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Pressure Mounting
For 35-Hour Week

By Fred Halstead

 AFL -CIO president George
Meany’s statement May 25 that the
labor federation’s executive board
would discuss a “national cam-
paign” to cut the standard work
week from 40 to 35 hours with
no reduction in pay — as a meas-
ure against unemployment — is
a symptom of the mounting pres-
sure which union tops are feeling
from the ranks,

Meany's statement, made to the
convention of the International
Ladies Garment Workers Union,
was quickly countered by Walter
Heller, chairman of President
John F. Kennedy's Council of
Economic Advisors. Heller said
May 26 that the administration’s
goal was full employment with a
40-hour standard week, and that
if only enough Democrats can be
elected to congress this fall, Ken-
nedy’s program will be put into
effect. Heller said the shorter
work week is not appropriate now
because it would increase costs
for the employers.

The fact is that short of huge
new opportunities for expansion —
excluded by present world condi-
tions without a major war — Ken-
nedy's program can’t possibly
solve the unemployment problem
on the basis of the 40-hour week.
He opposes the shorter-work-week
solution because that would tend
to cut into profits. For Kennedy,
and the wealthy businessmen he

Michigan Students
Fight Speaker Ban

By Marilyn Levin

DETROIT — Students at Wayne
State TUniversity here and at
Michigan State University in East
Lansing came into conflict with
officials last week over' the right
of campus clubs to sponsor meet-
ings for speakers of their choice.

At WSU, permission for Carl
Braden and Frank Wilkinson, out-
spoken fighters for the abolition
of HUAC (House Un-American
Activities Committee), to speak on
campus was rescinded by univer-
sity President Hilberry just prior
to a meeting on May 22.

Earlier the Civil Liberties Club,
sponsor of the meeting, had re-
ceived the approval of the Univer-
sity Student Forum Committee.
The USFC, a three-man board set
up to pass on qualifications of in-
vited speakers, had granted a per-
mit on the condition that a “com-
petent” faculty member would
comment on the speeches after-
wards.

Despite the last-minute cancel-
-lation, members of the Civil Lib-
erties Club were able to arrange
an off-campus meeting in a near-
by church. Seventy students came
to hear the speakers and to pro-
test the administration’s attempt
at thought-control.

At this meeting, Wilkinson up-
braided the administration, say-
ing that Wayne was the only uni-
versity from which they had been
barred. Referring to an article in
the Daily Collegian, stating he was
a “writer for Daily Worker,” Bra-
den threatened to sue the paper
for libel if an immediate retraction
was hot printed.

A similar situation occurred at
Michigan State University when
‘the Young Socialist. Club invited
i (Contmued on' Page 2):

Meany

represents, if unemployment can’t
be solved without cutting profits,
then it won't be solved.

The problem facing the AFL-
CIO tops is that they are com-
mitted to support of Kennedy, but
the administration cannot solve
the unemployment problem on its
terms short of war. As the prob-
lem is more acutely felt by the
rank and file' of labor, the AFL.-
CIO leaders meet this contradic-
tion by raising the shorter-work-
week demand in words — to
satisfy the ranks — but retreat
when it comes to actual bargain-
ing with the corporations — to
satisfy Kennedy.

This game won't work indef-
initely, but Meany has been play-
ing it for some time. The AFL-CIO
convention last December unani-
mously passed a resolution urging
affiliates to press for shorter hours
without any reduction in pay as a
solution to unemployment. When
the New York City construction
electricians put that program into
effect, however, Meany made no
supporting statements.

Indeed, when the -electricians
won the 25-hour week after a
short strike, high AFL-CIO of-
ficials in Washington—who avoid-
ed being quoted by name — were

(Continued on Page 3)
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L.A. Pickets Protest Killing of Muslim

(O

LOS ANGELES — California
governor Edmund G. Brown made
his once-in-four-years hand-shak-
ing campaign visit to the Negro
community here May 26 but he
had a hard time finding anyone
willing to shake his hand, Start-
ing his personal-appearance tour
of Central Avenue in front of a
supermarket he was confronted by
pickets protesting the April 27
police shooting of seven unarmed
members of the Black Muslim
movement, one of whom — John
T. Stokes — was shot dead.

The pickets — called out by the
Citizens Committee Against Police
Brutality — followed Brown as he
walked down the street with his
entourage of campaign managers
and Jlocal politicians. The gov-
ernor, much to his chagrin, found
he had startéed a protest parade

Small Sharcholrs Flooc

In Stock Market 'Clean-out’

By Art Preis

NEW YORK, May 30 — This
Memorial Day has turned into a
day of mourning for “People’s
Capitalism,” that new economic
order proclaimed less than five
years ago by G. Keith Funston,
President of the New York Stock
Exchange. “People’s Capitalism” is
defined as “broadened ownership
of corporation stock.”

Yesterday noon saw the bottom
point — at least for the time being
— of the spectacular dive of stock-
market prices that began last De-
cember, accelerated in March and
reached a dizzying speed on Mon-
day, May 28. That day wiped out
$20,800,000,000 in stock values, the
biggest single day’s loss since 1929,

At the delayed close of the New
York Stock Exchange yesterday
the market had ‘“rallied” and “re-
couped” about 60 per cent of Mon-
day’s loss. But the total drop in
values over the past six months
has been more than $100 billion.

Index Drops

By the end of the biggest sell-
off day, Monday, the Dow Jones
index of average industrial stock
prices had registered a 158 point
drop — from 734 to 576 — in six
months. That is a 22 per cent slide.
The sharp decline was climaxed
by Monday’s trading of 9,350,000
shares, sixth largest one-day turn-
over in stock-market history, and
yesterday’s 14,750,000 shares, sur-
passed only on “Black Tuesday,”
Oct. 29, 1929,

Stock brokers and Wall Street
spokesmen attributed the stock-
market break to “panic selling”
and “loss of confidence” by the
“small stockholders.” They also
put some blame on President Ken-
nedy for his intervention against
steel price rises in April.

However, as far back as April
20, Rich Thomas in the New York
Post financial page noted that
there had been a phenomenal in-
crease in the number of share-
holders in some of the big cor-
porations just during the past
year. He added, “The small inves-
tor, traditionally a laggard when
it comes to speculation was jump-
ing onto a slowing speculative
bandwagon when many big in-
vestors were jumping off.” Also,
the big dive of the market was
well on its way weeks before Ken-
nedy’s dispute with the steel in-
dustry.

Most of the losses of the “clean-
out” were sustained by
stockholders, financial analyst
John G. Forrest pointed out in the
May 30 New York Times. “The
little stockholder,”” said Forrest,
“who bought for the rise and has
now given up hope, at least for
awhile, was thus the major loser
in the shakeout . . .”

Ironically, as millions of these
small shareholders were unload-

small

ing their stocks for a loss and pull-
ing out of the market, Keith Fun-
ston was boasting on May 29 to
the graduating class at Trinity
University in San Antonio, Texas,
that the number of shareholders
estimated by the New York Stock
Exchange is now more than 15,-
000,000, compared to 12,500,000 in
its 1959 census. But, as a business
commentator in the May 29 New
York World-Telegram observed,

Daniel Roberts Dies at 44
Was Editor of The Mllltant

By Murry Weiss

Daniel Roberts, a professional
revolutionary, died May 24, 1962,
in New York City, where he was
born 44 years ago, Jan. 10, 1918.

Dan was one of the central
leaders of the Socialist Workers
Party as a member of its National
Committee and Political Commit-
tee. He was managing editor and
editor of The Militant from July
30, 1956, till March 1961 when
he was forced to drastically limit
his activities by the ravaging
course of Hodgkin’s disease, a
form of cancer of the blood.
Despite a losing battle with this
illness, Dan wrote for the paper
to the last period.

I asked Dan why he signed
some of these recent articles, like
the April 9, 1962, feature on
“Hunger: A Cold ‘War Weapon,”
with the pen name, Carl Good-
man, instead of Roberts. I thought
it would have heartened readers
to know that he was writing again
after a long pause. He explained
that he didn’t want to give false
encouragement to his friends and
comrades. He was realistic and
responsible in all relations. In
full awareness of his battle for
life during these last months, Dan
understood that matters stood in
the balance and that no one should
be misled by temporary ups or
downs. That was his style. There
is a great deal of his whole per-
sonality in this episode.

Dan fought to win for life, just
as he fought to win in the battle
for socialism, without illusions
and in the full knowledge of the
hazards. He believed that the
struggle will decide all momen-
tous questions. He never once, to
my knowledge, indulged in maud-
lin reflections about the pitiless,
unfair odds tearing down his body.
Nor did he manifest a trace of
pretentious unconcern for life and
therefore for his own life; he was
imbued with respect for life,
responsible to the furthering of
life, and productive in building

which was joined by passers-by.
Some of the placards carried by
pickets read: “The Issue, Mr.
Brown, Is Police Brutality, Not
the Muslims.” “Let’s Not Have
Another Monroe” and “Let’s Park
Parker.” The Los Angeles chief
of police is William Parker.

The governor and his aides fi-
nally boarded a chartered bus and
drove a few miles to another su-
permarket, but the pickets showed
up there too. The same scene was
repeated in several places. One of
the local Democratic Party can-
didates, a Negro, made an appeal
from a sound truck for support to

Brown, but a number of bystand- -

ers said the speaker had lost their
votes because he was proving he
was a phony. 3

A projected motorcade ' for
Brown fell through and after

about three hours—and one hand-
shake from a child—the discour-
aged governor leff the area.

Six days before, 1,100 persons
overflowed the Park Manor audi-
torium here at a police-brutality
protest meeting sponsored jointly
by the NAACP, the Congress of
Racial Equality, the Muslims and
the Mexican-American Commun-
ity Serwice Organization.

The audience roared its approval
of demands by Muslim leader Mal-
colm X for a protest march on City
Hall, and by CORE spokesman
Danny Gray that Mayor Samuel
Yorty either remove Police Chief
Parker or face a recall petition
for his own removal from office.

The week before, Yorty, Parker

and L.A. County Sheriff Peter
Pitchess, went to Washington, D £,

(Cnntmued on Page )

an employer may fire workers

. it to rehire the five workers:

» informed the employer thab th
g fwe wene pro—Castro_ et

“this new survey may be obsolete
— even before its pubhcatmn nexb ;
month.” A :
The Kennedy admmistratmﬂ,- :
according to the May 30 New York
Times, has “decided that no spe-' "
cial actmn by the Government was "
called for at this time.” Presidenti
Kennedy has decided to “use at
calm approach.” His key economic'_'
advisors claimed that there was [
' (Continued on Page: 4). e

Daniel Roberts

for the realization of a socialist
life. He hated everything: about
capitalism and its moral values
because this social system had. be-
come destructive of life and man-
kind's future. For these reasons
he was a revolutionist: he lived:
and died a revolutionist. b

Possessed of socialist ' sympa
thies since early youth, Dan be=
came an active socialist in 1941
during his senior year at the Uni-
versity of California at Los An=
geles, He told me once, while dis~."
cussing the new radical ferment..
among students in the North 'and
South, that we should watch for
signs of maturity of Marxist Ideas'
particularly among students' . in
their senior year and graduate.
dents engaged in serious work:
“These university years can "be’
a crucial time for students who

(Continued on Page 3)

NLRB OKs Firings
For Views on Cuba

A National Labor ' Relations

Board trial examiner in Mlaml has
made , the outrageous ruling - that:

solely because of their alleged»
political sympathies.

Louis Libbin, the NLRB! exa.m-
iner ruled on May 24 that the’
Allure Shoe Corporation of Miami-
was guilty of unfair labor prac-
tices in firing workers for. union
activity, and recommended 'tha
seven of 12 ousted workers be rex
hired. However, Libbin nefused
recommend rehxrmg of the othe
five on the grounds that they we
sympathetic to Fidel Castros rév
olutionary Cuba.

The case on behalf of the
workers had been taken before'f
NLRB by Local 885 of the' AF
CIO Retail, Wholesale and . Depart
ment Store Union.

Conceding that the Allu.re Sho
Corp. had a long record of illeg
anti-union activity, the federal of-'
ficial nonetheless refused to order

the grounds that they had been
fired not only for union -activi
but also because Miami police ‘had.
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... Students Resist Speaker Ban Strikes in Spain Bring Rifts
| Within the Catholic Church

By Hedda Grant

(Continued from Page 1)

Robert Thompson, lecturer for the
. Communist Party, to speak on
“The Communist Party, Its Philos-
ophy, ‘Aims and Tactics in the
JF U'S-Fl

.. After maneuvering by President
_Hannah failed to persuade the
- Young Socialist Club tc call the
meeting off, he and the Board of
- Trustees canceled it. In a typical

PHILADELPHIA — Joseph Han-
' sen’s tour visit here began with
a meeting at the Militant Labor
Forum; where The Militant’s ed-
itor described the wretched con-
‘ditions that “make Latin Ameri-
ca explosive.” He also told about
the tremendous impact of the
. Cuban Revolution in these lands.
' During the question-and-answer
period, an Afro-American declared
“she felt that the socialists in the
United States were not doing ev-
erything they could in the struggle
for equality. Hansen responded by
'suggesting that the struggle for
equality and the struggle for so-
" cialism are interrelated and that
! it would be well to combine forces
' in every way possible. He empha-
‘gized the great interest Latin
' Americans have in the Freedom
" Riders, in lunch-counter dem-
“ onstrations, the battle for school
- desegregation and similar issues.
He said that the Latin Americans
believe that the colored people in
the U.S. must feel similar sym-
'pathy for the struggles going on
. below the Rio Grande for a better

rld.
w'(])?'efore a Fair Play for Cuba
" Committee audience, Hansen spoke
. on how Latin Americans look at
"'Cuba. He contrasted the spirit and
" hope generated by the Cuban Rev-
olution to the distrust and lack of
faith displayed toward the “Al-
liance for Progress,” the Demo-
" cratic-Republican answer to the
challenge of the Cuban Revolu-
tion.

At Bryn Mawr College Hansen
. spoke at a meeting sponsored 'by
' the Alliance for Political Affairs.
The audience was quite interested
in the Trotskyist attitude toward
Cuba and the problems of the
‘T.atin-American countries

On the Red Benson radio show,
Hansen shared the spotlight With
. William Ravdin of the American

"‘has worked and lived in Cuba,
‘and 'Dr. Henry Bergna, an Ar-

* Weekly Calendar

CHICAGO .
Cuba's Socialist Revolution — A Marx-
ist analysis of recent events. Speaker,
Isadore Warwak of the Socialist Work-
ers Party, Fri., June 8, 8 p.m. Militant
I'abor Forum Hall, 302 S. Canal, Hall
210: Admission free. Ausp. Militant La-

DETROIT

How Much Does Your Yote Count? —
A discussion of reapportionment. Speak-
er, ‘Charles Lockwood, prominent civil-

el NEW YORK
“ Cuba Libre Get-Together. Sat., June
2,19 p.m. Upshure Studio, 647 Broadway
[near Houston). Refreshments, Dancing,
Live Entertainment, Surprise Guest. Con-

b. 99¢ (students 50c). Ausp. Fair Play
for Cuba Committes.

1 : *® = *

- CUBA — TODAY AND TOMORROW,
5 viewed. by Gerald Quinn, Exec. Sec.,
Monroe "Detense Committee, who has
just returned from Cuba. Mon., June 4,
130 p.m. Adelphi Hall, 74 Fifth Ave.
Contrib.. $1- (students 50c). Ausp. Fair
- Play for Cuba Committee.

: o K -k

A .""'I"l'.le‘\- Sirike Wave in Fascist Spain —
* Speaker, Hedda Grant.. Fri., June 8,
.y 8:30 p.m. 116 University Place. Ausp.

.

-I||n|||:|;.|...a1.|.°llr Editor on Tour

Hansen Meets a ‘Machiavellian’

Friends Service Committee, who

_Militent Labor Forum, Contribution 50c,

double-think policy statement is-
sued by them, both academic
freedom and the barring of Com-
munist speakers are defended.
“Students need to be taught and
to learn about communism, but
they should get the facts from
faculty members . . . who respect
the obligation to tell the truth.
The University . never will
knowingly invite a Communist to

LT

gentine chemist now working in
this country, who favor U.S. policy
toward Cuba. Hansen defended the
Cuban Revolution against their
positions.

At Temple University Hansen
opposed a member of the Debating
Society on “What Should Be United
States Policy Toward Cuba.” The
student, who avowed himself to be
a “Machiavellian,” held that the
U.S. government should use mili-
tary foree to get rid of “the Com-
munist dictatorship in Cuba” be-
cause “the Communist government
in Cuba is a direct threat to the
security of the United States.”

When Hansen ridiculed the idea
that Cuba is a military threat and
argued for a policy of peace and
resumption of diplomatic and eco-
nomic relations, the “Machiavel-
lian” argued all the stronger for
war, He was also against foreign
aid to other countries, maintain-
ing that other peoples have no
respect for a country that does not
handle them with force.

World of Cockroaches?

Hansen called this type of think-
ing very dangerous, whose logic
would be to plunge the U.S. into
an atomic war. The views ex-
pressed by the “Machiavellian,” he
said, were an example of what
Albert Einstein, who believed in
socialism, had called attention to
in his last years — growing con-
tempt for human wvalues, depre-
ciation of one’s fellow human
beings, indifference to mass
slaughter as if it involved a world
of cockroaches. This moral de-
generation had reminded the great
scientist of the atmosphere in
Germany when Hitler drove
toward power,

The “Machiavellian” responded
by attacking Einstein for meddling
in a subject outside his field.
Einstein, in his opinion, was all
right in mathematics but knew
nothing about economics and pol-
itics where “sentimentality” could
only play into the hands of “the
enemy”; namely, “Communist con-
spirators.”

Finally, attempting sarcasm at
Hansen’s championing the cause
of the poor and the underprivi-
leged, he said, “What do you want
me to do, get out a violin and play
sob stuff?”

“Why not?” responded Hansen.
“Nero did.” :

The burst of laughter discon-
certed the “Machiavellian” and he
did not try any moré exchanges
of this kind. i

Hansen’s final engagement in
the Philadelphia area was under
the auspices of the Young Peoples
Socialist League at Swarthmore
College where he debated Carlos
Luis, a Cuban socialist who came
to the United States about four

‘months ago. Luis, a former mem-

ber of the July 26 Movement, said
he was for the Cuban Revolution
but against Castro. He felt that
Cuba has succumbed to Stalinism
and that Castro must be obedient
to the Communist Party because
of the economic aid Cuba is get-
ting from the Soviet Union.
Hansen held that this view was
faulty because it left out two
main considerations: the counter-
revolutionary policy of the U.S.
government which was the main
problem facing the Cubans, and
the independent outlook which the
Cuban revolutionists had repeated-
ly displayed and which ran coun-
ter to any tendency toward Sta-

Jdinism.

" universities:

preach his treason on our campus.”

The administration’s action was
condemned by students and fac-
ulty. The Young Socialists re-
ceived support from Student Gov-
ernment, the campus UN, the MSU
chapter of the American Associa-
tion of University Professors, the
campus daily paper, the Young
Democrats Club and the American
Civil Liberties Union. Meeting
facilities were offered by the
Unitarian Church, the Edst Lans-

ing City Council, and the Delta .

Sigma Phi fraternity.

Thompson spoke before 1,000 at
an outdoor rally in the fraternity’s
back yard May 23. There were
present those who came to yell,

. “Why don’t you go back to Rus-

sia?” but the majority came to
hear for themselves in defiance of
the university administration’s
ruling.

The primary issue of university
domination by the reactionary
state legislature remained pretly
much in the background of the
controversy. However, it is ob-
vious that university officials were
much more concerned about ap-
propriations, which come up this
month, than about such democratic
ideals as academic freedom.

The reaction in Lansing, the
state capital, was emphatic. Res-
olutions were introduced in the
legislature to define state policy
in regard to the appearance of
Communists at state-supported
“Resolved by the
Senate (the House of Represen-
tatives concurring) — That the
Legislature does hereby find and
declare that the appearance of
Communists at state tax-supported
colleges and universities does not
advance the search for truth and
is contrary to the public policy of
the State of Michigan . . .”

Unions Shut Down
Minneapolis Dailies

MINNEAPOLIS — For the first
time in nearly 100 years this city
is without a daily newspaper.

On Friday, April 13, Teamsters
Local 638 struck The Tribune
and The Star, the morning and
afternoon papers of Minneapolis’
monopoly press. Both are part of
the Cowles publishing empire.

Now six weeks later there are
three more unions out on the
picket line with the Teamsters.
They are Typographical Union
Local 42, the Minneapolis-St. Paul

- Mailers Union Local 4 and the

Stereotypers’ Local 16.

Despite statements by the Min-
neapolis Labor Review, official
organ of the Minneapolis Central
Labor Council, that automation is
not an issue in the strike, the men
say that it is. The main issue,
according to officials of the Stereo-
typers’ Union, is the disposition of
the stereotypers displaced by auto-
mation.

Officials of the Mailers’ Union
put it this way, “Job security,
transfer of work by the publishers
to non-union drivers, agency man-
agers and carrier boys, pensions
and hospitalization ., . .” are the
main issues.

A short distance from the Star
and Tribune's modern plant is an
old building on the second floor of
which is the strike headquarters.
On the bulletin board there is the
following statement: “The Em-
ployer has refused to consider our
proposals which we feel must be
incorporated in any new contract
if our members are to preserve
any sort of job security in years
to come.”

The strike looks as if it will con-
tinue to be a long and hard one.
Secretary of Labor Goldberg has
been called into the negotiations
to pressure for a sweetheart set-
tlement. Nevertheless there is a
real chance that the strikers can
win, if only to a limited extent,
over the employers and Goldberg.
Certainly large sections of the
Minneapolis workers are. with
them and the strike is solid.

Striking workers in Spain are
being bolstered by pledges of sup-
port from unions in other coun-
tries. Moreover, as the strikes
continue they appear to be splin-
tering the Catholic Church with a
number of sympathetic priests
being arrested and fined.

News leaked out that last week’s
meeting between Franco officials
and leaders of the church hierar-
chy had centered on ways of curb-=
ing the pro-strike activities of
some priests. An agreement be-
tween the Church and the fascist
regime limits clerical activity to
religious work but subjects of-
fenders to church rather than state
authority.

On May 23 the underground
Communist Party of Spain sent
statements to foreign news bu-
reaus calling for continuation of
the strikes to culminate in a gen-
eral strike and “mass struggle
against the regime.” Government
sources labeled this a “paper” at-
tack but arrests in key cities in-
creased.

Barcelona, the major industrial
city, became a focal point of at-
tention. At the university some 90
students were detained by police
for distributing “subversive propa-
ganda.” A thousand workers ral-
lied outside the archbishop’s palace
asking church support. One hun-
dred were permitted to enter the
courtyard where the archbishop
urged them to be calm and prom-
ised solutions to their problems.

A May 25 Associated Press dis-
patch reported Barcelona as far
from calm, with 17,000 workers
from several plants on strike and
local police conferring with the
military on methods of handling
the situation. ‘

Leaflets distributed in Bilbao
called for a boycott of newspapers,
cafes and movie houses and, ac-
cording to the New York Herald
Tribune, this appeal was “largely
followed.”

Solidarity messages and actions
as well as promises of financial

O a'Puge M"l'fﬂl'lf Fl.lﬂd

t's What's Under the Wig that Counts

aid were being sent from many
countries to the Spanish strikers
and to the exile movements in
France. The Finnish Seaman’s
union voted to refuse pilot serv-
ice to Spanish ships; Polish dock-
workers would not load two coal
ships headed for Barcelona and
Polish miners declared against any
coal they dug going to Spain; Ital-
ian labor federations likewise de-
clared solidarity with the Spanish
strikers; the Israeli General Fed-
eration of Labor voted financial
assistance to be sent and in the

U.S. the United Auto Workers
announced a contribution of
$10,000.

In the face of the continuing
strike wave and the beginning of
international solidarity actions,
Dictator Franco on May 27 made
his first public speech since his
strike troubles began. Appearing
before a meeting of fascist vet-
erans of the civil war, he made an
address, televised to the whole
nation, blaming “liberals and com-
munists” for the strikes, He clas-
sified support for the strikers in
some church circles as the effect
of foreign agitation on a few
“Basque separatists” and the
‘“clerical errors of some other ex-
alted priests,” assuring his listen-
ers that “relations between church
and state are in perfect harmony
because both know who their
common foe is.”

Franco made no reference to
promised wage increases, declared
the door to liberalism in Spain
had been “permanently shut,” and
that the strikes were a “natural
consequence of the growth and
vitality of the nation.” Then in a
rapid switch he labeled demands
for higher wages as “impossible
dreams” not in line with the rise
in productivity.

This might mean that strikers
who have already returned to
work on the basis of rumors and
promises of wage increases will
walk out again, swelling the strike
movement.

By Marvel Scholl
Fund Drive Director

The May 29 issue of the New
York Times carries a full-page ad-
vertisement for McCall’s maga-
zine. It shows a blown-up picture
of a pretty young woman, “A Mc-
Call’s Reader,” who says: “I want
all the facts . .. Maybe I won’t
ever wear a wig but if wigs are
becoming fashionable, I'd like to
be told now. I want to be able to
talk about things that really count
these days.”

That’s what Militant readers
want, too — “to be able to talk
about things that really count
these days.” But our readers are
not interested, I'm sure, in wigs!
In faet, if what I understand about
the price of wigs is true, few
Militant readers can afford to be
interested in them.

But Militant readers are inter-
ested in why U.S. troops have
been landed in Thailand; what is
going on in Fascist Spain and Por-
tugal; why the extreme right wing
is allowed to ride high while the
left wing is being witch-hunted;
what the King-Anderson bill will
accomplish for social security reci-
pients — and what it won’t cover;
what is the real significance of the
stock-market crash and how it
will affect everyone. These are
but a few of the “things that real-
ly count these days” that Militant
readers want to know about.

With only four small pages, The
Militant has great difficulty in
even touching on the important
events every week, That is why
we have decided it is time to ex-
pand. That is why we are aiming
at a minimum of $21,000. That is
why your contribution is so im-

portant, no matter what its size.
Now is the time!

We wish to thank most sincerely
the following individuals who sent
in contributions this week: M.W.S.
of North Bend, Ore.; W.B, the
young man from the Deep South
who has become a one-man cam-
paigner for this fund, who sent in
$5 collected the hard way — in
dimes and quarters; T.H. who
asked that his $5 be credited to
the Philadelphia quota; and C.P.S,,
who sent $7 to put Pittsburgh
“over the top.”

There are just two weeks left
in the 8-Page Militant Fund Cam-
paign. Send your contribution to
116 University Place, New York 3,
New York,

See scoreboard on page 3.

Special Offer
To New Readers

A four-month trial sub-
scription to The Militant for
only 50 cents. Send this cou-
pon with payment to: The

Militant, 116 TUniversity
Place, New York 3, N. Y.
Name ............... Pes e
Bfreet ooiiihiaiiaiasemnnan ..
Y - cvonsvmnisente Zone. ...
State ........... T M e
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End the Ban on Facts

The propaganda about Cuba peddled by commentators who
get their “facts” precooked from the State Department and Miami
counter-revolutionaries is not far from Hitler’s criterion that “the
bigger the lie, the easier people believe it.”

For example, we have been told that Castro is “only a figure-
head”; that “the Communists have marked Castro for death”;
that he has taken refuge “in a foreign embassy”; etc., etc. In the
same vein, we have been told that “economic chaos” has hit Cuba;
that rationing portends “a complete breakdown”; that “great un-
rest” exists among the people; ete., etc.

Genuine experts — even those in opposition to the Castro
government — deplore this webwork of lies. For instance, Ronald
Hilton, director of the Institute of Hispanic American Luso-
Brazilian Studies at Stanford University, wrote in the March is-
sue of Hispanic American Report:

“Our press constantly harps on the fact that Cuba is only
90 miles from our shores, but it makes no serious attempt to find
out what is going on there. Most of the stories about Cuba are
picked up from refugees in Miami, and the occasional news which
comes directly from Cuba is clearly written in order to denigrate
rather than to inform. One conservative weekly recently carried

a story on Cuba which, as proof of the evils of Communism, re- -

ported that under Russian influence chess is beginning to dis-
place baseball as a popular pastime in Cuba. If the children’s
game of rounders, rocketed by commercialism into orbit as base-
ball, is the symbol of ‘Americanism,” and chess is the sporting
manifestation of Communism, we might as well give up. We are
obviously outclassed.”

The Hispanic American Report, which i5 one of the few
sources of dependable facts about Latin America (it was this
magazine that first reported U.S. preparations in Central America
for the invasion of Cuba), has had its own rather illuminating
experience with the State Department. Mr. Hilton continues:

“American newsmen are not allowed into Red China, and
we therefore rely on the reports of such men as Britisher Felix
Greene for factual accounts on the colossus of the East. Ameri-
can newspapermen are allowed by the U.S. Government to go to
Cuba, but the Department of State is not exactly encouraging.
Feeling the desperate need for accurate, factual, objective infor-
mation about Cuba, the Hispanic American Report wanted to send
a representative to Cuba for a short visit. The State Department
vetoed the idea. The Deputy Director of the Passport Office ex-
plained that the Hispanic American Report was not ‘a bona fide
news media’ [sic]. When we protested that his statement was
contrary to the facts and to grammar, he explained that he real-
ized that the Hispanic American Report was a ‘bona fide news
media’ (let us overlook a little obtuseness on grammatical mat-
ters), but that the trouble was we were not paid. Unfortunately,
this is true. The remedy is obviously to send Hedda Hopper to
Cuba; that would teach the Cubans to appreciate high-paid
journalists.”

The director of this fact-seeking magazine asks a pertinent
question: “How is it that practically no American newspaper,
not even the great New York Times, has a correspondent in
Cuba?”

Mr. Hilton argues for a change in policy: “We have cor-
respondents risking their lives in Algiers and Oran, and we are
well informed about what is going on there. Yet we do not know
what is going on in Cuba. The basic rule of intelligence is to
know your enemy; and, assuming that Castro is our enemy, we
ought to know him. If it is the Cuban Government which is
creating difficulties, the State Department should urge American
journalists to go to Cuba in order to show that the Castro regime
is entirely responsible for our misunderstandings. As far as we
can tell, this is not the explanation, although the New York Times
has repeatedly but unsuccessfully attempted to obtain a Cuban
visa for a correspondent. It seems at the same time that the
American press is not interested in objective reporting from
Cuba, even though such reporting might well imply the con-
demnation of the Castro regime which our power elite so fervently
desires.”

We, of course, disagree completely with the assumption that
“Castro is our enemy” and the implication that the Cuban
Revolution should be condemned by the American people. The
condemnation so fervently desired by ‘“our power elite” is due
simply to rage over expropriation of their holdings and the end-
ing of the capitalist system in Cuba.

We do, however, agree that the American people are entitled
to better reporting. We go further. We think that the ban on
travel to Cuba should be ended forthwith.

Why should college students, for example, have to rely on
the opinions of any reporter — no matter how “objective”? Why
shouldn’t they be free to make their own on-the-spot studies?

In brief, we urge everyone who feels concern for the truth
and for better relations with Cuba to speak up emphatically.
Americans are entitled to do their own seeing and thinking. End
the ban on facts from Cuba! End the ban on travel to Cubal

- achieving

... Daniel Roberts Dies at 44

(Continued from Page 1)
tend to make far-reaching deci-
sions about their basic view to-
ward life; I expect many will be-
come socialists at such a time,”
he said.

Dan shaped his radical views
primarily by revulsion to the
prospect of capitalist war. He
found, however, that the passive,
individual, moral rejection of war
was inadequate and ineffective as
an answer to the threat of man-
kind being overwhelmed by end-
less slaughters and mutual de-
struction. In this way he turned
toward the Marxist view. He
joined the Socialist Party in 1941
and devoted his major interest to
the correct socialist
policy in the struggle against im-
perialist war. He read deeply in
Marx and then Lenin; he thought
and acted with care and respect
for experience in past struggles;
he came, through inner striving
for clear views, to the formula-
tion of his own resolution on the
war question, submitted this to the

.. 35-Hour Week

(Continued from Page 1)
reported by the Jan. 21 New York
Times to be “unhappy’ about the
settlement. They viewed it as “an
embarrassment to the labor move-
ment,” because of President Ken-
nedy’s declared opposition to the
shorter work week.

Meany’s latest statement is true
to this pattern. It was made where
it would have the least effect on
profits — before the ILGWU, a
union in an industry where the
basic 35-hour week has been wide-
ly established for years. Meany
made no such speech, it should be
noted, to the Steelworkers during
their recent contract negotiations,
nor to the United Auto Workers
at their recent convention, nor to
the other major unions with a
basic 40-hour week.

Same Pattern

The statement by Amalgamated
Clothing Workers President Jacob
S. Potofsky May 14 that his union
would seek the 35-hour week for
its 400,000 members in the men’s
and boys’ clothing industry falls
into the same category as Meany’s
speech to the ILGWU. The men’s
clothing industry already operates
on a basic week of around 37%
hours, and the, gradual achieve-
ment of the 35-hour base is already
an established pattern. In addition
clothing workers are largely piece-
rate workers, so that a shorter
work week tends to have less ef-
fect on actual hourly pay than it
does for time-rate workers.

Nevertheless, the fact that these
highly placed union officials feel
the need to make speeches on the
shorter work week, shows the
mounting pressure, and the
speeches in turn, raise the con-
sciousness of the rank and file
around this sound, practical de-
mand.

Socialist Party in 1942 and sharply
divided from the SP leadership.

It was the necessity of Dan’s
personality to act, as if by an in-
ternal compulsion, to follow the
path of truth as he saw it — no
matter where it would lead. He
never could believe that the strug-
gle against imperialism, fascism
and war could be served by direct
or indirect support of the U.S.
State Department. Thus he sep-
arated with Norman Thomas’ ma-
jority in the Socialist Party and
in this process became a member
of the Socialist Workers Party.

Concern for Theory

Dan’s concern with the war
question was equaled by his in-
terest in the important theoretical
question of the nature of the 1917
October Russian Revolution and
the character of the state that had
issued from this socialist revolu-
tion. His closeness to the SWP’s
Leninist position on imperialist
war led him at once to study the
great 1940 dispute in the Trotsky-
ist movement on the *“Russian
Question.” The Shachtman mi-
nority in the SWP had then held
the view that the Soviet Union
was no longer a workers' state
and should not be defended in the
struggle with imperialism. The
majority view had held that the
Soviet Union, despite its Stalinist
bureaucratic deformations and
crimes against workers’ democ-
racy, remained a workers’ state on
the nationalized and planned eco-
nomie foundations created by the
October Revolution and should
therefore be unconditionally de-
fended in the struggle against
imperialism,

Dan had to plumb the nature
of this question and determine his
own view to his satisfaction; he
read all through the basic works
of Trotsky and became thoroughly
familiar with all the opposing
views within the Trotskyist move-
ment. Dan was serious about all
fundamental ideas and it was
through this ideological process
that he became a Trotskyist for
the duration of his revolutionary
activity.

Organizer

Dan began by acting as an or-
ganizer for the Los Angeles SWP
local; he was assigned to Seattle
in 1945 where he became the
organizer of the branch and ran
for electoral office on a number
of occasions. At one time he
worked in the lumber industry
and was a member of the union.
The insight he gained by this
first-hand knowledge of the work-
ing class in the class struggle and
trade-union movement was in-
valuable to him. Like all profes-
sional revolutionists, he was es-
sentially an all-around man who
could operate in the various crafts
of the movement: as an organizer,
as a mass worker, as a candidate
in electoral campaigns, as a
speaker, teacher and writer. That
is the way it was.

In the year 1954 the exigencies

Fund Scorecboard
City Quota Paid Percent
Pittsburgh $ 20 $ 20 100
San Francisco 720 614 87
St. Louis 100 85 85
Detroit * 800 666 83
Milwaukee 320 251 78
Boston 750 584 78
Connecticut 200 147 73
New York 5,700 4,089 72
Twin Cities 1,500 1,065 71
Berkeley-Oakland 635 456 71
Newark 190 132 69
Chicago 1,000 650 65
Allentown 155 92 59
General 530 283 53
San Diego 360 180 b0
Seattle 600 255 43
Los Angeles 6,300 2,667 42
Philadelphia 320 127 40
Denver 200 70 35
Cleveland 600 125 21
Totals through May 28 $21,000 $12,588 60

of party work led Dan to Newark
where he was SWP branch or-
ganizer and where on numerous
occasions he was the SWP candi-
date in election campaigns, At
about the same time he became
a member of The Militant staff
and, like many of us, went through
a rigorous f{raining under the
skilled, veteran. editorial team of
George Breitman, John G. Wright,
Joe Hansen and Art Preis.

In 1951 Dan spent six months
of full-time study at the Trotsky
School where he made an inten-
sive study of Marx’s Capital and
a study of the First American
Revolution. This was a gratifying
experience for him and those who
were privileged to work at that
session. All of us, theretofore com-
pletely absorbed with party ac-
tivity and with little time for
study, were relieved from all
party and personal pressures and
given the fullest opportunity for
broader and deeper study. This
was the way it was with Dan and
all of us in these and other ex-
periences of the same type. This
was the way it was and this was
the process that led Dan to the
center of the party and to the

exacting and pressing work on

The Militant and the International
Socialist Review.

Last Article

Two days before he succumbed,

I went to see Dan about his last
article for the magazine, for it is
the simple truth that he labored
over a full-length article during.
these trying last . months. He
wanted it that way. The article
he was working on dealt with the
economic roots of the fateful Mos-
cow-Peking struggle and the pro-
gram of workers’ democracy. He
had all but finished the main
body of this article when he let
me know, in his gentle but in-
sistent way, that I had better take
the article and finish the last sec-
tion. He gave me the last section
in outline form and discussed edi-
torial points that ‘should be
watched: facts that should be
checked, {ranslations from Rus-
sian sources that should be re-
checked, care to catch any over-
statements or exaggerations or
loose formulations. It was a mat-
ter-of-fact discussion without sen-
timentality.

We ended, as we had started,
by working together. And that is
the way it was; that is the way
his article will be published in
the magazine: work in progress.

Daniel Roberts is survived by
Lillian Roberts, his comrade, his
wife, and his companion, who
worked on The Militant staff for
years; his daughter, Nora Roberts,
20, an editor of the Young So-
cialist; his sisters Eva and Sonia;
he is mourned by all his friends
and his comrades of the Socialist
Workers Party.

... Killing of Muslim

(Continued from Page 1)

at taxpayers’ expense to request
Attorney General Robert Kennedy
to investigate the Muslim move-
ment. Yorty has suggested putting
the Muslim group on the Attorney
General’'s “subversive” list. He
says the movement has 400 mem-=-
bers in the area, according to rec-
ords seized by police in the L.A.
Muslim temple. The temple was
looted by police in the aftermath
of the shooting. ;
The May 17 issue of the Cali-
fornia Eagle, a major Negro week- .
1y here, front-paged an account of
how Yorty, running for mayor a
year ago, pledged to end police
brutality and either to ecurb or fire
Parker. The story points out that
today Yorty says the brutality
charges made by the NAACP are
“wild and exaggerated,” backs
Parker on the anti-Muslim shoot-
ing spree, and says there “is no
doubt” in his mind about the cor-
rectness of Parker’s attitude

toward minorities.
But, after all, now Yorty is in .
office.
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]l BOOK REVIEW

In Defense of Adolescents

'THE VANISHING ADOLESCENT. By

- 'Edgar Z, Friedenberg. Introduc-
.tion by David Riesman. New
York: Dell Publishing Co., 1962.
223 pp. 50c.

: A team of doctors concluded, in
a recent study of residents of
midtown Manhattan, that 80 per
?:_ cent of the people interviewed —
four out of five — were not in
that blessed state called “emo-
i “‘tional health” and could benefit
% ‘from psychological help. The
" Vanishing Adolescent (which, con-
~ frary to what its title suggests,
LIS not a mystery story) helps to
show why this is the case. Edgar

. Z, Friedenberg, who teaches social

- secience and education at Brooklyn

..College, investigates in a search-
. ing and original way the conflicts

" between the individual and society
" in the crucial period of life known

i as .adolescence.

; ~Adolescence is defined by the
: author not merely as a stage in
the physmal growth of the in-

. dividual, but as primarily a social

" process. Inherent in adolescence is -

“‘a conflict between the individual
and’ society: the main task of the
. adolescent is “self-identification”
. — the process of finding out who
one really is, in relation to others
+ and to society. To do this success-
fully requires clarity of thought,
. ‘honesty, courage — the courage to
jbe an individual. Society, in
. ‘twentieth century America, is in-
imical to such qualities. Clarlty of
thought, the sharp, precise con-
frontation of ideas, is discouraged;
* individual differences which
~.should be encouraged are frowned
upon; “The Team reigns supreme;
. the most lofty aspiration a young
- person can have these days is —
' to be exactly like everyone else.
/... The way in which society acts
"upon individuals is compared by
. . Friedenberg to a blending ma-
- chine, into which ingredients are
«'put, each of which has its distine-
.tive texture and taste, and it all
~comes out a mush. In short: our
. soeiety is making it increasingly
‘harder for adolescents to ac-
- complish their main task of self-
. definition. Consequently, Frieden-
.. berg claims, fewer people are now
‘going through adolescence; they
merely “undergo puberty and sim-
" ulate maturity.” This is the basis,
in the author’s opinion, for all the
' hullabaloo about the Lost, Silent,
Béat, Apathetic, Rebel- WLthout a-
Cause generation.
'_ ‘The- high school, as the social
.institution most directly related to
‘ adolescents, is examined critically:
'in the conflict between the needs
vof “the adolescent and society’s
demands for conformity, smooth-
‘ness, and mediocrity, the school is
'._lmed up unequivocally on the
~wrong side. A concrete manifesta-
“tion. of this is the way in which
' schools keep dossiers on the per-
sonal ‘and political lives of the

students, using information gained
in confidence from teachers and
guidance counselors for the bene-
fit of the FBI, the CIC, etc. Mr.
Friedenberg is heartwarmingly
vehement in denouncing such
practices,

One of the most interesting, if
necessarily somewhat speculative,
aspects of the book is the treat-
ment of the adult reaction to adoles-
cents. Here a great deal is drawn
from psychoanalytic theory. Mpst
adults who deal professionally
with adolescents, according to
Friedenberg, not only do not like
and respect adolescents, but hate
and fear them, though this hos-
tility must be concealed under a
cloak of benevolent protective-
ness.

The explanation for this hostil-
ity is complex, partly relating to
the unconscious desires of the
adults, partly because the adults
are not sure of their own author-
ity. The fact is, Friedenberg as-
serts, that “the adult empire is
tottering. All empires are.” In
the nineteenth century educators
functioned in a harsh, authoritar-
ian way. Now, the whip has given
way to behind-the-scenes manip-
ulation of human beings. The
majority of teachers today fear
this loss of authority; such anxiety
easily makes. itself known to stu-
dents and is taken advantage of
by them.

From a socialist point of view,
the book’s main weakness is that
while its criticism of society is very
explicit, very sharp, and very true,
the reasons why society is this
way, and therefore the indicated
solution to the problem, are not
even vaguely hinted at. The ques-
tion of what kind of a society
would be consonant with the psy-

chological needs of the individual
is not raised. True, Friedenberg
suggests a few remedles in a
couple of paragraphs at the end
of the book} but no attempt is
made to convince the reader of
their practicability, and even
David Riesman in his introduc-
tion admits that they are not like-
ly to be attained.

Furthermore, while at one point
the process of the adolescent relat-
ing himself as an individual to
society is referred té as a “dialec-
tical” one, one whole side of what
in reality is a dialectical inter-
action is ignored. The whole em-
phasis of the book is on how so-
ciety acts upon the individual; no
consideration is given to the action
of the individual upon society.
This is unfortunate because such
action — the action of individuals
together with other individuals,
joined in an organization to change
society — is, for many adolescents,
the solution to the very problems
which the author describes.

These reservations, however, do
not impair the value of the book.
Its scope, depth, and richness —
drawing as it does from work in
psychology, socieclogy and educa-
tion — are impossible to convey
in a brief review. It is decidedly
not typical of most academic stu-
dies of recent years whose tend-
ency has been, in a futile quest
for absolute statistically verifiable
certainly, to narrow the scope of
the investigation to the point
where the conclusions reached, if
any, are of no import.

The most important thing about
the book, however, is that here at
last is a book about adolescents
which is unequivocally on their
side.

By Martha Curti

... Stock Market 'Clean-out’

" (Continued from Page 1)
no economic basis for the stock-
market plunge.

That was the day after the
American Iron and Steel Institute
reported national steel production
had fallen for the eighth successive
week to a low of 56.5 per cent of
capacity.

Unemployment has been hover-
ing during most of Kennedy’s ad-
ministration at between four and
five millions, not counting several
millions on part-time who seek
full-time work., But these ad-
ministration jobless figures must
be regarded as a considerable un-
derstatement of the true situation.

The New York Times — not on
the front page but as a tiny item
inside a column of “Random Notes
in Washington” — last April 16
casually noted that “the other
day,” Walter W. Heller, Chairman
of the President’s Council of Eco-

‘another

nomic Advisors, “was saying that
unemployment is even more seri-
ous than the statistics show be-
cause a good deal of it does not
get measured.”

Leading metropolitan news-
papers, from the New York Times
to the New York World-Telegram,
have assured the people that the
stockmarket crisis does not signal
“1929” because, since
then, this country has acquired
“built-in stabilizers.” They mean
things like unemployment insur-
ance. But the big “built-in stabil-
izer” has been government arma-
ments spending, risen from an an-
nual average under Truman in
1946-1950 of less than 14 billion
dollars to 40 billions under Eisen-
hower and now 52 billions un-
der Kennedy. The stock market
paroxysms are one indication that
even this “ultimate stabilizer” is
no longer able to keep chaotic
capitalism on an even keel.

It Was Reported in the Press

! The Market in Perspective —
The New Yorker magazine reports
‘Teceiving a letter from Baxter In-
. ternational Economic Research Bu-
. ‘reau which declares: “Barring war,
we look for the most serious bear
market in commodities and stocks
~this country has ever seen. And
~don’t forget, even if there is war,
“it"is widely believed it will have
‘16 be a short one.”

. Logical Twist? — “I had heard
“many stories about the twist.
‘Someone even said it was a typical
.product of capitalist society. I do
‘hot understand how dances can
i \-be divided into capitalist and so-
cialist.” — Soviet poet Yevgeny
“ Yevtushenko.

“On the Vietnham Front — The
-U.S. Embassy in South Vietnam
has asked the mayor of Saigon to
rule on whether or not it may
contmue its regular Saturday aft-

_tion May 25:

a new “Protection of Morality
Law” signed by dictator Diem
bans all social dancing as “erotic,
vain and degrading.” In the event
of an unfavorable ruling, top U.S.
policy-makers are considering in-
voking diplomatic immunity. But
this would require exclusion of
Vietnamese citizens from the fes-
tivities.

Just Like Congress — The Brit-
ist House of Lords voted down a
bill May 15 to outlaw discrimina-
tion on grounds of race, color or
religion. Many peers said they
sympathized with the aims of the
bill but felt that such ideals could
not be realized through legislation.

Confirmation — Brooks Atkin-
son, former drama critic and now
occasional columnist for the New
York Times offered this observa-
“The 1962' Pulitzer

L

Prize has been given to a musical

rewrite of a worthless tale about
‘How to Succeed in Business With-
out Really Trying. By winning
the prize, the show has confirmed
the validity of its thesis.”

Shopping Tip for New Yorkers
— The “21” Club is now offering
take-out service on its Créme Sé-
négalaise, a chilled soup for those
humid days. Orders should be
placed several hours in advance
and messengers are asked to pick
up the soup at the steward’s en-
trance, not the main one, Only $4
a pint, but we don’t know if this
includes deposit on the container.

True Loyalty — According to
Madison Avenue intelligence,
David Ogilvy, chairman of the
advertising firm of Ogilvy, Benson
and Mather, does not: intend to
trade in his Rolls Royce even
though his firm lost the U.S. ad-

vertising franchise for the car.

‘ Letters From

That Waldorf 'Turtle' Soup

QOakland, Calif.

As a former Waldorf-Astoria
employe, I know how the Hilton
corporation, which runs the Wal-
dorf now, has rationalized the ho-
tel industry to its highest tolerable
pitch. Louis Blane, representative
of the old grand line of chefs —
men who were tyrants and kings
of the kitchen but who also were
at all times at odds with the man-
agement — left the Waldorf. Hil-
ton replaced such men with grad-

uates of the  school of cost and

quality control — men who could
be trusted by management to car-
ry out the interests of manage-
ment and forget about the help.
Not only the help, but the cus-
tomers, who are not what 'they
used to be. A case in point is the
Waldorf’s specialty, Consommé de
Tortue, otherwise known as turtle
soup. Escoffier, the world re-
nowned Chef de Cuisine, and the
creator of “Tortue,” made a spe-
cific point in his recipe of describ-
ing how to prepare it. Where he
emphasizes the “green fat of the

, carapace” Hilton passes you the

green vegetable coloring bottle.
Where he speaks of the “plastron”

"or outside bony framework of

the turtle, which constitutes the
only portions from which the
gelatinous flesh, used as the im-
portant garnish of the soup, is
obtained, Hilton passes you deep
fried small cubed pieces of bread
which are called Croutons de Tor-
tue.

The all-important “base” for the
soup comes out of a can or a bottle
and the water tap. Working at an
assembly-line fashion that would
put that arch opponent of “fancy
gourmets,” Henry Ford, to shame,
Hilton Waldorf dishes up thou-
sands of bowls of turtle soup to a
gullible and somewhat idiotic pub-
lic that, in more ways than one,
eats the stuff up.

It's become an inhuman culinary
factory, devoid of art and satis-
faction, and the conditions of the
dishwashers are intolerable.

G. P,

Wage Swindle
Baltimore, Md.
The large department stores

here have found a very legal way
to keep wages down. The federal

minimum wage is $1.15 an hour:

“for full time employes.” There’s
the rub. The department stores
arrange it so that their employes
work 88% hours a week. This
means they are not “full time”
employes and don't have to be
paid the minimum.

A, Robert Kaufman

Conditions in Houston

- Houston, Texas

Thought I was out of a job last
week but it seems like I still have
one because the boss couldn’t find
some one to work for less money,.
I make $1.50 an hour for a nine-
hour day, six-day week. That's
cheap labor but jobs are hard as
anything to get here. There are
hundreds of people out of work
and many going hungry, so it’s not
a pretty picture,

I am hoping and working so
that someday people here in the
South will wake up to the prob-
lems that face us and pitch in and
work, also so that we won’t have
to look upon people without jobs
and worrying about where their
next meal is coming from and see-
ing kids running around without
any shoes because they don’t have
any to wear.

Some of our relatives collect
things from peoples’ garbage cans
and the things that are piled up
beside the cans for the garbage

Our Readers

man to take. They make their liv-
ing by fixing these things and
selling them in a swap shop. There
are hundreds of these swap shops
in the city. The most unusual
thing about it is that we were
helping these relatives until we
stated our position on the Negro
problem. That done it up for good
as far as they were concerned.
They said they’d rather starve.
So you can see how hate domi-
nates these people here in the
South.

Keep up the good work that you
are doing because some day peo-
ple down here will realize that
you and others like you spent your
whole life in seeing that the truth
is printed.

W. B.

Facts on U.-S. "Democracy"

Cleveland, Ohio

In the capitalist nations, or so-
called “free world,” the bour-
geoisie, who are masters of all
the country’s wealth, subordinate
the non-propertied classes and de-
prive them of many economic
rights, Equality and democracy
exist only as words in much pub-
licized declarations.

Actually no equality exists. How
can we draw the sign of equality
between the capitalist, who owns
the factory, and the worker who
owns no part of it and has to work
for the capitalist?

The domination of the ruling
class in the so-called free world
can be clearly seen in the very
composition of the organs of
power. Take the U.S. Congress,
for instance. Out of 531 members,
more than half are lawyers and
one guarter are bankers and busi-
nessmen. There's not one single
worker or rank-and-file farmer.
That is why Congress pursues a
policy that is not-in the interests
of the American people.

In keeping with the will of this
“democratic” organ, 78 per cent of
the budget was earmarked for war
preparations in 1961. Where does
this stupendous sum needed for
military expenditures come from?
The greater part of the budget,
54 per cent, is to come from taxes
paid by the population, while the
corporation tax only amounts to
23 per cent.

President Kennedy said that the
increase in war preparations has
been attained by reducing certain
civilian measures, This comes at
a time when the country is 100,000
classrooms short and about two
million boys and girls cannot
study under normal conditions.
This makes it clear whose interests
the “free world” expresses and to
whom it gives real freedom.

The essence of “free-world
democracy” was aptly described
by Dr. Fidel Castro who said that
anyone in the U.S. was free to
own a newspaper with a two-mil-
lion circulation if he has two mil-
lion dollars in his pocket.

G. C.

Ray of Sunshine

Seattle, Wash.

I am trying to live on a small
pension and don’t have the money
I would like to buy good reading
matter with. Am enclosing a token
offering. My subscription is paid
for the year.

The bells on the fair grounds
are ringing. (They are near me.)
The sun is bright after the rain.
If our outlook could be as bright
for the years ahead, I would be
happy. :

I hope the folks who have
money will donate to help bring
the facts to us. I wish you pros-
perity. :

E. H.

Thought for the Week

“There was considerable pressure on the president to go on the air
tonight to discuss the stock market, but what would he say? He could
say that Wall Street was selling stocks but that Main Street was still
buying goods, He could say that the basis of the economy is fundamen-
tally sound and that prosperity was just around the corner. But that’s
what President Hoover said in 1929, and after reflecting on that, he
went off.to his birthday party in the Blue Ridge foothills.” — James ;
.Reston in a May 29 Washington report to the New York Times
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