Harlem’s Reclamation Site #1

-- See interview page 6 --

e interests of the Working People
~ Friday, September 5, 1969  Price 15¢

A U.S. Army company says 'no’;
West Coast protests blast Nixon

-- See pages 3, 12

| BIING Ty &

"HOME #oW

s

Photo by John Gray

Some of the 8,000 West Coast residents who traveled to Nixon's summer home to protest the war.
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SDSers split from PL, RYM

Declaration

of independence

Fayetteville, Ark.

Fayetteville SDS declares itself
independent of either national of-
fice because we do not feel that
either bureaucratic: Stalinistic
group represents the politics of our
chapter. Both national offices rep-
resents a petty-bourgeois consti-
tuency of SDS, and we feel that
neither NO represents the rank-
and-file membership of SDS nor
any other segments of any other
substantial New Left groups.

We feel that there are many
other groups around the country
who are in much the same situa-
tion as we are. We would like to
now state our specific political
program and request that all
others who have points of agree-
ment please correspond with us
and share views on the split in
SDS and what should be done
about it.

1. We support the right of self-
determination of all peoples of
the earth, including the black and
brown colonies within the U.S.

2. We oppose oppression of wo-
men, which denies half the popu-
lation of their humanity. This
denial is used by the capitalist
power structure to further perpet-
uate its dominance over both
sexes.

3. The school systems of the
U.S. and specifically Arkansas
do not and have never represented
the interests of the people. We wish

Thank you note from

ex-political prisoner

San Francisco, Calif.

I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank the many Mil-
itant readers throughoutthe coun-
try who sent me messages of soli-
darity while I was in jail as a
result of the strike at San Fran-
cisco State College.

The highlight of a prisoner's
day is mail call, and I really
appreciated the 7-10 letters per
day I received. I shared many
of the letters with my fellow in-
mates and it helped to stimulate
many discussions of why I was
in jail and questions about the
"movement" in general. My fel-
low inmates were tremendously
impressed by the messages of sol-
idarity that I received while I
was in prison.

Helen Meyers

West Indians
against the war

St. Vincent, West Indies
Walking around Kingstown, the
capital city, today, what do you
think I found? Painted on a wall
in big letters were two somewhai
familiar slogans: "U.S. out of
Vietnam" and "We make love, not

war."
Paula Reimers

Letters from
our readers

This column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on
subjects of general interest to
our readers. Please keep your
letters brief. Where necessary
they will be abridged. Writers'
initials will be used, names
being withheld unless author-
ization is given for use.

and will strive to change the edu-
cational system to fit these needs.

3. We seek to destroy the im-
perialistic nature of the U. S. gov-
ernment, recognizing that imper-
ialism is the worldwide arm of
capitalism.

5. We feel that militarism is the
force by which capitalism enforces
its dominance on the rest of the
world.

6. We support all progressive
labor struggles.

7. We oppose the destructive ex-
ploitation of the environment for
profit.

We feel that RYM and PLP are
objectively chauvinistic because
they give women's liberation a
back seat to all other policies and
programs and use it as a po-
litical football.

While we support allrevolution-
ary black groups, we do not sup-
port the tailism and deification
of the RYM toward the Panthers.

GRIN AND

We believe that allrevolutionaries
have a duty and a right to criti-
cize all other revolutionary organ-
izations when it is deemed neces-
sary. At the same time, we can't
support PL's stand on the black
colony.

We cannot support either organ-
ization in their elitism; it+is con-
trary to building a mass-based
revolution.

Neither group allows minorities
to be heard — much less respected.

We feel that the people who
will make a revolution do not
need a vanguard to tell them
how to run either that revolution
or the society which will emerge.

We do not believe that either
of these bureaucracies has any
understanding of or respect for the
revolutionary traditions and her-
itages of the American proletariat.
Rather than making a truerevolu-
tionary analysis of this society,
they have distorted and dogma-
tized the revolutionary exper-
iences of dissimilar societies.

Both NO's have degenerated
all political discussion into the
chanting of meaningless slogans
and empty rhetoric.

Because of these and other basic
disagreements, we of Fayetteville
SDS feel that both of the so-called
leaderships of SDS are a serious
threat to the movement, and there-
fore we cannot align ourselves
with either "sect"!

Fayetteville SDS,

of Arkansas SDS.

P.0O. Box 1112
Fayetteville, Ark. 72701

BEAR IT
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“We’ve been ordered to develop a formula, gentleman, for
sending home our troops without
actually withdrawing them!”

A warning from Miss Gopher State Timing Association

Minneapolis, Minn.

While the rest of Women's Lib
was outside picketing that damn
beauty contest July 25 [ The Mili-
tant, Aug. 22], I was inside. Fab.

Our very own Minneapolis
Choraliers composed a song es-
pecially for the occasion which
went thusly:

"They're going to
queen,

"They're going to
queen,

"They're going to
queen,

"They're going to crown the
queen of AQUATENNIAL."

The emcee kept saying, "Just
look at these girls, folks. Now

crown the

crown the

crown the

aren't these lovely girls." And the
audience would applaud.

My personal favorite was Miss
Gopher State Timing Association.
I rooted for her. She was one
of the 10 finalists, each of whom
was asked a question so distin-
guished for inanity as to be un-
satirizable. "What is your defini-
tion of success?" etc.

Miss Gopher State Timing As-
sociation was asked,"How do you
think young people should dis-
sent?"

She giggled, protested, blushed
and finally said, "Well, I think
that young people should dissent
courteously and in a polite man-
ner so older people will listen

to them." Militant take note.

The businessmen-promoters
who contribute the most money
are appointed "commodores" for
the gala occasion and get to march
around in a spiffy uniform with
scrambled egg on the shoulders.

One contestant, Miss Golden
Valley, I believe, was asked what
she considered her greatest asset.
She stuck out an impressive bo-
som, smiled sweetly and said,
"I'd like to think it's my personal-
ity." At which a fat-faced commo-
dore bellowed, "Whooeee, it sure
is, honey."

Peace and cheers. A bas male

chauvinism.
Solange Novotny
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The closing news date for this issue was Aug. 29

Double oppression
of women

New York, N.Y.

Reading The Militant is a good
way to keep informed of the truth
behind the events we read and
hear about in the press and on
TV. With limited space, you do
well in raising the consciousness
of your readers.

In addition, I cannot offer
enough praise for the tremendous-
ly worthwhile article by Evelyn
Reed, "Women and the Family”
[ The Militant, Aug. 15].

Fighting for the rights of wo-
men is of lasting value only when
that fight is accompanied by a
good, solid education on the his-
torical processes behind the ex-
ploitation and debasement of wo-
men.

I believe that as women our
struggles to function in our ful-
lest, most creative capacities are
very much akin to the struggles
being waged by black people to-
day.

The essential factor behind the
exploitation of black people in our
society is economic; skin color
is secondary. Evelyn Reed clari-
fies for us the responsible factor
behind what has produced "the
woman question": again, it's econ-
omics; being born female is real-
ly secondary.

Let's have more articles like
Evelyn Reed's.

Holly Massey

Driving capitalism

into the sea

Chestnut Hill, Mass.
How can Hana Niel possibly
state (The Militant, Aug. 8,1969)
that "Trotskyists must accept the
program of the Sneh-Mikunis
Communists in Israel, which is
for the existence of a Jewish ma-
jority nation of Israel, for a He-
brew and Yiddish culture" when
Sneh himself stated in L'Express
(June 19-25, 1967), "Our war
is just and legitimate. What united
the 13 Arab states against us,
irrespective of their regime, was
not anti-imperialism but pan-
Arabism and anti-Jewish chauvin-
ism."
Sneh is subjectively a "Com-
munist" but objectively a nation-

alist; i.e., he throws to the winds
the basic Marxist principle of pro-
letarian internationalism How
can any Trotskyist support his
program? Sneh's job, if he is
worthy of the designation "com-
munist," is to build a mass move-
ment and a Marxistrevolutionary
party of both Jewish and Arab
proletarians and to throw cap-
italism (both Jewish and Arab)
into the sea.

Bob Canter

Fun, travel

and adventure

Louisville, Ky.
FTA, the GI paper at Fort
Knox, Kentucky, is opening a
GI coffeehouse to further our or-
ganizing work. The GI Movement
is of crucial importance to the
movement in general, and we need
assistance to make our coffee-
house as effective as possible in
developing the political conscious-
ness of GIs. To do this, we need
books, posters, records, entertain-
ment, speakers, pamphlets and
anything else that would help
further our education program.
Send material and inquiries to
FTA, Box 336, Louisville, Ky.
40201.
Help build the People's Army!
FTA

Defending nationalism
called “‘reactionary”

New York, N.Y.

The article by Elizabeth Barnes
on the Panthers and the Oakland
conference in the Aug. 15 Militant
was the incredible culmination of
the SWP's position on black na-
tionalism. While the politics of the
Panthers leave much to be desired,
Miss Barnes saved her criticism
for such conference comments as
"that the struggle in this country
is not between races but between
classes.”

Miss Barnes prefers race war-
fare to class struggle. Did she
ever read Marx or Lenin? Has
she ever spoken to black and
white workers in this country?

The SWP line on the black
question is totally reactionary.
The capitalists are probably
cheering you on in this regard.

M.S.

JOINTHE

O | would like more information
Name
Address

City

IF YOU SUPPORT THE ANTIWAR MOVEMENT, THE
BLACK LIBERATION STRUGGLE, THE FIGHT FOR SO-
CIALIST DEMOCRACY IN EASTERN EUROPE, A SO-
CIALIST AMERICA, YOU BELONG IN THE YSA . ..

clip and mail == =——— ————— = — -

Young Socialist Alliance, Box 471 Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 10003

O | want to join the YSA
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8,000 picket Nixon’s
summer White House

By Joel Britton

SAN CLEMENTE, Calif. — Eight thou-
sand people from all over California de-
monstrated against the war in Vietnam at
Nixon's Summer White House here on
Aug. 17. The predominant slogan was,
"Bring all the troops home now!"

This militant action, sponsored by the
Peace Action Council, included at least
100 active-duty GIs. Student youth com-
prised the overwhelming majority of the
demonstration. The Student Mobilization
Committee (SMC) had carried out exten-
sive leafleting of GIs at San Clemente,
Oceanside and other towns adjacent to
Camp Pendleton, the huge Marine Corps
base that borders the Summer White House.
The response had been favorable for the
most part, with many Marines asking for
buttons and leaflets for their units, but the
big turnout of GIs from all branches of
the service surprised even the organizers
of the action.

The SMC was able to mobilize the mas-
sive high school and college youth turnout
despite most schools being closed down for
vacation. The mass SMC picket line on
Aug. 13 at Nixon's state dinner for the
Apollo 11 crew had drawn several thou-
sand students in an action designed to
build the Aug. 17 demonstration.

Most of the speakers at the rally here
stressed that the August antiwar actions
across the country, of which this action
was the largest, were just the beginning of
the fall antiwar offensive, which will cul-
minate in massive demonstrations in Wash-
ington, D. C., and San Francisco.

Speakers included Andrew Pulley of the
Ft. Jackson 8; Terrence Hallinan, lawyer
for the Presidio 27; Tamu Uhuru of the
Black Student Union; Dr. Donald Kalish,
cochairman of the New Mobilization Com-
mittee; Donald Duncan, former Green Beret;
Father Blase Bonpane; Mrs. Loyce Perry
of the Welfare Rights Organization; and
Toshiaki Yokoyama, a representative of
the Japanese peace movement.

Pulley spoke forcefully for the perspec-
tive of broadening the antiwar movement
to include increasing numbers of GIs and
trade unionists. Pulley's message was: It's
the workers who have the power to end
this war and who will end it if they can
be mobilized; let's start now by mobilizing

Guardian scores

N.Y. disrupters

An editorial in the Aug. 23 Guardian
sharply criticizes the ultralefts who dis-
rupted an antiwar rally in New York
Aug. 9. Various groupings, including the
Crazies, the Committee to Aid the Na-
tional Liberation Front and Youth Against
War and Fascism, had seized the Central
Park platform at a coalition demonstra-
tion and held it for more than an hour
against the wishes of the overwhelming
majority of the 5,000 people present.

This action, the Guardian editorial stated,
"must be deplored by all radicals who per-
ceive the immediate necessity for devel-
oping a genuinely broad antiwar move-
ment in the U.S."

Rebutting the rationalization that the
ultralefts were justified because the dem-
onstration wasn't "radical' enough, the
editorial noted that the rally "included
speakers from the Black Panther Party,
SDS and other militants, including repre-
sentatives from the GI movement."

Observing that only the class enemy
and conservative forces within the leftwing
movement can benefit from such irres-
ponsible action, the Guardian declares:
"We are not here arguing against ideolo-
gical struggle. We are arguing against
certain of the methods being used to push
this struggle . . . When we fight within
the movement it must be on principle
by principled means. . . ."

This welcome declaration follows, and
is in consonance with, another recent Guar-
dian editorial which reversed the paper's
previously negative view of mass actions
around the issue of immediate U.S. with-
drawal from Vietnam.

GIs and workers for the Nov. 15 mass
actions in Washington, D.C., and San
Francisco. Enthusiastic applause interrup-
ted Pulley time after time during his talk.

Hallinan and Kalish also spoke of the
need to mobilize massive demonstrations
in opposition to the war on Nov. 15 and
in the actions preceding them. They said
that the "moratorium” on antiwar actions is
over and that Nixon can expect the same
treatment accorded LBJ.

The San Clemente action received wide
publicity in Southern California and na-
tionally. This publicity and the way in
which the demonstration was organized
put the Nixon administration and Orange
County cops on the defensive after they
had taken a hard "no compromise" line
in the pre-march negotiations, permit-ap-
plication proceedings and legal maneuvers.
They had prevented the organizers from re-
serving school buildings or city or state
parks for arally. A further unconstitutional
move was to deny a permit for use of
a street in front of the Nixon mansion.
Orange County and federal judges duti-
fully complied with these infringements
on the rights of free speech and assembly.

On the day of the action, so many
people showed up that the designated pick-
et area on the sidewalk was clearly in-
adequate. Peter Seidman, who was in
charge of logistics and defense monitoring
for the Peace Action Council, told the head
of the police contingent that the march
would have to take to the street. The police
acquiesced.

The rally took place in a large picnic
area in a state park not previously "author-
ized" instead of in an "approved" but un-
desirable beach location a greater distance
from the march site.

Prior to the action, there was much talk
in the press about a right-wing, prowar
mobilization to answer and "deal with"
the antiwarriors who dared to demonstrate
against the war in conservative Orange
County. An organized counterpicket of
four made their pitiful protest, waving
American flags and demanding "Victory
in Vietnam."

The counterrevolutionary Cuban exiles
failed to appear, making the San Clemente
demonstration the first mass antiwar action
in the Los Angeles area they have not
physically attacked. The gusanos' ill-fated
assault with baseball bats, rocks and bot-
tles on the April 6 Wilshire Blvd. march
in L.A. was repulsed by Peace Action
Council defense monitors.

In San Clemente, PAC defense monitors
had to cope with several incidents pro-
voked by individual right wingers and
a group of hostile motorcyclists. The mon-
itors, composed largely of SMCers, met
prior to the action and discussed how to

Y
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IN SAN CLEMENTE. The size of the demonstration was particularly im-
pressive, in that the bulk of the participants came from Los Angeles, more

than an hour’s drive to the north.

defend the action, secure the rally site and
guard the speakers' platform, preventing
right-wing disruption and ultraleft pro-
vocation. With the cooperation of virtually
all the demonstrators, they were successful.

The antiwar action here today has given
the West Coast antiwar movement a real
boost. Work is beginning on the Nov. 15
action.

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 22 — While the San
Clemente antiwar demonstration was in
progress, four men, at least two of whom
were armed and one who claimed he was a
"Cuban," broke into the national offices of
the Committee to Abolish HUAC/HISC.
They dumped files on the floor and stole
certain files containing correspondence of
Frank Wilkinson, executive secretary of

the committee.

Mina Barlow, a staff member of the
Peace Action Council, which has offices
in the same building as the committee,
was manhandled, and the attackers threat-
ened to kill her if she interfered with the
attack. No damage was done to the PAC
office, and no one was hurt.

At a news conference the next day, PAC
staffer Terry Hillman assured the press
and the public that "the PAC will answer
this attack on the movement by redoubling
our efforts to build the Nov. 15 antiwar
actions in Washington and San Francisco."

Today, a PAC staffer found an unex-
ploded bomb thathad been thrown through
the window of the PAC office. Steps have
been taken to assure that work on the
fall offensive will go forward.

Israel admits napalming Lebanese

By Joel Aber

Aug. 26 —During the past few weeks
Israel has napalmed Lebanese civilians,
destroyed for the second time a Jordanian
irrigation system, bombed the fresh-water
canal thatprovides precious drinking water
for Egypt's Port Said, imposed a curfew
and house-to-house search on the occupied
city of Gaza, and been caught in the act
of torturing Arab prisoners.

Following the burning by arson of the
Mosque of Al Aksa in Jerusalem Aug. 21,
the anger of the Palestinian masses under
Israeli subjugation reached new heights.
A one-day generalstrike successfully closed
virtually all Arab businesses throughout
occupied Palestine. The Palestine Libera-
tion Organization called for an economic
and political boycott of the United States,
Britain and West Germany for their im-
perialist roles in propping up the Zionist
state.

Faced with this angry outburst after the
burning of the mosque, Israeli foreign
minister Abba Eban brazenly attempted
to make the victim the criminal and the
criminal the victim; he had the gall to
charge Arab heads of state with the "crime"
of whipping up a "hate campaign" against
the Israeli occupation instead of quietly
mourning without showing anger. Also

to insure quiet, a curfew was imposed
on all major concentrations of Palestinians
in occupied land.

Israeli government spokesmen admitted,
according to the Aug. 13 New York Times,
that they had used napalm in their Aug.
11 bombing of Lebanon, the first indis-
putable air raid on that country's terri-
tory. It was necessary but unfortunate,
Israeli authorities said, if civilians "hap-
pened" to be in the path of this flesh-
searing antipersonnel weapon.

Just as the Lebanese people are being
punished for their sympathies with the
guerrillas, the 60 thousand farmers in
Jordan whosefood depends uponirrigation
by the Ghor Canal are being attacked
for similar reasons. The canal was blown
up June 23, repaired by Jordan to again
irrigate 180,000 acres in the Jordan Val-
ley, and bombed again Aug. 11.

The Aug. 12 New York Times reveals
that after the June 23 destruction of the
canal, Israel had extracted a secret agree-
ment from King Hussein that workers
could repair the canal without being killed
only if Hussein prevented guerrilla opera-
tions. Hussein has apparently been unable
to curb the guerrillas to Israel's satis-
faction; therefore, this time they expect
to fire on workers repairing the canal,

eventually forcing the farmers off their
land.

The torturing of Arab prisoners and
atrocities committed against Sinai resi-
dents came to light in testimony before
a committee of the UN Human Rights
Commission at meetings held in Beirut
Aug.11 and Cairo Aug. 20. Witnesses
included a Lebanese political science pro-
fessor, Bedouin sheiks, a 15-year-old girl
who had been shot in the head by Is-
raeli soldiers and was partially paralyzed,
and a woman who charged that her home
on the east bank of the Suez Canal had
been broken into by Israeli soldiers who
decapitated her husband with a bayonet
and then forced her to flee across the
canal with her son and three daughters.
The apparent object of the alleged terror-
ization of Sinai residents, the Aug. 21
Times reports, is to drive Arabs out of
the Sinai.

The twelfth installment of the ser-
ialized history of Progressive
Labor Party will appear in our
next issue.
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The Alliance for

Labor Action--

hew-image move?

By Frank Lovell

DETROIT — No massive Labor Day
demonstrations are being planned this
year. Nineteen sixty-nine is not a general
election year and there is no need to call
out the ranks so "friends of labor" can tell
the working man what he ought to have
and how to get it by voting for the Demo-
cratic Party one more time in order to
defeat a greater evil. Instead, high offi-
cials in the unions will simply send "greet-
ings" to their members in accordance with
the recently estaklished custom.

Among those most responsible for con-
verting Labor Day demonstrations into
Democratic Party election rallies is Walter
Reuther, president of the United Auto Work-
ers. He may have suggested the "greetings"
practice, too for off-election years. In any
case, he is promising that a very important
announcement will be made this Labor
Day by the newly founded Alliance for
Labor Action (ALA). This, also, is true
to form.

One of the purposes of the ALAisto pro-
ject a new image of "labor leadership," to
show that Reuther and Frank Fitzsimmons
(Teamsters' president) are different from
Meany and other mossbacks in the AFL-
CIO, and that the unions are really not
pillars of the status quo—as they are
popularly thought to be. Judged by the
beginning efforts, it appears as if all this
is to be accomplished by words alone and
no action involving union men and women.
The pattern is what has become known
in the United Auto Workers as "the Reuther
method."

The "method"

This "method" began slowly to unfold
in May 1968 (more than a year ago)
when Reuther jockeyed George Meany,
AFL-CIO president, into suspending the
1.3-million-member UAW for being over
three months in arrears in per capita
payments.

Soon thereafter Reuther began serious
negotiations with officials of the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters. These
two unions — the country's largest —

Ultra-right goons
attack YSA forum

in Washington

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Several ultra-
rightists attempted to disrupt a public meet-
ing of the Young Socialist Alliance at
Georgetown University here Aug. 17. The
forum featured Peter Camejo, a well-known
national spokeman for the Socialist Work-
ers Party, discussing "Revolution in the
United States.” It was part of a regular
Sunday-night educational series.

Camejo had been speaking for only
10 minutes when suddenly the lights went
out, taking everyone by surprise. The
ultrarightists, who had been seated near
the front of the audience, executed a well-
prepared plan. They attacked Camejo with
mace and a blackjack, set off a smoke
bomb, maced other individuals, shouted
"Heil Hitler,” exploded a cherry bomb
and quickly disappeared before anyone
in the audience could recover. The smoke
bomb and the cherry bomb together gave
the impression of gun fire.

Most of the audience quickly left the hall
and regrouped outside. The meeting was
continued about 10 minutes later in a
different room. No one was seriously hurt.

In a statement released to the local press,
Dan Rosenshine, chairman ofthe Washing-
ton YSA, affirmed that the Sunday forum
series would continue and measures would
be taken to assure that no repetition of
the Aug. 17 attack would occur.

seemed then to have little in common ex-
cept that both had been expelled from the
federated AF L-CIO. Their combined mem-
berships represent over 3 million workers
in key industries, the most dynamic sector
of the union movement in this country.
But their disparate backgrounds and the
different reasons for each leaving the AF L-
CIO appeared to preclude an alliance.

The appearance proved illusory. On May
26 and 27 of this year, in Washington,
D.C., more than 500 hand-picked dele-
gates — evenly divided between the two
unions — unanimously approved the
alliance and adopted a constitution for the
new organization. Thus the Alliance for
Labor Action was born.

There had been no prior discussion
among the ranks of either union about
the possibility and advantages of joining
forces. Consequently, there was no need to
elect delegates. But the result was, since
no one knew much about it, that news of
the convention surprised most members.
They wondered, "What convention?" De-
tails of what happened surprised the mem-
bers even more—a welcome surprise to
most.

Frank Fitzsimmons, who had previous-
ly voiced no interest in the youth of this
country or the war in Vietnam, had the
following to say in his opening remarks:
"We in the Teamsters, and in the UAW,
I am certain, intend to establish commu-
nications with the youngsters, simply be-
cause they will be taking up positions
of leadership in organized labor and in
the country as some of the present leaders
retire.

"We find the youth of the nation up in
arms over an unpopular war in Vietnam,
up in arms over the billions of dollars
this country spends annually to carry on
this war in the Far East, when our own
people go begging right here at home.

"This war, the bane and the plague of
both Democratic and Republican admi-
nistrations, must be stopped, and must
be stopped soon."

No one can argue that Fitzsimmons'
findings are not accurate. And his conclu-
sion that this war "must be stopped soon"
is right,too. But he failed to say how this
war will be stopped.

Reuther also made "opening remarks"
in the course of which he too deplored
the war in Vietnam and called instead
for "total war against human poverty in
this land of plenty."

To get this "total war" under way the ALA
founders projected vast social reform pro-
grams in all areas to resolve the urban
crisis, wipe out poverty and hunger, stop
pollution of the air and the "continuing
neglect of our living environment,” end
inflation and raise the standard of living

Walter Reuther

of wage earners. In reference to this last
aim, they noted that "buying power of an
average factory worker's take-home pay
has been declining since December 1965" —
which does not speak well for the kind of
union contracts they have been negotia-
ting these past five years.

"Community unions"

They announced a campaign to organize
millions of unorganized low-paid workers,
and made plans to help finance mass pro-
duced housing in poverty areas. A new
organizational form, the "community
union", will purportedly be established in
some of the major cities, the announced
purpose being "to build person-to-person
communication with the human victims
trapped in rural and urban slums."

The delegates voted "to request an ap-
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Meany and the AFL-CIO Executive
Council.

The other part is that a big sector of the
employing class is today very concerned
about how to pull out of the war in Viet-
nam and how to quell the seething unrest
in the ghettos of the big cities, and how to
keep the factories running smoothly with-
out digging too deep into swollen profits.

When Reuther unrolls his "social plan-
ning” blue-prints, he not only has promises
for the workers, the poor and the under-
privileged. He also has a proposition for
the rich and the powerful, and for their
political lackeys.

He explains for the benefit of all, "The
test of a leader is whether hetriesto change
and to change things."

When asked recently, "Do you then em-
brace revolution instead of reform?" Reu-

New York Hospital Local 1199 is affiliated with ALA

pointment at an early date with President
Nixon and the appropriate members of
his Cabinet and also to request appoint-
ments with majority and minority leaders-
ship of both Houses of Congress to dis-
cuss these urgent questions and to present
the views of the ALA concerning them."

Reuther has promised that the Labor
Day announcement by him and Fitzsim-
mons will be addressed to union members
and working people generally."Frank Fitz-
simmons,” according to Reuther "has a
series of proposals on organization of the
unorganized." As for himself, "The com-
mittee I head will start building community
unions in Watts, East Los Angeles, St.
Louis and other cities.”

This idea of "community unions" was
first announced more than a year ago by
UAW spokesmen who then talked about
"community action councils” that would
coordinate community action with projects
sponsored by the union. In the interim
little has been done in this respect, and
what will now develop along these lines
remains to be seen.

It is clear that Reuther is spurred on by
the restiveness in the ranks of his own
union over deteriorating working condi-
tions and declining purchasing power of
the pay check. Black UAW members are
organizing their own caucuses to fight
discrimination in the shops and in the
union. He seeks to head off these oppo-
sitionmovements inside the UAW by pro-
mising to tackle the social evils that give
rise to these very basic greivances.

Such promises are not new for Reuther,
an old hand in the trade. He is now pass-
ing along some of these trade secrets to
Fitzsimmons who is proving more adept
at mastering them than George Meany was.

Reuther and Meany

In a recent interview, Reuther com-
plained of his failures with Meany. "In
the March on Washington in 1963, 1
begged George Meany to have the AFL-
CIO identify with it. But Meany fought
to block it."

Reuther also recalled, "When Martin Lu-
ther King gave his life in Memphis it
was for a trade-union struggle, not civil
rights alone. Yet in the march that was
put on there in his memory, not one mem-
ber of the AFL Executive Council was
there."

This explains, in part, why Reuther was
compelled to disassociate himself from

ther answered quickly. "Oh, no. But I am
in revolt against the status quo. I believe
in using every form of struggle to change
the status quo, but I am opposed to
violence."

He is opposed to violence but not enough
to support the mass march on Washington
this November 15 to end the killing in
Vietnam.He is not strongly enough opposed
to violence to support the efforts of black
people to organize to control the black
community in order to keep outkiller cops,
among other things. His opposition to vio-
lence does not extend to the auto plants,
where every day some worker dies or is
maimed because of unsafe working condi-
tions.

Reuther is in favor of "every form of
struggle to change the status quo” so long
as it does not involve independent organ-
ization of the working class. He is not
in favor of organizing millions of unorga-
nized if those millions are thereby able to
control their own destiny. He, like his
fellow bureaucrats, is in favor of only
those organizations that can be controlled
and manipulated. That is why the ALA
founding conference was rigged with hand-
picked delegates. That is why there will
be no massive Labor Day demonstrations
this year demanding the very things Reu-
ther says he is for.

The success of all Reuther's plans de-
pends upon how many concessions he can
wheedle from the ruling class of this coun-
try, based upon his demonstrated ability
to deliver social tranquility. But the time
will come when the rulers will be unable
to concede enough, and that is when Mr.
Reuther will no longer deliver.

|
A Political Biography
of Walter Reuther
The Record of an Opportunist

By Beatrice Hansen

24 pp. 40 cents
873 Broadway, smerit
New York, N.Y.
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By Joel Aber

Tanks rolled through the streets of Prague
Aug. 21, 1969, as they had Aug. 21,
1968. But this time the role of leading
actor was played by the Kremlin's under-
study, the compliant Husak bureaucracy.
The tanks were officially manned by the
Czech army and the public defiance was
officially condemned by the Czech govern-
ment.

"Both Mr. Husak and his Kremlin back-
ers," states the Aug. 24 New York Times,
"apparently feared that gunfire or the use
of Soviet troops might have precipitated
open civil war —in which many Czech-
oslovak policemen and soldiers might join
the insurgents."

The first major incident occurred Aug.
19, when police broke up a small demon-
stration at Prague's Wenceslas Square,
which has become a symbol of Czecho-
slovak nationalism and resistance to the
Soviet occupation. Alarger crowd gathered
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PRAGUE SIT-IN. Young Czechs block Soviet tank, Aug. 21 1968, day of invasion one year ago.

to demonstrate defiance of the police-state
tactics the next day. Young people hastily
built barricades and threw paving stones
at the charging cops and soldiers.

While tanks, tear gas and fixed bayonets
were being used to suppress the demon-
strations in Prague, unrest spread to Brno,
Czechoslovakia's second largest city, where
it took two days for the bureaucracy to
restore calm after street demonstrations
by a reported 5,000 people. The New York
Times reported two youths killed in Brno
and two killed by gunfire in Prague, where
there were over 1,300 arrests.

As previously announced in clandestine
leaflets, a five-minute general strike oc-
curred at noon, Aug. 21, reminding the
Soviet and Czech bureaucracies of the
potential power of the working class." They
can do anything they want, but they have
no way of forcing us to manufacture so
much as a nail" a Prague resident is

Canadian-Arab faces
deportation from U.S.

By Hugh Murray, Jr.

NEW ORLEANS — The Uncle Tom ad-
ministration of Southern University in New
Orleans (SUNO) and the U.S. govern-
ment have teamed up to victimize a Can-
adian-Arab SUNO professor, Dr. George
Haggar, by firing him and then issuing
an order for his deportation.

In April and May of this year, students
at SUNO furled the American flag, hoisted
a black flag of liberation, gave clenched-
fist salutes to the new flag, forced Louisi-
ana Gov. John McKiethen to come to the
campus for the first time and boycotted
classes. The students were intimidated with

Conspiracy 8 win

round on wiretap

CHICAGO (LNS)— The Illinois Court
of Appeals has ordered Judge Julius Hoff-
man, presiding judge in the trial of the
Conspiracy Eight, to explain why he
should not rule on the legality of wiretap
records the government admits to having.

After three costly delays, Hoffman had
decided not to rule on a defense motion
for the release of the illegal records. The
reason he gave was that the motion was
such a serious matter he could not pos-
sibly rule on it until after the trial was
over.

Now he has until Aug. 27 to convince
the higher court that his decision was
correct. If he should fail to convince them,
then he must rule on the status of the
wiretaps. And if they are found to be il-
legal, as defense attorneys insist they are,
then the government will be forced to
surrender them to the defendants.

arrests and the occupation of the campus
by hundreds of police and National
Guardsmen.

The white masters of the state were as-
sured by Dean Emmett Bashful that the
instigator of the demonstrations was a for-
eign agitator. The scapegoat was Dr.
Haggar, who was fired without a hearing,
as well as arrested.

The New Orleans Young Men's Busi-
ness Club and the White Citizens Council
demanded the professor's deportation. On
May 23 Dr. Haggar filed suit against
SUNO, charging that he had been ille-
gally fired and demanding a hearing.
Three days later Haggar received a spe-
cial delivery letter from the Immigration
and Naturalization Service "requesting”
that he leave the country.

When Haggar alleged that the federal
government had been pressured by local
racists to seek his deportation, Troy A.
Adams of the Immigration and Natural-
ization department assured readers of the
June 5 New Orleans States-Item that "the
request bore no resemblance to a deport-
ation order." On June 16 the INS served
Dr. Haggar with an order to show cause
why he should not be deported.

The New Orleans Times-Picayune of June
17 reported that the INS did not intend
to subpoena any witnesses for the June
23 hearing, but Adams stated that Dr.
Haggar had a right to do so. At the
hearing, the same Mr. Adams then ruled
all witnesses out of order. The hearing
was closed to all except the press, and
the INS special-inquiry officer ruled that
the allegations against Dr. Haggar could
not be read aloud.

This kangaroo court ruled that Haggar
must be deported. Today Dr. Haggar is
underground, and the INS has issued
a warrant for his arrest.

quoted in the Aug. 20 English-language
edition of Le Monde.

The Czechoslovak workers have given
the government much more trouble than
their five-minute work stoppage. The same
Le Monde article, entitled "The great econ-
omic leap backwards,” states that "even
if the Soviet Union were to inject a huge
amount of aid into the country, as they
promise each time the political atmosphere
threatens to worsen, it would have ab-
solutely no economic effect. The economy
is so disorganized that the money would
be gone in a few months' time. Several
economists have compared the effect of
the work slowdown to a general strike
lasting several months."

The article quotes a Czech economist:
"As Karl Marx would say, the forces of
production are being held back by po-
litical conditions. This is true to such
an extent in Czechoslovakia that the coun-
try is being pushed back to a state of
underdevelopment. One might almost des-
cribe it as a classical prerevolutionary
situation. Had it not been for the occupa-
tion, a revolutionary outbreak would have
occurred which would have moved the
country into the 20th century."

It was precisely the fear of such a pre-
revolutionary situation that made the So-
viet bureaucrats decide to invade one year
ago. But the same Le Monde article points
out that the Soviet invasion is destined
to be less effective than was the 1956
crushing of the Hungarian revolution.

To carry out "Kadarization" in Hungary
and "Gomulkization" in Poland in 1956, the
the article emphasizes, the Kremlin de-
pended upon the "traditional conservatism
and lack of political interest" of the peas-
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Mass action
by Czech people
registered depth

of their defiance

antry to act as a "stabilizing force" in
these predominantly agricultural countries.
But unlike Poland and Hungary, where
60 percent of the population belongs to
the peasantry, peasants represent only 30
percent of the Czech population. The over-
whelming majority are urban proletariat.

"Party Secretary Gustav Husak recently
expressedregret,"says the LeMonde article,
"that the workers, the intellectuals, the white-
collar workers and the government em-
ployees in Czechoslovakia did not work
'as calmly' as the rural population.”

The article also contrasts the political
consciousness of the Hungarians and Poles
and the Czechs. Until 1945, the two form-
er peoples were living under virtually
feudal conditions while the Czechs had a
bourgeois democracy.

Since the Czechoslovaks had a taste of so-
cialist democratization between January
and August last year, no amount of im-
ploring against "right-wing provocations”
will convince them that they shouldn't
have democratic rights.

Meanwhile within the Soviet Union, the
Aug. 21 New York Times reports, 16
Soviet intellectuals issued a statement that
"on this sad anniversary, as before, we
declare that we oppose this decision [to
occupy Czechoslovakia], which threatens
the future of socialism."

Among the signers of the statement were
Pyotr Yakir, the son of Gen. Ion Yakir,
who was executed during the Stalin purges
of 1937, and Zinaida Grigorenko, the
wife of Gen. Pyotr Grigorenko, who is
reportedly in prison awaiting trial on
charges of "spreading anti-Soviet slander”
after he made statements in defense of the
national struggle of the Crimean Tartars.

'Berkeley Three’ granted
postponement of trial

OAKLAND— The Berkeley Three, Peter
Camejo, Paul Glusman, and Jack Bloom,
have won a postponement of their trial.
Originally scheduled for Aug. 13, the new
trial date is now set for Oct. 20. The three
face felony charges of "conspiracy to com-
mit a misdemeanor” arising out of protests
against attempts by the University of Cal-
ifornia regents to prevent Eldridge Cleaver
from offering a faculty-approved course
last fall. If convicted, the three defendants
can draw up to three years in prison and
a $5,000 fine.

The acts cited in the indictments were
two speeches at a mass rally and the chair-
ing of a public meeting. Attorneys for the
three have filed a petition to dismiss all
charges on grounds that they violate First
Amendment rights. The hearing on the
dismissal request is set for Sept. 15.

Attorneys for the Berkeley Three see one
reason for the postponement as the recent
retirement of J. Frank Coakley, the 75-
year-old reactionary district attorney of
Alameda County who has been pressing
the case so enthusiastically. Coakley, a
rabid anticommunist, specialized in con-
spiracy indictments against labor militants,

and more recently, student dissidents, as
a means of intimidating protest demonstra-
tions. He is being replaced by his assis-
tant, Lowell Jensen.

In a separate legal action related to the
Cleaver lectures, 16 students and six pro-
fessors have filed suit against the board
of regents, demanding that the students
who took Cleaver's course last year be
given full credit, despite the regents' ruling
against guest lecturers giving more than
one lecture a quarter for credit. The suit
alleges the regents denied the constitutional
rights of students and faculty. A hearing
has been set for Sept. 22.

Meanwhile defense efforts continue, with
the Berkeley Defense Committee issuing
an attractive brochure on the facts and
implications of the case. A partial list
of sponsors including more than 100 pro-
fessors, lawyers, doctors, clergymen, and
other prominent individuals indicates the
broad support the Berkeley Three are gain-
ing. Copies of the brochure are available
upon request. Contributions may be sent
to Berkeley Defense Committee, 2158 Emer-
son Street, Berkeley, Calif. 94705.
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COMMUNITY CONTROL PROJECT. Members of Harlem com-
munity gather at site of old Theresa Hotel and participants in
Reclamation Site #1 construct building for occupants intent on

blocking projected state office building.

People’s encampment:

By B. R. Washington and Derrick Morrison

The following interview was given to
The Militant by a Sister at Reclamation
Site No. 1, otherwise known as the state
office building site in Harlem. She is a
representative of the Community Coali-
tion, the group that organized the occupa-
tion of the site, which was intrumental
in forcing the New York state government
to cancel plans for building an office in
the middle of Harlem. (See The Militant,
July 18, 1969.)

. * -

Militant: Could you give us some back-
ground in terms of the events that led
up to the occupation?

Representative: The first time that the
general Harlem community was notified
of the plans for the State Office Building
was a news announcement by Gov. Rocke-
feller in late 1967. At that time a num-
ber of individuals became concerned about
the state office building, what the erection
of the building right on 125th St. would
mean to the entire community. We began
investigating, trying to find out exactly
what was offered the community in terms
of benefits. And then we balanced those
out with what we felt would be the effects
on the community as a whole.

We began doing a lot of work in the
community —talking with people, holding
street corner meetings, leafleting, etc. This
was in winter 1967, spring 1968.

YS features
campus program

The September issue of the Young
Socialist, monthly publication of the
Young Socialist Alliance, contains
several features of interest to Militant
readers. The lead article is a state-
ment by the national executive com-
mittee of the YSA presenting a trans-
itional program forthe campus revolt.

~ Also included in the issue are a
letter by Leon Trotsky, never before
printed in English; an interview with
a Peruvian active in the defense of
Hugo Blanco and the other political
prisoners in Peru; and a review of
the book Lenin's Last Struggle, which
deflates some illusions about Stalin
held by a few radicals.

The issue can be ordered from the
YSA, P.O. Box 471, Cooper Station,
N.Y, N.Y. 10003. The cost is 25¢

.per copy or $2.00 for one year's
Isubscription,

Militant: What organization was pulling
off the action?

Rep: It was the Harlem Committee for
Self-Defense. The HCSD came into existence
around the state building question. There
were a group of people working around
the issue and then they formed themselves
into a committee. At that point, a number
of groups were working against the con-
struction of Columbia's gym. We worked
with all those groups, and some of the
people who were involved in that issue
became a part of the Harlem Committee
because they saw that the state office build-
ing and the Columbia gym were all part
of the same problem of redevelopment
in the community.

Our view was that institutions like Co-
lumbia University and the state and city
governments were all interested in having
the Harlem community redeveloped into
a commercial and middle- to upper-in-
come community.

During the spring, itbecame obvious that
the folks of Harlem were not at all inter-
ested in having an office building erected
on the site. They were more concerned
about education at the time, which was
a very big issue. At any rate, the com-
mittee circulated a petition over the spring
and summer of 1968. The petition
demanded that the plans for the construc-
tion of the state office building be stopped,
and that a high school be built on the
site instead. It also demanded that the
Harlem community be developed for the
people who live here now. After circulating
that petition into the fall, we got 20,000
signatures.

On the basis of those signatures, we
approached Planning Board No. 10, which
has jurisdiction over this particular area of
Harlem, and asked that they hold a public
hearing on the issue.

Militant: Local Planning Board No. 10
is part of the office of the borough presi-
dent of Manhattan, Percy Sutton?

Rep: That's right; its members are ap-
pointed by him.

The planning board discussed the issue
during two or three meetings, and agreed
that a public hearing seemed to be in
order, but was very reluctant to set the
date. Therefore, the Harlem Committee
went ahead and organized a community
hearing in December, 1968, with the ap-
proval of the local planning board. Now,
as a matter of fact, the first testimony that
we received at that hearing was from the
chairman of Local Planning Board No.
10, who was opposed to the state office
building.

Something like 200 people attended that
hearing, but we didn't get any attendance
or response either from local officials and

representatives of Gov. Rockefeller, or
black politicians in the area. The 200
people there were mothers, workers, high
school and college students, and just folks
from the community, like architects and
lawyers. The concensus of the hearing was
that the state office building was in fact
detrimental to the community, and there-
fore, plans for some type of alternative
should be made. ARCH, Architectural Re-
newal Committee of Harlem, was asked
to start doing a study on the possibility
of building a high school on the site.

As a result of the hearing, a lot more
groups in the community began to get
active around the issue, began putting
out information, etc. A group called the
Ad Hoc Committee for a Better Harlem,
a kind of coalition of groups, picked up
the issue also.

At the time, it was not certain when ground
would be broken on the site. But we be-
gan to look towagd forming some kind of
united front to stop the state office build-
ing anyway, because it didn't seem like we
were going to get any response from state
officials, or that state officials were even
going to address themselves to very basic
questions that we were raising. At several
meetings John Silvera appeared to explain
the state office building, and he would
simply ignore questions raised by people
opposed to it and continue on with his
program.

Militant: Who is John Silvera?

Rep: John Silvera is one of Gov. Rock-
efeller's representatives, along with Wyatt
T. Walker. Both of them work out of the
State Urban Office right here on 125th St.

During May and June of 1969, various
groups working together against the state
office building met with the black constuc-
tion workers. We met with them and dis-
cussed the promises that had been made
to them by the state in terms of jobs, etc.
We talked with them about the fact that
whatever is constructed on this site, we
would support their right to hold the
contracts, but that they too should fight
for something that would be beneficial
to the community and then go on to fight
for the contract to build that.

On June 26, we held a meeting at which -

time the Community Coalition was formal-
ly organized.

It had been announced, through letters
sent to certain "community leaders," that
construction on the State Office Building
would start on July 1, and that a meeting
of "community leaders" would be held on
that day to discuss what would be done
with the rest of the site. The Community
Coalition came up with a plan to stop
the construction by occupying the land.

On June 30, we had some 400 to 500

arlem’s

people out here on the site. They spent
the night, and were here in the morning
to greet the construction workers. But no
construction workers showed up.

We attended the meeting called by Wyatt
Walker on July 1 at the Salem Methodist
Church. They had not invited any of the
opposing groups. Therefore, we decided,
since we were not on the agenda or pro-
gram at all, we would simply change the
program and address ourselves to theissue
of whether the state office building should
be built or not.

At that meeting, which 150 to 200 people
attended, only three persons spoke up for
the state office building. Everyone else
was silent, with the exception of the Coali-
tion members, who spoke against it. The
concensus was that plans for the construc-
tion of the state office building should be
halted. Wyatt Walker agreed to approach
the Governor with the concensus of that
meeting and ask that plans be halted.

Following that, we didn't wait for any
kind of response from the Governor. We
decided to hold on to the land indefinitely,
until we received a definite answer from
the state that the office building would not
be constructed, and that people in the com-
munity would participate in the decision-
making as to what the site would be used
for. So that kind of brings us up to now.

Militant: Is the state office building part
of a larger plan to construct other buildings
and establish some type of business area?

Rep: The minute a building like that is
put up here, it begins to raise land values
and you get a lot of speculation. People
start talking about building middle-income
co-ops, hotels, garages, and more office
building complexes.

We found that this is not just a theory.
Having attended several sessions of the
local planning board, having checked out
various building projects, we discovered
plans for an office complex on Lexing-
ton and 125th St., for a Holiday Inn up
here on St. Nicholas and 125th St., plans
for a block-long garage, and plans for
expanding Knickerbocker Hospital, a priv-
ate hospital, into a seven-block-long thing.
At the same time, the city was talking about
closing down Sydenham, a publichospital,
and Harlem Hospital was totally neglected!

Also, over a period of ten years, there
has been no low-income housing built!
So you can see the direction that redevel-
opment is taking.

Militant: How has the community partici-
pated in and supported the creation of Re-
clamation Site No. 1?

Rep: Well first of all, there was the sup-
port that we received the very first evening
that we came out here, when we said let's
occupy the land. People turned up in very
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Photos by Doug Harris/ Community Coalition

COMMUNITY CONTROL PROJECT. Members of Harlem com-
munity gather at site of old Theresa Hotel and participants in
Reclamation Site #1 construct building for occupants intent on
blocking projected state office building.

People’s encampment: Harlem’s Rechmation Site #1
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large numbers, which was very good.

Then, when we came out here, of course,
we had nothing for sleeping onthe ground,
no wood, etc. Everything that is out here
now —the tents, the equipment that we
have, the tools that we use, the money that
supplies us every day —has been contrib-
uted by the community. This large tent
was donated by black ministers. The cult-
ural community has also supported us,
in terms of constantly having entertain-
ment and programs which they do for
nothing. So, support has really been over-
whelming.

Militant: There have been voices in the
community that are opposed to the occu-
pation and want to get the people off the
site. Could you comment on the forces
that are moving in that direction?

Rep: I think that such forces have been
surprisingly few. We have heard Wyatt
T. Walker's voice, we have heard William
Hudgins, president of Freedom National
Bank, and we've heard the Ministerial
Inter-Faith Association, which is being
directed by Wyatt Walker. But other than
that, the opposition hasn't amounted to
much.

The problem is getting active support.
I think that we have the potential support
of the vast majority of Harlem people. If
they were asked today whether they prefer
to see a state office building, or low-in-
come housing, or a day-care center on
the site, I have not doubt as to what the
answer would be, because people know
what they need. But I think that the pro-
blem is getting people to show their sup-
port in some kind of active way. The op-
position, I think, is made up of people
who stand to benefit directly and indi-
vidually from something like the state
office building.

Militant: Has there been any legal action
to take you off the site?

Rep: No, there hasn't been any kind of
legal action whatsoever. We have had a
couple of incidents with police butthey have
not been on the site. The site itself has
not been attacked in any overt way by
the police.

Militant: What type of programs have
come down on the site in terms of the
people who are occupying it, and in terms
of the surrounding community?

Rep: I guess the major program of the
site is to educate and inform people in
the community, and to attempt to get their
active support. There are a lot of small
programs that are run on the site —like
the political education classes that are
held two or three nights a week. Almost
every evening there is some kind of enter-
tainment or film showing. An African Free
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ite #1

School is run here, Monday through Fri-
day from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., for children
5-10 years old. There is a fund-raising
program that goes on daily and helps
to keep up the publicity on the site. But,
as I said, it's mainly been an educational
campaign in the community, with sound
trucks, leaflets and other media.

Militant: Have you had any direct con-
tact with Rockefeller's office?

Rep: No, our last real contact with them
was that meeting with Wyatt Walker. They
have never responded to our demandsthat
plans for the state building be halted.
Their only response was to postpone the
construction of the state office building,
which was a politically expedient move,
given the fact that there are going to be
elections in November. And summertime
is the time when community "disturbances"
are imminent.

Militant: Can you say anything about
the opinion poll that was conducted a
couple of weeks ago by the residents of
Reclamation Site No. 1, trying to find out
what the community wants built on the
site?

Rep: The opinion poll is going to be
continued periodically, so we're not making
any report on it now. Having watched
the poll over a period of a week though,
educational and housing interests are very
high in people's minds.

Militant: Have there been meetings be-
fore various community organizations?

Rep: Yes. Several community organiza-
tions have met and discussed the question
and have come out in our support, in-
cluding the neighborhood boards of Ha-
ryou (local anti-poverty agency), Central
Harlem Task Force, Can-Do, which is a
mental health program, and several other
organizations. There are also groups that
hold meetings on the site with us, such
as the Federation of United Harlem Orga-
nizations.

Militant: Do you see this type of action
spreading around Harlem?

Rep: I hope it does. In naming the site
Reclamation Site No. 1, that sort of ex-
presses our conviction that it should hap-
pen again, and that this is really just the
first in a series of battles that Black peo-
ple in this community are going to have
to wage. Harlem is a very important
political and cultural center for Black peo-
ple. And we feel that it is definitely being
threatened on many fronts, which means
that we have a lot of battles before us.

For those who want to support Recla-
mation Site No. 1, funds and other mate-
rials can be sent to: Community Coalition,
c/o Harlem Consumer Protection Union,
290 Lenox Ave.,, N.Y,, N.Y.
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Jailing of Bobby Seale

new blow at

By Larry Bensky

SAN FRANCISCO(LNS)— Thetangled
web of legal outrages and factual distor-
tion with which the government hopes to
put the Black Panther Party out of busi-
ness grew tighter with the arrest of party
chairman Bobby Seale on Aug. 20.

A complicated, wildly illegal manuever
by local, state, and FBI agents has re-
sulted in Seale's being held without bail
in San Francisco jail on a nonexistent
warrant from Connecticut for a crime al-
legedly reported by an anonymous in-
former. The charges are murder, kidnap-
ping, and (of course) conspiracy.

Despite the fact that no warrant had
been received for his arrest, and that fe-
deral charges on which he had originally
been arrested were dropped, a local muni-
cipal-court judge ruled that Seale be held
without bail. The Panther leader was ar-
rested at a major Berkeley intersection
by 50 FBI agents with drawn guns just
after leaving the wedding of Panther mi-
nister of education Masai Hewitt. Bail
of $25,000 was raised on the federal
charge of "flight to avoid prosecution,”
but Seale was immediately rearrested on
the Connecticut charges.

A tiny courtroom, the smallest and least
accessible in San Francisco, was the scene
of what may be Seale's last "public" ap-
pearance for some time. As he left the
court, after having spoken only to give
his name, Seale exchanged clenched-fist
salutes with the 20 supporters who had
managed to get in. The judge, who had
just denied Seale bail, immediately order-
ed the arrest of two spectators for saying
"Power to the People." Both were fined
$5 and sentenced to five days in jail.

Seale's charges grew out of the death
of Alex Rackley, a New York Panther
found murdered near New Haven last
May 21. Seale was present in New Haven
on May 19 to speak at Yale University,
and sources in that city say that local
police officials claim to have a tape of
a "kangaroo court" in which Panther mem-
bers sentenced Rackley to death. Four
witnesses, several of whom turned state's
evidence, are reportedly ready to place
Seale in the room where the "decision"
was taken.

There is little chance that sufficient evi-
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Bobby Seale

dence exists to convict Seale of either mur-
der or kidnapping, but the always vague
conspiracy charges may prove more diffi-
cult to defeat. In any case, his arrest and
detention without bail will deprive the party
for months, if not years, of one of its most
effective remaining leaders. Seale is sche-
duled to have an extradition hearing on
Sept. 25, and then join the other Panthers
awaiting trial in Connecticut. Before then,
the government will be trying to convict
Seale in its conspiracy trials dealing with
the Democratic Convention in Chicago
last year. That trial begins in late Sept-
ember.

OAKLAND — According to a press re-
lease from the national Black Panther
Party headquarters in Oakland, Sylvester
Bell, a member of the San Diego Panthers,
was murdered in San Diego Aug. 15.

The Panther release charged that the
murder was carried out by the US orga-
nization in Los Angeles as part of a "bla-
tant attempt to intimidate Panthers and
other witnesses now testifying in the murder
trials going on in L. A." Members of US
are on trial in Los Angeles for their al-
leged involvement in the murder earlier
this year of two Los Angeles Panther
leaders at the campus of the University
of California at Los Angeles.
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Nixon on
welfare

By Howard Reed

When President Nixon delivered his
major policy speech on welfare, it was
barely two weeks after the moon landing,
with all the hoopla built up by the press.
Taken in the context of Apollo 11, Nixon's
introductory remarks were extremely sig-
nificant.

After referring to the advanced industrial
nature of the country, Nixon pointed out
that "we face an urban crisis, a social
crisis—and at the same time, a crisis in
confidence in the capacity of government
to do its job. . .

"It's no accident, therefore, that we find
increasing skepticism and not only among
the young, but among citizens everywhere
— about the continuing capacity of gov-
ernment to master the challenges we face."

It is in the light of this skepticism and
growing distrust over the government's
inability to solve basic social problems
that Nixon offered his new welfare pro-
posal —apparently hoping to counteract
some of the disillusionment. The chief point
of the plan is that the government will
adopt a national minimum standard of
welfare, $1,600 a year for a family of
four —roughly 1/6 of the amount the U. S.
Labor Department deems adequate for a
family of four. In addition, Nixon offered
a formula whereby the federal government
will supplement state and local payments
to welfare recipients above that amount,
up to a level of $3,920 for a total family
wage. With budget cuts taking place all
over the country in health, education and
welfare, it is not difficult to imagine how
generously local governments will supple-
ment the $1,600 figure!

Nixon's proposal is heralded as pro-
viding "equitable" payments to welfare re-
cipients all over the country. In other
words welfare recipients in every state,
from New York to Mississippi, would get
the $1,600 minimum. It might be recalled
that one year ago, the New York City
welfare department abolished clothing and
furniture grants, and instead gave every
person on welfare (including children) $25
quarterly for clothing and furniture. Under
the guise of "equity” clothing and furniture
payments were cut 75 percent by this me-
thod. The department was so concerned
with equity that July 1, 1969, they totally
cut out even the $25 checks.

Another feature of the Nixon proposal
is that all welfare recipients would have
to accept jobs considered suitable by the
government, or else enter job-training pro
grams. Nixon didn't indicate which jobs
are suitable by government standards, but
local welfare authorities for years have
been forcing recipients to accept sweatshop
employment under pain of having their
cases closed.

This forced employment also applies to
welfare mothers who are the sole source
of support to their families. Nixon's answer
is that numerous child-care centers will
be built to care for the children of working
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*“. . . one giant step for mankind.”

mothers. Nixon rhapsodizes, "There is no
single ideal to which this Administration
is more firmly committed than to the en-
riching of a child's first five years of life,
and thus helping lift the poor out of misery
at a time when a lift can help the most.
Therefore, these day-care centers would
offer more than custodial care; they would
also be devoted to the development of vi-
gorous young minds and bodies." The
people in Vietnam apparently are not yet
aware of the shift in Administration prior-
ities.

Nixon did not say when these day-care
centers would be built. However, a more
definite aspect of the program will be the
abolition of federal food stamps. The
National Council of Hunger and Malnu-
trition, whose spokesmen include Walter
Reuther and Ralph Abernathy, estimate
that this proposal will reduce purchasing
power of the poor in 44 states.

Needless to say, the plan does not pro-
vide for any increase in the cost of living,
although food and housing costs arerising
at an astronomical rate.

New York Mayor John Lindsay, who,

4 new Merit publications

Merit Publishers announced during Au-
gust the publication of a new book and
three new pamphlets. The book is Leon
Trotsky — The Man and His Work (128
pp., illustrated, $2.45). The three pam-
phlets are, Revolutionary Analysis, Strat-
egy and Tactics Today, (32 pp., 50c);
Leon Trotsky on the Trade Unions, (80
pp., 95¢); and Problems of Women's Lib-
eration by Evelyn Reed (64 pp., 95c).

Leon Trotsky — The Man and His Work
is a 8 1/2" x 11" paper-back book com-
menorating Leon Trotsky's 90th birthday.
It contains reminiscences and appraisals
of Trotsky by Natalia Sedov Trotsky,
Alfred Rosmer, Adolf Joffe, Rosa Luxem-
burg, Victor Serge, James P. Cannon,
Joseph Hansen, Farrell Dobbs, Ernest
Germain, Pierre Frank, George Novack
and others.

Revolutionary Analysis, Strategy and
Tactics Today provides a compliation of
articles discussing key issues being raised
in the radical movement today. Among
the articles, which were originally pub-
lished in the Young Socialist and The
Militant, are "Elections as a Weapon of

the Struggle,” "How Not to Organize Gls,"
"Black Nationalism as a Touchstone,"
"How to Defend Ourselves," "Revolution-
aries and the Fight for Reforms," "GIs
and the Antiwar Movement," "A Perspec-
tive on Women's Emancipation,” "The Role
of Antiwar Demonstrations," "The Student
Revolt," "How to Fight in the Army—A
Reply to the Underground,” and "The Na-
ture of the Present Period."

Leon Trotsky on the Trade Unions con-
tains two parts. In the first, Trotsky dis-
cusses communism and syndicalism, plac-
ing them in historical perspective and con-
trasting them in terms of class-struggle
realities. In the second section, he dis-
cusses problems of union strategy for rev-
olutionists in England, France, Holland
and the United States. The preface to each
section is by Farrell Dobbs.

Problems of Women's Liberation by
Evelyn Reed is a Marxist analysis of
women's role in past and present society,
the historical reasons for their oppression
under capitalism, and the way to libera-
tion.

according to the Communist Party and
"radical figures" in the antiwar movement
has broken with the Republican Party,
revealed that he has "been invited by the
White House to assist in the final drafting
of this legislation." Lindsay hailed the
new proposal as "the most important step
forward by the Federal Government in
this field in a generation.”

Welfare recipients themselves have little
reason to share this optimistic forecast.
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Protest against
Greek junta in
Minneapolis

By Lee Smith

MINNEAPOLIS — Former Vice Pres-
ident Hubert Humphrey and Minnesota
Governor Harold LeVander shared aplat-
form with junta-appointed Mayor Ritsos
of Athens before the national convention
of the American Hellenic Progressive Edu-
cation Association here on Aug. 22.

The "Progressive" in AHPEA's name is
a real misnomer, as the only significant
opposition to the organization's all-out
support for the military governmentwithin
the ranks comes from backers of the mon-
archy.

Outside the Leamington Hotel, where
AHPEA's 5,000 members were gathered, a
group of about 75 opponents participated
for two hours in a militant picket line,
organized by the Minnesota Committee for
Democracy in Greece. Also taking part were
members of SDS, YSA and the Socialist
Workers Party.

Some signs carried by the group were:
"Free All Political Prisoners,” "Aegean Is-
land Concentration Camps Backed by
Washington and Wall Street,” "No More
Tax Dollars for Dictators,” "Hubert, the
Junta's Friend —the People's Enemy" and
"Torture, Dictatorship — Courtesy of CIA,
NATO."

The pickets chanted "Free Greece Now!"
as they marched back and forth by the
hotel entrance, where they were showered
with water and other objects from upper
story windows, as well as with verbal abuse
by AHPEA members. The line halted brief-
ly and grouped around the front door,
chanting, when Hubert Humphrey entered.
This evidently unnerved the few cops on
duty because within minutes two full squads
arrived with their sirens screaming, carry-
ing long black metal-tipped batons.

Supporters of the junta tended to be
very vocal. Their favorite taunt to thenon-
Greeks on the picket line was, "You aren't
even Greek!"—something they seemed to
consider quite relevant.

Although Ristos' praise for the junta
drew overwhelming and enthusiastic ap-
plause from the crowd inside, AHPEA's
membership was not 100 percent behind the
dictatorship. Three elderly women from the
convention cheered the pickets with shouts
of "Bravo!" and one of them told the pick-
ets she had just returned from Greece and
assured them, "I am with you!"

Minneapolis printers
win significant victory

By Fred Ferguson

MINNEAPOLIS—The Minneapolis
Typographical Union rank-and-file won
a significant victory in late July when it
attained its goal of a dollar-an-hour in-
crease, and broke the national wage settle-
ment pattern by more than double.

The Dollar-an-Hour Committee, a rank-
and-file caucus which represented the more
militant sector of Local 42, gave quali-
fied support to the settlement, and pointed
out that the gains were made in spite of
the actions of the International Typograph-
ical Union, and not because of any sup-
port they offered.

The international, according to a spokes-
man for the caucus, formed an alliance
with the American Newspaper Publishers
Association and the multimillion-dollar
Cowles publishing empire, in order to
maintain the national settlement pattern.

The new contract, as announced by the
local leadership, included the following
features:

® A 30-month contract (Jan 1, 1969 to
June 1, 1971).

® A 97-cent-an-hour increase, retroactive
to Jan. 1, 1969.

@® A ten-cent increase in shift differential.

® And a hard-fought clause guarantee-
ing the shop machinists a dollar a day
"tool allowance." This, after the machinists
had removed their tools from the shop for
two months.

A statement issued by the Dollar-an-
Hour Committee following the contract
settlement said: "We have made our sup-
port qualified because of the length of
the contract. We feel that with an annual
rate on inflation on nearly 8 percent, al-
most half the first year increase is lost
even before the contract starts.

"Given the small increase in the second
half of the contract, (37 cents), the mem-
bership may well find that most of their
increase has been eroded before the end of
the contract."

Yet the settlement, with a total cash value
of $61 (twice the settlement in Detroit,
after a long and bitter strike), represents
a major victory for rank-and-file control
of the union movement.

It was a victory attained despite the
International Union. Despite the National
Publishers Association. Despite John
Cowles Jr., and despite the red-baiting
and slander attacks of the local bureau-
crats.

It was a hard-fought victory that saw the
use of overtime bans that were 100 percent
effective and slow-down campaigns that
became so effective that they were de facto
sit-down strikes.

It was a demonstration of solidarity and
class-conscious ingenuity not seen for years
in the printing industry.

The caucus, which by the time of the
contract settlement had nearly 60 mem-
bers, decided to use the lessons learned
in the struggle to help educate the rest
of the International.

In a leaflet drawn up by the committee
and mailed to the 120 largest newspaper
composing rooms in the country, the news
of the victory and the facts exposing the
treachery of the union bureaucrats were
set forth in a very militant manner.

The response to the leaflet, while modest,
did indicate that the news of someone
having successfully challenged the bank-
rupt leadership of the international was
well received by the younger, more mili-
tant sections of the union.



Friday, Sept. 5, 1969

THE MILITANT

Page 9

The ghetto: easy-credit shlock

By Derrick Morrison

How do Black and Puerto Rican ghetto
residents become the virtual property of
finance and credit companies? Craig Kar-
pel, writing in the May 26 and June 2
issues of New York magazine, deals with
the fraud perpetrated on the ghetto through
installment buying plans. He covers the
area in and around 125th Street, the main
shopping area for Black and Puerto Rican
residents in Harlem.

The furniture and appliances sold in
these stores- is known, in the parlance of
this business, as shlock —lowest level of
junk. In the words of the author, shlock
"is made of gumwood and flakeboard,
knocked together with a few screws, up-
holstered in plastic 'brocade' and var-
nished like a cheap coffin. Shlock stores
do not talk about percentages of markup,
like 50 percent markup or 75 percent
markup — they talk about how many
'numbers' they jack the price up over
wholesale, and a 'number' is 100 percent.
All shlock is marked up at least one
number, .and on a credit sale the markup
can be three or four numbers."

The only term that I can think of that
explains this operation is highway rob-
bery, pure and simple theft. Fraud is
just a sophisticated term for theft and
robbery.

The bait used to get a prospective vic-
tim into the store is to offer sets of furni-
ture and appliances as "easy credit." To
get "easy credit,” you only need to have
a job so that your wages can be taken
in the event you miss a payment on the
installment plan.

The victim may see an ad like this:
"Sleeper, matching chair, 2 walnut finish
steptables plus decor, lamps, walnut finish
bachelor chest, matching mirror, full size
bed, with 1 pc. Firestone comb. mattress,
16 pcs. dishware, 16 pcs. cutlery, 8 towels,
11 pc. salad set, 29 table access." All of
this— shlock of course—for only $198.
But as soon as the victim walks into the
store, the salesmen will make sure that he
doesn't leave until he has signed on a
dotted line to buy $1,000 worth of shlock
on "easy credit.”

And when the furniture and appliances
arrive, there is sometimes little resemblance
to what the buyer purchased. The colors
may not be the same, the stereo may not

Stapleton backs
water workers’

vunion action

CLEVELAND — Socialist Workers Party
candidate for mayor of Cleveland; Syd
Stapleton, has endorsed the actions being
taken by the city water workers in the
face of union-busting moves by the city
of Cleveland.

Expressing solidarity with Clarence R.
King, who was arbitrarily suspended while
acting in his capacity as chief steward,
Stapleton said, "This action by the city
and the primitive antistrike legislation in
force in Cleveland indicates that the city
administration is no friend of the working
man. The water commissioner, son of a
wealthy banker, got his job through po-
litical patronage rather than through any
special devotion to the people of the city
and obviously has little sympathy for or
contact with the water workers, who make
the department work. Under a socialist
administration, all city department would
be administered by the men who work in
them; the right to strike would be guaran-
teed for all. Unlike under any Democratic
or Republican administration, working
people, not the sons of big business, would
form the cabinet.”

Calling on Clevelanders to back the
water workers' actions, Stapleton pointed
out that trade-union control of the various
city departments might have avoided a
recent fatal accident involving chlorine gas
leaking from a filtration plant, which was
the fault of the city's bureaucratic lethargy
in changing to modern, safer water-fil-
tration methods.

work, or maybe the television looks used.
The 9-by-12 rug may turn out to be a
piece of linoleum. And maybe two chairs
are missing. Along with all this, the pay-
ment book arrives, and the installments
listed add up to much more than the ori-
ginal price-tag.
The used-car racket

The used-car business operates in a simi-
lar fashion. These thieves are set up on
Bruckner and Queens Boulevard and else-
where. The bait is that nobody is refused,
no matter how bad his credit. In actuality,
the dealer checks out the customer's credit,
after he lays down the $500 deposit for
the car. If the credit doesn't check out,
the dealer may refuse to deliver the car
and return the deposit.

According to Karpel, "The Consumer
Fraud Unit set up by U.S. Attorney Ro-
bert Morgenthau under the direction of
Richard A. Givens has been looking into
the used-car racket. 'Our investigations
have disclosed a pattern of sales of certain
used cars at many times their original
cost,' explains Givens, 'followed by a cycle
of repossession, repurchases of the car at
a low price at auction and further resale
at many times that price to new customers,
who in turn are frequently sued by finance
agencies and often claim to have received
no notice of suit. The inquiry indicated
that in certain cases some used-car dealers
know in advance that there will be a com-
plaint regarding each and every automo-
bile sold and that many customers will
give up the car and default because they
feel it can't be made to work. We're look-
ing into possible violations of federal law
by these people.'"

In cases like this, the federal govern-
ment is always looking but never doing.
The encyclopedia game

Another favorite if the encyclopedia
fraud. Here, door-to-door salesmen try to
palm themselves off as representatives of
the board of education, selling so-called
"required” books. People who alreadyhave
a set of encyclopedias are hoodwinked
into buying another set. People who only
speak Spanish are conned into buying
books in English. And so on.

In capsulizing the whole "easy credit"
racket, Karpel quotes Philip G. Schrag,
attorney in charge of consumer litigation
for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund. "'If
Greedy Merchant gets Ernest Black to
sign such a contract for a 'new color tele-
vision' and the set turns out to be an old,
battered black-and-white instrument, or
even if Merchant never delivers any set
at all, Merchant can sell Black's contract
to Ghetto Finance, Inc., for a lump sum,
and Black is out of luck. Ghetto has a
right to payment in full from Black, and
Black has no right to tell a court that
he's been robbed.' The common-law justi-
fication for this is that Ghetto Finance
supposedly knows nothing about Greedy
Merchant's business practices, that it is a
'holder in due course' of the installment
paper. In practice, finance companies often
work hand-in-glove with merchantsto soak
the poor."

The finance company

It is the finance or credit agency that
ultimately does the bidding of the out-and-
out avaricious merchant. When the hood-
winked Brother or Sister throws away the
shlock and stops payment, it is the finance
company that hunts him or her down
and begins to extract payment on the debt
by garnisheeing wages.

The finance company accomplishes this
by going through the courts, with the debt-
or rarely permitted to say a word. In
civil court where such cases are heard,
only 53 percent of the defendants indicate
ever having received a summons. Since
the summons areissued by private agencies
known as process servers, sometimes they
just write out perjured affidavits rather
than take the "trouble” to deliver the sum-
mons. And even if thedefendant gets a
summons, the hearing is almost invari-
ably in another county, making it very
unlikely that he will appear.

As soon as it becomes apparent that
the defendant will not appear, the attor-
neys for the finance company fill out ready-
made complaint and judgement forms.
They just fill in the monetary figures and
send the forms to the county clerk, who
stamps the printed forms. Then an "in-
come execution” form goes to the city
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1968 D. C. rebellion: Stores are always a prime target

marshall, who in turns begins to exact
tribute from the victim.

Notice that in this whole civil-court pro-
cedure, the judge never enters the picture.
Thus, for the rapacious, blood-sucking,
insatiable merchant, the civil courts be-
come a place not where decisions aremade,
but where their affairs are administered,
a place where the criminal is legitimized
as victim and the victim as criminal.

When the victim's employer receives the
papers from the city marshall for garnish-
ment of wages, he usually threatens the
victim with firing. Although there is a law
against firing workers with only one gar-
nishment, there is no law against refusing
to hire them. Therefore, Brothers with one,
two, or many garnishments wind up as
the "hard-core unemployables,”" put there
by the employers.

The payoff

To avoid the possibility of losing a job,
many workers with one or more garnish-
ments will go to the city marshall and pay
him directly. Of course, the rate will be
higher in order for the marshall to get
his take. Add to this an interest rate of
18 percent to 36 percent, and a Brother
or Sister has been virtually sold into bond-
age. Ergo, the 20th century slave, or
maybe 20th century serf.

Doesn't the victim, the ghetto consumer,
have any rights? The answer is yes, but
they are very few and far between. Where-
as the small businessmen and finance com-
panies have studied their rights and have
lawyers at their beck and call, the down-
and-out consumer has nothing.

According to Karpel, "The Civil Rights
Committee of the Association of the Bar
of the City of New York has recently
demanded three reforms. The first is that
service of process be a function of a pub-
lic agency. The second is that suits be
allowed only where the consumer lives,
used to live or made the purchase. The
third is that right to counsel for the poor
be guaranteed in civil actions as it is in
criminal cases. These proposals would re-
quire action by the legislature. But a venue
bill such as the Bar Association proposes,
sponsored by the attorney general last
year, never got anywhere. The legisla-
ture has shown no great concern for pro-
tecting the rights of poor consumers in the
past, and there is no reason to believethat,
without a welling-up of public concern,

it will do anything to help in the near
future. If there is going to be a change
in the courts in the meantime, it is going
to have to come from the courts them-
selves."

Change, if it is going to come, will
come from the consumers themselves, from
a ghetto that is organized independently
of the power structure and is ready to deal
with the rapacious businessmen and fi-
nance companies.

That the stakes in such a struggle are
very great is unwittingly stated by Karpel.
This comes through when he deals with
so-called consumer investigating agencies.
One such agency is the Better Business
Bureau.

Karpel made a visit to the BBB of
Harlem, which has offices at the Hotel
Theresa. He had a conversation with the
public relations director, Miss Larrie O'
Farrell, that went like this: "'Everybody
in Harlem is controlled,' stage-whispered
Miss O'Farrell. 'The furniture stores are
no exception.'" 'Who controls everybody
in Harlem?' I asked expectantly, pen in
hand. 'Who controls everybody in Harlem?
I think we both know the answer.' 'Oh,
them,' 1 said. Miss O'Farrell went on to
suggest that the reason the Better Business
Bureau had not pursued the matter of
them had something to do with not want-
ing bombs lobbed through its windows.
In fact, Miss O'Farrell suggested that if
I went too deeply into the matter of fur-
niture stores, they might have me dod-
ging bombs. I swallowed the lump in my
throat and pressed on.”

This form of 20th century bondage that
grips the ghetto will not be expelled by
petition, lawsuit, or otherwise. It will be
expelled when Black and Puerto Rican
people organize independently to seize con-
trol of their communities by any means

‘necessary.
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North Ireland: the struggle continues

By Robert Langston

AUG. 26— After three weeks of bloody
clashes between North Ireland's oppressed
Catholic minority on one side and fren-
zied mobs and deputized "special con-
stables” drawn from the most reactionary
and bigoted sections of the Protestant com-
munity on the other, the British govern-
ment has directly intervened in Ulster
with troops. More that 6,500 English sol-
diers now patrol the streets of Derry City
(Londonderry, in the English colonial vo-
cabulary) and Belfast. An uneasy truce
prevails at the moment.

Britain's action exposes thefiction, main-
tained since 1922, that Ulster enjoys "home
rule" in the interests of the Irishmen. It
demonstrates that Ulster is ruled in reality
in the interests of British imperialism and
the tiny upper class of Anglo-Irish land-
owners, officers, big merchants and indus-
trialists.

During the past three weeks, at least
eight people have been killed, six of them
Catholics, and some 550 civilians and
225 policemen have been wounded.

Since last October, the Catholic com-
munity, which constitutes about a third of
Ulster's population, has been conducting
a vigorous struggle to win elementary
democratic rights and to abolish social
and economic discrimination. The Catho-
lics are kept poor, given the worst jobs,
and are the last to be hired and first to
be fired. By a mixture of blatant gerry-
mandering and high electoral property
qualifications, they are kept drastically
underrepresented in government.

In the Derry City Catholic ghetto of
Bogside, for example, 30 percent of the
men are unemployed. Fewer that 10 per-
cent of the regular policemen are Catho-
lics. Only 11 of Ulster's 52-member par-
liament and only two of the 12-member
Ulster delegation to the British parliament
are Catholics. More than 90 percent of
Ulster's senior civil servants are Protes-
tants, and of the 106 public-service posts
paying more than $10,000 a year, only
three are held by Catholics.

Orange Order parade

The widespread violence erupted Aug.
2 in Belfast, following a parade by youth
members of the Orange Order. The Orange
Order, a semi-secret association of the
Anglo-Irish ruling class and privileged
sections of the protestant middle and work-
ing classes, is devoted to "unity with Eng-
land" and controls Ulster's governing
Unionist Party.

After parading through a Protestant sec-
tion of the city, the Orangemen penetrated
the Catholic ghetto. In response to this
highly provocative act, some rocks were
thrown from houses occupied by Catholics.
The Orange youth went on a rampage,
and for the next two days anti-Catholics
went marauding through the Belfast ghetto.
The Catholics defended themselves vigor-
ously. Ninety-seven people were wounded,
including 17 policemen.

The next week was relatively quiet, but

Bernadette Devlin, 22-year-old member of the British Parliament and leader
of North Ireland’s oppressed Catholic minority.

on Aug. 12, another provocative, pro-
English parade, this time in Derry, un-
leashed the unrestrained violence of the
Protestant mob, some of them deputized.
The parade this time was one commemor-
ating the breaking of James II's Catholic
armies' siege of Derry in 1689. As in
Belfast nine days earlier, some rocks were
thrown, and thefanatical pro-English, anti-
Catholic forces, with the cooperation of
North Ireland's regular police force, the
Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC), took
the rock-throwing incidents as an occasion
to attempt a pogrom in the Catholic ghet-
to of Bogside.

The attacks in Derry were a signal to
bigots throughout the six counties. Within
two days, Catholic communities were un-
der attack and were defending themselves
in Belfast, Dungaven, Newry, Armagh,
Lurgan and Iniskillen.

On Aug. 14, the Belfast government,
surprised and frightened by the extent
and intensity of the Catholic resistance
called up the infamous B Special Con-
stabulary.

The B Specials

The B Specials is an 8,000-man auxil-
liary police force composed of right-wing
Protestant fanatics. Prior to the call-up,
many of them were probably already "ac-

ACLU supports Boutelle
against travel restrictions

By Elizabeth Barnes

NEW YORK — The American Civil Lib-
erties Union has initiated action againstthe
U.S. government's attempts to restrict the
travel of Socialist Workers Party New York
mayoralty candidate Paul Boutelle and
three other Afro-Americans who were re-
cently banned from entering Bermuda dur-
ing a regional black power conference.

When Boutelle arrived in Bermuda for
the conference last month, the customs
officials were singling out all Afro-Amer-
icans coming through the line to check
their names on a list of so-called "un-
desirables." According to Boutelle, when
the officials found his name on the list,
he was motioned aside and told that he
could not enter the country.

The ACLU is taking action in behalf
of Boutelle and Omar Amed, who was also
turned back in a similar manner. In a
letter addressed to three U. S. government-
al bodies involved — the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, and the Department of State —

ACLU legal director Melvin Wulf condem-
ned the U.S. government for providing
the government of Bermuda with such
lists, and accused the agencies responsible
of blatant disregard for the constitutional
right of citizens to travel.

Meanwhile, Paul Boutelle's campaign for
mayor is continuing full force. On Aug.
22 Boutelle took part in the national con-
vention of the Republic of New Africa in
Washington, D.C., where he appeared
along with Republic of New Africa Second
Vice-President Brother Imari on a panel
on "The Future Course for Black Revo-
lution." There were approximately 150 peo-
ple present at the three-day conference,
which included a series of panels, speeches
and workshops.

On Aug. 14 Boutelle spoke to the mem-
bers of the "Seminar on Third World
Thought" held at the Martin Luther King
center at New York University. Earlier
that week he spoke at a meeting of ap-
proximately 300 black and Puerto Rican
youth organized by the "People's Self-De-
fense Committee” in the Bronx.

tive" in the Protestant mobs, and the order
simply meant equipping them with the
most effective weapons—including mach-
ine guns —and legitimizing their actions
as a peace-keeping operation.

How effectively the B Specials and the
RUC carried out their "police" functions
is suggested by Edward B. Fiske in the
Aug. 23 New York Times, who cites the
experience of a Belfast couple, Sean and
Jean Cooney. The street where the Cooneys
live, he wrote, "was the scene of bitter
fighting late last week when members of
the Royal Ulster Constabulary ... and
the B Specials moved into the area followed
by Protestants with gasoline bombs and
other weapons [emphasis added].

"It was awful,’ said Mr. Cooney, a 41-
year-old carpenter. 'The police just stood
there and watched while the Protestants
shot at us and went up and down the
street smashing windows and calling us
Pope-heads.™

And Gerald Leach, writing in the Aug.
24 London Observer describes the satura-
tion of Bogside with supposedly "harm-
less" CS gas that led, more than a week
later, to an epidemic of serious diarrhea
among the babies of Bogside. "Dozens of
eyewitnesses,” Leach reported, "agree that
some police officers were hurling CS gren-
ades and firing cartridges with frenzied
abandon.

"In some cases, they fired directly at
individuals, and at one point they caused
a panic by firing at a Roman Catholic
crowd over the heads of and from behind
a Protestant crowd who were attacking
with petrol bombs."

Catholic resistance

Catholic resistance was strong every-
where. In Bogside, where the civil rights
movement is concentrated and where the
community is better organized than else-
where, the Derry Citizens Defense Com-
mittee manned the barricades and patrolled
the streets from Aug. 14 on. John M.
Lee in an Aug. 19 New York Times dis-
patch described the atmosphere and the
attitudes of some of the leaders in Bog-
side after the British troops had already

been posted around the entrances to the

ghetto:

"The soldiers for all their power, could
not authorize entry to Bogside.

"To gain entry, a visitor was directed

down the hill . .. into a shabby house
at 7 Wellington Street.
"This was the headquarters for . . . the

Derry Citizens Defense Committee. . . .

"A young woman in jeans, who said
she had been expelled from Oxford for
leftist agitation, examined the visitor's
credentials and issued a pass, a ragged
armband reading 'Peace Corps.'

"The young woman, looking stern, said
religion was only 'the tip of the festering
boil.'" She advocated a united, socialist
Ireland."

Predictably, the Anglo-Irish ruling class
and its retainers pretended to see in the
Catholic community's self-assertion the
work of sinister outside agitators. Ulster's
Prime Minister James Chichester-Clark con-
tinually muttered about the Irish Re-
publican Army and"subversiverepublican"
elements at work on the minds of the
Catholic youth.

And last Sunday, Rev. Ian Paisley, the
Bible-thumping, fundamentalist Presby-
terian preacher who more than any other
man has been commissioned by Ulster's
Anglican rulers with the job of diverting
the anger and frustration felt by the poor
Protestant masses away from the Anglo-
Irish ruling class and towards the even
poorer Catholic masses, turned his pul-
pit over to the ultraright, fundamentalist
American preacher, Rev. Carl MclIntyre.

McIntyre preached mightily against the
Devil, the Pope, and the Reds. According
to the Aug. 25 New York Times, he
"called on Protestants to stand fast, and
he said the Catholic civil rights movement
was permeated with 'Marxism and Trot-
skyism' and was similar to the work of
black revolutionaries in the United States
who burned American cities."

On Aug. 16, the British government,
thoroughly frightened by the intensity of
the Catholic resistance, mindful of the in-
calculable consequences of full-scale civil
war for continued English rule, and an-
xious about the growing radicalization
in the Irish Republic began sending troops
into Belfast. Two days later, Derry toowas
occupied. Many Catholics welcomed the
occupation, since it will help make per-
fectly clear where the.responsibility for
the misery of North Ireland, and the frat-
ricidal struggle between oppressed Irish-
men, belongs: on British imperialism.

Boutelle, Benson
speak at rally
in Philadelphia

By Rich Finkel

PHILADELPHIA—The "Red Revolu-
tion at Rittenhouse Square" was the name
of an audacious rally held here, Aug. 16.
Close to 1,000 attended the lively meeting
to boost the Socialist Workers Party elec-
tion campaign. There werered banners and
balloons, revolutionary posters and ban-
ners, and above the stage fluttered a red
flag beside the "Vote Socialist Workers in
'69" banner.

The featured speaker for the afternoon
was Paul Boutelle, the SWP candidate for
mayor of New York. Boutelle explained
why black people need an independent
political party: "The Democratic and Re-
publican parties are the fox and the wolf,"
he said, quoting Malcolm X. "They are
both members of the same family — the
racist capitalist system that can only con-
tinue the oppression of black people."

The night before the rally and earlier
that day, Boutelle and several campaign
supporters held street meetings in the North
Philadelphia black community.

John Benson, SWP candidate for dis-
trict attorney, explained how the city admin-
istration's escalating attacks on gang war-
fare can be used to attack all black organ-
izations in the community. He rejected the
city's fraudulent line that community pro-
blems are caused by black youths.

Other speakers at the Rittenhouse Square
rally included Mumia Cook, communi-
cations secretary of the Philadelphia Black
Panther Party, who spoke on the need
for people to get together to fight growing
repression. Jim Quinn, former editor of the
Temple Free Press, stressed the impor-
tance of breaking with capitalist politics and
urged support for the SWP campaign.

Rock and blues bands that provided
entertainment included the Elizabeth, Lew-
isberg, Lethe and Storm. There was Afri-
can modern dance and the Iyone Nash
Dance Group.
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in passing ...

In the preface to The Dissenting Acad-
emy (VINTAGE Books, 304 pp., $1.95),
Theodore Roszak, the editor of the col-
lection, writes:

"The Vietnam war has inspired a range
of resistance on the part of teachers and
students that extends from conventional
petitioning to the practice of mass civil
disobedience. While those involved in this
resistance are still a strict minority of
the total academic community, since the
1965 teach-ins no single groups in our
society has been as persistent and vocal
in its opposition to official policy as the
professors and students.”

These words were written last year and
they are no longer quite true. Sundry
polls of student opinion appearing in the
bourgeois press (including one in For-
tune) clearly show that the antiwar move-
ment is now a strict majority of "the total
academic community." However, this may
not yet be true of professors as a group.

Hence, the value of a book like The
Dissenting Academy, which makes a sharp
attack on the complacency of comfortable
academics secure in their allegedly value-
free disciplines. Each author (Louis
Kampf, Staughton Lynd, Noam Chomsky,
etc.) examines the state of professional
opinion in the field of his expertise, asking
the curiously subversive question: Know-
ledge for what?

. . .

Women constitute an oppressed major-
ity in the United States, so one should
not pass over lightly the potential of the
growing movement for women's libera-
tion in this country. Theoretically speaking,
the fledgling women's movement is ad-
mittedly in a formative stage. Discussions
are now going on concerning women's role
in class society and their potential role
in the movement for social change.

In Problems of Women's Liberation: A
Marxist Approach, Evelyn Reed attempts
to outline the role women have played in
the development of civilization, how they
became alienated as a group from men
with the rise of class society, the specific
history and nature of the oppression of

Harry Ring is currently on vaca-
tion. Both he and his *Great
Society” column will return to the
Militant in September.

women under capitalism, and the general
path that a movement for the liberation
of women must take to be successful.

The author enters into the controversy of
how the struggle for women's liberation
is to be oriented: as sex against sex or
class against class. Her general conclusion
on this point:

"On allfundamental questions concerning
private property holdings, wealthy women
are just as likely to uphold the status quo
and their privileged positions in it as
are wealthy men. Whenever they do so,
they betray their own sex for the sake of
their class interests and comforts.

"Thus, class against class must be the
guiding line in the struggle for human
liberation in general and women's libera-
tion in particular."

(Problems of Women's Liberation may
be obtained for 95c¢ from Merit Publishers,
873 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10003.)

. . .

Wassily Leontief, a Harvard professor
of economics, went to Cuba in May on a
trip financed by the Ford Foundation
and the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences. The Aug. 21 New York Review
of Books has published his surprisingly
informative, somewhat sympathetic travel
notes.

Probably the most significant data in
the article are Leontief's remarks concern-
ing the high level of the young political
economists in Cuba. These young men and
women have been trained in their profes-
sion since the revolution. Leontief's glow-
ing descriptions of their competence (and
other evidence he presents) leave the reader
with a rather high opinion of the Cuban
educational system.

Leontief also makes some penetrating
remarks (and a few not so penetrating)
on the state of the Cuban economy. In
general, he believes that the attempted
U.S. economic blockade of Cuba from
other countries is not doing Cuba any
great damage. On the other hand, the
cut-off of direct trade between Cuba and
the United States is in fact holding back
the development of Cuba's economy. How-
ever, he estimates that on the level of
international politics the total effect of Wash-
ington's policy vis-a-vis Cuba is more
harmful to the U. S. than to Cuba.

Malachi Constant

Meet Socialists in Your Area

ARIZONA: Phoenix: YSA, c/o Lindley Garner, P.O.
Box 750, Tempe, Arizona 85281. Tel; (602) 669-4025.

CALIFORNIA: Berkeley-Oakland: SWP and  YSA,
2519-A Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley, Calif. 94704.
fel: (415) 848-9334.

Los Angeles: SWP and YSA, 1702 E. 4th St., los
Angeles, Calif. 90033. Tel: (213) 269-4953.

San Francisco: SWP, YSA, Militant Labor Forum, and
Pioneer Books, 2338 Market St., San Francisco, Calif.
94114. Tel: (415) 626-9958.

San Diego: Alan Stancliff, 4143 Georgia, San Diego,
Calif. 92103

COLORADO: Boulder: YSA, c/o Chuck Melien, 1044
University, Boulder, Co. 80302.

FLORIDA: Tallahassee: YSA, c/o Doug Lord, 610
N. Calhoun, Tallahassee, Fla. 32301.

GEORGIA: Atlanta: SWP, YSA andBookstore, 187 14th
St., Atlanta, Ga. 30309. Tel: (404) 876-3887.

ILLINOIS: Champaign-Urbana: YSA, P.O. Box 2099,
Sta. A, Champaign, IIl. 61820. Tel: (217) 359-1333.

Chicago: SWP, YSA and bookstore, 302 S. Canal St.,
Rm. 204, Chicago, IIl. 60606. Tel: (312) 939-2667.

DeKalb: YSA, c/o Steve Sappanos, 111 Carroll #1,
DeKalb, Il. 60115.

INDIANA: Bloomington: Sandy McNaughton, 511
N. Fess #4, Bloomington, In. 47401

KANSAS: Lawrence: YSA, c/o Bob Mears, 1500 Ken-
tucky, Lawrence, Ks. 66044, Tel: (913) VI3-4620.

KENTUCKY: Lexington: YSA, ¢/o Ed Jurenas, 1610 S.
Limestone, Lexington, Ky. 40503. Tel: (606) 278-8544.

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: SWP and YSA, ¢/o Militant
Labor Forum, 295 Huntington Ave., Rm 307, Boston,
Mass. 02115. Tel: (617) 536-6981.

MICHIGAN: Detroit: SWP and YSA, Eugene V. Debs
Hall, 3737 Woodward Ave., Detroit, Mich. 48201. Tel:
(313) TE1-6135.

East Lansing: YSA, c/o Alec Harshey, 914 Lilac #7,
East Lansing, Mi. 48823.

Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor: YSA, ¢/o Dave Davis, 913
Washtenaw #16, Ypsilanti, Mich. 48197. Tel: (313) 482-
7348. .

MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St. Paul: SWP, YSA and
Labor Bookstore, 1 University N.E. (at E. Hennepin)

2nd fl., Mpls. 55413. Tel: (612) 332-7781.

MISSOURI: Kansas City: YSA, c¢/o Paul Schmidtlein,
5437 Charlotte, K.C., Mo. 64118. Tel: (816) EM1-4883.

St. Louis: YSA, c/o Bill Onasch, Schardell Hotel, Rm.
30, 280 N. Skinker Bvld., St. Louis, Mo. 63130.

NEW JERSEY: Newark: YSA, c¢/o Walt Brod, 425
Mt. Prospect Ave., Newark, N.J. 07104. Tel: (201)
483-8513.

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA, c/o Bill O'Kain, 313 State
St., Albany, N. Y. 12210.

Binghamton: YSA, c/o Gary Wurtzel, Gox 1187, Har-
pur College, Binghamton, N.Y. 13901.

New York City: SWP and YSA and bookstore, 873
Broadway, N.Y., N.Y.10003. Tel: (212) 982-6051.

NORTH CAROLINA: Chapel Hill-Durham: YSA, c/o
Bob Friedman, H6 Camelot Apts. Chapel Hill, N.C.
27514. Tel: (919) 942-3024.

OHIO: Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 13900 Euclid Ave.,
East Cleveland, Oh. 44112.Tel: (216) 249-8250.

Kent: YSA, P.O. Box 116, Kent, Ohio 44240.

Yellow Springs: YSA, c/o Dick Taylor, Antioch Union,
Yellow Springs, Oh. 45387. Tel: (513) 767-9063.

OREGON: Portland: YSA, c/o Tonie Porter, 5203 S.
W. Pomona, Portland, Oregon, 97219. Tel: (503) 246-
9245,

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: SWP and YSA, 686
N. Broad St., Philadelphia, Penna. 19130. Tel: (215)
CE 6-6998.

RHODE ISLAND: Providence: YSA, c/o Jeff Powers,
134 Benefit St., Providence, R. I. 02902,

TEXAS: Austin: YSA c/o Tom Kincaid, 2201 B Nueces,
Austin, Texas 78705.

Houston: YSA, c/o Fred Brode, 5420 Olana, Houston,
Texas 77039.

UTAH: Logan: YSA, c/o Sterne McMullen, 763 E. 9th
North, Logan, Utah 84321.

WASHINGTON, D.C.: YSA, c¢/o Kathy Coram, 3518
Wisconsin Ave. N.W. #3, Tel. (202) 362-0037.

WASHINGTON: Seattle: SWP and YSA, 5257 Uni-
versity Way N.E, Seattle, Wash. 98105. Tel: (206)
523-2555.

WISCONSIN: Madison: YSA, 202 W. Gilman, Madi-
son, Wisc. 53703. Tel: (608) 256-0857.

Reading for revolutionaries

A Trotsky anthology

The Age of Permanent Revolution:
A Trotsky Anthology, edited by Isaac
Deutscher, Dell Publishing Co, 384 pp.,
95 cents.

This is a selection of Trotsky's writings
and speeches spanning the entire 40-year
political life of one of the greatest revolu-
tionaries of all time. Edited by Isaac Deut-
scher with the assistance of George Novack,
it also contains Deutscher's fine introduc-
tion.

The anthology is arranged by subjects
and the general format is chronological,
making it easy for the reader either to
follow the subjects in sequence or to go
directly to any of them.

The broad range of Trotsky's interests
and activities is reflected in this book.
He deals with a large number of questions,
virtually all of them of currentimportance,
as well as political events in almost every
country. The volume contains theoretical
analyses as well as the author's views
on culture, literature, art, philosophy, sci-
ence and many other things.

The title of this book correctly identifies
Trotsky with the much fought-over theory
of the permanent revolution. Twenty-nine
years after his death, no one can more
accurately name the period in history we
are passing through in any other way than
Trotsky did. The 20th century has cer-
tainly seen more revolutionary transfor-
mations in all spheres of life than any
comparable period in history, and perhaps
more than in all previous periods taken
together. This is what Trotsky, as a thinker,
based himself on—constant change, per-
manent revolution.

However, the theory of permanent rev-
olution had in his time, and has today,
concrete applications to day-to-day po-
litical problems. It is a fitting tribute to
Trotsky's thinking that not only the Rus-
sian Revolution of 1917 but the Chinese
revolution of 1949 and the Cuban 10
years after that, developed in accord with
his theory whether the leaders of the lat-
ter two events were conscious of it or not.

The first part of this book deals with
Trotsky's youthful activities, the Russian
revolution of 1905, his subsequents exile,
the first world war, the revolution of 1917
and the civil war that followed. Trotsky
was at the head of the Red Army that
fought on 15 fronts against the combined
forces of the Czarist restorationists and
the imperialists and defeated them.

He discusses the first five years of the
Communist International, problems of So-
viet reconstruction and the struggle against
Stalinism. This is followed by a section
on Europe in which the author explains
his attitude toward fascism.

He then deals with the English-speaking
world and particularly with the United
States, where Trotsky believed the future
of mankind would finally be decided. The
section "Colonial World" is followed by one

The works reviewed in this
column are generally available
from Merit Publishers. For a free
catalog write to Merit Publishers,
873 Broadway, New York, N.Y.
10003.

Isaac Deutscher

on the "Fourth International,” which Trot-
sky founded to replace the degenerated
Third International headed by Stalin.

The infamous Moscow Trials in which
Stalin destroyed virtually all of Lenin's
closest associates is explained, as well as
the degeneration of the Russian Revolu-
tion and the program for its regeneration.
The final sections deal with the masters
of Marxism and questions of culture, lit-
erature, art, morals, science and philo-
sophy. The volume concludes with
Trotsky's testament and his vision of the
future.

This listing of the matters Trotsky writes
about should be enough to attract the
attention of those who have not yet had
the good fortune to read his views. We
can promise them a most rewarding ex-
perience.

— Milton Alvin

YSAer speaks to

Teenage Dems

By Carol Lisker

HARRISBURG — Bruce Marcus of the
Philadelphia Young Socialist Alliance par-
ticipated in a panel discussion on youth
in American politics, held at the annual
meeting of the Pennsylvania Teenage Dem-
ocrats. Sixty-five people attended the meet-
ing held here Aug. 9. Other groups repre-
sented were the Democratic, Republican and
Constitutional parties and the New Demo-
cratic Coalition.

In contrast to the other four speakers,
Mr. Marcus held that by its very nature
the capitalist system cannot be reformed
into representing the interests of the work-
ing people. He pointed to the war in Viet-
nam as a prime example of this.

The audience had little patience with
the three representatives of the capitalist
parties, but the response to Marcus' talk
was quite enthusiastic. Literature was
bought and many questions were asked
about the antiwar offensive this fall, the
Young Socialist Alliance, and socialism
in general.
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Gls’ combat refusal

bad news for Nixon

By Dick Roberts

AUGUST 26— The courageous refusal
of a battle-shattered company of GIs to
carry out fruitless and unreasonable orders
is heartening news to the antiwar move-
ment. It is an ominous portent to the
U.S. government. When the ranks of any
army begin to question battle orders, that
army is in trouble.

This is the first reported battlefield re-
bellion and it has received national pub-
licity. But it is undoubtedly not the first
time GIs in Vietham have turned down
the orders of their commanders. A number
of similar instances have been rumored
previously.

According to AP reporters Horst Faas
and Peter Arnett, 'A' Company of the
196th Light Infantry Brigade's 3rd Bat-
talion had obeyed orders for five days
to move "down the jungled rocky slope
of Nui Lon Mountain into a deadly laby-
rinth of North Vietnamese bunkers and
trench lines." On the sixth day they said
no. The aim of the entire mission was to
reach a downed helicopter whose crew
and passengers, everyone realized, were
dead.

They could see no reason to go out,
no benefit, nothing to gain: "They said
they were sick of the endless battling in
torrid heat, the constant danger of sud-
den firefights by day and mortaring and
enemy probing at night. They said they
had not had enough sleep and they were
being pushed too hard. They hadn't had
mail. They hadn't had hot food," the AP
reporters write.

The lieutenant who had given 'A' Com-
pany the command it rejected told his
commanding officer, "I think they under-
stand [what it means to disobey orders
under fire] but some of them simply had
enough —they are broken. There are boys
here who have only 90 days left in Viet-
nam. They want to go home in one piece.

The situation is psychic here."

Repeated pleas and orders were to no
avail.

Finally, Faas and Arnett report, a bald-
faced lie by a "quick-tempered" sergeant,
flown in from the battalion base across
the valley, moved 'A' Company into ac-
tion.

Sgt. Okey Blakenship told the AP cor-
respondents, "One of them yelled to me
that his company had suffered too much
and that it should not have to go on.
I answered him that another company
was down to 15 men still on the move —
and I lied to him—and he asked me,
'Why did they do it?™

Blakenship replied, "Maybe they have
got something a little more than what
you have got." The soldiers angrily re-
sented the implications of cowardice. After
Blakenship walked away, he turned and
noticed the men were following.

As Washington well knows, the courage
to ask questions like "Why did they do it?"
is contagious. It can spread rapidly. And
this makes serious trouble for the Nixon
administration, which is trying to buy
more time and freedom from the pressure
of antiwar sentiment at home —in order
to continue the fighting in Vietnam.

Now, in addition to mounting pressure
at home, some soldiers have said in the
most dramatic fashion that they do not
want to fight or die in Vietnam.

Now, more than ever, the antiwar move-
ment must demonstrate its solidarity with
American GIs who are saying, "No, we've
had enough." Now, more than ever, we
must demand that all troops be brought
home immediately.

The Nov. 15 mass mobilization in Wash-
ington provides the opportunity to do just
that in the most effective way. Hundreds
of thousands of Americans will be sup-
porting the GIs of 'A' Company who
asked "Why did they do it?"

Organizing moves ahead
on Nov. 15 D.C. march

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Plans for the
massive antiwar mobilization Nov. 15
are moving ahead at a rapid pace. A
meeting of the Washington Action Com-
mittee of the New Mobilization Committee

Robert Williams’
slated return

After eight years in exile, Robert
F. Williams is scheduled to return
to the U.S. on Aug. 30. Williams,
who was one of the first black lead-
ers in this country to advocate self-
defense, fled the country in 1961 after
being framed up in Monroe, North
Carolina, on a kidnapping charge.
During exile, he and his wife and two
sons havelivedin Cuba, China, North
Vietnam and most recently, Tanzania.

While absent from the country,
Williams was made honorary presi-
dent of the Republic of New Africa
(RNA), a separatist organization
whose national headquarters is in
Detroit. Brother Gaidi, first vice-presi-
dent of the RNA, announced Williams'
return at a press conference Aug. 24.
Gaidi said that if Williams is arrested
upon arrival in Detroit, release will
be obtained for him on a writ of
habeas corpus. The Justice Depart-
ment has announced that Williams
is still being "actively sought' on a
federal fugitive warrant from North
Carolina. '

to End the War in Vietnam here Aug.
26 worked out a line of march for the
demonstration and outlined plans for var-
ious publicity materials to build the action.
The committee is further ahead with its
organizing work than has been the case
in any of the previous national antiwar
demonstrations.

On the drawing boards are several but-
tons; a leaflet version of the call for the
action; a leaflet giving the main details,
demands, etc.; a leaflet on the Death March
being organized by the American Friends
Service Committee as a part of the fall
action; and the first issue of the New
Mobilizer, which the march organizers plan
to bring out regularly between now and
the Nov. 15 action.

At the same time, reports coming into
the Student Mobilization Committee office
indicate that plans for the Nov. 14 student
strike have received enthusiastic response
even before the fall semester is under way.
The size and militancy of the two recent
West Coast SMC demonstrations — against
Nixon, who was attending the state ban-
quet for the astronauts in Los Angeles
on Aug. 13, and against Nixon and Park
in San Francisco — are an indication of the
potential that exists for student antiwar
actions this fall.

The latest issue of the SMC Student Mobil-
izer Wall Poster is now off the press. Two
buttons and a national leaflet on the fall
actions are now being drawn up.

Both further information and literature
can be obtained from the New Mobilization
Committee, 1029 Vermont Ave. N.W.,,
Suite 900, Washington, D.C., 20005,
tel. 202-737-9500; or from the Student
Mobilization Committee, 1029 Vermont
Ave. N.W., Suite 907, Washington, D. C.
20005, tel. 202-737-0072.
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| IF YOuU CAN‘T
QUALIFY, SIR, STEP
_ ASIDE FOR THOSE
WHO CAN 1

MOUNTING PROTEST. SWP candidate for mayor of Atlanta Linda Jenness
was the first to condemn the outrageous qualifying fees levied on candidates
for Atlanta city offices. Since then opposition has been increasing rapidly. The
above is an editorial cartoon being run on WSB-TV. The two men standing
immediately behind Abe Lincoln have been identified as Lester Maddox and

Adolph Hitler.

SMC Nixon protest draws

5,000 in San

SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 22 — The fall
offensive against the war in Vietnam was
launched here last night when the Student
Mobilization Committee held a spirited
antiwar demonstration of 5,000 people out-
side the hotel where President Nixon was
entertaining his South Korean puppet, Park
Chung Hee. The occassion was a state
dinner attended by such notables as San
Francisco State President S. 1. Hayakawa,
Mayor Joe Alioto, and Zsa Zsa Gabor.

The size of the turnout indicated that
the illusion in Nixon as a peace monger
is rapidly fading away.

The SMC called the demonstration
around the slogan, "Withdraw all GIsfrom
Vietnam and Korea now!"It began with
a picket line around Union Square op-
posite the hotel. Then there was a rally
inside the square. Speakers included An-
drew Pulley of the Ft. Jackson 8; Alex
Forman of regional SDS; Barry Chan of
the Asian Coalition; Froben Lozada, head
of the Chicano studies program at Mer-
ritt College; and Dan Siegle, U.C. Ber-
keley student-body president. The dem-
stration was cosponsored by the Asian
Coalition, the Joe Hill Caucus of SDS,
and the Bay Area Peace Action Council.

Student Mobilization Committee moni-
tors passed out rally programs and bro-
chures introducing the SMC to all the
participants. Enough monitors were on
hand to prevent any disruption of therally
by right-wingers or by ultralefts, such as
those who took over the speakers' plat-
form at the Hiroshima Day rally in New
York.

Police units were mobilized and hidden
in large numbers near the demonstration,

Richard Nixon

Francisco

but they were given no pretext to attack
the demonstrators. San Francisco police
had the tightest security precautions since
the visit of Nikita Khrushchev in 1960.
The SMC was initially denied a permit
for the demonstration, but the permit was
later issued when it became obvious that
the SMC was going ahead with the action
anyway.

The demonstration was widely publicized
by the media, both before and after it
took place. Even the San Francisco Ex-
aminer, which rarely bothers to mention
upcoming demonstrations, told about the
SMC demonstration on the front page
the day before it occurred. One radio
station carried an announcement of the
demonstration every 15 minutes.

Armed with this successful beginning
of the fall antiwar offensive, the SMC
in the Bay Area is now preparing to ex-
tend its thrust with an organizing drive
on all high school and college campuses
here, aiming toward the nationwide student
strike on Nov. 14 and the West Coast
demonstration in San Francisco on Nov.
15.

Arab students

in U.S. holding
nat’l convention

COLUMBUS, Ohio, Aug. 23 — A prelim-
inary symposium on "Palestine and the
World" this weekend opened the 18th an-
nual convention of the Organization of
Arab Students, held on the huge campus
of Ohio State University.

Both the question periods and the in-
tense discussions between sessions indicated
that many of the delegates sympathized
with one or another of the various Pales-
tinian liberation organizations, such as the
Fatah, the Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine, and the Democratic Pop-
ular Front. A beginning was made in Cla-
rifying the differences as well as the pos-
sible areas of common work among these
tendencies in the movement.

The formal sessions of the convention
will continue through the week, ending
Aug. 29. Lectures by Arab scholars, panel
discussions and special commissionreports
will cover topics such as the lessons of
the Algerian revolution, the international
student movement in relation to the Pales-
tinian struggle, and Arab student activities
in the U.S. and Canada. Also scheduled
is a panel discussion with Arab students
and American supporters of the Palesti-
nian liberation movement.
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