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“Jim Crow Must Go! "

Throughout the North, students demonstrated solidarity with the Negro student freedom 
fighters in the South who have been staging "sit-ins" at five-and-dime stores. This picket line 
in Denver March 5 included unionists. One of them, a member of the United Packinghouse 
Workers Union, declared, "We w ill continue to picket and boycott these outfits as long as they 
profit from their ruthless dual policy toward Northern and Southern customers."

College Groups 
H it Woolworth’s 
Again in N.Y.

NEW  YORK, March 13 — 
“ A ren ’t you ashamed o f you r­
self?”  “ Hope you enjoy your 
food !”

These were some of the com­
ments tha t greeted the people 
w ho did w a lk  through the 
p icke t line of 300 youth yester­
day to shop or cat at the large 
T h ir ty - fo u rth  S treet W oolw orth  
store here. M any other shop­
pers r espected the demonstra­
tion held in support of Southern 
Negro students figh ting  to end 
pub lic  lunch-counter d iscrim ­
ination.

This was the second demon­
s tra tion organized by the New 
Y ork  Youth Committee fo r In- 
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Lie in "U.S. News" 
Exposed by Cubans

B y L il l ia n  K ieze l
“ Tw enty  years of dreams and 

hard w ork, and hundreds of 
thousands of dollars — all 
gone,” laments Jack H all E ver­
hart, whose 20,000-acre P inar 
del Rio cattle  ranch has been 
confiscated by the Cuban revo­
lu tio n a ry  government. The U.S. 
press reports his story as ty p i­
cal o f the trea tm ent accorded 
Am erican ranchers and cane 
growers.

These tea r-je rk ing  accounts 
of E ve rha rt’s ordeal at the 
hands of the Cuban revo lu tion  
say nothing about how the 
Cuban fa rm  laborers suffered 
because, fo r ha lf a century. 
Am ericans owned most of the 
island's best arable land and

Too Many Babies?

Can W e Win Back 
A Healthy Scarcity?

By Joseph Hansen

Seventh in a series of articles.

W hat's to be done about the food explosion? There are 
tw o schools of thought. One holds tha t hunger s t il l plagues 
the w o rld  and tha t Am erica should help stamp it  out.

As a modest beginning at home, we should assure every 
fa m ily  three square meals a day. Th is e lem entary public- 
w e lfa re  measure w ould not decrease our immense sur­
pluses. In fact i t  would probably u ltim a te ly  help increase 
them because of the rise in the sense of w e ll-be ing among 
the people.

As a beginning abroad, we should at once offer flo tillas 
of food to poverty-stricken countries, thus help ing to re­
store the good name Am erica fo rm e rly  enjoyed among 
nations fo r its readiness to use its p len ty  to help others in 
need.

This generous a ttitude  is ra the r widespread among 
farm ers and workers bu t doesn’t get many headlines.

The other school holds tha t such a v iew  is fat-headed, 
p inko-tinged, smacking of un-Am ericanism , and s tr ic tly  
fo r the birds. Hunger, th is school w il l  adm it, is an unpleas­
ant fact. However, not much can be done about i t  w ithout 
cash in your pocket or in the bank. O verw helm ing evidence 
shows that modern man’s main reason for g row ing crops 
is not to provide people w ith  food; but to make money. I f  
you give our crops away, how can you expect to sell them? 
You’ve ru ined the m arket. To protect profits you have to 
protect sales and keep prices high enough to offer a fa ir 
re tu rn .

This v iew  is so sensible tha t we at. once sec its m erit. 
To preserve the p ro fit pattern in agricu ltu re , we m ust 
m ainta in  re la tive  scarcity. O bviously the cu rren t food ex­
plosion is a national calam ity.

Fortunate ly  our capita list experts are aware of the 
grave character of the emergency and are w o rk ing  around 
the clock figuring  out w hat to do. A report on th e ir efforts 
w h ich  appeared in the Dec. 14, 1959, W all S treet Journal 
shows that there are no grounds fo r panic:

"A broad attack on the nation's huge, costly agricultural 
surplus problem is being launched by America's leading farm 
organizations.

"Convinced that the old panaceas won't work, the or­
ganizations are concocting a flock of new ones. Their most 
urgent aim: To wipe out the Government surplus of wheat, 
corn and other major crops which now ties up more than $9 
billion. Removing this surplus, the farmer groups believe, 
would allow free market prices to rise to 'fairer' levels."

Anyone who th inks tha t i t  w ou ld  be u n fa ir to jack up 
( Continued on Page 2 )

ran th e ir holdings like  feudal 
lords.

U.S. News and W orld Report 
published E verhart’s artic le, en­
titled  “ I had M y Property 
Grabbed by Castro’s Men,”  in 
the March 7 issue. His main 
com pla in t is tha t the National 
In s titu te  of A g ra rian  Reform  
(IN R A ) took away land he 
claims he was entitled  to under 
the agrarian re form  law.

I t  seems he had tw o ranches. 
One he owned personally and 
the other was owned by a com ­
pany of w hich lie was presi­
dent. He asked to be allowed 
to keep 3,333 acres — the m ax­
im um  perm issible am ount un­
der the law  — for each of the 
ranches, but his request was 
denied.

Instead, he says, IN R A  o ff i­
cials to ld  h im  to go and “ pick 
o u t” 1,650 acres  “ fo r m yself” 
from  the company ranch. He 
received no receipt fo r the land 

 IN R A  look over, nor any of the 
; promised tw en ty-year bonds at 
4 Vi per cent interest. A day 
laborer on his ranch before the 
revo lu tion, V ida l G il. now man­
ages his e rstw h ile  holdings.

Revolucion, newspaper o f the 
T w en ty-s ix th  of Ju ly  Movement 
replied to E verhart in its March 
9 issue a fte r ca re fu lly  rev iew ­
ing the facts w ith  the legal de­
partm ent of INRA.

“ Mr. Everhart was one of 
many who acquired lands in 
Cuba fo r a l it t le  money and en­
riched themselves by e xp lo it­
ing the w orkers.”  His friends in 
the old Cuban governm ent 
“ favored him  by constructing 
roads and by a llow ing  h im  to 
use an even sterner hand w ith  
the laborers.”  “ Batista h im self 
w ent fishing on his property .”

His property declaration to 
IN R A  in September 1959 ap- 
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Guatemala's Children
In  Guatemala, the m o rta lity  

rate fo r ch ild ren  between the 
ages of one and six is 42 per 
thousand as compared to .9 per 
thousand in the U.S.

Dobbs Hits 
2 Parties 
On Rights

Calls Current 
Bill a 'Hoax'

NEW  YORK, March 18 — “ No 
TV quiz show was ever as 

j  thorough ly rigged as the so- 
l called c iv il-r ig h ts  figh t curren t- 
| ly  going on in W ashington,”  F a r­
re ll Dobbs, presidentia l nominee 
o f the national comm ittee o f the 
Socialist W orkers party, declared 
today.

“ In Congress, Democratic and 
Republican leaderships, N o rth ­
ern libera ls and D ix iecrats arc 
co llaborating in a m u tua lly  
agreed upon hoax on the A m e ri­
can people.”  Dobbs' statement 
continued. “ The bills, amend­
ments, parliam enta ry  moves and 
counterm oves. the Southern f i l i ­
buster and the liberals' cries of 
d isappointm ent are all as pre­
arranged and rehearsed as the 
grunts and groans in  a profes­
sional w res tling  m atch.”

"All observers admit the 
Civil Rights Act of 1960 will 
be as anemic and meaningless 
as its predecessor, the Civil 
Rights Act of 1957. It w ill not 
even be a civil rights act; it is 
being stripped down to a mere 
voting rights act. But it will 
give very few disfranchised 
Negroes in the South an actual 
vote.

“ The voting provision, weak 
and cumbersome in its orig ina l 
form , has been fu r th e r eroded 
by vo lun ta ry  changes and 
amendments. I t  now appears 
that the federal vo ting  referees 
w ould have to go through ten 
legal steps to register a Negro 
refused reg istra tion by local 
racist officials. The opportun ities 
fo r  legal chicanery and delay 
th is  w ill afford Southern au tho ri­
ties w ould probably be enough to 
discourage Job h im self from  
t r y ing  to vote.

"Cynical Betrayal"

“ But to get a federal d is tric t 
court to appoint a vo ting  referee 
w ill require w inn ing  a lengthy 
lawsuit, subject to tw o appeals, 
proving that a pattern o f racial 
d iscrim ination  exists in  local 
reg istra tion practices. As w ith  
attem pts to enforce school deseg­
regation. th is means separate 
lawsuits in each of the thousands 
of Southern electoral d istricts. 

"This latest cynical betrayal 
of civil rights again demon­
strates the vise-like grip of the 
Southern racists on Congress.

“ A t the very moment the Re­
publican leadership is b idd ing 
fo r Negro votes by proposing a 
‘stronger’ c iv il-r ig h ts  b ill, it has 
already agreed to tr im  its b ill to 
the taste of the Southerners. 
W hile voicing the ir d isappoint­
ment in  a no rthe rly  direction 
over the emasculation o f the 
c iv il-r ig h ts  b ill, the Northern 
libera ls arc m aking deals w ith  
the ir Southern ‘opponents’ for 
the coming convention.

“ A n  opponent o f J im  Crow 
who supports the Democratic 
or Republican parties in  the 
coming elections w il l  be be tray­
ing not only his own desire to 
make c iv il r igh ts  a re a lity  but 
also the courageous Negro stu ­
dents of the South, now being 
ja iled  by the hundreds by South­
ern Democratic officials — to 
the great indifference o f the 'Re­
publicans and N orthern  Demo­
crats in Congress engrossed in 
p lay ing  ou t the ir 1960 c iv il-  
rights hoax.”

Negro Students Extend 
Lunch Bar Battle Line

Let's Back Them Up!
An Editoria l

I t  is not enough to nod one’s head ap­
p rov ing ly  w h ile  reading the s tir r in g  dis­
patches from  the South about the student 
actions against J im  Crow. Nor is i t  enough 
to speak enthusiastica lly about the lunch- 
counter sit-downs to friends and fe llow - 
workers.

The Negro people of the South, led by 
th e ir courageous students, and supported 
by a small num ber of equally courageous 
Southern whites, are in the m idst of an 
extrem ely hard - fought battle. T he ir de­
mand fo r the elem entary human d ig n ity  of 
being served in a pub lic  eating place has 
arrayed against them the whole entrench­
ed power of Southern racism.

In  th is desperate battle  the Southern 
freedom fighters need tangible, effective 
help from  above the M ason-Dixon line. The 
p icketing of five-and-dime stores in  various 
cities by students, and in a few  instances 
by trade unions, deserves the highest praise 
as examples of tangible, effective help. 
They are no mere sym bolic acts of soli­
da rity .

The five-and-dim e chains are not only 
g u ilty  of racial d iscrim ina tion  in the ir 
Southern stores, in many instances the ir 
store managers have made the fo rm a l com­
pla ints or sworn out the w arran ts  on w hich 
the Southern students have been th row n 
in ja il.

The W oolworth , Kress, K r esge, G ran t 
and M cC lellan companies deserve a ll the 
economic punishm ent tha t N orthern  op­

ponents of J im  Crow can give them. These 
chains are almost in va ria b ly  non-union and 
anti - union. For organized labor th is 
should be an added incentive to extend 
na tiona lly  the so lida rity  p icke ting  already 
begun by a num ber of union bodies. I f 
labor places its fu ll w e igh t behind a boy­
cott of the five-and-dime chains, the N o rth ­
ern boycott added to the Southern can 
soon force them to abandon th e ir racist 
lunch-counter policies.

A  comm ittee headed by A FL-C IO  Vice 
President A. P h ilip  Randolph has called 
fo r a mass dem onstration on May 17 — 
anniversary of the Supreme C ourt’s school 
desegregation decision — in  New Y o rk ’s 
garm ent d is tr ic t in support of the Southern 
students.

This call fo r a May 17 dem onstration 
has been endorsed by the New Y o rk  Youth 
Com m ittee fo r in tegra tion , an organization 
of campus clubs and student governm ent 
bodies w hich  emerged from  the so lida rity  
p icketing  of the five-and-dim e stores. Now 
the Young Socialist A lliance  is urg ing  tha t 
nation-w ide student demonstrations be 
called on M ay 17 in  support of the Negro 
students of the South.

A ll efforts henceforth should be fo r a 
steady bu ild -up  of N orthern  demonstra­
tions to a crescendo of so lida rity  on May 17. 
Let such a roar arise in  the N orth  on tha t 
date tha t i t  w i l l  give new heart to the 
Negro freedom fighters of the South and 
give pause to th e ir racist oppressors.

UAW Officials 
Seek to Purge 
Canadian Unit

TORONTO, March 15 — A 
brigade of W alter Reuther’s 
porkchoppers moved in to  Can­
ada r ecen tly  in  an a ttem pt to 
squelch the g r o w i n g  a n ti­
adm in istra tion  opposition in  the 
Canadian section of the AFL- 
CIO United A utom obile  W o rk ­
ers union.

Headed by E m il Mazey, sec re- 
ta ry - treasurer of the UAW . a 
comm ittee of In te rna tiona l E x ­
ecutive Board members investi­
gated charges tha t Paul Siren, 
fo rm er Toronto d irecto r of the 
union, had held “ secret”  discus- 
sions w ith  Com m unist Party 
leaders during  the 149-day. 
1955-56 s trike  against the Gen­
eral Motors Corporation of Can­
ada. Mazey characterized such 
discussions as an “ act of treason 
against the union.”

The “ investiga tion" came as 
a result o f the challenge to Can­
adian U AW  D irector. George 
B urt, at the October 1959 union 
convention in A tla n tic  C ity. 
B u rt was one of the very few 

(Con t in u e d  on Page 4)

Take New Steps to Form 
Labor Party in Canada

The Canadian labor move­
ment. is going ahead w ith  its 
plans to form  a labor party. A 
draft program fo r the new 
party  has been published, and 
in Nova Scotia a fu ll slate of 
labor candidates w ill challenge 
th e  l i b e r a l  and Conservative 
part ies in the pending p ro v in ­
cial elections.

At the A p ril 1950 convention 
of the Canadian Labor Con­
gress. counterpart of the A F L - 
CIO, the delegates instructed 
the national council to begin 
mapping plans fo r the new 
party  and to report back to the 
next convention w h ich  is now 
scheduled to be held in  M on­
treal the week of A p r il 25.

The new party  is being 
formed in  alliance w ith  the Co­
operative Commonwealth Fed­
eration, a th ird  party  w hich had 
been supported by the Canadian 
CIO.

According to a Canadian 
union dispatch, the decision to 
contest the tw o cap ita lis t pa r­
ties in Nova Scotia w;is made 
by the Nova Scotia Federation 
o f Labor. D is tr ic t 26 of the 
U nited M ine W orkers and the 
p rovinc ia l Cooperative Com­
monwealth Federation, under 
whose name the labor slate w ill 
be run.

A jo in t steering comm ittee 
headed by I he presidents of the 
three bodies was appointed to 
act as a campaign comm ittee,and 
arrangements were made fo r re­
gional committees to lake re­
spons ib ility  for the campaign in 
various areas o f the province.

The Conservatives now control 
the Nova Scotia leg islature w ith  
24 seats. The L ibera ls  have 18 
scats and the CCF has one. The 
unionists were confident how ­
ever tha t a strong labor cam­
paign w il l  change the re la tion ­
ship of  forces.

9 Face Prison 
Under T-H Act

DENVER, March 14 — Nine 
I present and fo rm er officia ls of 
! the independent Mine, M ill and 
Sm elter W orkers U nion were 
sentenced to prison and fined 
here today. They had been con­
victed Dec. 17 on the fram e-up 
charge of v io la ting  the Ta ft- 
H artley  law by “ conspiring" to 
file false "non-C om m unist”  a f­
fidavits.

Seven were sentenced to 
three years in prison and fined 
$2,000. The other tw o were 
sentenced to 18 months and 
fined $1,500 each.

Sentenced to three years were 
Irv in g  D ich ter, sec re ta ry -treas- 
u rer  o f the union: Maurice
Travis, form er secretary-treas­
u re r; Charles W ilson, an in te r­
national representative; Harold 
Sanderson, con tro lle r; and Ray­
mond Dennis, Chase Powers, 
and A lbert Skinner, a ll executive 
board members.

The others sentenced were 
Jesse Van Camp, an in te rna ­
tional representative, and James 
D u rk in , a form er organizer.

The union leaders had been 
brought to tr ia l in  the m idst of 
a b itte r ly  fought s tr ike  against 
m a jo r copper producers.

Everyone a Capitalist 
In Land of the Dollar

By H a rry  Ring

Full Employment?
Six thousand men applied fo r 

800 Philadelphia c ity  laborers 
jo bs tha t pay about $60 a week.

"The rich get richer and the 
poor get kids.”

Tha t’s w ha t they used to say 
in the old days of dog-eat-dog 
capitalism . B u t cynical sayings 
like  tha t no longer apply since 
the rise of our present “ peo­
ple’s capita lism .”

Today, the once big cap ita l­
ists are tak ing  a real shellack­
ing. B ru ta lly  s tiff income, cor­
poration and inheritance taxes 
take away the bu lk  o f the ir 
hard-earned rem uneration. And 
the outrageously high cost of 
mansions, yachts and servants 
puts a s tiff b ile  in to  w hat l it t le  
is le ft. Really rich  plutocrats 
arc ju s t about ex tinc t in
America.

And a ll that dough hasn’t 
been going ju s t to the govern­
ment. I t  has been spread 
around very dem ocratically. No 
doubt you ’ve read some o f those 
ads exp la in ing tha t almost 
everybody in the country to ­
day owns stocks and bonds.
M illions  of Am erican w orkers 
are now capita lists w ith  a
vested in terest in ra ising pro­
duction and cu tting  wages.

You think all this is a lot of 
marlarkey? Well, so do I.

But in case anyone s t i l l  takes 
i such m yths seriously here arc 
a few facts to set them stra ight,

1 dug up by a non-com m unist o r­
ganization w ith  offices r ig h t on 
New Y o rk ’s Madison Avenue.

I t ’s the National Bureau of 
Economic Research. A fte r a de­
tailed national survey, i t  reports 
tha t the rich  are s til l getting 
riche r and that wealth is being 
concentrated in  fewer and
fewer hands.

Fo llow ing  the 1929 crash,
there was a tendency toward 
a somewhat broader d is tr ib u ­
tion of wealth. But in 1949 
there was a reversal of the 
trend which, the survey found, 
became sharply evident by
1953.

File this fact away for the 
nex t time you meet someone 
who really believes those ads 
about everyone being a stock­
holder: By 1953, 1.6% of the 
population "owned a! least 
80% of the corporate stock 
held in the personal sector, 
virtually all of the state and 
local government bonds and 
between 10 and 35% of each 
other type of property."

In  1953 the same 1.6% owned 
30% of the na tion ’s personal 
wealth.

The bureau says tha t the con­
centration of w ealth hasn't yet 
returned to the 1929 peak. B u t 
i t  w il l  i f  the stock m arket keeps 
ris ing. A  bureau spokesman ex­
plains tha t since the m in o rity  
owns 4 m a jo rity  of  the stocks,

every m arket rise accelerates 
the concentration of w ealth in 
th e ir hands.

I f  you w ant some more facts 
on th is to convince yourse lf or 
others, send 75 cents (plus sales 
tax in New Y o rk  C ity ) to the 
N ational Bureau of Economic 
Research, 261 Madison Ave., 
New Y ork 16, N. Y. Ask for, 
“ Changes in the Share of 
Wealth Held By W ealth-H old- 
ers, 1922-1956.”

Braden Appeals 
To High Court

W ASH IN G TO N , D.C., March 
11 — The Supreme C ourt was 
asked today to review  the ease 
o f Carl Braden, Southern in te ­
gration fighter, who was sen­
tenced to a year in  prison fo r 
defy in g  the House U n-Am erican 
A c tiv itie s  Committee.

H is attorneys charged tha t his 
im prisonm ent w ould open the 
way fo r widespread harassment 
and ja ilin g  o f whites and Ne­
groes advocating c iv il rights.

They pointed out tha t Braden 
was called before the Congres­
sional w itch -h u n ters in 1958 in 
re ta lia tion  fo r his pub lic opposi­
tion to the com m ittee and “ to 
investigate his motives in w o rk ­
ing fo r in teg ra tion .”  He is one 
of 36 persons now in ja il or fac­
ing ja il fo r de fy ing  Congres­
sional or state in q u is ito ria l com­
mittees.

Defy Jailing, 
Racist Clubs

By George Lavan

Police-state tactics and gangs 
of deputized storm  troopers are 
being employed by Southern o f­
ficials to smash the s t i l l  spread­
ing protest movem ent o f Negro 
students.

C ity  and state offic ia ls have 
imposed a regime close to m ar­
tia l law  upon the Negroes of 
M ontgom ery, Alabama, who 
now risk  life  and lim b  i f  they 
a ttem pt to assemble, pe tition  or 
peacefully demonstrate. In  ad­
d ition  to c ity  and slate police, 
gangs o f deputized horsemen 
and K u  K lu x  elements w earing 
C iv il Defense insignia are te r­
ro riz ing  Negroes, newspaper re ­
porters and photographers.

Fears "Massacre"

The actions of the authorities 
and the w hite-suprem acist v ig il­
antes in  A labam a are so om in ­
ous tha t Roy W ilk ins , head o f 
the N ational Association fo r the 
Advancem ent of Colored Peo­
ple, asked the W hite  House to 
act to avert a possible “ massa­
cre”  of Negroes.

On March 13, W a lte r Reuther, 
president o f the A F L -C IO  U n i­
ted A uto  W orkers, w ired  Eisen­
hower: “ Thé reign o f te rro r in  
Montgomery, Alabama, reported 
to you by the Rev. M a rtin  L u ­
ther K ing , is shocking, im m ora l 
and un-Am erican — appealing 
to you to ins truct the A tto rney  
General to lake im m ediate ac­
tion in  you r name to restore law  
and order in  M ontgom ery.”  

Pressed by questioners at 
his March 16 news conference, 
the President agreed that the 
Constitution guaranteed peo­
ple the right to hold peaceful 
demonstrations but he saw no 
way of protecting the Negro 
people in this right. He sug­
gested it would be good if bi- 
racial conferences were held 
in every Southern community.

Held in Stockade

In  Orangeburg. South Caro­
lina, a dem onstration by 1,000 
students from  South Carolina 
State and C lafin  Colleges was 
met w ith  tear gas and fire hoses. 
W a lk ing  in groups of one hun­
dred, the young Negro men and 
women, attempted to converge 
on the dow ntown section by d if ­
fe ren t routes. They continued 
though drenched by hoses in 
the fo rty  degree weather.

A bout 350 (one-th ird  of them 
women) were herded by police 
in to  a stockade beside the court 
house. They were arra igned in 
groups of fifteen, w h ile  buses 
stood outside to take those un ­
able to post bond to the state 
prison.

O t h e r  demonstrations in  
South Carolina occurred in 
Rock H ill where 70 students 
were arrested fo r p icketing c ity  
ha ll; in Columbia, the state 
capita l, where ten were a r­
rested fo r asking for service at 
lunch counters; and in  Sum ter 
where police made no arrests.

In A tlan ta , Ga., students from  
the s ix Negro ins titu tions  com­
pris ing A tlan ta  U n ive rs ity  Cen- 

(Cont i n u e d  P age 4)

He's Only the President
Asked i f  he thought Negroes 

had a constitu tiona l r ig h t to s it 
at lunch counters. President 
E isenhower rep lied tha t he 
wasn’t a lawyer.

California Senate Deaf 
To Pleas for Chessman

By Della Rossa
A b ill to abolish the death pen­

a lty  in C a lifo rn ia  was k illed  in 
the Senate Jud ic ia ry  Com m ittee 
March 10 by an e ight to seven 
vote. The Democrats hold a th ir ­
teen to two m a jo rity  on the com ­
mittee.

The day before, an unexpec­
tedly large num ber of witnesses 
testified against capita l pun ish­
ment.

The decision means tha t only 
executive clemency, w hich Gov. 
B rown says he is powerless to 
grant, can save C ary l Chessman 
from the gas chamber May 2. Be­
cause the Chessman case has 
aroused w orld -w ide  protests, 
B row n gave Chessman a s ix ty - 
d a y  reprieve on Feb. 19 and de­
clared his fate w ou ld  be decided 
by the legislature.

A t the M arch 9 leg is la tive 
hearing, C lin to n  F. D u ffy, fo rm -

er warden of San Q uentin p ris ­
on, testified that, “ I have ye t to 
find anyone executed who was 
w ealthy. It's  on ly prisoners w ho 
can’ t afford competent attorneys 
who die in the lethal gas cham­
ber." D uffy  also insisted tha t the 
death penalty is not a deterrent, 
to crime.

Actress P hy llis  K irk , representing
 the Southern C a lifo rn ia  

Com m ittee to Abolish C apita l 
Punishm ent, asked; “ How can 
we support such enlightened 
programs as prison reform s and 
parole procedures and s ti l l  be in  
favor of the r itu a l barbarism  o f 
executions?”

Even before the proceedings 
opened, the com m ittee room  
was packed w ith  an audience of 
350. Outside pickets carried p la ­
cards asking fo r clemency fo r  
Chessman and fo r an end to the 
death, penalty.
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Is the New “ Dream” Engine 
Good News to Auto Workers?

By George Breitm an

America's International Economic Position

D ETR O IT — G ood new s o r 
bad?

“ The Germans b litzed the 
auto w orld  this year w ith  a 
dream engine,”  D avid  Scott re ­
ports in  the March Popular Sci­
ence. “ Instead o f pistons that 
shu ttle  up and down, i t  uses a 
tr ic k y  three-lobed rotor. A 
cross between the o rd ina ry  in- 
ternal-com bustion engine and 
the tu rb ine, i t  promises tw ice 
the .power from  the same w eight 
and size as conventional engines

 . . .
“ Besides that, i t ’s qu ie t and 

a l m o s t  vibrationless. Also, 
cheap to make, economical to 
run, and sim ple to m aintain. 
I t  has on ly tw o m ain m oving 
parts.”  I t  can also be used in 
trucks, boats and planes.

NSU W erke of Neckarsulm , 
Germany, plans to have the new 
engine in its 1961 P rinz  small

cars. In  the U. S.. Curtiss-  
W righ t has bought the righ ts to 
bu ild  larger versions o f the en­
gine. |

M eanw hile  Rootes of England 
has introduced on its H illm a n  ’ 
M inx  line a new fu lly  autom a­
tic transm ission suitable fo r 
low-powered cars tha t is called 
'as sim ple as a ch ild ’s m agnet.”  
(N ew Y ork  Times, Feb. 25.)

Called Easidrive, it is based 
on a m agnetic princip le . “ Using 
about tw o  tablespoons o f a fe r­
ric powder tha t becomes mag­
netized, it forms w hat amounts 
to a solid coupling between the 
engine and gearbox. Thus, the 
powder is transm itted  to the 
wheels w ith o u t appreciable s lip ­
page, and there is no loss of 
power from  wasted gasoline.” 
On some big U. S. cars the 
horsepower loss is as high as 
25%.

. . .  Lie in “ U.S. News”
(Continued from  Page I )  

peared “ extrem ely doub tfu l and 
in tr ica te .”  The “ co m p a n y ” 
ranch, purchased in 1946 in the 
name o f a corporation called 
C attle  and T e rr ito r ia l Co., San 
Marcos, S.A., has 13,000 acres, 
now  valued at $918,000. Ever­
h a rt says a M r. Leon Broch sold 
the  ranch and received 1,500 
shares, valued at 150.000 pesos, 
in  re tu rn .

Later, says Revolucion, “ Mr. 
Broch and a M r. Louis Menocal 
appeared as hold ing 5Vi shares 
and the rest o f the shares — 
1,507 M; —  belonged to M r. Ever­
h a rt . . .  no document proves 
M r. E verhart ever bought the 
shares from  M r. Broch.”

E ve rha rt says he “ gave”  ten 
peasant fam ilies eight acres 
each. A c tua lly , says Revolu­
cion, he “ forced tw en ty  fam ­
ilies ”  onto sixty-seven acres and 
pe rm itted  no one “ to take any­
th ing  from  his property. One 
fa rm er who planted a few  co f­
fee plants was persecuted by 
M r. Everhart. . . .  He turned 
people in to  the ru ra l police i f  
they le t an anim al graze the 
fo liage alongside the road.”

E ve rha rt’s adm in is tra tor says 
the men used to w ork  ten or 
more hours “ fifteen days a 
month fo r 2 pesos a day.”  To­
day they earn 2.88 pesos fo r an 
e igh t-hou r day.

When E verhart b u ilt  a school, 
“ He paid 2 pesos fo r w o rk  from  
sunup to sundown.”  The c h il­
dren had to pay fo r equipment 
they now receive free.

In  his U.S. News article, 
E ve rha rt weeps not only fo r 
h im se lf bu t also fo r Ricardo 
Martinez, “ forced”  to sell a 
store "he ran fo r m y w orkers”  
to IN R A. But M artinez feels 
somewhat d iffe ren tly  about the 
m atter. He now manages the 
IN R A  store.

“ From  1948,”  he to ld Revolu­
cion, “ I worked fo r food”  be­
cause people couldn’t pay. “ I 
now make 100 pesos cash, aside 
from  food. . . . IN R A  paid me 
. . . over 1,000 pesos fo r my m er­
chandise and re frige ra to r.”

About liv in g  conditions on 
E ve rha rt’s ranch before the 
revo lu tion  several peasants said: 
“ You had to make an e ffo rt not 
to die”  and “ There was much 
ty ranny  there.”

I t is also being used in Eng­
land on ro ta ry  p rin tin g  presses, 
big cameras, te x tile  and m ining.

Easidrive was developed in 
B rita in  by Sm iths M oto r Acces­
sories under a complex cross­
licensing agreement w ith  Eaton 
M anufacturing  C o m p a n y  of 
Cleveland, w hich retains the 
N orth  Am erican rights. Eaton 
has developed a s lig h tly  d iffe r­
ent version now being tested by 
U. S. auto corporations, which 
may appear next year on some 
D e tro it small cars.

Now we re tu rn  to the ques­
tion : Good news or bad?

For the auto corporations, it's 
w onderfu l. To produce engines 
and autom atic transmissions 
w il l  be cheaper, tha t is, w il l  re­
qu ire  less labor power, and 
therefore few er workers.

For the auto workers, i t ’s a 
m ixed blessing at best. As car 
owners and drivers, they w e l­
come technological progress. 
B u t as workers they know it 
means layoffs fo r some and in ­
security fo r others.

Thanks to technological prog­
ress and speedup,- the B ig Three 
auto corporations can tu rn  out 
more cars today than five years 
ago, w h ile  using 136,000 less 
production workers.

In  a sensible society, where 
the economy w ould be planned 
and contro lled by the m a jo rity , 
news about the engine and 
transmission w ould be greeted 
w ith  dancing in the streets. It 
w ould mean another cut in  the 
w ork  week, another step toward 
greater leisure and freedom for 
all.

Bu t in the madhouse known 
as capita lism , where things are 
produced because they’re p ro fit­
able fo r the few  and not be­
cause they 're  useful fo r  the 
many, the main sensation of 
many w orkers reading such re­
ports is a c h ill along the spine.

Socialists say: I t ’s not w o rk ­
ers tha t should be scrapped, but 
the system that has no use fo r 
people when it can’t suck profits 
out o f them. Socialists th in k  
the Am erican w orkers w il l  
reach the same conclusion.

T ha t’s when the rea lly  good 
news w il l  begin.

By Tom Kem p

The do lla r is no longer i  
“ scarce”  currency, at least a: 
that term is understood in dis­
cussion o f in te rna tiona l economic

 relations. Indeed, since 
the last recession there has been 
some concern about the chang­
ing nature o f the U. S. balance 
of payments, w ith  the outflow 
now exceeding receipts in t. 
way w hich accelerates the drain 
from  the nationa l gold stock.

Countries in  Europe which 
fo r many years a fte r the war 
had a permanent do lla r gap an 
now receiving or earning most 
o f the dollars, they need am 
have been able to ease some of 
the restrictions on convertib ility  
of th e ir own currencies w h ich 
had been in force since th e w ar

A lthough the “ weakness”  o f 
the do lla r has some unwelcom e 
aspects fo r certain Am erican interests

, and may represent over 
shooting, i t  does not represen 
any dram atic d im inu tion  in economic

 standing. The presen' 
situa tion  is the outcome, in  fact 
o f a sequence of events reach­
ing back to the Second W ork 
War.

Though not much like  w hat 
Am erican policy-m akers had 
expected or aimed at in  detail 
there cannot be much doubt 
tha t in broad outline  i t  fits in 
w ith  the needs of A m erican 
capita lism  in the d ifficu lt position

 in w hich it finds itse lf in 
the m id -tw en tie th  century.

The m ajor w a r aim o f American
 capita lism  in the year? 

1941-45 was to make the w o rld 
safe fo r capita lism , keeping 
open its m arkets and its sphere: 
o f economic penetration.

Policy-m akers sought to dc 
this not m erely by smashing the 
German and Japanese threat 
countering Russian moves and 
preventing social revo lu tion 
They also had in  th e ir bags 
schemes fo r reordering the capi­
ta lis t w o rld  m arket along lines 
which w ould be favorable to the 
interests o f Am erican capital 
ism as the leading cred ito r and 
the dom inant power po lit ica lly  
and economically.

However, the shaping out of 
forces beyond the contro l of 
U n ited  States policy, the nature 
o f the relations between the 
U nited States and the other 
cap ita lis t states and various 
domestic pressures determ ined

. . .  Can W e Win Back Scarcity?
(Continued from  Page I )  

food prices any h igher than they are now, should ponder 
the fo llo w in g  b it o f in fo rm a tion  from  the same artic le :

"Spurring farmers is a pinch on their own pocketbooks, 
reflected in Government statistics. At mid-November, the 
prices farmers received were at the lowest point in more 
than 19 years in relation to the prices they pay. This year, 
farm profits are running about 15% below 1958, and econom­
ists predict that next year they'll dip to the lowest rale 
since 1942."

From  th is  we can see tha t i t ’s on ly common sense to 
pour kerosene on tha t $9 b illio n  w o rth  of food stored by 
the government. I f  tha t w ould create too much o f a fire 
hazard, the gra in  could be bull-dozed in to  the rive rs  where 
we dum p our sewage. W e’ve got to break out of the horse 
and buggy k ind  of th in k in g  tha t considers i t  a government 
du ty  to keep the granaries fu l l  fo r the lean years. This is 
bounteous modern Am erica, not the ancient Egypt tha t 
suffered the famines of B ib lica l times!

A  bold move of th is  k in d  to remove the depressant 
effect of governm ent-held m ountains of food w ou ld  have 
exh ila ra ting  consequences on prices and profits. M uch more 
than tha t is required, however. I f  the present rate of ag ri­
c u ltu ra l production continued, the flood o f edibles and 
fibers from  our farm s w ould  q u ick ly  f i l l  up the emptied 
storehouses again. You have to s trike  at the root of the 
evil. You have to get the farm ers themselves to serve as 
shock troops to put down production.

The government, of course, has been w o rk ing  on th is 
fo r some time. To help keep up prices, i t  buys crops from  
farm ers, using part of the tax money i t  takes from  us fo r 
th is  w o rth y  purpose. We pay fo r the crops tha t have to be 
taken off the mar ke t so tha t we can enjoy h igher prices at 
grocery stores. That is how the governm ent surpluses have 
been b u ilt  up.

A long w ith  th is, however, the governm ent has insisted 
th a t farm ers help, too, by res tric ting  the acreage they pu t 
in to  production. M any big farm ers, as a result, make m il­
lions by generously re fra in in g  from  grow ing  crops. Under 
Eisenhower, s t il l another measure was ins titu ted , the so- 
called “ soil bank.”  U nder th is, farm ers agree to take soil 
out of production. In  re tu rn , the U.S. Treasury, again using 
money taken from  us in  taxes, pays them ren t fo r the id le  
land.

The m ain troub le  w ith  the governm ent’s efforts is tha t 
they haven’t  worked. They proved to be too meager to 
contain the food explosion. Some of them  are now regarded 
as noth ing but panaceas, the report in  the W a ll Street 
Journa l indicates.

The adm in is tra tion ’s plan is “ to counter surpluses”  by 
a more vigorous extension of cu rren t policies. This w ould 
include “ g radua lly  low ering  price supports, expanding the 
vo lun ta ry  soil bank, he lp ing more m arg ina l farm ers find 
urban jobs, boosting overseas surplus disposal and find ing 
new in d u s tr ia l outlets fo r fa rm  products.”

Am ong w ea lth ie r farm ers a lo t of consideration is 
being given to the idea of tu rn in g  to the use of force. Le t the 
governm ent clam p down on every fa rm  in  the country w ith  
a specific l im it  on the amount of any m a jo r crop w hich 
each one is pe rm itted  to grow. On top o f th is, le t the gov­
ernm ent extend the soil bank scheme and make i t  manda­
to ry . As a crash beginning, take 50 to 70 m illio n  acres of 
the coun try ’s 350 m illio n  acres of crop land out of produc­
tion  at once.

This w ould  e ffective ly  counter the present inc lina tion  
o f m any farm ers to scorn the soil bank, or to pu t the worst

land on the fa rm  in  it. I t  w ould also scotch th e ir  tendency 
to grow  bigger crops on sm aller acreage as a way of get­
tin g  around the governm ent’s e ffo rt to reduce crops by 
low ering  the amount of land in production.

Opposition among farm ers to such vigorous steps could 
be met in  tw o ways. On the one hand, i t  w ou ld  be made a 
serious crime, like  bootlegging, to grow  unauthorized food: 
on the other hand, farm ers who curbed th e ir in s tinc t to 
p lant seeds, cu ltiva te  crops and reap harvests w ould be 
guaranteed free governm ent gra in  fo r th e ir  livestock and 
governm ent checks fo r themselves to cover whatever losses 
they encountered because of curta iled  sales. You know who 
would foot the b ill.

The W a ll Street Journal calls these “ new concepts.” 
W ho can be against “ new concepts”  in such a c ritica l 
problem? Before jo in in g  the claque, however, w ith  our 
own cheers, whistles and bravos, le t us pause fo r a mom­
ent of s ilen t m editation.

Remember how we w ere to ld tha t the rise in  produc­
t iv i ty  on the fa rm  “ has a ll bu t w iped out the M althusian 
fear tha t a nation w ould never be able to feed an ever- 
expanding popu la tion” ? Remember how shocked we were 
to learn tha t w hat we rea lly  face is not the danger of over­
population in  one or tw o thousand years bu t a food ex­
plosion of im m ediate th rea t to the p ro fit system? Now we 
have discovered tha t a series of governm ent panaceas have 
already been applied to cut down a g ricu ltu ra l production, 
bu t w ith o u t success, so that more strenuous ones are 
suggested.

On th in k in g  i t  over, doesn’t  a ll th is  have a fa m ilia r 
ring? Doesn’t th is  fear of expanding crops para lle l the fear 
of an expanding population? And w ha t about the panaceas 
proposed to keep down corn and wheat? A re n ’t they va ria ­
tions of M althusian ism  —  w ith  th is difference, tha t the 
“ dreary doctrine”  is applied to crops instead o f people?

The destruction o f governm ent-held surpluses— doesn’t 
such a proposal arise from  fears of abundance ju s t as 
antihum an as those the w arm aking  im peria lis ts  display 
tow ard the huge populations of the countries like  China and 
India?

Crop reduction — isn ’t  tha t like  the neo-M althusian 
panacea of reducing the b ir th  rate of the peoples of India, 
L a tin  Am erica, China and s im ila r poverty-stricken areas?

R etirem ent of soil — doesn’t  th is  pa ra lle l the s te riliza ­
tion  of males and maintenance of in fe r t i l i ty  among females 
advocated by the neo-Malthusians fo r colored populations 
tha t have yet to reach the exalted indus tria l status of the 
Western powers?

From  the admissions of the popula tion experts them ­
selves, we saw how rid icu lous i t  is to expect tha t the ir 
utopian schemes w i l l  seriously affect the human b ir th  rate. 
Can anyth ing  be tte r be expected from  try in g  to apply 
s im ila r measures to the land to stem the im m ensely pro­
ductive consequences of the indus tria l and chemical revo l­
utions?

To be b r ie f and b ru ta lly  fra n k  about it, the best tha t 
can be said fo r both sets of proposals is tha t they are w o rth ­
less except fo r w hat they reveal about the level of capi­
ta lis t though t in  our times. Face to face w ith  the m igh ty  
problems of abundance to w h ich  the cap ita lis t system has 
br ought us, our experts have noth ing be tte r to o ffer fo r 
our consideration than some frigh tened ra tt lin g  of the 
sacred bones of St. M althus.

C learly, i f  we hope fo r any c la rity , we m ust tu rn  to 
better sources.

(Next week: The Marxist View.)

the norm in w hich these policies 
were concretized and applied 
through a ll the dangers and
com plexities o f the forties and 
fifties.

To ta lk  of po litica l and eco­
nomic policies as though t hey 
wore separate and d is tinc t is 
merely a m atte r o f convenience. 
In practice the tw o were com­
bined; the means to tackle one 
aspect had to be as fa r as pos­
sible consistent w ith  the aims 
pursued in the other.

To say, fo r example, tha t the 
po litica l aim  in 1945 was to back 
up governments abroad able to 
stem the tide  of social revo lu ­
tion and provide positions of 
strength from  w hich to oppose 
Russian expansion includes the 
economic aim of salvaging capi­
talism. The po litica l aim had to 
be pursued w ith  economic as 
w ell as other means. I f  there 
were specifically economic prob­
lems, they were nonetheless d i­
rectly related to these overrid ing  
purposes — though economists 
and others custom arily dealt 
w ith  them in isolation, thus, 
whether or not by design, con- 
cealing th e ir real content.

The Imbalance

The dom inant economic problem
, in th is context, was the in ­

ternational imbalance between 
the w ar-induced upsurge o f the 
Am erican economy w ith  its 
massive production, side-by-side 
w ith  the shattered economies 
if Western Europe and other 
areas and the complete dislocation

 o f the w orld  m arket under 
the stress of long years of de­
pression and war.

Capitalism was on its knees 
in a number of countries in 
1945. The disintegration of 
the state apparatus, the de­
moralization of the ruling 
class and many of its political 
representatives, as well as the 
temper of the people, held out 
the possibility of revolutionary 
change on the continent of 
Europe. In  Britain, while 
there were important differ­
ences, the scope for change 
was equally great.
The need of the hour was 

leadership and policy. They 
were lacking; both the Social 
Democratic and the Com m unist 
leaderships, fo r d iffe ren t rea­
sons, decided to head off the 
masses and co-operate in  solv­
ing the problems of th e ir “ ow n” 
capitalisms, ra ther than over­
th row ing them.

Consequently great h is to ric  
opportunities fo r  the w ork ing  
class were passed up and the 
tasks o f restoring capitalism , 
along the lines w h ich  suited 
Am erican capitalists, made that 
much easier.

I t  is true  tha t from  1947 on­
wards, the Com m unist parties 
were driven  out of the govern­
ments of France and Ita ly  and 
w ent in to  opposition. However, 
this did not lead them to elab­
orate revo lu tiona ry  policies. For 
many years they alternated be­
tween appeals to the Socialist 
parties and capita lis t libera ls to 
resume the “ popular fro n t”  
coalitions w ith  them and ad­
ven tu ris tic  actions aimed at 
Am erican im peria lism  in w hich 
they sought u n ity  w ith  such 
u ltra -na tiona lis ts  and near- 
fascists as M arshal Ju in  in 
France who also opposed NATO 
and German rearmament.

A fte r 1954. the efforts o f the 
CP leaders centered exclusive ly 
on achieving “ popular fro n t”  
governments. T he ir u n p rin ­
cipled course contribu ted  p r i­
m a rily  t<J the bew ilderm ent and 
eventual dem oralization of large 
sections of workers.

The Marshall Plan

A t this tim e  —  1945-47 —  the 
social and economic s itua tion  in  
Europe was s ti l l  a t rock bottom. 
Even the most favored coun­
tries were in  no position to meet 
th e ir im po rt needs to ca rry  fo r ­
ward r a p i d  reconstruction. 
Hence the tie -up  between A m er­
ican production and the w o rld ’s 
needs on the basis firs t o f ad 
hoc loans and then in a system­
atic way through the M arshall 
Plan.

The m ain emphasis in  th is 
phase was on economic aid on 
an in ter-governm enta l basis; 
m ilita ry  aid was insignificant, 
though there were, o f course, 
large Am erican forces sta­
tioned overseas inc lud ing  the 
countries being aided as w e ll 
as defeated Germany. These 
countries were s t i l l  short of 
dollars, th e ir balance o f pay­
ments were in  a precarious posi­
tion  and the imbalance between 
the USA and the rest of the ad­
vanced countries seemed to be 
chronic.

These injections of dollars 
provided the basis for reno­
vating capitalism in Europe 
as an economic system and 
gearing the states concerned 
into the political and strate­
gic machine of the "West" 
whose powerhouse was in 
Washington.
B u t the European countries 

were not jus t satellites. They 
retained th e ir own ru lin g  classes 
and these — or th e ir Labor- 
pa rty  stand-ins —  fough t hard 
to reconcile Am erican aid and 
acceptance o f the broad aims 
o f Am erican policy, w ith  w hich 
they had no quarre l, and th e ir 
ow n interests and aims.

They Demanded Better Pay

A fter World War I I ,  the U.S. government pumped billions 
of dollars into the prostrate European economy. As the West 
European capitalists began reaping new profits, the workers 
pressed for a restoration of their living standards. In  1954 this 
militant demonstration was staged in West Germany as 220,000 
Bavarian metal workers struck for higher pay.

They sought to  preserve w hat 
they deemed v ita l in  national 
independence; though t h e r e  
could be differences w ith in  
the class about the d raw ­
ing of lines. They used such 
assets as they retained, even i f  
on ly  in tang ib le  ones, such as 
po litica l experience and d ip lo ­
m atic acumen — where they 
could often score over the A m ­
ericans — to w in  better terms, 
resist pressures and re ta in  cer­
ta in  policies (such  as d iscrim ­
ina to ry  trade practices) w h ich  
the U. S. representatives d is­
liked.

Europe was ce rta in ly  not 
transform ed in to  a colony of 
the U nited States. Though the 
M arshall Plan made the Euro­
pean countries dependent on 
Am erican im peria lism , tha t de­
pendency bolstered th e ir eco­
nomies and perm itted  them to 
.play the role of ju n io r partners 
in  the im peria lis t coalition.

A New Phase

In  any ease, this phase of 
Am erican in te rna tiona l econo­
m ic aid q u ick ly  merged in to  an­
other fo llo w in g  the v ic to ry  of 
the Chinese R evolu tion and the 
outbreak of the Korean War.

As the cold w a r intensified, 
i Am erican funds fo r bu ild ing  up 
I arm ies rose ra p id ly  and uninterruptedly

, reaching a peak of 
| $4 b illio n  in  1953, w h ile  funds 
fo r s tab iliz ing  currencies or 
purchasing Am erican g o o d s  
d im inished.

By this time, indeed, the 
w orst of the balance o f pay­
ments d ifficu lties  of B rita in  and 
France had passed; there was 
s t i l l  a perm anent do lla r prob­
lem but i t  was somewhat less 
acute. Moreover, the flow  of 
m ilita ry  aid to the N ATO  allies, 
as w e ll as the bu ild ing  up of 
strategic stocks in  the U. S. con­
tr ibu ted  to fu rth e r economic re ­
covery and expansion both in 
the advanced countries — this 
was the tim e when West Ger­
m any strode fo rce fu lly  onto the 
economic arena — arid in the 
p rim a ry  producing areas. And, 
except in West Germany, arm a­
ment spending rose in the 
N ATO  countries and contributed 
to the economic shape o f the 
early  fifties.

Again, the d is tinc tion  between 
“ economic”  and “ m ilita ry ”  aid 
conceals the fact tha t the m o­
tiva tin g  force in both cases was 
the same, nam ely the salvation 
o f w o rld  capitalism .

The most obvious th rea t was 
also the same: the challenge 
from  the non-capita lis t states.

The economic effects were also 
in many ways comparable: the 
firs t im portan t one being that 
dollars were flow ing  in to  the 
w orld  m arket at a rate fa r in 
excess of tha t w hich could have 
been atta ined through the no r­
mal channels of trade and in ­
vestment.

The prosperity which open­
ed up for world capitalism 
in the fifties was stimulated in 
a direct way by its confronta­
tion with an incompatible 
world system and the war 
spending which resulted.

From  tha t basis there de­
veloped in the m id -fifties  a classic

 cap ita lis t investm ent boon' 
dom inated by p riva te  invest­
ment. d irected large ly into 
h ithe rto  neglected fields and in ­
corporating a new succession of 
technological developments. Eu­
rope was catching up w ith  the 
U nited States, in  its own way 
w ith  ra p id ly  g row ing ou tpu t of 
cars and consumer durables in 
the vanguard o f the expansion

A lthough  tota l Am erican fo r­
eign aid fe ll off through th ird 
period —  some tw o-th irds  being 
tied d ire c tly  to the Cold W ar— 
the outflow  of dollars w h ich  it  
represented rem ained o f con­
siderable sustaining effect fo r 
the whole w o rld  economy. In 
the meantim e the whole pa tte rn 

1 was changing. The national 
economies o f the d iffe ren t capi­
ta lis t countries had now' b u il t  
up a much greater productive 
capacity than ever before.

| The w hole w orld  m arket was 
expanding, the West European 

I countries were selling more to 
l the p rim a ry  producing countries

, and to each other. In  ad­
d ition  they had b u ilt  up a con­
siderable export trade to the 
U nited States itself, w h ich was 
the most d irect w ay of earning 
dollars.

The prosperity  o f the U nited 
States, too, by increasing de­
mand fo r these m anufacturing  
exports, as w e ll as fo r p rim ary  
p roducts, fits in to  th is overall 
expansion, leaving aside the in ­
fluence o f the recessions (though 
tha t o f 1953-54 was not s ig n ifi­
cant in its external effects com­
pared w ith  that o f 1957-58, and 
even here the effects were d i f ­
ferent from  what had been ex­
pected).

M eanwhile, however, another 
s ign ificant trend was tak ing  
place. The capita l ou tflow  from  
the U nited States so fa r con­
sidered was a governm ent m a t­
te r and i t  gave the U nited 
States no fo rm al p roperty  rights 
in  countries in  w hich it was 
used. B u t as the effects of

Am erican po licy in  renovating  
European capita lism  and m ak­
ing it a going concern once 
again became dear, Am erican 
business capita l, d ir ec t ly  m o ti­
vated by p ro fit expectations, 
found its way to Europe in in ­
creasing amounts.

There was noth ing now in  
this. C apita lism  is a cosmo­
politan system and A m erican 
interests in European indus try  
had been bu ild ing  up du ring  the 
In te r-w ar period. B u t the move­
ment had been checked by the 
w ar and the postwar crisis o f 
European capita lism ; now i t  is 
resumed, under favorable con­
d itions prepared by the policies 
which have been discussed here.

For a few years Am erican 
capita l found vast p ro fitab le  ou t­
lets at home, o r t im id ity  and 
uncerta in ty  prevented i t  from  
seeking h igher yie lds abroad. 

Conclusions based upon th is 
tem porary phenomenon were 

c learly prem ature. The export 
of  capita l by p riva te  firm s has 
been resumed on a considerable 
scale, being cu rre n tly  about 
tw ice as great as governm ent 
economic aid.

The m a jo r fields fo r th is  in ­
vestm ent are found in  L a tin  
America, Canada and Western 
Europe; l it t le  as ye t goes to 
the underdeveloped countries o f 
Asia and A frica .

Investm ents in  the s ix  coun­
tries o f the European Common 
M arket — France, West Ger- 
many. Belgium , Luxem bourg, 
the Netherlands and Ita ly  — 
lave grow n from  $648 m illio n  
in 1950 to $1,760 m illio n  in  1959, 
w ith  Western G erm any and 
France the most favored coun­
tries.

In  the European Free Trade 
Association — the so-ca l l e d  
“ Outer Seven”  countries, inc lud- 
;tig B rita in , Portugal, Denm ark, 
N orway, Sweden, A us tria  and 
Sw itzerland — the investm ent 
is larger, and has grow n from  
$1,056 m illio n  in  1950 to $2,560 
m illion  in 1959. Here the U n i­
ted K ingdom  is by fa r the la rg ­
est investm ent fie ld ; d irect 
American investm ent rose from  
$847 m illio n  in  1950 to $2,058 
m illio n  in  1959.

G iv ing  these figures, the 
French Commercial Counselor 
in W ashington noted th a t A m ­
erican business was draw n to 
these countries by low er wages 
and costs of production as w e ll 
as by th e ir ra p id ly  grow ing m ar­
kets. (Problems Econorr.iques,”  
No. 634, Feb. 23, 1960.)

Tariffs  p lay a big part. W hile  
there is some po rtfo lio  invest­
ment in  fo re ign industry, the 
main developm ent is the estab­
lishm ent o f branch factories 
which can leap ever ta r if f walls, 
as i t  were.

There is a good deal o f jo in t 
enterprise appearing in  recent 
years, especially since the fo rm ­
ation o f the European Common 
M arket.

One way or another the ma­
jo r Am erican firm s arc repre ­
sented in th is investm ent and 
production d rive  in  Western 
Europe: and Am erican indus­
tr ia l influence, already very  
pow erfu l in  some sectors, is 
grow ing.

Easier m onetary conditions 
mean tha t profits can be re ­
patria ted more easily —  and 
th is  encourages investm ent— 
though about h a lf the profits are 
retained fo r new investment, 
together w ith  about the same 
am ount o f new capita l from  the 
States. The figures are as fo l­
lows (in  m illions  o f dollars) fo r 
the Common M arket countries 
on ly:

1950 1959 
Repatriated profits 22 91
Reinvested profits 70 95
Total profits 92 186
New capital invested 56 94
Am erican investm ent covers a 

w ide range o f m anufacturing  in ­
dustry. I t  is especially im por­
tan t in  chemicals, m otor  ve­
hicles and, o f course, petroleum .

(F irs t of Two A rtic les.)

Planning Held Key Issue in Ceylon
On the eve of the March 19 

general election in Ceylon, the 
Lanka Sama Sam ajist (Ceylon 
E qua lity ) party  is pressing v ig ­
orously to w in  a m a jo rity  of 
seats in parliam ent w ith  the ob­
jective  o f fo rm ing  the new gov­
ernm ent, The LSSP, w hich ad­
heres to the ideas of Leon T ro t­
sky, is contesting 101 of the 151 
scats in the new legislature.

In its campaign, the LSSP is 
concentrating m ajor efforts on 
combating the moves of the 
cap ita lis t parties to deepen la n ­
guage and re lig ious antagonisms 
in the country. A t the same tim e 
the Trotskyis ts  are presenting a 
socialist program for coping 
w ith  s w ift ly  ris ing prices, 
m ounting unem ploym ent and an 
acute shortage of schools, hospi­
tals and social services.

The p a rty ’s stand was outlined 
in the March 4 issue of its English-language

 newspaper, Sama- 
| samajist, by N. M. Perera, Leader

 of the Opposition in the last 
parliam ent.

C iting  the LSSP’s tw en ty - 
five-year record, Perera pointed 
out tha t even some of the p a rty ’s 
most b itte r opponents have ac­
know ledged that the LSSP is in ­
co rrup tib le  and tha t i t  alone

among po litica l organizations can 
be trusted to root out b ribe ry  
and corrup tion  from  public life .

He declared tha t the central 
issue in Ceylon is economic de­
velopment, which, he said, re­
quires p lanning based on the 
nationa lization o f the key ex- 
p o rt- im p o rt industries, the large 
p lantations and the banks and 
insurance companies.

A t the same tim e he under­
scored the need fo r w orkers ’ 
democracy.

"No country can plan and 
efficiently carry out the plan 
unless the toilers willingly  
participate in it with the feel­
ing that they themselves are 
its originators. The plan must 
soring from the people. No 
plan that is imposed from 
above can succeed however 
elegant it may look on paper.'* 
W hile  the other parties arc 

seeking to w in  support from  one 
o r another of the language 
groups in the country by 
demagogically appealing to the ir 
supposed “ special interests,”  the 
LSSP is cam paigning in every 
province fo r an integrated Cey­
lonese nation.

“ Can th is  coun try  be devel­
oped on a comm unal basis? U n­

less a ll sections of the people 
w illin g ly  and w holehearted ly 
cooperate we can never jo in t ly  
progress,”  Perera declares.

He adds: “ The LSSP pledges 
not m ere ly fu l l  re lig ious free ­
dom bu t is also prepared to en­
sure tha t re lig ious freedom 
against a ll those who rouse up 
hatred against any pa rticu la r 
fa ith .”

Books by 
Frederic Engels

ENGELS AS M IL IT A R Y  
C R IT IC  — A rtic les  rep rin ted  
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They Favor Clause Four

Do You W in at Russian Roulette?
When the leadership of the A F L-C IO  

U nited Packinghouse W orkers Union re­
cently  settled the 108-day s trike  against 
W ilson &  Co., they agreed to place 4,400 
jobs of  the s trike rs  at the m ercy of an 
a rb itra tio n  board. This was nearly  f our- 
fifth s  of the norm al w o rk  force of 5,500 in 
the seven plants involved.

The a rb itra tion  board was made up 
o f one person designated by the union, 
another chosen by the company, and a 
th ird  chosen by the firs t tw o  arb itra tors. 
Thus the decisive vote rested w ith  one 
person. I f  he happened to vote against the 
s trikers  and in  favo r of the scabs, the union 
w ould have found itse lf in an impossible 
position.

Sooner or la ter, despite the contract 
signed by W ilson w ith  the UPW A, an 
N LR B  election w ould  have been held, and 
the p ro b a b ility  w ould have been tha t the 
strikebreakers w ould vote fo r no union or 
fo r  an “ independent”  ou tfit, the N ational 
Brotherhood of Packinghouse W orkers 
w h ich  was in  cahoots w ith  the company 
du ring  the strike.

A  real fluke saved the A F L-C IO  union. 
B y a tw o  to one vote the a rb itra tion  board 
decided to make the strikebreakers “ per­
manent employees”  together w ith  the 
strikers, bu t to f i l l  job  positions according 
to sen iority , thus g iv ing  the strike rs firs t 
c la im  to th e ir  jobs.

The decisive vote, of course, was cast 
by the th ird  member of the board, Joseph 
S. Perry, a federal judge. I t  tu rned out 
th a t he was once a coal m ine r and carries 
a w ith d ra w a l card from  the U nited M ine 
W orkers Union.

No doubt the leadership of the pack­
inghouse union sighed w ith  re lie f at tha t 
one. And they were en titled  to. The game 
they played was m uch like  tha t reputed 
to be of some popu la rity  among officers of 
the late Czar Nicholas. You put five ca rt­
ridges in  a revo lver, g ive i t  a spin, pu t the 
b a rre l to your head and p u ll the trigger. 
I f  the ham m er fa lls  on the em pty chamber 
you w in  and i t  gives you a w onderfu l feel­
ing  of re lie f.

D id the union leadership have no 
choice bu t to engage in th is  spectacular 
gamble? W hen they agreed to stake the 
4,400 jobs on the squeeze of a trigger, they 
explained to the membership: “ The issue 
was presented to the w orkers as a choice 
between accepting the offer [o f the com­
pany] and p u ttin g  th e ir jobs on the block 
or con tinu ing  the s trike  and losing th e ir 
un ion.”  (F r om an A lb e rt Lea dispatch 
reported in  the Feb. 29 M ilita n t.)

Is it  rea lly  true  tha t the s trike  faced 
certa in defeat and tha t the s itua tion  could 
be saved on ly  by w in n in g  at Russian 
roulette? The facts speak otherwise.

The ranks of the s trike rs  remained 
solid th roughout the struggle. Defections 
were neglig ib le . The s trike rs  were ready 
to wage a ba ttle  w h ich  they could have 
won against the scabs, as the mass picket 
lines at A lb e rt Lea c learly  indicated.

B u t the top union leadership d id not 
m obilize the s trike rs ’ ranks nor ca ll on 
the rest of the union movement to prevent 
the strikebreakers from  entering  the 
plants. In  A lb e rt Lea, a fter  Democratic 
G overnor Freeman in tervened and sent 
in  the N ationa l Guard, the top U PW A 
leaders helplessly waved th e ir hands and 
to ld  the s trike rs  to re fra in  from  fu rth e r 
mass p icketing. Week a fte r week the 
s trike rs  had to stand by as th e ir jobs were 
taken by the ever-grow ing num ber of 
s trikebreakers w h ich  the un ion-hating 
W ilson ou tfit recru ited. Yet they remained 
firm .

I t  was the top union offic ia ldom  who 
caved in under pressure and blandishm ent 
from  the company. They grabbed at W il­
son’s cyn ica l offer to settle the figh t by 
p u ttin g  the a rb itra tio n  pisto l at the heads 
o f 4,400 workers. In  exchange fo r th is  
dubious concession, the top union leaders 
even agreed to abandon the un ion ’s “ D on ’t 
B uy W ilson”  campaign w h ich  had made 
serious inroads on company sales.

How  do the union members feel about 
the “ generalsh ip”  of th e ir  leaders? Has 
th e ir  fa ith  been renewed in  w ha t these 
strategists can accomplish? Have they 
been heartened to ca rry  on the struggle fo r 
unionism  on the job? Or w i l l  they now 
cautiously observe w ha t happens as th is  
same a rb itra tion  board settles the fa te of 
313 union members w h ich  the company 
singled ou t fo r m ilita n cy  during  the strike?

The company wants to fire  them  fo r 
“ ille g a l”  acts du ring  the strike. W hat th is 
means can be gathered from  the fact tha t 
123 of them are A lb e rt Lea strike rs spotted 
by the company fo r th e ir role in  mass 
p icketing.

W ill  the a rb itra tio n  board’s decision 
be as fo rtuna te  fo r  the un ion in  the  cases 
of the 313 as in  the job -sen io rity  issue? We 
hope so. B u t we w ould  say tha t there is 
noth ing commendable about a union lead­
ership tha t ends up in  tha t position. The 
members w ould  do w e ll to look fo r  leaders 
more inc lined  to use the tested methods 
of m ilita n t struggle in  defending the union.

Peter Kerrigan, an adherent of the Socialist Labor League, sells copies of the Harbor 
Workers' Voice, a socialist-minded trade-union paper, to Liverpool longshoremen during 
their early morning break. Recognized among workers like these for their militancy, Kerrigan 
and his comrades in the British Labor party in the Liverpool area are in the forefront of the 
fight to save "Clause Four." (See story below.)

Leftists in British Labor Party 
Fight to Keep Socialist Clause

Defending Korean 'Freedom'
Last week we commented on the find ­

ings of Louis Feldman, nationa l comman­
der of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, on 
the m orale of the A m erican occupation 
troops in  South Korea. As w ith  the troops 
du ring  the shooting w ar in  Korea, he said 
the present crop of G I’s don’t  seem to know 
w h y  they are there and are “ sour”  about 
th e ir  h itch  in  the country.

The recent “ re-e lection”  of d ic ta to r 
Syngman Rhee is ce rta in ly  not calculated 
to “ sweeten”  th e ir  a ttitude . He was re ­
tu rned to the presidency fo r a fo u rth  term  
in  a contest in  w h ich  he had no one ru n ­
n ing against h im , where the people were 
hauled to the polls to vote “ Ja,”  and where 
opponents of the regime were m urdered 
in  cold blood.

P rio r to the election, the opposition 
D em ocratic pa rty , a conservative move­
m ent, protested tha t its election observers 
were unable to register fo r posts as po ll 
watchers. One who tried  was stabbed in  
the back.

Students, w eary of being called out 
to “ dem onstrate”  fo r Rhee, tr ie d  to demon­
strate against demonstrations. Police 
clubbed and shot them  down.

D u rin g  the ba llo ting , supposedly su­
pervised by a U n ited  Nations team, voters 
were led in to  the booths in  groups of

three, accompanied by a governm ent 
w orker.

From  the tow n of Masan, news 
f in a lly  broke through the governm ent- 
contro lled press tha t ten people had been 
k ille d  and 40 in ju re d  on election n igh t 
when several thousand people demon­
strated th e ir pent-up fu ry  at the m ockery 
of “ free ”  elections.

Here in  th is  country, the M arch issue 
of The Voice of Korea, published by the 
Korean A ffa irs  Ins titu te , provides a g rim  
p ic tu re  of the s ituation. The b u lle tin , 
w h ich  supports the moderate policies of 
the Korean Dem ocratic p a rty  reports tha t 
w h ile  “ the Am erican people have been led 
to believe the Rhee regim e is a democratic 
ram part in  the fa r  East,”  the Asian people 
know  d iffe ren tly .

“ Koreans are convinced,”  the b u lle tin  
reports, “ tha t Rhee’s sole a im — w ith  A m er­
ican financia l support — is to perpetuate 
his ru le  th rough his police, m ilita ry  and 
extra -lega l te rro r is t groups w ith  h igh- 
sounding names. H is L ib e ra l P a rty  . . .  is 
no more libe ra l than was H it le r ’s p a rty .”

A re n ’t  the G I’s fu l ly  ju s tified  in  fee l­
ing “ sour”  about acting as the guardians 
of th is fo u l regime? A nd  w ou ldn ’t  i t  be 
a good th in g  fo r them and fo r the op­
pressed Korean people i f  they were re ­
lieved of th is d istastefu l task?

No Thaw for Ehrenburg
I ly a  Ehrenburg, the Soviet w r ite r , re ­

cently  found h im se lf in  an embarrassing 
position at a gathering of students of the 
U n ive rs ity  of Moscow. They asked h im  
fo r his opinion about Boris Pasternak and 
his novel “ Doctor Zhivago”  w h ich  won 
the Nobel prize upon being published 
abroad.

Ehrenburg said he d is liked discussing 
a novel w h ich  his listeners had not had a 
chance to read. Then he praised Pasternak 
as a “ ve ry  great poet.”  To th is  he added 
tha t he finds “ Doctor Zh ivago”  a “ distress­
in g ”  book.

The inc iden t is ins truc tive  fo r w hat i t  
reveals about the in te lle c tua l cu rios ity  of 
Soviet students. This cu rios ity  undoubted­
ly  extends to the p o litica l fie ld where the 
censorship is especially tigh t. The inc ident 
is also in s truc tive  fo r w ha t i t  reveals about 
the position of the a rtis t under K h rush ­
chev. I t  d iffers l i t t le  fro m  w ha t i t  was

under S ta lin  when artis ts  had to pander 
to the paranoiac d icta tor.

To appreciate the bitterness Ehren­
burg m ay have fe lt before these in q u ir in g  
youth, one m ust reca ll tha t in  1954 he pub­
lished a novel “ The T haw ”  w h ich  express­
ed in  a guarded w ay the enormous re lie f 
the Soviet people fe lt over the death of 
the hated S ta lin  and th e ir  hopes fo r a 
re tu rn  to the p ro le ta rian  democracy known 
under Len in  and Trotsky.

Ehrenburg confided to his audience 
tha t he had long ago w r itte n  the second 
and fina l volum e to “ The Thaw .”  This 
news brought a question as to w h y  i t  had 
not been published. A l l  the author could 
say was “ Ask m y publishers.”

One m ust feel p ity  fo r  an a rtis t so 
a fra id  tha t he was unable to make the 
obvious comeback: “ You know  as w e ll as 
I  w ha t happened to the prom ised thaw .”

By W illia m  F. W arde

“ G a itske ll M ust Go, Clause 4 
M ust S tay!”

This headline in the Feb. 27 
issue o f the Newsletter, w eekly 
jou rna l of the Socialist Labor 
League, tersely sums up the 
m ain po litica l issue now d iv id ­
ing the r ig h t w ing  from  the 
le ft in  the B ritish  Labor move­
ment.

Im m edia te ly  a fte r Labor’s de­
feat in  the nationa l elections 
last October, close friends of 
Labor P a rty  leader Hugh G a it­
ske ll launched a campaign to 
e lim inate Clause 4 from  the 
constitu tion. This clause com­
m its the pa rty  to the socialist 
objectives o f pub lic  ownership 
and contro l o f the decisive sec­
tors o f the na tiona l economy. 
The r ig h t-w in g  -forces w an t to 
convert the party  in to  a respect­
able. libera l, pu re ly  re fo rm ist 
electoral machine w ithou t any 
clearly-defined w o rk ing  class or 
socialist character.

Gaitskell shares this aim 
but is obliged to proceed cau­
tiously and deviously in order 
to put over his anti-nationalization

 measures. He began 
by proposing to the Labor 
Party conference at Black­
pool early this year that the 
43-year-old party constitution 
be amended.
These moves to cut the social­

is t heart out of the Labor P arty  
program  have alarm ed the 
ranks and aroused resistance 
th roughout the Labor move­
ment. A t  B lackpool, in  opposi­
tion  to G a itske ll, Barbara 
Castle, re t ir in g  Labor P arty  
chairman, and A neu rin  Bevan, 
its most popular leader, de­
fended the idea th a t Labor 
must re ta in  its  goal o f tak ing  
over “ the comm anding heights 
o f the economy.”

On Jan. 30 H aro ld  Davies, 
Labor M.P. fo r Leek, v igorously 
attacked the r ig h t w ing, declar­
ing  th a t “ the so-called b rig h t 
boys of the Labor P a rty ”  had 
been “ w rong so often in the 
past th a t i t  is not surpris ing  tha t 
the Labor m ovem ent is re ject­
ing th e ir demand fo r a change 
in  the fundam enta l purpose of 
the Labor P a rty .”  Just when 
the Soviet U nion was demon­
s tra ting  the immense advan­
tages o f a nationalized, planned 
economy, he said, i t  was absurd 
to advocate the re moval o f na­
tiona liza tion  from  Labor’s p ro ­
gram.

Week a fte r week The T ribune 
has been ca rry ing  pieces by its 
ed ito r M ichael Foot, artic les by 
its p rinc ipa l contribu tors and 
letters from  its readers center­
ing fire  on G a itske ll’s efforts to 
amend the constitu tion. A t its 
annual m eeting on Jan. 31 the 
V ic to ry  fo r  Socialism group, 
embracing a num ber o f le ft 
M .P.’s and un ion  leaders, con­
demned the attem pts to trans­
fo rm  the Labor P a rty  in to  “ a 
pa rty  o f social re fo rm  attuned 
to the perm anent acceptance of 
the so-called m ixed economy”  
and urged the Labor movem ent 
to re a ffirm  tha t “ the necessary 
regeneration and reconstruc­
tion  o f society can be achieved 
on ly on a Socialist basis.”

Unions on Record
Though m any top union o ff i­

cials side w ith  the r ig h t w ing  in  
the struggle over Clause 4, they 
do not speak fo r the policies of 
the ir ow n organizations. The 
constitu tions o f m any key unions 
contain ru les ca lling  fo r  “ col­
lective ownership, under demo­
cratic  control, o f the means o f 
production, exchange and d is­
tr ib u tio n .”

Included are such big unions 
as the Confederation o f Ship- 
b u i l d i n g  and Engineering 
Unions, the N ational U nion of 
General and M un ic ipa l W ork­
ers, the T ransport and General 
Workers Union (the equivalent

o f the Teamsters U nion), the 
N ationa l U n ion  o f R ailwaym en 
and the Plumbers.

The heated conflic t in  the 
pa rty  boiled over a t the Na­
tiona l Executive m eeting o f the 
Labor P a rty  on Feb. 24. F u r­
the r discussion on proposed 
amendments to the pa rty  con­
s titu tio n  was postponed by the 
nationa l executive u n til its  next 
m eeting on March 16.

M eanw hile T ribune  reports 
tha t G a itske ll has succeeded in 
a rr iv in g  at a compromise w ith  
his opponents on the national 
executive whereby Clause 4 w il l  
rem ain bu t a 12-point declara­
tio n  o f aims w il l  be added to 
the constitu tion  w hich w il l  
in  effect n u ll i fy  it. T ribune  
calls th is projected program 
“ M r. G aitskell's New Testa­
ment.”  1

P o in t 10 o f th is new declara­
tion. the essence o f the re v i­
sion, reads: “ The B ritish  Labor 
P a rty  believes the preceding so­
cia l and economic objectives 
can on ly  be achieved on the 
basis o f a substantia l measure 
o f common ownership in  v a ry ­
ing forms, inc lud ing  not on ly 
state monopolies, but also m u n i­
cipal ownership, consumer co­
operation, ind iv idua l pub lic  en­
terprises, and pub lic  pa rtic ipa ­
tion  in  p riva te  concerns —  the 
exten t o f common ow nership 
and its fo rm  to be decided from  
tim e to  tim e according to the 
circumstances, due regard being 
paid to the v iew  o f the workers 
d ire c tly  concerned.”

The r ig h t w ing  and the cen­
te r elements in  the nationa l 
executive who have buckled 
under th e ir pressure m ay hope 
to pu t over th is  ro tten  com­
promise on the nationa lization 
issue. B u t they w il l  have to 
beat down an ind ignan t and 
alerted ra n k  and file  before 
th e ir maneuver can succeed.

The strength o f the m ounting 
revu ls ion against the r ig h t 
w ing  can be gauged by the ac­
tion  o f G a itske ll’s own consti­
tuency, the South Leeds Labor 
Party , w hich recently  passed a 
resolution fo r more na tiona liza­
tion  and e x p lic it ly  rejected sup­
po rt o f G a itske ll’s po licy by an 
overw he lm ing m a jo rity . The 
Leeds pa rty  has fo r years been 
regarded as one o f the most 
conservative in  the country.

Early this month delegates 
representing 127,000 York­
shire miners rebuffed Gaits - 
kell and their own president 
by enacting a resolution by 
91,750 votes "reaffirming our 
belief in Clause 4."

One com m entator has ap tly  
rem arked tha t in  B rita in  today 
“ the class struggle revolves 
around the clause struggle.”

Socialist Labor League
The members and supporters 

of the Socialist Labor League, 
the revo lu tiona ry  tendency 
w ith in  the Labor P a rty  le ft 
w ing, have been conducting an 
energetic campaign to m obilize 
the w orkers th roughout the 
Labor m ovem ent to save and 
strengthen Clause 4. Its  paper, 
the Newsletter, has pointed out 
tha t the struggle around Clause 
4 is pa rt o f the r ig h t w ing  a t­
tempts to weaken the Labor 
m ovem ent by s tifling  the demo­
cra tic  righ ts  o f the rank  and 
file  in  order to hold back the 
figh t fo r a socialist po licy  both 
in  the p a rty  and the trade 
unions. Thus the banning of 
the N ew sletter and the proscrip­
tion  o f the T ro tskyis ts  w ith in  
the Labor P a rty  has been fo l­
lowed by the attem pts of the 
Trades U nion Congress to tam ­
per w ith  the autonom y o f the 
Com m unist-led E l e c t r i c a l  
Trades Union. A nd now Gaits­
k e ll is, threaten ing to d iscip line 
those Labor M .P.’s who oppose 
his p ro -Tory  stand th a t B rita in  
m ust have its own 
weapons.

The London Assembly of 
Labor held Sunday, March 6 
put the fight against removal 
of Clause 4 at the top of its 
agenda. It  called upon Labor 
Party members, unionists and 
cooperators to buttonhole N a­
tional Executive Committee 
members at their March 16 
meeting which w ill consider 
the amendments.
Sum m ing up the discussion 

around th is issue, B rian  Behan. 
Socialist Labor League cha ir­
man, said tha t “ the struggle 
around Clause 4 was not about 
words, bu t was part o f the s trug­
gle. to b u ild  an a lte rna tive  lead­
ership to reform ism . We aimed 
to w in  the mass o f the mem ber­
ship o f the Labor P a rty  from  
th is re fo rm is t leadership.”

Despite the fu rious w itch -hun t 
mounted by the cap ita lis t press 
and the righ t w ing, and the ex­
pulsion of some of its leaders, the 
Socialist Labor League is digging 
s t i l l  deeper in to  the ranks o f the 
Labor P a rty  and g iv ing  a lead to 
the m ilita n ts  who arc determ ­
ined to safeguard its socialist 
fu ture .

The American 
Way of Life

m ent has taken on fresh mean­
ing fo r R ichard Combs and his 
w ife  G loria  o f Old' Bridge, New 
Jersey.

Four years ago the Combses, 
theft childless, became the fos­
te r parents of an in fan t named 
A lice  Marie. Today they have 
tw o daughters of th e ir own.

A lice  M arie is an unusually 
b righ t ch ild  w ith  an IQ  o f 138. 
Because o f her “ superior endow­
m ent”  and the ir own lim ite d  
cu ltu ra l attainm ents, the New 
Jersey C h ild  W elfare Board re ­
fused to a llow  the Combses to 
become her legal parents.

“ A lice 's superior endowm ent 
requires a w ea lthy  educational 
environm ent and cu ltu ra l pre­
d ilections so that she can p ro fit” 
from  the benefits of her excep­
tiona l inte lligence, said the 
State psychologist.

“ This 3-year-old ch ild  of 
charm and appealing personal­
i ty  has po tentia lities  fo r h igher 
education and should have 
placement where parents and 
fa m ily  group w ould  have high 
c u ltu ra l activ ities  and advan­
tages.”

Combs. 25, is a sheet m etal 
w orker, an apprentice w ith  
three years tra in ing . He makes 
$120 w eekly. In  another year 
when he completes his appren­
ticeship he expects to be earn­
ing $175 a week. H is w ife  G loria, 
26, doesn’t  w o rk  because, she 
says, “ we make it  O K on the 
money and I w an t to be home 
and take care of the kids.”

They Watch TV
T he ir cu ltu ra l level is about 

as high as the Am erican w ay of 
l ife  perm its the average w o rk ­
ing class fa m ily . A  social 
w o rke r investigator came to 
th e ir house once fo r an hour, 
said the Combses, looked around 
and then reported “ we were 
on ly  interested in  TV, allowed 
A lice  to watch i t  a ll day and 
had no books.”

“ We’re no m enta l giants,” 
said Combs,”  but we read, 
we’re not jerks. We belong to 
a book club, we subscribe to 
one fo r  A lice, too, you know  
kids ’ books.

"She asked me if I  went to 
operas and I  said I  didn't and 
told her I  probably never

would, that I  just don't like  
them. But I  don't think it  
makes me a moron."

In  th e ir  appeal to the courts 
against the Board’s decision the 
Combs’ law yer to ld  the judges 
that today i t ’s “ no longer neces­
sary to have shelves o f books in  
a home fo r  cu ltu re .”  He con­
ceded tha t his clients w atch T V  
but declared: “ There are a w ide  
range o f subjects on te levis ion 
and there a re  cu ltu ra l subjects 
i f  you p ick the r ig h t programs.”  

“ Ha.ve you any a u th o r ity  fo r  
that?”  asked one judge qu ie tly .

The Combs received thous­
ands of phone calls and let­
ters, some from as far away as 
London and Paris, they say. 
"rooting for us." The Gover­
nor's office and the Child 
Welfare Board have also been 
flooded with protests.
The acting d irec to r o f the 

Board rem arked: “ People react 
to a s itua tion  such as th is  on 
the basis o f th e ir  in d iv id u a l ex­
periences. In  th is case they 
th in k  in  term s o f how  they 
w ou ld  feel i f  th e ir own ch ild  
was taken away.”

Class Prejudice

This stup id  o ffic ia l m ay n o t 
know  it  b u t so m any people are 
so ind ignan t and offended be­
cause they know  class d iscrim ­
ina tion  when they hear about it.

They cannot he lp  asking: 
“ W hy should A lice  M arie  be 
pu t in  a to ta lly  d iffe ren t cate­
gory than the other ch ild ren  in  
the Combs fam ily?  I f  w o rk in g  
people lik e  them  aren’t  f i t  to  
raise b rig h t ch ildren, w ha t 
about us? A re  the rich  to have 
not on ly  the money bu t a ll the 
in te llig e n t offspring? And, i f  
lis ten ing  to T V  is a m ark o f low  
c u ltu ra l status, then m illions  o f 
Am erican fam ilies are in  the 
same boat.”

*  ♦  ❖

Public  protest was so strong 
tha t the N ew  Jersey G overnor 
in tervened and persuaded the  
Board to reverse its stand. They 
have agreed to le t the Combses 
adopt A lice  M arie. C halk up a 
v ic to ry  fo r  the cause o f the 
common people against class 
prejudice.

— Alex H arte

In Other Lands

Labor Party Leader Quits Post
Hits Gag Rule 
By Gaitskell

Increasing opposition w ith in  
the B ritish  Labor pa rty  to the 
rig h t-w in g  policies o f pa rty  
leader H ugh G aitske ll and to 
his bureaucratic attem pts to 
suppress a ll c ritic ism  o f these 
policies was reflected in  the 
resignation o f R ichard H. S. 
Crossman from  the p a rty ’s 
“ shadow cabinet”  — the group 
w h ich  heads the p a rty ’s pa rlia ­
m entary forces.

V ice-chairm an of the p a rty ’s 
executive com m ittee and slated 
to become its  next chairm an, 
Crossman’s resignation was 
made public M arch 14. He acted 
a fte r G a itske ll to ld  h im  tha t 
he w ould  not to lerate critic ism  
by a mem ber o f the “ shadow 
cabinet.”

Crossman opposes G a itske ll’s 
stand in  favo r o f bu ild ing  up 
B rita in ’s nuclear arm ament, and 
lie  has indicated opposition to 
G a itske ll’s campaign to scrap 
Clause 4 —  w hich  calls fo r 
pub lic  ownership o f a ll basic 
sectors o f the economy —  from  
.lie  p a rty ’s constitu tion. (See 
story th is page.)

G a itske ll o r ig in a lly  moved to 
silence opponents o f his p ro­
cap ita lis t policies by ordering 
the expulsion last year o f the 
Socialist Labor League, a tend­
ency w ith in  the pa rty  tha t has 
been figh ting  fo r the adoption 
o f class-struggle policies.

Since then his attem pts at im ­
posing gag law  have included 
ever la rger sections o f the 
party.

Latin Americans 
Seen Backing Cuba 
In Fight with U.S.

The U n i t e d  States m ust 
“ know  tha t i t  cannot employ 
violence against Cuba”  as i t  did 
against Guatemala, recently de­
clared the M exican newspaper 
La Prensa. Recalling the days, 
tw e n ty  years ago, when Cor­
de ll H u ll, then Secretary of 
State, reacted to the M exican 
revo lu tion  w ith  “ threats, accu­
sations and slanderous insults,”  
La Prensa said, “ L a tin  Am erica 
views w ith  sym pathy the Cuban 
revo lu tion  and Mexico is not 
neutra l. I t  is w ith  Cuba.”

E l D ia rio  de Mexico, another 
nuclear | M exican daily, has also ac- 

I cla im ed the  revo lu tion . “ N ot

FID EL CASTRO

since the days o f Venustiano 
Carranza and Lazaro Cardenas’ 
stand against English and 
A m e r i c a n  im p e ria lism , has 
such an example o f v i r i l i t y  been 
exh ib ited  than by today’s 
Cuban revo lu tionaries.”  Today 
Cuba represents the revo lu tion ­
ary vanguard “ discarded by the 
tire d  M exican revo lu tion . I t  
defends the perspectives and 
progress o f the democratic revo­
lu tio n  in  a ll L a tin  Am erica.”

In  an a rtic le  entitled , “ Reac­
tio n  to U.S.-Cuban D ispute: 
Report from  Four Nations,”  the 
March 13 New Y o rk  Times also 
finds M exican pub lic  op in ion 
fr ie n d ly  to the Cuban re vo lu ­
tion.

The Venezuelan people, too, 
“ seem sym pathetic”  to  Castro. 
M any are inc lined  th a t w ay be­
cause “ he is the popular and 
much adm ired underdog and 
champion o f La tins.”

The Venezuelan governm ent 
has been cool to Cuba in  recent 
months, bu t the press has been 
fr ie n d ly . “ A n  anti-C astro a r­
tic le  w ou ld  be considered ‘reac­
tiona ry .’ ”  M o s t  newspapers 
“ ha rd ly  ever trea t o f re lations 
between Cuba and the U n ited  
States; they trea t ra the r —  and 
enthusiastica lly —  o f the Cuban 
revo lu tion  itse lf.”

The B raz ilian  governm ent, 
most o f the press and “ serious 
pub lic  op in ion deeply deplore 
the con flic t”  between the U. S. 
and Cuba. They accuse Castro 
o f “ endangering . . . the s ta b ility  
o f the w hole in te r-A m erican  
system.”

O n ly  “ Communists and cer­
ta in  student and nationa lis tic  
factions”  support Cuba, says the 
Times. A n d  when Janio Qua- 
dros, a w e ll-kn o w n  moderate 
and an opponent o f President 
K ub itschek in  the fo rthcom ing  
presidentia l race, announced he 
w ould  v is it Cuba next m onth  
as Castro’s guest, newspapers 
denounced i t  as a maneuver to 
“ capture extrem e L e ft-W in g  
votes.”

A rgen tina ’s le ft-w in g  social­
ists and sections o f the Opposi­
tion  People’s Radical p a rty  are 
the on ly  p o lit ica l groups tha t 
id e n tify  themselves w ith  Cuba’s 
cause, says the Times. Peron- 
is t leaders are “ outspokenly 
c r it ic a l”  o f Castro. A rgen tine  
governm ent offic ia ls fea r the 
dispute m ig h t d rive  a wedge 
between the U. S. and a ll L a tin  
Am erican countries.

P ub lic  opinion, “ now  cool 
tow ard  P rem ier Castro w ou ld  
tu rn  in  his fa vo r in  the event 
o f in te rven tion  from  abroad in  
Cuban affa irs.”

Frondizi Launches 
Repressive Moves

President F rond iz i declared 
m a rtia l law  in  A rgen tina  M arch 
15 and arrested hundreds of 
Peronist and union leaders. The 
sweeping measures o f his ad­
m in is tra tio n  make a ll A rgen tine  
residents over tw e lve  years o ld  
subject to  m ilita ry  m ob iliza tion  
and give m ilita ry  courts ju r is ­
d ic tion  over p o lit ica l cases.

F rond iz i ju s tified  these d ic­
ta to ria l decrees on the ground 
o f na tiona l defense against a t­
tem pts to destroy the constitu ­
tiona l Order. H is repressive 
moves indicate th a t his ow n ad­
m in is tra tio n  is he lp ing  th a t 
process along since the decrees 
resemble those in  force du ring  
Peron’s d ictatorship.

F rond iz i is favored by Wash­
ington b u t detested by his own 
people. W orkers are organiz­
ing strikes fo r h igher wages to 
meet the 100 per cent increase 
in  l iv in g  costs over the past 
year. Leaders o f the opposi­
tio n  parties are supported by 
70 per cent o f the voters. Even 
the a rm y is restless.

W ashington and U S . invest­
ors have staked $1,234,000,000 
on F rond iz i over the past tw o  
years. I t  looks lik e  a poor in ­
vestment.

A  Home for Alice Marie
“ Unto every one tha t hath shall be given, and he shall 

have abundance; but from  h im  tha t hath not shall be taken 
away even tha t w hich he hath.”  For the past few  weeks 
this text from the New Testa-*



Finds Trade Dull 
In Slave M arket
Editor:

I  applied for a job that was 
advertised in the morning 
paper. While I sat in the per­
sonnel office, nine people filled 
out applications in 15 minutes. 
By the time I had been waiting 
a half hour 23 people had ap­
plied.

There were young girls from 
school, older women, middle 
aged, and two elderly men. 
Both of the men told me they 
couldn’t live on their pensions 
and to get a job you could live 
on was almost impossible. If  
the job paid any wages “they 
want to work you to death for 
it, if  you can get hired at our 
age.”

Two of the women began to 
fret at the time it takes to get 
interviewed. Most places make 
you w ait from one to two hours 
and that means you can only 
get applications in a couple of 
places a day. One of them said, 
“Oh, yes, wait — but the bills 
go on in the meantime. You 
used to get hired right on the 
spot. Now they tell you they’ll 
let you know in a day or two. 
They give you tests, and the 
questions they ask!”

The other woman said that 
she had only gotten laid oil, but

she was frightened already. 
The two places she had been to 
had lots of people applying for 
jobs. “Must be a lot of people 
out of work. I went to an 
agency and they wanted $137 
for a job paying $70 a week. 
Imagine, you have to work al­
most three weeks just to pay 
for the job, when they get done 
taking out all the taxes and 
stuff.

“This place said they’d pay 
$75 but when you come up for 
the interview they tell you it 
w ill be $60 to start. Even the 
ads in the newspapers for jobs 
are phony these days.”

B. Allen  
New York

Automation Offers 
Hot Seats for A ll
Editor:

I read that for a mere $345, 
executives can get a swivel chair 
health appliance with built-in  
heat and massage units and an 
automatic timer.

I f  all the promises about our 
“affluent society” come true, I 
suppose they’ll be installing 
these soon for assembly-line 
workers.

Or for Negroes at Southern 
lunch counters.

W. F.
Los Angeles

Better Run Tests 
On Next Crop of 
Oregon Cranberries
Editor:

Dr. J. J. Van Gasse, the first 
health official in the country to 
say publicly last fall that cran­
berries were contaminated by a 
weed killer, has quit as Coos 
County, Oregon, health officer.

Dr. Van Gasse said he re­
signed his $14,500-a-year job 
because his actions have been 
restricted and he was unable to 
carry out his duties properly. 
He took office last July.

There was no official confirm­
ation that Dr. Van Gasse’s role 
in the cranberry furor led to 
his resignation, but the- Coos 
County Court, the county’s ad­
ministrative board has indicated 
its displeasure at having such a 
public-minded official on the 
payroll.

In  this area it seems that the 
slogan followed by both Demo­
crats and Republicans is, “What 
is good for the cranberry indus­
try is good for the country.”

Here’s hoping at least one 
health officer can be found in 
Washington to keep ; a double 
watch on Oregon cranberries 
next Thanksgiving season!

Helen Baker 
Seattle

All in the Line of Duty
■ B y H erm an Chauka ■

The practitioners of payola in the broad­
casting industry arc beginning to look like  
small-time operators compared to some federal 
officials, according to current disclosures of 
Congressional investigators.

One man who seems to have done right 
well for himself as a taxpayers’ servant is Earl 
C. Corey who was a supervisor of government- 
owned surplus farm stock from 1956 until he 
resigned under pressure from the Agriculture 
Department Jan. 22.

Under questioning by a Senate Agriculture 
subcommittee March 11, Corey admitted that 
without investing a dime of his own he had 
racked up a profit of $83,250 from a “silent” 
partnership in a company that stores federal 
grain. The company was set up the year he 
went into government service.

He also enjoyed a profit of more than $30,- 
000 on another grain storage firm in which he 
had invested $3,030.

Queried as to how these activities fitted in 
with federal regulations barring conflict of in­
terest, Corey swore under oath that although he 
had served under three Secretaries of Agricul­
ture, he had never heard of such a rule until 
sometime last year.

Explaining his “concealcd” partnership in 
the firm that netted him the $83,250, he said 
that his one-third share in the company was 
financed by a $30,000 “loan” which was made 
available to him without collateral or interest.

Asked if the lenders might have considered 
his agricultural office sufficient collateral, he 
replied philosophically:

‘I gave up a long time ago trying to figure 
out why people do the things they do. I t  is not 
uncommon for friends to loan money.”

The government has been paying more 
than $1 billion a year for the storage of surplus 
grain to such firms as the ones Mr. Corey has 
been hooked up with. His testimony certainly 
confirms how light Secretary of Agriculture 
Benson was when he declared Jan. 15 that Con­
gress “wisely gave the job to private enter­
prise.” A fter all, could Mr. Corey have done as 
well if grain elevators were federally owned?

Meanwhile, in another payola case, Senator 
Proxmire (D-Wis.) called upon the president 
March 11 to withdraw the nomination of James 
Durfee, chairman of the C ivil Aeronautics 
Board, to the United States Court of Claims.

He charged that Durfee had been accepting 
“unusual hospitality” from airlines that had 
cases pending before his agency.

Among such “hospitalities,” he listed a 
golfing trip to North Carolina as the guest of 
Flying Tiger Line and of National Airlines, a 
four-day trip to Mexico City as the guest of 
Eastern Airlines, and a four-day trip to Rome 
as the guest of Trans World Airlines.

Mr. Durfee said that these trips were all 
part of his official duty to promote aviation.

His reasoning almost matches that of John 
Doerfer who resigned March. 10 as chairman of 
the Federal Communications Commission. Doer- 
fer had been under fire for a number of years for 
accepting “hospitality” from broadcasters. His 
resignation was precipitated by the disclosure 
that he had recently accepted a free plane trip 
to Florida and a six-day vacation on a luxury 
yacht from George B. Storer, a radio and T V  
magnate.

Doerfer vigorously denied this constituted 
payola. It  was, he explained, “a social engage­
ment.”

Notes in the News
HE'S GOT TH E PROBLEM  L IC K E D —

New York's Governor Rockefeller has charged 
that the movie, “On the Beach,” is harmful to 
national morale. He said the film, which de­
picts the slow extinction of mankind in the 
wake of a nuclear war, left people with the 
feeling there is “nothing we can do.” Rocke­
feller has energetically been promoting a cam­
paign to install a bomb shelter in every home 
and wants legislation to make this mandatory. 
So far, however, few New Yorkers have dis­
played enthusiasm for the billionaire gov­
ernor’s shelter plan.

•  •  •

G IV E  EVERYBO DY A CHANCE — The
attorney general of Nevada ruled March 11 that 
the State Gambling Commission cannot bar 
licensed gamblers from discriminating against 
Negroes.

*  » »

WE M A Y H A VE TO EAT GRASS, IN ­
STEAD — A  new law bringing  chemical  addi­
tives under the Federal Food, Drug and Cos­
metics Act went into effect March 6. I t  took 
eight years to draft and is supposed to guar­
antee that flavoring compounds, nutrients and 
preservatives are safe. But the report from 
Washington is that “confusion and controversy” 
reign over which chemicals come under the 
new law. Of about a thousand chemicals now 
being used, only six have definitely been classi­
fied as falling under federal control. Five  
hundred have already been exempted as 
“GRAS.” That’s the classification which is 
causing the current confusion and controversy. 
The word is federal jargon for “generally 
recognized as safe.” Most additive manufac­
turers arc expected to insist that their par­
ticular chemical is “GRAS” and therefore not 
subject to federal regulation.

•  •  *

BUYER BEWARE — Thousands of New 
Yorkers have been swindled by an outfit sell­
ing a device which supposedly turns ordinary 
house wiring into a “super-power” television 
antenna. Called “Radarex-Tenna,” the device 
plugs into a wall socket. State Attorney Gen­
eral Lefkowitz warns that the gadget is less 
effective than an ordinary “rabbit car” antenna 
and that a defective unit can be dangerous. 
The regular model has been selling for $3.98 
and a “special duotronic plus” job has been 
going for $4.98.

*  •  *

TOO M A N Y  A D D IT IVES? — A St. Louis 
firm has adopted the skull and cross-bones and 
the words “Palace of Poison” as a trade-mark 
for its frozen vegetables and baked goods.

* # *
B R IT IS H  TEST C O NTRACEPTIVE P ILLS

—The British government is going ahead with

tests of two new contraceptive pills despite a 
bitter attack by the Catholic Church. A group 
of married women volunteered for the testing 
of an American pill and a newly developed 
British one, both of which are taken like 
aspirin. The Catholic bishop of Nottingham  
branded the pills an “attack on the sanctity of 
marriage." He said “the church does not demand 
that parents should have the largest families 
possible,” but there should be no “artificial” 
restriction of birth. Official dogma views 
abstinence alone as natural.

• • •
HOW  CRAZY CAN YOU GET D EPA RT­

M EN T — The Westchester County, N. Y„ 
American Legion has demanded that Congress 
investigate “Left-wing leaders in the mental 
health field.” A legion spokesman said his 
outfit was not completely opposed to mental-health

 programs but was concerned that it 
might lead to “a remaking of the beliefs and 
loyalties” of Americans.

* • »
CONCESSION TO BABY SITTERS — The

New York Senate last week voted unanimously 
to exempt parents from paying state income 
taxes on their children’s earnings as baby­
sitters, snow shovellers, etc. The lower house 
is expected to concur in the measure next 
week. Public indignation erupted when the 
stale tax department reminded residents of the 
"baby-sitting” clause which, they said, had 
been ignored by almost all taxpayers.

•  *  •

IS TV  SUBVERSIVE? — In a letter to the 
Dallas Evening News, Ruby M iller of Fort 
Worth, Texas, complains that “Television 
viewers have recently been subjected to a 
barrage of old World W ar I I  pictures designed 
to turn public sentiment against the then 
enemy, Germany. Today Germany is not our 
enemy but one of the strongest anti-Communist 
forces in the world. We are at war today, not 
with Germany, but with international Com­
munism guided by Communist Russia. This 
attempt to divert attention from the present 
enemy could not serve the best interests of 
anyone but the enemy.”

• • ♦
SELF-SERVICE A T THE SUPERM ARKET

— Each year supermarkets lose an estimated 
$100 million in thefts by employees. “Customer
pilferage is penny ante compared to what is
taken by trusted employees,” says Norman 
Jaspen, president of a New York management 
consultant firm. And, he adds, more than 62 per 
cent of the thefts uncovered by his staff were 
“traced to employees on the supervisory and 
executive level.” For example, the enterprising 
manager of a West; Coast market, installed his 
own checkout, cash register in addition to those 
provided by the company.
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Rob’t Williams 
Arrested for 
“Trespassing”

Robert F. W illiam s, president 
of the U nion C ounty N AAC P 
branch, has been arrested on 
charges o f trespassing because 
of sit-downs at “ w h ite -o n ly ” 
lunch counters in  Monroe, 
N o rth  Carolina. This c ity  is 
where Negroes several years 
ago form ed an armed defense 
guard against ra ids by the Ku 
K lu x  K lan. I t  was also the 
scene of the “ C arolina K issing 
Case”  w here in  tw o Negro boys, 
e ight and nine years old, were 
sent to re fo rm  school because 
one had been kissed by a 
seven-year-old w h ite  g irl.

W illiam s ’ arrest came on 
March 11,. when fo r the th ird  
tim e in  as many weeks he led 
Negro students in to  dow ntow n 
drugstores. The other lunch- 
counter demonstrators were un­
molested.

W illiam s was released on bail 
and his case has been continued 
t i l l  March 21. His case affords 
a perfect test o f the trespass 
law  —  u n like  so m any other 
cases i t  is not complicated by 
add itiona l charges.

No violence was threatened 
by the large crowd o f whites 
and police, who as on other oc­
casions, gathered in  and about 
the store. Indeed, a young 
w h ite  couple a lready at the 
counter to ld  the c le rk  tha t they 1 
had no objection to the Negroes 
being served. A no ther w h ite  
man voiced his sym pathy w ith  
the sit-downers.

O n ly  one ind iv idua l, who 
rents his p roperty  to the K K K  
fo r its ra llies, was heard to 
agitate against the Negroes.

H is statements tha t “ tha t n ig ­
ger is due to be k ille d ”  were 
challenged by a Negro b y ­
stander who promised Monroe 
Negroes w ould defend them ­
selves. That evening W illiam s 
received another death threat 
on the phone.

Six Long Years Ago

Brooklyn Store 
Loses Dimes

BRO OKLYN, N. Y„ March 12 
—The big Woolworth store on 
downtown Fulton Street paid 
with a good part of its profits 
today for the company’s racist 
policies in the South.

The store was jammed to ca­
pacity at 2 p.m. when more 
than 50 demonstrators, includ­
ing a contingent from Local 485, 
International Union of Electri­
cal Workers, set up a picket line 
out front. In  short time busi­
ness dropped to the point where 
almost, a dozen clerks had noth­
ing to do but stand in the door­
ways watching the pickets.

The demonstration was called 
by the Brooklyn NAACP Labor 
and Industry Committee. In  ad­
dition to the IUE, representa­
tives of the Congress of Racial 
Equality, the Brooklyn Labor 
Educational League and a local 
p a r e n t s ’ school integration 
group participated. A number 
of students from Long Island 
College also turned out.

One picket was kicked in the 
shins by a sales supervisor. She 
had said “lousy,” when he 
asked how business was. She 
got irritated when he replied, 
“That's good.”

Spottswood Bolling and his mother, of Washington, D.C., 
smiled happily on May 17, 1954, when the Supreme Court 
ruled against school segregation. He had been a plaintiff in 
one of the desegregation suits. But after six long years of less 
than snail’s pace implementation. Southern Negroes have 
decided to win their rights by organized mass actions.

. . . Negro Students
( Continued from  Page 1)

ter staged simultaneous sit- 
downs on March 15 in about a 
dozen eating places. Seventy- 
seven were jailed under three 
charges including violation of 
a new trespass law providing 
sentences of a year and a half 
and $1,000 fine. The next day 
Georgia experienced its second 
demonstration in S a v a n n a h  
where sit-downs occurred at. 
seven lunch counters; three stu­
dents were arrested.

Mississippi Next?

The spread of the sit-downs 
to Arkansas and Georgia means 
that every Southern state ex­
cept Mississippi has been af­
fected. That the rulers of that 
most notoriously a n t i - N e g r o  
state expect demonstrations is 
attested by the legislature’s 
rushing through of a harsh 
anti-trespass law. Five stu­
dents from Philander Smith 
College in L ittle  Rock are be­
ing held for trial following the 
March 10 sit-downs in that city.

In  San Antonio, Texas, six 
dime stores and a city-wide 
chain of drug stores, faced with 
an ultimatum by Negroes that 
sit-downs would begin March 
17, desegregated their lunch 
counters the day before. In 
Nashville, Tennessee, Negroes 
were served for the first time 
at a bus station lunch counter 
where students two weeks be­
fore had been arrested for sit­
ting down.

Many of the approximately 
150 students arrested in that 
city refused to pay fines and 
are serving 35-day sentences. 
Under armed guards they arc 
being used to collect garbage 
and do similar tasks on the 
city's streets. A bi-racial com­
mittee appointed by the mayor 
has been holding discussions of 
the situation in Nashville.

Negro students have already 
told this committee they will

not accept a "compromise" 
proposal by which any section 
of a lunch counter would re­
main segregated.
Addressing 600 students in a 

Montgomery church March 8, 
after police had invaded the 
Alabama State campus to stop 
a meeting and arrest 36 partici­
pants, Bernard Lee, expelled as 
a “ringleader,” urged Negroes 
to be ready to be jailed or even 
killed in their “fight for free­
dom,” to form a “united front 
against guns, clubs, and tear 
gas.” “By Friday.” he said, 
“the North w ill respond. They 
w ill be 100% with you. as they 
were during the civil war.”

They Visited 
Fifth Avenue

NEW YORK, March 1C — 
Twenty-one tenants from five 
East Harlem slum buildings 
staged a picket line this after­
noon in front of the luxurious 
apartment building on swank 
lower Fifth Avenue where their 
landlord, Murray Shelton, lives.

More than 300 violations have 
been charged against the five 
buildings and the tenants have 
suffered a lack of heat. Shelton 
was fined once and then given 
a suspended sentence for this, 
but there still is no heat.

One Fifth Avenue resident 
complained that the neighbor­
hood shouldn’t be “disturbed by 
these rabble rousers.” A  young 
woman retorted: “I f  you lived 
in a slum tenement for one 
week, you’d change your point 
of view.”

Academic Freedom
The New York Board of High­

er Education has ruled that the 
presidents of the city colleges 
may remove students from cam­
pus publications for printing 
“offensive” material.

. . . Reutherites Seek Purge
(Continued fron t Page 1)

Reutherite officials whose re- 
election was contested at the 
convention. His opponent was 
Clifford P ilkey, former presi­
dent of the large GM local at 
Oshawa, Ontario. Burt was re­
elected by a vote of 343 to 202 
— much too close for comfort.

P ilkey drew his main sup­
port in the election from the 
large Ford, GM  and Chrysler 
locals in Canada. Siren claims 
that after the convention, 
Burt called the UAW  staff 
representatives together and 
ordered them to use their in ­
fluence to elect pro-adminis­
tration slates in the auto lo­
cals. When Siren balked, the 
"treason" c h a r g e s  were 
brought against him and 
other members.
Long considered Burt’s right- 

hand man, Paul Siren had been 
a UAW  staff member for seven­
teen years. During the 1947 
purge, following the victory of 
the Reuther forces, it is re­
ported that Burt had intervened 
to keep Siren on the payroll. 
Although regarded as a “left­
winger” the Jan. 16 Globe and 
M ail reports that Burt had 
“vouched for his future politi­
cal respectability.”

The same paper characterizes 
Siren as “a skilled negotiator and 
one of the ablest union officers 
in the Toronto area.” Obviously 
these qualifications were not 
deemed sufficient to offset the 
charge of “disloyalty” to the 
R euther machine. The Globs

and M ail stales:
“It  is understood that Mr. 

Siren submitted his resignation 
effective Feb. 1, after he had 
been placed under pressure to 
reaffirm his loyalty to the ad­
ministration and to give an un­
dertaking that lie had no part, 
in any anti-administration ac­
tivities.”

Charges were brought and 
Siren was summarily dismissed 
from office after his voluntary 
resignation was already in the 
hands of director Burt. The 
Reutherites seized upon the 
charges as a pretext to launch a 
witch hunt against the anti-ad­
ministration opposition in Can­
ada. The charges arc of the 
flimsiest, kind and reek of the 
witch-hunting technique per­
fected by Joseph McCarthy 
with all of the trimmings up to 
and including the fam iliar ac­
cusation of “treason.”

Siren is charged with having 
attended a meeting in 1956 in­
itiated by Communist Party of­
ficials to discuss strategy in the 
strike. Siren does not deny at­
tending a meeting in 1956 but. 
says it was at the invitation of 
of some union committee men. 
lie  denies “collaborating” with 
any “communists.” Whether he 
did or not, of what does the 
“treason” consist? Was there 
any decision to betray the 
union and sell out the strike? 
There is no such charge.

The charge rests on the accu­
sation that there was a “discus­
sion” of strike strategy! The 
fact is that the conduct of the

strike and negotiations were 
lodged in the hands of the top 
brass. Reporting the strike 
settlement, the March 1956 is­
sue of The Workers Vanguard, 
published in Toronto, states: 

"This was a negotiator's 
strike — it was handled from  
on top. Union ranks were
scarcely involved in it, even 
informed of its progress. It  
was argued out in hotel rooms 
with UAW  national and inter­
national representatives suc­
cessfully pushing into the 
background the anti-adminis­
tration leadership of the mas­
sive Oshawa local."
Was the Oshawa local guilty 

of “treason” because it opposed 
the administration? On the con­
trary, at the 1957 UAW  conven­
tion Emil Mazey, replying to a 
speech by Clifford P ilkey, then 
financial secretary of Oshawa 
Local 222, said: “I don’t want 
to quarrel with the fact that 
Local 222 is a good Local — it 
is.”

The real “crime” is opposi­
tion to the Reuther machine. 
This fact has clearly emerged 
from the so-called investigation. 
I t  is intended to smear and 
crucify the opposition and in 
carrying through this dirty as­
signment, any stick w ill do.

Serving on the U A W ’s “un- 
American” committee in addi­
tion to Emil Mazey are the fol­
lowing: International vice-presi­
dents Norman Matthews and 
Leonard Woodcock and execu­
tive board members Kenneth 
Robinson -and Robert Johnston.

UAW Votes Strike 
At South Gate Plant
Oldsm obile - Pontiac Assembly 
P lan t at South Gate, in  protest 
over unbearable speed-up con­
ditions. The vote by secret b a l­
lo t was 938 fo r s tr ike  to 148 
against.

When the p lan t reopened on 
December 9, upon te rm ina tion  
o f the steel s trike , management 
began an a ll-o u t d rive  to regain 
lost production by pushing the 
speed-up beyond hum an en­
durance. The grievance p ro ­
cedure was ignored, manage­
m ent thum bed its nose at the 
s h o p  grievance committee, 
members who filed grievances 
were harassed and vic tim ized 
by “ d isc ip lina ry ”  layoffs, w o rk ­
ing conditions became unbear­
able.

A  special b u lle tin  issued by 
the executive board of Local 
216 gives a v iv id  description of 
conditions in  the p lan t:

“ Speed-up, like  a creeping 
plague, has reached such p ro ­
portions tha t no employee nor 
classification has been le ft un ­
touched. S k illed  tradesmen can 
be seen runn ing  at top speed 
th ru  the p lan t any day, or 
sweating th ru  a jack hammer as­
signm ent alone. Inspector s run 
from  job  to job  b u t can’t  ever 
qu ite  get ou t o f the ‘hole’ ; and 
the d a ily  rou tine  o f the oper­
ators bucking the line  at 62 
jobs per hour is p la in  he ll.”

Unable to get any satisfaction 
from  management the Local 216 
executive called a special m em ­
bership m eeting to hear a re ­
po rt from  the barga in ing com­
m ittee. The meeting, held on 
February 25, was w e ll attended 
w ith  some 500 members pres­
ent. A fte r hearing and discuss­
ing the repo rt i t  was obvious 
that, the m em bership w ould  
have to take action or th row  in 
the towel. W ith  only one d is­
senting vote the membership 
decided to call a special meeting 
on March 3 to take a s tr ike  vote.

Management was p r e t t y  
cocky because a few  weeks 
ea rlie r a s tr ike  vote at the Van 
Nuys p lan t o f GM C hevrolet 
Local 645 fa iled to ca rry  by the 
requisite tw o -th irds  m a jo rity . 
They thought they- -had the 
members o f Local 216 su ffi­
c ien tly  cowed and brow-beaten 
to defeat the s tr ike  vote at 
South Gate. The resu lt must 
have come as a severe jo lt  when 
the 938 to 148 vote was an­
nounced.

The vote confirm ed the pre­
d ic tion  made by the Local 216 
executive board in  a bu lle tin  
published p rio r to the s tr ike  
vote meeting, w hich said: “ They 
[m anagem ent! are counting on 
an unconcerned and ind iffe ren t 
membership, plus lack o f sup­
port by the In te rna tiona l Union, 
to a llow  them  to continue th e ir 
sweatshop practices w ith o u t in ­
te rrup tion . We have news fo r 
them. The tem per of the mem­
b e r s h i p  at last Thursday’s 
[Feb. 25] meeting, was con­
v inc ing  evidence tha t the rank  
and file  is a t the l im it o f the ir 
endurance. They arc demand­
ing tha t proper action be taken 
correcting the lousy shop con­
d itions.”

A fte r  a representative o f the 
In te rna tiona l U nion from  De­
tro it  came to South Gate and 
investigated the conditions at 
the p la n t he recommended tha t 
the required five days notice be 
served on the corporation.

The members o f Local 216 arc 
determ ined to curb the exces­
sive speed-up, compel manage­
m ent to abandon its arrogant 
disregard o f the shop grievance 
com m ittee and establish safe­
guards against the gross v io la ­
tions o f every human consider­
ation due to management's 
greed fo r sweating more profits 
out o f the blood and bones of 
the auto workers.

I f  Local 216 gets the k ind of 
support from  the In te rna tiona l 
tha t i t  deserves in  th is figh t the 
union can go a long w ay tow ard 
establishing decent w o rk ing  
conditions at the South Gate 
p lant.

...N.Y. Students
(C o n tin ued  fro m  Pa&c 1) 

tegration. The com m ittee includes
 representatives of 

campus organizations and stu­
dent governm ents at C ity  C ol­
lege, H un te r and B rook lyn  C ol­
lege, New Y o rk  U n ive rs ity  and 
C olum bia U n ive rs ity . H i g h  
school youth are also pa rtic ip a t­
ing — they made up almost h a lf 
o f yesterday’s pickets.

Enthusiastic in  th e ir sup­
port of the Southern equal-rights

 fighters, the students 
were b itte r ly  resentfu l of 
M ayor Wagner's cops who did 
the ir best to cut down the e f­
fectiveness of the p icke ting  
by confin ing the demonstra­
tors w ith in  barricades that 
kept them  from  the store en­
trances.

A fte r  p icke ting  from  noon 
u n til fo u r o’clock, the students 
marched to nearby C om m unity  
Church where they mapped plans 
fo r extending the boycott ac­
tion.

A t the meeting Monroe 
Wasch, a CCNY student, re ­
ported th a t the com m ittee had 
voted to support the M ay 17 
ra lly  here called by the Com­
m ittee to Defend M a rtin  L u th e r 
K ing , Jr. (See ed ito ria l page 1.) 
He also announced tha t A. 
P h ilip  Randolph, chairm an o f 
the com m ittee fo r K ing , had 
endorsed the Y outh Com m ittee 
fo r In tegra tion  as the body to 
ra lly  youth  support fo r the M ay 
17 demonstration.

Fred Mazelis, who sparked 
the in it ia l action by CCNY 
students w hich led to fo rm a ­
tion  of the youth organization, 
to ld  the ra lly , "O u r action at 
W oolw orth 's cannot stop here. 
We must w o rk  tow ard  s im u l­
taneous p icket lines at Wool- 
w o rth  stores th roughout the 
country M ay 17."

His announcement th a t an­
other p icke t line  w ould be held 
Saturday, March 19 from  11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. was greeted w ith  
vigorous applause. A fte r  the 
ra lly  ended the en tire  body 
marched back to W oo lw orth ’s 
fo r another hour o f p icketing.

You Don’t  Like Spinach?
In  the fiscal year ending June 

30, 1959, the federal government 
seized a total of four million 
pounds of frozen spinach con­
taining excessive residues of 
DDT.

Calendar 
Of Events

NEW  YORK
Is Marxist Theory valid for the 

U.S. today? Hear the noted econ­
omist, Dr. Otto Nathan, speak on 
"Karl Marx and Contemporary 
American Capitalism." Discus­
sion period. Friday, March 25, 
8:30 p.m. M ilitant Labor Forum, 
116 University Place. Contribu­
tion 50 cents.

•
BROOKLYN

Hear CONRAD LYN N , noted 
civil-rights attorney, tell about 
the Southern student sit-ins: 
“The Struggle for Negro Equal­
ity.” Wednesday, March 30, 8 
p.m., 228 Ashland Place, Brook­
lyn. (Near Fulton & D ekalb .) 
Auspices: L a b o r  Educational 
League. Contribution 50 cents. 

•
LOS ANGELES

“A SO C IA LIST LOOKS A T  
C A P ITA L  PU N ISH M EN T: THE  
CASE OF C AR YL CHESS­
M A N .” Hear Della Rossa, Cor­
respondent for the M ilitant. F ri­
day, March 25, 8:15 p.m. al. 
Forum Hall 1702 E. Fourth St. 
Questions, Discussion, Refresh­
ments. Contribution 75 cents. 
Students and Unemployed 35 
cents. Ausp.: M IL IT A N T  L A ­
BOR FORUM.

BOSTON
Boston Labor Forum , 295 H un tin g ­

ton Ave., Room 200.
C HICAGO  

Socialist W orker»  P a rty , 777 W . 
Adams, D E  2-9736.

C L E V E L A N D  
Socialist W orkers P a rty  10609 Su­

perior Aye., Room 301, S W  1-1818. 
Open Thursday nights 8 to 10. 

D E T R O IT  
Eugene V . Debs H all, 3737 Woodward

. TEm ple 1-6135.
LOS A NG ELES  

Forum  H all and Modern Book Shop. 
1702 E. 4th St. AN  9-1953 or W E  5- 
9238.

M IL W A U K E E  
150 East Juneau Ave.

M IN N E A P O L IS
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a rty . Box 5520. 

L ake  S tre e t S ta tio n , M inneapo lis . M inn :

N E W A R K  
Newa rk Labor Forum , Box 361, 

N ew ark, N. .1.
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M ilita n t Labor Forum , 116 University
 Place, A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P.O. Box 341, Berkeley 1, C alif.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M ilita n t Labor Forum and Socialist 

W orkers P arty , 1303 W . G irard  A ve. 
Lectures and discussion* every Saturday

, 8 P .M ., followed by open house . 
Call PO 3*5820.

SAN FRANCISCO  
The M ilita n t, 1145 Polk S t., R m . 4. 

Sat. 11 A .M . to 3 P .M . Phone PR 6 -  
7296; if  no answer, V A  4 -2321.

S E A T T L E  
1412— 18th Avenue, E A  2 -5564 . L i­

b rary , bookstore.
ST. LO U IS  

For in form ation phone M O  4-719-t,

LOS AN G ELES, M arch 10 — B y an overw helm ing 
m a jo rity , the membership of U nited Autom ob ile  W orkers 
Local 216, has voted to s trike  the General M otors Bu ick-


