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Halstead Scores
Anti-Guba Move

NEW YORK — Fred Halstead, Socialist Workers candidate for
President, assailed the latest Organization of American States
anti-Cuban agreement as one more move by Washington to sub-
vert the legitimate government of the Cuban people.

“It is an incredible reminder of Hitler’s big lie technique,”

Halstead said Sept. 26,

“for Washingtonn to talk of the need to

act against governments which interefere in the affairs of other
countries. Is there any government in the world that can match
the U.S. record in doing precisely that?”

Noting that even Latin-American regimes that are creatures
of the U.S. had balked at the demand for a blacklisting of ships
from countries exercising their right to trade with Cuba, Hal-
stead predicted that in the days ahead Washington would have
even more difficulty in lining up forces for its anti-Cuba drive.
The U.S. is becoming so hated by the people of Latin America,
he said, that even the most servile regimes must seek at least
some small public posture of independence from it.

Branding the charge of Cuban subversion the “ultimate in

hypocrisy,” Halstead pointed to Washington’s long,

unsavory

record on this score. He cited the organization of a mercenary
army to overthrow the duly elected Arbenz government in Guate-
mala, the openly admitted organization of an invasion force against
Cuba, continuing landing of CIA terrorist agents in Cuba, the
invasion of Santo Domingo, the use of U.S. Special Forces against
freedom movements in Latin America and the toppling of a whole
series of Latin-American governments whose policies were not
sufficiently McCarthyite to suit it.

Insofar as Cuba is concerned, Halstead said, it not only has
the right but the revolutionary duty to give every possible aid
to those who struggle against tyranny in Latin America. “It is to
Cuba’s eternal credit,” he declared, ‘“that it openly and proudly
aligns itself with the forces struggling for justice and social pro-
gress. Would that we had a government here to do likewise.”

Boutelle

By Derrick Morrison

DOVER, Delaware — Paul Bou-
telle, Socialist Workers candidate
for Vice President, opened a South-
ern speaking tour with a highly
successful visit at Delaware State
College, a predominantly black
school here. It was the first time
a radical ever spoke on campus
and his visit made a real impact.

Between now and Oct. 21 when
he will be in Washington for the
demonstration against the war,
Boutelle will be speaking at black
colleges and elsewhere in the

Touring

South. Among the places he is
already scheduled to visit are
Washington; D.C.; Hampton and
Norfolk, Va.; Tuskegee and Lown-
des County, Ala.; Jackson, Miss.;
New Orleans, La.; Houston and
Austin, Texas; and Norman, Okla.

The visit here opened with a
meeting where the interest was so
great that it went on for nearly
four hours, with a smaller group
continuing the discussion informal-
ly after that. The meeting was
sponsored by the Student Govern-
ment Association and chaired by
Leroy Tate, chairman of the Stu-
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AT DELAWARE STATE. Paul Boutelle, Socialist Werkers Party
candidate for Vice President, speaking to black students on first

leg of Southern tour.
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AGAI}NST DICTATORS. Vietnamese students demonstrating in Saigon against phony elections and
U.S. policy in Vietnam. Joining them in David Marr, 29, a former Marine stationed in Vietnam and

presently a student there.

S. Vietnamese Demonstrate
Against Crooked Elections

By Les Evans

SEPT. 26 — The new outbreak
of antigovernment demonstrations
in South Vietnam shows the com-
plete failure of the Sept. 3 elec-
tions there to consolidate any pop-
ular base of support for the mili-
tary dictatorship of Generals
Thieu and Ky.

Militant street demonstrations
by angry Buddhists and students
broke out Sept. 24 throughout

in South
dent Government.

Although Delaware State is a
black college, 40 percent of its
1,600 student body are white. More
than 200 black students turned
out for the meeting.

Boutelle gave thém a very in-
teresting description of socialism
and black nationalism and how the
two are related. To show how
people’s thinking evolves, he told
about his own evolution from the
1950s when he supported the
Korean war and voted the straight
Republican ticket. By 1960 the
upsurge of the freedom struggle
made him start to rethink his ideas
and brought him to nationalism
and Marxism.

Following his talk came an in-
tense discussion and question pe-
riod of more than an hour and a
half. Most of the questions re-
volved around socialism and what
it has to offer and just exactly
what black power is. There were
a number of questions about the
colonial revolution. Much of this
centered on the situation in South-
ern Africa. The Arab-Israel war
was also discussed., About a hun-
dred stayed for the entire four-
hour period and a number con-
tinued the discussion later.

About $30 of literature from
Merit Publishers was sold. The
most sought-after literature was
the material by and about the late
Brother Malcolm X.

The next night we had a six
hour discussion with nearly 20 stu-
dents in the men’s dormitory. This
went on until 2 a.m. The discus-
sion covered the whole range of
politics, race, religion, revolution,
history, and so on.

Eleven people signed up as en-
dorsers of Afro-Americans for
Halstead and Boutelle.

South Vietnam: in Danang, in
Hue, in central Vietnam and in
Saigon. The protest represented a
united effort by those layers of
the population who may not have
joined the freedom struggle led
by the National Liberation Front,
but are still unable to stomach
the crude U.S.-sponsored regime
of the generals. Included in the
coalition are the Buddhists of
Thich Tri Quang, students, and
the defeated civilian presidential
candidates with Trong Dinh Dzu,
the so-called “peace” candidate,
acting as their spokesman.

R. W. Apple, Jr., reported from
Saigon in the Sept. 25. New York
Times, “In each city, the demon-
strators denounced what they
called the ‘blatant rigging’ of the
voting, [and] demanded that the
Constituent Assembly set aside the
results. . . .7

The government prepared to fall
back on its only base of support:
the police and the army.

“Civil Police reinforcements
were called out,” Apple writes.
“In Danang, airborne troops with
fixed bayonets and tear-gas gre-
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Oct. 21 News
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NEW YORK — The Fifth Ave-
nue Vietnam Peace Parade Com-
mittee has chartered a fleet of
buses and trains to carry New
Yorkers to Washington- for the
massive October 21 confrontation
to end the war in Vietnam, Thou-
sands of leaflets urging “Support
our men in Vietnam, Bring them
home” and listing the schedule of
events in Washington, local de-
parture points and prices of trans-
portation are being distributed
throughout the city.

The bus trip to Washington
costs $8.50 per person round trip
(Children under 12 — $7 each).
The train costs $11. Buses will
pick up passengers at 19 depar-
ture points in all five boroughs,
leaving very early Saturday morn-
ing, the 21st, and returning that
night.

The schedule in Washington —
rain or shine — calls for an as-
sembly at 11 a.m. at the Lincoln

nades stood by, in Hue field po-
licemen wearing camouflaged uni-
forms sped to the campus.

“The students marched down Tu
Do Street, Saigon’s main shopping
thoroughfare, paused near the
Constituent Assembly building
and then walked half a mile to
the central market before splitting
U.p.”

While the U.S. daily press em-
phasized the election protest, it
was plain that the demonstrations
were also directed at U.S. inter-
vention in Vietnam. Thieu and Ky
could never have survived in
power long enough to hold last
month’s phony elections if they
were not backed up with massive
amounts of American money and
munitions.

United Press International ad-
mitted this aspect of the protest
in the caption it released with the
photograph on this page: “March-
ers were demonstrating against
U.S. policy in Vietnam and the
outcome of the recent Vietnamese
national election.”

Aside from the charges of fraud

(Continued on Page 3)
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Memorial; a march at noon to the
Pentagon south parking lot where
a rally will begin at 3 p.m. Direct
action by those desiring to do so
will begin on the steps of the Pen-
tagon at 4 p.m.

The Parade Committee has
asked people to mail in their or-
ders for bus and train tickets be-
fore Oct. 17. The address is: 17
East 17th Street, New York, N.Y.
10003. Phone (212) 255-1075,

Following are a sampling of re-
cent reports that have come in
to the Student Mobilization Com-
mittee from this country and
abroad.

[ ]

DETROIT — Detroit Area Mo-
bilization Committee: “Ten buses
have already been reserved and
we have chartered one plane.
Round trip tickets are $15 and

(Continued on Page 6)



Page Two

THE MILITANT

Monday, October 2, 1967

THE NATIONA L

When an anonymous Teamsters
union official was asked the dif-
ference between the leadership
qualities of James Hoffa and
Frank E. Fitzsimmons, he replied,
“Jimmy Hoffa was out looking
for things. Fitzsimmons sits in his
office and if the phone rings, he
answers it.”

At the present moment, how-
ever, Fitzsimmons has two thorny
problems on his hands.

He is participating in the East-
ern Conference of Teamsters ne-
gotiations with five trucking com-
pany associations who represent
2,500 individual companies cover-
ing 40,000 drivers, organized into
16 local unions. The negotiators
are trying to arrive at an accep-
table uniform contract to replace
the hundreds of individual local
contracts which covered the driv-
ers and helpers up to Sept. 1.

Whatever kind of a uniform con-
tract is arrived at, Fitzsimmons
and his helpers will have trouble
on their hands trying to sell the
deal to the men — since many of
them will be asked to give up
wage rates and fringe benefits
much higher than such a con-
tract will provide. The only con-
crete result of negotiations so far
is the second postponement of a
called strike.
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But Fitzsimmons has a much
thornier problem on his hands.
Several thousand frustrated, thor-
oughly dissatisfied union mem-
bers who own their own rigs and
who haul finished steel from the
mills to the factories, have gone
on strike in the face of opposition
from the International Teamsters
officials. These independents are
organized into the drivers local
unions at their home base. At pre-
sent they are covered under the
national freight contract negotiated
last spring by a supplement. The
independents have three major
demands:

They want a separate contract
to be administered by the work-
ers themselves.

They are asking for $15 an
hour after 2 hours waiting time.
At present these drivers some-
times spend from 8 to 10 hours
waiting for a load. One man, in-
terviewed on TV, told of pulling
into a steel mill on a Tuesday at
noon. He was still there at noon
on Wednesday. When he protested
to the traffic manager, he was
told, “Tough.”

Since all the time spent at a
turn-around is at the man’s own
expense, to say nothing of the
money he loses in tied-up equip-
ment, this is a logical and just
demand.

Most of the independents lease
their rigs to steel-hauling truck
companies. Under the present con-
tract they are supposed to be paid
72 cents out of every $1 the truck
firm charges the steel mill, The
men are demanding 79 cents, They
charge that the unions make no
attempt to enforce the existing

contract and that most leasors pay
as little as 69 cents out of every
$1 they collect,

Under the first over-theroad
freight contract signed in 1938 by
the 1ll-state area committee with
the Midwest truck owners, the
steel haulers’ specific problems
were given special consideration.
However, today they are treated
like step-children.

The men who pull those huge
open trailers loaded with steel
have one of the most hazard-
ous driving jobs. The seemingly
small loads they carry are steel
and hence far heavier than they
appear. A shifting of the load or
a mechanical defect in the equip-
ment which joins the tractor-cab
to the trailer can result in tragedy
— a jack knifed trailer crashing
into the cab and a dead driver.

To date, Fitzsimmons “has been
unavailable for comment.” Other
top Gnion officials have simply re-
fused to comment.

Meanwhile the striking “wild-
catters’ are operating in a loose-
ly knit organization, from a diner
and a filling station. They claim
that 15,000 union and nonunion
steel haulers have joined the
strike. The tie-up has already af-
fected 200 truck-leasing companies
in 11 Midwest and eastern states
and is now spreading to New Eng-
land.

* *® *

On Sept. 24 the 103 Rockettes,
Corps de Ballet and singers who
form the main attraction at New
York’s Radio. City Music Hall,
turned thumbs down on a com-
pany offer of a 16 percent wage
increase and went back on the
picket line.

The performers had two major
demands — a 40-percent wage in-
crease and pay for the 40 hours
they rehearse each week. Wages
at present range from $99 to
$126.50 after three years. No wages
are paid for the 40 hours rehear-
sal time each week,

The copper industry “resents”
the implication drawn at the
American Mining Congress con-
vention in mid-September, that a
government clearance of an in-
crease in copper prices could settle
the two-and-one-half month old
copper, zinc and lead miners’
strike,

Reading between the lines of
the corporation statement, the
copper barons are not too anxious
to settle the strike. The stockpile
of the metal is still large. The
world price for the metal is weak.
They are apparently perfectly con-
tent to keep the mines closed until
the market strengthens.

Meanwhile the strike by 37,000
copper, lead and zinc miners and
processors, goes into its third
month. The workers are demand-
ing about $1 an hour in wage in-
creases and fringe benefits. The
companies are offering a package
of about 50 cents per hour.

—Marvel Scholl

Socialist

Directory |

BOSTON. Boston Labor Forum, 295 Hun-
tington Ave., Room 307, Boston, Mass.
02139.

CHICAGO. Socialist Workers Party and
bookstore, 302 South Canal St.,, Room
204, Chicago, Ill. 60606. WE 9-5044.

CLEVELAND, Eugene V. Debs Hall, 2nd
floor west, 9801 Euclid Ave., Cleveland,
Ohio 44106. Telephone: T791- 1669. Militant
Forum meets every Sunday night at 7:30.

DENVER. Militant Labor Forum. P.O.
Box 2649, Denver, Colo. 80201.

DETROIT. Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3787
Woodward, Detroit, Mich. 48201. TEmple
1-6135. Friday Night Socialist Forum
held weekly at 8 p.m.

LOS ANGELES. Socialist Workers Party
1702 East Fourth St., L.A. Calif. 9003$
AN 9-4953 or WE 5-9238. Open 1 to 5 p.m.
on Wednesday.

MINNEAPOLIS. Socialist Workers Party
and Labor Book Store, 704 Hennepin

Ave., Hall 240, Minn,, Minn. 55403. FEd-
eral '2-7781. Open 11t 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

NEWARK. Newark Labor Forum, Box
361, Newark, New Jersey 07101

NEW YORK CITY. Militant Labor For-
um. 873 Broadway (at 18th St.), N.Y,,
N.Y. 10003. 982-6051.

OAKLAND-BERKELEY, Socialist Work-
ers Party and Pioneer Bookstore. 2003
Milvia, Berkeley, Calif. 94704. Phone
848-3992. Open 2 to 7 p.m. Monday thru
Friday; Saturday 12 to 5 p.m.

PHILADELPHIA, Militant Labor Forum:
P.O. Box 8412, Phila.,, Pa. 19101.

ST. LOUIS. Phone EVergreen 9-2895. Ask
for Dick Clarke.

SAN FRANCISCO. Militant Labor Forum
and Pioneer Books. 2338 Market St., S.F.,
Calif. 94114, 552-1266.

SEATTLE. Socialist Workers Party. LA
2-4325. 5257 University Way, Seattle,
Wash. 98105.

UAW Officials Use Strike
As Pretext for Dues Hike

By Frank Lovell |

DETROIT, Sept. 21 — The UAW
international executive board, in
a special meeting at Solidarity
House today, voted to raise union
dues and assess all working mem-
bers approximately $25 per month
for the duration of the auto strike.
No. mention was made of increas-
ing wunion strike benefits now
doled out to pickets at the struck
Ford plants at the miserly rate of
only $30 a week for family men
and $20 for single men.

The executive board recommen-
dations will be voted on at a spe-
cial United Auto Workers conven-
tion in this city Oct. 8.

The proposed dues increase will
be permanent if adopted and has
nothing to do with the current
strike. Instead of the present flat
dues of $5 a month for all UAW
members, the proposed change will

‘be based on hourly earnings. For

the average member in any of the
Big Three auto corporations, who

now earns $3.40 an hour, payment
of two hours wages per month for
union dues means an increase to
$6.80. Those earning above the
average will pay more (in some
categories, nearly double the pre-
sent $5 monthly dues), and the
lowest paid UAW members (those

" getting $3 an hour or less) will

pay only a small dues increase of
$1 or so.

The strike assessment is also
based on earnings, $25 a month for
all members in plants where
wages average $3 an hour or
more and $15 monthly where
the average wage scale is
$2 to $3. In plants where wages
average less than $2 an hour there
will be no increase in dues and
no strike assessment.

Immediate reaction in the plants
and on the picket lines to these
executive board proposals was flat
rejection. One of the pickets at
Ford’s River Rouge plant said he
thought the wunion’s top leaders

Top Entertainers to Perform
AtParade Committee Benefit

NEW YORK — An impressive

roster of stars of the jazz and folk.

rock world will perform at a bene-
fit for the Fifth Avenue Peace
Parade Committee on Sunday, Oct.
15. Proceeds will be used to bring
people to Washington for the Oct.
21 Mobilization against the Viet-

- nam war.

Enough performers have volun-
teered to participate to be able to
organize two showings, one at 3
in the afternoon and one at 8 p.m.,,
with a different cast for each
show. Both will be held at the
Village Theater at Second Avenue
and Sixth St.

The following are.among those
already scheduled to perform:
Richie Havens, folk singer; Eric
Anderson who will introduce his
new electric rock group; actors
Rubie Dee and Ossie Davis;
Charlie Mingus, the famed jazz
musician and his group; Paul
Krassner, editor of The Realist;
Bob Fass, of WBATI’s popular late
evening talk show; Archie Shepp
and his modern jazz group; folk
singer Barbara Dane; Moondog
and Strings; Tim Rose, a young
folk singer; Joe Frazier, formerly
of the Chad Mitchell Trio; Paul
Knopf, jazz composer and pianist;
Bill Fredericks, composer and
topical folk singer; and Elaine
White, also a composer and topical
folk singer.

Two groups are organizing the

benefit for the Parade Committee.
The folk section is being organized
by Topics magazine, and the jazz
section by United Jazz Workshops.

Tickets are available at $3, $4,
and $5. Special discount tickets are
available to students. Tickets may
be obtained at the Parade Commit-

tee office, 17 East 17th St., New -

York, N.Y. 10003 or, after Oct. 1,
at the Village Theater box office.

RUBY DEE. As she appeared
in “Purlie Victorious.”

at Solidarity House were meetiﬂg
to find ways to help the strike
and all they seemed able to do
was help themselves. It was ar-
gued that the UAW is not now in
need of a permanent dues in-
crease, and in any event, consi-
deration of this problem should
wait until the strike is won and
the regular convention is called.

A caucus of UAW skilled trades-
men, attended by both strikers and
others in the non-struck GM and
Chrysler plants, decided to revive
the $l-an-hour-now movement, re-
ject arbitration as a means of

. settling the strike, pay strike be-

nefits of $75 a week to all pickets
out of the swollen $67 million
UAW strike fund, and augment
this fund with a special strike as-
sessment on all working members
in whatever amount is necessary
and for as long as is needed to
win the strike against the auto
corporations.

These demands contrast sharply
with the dilatory proposals of the
UAW executive board and pro-
mise to become the issues upon
which the Oct. 8 UAW special con-
vention will center its attention.

Ford strikers began collecting
their $20 and $30 weekly UAW
benefits today, the end of the sec-
ond week of the strike which be-
gan Sept. 7. Payments at the pres-
ent rate are expected to deplete
the strike fund by about $4 mil-
lion weekly. The executive board
proposals for dues increases and
special assessments are designed
to bring in an estimated $20 mil-
lion monthly so that the $67 mil-
lion strike fund will remain at the
same level when the Ford strike
ends. The idea being, according to
high UAW officials, to keep the
union in a strong position to strike
Chrysler and GM in that order if
necessary after a Ford settlement
is reached.

The UAW has issued no state-
ment on demands since outlining
reasons for rejecting the Big Three
minimal contract offer Sept. 1. At
that time it was made clear that
UAW negotiators were fully aware
that the rate of profit in the au-
tomobile industry far exceeds the
average rate of industrial profit.

The UAW statement points up
this fact: “These profits constitute
far more than a fair rate of re-
turn on investment. In nearly
every year the industry’s profit
rate runs far above the United
States average. In the past five
years the Big Three profits on
their U.S. operations have far ex-
ceeded the manufacturing aver-
age rate of return on investment,
as the following comparison
shows: Chrysler, 20.3 percent re-
turn after taxes; Ford, 21.9 per-
cent return after taxes; GM, 24.5
percent return after taxes; all
manufacturing corporations, 11.6
percent return after taxes.”

Out of these super-profits cor-
poration executives have carved
great slices for themselves.

At Chrysler, 47 officers and di-

" rectors divided $4.8 million in sala-

ries and bonuses for an average of
over $100,000 apiece. Board chair-
man Lynn Townsend got $333,800.

Sixty-one GM officials split up
$15.8 million for an average of
$259,000 each. GM Board Chair-
man Frederic Donner, after taking
a 4 percent cut from the previous
year, got $590,000 in bonus besides
his $200,000 salary for a total of
$790,000 in 1966 (assuming a 40-
hour “work” week, this comes to
$390 per hour).

While exposing these super-pro-
fits of the corporations and the
unprecedented loot grabbed by
their top officials, Reuther made
it clear in the negotiations that he
would be willing to settle for a 5
or 6 percent increase in wages
plus a year-end share in the loot.
This is what Ford calls the ‘“un-
conscionable” demands of the
UAW. '
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N. Y. Black Teachers Press
School-Control Demands

By Elizabeth Barnes

During the New York teachers’
walkout, the demand for com-
munity control of ghetto schools
has been intensified and has
emerged as an important part of
the general struggle for black con-
trol of the black community.

Ever since this demand was first
raised, the leadership of the Unit-
ed Federation of Teachers has
opposed it, and thus it has been
one of the key causes of the
widening gulf between the black
community and the teachers’
union.

At Intermediate School 201,
during the Dbiggest battle yet
waged for community control of
the schools, the black community
faced the active opposition of the
UFT. IS 201 was shut down a
year ago by a community boycott
whose aim was to allow parents
a voice in making school policy.
One of the central demands was
that the school’s white school
board-appointed principal be re-
placed by an Afro-American.

Scabbed on Parents

The response of UFT president
Albert Shanker and the teachers
at IS 201 was to side with the
school board against the parents,
and teachers walked through the
picket lines set up by community
organizations.

The teachers labeled the de-
mand for a black principal as “ra-
cist” and made statements to the
press calling for determined oppo-
sition to the forceful tactics of the
community.

The UFT leadership has op-
posed not only the demand of
black control of the schools, but
other efforts by the black com-
munity to fight for decent educa-
tion as well. These racist policies
of the union have been opposed
from the beginning by black
teachers. In 1964 a group of them
founded the Negro Teachers As-
sociation when the UFT refused
to give endorsement to the New
York school boycotts. Since that
time they have changed their
name to the African American
Teachers Association.

This group has been in the fore-
front of the fight for black con-
trol of the schools. During the
walkout, 300 of its members met
and voted for a resolution calling
for the formation of a ‘“commu-
nity board of education” which

1964 SCHOOL BOYCOTT., Black parents outside Brooklyn office

)

of board of education. Failure of United Federation of Teachers
bureaucrats to back boycott led to formation of black teachers’

group.

would take over the school sys-
tem in ghetto areas. It was re-
commended that the board be
composed of parents, community
representatives, and members of
the African American Teachers
Association.

Before the teachers’ walkout,
the African American Teachers
Association wrote to Albert Shan-
ker charging that, “Your union
has not met with community
groups, concerned teachers or
other qualified professionals in
order to devise constructive plans
for the improvement of education
within the black community.”

In addition, the letter pointed
out, the UFT had included in its
demands something which the
black teachers considered inimical
to the interests of the black com-
munity. This was the demand for
new procedures for throwing so-
called “disruptive” children out
of classrooms. “The plan proposed
by your union for the so-called
disruptive child will only provide
teachers with police powers ra-
ther than solve any of the prob-
lems,” the black teachers pointed
out.

For these reasons the African
American Teachers Association

Campaign Is Launched
For a $20,000 Fund

By Evelyn Reed

L. B. Johnson will very likely
run again in 1967 as the nomi-
nee of the Democratic Party.

The Republicans will do no
better with whatever ticket they
present to replace him in the
White House.

Whichever of these capitalist
parties win — the majority of
American people will lose!

Consider our alternative —

The Socialist Workers Party
has already launched the cam-
paigns of Fred Halstead, anti-
war organizer, for President and
Paul Boutelle, black liberation
fighter, for Vice President.

They stand for immediate
withdrawal of American troops
from Vietnam; for total support
to the struggle of Black Ameri-
ca for freedom by any means
necessary; and for defense of
the colonial revolution from
Cuba to the Congo.

Both candidates will speak
out loud and clear in behalf of
this socialist alternative to cap-
italist misrule and misery on
national tours from coast to
coast.

That isn’t all. The presiden-
tial campaign is only one of the
many, many ways in which the
Socialist Workers Party is vig-
orously spreading the message
of socialism in this country. This
requires money and we are ask-
ing for your help.

We have just launched a
$20,000 fund to make it pos-
sible for us to fulfill our large
program of activities over the
next six months. Will you con-
tribute toward bringing about a
socialist alternative in America?
Simply clip the coupon on this
page and mail it to us with
your donation.

announced that members of their
organization would teach classes
during the walkout. “We can’t
work with a man (Shanker) who
says we must have policemen in
the schools,” was the way it was
explained by Leslie Campbell,
Brooklyn coordinator for the Af-
rican American Teachers.

The black teachers also saw the
walkout as a chance to bring black
parents into the schools so as to
involve them in the educational
process.

The implications of black con-
trol of the schools could be seen
in the activities carried on by
the black teachers and parents
during the walkout. In one school a
Garvyite flag hung in place of the
stars and stripes. H. Rap Brown
was welcomed at IS 201 while
white police were barred from
entering. Children studied Afro-
American history.

Shanker’s Attitude

Many black teachers were un-
certain as to whether they should
teach or not. It was the fact that
the UFT leaders had as one SNCC
person put it, so “flagrantly” and
“ostentatiously” disregarded the
demands of the black community
which made many decide to teach.
Shanker deepened the sentiment
against him when at a giant teach-
ers’ rally during the strike he
urged parents to keep their chil-
dren home from school because
“sex perverts,” persons with
“criminal records” or ‘“communi-
cable diseases” might be among
those volunteering to help in the
class rooms.

In many cases it was the more
militant black power. oriented
teachers who decided not to go
along with the action. One of the
teachers who instructed parents
on how to teach during the walk-
out was Herman Ferguson, one of
the “17 Afro-Americans Accused.”

Black control of the schools is
something which the board of edu-
cation has and will oppose in
every way possible. The city ad-
ministration is well aware of the
implications of black control of
the schools at a time when the
black community is going through
a deep radicalization.

It is important to note that al-
though the union now opposes the
demand for black control of the
schools, it has unconsciously pro-
moted it during the recent walk-
out. This is because the willingness
of the UFT to fight militantly
against the board of education in
defiance of the new strikebreak-
ing Taylor law has helped to pro-
vide the climate for militant ac-
tions of all kinds.
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Was Givilianthe Winner
In S. Vietnam Election?

By Robert Shann

Did Trong Dinh Dzu, the civil-
ian candidate who came in “sec-
ond” in the recent “elections” in
South Vietnam, really win?

This question must be answered,
“probably yes,” according to in-
formation reported by David Wur-
fel, an Asian affairs specialist
from the University of Missouri
who was in Saigon at the time of
the elections. Wurfel was sent
there by SANE and various reli-
gious groups.

LBJ also sent a group of blue-
ribbon observers over to Saigon
for the purpose of coming back
and reporting that everything
went fine, which is just what they
did. However, Wurfel pointed out
that these fellows were too busy
with official tours to do much ac-
tual observing.

Wurfel reports that there was
“extensive fraud” on election day,
involving ‘“up to 500,000 votes.”

The official returns had the
Thieu-Ky ticket coming in first,
with 1,638,902 votes. Dzu sup-
posedly got 800,285 votes.

The military gangsters who run
Saigon had barred all candidates

they didn’t like from the election.
Dzu, however, within the .limits
proscribed by the gangsters, was
considered a “peace candidate.”
Dzu strongly protested the elec-
tion results and charged the mili-
tary with fraud,

Now if 500,000 votes were
switched from Thieu to Dzu, Dzu
would have won the election,
1,300,000 to 1,200,000.

Besides the instances of fraud,
Wurfel said, there were “hund-
reds of thousands of votes pro-
duced by pressure exerted by the
government through the military
and the civil service.”

Meanwhile, Dzu, who probably
won the election in spite of the
corralled votes of the soldiers and
government workers, has been
convicted by the gangster govern-
ment of various corrupt practices.
We would be the last to suggest
that any of the Saigon politicians
couldn’t be found guilty on such
charges. Especially a rich lawyer
like Dzu. But it is an interesting
comment on what Washington
hailed as a “major step forward”
for democratic government in Sai-
gon.

... 3. Vietnam Demonstrations

(Continued from Page 1)
leveled by eight of the 10 defeated
civilian candidates for president,
more and more “hard” informa-
tion is coming to light on the rig-
ging of the elections,

The Sept. 26 New York Times
reports that a post-election sur-
vey has been carried out in which
a ‘“score of village, district and
province officials” have been in-
terviewed in an examination of
official polling records in five pro-
vinces in the Saigon area.

“The sampling of polling rec-
ords,” writes Tom Buckley from
Saigon, “showed that the election
regulation requiring the posting
of the official results at each poll-
ing place was ignored. In many
instances . . . village officials were
given no part except the task of
providing security. Clerks and
poll-watchers were brought in by
the district chief.”

In Benluc district “The original
figures for two polling places,
written in ink, had been crossed
out. The new figures, written in
pencil, reduced the vote of Tran

~Van Huong,

who had been re-
garded as the strongest of the ci-
vilian candidates. . . . In one poll-
ing place his vote was reduced
from 114 to 3 and at another it
went from 104 to 2.”

This says nothing of the fact
that no candidate the military dis-
approved of was allowed to run
and the majority of South Viet-
nam’s population, living in NLF
controlled areas, were not allowed
to vote by the Ky government.

President Johnson’s team of
“pblue ribbon” observers who
hailed the “honesty” and “good

order” of the elections deserve
their blue ribbons not for their
vigilance but for their obedience
in seeing what they were told to
see.

It is clear that almost all
the people of South Vietnam with
the exception of the military
clique want the U.S. to get out
of Vietnam. This is one more rea-
son why opponents of the war in
this country should work to bring
out a massive turnout in Washing-
ton on October 21,

NAME
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Cuban Rdlly H

By Joseph Hansen

[The following is a copy of an
article mailed from Cuba by our
editor on Aug. 19, a week after
the close of the Latin-American
Solidarity Conference. It was de-
livered this week.]

HAVANA — A mass meeting in
support of the struggle of the
black people in the United States
was staged Aug. 18 at the former
“Maine” park, here,

Advance publicity for the meet-
ing included pages of write-ups in
the newspapers, quickie meetings
on the job and in the schools, and
sound trucks in the street.

A crowd estimated at some 60,
000 people turned out despite a
tropical downpour that did not end
until the program was scheduled
to begin.

Salute to Rebellions

The participants, mostly work-
ers, marched into the plaza in big
contingents, bearing hundreds of
banners and placards saluting the
rebellions in the ghettos of the
USA. Many of these were crudely
lettered. The biggest ones, repre-
senting union locals, made colorful
displays. The slogans included:
“Cuba is on the side of the black
fighters”; “Long live the black
people of the USA”; “Protect Sto-
kely’s life”’; “Armed struggle is
the only road to freedom”; “We
support the American blacks.”

In back of the rostrum a huge

screen showed a map of the Unit-
ed States. Sketched on top of it
was the outline of a black fighter
gun in hand. The following slogan,
in billboard-size letters, was posted
alongside: “Nuestra Solidaridad
con los combatientes negros que
en los Estados Unidos golpean al
imperialismo.” [Our Solidarity
with the black fighters who are
striking at imperialism in the
United States.]
Official Tribute

Prominent Cuban leaders were
on the stand. These included Ma-
nuel Luzardo and Elena Gil of the

Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party and Melba Hernan-

dez of the Vietnam Solidarity
Committee. Elida Acosta of the
Organizing Committee opened the
meeting with a rousing tribute to
the Watts uprising in Los Angeles
two years ago as the beginning of
the present social storm in the
United States.

The main speaker of the eve-
ning was Jaime Crombet, general
secretary of the Unién de Jévenes
Comunistas [Union of Young Com-
munists]. He dealt with the inter-
connection between the struggle of
the black people in the United
States and the colonial revolution,
particularly in Cuba and Vietnam.
He paid special tribute to the up-
rising in Watts on Aug. 18, 1965.

Common Enemy

“As Dblood brothers, holding
common convictions, a common
ideology, and confronting a com-
mon enemy, we express our soli-
darity with the heroic American
black people, who are also under-
taking to destroy the entire mono-
polistic and imperialistic power in
the United States itself,”” Crombet
declared.

Referring to the fact that the
rally was being held in front of
the pedestal which supported a
giant bronze eagle in the days be-
fore the revolution (the aggres-
sive symbol of U.S. -capitalist
power was knocked down after
Batista was overthrown), Crom-
bet said: “We are meeting here to
tell the imperialists that the im-
perial eagle can never be returned
to this pedestal and that they can
never again trample on our soil
with their boots, since all the up-
right men and revolutionaries of
the world are rising to defend us
against those who are trying to
commit this barbaric act.”

Black Cuban Leaders

Crombet recounted the contribu-
tions made by black leaders to
Cuba’s struggle for freedom, list-
ing Antonio Maceo, Guillermo
Moncada, Quintfn Banderas, Juan
Gualberto Gémez., These and “all
the glorious blacks who also
brought freedom for our people”
will always be remembered with
respect and devotion, he said.

An_Afro-American Reporter's Finding

Black Freedom in

By Susan Harris

According to Charles P. Howard,
foreign correspondant for the
Baltimore Afro-American, ‘“the
freest persons of African descent
I have found anywhere are in
Cuba.”

Howard, who has traveled ex-
tensively during his career as a
journalist, has just returned from
Cuba and is writing a series of
articles on his findings for the
Afro-American. He explains that,
“Castro’s revolution was fought for
and by the poor, the exploited, the
dispossessed, the disadvantaged,
against the rich, the exploiters, the
imperialists, the racists, and the
priviledged.”

Fidel

While interviewing Fidel Castro,
Howard had a chance to discuss
the black liberation struggle in the
U.S. with the Cuban leader. Castro
talked about Stokely Carmichael’s
trip to Cuba and referred to the
“hundreds of articles about Stoke-
ly’s trip” that have been published
in the U.S. — “some very rude,
others more subtle.”

Castro said that, “Some say,
‘Stokely is fooling Castro,” ‘Castro
is fooling Stokely’ . . . They try
to make us believe that the col-
ored movement in the United
States is a racist movement . . .
It is logical that the exploiters
who for centuries practiced racism
against the colored population,
now consider racists all those who
struggle against racism.”

Referring to the Afro-American
struggle as a “difficult” but
“heroic” fight, he said “the papers
accuse the black movement of
having no program. Well, this
shows that often a movement can
begin before the program. But it
is also false that the movement
has no program; what is happen-
ing is that the colored sector of
the population of the United States
at this moment, overwhelmed by
the daily repression, has concen-
trated its energies on defending it-
self, on resisting, on struggle.

“But it will not be long before
they will discover something that
is inevitable according to the laws

Charles P. Howard

ails Blac

ru

gle
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STOKELY CARMICHAEL AT OLAS. Black power leader addresses conference of Latin-American
revolutionaries held in Cuba in August.

He recalled the words of José
Marti denouncing discrimination,
in the struggle against racism in
the days before it was eliminated
by the revolution. Man is more
than black, more than mulatto, no
matter what the color of his skin,
Marti said; what counts is to be a
revolutionary and a defender of
one’s country.

To end discrimination in Cuba,
Crombet declared, a revolution
was required, a revolution that
put the working class in power.

Referring directly to the U.S,
Crombet pointed out that “The
American black people are sub-
jected to the most barbarous dis-
crimination history has known.”

He scored the way the black

Cuba

of society, the law of history. And
that is that from this colored sec-
tor — because it is the most ex-
ploited and repressed sector, the
most brutally treated in the United
States — will arise the revolution-
ary movement in the United
States; just as from the most mis-
treated and most exploited, the
most oppressed of the colored sec-
tors will come the revolutionary
vanguard within the United
States.”

No Distinction

In discussing the life of Afro-
Cubans, Howard writes that, “the
government has chartered the
course that there shall be no dis-
tinction in Cuba between the peo-
ple of Cuba on a basis of color.
The government has lived up to its
part of the bargain and insisted
that the population do the same...

“As an example, the government
has brought together 60,000
youngsters from disadvantaged
areas, black and white, some from
the mountains, some from slum
city areas and housed them to-
gether in one of the areas left
vacant in Havana when the rich
moved away . . .

“Every level of necessary educa-
tion is provided in the area. No-
body thinks of it as an experiment
in racial mixing, It is simply
bringing together ‘Cuban children’
where they can get the best pos-
sible training for living.”

people are denied economic, edu-
cational and other opportunities in
the U.S. They constitute the most
exploited layers in the country
and this is also reflected in the
war in Vietnam where they are
suffering the highest rate of ca-
sualties.

“The American black people, as
you know,” he continued, ‘“are
among the most ill-informed in
the world, subjected not only to
repressive acts by the organs of
the imperialist state but to other
mechanisms upholding this power,
such as the news agencies that
distort happenings everywhere in
the world. They are the most ill-
informed people in the world and
the most betrayed by their ruling
class. But they have been gaining
an understanding, little by little,
of the imperialist character of
their government; and an ever
greater struggle is being waged
by them against the efforts of the
imperialist government to destroy
the heroic people of Vietnam.”

Renew Struggle

Crombet appealed to the Amer-
ican black people to intensify
their struggle in opposition to
sending their sons to serve as can-
non fodder in Vietnam.

During his speech, Crombet re-
ferred to Stokely Carmichael a
number of times. Mere mention of
Carmichael’s name was sufficient
to draw strong applause from the
crowd. Crombet expressed special
appreciation for the better under-
standing of the struggle of the
black people which had been
gained in Cuba through Stokely
Carmichael’s visit,

Crombet appealed to “all the rev-
olutionists in the world, to all the
peoples in the world, to help im-
pose respect for the lives of Stoke-
ly Carmichael, Rap Brown and
other American black leaders who
are struggling for the freedom of
their people.”

Following Crombet’s speech, a
short documentary film, “Now,”
was shown. Barbara Dane, the
American folk singer, offered a
medley about the black struggle.
Her comments were translated by
Elizabeth Sutherland, a leader of
SNCC, now visiting Cuba.

A Cuban singer brought the
meeting to an appropriate close
with several songs hailing the
black struggle in the U.S.

Pro-war March
A Flop in L.A.

A pro-war parade held in Los
Angeles on Sept. 23 was a flop.
The Los Angeles Times reported
that “the 800 to 1,000 which police
estimated were in the parade fell
short of the 15,000 parade spon-
sors had predicted.”

Last month, an antiwar march
was held in Los Angeles of be-
tween 10,000 and 20,000.

The pro-war march didn’t attract
many ordinary citizens. The pa-
rade included half a dozen bands,
Cub Scouts, and members of 30
American Legion and 20 VFW
posts. The largest contingent was
made up of 200 Cubans for Victory
(counterrevolutionary emigrés).

Black Power

IF YOU SUPPORT:

The Anti-Vietnam-War Movement
The Colonial Revolution

Socialist Candidates

The Cuban Revolution

The Socialist Transformation of America

Join the Young Socidlist Alliance

If you are interested in joining or learning about the YSA
write to: YSA, P.O. Box 471, Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 10003.
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AT NEW POLITICS PARLEY

‘

The "Black-White" Issue

By Harry Ring

Most reports about the New
Politics conference held in Chica-
go Labor Day weekend have fo-
cused on the role of the Black
Caucus at the parley. Much has
been made of the fact that the
convention endorsed a ‘“take-it-or-
leave-it” radical political resolution
presented by the Black Caucus,
including a condemnation of Zion-
ism, and that the white delegates
voted to give the Black Caucus
half the convention votes.

Racist-minded reporters for the
commercial press have pointed to
this with mock horror as a fright-
ful example of the “undemocratic”
nature of black power. Others
chortled over how the white Iib-
erals and radicals had “capitu-
lated” to the blacks.

On the other hand, some pub-
lications sympathetic to black pow-
er, like the National Guardian,
have hailed the actions of the con-
vention on this issue as a note-
worthy - step toward meaningful
black-white unity.

What really happened in Chica-
go?

Summary

To determine whether or not
any kind of meaningful black-
white alliance was established, it
is necessary to first summarize
what actually occurred there.

To begin with, actual black par-
ticipation in the convention was
much smaller and much more dif-
fuse than is generally realized.
The figure 600 has been generally
accepted as the number of black
people present at the Palmer
House. But no figure has been
issued on how many of these
people registered as delegates and
how many were simply observers.

However, a study of the voting
list issued at the convention estab-
lishes the following:

There were more than 300 or-
ganizations at the convention with
a total claimed active membership
of some 28,000, (Delegates cast as
many votes as they were supposed
to have members.)

Of these 300-odd organizations,
no more than 30 were all-black.
The total number of active mem-
bers reported by these was less
than 5,000.

Of that number, 1,015 were rep-
resented by the Mississippi Free-
dom Democratic Party and related
groups, and 450 by the Lowndes
County Freedom Party and Au-

tange County Association of Ala-
bama.

What gave the impression of ex-
tensive black participation in the
conference was the presence, large-
ly in the corridors, of the many
blacks who came as observers but
never actually took part in the
convention deliberations. There
were people from SNCC, CORE,
SCLC, various nationalist groups,
revolutionary socialists and others.
It should be noted that only a few
local CORE chapters, and SNCC
groups registered delegates. None
of the black organizations parti-
cipated on a national basis.

Many of these people had come
to Chicago because the National
Conference on New Politics had
issued an appeal signed by a num-
ber of prominent figures in the
black community urging black
participation in the convention.
(Some later said they had not
authorized use of their names.)

At any rate, on arrival many
of the black people had serious
misgivings about what they were
getting into. Instead of participat-
ing in the convention sessions they
attended meetings of the Black
Caucus which had been initiated
by some Chicago people.

At the caucus meetings the dis-
cussion was intense and a variety
of views presented. The view was
widespread that they would be
used by New Politics similar to
the way blacks have been used
by other white political move-
ments.

Reformist

Some argued that even if they
won the right to participate on an
equal basis, the aims of the con-
ference as represented by its three
principal wings (for ‘“local organ-
izing,” for a third presidential
ticket, for a third party) were all
so reformist in character that black
people could not gain from it,

Others like the Mississippi Free-
dom Democratic Party spokesmen
took a jaundiced view of the ga-
thering because they remain com-
mitted to working in the Demo-
cratic Party and saw the proposal
for a third ticket as running count-
er to this.

As a result of this discussion, an
extremely significant event oc-
curred, one that was almost com-
pletely buried in the many re-
ports that have been written about
what happened in Chicago, This
was the fact of the organization

Black Antiwar G
Jailed by Army

Pvt. Ronald Lockman, a 23-year-
old black GI, was arrested Sept.
15 by Oakland, Calif., Army au-
thorities for refusing to board
transportation to Vietnam. Lock-
man, a member of the W.E.B. Du-
Bois Clubs, faces a possible five
years in prison for refusing to
obey an order and an additional
year for missing “through design,”
an ordered troop transport.

At a press conference in San
Francisco Sept. 13 Lockman de-
clared in a prepared statement:
“My position on my orders is NO!!
I won’t go. I can’t go. I will not
be used any longer.”

A hearing is scheduled for Oct.
3 to determine the kind of court-
martial Lockman will face. He is

Does your local library have
a subscription to THE MILI-
TANT? If not, why not suggest
that they obtain one. Librarians
are often pleased to have pa-
trons call their attention to
publications that they should
1 have available.

being defended by attorneys Stan-
ley Faulkner, New York, and Ter-
rence Hallinan of San Francisco.
Faulkner and Hallinan intend to
base their defense on the Nurem-
berg decisions prohibiting the
commission of war crimes. They
intend to introduce evidence from

the International War Crimes
Tribunal initiated by Bertrand
Russell.

Lockman was a founding mem-
ber of the DuBois Clubs of Amer-
ica and was active in that organi-
zation in Philadelphia.

The DuBois Clubs have an-
nounced that “On the opening date
of the court-martial the DuBois
Clubs will call for nationally co-
ordinated supportive actions to
draw nationwide attention to Lock-
man’s stand.”

At the DuBois Clubs convention
Sept. 8 in New York Lockman
said: “My fight is back home in
the Philadelphia ghettos where I
was born and raised. I will not
go 10,000 miles away to be a tool
of the oppressors of the Vietna-
mese people.”

He was elected honorary chair-
man of the DuBois Clubs.

of a parallel Black People’s Con-
vention. This began the day after
the New Politics convention went
into official plenary session and
functioned counter to it.

The opening rally of the Black
People’s Convention drew 800
people. Floyd McKissick of CORE,
James Forman of SNCC, and a
number of other black spokesmen
addressed the gathering.

On Saturday, 150 people parti-
cipated in four workshops on va-
rious aspects of the black libera-
tion struggle.

On Sunday, there was a meeting
of 300. which heard H. Rap Brown
and others summarize the work-
shop discussions. (For a full re-
port on the Black People’s Con-
vention, see The Militant of Sept.
11.)

At NCNP

Meanwhile, those who remained
at the Palmer House continued to
try to determine how they would
relate to the New Politics gather-
ing. There was powerful pressure
against participating. Many, pro-
bably a majority, had departed for
the Black People’s Convention. In
a speech to the New Politics ga-
thering, McKissick had polemi-
cized against a third reformist
ticket and announced he would be
addressing the Black People’s Con-
vention. In another speech, James
Forman made a powerful, pointed
appeal to the blacks present not
to be used or tricked. H. Rap
Brown made his attitude clear by
refusing to address the entire body
and spoke at an all-black meeting.

It was in this context that those
remaining in the Black Caucus
decided to put the convention on
the spot by submitting its 13-point
resolution with the declaration
that if it were not adopted in toto
they would leave, It could not be
seriously argued that the 13-points
— which were quite revolutionary
— represented the thinking of the
entire Black Caucus. Certainly it
didn’t reflect the view of the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference or the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic leaders, who
were participating in the caucus.

Yet the resolution presented the
NCNP leaders with a thorny prob-
lem indeed. A black walkout could
have well ensured the death of
the organization. The proposal to
concur with the resolution was
presented in that clear context.
True, there were radical-minded
delegates who supported it because
they agreed with its general po-
litical stand. And there were
others who genuinely felt that
even if they didn’t fully agree,
a vote of concurrence would aid
the black movement and lay the
basis for meaningful black-white
unity.

Third Ticket

Others, like Communist Party
supporters and DuBois Clubs
members, argued for concurrence
with the resolution even though
their political thinking falls a
good bit short of the radical stand
embodied in the 13 points. They
were motivated in part by the be-
lief that black participation would
increase the pro-third-ticket forces
in which they had made a heavy
political investment.

The motion to concur was ap-
proved without any serious debate
on the actual content of the resolu-
tion. Many hostile reporters glee-
fully pointed out that the vote of
concurrence included support for
all of the resolutions adopted by
the Newark Black Power Confer-
ence, including a number whose
content have not been made pub-
lic.

Such points aside, it would cer-
tainly be silly to claim that con-
currence with the 13 points repre-
sented a serious meeting of minds
on the actual political issues in-
volved. For many of the people
in the Black Caucus and for an
even larger number of the white
NCNP delegates the resolution will

’

ADDRESSES NCNP CONFERENCE. Floyd McKissick, national
director of CORE, speaking at NCNP session.

be a scrap of paper to be filed
in the wastebasket. While the act
of concurrence did block a full
black walkout, it accomplished
nothing of a durable political na-
ture.

Similarly, it is a political fiction
to assert that the decision to give
what remained of the Black Cau-
cus half the convention votes
really established a black-white
alliance.

This proposal, which gave the
Black Caucus formal mechanical
control of the convention, was pre-
sented as a revolutionary move to
extend full equality to black
people in the New Politics move-
ment. There is not a shred of
reality to this.

To begin with, the real decisions
had already been made at the time
this voting power was given the
Black Caucus. Several votes had
already registered that the con-
vention was divided beyond re-
unification and it had been agreed
in effect that everyone would do
their own thing. This was summed
up in the vote on the conflicting
third ticket vs. local organizing
programs. After adopting the local
organizing perspective by two
votes out of 23,000 cast, an addi-
tional compromise was adopted in
the form of an amendment which
stated that those who wished to
run third tickets in various states
were free to go ahead and do so.

At that point, just what could
the Black Caucus do with their
votes?

Convention Split

Viewed in that context, it be-
comes clear that the move was
simply intended as one more mea-
sure to induce some black people
into joining what had become a
badly split, foundering, virtually
all-white political gathering.

(It’s also true that the Com-
munist Party and other third
ticket partisans were motivated by
the belief that the move would
open the door to reconsideration
of the defeated third ticket pro-
posal. This hope was dashed when,
after the Black Caucus was given
the controlling vote and the mo-
tion to reconsider the third ticket
proposition made, the Mississippi
Freedom Democrats effectively
killed any move in that direction.)

Certainly, every effort must be
made to achieve unity between
black liberation fighters and
whites working for social change.
But it will not be established by
demagogy or cynical parliamenta-
ry maneuvers. Such unity can be
secured only on the basis of whites
conducting a straightforward ex-
change of ideas with a united
black movement and arriving at
precise agreements on clearly
spelled out common goals, as well
as the means of achieving them.

At a Palmer House press con-
ference during the convention,
Paul Boutelle, Socialist Workers
vice presidential nominee, put it
this way:

¢, . .Until black people come to-
gether to discuss and adopt an

uncompromising program for black
liberation, they will in practice be
used by political formations such
as the National Conference on
New Politics to provide black
cover for whatever schemes white
liberal politicians cook up.

“Deals will be made behind
closed doors to promise black
people anything so long as the
white liberals don’t have to deli-
ver, and so long as the black faces
remain to give the illusion that
the white liberals are united with
and are friends of the black
people.”

‘What happened in Chicago was
essentially a political charade de-
signed to bolster the myth of sig-
nificant black support for New
Politics, Such a myth can only
prove destructive of a meaningful
alliance between black freedom
fighters and revolutionary whites.
Unity of the kind that will ad-
vance the goal of social progress
for black and white alike can
be created only if it is based on
a militant, fighting program.

Alliance in Struggle

That kind of black-white unity
will not be advanced on the basis
of capitalist politics. It will not be
advanced by working in the twin
parties of racism and capitalism.
It will not be advanced by offer-
ing a reformist “third” alternative
to the presidential candidates of
the two capitalist parties. Nor will
it be advanced by a program of
“local organizing” which turns out
in practice to be either a form
of precinct work within the capi-
talist parties or, as is the case
with much community organizing,
social work with a radical trim.

There can be no meaningful al-
liance for black people unless it is
based on true equality and on a
program of struggle against the
social and political system that
oppresses them. That means black
people must have their own inde-
pendent political power base if
they are to be assured of an al-
liance that will not prove one
more form of servitude. An all-
black political party which will,
by the very logic of the situation,

"move in an anticapitalist direc-

tion will provide a sound basis
for united action with revolution-
ary-minded whites.

But those whites will need to
have something more to offer than
lesser-evil politics in a “new”
dressing.

Malcolm X
The Man and
His Ideas
By
George Breitman

25 cents

MERIT PUBLISHERS
5 East Third St.,
New York, N. Y. 10003
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Dayton Blacks Blast Cambridge
Wanton Killing by Cop

Sporadic disorders erupted in
Dayton, Ohio during the week fol-
lowing the Kkilling of a black man
by a cop on Sept. 17.

Elwood Barbee, 41, was shot
twice in the back by Detective Ro-
bert S. Collier. Collier and another
cop said that Barbee fled from
them, and they gunned him down
because he had a smoking pipe in
his belt and “they thought it was a
gun,” The two cops had been
working at a Shriners’ convention
and were wearing fezzes at the
time of the killing. Collier has
been charged with manslaughter.

Meeting

City Manager Graham Watt
called a meeting to “explain” the
killing but angry blacks turned
the meeting into a denunciation
of the racist police department.

Arthur Thomas, assistant prin-
cipal at MacFarlane school, shout-
ed, “You don’t give a damn about
the Negroes. The only reason this
meeting was called is that city
officials are concerned because you
think some of your honkie busi-
nesses might be burned down.”

Rev. U. A. Hughey asked, ac-

...0ct. 2

(Continued from Page 1)
$45.05 respectively. . . . The Con-
front the Warmakers billboards
(12 in all) [costing $250 each]
will be going up all over the city
within the next week or so.
...This, combined with intensive
leafleting of the inner-city, shop-
ping centers and factories should
sufficiently saturate Detroit with
information . . . the DCEWYV is
planning to send two or three
people on a three-four week tour
throughout Michigan and Western
Ohio (Toledo area).”

[ ]

BARD COLLEGE, ANNAN-
DALE-ON-HUDSON, New York —
«We are working on buses for the
October 21 mobilization.”

[ ]

WEST HARTFORD, Conn. —
The president of the University
of Hartford SDS wrote to the Stu-
dent Mobilization Committee: “We
hope to be able to send down a
couple of busloads of people...”

[

An international conference of
peace groups meeting in Stock-
holm, Sweden has endorsed the
call for international demonstra-
tions on October 21.

[ ]

TIDEWATER, Va. — “...The
Tidewater, Virginia chapter of
Clergy and Laymen Concerned
About Vietnam voted to lend its
support to the proposed October
21st rally in Washington, D.C.”

[ ]

COLLEGE OF WOOSTER, Ohio
— “Please send all materials such
as posters, accommodations, where
to begin, etc., on the confrontation
in Washington.”

[ ]

FAIRFIELD, Conn, — “We have
just started a group in Fairfield
called the Fairfield Students
Against the War, We are planning
to try to get many students from
our high school to go to October
21 mobilization, but we have not
done anything like this before so
we are desperate for ideas.”

o
HIGHLAND PARK, Ill, — “The
Highland Park Committee on
Vietnam . . . is interested in char-
tering one or several buses to the
October Mobilization in Washing-
ton.”

[}
PINOLE, Calif. — “I am com-
ing to the March on Washington.”

cording to the Dayton Daily News,
if it were true that the city was
planning to buy armored cars.

City Manager Watt tried to avoid
the question but finally admitted
that he plans to buy “armored but
not armed” vehicles to “protect
the police.”

At this point, Thomas shouted,
“Why don’t you buy 70,000 vehi-
cles for the protection of black
men?”

“Stinks”

Even State Representative C. J.
McLin said, “This whole mess
stinks. As you‘know, I've always
been for law and order — but this

" stinks.”

McLin charges that police vice
squadmen “break down our doors
and take black prostitutes off the
street, and use them.”

Blacks presented four demands
to Watt: 1) That white policemen
who presently work in the black
community take psychological tests
to find out if they have racist at-
titudes; 2) More blacks should be
hired on the police force; 3) Only
black policemen should be allowed
in the black community and 4)
The vice squad should be removed
from the black community.

War Vote
Challenged

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. The
Cambridge Neighborhood Commit-
tee on Vietnam filed 7,500 signa-
tures of registered voters on Sept.
11 to place a referendum calling
for the withdrawal of U.S. troops
from Vietnam on the ballot here.
This was more than double the
required 3,650 signatures to place
an issue before the voters.

A week later, the CNCV, a coali-
tion of most antiwar forces in
Cambridge, received the ruling of
the city solicitor that the referen-
dum was not in the “province” of
the city. The CNCV immediately
started court proceedings against
this ruling, using the California
Supreme Court decision in favor
of the San Francisco referendum
as a precedent.

The same situation is faced by
the circulators of another referen-
dum petition. This group is led
mainly by members of the Pro-
gressive Labor Party, and Harv-
ard SDS, and had refused to work
with other forces, explicitly ex-
cluding members of the Young So-
cialist Alliance from working on
“their” petition.

Mobilization News

EDMONTON, Canada — “In Ed-
monton we are organizing a big
demonstration for October 21.”

o

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Vietnam
Summer Nashville writes: “Please
do your best to provide us with
some speakers. . . . Places would
be Peabody College, Vanderbilt
University, and the Nashville Uni-
tarian Church.”

o

ABERDEENSHIRE, Scotland —
“Our committee . . . agreed to hold
a march and a meeting in conjunc-
tion with and in support of the
American October 21st march.”
(Aberdeen Committee for Peace
in Vietnam)

[ ]

UPSTATE NEW YORK — From
the office of the Dean of Students
at an upstate college: “I would
like very much for our college
students to have some contact with
your committee, so that antiwar
interest here on campus could
have some outside support and
some communication with what is
going on in the national move-
ment.”

[ ]

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — From
United” For Peace: “We would
greatly appreciate it if you would
send us several hundred March on
Washington calls, stickers . .. and
buttons. . . .”

[ ]

BUDAPEST, Hungary — From
the World Federation of Demo-
cratic Youth: “Concerning October
91 demonstrations we have cir-
culated recently the text of your
circular to all affiliated and
friendly organizations of the
WFDY urging them to act accord-
ingly . . . We shall be very much
obliged if we could receive from
you concrete proposals to contri-
bute in building international ex-
pression of solidarity around Oc-
tober 21 demonstrations. Wish you
every success.”

[ J

LONDON, England — From the
National Association of Labor Stu-
dent Organizations who are pre-
paring a support demonstration on
October 22: “We are actively help-
ing the efforts for mobilization
and are sending out leaflets and
stickers, posters, etc., to all our
clubs in the universities and call-
ing for coaches to be organized in
an all-out effort to make the 22nd
a really big event.”

COLUMBIA, S.C. — “An anti-
war movement is beginning to
emerge in Columbia, South Caro-
lina. We believe that a good way
to strengthen convictions and
build up morale is to organize a
group to participate in the Peace
March on October 21.”

AMSTERDAM, The Netherlands
— From the Comite-Vietnam: “We
want to organize a demonstration
on October 21, to issue an infor-
mation leaflet . . . and to issue
posters.”

[ ]

A mass mobilization is sched-
uled in Vancouver, Canada on Oc-
tober 21.

[ J

DANVILLE, Ky. — “If there are
any groups in Lexington, Ky., or
Louisville, Ky., please send me
their names so I can arrange trans-
portation for a group of approxi-
mately 25 from here.”

[ ]

AUSTIN, Texas — “Please send
us . .. 1,000 calls to October 21
brochures . . . please rush this
order to us.”

]

OSLO, Norway — From Den
Norske Solidaritetskomite for Viet-
nam: “Hereby we inform you that
we are preparing for great actions
the 21st of October . . . The Norwe-
gian Committee of Solidarity with
Vietnam is now gathering the fol-
lowing organizations to create
common action to press our gov-
ernment to protest the American
war on Vietnam: Parties: Social-
ist Peoples Party, Communist Par-
ty, youth organizations of the Lib-
eral Party and the Labor Party.
A lot of trade unions are also stat-
ing their support to the action...

“On October 21st there will be
protests all over Norway, in all
cities and greater places by our 45
local committees. In Oslo the ar-
rangements will conclude with a
great concert and meeting in one
of our largest halls, where our
most famous writers, artists and
musicians will demonstrate their
solidarity.”

[ ]

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — “A social-
ist study group on campus here at
St. John’s College, of which I am
a member, would like to receive
a kit of your current literature on
the October 21st event.”

Introducing
New Column

By Paul Boutelle

The Militant has invited me to
write a regular column. In this
column I will have the freedom
to cover a wide range of topics,
and to vary the content matter
as 1 see fit.

I consider this to be an honor,
because The Militant has a na-
tional and international circula-
tion and has received acclaim
from such an outstanding person
as Malcolm X, who said in his last
year that it is one of the best pa-
pers published anywhere,

For some years I have given
thought to writing, even while I
was concentrating mainly on
speaking, but this will be my first
serious attempt to see what talents
I have in this area. As I am not a
professional writer, I ask Militant
readers not to judge me too harsh-
ly in my first attempts.

In fact, I look to readers for
active help. I have some ideas of
my own about what will appear
in this column, but I would ap-
preciate receiving suggestions and
criticisms from readers: Topics
they would like to have covered
here, questions they would like
discussed, even arguments they
want to make about things I write.
All suggestions and criticisms will
be carefully considered because I
intend to be flexible and experi-
mental,

Topics

Here is a partial list of things
I hope to deal with in addition to
current events:

The cause and cure of racism.

Lessons of the black uprisings
since Watts.

The strategy of a minority
group.

Vietnam as a crucial test for
militant Afro-Americans: How can
we expect help from the colored
people of the world if we do not
help the colored people of Viet-
nam by striving to do everything
in our power to force the U.S. gov-
ernment to bring the troops home
— all of them and now?

Learning our history is not just
a pleasant pastime: One who does
not know his own history is not
really prepared to create a differ-
ent future.

Black nationalism and socialism
— their relation and inter-relation.

Can “black control of the black
community” (a central plank in
my election platform) be achieved
without a revolution?

The meaning of revolution.

Are freedom, justice and equal-
ity possible under capitalism?

How can we internationalize our
struggle?

Black Party

Why we need an independent
black political party.

Why we must give top priority
to the defense of Rap Brown, Sto-
kely Carmichael and the 17 de-
fendants in the RAM case.

The role of black people in the
unions.

Uncle Toms, and various ways of
taking care of the mischief they
cause.

What we can learn from the his-
tory of American Indians.

Our heroes and heroines, and the
contributions they made.

The danger of black genocide,
the obstacles in its way, and how
we can increase their number.

Self-defense, and its many ram-
ifications.

Preconditions for meaningful al-
liances.

In addition, I will also try my
hand at reviewing books and pam-
phlets, and maybe movies and
plays. I will even print some good
jokes, if readers will send them
along. ‘

* *® *

From time to time I will call
attention to various papers, maga-
zines and other publications put

Paul Boutelle

out by freedom fighters, mainly in
America, but also overseas.

When I was in Chicago recently,
I obtained a copy of Rebellion
News, a lively 4-page tabloid pub-
lished monthly in the Boston area.
It is subtitled “Better to Fight on
Your Feet Than to Die on Your
Knees,” and is “published in the
interest of the Roxbury, North
Dorchester and South End Com-
munity.” The issue I saw was dat-
ed August, and the headline, over
a story about the Detroit upris-
ing, was, “U.S. DECLARES WAR
ON BLACK PEOPLE.” It also con-
tains stories about the Newark
rebellion, the NAACP, an editorial
on “The Time for Unity,” a column
on Black History by editor Bob
Eubanks, and others. Price is 10¢
a copy, $2 for a one-year sub. The
address is Rebellion Associates,
255 Dudley St., Roxbury, Mass.
02119. Please send me copies of
publications you would like to
have publicized.

* £ %

Marcus Garvey said, “Lenin and
Trotsky were able to overthrow
the despotism of Russia, and today
they have given to the world a So-
cial Republic, the first of its kind.
If Lenin and Trotsky were able to
do that for Russia, you and I can
do that for Africa.”

A friend in New York has given
me this quotation and wants to
know: “Is it authentic? If so,
when and where did Garvey say
it, and what was the context in
which it was said?” Can any read-
er supply the answers?

* £3 *

I wrote this column just before
leaving Harlem for a 4- or 5-
week speaking tour of the South.
I will try to continue the column
while I am on tour, but I can’t
be sure in advance that I'll be able
to do it every week. I will send
what I can, but regular weekly
publication may not really begin
until the end of October. By then,
I hope, we will have a permanent
title for the column. Suggestions
for a title will also be appreciated.

For coverage of socialist
developments in Quebec
subscribe to:

La Lutte Ouvriére

A socialist bimonthly in the
French language.

$1 per year
66 Guilbault o., Montreal 18
Quebec, Canada
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[This column is an open forum
for all viewpoints on subjects of
general interest to our readers.
Please keep your letters brief.
Where mecessary they will be
abridged. Writers’ initials will be
used, names being withheld unless
authorization is given for use.]

Commends Mideast Stand

New Brunswick, N.J.
I have read the issues of The

- Militant that deal with the Arab-

Israeli conflict. Most of the articles
and the reporting were excellent.
I am sending a $15 check as a
token of appreciation (this in-
cludes $3 for a one year subscrip-
tion to The Militant.
AE,
P.S. I am enclosing a copy of the
resolutions of the Arab Student
Organization’s annual convention.

New Reader
Chattanooga, Tenn.
I would appreciate it so much if
you would send me the introduc-
tory offer to The Militant. This
type of reading is not here for the
black population. Therefore we
tend to not know. Please rush as

soon as possible.
Reader

Appreciation

Greensboro, N.C.

I think you are doing a wonder-
ful job and providing a unique and
necessary service aiding many to
be heard, thus expanding the hopes
and chances for humanity to
reach its goal of Utopia, fulfilling
the dreams and visions of all rev-
olutionaries since the beginning of
time. We on the Front who are
preparing for the uplifting of

Weekly) Calendar

The rate for advertising in this col-
umn is 40 cents a line. Display ads are
$2 a column inch. There is a ten per-
cent discount for regular advertisers. Ad-
vertising must reach us by the Mon-
day prior to the date of publication.

BOSTON
THE NEW POLITICS CONVENTION.
Speaker: Harry Ring, staff writer for
The Militant. Fri., Oct. 6, 8:15 p.m. 295
Huntington .Ave. (I block from Mass.
Ave.), Rm. 307. Ausp. Militant Labor
Forum.

CLEVELAND ‘

THE RIGHTS OF GIs TO OPPOSE
THE WAR IN VIETNAM — A Sym-
posium Fri., Oct. 6, 8 p.m. 9801 Euclid
Ave. Contrib. 75 cenfs. Ausp. Militant
Forum.

-
LOS ANGELES

THE CURRENT STRIKE WAVE — A
Trade Union Report on the Sirikes in
Auto, Education and Public Service. Fri.,
Oct. 6, 8:30 p.m. 1702 East 4th St. Ausp.
Militant Labor Forum.

* * * '

BIWEEKLY RADIO COMMENTARY
over KPFK (90.3 FM) by Theodore Ed-
wards, So. Calif. chairman, SWP. Mon,,
Oct. 2 & 16 at 6:45 p.m.; repeated
Tues., Oct. 3 & 17 at 9:45 p.m.

NEW YORK

ALIENATION IN - POST-CAPITALIST
COUNTRIES. Speaker: George Novack,
author of Origins of Materialism. Fri.,
Oct. 6, 8:30 p.m. 873 Broadway, near
i18th St. Contrib. $1. Ausp. Militant
Labor Forum.

[ J

SAN FRANCISCO

WHAT'S BEHIND THE "CULTURAL
REVOLUTION" IN CHINA? Speaker:
Ed DiTullio, translator and lecturer on
Chinese affairs. Fri,, Oct. 6, 8 p.m.
2338 Market St., 2nd floor. Ausp. Mili-
tant Labor Forum.

[ ]

TWIN CITIES
CUBA: THE LATIN-AMERICAN REV-
OLUTION TODAY. Report and analysis
of the OLAS conference recently held
in Havana by Bob Halfhill, Mpls. Young
Socialist Alliance. Fri., Oct. 6, 8:30 p.m.
704 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. Rm. 240 Ausp.

Twin Cities Socialist Forum,

4 From Cur

humanity when the time comes,
appreciate your service and hope
that we can soon help spread your
works.
W. E. M. Bryant, Jr.
Executive Director
Educo, Incorporated

PL Rejects Support ‘
Chicago, IIL
I just reread an editorial in Pro-

gressive Labor magazine of March- °

April ’66. The editorial rejected an
offer by the Communist Party to
support Bill Epton’s defense case.
Epton had been arrested for lead-
ing a PL demonstration in Harlem
the day following the ’64 “riots”
there. ’

The editorial said that no one
who disagreed with PLP as much
as the CP did could possibly sup-
port them, But using this logic, PL,
couldn’t accept the support of most
radical groups, let alone liberals.

Is it irreléevant that these or-
ganizations, despite their differ-
ences with PL, might have a sin-
cere interest in defending PL’s
civil liberties on the basis of self-
interest? Does PL prefer to form
a united defense — with itself
alone? Does PL defend the civil
liberties of only those groups it
agrees with?

That is sectarianism worse than
the CP — which right after Epton’s
arrest, had attacked PL’s actions
in Harlem without clearly stating,
and emphasizing, PL’s innocence of
the government charge.

Perhaps the PL editor felt his
argument needed a nuance of im-
provement, because he misquoted
an Aug. 2 [1964] Worker editorial
which had said that PL, at its
demonstration, had declared that
it, PL, did “indeed advocate viol-
ence and terror against the police
and others.”

The PL editor, in quoting,
changed it to read “. . .against the
people and others .’. .” An inter-
esting slip, in any case.

Russell DuPree

Carmichael Speech
Santa Monica, Calif.
I was particularly impressed by
Stokely Carmichael’s talk to the
OLAS and it seems fo me he ex-
presses the philosophy .of black
power very well. I have some
very liberal and socially concerned

friends who do not understand Sto-

kely Carmichael at all and what
he is trying to do. I think this
speech should give them a new
insight.
R.S.
Antiwar Boycott
Brooklyn, N.Y.
It seems to me that the various
anti - Vietnam - war organizations
have missed the boat on one im-
portant method of protest, and
that we should attempt to imple-
ment this, as soon as possible,
BOYCOTT [a worldwide boy-
cott of certain specific items, such
as autos, cameras, refrigerators]
items that would seriously affect
the economy of the war machine,

Ttems that can be gotten from

LOS ANGELES

Vietnam War
Protest Rally

Sunday Oct. 15 2 p.m.
Hear: MR. CORKY GONZA-
LEZ, president, Crusade of Jus-
tice: and REIES LOPEZ TIJERI-
NA, chairman, Alianza Federal
de Mercedes.
Entertainment by
Teatro Campesino
East L.A. College Stadium
5357 Brooklyn Ave.
Sponsored by:
Peace Action Council
Phone: 462-8188 -

other nations, and which are of
the same or better quality.

The Socialist International, the
Social Democratic parties in some
countries, the Communist parties,
the 4th International parties, ete.,
plus various peace groups, plus
the manufacturers within these
various countries, would thus be
able to join hands on this issue.

Thus the balance of payments
would be affected, companies
would be making a lesser profit,
and thus pay less taxes, employ-
ment would be curtailed, and these
persons will be forced to work for
peace to get back on their jobs.
Thus  the whole war machine
would be affected. -

Those of us aged leftists can re-
call the effect of the boycott of
Japanese goods in the period when
they warred upon China, so that
almost no store sold Japanese pro-
ducts, and it was very harmful to
its economy.

In the world, it can give per-
sons the opportunity to partici-
pate in a concrete action, that

could be uniting forces of each.

country, and can be specific by

.picketing stores that will not com-

ply. In various countries we can
expect that even the business com-
munity will be more then pleased.

Within the USA, it can be im-
portant if, say a million persons
decided not to buy items made
in our own country, but instead
bought shoes from Italy, radios
from England or Germany, and so

forth, and this could also be very
vital. For all these measures would
affect the economy, and, our free
democracy only gets upset when
their profits are affected. Thus, I
believe in addition to all other ac-
tions, it is quite possible to ‘be
much more effective by these
economic acts.

Pot .
Newark, N.J.
“In a strugle between an im-
perialist capitalist country and a
colonial country the central issue
is the right to independence of the
colonial country.”  (Militant, Aug.
21, 1967). Agreed, but who threat-
ened either the rights or the in-
dependence of the Arab States?
The shoe is on the other foot. The
independent Arab States threat-

Arthur A. Stone

_ened the very existence of tiny

Israel, and I for one applaud her
intelligent response.

“TIt would be the height of chau-
vinist arrogance for radicals in an
imperialist country to refuse to
support the movement of an op-
pressed people for independence
and self-determination” (same

Thought for the Week

“Incredible as it may seem, the election year 1968 may feature
growing war expenditures, higher . taxes, rising consumer prices,
constricted credit availability and high credit costs — in other words,
a politician’s portrait of the Inferno.” — Albert Sommers of the
National Industrial Conference Board. )

article). The massing of Arab
troops on Israel’s borders and
blockading of Agaba constitute a
movement for independente and
self-determination? Incredible lo-
gic!

“Lenin had only contempt for
those ‘socialists’ who were able to
justify the suppression of colonial
revolts on the grounds of the re-
actionary leadership of the rebel-
lion” (same article). According
to this reference Israel suppressed
a “colonial revolt.” Lenin also
probably had only contempt for
those “socialists’” who lie about
history.

“The present bourgeois leaders
(Arab) are not likely to accom-
plish these tasks.” This referred
to the likelihood of socialist revo-
lution in the Arab countries (in the
same article). Not likely indeed!
“Kerensky is not likely to lead us
to socialism.” Imagine Lenin or
Trotsky saying anything like that
in all seriousness!:

I think it’s high time for the
theoreticians of The Militant to
stop smoking pot.

C.D.

It Was Reported in the Press

Worms Fall Out — Some Cuban
exiles in Florida said they are
organizing a flotilla of boats to go
to Cuba - to bring back political
prisoners. Other exile groups de-
nounced the move “as a sinister
Communist plot to embarrass the
U.S. government.”

The Democratic Process — A
portrait of Arthur Goldberg in the
New York Post recalls his role as
general counsel to the AFL-CIO.

‘When he took the job in 1948 his’

first chore was to administer the
purge of “Communist-led” unions.
“But I insisted on due process,”
Goldberg assured. “I have dis-
covered it never prevents you
from doing what has to be done.”

Progress Report — The Pinellas
County, Florida, school board vot-
ed to end an eight-year ban on
unwed mothers in high schools. A
similar ban on students who get
married will remain in effect. A
spokesman said they found that
the ban had cut down the num-
ber of student marriages but had
not proved a deterrent to unwed
mothers. Unwed mothers will now
be able to return to classes one
school year after the birth of their
child. Unwed fathers may continue
as usual.

Solution — A headline in the
Sept. 12 Newark Evening News
advised: “Profit Motive Seen Solu-
tion to World Hunger Problems.”
That’s something like using tobac-
co to cure cancer.

Boring from Within — An AP
dispatch from Saigon reported that
red ants knocked out telephone
communications of the U.S. First
Infantry Division by entering a
phone cable and eating their way
through insulation separating 50
pairs of wires. The San Francisco
Chronicle headed the story: “Viet
Ants Show Their Color.”"

Etched in Acid — Mrs. Ivy
Baker Priest, former U.S. Treasur-
er, told a Lynwood, Calif., audi-
ence that the U.S. must rekindle
its spiritual values. She said we
must “deeply engrave in our
hearts” the motto that appears on
U.S. currency, stamps, ete., “In
God We Trust.” And, in keeping
with that spirit, we would add the

traditional “All others pay cash.,”

Disturbed? — Valentino, a
Roman courtier, is doing a brisk
business in New York. Mrs. Char-
lotte Ford Niachros (whose father
can’t afford another wage increase
for his auto workers) ordered a
beige and gold pants suit from
him at $3,495. Jacqueline Kennedy
picked out a pheasant-feather wool
coat dress at $1,395 and a one-
shouldered evening dress at $4,495.
Valentino was guest of honor at a
New York benfit cocktail party,
sponsored by a local fashion shop.
Proceeds to disturbed children.

Sudden Thought — It just oc-
curred to us that during the big
East Coast blackout several years
ago many people couldn’t brush
their teeth properly.

Potent Sales Pitch — Certainly
the Allen Kirkpatrick Company,
producers of frozen oysters,
wouldn’t want to exploit the old
notion that oysters increase sexual
potency. But they are opening an
advertising drive pointing up

their product’s “nutritional” value.
Newspaper ads will be headlined,
“Is It True What They Say About
Oysters?” This will be followed
by: “Power packed with vim, vigor
and WOW!”?

Shopping Hint — A line-for-
line copy of that $4,495 evening
gown Jackie ordered from Valen-
tino is available at Orbach’s in
New York for a mere $750,

Our Healthy Society — One New
York “art studio” featuring nude
models for ¢“artists and photog-
raphers” has a new twist. It has
models available by appointment
for body painting. Apparently
{the use of brushes is required.

Mini-Thought — The Chinese
have blasted the Russian accep-
tance of miniskirts. They said it
revealed the extent of Soviet re-
visionism. We trust that women
members of Progressive Labor and
other Maoist groupings have taken
proper note. :

—Harry Ring

FOR
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N.Y. Meeting Salutes Ppff Shows
Late Isaac Deutscher |

By Alex Harte

NEW YORK — A memorial
meeting for Isaac Deutscher, the
world-famed Marxist historian,
was held here Sept. 22 under the
auspices of the Militant Labor
Forum. Deutscher died in Rome
on Aug. 19 at the age of 60.

The well-attended meeting heard
Arthur Redler, a long-time friend
of Deutscher; Doug Jenness, edi-
tor of the Young Socialist; Prof.
Melvin Leiman of the Department
of Economics at Harpur College;
Harry Braverman, director of
Monthly Review Press and Prof.
Louis Menashe of the Polytechnic
Institute of Brooklyn commemor-
ate Deutscher’s life and work.
George Novack, who collaborated
with Deutscher in editing an an-
thology of Trotsky’s writings, The
Age of Permanent Revolution, was
chairman of the meeting,

Arthur Redler first met Deut-
scher 40 years ago at a socialist
meeting in Warsaw, and became
his life-long friend. He described
Deutscher’s early break with his
orthodox Jewish background and
his conversion to Marxism, “to
which he remained faithful for the
rest of his life.”

Deutscher’s orthodox Marxism
was a theme emphasized by all
the speakers. Prof. Menashe dis-
cussed Deutscher as a historian,
saluting his work “as a model of
socialist scholarship.” Not only
was Deutscher an erudite scholar
and accurate historian, Prof. Me-
nashe pointed out, but he had the
added advantage which Marxism
gave him in seeing the over-view
of history. Deutscher, as a histo-
rian, was also a committed so-
cialist, and defended socialism and
the Soviet Union from both the
attacks of capitalist circles and
the distortions and falsifications
of Stalinism.

Arthur Redler described the de-
velopment of the young Polish
Communist intellectual during the
period of the rise of Stalinism and
the anti-Trotsky campaign. Deut-
scher, as a disciplined party mem-
ber, wrote a piece attacking Trot-
sky’s book Literature and Revolu-
tion. But when some of his friends
drew his attention to the fact that
he had accepted a rude oversim-
plification of Trotsky’s views, he
started to read Trotsky’s writings
and became an adherent of Trot-
sky’s.

At the time of the rise of fas-
cism in Germany, Deutscher wrote
an article calling for a united
front of the Communist and So-
cialist parties to fight Hitler. ¥For
this heresy, he was expelled. Red-
ler then sketched the major events
in Deutscher’s life as a journalist
and Marxist historian.

Harry Braverman observed that
the fact Deutscher was “one of the
fortunate handful who follewed
Trotsky” enabled him to carry on

EUTSCHER MEMORIAL. Arthur Redler speaking at Militant

the tradition of classical Marx-
ism.

Last spring Deutscher was in-
vited to the Harpur College cam-
pus in Binghamton, N.Y., where
he gave a lecture series on Soviet
society. Prof. Melvin Leiman de-
scribed the profound impact Deut-
scher had on the students he came
in contact with, and the contro-
versy his presence caused in the
upstate town.

Leiman said that Deutscher
would argue with the more radi-
cal students over some of the mis-
conceptions of the “new left,”
especially on the role of the work-
ing class. He would explain and
insist on the Marxist view that
the working class will be the pri-
mary agent of social change, and
urged the student radicals to look
to the working class and bring
socialist ideas to it.

Deutscher’s impact upon radi-
calizing youth emerged as the
other major theme of the meet-
ing. “Although he preferred to
walk by himself for three de-
cades,” George Novack observed,
“Isaac Deutscher will continue to
influence the shape of events to
come in the revolutionary move-
ment through the written word.”

Doug Jenness contrasted Deut-
scher’s Marxist approach with
what passes for history in our
schools, and said that his work
will help young people to discover
the true history of the Russian
Revolution. Jenness also pointed
out that Deutscher served and
will continue to serve to introduce
young people to the real Trotsky
and to Trotsky’s ideas.

In addition to the impact of his
works, he influenced the younger
generation in this country directly
through his speeches at meetings
of the antiwar movement, where
he championed Marxism and so-
cialism.

During the meeting, a short film
interview with Deutscher, taken
by David Weiss at the April 15
antiwar demonstration in. New
York, was shown.

The memorial meeting sent the
following message to Deutscher’s
widow, Tamara, and his son,
Mark: .

“The many friends and admirers
who have met tonight in New
York to commemorate Isaac Deut-
scher’s life and work wish to con-
vey our comradely sympathy to
you. We feel, as you must, that
the sudden death of this Marxist
scholar prevented him from com-
pleting projects of great value.
Despite this irretrievable loss, his
written work remains as a pre-
cious source of information, en-
lightenment, and inspiration for
many others like ourselves who
want to learn the truth about the
crucial conflicts and the way to
human liberation in our time.”

Labor Forum meeting in New York.

Afro-Americans.

SAN FRANCISCO - A recent
independent poll on the Vietnam
war issue which will also appear
on the ballot here in November
shows 38.9 percent in favor of im-
mediate withdrawal of U.S. troops
from Vietnam; 27.7 percent against
and 33.1 percent undecided or re-
fusing to answer.

The poll was conducted by Pat
Bell, past president of Research
Control Corporation and now an
independent survey consultant.
Bell interviewed a sample of 400
registered voters during the week
before the California Supreme
Court ruled that the antiwar pro-
position is to be placed on the
ballot.

Those interviewed were asked,
“If the following issue appears on
the ballot would you vote yes or
no? — It is the policy of the people

of the city and county of San -

Francisco that there be an im-
mediate cease-fire and withdrawal
of U.S. troops from Vietnam so
that the Vietnamese people can
settle their own problems.” This is
the same wording which will ap-
pear on the ballot under Proposi-
tion P.

Black voters polled responded
66.6 percent, yes; 10.4 percent, no;
22.9 percent undecided and none
refused to answer,

White voters: 38.4 percent, yes;
30.6 percent, no; 21.8 percent, un-
decided; 9.1 percent refused to
answer.

Calif. New

By Roger Filene

The conference initiated by
various Community for New Pol-
itics groups and held in San Luis
Obispo, Calif., Sept. 16-17 split on
whether or not to try to establish
a third party in California.

Political differences on this
question were not clearly spelled
out on the conference floor. In-
stead, the gathering split on a pro-
posal to give black participants
50 percent of the vote. Less than
200 people participated in the
conference. Of these some 15 were
They formed a
Black Caucus and their spokes-
man, Ayuko Babu of the Los
Angeles Black Panther Party,
demanded 50 percent of the vote
on issues affecting the black com-
munity. He defined such issues to
include health, jobs, welfare, the
Vietnam war and others. This
sparked a crisis in the convention
which was not overcome.

Three Groupings

There were three main political
groupings at the conference. There
was a delegation from the Bay
Area Community for New Politics.
Their principal spokesmen were
Robert Avakian of Ramparts
magazine and Jack Weinberg of
the Independent Socialist Club.
They favor a third party and speak
of the need for such a party adopt-
ing a militant program.

From the Los Angeles area there
was a grouping of supporters of
the Peace and Freedom Reregis-
tration Committees. These com-
mittees are conducting a campaign
to persuade 67,000 people to drop
their major party affiliation and
reregister as Peace and Freedom.
If 67,000 voters so reregister be-
fore the end of the year the party
would have ballot status. The only
other way to put a new party on
the ballot in California is to ob-
tain more than a half million sig-
natures of registered voters on in-
dependent nominating petitions.

iet Referendum
Gaining in San Francisco

SUPPORT OUR BOYS — BRING THEM HOME. U.S. soldiers are
dying in unjust, immoral war. Here, weary Marine looks on as
bodies of buddies are hauled away, victims of Washington’s policies.

Democrats: 48.7 percent, yes;
24.3 percent, no; 23.9 percent, un-
decided; 3.0 percent refused to an-
swer.

Republicans: 27.9 percent, yes;
34.5 percent, no; 25.0 percent un-
decided; 12.5 percent refused to
answer,

The Citizens for a Vote on Viet-
nam announced plans for special
unofficial polling places in Novem-

ber so 18-20 year olds and un-
registered adults can cast ballots
on the issue,

The citizen’s group was the or-
ganization which 1led the
drive to place the issue on the
ballot, and is now organizing the
campaign for its adoption. Volun-
teers are needed. Contact Citizens
for a Vote on Vietnam, 55 Colton
Street, San Francisco.

Politics Parley Splits

The Reregistration Committees
do not offer any proposals beyond
conducting the reregistration
drive, The question of program
and candidates, they assert, can be
taken up later.

The third major contingent at
the conference were leading public
spokesmen for the California Com-
munist Party. Among them were
Dorothy Healey, Ben Dobbs, Mic-
key Lima and Bettina Aptheker.
Their general approach was to
keep the movement “fluid.” They
say they are interested in an al-
ternative to Johnson in ’68 but
that a third party movement must
obtain a base in the black com-
munity.

Close With Demos

The CP leaders are particularly
concerned that close, friendly rela-
tions be maintained with the lib-
eral California Democratic Coun-
cil of the Democratic Party. This
is in sharp counterposition to peo-
ple like Weinberg and Avakian
who insist that the CDC must be
regarded as “the main enemy” of
those who would build an inde-
pendent political movement.

In response to the Black Caucus
resolution that it be given 50
percent of the vote to be cast as
a bloe, Jack Weinberg and Mike
Hannon of the Los Angeles Re-
registration Committee offered an
amendment that instead of the
whites voting separately while the
blacks voted as 'a bloe, thus as-
suring them mechanical control,
that both whites and blacks vote
as 50-50 blocs so that only those
decisions would be made that were
agreed on by both.

After an extremely heated de-
bate, with the CP spokesmen and
others in sharp opposition, the
Weinberg-Hannon proposal car-
ried 70 to 48. The conference then
divided into three caucuses: the
Black Caucus; a Majority Caucus,
composed largely of the Bay Area
CNP people and the Reregistration

Committees; and a Minority Cau-
cus, composed largely of the CPers
and such New Politics figures as
Simon Casady, who explained to
the gathering that he still par-
ticipates in the meetings of the
Executive Council of the CDC as
a former chairman.

The next day a Minority Caucus
proposal to revoke the Weinberg-
Hannon amendment was defeated
and the Black Caucus announced
it was walking out.

For the bulk of the weekend,
there were essentially three con-
ferences, with each of the caucuses
meeting separately.

The majority caucus voted to
continue reregistering people for
a Peace and Freedom Party even
though they have only 3,600 sig-
natures after several months of
work, After 11 declinations, Bob
Avakian, of Northern California,
Al Moreno of Southern California,
and Jack Weinberg, At Large,
were elected as a steering com-
mittee to continue this effort.

Doubts Reregistration

At the Minority Caucus, Dorothy
Healey proposed that another con-
ference be held at the end of the
year following the forthcoming
CDC state convention. She ex-
pressed doubt as to the wisdom
of the reregistration drive,

The Minority Caucus, which
fought so vigorously to give 50
percent of the votes to blacks at
this conference, then voted to
press at the CDC state conven-
tion that blacks and Mexican-
Americans comprise 40 percent of
the convention steering committee.
The contradiction was not ex-
plained.

The failure of the conference
continues the crisis of the CNP.
Some still look to the liberal Dem-
ocrats. The third-party people are
quite disillusioned. A number at
the conference expressed interest
in the Socialist Workers campaign
for Halstead and Boutelle.
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