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Belgian
Remain

Strikers
Defiant

Fail to See Why They Should .
Pay for Losses to Capitalists

’ By Tom Kemp
- BRUSSELS, Jan. 16 — At the end of three weeks of

struggle, the workers of Belgium stand firm in the whole
of the heavy industrial region of the French-speaking

vy

Supreme Gourt
Voids Travis’
T-H Conviction

A long and costly legal battle
forced upon a former official of
the independent Mine, Mill and
Simelter Workers ended in vic-
tory Jan. 16. The Supreme Court
reversed the conviclion of Mau-
rice E. Travis, fermer secrefary-
treasurer of the unicn, on
charges of filing false non-

Communist affidavits® with the

Labor Relations Board.

The conviction was reversed
on the ground that Travis
should have been iried in the
District of Columbia, where he
filed affidaviis in 1951 and 1952,

“and not in Denver.

The drive to imprison Travis
marked the opening of a com-
bined government-employer as-

sauit on the unidén which was

expelled from the CIQ in a cold-
war mowve in 1950, Last year 17
present and former officials of
the union were convicted on a
similar charge. Indictments
were brought against them at
ihe height of bitterly fought
strikes against the major copper
producers. ’
Despite the union-busting
drive, copper workers won a
1¥i-day strike last vear at

Anaconda Copper and a 181-|

day strike at  Phelps - Dodge
However, & seven-month sirike
Bunker HI} Co., in
Coeur d'Alene, Idahn, was brok-
en last month.

Nigenfm? Score
US. Racialism

The Nationa! Council for
Nigeria and the Camercons, a
mzajor political party in Nigeria,
has demanded that the govern-
ment protest fo the United
States for racial discrimination
in a Virginia restaurant against
C. Uchomo, Second Secietary of
the Nigerian Embassy.

“It is a matter of regret,” said
a statement to the press, “that
America, self-appointed Ieader
of the Western power blocs and
great advocate of racial equalily
in oiher peoples’ countries,
should be a couniry to practice
racial  discrimination against
Nigeria.

“The NCNC believes that a
couniry devoid of respect for
human dignity, a country with
compiletely bankrupt racisl
policy. a country which still
lives in the dark ages, has no
claim to leadership of free
men.”’

+3outh, as well as in the more
class-conscious sections of the
Flemish North,

The afterncon of Jan. 5 saw a
massive demonstration in Liege
which showed the insurrectional
temper of the Walloon (French-
speaking) working class, In
Brussels, which has few impor-
tant industries, the stirike has
iargely subsided. However, an
atmosphere of expectation and
vigilance reigns among the mili-
tant workers and the events. in
Liege may spark another out-
burst of determined anger in the
capital itself such as those-lhal
have taken place over the past
several weeks,

The stiike movement began as
a protest against the “Loi Uni-
que” (Single Law) sent to par-
liament by Premier Gaston Eys-
kens, leader of the Christian So-
cial-Liberal coalition govern-
menl. The ohject of the Eyskens
“austerity” measure was 1o pass
onto the shoulders of the work-
ing people the 'burden of read-
justmeni now facing the Belglan
capitalist class. !

However, once the movement

gripped the workers, it rapidly

assumed dimensions and & form

‘which the leaders, of the Belgian

Socialist party and trade-union
federation had nof bargained ror.
In large measue, then, the
strikes have been pressed for-
ward by the ranks, under a so-
cial-democratic and centrist type
leadership, which" provide no
real sense ¢of direction.

The Belglan movement thus
hag  immmense_ lessons for the
wo‘.“k‘él‘s ot éthel Buropéax couh-
tries. It Shows boffi the tremen-
dous potential of combativity
concealed behind the present-
day “prosperity” of the working
class and the'danger that this
can be dissipatéd wunless a
Marxist leade¥ship is available
to direct these energies towards
the aboelition of capitalism.

The Sackgnound :

What are the historical factors
behind the present eruption of
the class struggle in Belgium?
The southern part of the country
is the oldest industrisl region in
continental, Europe, Its wealth
is founded on coal and heavy in-
dustry.
tightly knit industrial working

class with a high level of class

CONSCiousness.

The workets ih this region are
organized in a Socialist party
with a parliamentary and re-
formist leadership, and in pow-
erful trade unions. The unions
are largely under the conoirol of
relatively young and dynamic

-|Jeaders who emerged during the

war o1 the postwar period,
In the favorable conditions
of postwar expansion, the

. workers have. been able great-
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A Traveling

Advocate

Of World Brotherhood

By Harry Ring

The Rev. Ashion Jones is a
tall, wiry man who speaks in a
soft, pleasant way. When he
walked into the Militant office
one afternoon last week hig tan-
ned face and lumher jackel sug-
gested an outdoor worker,

For the past 39 years he has
been outdoors a good deal. Ash-
ton (he believes all men
brothers and shouid ecall cach
other by iheir first name) is a
traveling advocate of world
brotherhood, .

This occupation in his native
South has kept him_in the fole-
front of the integralion slruggle.
For some time he and his wife,
Marie, traveled in a trailer spe-
cially built on a fruck chassis.
To express the theme of brother-
hood, the sides of the trailer
were decoraied with a white
hand and a dack hand clasped
together.

Marie is in poor health now
and can no longer accompany
Wer crusading husband. The
trailer was wrecked by racists
in Louisiana and with the aid
of friends he has replaced it
with a British compact car. Like
the old trailer, banners on the
cay urge pmthe; haod.

are’

Talking with this amiable
man, it is difficult to visualize
the suffering he has endured at
the hands of racist authorities.

He guielly deseribed how the
most recent of his 20 arrests in
the South began after he and a
Negro minister staged a sit-in at
a Dallas, Texas, lunch counter
last Easter Sunday. -

From Dallas, Ashton travelled
to Marshall, Texas, where Negro
students from Wiley Col]ege had
slaged a mhssive sit-in action
and had been attacked with fire
hoszes. -

While he was on Wiley
campus, police suddenly ap-
peared and jailed ‘him for

Yvagrancy.” He was sentenced

to 90 days or a $200 fine plus
., $28 court costs.

Ashton was in jail ten (lays
before his wife and a lawyer
weie able to raise $450 to posi
bond pending appeal.

During those ten days he was
kicked down a flight of sieel
steps, lashed wilth -a rawhide
whip and confined to a sweathox

«cell,

On release; he encountered the
“law” again in Shrevesport, La.

- (Continued on Page 2)

It possesses & large and

Hamilton Helmes and Charlayne Hunter as they returned
to the University of Geergia after their lives had been
threatened by armed Ku Klux Klansmen,

Ga.
On School

Under compuision of new

federal courl orders, the Uni-

versity of Georgia reinstated
two Negro studenis Jan. 16.
Four days earlier, university of-
ficials had bowed to a'mob or-
genized by the Ku Klux and
had suspended the two slu-
dentls. Meanwhile, Gév. Van-
diver outlined plans toithe state
legislature Jan. 18 1o reireat
from a policy of “massive ve-
sistance” to school desegregation
to one of legal evasion.

In the first -three gays. after

their return to the Athens, Ga.,

¢ampus, Charlayne Alberta
Hunter, 18, and Hamilton E.
Holmes, 1%, went quietly to
classes, followed ‘ten paces be-
hind by plainclothesmen. Only
occasional Jeers greeted the
courageous pair and a number
of studenis made a point of
extending friendly words of
welcome.

Boston Crowd
Gives Fuehrer
Hot Reception

BOSTON, Jan. 16 — George
Lincoln Rockwell, head of the
swastika-wearing American Nazi
party, whe came to this cily
vesterday with a truckload of
uniformed *“storm {irocopers”
from headquarters in Arlington,
Va., got a hot reception. -

Rockwell had anncunced his
intention to picket the film
“Exodus” which deals with
Israel. By the time the fuehrer
arrived, a crowd of counter-
pickets which police estimated
from 2,000 to 10,000 had as-

sembled, When they began
chanting. “We Want Rock-
well,” as the Nazi chief ap-

peared, police hustled him away.

The Harvard Crimson, esti-
mating the crowd at 500, said to-
day that ‘part of the counter-
pickets consisted of vefugees
from Nazi conceniration camps.
Many college studenis also
showed up.

“"Most of the students said
they felt that the Nazis had a
right to picket the theater,”
the paper continued, “but up-
held their own picketing as
‘the only way we can protesi
against what they stand for.

“The Young Socialist Alliance,
whose leaflels were distribuied
all over the Boston aica, had a
small group of picketeers. Many
lalbor  unions, including the
ILGWU, also marched in pro-
test, A young couple, carrying a
baby. typified the sentiments of
the rest of the crowd when they
said, ‘We don’t belong to any
group, we just came down to do
anything we can to help.' ¥

According to’ one newspaper
account the truckload of Nazis
never arvived, due to break-
downs and wrong turns, How-
ever, a few swastika-wearers dld
show up on schedule.

When the crowd saw them, a
greal shoul of anger went up.
Eggs were thrown, some of
which spattered the 125 police
They hurriedly ushered. the
Nazis inside the theater and then

; uut of town‘

Racists

Retreat
Jim Crow

With press reports that Klan
“secouts” were in the area, the
campus assumed a siege-like
guality, Floodlights bathed the
grounds and buildings at night,
burricades stood near the cam-
pus entrance and squad cars
prowled the streets near Miss
Hunter's dormitory. No new
mobs formed.

An encouraging body of
cumpus opinion is mobilizing to
prevent any future mob action,
Shortly after the two students

'.,-wefre suspended, a mass meget-
\ing ‘ot faculty ‘members drafted

a resolution insisting they be
returned to classes with the
necessary protection that offi-
cials had been “unable or un-
willing” to give them.

. About two-thirds of the 600
faculty members have en-
dorsed the resolubion despite
@ threatening blast from the
state legislature.

A newly formed Siudents for
Constructive Action was re-
ported working virtually around
the clock to ensure that there
would be no new difficulties for
the two students. The group en-
dorsed the facully resolulion
and 282 sludents signed a
statement calling for immediate
suspension of “all students tak-
ing part in mob demonstra-
tions.” '

The student group is headed
hy Barbara Veal, captain of the
vniversity’s debating team.

She told newsmen, "I .think
most of us are ashamed” of
the mob acticn that drove the
two off the campus. She urged
they be accepted back “with-
out any trouble,”

Another resolution urging
that the pair be treated with
dignity and couriesy was adopt-
ed by 65 students who said they
represented  several  hundred
olhers.

Official treatmeni of the gun-
toting Klansmen who led the
attack on the campus did little
to ensure that the hooded thugs
would not make a new iry.
Three of the admitted Klansmen

{Continued on Page 3}

N.Y. Tug Strike
Involves Fight
To Save Jobhs

. By Alex Harte

JAN. 19 — Some 100,000 rail-
road commuters in the New
York metropolitan area were
compelled 1o seek alternate
means of transportation when
the New York Central and the
New Haven Railroad suspended
opérations after striking harbor
tug and ferryboatmen estab-
lished picket lines at their pas-
senger terminals.

The -strike began on Jan. 10,
when crews on tugs, ferryboats,
car floats, barges and lighters,
urder contract to 11 railroads
serving the port of New York,
walked off in a dispute over
manning scales on the railroad
tugs.

Contract negotlanor&s broke
down over the demand by rail-
road management that they be
given the right to reduce the size
of the present five-man crews orf
railroad tugs.

The negotiations remain dead-
locked over this issue. The em-
pioyers have proposed to freeze
the present crew size for one
year, after which reductions
could be made 120 days follow-
ing written notice 1o the union
involved., Disagreemenis to be
Submitted to final and binding
a1 bitration.

The unions involved are
AFL-CIO affiliated Masters,
Mates and Pilots, Marine Engi-
neers Beneficial Association and

Scafarers International Union.

They are standing firm on the
position thal no jobs be elimin-
ated unless changes in technol-
ogy or methods of work abolish
the need for the joh.

The unions counter mana-
gement’s arbitration proposal
by demanding the retention of
the status quo for a period 1o
be fixed by the employers.
After the termination of that
period all proposals to° cut

. crews and establish minimuiy
manning scales would be sub-
ject to reconsideration.

While the immediate dispute
involves only 664 workers, the
issues raised are far-reaching
and; can affect a great many
thousands of railroad and other
workers. This is made plain in
the paid advertisemént of the
railroad tycoons.

What is involved is the issue
of *featherbedding” which the
railroad cdmpanies of this coun-
try have made their number one
target. Millions of dollars have
been expénded in newspaper,
riagazine, radio and television
advértising to create a favor-
able “public opinion™ in opposi-

tion to " alleged “make-work”

union rules,

It is the same izsue which
was raised by the steel cor-
porations in their assauli on
vnion work-rules in the 118-
day steel strike last year.

The main issue in the New
York tug strike, say the iail-
road ads, is the demand for
union “make-work” on raiiroad
boaty. “This is the same basic
economic issue that confronts
the nation,” they claim, “in al-
most every area of business and
industry.”

For the railroad owners and
meamnagers it is a matter of “prin-
ciple”, they aver, “to fight the
unions’ demands for ‘make-
work' every step of the way.”
Recently, Eidenhower appointed
his Secretary of Labor, James
Miichell, to head a committes

to act as a fact-finding board in
" (Continued on Page 3)

509,000 Layo

Stun

Cuba Rally
Big Success

In Bay Area

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 14—
Moie than a thousand people
carne to the Fair Play for Cuba
Committee's first public meeting
in the Bay Area last night. This
outpouring of people anxious in
learn the truth about Cuba ex-
ceeded the committee’s expecia-
tions, and a second hall had
be hastily rented to accommo-
date the overflow, Speakers
shuttled between the two halls
to repeat their talks.

Even the second hall was
filled to capacity and finally
about 200 disappointed people
had to be turned away

Marshall Windmiller, San
Francisco State College profes-
sor, chaired. He pointed out that
no major political event abroad
had been so misvepresented in
the American press as the Cuban
Revolution. One purpose of the
meeting, he said, was to set the
record straight.

The internationzlly famous
scuiptor Beniamo Bufano was
the first speaker. Viewing the

more than capacity crowd, he|

said the meeting was a fine|

thing; but to be really effective |

we should be on the street cor-
ners speaking to those millions
who are reading only the lies of
the American press about Cuba,

He said that the foreign policy
of the government was the re-
sponsibillty of 'all of 'us, and be
pointed to the lateni power of
America’s 860,000,060 wage
earners.

"If the American labor
movement had a different
leadership.” he. declarsd, “the
workers could stop the wheels
of industry until the govern-
ment reversed its policy of
aggrescsion toward Cuba,

Paul M. Sweezy, coeditor of
the Monthly Review, was the
1nain speaker. A recent visitor fo
Cuba, he categorically denied
published reports that the Cuban
economy is on. the verge of col-
lapse. Far from that, he said,
Cuba has registered a 30 per cent

{Continued on Page 3)

Lynn to Debate
Blackwell on
Events in Cuba

BROOKLYN, NY. — “Is the
Castro  Regiine Progressive?”
will be the subject of a debate
here Saturday, Jan. 28. The af-
firmative will be upheld by Con=
rad J. Lynn, civil-liberties at-
forney and a sponsor of the Fair
Piay for Cuba Committee. Rus-
sel Blackwell oI -the Libertarian
League wil} defend the negative.

Sponsored by the Labor Edu-
cational. League, the debate will
be held at 8:30 p.m. at 228 Ash-
land Place. (BMT or IRT to Ful-
ton Bt. in downtown Brooklyn.)

.er’s advisers,”
‘Wall Street Journal, “blame the

un Forecasters
Of Mild Recessu“’*"

Admit Situation Will Worsen* i
During February and Maamh

By Tom Kerry

JAN. 17 — The rise in unemployment 1ast mantﬁ’
exceeded all forecasts as 509,000 were added to the growing:
army of jobless workers. The -official “‘unad;usted” total.

of 4,540,000 was the largest for any December since 1940_
(The “seasonally adjusted” figure was 4,900,008.) ’I‘he"n—

crease from November

was three times the usual rise,
*No informed person had ex-

pected the- December statistics

on employment and unemploy-

ment 1o make pleasant reading,”
was the editorial comment of
the Jan. 15, New York Times,
which added: *The reality, how-
ever, has proved to be even
worse than was expected. The
number of unemployed last

‘month was more than 4,500,000,

the highest for any December
since 1940. The seasonally ad-
justed unemployment rate was
6.8 percent, the highest since the
1958 recession.”

And, the editorial adds, “the
Department of Labor, whose es-
timate for last mpnth proved too

Jlow, now estimates unemploy-

ment  will be 5600:000 this

.month and almost as greaf dur-

ing February and Marech.”

This, the editorial concludes,
"is, obviously, too much un-
employment.” It most certain-
1y isl!

Yet, the outgomg Eisenhower

'admmistlation still insists it is
no recession, -but simply a 'roll-

ing adjustment.” “Mr. Bisenhow-
says the Jan. 17,

downturn mainly on a business

‘inventory adjustment they be=

‘lieve will end soon. The Presi-
dent’s farewell economic report
to Congress, due Wednesday,”
it adds, “is expected {o predict
an  early business recovery.”
Meanwhile?

Meanwhile, as the U.S, De-
pariment of Laber's monihly re-
pert on the status of the Labor
forece points out: “The number
of persons unemploved for i5
weeks or longer was unchanged
over the month at 1.0 million.
However, this group of long-
term unemployed rose by about
260,000 between the third and
fourth quarters of 1960 and was
also 200,000 higher than a year
earlier,

“As in November, about half
the long-term unemployed had
been jobless for more than six
months, The majority of this
group of very long-term unem-
ployed was made up of adult
men. The groups most affected
by prolonged unemployment are
workers over 45, nonwhites, and
workers last employed in min-
ing, transportation, or duraple
goods manufacturing.”

Where Are We?

What of the prediction of an
“early business recovery?’ Sey-

‘mour’ L. Wolfbein, Depuly As-

sistant Secretary of Labor and
manpower specialist for the La-
bor Department, said that even
without any further economic
downturn, “normal seasonal fac-
tors probably would swell the
jobless total fo 5,500,000 this
month, 3,600,000 in February,
{Continted on Page 2)-

totals#

A Tlmely Toplc,

For Final Talk
By. Eisenhower

In his farewell speech to the
American people, broadeast over
radio and television, Eisenhower
warned against the danger to
our liberties 1mp11cit in -a-¥ast
military establishrment gnd: an
armaments industry unparal-
ieled in peacetime. :

While the warning was’ soma—

.what belated, it was, neverthe-

iess, welcome. As an arm!'/
career man who was elevated by
the capitalist class to -the posi-’
tion. of Commander-in- Chlef“ of.
the entire American . mllitary
establishment, Ezsenhower i in
& position to know whergof. hq
speaks. He “contributed -oye
than his share to ihe Prussaan -t
zation of Awmerican life.- 2

His warning, although WeI*
come;:, is couched in the w gng
tense. Instead of . spehk gt
the future perll of- mﬂ:tafism he

should have a dﬂessed‘ 2?11
to the preBent reality ais-

‘elosed by the, budget he submits

ted io Congressonly one’ day Be-
foré he took to the air ;o bid:ug.
farewell.

For in: ElSenhOWEI. s,‘fare,weil
budget well over onerhalf, the
fotal estimated expensgituce:- of
approximately $80.0 bHlion’ i
devoted to record, peacehme
military spending., .- {-

For the former year, to’tal esti-
mated budget expendituries total
§78,945,000,000 of which $45, 930 i~
000,000 is requested for Liliary
expenses. For the year 192, the
figures are $80,865,000,00C  and,
$47,392,000,000 w1th almos] the-
entire $2 billion increase g mg'
mor mmtary expenses,.

It is a frightening mami&stig\-
tion of the voracious appetite. off
the military machiné which e¢én-"

tinues to devour an mc;:easmg !

share_of our national ‘wealth ;a8
well as undermine and destroy
our civil liberties. Farewell
speeches, especially accompanied
by prayers, are all very .good,.
But we think something. should
be done about the situation noiy!

With millions of workers
now unemployed, underempldy-
ed and partially employed, the
$46 billion military items in Eis-
enhower’s 1961 budget could be
better used for building homes,
schools, hospitals, highways and
public parks as well as provide
money for medical research, to.
combat the killer disedses. that
afflict mankind. Also,to providé
the funds to ‘extend the paymeiit
of unemployment compensamen
for the full period of unemploy-
ment ai trade-unfon wages’.for
the miitions
WOy kers

Labor Needs New, Militant Leadership

By Jack Barton

DETROIT, Jan. 14 -~ What
the labor movemeni needs now
is a united rank-and-file con-
ference in Washington to plan
and slart a campaign for the 30-
hour week at 40-hours’ pay.

What the Unifed Auto Work-
ers needs is the mobilization of
rank-and-file and local senti-
ment demanding that the com-
ing UAW convention in April
make 30-for-40 its major de-
nand in the 1961 coniract nego-
iiations.

And what both the UAW and
the rest of the labor movement
need is a fight for internal de-
mocracy to return control of
the unigns fe the rank and file.

These were the views ex-
pressed last night by Cross
Misheff, a member’ of the Na-
tional Comunittee for Democ-
rafic Action in UAW, speaking
at a well attended meeting of
the Friday Night Socialist
Forum at Eugene V..Debs Hall.

Misheff bégan with a brlstlmg
attack on the corporations. He
cited facts and figures {o prove
that their. lust “for profits at
home and abrcad has turned
automation inlo a weapon for
eliminating workers from their
jobs and weakening the unions.

Equally sharp was his critic-

ism of the top union leaders,
whorn he charged with being
soft and timid foward the
employers while being tough
and hard with the -ranks of
their own unions,

He gave numerous cxamples
to show how the unicn leaders
pay lip service to the fight for
shorter hours, but in practice
impede and bleck that fight.
And he quoted chapter and
verse to show how the union
bureaucrats have been iaking
away, restricting and under-
mining the democratic rights
of rank-and-file union members.

The National Committee for
Democratic Action in UAW,
Mistieff said, has a program to

meet these problems, and is
working hard o win support
for it. He urged all auto work-
ers and UAW locals to join with
it in flooding Solidarity House
with resolutions and telegrams
demanding that 30-for-40 be
made the number one demand
at the Apri! UAW convention.

Jokless Should Act

He also expressed the convie-
tion that it would be a good and
healthy thing for thousands of
jobless UAW members to hold
a mass demonstralion ringing
Cobo Hall, where the conven-
tion will be held, with slogans
calling on the union to fight for
jobs for all.

One'of the NCFDA’s chief
goals, Misheff explained, is to
help return the union to the
rank and file, The unions must
ke made democratic, he said,
because that is the way to
raise the fighting capacity of
the rank and file. .

The: NCFDA favors .changing

the UAW constitution fo provide
for the election of officers by
membership referendum rather
than by convention Qelegates
and to bring paid officials un-
der the control of the members.

Other points touched on by
Mishefi were. the need to in-
tensify the fight against anti-
Negro discrimination, especially
acute in the skilled irades jobs,
and the need for labor to de-
velop an independent policy on
disarmament.

Unlike Goldbery

Misheff was introduced to the
forum by Art Fox, also an
NCFDA member and a cochair-
man of the local unemployed
movement in the 1958 recession.
Fox contrasted Misheff with
Arthur Goldberg, the new secre-
tary of labor. .

Goldbery is the architect
and symbol of labor-manage-
ment collaboration, Fox sgid.
while Misheff represents the -
other side of the plctutha

rank and file. rlsing to° s.sseri
their democratic r:ghis ]
leadership,

Misheff explained his w1lhng-
ness to speak at a socjalist
forum by declaring that the
crying need is for a united.
labor .movement' capable. .. OF.
beating back the corpox
and government oﬁez;swe
against labor's siandard of Liv-
ing, and that ™ he. den{. ‘care

what the color or pohézcs of &
man is as long as he will Jmn

the campaign to build ihat kind

of movement.

The Hard“VV_dy__ :

The New York Board of Edu-
cation has raised $142,000 for a.
special project to se¢k improved -

methods of training teachers-ag--
signed to- “underprwdEgéd” i
netghhorhoods.’ The hoard hasin't
considered the ifen that it rmg:

be- easier. and better. to' just
prove the. nelgfxbplhgod& ik

Ee

of unempioyed -



“etéria, he was awested by two

cother prlsoners news photos of

.at Wlley Coliege

. submit -to psxch]etuc examzna-
“tior,, That was_andther 17 days.

_out, was a fnember of the White

: Unnohced Oppression

‘docto:‘s, engineers, ete. He offers

~of the Allied Citizens Defense

" Ravolution?” Speaker,
" ‘arza, Friday, Jan, 27, §: 15 p.m.

t‘nge Twn : P

THE MILITANT

g .

(Coxtmued from Page I}
‘While eating in a Negro caf-
TOpS, on a vagranty
‘charge.

Hé was thrown into the bull
peh. and_ a jailer showed the

again

him shakmg hands with a Negro

The prisoners beat him so
savagely 3hat h,e requ:.red four
s!uchﬂs m hxs ]aw.

He was ‘thefi~held in solitary
for foum days béfore a heaving at
.which a judge ordered him to

{The- “psych:atnst” it {urned
Cltizens Councit,)

“PFinally, a “t£ial” was set, By
this time Marie had managed to
secuare  the Services of 'a local
‘lawyer. ~But a previous. case
prevented the lawyer from being
in-court on' thg morning of Ash-
ton's trlal date. A request for
a postponement was denied and

~Ashton was convicted, without |
of vagrancy and dis- |

‘eounsel,
turbing the peace. The sentence
—eighf months on a prison farm,
Prison farm officials per-
mitted prisonexs io beat him.
- They hung him from an upper
bunk by the hesls, shaved the
hair from his head and body.
Hé Wwas taken to a lake and
heLd und.er -water some 25
‘h.jtles. b
Finally, $1 500 bond was raised
and: that partiéular nightmare
ehiled;
For Ashton, there. was a

ertmg from Miami in the
Jan 19 New York Times, Sam
Eope Brewer notes that most of
those leaving Cuba are lawyers,

th:s expianatlcn

L “Most of the really poor in
_Cuba are said to be better off
tha,n before the revolution and
.nct to m:mee the oppression.”

0f Events

.. - -DETROIT
“An Answer to Police Brutal-
ity” ‘— speaker, Albert Stokes,

Leagiie. Friday, Jan. 27, 8 p.m.

Debs ' Hall, 3737 Woodward.
Ausp! ‘s‘f‘riday Night Secialist

Foruns

it - e :
?Nzw ?onx _

The, Ef;ﬁecl of the Cuban Revo-
Ii.lhon in | Brazil and Argentina,
A,dnscu jion of social problems
and ‘poli itical developments in
‘the majlor Latin-American coun-
tues (gseakel Marval Scholl
Frldav,,Jan. 27. 8:30 p.m. Mili-
tant Latbor Forum, 116 Univer-
mty Plice {off Union Sq.) Con-
trib. 5}r cents.

. .

/ LOS ANGELES
. “Liabor in the 1980°s” — An
analfysis of key trade union
priblems. Speaker, Jack Storm,
Vetéran ' unionist and socialist.

riday, Jan. 27, 8:15 p.m. Forum
’Hau 1702 Easl Fourth St. Ausp.
Mihtamt Labor Forum. Contrib.
5 cenl.s Unemployed 25 cents.

“Two gix.sossion seminars, (1}
Cuba and the Theory of the Per-
‘mahént- Revolution. Instructor,
Theodore Edwards, socialist
writer and radio confmentator.
Flé‘m 11 a.m. to 12:30. ¢(2) Rise
and  Decline of the American
Comminist Party. Instructors,
Arne Swabeck, a founder of the
Qo munist party, and Max

ld.thqn. socialist iecturer and
organ“izer From 12:30 fo 2 p.m,
'Botl;: seminars on six cénsecutive
$nndays begmnmg Jan. 29, at
‘1702 Bast Fourth St. Ausp. In-
fer hational School of Socialism.
For reservatlons phone AN
924953 or WE 5-0238. Contrib.
$1 50 per series, 35 cents per in-
Afvidual session, .

]
: TWIN CITIES

"Atgeria— Referendum or

Mike

Twin. Cities Labor Forum, 704

ravelmg Advocaie |

bnght healtenmg side to this

.gruesoime picture,

“A young white _couple in

 Shrevesport aftended my trial,”
he said. “They became interested [

in the case and publicly associ-
ated themselves with me. They
raised $500 of the bond modev.
““The wyoung man was -fired
from his job and they had to
move with their children to
Texas.

- “Buf they were quite willing’
to accept this perseculion . to
stand up on this great issue of
equality of ali people. Isn't-that
wonderful?"

For Ashton, the Shrevesport|
rdeal was far from- over. To|
:appeal his conviction, hig lawyer
required a bill of particulars
fiom the court that tried him.
At the beginning of this month,
Ashton returned fo Shrevesport
to confer -with his lawyer, A
block from the lawyer's office
the cops grabbed him again, The
charges — vagrancy and dis-
turbing the peace.

Back in Bull Pen

He was put back in the same
bull pen and again beaten by
prisoners,

To. finish off the ]ob jailers
kicked and stomped him and
beat him with a rubber mailet.

The next morning his lawyer
got him out on bail.

As he was driving out of
town, the car still emblazoned
with brotherheod banners, he
stopped for gasoline. Near the
entrance 1o the station ancther
car ferced him to the curb. A

"man leaped ouf, cursed and
beat him and then proceeded
to riddle the car’s chassic with
bullets,

“He obviously didn inlend to

kill me,”” Ashion observed
calmlv. “He was too close 1o
miss."

. On Jan. 18, Ashton is due hack
in Shrevesport {fo stand trial. He
assumes he will be convicted and
given the maximum six-month
‘sentence on each of the two
charges. Before yeturning to face
.this ordeal, he is.seeking to raise
bond money so he won't be put
back in prison pending appeal
.if he's convicted.

How does he size up the
struggle for racial equality at
thig point?

“Progress is being made se¢
fast in the integration field”
he faid, "that it's causing a
rather violent reaction among
some of the rabid segregation-
ists,”

Does he need help?

Oh, no, he replied. The Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union has
.entered the case and will handle
any ‘necessary apeals. (The
ACLU has alse demanded a fed-
‘eral investigation of the viola-
'tion of Ashton's civil rights by
the Shrevesport police.) Also,
the Emergency Civil Liberties
Committee plans a suit against
Shrevesport officials under the
federal civil-rights act.

There are still legal fees for
‘Ashton to take care of, though.
And there's still the problem of
food and gasoline.

Anyone who wants to help out
on this should send & contribu-
tion care of Mrs. Marie Jones,
3840 Denlon Ave., So, Gabrielle,
Calif. She will forwargd it

Negro Unionists
Slate Workshop

The Negroe American Labor

Council, an organization of Ne-
gro unionists, will hold a na-
tional workshop in Washington,
D.C., Feb. 17 and 18. Subject of
the wori;shop will he race bias
in labor, industry and govern-
ment. The council is striving to
have 5,000 of its supporters par-
ticipate.
. An announcement of the gath-
ering pointed to growing un-
employment among Negroes and
the ‘additional urgency this
places on working out practical
steps to combat diserimination in
apprentice 1iraining programs,
Jim Crow union practices and in
the field of government contract
work.

Information on the workshop
may be obtained from the coun-
il at 217 West 125 St., New York

27, N.Y., Room 319.

Hennepm Ave,

‘local D

irectory

cro T BOSTON
‘Bogten Labor Forum, 295 Hunting.
ton AVe.. ‘Roem 200,
CHICAGO
Soc]&]ist Workers Party, 382 SBouth
Canal"8t., Room 210. WE 9.5044,
CLEVELAND
L Socia!isl Workars Pm-ty. 5927 Euclid
Ava., Roorn 23, Cleveland 3, Ohio,
DEMVER
Milltant Labor Forum, 1227 Cali-
fornia, MAin 3-0993. For labor and
soclalist hooks, [International Book
Exchange. 122744 Californta, Open 5:3¢

" p.m. to ¥ pan. Mon! through Fri

: DETROIT
E'.ugenc V. Debs Hail, 3?3? Wood.
ward. i TEmple 1635,

; LOS ANGELES
: Forum Half and Modern Beok Shop,
_Soéialist, Workeru Farty‘ 17062 Eaat
Fourth St.. AN 9.4953. or WE 5. 9238.
Open A3 noon — 5 pm &ally. Sat. 9
L% rr\, — 5 pi. 1
MILWA:U'KEB

MININEAPOLIS
Soclalist Workers Party and Labar
Book Store, 704 Hennepin Ave., Hall

‘| 740. FEderal 2-77A%

MNEWARK
Newark Labor Forum,
Newark, M. J.-
NEW YORK CITY
Militant Labor Forum, 116 University
Place, AL 5-7852,
CGAKLAND - BERKELEY
P.D. Beox 34] Berkeley 1,
Phane GL $-1764,
PHILADELPHIA
MHitant Labor Forum eand Soclallst
Workers Party, 1303 W, Girard Ave
f.éctures and discussions every Satur.
day, 8 F.M.. followad by open house
Call PO 3.5620. .
3AN FRANCISCO -
. Fhe Militant, 1145 Polk 8t., Room 4
Sat. 1§ AM. to 3 P:M. Fho'ne PR &-
7294; If no answer, VA 4-232]
SEATTLE
1412—16th Avormq. !:;A

Box 361,

Caltf,

-019!

" | brary., ‘bbsketote; Open 12 ‘hoon to 5

!sp sq.u Juiidau; Ave.

Pl - Sntuﬂinm

By Cyrus Thomas

“Organized labor had a bleak
year” in 1960, says New York
Times labor expert A. H. Ras-
kin in the Jan. 9 year-end-re-
vicw published by the news-
paper, “but il hopes for a cheer-
ier climate under the Kennedy
Administration.”

Summing up the dismal 196(}
record, Raskin points out ‘that
“Unemployment, slack business
conditions and stiffer manage-
ment resistance at the bargain-
ing table combined to hold down
‘union wage gains in 1960. To
add to labor’'s unhappihess,

Lhiigher living costs and a slight

reduction in the average work

‘week wiped out the effect of

hourly pay scales”

“The result,” Raskin con-
cviudes, “waz that the average
factory worker wound up the
year. with less
power in his weekly wage en-
velope than he had _at the
start.”

What Raskin descrlbes is the
steady deterioration in the
workers' standard of living. This
reduction in the purchasing
power of lhe working people
serves to: accelerate the deepen-
ing recession. .

Escalation Issue

The postwar economy has
been marked by an almost un-
interrupted hike in prices that
piled one increase after another
onto the cost of living. In de-
fense against the waorst effects
ef price inflafion many unions
fought for and won the escala-
{or clause in the union contract.
The clause provides for an auto-
matic wage increase with each
pcrcentage incréase in living
¢osts.

Recently ihe corporations
have underiaken g Herce cam-
paign io take away from the
unions the protection against
inflation provided by the es-
celator clause,

The steel corporations suc-
ceeded in emasculating the
upion escalator clause in the
lig-day strike last year. The
railroad magnates attacked the
cost-of-living clause- in the
union contract. More recently
the General Electric Corpora-
tion eliminated the cosi-of-living
clause when it broke the strike
of the electrical workers. The
clause is a prime target of the

-auto” barons in the coming ne-
United |
‘propose’ to do abouf all this?
They recently met in executive |

gotiations with the
Auilomobile Workers union.
“Escalation,” says the Dec. 24
iscue of Business Week, “could
be a crucial issue in- bargaining
next fall between Detroit auto
producers and UAW.

o p s | iq“
’ g B

purchasing .|

‘and came up with a

Is this millionaire thinking
: 'up ways and means of helping
the werking man?

o Mnion officials insist they
will fight' against any such’
attempt. But all of the com-
.panies “are determined
now —" Says Business Week.
“to hold cost linez in 1961
" even more succesgfully than
they did in 1958."

Elimination of the escalator
cluuse in the face of a constant-
l¥ increasing cost of living
means a slash in the workers’
living standards. Why the cor-
peratxons are eager to eliminate
escalation is indicated by the
figures given by Business Week
for auto. |

“The c-of-1 clause,” it says,
“has added 51 cents an hour to
UAW wages since 1948, The an-
nual improvement factor clause
(tor deferred raises of 2% per-
cent or 6 cents an hour, which-
ever is larger) had added an-
other 61 cenis an hour over the
same period.”

No wonder Business Week re-
ports that the companies are
“unhappy about c-of-1 clauses
in present contracts.”

AFL-CIO Proposals
What do the AFL-CIO tops

session to consider the problem
“20-point
program’ designed “to stem the

recession tide.”

“The key p1anks"’ writes
Bernard D. Nossiter, staff re-
porter for the Washington Post,
Jan. .6, “adopted at a special
meeting of the AFL-CIO Execu-
tive Council, match President-
elect Kennedy’'s own miAmum
piogram.”

Nossiter adds: “The Coun-
cil, top policy-making body
for the federation had been
urged by some in labor to go

beyond Mr. Kennedy's plans. .

Buit on the central items,
President George Meany led
the Council down the Admin-
istration’s road.”

The first five points, labeled
by Meany “as those we have
given the most concern to,”
called fog: aid to depressed
areas: bigger wrban slum re-
moval and public housing pro-
grams; funds for school build-
ings and teachers’ salaries;
raising the present $1 minimum
wage to $1.25 and extending ifs
coverage:;
the aged tied to the, Social Se-
curity sysitem.

The five points of “most con-
cern” to Meany fipured prom-
inently in the Kennedy election
campaign “economic recovery”

program. None pretend to deal |
with the immediate question of |

providing relief for the growing
aimy of unemployed workers.
All were tailored to avoid going
beyond the limits ser by the
Kennedy forces.

Conspicuous by its absence
from the AFL-CIO "20-pojnt -
program” waeas the demand for
4 reduction of the work week
with no reduction in pay. Fail-
ure of the AFL-CIO Executive
Council to endorse this de-
mand has doomed the cam-
paign of the Steel Workers
union directed at Congress for
legislating into existence the
32-hour week,

The labor leaders, who boast
that their support was decisive
in electing the Kennedy-John-
son ticket, are relying on their
“political victory” to meet the
problems created by the drive
on the workers' standard of
lving and the now officially
admitted “recession.”

Kennedy’s Line -

But what does the Kennedy
administration have in store for
thve Amervican workers? A good
indication can bhe gained from
the report entitied “Prospects
and Policies for the 19681 Ameri-
can Economy.” [See last WEeks
Militant.]

This was pl‘epared by a task'

force appointed by Kennedy
and headed by Dr. Paul A.
Samuelson, professor of eco-
nomics at Massachusetts Insti-

and health care for|

dy re Due for Rud"‘.

tete of Technology. The report
represents the thinking of the
Kennedy “brain trust.”

“The influence of the report,”
says the financial writer of the
New York Herald Tribune in the
Jan. 8 issue, “is underscored by
the fact that the new Chief

Executive had postponed his|

major decisions on  budget
and legislative recommendations
awaiting the Samuelson find-
ings.”

The Samuelson report takes
cognizance of the fact that along
with ‘growing unemployment
hus come a constant increase in
the cost, of living. Any frecov-
ery” program, it is admitted,
will be accompanied by addi-
ticnal cost-of-living rises. “Posi-
war experience, here and
abroad,” says the report, “sug-
gests that a mixed economy like

curs may tend to generate an,

upward creep of prices before it
arrives at high employment.”
‘This -in turn leads to resis-
tance from the workers. The
Sarmuelson ~ report anticipates
conflicts that can flare into

fierce class battles in the commg
period. What should be done?

“Will it not be possible,” the
repori asks, “io bring govern-
ment influence te bear on this
vilal matter without invoking
direct controls on wages and
priceg?’

While not replying directly,
the report cobliquely affirms
that it may be hecessary for
ihe government. in the 1960's

"o meet hedd on the problem.
of a price creep.”

The line of the report is in
censonance  with W Kennedy's
vicws on the role of government
in labor-management relations.
Kennedy is for strict conirols
over labor. - )

This has already been refiect-
ed in his contribution to the
union-wrecking Kennedy-Lan-
grum-Criffin law. His secretary
of labor, Arthur Goldberg,
publicly announced his adher-
ence to the concept of the tri-
partite board to setile labor-
management disputes.

Workers old encugh to re-
member the iri-partite swindie

wa

enmg

under such notorious agencies

as the War Labor Board will,
shudder at the prospect of a re-,

turn to government regulation
of wages, hcurs and working
eenditions, Yet, that is the un-
mistakeable note sounded ky the
Kennedy administration,

The union leadérs who pro-
vide a “labor’ cover for Ken-
nedy and his henchman, by Pro-
claiming a program essentially
identical 10 that of the adminis-
tration, are guilty of betraying
the interests of the working
people.

Labor shouid formulate” its
own program o defend the’
workers ageinst the economic
recession and repudiate those
who would cover up the lack
-of an adegquate antirecesdion
policy by the Kennedy ad-l
ministration.

Chief among the demands ior;—

defense of the workers against

unemployment and the rising

cost of living should be the fight

for a 30-hour week at 40-hours,

pay with a cost;of-living clause
in each union contract.

(Continned from Page 1}
Iy to improve their real wage
levels and to wrest social con-
cessions frem the state. This
position of sirength has- de-
_veloped a powerful class con-
seiousness which the Belgian
capitalist class views as a mor-

" tal danger.

The recent difficulties of Rel-
gian capitalism refiects the un-
derlying problems of an ageing,
decrepit indusirial and financial
structure, confronted by meore
vigorous rivals. Investment info
industrial modernization has
been insufficient to epsure a rate
of growth comparable to that of
France and Western Germany.
This has heen partly due to the
overseas interests of Belgian
finance capital and its close tie-in
with a few industrial groups

which has hampered a more

rounded industrial development.

Complicating problems are
those which followed overpro-
duction in the coal mines and the
losz of the Congo. There seems
little doubt that the Belgian
capitalist class can pass the main
brunt of the ¢eal prohlem onto
the workers, many of whom are
foreign immigrants, Even the

.Congo losses have not heen large |

in absclute terfns. Both, un-
Aoubtedly sympioms of weak-
ness, have shaken its confidence
and reguired a reassessment of
future prospects. The “Single
Law” issued from.this necessity.

...509,000 Layoffs

(Continued from Page 1)
5,400,000 in March and 4,200,000
in April.”

“The question is,” says
Wolfhein, “are we at thé bot-
tom of the recession or at the
begmmng? Thals the hard
one,”

There has been a gualitative [
either more than seasonal or oc-

change disclosed in the 509,000
jobless added to the December
total who, Wolfbein noted,
“showed thal unemployment is
reaching the stable core of the
labor force, no longer just the
marginal workers.”

This is confirmed by the La-
bor Department report which
peints out that while “the inci-
dence of unemployment continu-
ed to be highest among teen-
agers,” much sharper increasesin
recent months have been record-
ed by adult workers. “The unem-
ployment rate for married men
-— most of whom are heads of
families—veached 5.1 percent in-
December 1960,” says the re-
port, “compared. with 3.6 per-
cent a year earliér. These work:
ers were a little over a third of
the unemployed a vear ago, but
they have accounted for three-
fifths of the increase since that
time."

Total civilian employment in |

absclute figures rose to a high
in July and then hegan turning
dowriward, plunging 1.2 million
in December to a total of 66.0
miilion.

Ordinarily a seasonal rise oc-
curs in December, No exception

| to this was noted in 1960, but
the rise was so small that when

the proper adjustment was ta-
ken into account, the statistic-
ians had to list payroll employ-
ment in nonagricultural estab-
lishments as hating dropped by
370,000 in December.

"The vise was unusually small
for this time of the year,” says
the Labor Department report, as
“normally there is an increase of
well over half a million jobs as
the sharp Christmas expansion
in trade and post office employ-
ment far outweighs the declines
in constructicn and other out-
door work.”

This December, however, the
usual Christmas employment
rise [the figure was 180,0001 was
offset by an unusually sharp de-
.cline of 300,000 jobs in con-
struction and' a further -down-
turn in ma,nufacturmg eniploy-
ment

Manufeetllrmg gxpl o yment

dropped sharply in December
by almost 300,000 jobs to a total
of 15.9 million. This was a de-
parture from the usual small de-
cline in December job totsls.
“Every major manufacturing in-
dustry reported a decline,” says
the Labor Department report,
‘and almost every decline was

curred where a rise would have
been more customary.”

. "The largest reductions,” adds
the report, “occurred, as in past
months, in durable goods indus-
tries, particularly in primary
and fabricated metals and ma-
chinery and electrical machin-
ery. Apparel employment con-

tinued to decline sharply.”

" For the first time in almost
two years, the number of work-
ers on nonfarm payrolls fell be-
low its year-ago iével in Decem-
ber, “The total,” says the report,
*down by more than 400,000, ve-
flected the continuing job losses
in manufacturing, amounting o
more than 600,000 jobs since De-

ccember a year ago.”

The areas hardedt hit by un.-
employmeni — mining, trans-
portation and durable goods
manufacturing — are Key sec-
ters of the economy. So long
as the fever chart of the re-
eession continues to record in-
creased unemployment in
these sectors it is a sure sign
that the aconomy is in decline
and getting worse,

The Jan. 17, Wall Street Jour-
nal reporis thai the index of in-
dustrial production has declined
for the fifth straighi month in
a row. “The Federal Reserve
Board,” says the WSJ, “said its
saasonally adjusted index of fac-
tory, mine and utility output
dropped in December to 103 per-
cent of the 1957 average. That
was down from November's in-
dex of 105 pércent.”

Factory output began a de-
cline In August 1960 which con-
tinued through December. The
December index of industrial
production was the lowest since
the steel strike-depressed level
of October 1959, said the Federal
Raserve Board,

With auto production off
sharply after the first of the year
it is anticipated that the index
of industrial production will
drop still further in January.
Thus far the Kennedy adminis-
tration that.takes office on Jan.
2 has not indicated what meas-
ures it.proposes_to stem the de-

Stun Forecasters

cline and get the unemployed
workers back on the job.

An interesting facet of the
problem of rising unemployment
is given in the Departmenti of
Labor statistics on partial em-
ployment, The tlotal number of
workers employed in nonagricul-
tural industries is 59.3 millien.
Of these, those who work be-

‘tween 1-34 hours number 11,-

6833,000. These are divided be-
{ween those whid work betwesn

-1-14 hours (3,589,000 and be-

tween 15-34 hours (8,044,000).
Thus, approximately 20 per-
cent of the labor force works
less than 34 hours per week., Of
the remainder, 29,340,000 work
between 35-40 hours. The total
number working less than 40

‘hours is 40,973,000 or 69 per-
‘cent of the labor force. The bal-

ance of those employed in non-
ag’:icuitural industries number-
ing 18,335,000. work over 40
hours. I is ‘only by adding all

‘categories together that an aver-

age figure is arvived at of 385
hours for all persons employed
during the month of December
in nonagricultural industries.
*This is an aspect of the prob-
tem that is deliberately played
down in the capitalist press. It
is a source of considerable error
in computing the actual extent
of upemployment. The official
designation for thase on, short
work weeks' is “under-em-
ployved” and not “unemployed.”
With 69 percent of the total
numbery of nonfarm workers
in the category of ‘under-
emploved” the official unem-
ployment fgures conceal, rather
than rewveal, the full extent of
the problem.
“Under-employvment,” says a

staff writer in the Jan. 10, New |

York Heiald Tribune, “is a word
that packs a bit of political
dynamile. It describes job-seek-
ers unable to get full-time work.
For five years, the Eisenhower
administration has opposed sug-
gestions by liberal Democrats
that the Labor Department take
official account of ‘undei-em-
ployment’ when if puts out
mon’thly unemployment statis-
ties.”

Whal it would mean if the
statistics fncluded the category
“under-employment” was dis-
closed when the article pointed
out: “If this had been done last
month, [Novembes] for example,
the rate of unemployment — a

‘key..political. and economic.sta-

‘figure for

tislic — would have risen from
6.3 percent to 8 percent.”

The way this is worked out is
shown in the following example:
“The number of under-employed
Jast month [November] had the
full-time equivalent of 1,126,000
totaily unemployed. Two under-
employed workers, each on
twenty hours a week, would
comprise one full-time wunem-
ployed worker.”

The figure for December
would be even greater, as the
official statistics, which leave

out the number of under-em-
ployed, was 0.5 percent higher
than in November. The real
December, including
the category of under-employed,
would be very close to 9 percent
as the actual rate of unemploy-
ment. v

In his economic study, under-
taken at the request of Pres-
ident-elect Kennedy, Dr. Paul A,
Samuelson, Professor of Eco-
romics at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology, esiab-
lished that the “critical level”
of 712 percent marked the point
at which the government would
have to initiate emergency meas-
ures to lift the economy out of
the doldrums, “In a country as
wealthy as ours fortunately is,”
says the New York Times, “there
can be no excuse for anything
approaching real suffering

among those who are without}
work through no faull of their |

own,” A sentiment to which we
can all respond with an Amen!

way inconceivable in most other

an instrument of the employing

‘would have been & great mass

‘posed a knotty problem. Some

‘in a nationalist and regionalist

The centers of industry, and
thus the mature industrial work-
ing class with powerful tradi-
tional organizations, are In the
‘Walloon vegion. Over half the
population, however, is Flem-
ish, mainly in rural® areas and
the centers of new indusivies
which have grown, up in recent
years, There is, therefore, a na-
tional problem which, af present,
takes the form of a divided
working class at different levels
of development.

. The more batkward Flemish
workers are deeply influenced
by ihe Caiholic Church which
plays an exceptionzally important
politica)l role. There is a Cath-
olic political parly, the Christian
Spcial Party — of which Prime
Minister Eyskens is a member—
which essentially defends the in-
terests of Belgian capital.

Eqgually important as 2 social |,
factor is the powerful Catholic|.

Trade Union Federation which
controls the bulk of the working
class in 1ihe, Flemish region.
This is part of the attempf,
which the Church has been mak-
ing for some decades, t0 main-
tain or reassert ilg.conirol over
the working masses; an attempt
which accepts, by implication,
‘the existende of a class siruggle
bui seeks to resolve it in line
with a doctrine which maintains
it does not exist.

From this contradiction has
come &8 working-c¢lass move-
ment, largely led by Catholics
of worker origin, who have to
sguare the inevitable demand
of their rank and file for a
militant policy on class issues
wit the collaborationist
teachings of their church.

At times, therefore, the Cath-
olic unions have heen socially
milifant. In the present struggles
they have stood aside, or even
acted as strikebreakers, under
the instruction of the Aich-
bishop himself who went on the
air and attacked the strikes in a

countries of Europe today.

The strike movement against
the Eyskens government has
sharply disclosed the religious
and national division of the Bel-
gian working class, Obviously
the Catholic Church, financed by
helieving emplovers and by
Freemasons alike, has acted as

clags. Without its influence over
the Flemish workers there

movement that could have long

ago swept the Belgian capiiatisis
away.
For the Walloons this has

of the leaders have taken it up

farm. Because thei influence is
paramount in the industrial
areas of the South and seeing
little immediate prospect of in-
creasing  their inrosds in the
Flemish areas, some of them
have been pushing the idea of a
federalist state structure, They
emphasize the distinctiveness of

..Belgian Strikers Remain

Wallonia, Even the question \of
sepatatlon has been broached.
The figure who -has most
caught the imagination as a re-
sult of the strike is the foreeful
and dynamic metal workers
leader, Andie Renard, whose
fieif is the industrial town of
Liege. He symhbolizes and re-
sponds to, the great energies
welling vp from the working

class; he. talks their language

and claims to have no other
ambition than to serve them.
Spéaking from the balcony of
the irade-union center before
the great demonsfiration which
swept through the town on Fri-
day, Jan. 6, he urged the workers
to go on to the end.

But, while aitacking the

govarnment and the employ- -

ers and calling for a new social
and economic policy, the
means Jo be empleoyed re-
mained vague. In fact, in 2
radio interview on Dec. 28, he
-said that the main thing was to
prevent the passage of the
proposed law, with or without
a change of government.
Renard is 2 leading advocate
of the idea of a federal Belgium,
At Liege he explained his rea-
S6ns as in o Way ingicating §

:desire to break the solidarity

with his Flemish comrades—
rrany of whom had taken part in
the struggle—but hecausewe “‘do
noi wish to submit to a Flemish
majovity which will impose pas-
sivity upon us.', . . I am a Wal-
loon,” he added, “I am a_federal-
ist and I shall -remain one. We
do not want fo submit to Flem-
ish clericalism any longer.”

If the Walloon workers did not
hold out against if, Renard de-
clared, Belgian industry would
migrate to the low-wage areas
of the North. If was after listen-
ing to Renard thai, despite con-
ciliatory words from other union
leaders, the vast crowd marched
in a revolutionary spirit through
the town to the sound of the
“Internationale.”

The absence of real slozans for
anything but the end of the

“Single Law” and holding out

until the goverament retrests,
prepares the way, if not for de-
feat, at any rate for a purely
limited success bought at the
price of great sacrifices.

Already these sacrifices are
‘mpunting up, Many of the
strikers have hegen off for
weeks, including the Chrisi-
mas period. Their money is
\runnmg low and credxz is bhe-
ing exhaus!ed :
" It is winter, and winter in
Belgium is cold and damp. Yet
Renard speaks of the strike go-
ing on for menths. Given the in-
creased provocation of the gov-
ernment’s armed' strikebregking
forces it is possible that the
order will be given ‘to put out
the blast furnaces and withdraw
the safeiy men from the mines.
That could mean unemployment
for thousands for as long as six
months and a further sharpeping

of the class struggle. )
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The Ban on Visiting Cuba

As far as the State Department is con-
cerned, 'only thieves and liars may travel
to Cuba.

That’s the essence of the Jan. 16 an-
nouncement that U.S. citizens are not per-
mitted to visit Cuba unless they have a
passport specifically endorsed for such
travel. They can’t ‘gel that endorsement
unless they are businessmen having in-
vestments in the island or are newsmen
whose trip would serve “the best interest
of the United States.”

~ In other words; it’s OK to go to Cuba
if you’re one of the robber band hungry to
resume extracting profits from the island’s
economy or if you're a professional propa-
gandist who will feed this country’s com-
munication media with lies and slanders
against the revolution.

.. The claimed reason for the ban - that
the U:S, now has no embassy to provide
“normal protective service” for its citizens
— i5 a patent fraud. The U.S. has officially
recogrized diplomatic representation in
Cuba — the Swiss legation — which is per-
fectly capable of handling any problem
that might arise relative to a U.S, citizen
there,

The real reason the State Department

doesn’t want ordinary citizens to visit
Cuba ig indjcated in a Jan. 16 AP dispatch
which says the travel ban “is likely to curb
the. efforts of the Cuban government to
organzze active support in the Umted
States .
. The report also cites' the view of an
anonymous, “Latin-American diplomat”
that “one of the most immediate effects
should be a curb on the activities of the
Fair Play for Cuba Committee . .. "~

That committee has tried to get as
many people as it could to go and see’for
themselves what is happening in Cuba;
and the Cuban government has welcomed
all legifimate visitors.

Victim of the

On Jan. 18 the Associated Press sent a
dispatch from Elisabethville, the Congo,
reporting that Pres.Joseph Kasavubw, who
is supported by Washington, had furned
Premier Patrice Lumumba and two other
captive government figures over to Moise
Tshombe, puppet of the Belgian imperial-
ists in Katanga province.

Admission of the delivery of the legal
~ hezd of the Congo government to the Bel-
gian puppet came a day after an agreement
was announced between Kasavubu and
Tshombe to hold a “round-table confer-
ence” of Congolese politicians some time
in February.

Here is how the AP described the de-
livery of Lumumba into Tshombe’s power:

* * #

Swedish UN troops on guard here when
Lumumba arrived said he and two fellow pris-
oners got “a terrific beating” from Katanga
police at the airport. The other two prisoners
were the Youth Minister in Lumumba’s cabinet,
. Maurice Mpolo, and the Vice President of the
Congo Senate. Joseph Okito.

"It was sickening,” one ¢f the scldiers said,

“Lumumba and the other two were drag-
ged oft the plane, They were trussed with ropes
and tisd together. They had little freedom of
mqvemeng Then the gendarmerie -— African
and whites — surrounded them and the Afri-
cans assaulted them over a longish period.
Lumumba and the other two fell to the ground
where they were clubbed, hit in the face wnh
rifle huits, and kicked and pummeled.

“The gendarmerie let them lie for awhile
and then resumed their bealing.”

" "1 had fo hwrn away,” said an airport of-
ticial, “It was too much for me io waich.”

Lumumba and his companions reportedly
groaned while the assault was taking place but
did neot protesi or ask for mercy.

* % %

This is an eloguent story but it is not

If Washington believed its own claims
about *“tyranny” in Cuba it could have no

objection to the efforts of the committee

and it would have applauded the “see-for-
yourself” position of the Cuban govern-
ment. What better way {o convince people
about the truth or falsity of the press
reports?

The fact is that the State Department
knows only too well what the visitors see
and what conclusions they reach.

Americans see tenanfs whose rents
have been slashed in half. They see work-
ers moving into low-cost public housing
that puts the housing program in this
couniry to shame.

Negro visitors quickly see that it is
entirely practical to stamp out Jim Crow.

People concerned about the acute
medical care problem in this countiry see
how easy it is to provide adequate care for
those who need it.

Visiting workers begin to, see that
union-hating monopolies are guite unes-
gential to the development of a country’s
economy.

Those concerned with farm problems
are offered convincing evidence of the su-
periority of cooperatives and state farms.

Above all, vigitors see that it is not
utopian to seek to establish a government
that is really interested in the welfare of
the people.

Washington can’t provide “protective
service” against the revolutionizing in-
fluence of the impressive gains made by
the Cuban people. They can’t brainwash
the ordinary American so theroughly that
the rational new society being built in
Cubra has no effect on his thinking.

That's why the State Department now
insists that everyone, except the business-
men it represents and the “news” report-
ers on their payrolls, must stay home.

United Nations

complete. It does not reveal where the
final responsibility lies for this bit of sav-
agery which so fittingly opens the year}
1961 AD.

As legally elected head of the Congo
government, Lumumba made a tragic mis-
take. With the best of intentions he invited
the United Nations into his newly freed
country to help sclve its economic and
social problems.

The UN with a fine Machiavellian
hand immediately began undermining
Lumumba; and when Kasavubu and
Mobutu seized power it placed its weight
behind this unsavory pair.

The UN acted in this way because it
iz dominated by Washington. The big cor-
porations who. rule through the Republi-
cans and Democrats stand with the Bel-
gian imperialists insofar as they have not
yet taken over the Belgian role themselves.
One of the big stakes in the Congo is the
rich radioactive ore bodies needed in pro-
ducing nuclear energy.

All these reactionary interests and
forces were concentrated in those rifle
butts that pounded the premier of the
Congo government as he lay groaning on
the ground.

It was a stiff price to pay for the illu-
sion that the United Nations would help
him to bring peace and prosperity to his
country.

Let us hope that we in America do
not finally have to pay in an even costlier
way for the illusion that the United Na-
tions represents the road to world peace.

To Our Readers

Begznmng with our next issue, the
- Militant will change its format to a tabloid.

Some of our readers have long advo-
cated such a change on the ground that. it
would provide greater flexibility and tend
- to make articles more readable by shorten-
ing them. We hope that this proves to be
the case but we must admit that we are
making the change at this time primarily
for a different reason; namely — finances.

Along with the general inflation which
all our readers feel through the rising cost
of lving, printing costs have steadily
mounted in recent years and we have

found increasing difficulty in meeting

them, By furning to a tabloid we are able
to reduce costs without affecting frequency
of publjcation although our weekly space
will be more limited.

For a time we will print four pages.
. As events reguire, (and funds permit) we
- will from time t6;time increase the number

- of pages.. Wee hope that it will not-be to0.

_ do, the: most good.

long until we can expand to eight pages.

It is strictly a financial problem as we

have a number of first-rate writers at pres-
ent and new promising writers beginning
to rmake their first contributions,

Our circulation expanded most en-
couragingly during the election campaign
and every indication is that it will continue
to grow., Many of our new readers have

.written enthusiastic letters about the Mili-

tant, have been passing it on to their
friends, and they in turn have widened our
circle of supporters.

We think that this is one of the heart-
ening signs of a growing interest among
many sections of the population in social-
ist ideas, portending a big surge forward
for the socialist movement and.its press in
America in the days ahead. -

So take advantage of the tabloid. size
by putting more Militants in your pocket
each-week for distribution w,he;l:e they will

oo

Two Trends in llmted Auto

By M. L. Stafford

DETROIT — Two trends can
be seen in the United Auto
Workers as the union approaches
its special convention in April
to draw up demands {for the con-
tract negotiations with the auto
corporations next summer.

One is the growing support
among the members and locais
for provisions io cut the work
week to 30 hours without any
cut in weekly take-home pay.

It is the most popular de-
mand today among auto work-
ers — employed and  unem-
ployed, skilled and unskilled.

They see 30-for-4¢ as &n an-
swer to unemployment and auto-
mation, which have cost the
UAW members more than 200.-
000 jobs in the last five years.
And they want their union io
make it the number one demand
in this year's contract negotia-
tions.

Makes Good Speeches

But wanting and getting are
two different things. Which
brings us to the second frend
in the union — its leadership’s
obvious determination to pre-
vent the convention from mak-
ing 30-for-40 the major demand.

... Cuba Rally

(Continued from Page 1)

|increase in agriculture in two

vears and iz advancing on all
fronts.

Sweezy charged that the US.
government is actively plotting
the overthrow of the Castro re-
gime., He documented his
charges ‘hy quoting published
reports of invasion plans
engineered by the Central Intel-
ligence Agency and other gov-
ernment bureaus.

Castro’s mobilization of _the
militia was no phony maneuver,
ke said, but followed a tip from
a Lalin-American diplomat that
an invasion was planned for the
middie of January. The diplomat
was in position to know, for his
country had been invited by the
U.S. to take part in the inter-
vention, Sweezy said,

The editor of the Monthly Re-
view proposed that the U.8, re-
verse ity catastrophic policy
toward Cuba. The first step
should be immediate withdrawal
from Guantanamo. The U.8.
should stop encouraging and as-
sisting counier-revolutionary
Jorces operating here and elser
"Where. Diplomatic relation §
should be resumed as well as
trade on the basis of equality. He
suggesied negotiations on com-
pensation for American investors
whose holdings have been taken
over, again on the basis of
equality and bearing in mind the
superprofits these investors have
already taken out of Cuba.

Lawrence Ferlinghetti, poet
and publisher, read a poem con-
demning intervention against
Castro,

The youngest speaker was 17-
vear-old Laurette Arms, a high-
school student just back from a
trip to Cuba. She spoke of the
enthusiasm of the Cuban youth
for the Revolution. The aware-
ness of the young people of Cuba
concerning world problems and
their eagerness to learn more,
she said, was in marked contrast
to the apathy and disinterest of
her fellow students in the U.S.

Fred Fiatt, a member of the
local organizing committee for
Fair Play, appealed for funds
and membership in the organiz-
ation. He told of the rapid
growth of the commiitee in the
Bay Area and announced the
establishment of two new chap-
ters in San Jose and Marm
County.

A lively question-and-answer
period concluded this highly suc-
cessful meetmg

. N.Y. Tug Strike

(Continued from Pgge 1)
the national railroad "“feather-
bedding” dispute.

One of the reasons the fug
pickets are getting such a ready
response from railrcad workers

|is the recognition that the is-

sues in the strike do affect all
railway employees. The New
York Daily News, Jan. 19, re-
ports, for example, the sad plight
of the New York Central, al-
ready shut down because iis
trainmen refused to cross the
pirket line,

“The Central’s woes,” says
the News, “weré added to by
the refusal of several hundred
clerks, elevator and telephone
operators and telegraphers to
cross picket lines yesterday to
get tor their jobs in the rail-
road’s office building at 468
Lexington Ave,” in midtown
Manhattan., “A Central spokes-
man,” adds the News, “said all
the defectors were members of
railroad unions.”

Unless the strike is settled
soon on terms satisfactory to
the unions involved it threatens
to spread and can paralyze the
port. Teamsters Joint Council
16, representing 160,000 team-
sters, has wvoted tg ohserve
pigket. lings,

Not that 3Walter Reuilher is
opposed to il “in principle.” He
makesg ag many speeches as any-
one else about the “need for
more leisure” and the “inevil-
ability” of the shorter work
week. He also would like the
prestige of signihg 2 contract
with a shorter week.

But Reuther knows that 30-
for-40 will mean .a serious cut
in the profits of the auto cor-
porations; that in this fight the
corporations will demand and
get the help of the government,

whose new president and secre-,

tary of lahor are also oppoased
to any shorter weelk; that the
only way the auto workers will
win this demand is by beating
the corporations in & bitter fight.

The last thing in the world
Reuther wants is a serious
siruggle with the corporations.
“Labor statesmen” don't have
the stomach for that sort of
thing,

But Reuther can’t say that to
the suto workers. He can't tell
them, “I don’t have the guts for
that kind of fight.” -

Instead, he has to fry to pre-
vent a UAW commitment fo
30-for-40 by evasion, diversion
and deception.

. The Redbaiting Pitch

In the early 1950’s, during the
Korean war, his machine relied
rainly on redbaiting. At one
convention their chiel argument
against 30-for-40 was that jts
supporters werd playing into
the hands of the Soviei govern-
ment by trying fo reduce the
volume of U.5. production,

Such tactics are less effective
now. Reulther made a few stabs
along that line in 1958, when a
convention was held to formu-
late demands for the present
confracts. But his main gambit
at that time was to offer a sub-
stitute for the shorter wegk fight.

A convenlion in 1957 had
vofed to make the shorier week
the main objective in the 1958
negotiations. But Reuther didn't
feel bound by that.

Instead he came up with a
fancy “share-the.profits”
scheme, which he reinforced
with a heavy dose of pessim-
ism about the diffieulty of
making new gains during a
recession,

Although nobody took Reulh-.
er's profit-sharing plan seriously,
and he himself dropped it out
of sight as soon as the negotia-
tions began, he was able to get
the 1958 convention io dump the
fight for the shorter week, One
factor that helped him was the
delegates’ lack of organization

.and cohesion at the convention.

Now, three years later, Reuth-
er isn't going to be able to
silence the =advocates of the
shorter week guite so easily.

A New Opposition

For one thing, their numbers
have grown, Resclutions sup-
porting 30-for-40 ave being pass-
ed now nol only by locals with
an anti-Reuther record, but also
by locals whose leaders have al-
ways been loyal Reutherites.

o .

...Ga.Racists

(Contintted from Page 1)
arresied were_released on $27
bend. Five were charged with
carrying guns to ‘‘a publiec meet-
ing.” Two of the Klansmen ar-
rested were deputy sheriffs.

Meanwhile, Vandiver's speech
to the legislature indicated that
many white people of Georgia,
as in other southern states, are
not ready to see their public
school system destroyed for the
sake of maintaining segrega-
tion.

Durinig his 1958 election cam-
paign, Vandiver had pledged
that so long as he was gover-
nor no Negra would ever attend
school with a white.

He has now switched fo the
position that rather than shut-
ting down the school system his
administration will use “every

legal meang” to block integra-

tion.

“Defiance, no,” he declared.
“Private schools offered as a
last resort, yes.”

This was in accord with his
current legislative proposal
that the various communities be
permitted to decide whether
they want lo close their schools
rather than desegregate. A con-
stitutional amendment will be
submitted to voters of the state
ncxt year that would provide
that no white child would be
enmpelled to attend a desegre-
gated school. This would mean
the end of compulsory attend-
ance a& public schools.

Other projected statutes
would provide state aid for
ccmmunities embarking on “pri-
vaie school” . programs and
would add further gimmicks 1o
a ;pupil ‘placement” measure
designed to impedé desegrega-
tion.

While the governor shiffed
his racist lactics, the eyes of
the mnation and most of the
world were on the two heroic
yvoung students who are carry-
ing the struggle agamst Jim
Crow into the Umvermty of
Georgia,

or another thing, there
now an organized 0pp031t10n
group, the National Committee
for Democratic Action in UAW,
whose chief activity during the
last year has been the develop-
ment of 30-for-40 sentimient.
Some of

tion, and it may be ahle 1o en-
list the support of others who
don’t want-a repetmon of the
1958 fiasco.

A good sign of the fimes was
the UAW’s national skiiled
trades conference in Chicago last
month, representing about 100,:
000 of the better-paid members
of the union. Reuther, Emil
Mazey and other officers made
speeches to the conference, but
none of them said, hinfed or
whispered that the UAW should
fight for shorter hours.

Nevertheless, the conference
voted im favor of a program
whose first point, described as

“a must’” was the shorter

work week.

its members will be
| delegates at the April conven-

These developments seem fo)
be generating some concern at
Solidarity House. Just before
Christmas some unnamed person
at UAW headguarters informed
the local papers that UAW of-

ficers and technicians, working,

urder Reuther, are “exploring
three possible approaches to
creating more jobs.” They were

‘lisied as:

{1} A shorter work weelk
with no cut in pay. {2) Earlier
retirement with full benefits,
(3} Longer vacations.

This surely is a move aimed
at slowing down the growth of
30-for-40 seniiment. in the union

ranks by making it appear that [

Reuther is considering if seri-
ously ioco. It is intended to blunt
the edge of opposition criticism
of the Reuther leadership for its
failure to mount an effective
movement for the shorter weelk.

Indicated Moves

Ii Reuther and Company were
serious they would have openly

Jomed the Steel Workers Umon :

campaign for Congpess to enact
-2 32-hour week FaW,

If Reuther was sermus he
wouid have lm_e_d -up, the Indus-
tria Union Depagtment. of the
"AFL-CIQ, of which he is
deng, to support of the 30 for-40
demand |

If he was. serious; Reuther
would, have af 1éast made a i

{ at getting. the, Jan, 5 meeting g
‘the AFL-CIO Execuuv_ e.Couneil

agamst the ppwerﬁul a‘ e bamns
requires the suppott of “the ops
ganized labor. mo.venqeo;.,- 1

Now.is the time,.for t?hOSe«Who
are gerious, to, step ap; _-eam—
paign’in all sections. of the union

movement for- suppert: to: the :

fight for a shorter week with:ng:
reductlon in pay.

Only .increased nressy e_ hr
the ranks of the UAW: :
30-for-40. demand. witk fo;

e
Reuther- leadershlp £7Y actf

In Steel

Lesson in Democracy

Editor:

I have to hand it to the Mili-
tant. You know how fo talk
stragight from the shoulder. I
mean that article by Tom Kerry
Jan. 9 albout the “soft buttocks
and supple spines” of labor
skates who “play the labor-man-
agement gambit.”

It started me thinking, sé 1
went down to the local union
meeting to see for myself what
McDonald’'s boys are up to now.
All T can say is they pul on
guite a show.

We have a small local — 3,000
on the payroll with 800 laid off
for two months now. Bui that
makes no difference. The local
geniuses . ut us in hock for
$130,000 to open our new hall
last November. It's more like a
barn than a palate, except that it
hasz no ventilation and gets stuffy
fast.

First off, a staff man gets up
and this is his repori: “1 wag at
a step two meeting yesterday,
boyvs, and when the wmeeting
broke up I noticed a couple of
sheets of paper under a fore-
man’s chair. Here they are! Read
it to the members, Tom.” (Tom,

the recording secritary, has just
finislied g 20-minuie communica-
tion from the international on

Tules and regulations for the

coming election.)

The first sheet begins: “The
Company is making a careful
record of ABSENTEEISM. This
is your job. By good attendance
you help to build the Com-
pany. . . .” Somebody pipes up,
‘“Hell, that’s on the bulletin
boards.” So Tom reads the sec-
ond sheet: “To¢ ihe foremen—
The following 1rules will he
strictly applied on absentee-
ism . . ” ete, ete. End of report.
No comment.

- The kicker comes on the next
order of business, when the pres-
ident announces a brother has
been fired for abseriiecism, The
execulive board has decided not
to take his case to arbitration
and he wants to appeal their de-
cision to the membership,

Brother Kellems gets the mike
angd siates his case. He was off
sick, came to work and found the
company had pulled his card. He
presents some decfor slips and
asks the members to back his
right to arbitrate.

Then the exeoutive baatd t.mms
to defend -their decisioh.:
president: “The, company wogi_-’t

ous business!” The v.p.: “I told
the gentleman in Sibley’s Bar i3
come down to the exeeugwe
board today and present Bis tasg,
He didn’¢ show up.” The ‘finani
cial secretary: “We can't afford
cases that are hard to Beat:” (31-1ﬁ
has just ckayed $130,0600- wort
of mortgage.)

They keep this up for ha]:f an
hour, kind of like a pmba‘ll
game with the members oh ofie
side and the stooges on the other,

But no go. Somebody gefs &
word in edgewise: “I move tg.-
arbitrate.” And the. vote.
[two-to-one in favor of arbltnat—
ing. Brother Kellems, with 4%.
vears of seniority hanging in the
balance, lifts his . hand. t6.. the
members, “Thanks, broth,e;-s e

I could say, let this be & Ies-
son in democracy for Mac. Ghve
the rank and file an. opening,
they'll rap the company every
time. And not only the- bosses,
Mac, but the bosses’ stooges 190,

Jim Campbell -

In Other Lands

Frondizi Finds Cuba

Afraid to Buck
Popular Support
For Revolution

Arturo Frondizi, antilabor
president of Argentina, teld the
New York Times Jan. 14 that
efforts by the Kennedy adminis-
tration to negotiate differences
with Cuba would be favorably
received in Latin America.

Frondizi's ssliatement makes
clear that Wall Streei’s ruthiess
exploitation of Latin America
has stimulated such exiensive
popular support for the Cuban
Revoluiion that even reaction-
ary politicians there are reluct-
ant to line up behind the State
Department’s anti-Cuba drive,

Reporting that Argentina in-
tends to maintain diplomatic re-
lations with Cuba, Times corres-
pondent Juan de Onis obgerved:
“It is apparent in Argentina as
in many other Latin-American
countries, that the break in re-
lations with Cuba by the Eisen-
hower administration has cre-
ated an uncomfortable internal
political problern.

“In Argenting, as in Uruguay,
Chile, Peru, Colombia and Vene-
zuela, important opposition
groups are using the ‘defense of
the Cuban revolution’ as a poli-
tical platform to atiract popular
support for electoral purposes
and to defeat the present largely
pro-United States government.

“Some Latin-American Gov-
ernments,” he continues, “are
wary of being placed in a posi-
tion of having to choose belween
the United States and Cuba with
public opinion agitaied as it is
by Leftist emotional appeals io
solidarity with Cuba.

“Adding to the wariness in
Argentina and other countries is
the fact that they are facing in-
ternal unrest as they struggle to
stabilize their economies after a
long pericd of inflation.”

Police Attack

Cuba Backers
In Uruguay

In a desperate effort to smash
popular pro-Cuba sentiment, po-
lice in Montevideo, Uruguay,
raidéd the Communist party
headguarters and arrested 131
people Jan. 11,

The day before that, police
made a savage attack on a large
crowd of Cuba partisans who
sought to hold a counter demon-
stration to an anti- Castro._rall-y,

.

g@.ﬁ.&. sabres -

-] and guns. The demonstrators de-

fended themselves with sticks
and stones. More than 50 were
arrested.

There have bheen pro-Cuban
demonsirations in Monievideo
almost every week sinee lasi
fall. As a result the Government
Council, dominated by reaction-
aries, has been split on a pro-
posal to follow the U. S. lead
and break with Cuba.

Student Strike
Solid in Haiti

Students in Haiti arve still giv-
ing the Duvalier dictatorship a
hard time. Last November,
Haiti University was shut down
after a complelely effeciive stu-
dent strike. Martizl law was de-
clared and a strict curfew estab-
lished.

The University reopened Jan.
18 but classrooms were virtually
empty. High-school students
were reported joining the boy-
cott to protest goverhment op-
pression.

Now attempting to minimize
the situation, the minister of for-
eign affairs told newsmen that
“for the Government, the prob-
lem is solved, . . . The situation
is normal. The Government has
washed it hands of the prob-
iemn.”

Last November, the regime as-
serted “Communists” and sup-
porters of the Cuban revolution
were behind the school strike.
Now Catholic priests are being
blamed for “mc1t1ng the stu-
dents.,

Found Nicaragua

‘Vast Poorhouse’

The benefils to the people of
Nicaragua of U.5. domination,
coupled with the Somoza dicta-
{orship, was summed up in a re-
cent dispatch to the Vancouver
Sun that described the country
as “a vast poorhouse and pest-
hole.”

Correspondent Gerry Robi-
chaud found the country one of
the . most hackward in Latin
America. In the capital city of
Managua, he reports, the “aver-
age” income is $170 a year, but
“there are a lot of Managuans
whose average yearly income is

close to zero” \

Illiteracy, he says “is as com-
mon as an unshod foot, reaching
an estimated average high of 80
per cent in the rural areas.”

“Communicable diseases take
a terrible toll in Nlcaragua In-
testmal dlSOI‘dBL‘S are the No. 1
klller;

Detroit, Mich.

Hot Issue
“Fifty-five. per cent,of all ¢hils

dren die hefore reachlng the age
of five,”

Bigger Crops
Main Coal for
Chinese in 1961

In 1961 the People’s Republic
of China will place its major
efforts behind the developmient
of agricultural rather. than ins
dustrial production, accordmg to
a Jan. 14 Hong Kong’ dispatch t6
the New York, Times. The two
principal reasons for: this pér—
spective, the report ‘says, “&¥¢
the severe floods ‘and droughts
that sharply curbed Chifese
crops last year and a furﬁher loss

of yield ‘attributed to bureau-
cratic mzsmanagement

Cited is an amcle by the
Shensi Communist party. secre-
tary in the party, puplleatlom
Jemmin Jih Pag, which declared
that in some “farin compunes
there are “antagonistic elements
usurping the  lesdership and
working deliberately to sabo:bage-
the policies of the par‘ﬁy. :

“There are also some comrades

who do not, ma};e enough e&ogg-'

to.study the policies of. tbe;p Y
in real earnest and to tarry-them
out soberiy >

Peking is reported-as: sta'tzn !
that last year’s harvest wag onl
slightly higher than in 1957, bes
for the - organization of the
communes. g 308

The government s sajd, .t
have levelled st:ong Qm,glczsm-

prwﬂeges as eating; better :Food
jn separate mess halls a,nti s
locating themselves more giain
and wages than cofdmuns
workers. ’ R

In reply to this trend the goy-~
.ernment hag announced a “fves
sameness” program which de-
mands that party cadres.eat and:
live with commune membeérs, a6
the same kind of work, receive
the saine wages andgive their
dependents the same  trégtment
as other commune mempers. .

Ad vertisement

" Labor Poﬁﬂﬁ* .
*“Which Way for Laber:
Democratic Party . or- Labor]
Pariy?” by Mur:y Weiss,
Bulletin No. '3 of Manxist 3
Studies. 22 pp. 25, ; ;
© 'Plon ubiishers
118 Unive %

go for absenteeism. This-is §eris -

against agricultural offfeidls whe
take such special bireauctatie
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& The Cubans sbught to buy farm machines from the U.S. to step up agricultural produchon.
When they were furmed down, they had to seek hélp from the Soviet bloe couniries. In this
'-p:ctu!e a member of a cooperative in Pinar del Rio drives a much-used American-made tractor,
Bigns: over the motor read "Cooperahon. Employees Routes 10-41.” The label “INRA,” signify-
mg\ govemment ‘ownerslup is seen everywhere in Cuba today,

“Life Can Be Wonderful

_By Harry Ring

ﬂ’b no puzzle t0 Ed Grzham
-Why the State Department has
‘clamped a ban on travel to Cuba.

~ A lonig-time merchant seaman,

- Ed knew. the old Cuba: As a pax-

~ tficipant in the Fair Play for

Cubd- Commiftee’s Christmas

“tour, he got a good look at the
new, Cuba

*‘He had other ‘bases for com-
phmson, too. . He has been &
Jeader . in the. ﬁght against the
Eovernment’s screening of mili-

. dEnt ‘maritime unionists as “se-

ity risks:

So he knows
samething :about problems of
dejﬁocrgéy and justice.

- Havaha was the first foreign

cport “Ed” ever visited. Back in

1932 'hé was lucky enough to get
& ragular fun on a cruise ship
But -of New York that stopped

. rggularly at Havana,

Ed fell in love with Havana

."tb.e firit time he saw it. But it’s

. ~alet differerit now, he adds.
"Ik never forget my first time

gshiore there. One of the crew

- ‘agked me to mail a letter. Tkere
wis a post office a few hblocks

. Trom the-dock. I only had a few

holrs ashore s0 I went running
up the steps of the post office.

i Suddeniy a soldier jumped in
“front of me and jabbed a rifle in

1y belly. When he saw I was

'g; foreign seamsan he stepped

amde But I got the quick feel-

- ingiof what could have happened

16.a.Cuban. It was a taste of the

- ‘Machado dictatorship.

. “Bof T was still fascinated by
the country. It was 5o beautiful
and the people were so. warm
-even then, But that was during

“the ‘worst of the depression and

they. were desperaie 1o get a
few'.cents to stay alive on. The
pott swarmed with cab drivers,
,beggars, kids, and, of course,
Pimps_.and prostltutes
~ -"What a world of difference
!Qdajr' The people are siill
. ~warm and friendly, but they're
‘not. looking for your money.
“There's a dignity and pride
v msver seen in any coun-
lnr 1
~That's_the big msp1r1ng thing

% for Ed. *Human nature,” he says,

_aimost with awe, “has changed
in' Cuba.”

One Big Family

_"This is a small example, but
it impressed an old sailor, T was
cfhangmg: pesos for dollars at the
an&mrt ‘gnd dropped a 20-peso

: n“ote on the floor. A militjaman

ﬂo’tlced it. He tapped me én the

shoulder and handed it to me.

“One of the things that struck
me,” he continued, “is that I
heard quite a number of pecple
refer to Cuba now as one big
family. I walked through the
streets and I would hear people
talk to militiamen in the second
person familiar. I remembered
that soldier at the post office. I
bet nobody felt familiar with
him.”

The change in the Cuban peo-
ple goes even deeper than the
feeling of fraternity. In the
thirties, he said, the average
Cuban had all the political prej-
udices of Americans. The “Com-
munist menace” was as effeclive
there as here. “Most of the peo-
ple were political ‘abstainers.’
Now they’vre a highly political
people — in the good sense, in
the social sense.

“And it's -democratic. As o
unionist I've always baen aware
of the division between the rank
and file and the leadership. The
unions, co-ops and state farms
that I visited, the lines between
the ranks and the leaders
seemed very indistinct. There's &
real unity.”

Good Workmanship

The - new housing program
made a big impression on Ed.

1

Has an

He was struck by the artistic
quality of the architecture., At
the same {ime, as an old do-it-
yourself hand, he looked closely
at workmanship. “The doors are
well hung. The windows open
and close the way they should.
The plumbing seems good
guality.

“It's all just wonderful,” he
exclaimed. “I never thought it
would happen to me — I've been
a dissenter all my life — but I
didn't find one really important
thing to criticize, And don't for-
get, I'm not a l6-year-cld. kid
struck by a glamorous siar. But
it's just unbelievable what’s be-
ing done there.

“I really got a kick out of
it,” he laughed, “the way
they're showing up us ‘pra-
tical’ Yankees. They've got big
dreams and they're artistic,
but they're a hell of a lot more
practical than we are.”

Ed is deeply concerned about
Washington’s hostility against
Cuba. But he thinks Cuba is go-
ing to help change the U.S. “€u-
ba' i§ the best hope for this
country,” he said. “It’s a wonder-
ful poke in the nose o our-arro-
gance and a real stimulus to
start us on the road to sanity.

“Cuba proves that life can be
wonderful.”

"Intensification

Of Relaxation” Hit You?

The recession’s got you down?
Has there been a slippage in
your income because you lost
your job? Or has your paycheck
been deflated by & cut in the
work week?

You're suffering an intensifi-
cation of nervousness resulfing
from enforced relaxation?

Or is it that doing nothing
leaves you with a feeling of
creeping stagnation?

You don’t have troubles. It’s
the captains of industry who
gel headaches from a depres-
sion. Consider the following ex-
fract from an article in the Jan-
uary issue of Fortune magazine.

# # *

Nowadays, we keep hearing
about, say, “a sidewise move-
ment with a slight slippage in
indusirial production” (Henry
C. Alexander of Morgan Guar-
arty). Or about a “deflation of
inflationary ‘tendencies” (FRB
Chairman William McChesney
Martin, Jr.).

Or about an “iniensification
of the relaxation” (International
Monetary Fund’s Managing Di-
recior Per Jacobsson). Or about
“high-level creeping stagna-
tion.” These last unilovely words
constituted the diagnosis of
Charles L. Schulize, an Indiana
University economist, festifying
belore Senator Douglas’ Joint
Economic Commitiee of Con-
gress., )

Senator Douglas did get one
small point clarified. He got
Geoffrey H. Moore, who is. an
economist for the National Bu-
reau of Economic Research, to
cencede that a “recession” was
the same thing as a “conirac-
tion.”

With that point  established,
he asked five economists present
that day whether in their opin-
ion we are in a “recession or
contraction” 1ight now. They
said that we are. But the vote
was three to two,

“out ...

i

How to- Sell

'‘Happy Way'
"By Arthur Jordan

- Two bterling products of the
Mississippi Way of Life, a judge
and an ex-editor, extolled its
many blessings to a psychology
class at New York- University a
few< days ago. Their audience
wag quizzical, unregenerate and
—alas! — unsegregated.

The two apostles hrought “The
Message from Missizssippi,” a 27-
minute film purporting 1o show
how Negroes and whites can best
keep “cooperating’”’ and “making
progress’ by being kept apart.

“Fine race relations ...’
purred the sound track as a
tiny Negro girl knewingly
hoisted her drinking cup in a

- "For Colored” section.

One film scene showing a
white * librarian with Negro
pupils puzzled an NYU girl
Later she asked just where Jim
Crow lines applied. “The schools,
churches and practically all
areas of life aie segregated,” re-
plied Judgé Robert P. Sugg;
1 don't know, you just
have to live with it and grow
up with it to know, ,..”

When another student asked
why there are only 60 Negro
doctors and nine Negro lawyers
in Mississippi, Erle Johnston,
Jr., ex-editor turned salaried
state “public relations director,”
patiently explained that ‘Ne-
groes prefer to go to white doc-
tors.” But why no Negro med-
ical school in Mississippi? the
questioner persisted. Slipping
into his accustomed wvernacular,
Johnston drvly observed that
“any nigger who wants to can
gel” out-of-state medical aigd.

The 15-minute question period
abruptly clesed when Suge and
Johnston announced they had to
catch an early plane — for
Mississippi. They hoped the siu-
dents would remember the
"Messa% swnmarized by Mis-
sissippi Governor’ Ross Barnett
in the film.

Thanks to his siate’s costly
“equalization” program “no slu-
dent can get a better education

than . .. the colored children . . .
in Misgissippi,” Barnet{ proudly
affrms.

Bui according to President
C. R, Darden of the Mississippi
NAACP, ihe program is *a big
monstrosity  of  brainwashing,
downgrading techniques which
cripple our children. . .. While
new “Negro’ schools have beéen
built, pupils have to ride 80
miles a day to get to them, -and
they are still. inferiocr to “whlte
gschools close By.

As jo statements that a ma-
jority of Mississippi Negroes
favor segregation, Darden:
says, “No while‘’man can make
an .. . objective analysis . . .
as long as he has rope . . .
around the Negro’s neclt and a
gun in his back. . . .”

If a Mississippi Negro escapes
the gun or rope, he may get
seven years hard labor instead—
the - sentence vrecently given

Clyde Kennard for “stealing five

bags of feed” — after he firjed
to enter an all-white college,
When a Negre lawyer dared io
criticize Kennard's sentence, he
got 30 days and a $100 finee
Perhaps, Sugg and Johnston
may have reflected, the timing
of their tour was not too aus-
picious, A few days before, an-
other “Mississippi item™ hit the
press. Two teen-age white
brothers mounted their motor-
bike and rode off to fire a vol-
ley of shots infc a crowd of Ne-
groes, wounding two. Just two
more products of “cooperation”
and “progress” intoxicaled with
the spirit of “fine race relations.”

Not Enough Bread?

Millions of pecople across. the
glebe may go hungry but as of
Aug. 1 four nations — the US,
Cansada, Argentina and Aus-
tralis — had a combined total
surplus of 2.7 bhillion bushels of
wheat.

A Llfe that Was FuIIy Lived

"By Della Rossa

A “celebration of a life- that
was fully lived, up to the very
last how” was held at Forum
Hzall Jan. 7 when the Los An-
geles local of the Socialist Work-
ers party paid “affectionate and
respectful tribute” te Carl Skag-
lund, who died lasi month at
the age of seventy-six,

Oscar G. Coover, chairman of
the meeting, who was introduc-
ed as a three-day-old infant,
forty years age, to Skoglund,
and who remained Carl’s close
friend to the end, set the “cele-
bration” note of the meeting
with, ¥ I can think of n¢ better
life than the life that Carl Skog-
lund lived. He lived his life
fully, serving what he believed
in, and he fought vigorously for
that.”

“There were many penalties
that he suffered as a conse-
quence of those ideas,” Coover
sald: “bul he had the grand
tfeélirig of being with the people
he wanted to be associated with
and of never having compro-
mised on basic principles, And
he lived his life in"the best tra-
ditions of the socialist move-
ment.”

*  Not Liked by Bosses

Max Geldman, a leader of the
Minneapolis unemployed move-
ment in the thirties who was
later imprisoned for sixteen
months in Sandstone with Skog-
lund as one of America’s first
Smith Act wvictims, told the
meeting that “Skoglund was not
liked by -the hosses; but he was
loved, genuinely loved, by the
workers of Minneapolis,”

"Skogie never figured he
suffered,” Geldman said. "He
figured he had lived a full so-
cialist life, He had a love of
human beings, the truck driv-
ers, the people, From 1911 un.
fil he died, scratch the labor
movement and you find Carl
Skoglund.”

Arne Swabeck, who met Skog-
lund in 1%16 at a conference of
Scandinavians in the Socialist
party, described Skoglund as an
exceptionally warm human be-
ing who seemed to represent
something parlicularly stable af
the conference,

Skoglund was a fighting so-
cialist, Swabeck said. He noted
that the author of “American
City,” a book on the great Min-
neapolis strikes of 1934, quoted
Skoglund as -saying, “1’ve got
toput on my fighting clothes and
organize a union, or else I'll be
out of a job in a week.” o
‘i “He was that rare combina-
‘tion,” Swabeck said, “of a
Tevolutionist and an effective

‘rhass leader,”

-Bwabeck said that Skoglund
took great inferest in astronomy,
and with a purpose, He wanted
te study the.laws of nature, the
better to understand the laws of
society.

“Just as organic evolution
proceeds from the lower stage
to the higher,” Swabeck ex-
plained; “so also the society
created by man unfolds from the
lower to the higher forms. Not
only that, but as man acquired
social powers of production he
hegan to change nature.”

So, too, man himself has been

transformed, and this was the
historical development that
Skoglund understood so well
and liked to speak about,
- James P, Cannon, national
chairman of the SWFP and the
main speaker, told the meeting,
“We don't deny a great sense of
personal loss — ‘his presence, his
company, and so on — but if is
not  that ' debilitating sadness
that comes over you when some-
one dies before his work is fin-
ished.

“Carl lived long enough and
full enough ‘to accomplish
what he was capable of and
he died in a good way.”

Cannon said that sadness was

| It Was Reported in the. Press

Bu! They Can S1ill Bounce— five
'Industnal

designer  Francis
Blod is building himself a nice

: b‘alapce by providing banks

With new checks in bright pas-

‘tels, ‘grays and greens. “The ef-

fect "of consumer design and
‘Golor ‘preference is becoming in-

.'Qféas,ingly important in mod-
-erfni-day ~marketing practice,”

gays - Blod. “Although profes-
gional ‘industrial designers are

. beéing used to sell soap, aulo,

housewdres and telephones, this

‘isghe:first time to our knowl-

wdge that their talents are being

; uaed in the banking industry.”
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- leerals at Work — The Jan.
8 ismie.of. I. ¥. Stone’s Weekly
t:u!ied thegse gems of “liberal”
thought from the- Washmgbon
jpress. ‘Adlal Stevenson: “Laos is
Sorious. because the loss of any
territory to the Communists is
mrrmtls.” Hubert Humphrey:
*T465. is'-no” more important
thati any other place in the
worid Latin America has top

orlty As & matter of fact weé

ve te deal with totalitarian-
."ssm all agfods the board.” -

?‘:w 10:Profost w :I;a_st- spring;

New York high-school
_graduates refused to sign a
““loyalty” cath as a condition for
receiving a diploma. School of-
ficials have now decided to eli-
minate the written cath, which
was instituted in 1917,

For Whites Only — A group
of Negroes and whites picketed
the Carolina theater-in Chapel
Hill, N.C., Jan. 6 to protest the
refusal of the management to
admit Negroes 1o see the all-
Negro film, “Pergy and Bess.”

Doctor Shortage? — Com-
menting on the lack of guali-
fied medical personell in some
fied medical personnel in some
hospitals, a Jan. 6 Milwaukee
Journal editorial observed:
“Some very fine Jewish and Ne-
gro doctors say that it would be

Thought for the Week

A nuclear attack on ocur couniry would creaie a fire
problem unparalleled in history. We have therefore put great
emphasis on preparing our fire-lighting forces to meot this
threat,"—Henry Thomas of the National Board of Flre

Underwriters.

have apparently been penalized
by being denied hospital ap-
poiniments.”

Cyclops Army — Revigsed De-
fense Department standards
will permit the drafting of one-
eyerd men in a total nmicbilization
but will exclude color blind at
all times. A spokesman said
color blindness is dangerous and
expensive in the atomic age.
He said he understood, thal
“several million dollars ‘went
up in smoke” because a color

absolutely useless for them 1o, blind- technician failed to- dis-

apply for staff appointments at
certain hospitals though other,
and perhaps lesser, doctors are
getting such appointments right
along. Doclors whe incurred
displeasure of the old, conserva-
tive’ medical. associations by
espousmg or partlcxpatmg

‘Eroup practice,’ for exahaple,

tinguish between a red wire and
a green one.

Choose Your ' Partner — A
Roman Catholic periodical pub-
lished in Vatican City estab-
lished moral classifications for
various types of ballroom dane-
ing. “Limited cohtadt”.

dances -

such as the waltz or polka are
“morally innocuous.” Morally
dangerous such dances as the
rumba and mambo which bring
‘contacts at intervals.” Border-
ing on sin are such “external
contact” dances as the fox trot
and ‘one step.
: %

Rights Fighters — The Epis-
copal Society for Culiural and
Racial Unity, dedicated to pro-
moting church participation in
the infegration movement, met
in Wiliamsburg, Va., the Arst
week in January. Three Negro
delegates reported that they
had been denied service in a
local restaurant and proposed
that the society stage =z sit-in
demonstration. The society
voted instead to ask the pro-
prietor for an apology and, if
he failed to make one, to voice
regret.

Spiritual Stamp — The Mea-
dowview Presbyterian Church
of Louisville, Ky., sold iickets
for a social affair at $1. 50 each.
An announcement said, “Ladies,
with the purchase of each ticket
we are giving 50 tirading
stamps.”

Care for the Aged — Nearly
half the nursing homes in the
couniry fail {o meet acceptable
fire and heaith standards, ac-
coarding to a Senate Labor sub-
committee. And, adds Senator
Pat McNamara (D-Mich.), “the
vast majorgty of nursing homes
provide no rehabilitation or
restorative services, thus un-
necessarily . condemning many
patienis to a life of helpless-
ness,” ;

News ‘of the Week — An edi-
torial in the Jan. 8 Dallas Times
Herald reporied: . “The word
‘cop’ is 'heard less and less; the
professional designation ‘police
officer’ is. heard mare and more.
This is symbolic of the in-
creased respect which police,
have earhed and are receiving.”

not the dominant note struck by
either of the iwe preceding
speakers o1 by the chairman,
and it shouldn't be.

The meeting was planned
with three parts and purposes,
Cannon pointed out. “First, and
properly, is that part wheye we
pay affectionate and respectful
tribute to Carl as we remember
him.” Secondly, as the kick-off
of a new action by the party in
the local election campaign. and
then as a quiet, friendly social;
again in keeping thh the spirit
of “Skogie.”

Met Him in 1923

Canrnon said that he first met
Skoglund in 1923 in Minneapolis
and had been with him ever
since — in the Communist pasty,
in the Trotskyist movement,
“and in the big sirikes in MMin-
neapclis, where I had a chance
1 gel closer to him and to see
him in action in the mass move-

ment and get a profounder ap-.

preciation of his many-sided
gualities than I had before.”
“And we were together in
prison,” Cannon weni on, “and
everywhere else. Carl was not
alone, I can’t think of him as a
single individual. He was one of
that remarkable group of work-
er Bolsheviks in Minneapolis

R S
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JAMES P, CANNON

who worked and fought so long
and so consistently and brought
so much credit and glory to our
movement in the Minneapolis
struggles, And zll that remains
with us and can never be taken
away.”

In the Dog Days

Rather than the prominence
that Skoglund gained in the
Minneapolis labor movement
and the world-wide attention
given the 1934 strikes, Cannon
said he remembered Skoglund
“most affectionately and most
gratefully for the quiet, unob-
trusive things he did to help
keep the Milifant alive in the
first hard years.”

Skoglund had been blacklisted
out of a good-paying job as a
raifroad mechanic beczuse he
was chairman of the strike com-
mittee in 1923. When he found
work it was in a coal yard.

He was in that humble occu-
pation in the early dog days of
the Militani when every - week
represented an agonizing finan-
cial crisis,

Out of his meager wages,
Skoylund sometimes contrib-
uted as’ much as half to help
the Militant carry on its obli-
gation to tell the iruth about
the erhancipating siruggle for
socialism and especially how
this struggle was being ham-
pered by Stalinism.

“I thought his death and the cir-
cumstances of it,” Cannon said,
“were 80 represeniative and
symbolic of his whole life that
even in our sorrow there is a
certajn cause for rejoicing about
the way it happened.”

Just 2 few day:z before his
death he coniributed $100 to
help the Socialist Workers
party. It was only after he
died that it was discovered he’
had only $174 to his name.

At Mountain Spring Camp,
where he worked the last years
of his life, he helped instzll a
new hoiler. A day or so after
the job was completed, he sat
avound with some yvoung sccial-
ists who had helped put in the
boiler, celebrating how perfect-
ly the new eguipment function-
ed. .

All were in good spirils on

this Sunday evening, Carl JOll_'_l_-

ing in the banter and exchange.

of ideas with his usunal godd hu-
mor.
chair and in a few minutes was
dead from a heart attack.

“The whole three sides of

- his_systematic. persistent life

were repraesented in his last
hour,” Cannon said, “Tealk for
socialism, work for socialism.
and even give a liltie money
for it, even if you've only got
$174 to your name at the end

Then he fell out of his

of a lifetime of work. That's |

Carl”

In Los Angeles his comrades
wei'e saying, “He died with his
boots on.”" And they celebrated
a life that was fully lived, up to
the very last hour.

WhatJoEnny |
Gets to Read

In School

® “Someminorities have -

been ridiculed for inferioy edu-
cation and living standsrds.
Jews, on the other hand, it is al-
leged, 'succeed foo well {oo fast,’

They do ‘oo well' in husiness. .

They are too able in school. They
are called ‘pushers.’”

® “In the 1920s, Hitler con-
stanily attacked the feebleness
of the Republic that tolerated
the traitorous acts of Jews and
Communists.” .

® “Very likely it is best that
people of different races should
not be forced to live where the
differences between them might
cause unpleasantness.”

® “In the post Civil War peri-
od, the Ku Klux Klan adminis-
tered whlpplngs to unruly Ne-
groes,’

Widely {Used Texis

These four anti-Negro and
anti-Semitic guotations are from
texthooks which the Anti-De-
famation League says are among
those “most widely used” in
junior and senior high schools,

A leading spokesman for an
American textbook publisher
conceded the {exts aren’t “as
good as they ought i¢ be.”

Letters from Our Readers

Blockade of Cuba
An, Act of War

ditor:

A blockade of Cuba, fenced in
with battleships and subma-
rines, will be a brazen attack
upon world free frade and free-
dom of the seas. It means war
and so does a blockade of any
other Latin-American country.

Monoepoly capital has invaded
every country of the world,
hogs it all and eats everything
up from the people. It does not
want to share even a crumb.

It's stealing the markets, busi~
ness, profits and rentals of every
country in the world and they
will unite with the Communist
bloc to drive it out because the
hogs are in their fields devour-
ing everything.

The proper place to attack
monopoly and cut it off at the
roots is on its own soil. Get your
industries and business out of
foreign countries, monopolists,
before you are struck by lighi-
ning.

- D.W. E.
Chicago

Favors Tabloid

Editor:

A iabloid size for the Militant
would be easier to handle and
make for a more aitractive lay-
out.

The light touch on your back
page is an improvement.

M.B.

San Francisco
[See next week’s issue.—
Editor.]

Wants to Hear
From Members

Of Auto Union

Editor: .

I am interested in correspond-
ing with members of the Na-
iional Cemmittee for Democra-
tic Action in the United Auto-
mobile Workers Union. I un-
derstand ihis group is calling
for the 30-hour weck and dem-
ocratic action in the UAW.

I have been calling for 30-for-
40 for more than eight years and
asking for democratic action by
the rank and Afle, particularly
on political matiers.

I have also called for election
of international officers and re-
gional directors by direct vot-

ing.

Would Jike to hear from
UAW members interested in
same.

J.E.P. :
Paierson, N.J.

Rail Labor Unity

Editor: .

Could you provide us' more
information concerning railroad
labor matters — hoth the oper-
ating and nonoperating crafis?

We are mtereated in- the

merger of all crafts into one or
two unions, due to our weak-
ened condition in a dwindling
industry.

R.P.R.

Minneapolis

[Railroad workers interesied

in corresponding with R.P.R.
can send their letters fo the
Militant and we will be glad o
forward them. Same for auto
workers who may wish to write
to JEP. (See letter above)—
Editor.}

Would Not Want

To Miss an Issue

Editor:

Enclosed is -money order to
extend my subscription as I
would not want to miss an is-
sue.

A few remarks—I endorse the
stand you took in your Dec. 12
issue when you refused {o print
a letter from a reader because
he failed to identify himself.
Such as are afraid of capitalist-
tic snake bites should stay off
the trail of free speech.

Enjoyed the clever wit in the
article about the Cuban electri-
cal workers — about the Cuban
woman the papers said ripped
the tires off cars and about capi-
talistn’s pretentious concern for
labor union righis.

Also, recently 1 was chatting
with a Republican neighbor and
he remarked, '“That Khrushchev
is insane, waving his shoe at
the UN like a maniac.”

I conceded, perhaps. However,
Christ must have been even
more insane when he upset the
money tables, turned logse the
cattle and whipped the capi-
talist money changers from the
temple. No comment.

A.G. Gregerson
Fillmore, Utah

A Beautiful Cause”

Editor:

Yours is one of the few pubili-
cations that did not disappoint
me when I first came to the
United Siates. You mainiain
the progressive and fearless at-
titude that was characterisiic of
an earlier and better American
society.

I only regrel that the socialist
cause is not more united in iis
aims and goals, I is 2 beautiful
and reasonable cause that wil},
sooner or later, be shared by all
decent people in the world.

M.A.
New York

Cheering Diet News

Editor:

Your Bronx reader, Onna
Diet, who complained in the
Jan. 9 Militant azbout seeing in
the papers where the govern-
ment seized 6,345 pounds of the
product named “Way Rife Nutri-
tional ‘Health-Weight Control”

“may feel relieved to know that

an-:error -was-involved.

The report was that the prod-
uct contained a lot more fat
and a lot less protein than ad-
vertised.

Somebody goofed. The New
York Times for Jan. 6 published
a correction saying that the gov-

ernment did neot charge more -
fat and less profein but only '

that the product was “mis-
branded by false nutritional
claims,”

What that means I don't
kiriow, But you can probably
starve on the stuff while feel-
ing as satisfied as if you'd just
had a hbig meal of chocolate-
flavored plaster.

O.T. Read
New York

Letters to Cuba

Editor:

The New York Mirror, a Cas-
tro-baiting gutter sheet of the
first water, on Jan. 12 printed
an editorial that urged Amer-
icans to write letters to any con-
tacts that they might have
amohg the Cuban people, claim-
ing that a iletter-writing cam-
paign on the part of TItalian-
Americans in 1948 prevented
Italy from going Communist.

I wrote the Mirror the fol-
lowing: ’

. *“] agree with your editorial

urging Americans to write let:
ters to Gubans. This is a good
idea. It might alse be bf bhen-
efit to us Americans, and we
might thus be able to get an
idea of how truthfully the U.S.
newspapers have been repori-
ing affairs within Cuba.”

G.L.

New York

N.Y. Office Jobs

Getting Scarce

Editor:

Times are really rough now.
For the first time New York of-
fice woarkers are having a hard
time finding jobs. Not too long
ago — as recently as last sum-
mer — the wage scale was fairly
high because of the shortage of
help. Buit now! For every ad
that appears there are dozens of

‘replies.

So the bosses not only have
their pick, but what do you
think alse happens? The salary
{wages is the wrong word of
course; that implies being just
a worker, not middle class)
drops jusi like those two planes
that c¢rashed Into each other
here,

And so you walk and walk
and walk, and call and call and
call, and when you finally
breathe a sigh of reliefl because
you have located a job, you find
that your shoes have worn out
and your phone bill is double,
and you must get new clothes
that befit your station . m life,

-So there we are!

Ry
" New ¥ork.
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