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Your Vote Count Nov. 3’

— See page - 4 —

Democrats Try to Bar SWP
From the Ballot in New York

By Fred Halstead

NEW YORK, Sept. 15 — The
Democratic Party machine in New
York state is once again attempt-
ing to deprive the Socialist Work-
ers Party of a place on the state
ballot. Democratic Party State
Chairman ' William H. McKeon
filed a challenge with the Secre-
tary of State in Albany Sept. 10.

The 'challenge, which is not ex-
pected to succeed, is based on an
obscure residency question. Mec-
Keon claims that the 12th Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution
makes the Socialist Workers Party
ticket ineligible because both Clif-
ton DeBerry, the Presidential can-
didate, and Edward Shaw, the
Vice-Presidential candidate, pres-
ently reside in New York.

Legal authorities point out that
the 12th Amendment does not deal
with the ballot status of presi-
dential or vice-presidential candi-
dates but only with the proceed-
ings of the electoral college which
meets after the elections. The
flimsiness of the challenge is also
indicated by the fact that in previ-

' ous elections, both members of the

SWP presidential ticket on the bal-
lot were also residents of New
York, and the issue was never
raised.

Difficult Petitioning

In previous elections, the Demo:
cratic Party machine has sought
to keep. SWP candidates off the
ballot by challenging the signa-
tures on petitions turned in by the
SWP,

It is extremely difijcult for a
minority party to get on the New
York ballot, To do so, it is neces-
sary to secure the signatures of
12,000 registered voters, with a
minimum of 50 from each of 61
counties. Many of these counties
are’ in remote and conservative
rural areas where petitioning must
be done in small villages or from
farm house to farm house. If it
should be determined that less
than 50 valid signatures have been
filed from any single county, the

THE VIETNAM CRISIS

Washington Clings to

By George Saunders

After high-level conferences
with General Maxwell Taylor,
“our man in Saigon,”. President
Johnson told the nation Sept. 9

' that U.S. policy in South Vietnam

' unpopularity of

was enjoying “continued pro-
gress.” A few days later Saigon
underwent .its fourth major gov-
ernmental crisis in a year as Gen-
eral Lam Van Phat tried unsuc-
cessfully to oust the U.S. favorite,
Gen. Nguyen Khanh, Khanh was
at a mountain resort for his sec-
ond “health cure” in three weeks
at the time. .

The notorious political instabili-
ty in Saigon reflects the exireme
U.S.-sponsored
-regimes in South Vietnam. Wash-
ington carries out its thinly dis-
guised intervention in that coun-
try’s civil war through a gang of
corrupt generals and politicians
who have no popular support
whatsoever, Their various fac-
tions, equally hated by the mass of
the people, spend most of their
energy intriguing agamst each

other for Uncle Sams support —
_and his pay checks.

Clifton DeBerry_

entire state petition is thrown out:
Major party politicians have fre-
quently challenged minority par-
ties on this basis. In recent years,
however, the SWP has successfully
beaten such challenges by obtain-
ing well over the required number
of signatures and by exergising ex-
treme care in the technical details
connected with filing. This year,
the SWP filed 21,000 signatures.
So far they have not been chal-
lenged, instead, the obscure “res-
idency” issue was raised.
Commenting on the challenge,
Richard Garza, Socialist Workers
Party candidate for Senator from
New York, declared: “The New
York State Democratic Party ma-
chine has a lot of gall objecting
to the fact that our top candidates
happen to-live in New York, at
the very time it is running Robert
F. Kennedy — also known as
‘Boston Bobby, the man from Vir-
ginia’ — 'as its candidate to rep-
resent New York in the Senate.
One might conclude that the New
York Democrats just don’t  like
candidates who live in New York.”

'

The slicksters in the American
Embassy in Saigon are toying with
the idea of manufacturing some
popular support for puppet Khanh
by bringing Buddhist organiza-
tions 'into the government; how-
ever, Washington has suspicions
and fears of the nationalist, pop-
ular and “neutralist” elements in
the Buddhist movement.

U.S. Has Problems

The . situation appears to ‘be
reaching the point where Wash-
ington can no longer dictate with

certainty who' will run the “legi- -

timate government.” A  decisive
revolutionary blow by the guer-
rilla units which virtually control
the countryside, or another mass
upsurge in the cities, could quick-
ly leave the U.S, without “its
side” to back in the civil war.
Then. Johnson would either have
to order the.departure of the U.S.
forces or send huge numbers of
American boys to die trying /to
conquer another people’s country.
And Johnson may face-that choice
before November,

A number of signs show how

this . prospect has the __;Iadniinistra-'
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Chrysler Pact DeBerry Hits Johnson
Stand on Ghetto Rlots
As “Goldwatensm"

Brings No Joy
To Workers

By Jim Campbell

DETROIT —  Reuther’s .three-
year contract settlement -with
Chrysler Corporation Sept. 9,

which the newspapers have bally-
hooed as a ‘“historic” union vie-
tory, has produced a mood of

angry frustration among UAW:

members at Chrysler.

Chrysler workers were angered
over three issues: failure of the
UAW brass to do anything about
production standards; settlement
for a piddling 12-minute increase
in relief time; and the freezing of
their = annualimprovement-factor
wage increases,

Eight of Chrysler's 47 plants
went on strike for a day Sept. 9,

" and almost half the bargaining

units (40 out of 106) are still at
odds with the company over local
working conditions. The strikes
occurred because the International
Union failed to conduct a serious
struggle over speed-up in the basic
assembly and stamping plants.

The atmosphere was especially
bitter Sept. 9 at the Dodge Main
plant in Detroit, where one-sixth
of Chrysler’s 75,000 employees
work, They are a key indicator of
rank-and-file reaction to the con-
tract. The workers came out en
masse at 10 am. threw picket
lines around the plant, and plaster-
ed a huge strike poster (seen over
local TV stations that mnight)
across the overpass to the plant,
reading: “Another Sellout By
Weasel Reuther.”

The key issue, speed-up, is now
a dead letter for three years. Not
one thing was done about produc-
tion standards, on which Reuther
made bombastic promises during
negotiations. The drive for a 36-
hour work week is'in ‘the ash can.
Chrysler workers now know that
the company will take the added
six minutes of relief time per half-
shift out of their hides by increas-

(Continued on Page 2)

tion worried. 'For one thing, ob-
scure sounds about the possibility
of peace negotiations have. been
leaking out of Washington, a
sign that things really must be
going bad for U.S. imperialism.
A year ago, Secretary of Defense
McNamara and General Taylor
were confidently predicting vie-
tory by 1965. Today, top officials
admit to the press that the guer-
rillas cannot be defeated in the
foreseeable future. .

But the bi-partisan warmakers
are far from taking any concrete
steps toward negotiations, They
shrink from this because they have
staked so much on this war, Amer-
ican imperialism’s first big ven-
ture into ‘‘counter-insurgency,”
that 'is modern colonial warfare.

Johnson hopes to hang jon “as
is” at least until after the elec-
tions. Secretary of State Rusk
has said that “our commitment
[in South Vietnam] is flat and
firm.” . And Ambassador Taylor,
before returning to -Saigon, de-
clared: “We are on a given beam
and we are going to stay on that.”

...«(Continued oh Page 2) i
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‘By Clifton DeBerry
Socialist Workers Party Candidate
for President

President Johnson’s order for
an  FBI report on the recent social
explosions in Harlem and other
black ghettos is, in my opinion, a
smear and an attack on the Ne-
gro communities.

That Johnson orders the FBI —
a police agency — to make the
probe, is an insult implying that
the thousands of Negroes involved
in “these disturbances were crim-
inals of some kind or were the

dupes of some sort of criminal .

element,.

The truth behind the order to
the FBI is that Johnson, having
pretended to be a friend of the
Negro and civil rights, now wants
to “balance” his image in order
not to alienate Southern whites
and Northern racists, Thus he
seizes opportunities - to strike a
blow at the militant Negro strug-
gle. In his speeches, he has taken
up the line which Goldwater so
ominously enunciated at San Fran-
cisco — the thinly-veiled refer-
ences to the militant struggle of
Negroes for. equality as “disorders
in the streets” which would not be

. tolerated.

Johnson. parrots Goldwater on

. this — -even. topping him by em-

phasizing it in a threatening tone
of voice and a grim look on his

face when referring to the subject.

Incidentally, the policing of city
streets is supposed to be a local
or state affair, Yet these politi-
cians — Johnson and Goldwater
— who are so devoted to “states’
rights” .that they can't see their
way clear to intervene against
lynchings: and racist terror in the
South, both emphasize federal re-
sponsibility and power to act
when the “disorders” — of a much

less bloody kind than in the South'

— oceur in the black ghettos of
the North.

As far as I am concerned it
makes little dlffqrence that John-
son’s order for the FBI probe fol-
lowed a request by NAACP ‘Ex-
ecutive Director Roy Wilkins, who
also knows bettér. Wilkins simply
played into the hands of all those
forces seeking to drag the red her-
ring of “outside agitator” over the
real problems faced by iworking-
class Negroes.

Those who shout “outside agi-

: .. i .Gﬁldwa;er

Johnson A

tators”
black ghettos are doing what Mis: -

at the outbreaks in .th:e
sissippi's

not satisfied with segregation. 1

Neither the underlying cause

nor the immediate spark of the ex-

plosions in Harlem and elsewhere @ .
Johnson '
doesn’t need an FBI report to find . 7
out if there is a “pattern.”. There
is a pattern, ‘all right. It has al-

are secret or obscure,

ready been well documented —

and the explosions accurately pre-_'
dicted — by some of the country’s
best sociologists, and by some of: |
its most widely-read writers such’ -

as James Baldwin. i

' The guilty parties are the slum- 1
lords, the cheating businessmen ~— = ..

both large and small — who sell
shoddy goods at gouging prices,

the financial interests that grow |

rich off the misery of the ghetto,

the hypocritical liberal politicians
who make big promises but do ab-'"
solutely nothing effective to elim-
the rats and

inate the slums,

white-supremacists doi
when Negroes there show they are |

roaches, the unemployment among = '©

youth, the low wages, the corrup- '
tion, the inferior schools, the po- '
lice brutahty and the allpervasive e

anti-Negro prejudice,
The sparks which set the explo—

sions off, in almost every case,’

were incidents involving the ‘po-
lice. In Harlem it was the killing
of a 15-year-old Negro boy by 'an

off-duty cop. In Rochester, it was: .

the alleged mistreatment of a Ne-
gro man arrested at a party. In

Philadelphia it was the alleged

mistreatment of a woman by a cop
— in this case a Negro cop:

The press claims that some of
these incidents were exaggerated
or falsified by rumor, But, that.is

not the point. Such rumors spread

and are readily believed because
incidents. of actual police brutality
are common in these areas, and
are -part of the personal exper-

ience of most of the people who
live there.
That is the real “pattern" in-

volved. The FBI probe is only part =

of the same pattern of repression,

insult and prejudice. It is precise-

ly the kind of measure which can
only further embitter and enrage
ghetto dwellers. It is the system
which Johnson and Goldwater

represent which is the real insti-
gator of the social explosions in.
‘| the black ghettos.
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Strikes and lockouis reached
the lowest level last year since
1945, according to recently re-
leased figures. For the first time
in the Post World War II period,
the number of workers involved
in such disputes in the nation dur-
ing a year was below a million —
1941,000, In 40 per cent of the

strikes, wages were the main issue

in dispute, and this was the larg-
est single cause of stoppages, Sec-
ond largest — one sixth of the
stoppages — was working condi-
tions. Only seven strikes begun in

1963 involved 10,000 or more work-

ers — the lowest number in post-

war years. = o

! * % ®

" United Auto Workers staff man
Horace Sheffield, denied the news-
- paper reports that Walter Reuther
at the Democratic Convention in
Atlantic city “dressed [Sheffield]
and the other Negroes down” be-

| Weekly Calendar

i AD RATES !
" The rate for advertising in this col-
_umn is 40 cents a line. Display ads are
$2 a column inch. There is a ten per
cent discount for regular  adverfisers.

~ Advertising must reach us by the Mon-

\ day prior to the date of publication.

BEORSJ‘?'% ialist Work

CLIFTON DeB . Socialis orkers
| ‘presidential nomines, and NOE_L DA‘_{.
_independent congressional candidate in
the Ninth District, speak on The Road
. o Negro Equality. Thursday, Sept. 24,
8 p.m. Tremont St. Methodist Church,
740 Tremont St. Contrib. 50 cents.
{‘Ausp. Youth for DeBerry and N.O.W.
HOW. * o o*

Listen to Clifton DeBerry on Frjday
night, Sept. 25, on the Jerry Williams
Radio Show, WMEX, 1510 on your AM

dial.
_ ®

i CHICAGO
JOHNSON'S WAR ON POVERTY —
PROMISES VS. PERFORMANCE. Speak-
er, |. Warwak, Fri, Sept. 25, 8 p.m.
Debs Hall, 302 S. Canal St. Ausp. Friday
~ Night Socialist Forum. :

L
. LOS ANGELES

EDWARD SHAW, Vice-Presidential
eandidate of the Socialist Workers Par-
ty. will speak on Unemployment and Ra-
cial Discrimination. Fri., Sept. 25, 8:30

.m. 7102 East Fourth St. Ausp. Militant

abor Forum.

MINNEAPOLIS
JOHNSON'S WAR IN VIETNAM.
Speaker, Doug Jenness, chairman Minne-
sota Youth for DeBerry, Shaw and
“ Luoma. Fri., Sept. 25, 8:30 p.m. 704
Hennepin, Hall 240 Ausp. Friday Night
Socialist Forum.

®
NEW YORK
‘REPORT ON CUBA by panel who
visited Cuba this summer: Joel Ages,

Anne Kramer, A. Krebs, Sharon Krebs,
"and William Sumner. FRI., SEPT. 25, 8:30
p.m. 116 University Pl. Contrib. $I.
" Ausp. MlLITANI LfBC‘)R FORUM.

FRIDAY, Oct. 2 — THE "TRIPLE REV-

OLUTION" AND THE U.S. ECONOMY."

A talk by Dr. OTTO NATHAN, econom-

ist, lecturer, editor of "Einstein On
Poace."”

. L ]

PHILADELPHIA
THE 1964 ELECTIONS — THE

STAKES FOR AMERICA. Panalists:
JAMES ARONSON,. editor National
Guardian; M. S. ARNONI, editor Min-
ority of One; FRED HALSTEAD, asso-
ciate editor The Militant; PAUL BOU-
TELLE, Freedom Now Party candidate
from Harlem, Wednesday, Sept. 23, 8
p.m. Hotel Philadelphia, Broad & Wood
Sts. Contrib. Ausp. Phila. Election Forum,

i PUBLICATIONS

UNION AND LABOUR SPEAKERS'
HANDBOOK, by E .Vowles, a Bala press
publication, This comprehensive book is
a "must" for union and political speak-
ers, particularly those who are interest-

in more pay, better conditions and
full ‘employment. Send two dollars to
Bala press, Bala, N. Wales, the United
Kingdom; for your copy. (bound copies

o k)

!

cause of their fight within the
Michigan Democratic delegation
for full seating of the Mississippi
Freedom Democrats. In a state-
ment in the Sept. 15 Michigan
Chronicle Sheffield said he did not
see Reuther at Atlantic City.
Reuther was there, however,
and was reported in the press to
have met with Martin TLuther
King, According to Joseph L.
Rauh, counse] for the Mississippi
Democrats, Reuther “really turned
the muscle on” to get the Michi-
gan delegation to support the
“compromise” proposed by Sena-
tfor Humphrey which denied re-
cognition to the Mississippi Free-

dom Democrats as delegates from °

Mississippi.
# ¥ #®

A\

Charles Cogen, newly-elected
national president of the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers is
moving to Chicago in line with his
new duties, Cogen has been presi-
dent of the New York City local
of the union, which succeeded in
becoming bargaining agent for
New York City public school
teachers in 1961. He defeated
Charles O, Smith, Jr. for the presi-
dential post at the union’s recent
convention in Gary, Ind. In his

campaign, Cogen promised a wide-

spread organizing drive, while
Smith emphasized consolidating
positions already held.

* % %

The unification of two-graphic-
arts unions, the Amalgamated Li-
thographers of America and the
Photo-Engravers Union, was cel-
ebrated this Labor Day. The spirit
of labor unity, however, was not
present in the Toronto printing
trades. There, the photo-engrav-
ers are crossing the picket lines of
the International Typographical
Union which is in the fourth
month of a strike against To-
ronto’s Big Three newspapers.

The typos’, strike, like the his-
toric one in New York two years
ago, involves automation and job
security, In the third week of the
strike, the photo-engravers’ lead-
ership accepted a contract contain-
ing several clauses which the typos
have been striking against.

& & &

Another attempt is being made
to organize New York City’s 30,000
taxi drivers, This time the drive is
led by the Taxi Drivers Organiz-
ing Committee, which is sponsored
by the New York City Central
Labor Council, AFL-CIO. Jack
Townsend, president of Local 15
of the Bartenders Union, is serv-

ing as chairman of the Taxi Driv- -

ers Organizing Committee. The
Council claims 11,000 signatures
have been obtained so far from
taxi drivers who want to join the
union,

Dozens of attempts have been
made previously to organize New
York City’s taxi drivers. The last
major effort was made in 1960 by
the International Brotherhood of
Teamsters. It was unsuccessful,

Slain Boy's Mother-
Sues City and Cop

NEW YORK — Mrs. Annie
Powell — whose 15-year-old son,
James, was shot twice by off-duty

Police Lieutenant Thomas R. Gil-

ligan last July — is suing the
city and Gilligan for $200,000 for
negligence, This is the only legal
redress open to her since a spe-
cially chosen grand jury white-
washed the killing of her son.
Her attorney, Judge Hubert T.
Delaney, the distinguished Negro
jurist, said: “We just don’t under-
stand why a man who is an ex-
perienced cop, who has disarmed
adults, has to shoot twice to dis-
arm a boy — even if the boy were
approaching with a knife. And I
have adult white witnesses who
say that the boy had no knife.”

in which he lives.”

Lamont Carries
Mail-Ban Fight
To High Court

Corliss Lamont

Dr. Corliss Lamont, humanist
philosopher and civil-libertarian,
has appealed his suit against the
Post Office to the Supreme Court.
Lamont and the Emergency Civil
Liberties Committee, which is sup-
porting his case, are challenging
the constitutionality of a law per-
mitting the Post Office to destroy
mail from abroad, which it arbi-
trarily designates “Communist
propaganda,” unless the addressee
signs a statement saying that he
wishes to receive such “Commu-
nist propaganda.”

Lamont sued the Post Office for

. withholding a copy of the Peking

Review addressed to him. After he
began the suit, the Post Office
sent him the magazine, although
he had not filled the form declar-
ing he wanted to receive this
“Communist propaganda.” A
three-judge federal court ruled
2-1 that this action by the Post
Office invalidated Lamont’s suit.
The dissenting judge pointed out
that this was an obvious dodge to
prevent suits challenging the law’s
constitutionality.

.. Vietnam Crisis

. (Continued from Page 1)

The greatest danger is that these
men, in their anger and arrogance,
may seek a desperate way out of
a desperate situation. Johnson has
already experimented with direct
air attacks on North Vietnam.
There are ominous . reports of
plans to “extend the war” also
into Laos and Cambodia.

U.S. jets reportedly received
orders to attack any Cambodian
aircraft which interfere with
South . Vietnamese military opera-
tions along the Cambodian border.
Cambodian forces recently re-
pulsed South Vietnamese violators
of their borders. While in Wash-
ington, Taylor was asked about
reported - plans to bomb so-called
Vietcong “sanctuaries” in southern
Laos ‘and in Cambodia. He denied
any specific " plans but admitted
that “peripheral actions are al-
ways under study.”

Opponents of the war in Viet-
nam and of the dangerous inclina-
tion of our rulers to “extend”
that war, thereby risking nuclear
catastrophe, should expres$ their
opposition by voting against both
war-minded major parties in the
coming election. They should vote
for the Socialist Workers - candi-
dates who unequivocally call for
an end to the Vietnam war and
withdrawal of all U.S. troops and

~ aid from South Vietnam’s dicta-

tors — whoever they may be from
week fo week.

Joseph Wilson, president of the
Xerox Corp. says businessmen
need great “courage and integrity”
to face ¢“the slow, remorseless
trends, like socialism, which
threaten the base of the society

il
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(World Outlook) — It was re-
ported in Washington that when
the results of the Sept. 4 election
in Chile were announced, the sighs
of relief in the State Department
and White House were the loudest
since the 1948 election in Italy
when it was thought that the Com-
munist Party there might win a
majority. (At that time President
Truman was rumored to be ready-
ing the armed forces; and the U.S.
was swept by one of the most in-
tense war scares of the whole post-
war period.)

The Johnson administration,
visualizing the possibility of the
FRAP (Frente Revolucionario de
Accion Popular) winning a ma-
jority in Chile, saw one more
major crisis looming on the inter-
national horizon. Even though the
FRAP was only a Chilean version
of the “Popular Front,” its victory
could touch off a revolutionary
process that might end in a sit-
uation comparable to the one in
Cuba.

The official returns, as an-
nounced by the Chilean Ministry
of Interior, were as follows:

Eduardo Frei Montalva, candi-
date of the Christian Democrats,
received 1,404,809 votes.

Salvador Allende Gossens, can-
didate of the FRAP, received 975,
210 votes. Julio Duran, candidate
of the Radicals, ended up with
only 128,350 votes.
< These resulfs registered popular
repudiation of the government of
President Jorge Allessandri and a
shift toward the left, although a
more moderate one than the lead-
ers of the FRAP had hoped for.
(Followers of Khrushchev were
even under the illusion that the

_election might demonstrate the

feasibility of actually achieving,
for the first time in history, a so-

,.I,r[;,.,,lll Breathing Speﬂ for Washington

LT T T

The Election in Chile |

cialist overturn along the “peace-
ful” road.)

Allende  campaigned for nation-
alization of the holdings of Amer-
ican imperialist .interests in Chile,
for “socialism,” and for a radical
agrarian reform. Frei advocated
only that Chile should receive a
bigger share in American exploita-
tion of the country’s resources and
that some mild social reforms
should be undertaken. He was es-
pecially careful not to antagonize
the American interests,

The main factor that determined
the outcome of the election was
the exclusion of a big part of the
electorate from the ballot box be-
cause of literacy requirements. In
addition, landholders, capitalists
and agents of American imperial-
ism — the whole camp of reac-
tion, in fact — rallied behind Frei
as a “lesser evil” in order to block
a victory by Allende.

Agrarian Problem

The counter-revolutionary victo-
ry in Brazil last April also acted
as a depressing factor in Chile as
it has throughout Latin America.

Frei and his well-wishers in the
State Department gained more
time for capitalism in Chile but
also received notice that it is only
a breathing spell. The new presi-
dent is faced with problems of
crisis proportions inherited from
Alessandri, These .include in-
dustrial and. agricultural stagna-
tion, massive unemployment, bit-
ter poverty, illiteracy, utterly in-
adequate housing and all the as-
sociated evils of these scourges.
The agrarian problem is eloquent-
ly indicated by the fact that 2,800
holdings of more than 1,000
hectares each (one hectare — 2.47
acres) cover 75 per cent of the
arable land.

... UAW's Chrysler Contract

(Continued from Page 1)

ing production standards, a game
at which they have become high-
ly proficient through time-study
methods perfected over the years.
This is a bitter, bitter pill for the
Chrysler workers to swallow.

On the third count, the freeze
(ostensibly for one year) of the
annual-improvement-factor wage
increase — in order to “divert”
this money toward financing in-
creases in the pension, supplemen-
tary-unemployment-benefit and in-
surance funds — constitutes, not
a wage freeze, but a wage loss.

Effective Sept. 1, Chrysler work-
ers will lose from seven to 12
cents an hour in wages every
hour they work. Nor will they
even get a wage increase; only a
bare hint of one, as indicated by
Reuther’s: Sept. 9 statement of “a
possibility that pay boosts would
be given Chrysler workers in the
first year because there were
‘fractions’ left over from the costs
of benefits that are to be paid for
out of what would have been first-
year raises”! A double wage freeze
is what the Chrysler workers are
offered for dubious fringe bene-
fits.

The wage ' sacrifices by the
Chrysler workers are supposedly
made to compensate for Reuther’s
great “victory” in his pension set-
tlement.

A Fraud

Close examination reveals this
as a fraud on the auto workers.
Involved is a 50% increase in pen-
sion benefits ($1.45 a month for
each year of service), full medical
coverage, life-time coverage for
survivors of retirees at half-pay,
and $2,400 over a two-year period
to survivors of workers who die,

The key “gain,” however, is the
proposal to pay workers, who re-
tire at 60 with 30 years of serv-
ice at Chrysler, 709 of their base
pay. The catch here is that it
won’t take effect until Sept. 1,
1965. :
There are now 13,000 pensioners

at Chrysler, and 6,000 workers
aged 60 or over, It can be safely
assumed that only a small minority
of the latter are eligible under the
30-year requirement. Under these
circumstances, the loss of more
than $1,200,000 a month in wages
to Chrysler workers (besides,
there is no flat wage increase!)
will more than amply cover these
proposed retirement increases. '

Generous Profits

The company therefore stands
to gain' by the transaction; even

more, its generous profits and ex-

ecutives’ bonuses remain un-
touched! Further, the fringe funds
from which the benefits are taken
remain the private patrimony of
the corporation, a secret from the
Chrysler workers and a source of
added increment to the company.

The plain fact is that Reuther’s
“victory” just barely brings the
UAW contract into line with the
1961 Steelworkers agreement, not
more so and maybe slightly less:
one more holiday, but no wage in-
crease; slightly better pension set-
tlement, but less vacation time;
about the same medical benefits,
And that’s about it!

The lesson for auto workers is
that these *“gains,” which were
ostensibly to “create” jobs, have
proven a failure to steel-workers
in this respect. Few, if any, work-
ers have been added to the work
force in the steel indusiry. The
opposite has occurred: vacancies
are nbt filled with new workers,
and the drive to increase produc-
tion continues to gain momentum,
partly by adding a few workers,
as “pushers,” to the incentive
plans, .

It is doubtful that the strikes
at the General Motors Ohto and
St. Louis plants will effect any
changes in the pattern set by the
Chrysler settlement, The Ford and
GM workers, faced with similar
results Sept. 15 and 16, are now
“hedged in” by Reuther’s deal at
the expense of the Chrysler work-
ers. !
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Duopoly on Racism'

Liberals and most civil-rights leaders are t'rying to depict
the presidential campaign as a contest between Goldwater and
the anti-Negro forces on one side and Johnson and the civil-
rights forces on the other. This is undiluted hogwash. The Re-
publicans have simply broken the former Democratic monopoly
on the support of out-and-out racists. This was well symbolized
Sept. 12 when ex-Governor Ross Barnett of Mississippi endorsed
the Goldwater-Miller ticket.

‘What was once a monopoly has become a duopoly, to use the
term economists apply to the sharing of the field by two giant
companies. But a glance at the list of this country’s ‘white-su-
premacist politicians shows that the Democrats retain the lion’s
share.

This was emphasized — also on Sept. 12 — when Governor
Orval Faubus of Arkansas, running for a sixth term, endorsed
the Johnson-Humphrey tlcket Both Johnson and Humphrey are
scheduled to visit Arkansas and will be greeted by their guberna-
torial running mate there,

This is the same Faubus, remember, who in 1957 used the
national guard to defy desegregation of Little Rock High School;

who inspired white gangs to beat Negroes;  who forced Negro .

children to make that long, terrifying walk back from the school
entrance through screaming, spitting, racist mobs, Yes, that’s the
endorser of the Johnson-Humphrey ticket, the Faubus who be-
came the internationally notorious symbol of — and inspiration
for — the resistance to school integration which has plagued this
country ever since,

Where are the cries of outrage from the liberals who emitted
shocked breaths when Goldwater hesitated about repudiating
the endorsement of the Ku Klux Klan? We await their demands
that Johnson and Humphrey repudiate the demagogic, racist ex-
tremist — Orval Faubus.

The New York School Boycott

Some of the parents involved in the white boycott of the
New York City schools may not have fully realized it, but this
movement is anti-Negro in thrust and intent. As yet the effective-
ness of the white boycott is an open question. School-attéendance
figures show it was less powerful than the! boycotts led by Negroes
last year against segregated schooling.

One thing is clear, however. New York City’s Democratic ad-
ministration bears the responsibility for the development of: this

white parents’ movement. In the first place; it was the administra-

tion which permitted segregated schools and inferior education
for the millions of Negro and Puerto Rican children of New York
City. In violation of the constitutional rights of minority peoples,
the city .administration refused to enforce equal and adequate
education for all children.

Only after it was subjected to the pressure of the mass dem-
onstrations of the Negro boycotts did the administration agree
to do anything at all — and that only the token concession of
busing a few Negro children to white schools and a few white
children to Negro schools. This was such a grudging and in-
adequate gesture that it made clear that the sympathies of the
pohtxm?ns and school-board officials were not with the Negroes,
but with those whites who oppose even token integration.

By failing to take a firm and resolute stand to wipe out
inferior schools and enforce equal education for all, but rather
by supporting and maintaining the present segregated system,
the administration of New York City has aided, abetted and
fomented the present reaction to the Negro struggle for equal
education embodied in the white parents’ boycott.
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HUBERT THE HUSTLER

A Glance at Humphrey s Real Record

By David Herman

Liberals (and radicals of the so-
cial-democratic and  Communist
Party variety who support capital-
ist candidates) are trumpeting
their joy over the nomination of
Hubert Humphrey as vice-presi-
dential candidate of the Demo-
eratic Party. They argue that
Humphrey’s liberalism makes up
for Johnson’s conservatism and
that the selection of Humphrey as
his running mate shows “how lib-
eral Johnson has become.”

They have made Humphrey the
ticket’s big selling point, especial-
ly to labor and Negroes. But ex-
amination of his record shows that
Humphrey is one of the shabbiest
liberals — even in a time when
official liberalism has degenerat-
ed so that its main ingredient is
hypocrisy. Humphrey has made a
political career of espousing lib-
eral positions favored by 1labor,
Negroes and farmers only in order
to sell out these positions when
he could advantage himself there-
by, Let’s look at his record.

Humphrey’s national reputation.

stems mainly from his leading
role in the Senate’s mock battles
over civil rights. But he has con-
sistently used his prestige with
pro-civil-rights forces to get them
to slow down their fight.

Thus Humphrey played the lead-
ing role in arranging the “com-
promise” over the seating of the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party delegates at the recent Dem-
ocratic convention. The delega-
tions of nine states had pledged
to carry the fight to seat the Free-
dom delegates to the convention
floor. But a floor fight would
have embarrased Johnson. So vice-
presidential-nominee-to-be Humph-
rey was given the assignment of
keeping the issue from the floor.
He accomplished his mission. In
the course of the job, unwilling
delegates got the word that their
patronage jobs and federal con-
tracts for their states were at stake
if they remained stubborn,

Humphrey has a long record of
sell-outs. Consider his sell-out of -

the fight against Senate Rule 22
in 1955 when he first had the vice-
presidential itch, Rule 22, which
permits filibustering, can be
changed by a simple majority vote
in the Senate when each new Con-
gress opens — when the rules are
adopted by the body, In every
election campaign all the Northern
liberals, including Humphrey,
promised to fight against Rule 22
on opening day. Traditionally the
Senate liberals put on at least a
mock fight each time. But in 1955
the promised attempt was not
even made. Humphrey, leader of
the Senate’s civil-rights bloc, had
decided that in the interests of

Humphrey

Democratic’ ' Party unity it was
best not to offend the Southern
Senators (whose support he just
happened to be courting for the
1956 convention).

Liberal, progressive and radical
supporters of the Democratic Par-
ty stress the difference between
the Johnson-Humphrey ticket and
the Goldwater-Miller ticket on
civil liberties. Many go so far as
to assert that a Goldwater victory
would mean the beginning of
fascism in this country. There is
not space here to explain what
fascism actually is and why reac-
tionary Goldwater is not a fascist,
despite the fact that he is sup-
ported by most of the ultra-right.
But we can look at the record and
see what kind of a, bulwark of
civil liberties Humphrey was dur-
ing the McCarthy era,

Humphrey’s strategy at the
height of McCarthyism was to out-
flank the witch-hunters from the
right. His legislative contribution
took the form of two amendments,
He offered an amendment to the
Communist Control Aet which
would have specifically outlawed
the Communist Party, that is,
made it a crime to be a member
of that party, which the act did
not specifically do.

Humphrey's amendment to the
McCarran Act was accepted and
passed. It provided that concen-
tration camps be set up in the U.S.
(and they have been set up) to be
available in case of need. It au-
thorized the Attorney General to
apprehend and detain indefinitely
and without trial, “persons as to
whom there is reasonable grounds
to believe probably will conspire
with others to engage in acts of
espionage or sabotage,” whenever
an emergency is declared by the
President.

—

—
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‘vantage,

Humphreys sell-out on thls oc-
casion was so blatant that even
fellow-liberal Dorothy Schiff, pub-
lisher of the New York Post, could
not stomach it. This is-what she

said about “Hustling Humphrey” '

in her column of March 27, 1955:

“Last August I was horrified to
learn that our friend the ‘liberal
demagogue’ whose term was abott
to expire, had seized upon the
passions aroused by McCarthyism
and appeared to be attempting to
turn them to his own political ad-
This formerly ardent
civil-libertarian had introduced an

‘amendment to the Communist

Control Act which seemed to out-
do McCarthy at his worst.”

“When he was re-elected to the
Senate last fall, I thought  he:
would no longer feel it was nec-
essary to out-McCarthy MecCarthy.
How wrong I was! At the begin-
ning of the new session ,the dema-
gogic twins, Humphrey and Morse,
led in the decision not to fight for
anti-filibuster legislation. And last
week Hubert pulled another fast
one. He tried to butter up liberal-
ism’s arch enemy, William Ran-
dolph Hearst, Jr.” \

Miss Schiff’s last comment Te-
fers to Humphrey's attempt to get
Hearst’s support for his vice-presi-
dential aspirations by putting
Hearst’s articles oh the Soviet
Union into the Congressional Rec-
ord, calling them “extraordinary” -
and ‘“valuable,” and their author,
“the distinguished American Edi-
tor.”

“But Humphrey is a man of
peace,” declare his supporters in
an effort to find something good .
about him. The fo].lc;mng state-
ment of his, made since this cam-
paign started, shows that he dif=
fers little from other -capitalist
politicians on the question of war.

“Free government cannot stand.
unless. it is prepared to defeat ag-
gression from without or within,
Liberalism becomes a mockery
when it is spineless and cowardly.
No slogans, no long-range policies
offering economic and social pro-
gress can defeat the threat of im=
mediate naked force . Only
force itself and the willingness to
use it swiftly, powerfully  and
courageously — can maintain a
government in power when sub-
version and terrorism are used
against it.”

Humphrey Hits
School Busing

'On Sept. 14, the day white.
parents’ groups opposed to
anti-segregation measures ' in
New York City schools bega.n_
a school boycott under the mis-
leading slogan of “no busing,”
Senator Hubert Humphrey was
asked for comment.’ He de-i
clared:

“So that the record will be
straight, the Civil Rights Aect:
of 1964 does not ask for busing
of students; in fact to the con.
trary. There is a proviso in the |
act saying that the act shall
not be applied for the purpose
of busing students from one
district to another . .. My own
personal view is that we should
improve the quality of our
neighborhoods, I personally do
not feel that we ought to be
giving students long-distance
rides at the expense of ‘fam-
ilies and students.”

This statement was on a par
with those made recently by
New York Senatorial candi-,
dates Kenneth Keating and
Robert F. Kennedy, who were
scored by the NAACP on Sept.
11 for “repeating the distor-
tions embodied in the slogans.
and cliches” of “Northern-style
segregationists,” Aectually, the
longest distance any student
will be bused under the New
York City desegregation meas-
ures now under attack by the
white boycotters is a mile and
a ;uarter. that is, a ten-mlnute
ride.
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.“[We ,k publish below excerpts
from a transcription of a sympo-
“gium, sponsored by the New-York
. Militant Labor Forum Sept. 4 on
“Which Road to Social Progress

'in the '64 Elections?”

 The participants were David
McReynolds, secretary of the War
nwsters League and 1958 Social-
is‘l. Psu'ty congressional candidate;
Rplss Nixon, general manager of
The National Guardian; Harry

. Purvis, maverick Republican and
" NAM member and 1960 indepen-

.dent peace candidate for Congress;
and Edward ‘Shaw, vice-presiden-

tial nominee of the Socialist
" Workers Party.]
i pavid McReynolds: . . . I am

voting for Johnson in November,
I am urging all radicals to vote
and WO‘I‘k for.the election of John-
son 'in November, and I am as
strprised to find myself in this
posmon perhaps as some of those
who have known me in the past.

‘Now I am far from being a cap-

_ tive of the lesser evilism theory’
;and. as was already pointed out,

1 was a candidate for Congress:in
1958 = for .the Socialist Party
against' the Liberal-Democratic
Party candidate in the 19th dis-
trict. In 1960, far from being an
automatic tail being wagged by

the Democratic dog, I backed Con- -

gressman Lindsay in the 17th Con-
gressmnal district against what I
considered a phoney liberal on
the, grounds that if we had to have
someone in Congress who wasn't
a Socialist that I would prefer to

" haye an honest man to a dishonest
- liberal,

as' I thought the man
was. . . .

'The forces that Goldwater rep-
‘resents openly are the Ku Klux
Klan, the John Birch Society, the
Amerxcan military, the diffused
racism in this- nation — these

" are the forces for which he does

nuw speak. |

. Johnson, again, whatever . his
personal past, his financial cor-
ruption, his shady dealings, his
past as a Southern Democrat 'as
one ' of the outstanding conserv-
ative forces in the Senate at the
present time, ‘is the political sym-
" "bol, -the political spokesman for
the trade union movement, for the
greéat mass of American Negroes
‘-and. for what we have of Ameri-
can liberalism, bad as that may
be. ineffectual as that may be..

Pm not here tonight to make
r.':1 speech in favor of Hubert Hum-
' phrey or of Johnson, their record
‘and their background. I'm talking

' about how they are viewed by

‘the American public and to the
Amencan public Humphrey is a
symbol of the ADA and what the
American public views as the left
wing. Johnson by nominating him

' made it clearly a left-right con-

test in the eyes of the overwhelm-
lmg majority of the American: peo—
ples e

“r[r “A Referendum"

'T: know that we have now in
this year a referendum on poli-.
tics the likes of which we have
,not ‘had in the lifetimes of most
of you present in this hall.

There is only one way to take'

. an’ effective part in this referen-
dum and that is by defeating
Goldwater by voting for Johnson,

.In voting for Johnson I repeat I
{“do not consider myself voting for-

" the Democratic administration or

3 for the Democratic record nor do

" 1'feel bound or silenced from at-
tacking that administration. I am
voting 'for Johnson in order to
vote against the things that Gold-
water represents in this coun-
Hr

%’hy am I sufficiently con-
.cerned fo abandon my traditional
“position of not voting for or sup-
porting a major  party ‘candidate
for the Presidency, why am I

'commg out and supporting the

election of President Johnson? Be-
‘cause Johnson’s election must be

s by 'a decisive margin. If Johnson:

wins by flity five to forty-five, we

“have all lost, The brakes will have A

bEen put on Iurther demands for

- Symposium:

federal intervention in the ecivil
rights movement in the South....
' If Goldwater, having said all
that he has saud representing all
that he represents and, I repeat,
in open alliance with the Ku Klux
Klan and the John Birch Society,
if in the face of these things he
can get forty-five per cent of the
vote, Johnson then, the adminis-
tration, the forces in that admin-
istration would be totally para-
lyzed for the coming four years

David McReynolds

but not only will they be para-
lyzed, "we shall also be para-
lyzed. . . .

The topic for the evening was
“What Road to Social Progress?”
You know, friends and comrades,
I am not sure that in this election
there is a road to social progress.
I think the question might have
been put better if we had said,
can we build a roadblock to fas-
cism in the ’64 election? I think
in some respects we will be lucky
if we come out even in this ‘elec-
tion. . . .

Now, the second point I would
make is that I don’t want merely
to make it a referendum against
Goldwater, I also, even as I find

myself committed to voting for

Johnson, I want to make it a ref-
erendum for my issues. . ..

Now, the last poirnt that I would
make in the time that I have got
would be to remind each of us
of the awesome reality of the nu-
clear homb.

We're 11v1ng in an age of the
nuclear bomb. We have a govern-
ment which, despite what I con-
sider a criminal war in Vietnam
and criminal action in terms of
the bombing of North Vietnamese
bases, we have a government
which nonetheless is not eager to
wage - a war, which has entered
into ‘a detente with the Soviet
Uriion for its own reasons but as
my friend, Mike Harrington, used
to say, we are opposed to imper-
ialist peace but we always prefer
imperialist peace to imperialist
war, particularly when that war
is fought with nuclear weap-
ons. . ..

Please be reminded that those
same forces of nuclear destruec-
tion, which now make the radical
position on peace and war the
only, the ultimately only sound
position, also require from those
of us who are radicals a new kind
of responsibility in terms of how
we vote and how we work. There
are.in this room not only votes
but there are potential workers
not merely to work for Johnson’s
election or for Goldwater's defeat
but workers and votes.in this
room to help lay, create the cli-
mate for a referendum on the is-
sues in which we believe, a refer-
endum which can only be voted
on' by voting yes for Johnson, no
on Goldwater and by turning that
referendum by our leaflets, our
speeches, our campaigns, our work
into the referendum that we want
it to be.

(The following is from: MeRey-
nolds’ summary):

Let me  make one thing clear
“which I should have indicated in
. the beginning — that I am.not

speaking for the Socialist Party
which is neither officially nor un-
officially supporting Johnson nor
am I speaking for the War. Resis-
ters League. There are others in
the Socialist Party who are sup-
porting Johnson but we do not
have a majority on the National
Committee. . . ..

Russ mentioned the fear that
we would move in a steady pro-
cess of modification to voting re-
luctantly for Johnson instead of
voting enthusiastically for him to

finally working for him in a eri- -

tical 'way and then we would be
working for him in an uncritical
way. In Russ’ mind that may fol-
low. It does not follow in my
mind. . .. .

I don’t intend to stop protest-
ing on Vietnam between now and

November. Not in the least. And

I don’t intend to stop calling for
the end of the draft and a number
of other points that might em-
barrass Johnson and might favor
Goldwater, since he is apparently
for ending the draft.

Now there is a discussion on the
end to demonstrations, . . . Figure

what demonstrations will accom-.

plish. You can integrate restaur-

ants, you cannot create jobs with

demonstrations. And at some point
we have to get it through our
minds that demonstrations per se
are not. necessarily radical though
they may well be militant. They
may be reactionary in relation to
the needs of our people. To create
jobs is an economic and a politi-
cal issue and it will not be ac-
complished simply by demonstrat-
ing. ...
“A Difference”

I don’t like being forced to vote
for Johnson in order to vote
against Goldwater but it does
make a difference whether we
merely send in CIA agenis to
bomb that island or whether we
send in the armed forces and de-
stroy it. It may not make a dif-
ference to you, but by God it
makes a difference to the Cubans.

Now finally, November shall de-
termine very, very little because
if we win all that has been said,
it is correct, we lose. I cannot dis-
agree: If we win, we lose. But
finally it is not the election which

.determines the road to progress.

'If we win that permits 'us to con-
tinue the day by day struggle in
the community ' and that is the
road to progress.

Russ Nixon: . I think we

" have to begin the debate, and I

don’t just mean the one this even-
ing, but we have to conduct the
debate in this case with a good
bit of consideration for those
amongst us in the progressive
forces who have different points
of view.

We need to recognize that there
is a genuine dilemma that con-
fronts progressive. people here,
only partly of our making, pri-
marily imposed upon us by the

circumstances of 15 years of cold -

war - and- McCarthyism, creating
in America an almosf unique sit-
uation in which the people of the
country are deprived of meaning-
ful alternatives such as anyone
can find if he is a citizen of
Great Britain or France or Italy

or Japan or of almost any other.

country in the world. . . .

Now, obviously, I am geing to
spend very little time on Mr.
Goldwater — I'm not going to
vote for him. I feel just as serious:
ly as anyone about the threat, and
the general threat which is rep-
resented by the extremists of the
ultra-right, the fascist-oriented ele-
ments in our counrty, a majority
of which are now backing Mr.
Goldwater, only some of which
are now backing Mr. Johnson but
the majority is backing Mr, Gold-
water, . . . Certainly there is, as
we have said in the Guardian, a
new element introduced into the
American situation by the consol-
idation of the coalition of the ul-

stra-right in the candidacy of Gold-
water and Mdler ‘and the cap.gute :

of a principal apparatus of the Re-
publican Party. This is a new and
serious threat.

It is not the threat of fascism
in the sense that Goldwater is a
fascist, although many of his sup-
porters are. But it is' a dangerous
step in the direction of fascism
and it should ring a loud alarm
about the danger of fascism in
this country. And it should .tell
us that if present trends continue
and the present shift to the right
continues unblocked in '‘America
then the course toward the ulti-
mate of fascism is a very grave
danger.

We in the Guardian, and I per-
sonally, would not belittle in any
degree the enormous danger I
think has unfolded during the
long period of cold war and fas-
cism, And because I am so deep-
ly concerned about the danger of
faseism in America and' because
I think it is so desperately neces-
sary that a roadblock be set up
against fascism and the  things
that bring fascism, it is for these
reasons that I must tell you I will
not vote for Lyndon Johnson
either.

I appreciate and understand your
applause. But I will tell you right
away that I am not a. purist. If
Mr. Johnson were to announce
that he’s decided to accept U
Thant’s proposal to end 'the Viet-

nam war and ‘that he’s decided 'to -

ask for the repeal of the MeCar-
ran Act, I would change my vote.
Don’t be worried about it.

My dlfferences with many of
my friends and, I think, with the.
majority of the readers of " the
Guardian, is indicated in a way
by a phrase that Dave used. He

- spoke of Lyndon Johnson and the

Democratic administration as a
roadblock to fascism. I consider
the policy of the cold war, the
vast extension of the cold war, the
continuation of  all the acts of
democratic repressions, the exten:
sive brinkmanship of the adminis-
tration and the accelerated policy
of counter-revolution throughout
the world — I consider this the

-

Russ Nixon

road, and not a roadblock, to
fascism. . . .

I find difficulty in discovering
how a vote for Mr. Johnson can
be a referendum. Perhaps I will
learn how it can be a referendum
in the 'next 60 days. I would like

.to engage in a referendum for

the issues in which I believe —
I agree with,K Dave about that —
it’s a desirable thing. But I must
tell you frankly — given all my
feelings about Mr. Goldwater and
all the 'things he _represents —

I don’t know how to cast a vote,

for Mr. Johnson without casting
a vote for the war in Vietnam and
‘the death of a thousand people
a week or so who die in that
war, . . . 1

I have been interested to hear
often references to the German
parallel — in a very superficial

.~ way — to teach me to vote for

Mr. Johnson. I read the German
experience  of this period :differ-

. 'ently, Hitler did not come to

hich Road to Soc

| power overnight. He came to pow-
er over a period of time in which
the opposition to him was divided,
primarily because the Social -Dem-
ocrats of Germany .said, we will
not develop unity against Hitler.
But we will organize and unite
with the center in a common
anti-Communist bloc. and anti-Hit-
ler program. And in the years of
’30, ’31 and ’32 this provided the
path for Hitler's triumph. This
is the lesson I think we need to
learn sm(i.appl:,rI very quickly.
I am concerned about the state
of politics in the American left
and the absolute necessity that we
must give a viable alternative to
people. And I don’t know how to
do this at the same time that I
campaign for Mr. Johnson. There
are a very complicated series of
approaches to this problem. Some
of my friends say, well, they are
concerned that Goldwater will
win. They’re not going to do any-
thing for Johnson they’re just go-
ing to hold their nose and vote
against Goldwater by voting for
Johnson. That's one approach.
But already' a new addition is
coming into .this picture. They
now say it’s not enough to beat
Goldwater. You have to have a
landslide - for Johnson. So you
have to get the maximum amount
of votes for Johnson, There will
be no limit to this of course ex-

. cept total ungualified support for

the candidate.

Then there begins to develop a
third development here, And that
is: be practical, be political, be
sensible, we've got to beat Gold-
water, Lay off the issues that are
troublesome, Don't raise the em-
barrassing questions. Don’t have
any demonstrations for two or
'three months on civil rights. We
don’t want to embarrass our

/friend Johnson.

In Atlantic City last week, ac-
cept the administration’s back-of-
the-bus proposal for the Mississip-
pi delegation because we don’t
want to embarrass Mr. Johnson
or hurt the chances of Mr. Hum-
phrey of becoming the nominee
for vice president. The Mississippi
delegation, of course, voted 68 to
nothing against taking that posi-
tion. )

I got a letter from a very fine
woman active in Women Strike
For Peace — a very . important
area — saying, “we’re urging. our
gals to drop all else to get into
Democratic clubs and steer our
course from there, and to put all
efforts into the election.”

“Regressive Current”

This is beginning to be the prin-
ciple regressive current of empha-
sis following from the conception
of having to go all out for LLBJ ...

Pretty soon it begins fo seem
that Johnson really, isn't so bad,
and - Humphrey isn’t so ’bad.
‘They've got some liberal things
that they say. And we find our-
selves caught in the trap of po-
litical immobilization, on - the is-
sues . . . \

I think our main task is to buiid
that alternative. And we have to
act this year so that we do noth-
ing to undermine that alternative.
And that means a certain. mini-
mum reliance on principles. And
that does not permit me at least
to vote for Johnson.

(In the question period Mr.
Nixon said he did not intend to

' vote for president. He said he felt

that the socialist opposition to the
major parties could not poll a
large enough vote to make it a
significant protest. The following
remarks are from his summary):

We're in a situation where we
had only two votes against what
Morse called the pre-dated decla-
ration of war, only two votes
against 535 members of Congress.
We're in a situation where the
voice of dissent is almost totally
stilled in the country. In this sit-
uation it is true, there is a serious
danger of fascism in: the country
-and danger . of war . . .

Facts suggest that smce this
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langer arises from cold war and
McCarthyism it can only be coun-
ered by something that is anti-
sold war, anti-McCarthyism,  that
t cannot be: countered by some-
hing that is' moderately® McCar-
hyite, moderately cold war . ...

The Democratic Party boasts
hat it has increased the counter-
‘evolutionary program and activ-
ties of this country all ower the
world. It boasts of this fact. It
1as taken every opportunity to re-
nstitute all acts of repression un-
ler the repressive legislation
vhenever they've been thrown
nut by the courts, It has not re-
reated one bit from the imple-
nentation of McCarranism,_ and
VicCarthyism: . .-

I think that there is a minimum
tand that progressives have to
:ticl:; with if they’re going to car-
v out the historic role that they
iave in this country. And I can-
1ot square that minimum stand
vith a rationalization of support
or the program that Mr. Johnson
‘epresents.

Harry Purvis: I told Priscilla
ling whene she invited me to
peak  here that I didn't know
vhether she really wanted me be-
:ause I really hadn’t made up
ny mind. And she said she
hought that would be quite in-
eresting to have somebody that
1adn’t made up their mind. And
!ve been listening very carefully
o Dave McReynolds and Russ
Jixon to see if they'd help me to
nake up my mind. And I‘m still
hinking,

Peace Issue

I share' Russ Nixon’s criticism

f Dave on this question of get-
ing a referendum on the war in
Jietnam. That to me is one of the
wrime questions. I don’t see how
ve're going to vote m a referen-
lum on the war in' Vietnam ex-
'ept to vote for otir candidate here
onight. The platform of the So-
-ialist Workers Party is very good
m the Vietnam question,

Two years ago Dave McRey-
10lds came out and spoke for a
nember of the National Associa-
ion of Manufacturers and sup-

yorted him for Congress because '
1e thought the peace issue trans-

:ended domestic issues of econom-
es. And 1 appreciated that very
nuch. And my Long Island neigh-
yor, Norman Thomas — he’s real-
¥ Dave McReynold’s senior in a
vay — spoke in favor of my
:andiddcy, even though I wouldn’t
:ome out for Medicare, The peace
ssue was the transcendent issue,

I think I’d like to spend my
ime, first complimenting the ‘So-
vialist Workers Party for filing
heir petitions this week — an
imazing job that wein Voters for
Jeace thought “about and didn’t
io anything about. Compliment-
ng them for that and compliment-
ng them for their plank on Viet-
1am but perhaps scolding them
‘or not coming out for a few more
‘hings in their platform.

Where is any mention of the
United Nations? What do you
want to do about the world com-
munity? Are we going forward
in this world anarchy? Are we
zoing to cry for peace and against
the weapons of war and not come
sut for any consfructive sugges-
tion to eliminate this international
anarchy and reliarce on an old-
fashioned international law. Inter-
national law that represents the
sld-fashioned 'idea of outlawing
people and punishing their sisters
and their cousins and their uncles
ind aunts and punishing the chil-
dren' for the crimes of their par-
ents — blowing up the babies in
their bassinets along with the ag-
gressors . . . You can’t just cri-
ticize U.S. policy toward Vietnam
without a more constructive sug-
gestion of what you think should
be done. ¢

I come back a disappointed man
from the Democratic convention

last week: Of course I cling to-
that straw _';hajt Hubert Humphrey

was nommp_ted. I wongler if Russ
Nixon would feel different if Hu-

© bert Humphrey were the head of

the ticket? .

Of course I was down in  At-
lantic City and joined with Dave
McReynolds in that demonstration
outside . Convention Hall about
Vietnam' and when Dave went
home I took one of his leftover
signs that said “Free Elections for
Vietnam — 1954 Geneva Conven-
tion,” and on the other side I

' painted the words, “Wayne Morse

for Vice President.” I walked
around Convention Hall and I

“wangled tickets for the next night

to Convention Hall and although

I was threatened.a couple of times
fellow |

with ~ lynching — ' one
flashed. what looked like a Texas

badge at me and told me I'd have -

to get out of the hall with it and
he grabbed for it —'1I managed
to survive.

The real thing that 1mpressed

"me was the favorable response

both to the message on the sign
and to the idea Morse For Vice

. President. The ppeople said, “That's
‘" a great idea.
man in the Senate.”” Many, many

He’s the smartest

comments of this nature . . .
Now I can do no: more than
confess in my .conclusion, our

chairman of Voters for Peace out

on Long Island . . . a year ago
thought that we should nominate
a slate of electoral candidates
pledged to a person who wasn’t
committed to the Bay of Pigs
type of thing and we suggested
that we ought to get an electoral
college pledge of Linus Pauling
for President, Martin Luther King
for Vice President. We noised this
around a little bit, went to some

state conventions, but we didn’t’

seem to be able to stir up any
interest . .

Then Wayne Morse began to
speak out more and more against
the admission of the military ma-
chine ‘that overthrew Juan Bosch
in the Dominican Republic, mili-
tary aid to the overthrow of Goul-
art in Brazil and then he spoke

out so-strongly against extending

Harry Purvis

the war in Vietnam and we tried

to rally support around Wayne

. Morse. We were told what poli-

tical dreamers we were and so
forth. We thought we were get-
ting 1real practical when we
changed to Linus Pauling and
Wayne Morse so we ended up
with a sign “Wayne Morse for
Vice President,” and we got
licked . . . :

I hope that our final speaker,
Mr. Shaw, will speak  out on not
only what he’s against in present
U.S. foreign policy but what he’s
for., What kind of a world 'organ-

ization does the Socialist Workers *
' Party really want? When there

are .amendments up before the
United Nations that have been
proposed in the UN General As-
sembly to change the voting pow-
er in the Security Council, what
is the Socialist Workers Party
saying? How should -the United

‘Nations be revised so that we can .
) have a peacef,ul it' not a somahst-_

world community? I would just
like to hear more of that. And
I would like, while I'm on it —
I would perhaps swallow my pro-
pensities for supporting the Na-
tional Association of Manufactur-
ers if I could. hear a clear, posi-
tive platform and some affirma-
tive policies for a neighborly
world community.

(The following is from Purvis’
sSummary.) :

-Now what is the real road to
progress in 19647 ‘I think that on
election day we have to make our
final judgement whether there's
a real danger that a man might
be elected who would send the
Marines into Cuba to turn on-the
water at Guantanamo or want to
defoliate Southeast Asia with nu-
clear weapons. If there seems to
be a real chance that he might be
elected on electlon day then I
think ‘'we have to consider' care-
fully that we can strike twice as
heavy '‘a blow against those prin-
ciples that he stands for by voting

ifor the other major party candi-

dateé than we can by registering
a protest vote.

If on the other hand he looks -

the way he does now, on the
skids, if it looks as though he
isn’t going to get any real support
then I think that it's very worth-
while to register a protest vote

. against the rincumbent’s policies

of' the attack on the ‘bases [in
North Vietriam]. I hope, Dave, they
were only an attack on bases and
I don't know why we can’t have
facts as to how many were killed
in what they call a measured raid
on five places.

Edward Shaw: I see that it is

‘not incumbent upon me tonight to
'give most of the reasons why we

should not vote for Goldwater.
And having listened to Mr. Nix-
on’s 'presentation, I think we can
see- several reasons, at least, why
we - shouldn’t vote for the Demo-
cratic candidate . ..

We should not support Gold-
water not only for all the reasons
given, but also because he has the
same ‘basic inferests and goals as
does ‘Johnson. If we don’t under-
stand that, that is the point from
which we can be led astray . . .

The aims of both the parties
can be summed up, 'perhaps, in
one phrase — we must have law
and order. We have to have law
and order in the:streets of Har-
lem, in the cotton fields of Mis-
sissippi, in the industrial plants
of Detroit, in the coal fields . of
Kentucky, .and also in the cane
fields of Cuba or the copper mines
of Chile, the rubber plantations

.or the rice plantations of the Far

East . ...

Law and - Order
Law and order in Mississippi is

" the law and order of the semi-

feudal gentry. Law and order in
Harlem is the law and order .of
the tenement landlords. Law -and
order in Kentucky is the law and
the ‘order of the coal barons. In
Detroit it's the law and order of
the manufacturing corporations.
And abroad, in Latin America,
Europe, Africa, Asia, the law and
order they speak of is the law and
order of that almighty that has
its finger in every other pie —
the law and order of finarice cap-

ital of the unpenahst Unlted.

States.
The great and, overwhelming

unity of the two major parties:

in this election campaign in the
service of that master overcomes
all small differences of tactics or
personality.
master has already been shown
over the personality of Johnson.
In a few short weeks after he as-
sumed the presidency last Novem-
ber he and the ruling class of this

- country accomplished' a. miracle

heretofore accomplished only, in
the realm of fiction by Robert
Louis Stevenson in The. Strange

Case of Dr.'Jekyll and ‘Mr. Hyde.
A’ Southern, reactmnary Demotrat
was. transiormed over night into-

The power of this,

i

a Northern, liberal friend of labor .

and civil ri_ghts -

‘These two, parties compete in
the electoral field, They compete
for the right to run.the store for

" the ruling class. They .compete

for the right to put into practice
a program already clearly mapped
out. They needn’t make any new
programs on this score. Defeat
the colonial revolution is first on
the agenda right now. Save Asia.
Keep it from going further out

i ree
Edward Shaw

of the capitalist orbit. Africa must
be made safe, :

At home  ‘there’s. not much
trouble: right now. But the pro-
gram is, and has been, as we can
see through the past Democratic
and Republican administrations,

more and more repressive laws .

aimed at the labor movement in
this country. Not a single piece
of pro-labor legislation since the
'30s when, it was gained in the
mass struggles ‘of the working
class of this country in building
the big labor movement. -
Keep the union power down
is "part of the ‘program, Prevent
the rise of any independent for-

~ mation and above all, right now,
“keep the Negro struggle in its

place.

But there are superficial dif-
ferences. Goldwater has proposed
even harsher measures both at
home and abroad to carry out this
bi-partisan program. He proposed
a measure and Johnson moved in
that direction. We at first were
presented with, it seemed, a slight
difference in approach over the
war in Vietnam. The question was
going to be asked of us, Do you
want a continuation’ of this costly,
inhuman stalemate in the “war in
Vietnam or do you want to extend
it? Send more troops, send more
money and extend it to the North.

Before we even had a chance to
vote in that referendum, Johnson

. removed the  difference and at-

tacked North ' Vietnam. He re-
moved that point from the
agenda . . . :

The development in American
politics, ever since the cold  war
began right after World -War II
especially, has been to give aid
and encouragement to the devel-
opment of a neo-Nazi and a neo-
fascist moveément in this country,
whether. it has been a Democratie
regime or a Republican regime.
Both parties have moved- in the
same direction — to the right...

The lesser-evil policy, regardless
of what you call it, in' the name of
social progress has resulted only
in social retrogression. Truman
was worse than FDR. Eisenhower

was worse than Truman. Ken--

nedy was worse than Eisenhower
. .Johnson was worse than Ken-
nedy. And now Johnson, however,
is better than Goldwater.' :
Mr. Johnson has appedled to
the biggest sectors of the Ameri-
can ruling class. ‘They have ap-

parently rallied to his support. .

They feel that he can best carry
out the pregram whmh is in their
interests. -

Rt thmk ‘that if I looked at 1t. .

without voting for the war.
Ypropose a vote for socialism.,

- much worse, and making the: point

from their point of view, ana-

lyzed the situation

in Chile and oil”
bia...

that a vote against the war in
Vietnam will weigh against it.:

But a vote for it will not, And -

we do not see how you can vote
' for either one of the two partiesl'
e
propose a. vote of protest even
though it be no more significant .
than a protest- that a pacifist)
would make walking mdependent—
ly of the great mass of the people
or the labor movement on a ‘pick-

et line. It’s just as important, And".

it will have a great deal more

effect than a vote for enther ou'. £

the other two parties.

(The following is from shaw’s
summary.):

One of the main reasons glven .
for support to Johnson boils dewn

to this: that it will give us more '
time to build an opposition to the: * .

current Democratic program, plat-.

caregu]]y,_ e
looked at what Johnson has been '
able to do, T too would join the:

Johnson .camp. That is, I 'think
I.would if I owned copper mines, *'!
wells  in ‘Ara-

1 propose, my .party pr'opégses? :

form, and actions, as well as that-.';_ %

of the Repubhcan and prevent’. .

an immediate holocaust, a world:
war  that would destroy  us ' all.
And it’s true that by supporting
this — whether you call it lesser:
evil or referendum politics — we.
could perhaps stall loff an, uiti-:}
mate  challenge of -the system in'
which the United States rules the: :
world. We could placate the de-
mands of the American financial
powers, but we: could only-do it
at the cost of making our position

from where we have to start’ to
recover much further from our

goal., _ e el

Final Choice

We could, if it were in our pow- . |

er, give them Cuba, Congo, -"Asia. :
If it was in our power, we could ;.
give them low wages at” home,
the Negroes could stop the. atl:'ugL
gle for freedom. And this would ’

gain some time while the Ameri- .

can economy sat back and digest- "
ed its gain. But it wouldn’t: pla-
cate its hunger nor would it help ’
the situation or make our. pomﬁon
any better.

As a referendum it would ap-

pear that this is a question of dem-
ocracy vs. totalitarianism, dictator-
ship. Would we rather live in a
democracy or a dictatorship? -‘Uq;
fortunately, as long as .we accept
the social system' in which we
live that choice will not be eurs
to make, That choice will depend
upon the needs of the system..

It was in 1932, in March, that
the socialists, the Social Demoe-i
racy of Germany supported a Te-.
_ actionary Junker general, " Von.
Hindenburg, for the pres:dency

_of the republic for precisely that

“reason, He was the representative -
of the democratic republic against
the Nazi threat of totalitarianism

and' racism. He won, they won, "

they won the referendum. They
saved the democratic’ republie.

They then began to support the L

different premiers. One after. an-
other, a -month apiece almost.
They .supported a  Bruening .

against a Von Papen. ‘Then Vén-‘--

Papen = against Von Schleicher.
Then Von Schleicher against Hit—
ler and they won. But their sbop—

war candidate, Von Hindenburg, '
who was to save the demoeratic. .

republic; took over and appomted
Hitler as chancellor. And that was
the beginning of 'the end.

If anybody here thinks
Johnson in a period of stress if-

that

we faced a crisis'— and we: dcin'.’t o

yet as Germany did at that ttme
— wouldn’t appoint Goldwater as
Secretary of Defense. is sadly mis—
taken.

In the name of national unity,

+in a period of crisis, Goldwater -

could be’ appointed Secretary of

i

Defense just as McNamara was . :.
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. THE MILITANT

MARXISM AND THE NEGRO STRUGGLE

By George Breitman
Marxism so far has done more

than any - other theory to shed
light- on the nature of the Negro
istruggle and the direction in

which it is moving, Since Marx,
it has illuminated the economic
roots of racism, and the workings

.. of the capitalist power structure

which oppresses the Negro people
and must be toppled if their op-
pression is to'end. Since Lenin

.and Trotsky, it has clarified and

shown the progressiveness of the
nationalist and. racial aspects of
the Negro movement. And in our
time the Socialist Workers Party
is working hard to understand and
explain current trends and to com-
into a realistic pro-
gram for emancipation.

Harold Cruse (in Liberator, May

~and June) accuses us of harbor-
ing a

“white labor A mystique,”
which it was not hard for us to
disprove because we are against

' mystiques of any kind or color.

In the same breath he creates a
mystique of his own when he
speaks of the “unknown qual-
ities” of the Negro movement, as
though they somehow defy ration-
al and scientific analysis.

In our 1963 convention resolu-

~“tion, which Cruse persistently re-
fuses to confront, we have made

an analysis of the very qualities
he calls unknown (separatism,
assimilationism, ‘nationalism, self-
determination, independence,
etc.). Our analysis may not be
perfect or complete, but it has al-
ready proved fruitful. Further
progress can be made by testing,
deepening and extending this an-
alysis, not by labeling the con-

~ditions it studies unknown and

implying they are unknowable.
i Historical Science

In another place, Cruse says
that “if ‘historical science’ or
‘dialectics’ is to be considered
really scientific it must be devel-
oped and verified in life by the
inclusion of the social experiences,

the history, the ideas and polit-

ical philosophies, the poinits of

- view of the backward peoples”
. (among whom he includes the

American Negroes). Well, that's
what we've been saying too, be-
fore Cruse did. That’s just what
we've been trying to do when we
undertake to Afro-Americanize
Marxism. Robert Vernon’s writ-

Fall Issue

International
Socialist
Review
. The Labor Bureaucrats and the
'White Backlash' by Tom Kerry.
Why the labor officialdom kowtowing

to the Democratic Party can't cope
‘ with the so-called "backlash."

Peking Curbs Union Struggle — A

Letter from Japan by Eiichi Yami-
nishi. The eminent translator of Trot-
sky's works in Japan reports how the
Japanese Communist Parfl betrayed
a general strike to pave the way for
better trade agreements between
Japan and China.

" Radicalism: Black and White — The
NAACP and the Communist Party
by Robert Vernon. Reviewing the re-
cent book by Wilson Record, Vernon
traces the zig-zag course of the CP,
outlines the role of the NAACP in
the Negro struggle, contrasting both
with the emergent forces of black na-
tionalism.

Popular Frontism in Ceylon b‘/ Ernest

Germain. A detailed analysis of
why the principal leaders of the Cey-
lonese “Trotskyists abandoned their
revolutionary principles and entered
the capitalist Bandaranaike govern-
- ment.

Send 50 cents for a copy or
$1.50 for a one-year subscription

INTERNATIONAL
SOCIALIST REVIEW

116 University Place

| New York, N. Y. 10003

bl

ings on the black ghetto in The
Militant are a striking example of
the value of this approach.

‘But when we do it, Cruse re-
fuses to even comment on the re-
sult, We hope that other black
radicals, who don’t have any anti-
Marxist axes to grind, will be-
come acquainted with our work in
this field and join in on'it.

Theory

*While we recommend Marxism
as the best theory now available
and defend it against Cruse’s type
of attack, we know that no theory,
not even 'the best, is perfeet, That
would mean knowing everything
about a given situation, which is
impossible, No theory automatical-
ly provides all the answers; that
takes work. No one gains access
to the answers merely by adopt-
ing a theory, or by saying I am
a Marxist, or a black nationalist,

. or any other ist.

Even the best theory in the
world does not safeguard anyone
or any movement against making
mistakes and lagging behind
changes in reality. The question is
whether ' their .theory enables
them to avoid fatal mistakes,
whether it enables them to learn
from mistakes, correct them and
avoid repeating them. In this re-

spect too, the Marxist record is

superior to others.

Years of isolation and attack
by backsliders and refugees from
Marxism as well as by capitalist
spokesmen, and the need to stand
firm against them, have unfortun-
ately tended to create the impres-
sion that Marxists are rigid-peo-
ple who think they know it all:
“Here is a finished science with
all the answers worked out, sit
down and study it.” But this is
not the case, and mature Marxists
do not think it is. -

We don’t have all the answers,
We think we have the method for
finding them, and we have no
patent on that. In seeking the an-
swers and using the method to
find them, we urgently need and
want the active ‘collaboration and
did of those who have most to
gain from revolution, the people
who are least privileged and least
corrupted by this society — the
black masses and the radical
thinkers who most authentically
represent them, We think Cruse’s
article does harm because it tries
through misrepresentation. of
Marxism to discourage this col-
laboration.

“White” Theory?

Another impression which we
hope to dispel is that Marxism is
a “white” theory and philosophy.
We know it isn’t, but that’s how
it looks today to many black peo-
ple, especially in this country, who
are justifiably suspicious of white
ideas and influences because they
are usually oppressive to Negroes.
Cruse tries to fan this suspicion
against Marxists in order to prev-
ent a fair examination of our
ideas.

It is true that Marx was clas-
sified as a white, and that the
early development of the Marxist
movement occurred mainly among
white people in the advanced cap-
italist countries. But Marxism is,
and is meant to be, a tool and
weapon for the revolutionists of
all races, and should not be re-
jected out of hand any more than
a gun should be rejected by black
rebels in South Africa merely be-
cause it was manufactured by
white workers. ;

In any case, things have changed
since Marx’s time, and in the
world today the millions of non-
whites who consider themselves
Marxists and supporters of Marx-
ism ouitnumber their white co-
thinkers, As Clifton DeBerry
asked, in an article which Libera-
tor asked him to write but has not
printed, “if Marxism is white,
western and obsolete as Cruse con-
tends, how can he account for

‘the fact that from China to Cuba,

Can White and Black Radicals Collabbrate?

where capitalism has been abol-
ished by mass revolution, this
was done under the banner of
Marxism? How does he explain
the fact that socialism is becom-
ing the most popular mass creed
in almost all the countries -and
continents ‘where colored peoples
are fighting for freedom?”

Because Cruse considers the
American Negro struggle a semi-
colonial revolt, DeBerry ‘asked
further: “If Marxism has been so
helpful and correct as a guide
in the fight against imperialism
and white supremacy in the col-
onial world, what prevents this
method from being equally useful
in the Freedom Now struggle here
in the heartland of imperialism
and white supremacy?”

Cruse says that “the real issue
is: Who is destined to be the dom-
inant and decisive radical-force in
America — Black Radicals or
White Radicals?” We don’t see
that as the real issue at all. Far
more important is the question of
how black and white radieals can
pool their forces to promote their
common aims against their com-
mon enemies. )

Black Leadership

Cruse’s assumption here is that
Marxists are opposed to black
leadership, but it simply isn’t so.
We don't care what the color of
the leadership of the coming
American revolution may be —
only that it be a leadership with
a correct program and be capable
of guiding the masses to the aboli-
tion of capitalism,

We expect that such a leader-
ship will include members of all
races in this country, whether they
are organized in a single revolu-
tionary party, or an alliance of
such parties; that Negroes will
contribute more than their propor-
‘tionate share to this leadership;
and that they may well be a
majority. In any case, it is ab-
solutely certain that the struggle
of the Negroes today, in the rev-
olution that is coming, and after-
ward, will be led by Negroes.

When we say black and white
radicals have common aims and
therefore should be able to work
together, we do not mean to min-
imize the differences that do exist
between many black radicals and
the Socialist Workers Party. Be-
sides our differences over the fu-
ture role of the white workers,
there are three others that should
get mention here:

A weakness of some Negro in-
tellectuals, like Cruse, is that they
proceed with their analyses and
arrive at their conclusions by
assuming the indefinite perpetua-
tion of /ithe present conditions of
the struggle and of the relations
of social forces on a national and
world scale, They do not see
further than the initiating stages
of the Third American Revolution.

They are empirical in their
reasoning — a method consistent
with liberalism and reformism,
but inconsistent with a thorough-
ly revolutionary outlook. This
method is faulty and can be fatal
because it leaves its practitioners
unprepared for sharp turns and
liable to be caught by surprise.
This is one reason for their rejec-
tion of Marxism, which views all
things in their contradictory-devel-
opment,

Basic Perspective

Another difference Marxists
have with some black radicals con-
cerns a basic perspective. As we
have said, we believe that Negroes
will not achieve equality or free-
dom in a capitalist America; they
will get it through socialist rev-
olution or through separation or
migration, This flows from Your
analysis of American capitalism in
its monopoly stage and from our
analysis of the combined national-
proletarian character of the Negro
question, .

What about those who see only

,one side of this dual character,’

SOURCE OF BLACK NATIONALISM. New York cops bust into

apartment of Harlem rent striker and haul him off to jail. Brutality
by cops and their zealous defense of rent-gougers and other mon-
eyed interests have fed growing nationalist mood in black ghettos.

only the national-racial side and
not the proletarian? (Let us call
them pure-and-simple national-
ists, to distinguish them from
black nationalists with a_broader
view, including socialist-national-
ists.) Some of them think Negro
equality can be won in this coun-
try without abolishing capitalist
rule; others leave this open as a
possibility. Neither, in our opinion,
has thought the question through.

If the capitalists can give em-
ployment, education, housing and
an end to police brutality, segrega-
tion and discrimination to 20 mil-
lion Negroes, at the bottom of the
social structure, then American
capitalism would have succeeded
in eliminating the most funda-
mental and urgent economic and
social evils of our time. This
would even enable it, some would
even say entitle it, to endure in-
definitely.

Reformist Line

Acceptance of such a possibility,
or even a half-hope of it, implies
the adoption of a non-revolution-
ary perspective ahd a reformist
line of thought. It then would not
be necessary to wage an uncom-
promising struggle for basic
change in the power structure and
in social relations. It would be
enough for the crew to rock the
boat so as to exert pressure on
the captain — instead of organ-
izing a mutiny to get rid of the
captain and his slave ship.

A pure-and-simple nationalist
outlook, which ignores the work-
ing-class element of the Negro
struggle and its dynamies, that is,
its implicitly anti-capitalist ten-
dencies, runs the risk of being de-
railed at some point along the
way because it fails to foresee the
direction of the mass movement,

- both black and white, and the
kind of resistance it must en-
counter from the capitalists. Ne-
groes will play a leading role in
any anti-capitalist revolution in
this country, but it will not be
successful if they are the only
anti-capitalist force involved.

A third difference exists be-
tween us and those like Cruse
who assume that not only the
ideas and attitudes of white work-
ers, but the ideas and attitudes
of militant Negroes, will remain
substantially unchanged. They
underrate, even exclude, the in-
fluence of socialist ideas as form-
ulated by Marxism in the coming
stages of the fight for freedom.

There are actually three com-
ponents, very unequally developed
at this point, at work in the Ne-
gro. movement: its proletarian
composition, its nationalism and
its socialism, The first two are al-

ready obvious; the third is still.

largely latent although distinetly
implicit in its orientation in prac-
tice. The socialist element is small
and embryonic at present, just
as the conscious and avowed so-
cialists are few. Will it remain
this way? .
Those black nationalists who

\

slight the socialist element in-
herent in their movement commit
an error comparable to those who
today slight black nationalism.
Here the colonial revolution they
feel kinship with has something
to teach them. Cuba and Algeria
have recently shown how a na-
tionalist, democratic, revolution-
ary mass movement can, through
conclusions derived from direct
experience in struggle with im-
perialism and its agents, grow
over into a consciously socialist
movement, party and government,

We believe that this dynamic of
the permanent revolution will be
operative in the evolution of Amer-
ican black nationalism 'too. The
further it goes in a revolutionary
and anti-capitalist direction, the
closer it comes to socialist, Marx-
ist, policies, methods and outlook.
We can be all the more confident
of this because black nationalism
in this country is far more urban
and proletarian than rural and
peasant,

A final point: despite differ-
ences and the critical exchange of
views, black radicals and Marx-
ists are both engaged in finding
the solutions to the evils bred by
capitalism. These specific answers
are not given in 'any books. But
Marxism is our method and it is
too useful for us to surrender it
until we can be shown a better
one.

Compare Results

Let the non-Marxist black the-
oreticians try other methods and
let’s compare the results. What-
ever they come up with that is
good and useful we shall gladly
adopt, as we have done in the
past. There is plenty of room in
Marxist theory to -accommodate
and incorporate everything pro-
gressive that develops out of the
theory and practice of the Negro
revolt. At the same time we be-
lieve the non-Marxist nationalists
should try to think out their posi-
tions to the end and state them
plainly, so that everybody can
check and learn from the conclu-
sions of both their tendency and
ours as the struggle moves from
one stage to the next.

While awaiting such tests, we
proceed in the conviction that
Marxism is relevant to the Negro
struggle; that Marxists have much
to learn from the black working-
class ghetto that can make their
theory more- effective and com-
plete; that black radicals have

-much to learn from Marxism that

can be used to formulate a pro-
gram to win freedom for the Ne-
gro people; that non-Marxist black
radicals and white and black
Marxists have so many things in
common that they can and should
work together in as many areas
as possible, despite their differ-
ences; and that their common
needs and further experience will
bring them closer together and
into genuine collaboration before,
during and after the coming Amer-
ican revolution. )
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[This column is an open forum
for.all viewpoints on subjects of
gemeral interest to our readers.

Please keep your letters brief..

Where mnecessary they will be
abridged. Writers’ initials will be
used, names being withheld unless
authorization is given for use.]

The Brazil Coup
New York, N.Y.
How low can some right-wing
socialists sink in their departure
from the elementary principles of
socialism? Such a question may
be naive after decades of treason

of the right-wing social-democratic

leaders in their international and
domestic policies, Neverthéless,
from time to time some special

T

10 Years Ago
In The Militant
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“THREATS OF VIOLENCE, ECO-
NOMIC PRESSURE, AND SWIFT
LEGISLATIVE ACTION were
prominent features of the Jim
Crow movement to preserve se-
gregation in the Southern schools
as children returned to class for
the fall term this month.

“Most of the Southern states
stood pat, thanks to the Supreme
Court’s failure to order the abili-
tion of segregation this autumn,
It will be October before the Sup-
reme Court will even begin dis-
cussion of when and how its anti-
segregation decision of last May
should be put into effeet. The
Southern white supremacists are
using the time to work out various
schemes for evading eventual de-
segregation orders,

“In some of the border states,
local officials, deciding that eva-
sion would be too difficult and
costly, voted to allow Negroes to
begin attending some previously
all-white schools . . .

“But in White Sulphur Sprmgs

. the enemies of Negro equality
stitrred up a ‘revolt.” They induced
300 of the high school's 400 stu-
dents to walk out of class and
march through the streets carry-
ing placards that said, ‘No Negroes
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wanted in our schools.” — Sept.
20, 1954,
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“GRAND RAPIDS, MICH,
THE MORE THAN 2,300 DEL-
EGATES TO THE CIO United
Automobile, Aircraft and Agricul-
tural Implement Workers Ninth
Annual Convention; in day and
night session since last Monday
at the Civic Auditorium here, last
night adjourned the stormiest na-
tional gathering of the union’s his-
tory.

“They are returning to their lo-
cals with the key convention issue,
the no-strike pledge, placed for
final decision in the hands of the
entire membership through a re-
ferendum to be held within the
next 90 days. This final disposi-
tion of the no-strike issue' was
voted overwhelmingly by the mili-
tant rank-and-file delegates in op-
position to most of the top lead-
ership, after a precedent-shatter-
ing four-day bitter conflict.

“Most important and decisive
development of this history-mak-
ing convention of America’s larg-
est and most dynamic industrial
union was the rise of a new, mili-
tant force, led by the recently es-
tablished Rank-and-File Caucus,
which in its first struggle against
the entire International leadership
not only made the no-strike sur-
render the dominant issue of the
convention but rolled up a vote
of 36 percent for outright scrap-
ping of the no-strike pledge.” —
Sept. 23, 1944,

shocking “exploits” of the right-
wing ‘“socialists” have 1o be
brought to the attention of the
working people.

We want here to divulge an ap-
palling fact that a right-wing so-
cialist magazine came out'recent-
ly in an open defense of the mili-
tary dictatorship in Brazil. The
magazine in question is Unser
Tsait- is published ‘in the Jew-
ish language in New York as an
organ of groups of the former
members of “Bund” (the pre-war
Jewish Socialist Party in Poland),
who are now scattered throughout
the world, -

In its issue No. 6 there appears
an article (or a correspondence)
which gives a typical McCarthy-
like, lying, reactionary description
of the Goulart government as hav-
ing been dominated or infiltrated
by Communists. Goulart himself
is “accused that he *“incited the
soldiers against their officers, in
order to execute the planned over-
throw in May.” According to the
author of this article, the military
fortunately foiled the red menace,
chased Goulart out of the country

and started to “renovate” Brazil.

The article is very apologetic
about the activities of the new
government. Even the mass per-
secution of all democratic ele-
ments is referred to as “purging
the military and administrative ap-
paratus of the Communist ele-
ments.” The smashing of the labor
organizations is described as an
action “fo build a no-party trade
union movement like in the dem-
ocratic countries.” As a result of
those wonderful achievements of
the Brazilian military “the aver-
age citizen has been breathing
freely”!

It is below the dignity of any
decent person to argue with this
despicable presentation of the
character of the Brazilian military,
reactionary coup which was con-
demned by all the Democratic
shades of public opinion in the
world (including even the “re-
servations” of the solid New York
Times). The shocking fact is that
a magazine, which calls itself “so-
cialist,” could print such an ar-
ticle without any protest from
their own ranks.

A.B.

Scoop from Baltimore
Baltimore, Md.

What does Mayor DMcKeldin
mean by  his nmew position that
there is no longer cause for alarm
over possible riots?

I have personally “received re-
liable reports” that “outside agita-
tors” plan to invade Baltimore and
“prey on the minds” of the “flow-
er of our youth” by appealing to
“wild emotion.” These "“foreign
agitators” plan to “foment riot”
for their “own ends.”

We must continue fo stress with
new vigour, the “extreme danger
of following the rabblerousing
summons of destruction, which is
the war-cry of the enemy seeking
to infiltrate into  our peaceful
city.”

These “unshorn,” “alien,” *“agi-
tators” have secured “through mis-
representation” the largest public
hall in the city, and have been
known to use the alias, “The
Beatles.”

A. Roberi Kaufman

Farm Facts

The American family farmer is
being driven into bankruptcey.

Lottors From Cunr

Democrat farm policy, essentially
no different from Republican, is
fostering the rapid growth of agri-
cultural factory monopolies, Pro-
duction per acre increases, farm
land increases in wvalue; but the
farm ownmership is concentrated in
fewer and fewer hands. At the
same time, Agriculture Secretary
Freeman has admitted that two-
thirds of the groceries are sold by
ten per cent of the total retail
food outlets. This growth of food
production monopoly forces the in-
dividual farmer to the wall, These
facts are illustrated, ‘while some-
times hidden, in the Statistical
Abstract of the United States,
1962, published by the U.S. De-

partment of Commerce Bureau of -

Census, While by no means up
to date, the trends in. farm own-
ership and its relation to agricul-
tural production and value are
clearly shown, '

In 1920, farm population was
30.19 of total U.S. population. In
the most prosperous year since the
Depression, 1944 (peak war pro-
duction), the percentage was 18.5.
In 1961 it was 8.1%.

In 1930, there were 6,546,000
farms in the U.S, In 1945 there
were 5,967,000. In 1961, there were
3,811,000, Even President John-

" son, a mouth-piece for capital, says

the situation is getting worse., We
hasten to add — worse for WHO?

Average value per farm acre
in 1930 was $48.52, In 1940, be-
fore the war “effort” pulled the
economy out of depression, the
value was $31.71, In 1961 the
value per acre was $117.64, Total

value of physical farm assets in
1940 was $53 billion. In 1962 it
had - become $211.3 billion. The
rich are truly getting richer.

We do not have to be reminded
that the most fortunate geographic
position together with all the eco-
nomic and political advantages of
U.S. imperialism has made it pos-
sible that U.S. agriculture could
feed the entire world. However,
because we live in a system that
produces food for profit, the sys-
tem cannot even feed its very
fortunate native working people,
while billions of more tragically
exploited foreign, workers face
more cruel starvation,

Colonial people are saying
“ENOUGH!” to foreign domina-
tion and starvation. The Negro
(or Afro-American) is saying
“ENOUGH!” to slave-citizenship.
On the farm front of the fight for
justice, the National Farmers Or-
ganization and the U.S. Farmers
Association are two groups that
are developing programs that can-
not help but illustrate the funda-
mental antagonism between pro-
perty rights and human rights.
The National Farmers Organiza-
tion (NFO) is attempting to organ-
ize on the basis of collective bar-
gaining with the middleman. The
U.S. Farmers Association has
given much support to the Free-
dom Now Movement. In their
press and on their platform they

have supported the defendants in .

the framed-up kidnapping case of
Monroe, North Carolina and
others. The poor are truly getting
wiser.

Jim Krahn

The Left in Venezuela
New York, N.¥,

Izquierda, official newspaper of

the Movement of the Revolution-
ary Left of Venezuela (declared
illegal by the “democratic” regime
there) has resumed publication as
an underground weekly. Recent
issues have reported on the ac-
tivities of the guerrillas in the

countryside and in the cities. Ac-

cording to Izquierda, there are
guerrilla units now fighting in
several states.

The Movement of the Revolu- |

tionary Left (MIR) is calling for
aid from the cities to the “Eze-
quiel Zamora”

people to collect medicine, money,
arms, ete. Pictures have been
shown of U.S.-made B-25. planes
which are reported by Izquierda
to have bombed areas sympathetic
to the guerrillas,

The guerrillas of the Armed
Forces of National Liberation.
(FALN) claimed the government
forces have suffered 60 casualties
and so far there have been none
for the FALN.

Also, it is reported that in the. :

recent student election at the Uni-
versity of Caracas, for the seventh
time in a row, the left won the
vote, The last election increased
the margin for the MIR-Commu-
nist Party bloc. The rightists came
in second and the ruling govern:
ment party, Accién Democratica,
got only a handful of vates. Of the

nine schools at the university, the!

left won solid majorities in seven,
PV,

\

Minneapolis, Minn. ,

It Was Reported in the Press

Advertisement for America —
It was reported in Stockholm,
Sweden, that a Swedish housewife
was stopped from corresponding
with a Negro prisoner in the death
cell in Louisiana State: Prison.
Prison : authorities informed her
that white people are not allowed
to write to colgred prisoners. The
prisoner, Edgar Labat, has been in
the death cell for eleven years and
has received eight stays of execu-
tion through appeals. He was con-
victed of raping a white woman.
His Swedish correspondent, Mrs.
Solveig Johansson, read about his
case in the paper four years ago
and began the correspondence. She
is convinced he is innocent.

You Should See the Old One —
Reporting on the several thousand
New York Negro and Puerto Rican
parents who enrolled their children
in better schools outside their
neighborhood, the Sept. 15 New
York Times described this inci-
dent: “One Negro mother, after
enrolling her son at Public School
46 in the Bronx, at which most of
the students are white, turned to
the principal with awe and satis-
faction and said, ‘It’s a beautiful
school.” P.S. 46 was opened 53
years ago.”

Socialist Gradualism? — Polish
officials are concerned about the
country’s consumption of alcohol,
which is said to have doubled
since the pre-war period. But they
are trying to cope with the prob-
lem flexibly. “We are conducting
the struggle against alcoholism in
a 'realistic way,” said the Deputy
Minister of Health, “We do not aim

Thought for the Week

“This summer we beheld a pair of gatherings at the summit of
political power, each of which was completely dominated by a single
man; the one a man of dangerous ignorance and devastating uncer-
tainty, the other a man whose public house is splendid in its every
appearance but whose private lack of ethics must inevitably intro:
duce termites at the very foundation. The electorate is left homeless,
then, by such a pair of nmominees.” From a Sept. 14 sermon by the
Very Rev. Francis B. Sayres, Jr., Dean of the National Cathedral
(Episcopal) in Washington, grandson of Woodrow Wilson, 2

A

at prohibition or abstinence, but
first of all the liquidation of the
custom of becoming drunk.”

A Question — A white family
from Massachusetts toured Har-
lem accompanied by newsmen,
photographers and a sound truck.
One newsman reported that as the
entourage made its way a man
leaned out of a tenement window
and yelled down to a woman he
knew, “Hey, baby, what’s going

on down there?” “It’s Visit Harlem

Week,” she answered. Came the
rejoinder: “Who'n hell wants to
visit Harlem, baby?”

Oops! — Senator Kenneth Keat-
ing, Republican incumbent in New
York made a tour of the eateries
of New York City’s East Side to
suggest to the residents of the
area that he was practically one of
their own. Winding up the tour
at Ratner’s famed Delancey St.
restaurant, he ordered a corned
beef sandwich. Ratner’s is the
city’s best known dairy restaurant.
Keating settled for blintzes.

Pitchmen — The Rev, William
Glenesk of Brooklyn took a whack
at Norman Vincent Peale and Bil-
ly Graham, the “matinee idols” of

the church who succeeded by
“playing it safe.” “The salesmen
of religion,” he said, “must boil it
down, remove the rough edges,
wrap it up dand put a handle on

it so it is easy to carry if this |
product is to sell.” Noting that.

neither Peale nor Graham have
done anything for civil rights, he
said they are “too much the ma-

tinee idols of a nation under com-

pulsion to believe in a God they

have adjusted to a system. Both: '
gentlemen stick to the outskirts o!'

social justice . .. they play it safe.”
Campaign Specials — Tiffany’ s

is peddling gilded silver “LBJ*.

and “Goldwater” campaign, but-
tons at $5 each. Although not
available at Tiffany’s, tin “De-
Berry” buttons may be obtained

at his campaign headquarters at\

15 cents each.

Help Wanted — In large mea-
sure this column depends on the
contributions of its readers. When
you come across an item in your
local paper which you think lends

itself to use in the column why not.

clip it out and mail it to The
Militant, 118 University Place,
New York, N. ¥, 10003, It will be
appreciated,

Name

SPECIAI. $1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER

To reach the widest audience with our
coverage of tha Freedom Now Movement
we are offering a 4-month introducto
subscription to The Militant for $1. ($1.50
outside of ﬂle u.s.)

Street

Zone ....ocenees

City

SO0 oo

Send to The Militant, 116 University Place,
New York 3, N. Y. =)

front which s
under heavy attack by 1,500 gov-"
ernment {roops. MIR called on the
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Detrmt SWP Candidate Withdraws
In Favor of Freedom Now Nominee

.-DE'I‘ROIT —'The Wayne Coun-
ty Convention of the Socialist
. Woarkers Party on Sept. 12 decided
to endorse the full county ticket

- mominated by the Freedom Now

Party.

“Delegates to the convention
.yoted unanimously in favor of a
“motion that the SWP “not run
“candidates for State 'Senate, State
.Legislature or Wayne County of-
fices,” and that the party “sup-

‘. port and actively campaign for
"'thé Freedom Now Party candi-

.. dates in these races.”

Richard' T. David, who had
previously announced his can-
didacy in the 23rd State Legisla-

. tive District and had campaigned
extensively, declared his with-

‘. drawal in favor of Hugh Cleage,

Freedom Now Party candidate in

. that district.

Important Step

.. Baid David: “The formation of
‘-the Freedom Now Party, in) my
.opinion ,and in the opinion of the
Socxahst Workers Party, is an im-
. portant step forward for the black
! people of this state . . .
© “As long as working people and
.black people remain tied to either
‘of the old parties, there can be no
real progress toward racial equali-
"ty, jobs for all, economic security,

et | or peace.

i

1 *“The unions ought to break with
"the old parties and create an in-

dependent labor party, instead of

" being a tail to the Démocratic don-
'key. The Negro people ought to
furn their back on the old parties
‘{00, create their own party, and
. run their own representatives for
office who will be independent of
the old  party machines and re-
».sponsible only to the Negro com-

' munity.

| '“The Freedom Now Party has

e

Richard David

taken the first step in this direc-
tion . .
want to encourage it. I am with-
drawing from the 23rd District
race in order to unite the anti-
Democratic and anti-Republican
vote behind the Freedom Now
Party candidate. It so happens

‘there is no Republican in this
race. When I withdraw there will

be only the Freedom Now Party
candidate, Hugh Cleage, and the
Demoecratic Party candidate, Max-
ine. Young. Mrs. Young repre-
sents a party that has betrayed
the Negro people over and over
again, I urge the voters to vote
for and elect her Freedom Now
Party opponent on Nov. 3.”

The Michigan SWP is holding
its convention Sept. 19 to nomi-
nate its candidates for state-wide
offices and to file its'national tick-
et — Clifton DeBerry for Presi-
dent and Edward Shaw for Vice
President. .

'YP-SL Wouldn'# Go for Jo-hnson

. I welcome this step and

Negro Independent
Polls 24,000 Votes
In Detroit Election

DETROIT — Dr, Louis J. Cleage
and Richard Henry, independent
Negro candidates for the Detroit
Board of Education, received
24,261 votes and 23,153 ‘Votes re-
spectively in ‘the Sept. 1 primary
election.

Attorney Henry W. Cleage, mili-
tant Negro candidate for Judge
of Recorder’s Court, received
11,516 votes, running eighth in a
field of 14 candidates.

All three candidates ran inde-
pendently of the two major par-
ties and with the endorsement of
the Group On Advanced Leader-
ship (GOAL), the Michigan Free-
dom Now Party and the Michigan
Socialist Workers Party. Although
they did not get enough votes to
quality for the November elections,
the three independent candidates
got the support of a substantial
section of the Negro community.
This was despite the opposition of
the “responsible Negro leader-
ship,” the labor leadership and
the Democratic and Republican
Party machines,

In addition to calling for sup-
port in the September primary to
independent Negro candidates, the
Michigan Socialist Workers Party
called for the defeat of the so-
called Home-Owners’ Ordinance
put forward by racists to legalize
housing diserimination, This racist
ordinance won with 137,671 yes
votes to 111,994 no votes, It will
now be tested in the courts.

Thomas L. Poindexter, author
of the ordinance and leader of the
white homeowners .forces, was
nominated for the one wvacant
Common Council seat with 63,683
votes. His opponent in November
will be Jackie Vaughan III, a Ne-
gro and former head of the Mi-
chigan Young Democrats,

Soclahst Party Suspends Youth Group

Barry Sheppard
“The Socialist Party on Sept. 8
suspended indefinitely its affiliated
youth organization, the Young
" Peoples Socialist League (YPSL),

"' because the youth group at its

‘Labor Day convention came out
. against both Johnson and Gold-
. water,

The YPSL is demanding the

- same right to present its view-
. “point publicly as the right wing

"'of the SP has to present its pro-
Democratic Party views. At its
oonvention the YPSL passed a
resolution declarmg that it would

% ‘not consider itself under the disci-

. Norman Thomas, _
'“Itional. chairman of the SP, has

pline of the Socialist Party as long
as that party did not discipline its

sown members who are publicly

supporting Johnson., For example,
honorary na-

‘been speaking around the .coun-
 fry, advocating support of John-
soh and the Democrats, and so
“have other SP spokesmen.

All-Inclusive?

.+ The Socialist Party claims to
T.be “all-inclusive” and tolerant of
many different tendencies having
. 'the right to present their views

ublicly. But its consistent prac-
\ -é:ce has been to bend over back-

‘wards in allowing the right wing
‘fo do and say anything at all but
to: come down hard on the left
'wmg and to stifle and silence it.

“» Even though the openly pro-

; ._;Johnson group in the SP failed to

i gam a majority at the last party
‘"donvention, the SP has no trouble

. in living w1th the public activities
-cf these campaigners. for the Dem-
: ocratlc ticket. But when the YPSL
| ‘merely passes a resolution stating

" its opposition to the two capitalist

'-'_p_art.i_qs (an elementary duty. of
g e, ) 1 b Lt

\ A
s

socialists) the SP leadership with-
in the week suspends them for
taking a position “outside the basic
framework of democratic social-
ism.” That'’s almost on a par with
the clause in the SP. constitution
which provides for the expulsion
of any SP member who supports
the candidates of the Socialist
Workers Party.

YSA Invitation

In view 'of the stand taken by
the YPSL on independent polit-
ical action and opposition to the
capitalist parties, the National
Executive Committee of the Young
Socialist Alliance has sent a letter,
inviting it to join with the YSA
in supporting the campaign of
Clifton DeBerry and Edward Shaw
for President and Vice President
on the SWP ticket.

- . Norman Thomag i

The leading body of the YSA
pointed out that the SWP cam-
paign is the only national elee-
toral opposition to the two capital-
ist parties in 1964, and that a cen-
tral issue of the SWP campaign
is independent political action by
Negroes and working people. One
YPSL local and several individ-
ual YPSLs have already joined
YSAers and others in support:ng
Youth for DeBerry and Shaw com-
mittees.

Young Socialist Paper
To Become Magazine

The editorial board of the
Young Socialist has announced
that the monthly youth newspa-
per will be changed to a maga-
zine, The Young Socialist news-
paper was founded in 1957, and
guickly became a pole of attrac-
tion for young people seeking a
socialist solution to the problems
of war, racism, poverty and witch-
hunt. The group which grew
around the Young ‘'Socialist was
by 1960 strong enough to establish
the Young Socialist -Alliance, a na-
tional youth organization. )

- The new Young Socialist maga-
zine represents a step forward for
the YS. It will carry more discus-
sion and articles of interest to
young peaple, The first issue, just’
off the press, contains articles on
the election campaign, V:etnam
Harlem, an interview with stu-
dents who went to Cuba, book re-
views, and other features, Appear-
ing five times during the school
year, the magazine will cost 25¢
per single issue, $1 for five issues.
It can be ordered from: Young So-

cialist, Box 471, New York 3, N.Y.

Demands Gov't Not Balk
Farmers’ Holding Action

MINNEAPOLIS — Everett Luo-
ma, Socialist Workers Party can-
didate for U.S. Senator from Min-

nesota, accused those forces which:

are attempting to break the live:
stock holding action of the farmers
with the murder of two National
Farmers Organization pickets. He
also demanded that Governor Rol-
vagg declare publicly that he
would not send the Minnesota Na-
tional Guard against NFO mem-
bers attempting to stop shipments

of cattle during this holding action. .,

“Those that would ship cattle
during this holding action are
scabs and should be treated as
such,” . Luoma said. “The basic
aggression involved in this strug-

‘gle between the farmers and the

chain stores,” he continued, ‘is
the artificially low prices the
chain stores are paying the farm-
ers. The farmers have every right
to defend themselves against this
aggression. The only way they can
defend themselves is by organiz-
ing and gaining control of pricing
their own production.” _

The two pickets killed Sept. 9
were Melvin L. Cummins and
Howard Falk, part of a group of
some 500 NFO members and sup-
porters who tried fo halt a truck
at the Equity Livestock yards in
Bonduel, Wis, They were crushed
to death by the wvehicle. The
driver, a part-time deputy sheriff,
thereupon aimed a pistol at the
crowd of infuriated farmers and
was whisked to safety by police.
He has been charged with homi-
cide by reckless conduct.

The holding action began Aug.

19 and involves farmers in 23
states from the Rocky Mts. to the
East Coast. It is. especially strong
in the Middle West, Its aim is to
force the meat packing companies
to sign contracts setting ‘satisfac-
tory minimum prices for livestock.
To compel the packers to sign up,
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the farmers are holding {heir
animals off the market.

The farmers are very militant
in picketing and manning check-
points along the highways. They
have had numerous clashes with
local and state police and scabs.
Firehoses were turned on 400, pick-
ets in Chippewa Falls, Wis.; police
with dogs guarded the stockyards
in Sioux City, Iowa, NFO mem-
bers have been arrested in various
Midwest states for “trespass,”
“boycott,” and alleged damage to
scab trucks. State police have been
ordered to “get tough” with the
NFO and use of the national guard
has been threatened in a number
of states.

Luoma, the SWP candldate in
Minnesota, has been visiting NFO
checkpoints and farm festivals, dis-
tributing leaflets expressing SWP
support of the holding action. He
has received hearty welcomes.
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By Constance Weissman

Robert Stroud, the Birdman of
Alcatraz, need not have died in
the federal prison medical center
in Springfield, Missouri, last No-
vember, A fellow inmate, Paul
Salstrom, has revealed that
Stroud, who died of a heart attack,
had unsuccessfully begged for

medical attention because, as he -

told a friend, he thought he was
dying.

At midnight Nov. 20, 1963,
guards coming on duty were in-
formed by those going off that the
doctor-on-duty should be called for
Stroud, Salstrom relates- in an
article in The Peacemaker, the
pacifist journal published in
Cincinnati. At 1 a.m. Stroud again
called for medical help to no avail..
Only after he was found dead in
his cell next morning was the
doctor called. The doctor's demand
why he had not been called dur-
ing the night was overheard by a
number of inmates. The man
whose tragic but inspiring story
of life  imprisonment became

- known to millions of Americans
through the movie, Birdman of

Aleatraz, might not have died if
he had been 'given medical at-
tention since , heart failure can
often be prevented by heart stim-
ulation.

Salstrom .wrote from prison
about Stroud’s death ‘at the time
but the letter failed to pass the
prison censor.
tevealed the facts and he also
documents other cases of mistreat-
ment of prisoners at Springfield.
In the summer of 1963, a young
man named Glenn May apparently

starved to death in soliltary con-

Now free, he has,

finement in the acute psychiatric
ward after being ttansferred there
by a psychiatrist who thought that
if May were ignored he might eat.
“Psychological factors of some sort
apparently were making it hard
for Mr. May to eat,” Salstrom
writes, “but he had eaten small
amounts of oatmeal and ice cream
almost regularly when coaxed by
other inmates while he was|in a
medical ward. He was apparently
never force-fed.”

In another instance, a prisoner
named Cox, who was unable to
work because he would black-out
on occasions, was put in “the hole”
for refusal to work. He died the
same day he was transferred:
while completely isolated. “The

medical staff had been cognizant

of his disease, a brain tumor, but
it was nonetheless possible for a!
guard to transfer him to isolation
in ‘the hole,”” recounts Salstrom.-

The almost daily incidents of
brutality on the part of the guards
included the breaking of a prison-
ers jaw by five guards attacking
him simultaneously. The victim
was not transferred to a medical
wardfor two days, when a psy-
chiatrist found his jaw was -
broken,

There is no doubt that there
is more violence in the acute psy-
chiatric ward (isolation) than else-
where in the prison. Says Sal-
strom: “I would not be exaggerat-
ing if I said that there is no re-
spect. in which the treatment of
inmates on that ward is as hu-
mane as the treatment accorded
the hogs up at the prison farm
piggery.”
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