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Memorial Meetings Across Countr
“Salute Slain Detroit Young Socialis

Spea.kers Urge United Front
In Face of Common Threat

By Harry Ring

NEW YORK — Three hundred
people jammed into the Militant
Labor Forum Hall May 27 to at-
tend 3 memorial meeting for Leo
Bernard, the Detroit socialist who
was shot down by a fanatical anti-
communist, The meeting was spon-
sored by the Socialistt Workers
Party and Young Socialist Al-
liance.

The speakers’ list, and the au-
dience itself, represented the
broadest act of left-wing unity
that has been achieved in this
country in more than three dec-
ades. This was also true of the
messages that poured into the
meeting,

All of the speakers were agreed
that the Detroit shooting was not
simply the act of a deranged in-
dividual, but a product of the
anti-communist poison pumped in-
to American society over the
years. An outburst of applause
greeted the declaration by one
speaker that it is President John-
son who should go on trial for
the Detroit shooting,

Broad Unity

The unprecedented presence on
the platform of the Communist
and Socialist Wporkers parties,
along with a wide range of other
tendencies, was clearly a source
of great inspiration to the au-
dience, which was about evenly
divided between veterans of the
radical movement and young peo-
ple.

Speaking for the New York
State Communist Party, Timothy
Wheeler was given an ovation
when he declared that Leo Bernard
was “committed to the very high-
est dream of all mankind, which
is socialism. And it is because
he was committed to that dream

Leo Bernard

that I count Leo Bernard as my
comrade.”

Elizabeth Barnes, national secre-
tary of the Young Seocialist Al-
liance, told the meeting: “We in
the Young Socialist Alliance have
been greatly encouraged by the
spontaneous response of support
and solidarity which we have re-
ceived at this time.”

“Everyone,” she said, *“recog-
nizes that this is a time when
we must all stand together., We
must unite . . . against this at-
tack, against all the other attacks
that have come against the anti-
war movement, the Negro move-
ment and against the socialist and
radical organizations, We must
unite on all questions where we
find it possible to agree.”

Farrell Dobbs, national secre-
tary of the Socialist Workers
Party, told the gathering: “On be-
half of the Socialist Workers
Party, 1 wish to address myself
first to the guest speakers and
to those of you in the audience
who are not members of our or-
ganization. ]

“We deeply appreciate your
presence here tonight. In simple
human terms, your act of solidar-
ity gives us comfort and lends us
encouragement at a time of grief
and a time of trial.” )

He added: “Thinking in terms
of the movement as a whole, we
feel that your presence here to-
night is a matter of extreme im-
portance . . .,

“We feel in this situation,” he
continued, “and in the response
of everyone in the movement in
the face of this terrible event, a
return to that which is rich and
deep in the roots of the American
labor and radical movement, And
when you see that development
today, at this critical hour, and
think of the great battles that
were won in the past with firm
principled adherence to the con-
cept of the united front within
the movement despite differences,
we can be more confident than
ever of ultimate victory.”

Joint Action

He said the present situation
“calls for the broadest possible
political counter-action, a joining
of forces by everyone who believes
there is something fundamentally
wrong in this country to set out
to change it, to set things right,
and cleanse our land and help
cleanse the world of violence.

“In the meaningful solidarity
demonstrated at this memorial
meeting, in the comparable soli-
darity that is being demonstrated
at memorial meetings throughout
the country this week,” he said,
“in the messages that are pouring
in to our party from all over
the country and all over the world,
there is every reason to take fresh
hope and gain new confidence
that more and meore forces are

coming to the “support of those

Farrell Dobbs

of us who have long been fight-
ing against these wrongs in our
society, and that we're finding in
the course of the struggle how to
work more effectively, wherever
we can, to promote the common
aim that so many of us funda-
mentally share.

“And we of the Socialist Work-
ers Party, in turn, pledge our full
support to all others 'in the move-
ment who fall under this or any
other kind of peril under the
violence generated in this land. In
the interests of the common strug-
gle, we pledge our support to the
best of our ability, and in an
absolutely principled way.”

Other speakers at the meeting
were: John Fuerst of Students for
a Democratic Society; James
Silver, national field secretary of
the Student Peace Union; David
Lynne of the Canadian League for
Socialist Action; Harry - Nier,
Denver civil liberties and civil
rights "attorney; Dave Dellinger,
editor of Liberation, A, J. Muste,
chairman of the ‘Fifth Avenue
Vietnam Peace Parade Committee;
Harold Greenberg of the W.E.B.
DuBois Clubs; Pedro Juan Rua of
the Puerto Rican Pro-Independence
Movement; and James Aronson,
editor of the National Guardian.
Jack Barnes, New York SWP or-
ganizer, was chairman.

The spirit of solidarity that per-
vaded the gathering was expressed
in the collection taken for the
Emergency Medical Fund to help
defray the funeral expenses for
Leo Bernard and medical expenses
for Jan Garrett and Walter Gra-
ham. In response to an appeal by
George Novack, a total of $568
was contributed.

By Gordon Bailey
LOS ANGELES — More than a
dozen organizations here joined in
a united protest memorial meet-
ing on May 28 for Leo Bernard,
murdered by an ultra-right racist

‘in Detroit. Over 160 people were

present. Spokesmen for the Com-
munist Party, Socialist Party, Du-

i

Bois Clubs, Progressive Labor
Club and Young Socialist Alliance,
as well as civil rights fighters
and antiwar groups expressed
their deep concern and indigna-
tion at the foul attack on the three
young socialists.’

The speakers were unanimous
in placing the ultimate blame for
the shootings oh the war hysteria
generated by the Johnson admin-
istration. “The assassin was prob-
ably mentally deranged,” said
Dorothy Healy, spokesman for the
Communist Party, ‘“but the so-
ciety we live in was really respon-
sible.” All "those who call for
continuing and extending the war
in Vietndm are establishing a so-

cial climate in which violence
against dissenters is acceptable,
she said.

Dr. Isidor Ziferstein, represent-
ing the American Civil Liberties
Union, pointed out that labeling
dissenters as communists makes
them outlaws in our society. Like
the liberation fighters in Vietnam,
the dissenters at home become ob-
jects of all the violence that war is
habituating us to. Our deadly peril,
he warned, is that the American
people will become drugged into
accepting the ultimate violence of
nuclear war to smash communism.

Violence Futile

“Unless mankind itself is de-
stroyed, violence will never halt
the march to socialism,” Derrel
Myers, speaking for the Young
Socialist Alliance, told the audi-
ence. Recounting his own experi-
ence in coming to the socialist
movement, he pointed to the other
youths who are taking the same
road, “The perpetrators of vio-
lence cannot deter us,” he said,

“because they do not understand-

the depth of oUr commitment or
the height of our aspirations.”
Clara James of the Southside
Citizens Defense Committee, which
is centered in the Los Angeles
ghetto, said she was looking to the
unity of all forces fighting for
peace and civil rights. She offered
the aid of the Citizens Defense

Timothy Wheeler

Committee to any organization

threatened by rightist attack.
The Detroit shooting was linked

to the bombings of the DuBois

Clubs and the Vietnam Day Com--

mittee headquarters by several
speakers. Robert Himmel, speak-
ing for the Socialist Workers
Party, said only luck prevented
deaths and injury in those bomb-
ings. And assassins could just as
easily invade the headquarters of
the Socialist Party or Communist
Party. All socialists, freedom

fighters and opponents of the war

are potential targets, he warned.

The murder of freedom fighters
in the South was discussed by
Marv Davidson, member of the
Committee for Non-violent Ac-

MG

tion. There, too, he said, the at-'

mosphere engendered by a racist

society gave license to the slayers .

of Medgar Evers and others. The

military mind that reports its daily

“body count” and “kill ratio” in
(Continued on Page 4)

from the hospital.

Sanity Hearing Set for Detroit Killer

DETROIT — A sanity commission has been ordered for
Edward Waniolek, arrested for the May 16 shooting of three
young socialists in the local headquarters of the Socialist Work-
ers Party. Waniolek, described by his wife as “obsessed by
communism,” killed Leo Bernard, a member of the SWP, and
seriously wounded two other young men.

Jan Garrett, Wayne County chairman of the SWP, is now
recuperating at the home of his parents. He is in a body cast
from his waist'to his toes and will require a great deal of care
for a prolonged period of time. The third victim, Young So-
cialist Alliance member Walter Graham, is still listed in serious
condition at Receiving Hospital. He has already undergone sev-
eral operations and it is not known when he will be released’.

A preliminary hearing on Waniolek was adjourned until
June 8 when the sanity commission will issue its report. on -
whether the defendant can legally be tried for murder.

An emergency fund has been set up with two Wayne State
University faculty members serving as co-chairmen, Checks for
the fund should be made out and sent to: Emergency Medical
Fund for Bernard, Garrett and Graham, c/o English Dept.,'
Wayne State University, Detroit, Mich., 48202. s
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X Speaks

Malcolm

]

The following statements by
Malcolm X, from meetings and in-
terviews in the last months of his
life, are reprinted from the book,

- Malcolm X Speaks, with the per-
mission of Merit Publishers, 5
East 8rd St., New York, N. Y.
10003. Copyright 1965 by Merit

Publishers.

.- Installment 27
ON GOING BACK TO AFRICA

Malcolm was asked how he
thought * Afro-Americans would
be received by the Africans if
they should go back to Africa.

Malcolm: After lengthy discus-
sions with many Africans at all
levels, I would say some would be
welcome and some wouldn’t be
welcome. Those that have a con-
tribution to make would be wel-
come, but those that have no con-
tribution to make would not be
welcome; I don’t think any of us,
if we look at it objectively, could
find fault with that.

And I believe this, that if we
migrated back to Africa cultural-

. 1y, philosophically and psycholog-
ically, while remaining here phy-

‘ gically, ‘the spiritual bond that

would develop between us and Af-
rica through this cultural, philo-
sophical and psychological migra-
tion, so-called migration, would

" enhance our position here, be-

cause we would have our contacts
with 'them acting as roots or
foundations behind us. You never
will have a foundation in Amer-
ica. You’re out of your mind if
you think that this government is
ever going to back you and me up
in the same way that it backed
others up. They’ll never do it. It’s
not in them.

As an example, take the Chi-
nese. You asked me about Red
_China. The Chinese used to be
disrespected. They used to use
that expression in this country:
%You don’t have a Chinaman’s
chance.” You remember that? You
don’t hear it lately. Because a
Chinaman’s got more chance than
they have' now. Why? Because
China is strong. Since China be-
came strong and independent,

' she's respected, she’s recognized.

So that wherever a Chinese per-
son goes, he is respected and he
is recognized. He’s not respected
and recognized because of what
he as an individual has done; he
is respected and recognized be-

cause he has a country behind him,

a continent behind him. He has
some power behind him. .They
don’t respect him, they respect

' what’s behind him.

By’ the same token, when the
African continent in its independ-
ence is able to create the unity

that’s necessary to increase its

Weekly Calendar

; CHICAGO
TWO VIEWS: THE NEW COMMU-
NIST PARTY PROGRAM — AMERICA'S

. ROAD TO SOCIALISM? Debaters:

James Kennedy, for; Howard Follette,
against. Fri, June 10, 8 p.m. 302 S.
Canal St. Ausp. Friday Night Socialist
Forum.
: .
" NEW YORK.

PETER SCHUMANN'S BREAD & PUP-
PET THEATER presents "FIRE.' Fri.,
June 10, 8:30 p.m. & 10:00 p.m. Doors
close when performance begins, 873
Broadway, at 18th St. Contrib. $1. stu-
dents 50c. Ausp. Militant Labor Forum.

Malcolm X

strength and its position on this
earth, so that Africa too becomes
respected as other huge continents
are respected, then, wherever
people of |African origin, African
heritage or African blood go, they
will be respected — but only when
and because they have something
much larger that looks like them
behind them.

With that behind you, you will
get some respect. Without it be-
hind you, you can do almost any-
thing under the sun in this society
— pass any kind of law that
Washington can think of — and
you and I will still be trying to
get them to enforce that law.
We'll be like that Chinaman about
whom they used to say, “He
doesn’t have a  Chinaman’s
chance.” Now you don't have a
Negro’s chance. But with Africa
getting its independence, you and
I will have more of a chance. I
believe in that 100 percent.

And this is what I mean by a
migration or going back to Africa
— going back in the sense that we
reach out to them and they reach
out to us. Our mutual understand-
ing and our mutual effort toward
a mutual objective will bring

‘mutual benefit to the African as

well as to the Afro-American. But
you will never get it just relying
on Uncle Sam alone. You are look-
ing to the wrong direction. Be-
cause the wrong people are in
Washington, .D.C., and I mean
from .the White House right on
down. I hope I don’t step on
anybody’s toes by saying that. I
didn’t vote for him, so I can say
it. (HARYOU-ACT forum for
Domestic Peace Corps members,
Harlem, Dec. 12, 1964.) .

Socialism on Trial

By James P. Cannon

Transcript of testimony in
first Smith Act tria

MERIT PUBLISHERS
5 East Third St.,

New York, N. Y.10003

Clemency Granted

Conceding to international pro-
tests, the Shah of Iran commuted
the death sentence of one of the
three Iranian students whose con-

demnations were reported in this
column two weeks ago. Follow-

"ing the release, Jean-Paul Sarire

issued a statement which was pub-
lished in the Paris daily Le
Monde:

“The young Iranian patriot, Mr,
K. Bodjnourdi,” Sarire stated,
“has just been granted his life.
This act, of immense gratification

‘to us, must not cause us to forget

that the situation of the political
prisoners in Iran remains as tragic
as ever.

“The lives of two other Iranians,
Hekmatdjou and Khavari, accused
of belonging to the Tudeh Party
and of espionage, are in danger,
The Committee to Defend the
Iranian Political Prisoners asks all
those in France who believe in
democracy to appeal to the Iranian
authorities in order to save these
two human lives.”

Marathon

Reuters news service reported
May 22 that 10,000 Greeks had
marched the famous 27 miles from
Marathon to Athens in protest
against the Vietnamese war. They
were joined by a crowd of over
30,000 at the Athens stadium
where the demonstration ended.

Stanley Orme, a member of the
British Parliament, read a mes-
sage from 60 of his Labor Party
colleagues, expressing the hope
that in 1966 “we can see an end
to the bloody war in Vietnam with
a full implementation of the 1954
Geneva agreement.”

Universal Feeling

In Australia, the news of the
first death of an Australian
draftee in Vietnam was heralded
by banner headlines around the
country and sparked a new wave
of . antiwar protests. (Until re-
cently, the bulk of the Australian
forces in Vietnam were regular
army men,) The victim’s name

o SOCIalist Educ‘cilﬁon Fund

2

Two Weeks to Go

was Pvt, Errol Wayne Noack, 21.

Meanwhile, the New York Times
reports from “highly reliable”
sources May 26 that Sweden has
refused to sell arms to the U.S.

- because of widespread opposition

to American policy in Vietnam.
The ruling Swedish Social Demo-
cratic Party opposes the war and
calls for a solution including nego-
tiations with the National Libera-
tion Front.

Business Trip

Three months after the right-
wing military coup which ousted
Ghana’s anti-imperialist president
Kwame Nkrumah, a four-man
Ghanaian economic delegation vi-
sited this country with rather
spectacular results. According to
press releases from the Ghana In-

formation Services, they arrived iq '

this country May 14.

First off they made the “diplo-
matic rounds” in Washington, in-
cluding the International Monetary
Fund. Arriving in New York May
18, they spent the following morn-
ing at the United Nations. In the
early afternoon they held sessions
with the senior economic corre-
spondent of the New York Times,
and later with officials of the
Union Carbide corporation.

On May 20, they met with W. H,
Beatty, vice president of the Chase
Manhattan Bank, William Miller,
president of the Chase Interna-
tional Investment Corporation and
with other banking organizations.
The same day, E. N. Omaboe, head
of the Ghanaian delegation, an-
nounced that the financial prob-
lems which had plagued the
Nkrumah regime in its final
months had been solved.

An emergency loan of $36.4 mil-
lion from the IMF would stave

off immediate problems, Subse-'

quent arrangements, Omaboe stat-
ed, had been made for refinanc-
ing $800 million worth of com-
mergjal debt obligations.

Friendly Advice

~ Meanwhile, the May 12 number
of South Africa’s Business Report
informs us that Dr. Anton Rupert,

A

By Marvel Scholl
Fund Director

There are just two weeks to
go before the end of the Socialist
Education Fund drive. We ask all
our friends to keep the date —
June 15 — firmly in mind and
send in their contributions so that

‘when the final scoreboard is pub-

lished, it will show at least 100
percent, '

Boston has already gone over
the top, and Minneapolis-St. Paul
have paid in full, with a promise
of at least $200 more. Milwaukee
has also indicated that it intends
to go over its quota.

It has been impossible, because
of space problems, to thank each
and every individual contributor

in this column. But each of them
will receive a personal letter.

The need to collect the entire
$21,000 is more vital today than
it has ever been. The tiragic ex-
perience we have had in Detroit,
the murder of one comrade and
the serious injury to two others,
makes it imperative that we step
up our efforts to provide an an-
tidote to the poison of the capi-
talist news media and the John-
son administration. There is only
one such antidote — and that is
the truth. ’

Send your contribution to the
Socialist Education Fund, 873
Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10003.

Fund Secoreboard

Branch Quota
Boston . $1,200
Minneapolis-St. Paul 1,000
San Francisco 900
St. Louis 150
Chicago 1,800
San Diego 200
Detroit 1,400
Cleveland 1,000
Newark 150-
Philadelphia 300
Allentown 175
New York 5,800
Milwaukee 400
Seattle 500
Los Angeles 4,400
QOakland-Berkeley 900
Denver 125
General 600

Total through June 1 $21,000

Percent

Paid
1,212 101
1,000 _ 100
849 94
131 87
1,540 86
171 86
1,089 78
755 76
104 : 70
209 70
119 68
3,666 63
204 50
250 50
1,778 40
296 33
26 21
443 72
$13,842 . 66

1

World Events

the South African industrial mag-
nate, had addressed the Detroit
Economic Club the same week,
Rupert advised the American busi-
nessmen of the profitability of in-
vestment in his country. . “oo
Last year, Rupert pointed out,
U.S. investment in South Africa
had realized the fantastic average
of 12,6 per cent, as against only
6.6 percent in Western Europe, and
5.5 percent in the world. One com-
pany, he stated, not mentioning
names; returned a 26 percent yield.
How was it possible? Without
going into details, Rupert said that
one of the factors responsible for
South Africa’s prosperity was that
she had a “philosophy of economie
activity similar to that of the
United States.”
—Dick Roberts

Bread and Puppet
Theater Is Star of
N.Y. Antiwar March

By Ron Wolin

NEW YORK — A unique dem-
onstration against the war in Viet-
nam, in the form of a funeral pro-
cession through the streets of mid-
town New York, was held on
Memorial Day by Veterans and
Reservists to End the War in Viet-
nam and the Bread and Puppet
Theatre. About 60 members and
supporters of both groups parti-
cipated.

The procession was led by a
single file of 20 women wearing
stark white death masks, white
sheets and sandals. The women
hummed a single-note mournful
tone, which along with the inter-
mittent elanging of a large cymbal
created the effect of a death knell.

Following the women were a
dozen veterans and reservists in
dark suits and black ties carrying
a large black mock casket with
a sign reading: “American dead:
4,000 — Vietnamese dead: 1,300,-
000 plus.”

Other veterans distributed 3,000
leaflets which summed up the pur-
pose of the demonstration in'these
words: “In dedication to the mem-
ory of the more than four thou-
sand American dead in Vietnam
and the more than one million
Vietnamese men, women and chil-
dren who have been killed since
their struggle for independence
began two decades ago . . . let
each of us this Mémorial Day com-
mit himself to reverence for life
and working in every way .pos-
sible to bring this horrible war to
an end.”

The demonstration caught most
of the holiday strollers and tour-
ists by surprise. The general crowd
reaction was one of curiosity, awe
and silence, rather than counter-
demonstration and jeering. Some
spectators joined the procession
along the route.

Harlem CORE
Hits Viet War

NEW YORK — The Harlem
chapter of the Congress of Racial
Equality has issued a resolution
denouncing U.S, involvement in -
the war in Vietnam and calling
for the immediate; withdrawal of
all American troops. Roy Innis,
chairman of the chapter, an-
nounced that the resolution was
passed unanimously, = |

The ‘eight-point resolution
charges that the draft had been
rigged so that Negroes were draft-
ed out of proportion to their
numbers and that Negro casual-
ties were out of proportion to their
numbers in the army and in the
general population.

“Negro tax moneys that should
be used to help the black people
are being diverted to Vietnam,”
the resolution charges. It condemnsg
the “racist nature of the war and
the inhuman uses of hideous
weapons — such as gas.”
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““l Count Leo Bernard As My Comrade”

Speeches Made
At N.Y. Meeting

John Fuerst

[The following is the speech fo
the New York memorial meeting
by John Fuerst].

When Leo Bernard was killed
we all lost a comrade. Leo Ber-
nard was not killed because of the
faction he belonged to. He was
not killed because of his own
brand of socialism. Rather, Leo
Bernard was Kkilled because he
stood for and fought for the wery
same things all of us stand for
and fight for.

He was killed because of his

opposition to the bloody and coun-
terrevolutionary war in Vietnam.
He was killed because of his op-
position to American racism,
which economically and politically
exploits its minorities.
. More importantly, he was killed
because pe stood for an America
free from exploitation, and an
America in which all people will
be free to make the decisions
which control their lives.

Leo Bernard’s death could have
been any of our deaths. No one
man should be blamed for his
death. His killer was insane and
not responsible for his actions.
Yet his killer’s insanity was not
something alien to the American
system. It was not something that
placed him beyond the pale of his
neighbors and friends.

If anything, the assassin of Leo
Bernard represented the Ameri-

can ideology carried to its logical.

conclusion. And if anyone is to
be blamed for Leo Bernard’s
death, the blame must fall on
that American ideology and those
who propagate it and profit by it.
One of the greatest tragedies of
the events in Detroit, and one of
the greatest ironies, is that Leo
Bernard and his two fellow so-
cialists were trying to build a so-
ciety where men like the cabbie
_who shot at them could live in
freedom from exploitation and op-
pression.

And one of the most terrifying
things about the America we live
in is that men like the cabbie
who killed Leo Bernard could
act the way they do. America has
been able to teach its population
to fight a war which is not their
own war. And America has some-
how taught the population to be-
lieve the war is their war. Amer-
ica has taught its population to
accept as legitimate and democra-
tic leaders people who exploit the
population and profit by their
labor. /

And this is the system we have
to change, a system that sends
people to Vietnam to fight a war
which is not their war. A system
that houses millions of its people
in slums and is somehow able to
propagate thée myth that the
slums don’t really exist, or if they
exist, it’s the fault of the slum
dwellers. A system which sends

John Fuerst

millions of its children to bad
schools, and then somehow pro-
pagates the myth, and propagates
it successfully, that the children
are somehow naturally stupid and
don’t deserve anything better.

If Leo’s death is to mean any-
thing to us, we must begin to fight
the system that killed him. We
must begin to talk to people about
who really profits from wars in
Vietnam, about why they live in
slums, about why they aren’t
able to receive decent educations:
We must talk to people about a
new' society — a socialist society,
a society they will be able to
control for their own interests,

SDS extends its deepest sym-
pathies to the family of Leo Ber-
nard, and to his comrades in the
Socialist Workers Party and Young
Socialist Alliance, May it never
happen to us again.

James Silver

[The following are - excerpts
from the speech of James Silver,
national field secretary of the Stu-
dent Peace Union].

I don’t think I have to say that
I'm deeply grieved by Mr. Ber-
nard’s death, but I'm not going
to talk about that tonight. I'm
going to try to tell you what hap-
pened to Addison Wilkins [the
former national office manager of
the. SPU who was shot to death
in Richmond, Virginia] . . .

Apgain, I'm sorry about Mr. Ber-
nard, I'm sorry about Addison
Wilkins. I believe if we begin to
act now we can put a stop to poli-
tical assassinations. Because other-
wise this country is going to be
going as rightist as during the
MecCarthy era, and I'm sure none
of us want this.

David Lynne

[The following is the speech of
David Lynne, representing the
League for Socialist Action of
Canada.]

Often, Canadian radicals tend
to view the United States as one
mass of reaction. The anti-com-
munist hysteria generated by the
American State Department seems
at first glance, to find no opposi-
tion among the American public.
. Thus, it has been a tremendous
source of inspiration for us to see
the growth of the movement
against the war in Vietnam in
the United States itself — to
know that there are thousands

and thousands of American youth

with the courage and conviction to
say no to Johnson’s concensus.
This has enabled us to redouble
our efforts to build a saner world.
We have followed your example
and taken your lead in fighting
this genocidal war.

We are inspired by your ex-
ample because we know that when
the forces of sanity triumph in
the United States, when the people
of the U.S. throw off the most
powerful ruling class in the world,
then no force on earth will be
able to stop the winds of change
from sweeping this planet, bring-
ing peace and plenty for the first
time in history.

We know that in this new
American radical movement is
is the embryo of the force that
will change the world. Leo Ber-
nard was murdered because he
was helping to build this force,
because he was fighting against
war and oppression, poverty and
ignorance, hatred and fear,

He was shot down because he
was a socialist, not poisoned and
corrupted by American capitalism.
His murder will not go unchal-
lenged. We will answer this vi-
cious act by increasing our efforts
to end the system which brought
about his death. Leo Bernard
fought for socialism, and it is
the final victory of socialism in
the U.S., in Canada and around
the world that will provide the
greatest possible tribute to his
memory.

Harold Greenberg

[The following is the speech of
Harold Greenberg, representative
of the W.E.B. DuBois Clubs of
America. ]

The W.E.B. DuBois Clubs de-
plore the murder of Leo Bernard
and the shooting of Jan Garrett
and Walter Graham. Lep Bernard
was killed by a fanatical anti-
communist. He was killed by an
individual who reflected the fa-
natical anti-communist foreign
policy of the Johnson administra-
tion — a policy which has killed
thousands of freedom fighters in

ietnam, in Santo Domingo, in the
Congo, in South Africa, in short,
throughout the entire world. It is
a foreign policy that threatens the
very existence of us all.

This foreign policy has met with
increasing -opposition from the
American people. The atrocities
and aggression in Vietnam have
been militantly opposed by the
American people. And Leo Ber-
nard was very active in this oppo-
sition.

As you all know, incidents like
these have occurred in San Fran-
cisco with the bombing and com-
plete destruction of the national
headquarters of the DuBois Club;
in Manhattan, with the explosion

. in the Worker building; in Brook-

lyn, with the vicious attack on the
DuBois Clubs members; and in
Richmond, with the brutal murder
of Addison Wilkins, peace worker
for the Student Peace' Union.

At times like these, we must hot |

be intimidated by the insane ac-
cusations of the ultra-right which
spur these maniacs to act. We
must go ahead and convince the
public that the goverment’s dirty
war in Vietnam is related to its
complete lack of action on the
home front, to combat these at-
tacks and, in many cases, to in-
stigate these very attacks.

We of the DuBois Clubs feel
now is the time fo act. We cannot
sit back and mourn the deaths of
our fellow workers, They would
not want us to do this.
bombings, these attacks, these
murders, show us the great sick-
ness which exists in this country.
The only way we can cure this
disease -is to fight it with more
protests, more rallies, more
marches on Washington, more
workers in the South.

And when the American public
sees the great injustices in this
country and finally acts according
to its conscience, then we can say
that L.eo Bernard and people like
him have not died in vain.

Harry Nier

[The following are excerpts
from the speech of Harry Nier,
Denver civil liberties and civil
rights attorney].

I didn’t have the opportunity to
know Leo Bernard, Jan Garrett
or Walter Graham. However I do

.

our generation.

Speech by Representative
Of Communist Party

[The following is the text of the speech delivered at the
New York memorial meeting for Leo Bernard by Timothy
Wheeler, representing the New York State Communist Party.]

I want to add my voice, and the voice of my party, to those:
voices: that have already been raised tonight so eloquently in
outrage against the brutal slaying of Leo Bernard.

I feel compelled to speak to you tonight as a representative
of the new generation of youth, because:the murder of Leo
Bernard is, in large part, an attack on our generation. And it
is not without accident that the fascists have seen fit to attack

It is because our generation has supplied the shock troops
of the civil rights movement. And we have poured into the
peace movement and supplied forces in unparalleled numbers,
so that now we have the strongest and most united peace move-
ment that this country has ever seen.

It is because Leo Bernard was young that his hopes and
his aspirations were not bound by other people’s sense of what
was possible. And for that reason he was able to become com-
mitted to the very highest dream of all mankind, which is so-
cialism. And it is because he was committed to that dream
that I count Leo Bernard as my comrade. ) '

And therefore I address myself to those among us — and
I notice there are large numbers among us — who are young
and who are of our generation. And I say to ‘you that the
best tribute that we can pay to the memory of Leo Bernard
is to consolidate ourselves within our generation. To pour inte
the student movements, to build our base on every campus,
to get among trade union youth, and swell this youth move-
ment into a force that no mere mad gunman can stop.

These °

know that wherever the struggle
for peace, the struggle for free-
dom in Denver takes place, their
comrades are either playing a
supporting role or are in the lead.
And, being an attorney, I've had
the opportunity to become ac-
quainted with them,

And I know that these boys
were very militant, were at the
head of this struggle. And I also
know that this setback — as has
always happened in history — will
merely intensify the struggles of
all those that are associated with
them. And I want to classify my-
self as being in this struggle with
all of you in this audience.

In human history, we all know
that when setbacks do take place
— and I believe this was the first
assassination of anybody in the
peace movement — the struggle
does intensify. I anticipate that
will happen . . .

This killing will cause the
struggle all over the country to
intensify. Where there’s a human
element, where the morale is high
within the movement, it will in-
tensify. And that, I think, is the
lesson to be learned all through-
out history — that man makes his
own history as a result of the hu-
man element and as a result of
going ahedd regardless of inti-
midation.

Dave Dellinger

[The following are excerpts
from the memorial speech by Dave
Dellinger, editor of Liberation.]

One of the things I couldn’t help
notice in the death of Leo Bernard
and the shooting of his two com-
rades was the way this tragedy
was handled by the press. It Te-
minded me of the way the South-
ern papers handle the killing of
Negroes who are thought to be,
basically, obscure, if not inferior....

Leaving aside for the moment
that in my view no human being
is obscure or inferior, Leo Bernard
was a member of a great move-
ment. He was an open and ‘de-
dicated communist. Not just in the
sénse that anyone these days who
stands for social justice and free-
dom ‘and human dignity is ac-
cused of being a communist. But
also in the sense that he was
.dedicated to an over-all vision
and active in an organization
working to put that vision into
practice.

Now, it is said that }he man

who killed Leo Bernard had a
disordered mind. Other speakers
have pointed out the sense in
which the common, dominant psy-
chology of our country is disord-
ered. And could anyone think of
a person who, from the point of
view of basic human values and
responsibilities, has a more dis-
ordered mind ' than Lyndon B.
Johnson?

And in a sense, the murderer in
this case is more logical than those
who would wash their hands of
the crime. Because it simply
doesn’t make sense to draw arti-
ficial international boundaries and
to say, it is alright to kill com-
munists over there and even to '
napalm little children who might
in some way or other be related
to communists, and say, but we
can’t kill them over here , . .

I just want to say one other
thing which may not be so easy
to see in this tragedy. But I could
not speak from my heart tonight,
as I am motivated to do by this
death, without pointing out that
violence as a method must be ex-~
punged from our ways, Because;
just as Leo Bernard was a con-
scientious and dedicated com-
munist, so the country has many
dedicated anti-communists. And
would we now in retaliation go
out and shoot one of them to get
even? Obviously not.

And as we have been pointing |
out, the sporadic violence which
is coming into play in the case of
Addison Wilkins, Leo Bernard, the
bombings and so forth — this is
connected with the organized viol-
ence of our country. I think that
all of us who want to be real rev-
olutionaries must face the fact that
thdre is a time when organized
violence must be repudiated by the
revolutionary movement, just as
sporadic and retaliatory violence
is. !

Now, the problem is that politics
tend to become very abstract and
remote to us if we lose sight of
the victims. And it is terrible, in
a sense, to draw any good thing
out of an evil act and a tragic
death. And yet we must, and
through the death of our Comrade
Leo Bernard, find that the victims
become more real to us — the
victims in Vietnam, the victims in
the Dominican Republic, the vie-
tims in the ghettos, the victims ev-
erywhere. And we must be. more
concrete and more dedicated and
more unified in our activities.

If all the unity which is dis-

(Continued on Page 4)
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"The Death of Leo Bernard Has Beer

(Continued from Page 3)
played here tonight in the mes-
sages and the speakers — a unity
in death — can be transferred
to a unity in life, a unity to go
on and transcend our very real
differences, to fight within our
own frameworks and also to fight
in unity with all others, then Leo
Bernard certainly will not have
died in vain.

James Aronson

{The following is the text of
the speech of James Aronson, edi-
tor of the National Guardian.l

1 would like to speak as a news-
papérman and as a radical. First
‘as a newspaperman. and, I guess,
a journalist of a certain stripe,
I cannot have access to all daily
newspapers and those in New
York, as you know, have been
severely restricted in the last
weeks. But I am not aware of any
editorial expression of outrage or
alarm in.any daily newspaper over
the murder of Leo Bernard and the
shooting of Jan Garrett and Walter

- Graham. As a matter of fact the
story, except perhaps in Detroit,
was what we used to call in the
trade a one-day wonder. And I am
not at all surprised:

I do not intend to be here to
make a moral preachment of the
press. For an audience of this
kind, gathered at this memorial, it
would add little to your already
bountiful knowledge of the traits

" of the newspapers that you are
¥orced to read. The true wonder
is that there is enough feeling and
enough scepticism in the people
of this country to break out of the
boiler-plated structures of the
press. If the shock such a murder
as Bernard’s can produce is not
openly expressed, I am persuaded
still that it is there, in a numbed
way, just as there must be a latent
shock over the mass murder which
our government is. committing in

Vietnam.

Now, how do we turn this into
an open cry, as must one day hap-
pen? I can advise only a relent-
less concentration on exposing the
main source and inspiration of this
awfulness — whether it occurs on
an-individual or a mass basis. And
I refer, of course, to the policies
and practices of the government
of the United States.

Now, speaking as a radical, I
would like in this connection, to
say a few words about a fellow
journalist for whose reportorial
curiosity and zeal I have the high-
e;lt regard, if not always for his
conclusions. I speak of I. F. Stone.
And 1 wish to emphasize that I
speak to the point of view and not
to the man, :

- "Now, Stone thinks the United

States should get out of Vietnam

and so do I. But Stone, as he ex-
pressed it at a meeting in Manhat-
tan Center last Monday night when
he spoke with A. J. Muste and
JIsaac Deutscher, whose message

i

James Aronson

you heard tonight also believes,
as he put it, that the Vietnamese
are just as aggressive and ill-be-
haved as Americans, and more
racist. Those are his words.

1 disagree emphatically. Any
nation, Stone said, is capable of
great cruelties and wars. And the
USA not more than others, except
that it has more sophisticated
means of destruction. The war in
Vietnam, said Stone, is a problem
for all mankind and not just for
the USA. Now I submit to you that

this is much too facile and too

diverting.

Of course all wars are a prob-
lem for all mankind. But the war
in Vietnam is a U.S. war imposed
on a whole people that detests
war, If the people of Vietnam, in
their struggle for liberation and
their defense against the bestiality
of the invader, are forced to re-
spond with arms and to kill, it
is the strangest kind of illogic and
sophistry to balance each side on
the scales of aggression and viol-
ence.

If seeking to expel a white in-
vader makes a brown man a racist,
then heaven help the Muse of his-
tory.

Now, as rmuch as I deplore war

,and as much as I shy from viol-
ence, I cannot accept the thesis

that a war fought for people’s lib-
eration brutalizes that people. 1
have, for exemple, seen Cuba for
myself, And I think that David
Dellinger, who was my companion
on that trip, will verify that state-
ment.- o

Harden them, yes. Steel them,
yes. But having seen the letters
from ordinary people in Vietnam
about Alice Hertz or Norman Mor-
rison or Roger LaPorte, do we
know what they have said about
Leo Bernard, or will say? I think
I know. It will be a message
of love and sadness and yet hope.
Not brutality.

The Stone approach is the kind
of sweeping evangelism that stifles
militancy. And it is no wonder
that he advised the radical peace
movement last summer to be si-
lenced and to stop making it hard-
er for those who, in his opinion,
were in a position — an acceptable
one, I imagine — to counter the
policy of the administration.

Now, as I said, I do not mean
to single out the person here as
much as a philosophy at this most
critical juncture of our history.
But the clinical case history is

much too symptomatic to be
ignored.

If the war in Vietnam is a
problem for all: mankind, it is,
first of all, a problem for Amer-
icans. And no American who has
any insight into the problem can
dodge the responsibility of raising
his voice. And no one has the
right to exclude him from the
ranks of dissenters. If the splitters
and the exclusionists prevails, the
aggressors will succeed. . And if
they do, Leo Bernard will have
lived his short life in a vain hope.
Let us not bury that hope with
Leo Bernard.

A. ). Muste

[The following are excerpts
from the speech of A. J. Muste,
chairman of the Fifth Avenue

" Vietnam Peace Parade Commit-

tee.]
There are two reasons I want
to speak tonight . . . One of them

is to say that an honor I regard
it to be asked to be here on this
occasion and to stand here and to
bow my head in gratitude and
deep reverence for Leo Bernard
as a person and for the genera-

tion of our antiwar youth of
which he is a symbol . . .

It has been remarked that the
assassin’'s deed was that of an
irrational man. It has also been
suggested that it would be mira-
culous if irrational deeds of that
kind did not take place in the
environment in which we are liv-
ing today, when the policy of the
national administration could very
well be described as locking for
some communists to shoot — hunt-
ing them and hunting anyone who
speaks the word “peace” in south
Vietnam as supposed enemies of
democracy.

As a matter of fact, the admin-
istration has descended to an even
lower level of irrationality than
that because it is backing up a
military junta and Ky, while Ky
excuses himself from the job of
hunting alleged communists on
behalf of democracy in order to
shoot his own people and soldiers
of his own army. How a regime
could get more irrational or more
bereft of ordinary common sense
as to continue to support such a
dictator is a difficult thing to
understand . . .

Now, lastly, this meeting is a
remarkable one @nd is a symbol

... Memorial Meetings Across Coul

(Continued from Page 1)

Vietnam, encourages the killer in-
stinet in deranged racists like the
Detroit assassin, he pointed out.

Many messages of condolence,
protest and solidarity from various
organizations and people were re-
ceived and read at the meeting.
Among them were messages from
Frank Wilkinson of the Emergency
Civil Rights Committee; Stokely
Carmichael, chairman of SNCC;
Al Wiron, Los Angeles ACLU at-
torney; Prof. Tim Harding and two
other professors at Los Angeles
State College; Lou Ciccione, Presi-
dent of South Gate local of the
UAW:; Don Freeman of CORE;
and Fred Patton of the National
Farm Workers Association.

A collection was taken for the
benefit of the Detroit victims.

By Phyllis Sawyer

BOSTON — The SWP and YSA
held a memorial meeting here for
Leo Bernard on May 26, with 80
people in attendance.

Martha Kocel of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Commit-
tee was the first speaker. She is
from Detroit and knew the three
victims. “It is America,” she said,
“which is responsible for the
deaths of those fighting for jus-
tice . . . The Great Society sur-
vives on death and hypocrisy
rather than life and truth . . .

“We will change this society
so that deaths that happen in De-
troit, in the South, in the ghetto
and worse, in Vietnam, will no
longer be allowed to happen.”

James Howard of the American
Friends -Service Committee spoke
of the long history in our country
of dissent against unjust wars.
“I. will never fear dissent. I will
never fear the antiwar movement,
in fact, I welcome it.”

Dave O’Brien of the Committee

for Non-Violent Action read from

Mark Twain’s description of war
fever a million years in the future
and noted that it had taken only
66 years for America to fit that
deseription. “We live in a violent
and sick society. Anyone with a
conscience has to act against this
culture, not to participate in mass
murder, in the killings . . .”
Sympathy for the family and
comrades of Leo Bernard was ex-
pressed by Russ Rothman of the
‘Progressive Labor Party. “Reac-
tion, by its nature, fells those in
the front rank of the fight for
humanity and their class,” he

noted. “Men are deprived and ex-
ploited and killed every day by
this system. All we can do is
struggle until this murderous sys-
tem is abolished.”

Lawrence Trainor of the SWP
said of the wvictims, “As John
Brown' said ‘Duty made me,” duty
made them . . .

“In the name of our martyred
comrade, we are inspired to build
and create a just world so that
his life and actions will not have
been spent in vain.”

Reverend Dana Klotzle, director
of the Unitarian-Universalist
Service Committee, said: “We are
meeting to commemorate not
death, but life. How much better
to have lived a life, however
brief, given to the struggle for
peace and justice than to have
lived three score years and ten
meaninglessly.

“The young militant in Detroit
died because he believed in life
and he believed in life for all
men everywhere.”

John Maher of SDS added: “Be-
cause Leo Bernard struggled and
because the Vietnamese fought
back, many people now under-
stand that the sickness that killed
Leo Bernard is killing hundreds in
Vietnam every day . . .

“Not all of us will live to see a
world without violence or injus-
tice, but I think that we will win.”

Elliot Kenin of the DuBois Clubs
said: “The last time I spoke here
about the attacks on the DuBois
Clubs, we all knew who might be
next, but we didnt know it would
be barbarism of this kind . . .

“The YSA and the DuBois Clubs
know, and the antiwar movement
must learn — we must learn from
the Palmer raids, the Smith Act
persecutions, the murder of the
Rosenbergs — the government and
the system are serious.”

Gus Horowitz spoke for the
YSA. “It is an acceptable thing,
a gentlemanly thing, an all-Amer-
ican thing to kill revolutionaries...
It was this atmosphere the three
victims rebelled against, and for
this they were shot down . .. The
best way to honor the memory of
Leo Bernard is to join in the
struggle he was waging.”

Robert Sanders of the Afro-
Americans Against the War in
Vietnam spoke last. “This system,
which' lives like a leech from the
blood of the poor ard needy, undid
Leo Bernard as it has many free-
dom fighters of the past. Any per-

son fighting for freedom, justice
and self-determination is termed
a ‘communist,” There is only one
thing we can do — unite to build
a society without hatred, against
injustice, without need — a so-
cialist society.” .
A collection was taken and the
audience responded generously.

By Suzanne Weiss

CHICAGO — On the platform
here at the memorial meeting for
Leo Bernard were Jack Spiegel,
chairman of the March 26 Ar-
rangements Committee which or-
ganized the Chicago International
Days of Protest;
from ACT; Jack Kling of the
Communist Party; Marilyn Levin,
YSA; Bob Woods, DuBois Clubs;
Clark Kissinger, SDS; and David
Weber of the Socialist Workers
Party. About 50 people, mostly
young, attended the meeting.

“It seems to me,” said Jack
Kling, “that Leo Bernard is the
victim of political hysteria in this
country. The hysteria is not only
directed against socialist-minded
people or communists or revolu-
tionists of other types, but directed

against anyone who is ready to

challenge or question the wrong
in this system .. . It is true that
sitting in this hall are people with
ideological differences. We don’t
see eye to eye on lots of questions
(and maybe it will take a long
time before we get close on many
questions), but I think life itself
is pointing the way to all of us
that on some questions we better
get together.”’

Jack Spiegel said: “We should

hold together against any attack .
Communist,

against a Socialist,
Socialist Worker, IWW . member
or anybody else who challenges

e system. If we can keep that
kind of tolerance without giving
up principles, and keep united and
fight together against our enemies,
there will be a great future, and
the death of Leo and the crippling
and wounding of the others will
not be in vain.”

Nahaz Rogers explained: “The
war in Vietnam is going on and
it is killing an awful lot of inno-
cent people, and it's killing them
not only in Vietnam, as you can
plainly see, It has killed a young
man in Detroit named Leo Bernard
whom I had the pleasure of meet-
ing when I was in Detroit last
year . . .”

The DuBois Clubs representa-

Nahaz Rogers

tive, Bob Woods, said: “Although
my views on how to deal with
current American realities prob-
ably differ somewhat from my
brother Leo Bernard, I still say
he is my brother and I think that
is the important development. I
think .Jeft unity is long overdue

. . If there is any way we can
help, if there is any way we can
mobilize our support, limited as
it is here, we are at your disposal.”

Clark Kissinger, former national
secretary of SDS, said, “You build
that monument [to Leo Bernard]
by going out and organizing a free
student union; you build that
monument by organizing a tenants
council in an inner city; you build
that monument by organizing an
antiwar -group; you build that
monument by organizing a polit-
ical party in Lowndes County. I
don’t think anybody expressed it
any better than Joe Hill did be-
fore he was killed, when he said,
‘Don’t mourn for me — organ-
IZE.’ ”

Speaking for the SWP, David
Weber pledged renewed efforts in
the struggle for a socialist Amer-
ica and socialist world, “where
every man and woman across this
planet can live in enduring peace
with complete freedom, with last-
ing security and equality for all.
That was Leo’s credo, and we re-
dedicate ourselves to it tonight in
this farewell to our comrade.”

A collection taken for the Emer-
gency Medical Fund resulted in
$67 for the victims. The meeting
closed with the singing of the In-
ternational.

By Hal Verb

BERKELEY—About 150 people
attended the memorial meeting
for Leo Bernard here on May 24.
The solidarity meeting was held
in Stiles Hall, near the Berkeley
campus, and was sponsored by
the Bay Area SWP and YSA, with
a broad spectrum of organizations
represented.

Robert Scheer, candidate for
U.S. Congress and foreign editor
of Ramparts magazine, said: “I
think tHe lesson of this is that if
we cannot hold fast . . . this so-
ciety will degenerate in a very'
violent and fast way . . . We're
really here to demonstrate our
common solidarity. We stand for
much more together than that
which divides us.”

A representative of the striking
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a Lesson in Solidarity for All

of the great hope which we have
today in that so many of you of
different persuasions are here in
the audience, so many of different
persuasions have already spoken
or sent messages.

To an extent which has not been
true in this country before, the
antiwar movement of today is a
movement of unity. It is certainly
a cheering thing that this should
be true here in New York, per-
haps in a greater degree than
anywhere else in the country,

Now, if we do not have an anti-
war movement which adheres to
the policy of non-exclusion insofar
as politics and religion, ideology
and other such considerations are
concerned, if we do not have a
soundly based antiwar movement,
then that will be the sign that
McCarthyism still exists in this
country and that there is great
danger that it will be revived.

It is in the dégree that we have
a united antiwar movement and
continue to struggle for it, work
in it and give whatever sacrifices
that may be needed for it, to that
degreée we shall be destroying Me-
Carthyism in this country.

I hope that this unity may be
achieved increasingly, not only

here in the United States, but in
the antiwar movement East and
West. Because that, I think, will
be the signal that we create not
only a warless but, basically, in
the old terminology, a classless
world in:which human beings shall
be human beings and live in fra-
ternity and in justice and in true
freedom with each other.

Pedro Juan Rua

[The following are excerpis
from the speech of Pedro Juan
Rua, representative of the Puerto
Rican Pro-Independence Move-
ment].

A week ago Leo Bernard, a re-
volutionary socialist, was brutally
murdered and two of his com-
rades critically wounded. Tonight
we meet to mourn his death.

The Vito Marcantonio Mission
of the Movement for Puerto Rican
Independence has given me the
responsibility to convey to you
our understanding of the signifi-
cance of this heinous action.

We are told that one Edward
Waniolek who shot the bullets that
killed Leo Bernard and wounded
Jan Garrett and Walter Graham

itry Salute Memor

Delano grape pickers, Robert Rita,
said that since the formation of
the Farm Workers Association,
people called them “reds” and
“communists.” He said: “Since the
strike began, people in Delano
have gotten interested in politics,
We didn’t get any help from the
Democratic Party. We got help
from ‘the left — people like the
Socialist Workers Party and we
know they are behind us.”

Lt. Henry Howe, U.S. officer
court-martialed for his participa-
tion in an antiwar demonstration,
stated: “As we have created a
war machine in Saigon against
the Vietnamese people, we have
developed a propaganda machine
in America against the people . ..
The result of this is that no one
is any longer permitted the luxu-
ry of non-involvement and un-
concern about what is going on.”

“They say it was a madman,”
said David Wellman of SDS, “that
killed Leo Bernard. I say it was
a mad society and the bullets were
not only aimed at communists, but
they were also aimed at dissent
in our society.”

Robert Himmel, a member of
the national committee of the
SWP, described his close associa-
tion with the slain Bernard. The
affair, he said, had been “a very
deep personal thing” to him.

“In this period,” Himmel said,
“when American imperialism has
reached the apex of its strength
and power, the rare individuals
who are ready to dedicate their
lives to the struggle for a better
world are not easily found. Their
places will be taken. But it will
be hard . . . )

“But while terror can some-
times slow down the progress of
humanity toward a socialist so-
ciety of freedom and brotherhood,
it cannot stop it . . . We will find
the forces. Today, one by one, to-
morrow by the tens of thousands,
forces will be found who will or-
ganize to topple this monstrous
system and put an end to terror
and oppression for all time.”

Other speakers at the meeting
were Stewart Albert of the Pro-
gressive Labor Party; Syd Staple-
ton, YSA; Paul Ivory, University
of California assistant professor of
economics; -Carl Shapiro of the
Marin County ACLU; Joel Geier,
Independent Socialist Club; Mar-
garet Lima, DuBeois Club and
Randy Rappaport of, the Vietnam
Day Committee,

By Derrick Morrison

DETROIT — On May 25 a com-
bined memorial meeting for Leo
Bernard and sympathy meeting
for Walter Graham and Jan Gar-
rett was held on the Wayne State
University campus. The previous
Friday, the Socialist Workers
Party and the Young Socialist
Alliance had held a memorial
meeting at Debs Hall.

The Wayne meeting, attended
by 50 students and faculty mem-
bers, was addressed by James
Lyons of the WSU Office of Reli-
gious Affairs; Professor Henry
Herrman, faculty sponsor of the
campus YSA; Professor David
Herreshoff of the English depart-
ment; Marilyn Levin, Detroit
chairman of the YSA and co-
chairman of the Wayne Commit-
tee to End the War in Vietnam;
and Father Walsh, chaplain for
Catholic students. 3

Alan  Lopez, treagurer of
WCEWYV, served as chairman and
opened the meeting by reading
messages from both Graham and
Garrett,

Professor Herrman, the first
speaker, said that students are
taking the lead in the struggle
for a better world for mankind.
He said that the faculty is apa-
thetic and hides behind an acade-
mic curtain which prevents them
from understanding what educa-
tion really is.

Marilyn Levin related how the
Negro struggle for equality and
the U.S. intervention in Vietnam
had figured so significantly in the
development of Bernard into a
revolutionary socialist. In work-
ing to put an end to the war in
Vietnam, he had run as con-
gressional candidate of the So-
cialist Workers Party in 1964 on
an antiwar platform; had helped
build the Students for a Democra-
tic Society March on Washington
in April of 1965; and had served
as treasurer of the Detroit Com-
mittee to End the War in Viet-
nam.

She pointed out that the mur-
der of Leo Bernard was not an
isolated act of terrorism, but was
linked with the bombings on the
West Coast and .the killings in
the South. And she raised a very
revealing question: Why was the
killer allowed to go free when the

- city administration knew in ad-

vance that he was out to “kill
communists”? Surely he would
not . have enjoyed such freedom

is to be prosecuted. That trial will
be just another whitewash as the
acts of police brutality against
Puerto Ricans in New York have
been whitewashed. Because in all
truth, it is more the Johnson's,
the McNamaras, the Rusks, the
Bundys, the Taylors and the rest
of the rulers of this country who
should stand trial for the murder
of Leo Bernard and receive the
highest penalty for it.

‘When Mr. Johnson and the U.S.
monopoly capitalists say the U.S.
must defend south Vietnam from
communist aggression, they gen-
erate a social atmosphere that
gives assistance and support to
those who openly commit crimi-
nal actions for the very purpose
of killing communists.

The U.S. ruling class, to be
sure, has murdered hundreds of
black Americans in Watts, Har-
lem and many other places. But
it has not dared in recent years
fo commit open violent repres-
sion for the openly declared pur-
pose of killing communists. That
purpose is only openly voiced in
south Vietnam, Santo Domingo,
socialist Cuba, and the Congo —
translating it into genocide and
mass murder, ~

of Leo

had it been known in advance that
he was out to murder city offi-
cials.

Professor Herreshoff read a
poem from Yeats about the Irish
rebels killed in the Easter Rebel-
lion of 1916, indicating that the
killing of the rebels did not stop
their ideas from spreading. He
also read his own poem memoria-
lizing Leo. He then called on the
audience to contribute to the
Emergency Medical Fund for Ber-
nard, Garrett and Graham, Pro-
fessor Herreshoff and Dr, Paul
Lowinger of the English depart-
ment are co-chairmen of the fund,

Father Walsh said that, while
at Wayne, he had learned from
his association with students and
faculty that revolutionaries are
human beings. He learned that in
order to change the status quo,
radicals have to endure isolation
and hatred by their 'fellow men.
He said that he will try to con-
tinue in the footsteps of those
who were shot down, and hoped
to remember their example in the
days ahead.

The last speaker, James Lyons,
commented on what the other
speakers had said and closed the
meeting with a moment of silence.

The memorial was sponsored by
the Wayne Christian Fellowship,
Young Democrats, Friends of
SNCC, Foreign Affairs Club,
W. E. B. DuBois Club, SDS,
WCEWYV and YSA.

By Barbara Gregorich

CLEVELAND A memorial
meeting for Leo Bernard was held
here at Eugene V. Debs Hall on
May 26. It was attended by more
than 60 people, representing Cleve-
land’s academic community, civil
rights groups, and antiwar and
radical movements.

Paul Lodico, representing the
Young Socialist Alliance, spoke
first and described Leo’s life. He
told of Leo’s interest in biology
and of his development as a so-
cialist. -

Max Schoenfield of the Social-
ist Party said his party wanted to
protest not only the shooting of
an individual, but all forms of
harassment against people who
hold unpopular ideas. He said that
the purpose of the “Subversive
Squad” in Cleveland was to in-

And the weapons itself, through
its puppets throughout the world,
serve to assassinate hundreds and
thousands in Indonesia, Ghana,
Columbia, Guatemala, Venezuela
and many other countries.

But as U.S. imperialism re-
ceives more and more defeats in
those countries — as it will —
and as the mounting opposition
to its policies develop in this coun-
try, the wave of international vio-
lence and repression it has un-
leashed will find its expression
right here at the national level,
right here in the entrails of the
monster as Cuban revolutionary
José Marti said in 1892,

But this understanding that at
some moment violence and open
repression will be manifest in this
country should not serve the ar-
guments of those liberal sectors
in this country who ‘would like
to conciliate the ruling class so
that it would supposedly take a
milder stand toward them. When
imperialist violence is openly un-
leashed in this .country it will
touch not only the socialists and
the revolutionaries, but will also
reach liberals and social demo-
crats of all sorts, as in fascist
Germany where first the commu-

Bernard

timidate people — ‘to keep them
from preseniing ideas that run
counter to those of the adminis-
tration. Schoenfield declared that
all groups must come to the aid
of the victims and protest the
slaying, for although the Socialist
Workers Party was the group at-
tacked this time, the Socialist Par-
ty or other groups might be at-
tacked next.

Dr. Sidney Peck from the So-
ciology Department of Western
Reserve University said: “Leo
Bernard in his life was a stranger
to me and remains a stranger to
me in death. And yet I feel I have
seen himg heard him, met him,
That is because I know, appreciate
and love the dedicated young peo-
ple in Cleveland who speak out
unafraid on the issues of the day.”

Phil Bart, who represented the
Communist Party, said that the
murder was a symbol of the reac-
tionary period we were living in.
The greatest terror, however, she
declared, remains in the South and
is carried on by kinfolk of the
Northern terrorists. The murders
in the South are allowed to go
free, This murderer must not, he
said. It is necessary to fight both

“the murderers and those who
produce them, he concluded.

Arthur Evans, chairman of the
United Freedom Movement, said
that the murder of Leo Bernard
is symbolic of the inhuman so-
ciety in which we live — a so-
ciety which denies human rights
to people with black skins. Black
people are aware that they are
not free, he said, but white stu-
dents are not free either, and are
just beginning to become aware of
it.

Danny Rosenshine, chairman of
the Cleveland Committee to End
the War in Vietnam, spoke as a
personal friend of Leo Bernard.
He explained that one best honors
Leo by building a movement that
will end the war and save mil-
lions of Asians and Americans
from meeting the same fate as
Leo.

The final speaker was Herman
Kirsch, state chairman of the So-
cialist Workers Party. He pointed
out that Leo’s assassination was a
political one. He raised the gues-
tion: If Waniolek, the murderer,
had made a statement that he
wanted to kill bankers and police-
men, instead of communists, would
he have been allowed to roam
free?

of Us”

Pedro Juan Rua

nists, then the socialists and final-
ly the social democrats were wiped
out. 3

Also, those who let themsélves
be intimidated -and try to con-
ciliate on behalf of selfish inter-
ests and in neglect of the interests
of our fighting brothers through-
out the world do not deserve to
fight side by side with us.

The understanding that at some
moment imperialist violence will
be openly unleashed this country
should, instead, promote and sti-
mulate stronger solidarity within
the left wing -at this level and
promote a policy of mutual self-
defense.

The struggling masses of the
world do have differences at some
levels on their policies. But this&
was no obstacle to their meeting
in revolutionary Cuba at a tri-
continental conference and for
their establishing a joint policy
of solidarity against imperialist
violence. That lesson of Asia, Af-
rica and Latin America must
reach the American people,

As for us, the Movement for
Puerto Rican Independence, the
only demand that we make to par-
ticipate with all earnestness, effort-
and militaney in such a policy of
mutual self-defense is that.North
American organizations should
support sincerely our struggle for
independence and national libera-
tion.

The death of Leo Bernard,
whose memory we honor tonight,
has been a lesson in solidarity for
all of us and the memory of his
sacrifice shall assist us to streng-
then our revolutionary conviction
and our determination to destroy
once and forever the structure of
American monopoly capitalism,
the number one enemy of the
whole of mankind.

Clark | Foreman

[The following is the text of
the speech by Clark Foreman, di-
rector of the Emergency Civil
Liberties Committee.]

Out of the tragedy of Detroit
what can those of us who have not
yvet been assassinated, as William
Worthy said we might be, learn
at this time to do. I think, with
those who have spoken ahead of
me, that it is most heartening to
see the unity of the forces of the
left which have come together Hére
tonight to pay fribute, but also
to announce to the world that théy
are going to work in harmony, at
least in self-defense, as the gen-
tleman from Puerto Rico has said.

This is the minimum basis of
mutual aid which we can give
each other, and it is absolutely
necessary for it to be said over
and over. again: We will stand
together and no matter how many
other such raids are happening,
the only way to face the future is
in unity with determination to
win the fight for the people.

A
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Messages About Detroit Killing

Message from Bertrand Russell

[Bertrand Russell, famed British philosopher and antiwar
fighter, sent the following message to the New York memorial
meeting for Leo Bernard.]

The murder of Leo Bernard is but a reflection of the brutal—
ized values engendered in the United States by the pursuit of
policies of exploitation, domination and atrocity in the world
at large. This cruelty cannot be separated from the violence
and murder inflicted upon courageous Americans who have,
dedicated their lives to opposing that system of exploitation
which now rules in the United States.

Leo Bernard was one of those who struggled for decency
and justice in America. It was precisely because of this that
he was murdered. His murder is a blight on the United -States,
and his life must inspire us to carry on his struggle until those
ruling the United States and the system they represent are
finally removed from American life. )

7

seeing its madmen, because it does

From Betty Shabazz

[Betty Shabazz, the widow of
Malcolm X, had intended to speak
at the New York memorial meet-
ing for Leo Bernard, but was un-
able to be there, She sent the fol-
lowing niessage on behalf of her-
self and her six daughters.]

Death creates and leaves such a
deep silence. Only time can coat
the hurt that is harbored in the
hearts of Leo Bernard’s family.
All individuals are endowed with
certain responsibilities, rights and
obligations to their fellow beings,
regardless of their ethnic group,
religious or political affiliations.
One can see that there is much
work to be done. Deepest sym-
pathy.

From Murray

Kempton

[Columnist Murray Kempton,
who was unable to speak as sched-
uled at the New York memorial
meeting for Leo Bernard, sent the
following statement.]

I am more sorry than I can say
that I cannot come to tonight’s
memorial meeting for Leo Ber-
nard. It seems to me to have been
a duty made impossible by circum-
stance, not because what one in-
dividual says makes a difference
but because, in the ancient phrase,

it is a duty for all of us to stand .

in solidarity with the wvictims of
political madness,

Leo Bernard’s assassin, if he was
his assassin, seems probably to
have been deranged. But madness
does not operate in isolation; its
victims pick their victims from the
suggestion in the air about them;
their acts very often are the logical
consequence of what good society
wants them to believe and is then
shocked and distressed when they
act on that belief,

Good society does not enjoy

not enjoy the spectacle of what it
itself produces. Even South Africa
would not accept Edward Wanio-
lek as a citizen, because his hatred
of the Negro seemed unbalanced
even though it differed from that
government'’s official hatred only
in the crudity of its expression
and the absolute logic of its com-
mitment,

Poor Waniolek, if the police are
telling the truth about him,
caught every germ of violence,
commercial or political, that was
in the air about him, It is an
American air; he is as much our
victim as he would have been if
he had been tubercular and had
coughed to death in our industrial
smog.

He told his Wlfe “I'm going to
kill some communists.” Is that not
the instruction of the young men
who stand beside parades protest-
ing the war in Vietnam and whose
banners proclaim: “Kill A Com-
mie for Christ”? His own instruc-
tion to Bernard was ‘“Line up
against the wall.” That is an echo
of the gangster hero. All the peo-
ple who live by talk about violence
can rightly protest that they did
not mean it this way; it is only
entertainment.

But what is vicarious to so many
Americans was real to Edward
Waniolek as it was to the mur-
derers of Malcolm X and of Mickey
Schwerner. We live in a society
which indulges the entertainment
of being mad in public rhetoric
and violent in official conduct; and
it expects to enjoy peace and com-
fort under the illusion that every
citizen can be trusted to remain
sane.

Leo Bernard was in great meas—
ure the victim of an infected cli-
mate, Its share of the guilt cannot
be denied until it is possible to
tell the difference between the
crime of Edward Waniolek and
thg noble deeds of the heroes of a

Message from Isaac Deutscher

[The following message was sent to the New York memorial
.meeting for Leo Bernard by Isaac Deutscher, the distinguished
.| historian and biographer of Stalin and Trotsky.]

" The man who on May 16 appeared at the Detroit head-

quarters of the Socialist Workers Party and with the cry, “You
are all Communists,” fired at Leo Bernard, Walter Graham and
Jan Garrett — that man may have been an unbalanced in-
dividual, but he expitomizes a prevalent political lunacy. His
mind has been unbalanced by the intense and long-lasting,
official and unofficial, anti-communist indoctrination.

He is a kind of a poor cousin, or a poor nephew, of the
late James Forrestal, except that he murdered instead of com-
mitting suicide. He was fighting his own little war against
the “Vietcong” of Detroit. That is how he must have seen his
deed.

The frlghtemng part of it is that the assassin is a poor
man, a taxicab driver. In this respect, too, he epitomizes some-
thing larger than himself, namely the disorientation of poor
people, of workers who cannot tell foe from friend, who act
in such an absent-minded and murderous way against thelr own
class interests in various fields.

There is only one way to properly commemorate your
‘fallen comrade, Leo Bernard. You must do all you can in order
to open the eyes of America’s poor people and workers to their
real interests, their class interests, to destroy the social condi-
‘tions and the political atmosphere that breed the murderous
anti-communist maniae,

comic strip called “The Green
Berets.”

And our duty to the memory of
Leo Bernard is to unite as edm-
rades for an America from which

that infection has been purged.

From Elizabeth
Sutherland

[Elizabeth Sutherland, chairman
of New York SNCC, was a sched-
uled speaker at the New York
memorial meeting for Leo Ber-
nard, Unable to attend because of
SNCC business, she sent the fol-
lowing statement.]

In the South, Negroes and white
civil rights workers have been
murdered because the racist atti-
tude of not only the South, but
the whole nation, has permitted
and even encouraged such acts of
violence. Leo Bernard was a vic-
tim in the same way. He was killed
not by some madman, but by the
whole society,

It is vitally important not to
think of these murders as freaks
or as far-out exceptions to the
national attitude. The murderers
are the administration, -the mass
comunications system when it per-
petrates administration policy and
the American people who find it
comfortable to think — or not to
think — as that administration
tells them. !

President Johnson must bear a
large measure of responsibility for
Leo Bernard’s death by attacking
the “Nervous Nellies” and creating
an image of dissent as being un-
patriotic. But even if he were to
defend the right of dissent, little
would be changed. .

For those words would have no
more meaning than Johnson’s re-
cent expression of repugnance
about racial oppression in Rhode-
sia and other parts of Africa. The
fact is that President Johnson can
make such a statement, but he will
do nothing about the heavy Ameri-
can investments supporting the
economy of South Africa. The fact

- is that we are up against an enemy

which can talk out of both sides
of its mouth. We must recognize
exactly what the nature of that
enemy is and muster our united
strength against it,

The murderer of Leo Bernard is
the same creature which encour-
ages murder in Mississippi, which
keeps the poor from controlling
the anti-poverty programs, which
sustains discontent in Watts, which
sends troops to the Dominican Re-
public and Vietnam,

That creature is the octopus of
international racist capitalism with
the U.S. at its head. The tentacles
of that octopus must be broken
one by one. .

From Mexico

[From the Marxist Workers
League, Mexican section of the
Fourth International.]

The political assassination of
Comrade Leo Bernard and the
grave wounds' inflicted on Com-
rades Jan Garrett and Walter
Graham on May 16 in Detroit, re-
flect the 1level that has been
reached in the pseudo-patriotic,
Jbro-war hysteria of the dominant
class in the United States against
all those who, in ever-gréwing
numbers, oppose the criminal war
against the people of Vietnam.,

Among the first North Ameri-
cans to oppose the dirty war un-

" leashed on Vietnam by Yankee

imperialism were the comrades of
the SWP and the YSA, and they
have remained in the vanguard of
this fight, which inexorably ad-

.vances in the very center of im-

perialism itself.

Comrade Leo Bernard fought
for a free and socialist America,
for a socialist world. We pro-
foundly feel the tragedy of his
death at a mere 27 years of age.
He will be a martyr not only to
the North American' working peo-
ple, but to all the exploited of the
world.

The example of Comrades Ber-

Message from Herbert Aptheker

[The following statement was sent to the New York memo-
rial meeting for Leo Bernard by Herbert Aptheker, director of
the American Institute for Marxist Studies and a prominent
spokesman for the Communist Party.]

The assassination of Leo Bernard, a leader of the Socialist
Workers Party, was the product of the psychotic anti-Com-
munist line that has dominated United States foreign policy
since the end of World War II, Such a Hitlerian policy even-
tuated in that war and the slaughter of scores of millions of
people; its reincarnation here produces such atrocities as the
Vietnam war and the murder of young Bernard.

. Differences are minute in the face of the overwhelming
agreements that should bind together all opponents of the
ultra-right and imperialist aggression. May the martyrdom of
Bernard help those who live to put aside their squabbles and
antagonism, and struggle the more selflessly, the more effec-
tively and the more vigorously in behalf of those purposes
dear to Leo Bernard: an end to racism, colonialism and war;

the coming of fraternity, equality, peace and socialism.

nard, Garrett and Graham will
make us struggle even more firm-
ly in our own fight for a free and
socialist Mexico.

To you, and the friends of Com-
rade Bernard, we reiterate out
heartfelt condolences. And to Com-
rades Garrett and Graham, we
wish a rapid recovery,

From David Horowitz

[David Horowitz is author of the
book, The Free-World Colossus,
and is active in the British anti-
war movement.] A

‘We have all been deeply shocked
by the brutal murder of Leo Ber-
nard and the wounding of his
comrades Jan Garrett and Walter
Graham. We are conscious here in
Europe how much we owe these
young fighters for socialism and
peace; how much of our future,
of the world’s future, depends on
them, on their courage and their
strength. Leo Bernard was struck
down in the front line. You are
all in the front line. You all stand
face to face with the most destruc-
tive and in many ways the most
sick society on earth. The savage
and demented violence which
killed Leo Bernard is the same
savage and demented violence
which is killing Vietnam; the same
savage and demented violence
which threatens us all.

On you and your struggle, on
the struggle which Leo Bernard
left unfinished, depends not only
the healing of a diseased America,
but the health of a torn and bleed-
ing world. May your sorrow steel
you to return to the struggle, not
to be intimidated, but to strive
even as Leo Bernard strove to
redeem the promise of a be’ster
future for mankind.

From Irving Howe
[Irving Howe is a professor at

Hunter College, a literary ecritic

and editor of Dissent magazine.]

I was deeply shocked and sad-
dened by the murder of Leo Ber-
nard. If we create an atmosphere

The threats against the peace
movement began with heckling,
then paint-smearing, then beat-
ings and bombings and now the
taki of human life. One of us
has fallen; we must all work even
harder to make up for the wvoid.
Let us also mourn for Edward
Waniolek whose - poor demented
mind was further poisoned by
Johnson’s rotten society.

From Carl and

Anne Braden

[Carl and Anne Braden are co-
directors of the Southern Confer-
ence Educatipnal Fund ,a South-
wide civil rights group.]

The House Un-American Activi-
ties Committee and similar agen-
cies are largely responsible for the
anti-communist fanaticism that
resulted in the tragic death of Leo
Bernard. Let us intensify our ef-
forts to clear the air of this foul-
ness, lest we have a repetition of
Germany under Hitler.

From Willard Uphaus

[Willard Uphaus is executive di-
rector of World Fellowship, Inec.,
and is a veteran of the fight for
peace and civil liberties.]

I wish to raise my voice with
all those who attend and speak at
the memorial meeting for Leo Ber-
nard in New York this Friday.
The tragic death of this gallant
young fighter for peace dramatizes
the dangerous drift toward wvio-
lence heaped on those who dissent
from the inhuman and 111egal in-
tervention of our country in Viet-
nam,

Our country’s madness cannot
help but increase the number of
disordered minds that turn to
violence. We shall keep the final
sacrifice of Leo Bernard before all
those who come to our peace cen-
ter this summer. We will try to
deepen the determination of all to
rid this country of the spirit of the
witchhunt and to strengthen their
efforts for peace and freedom,

. an’ accepted part of political' life,

in this country in which violence
becomes the norm, and the bomb-
ing of helpless people with napalm

WATTS
HARLEM

The Rising Revolt
In the Black Ghettos

by Robert Vernon
and George Novack

then the kind of insane killing of
which your young comrade was
the wvictim is certain to be en-
couraged. I wish to express my
fraternal sympathy with Leo Ber-
nard’s family and friends, and my
intense anger that such things can
happen in this country,

From Hal Levin

[A faculty member at Brooklyn
College, Hal Levin is an inde-
pendent nominee for Congress on
a program of opposition to the
Vietnam war.] ‘

Leo Bernard was murdered by
the ruling establishment. A gov-
ernment whose official ideology is
“anti,” and whose foreign policy
is genocide, cannot help but en-
courage hate and violence at home,

25¢
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TLottors From Our Readers

[This column is an open forum
for all viewpoints on subjects of
general interest to our readers.
Please keep your letters brief,
Where necessary they will be
abridged. Writers’ initials will be
used, names being withheld unless
authorization is given for use.]

Urgent Need for Solidarity

. Waltham, Mass.

As you can see, I have enclosed
a subscription blank for The Mili-
tant, but I am writing this letter
in addition because I have to say
something about the tragic mur-
der of Leo Bernard. Incidents like
this and like the bombings on the
West Coast must — if we want to

10 Years Ago
In The Militant

HOW CP MEMBERS REACT
TO END OF STALIN CULT —
About two and a half months ago
the U.S. Communist Party began

UL LTI

reports and discussions on the 20th

Congress of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union, The pattern

of the meetings throughout the

country, according to Militant cor-
respondents present, have been in-
variably the same , . .

The overwhelming number of
questions and speeches — where
these were allowed from the floor
— concerned themselves with the
Stalin question,

“Why did the Soviet leaders
wait three years before disclos-
ing Stalin’s dictatorial rule?”

“What were Khrushchev, Bul-
ganin and the others doing while
Stalin was building his dictator-
ship? Weren’t they hand in glove
with him and aren’t they now just
passing the buck? Why don’t they
explain their own role?” — June
4, 1956,

20 Years Ago -

3,000 COs STILL HELD IN
CONCENTRATION CAMPS —
Ten months after the end of hos-
tilities in the second imperialist
world war, 3,000 conscientious
objectors are still held in prisons
and concentration camps through-
out the United States. They are
subjected to the vilest treatment,

forced to perform hard labor for

long hours, fed terrible and insuf-
ficient food.

So unbearable are their condi-
tions that conscientious objectors
are on strike at “work camps” in
Glendora, California, and Big
Flats, New York, while at Sand-
‘stone federal prison in Minnesota,
five men have resorted to the ex-
treme protest of hunger strikes . ..

One of the leaders of the Sand-
stone strikers, 22-year-old Richard
Alan Zumwinkle, is serving a
three-year term after refusing to
report to a conscientious objectors
work camp.

These work camps are in reality
concentration camps with a refine-
ment that only “dollar democracy”
could concoct: men who elect to
go to such camps rather than to
prison, must pay out of their own
pockets $35 monthly for “board!”
They are compelled to work 51
hours a week without compensa-
tion, may be forced to do addi-
tional work in their “spare time”
and are permitted to leave the
camps only with .the permission of
camp commanders:

“The atrocities comrnitied against
conscientious objectors, which are
driving men to suicide, are part of
a calculated program of American
imperialism. Wall Street is ‘de-
termined to terrorize and sub-
jugate all who for any reason
whatever oppose its plans for war
and world domination. — June 8,
1946,

salvage even the smallest drop of
good from the personal fear and
collective sorrow they immerse us
in — serve to unite the Movement
more firmly in,its fight to free-
dom and justice.

Intimidation will not stop us. I
have only to examine my own
conscience and the faces of my
fellow activists to know that, but
I fervently wish that our feelings
of solidarity could outlast the dura-
tion of our sadness and shock.
There is all too much internal
feuding in “normal” times — an
atrocity like the present one makes
me realize that. Our philosophical
differences are important, but not
new, Now we must close ranks
immediately and in earnest.

As a human being and a social-
ist, I extend my sympathy to the
family of Leo Bernard and to Jan
Garrett and Walter Graham. I do
not agree with you ideologically
on many points; I will probably
never be a member of your or-
ganization, But our basic values
are identical. I applaud your
courage and your sincerity, and I
pledge my comradeship to our
common struggle,

In solidarity and hope,

S.S.

Shocked and Angered
Chicago, Il

I want to express my shock and
sense of anger at the recent mur-
der committed at the SWP branch
in Detroit. The U.S. ruling class
is just as responsible for this foul
crime as for what its saner hench-
men are doing around the world
from Bolivia to Vietnam.

It is the fanatic campaign of
anti-communism carried on inten-
sively by the press and all other
media which motivated the killer.
A deranged person failed to distin-
guish what is sanctioned and re-
warded abroad from what the rul-
ing class wishes done at. present
on the domestic front.

The real criminals will escape
for the moment, but this is one

- more act which will neither be

forgotten « nor forgiven by the
workers of America,
Robert Potier

Black Panther Report

Hayneville, Ala.

This is a report on the mass
meeting May 3, 1966, Lowndes
County, Hayneville, Alabama. This
mass meeting of the Lowndes
County, Hayneville, Alabama. This
held at the First Baptist Church,
3 to 5 o’clock, The purpose of this
meeting was to nominate our own
candidates for county offices.
There was prayer by Rev. Oscar
Scott, then we went in to cast
ballots.

We used cardboard boxes for
ballot boxes, and homemade wood
tables to write on—each candidate
had his own box with the name
of the office he or she was run-
ning for on them. Each candidate

had poll watchers
counters. There was a group to
check Voting Certificates, a group
to assist the aged and handi-
capped; these were seated inside
the Church.

All people who went to the
Democratic or Republican prima-
ries could not take part in our
nomination. There were between
800 and 900 people there, Every-
thing went on orderly.

Mrs. Alice L. Moore
Secretary

Lowndes County Freedom
Organization

Coverage of Castro Speech
Safety Harbor, Fla.

I think your page in your issue
of April 16 covering important
phases of Fidel’s May Day speech
cannot be praised too highly, I
admire your temperate treatment

,of the Prime Minister’s misuse of

the original slogan, “from each ac-
cording to his abilities, to each ac-
cording to his needs,” and the skill-
ful manner in which you have
cited the authorities to prove the
point that the original declaration
was twisted by Stalin into some-
thing quite foreign to the thought
of the founders of socialism.

I hope you have sent a copy of
this issue to Havana so that Fidel
can see that his own charming
disclaimer of expertise is matched
by your own fairness, and that
the Fourth International truly does

‘not wear horns and a tail.

and ballot -

Thought for the Week

“Fear of Cuba and Communism corrupts American thinking on
Latin America. It is expressed with a virulence and a wildness almost:
unknown in time of peace. A. respected’ senator can talk on te ¥
about the danger of Cuba invading and conguering Florida, The polit-:
icians of both parties call Cuba ‘e dagger pointing at the heart of the
United States’ The metaphor is neither apposite nor original. It was
Goebbels who said that ‘Czechoslovakia is a dagger pointed at the heart

of Germany.””
zine,

But this is a digression. What
I meant to praise was the educa-
tive value of this two-page spread
which I doubt your readers could
find anywhere unless they had
the patience to search the litera-
ture. By making the theory fit the
current events, you lend both a
vividness that makes learning a
delight — as it should be. Please
send me a half dozen more copies
to distribute among my friends.
Dr. Bernard Raymund

Other Side
Springville, Calif.

Please eéxtend our subscription
with the enclosed money.

We have been living in a very
small mountain town (village)
where our contact with news is
limited to Hearst papers. It is a
breath of fresh air to read The
Militant here and learn another
side of the story.

I feel an article on the grape
strike near here in Delano would
certainly help the strikers as waell
as those who are misinformed

— Richard West in the May 29 New York Times Maga=:

about it. It is a very important
strike — both the Agricultural
Workers Organizing Committee
and National Farm Workers Asso=
ciation will, hopefully, start other
agricultural workers elsewhere,

J. and B.A,

Recommended Reading
Los Angeles, Calif,
I urge every reader, young and
old, to get himself a copy of this

most important book — The Invi=

sible Government, It comes in a
paperback published by Bantam
and sells for 95 cents. !
You can’t really understand the
world you are living in today until

you have read this book.
pe F.B.

We're Mortified
New York, N. Y.
In your issue of May 23 you.in~-.
clude what you say is a photo of
Paul Booth of SDS. The picture
is actually of Paul Potter.
H.C.

.

It Was Reported in the Press

Precise Thinker — Mrs. Merri-
weather Post, heiress to the Post
Toasties millions, is very precise
and thinks of everything, reports
the New York Times. “When she
gives a party, guests eat from
plates once belonging to the Rus-
sian Imperial family at a dining
table set with utmost perfection.
Butlers spend all day centering
the table, using a ceiling spotlight
and yardsticks to make sure the
tablecloth hangs exactly the same
on all sides, and that each dinner
plate is exactly 16 mches from the
next.”

‘What Price Private Medicine? —
Dr. James Goddard, head of the
federal Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, charged that a third of the
nation’s major prescription drug
manufacturers had violated federal
regulations governing false and
misleading advertising last' year.
He said this was an improvement
over 1964,

Volunteers for Brit-Cong? — A
letter to the Nottingham, England,
Evening Post and News suggests:
“In the event of Great Britain be-
coming the' fifty-first member of
the United States of America . . .
I should like to invite all those

Take Part in MORTON SOBELL FREEDOM WEEK! |
Sobell has only one life . . . Act NOW!

MEMORIAL MEETING
13th Anniversary of the Rosenberg Execution .

FRIDAY, JUNE 17th, 7 P.M.

Hotel Sheraton-Atlantic:
Broadway at 34th Street

WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER, speaker
HELEN SOBELL and ROSE SOBELL, guests of honor
THE PENNY WHISTLERS, entertainers

TRUTH EXHIBIT
See dramatic exhibit of explosive new evidence
now before the court in Sobell’s fight for freedom
from5 to 7P.M.

No Admission Charge
SOBELL COMMITTEE, 150 Fifth Avenue, NYC Phone: 243-6030

interested in forming an English
branch of the Viet' Cong some-
where deep in the Sherwood Fo-
rest to get in touch with me.”

Famous House — SNCC spokes-
man Julian Bond, who wag twice
elected to the Georgia House of
Representatives and denied his
place because of his criticism of
the Vietnam war, has written a
book, The title is The Georgia
House Is Not a Home.

A Home Away from Home — A
Defense Department survey estab-
lished that housing standards for
enlisted men were barely above
those set by the government for
convicts.

A Steal — Maria Ford, Italian-
born wife of Henry Ford II,
doesn’t believe in spending a lot
of money on clothes and loves
American bargains. She says:
“When I am in St. Moritz this
winter, everybody asks me where
I get what I wear and I always
say Hudson’s, Detroit. I get 20
percent discount there ... I put

this nice thing on. It costs $200.
Everybody says, where did you
get it?”

Hilton No Hit — Parisians are
taking a dim view of the new
Hilton Hotel in their midst. The
magazine Arts et Loisirs described |
the flashy hostelry as ‘“eleven
stories of banality.” The magazine
was also wunimpressed by the
opulence. Noting that beef and lob- -
sters would be flown in from the
U.S,, it commented that with this,
“the 'poor American millionaire
lost in Paris will be reassured,
and his profound anguish of miss-
ing momma will be appeased.”

Hip Style — Pierre Cardin, a
high-powered French fashion de-
signer, is planning to move in on
the American market with shaped
men’s suits. “I do not like what
English tailors do to trousers,” he .
declared. “They are very haut and
too much material down in back,
My fashion is elegant and sexy

for men.”
—Harry Ring

[T
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NEW YORK DEMONSTRATION against napalm. “Napalm sticks
to anything — just like Saran Wrap,” said Mrs. Denzil Longton,
from Citizens Against Napalm at their May 28 picket line at the
Pow Chemical Corp. in Rockefeller Center. Dow is the nation’s
supplier of Saran Wrap — and is also a manufacturer of napalm,
the jellied gasoline being used against the people of Vietnam. At
one point during the militant demonstration, a woman was at-
tacked by a right-winger often seen around antiwar actions. He
wore a large button reading “Support Rhodesian Independence.”
When the demonstrators asked the police, who were right there,
to arrest the man, they were told “to stop causing a disturbance
and get back in line.” The newly-formed protest committee has
been getting a good response, Mrs. Longton said, from housewives
across the nation. She hopes that other similar groups will be
formed in other cities: The group plans to publish a pamphlet on

the use of napalm,

Berkeley VDC Holds
_Anniversclry Meeting

By Hal Verb

BERKELEY, May 21 — Over
1,000 students and faculty mem-
bers turned out here today at a
rally commemorating the first an-
niversary of the Berkeley Vietnam
Day Committee. The rally was ad-
dressed by fifteen speakers, in-
cluding two former U.S, officers
who oppose the war in Vietnam.

John Hewlett, the chairman of
the newly formed Black Panther
party of Lowndes County, Ala-
bama, was among the speakers,
and Isaac Deutscher, the biog-
rapher of Stalin and Trotsky, gave
the final speech.

The two officers were Lt Henry
Howe, a young army officer who
was court martialed for joining an
antiwar demonstration, and Don
Duncan, the former master ser-

. geant of the “Green Berets” who
quit after serving in Vietnam.
Duncan asked the Berkeley au-
dience, “Who loses more, the tor-
tured or the torturer? The mili-
tary of this country is torturing
another country and another peo-
ple.”

And Duncan added, “We have
to get out of Vietnam and we
have to get out fast!”

John Hewlett began his talk by
congratulating the VDC for the
stand it is taking against the war
in Vietnam, Then he discussed the
history of the Black Panther party
and why it was formed. The most
important lesson the = Lowndes
‘County people began with when
they set out on a political course
to change their situation, Hewlett

-

U.S. Casualties
Hit New Peak

U.S. casualties for the
week ending May 21 were
the highest in the course of
the war, showing that heavy
fighting is going on even
' though there has been prac-
tically no coverage of it in
the news. There were 146
dead and 820 wounded. That
brought the total GI combat
deaths to 3,466 since Jan-
uary, 1961.

emphasized, was breaking with
the Democratic Party.

Peter Camejo, a member of the
VDC steering committee, read the
VDC’s Declaration of Berkeley:
“We solemnly pledge to the Viet-
namese people,” the Declaration
begins, “who at this very moment
face mutilation and death by the
edict of President Lyndon Baines
Johnson, that we shall continue
our efforts to halt this war.”

The Declaration then charges
that the U.S. government is guilty
of violating its own Constitution,
the UN Charter, the Geneva ac-
cords and ‘“the*very concept of in-
ternational law.”

“No nation or group of nations,”
the Declaration states, “has any
right whatsoever to deny or
abridge the right to self-determina-
tion of the people of Vietnam.”
And the Declaration concludes,
“Be it finally resolved, that there
can be no just and honorable solu-
tion to the war in Vietnam other
than the immediate and uncondi-
tional withdrawal of all American
troops.”

Moral Strength

Isaac Deutscher’s analysis of
the Vietnam war and its impact
on the rest of the world was
closely followed by the VDC au-
dience. His theme was to ques-
tion how it was possible that the
greatest capitalist nation in the
world could not destroy the guer-
rillas of a small, pre-industrialist
nation,

“What is demonstrated,” Deut-
scher stated, “is the inherent,
almost  inexhaustible moral
strength of a tiny nation . . . in
revolution.”

Other speakers at the rally in-
cluded Paul Sweezy, editor of
Monthly Review; Franz Schur-
mann, director of the Center for
Asia Studies at Berkeley; Vincent
Hallinan, the attorney; Ken Mills,
a Stanford University instructor;
Sidney Rogers, a radio commenta-
tor; Dave Dellinger, editor of
Liberation; Robert Scheer, an edi-
tor of Ramparts; Hal Draper, the

+ writer; Norman Potter of the Stu-

dents for a Democratic Society;
Bruce Rappaport of the VDC; and
Frank Bardacke; a Berkeley grad-
uate student.

DuBois Member
Is Convicted in

Brooklyn Court

NEW YORK — The government
continues to press its harassment
of the W.E.B. DuBois Clubs. On
May 25, Eric Eisenberg, a leader
of the youth group here, was con-
victed of “interfering with the ar-
rest” of another DuBois member.
He faces a maximum sentence of
one year in jail and $500 fine.
Sentencing will be on July 7.

Eisenberg's “crime” took place
on March 5, when a group of
hoodlums, aided by the police, at-
tacked a DuBois Club press con-
ference at their Brooklyn head-
guarters,

The press conference had been
called to protest the action of At-
torney General Katzenbach a day
earlier in announcing he was pe-
titioning the Subversive Activities
Control Board to have the Du-

Bois Clubs registered as a “Com-"

munist front.”

Taking Katzenbach’s witchhunt
as a go-ahead signal, a gang of
hoodlums attacked the DuBois
Club members with eggs, cans and
other objects as they left their
headguarters.

Several policemen arrived, but
instead of aiding the DuBois mem-

" bers under attack, they grabbed

four who had made it to their
car and threw them into police
squad cars.

Larry Jarvis, whom the police
arrested, related at a subsequent
press conference how “the cops
stood arodund and laughed while
we were beaten.” He said one cop
yelled at him, “Dirty rotten Com-
mie bastard, come out.”

Eric Eisenberg said the ‘“police
held my arms while people hit
me,” and a cop “cursed me and
hit me with a billy.” The police
then arrested — not the hoodlum
attackers, but six members of the
DuBois Clubs, including Eisen-
berg.

The next day, also as a direct re-
sult of Katzenbach's witchhunt,
the DuBois Club headquarters in
San Francisco was bombed.

Paul Chevigny, of the New York
Civil Liberties Union, served as
Eisenberg’s attorney in the trial.
He said that an appeal is being
considered.

Socialist Parley
In Canada Hits
Detroit Killing

TORONTO, Canada — The first
session of a delegated conference
of the Québec Ligue Socialiste Ou-
vriére (Socialist Workers League)
and the League for Socialist Ac-
tion was- opened here over the
holiday weekend with a tribute to
the first martyr of the U.S, anti-
war movement — Leo Bernard.

Ross Dowson, editor of the
Workers Vanguard, opened the
conference with a strong declara-
tion of solidarity with the Socialist
Workers Party — the party which
Bernard had represented in the
1964 Congressional elections, and
in whose Detroit headquarters he
died at the hands of an.,ultra-
reactionary.

It was no accident that this as-
sassination took place, Dowson
stated. For the rulers of America
are justifying, even glorifying, the
most bestial acts against an entire
people in their murderous war in
Vietnam. And it is no accident
that the first victim was an active
participant in the work of the
SWP, which is in the forefront of
the struggle to force Washington
to withdraw its troops.

. The speaker expressed the con-
viction of the delegates that the
SWP and the entire U.S. antiwar
movement will not falter in their
efforts, but will pay tribute to
Bernard to extending:their strug-

gle to bring the troops home now.

. plied that SNCC’s approach was

Why SNCC Pulled Out
Of D.C. Rights Parley

[The following statement was issued May 23 by the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee on the White House confer-
ence, ostensibly set up to help Negroes secure their rights. The
conference is scheduled for June 1 and 2. The major civil rights
groups, including SNCC, had participated in planning sessions for
the conference.]

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee believes the
White House conference entitled To Secure These Rights is ab-
solutely unnecessary and rejects its invitation to participate m
this useless endeavor for the following reasons:

1. The foundation and consequences of racism are not rooted
in the behavior of black Americans, yesterday or today. They are
rooted in an attempt by Europeans and white Americans to ex-
ploit and dehumanize the descendants of Africa for monetary
gain. This process of universal exploitation of Africa and her
descendants continues today by the power elite of this country.
In the process of exploiting black Americans, white America has
tried to shift the responsibility for the degradmg position in which
blacks now find themselves away from the oppressors to the
oppressed. The White House conference, especially with its original
focus on the Negro family as the main problem with which
America must deal, accentuates this process of shifting the burden
of the problem.

2. Regardless of the proposals which stem from this confer-
ence, we know that the executive department and the President
are not serious about insuring Constitutional rights to black
Americans. For example, murderers of civil rights workers and
black citizens roam free in this country with the desire to kill
more freedom fighters; and the national government claims it is
impotent in many situations to bring about justice. For example,
police chiefs, sheriffs and state officials who have victimized black
people, beaten and jailed them and further suppressed our dignity
are fully aware they were in effect given a blank check by the
executive department of the government to inflict these lawless
acts upon Negroes, since it is common knowledge throughout the
South that killing a “nigger” is like killing a coon.

3. We believe that the President has called this conference
within the U.S. at a time when U.S. prestige ihiternationally is at
a low ebb due to our involvement in the Vietnam civil war, the
Dominican Republic, the Congo, South Africa and other parts of
the Third World.

We cannot be a party to attempts by the White House to use
black Americans to recoup prestige lost internationally.

4. Our organization is opposed to the war in Vietnam and we
cannot in geod conscience meet with the chief policy maker of
the Vietnam war to discuss human rights in this country when he
flagrantly violates the human rights of colored people in Vietnam.

5. We reaffirm our belief that people who suffer must make
the decisions about how to change and direct their lives. We
therefore call upon all black Americans to begin building inde-
pendent political, economic, and cultural institutions that they will
control and use as instruments of social change in this country.

Martin Luther King Attacks
SNGC for It’s Militant Stand

By Herman Porter '

Rev. Martin Luther King and
his organization, the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference,
have long been at odds with the
more militant Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee. But in
the past, the differences have not
generally been made public. Now
that SNCC has made a turn to-
ward independent political action
and toward other militant policies
aimed at building black power in-
dependent of the rulers of this
country, King and other spokes-
men for the SCLC have joined the
campaign of public attacks on
SNCC. '

In an interview in the New York
Times of May 28, King responded
to a question about SNCC’s re-
fusal to participate in the White
House Conference on Civil Rights
(see above). King also took um-
brage with a statement by SNCC'’s
new chairman, Stokely Carmi-
chael, who said: “We see integra-
tion as an insidious subterfuge
for white supremacy in this coun-
try. The goal of integration is
irrelevant, Political and economic
power is what black people have
to have.”

King said that he “can’t agree
with the move toward a kind of
black nationalism which seems to
be developing in SNCC.” He im-

groes could not talk “realistically
about going it alone.”

It is a very encouraging sign
that SNCC has not bent to this
pressure. Black people will win
freedom, justice and equality by
fighting the rulers of this society
who maintain racism, not by at-
tending phoney conferences or-
ganized by the racist rulers.

“isolationist,” and said that Ne-

Rev. M. L. King
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