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Four Indicted in Test
Of Cuba Travel Ban

The federal ,grand jury in
Brooklyn which for a month has
been investigating the recent trip
to Cuba by 58 American students,
handed down four indictments on
Sept. 27. The charges are “con-
spiring to recruit and arrange for
the trip.”

The announcement of the indict-
ment was made in Washington by
Attorney General Robert Ken-
nedy and by the federal prosecu-
tor's office in. Brooklyn.

Three pf those indicted — Levi
Laub, 24, Phillip Abbott Luce, 26,
and Stefan Martinot, 24, had gone
on the trip to Cuba. The fourth
defendant, Anatole Schlosser, 26,
did not go.

Two others, -Salvatore Cucchiari,
19, and Ellin Irene Shallit, 29,
were named as co-conspirators but
were not indicted.

The indictment alleged 31 overt
acts of conspiracy, such as organ-
izing a committee to promote the
trip, meetings in New York and

Buffalo, distribution of applica-
tion forms, ete.
There is no law forbidding

travel to Cuba, merely a State
Department edict. Thus the prose-
cution had to base the indictment
on the  supposed existence of a
“national emergency” empowering
the State Department to forbid
such travel. Prosecutor Joseph P.
Hoey told the court that “a pe-
riod of national emergency” was
now in effect, in regard to Cuba,
at least.

Permanent ‘Emergency’

A state of national emergency
was proclaimed in 1950 when
President Truman plunged the
U.S. into the “police action” in
Korea. It has been continued ever
since.

On Sept. 30 all four defendants
appeared voluntarily and were ar-
raigned before Judge Joseph C.
Zavatt. Defense Attorney Leonard
Boudin told the court that he was
representing a client in Hartford,
Conn. who is suing the State De-
partment for denying him the
right to travel to Cuba. Since that
trial, slated for Nov. 18, could have
a bearing on the students’ case,
he requested and was granted a
postponement till Dee. 2.

All defendants pleaded not
guilty. Boudin asked that they be
released in their lawyers' custody
(Schlosser is represented by Isi-

New York Forum

To Hear Luce

| NEW YORK—Phillip Luce,
| spokesman for the Student
Committee for Travel to Cu-
ba just indicted for defying
| the travel ban, will speak at
the Militant Labor Forum
Friday, Oct. 11, on the fight'
against the travel ban and
about his trip to Cuba.

Sharing the platform will
be Albert Maher, another of
the students who went to
Cuba. While there Maher
gave special attention to the
status of Cuban artists.

The meeting will be held at
8:30 p.m. at the Militant La-
bor Forum 'hall, 116 Univer-
sity Place.

HOLDING ON TO IT. Phillip
Abbot Luce holds aloft his pass-
port on return from Cuba. Gov-

ernment says it’s invalid be-
cause he went there and that
he should be jailed for going.

dore Englander). The prosecutor
demanded that each be placed
under $5,000 bail, arguing that the
fact that they had gone to
Cuba indicated that they were un-
trustworthy and could not be de-
pended on otherwise to show up
for trial.

Boudin pointed out that all were
residents of New York, that they
had appeared voluntarily and had,
indeed, returned from Cuba to
test the constitutionality of the
travel ban.

The judge released them in their
lawyers’ custody but restricted
their movements to New York City
and Long Island.

Civil Rights Forces Seek

By William Bundy

OCT. 2 — A serious crisis among
civil-rights leaders has developed
and a great debate has opened in
the movement since the Birming-
ham murders of Negro children.
The Birmingham events, and the
Kennedy administration’s inaction
in the face of them, have made it
apparent that the movement led
by Martin Luther King, Jr. has
reached a blind alley and a search
is on for new roads.

The debate involves the ques-
tions of non-violence versus self-
defense, political action, the ap-
proach to Congress and Kennedy’s

. eivil-rights bill, and tactics of civil

disobedience.

The doctrine of non-violence-
under-all-circumstances is now
being widely challenged even by
church leaders. For example,
Bishop C. Ewbank Tucker, of the
African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church declared in Louisville that
the Birmingham events have shat-
tered the hope that law and order
would be maintained in the Deep
South in the face of integration
moves and added:

“The Ghandi philosophy of non-
violence in situations of this kind
seems impotent and ineffective. As
one of the presiding bishops of a
church with a constituency of one
million — 70,000 of whom reside
in Georgia, Alabama and Missis-
sippi — I ecall upon our member-
ship in these states here and now
to arm themselves to repel any
illegal intrusions upon their per-
sons, the privacy of their homes,
or the sacredness of their institu-
tions. The same admonition applies
to our constituency in Kentucky.”

The Rev. Gardner C. Taylor, a
leading figure in Brooklyn’s Bed-
ford Stuyvesant area — the second
largest Negro ghetto in the coun-

AN IMPORTANT SPEECH BY CASTRO

New Ways to Press Fight

HOW LONG? Members of the Albany, Ga. Movement sang as they
were being jailed during demonstirations last year. But despite
willingness of 1,200 of them to choose jail, and despite valiant
efforts of Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, movement
was stymied by lack of effectwe leadership on part of King=

Wilkins officialdom.

try — has also supported the right
of self-defense, as have authors
Johin O. Killens and Louis Lomax.
(See statements page 2.)

The seventh congress of the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, held in Richmond last
week, witnessed an almost frantic
search for new tactics and an
atmosphere of disillusionment
with the Kennedy administration.
A detailed plan for civil disobedi-
ence was circulated there, au-
thored by Diane Nash Bevel, a

Affirms Guba’s Independent Foreign Pollcy

In an important policy speech
Sept. 28, Fidel Castro made it
clear that Cuba would continue
its policy of revolutionary opposi-
tion to U.S. efforts to crush his
government. He said that while
Cuba welcomed the current easing
of world tensions, it could not ac-
cept a situation where at the very
same time the U.S. was increasing
its efforts to “tighten the noose”
around Cuba.

“Clearly this situation determ-
ines our conduct,” he told a gath-
ering at the Plaza of the Revolu-
tion in Havana céelébrating the
third anniversary of the founding
‘of the Committées for the Defense
of the Revolution. Organized to
combat the counter-revolutionaries
on a block-by-block basis, the
rank-and-filé comrnittees also play
a thajor role in administering the
icountry’s tationing systéem and in
generally spurring the revolution
forward, The rally was also at-
tended by delegates to the econ=-
gréss of the International Union
of Architects meeting in Havana.

“We will niot accept & situation,”
Castro declared, “in ‘which ten-
sions decréasé while they inerease
For us. Wé @6 not Wwant tensions

to increase in the world. No, we
are happy to see tensions decrease,
But we cannot eonsider ourselves
at peaee with the imperialists, we
cannot consider ourselves at peace
with an imperialism that is in-
creasing its efforts to strangle us.”

In contrast to the Kremlin lead-
ers, who now seek te portray the
Kennedy administration as gen-
uinely desirous of peace, the Cuban
revolutionary leader declared that
as a “small, attacked, blockaded
country,” which .is the target of
sabotage and infiltration, “rio one
will ask us to give a beatific smile
to those imperialist enemies.”

Nuclear Pact

“They are our enemies,” he con-
tinued, “and we will know how
to deal with our enemies. This
sitiation will determiné our policy
in the intermational field, in the
United WNations and everywhere,
and will detérmine ouir attitude on
the nuclear pact, and will deter-
mine our aftitude with respéct to
the propesals on de-nucleariza-
tion.”

“Cuba,” he emphatically de-
elared,” ®has: ity ®wn lihe, which
corresponds to the .concrete éon-
ditions in wHich the Cuban Tev-

olution arises in hlstor-y, and. the
speeific conditions of that place
in the world where it arises —
the closeness of U.S. imperialism
and the brotherhood of a continent
exploited by that imperialism.”
Castro also disecussed the in-
dietment of the U.S. students who
had defied the ban on travel to
Cuba; andlyzed the social and
geonomit basis of racism in the
U.S.; and gave -the lie to recent
US, press elaims that Cuba has
abandoned its program of indus-
trialization. Commenting on the
‘military coup in Santo Domingo,

‘he showed how the overthrow of
‘the Bob¢h regime wab *preteter-

mined” by U.S. preservation of
the military there after the down-
fall of Trujllle.

Full Cgstro Speech
In Our Next issue
Our next issue will feature
the coniplete text of the Sept.
28 speech by Fidel Castro
which -is- repefted on in this
iSsue.

field secretary for the Student

Nonviolent: Co-ordinating Com-

mittee. The plan recommended

refusal to pay state and local taxes,

a general work stoppage, tying up

telephone lines by harassing cen-

tral switchboards with calls, and

blocking of communications be-

tween Birmingham and Montgo-

mery by sitdowns on highways, .
railroads and airfields. The plan

was not adopted, but elements of .
it were mentioned as posibilities

by Rev. Wyatt T. Walker, SCLC

staff director.

SCLC President Martin Luther
King, said the organization would
call for a boycott of Christmas-
gift buying, a measure being
pushed by author James Bald-
win and the newly-formed Artists
and Writers Committee for Jusa-
tice. The SCLC also approved a
civil-rights march on Alabama’s
capital, Montgomery, and a mas-
sive, direct-action campaign- in
Danville, Va.

White liberals have also entered
the debate with plenty of free
advice. For example, New York
Post editor James Wechsler de=
clared Sept. 30: “It would be ‘a
calamity if a call for ‘civil dis-
obedience’ became the battle-cry
of this hour.” This, says Wechsler,
would only “provide new ammuni-
tion for the do-nothings and know-
nothings in Congress,” and hurt
the chances of the civil-rights bill.

The ecrisis in the -civil-rights
leadership has been pr.écif:it_:a,f_éd,
not simiply by the shock of the
first loss of life in Bir am
after 52 unsolved bombings sinde
1946, but by the cool reaction of
the Kennedy administration to the.
murders and the Negro leaders’
reahzatmn that Kerfiedy is h‘lore
interested in appeasing the Seuth-
ern. Democrats for the 1964 elecr
tions than in defending Negroes.

Kennedy’s appointment of ex-
football ¢oach Earl Blaik and ex-
general Kenneth C, Royall to in-

(Continued on Page 6)
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2 Differing Views on Freedom Now Struggle

James Baldwin and Bayard Rustin

By Fred Halstead

NEW YORK — Author James
Baldwin told a Sept. 25 meeting
that he favored the formation of
a new third party to further the
Negro revolution because neither
the Democratic nor Republican
parties ‘“can move on this ques-
tion, both are useless in this rev-
olution.”

Baldwin made the statement
at Community Church in what
had originally been scheduled as
a meeting to disecuss “what next”
after the March on Washington.
He spoke along with Bayard Rus-
tin, a pacifist leader and deputy
director of the March. The meet-
ing, however, became another in
the series of mass gatherings
which have been taking place here
since the Birmingham murders. In
these the whole of American so-
ciety and ideology, and the strate-
gy and tactics of the Negro rev-
olution have been subjected to a
very profound criticism, 2

‘The Baldwin-Rustin discussion
was attended by some 1,400 peo-
ple, with another 1,000 unable to
get ingide the church, The meet-
ing was sponsored by several
pacifist groups and the Socialist
Party, with which Rustin is asso-
ciated.

Economic Roots

Baldwin, who explained that he
was speaking for himself and not
for any organization, said the Ne-
gro revolution must challenge the
economic system because the lack
of equality for Negroes is rooted
in economic exploitation. He de-
clared: “A few days ago it was
suggested by some of us that there
be no Christmas-gift buying in
order to bring pressure to bear
where the battle is, where the
money is . . . If one serves notice
on the economy, ultimately on the
banks, we'll begin to see some
notion of our potential power . . .
We're not begging for our free-
dom. It is up to us to take our
freedom.”

Baldwin told the audience, com-
posed mostly of young people —
about three-fourths of them white,
that the entire country is in a
serious moral crisis whether
whites realized it or not. He said:
“The only thing worse these days
than being a black man in Amer-
jea is being a white man in Amer-
jea . . . There is not one square
inch of American soil in which a
black man can be free, including
New York City. A vast complex
of interests make an awful lot of
money on segregation in New
York.

“] know Harlem. I know what
rents you pay for what you get.
1 know what you pay for the
poorest meat., I know what you
pay for shoddy clothing, for fire
insurance, for theft insurance, if
you can get it . . . Isn't it worth
considering what one might be
able to do if, instead of paying the
rent, one refused to pay rent? And
when they tell you it is illegal,
the answer is it’s immoral to pay
rent for this.

“We have been in the streets for
a long time, There is something

~ Weekly Calendar

CHICAGO

The MNuclear Test-Ban — Is It a Real
Step Toward Peace? Speaker, Frank
Lovell, Detroit unionist. Fri., Oct, 11, 8
p.m. Debs Hall, Room 210, 302 South
Canal St. Contrib. 50c (students, 25¢].
Ausp. Militant Labor Forum.

NEW YORK

PHILLIP LUCE, indicted Student Com-
mittee for Travel to Cuba spckesman,
speaks on the fight against the travel
ban and on his trip to Cuba. Also,
ALBERT MAHER, Harvard student who
made trip and gave special attention
to status of Cuban artists. Fri.,, Oct. 11,
8:30 p.m, 116 University Place. Con-
+rib. §1 (students, 50c). Ausp. Militant
Labor Forum.

tions , .

provocation .

area of Brooklyn.

On the Right of Self-Defense

The bomb-murders of Negro children in Birmingham “forces
a re-examination by serious Christians of the entire doctrine of
non-violence except as a tactical approach in selected situa-
[whites who congratulate Negroes on their non-
violence] have never advocated it for themselves in the face of
. . nor for the nation in the ‘righteous wars’ we
have waged to ‘make the world free.’” — Rev. Gardner C. Tay-
lor, pastor of Concord Baptist Church in the Bedford-Stuyvesant

“The American Negro is the victim of many myths . . . that
he is lazy, shiftless, that the Negro man is something of a sexual
superman, that he smells differently, that he wants only Cadillacs.
The new myth is that he is non-violent. We are completely in
favor of non-violence as a tactic, but the perpetration of the
myth that the Negro is non-violent is immoral . . . Raised to a
principle, nonviolence aids and abets the oppressor. If a white
man comes into my home to assault and attack, I will shoot
him . . . The time of open season on Negroes is over. The right
of self-defense is more important to Negroes than the vote.” —
Author Louis Lomax at a New York press conference of the new-
ly-formed Artists and Writers Committee for Justice.

dangerous about having so many
Negro boys and girls in the streets
for so long. The country has ad-
mired these people, but has done
nothing whatever to help them,
What is more, the country intends
to keep on admiring them — and
sending them to jail. It is years
now that some of these kids have
been going into the streets to be
beaten and arrested. They are
being beaten by the power struc-
ture, ladies and gentlemen, not by
some isolated policeman. Police-
men know whom they are work-
ing for.”

On integration, Baldwin said:
«It is not simply a question of
equality. It is impossible for any
Negro in this country to be fitted
into the social structure as it is.
The structure must be changed,
made more human, more humane
. .. We are not interested in the
offers to become part of what is
. .. to be just like Eisenhower . ..
We don’t want to become yet an-
other blank mediocrity . . .

“T,o0k at the myths white Amer-
ica has about me, about Negroes.
These myths are a symptom. A
sympton of the most extireme
emotional, sexual and spiritual
poverty and panic of the Amer-
ican people . . . When this white
society can produce children who
can do what those black children
in Birmingham did, then we may
be able to talk about equality . ..

Whites Afraid to Speak

“We can win, We can turn this
country into something a little less
difficult for a man to be a human
being in . . . Whites are afraid to
speak, to act on conscience, to act
like men . . . It is not important to
be safe. It is not important to get
that new car. It is not important
to ‘make it It is important to be-
come a man. It is important to
say: ‘I will not choose between a
lesser of two evils, between these
two political machines with their
Nixon, Goldwater, Kennedy and
the rest of a long and dreary
]jne" »

On political action, Baldwin
said: “We are not, are we, at the
mercy of our political institutions?
Can’t we change them? . . . Must
we support the party of Eastland?
Must we go along with the ad-
ministration and its cynical, I re-
peat, cynical appointment of an
ex-football player and an ex-gen-
eral to investigate Birmingham?

The meeting was chaired by
David Livingston, president of
District 65 of the Retail, Whole-
sale and Department Store Union,
AFL-CIO, who had just returned
from Birmingham. He declared:
“It is out of this world to talk of
mediating between white and
black in Birmingham . . . That is
like talking about mediating be-
tween Hitler and the Jews on the
problems of Jewish people in Ger-
many . . . Personally, I am con-
vinced it will take an occupation
by federal troops . with a
healthy sprinkling of Negro sol-
diers in the units.”

Bayard Rustin, however, op-
posed the idea of calling for fed-
eral troops to Birmingham, “I am
tired of being on the defensive
about non-violence,” he declared.
The next stage in the revolution,
he said, should be a massive cam-
paign of civil disobedience, He
was inconsistent in this complete
pacifism, however, when he said
an object of this campaign would
be to force the government to ap-
point judges who would bring ra-
cist criminals to justice. This, of
course, would involve police, who
— like federal troops — carry
guns and clubs and whose effec-
tiveness likewise springs directly
from their capacity to exercise
force and violence.

Fake Arguinent

Rustin did not simply declare
that, out of pacifist principles, he
personally could not agree to tac-

‘tics of self-defense. Instead, he

argued that the only alternative
to complete non-violence is ag-
gressive and illegal violence. Such
talk is irresponsible as well as
false. It undermines the Southern
Negroes who are now taking prac-
tical self-defense measures in their
neighborhoods and who need to
have their constitutional rights of
self-defense defended as widely as
possible, especially by civil-rights
leaders.

Rustin also declined to break
with the idea of supporting Dem-
ocrats or Republicans. Instead, he
advocated the position known as
“re-alignment” whereby people
are supposed to go on voting for
“liberal” Democrats or Repub-
licans while they hope that all
the reactionaries will join one
party and all the liberals will
join the other. This pipe-dream
position is advocated by such
groups as the Communist Party
and the Socialist Party, which
are oriented toward attempting to
gain their aims within the white
power structure, It is simply a
window-dressing excuse for con-
tinued support to the Democratic
Party,

Despite all this, however, Rustin
reflected the new militancy. He
discussed such tactics as rent
strikes and said the movement
should develop “in each communi-
ty a bunch of angelic trouble-
makers, to make things unwork-
able through non-violent civil dis-
obedience.”

At one point in the meeting, a
member of the audience asked
Baldwin if there aren’t any good
Democrats. Baldwin  replied:
“Suppose a radical Democrat got
elected. He would be window
dressing for the old machine. That
is what has already happened . . .
The liberal Democrats are in the
window, and the Dixiecrats are in
positions of power. The point is
simply that neither party can move
on this question, Both are useless
in this revolution. It is not that I
wish to insult any of the noble
souls which may be trapped
within either parfy.”

Automation and other technolo-
gical changes are the main reason

for an increase in productivity
(output per man-hour), which is
eliminating at least 200,000 factory
jobs a year. Along with this de-
cline, the labor force is expected
to increase 17% (12,500,000) be-
tween 1960-70, compared to a 13%
increase in the period 1950-60.

These figures, released by the
Bureau of Labor Statisties, in-
clude a survey of 200 manufactur-
ing industries for the period 1957-
61 revealing that output per man-
hour increased 17.7% while pro-
duction of goods increased only
7.8%. The companies being sur-
veyed closed the gap between in-
creased individual productivity
and overall production by elim-
inating or laying off 1,094,000
workers.

* * *

Workers who are laid off be-
cause of automation will get little
satisfaction from the speech by
President Kennedy in Whiskey-
town, Calif. Speaking of the prob-
lems that will face Americans 40
years from now, he raised the pos-
sibility of a shorter work week
for then. This pie-in-the-sky for
current unemployed victims of
automation is reminiscent of a
speech not so long ago by At-
torney General Robert Kennedy.
Speaking on the Negro struggle,
he raised the possibility that this
country might have a Negro presi-
dent — in 40 years.

According to the Kennedy
brothers, all things come to those
who wait. Okay. Let them both
wait in Whiskeytown for 40 years
while the Negro people and labor
act to solve their problems now.

@ % &

The Valachi revelations are a
publicity gimmick and a hoax, says
the Sept. 20 Missouri Teamster,
official organ of Teamster Joint
Council 13 in St. Louis. The labor
paper cites the following evidence:
1) The Philadelphia Bulletin re-
ported Sept. 14 that a psychiatrist
found Valachi to be “suffering
from a paranoid state” just a week
before the feds put him under
special guard as a canary. 2) A
Sept. 15 UPI report stated that
Justice Department officials ad-
mitted that Valachi was a low-
ranking thug, had “good” and
“bad” days, and didn’t tell them
anything they didn’t already
know.

“Why then the inordinate bally-
hoo?” asks the Missouri Team-~
ster. The paper answers: “Those
who know Attorney General Rob-
ert Kennedy know that this is his
kind of meat. It is the kind of
story that conditions those citizens
who don’t bother to analyze what
they read . . . It is the kind of
story that builds a climate for two
of Kennedy’s pet projects — a
wiretap bill and Hoffa's scalp.”

& & &

A hidden camera in the men’s
washroom of the American Tele-
phone and Telegraph Company
in New York incensed union mem-

- bers and brought strike authoriza-

tion for Local 1150 of the Com-
munications Workers of America.

The strike threat was ended
when the camera, purportedly in-
stalled to catch someone who was
defacing walls with obscene draw-
ings, was removed.

Before its removal the union
recorded a statement which could
be heard by anyone telephoning
JU 2-1818 in New York. The state-
ment condemned the use of hidden
cameras while it also expressed an
interest in apprehending the wash-
room culprit.

In addition to the embarrass-
ment caused by the hidden camera,
workers were probably angered
that a detective agency installed
the device during contract negotia-
tions with the company. Reports

on these negotiations can be heard
by dialing the above phone num-
ber. This is a far better use of
technology than hidden cameras.

® &k

The United Mine Workers Jour-
nal devoted its Sept. 15 editorial
page to an article describing the
Aug. 28 March on Washington.
Written by editor Justin MecCar-
thy, a participant in the March,
the article concludes, “I join with
them, as a white American, in say-
ing ‘We shall overcome.’”

& % ®

8,000 Textile Workers Union
members went on strike against
250 dyeing and finishing plants in .
New York and New Jersey on
Sept. 30. Earlier they had rejected
a three-year contract despite the
fact that the union’s negotiating
committee had recommended its
acceptance.

A spokesman for Local 1733 in

‘Paterson, N.J., which has 4,500

members, said they disliked the
contract’s vacation plan which left
vacation dates to the discretion of

management. The  spokesman
added, “we ‘also want more
money.”

* * ®

The cost of living rose five-
tenths percent in July raising the
index to 107.1 or 1.5 percent
higher than a year ago. Increase
in food, medical-care and housing
costs helped account for the new
rise.
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THE TWO-PARTY TRAP

Labor’s Failure Is Proof Negroes Can’t Gain from Democrats

By Tom Kerry

The Negro Freedom Now strug-
gle is today undergoing the agoniz-
ing pangs of a leadership crisis.
Conservative spokesmen, who have
until now placed upon the move-
ment their stamp of massive, pas-
sive, non-violent resistance, are in
a mood of guestioning uncertainty,

The frightful toll exacted by the
racist hooligans for the inching
progress made in breaching the
Jim Crow barriers; the growing
conviction that the Kennedy ad-
ministration has no serious inten-
tion of using the federal power to
defend the rights of Negro citizens;
the emotional letdown following
the Aug. 28 March on Washington,
have given rise to a feeling of
frustration, indecision and disil-
lusionment.

Writing from Richmond, Vir-
ginia, in the Sept. 29 New York
Times, reporter M. S. Handler ob-
serves: “Delegates to the seventh
annual convention of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference
departed for their homes today
uncertain about the future course
of the civil-rights campaign,”

Disappointment that the high
hopes raised by the Washington
march had failed to materialize
was the prevalent feeling among
the delegates, “It was generally
assumed by the Negro people,”
says Handler, “after the march
that the walls of segregation would
come crumbling down as did the
walls of Jericho,

“The walls are still standing,”
he adds, “and the Negroes are
wondering why."”

It would be more precise to pin-
point these illusions as being
characteristic of the conservative

A BASIC RIGHT. The right to
a decent job is an essential in-
gredient in establishing Negro
rights. Like the labor move-
ment, Negroes face two-party
opposition to effective program
to expand job opportunities.

leaders rather than of the Negro
people. The objective of the march,
as defined by the prime movers,
was to put pressure on Congress
to enact the Kennedy administra-
tion’s civil-rights measures. With
the march restricted within this
framework, Kennedy was per-
mitted to evade his responsibility
as executive head of government,
to curb the racist hate-mongers.

The prospects of civil-rights leg-
islation, weak and inadequate as
the Kennedy measures are, seems
more remote now than before the
march. With the pressure deflected
from Kennedy to the less vulner-
able Congress, the head of the

Democratic Party can continue to .

play politics-as-usual with the
civil-rights issue. To offset the
feeling among the delegates at the
SCLC convention that Congress
will again prove to be the grave-
yard of civil-rights legislation,
Handler reports that Roy Wilkins,
executive secretary of the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, “sought to re-
assure the delegates,” that “con-
trary to gloomy forecasts a strong
bill would emerge from Congress.”

Some illusions die hard. Espe-
cially when deeply imbedded in
a ‘“leader” who has lost touch
with reality, A man in a much
better position to know the work-
ings of Congress, Representative
Adam Clayton Powell Jr. of Man-
hattan, dismissed the
statement as so much wishful
thinking. Powell, says Handler,
“assured the convention that Con-
gress would not pass President
Kennedy’s bill this year and that
the white man has already given
everything he ever intended to
give to the Negroes.”

Inevitable Result

“From now on out,” Powell
added, “the Negroes must them-
selves fight for anything they can
get.” What is true of “from now
on out,” has been equally true of
the past. Reliance upon the Ken-
nedy brothers along with their
band of liberal supporters, follow-
ers and hangers-on, has led fo one
disheartening compromise after
another, An inevitable result of
such demoralizing compromises is
to lead the Freedom Now move=
ment into a blind alley.

“The delegates gloom,” reports
Handler, “was deepened during
the convention by repeated asser-
tions that the Negro people ‘have
been betrayed by Democrats and
Republicans,” and that ‘we have
been duped or have duped our-
selves’ in believing that the chains
of segregation have been broken.”

Therein lies the nub of the
problem. The Freedom Now move-
ment is, in its essence, a political
struggle. In the South it involves
a bitter struggle to win the ele-
mentary democratic right of the
Negro to vote. In the North, where
Negroes have acquired the nominal
right, it involves the question of
how best to use this weapon to
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advance the fight for Negro equal-
ity.

This much is certain — so long
as the conservative leaders remain
at the head of the movement and
are able to impose their policy of
looking for salvation to the white
liberals of the Democratic and Re-
publican parties, the long and
dismal record of betrayal will be
repeated without end.

Poor Example

One need only look at the dreary
result of the almost identical
course pursued by the American
labor leaders. Their policy of “re-
warding friends -and punishing
enemies,” which lies at the root
of their coalition with the Demo-
cratic Party, has led to political
impotence. Like the conservative
civil-rights leaders, the union
heads are rewarded with an occa-
sional visit to the White House for
a friendly “chat” where they are
charmed into another rotten com-
promise at the expense of the peo-
ple they represent,

The so-called two-party system
is the greatest political hoax ever
perpetrated upon the people of this
country. Both capitalist parties are
controlled from top to bottom by
the monied interests, The sham
battles in which they are periodi-
cally engaged are so much dust
to blind the people to their real
character as representative of the
capitalist ruling class. That is the
class whose privileges, power and
profits, rest on the exploitation of
labor, white and black; who fa-
thered the Jim Crow system and
profit by its continuation; who
rule as a minority through force
and deception and who find the
two-party system perfectly tailored
to serve their needs.

For the Negro people and the
white working class the two-party
system has proven to be a ceme-
tery of blighted expectations. Up-
on its grisly gate should appear
the warning inscription: Abandon
All Hope, Ye Who Enter Here!
The Negro-Labor Democratic Party
coalition, which embraces mil-
lionaire and wage slave, Negro
and Dixiecrat, labor and capital, is
a grotesque product of the two-
party system,

So grotesque in fact, that those
who stand determined to maintain
the jerry-built structure, are fear-
ful for its continued existence. I
refer here, not to its capitalist
beneficiaries, but to those who
presume to speak for the duped
masses and who quake in fright
at the revolutionary consequences
attendant upon the collapse of the
coalition — the labor officialdom,
the conservative Negro leaders,
and yes, some who even call
themselves “socialists.”

All these, and more, have rallied
to assault the advocates of a Free-
dom Now Party who call for a
break with the coalition monstros-
ity and an end to the two-party
swindle. As against the Freedom
Now Party and an independent
labor party they advance the
prospect of “reforming” the two-
party system. That is, to work for
the creation of a genuine two-
party system, with all the “lib-
erals” in one party and the “con-
servatives” in another,

Political Quackery

This has become known as the
policy of realignment! As one
might expect, this slick piéce of
political quackery was conceived
in the fertile brain of labor’s fore-
most windbag, Walter Reuther. It
was subsequently taken up and
adopted by ‘the political pundits
of the Norman Thomas Socialist
Party. The August 31 issue of the
SP paper, New America, devotes
a full page to the subject entitled:
“Socialists and Civil Rights,” writ-
ten by Michael Harrington.

The only solution in the fight
for Negro equality, says Harring-
ton, “must be a political realign-
ment in America,” “We have a
two-party system,” he adds, “but
no real party alternative, no party

power for both of them.

DETERMINED PARTNERS. Kennedy and Eastland may ex-
press differing views on some issues but they are equally dedi-
cated to advancement of the party that is the source of political

a civil-rights fighter can whole-
heartedly support, If there were
a realignment, if Negroes and
whites with the same urgent need
for social change pooled their re-
sources in a single movement
which was uncompromisingly for
civil rights and housing, and edu-
cation, and a decent wage, then
there could be real progress in
the land.”

Harrington is purposefully vague
about the real character of his
proposed genuine “second party.”
This is characteristic of all advo-
cates of “realignment.” When
forced to be more specific they
are compelled to admit that what
they have in mind is a second
“liberal” party of capitalism
within the framework of the
American two-party system. The
two-party system itself is consid-
ered a sacrosanct and inviolable
aspect of American political life.

The idea seems so neat and
simple, The only hitch is that the
liberals have no intention of join-
ing any such movement. As prac-
tical politicians they are primarily
concerned with the arithmetic of
political power. The coalition suits
them perfectly.

Kennedy’s Ilk

The Kennedy's and their ilk
find it advantageous to balance
the conflicting elements of the
coalition against one another in
order to subordinate the whole to
the interests of the ruling capi-
talist clique. The present arrange-
ment suits them fine.

As for the Dixiecrats, the one-
party South gives them tremen-
dous power in Congress when the
Democrats are in control and a
balance-of-power role under the
Republicans. With the exception
of a few lunatic-fringe mavericks
they show no desire to surrender
their favored position.

As a result, Kennedy clings to
the Dixiecrats, the liberals cling
to Kennedy, the union officials
cling to the liberals, the conserva-
tive Negro leaders cling to the un-
ion heads and the liberals, with
the Norman Thomas-Michael Har-
rington “socialist” little red wagon
tagging on behind.

In essence, what the so-called
policy of realignment amounts to,
is the admonition that the Negroes
wait until the liberals and labor
statesmen are ready to move; to
go slow and not upset the coali-
tion applecart.

How Cuba Uprooted
Race Discrimination

By Harry Ring
16 pages 15 cents

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

But the Negro Freedom Now
fighters are learning through bit-
ter experience that they will have
to upset more than one applecart
before they achieve their goal of

full and complete political, eco-

nomic and social équality,

The great merit of the Freedom
Now Party is that its success will
mean the shattering of the reac-
tionary coalition alliance that
serves as a prop for the whole Jim
Crow system.

It provides a way out of the
blind alley into which the civil-
rights struggle is being led by the
conservative Negro leadership.

It gives proper perspective to
the struggle for Freedom Now.

Above all, it can clear the road
for a genuine alliance between the
exploited working class and the
Negro people, both of whom con-
front a common enemy — the
white power structure, otherwise
known as the American capitalist
ruling class.

The argument that the Negroes,
as a minority of the population,
are therefore unable to take the
initiative in the formation of their
own political party is perniciously
false and downright
What benefits have been brought
the Negro people by being includ-
ed in the majority Democratic
Party coalition? What benefits has
it brought the white working man
and woman? What, if any, to
other minorities?

By boldly striking out on their
own, the Negro masses can spark
a political revolution in this
country, capable of lighting the
way for a genuine alliance of
eqguals between a Freedom Now
Party, led and controlled by Ne-
groes and an independent labor
party, based on the trade unions.
That is the only realignment
revolutionary socialists find worthy

of fighting for.

Vancouver Sun Columnist

Takes a Second
Look at Cuba

A section of this top-notch
report on Cuba was serialized
in The Militant. Now the
complete report is published
by the Canadian Fair Play
for Cuba Committee.

35 cents

Order through
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

dishonest.
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The Test-Ban Treaty

The Senate vote on the limited nuclear-test-ban treaty oc-
" casioned no celebrations by Americans because its ratification was
regarded as a foregone conclusion. ‘The comman people of this
country — and of the world —' are overwhelmingly for such a
ban because they want an end to the poisoning of the earth’s
atmosphere, They also hope that this marks the beginning of
nuclear. disarmamanet. ;

But it would be a grave misconception to think the 80
senators who voted for the treaty — or the Kennedy administra-

' +tion which submitted it — were motivated by such feelings.

The pack of cold warriors, jingoes, crooks, racists, demagogues
and hired hands of big business, who constitute the Senate — and
the administration — would go on poisoning the atmosphere in-
definitely if it were to their collective profit. They certainly did
not ratify the treaty out of hopes of disarmament. They regard
war preparations as ‘“the health of the state” and the economy.

k They voted for it for other reasons. Its greatest merit in their
eyes was that it drove a wedge between the Soviet Union and
China” And- any further U.S. steps towards a relaxation of ten-
sions with the USSR will be carefully calculated to deepen this
split, to isolate China further, with the long-range goal of destroy-
ing first one, then the other. One of Kennedy’s short-range goals

- undoubtedly is a deal whereby Khrushchev abandons Cuba.

A second consideration was that the treaty would give U.S,
iz"nperialisms “image” some badly needed “peace-loving” and
“concerned-for-the-welfare-of-humanity” -make-up at htt]e real
cost.

That four-fifths of the truculent Senate voted for the treaty —
even to garner the advantages listed above — was because the
U.S. surrendered little or nothing. The top brass reassured the
senators that nothing was yielded, that the U.S. was getting the
better of the USSR in the deal. Underground testing — the U.S.
specialty — remains unlimited and will be stepped up. (It also
.poisons the atmosphere through venting of gases into the air.) No

“hindrance is put on the stockpiling of more nuclear weapons or
.~ the arming of U.S. allies with them.

While those who agitated for a test ban may justifiably feel
gratified — inadequate though the treaty is — they must not
* slacken the anti-war struggle on the assumption that commonsense
has now prevailed in Washington and things will automatically
get better. They must make the banning of underground tests and
total nuclear disarmament their objectives. And above all they
must be on the alert for any moves against China or Cuba.

Why Bosch Was Overthrown

The inilitary coup which overthrew Dominican President Juan
Bosch is typical of the alternating pattern of army rule and phony
democracy in most of Latin America.

Bosch’s government was a regime born, destined and de-
signed to be overthrown.
[ The extremes of poverty and wealth in the Dominican Re-
public and most other Latin American countries are too great to
permit parliamentary democracy. The U.S. interests and the tiny,
native ruling classes there can maintain their economic dominance
only by force — i.e., military rule. Allowed true representative
government for an extended period of time, the impoverished
masses of workers and peasants would redress too many of their
economic wrongs — or might try to change the economic system
completely. There is no large middle class in these countries on
which the capitalists and landowners can safely base a political
* democracy.
4. So a military or “strong-man’ regime is the basic and “nor-
‘mal” form of government. But when a dictator becomes too dis-
credited or is toppled, an interim regime is needed. Such a regime
will promise social and economic reforms and is permitted to
operate under the trappings of democratic rule. But'its tenure of
office is intended to last only until the popular effervescence has
quieted down enough to allow the reinstallation of dictatorship.

In the first months of the Cuban Revolution the moneyed

classes of Cuba and U.S. imperialism thought Castro was of this

classic type. They believed he would soon forget all his talk about
changmg thlngs for the benefit of the poor, that he would soon
see “reason” or succumb to the corruption of office. On the other
hand, they figured, should he prove to be an incorrigible idealist
and dreamer, then such a fool would not be difficult to overthrow.
" But the Cuban Revolution and its leader were not of the familiar
pattern and the Cuban ruling class and Washington learned a
bitter and terrifying lesson. '
But Bosch is the kind of reformer Washington approves of.
He served his purpose well. The only convincing note of regret
detectable amid Washington’s lamentations and crocodile tears for
him concerns the timing of his overthrow. Less than eight months
. in office — it was a bit hasty! Since the Cuban Revolution public
opinion in the U.S. as well as in Latin America must be taken
more into account. Otherwise too many people W111 catch on
to the game

A Vlew of fhe Nuclear Pacf

Attempt to Isolate China a War Danger

By Hugh B. Hester

The cardinal question posed by
the treaty to ban partially further
bomb testing is whether this will
promote peace, that is, reduce in-
ternational tensions by generating
greater trust among the sovereign
states. It is already obvious that
there has been general public re-
lief through greater hope of avoid-
ing thermonuclear war.

President Kennedy, Premier
Khrushchev and many other top
officials have noted this and have
expressed the hope that this is
only the first short step on the
long and necessarily difficult jour-
ney to a co-operative world so-
ciety. Judging from the mass in-
formation media of the West, East-
ern Europe, the Soviet Union and
much of the uncommitted world,
Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Khrushchev
have scored a great political vic-
tory. Despite some discordant
notes, the wvast majority of the
people of both the United States
and the Soviet Union approve of
this partial ban on testing. And
this is probably true of the vast
majority of mankind, so great is
the fear of thermonuclear war. It
is possible — at least this writer
hopes it is — that the great pop-
ular enthusiasm generated by this
short step will encourage — force
would be a more appropriate
word — the leaders of the world
to take the'longer and more im-
portant ones necessary for achiev-
ing man’s ultimate goal of a world
without want, a peace of plenty,
possible now for the first time.

The leaders of the United States
have, from the President down,
verbally at least, been extremely
cautious in forecasting further
progress in reducing tensions with
the Soviet Union. The text of the
President’s message to the U.S.
Senate, setting forth the things
that the treaty does not do, un-
fortunately if taken literally,
leaves precious little latitutde for
hope. Premier Khrushchev on the
other hand, is much more en-
couraging as to its possible mean-
ing and merit.

This may merely reflect the dif-
ferences in the two personalities.
But it may also reflect the Presi-
dent’s fear that the United States
Senate is as yet unprepared for
any real thaw in the Cold War
and only by downgrading the
treaty’s meaning can ratification
be secured. Governor Rockefeller’s
rather left-handed endorsement of
the treaty (N.Y. Times, Aug. 12,
1963) and that of other prominent
personages supports this fear, But
if this is true, that is, if the lead-
ers of the United States are so
fearful of any real progress to-
ward peace, little if anything will
have been accomplished by ra-
tification of the partial bomb test
ban.

If, however, the massive public
support of this small move toward
accommodation with the present
major opponent, the Soviet Gov-
ernment, emboldens the President
to move vigorously toward ending
the Cold War, then this treaty
could mark an historic turning
point in man’s struggle for sur-
vival. While it is always danger-
ous to move from the national to
the international scene for pur-
poses of comparison, the result of
the President’s all-out support of
civil rights is encouraging. For no
public leader can remain.wholly
immune . from, or permanently
scornful of, the great popular
desire for a warless world in the
thermonuclear age.

If Mr. Kennedy has really de-
cided to pursue this course, he
must start soon a massive educa-
tional program for this purpose.
And judging by the magnitude of
the support he is now receiving in
his civil-rights struggle for hu-
man dignity and equality of op-
portunities for all, an all-out
struggle for peace still might win,
despite the well organized and
financed opposition to it in the
United States, It is certainly worth

About the Author

General Hugh B. Hester
(Ret.) is a long-time spokes-
man for peace and social
progress. We are glad to pub-
lish his views on the test-ban
treaty and invite other views
on the issue. Our own esti-
mate of the treaty is present-
ed in an 'editorial on this

page. ‘

the try. But this will mean the
President must work for -all the
things which He said in his mes-
sage to the United States Senate
that the treaty does not permit,
and many more, such as non-re-
stricted travel for all people. and
non-discriminatory trade through-
out the world.

For this treaty alone will not
stop nuclear testing and it will
not in the end limit or restriet
membership in the Nuclear Club.
This can be achieved only by the
destruction of the nuclear weapons
themselves coupled with greater
freedom of travel and trade. Great
Britain, the United States and the
Soviet Union can no more main-
tain a monopoly of nuclear wea-
pons now than could the United
States at the end of World War
II, and for the same reasons. (See
Professor Joseph P. Morray’s ex-
cellent analysis of why the Baruch
Plan failed in his book, “From
Yalta to Disarmament,” a Monthly
Review Press publication.)

If the Soviet leaders could not
trust the United States Govern-
ment, their World War II ally,
with a permanent monopoly of
thermonuclear weapons, why
should any reasonable person ex-
pect the Chinese to trust their
security to that very same gov-
ernment, now their avowed pub-
lic enemy number one, or even to
their ally, the Soviet Government?
The latter is particularly pertinent
now with the apparent rapproche-
ment between these polar powers.

If deGaulle cannot trust Ken-
nedy, the leader of the Capitalist
bloe, why should Mao Tse-tung
trust Khrushchev, a leader of the

Socialist bloc? Again, why should.

the Chinese leaders be expected
to renounce their claim to these
weapons while the United States
continues to insist upon support-
ing the pretender to Chinese
power, Chiang Kai-shek? Or might
not the question be more approa-
priately phrased, while the Unit-
ed States Government occupies the
Chinese territory of Taiwan, the
Pescadores, Quemoy and Matsu?
And does this not constitute ag-
gression against China by the
United States? Certainly the Chi-
nese think so. And so do many in-
ternational lawyers.

So long as any nation retains
these weapons, will not all nations
have the right t{o them? And will
not the other big powers struggle
ceaselessly until they too acquire
them? And further, will not this
struggle in itself generate addi-
tional grave international tensions?
It is encouraging nonetheless to
note that both President deGaulle
of France and Prime Minister
Chou En-lai of China have urged
the destruction of these weapons.
And the Chinese leader has even
called for an international con-
ference to consider this. Should
not the United States, the Soviet
Union and the other powers accept
this invitation?

The temptation of some in pow-
erful positions and the mass in-
formation media generally to sup-
port the partial treaty ban in the
stated hope that this will deny the
bomb to China is extremely dan-
gerous, Additional efforts to furth-
er isolate this great people are cer-
tain to increase international ten-
sions greatly and prove disastrous
for the world in the end. Will it
ever prove possible to have world
peace without Chinese participa-

tion? The answer of most of the
experts is no. And would this still
be true, even if the Soviet Union
and the United States were  to
unite their vast military forces in
an attempt to force peace upon
the rest of the world? This time
the answer is an emphatic yes,
for no nation or group of nations
can permanently control the
world,

China belongs in the United Na-
tions, And the refusal of the Unit-
ed States Government to permit
China to take her Charter when
Mao came to power in 1949 was, if
I may quote the great French
statesman, Charles Maurice deTal-
leyrand (1754-1838), “Worse than
a crime, it was a blunder.” As a
leading New England editor re-
marked to this writer in April
1959, “This single irrational act
has done more damage to the
United Nations and World Peace
than all the Soviet vetoes com-
pounded and multiplied many
times over.” The prolonged at-
tempt to isolate the Soviet Union
after World War I contributed
substantially to the failure of the
League of Nations and thus made
World War II inevitable. And its
continuance since World War II
has contributed materially to the
threat of thermonuclear war and
all the current war madness.

The dangerous similarity be-
tween this country’s relationship
with the Soviet Union then and
with China now should be obvious
to all informed people. It is also
important to understand the like-
ness between this treaty, with its
present limitations, and its proto-
type, the Kellogg-Briand treaty of
1928. For if progress towards
peace stops here, as happened with
the Kellogg-Briand treaty earlier,
this treaty is likely to prove a
great disappointment to the people
of the world and, therefore, men-
ace peace instead of promoting it
as hoped.

Is not now the time for Presi-
dent Kennedy to prove the sin-
cerity of his often expressed de-
sire to increase the power and
prestige of the United Nations by
urging that this' organization be
charged with the solution of the
problems of Germany, Taiwan,
Korea, Vietnam and Cuba? Since
these are world problems, should
not the world have a voice in
their solution? Is not this the time
to start liquidating the regional
military alliance system: NATO,
SEATO, the Warsaw Pact and the
others?  Many international ex-
perts believe all of these to be in-
consistent with an effective Unit-
ed Nations and that they consti-
tute a threat to world peace.

Is not now also the time to start
dismantling the monstrous nuclear
weapons system? Is this not ne-
cessary for the survival of man?
And is not this the time to start
debunking the propaganda lies
that mass murder weapons prom-
ote national security and peace?
Do they not promote the exact
opposite? Finally, is this not the
time to mormalize relations
throughout the nation-state sys-
tem and to universalize the Unit-
ed Nations? Is not the latter a
sine qua non of any permanent
peace? For in China alone, now
excluded from this world organ-
ization, reside almost one-quarter
of the family of man,

If the leaders of the United
States and the Soviet Union are
willing to use to the full their out-
standing power and influence for
achieving affirmative answers to
the above questions, then peace is
possible. If not, the United Nations
must fail as did the League of Na-
tions earlier. Thermonuclear war
then will also become inevitable
and much sooner than most seem
to think, probably within a decade.
For unless these weapons are de-
stroyed, some of them are certain
to go off. While there may be a
deterrent of terror, although I
doubt it, there certainly is no de-
terrent to error.
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By Michel Pablo

The decrees of March 1963 on
self-management, plus the tour of
Ben Bella from one end of the
country to the other after promul-
gation of the decrees, marked the
highest point so far reached by
the Algerian Revolution. Granting
to the Algerian workers the broad-
est rights now in existence in the
entire world in the field of man-
agemient of the economy, the
March decrees greatly stimulated
the movement known as “Manage-
ment Committees” while consoli-
dating and extending to the ut-
most under present conditions the
“vacated” sector of the economy
that has been brought under self-
management,.

More than 4,000,000 acres of
European and Algerian land are
at present under suc¢h administra-
tion, constituting already a de-
cisive sector of the agricultural
economy. '

In addition, many industrial en-
terprises are functioning under the
same administration, among them
some very important ones such as
the Verreries (glass works) de
VAfrique du Nord and the steel
foundry Acilor, both in the Oran
area.

The march decrees unleashed a
veritable revolutionary remobili-
zation of the peasant and worker
masses of the country,. illustrated
in, the most striking way at the
time of Ben Bella’s April 1963
tour, a tour interrupted at its
height ‘by the assassination of
Khemisti, the militant young min-
ister of Foreign Affairs.

Agrarian Reform

Then came the formation of
ONRA (Office National de la Ré-
forme Agraire) whose function it
was in principle to organize the
first phase of the Agrarian Re-
form,  already begun on the *“va-
cated” lands (nationalized de facto
in reality), under the present form
of self-managed farms, of “peo-
ple’s farms.”

Shortly after, came the launch-
ing of the national campaign for
democratic reorganization of the
self-management bodies, which
started on May 15 and which was
interrupted temporarily in some
places because of the harvest sea-
son.

This campaign aimed at reor-
ganizing self-management every-
where on a genuinely democratic
basis, in accordance with a strict
procedure relating to the designa-
tion by the workers themselves of
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an electoral commission entrusted
with conducting elections. :

The electoral commission regis-
tered the slates of candidates in
each agricultural or industrial en-
terprise, whether submitted by the
trade-union local of the farm or
factory or by any group of ten
workers (or jointly).

It posted these slates three days
before the vote, printed single
ballots listing all the candidates.
according to slate and held elec-
tions by secret vote. Each worker
hai the right to choose the candi-

dates of his preference all print- .

ed on the same ballot (by en-
circling the number preceding the
name of each candidate).

Next the electoral commission
counted the ballots before the
Workers’' Assembly, posted the re-
sults of the vote for another three
days, registering any possible con-

Ahmed Ben Bella

test of the outcome by the work-
ers, and then transmitted the com-
pleted paper work of. the elections
to the proper authorities for vali-
dation or possible rejection (in
case of fraud or irregularities com-
mitted during the election) of the
electoral results.

Thanks to this electoral cam-
paign for the democratic reorgan-
ization of self-management, -many
farms and factories now have reg-
ularly and democratically consti-
tuted bodies of self-management.

But during the development of
this campaign, many other lessons
were drawn concerning the func-
tioning. and the future of self-
management.

It would be pointless to conceal
the existence of certain dangers.

For self-management to succeed,
it is necessary for the state and
national organizations, the trade
unions and the FLN (Front de
Liberation National) in particular,
to help the workers overcome the
difficulties which they face in the
fields of credit, of merchandising
and the necessary technical staff-
ing of the farms and plants.

Now the' difficulties in these
areas can serve as a pretext for
the bureaucratic elements of the
Administration and_the national
organizations to deprive self-man-
agement of an essential part of
its prerogatives and reduce it to
more workers’ control in the
frame-work of a statized economy,
centralized and directed in an
authoritarian way from above.

In the absence of a powerful
ideological and political structur-
ization of the workers through a
genuine revolutionary party and
democratic trade wunions, the
growth of bureaucratism is almost
automatic and irresistible.

The inability of the workers,
under these conditions, to resolve
on their own all the questions
posed by self-management be-
comes the reason for being of the

x
o

=
3
o

administrative and political bu-
reaucracy, which appears as the
force that makes up for the fail-
ures and weaknesses of the work-
ers.

In Algeria, a wvast field of
particularly revolutionary experi-
ence marked by the absence of a
revolutionary Marxist party and
leadership, a battle, sometimes
confused, is now going on between
the democratic and bureaucratic
forces of the Revolution, center-
ing especially on the question of
self-management.

This battle will be decisive not
for the social but for the political
fate of the Revolution.

The Revolution can continue to
progress toward the economic and
social structures characteristic of
a workers’ state, that of an econ-
omy largely nationalized and
planned, freed from imperialism,
either in the form of an economy
democratically managed by the
workers or in the form of an
economy managed by a centralized
bureaucratic state.

It is on the issue of these two
roads of the Revolution that the
debate and the struggle among the
forces of the Revolution is now
taking place.

This, however, should not lead

.us to forget the wholly counter-

revoutionary struggle, which is
becoming sharper a.nd more ag-
gravated in Algeria as imperialism
and the native feudal, bourgeois
and petty-bourgeois reaction gain
awareness of the danger that
threatens their economie, political
and social positions.

Death Struggle

The transformation of Algeria
into a workers’ state is not an
enterprise which imperialism will
accept without the most violent re-
actions.

Those who forget this and who
analyze and judge the Algerian
situation light-mindedly, super-
ficially, by limiting themselves
solely to the phenomena of the
superstructure, fall into gross er-
ror.

Algeria is caught in the convul-
sions of a struggle to the death
between the Revolution and the
counter-revolution, in a very spe-
cific context, dominated by the
absence as yet of a conscious
Marxist-Leninist wvanguard and
leadership.

Algeria is advancing on the path
of the Revolution empirically, un-
der the instinctive drive of social
forces clashing in great ideolog-
ical confusion.

Those who seek to judge the real
advance of the Revolution by
phenomena of the superstructure
— religion, status of women, form
of the Constitution, and even form
of the political power and of the
party — could reach the conclu-
sion that the game has already
been won by the definitively
counter-revolutionary forces.

In despair over such a conclu-
sion they can resort to all kinds
of “ultra-left” “releasing 'of the
repressed,” including, arms in
hand, “camping” in the “under-
ground” of Dra-el-Mizan(1), in the
company of elements under com-
mand, consciously or unconsiously,
of imperialism.

This is the case with, the
“friends” (“copains”) so dear to
G. Martinet(2), who, before seek-
ing to impose on the Algerian Rev-
olution the ideal form of their
juvenile dreams, would do much
better, for example, to work to
rid France of the Gaullist dictator-
ship or Spain of bloody Francoism.

To intervene with arms in the

(1) Dra-el-Mizan is the village where
an armed group was recently captured.
The government charged that they were
linked with foreign agents.

(2) Gilles Martinet, editor of the weekly
Parisian France-Observateur and mem-
ber of the PSU (Partl Soclaliste Unifié),
recently wrote an article  accusing the
Ben Bella government of now holding
more European defenders of the Algerian
Revolution in prison than the Gaullist
government, r

‘New Turning Point in Algerian Revolution

“TOOK A REVOLUTION TO PUT US IN SCHOOL ” One of the
first, concerns of the Ben Bella government from the beginning
has been to provide homes and schooling for Algeria’s hundreds
of thousands of war orphans. These ynungsters, picked up on.the
streets of Algeria and placed in a mansion seized from the rich,
find school a lot more fun than trying to make a living shining
the shoes of French imperialists.

present course of development of
the Algerian Revolution, against
the government of Ben Bella,
which promoted self-management
and the Agrarian Reform, which
is defending courageously and
loyally the most resolute anti-im-

-perialist revolutionary struggle in

Africa and supporting the Cuban
Revolution, is the height not only
of the light-mindedness charac-
teristic of “ultra-left” confusion-
ism but of provocation, pure and
simple.

In face of such actions, the
mildness of the regime in reality
still remains great.

The real course of the Algerian
Revolution cannot fruly be judged
from the Marxist point of view
except by the way the structural
transformation of the country has
or has not progressed. That the
adopted Constitution sets up an
almost absolute bonapartist polit-
ical power; that the emergence of
the FLN, a little unexpectedly, as
the party controlling the govern-
ment and even the Assembly (be-
fore this party yet exists as a
revolutionary democratic organi-
zation holding a clear socialist
ideology) is a move of bureaucra-
tic character; that Boudiaff and
his comrades of the URS (Parti
de la Révolution Socialiste), a po-
litical tendency which can be
characterized by certain of its
aspects as “ultra-left,” have been
placed under house arrest, how-
ever comfortablé it may be, with-
out an early regular trial (which,
in our opinion, will. soon take
place); and that all these recent
political manifestations do not
square with socialist political dem-
ocracy is certain.

But so far as we are concerned,
we were from the beginning con-
scious of the inevitable limitations
of political democracy of the
regime in Algeria without thereby
concluding that the course of the
Revolution would necessarily be
blocked.

The Algerian Revolution is
again at a turning point. In a few
days the President, holding all the
necessary powers, will rebuild his
government, already abandoned by
the most pro-bourgeois wing,

He will have to recreate a gov-
ernmental team more homogene-
ous, more efficient, more dynamic
which will have to ‘promote the
extension of the Agrarian Reform,

on all the European and Algerian ‘
lands above a certain ceiling; re-

~organize the system of credit and -

wholesale trade in relation to the
needs of the socialized sector of
the economy; support and extend
the socialized industrial sector,
promote the formation of skills on
a mass scale at an accelerated rate
through the radical reform of :
technical and general schooling;
reorganize the administrative sys-
tem of the country, simplifying it,
on a community basis, the eco-
nomico-administrative unit indi-
cated by the Constitution; decide
on the fate of self-management on
the 'basis of the experience ac-
quired and against the attempts
of the bureaucratic wing of the
Revolution to alter it in favor of
a statized, authoritarian economy
administered from above.

We are firmly convinced that
this new stage of the Revolution
will likewise be passed through
successfully and that the process
of transforming Algeria into a
workers’ state will again be ac- .
celerated and will experience
veritable leaps ahead,

After all, this fundamental rev=
olutionary protess has not ceased
up to now to be the most rapid
of all the post-war socialist rev- '
olutions.

May the genuine revolutionists
of Europe and the world be ready
to defend more energetically than
ever the Algerian socialist revolu-
tion in its decisive phase.

Aug. 28, 1963
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Why a Freedom Now Party |How Members of New Party Are Selected

Wy WE NeEegp a FregpoMm Now
Party. Published by the Michi-
- gan Committee for a Freedom
Now Party, P.O. Box 5351, Mil.
Jet. Station, Detroit 11, Mich.
14 pp. Single copies 15 cents; 10
cents per copy for 100 or more.

Maybe you're already fed up
with the lying promises of the
Democratic and Republican par-
ties — especially when they pose
as friends of labor and the Negro
people. But in any case you will
profit from a pamphlet just pub-
lished by the Michigan Committee
for a Freedom Now Party. It not
only exposes the two big-business
parties, but tells what the Negro
people and their Freedom Now
movement can do about it.

Article by Worthy

Why we need a Freedom Now

'Party contains several articles. The
first is a speech given by Negro
journalist and civil-rights leader
William Worthy in Cleveland.
Worthy first raised the idea of a
Negro-led Freedom Now Party.
His speech takes note of the “de-
veloping sentiment for Negroes to
select their own candidates in the
1964 eléctions.”
. ' The program for such a party,
Worthy says, “must be defined by
young militants, on Negro cam-
puses, in Negro caucuses within
the discriminatory trade unions, in
the ranks of the unemployed,
among’ black intellectuals, within
the Muslim movement.”

“Pimid leaders,” he concludes,
“won't do things that need fo be
done, But the rest of us have it in
our power to change the nuclear-

racist-colonialist course of Amer- °

ican history. And thereby we can
change the destiny of the entire

world.”

Next items in the pamphlet are
the Call for the formation of a
Freedom Now Party and The De-
claration of Washington, which
was issued during the March on
Washington and avows.the aims
and purposes of a Freedom Now
Party. The Declaration begins with
the stirring words: “One hundred
years after Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation, we American Ne-
groes are resolved to end all po-
litical dependence upon the po-
litical parties upholding segrega-
tion and to take our destiny in our
own hands.”

11 Questions

The pamphlet concludes with’

Eleven Questions and Answers
About the Freedom Now Party, by
LaMar Barron, acting chairman of
the Michigan Committee For a
Freedom Now Party. Some ques-
tions raised are: Why do we need
another party? Why can’t we
operate through the existing par-
ties? How can you talk about our
political power — we are only
one-tenth of the population?
Wouldn'’t it be “racism” to form
our own party, when racism is
just the thing we are fighting
against?

In answering the last question
Barron says: “To tell you the
truth, I don’t care much what
whites say about this. It’s not our

welfare they are worried about,

but their own.” After explaining
this Barron adds: “We will gladly
co-operate, after we have formed
our party, with any non-Negro
persons, movements or parties that
have the same goal we have.”
This is a must pamphlet for all
Freedom Now fighters.
—Tom Leonard

REPORT FROM CUBA

[The following is reprinted from
Cuban Newsletter, a mimeographed
bulletin recently begun by Ca-
nadians living in Cuba, Its writers
state: “We have proposed this let-
ter describing, from our experi-
ence, life and conditions in Cuba,
hoping to convey a truer picture
to at least a limited number of
people back home."”]

® ok *

Is there democracy in Cuba?
Do the people have some say
about what'’s done, about who rep-
resents them in government?
When audiences in movie theaters
applaud at the appearance of their

revolutionary leaders on the
screen; when more than a million
people turn out for a demonstra-
tion in Havana, while simultan-
eously other meetings are taking
place in other parts of the coun-
try, they are indicating how en-
thusiastically they support their
government.

A new political party is now be-
ing formed in Cuba in order to
give direction to the political life
of the country — a party based
on Marxist-Leninist philosophy. It
will encompass workers and farm-
ers, professionals, and intellectu-
als, from all sections and all lev-
els. A mass meeting of the em-
ployes of the Cuban Institute of
Mineral Resources was held dur-
ing the month of March, There
was a binding provision that made
compulsory 90 per cent attend-
ance for the meeting to take place.
For two days running approxi-
mately 300 people spoke, discussed
and argued over the nominees
who were to be their political
representatives for the TUnited
Party. Some 13 or 14 will com-

World Events

Franco Press Hails Pact

The controlled press of dicta-
tor Francisco Franco spoke in
glowing terms of the new agree-
ments the U.S. has just signed to
retain air and sea bases in Spain
for five years. The agreements
will also bring an increase of U.S.
forces in Spain. The Franco gov-
ernment clearly felt reinforced by
this military alliance. In the words
of one Spanish paper U.S.-Franco
relations had passed from “col-
laboration out of necessity” in
1953 to “cordial cooperation” in
1963.

Venezuelan Strife

Guerrillas of the Venezuelan
Armed Forces of National Liber-
ation (FALN) almost totally
wrecked a large plant in Caracas
that was printing ballots for the
presidential elections scheduled
for Dec. 1, They distributed leaf-
lets denouncing the elections as a
fraud, The two mass-based parties
of the left, the MIR and CP, are
effectively banned from participat-
ing in the elections.

President Betancourt, trying to
pin the blame for the rising wave
of civil strife on the Cuban rev-
olutionary regime, revealed more
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than he intended, when he said:

“I guarantee this terrorism
would end in five days . . . if we
would establish diplomatic rela-
tions with Cuba . . . if we would
permit Communists freedom of
action . . . if we would sell oil to
Cuba . . ., if we would permit
Cuban propaganda here.” He did
not explain why these simple
measure were not taken, except
that “we believe in the ideals of
democracy.” Betancourt boasted
he had “weeded out” from public
schools 2,500 “Communist teach-
ers” since he came to power.

Indian CP Left Holds Rally

Dissident members of the Indian
Communist Party held a rally of
“surprising” size in Calcutta Sept.
28. Conservative estimates were

. 10,000. Despite orders of the CP

national leadership to stay away,
two communist members of Par-
liament spoke at the rally and the
acting Communist leader in the
West Bengal Legislative Assem-
bly presided. A. K. Gopalan, one
of the MPs, denied intentions of
splitting the party but said the
party leadership could be changed
by the membership at the na-
tional congress.

" Before the cheering crowd of
thousands he demanded that the
emergency Defense of India Rules
be canceled and that Communists
jailed under them for alleged pro-
Peking sympathies be released. He
warned the Nehru government
that because of the food shortage
the people might seize food from
the shops. and distribute it them-
selves.

Yevtushenko Blackout Ends

The non-conformist Soviet poet,
Yevgeny Yevtushenko, who came
under heavy attack last April for
publishing his uncensored auto-
biography in France, has had sev-
eral poems published in the Soviet
press for the first time since then.
Describing his trip home after
being officially and publicly re-

buked, he quotes his uncle in one
of these new poems as saying:
“Don’t be so sad: You've still got
hands, legs and even not too bad
a head.”

China-Cuba Friendship

The revolutionary government
of Cuba announced Sept. 26 the
beginning of a nation-wide week
of Cuban-Chinese friendship. The
celebration was opened with an
exhibition of the achievements of
the Chinese Revolution. The Chi-
nese Vice Minister of Education
arrived to represent Peking during
the friendship week. Meanwhile,
Cuban representatives were in
Peking for the celebrations of the
14th anniversary of the Chinese
Revolution.

Uncowed by Racists

In one of the countless recent
trials in South Africa against al-
leged terrorists, eight young men
— the oldest of whom was only
23— were given sentences to-
talling 98 years imprisonment, As
23-year old Johnson Miambo, de-
scribed as leader of a Pan-Af-
rican Congress group, was led to
prison after sentencing, he gave
the PAC salute and called out:
“History will absolve me.” All the
others convicted also gave the
PAC salute as they left the dock,
declaring: “Africa will be, free!”

The U.S. War of Atrocity

Comparing the methods of the
French army, which fought to keep
Indo China a colony, to those of
the American now carrying on a
neo-colonialist war in neighboring
South Vietnam, the newspaper
Realités Cambodgiennes, pub-
lished in Phnom-Penh, capital of
Cambodia, says:

“The French army fought hand
to hand, the American army levels

entire villages, massacres the in-

habitants by the hundreds, rounds
up the survivors into camps to
which the Diemist propaganda
machine sends its.emissaries.”

Monday, October 7, 1963

NEW EXPERIENCE. Members of Cuban rice co-operative attend
meeting which for first time in their work experience gives them
voice both on job conditions and production problems.

prise the party nucleus in this
Institute.

The regulations imposed for a
person to qualify for membership
are designed so that the best
workers are selected: participation
in voluntary work; enrollment in
the militia; exemplary work rec-
ord; excellent relations with fel-
low workers; participation in or-
ganizational activities; ete. Any
association with the Batista tyr-
anny are grounds for disqualifi-
cation. A minimum of 80 per cent
of the employes in their favor is
necessary for nomination,

Here is how the meeting went,
An accounting-machine operator
was nominated. Primarily through
his efforts, working 12 to 16 hours
a day, the previous years’ ac-
counting had been completed
thereby eliminating a backlog of
six months’ work, In addition, he
had stood guard twice a week,
four hours at a time, and had
gone cane-cutting on weekends.
Despite criticism of his hot tem-
per (“usually justified”), he re-
ceived a unanimous vote as an
exemplary worker and was nom-
inated to the “nucleus.”

One of the janitors was nomi-
nated. He did his work well, be-
longed to the militia, and did vol-
untary work. Probably most im-
portant of all was that he was
respected and liked by his fellow
workers.

Women had their share of nom-
inations. Efforts in raising funds,
clothing and equipment for a
school adopted by the Institute
won an attractive brunette, a typ-
ist, her approval by the workers.

The head of the union in the
Institute was turned down be-
cause of criticisms that he wasn’t
doing his work well, and because
of his abrupt manner with mem-
bers of the union. He was voted
down about 90 to 10,

The head of the nucleus of the
Revolutionary Organization (ORI)
was turned down for neglecting
his work in the Institute, for tak-
ing privileges that his position of-
fered, and for his habit of mak-
ing types of promises which were
not fulfilled. He was discussed
for three hours, and while he was
sharply attacked for these weak-
nesses, his abilities were dis-
cussed and praised as well. How-
ever, the majority said, “No.”

A second meeting is scheduled
for elections to give the workers
time to think over their choices.
This process is taking place all
over the country. In Cuba the
people choose their political rep-
resentatives and the Cuban people
are not afraid to express what
they think, or to criticize,

Thus with this real example,
the lie is given to the American
mourners and to cheap publicists

who cry about “dictatorship” and
“tyranny” in Cubh. There is some-
thing here to be learned by the
American people, who, being re-
stricted between voting between
Tweedle-Dum or Tweedle-Dee,
don’t get this kind of choice.

... CGivil Rights

(Continued from Page 1)

vestigate the Birmingham situa-
tion has been denounced by Bald-
win as “an insult to all Negroes.”

Blaik and Royall were met at
the airport in Birmingham by the
white politicians. They didn't even
bother to contact the Negro com-
munity independently, They issued
a statement through the segrega-
tionist mayor’s office telling how
their investigation would proceed.

So far, the Blaik-Royall mis-
sion has been very satisfactory to
the racists. The bombers have not
been uncovered, the Negroes are
still terrorized by Alabama police,
and the united’front of Negro lead-
ers has been broken along lines
desired by the white racists.

Birmingham’s segregationist
mayor, Albert Boutwell, issued a
statement when Blaik and Royall
arrived that Birmingham would
be all right if “outsiders” would
stop interfering. This was a re-
ference to Dr., King., Dr. King
declared Sept. 27 that demonstra-
tions in Birmingham would be
resumed if certain demands were
not met.

The next day, two conservative
Birmingham Negro leaders, Attor-
ney Arthur Shores and millionaire
A. G. Gaston, declared their faith
in the Blaik-Royall mission and
echoed the racist mayor’s argu-
ment by saying: “We feel there
is no need for any additional out-
side help at this time, and we
would hope there would not be
any additional outside interference
that would disturb our present
negotiations.”

So far Kennedy has succeded in
pushing the Birmingham mess
under the rug, No wonder Rev.
Wyatt T. Walker declared at the
SCLC convention: “I have no con-
cern whatsoever as to who wins
the election in 1964 It remains
for the movement to translate
this awareness of the uselessness
of supporting Kennedy into an ac-
tive policy of independent political
action — running Negro candi-
dates and opposing both the
Democratic and Republican par-
ties. Such a policy would make
the movement for Negro equality
a real political power, and that is
a basic requirement for real
progress.
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Letterns From COur Headenrs

[This column is an open forum
for all viewpoints on subjects of
general interest to our readers.
Please keep wyour leiters wunder
400 words. Writers’ initials will be
used, names being withheld unless
authorization is given for wuse.]

Travel Ban and Civil Rights
San Francisco, Calif.
As a former Negro labor leader
I should like to express my opin-
ion on the plight of the 59 Amer-
ican students who recently visit-
ed Cuba. The arrest of these stu-
dents is part of a continuing drive

10 YEARS AGO

INTHE MILITANT

“Federal Judge Harold R. Me-
dina who presided over the two
longest and most notorious trials
of the past decade has given us a
chemically pure demonstration of
the class nature of the American
courts and judiciary.

“He made almost daily head-
lines in 1949 during the nine-
month trial of eleven leaders of
the Communist Party . . . by his
hostile demonstrations against the
defendants and their attorneys. He
virtually directed the hand-picked
jury to find the defendants guilty
and ordered their lawyers jailed
for ‘contempt.’

“Exactly opposite was his at-
titude to the defendants and their
lawyers in .the investment-bank-
ers-monopoly case involving
America’s billionaires, including
the Morgan, Mellon, Rockefeller
and Harriman interests. On Sept.
22 after a nearly three-year trial,
Medina dismissed the govern-
ment’s six-year anti-trust suit
against the country’s 17 biggest in-
vestment banking firms, which
represent corporations with com-
bined assets of more than $100
billion.” — QOect. 5, 1953

20 YEARS AGO

“The capture of Smolensk —
‘gateway to the West,” as the Red
Army organ correctly terms it —
on Sept. 25, followed by still
further Soviet gains, has raised
as an immediate possibility the
victorious advance of the Red
Army in pursuit of the Nazis into
territories beyond its 1940 borders.

“To the Soviet masses and to
the class-conscious workers of the
world, who want to see the work-
ers’ state emerge victorious over
the fascist foe, this prospect is a
happy one. But to the capitalist
rulers the further advance of the
Red Army is a frightening specter.

“There is panic in the ruling
classes  of the countries the Red
Army is nearing — and that is
true equally of the Axis satellite,
Rumania, and the satellite of the
‘democracies,” the Polish govern-
ment-in-exile, For in both war
camps the capitalists remember
what happened when the Red
Army advanced into Poland in
1939 and into Bessarabia in 1940
. . . — the nationalization of priv-
ate property . . .

“The Red Army successes ap-
pear to be impelling a speedy re-
orientation of Washington and
London on the question of the sec-
ond front in western Europe . . .

“Typical was the Sept. 27 Unit-
ed Press dispatch which stated:
‘Either the Allies must open a
second front as quickly as possible
or face the possibility that the
Soviets may defeat the Germans
single-handed . ,

“Thus the basic conception of
the ‘democratic’ capitalists
stands revealed: they aim to
checkmate the Red Army and cut
it off from western Europe.” —
Oct. 9, 1943,

to betray the constitutional rights
of the American people.

The working people of America
have the right to think about, to
speak for, and to visit peace-lov-
ing peoples in other parts of the
world where integration has sue-
ceeded, and where the brother-
hood of man has been established.

Here in America, the unions, the
churches, and other organizations
should assist in the struggle of
the minority groups for better
education, housing and health pro-
grams,

If necessary, the federal govern=
ment should intervene in those
southern states where officials,
sworn to uphold the law, incite
mob violence in order to prevent
the Negro from gaining the equal
justice, equal education, and equal
employment opportunities to
which he is legally entitled.

The attempts to set worker
against worker because of .dif-
ferences of race, color, or religion
must be overcome, and peace and
goodwill established throughout
the world.

Let us work for better Amer-
icanism NOW as well as for to-

, IOrrow.

Lee Brown

From Indian Socialist
Chahpur Chakla,
Ahmedabud, India

A couple of days ago I received
two copies of your well-known
paper and its was a matter of
great pleasure to go through it
and to know about the activities
and progress of the working class
and socialist movement of the big-
gest capitalist country. I thank
You very much for it and also
thank "the comrades of the USA
for bringing out such a nice pa-
per.

I hope that I will get it regular-
ly. I would like very much to
study the socialist movement and
its development in the USA. I
would be very much pleased if
you could put me in contact with
three or four students and young
workers with whom I could dis-
cuss and exchange views and
ideas of the socialist movement.
Also I would like to exchange
literature of the socialist move-
ment from our country and the
USA. I am a lawyer and have
been associated with the labor and
socialist movement for the past
ten years. I will greatly appreciate
an exchange of views and ideas
with U.S. comrades.

I send my hearty congratula-
tions to the comrades of the So-
cial Workers Party on their suc-
cessful convention and on the
long-desired reunification of the
Fourth International.

Once more I thank you on be-
half of my comrades here and hope
that we will get copies of The
Militant regularly.

I would also like to send my
congratulations to the Negro fight-
ers for civil rights on their suc-
cessful March on Washington.

‘Chandulid Bhatt

Infamy in Birmingham
Livermore, Calif
I am more than shocked with
the outrageous, disgraceful way
those ‘“American” whites have
been and continue to behave
against our brothers and fellow
citizens, the Negroes, in several

parts of the country and especially
in Alabama and other southern
states.

It is a shame that will never
be erased from the annals of his-
tory.

The word “infamy” that Presi-
dent Roosevelt used in referring to
the Pearl Harbor incident can also
be justifiably applied to the bomb-
ing of that church in Birmingham
where a number of innocent
youngsters were killed. This erime
is more infamous and shameful be-
cause it was committed by Amer-
icans and not by foreign enemies.

To me and to thousands upon
thousands of decent Americans
those “nice Christian, democratic
white” citizens are just plain rats
obviously encouraged by the at-
titude of Gov. Wallace,

When is our federal government
going to severely punish those
despicable men who are giving the
entire world a very ugly picture
of America.

Stand up, you men in Washing-
ton!

Carlos U. Benedetti

Reuther's Speech in D.C.

Long Island City, N, Y.

At the March on Washington,
Walter Reuther, president of the
United Auto Workers, said the job
question is crucial; because we
will not solve education or hous-
ing or public accommodations as
long as millions of American Ne-
groes are treated as second-class
citizens and denied jobs.

True — 100 per cent! But in his
conclusion, Reuther decided that,
“The Congress has to act. And
after they act, we have much work
to do.”

In effect, what Reuther is tell-
ing us is that he won’t do any-
thing until someone else — Con-

gress — does what is his job in
the first place. In spite of two
good years in a row, there are
thousands of unemployed workers
in Detroit as a result of automa-
tion which mainly hits the Negro
workers there. Yet Reuther not
only refuses to come out for a
shorter work week, but even al-
lows overtime for those who are
working — which the unemployed
have fought against. How phony
can you get?

In this same speech Reuther
said, “There is a lot of noble talk
about brotherhood and then some
Americans drop the brother and
keep the hood.” Isn’t Reuther talk-
ing about jobs and forgetting about
them at the same time?

May I suggest that your organ-
ization call for a shorter work
week in all civil-rights organiza-
tions; and for civil rights and a
shorter work week in all labor or-
ganizations? Isn’t that the best
way to unite the white and black
workers (employed and unem-
ployed) in two common causes, in-
stead of being pitted against each
other as is now being done in
many cases?

: LW.

Yote Boss Candidates Out
Corbin, Ky.

Many workers feel they have
nothing to lose by not voting be-
cause all politicians are crooks
who pose as their friends until the
day after elections (which is true)
and those, who do go to the polls,
vote into office not their own rep-
resentatives, but are led into vot-
ing into office the political crea-
tions of the wealthy class.

The workers are told only what
the billionaire owners of the means
of production want them to hear,
by use of the press, radio and TV,

which in most cases are owned
by the wealthy class.

By this method the owners of
the means of production get the
workers to vote into office politi-
cians who will trample upon the
constitution in order to defeat the
just. demands of the workers.
When workers move to better their
precarious economic position the
newspapers are generally hostile
to them because any gains made
by the workers means a loss to
the owners of the means of pro-
duction.

What the workers must do is
go to the polls and vote out of
office the political creations of
the owning class and vote into
office men and women of all col-
ors, races and creeds who will
work for the well-being of the
nation as a whole.

With a new breed of men in of-
fice we could have a crash drive
on the rat-infested slum areas that
millions of Americans are forced
to live and die in, This in itself
would create employment. And the
workers employed would have the
means to buy needed goods and
services and this would create em-
ployment in other fields,

If the working class can unite
and place men of good will in of=
fice, laws could be enacted that
would clean up the mess that we
now find ourselves in, This na-
tion could be a showpiece of dem-
ocracy, having cleaned up our own
backyard by wiping out slums and
poverty. We could then move to
aid other nations in their hopes
and dreams of a better way of life,
And I may add that a good start
would be for the workers to begin
to rid their unions of all the labor
fakers who have misled them in
the past.

Reader

It Was Reported in the Press

Man With a Vision — The Sept.
25 New York Times reported that
Lt. General Wallace M. Greene,
just appointed by President Ken-
nedy as new Marine Corps Com-
mandant, envisions that by the end
of the 1970s the U.S. could launch
a rocket with a 12,000-man battle
team from Camp LeJeune, N.C.,
to a trouble spot in Africa in 80
minutes.

Revelation — In a recent pro-
nouncement, Mrs. Ngo Dinh Ngu,
“first lady” of the South Viet-
namese tyranny, announced: Bud-
dhist priests don’t exist in Viet-
nam. Actually, they are saboteurs,
or naive people directed by the
Communists toward burning them-
selves.”

Theological Retooling — In a
demonstration of its capacity to
keep relatively abreast of the
times, the Church of England has
revised a number of ancient
hymns. Two lines, thought to
smack of feudalism, were dropped
from the rhymn All Things Bright
and Beautiful. The lines are: “The
rich man at his castle, the poor
man at his gate / God made them,
highly or lowly, and order’d their
estate.”

Good Lord! — Roy M. Brown,
42, of Baltimore, was put on pro-
bation by Judge Howard Aaron

Thought for the Week

“In a Senate speech the other day he [Senator Keating of New
York] made sport of the Fire and Police Research Association of Los

Angeles .
folk-singing craze .

. . for urging a Congressional investigation of the national
. . Why does Senator Keating find it so laughable?

If anything, the Fire and Police Research Association is guilty of un-
derstating the case. It declines, for example, to point out that the
greatest concentration of beards in the hemisphere today, outside Cuba,
is invariably found around a guitar under the lugubrious inﬂy,ence of
folk music. Is Senator Keating not struck by this odd association of
beards and folk songs? As ¢ man who has done so much to keep us
alerted to the Castro menace, he surely knows better than #o treat a
beard lightly.”—Russell Baker in the Sept. 28 New York Times.

on a charge of “blasphemy by tak-
ing the Lord’s name in vain.” He
was also charged, along with nine
others, with participating in a
crap game.

Question to Kennedy — “The
limiting factor in wunderground
tests is the degree to which the
radiocative debris can be con-
tained so that there is no release
(i.e, venting) to the atmosphere.
The venting problem has to be re-
assessed in terms of recent data
on the contamination of milksheds
with radioactive iodine . . . Inde-
pendent scientists have been em-
phasizing the radiation hazard to
the infant thyroid for many years
. . . How does it happen that Pres-
ident Kennedy can make such a
reassuring statement on fallout
hazard in June of 1962, and then
be confronted in July with one of
the heaviest Utah fallouts ever
measured?” — Nuclear physicist
Ralph Lapp in a letter to the Sept.
21 N.Y. Times.

News of the Week — A headline
in the Sept. 27 New York Times
announced: Race Issue Hurting
U.S., Murrow Finds.

Suggestion — A headline in the
Sept. 23 New York Times report-
ed: “Kennedy to Hold Key Parleys
on Vietnam and Birmingham.”
Why doesn’t he just take the
troops from Vietnam and send
them to Birmingham?

JPromises, Unlimited — Groups,
Unlimited, a New York travel out-
fit was enjoined from making mis-
leading advertising claims con-
cerning charter flights to Europe.

‘According to State Attorney Gen-

eral Lefkowitz, the company ads
spoke of films in flight, compli-
mentary wine and tempting con-
tinental cuisine. He said the.
planes used had no facilities for
showing films or serving wine.
And the ‘“continental cuisine,” he
charged, proved to be Army sur-
plus frozen dinners in containers
dated August, 1962.

SPECIAL 50c INTRODUCTORY OFFER

' To reach the widest audience with our
coverage of the Freedom Now Movement
we are offering a 4-month introductory
subscription to The Militant for only 50c

Name ................ adiahayen reeeereene erresneenne asicivErses
Street ............ Zone ........... .
City ...... State ......covus

Send to The Militant, 116 University Place,:
New York 3, N. Y. Fignazes
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_.Freedom Now Party Rally
Is Slated in Detroit Oct. 11

' DETROIT — The first public
rally for a Freedom Now Party
will be held Fri., Oct. 11 at 8 P.M.
at the Central Congregational
Church, 7625 Linwood (at. Ho-
garth). The main speaker will be
William Worthy, news correspon-
dent for The Baltimore Afro-
American. Worthy issued the first
call for the formation of a Free-
dom Now Party when speaking at
a Harlem street rally last June.
Detroit speakers will include
Rev. Albert B. Cleage Jr., Minister
Wilfred X, Richard Henry, Presi-
dent of the Group on ‘Advanced
Leadership’ (GOAL), and Uhuru
Chairman Luke Tripp. The meet-
ing will be presided over by La-
 Mar Barron, acting chairman of
the Michigan Committee for a
Freedom Now Party. Admission
will be free.
¥ e A Bostonian

i William Worthy, a native of
Boston, graduated Boston Latin
School and Bates College. He re-
ceived a Nieman Fellowship in
Journalism at Harvard University
1956-1957, and a Ford Foundation
Fellowship in African Studies
1959-1960, He has covered such
events as the Korean armistice
negotiations ‘at Panmumjom and
the Asian-African Conference at
Bandung, Indonesia, 1955.

As correspondent for the Balti-
‘more Afro-American and CBS
News, Worthy defied in 1957 the
State Department ban on travel to
China. As a result of that trip,
thie State Department has refused
ever since to renew his passport.
. "In 1956, Worthy was deported
from the Union of South Africa
after making a broadcast from
Pretoria for CBS News.

At the present time Worthy is
appealing a federal conviction
and a three-month sentence for

WILLIAM WORTHY has been
in forefront of effort to popu-
larize idea of a Freedom Now
Party to win full equality for
the Negro people, North and
South.

“re-entering the United States
from Cuba without bearing a valid
passport.” This was the first such
conviction in U.S. history.

Rev. Cleage, pastor of the Cen-
tral Congregational Church, is con-
tributing editor of the controver-
sial Illustrated News, He is a
board member of GOAL, Detroit
Council for Human Rights
{DCHR) and the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Colored People.

Wilfred X is the minister  of
Muhammad’s Mosque No. 1.

All speakers are active partici-
pants in the liberation struggle of
the Detroit Negro community.

In the Tradition of Civil Disobedience

‘Report of a Sit-In at the

By Gail Hathaway

PHILADELPHIA I parti-
cipated in a sit-in at the base of
the Liberty Bell in Independence
Hall.. The sit-in was part of the
Philadelphia Congress on Racial
Equality’s week of protest actions
over the murder of Negro children
in Birmingham and slum housing
conditions in the Hawthorne sec-
tion of this city.

On Wednesday, Sept. 18, CORE
members began a sit-in at the of-
fice of the Relocation Bureau,
protesting its failure to find hous-
ing for tenants evicted from con-
demned buildings in the Haw-
thorne area. It lasted till Friday
‘when a second group of CORE
demonstrators sat down in city
.hall on the same issue. The of-
ficial in charge of the office at
first said the eleven demonstrators
could stay as long as they wished.
But ' later they were arrested —
apparently on the orders of Mayor
“ James Tate.

Symbol of Liberty

The Liberty Bell sit-in began
the same afternoon as six demon-
strators entered
{Hall. They informed the National
Parks Service guards on duty
there of their intention and sat
down at the base of the famous
symbol of American liberty.

The guards closed the building
at 5:15 p.m. and asked the dem-
onstrators to leave, When we all
refused, they dragged us, one by
.one, out onto the back steps of
Independence Hall and locked us
out.

At about 7:00 p.m. we heard
about the city hall arrests and
went to the CORE office. There the
:group decided to take no action on

the arrests beyond issuing pressre- °

Independence

leases and we applied ourselves to
reorganizing -~ the Independence
Hall action. At 9:00 a.m. Satur-
day morning we re-entered In-
dependence Hall with signs stat-
ing our demands while -a picket
line marched outside.

The guards confiscated our signs
on the grounds that no signs were
permitted inside the building. We
sat down at the base of the bell
and refused a request that we
stand. The city police appeared
for the first time. One policeman
was stationed inside the building,
others all around it, and a large
number by the picket line. We
were warned that we might be
arrested if we didn’t leave at clos-
ing time — 5:15 p.m.

Meanwhile groups of tourists —

Philadelphia

Memorial Meeting

PHILADELPHIA — At a
Sept. 21 mass meeting mourn-
jng the children murdered in
Birmingham, Cecil Moore,
president of the local branch of
the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple, told the audience that self-
defense was a basic right. “If a
man breaks into my house,”
Moore said, “I'll shoot him.”

In contrast to this militancy
was Moore’s praise of Philadel-
phia’s Democratic = machine-
picked . mayor, James Tate, who
also addressed the meeting.
Members and sympathizers of
RAM, a local Afro-American
liberation group, distributed
leaflets protesting Tate’s pre-
sence, noting that the day be-
fore he had caused the arrest of

eleven CORE sit-ins at city hall.

300 Young Anti-Bias Fighters
Are lJailed in Selma, Alabama

SELMA, Ala., Sept. 27 — Near-
ly 300 young Negroes have been
arrested here in voter-registra-
tion and anti-segregation dem-
onstrations in the past week. Stu-
dent Nonviolent Co-ordinating
Committee Chairman John Lewis
was arrested Sept. 25 along with
28 Selma University students who
were peacefully demonstrating
their belief that every man should
have the wvote. It was Lewis’
twenty-sixth arrest for civil-rights
demonstrations.

The students were arrested
while picketing the Dallas County
Courthouse with signs reading,
“One Man, One Vote,” and “Voter-
Registration Without Intimida-
tion.”

County Sheriff James G. Clark
Jr. said he was ready to lock up
Negro demonstrators “until they
fill the jails.” Negroes may not
walk the streets, hold mass meet-
ings, or picket peacefully without
being under constant surveillance
by local, county, and state law of-
ficers. In addition, the sheriff has
deputized a special posse of more
than 300 local white civilians.
These white civilians are author-
ized to carry arms and make ar-
rests.

Two SNCC workers, Wilson
Brown and Worth W. Long were
fined $300 in Dallas County Court
Sept. 27 and sentenced to 180 days
in jail. These sentences 'were
handed out on charges of “unlaw-
ful assembly” in one case and

“interfering with arrest” in the
other. '

The arrests continued the pat-
tern of state and local harassment
of Selma Negro efforts to register
voters, obtain fair employment op-
portunities, and lunch counter in-
tegration. The Trailways Bus Sta-

Base of the

4,000 during the day — who had
come to see the famous bell,
crowded around us. We were free
during the day to leave the bell
to use the rest rooms or to eat
sandwiches outside, During the
long afternoon we read books,
wrote in notebooks, nibbled candy
bars and discussed with the
tourists why we were there.

At a magistrate’s hearing early
next morning the case of the
eleven city hall demonstrators was
continued to Sept. 30 and most of
them came down and joined the
picket line., Hawthorne residents
also came down to Independence
Hall to join the line.

Reporters, photographers, Park
Guards, a CORE spokesman and
our sit-in group were the only
people inside the building when
the doors were closed to the pub-
lic. We refused to leave. A Na-
tional Park official then told us
we would be permitted to stay
through the night, that four guards
would be on duty, and that we
could leave singly to use the bath-
room facilities or to eat. *

Phone Busy

Newsmen stayed inside for sev-
eral hours. The phone in the
guards’ office rang often as peo-
ple unsuccessfully tried to get a
comment on the situation from
the guards. The 6:30 p.m. news on
a transitor radio told us (incor-
rectly) that President Kennedy
had personally granted us permis-
sion to stay overnight. Blankets
were brought in from outside,

We spent most of the night try-
ing to keep warm, listening to
radio news, and chatting with the
,guards whom We found unexpect-

edly friendly and sympéathetic. -
One told us that he régretted hav-

John Lewis

tion is the only desegregated
public facility in Dallas county.

Less than one per cent of the
voting-age Negroes in the county
are registered, while 64 per cent
of voting-age whites are regist-
ered. The county is about 60 per
cent Negro.

All of this prevails in spite of
the fact that Dallas County is the
first place where the federal gov-
ernment filed a suit — in 1961 —
against local registrars to prevent
them from intimidating or dis-
criminating against Negroes at-
tempting to vote.

Prior to his arrest on Sept. 24,
SNCC staffer Long said:

“Selma is in a state of siege.
Everywhere you look you see state
patrolmen or members of the spe-

Liberty Bell

ing to follow orders to carry us
outside the previous. night, An-
other asked about CORE’s aims.
A white guard told us he was in-
terested in joining the NAACP.
One guard, as we went off duty,
thanked us for his overtime.

At 2:00 am. a guard held our
attention with his personal inter-
pretation of the history of the
Liberty Bell, He included a story
about why the guards did not re-
move their hats beside the Bell,
dating this custom from the time
when William Penn spent six
months in jail for refusing to re-
move his hat to anyone or any-
thing. Thus he made us aware that
our action was part of a long
tradition of civil disobedience.

Discussion

A Negro photographer arrived
to take our pictures and stimulat-
ed a lively discussion on the issue
of armed self-defense. At 1:30
am. a couple from Mount Airy
arrived with coffee, milk, and
grilled <cheese sandwiches and
stood outside in the wind for an
hour and a half until each of us
had come out and eaten.

Most of us woke up freezing
around 6:30 Sunday and began
listening to early morning news
and going out for coffee. We
straightened up the area around
the Bell in preparation for the
opening of the building at 8:45.
We spent the morning as we had
the previous day, huddled around
the Bell reading, writing and talk-
ing to visitors and reporters.

At 2:15 p,m. we ended our sit-
in by walking out singing “We
Shall Overcome.” We led about
100 people outside to a statue in
the park where memorial services
were held for the four Negro girls
"slain in Birmirigham,

']

cial posse brandishing clubs and
cattle prods.

SEPT. 30 — More than 770 ar-
rests of Negroes have been made
in Orangeburg, S.C. in the last
three days. The Negroes, mostly
college students, were peacefully
demonstrating to support demands
for desegregation of public facil-
ities, equal job opportunities and
equal customer t{reatment in
stores.

SEPT. 30 — A March by 5,000
Negroes on the New Orleans city

hall took place tonight to protest

segregation. Some 3,500 more lined
the streets to watch.

NEW ORLEANS, Sept. 21 —
Eighty-five Negro high school stu-
dents were arrested Sept. 20
while demonstrating against dis-
crimination by voter-registration
officials here. The students, mem-
bers of the youth corps of the Co-
ordinating Council of Greater New
Orleans, were charged with “dis-
turbing the peace” and ‘“using
boisterous language.” Mr. 1. S.
Daniel, director of 'the council’s
voter project, was among those
arrested. He said that over 1,000
Negroes had been brought to the
registrar’s office by student wvol-
unteers during the last three
months, but that less than 350 had
actually been registered,

Reduce Work Week
Says $S. F. Nominee

Sam Jordan, independent can-
didate for mayor of San Francisco,
declared he would institute a 30-
hour week at no reduction in pay
for all city employees if he is
elected mayor, In a TV speech
Jordan declared “30 for 40” is the
only answer to unemployment
among both Negroes and whites.

Jordan said many people had
asked why he, a Negro and an
ordinary citizen, was running for
mayor. His reply is: “Why not?
‘What have previous mayors done
that is so great from the view-
point of the average citizen? Are
there fewer unemployed than two
years ago? Has the gap between
those who have and those who
have not been closed or even nar-
rowed?

“I am running for mayor as .an
independent Freedom Now can-
didate,” Jordan said, “because I
know I can do better, not only for
the Negro citizen, but for all those
who are unrepresented in -city
government — which I believe is

_the majority.

Jordan told the TV audience of
his work among Negro youth, some
of whom are school dropouts.
When he urged them to go back

and get an education, he said,

many asked. “What for? So I can
shine shoes, or wax cars, or roam
the streets looking for a job?” He
said he told them, “Don’t give up.
A new revolution is in the mak-
ing. Black Americans, along with
white Americans are creating a
new peaceful revolution, and to-
morrow things will be different.”

Besides a 30-hour week for all
city employes at no loss. in pay,
Jordan’s program calls for: 50,000
units of low-rental, unsegregitéd
public housing; an end to dis-
crimination in sale and rentdl of
homes and apartments; appoint-
ment of qualified Negroes and
members of other minorities to all
city boards and commissiéns; in-
tegration of all police patrols;
firing of all racist cops who fail to
learn from special human-relations
courses to be set up; and the end-
ing of San Francisco’s participa-
tion in the Civil-Defense program
ahd use.of the money saved for
Iow—cc:st housing,

\
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