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Chessman’s 
Fate Up to 
Legislators

Governor Claims 
He Is 'Powerless'

LOS ANG ELES. March 2 — 
The fate of C aryl Chessman is 
now in the hands of the C a li­
fo rn ia  legislature w hich meets 
today. ’ I f  it  fa ils to act, the con- 
v ic t-au tho r who won a 60-day 
reprieve from  Gov. B row n, w il l  
go to the gas chamber. B row n is 
slated to ask tlie  leg islature to ­
day to consider abolishing the 
death penally. B u t he has made 
clear that he w il l  not make a 
serious fight on the issue, even 
though he claims he is opposed 
to capita l punishment.

The governor gave Chessman 
his b rie f new lease on life  a fte r 
the State D epartm ent asked fo r 
a concession to an aroused w orld  
opinion. B u t last week B row n 
declared he w ould do noth ing 
fu rth e r to save Chessman’s life  
even though due process of law  
was denied in his k idnapping 
conviction.

“ I f  the leg is la ture doesn’t act, 
I am powerless to do anyth ing  
except in ex trao rd ina ry  c ircum ­
stances, ”  the Democratic gov­
ernor asserted. He added tha t 
he could not conceive of any 
fu r th e r ex trao rd ina ry  c ircum ­
stances.

Yesterday B io w n  told news­
men lie was “ pessim istic”  about 
the leg is la ture acting th is ses­
sion on an anti-cap ita l-pun ish- 
m ent b ill. He has even refused 
to declare w hat specific form  of 
legislation he favors, leaving 
the door w ide  open fo r the la w ­
makers to duck the issue.

M eanwhile, the movement to 
save Chessman and to w in  
abo lition  of the death penalty is 
continuing. In  a statement to the 
M ilita n t correspondent here, the 
veteran c iv il- lib e rtie s  attorney, 
Leo Gallagher, urged, renewed 
efforts on th is score.

“ There arc tw o types of jus­
tice, ”  he declared. “ One fo r the 
rich  and one fo r the poor. I 
know of no rich  man who has 
ever been executed. The only 
th ing  of im portance in th is  pe­
riod of the decay of capita lism  
is a man’s bank ’ account. ”

Students in Toronto stage picket-line demonstration in 
front of French consulate Feb. 12 to protest De Gaulle's

alomic-bomb tests in the Sahara. They called for a halt to 
Canadian and N ATO  support of De Gaulle's dictatorial regime.

Council Vows 
Highlander Will 
Be Kept Alive

M O NTEAG LE, Tenn. —  Com­
plete confidence in H igh lander 
Fo lk School, its  adm in istra tion  
and program, as w e ll as a firm  
determ ination to continue the 
program  was expressed by the 
members of the school’s execu­
tive  council a t a m eeting here 
last week.

The council met to consider 
w ha t action should be taken in 
lig h t of JudgeC ha t t in ’s decision 
find ing H igh lander g u ilty  of v io ­
lating. the Tennessee code fo r ­
b idd ing  integrated classes in 
p riva te  schools. Myles Horton, 
d irector of the school, said: 
“ H igh lander w il l  not die. This 
program of democratic educa­
tion wdll be continued regardless 
o f where we operate or w hat is 
done to us. ”

Too Many Babies?

How W ar on Babies 
Began in 1798
- - - - -  By Joseph Hansen .......  * ...........

Fifth in a series of articles.

Wc do not seem to have made much headway in the 
antibaby campaign. The experts have succeeded on ly in 
dem onstrating tha t they know  of no means w hich in  
practice w il l  low er the b ir th  rate su ffic ien tly  to save our 
p lanet from  being overwhelm ed by humans w ith in  two 
thousand years. Doomed to less than standing room —• that 
seems to be our fate.

About a ll we have discovered is tha t prom inent capi­
ta lis t au thorities on population favor keeping women 
in fe r t ile  by s te riliz ing  th e ir  husbands on a mass scale — in 
poverty-stricken  countries, tha t is, not rich  ones, at least 
fo r the present. We have discovered, too, tha t some of them 
take a racist a ttitude. I f  there m ust be babies, they prefer 
w h ite  to colored ones. Some display class bias, holding 
to the innate supe rio rity  of those born to w ealth ; and 
most of them th in k  the production of great masses of 
human beings leads to po litica l unrest, revo lu tion  and an 
eventual w o rld -w ide  com m unist v ic to ry .

Before passing 011, sadder and not much wiser, i t  m igh t 
be w e ll to pay a call on the au tho rity  whom  so many 
population experts tip  th e ir  hats to, the Rev. Thomas 
Robert M althus (1766-1834). I t  could be (hat the neo- 
Malthusians are not doing justice  to-the ir p rophet’s theories. 
L e t’s check a sample statement from  the orig ina l:

"The cause to which I allude, is the constant tendency In  
all animated life to increase beyond the nourishment prepared 
for it. . .

" It may safely be pronounced, therefore, that popula­
tion, when unchecked, goes on doubling itself every twenty- 
five years, or increases in a geometrical ratio. . .

" It may be fairly pronounced, therefore, thai, considering 
the present average stale of the earth, the means of subsis­
tence, under circumstances the most’ favourable to human 
industry, could not possibly be made to increase taster than 
in an arithmetical ratio.

"The necessary effects of these two different rates of 
increase, when brought together, w ill be very striking. . .

"Taking the whole earth, instead of this island, emigration 
would, of course, be excluded; and, supposing the present 
population equal to a thousand millions, the human species 
would increase as the numbers 1, 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, 64, 128, 256; 
and subsistence as 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. In  two centuries the 
population would be to the means of subsistence as 256 to 9; 
in three centuries as 4, 096 to 13, and in two thousand years 
the difference would be almost incalculable. "

Sound modern? Even u ltra  modern? You m ight, of 
course, take an opposite v iew  w ith  some jus tifica tion  — our 
atomic-age editors seem to be push-overs fo r  anyth ing  in  

(Continued on Page 3)

The Bitter Lessons 
Of the Wilson Defeat

By Tom K e rry

The labor movem ent suffered 
a tragic defeat last week when 
the top leadership of the A F L - 
CIO U n i t e d  Packinghouse 
W orkers jam m ed through an 
agreement, te rm ina ting  the 108- 
day w a lko u t o f 5, 000 members 
at s ix W ilson &  Co. plants, 
w hich called fo r a rb itra tio n  of 
the key issue: Do the strikers 
get th e ir jobs back or w i l l  the 
scabs im ported to break ' the 
s trike  be retained?

I t  is estimated th a t o f 1, 100 
workers who s truck the A lb e rt 
Lea, M inn., p lan t on Nov. 3 less 
than 50 were returned to the 
job  when the. s trjke  was called 
off. A pp rox im a te ly  900 scabs 
h ired d u r in g . the course of the 
s trike  remained.

It  was a tragic defeat be­
cause an important strike was 
lost that could have been 
won; because a large number 
of union militants were vic­
timized; and because a mag­
nificent display of rank-and- 
file courage, union solidarity 
and fighting spirit was sys­
tematically corroded by a 
cowardly leadership pursuing 
a false policy to inexorable 
demoralization and defeat.

A nd the end is not yet! To 
subm it to a rb itra tio n  a funda­
m ental p rinc ip le  tha t perm its of 
no compromise is a gross be­
traya l of the interests of labor. 
The union movement can pay 
dearly fo r such a precedent.

Hunger Striker 
Is Force Fed

A young Negro woman, E10- 
seanna Robinson o f Chicago, 
w ent on a hunger s tr ike  Jan. 26 
when she was ja iled  fo r non­
paym ent o f federal income taxes. 
A pacifist, she has refused to pay 
income taxes because the money 
is spent p rim a rily  fo r w ar p u r­
poses.

Miss Robinson, who was car­
ried bod ily  in to  court a fte r re ­
fusing to co-opcratc w ith  the 
authorities in any way, was sen­
tenced to a year and a day on 
charges o f crim ina l contempt.

D uring  the early part o f her 
im prisonm ent she was held in 
Cook C ounty ja il in  Chicago. A u ­
thorities there, to break her sp ir­
it, w ithhe ld  her m ail, denied her 
vis itors and placed her in  so li­
ta ry  confinement. She is now in 
a federal hospital where she is 
being force fed.

Ku Klux Klan Tied 
To Austrian Nazis

The race-hating K u  K lu x  K lan  
is extending its operations 
abroad, according (o A ustrian  
police who disclosed tha t an u n ­
derground Nazi group, recently 
uncovered in  Vienna, possessed 
large quantities o f an ti-Sem itic 
lite ra tu re  shipped from  the U. S. 
by the K lan . Both groups were 
reported tied  to an in te rnationa l 
fascist movem ent w ith  head­
quarters in  Sweden.

The elem entary axiom o f union 
so lida rity  was expressed by the 
strikers themselves: We w’ent 
out together and w e’l l  go back 
together— or not at a ll. To do 
violence to th is precept is to 
underm ine the ve ry  basis fo r 
successful s tr ike  action.

One is appalled at the u tte r 
blindness o f a un ion leadership 
w h ich  led its ranks in to  a ma­
jo r  ba ttle  w ith o u t preparing in 
advance fo r the inev itab le  con­
sequences of such action. W il­
son was adm itted ly  the “ tough­
est”  o f the big three in the 
packing industry. The union 
reached agreement w ith  A r ­
m our &  Co., a fte r m aking con­
cessions on the autom ation is­
sue, ju s t one hour before the 
o ld . contract expired. I t  took a 
seven-week s tr ike  to b ring  
S w ift &  Co. to terms in an 
agreement reached Oct. 22.

W ilson refused to> accept the 
contract pattern  set by the big 
tw o and forced a showdown 
w hich resulted in  s tr ike  action 
Nov. 3. The company refused 
to meet w ith  the union and be­
gan open preparations to break 
the strike.

I f  would seem that this 
should have been sufficient to 
dispel whatever illusions the 
union leadership had about 
bringing Wilson into line by 
means of labor statesman­
ship. The time for states­
manship had passed. Wilson 
had declared war on the 
union.

N or could the union leaders 
plead ignorance o f w hat was in 
store. Leading spokesmen of 
the A FL-C IO  had declared, over 
and over again, th a t g iven the 
rules governing the conduct of 
class w a r la id down by the em­
ployers and th e ir agents in  
governm ent, any union abiding 
by such rules could be smashed. 
In  a recent statement of po li­
tica l aims the A FL-C IO  Com­
m ittee on P o litica l A c tion  p u t 
i t  th is way:

“ The T a ft-H a rtle y  law  has 
w ith in  its  fram ew ork a ll tha t 
the em ployer needs to render 
the union he is dealing w ith  

(Continued on Page 4)

4,400 Wilson 
Jobs Placed 
In Arbitration

ST. P A U L, M inn., Feb. 27 — 
As a resu lt o f the agreement 
reached between the U nited 
Packinghouse W orkers and W il­
son &  Co., an estimated 1, 300 
out o f 5, 700 W ilson strikers 
have been called back to w ork  
by the company. The rem a in ­
ing 4, 400 strikers  w i l l  have to 
aw a it an a rb itra tio n  decision to 
find  out w hether they o r the 
strikebreakers have righ ts  to 
jobs in  the plants.

In A lberi Lea, Minn., where 
ihe workers put up a terrific 
struggle against great odds, 
the company took back some 
50 workers. In  order to avoid 
any demonstrations the exact 
number was being kept secret 
by the company and the 
union.

M eanw hile the company has 
designated Edward B u lla rd , a 
Chicago a tto rney and member 
of the W ilson Board of D irec­
tors as its  representative. The 
union has designated Rabbi 
Jacob W einstein of the K . A . M. 
Temple in  Chicago. The tw o 
have fa iled to agree 011 a th ird  
member, so a federal judge 
from  Illin o is  w il l  act as the 
th ird  member.

The union leadership said 
they agreed to a rb itra te  the job 
rights o f the s trike rs  to “ save 
face fo r the company. ”  They 
stated tha t W ilson had hired 
several thousand scabs and now 
d id n 't know  w hat to do w ith  
them.

The real aim  of W ilson is (o 
get a decision from  the board 
in favor of the scabs, thus 
weakening the union o r e li­
m inating it en tire ly .

I f  the union leadership had 
ha lf as much guts as the s tr ik ­
ers the s tr ike  could have been 
won, and a ll the strikers back 
on th e ir jobs w ith o u t w a iting  
fo r a rb itra tion .

The company’s attem pt to 
smash the union was not only 
fa ilin g  to break the ranks of 
the strikers, bu t from  the way 
W ilson stock dropped 011 the 
stock m arket, the union's boy­
cott against W ilson’s scab meat 
was becoming more effective as 
the s trike  w ent on.

Negro Youth Defy Jail 
In Drive on Jim Crow
Twin Cities 
Students Hit 
Woolworth

M IN N E A P O LIS , Feb. 27 — A  
sp irited  p icke t-line  demonstra­
tion  was held here th is m orning 
at the F. W. W oolw orth  store on 
N ico lle t Avenue in  the heart of 
the dow ntow n area. Some 50 
youths carried placards in  so li­
d a rity  w ith  Negro students who 
are figh ting  d iscrim ina tion  at 
lunch counters in  the South. 
The store here is one of the ten 
largest in  the national chain.

The p icket line  was sponsored 
by the youth  council o f the 
M inneapolis branch o f the Na­
tiona l Association fo r the A d ­
vancement o f Colored People. 
W h ite  students made up a ma­
jo r ity  o f the demonstrators. 
They came in  response to an 
ed ito ria l in  yesterday’s issue of 
the Minnesota D a i l y ,  the 
w o rld ’s largest campus paper.

The editors declared tha t stu­
dents intended to help the c iv il-  
righ ts fighters in  the South be­
cause “ they don’t  agree w ith  
W oolw orth  offic ia ls tha t a com­
pany has to ‘fo llo w  local cus­
toms, ’ since they learned in  
grade school tha t the U nited 
States C onstitu tion  supersedes 
local customs. ”

Asked why he was picket­
ing, one white student re­
plied: " If  we go to school 
with them, why shouldn't we 
eat w ith them? "
The store management in ­

v ited  the pickets in  fo r free 
coffee. Some accepted and had 
th e ir pictures taken at the lunch 
counter Holding up th e ir  ban­
ners b lasting  W oo lw orth ’s po­
licy  o f m a in ta in ing  J im  Crow  
lunch counters in  the South.

The pickets were w e ll re ­
ceived by the pub lic  and sev­
eral people jo ined the line.

Supporting Actions in North 
Hit Kress, Woolworth Stores

By George Lavan

M A R C H  2 — W inn ing  the adm ira tion  o f freedom 
fighters the w o rld  over, the Negro students in  the South 
are defy ing  mass ja ilin g s  in  th e ir  campaign against rac ia l 
d iscrim ina tion  at lunch counters. T he ir d rive  is spreading 
fu rth e r th rough the South and increasing in  in tens ity .

In  addition, sm all bu t increasing numbers of Southern- 
born w h ite  students are tak ing  
pa rt in the sit-dow n demonstra­
tions. In  the N orth , student o r­
ganizations are stepping up 
th e ir sym pathy demonstrations, 
and a section o f the labor move­
ment has entered the fig h t in  
support of thè Southern Negro 
movement.

Thus in New Y ork , the stu ­
dent councils o f several colleges 
and un ivers ities have endorsed 
a p icke t line  to be held S a tu r­
day, M arch 5, from  noon to 3 
p. m. in  fro n t of W oo lw orth ’s 
store at 120 T h ir ty - fo u rth  Street, 
opposite M acy’s. Elsewhere, p ic ­
ke ting  has been conducted by 
students at the U n ive rs ity  of 
Wisconsin, U n ive rs ity  of C olor­
ado, Rutgers U n ive rs ity  and by 
students at various schools in 
Philadelphia. S im ila r actions are 
in  the o ilin g  at other leading 
colleges.

On the labor front. District 
4, International Union of Elec­
trical Workers (A FL-C IO ), an­
nounced that its members 
would picket New York head­
quarters of Woolworth's as 
well as stores in four New 
Jersey cities. However, this 
move has not yet been emu­
lated by other labor organiza­
tions.

M eanw hile  harsh ja i l  sen­
tences are being meted out by 
the w hite-suprem acist a u th o r it­
ies. A t th is  moment, in the coun­
tr y  w h ich  cap ita lis t po litic ians 
tou t as the stronghold of the 
“ free w o rld , ”  young men and 
women are behind bars fo r the

(Continued on Page 4)

Cuba Sets Up Board 
To Plan Industries

B y L illia n  K iezel

Ceylonese Trotskyists 
Report Growing Support

As Ceylon’s March 19 elec­
tions fo r parliam ent draw  near, 
the coun try ’s biggest w ork ing- 
class party , the T ro tskyis t-led  
Lanka Sama Samajist. appears 
to be gain ing in  strength. One 
of the consequences has been 
a gang-up against the organiza­
tion. A ll tire spokesmen o f the 
cap ita lis t class have singled i t  
out fo r attack; and the leaders 
o f the Com m unist pa rty  have 
jo ined in.

In  rep ly, the Feb. 16 Samasa- 
m ajist, English-language p u b li­
cation o f the party , points to 
the “ grow ing support in  the 
country fo r the LSSP”  and 
notes tha t the Com m unist party  
leaders are not figh ting  the 
cap ita lis t parties, o n l y  the 
LSSP. “ . . .  anti-Samasam ajism

is the on ly  consistent aspect of 
S ta lin is t po litics. ”

W hile  waging a vigorous elec­
tion campaign, the Ceylonese 
T ro tskyis ts  are keeping a w ary  
eye on the “ caretaker”  govern­
ment headed by Prim e M in is te r 
Dahanayake. This discredited 
figure has given signs o f pre­
paring a coup d ’etat to establish 
a personal d ictatorship.

An ominous ind ica tion  was 
his creation in January — after 
parliam ent had been dissolved 
—of> a M in is try  o f In te rna l Se­
c u rity  in  v io la tion  o f the con­
s titu tion . A nother ind ication 
was the appointm ent o f Sidney 
de Zoysa to head the m in is try . 
De Zoysa is a police o ffic ia l 
suspected o f com p lic ity  in  the 

(Continued on Page 4)

The Cuban government took 
another progressive step of pos­
s ib ly  far-reach ing consequences 
Feb. 20 when it passed a law 
setting up a Central P lanning 
Board.

The board is empowered to 
introduce p lanning in to  the Cu­
ban economy and to “ fix  the 
general regulations”  fo r “ p riva te  
enterprise. ”

The cabinet also extended fo r  
180 days a measure p rov id ing  
fo r governm ent seizure of any 
company tha t is about to close 
or has “ insoluble”  labor d if f i ­
culties.

Speaking fo r the new board, 
w hich is headed by Prem ier 
F idel Castro, M a jo r Ernesto 
(“ Che” ) Guevara, president of 
the National Bank of Cuba, to ld 
the W all Street Journa l last 
week. “ We desire to employ 
[our] lim ite d  resources to great­
est advantage. ”

Guevara cited Cuba’s one- 
crop economy as responsible fo r 
700, 000 unemployed in B atis ta ’s 
days. He m aintained tha t p r i­
vate enterprise has fa iled in un­
derdeveloped countries. “ Its in ­
sufficiency is being dem onstrat­
ed by h is to ry . ”

In  hope of doubling national 
production w ith in  ten years, the 
Cuban governm ent announced 
tha t i t  is p ro jecting an industria l 
program w hich w ould  m ix  state- 
owned and s tr ic t ly  contro lled 
priva te  enterprises.

New p riva te  capital w i l l  be 
barred from  basic industries. 
But, Guevara said, “ I f  some p r i­
vate concern is at present oper­
ating in any of these fields, i t  
may continue to do so as long

Prisoners Efforts 
To Get O ut Upheld

A federal d is tr ic t judge in 
Oregon has ru led that stale p ris ­
on authorities cannot in te rfe re  
w ith  the efforts o f inmates to 
prepare legal documents in  the ir 
own behalf.

Judge Gus Solomon ru led  tha t 
where lib ra ry  fac ilities  are not 
adequate, prisoners m ust be per­
m itted  to study law  in  th e ir cells 
and to communicate free ly  w ith  
attorneys.

as i t  adequately fu lf i l ls  its  fu n c ­
tions. ”

The C entra l P lann ing Board 
w il l  determ ine how many plants 
should be u tilized  in the produc­
tion  of any artic le , and, where 
it perm its a monopoly, “ may 
partic ipa te  in management of 
such industries. ”  I t  also reserves 
the r ig h t to  “ contro l production 
levels, q u a lity  and price. ”

Seizures of land and industry  
continue to be reported da ily  in 
the Cuban press, bu t Guevara 
assured an assembly o f cane 
planters tha t they have the r ig h t 
to keep th e ir “ t in y  pieces o f 
land”  and w ork  them “ as they 
w ish, ”  a lthough the Castro re ­
gime w il l  push fo r a system of 
co-operatives as opposed to in ­
d iv idua l ownership.

Experience, he said, w il l  show 
tha t “ co-operatives is the most 
ra tiona l system to take advan­
tage o f human labor and to tu rn  
back the fru its  of tha t labor to 
the benefit o f the man who 
w orks and the com m unity . ”

Guevara urged a ll cane p la n t­
ers to jo in  the co-operatives 
w hich, he said, “ perm its  cap ita l­
istic u tiliza tion  of the means of 
production. ”

Lahtinen Fights 
Order to Ship 
Him to Finland

NEW  YO R K —  W illia m  Lah ­
tinen, F inn ish -born  jo u rn a lis t 
and. poet who, on Feb. 15, was 
ordered deported from  th is  
coun try  under the reactionary 
W a lte r-M cCarran Law , has ap­
pealed the decision o f the local 
Im m ig ra tion  office to the Board 
o f Im m ig ra tio n  A p p e a l s  in  
W ashington.

Lah tinen  has live d  in  the  
U nited States since 1914, when 
he was brought here by his pa r­
ents. He filed a pe tition  of 
na tu ra liza tion  in  1942 w h ich  is 
s t i l l  pending. B u t in  1958 he 
was notified by the Justice De­
partm ent tha t he must appear 
a t deportation hearings on 
grounds tha t he belonged to the 
F inn ish  W orkers Federation—a 
legal organization —  p r io r to 
1940 w hen the group became 
defunct.

“ The Lah tinen  case is a te l l­
ing example o f the need fo r 
rev is ing  the W alte r-M cC arran 
Law , ”  said the A m erican Com­
m ittee  fo r P rotection o f Foreign 
Born in  a Feb. 24 release? One 
measure the Com m ittee has ad­
vocated is a five-year sta tu te  o f 
lim ita tions  against deporta tion 
and denatura lization.

Trujillo Boasts 
Climate “ Ideal" 
For Profiteers

“ Don’t knock T ru jil lo , ”  ad­
vise Am ericans who fear th a t 
th e ir holdings in  the Dom inican 
Republic m igh t be confiscated 
should a revo lu tion  topple the 
d icta tor. The Generalissimo, 
they say, is a champion o f “ law  
and order. ”

In  re tu rn  fo r such support, 
the D om inican Developm ent 
Commission, a T ru jil lo  ou tfit, is 
pa tting  Am eric ’an capita lists on 
the back. In  a fu l l  page adver­
tisement, the commission cites 
18 U. S. firm s now  reaping 
profits from  the “ ideal”  business 
“ c lim a te ”  in  the “ fb iend ly 
Caribbean nation tha t has NO 
T IM E  FOR C O M M U N ISM . ”

Labor “ is economical, ”  the ad 
declares, and “ cooperative. .

Investors may consider the 
c lim ate  good, bu t a d iffe ren t 
v iew  is taken by an estimated 
1, 500 to 5, 000 p o litica l prisoners. 
T he ir opposition won them  to r­
tu re  in  T ru j i l lo ’s ja ils . H ow ­
ever, others are reported to 
have taken up the cause and to 
be spreading the idea o f revo lt.

Maybe He’s Right
R eplying to critics, Senator 

John Cooper (R -K y . ) declared 
th a t i t ’s good fo r the coun try  
when P r e s i d e n t  Eisenhower 
takes vacations.

'Go Back and Get M ore' 
Say Ranks to Union Tops

U nion members are now 
show ing a more active concern 
over contract agreements nego­
tia ted by th e ir representatives, 
according to Joseph L. Finegan, 
d irec to r of the Federal M edia­
tion and C oncilia tion  Service.

In  an in te rv ie w  w ith  the 
Cleveland P la in  Dealer Feb. 18,
Finegan said, “ In  every region 
i t  takes longer to pu t a case to 
bed. There are more rejections 
by un ion  members o f tenta tive 
settlements w orked out by th e ir 
committees than ever before. ”

"The members, " he con­
tinued. "are instructing their 
committees to go back and 
get more. Sometimes they 
send the committee back three 
or four times. "
Finegan said the trends in  

co llective b a rg a in in g . p o in t to

a “ rough year”  in  contract nego­
tiations. Unions are stiffen ing  
demands fo r greater economic 
benefits. Em ployers are shoot­
ing more in tens ive ly  a t w o rk  
rules.

He noted an increasing trend  
among unions to press fo r  such 
fr inge  benefits as m edical in ­
surance paid fo r by  the em­
ployer, ra the r than s tra igh t 
wage gains.

He thought thai the greater 
number of membership rejec­
tions of tentative contract 
agreements "probably springs 
from revival of membership 
interest on the local leveL"
In  F inegan’s opinion, “ U nion 

in ternational- representatives ap­
pa ren tly  don’t  ca rry  as much 
w e igh t w ith  the members as 
before. ”
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Isaac Deutscher Discusses Leon Trotsky’s Place in History
TV Network in Canada 
Interviews Biographer

COHEN:  Y our w ork,  your
great w o rk  based on Leon 
T ro tsky, based en tire ly  on aca­
demic research or did you have 
any dealings writh  the man your-

DEUTSCHER: W ell I w ou ld ­
n ’t  say tha t i t  was based exclu ­
s ive ly  on academic research. In  
th, e 1930’s I was a spokesman 
o f the Opposition in the Polish 
Cornm un ist pa rty  at tha t time. 
I  was ve ry  s trong ly influenced 
by T ro tsky ’s ideas and you can 
fin<i th is influence in  m y w r it ­
ings now, though I now  take 
a p iore  detached and critica l 
v iew  o f m any of his v iew poin ts 
although I m ust say that even 
in  the 1930's I had m y con­
troversies w ith  T rotsky. B u t I 
never m et h im  personally. I t

d idn ’t occur to-me then I w ould 
ever become his biographer. I f  
I thought tha t I w ould  perhaps 
I  w ou ld  try  to see h im  and to 
watch h im  at close quarters.

However at tha t tim e I 
thought, w e ll, who was I  to 
troub le  the great man, exiled 
leader of the Russian R evolu­
tion. I  d idn ’t th in k  I was im ­
portan t enough to impose m y­
self on him.

COHEN: You always thought 
of h im  as the great man, as a 
great revo lu tionary .

DEUTSCHER:  Yes,  I always
thought of h im  and I s ti l l  th in k  
o f h im  as one o f the greatest 
figures in  the histories o f revo­
lu tions and as one of the great­
est, how  shall I  pu t it, intellects 
o f our age.

A Man of Theory and Action
COHEN: W ell, a ll righ t, le t’s 

take tha t point. In  your book 
you describe h im  as one of the 
great revo lu tiona ry  leaders of 
a j l ' i im e . Can we specify this? 
Can we define the anatom y of 
greatness in  th is man? In  what 
d ic fh is  greatness consist of?

DEUTSCHER: His greatness 
sho. wed itse lf in  the various as­
pects o f his a c tiv ity  because 
he's a very many-sided person­
a lity . He was undoubtedly very 
k ind . A  man o f action. He 
tyas the leader o f the firs t Rus­
sian R evolution, o f the Soviet, 
o f the firs t council o f w orkers ’ 
deputies, of the firs t Russian 
R evo lu tion  of 1905, and he was 
in  1905 the firs t leader to de­
clare th a t the Soviet is the 
form , the in s titu tiona l fo rm  of 
the next Russian revo lu tion.

In  1906 he developed his 
theory o f perm anent revo lu tion  
in  w h ich he forecast tha t the 
Russian revo lu tion  w ould  not 
stop in  its bourgeois phase bu t 
w ou ld  pass in to  a socialist 
phase. A  v iew po in t w h ich  was 
then1 rejected by Mensheviks 
and Bolsheviks a like, by the 
great theorists o f the R igh t 
W ing o f socialism, i f  you like, 
by, —and by Lenin.

W e ll he was the leader much 
more  than Len in  h im self, he 
was the practica l leader o f the 
October R evolu tion in  1917. He 
was the founder o f the Red 
A rm y, he was the actual in - 
sp ire r o f the Red A rm y  and 
its. actual leader th roughout the 
period o f the c iv il w ar. There 
w ou ldn ’t  have been—he la id  the 
foundations i f  you like  of Soviet 
m ilita ry  pow er and he la id  it  
in  1918-1919. He created the 
Red A rm y  almost ou t of no th ­
ing.

O f course tha t is h is to rica lly  
and sociologically a m etaphor 
when I  say ou t o f nothing. No 
one can create any th ing  ou t of

a ll w ha t do you mean, he was 
an in te llectua l?  Do I hear an 
undertone of in te llectua l con­
tem pt o f the inte llectual?

COHEN:  No,  you heard an
undertone o f skepticism  about 
the intellectuals.

D E U T S C H E R :  Skepticism 
about the intellectuals? W ell I 
w ould not p lay down the in te l­
lectual. I  know  i t ’s fashion­
able now to p lay h im  down. I 
w ould  not p lay down the in te l­
lectual in  politics. I f  you like, 
the greatest in itia to rs  o f the 
greatest po litica l movements 
were always in te llectua ls in  one 
w ay or another.

Wasn’t L u th e r an in te llec tua l

fo r his day? W asn't Jefferson 
an inte llectua l?  W ell o f a ll the 
po litica l influences o f ou r peo­
ple is there any influence tha t 
is greater fo r  good and ev il 
than the influence of K a rl M arx 
who spent th ir ty  years o f his 
life  in London in the B ritish  
Museum over very dusty— very, 
ve ry  dusty— unknown, obscure 
volumes?

I th in k  tha t i t  is a very bad 
fashion to p lay down the role 
o f in te llectuals. The know n in ­
te llectuals m ay perhaps con­
tinue  w ha t the great in te llec ­
tuals have started bu t the in it ia ­
tors o f th ings im portan t in his­
to ry  are always intellectuals.

Was Trotsky at Odds with the Workers?

nothing. W hat I  mean to say 
is tha t he la id  the foundations 
o f a new arm y when, a fte r the 
old a rm y had collapsed and 
there were on the surface of i t  
no elements fo r the creation of 
a new arm y. Len in  fo r in ­
stance almost despaired o f the 
possib ility  of creating a new 
arm y and T ro tsky  created it.. 
He was la rge ly responsible fo r 
the strategy and the tactics and 
the organization o f the arm y 
tha t allowed the Bolsheviks to 
w in  the c iv il war.

Now he was then the one 
who fo rm ulated the whole p ro ­
gram o f Russia’s industria liza ­
tion. The program which S ta l­
in carried out la te r w ith  many 
d istortions: I am not going in to  
the question to what extent 
those d istortions were in e v it­
able or not, bu t anyhow T ro tsky 
was so to say the prom pter of 
Russia’s —  the firs t prom pter — 
o f Russia’s industria liza tion .

W ell perhaps th a t’s enough 
fo r one man of action, bu t he 
wasn’t  on ly  a man of action: 
he was a th inke r. He was a 
b r ill ia n t w rite r. I th in k  that 
his h is to ry  of the Russian Revo­
lu tio n  is probably one, ce rta in ly  
one o f the greatest w orks of 
h is to ry  tha t have ever been 
w ritte n . I t ’s a w ork  that is 
now large ly unknown, neg- j 
lected, bu t i t  w il l  keep its place 
in  h is to rica l lite ra tu re .

W ell in  m y last book, The 
Prophet A rm ed, J devote a 
whole chapter to his w rit in g s  on 
philosophy, science and l ite r ­
ature. He was a ve ry  great 
lite ra ry  c ritic ; Russia’s leading 
lite ra ry  c r itic  in  the 1920’s and 
as lite ra ry  c r it ic  he denounced 
in  advance a ll the practices of 
S ta lin ism  and declared b lu n tly  
tha t the Com m unist pa rty  had 
no r ig h t to  exercise any tu te ­
lage over art, lite ra tu re  and 
science.

Intellectuals and the Masses
COHEN:  A nd yet M r. D eu t­

scher, th is  man w ith  a ll these 
qua lities was unable to foresee 
o r unable to do any th ing  in  the 
rea lis tic  and practica l manner 
to prevent the Soviet state 
fro m  tak ing  the tu rn  i t  did 
a ftg r Len in  died?

DEUTSCHER: There are s it­
uations in  h is to ry, and there 
are forces in  h is to ry  tha t are 
m uch stronger than ind iv idua l 
foresight, than the genius o f a 
leader. He is not— th a t’s w hy 
he is a m arty r. I  wanted to 
say h^ is great as a man of 
action, he is great as a th inker, 
he is also great as a m a rty r. 'H e  
had a ve ry  clear prescience of 
his fate.

COHEN:  Now w hat do you
jriean by that, sir?

DEUTSCHER:  I  mean tha t
he had a ve ry  clear prem onition
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tha t he was not going to w in, 
tha t he w ould be defeated. I 
quote in  m y book from  his p r i­
vate w ritin g s  tha t in  1926 or 
1927 he said, a revo lu tiona ry  
leader may end e ither like  
Len in  or like , lik e  K a rl L ieb- 
kneeht— either like  Len in  who 
fought and won and died at the 
he ight o f his tr iu m p h  or like  
K a r l L iebknecht, leader o f the 
German socialists who was as­
sassinated in January 1919, tha t 
way. He— and you feel as you 
r'ead his p riva te  notes he knew 
tha t the fate and the way fo r 
h im  was L iebknech t’s, tha t is 
the m a rty r ’s fate.

COHEN:  I wonder, sir, i f  i t
d idn ’t have something to do 
w ith  the fact tha t he was an 
in te llec tua l and tha t the entire  
approach o f the in te llec tua l to 
an event, to a m ovem ent based 
presum ably on the strength of 
the w orkers is essentia lly when 
put to the practical test, theore­
tica l and alienated from  the 
realities o f experience.  I

DEUTSCHER:  How?  Theo -1
re tica l and alienated from  the 
realities o f experience— firs t o f 1

COHEN: W ell here you have 
a s itua tion  where an in te llec­
tua l agitates, works, sacrifices 
h im se lf fo r the establishm ent of 
a w orkers ’ state, a state in  
w h ich  power both in  terms of 
the means o f production and in  
terms of the apparatus o f gov­
ernm ent is to be handed over 
to w orkers — right?  —  to non­
inte llectuals, a condition w h ich  
the in te llec tua l cannot— a con­
d ition  in w hich the in te llectua l 
cannot be a true  part. Doesn’t 
that fo llow?

DEUTSCHER: No, not neces­
sarily . Not necessarily, tha t de­
pended o f course on the specific 
circumstances. The in te llec­
tuals in  the early years o f the 
Russian R evolu tion w orked in 
ve ry  close and good harm ony 
w ith  the workers. There wasn’t 
th is antagonism between w orke r 
and the revo lu tiona ry  in te llec­
tua l w hich you im p ly  in  your 
question.. .

I th in k  also tha t i t  isn’t true 
tha t the in te llectua ls ’ approach 
m ust of necessity be theoretical 
and alienated from  the realities. 
S urely T r o t s k y ’ s approach 
wasn’t theoretica l and alienated 
fro m  the realities when he was 
able to b u ild  up an arm y to w in  
a c iv il war. A fte r a ll w hat is 
the test o f p ra c tica b ility  i f  i t ’s 
not bu ild ing  up an arm y and 
w inn ing  a c iv il war.. . .

COHEN:  I was th in k in g  in
terms of his expectation and 
L en in ’s. That the revo lu tion  
w ould  cofne in  the most ad­
vanced sections o f the indus­
tr ia lized  w o rld  ra ther than in 
the most backward. I. was 
th in k in g  of his assumption that 
the m om ent revo lu tion  did 
break loose, there w ou ld  be 
contagion spreading a ll over 
Europe— the perm anent revo lu ­
tion  theory. I was th in k in g  o f 
his assumption tha t in  the com­
munes and in  the 1 w orkers ’ 
state, once i t  was established, 
there w ould  be in ve ry  quick 
order a w ith e rin g  away o f the 
apparatus o f state. I am th in k ­
ing of a ll these.

DEUTSCHER:  That's righ t.
Oh yes, when we go down to 
the specific issues then of course 
we can discuss the things spe­
cifica lly . O f course Lenin  and 
T ro tsky were valuable men. 
They made very  great mistakes, 
but — w e ll le t us try  to disen­
tangle the tru th  o f th e ir views 
from  the ir mistakes.

You mentioned the perm an­
ent revo lu tion . Now in  the per­
m anent— in  the w hole theory of 
perm anent revo lu tion  o f which 
T ro tsky was s t i l l  au thor bu t 
w hich in  the years o f the revo­
lu tio n  was im p lic it ly  also Len ­
in ’s theory, and in  the whole 
theory o f perm anent revo lu tion  
there are so to say tw o ele­
ments, a basic element and a 
secondary one.

The basic element consisted 
in  this, tha t the Bolsheviks 
recognized tha t the Russian 
revo lu tion  w ou ldn ’t be se lf-su f­
fic ient. That th is  was not ju s t 
a revo lu tion  w ith in  one nation ’s 
stat’e, tha t ‘th is revo lu tion  was 
bound to spread, tha t the con­
flic t th a t led to the revo lu tion  
in  Russia existed also else­
where. A nd tha t the revo lu ­
tion  w ou ld  transcend so to say 
the boundaries of a single state. 
That was the basic clement.

The secondary element was 
the expectation that the revo lu ­
tion  w ou ld  spread to Western 
Europe, tha t i t  w ould spread 
like  w ild fire , tha t i t  w ould im ­
m ediately, or in  the very near 
fu ture, conquer in  Western Eu­
rope and help Russia to get out 
o f her inherited poverty  and 
backwardness w ith  the help of 
the advanced Western E uro ­
pean nations.

Now, there was— there were 
tw o questions involved here 
and tw o d is tinc t and d ifferent 
questions; one was w hether the 
Russian revo lu tion  was a self- 
su ffic ien t h is to rica l development 
and the second question was 
w ha t were the im m ediate pros­
pects o f in te rna tiona l revo lu ­
tion.

Now to the firs t question, 
events have given an answer 
and have jus tified  the theory of 
perm anent revo lu tion . T h e  
Russian revo lu tion  has not re ­
mained the on ly revo lu tion  of 
its  k ind. There is the Chinese 
revo lu tion , there was the Yugo­
slav revo lu tion . V ery  d iffe ren t 
and ye t basically identical in 
pattern. You have now a So­
v ie t Bloc. You speak about the 
Soviet Bloc, th is is not the tim e 
o f S ta lin ’s socialism in  a single 
coun try  any more.

N ow  as fa r as th is basic ques­
tion  is concerned w hether the 
Russian revo lu tion  was a self- 
su ffic ien t h is torica l develop­
ment. I  th in k  tha t the offers of 
T rotsky, in  pa rticu la r the offers 
o f perm anent revo lu tion , are 
jus tified  by the events. They 
were m istaken in  im agin ing 
tha t the revo lu tion  was about 
to spread to Western Europe 
and w in  there. Yes, in  this 
they were mistaken. The m is­
take was rooted in  certa in  fa l­
lacies tha t w ent deeper than 
the mere forecast. The m istake 
re a lly  w ent back to the classi­
cal M a rx is t forecast o f the fu ­
tu re  and the developm ent of 
capitalism .

COHEN: The rich  w ould get 
r iche r and the poor w ould get 
poorer.

DEUTSCHER:  A t any rate
the assumption th a t the w o rk ­
ing  classes in the advanced in ­
dustria lized countries w ould 
rise or were about to rise to 
overth row  capitalism.

Our Viewpoint
For the in fo rm ation  of our readers, we are p rin tin g  

substantia l portions of an in te rv iew  w hich Nathan 
Cohen, a noted radio and TV  personality, held w ith  
Isaac Deutscher over the Canadian broadcasting system 
Dec. 27 on the subject of Leon Trotsky.

Deutscher, as most of our readers know, is a w r ite r  
on Soviet affa irs fo r the London Economist and the New 
Statesman. He has won in te rna tiona l recognition fo r 
his biographies of S ta lin  and Trotsky.

Through painstaking research, Deutscher has at­
tempted to recreate an accurate h is to ry  of the Russian 
Bolshevik party, p a rticu la rly  in the years of c iv il war. 
economic reconstruction and bureaucratic degeneration. 
H is scrupulous concern fo r facts has won w ide acknow l­
edgment.

Some of Deutscher’s po litica l conclusions, however, 
are controversial. We have taken issue, fo r instance, w ith  
his judgm ent tha t the Soviet Union inev itab ly  had to 
undergo S ta lin ’s d icta torsh ip, fe a rfu l and x'epugnant as 
is was; tha t S ta lin  is to be credited w ith  assuring Russia’s 
industria liza tion ; and tha t S ta lin ism  is now being liq u i­
dated by a k ind  of autom atic pijocess.

A  few  years back, these views of Deutscher proved 
a ttrac tive  to some Trotskyists. Deutscher, probably 
w ith o u t even know ing , it, served them as a bridge for 
concilia tion ism  tow ard S talin ism . They regarded D eut­
scher as a new po litica l prophet, bu t he demonstrated 
tha t he was not interested in heading a cult.

A fte r  the Tw en tie th  Congress, Deutscher played an 
opposite role, again w ith o u t seeking it. Under the impact 
of K hrushchev’s admissions about S ta lin ’s crimes and 
paranoia, members of the Com m unist pa rty  (and not 
on ly them ! ) found his w ritin g s  a bridge to a more objec­
tive  a ttitude  tow ard T ro tsky ’s true  role. This, we th ink , 
w i l l  prove in  the fina l analysis to be one of the main 
p o litica l values of Deutscher’s h is to rica l w ritings .

armed, you have a lengthy sec- 
|^on in w hich you describe the 
curious passivity o f T ro tsky  at 
tha t period when S ta lin  began 
{o centra lize power in the Gcn- 
e ia l Secretariat. Doesn't this 
indicate a k ind  o f in a b ility  on 
T ro tsky 's  part that was in  e f­
fect a serious flaw that had no th ­
ing to do w ith  v ic to ry  or defeat.

DEUTSCHER:  But I also
indicate the dilemm as that 
were' responsible fo r the c u r i­
ous spells o f his passivity. I t  
wasn’t a passivity that flowed 
from  the m an’s character, i f  
anyth ing  T ro tsky was the man. 
the dynam ic man o f action. It 
was his tragedy tha t his 
dilemmas drove h im  in a s it­
uation in w hich his dynam ic 
energy as i f  sagged. He found 
no app lication fo r his dynam ic 
energy because he was beset 
by sudden dilemmas. Dilemmas

w hich existed ob jective ly , the: 
d ilem m a o f a u th o rity  and free-! 
dom. A  d ilem m a w h ich  recurs, 
in  the revo lu tion  ju s t as i t  
exists in non -revo lu tiona ry  so* 
ciety.

COHEN:  I don’t fo llow  that,
Mr. Deutscher, I am sorry.

DEUTSCHER: You see T ro t­
sky had to choose between B o l­
shevik d iscip line and the asser­
tion  o f’ w hat he called pro le ­
ta rian  democracy. He w anted 
the Bolshevik pa rty  to be a free 
organization o f free members, 
free to speak th e ir  m ind. On 
the other hand he also accepted 
the p rinc ip le  o f B o lshevik dis­
c ip line. They were tw o  con­
tra d ic to ry  principles. T h e y  
were not a lways in  absolute 
conflic t w ith  one another b u t 
now in the 1920’s they came in to  
absolute conflict. This was h is 
dilemm a.

Did Trotsky Cover Up for Stalinism?

seen th is process and ended in 
th is process by w hich power 
was gradua lly  monopolized by 
one ru lin g  group or one ru lin g  
group or came under—

C O H E N :   Vested interest
w ould you call it?

DEUTSCHER: Yes. Yes, yes. 
Every revo lu tion  has gone 
through that. I t  doesn’t  fo llow  
tha t a ll revolutions must go, I 
don’t see the in e v ita b ility . A 
h is torica l precedent suggests 
tha t this has happened, so far. 
We must— it  has happened in 
every revo lu tion  fo r d iffe ren t 
reasons. I t  has happened to 
bourgeois revo lu tions because 
there was a basic conflic t be­
tween the masses tha t made the 
revo lu tions and in  the masses 
tha t made the revo lu tion  and 
the leadership o f the revolution. 
I t  has happened in  Russia.

O f course, the im m a tu rity  of 
the Russian w o rk ing  class, not 
on ly its im m a tu rity  because of 
the ex traord inary  weakness and

o f the dissipation of strength 
w hich the Russian w o rk in g  class 

'suffered a fte r the revo lu tion, 
the c iv il war. I t  is a point 
w h ich  I am fry in g  to illus tra te  
w ith  some facts in  m y last book, 
how  the whole process hap­
pened.

There s im p ly  wasn’t  a w o rk ­
ing class, there wasn’t a w o rk ­
ing class a fte r the c iv il w ar to 
spare to any po litica l. . .  the 
state, i t  was decimated, broken 
up. shrunken, demoralized, so­
cio log ica lly  s p e a k i n g  you 
couldn’t even see a w ork ing  
class in existence in Russia at 
that tim e and tha t explains the 
rise o f the bureaucratic power.

I t  doesn’t  fo llo w  tha t i f  a 
w o rk in g  class, i f  the w o rk ing  
class had won in  the revo lu tion  
in  any other country a s trong ly 
developed, num erica lly  strong, 
educated, self-confident w o rk ­
ing class tha t i t  w ould a llow  the 
bureaucracy to usurp power in 
the same way.

Prospects for Socialism in the West

Is the Rise of a Bureaucracy Inevitable?
COHEN:  There was another

— i f  I m ay p u t i t  th is  w ay— a 
m istake tha t they m a d e  o f  
course connected w ith  the 
theory o f perm anent revo lu tion  
and tha t was the assumption 
tha t when you took over the ap­
paratus and m achinery o f gov­
ernm ent tha t the group w hich 
took over tha t power w ould  not 
a ttem pt to monopolize and hold 
tha t power fo r itself. Dq you 
agree w ith  that?

DEUTSCHER: Yes, bu t tha t
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was so to say an honorable m is-

COHEN: W ell w ha t’s that?
DEUTSCHER:  B y this I

mean a m istake w hich does 
honor to those who made it. 
They made the assumption that 
the revo lu tion  w ould be some 
sort o f w a r o f class democracy 
and in w hich no single group 
w ould monopolize power fo r i t ­
self. This assumption has been 
proved w rong bu t i t  has been 
proved w rong in  pa rticu la r c ir ­
cumstances because o f p a rti­
cu lar circumstances. I f  you 
a llow  me to be so immodest 
as to quote m yself in  m y last 

! volume, w e ll the Russian w o rk ­
ing class proved incapable of 

j exercising its own dicta torsh ip  
and tha t was w hy the prole- 

j ta rian  d ic ta torsh ip  tu rned out 
to be a bureaucratic d ic ta to r­
ship.

COHEN:  You speak o f this
happening due to th is pa rticu la r 
set of circumstances. I suggest 
to you, M r. Deutscher, tha t in 
po in t o f fact th is is the in ­
evitable pressure, w hether you 
re fe r to i t  as a working-class 
d icta torsh ip  or any k ind  o f d ic­
ta to rsh ip  spring ing from  a 
w o rk in g  class and laboring 
sources, tha t in  po in t of fact 
there is a k in d  o f' law  o f o li­
garchy, a c ircu la tion  o f the elite  
w h ich  applies in  the instance of 
every revo lu tion  and every 
revo lu tion  is therefore, i f  I may 
attem pt to theorize fo r a mo­
ment, e v e r y  revo lu tion  is 
doomed to a defeat of its basic 
ideals.

DEUTSCHER: I  don’t  accept 
th is  v iew . I  th in k  i t  is true  
tha t every revo lu tion  so fa r  has

COHEN:  W hen you speak,
M r. Deutscher, of a h ig h ly  so­
phisticated and articu la te  w o rk ­
ing class leading a revo lu tion ­
ary movement and consolidating 
and tak ing  power afterwards, 
a ren 't you surely speaking in 
terms o f contrad iction, because 
in  the on ly  countries where 
you m igh t expect that, in  the 
Western countries and the 
h igh ly  industria lized countries, 
in fact the w o rk ing  classes are 
not interested in  revo lu tion  
and by your concepts may be 
described as a reactionary and 
backward force.

DEUTSCHER: No, not at all. 
I don’t th in k  tha t the w o rk ing  
classes are reactionary and 
backward because i t  isn’t in te r­
ested in  a revo lu tion  bu t do you 
th in k  i t  is reactionary and 
backward?

COHEN:  W ell m y observa­
tion  is that, le t’s say in  the 
U nited States and in  England, 
the • w o rk ing  classes are cer­
ta in ly  not interested in  revo lu ­
tiona ry  movements or move­
ments w hich have revo lu tion ­
a ry aims.

DEUTSCHER: Yqu can’t say 
tha t the w ork ing  class is reac­
tiona ry  i f  the conditions of its 
existence does not make i t  th in k  
in a revo lu tiona ry  manner. You 
ju s t have to take h is to ry  as it 
is and social classes as they are 
and society as i t  is.

COHEN:  I f  I  may ju s t fo l­
low  through on th is po in t 
though, doesn’t the whole de­
velopm ent o f h is to ry  w ith  re­
gard to the w orking-class lead­
ership in  revo lu tiona ry— in so­
c ia lis t revo lu tiona ry  m o v e ­
ments, doesn't i t  contrad ict one 
o f M a rx ’s most basic assump­
tions and doesn't i t  prove— 
doesn’t i t  establish one of the 
great flaws in  the whole M a rx ­
ist reasoning?

DEUTSCHER: I  th in k  i t  con­
trad icts as I said before, i t  con­
trad icts one o f M arx 's m ajor 
forecasts, bu t granted th is I 
w ou ldn ’t  say tha t i t  demon­
strates a flaw  in  the M arx is t 
philosophy o f life  and M arx is t 
method o f approaching society, 
o f analyzing h is to ry  and so on. 
N ot at all.

COHEN: I have a feeling, you 
know, reading you r book (hat at 
th is po in t in his life  T ro tsky 
had begun to realize, although 
he never said it, tha t in po in t of 
fact the revo lu tion  was pe rve rt­
ed and tha t he could sim ply, 
and tha t the rest of his life  was 
going (0 be an apologia fo r the 
perversion of tha t revo lu tion. 

¡T ha t he groomed h im se lf to 
p lay —

DEUTSCHER: W hat do you 
mean apologia fo r the perver­
sion, do you mean to say that he 
defended the perversion?

COHEN: No, no but he de­
fended his role in it and con­
tinued to assert tha t the revo lu ­
tion could have gone a d ifferent 
way when in fact he knew d if­
fe ren tly . That he knew the 
revo lu tion  was bound to develop 
th is bureaucratic content and 
tha t the rest of his life  was to 
assert — I  toss th is as a sugges­
tion aris ing from  you r book.

DEUTSCHER:  No I don’t
th ink  so. T iia t w ou ldn ’t at a ll be 
consistent w ith  his character be­
cause w hat you im p ly  there is 
rea lly  more than a streak of 
hypocrisy in the man and you 
can accuse T ro tsky of very many 
things but hypocrisy is not one 
of them.

COHEN: W hat can you accuse 
h im  of when you say that. W hat 
are you meaning?

DEUTSCHER: W ell, I th in k  
he sometimes allowed his self- 
confidence to run away w ith  
him . He was sometimes during  
the c iv il w a r perhaps needlessly 
ruthless although i t ’s very d if ­
ficu lt to  judge the s itua tion  of 
a leader of any arm y du ring  a 
c iv il war, to condemn h im  post 
factum  fo r w hat lie had done 
but maybe ho was sometimes 
too —  he was sometimes over- 
scrupulous when he dealt w ith  
his opponents. He was some­
times too much bound by his 
own views and his own preoc­
cupations.

He bad a ll the human w eak­
nesses and all the fa l l ib i l i ty  that 

1 you must expect in any man.
. But he was not a hypocrite. He 
was in his own m ind absolutely 
sure tha t it was his du ty  to figh t 
against w ha t he considered was

the perversion o f the revo lu tion  
and he did not conduct the 
struggle w ith  the v iew  tha t he 
was figh ting  a battle  th a t was 
hopeless from  the beginning. He 
w ou ldn ’t  have had the strength 
o f character to figh t a battle, 
like  this.

You see ii was very  com p li­
cated, a very complex state of 
m ind he. was in w ith  one p a rt 
o f his m ind as it were he fe lt  
the in e v ita b ility  of his defeat.

W ith  another part o f his m ind 
he hoped tha t perhaps defeat 
wasn’t inevitable. That in  any 
case it was his du ty  to go on 
fighting, (here m ight be a chance 
s till o f saving the Russian rev ­
o lu tion from  its perversion. He 
was guided in th is  I  th in k  by 
a princ ip le  which Engels once, 
F riedriech Engels, once ex­
pressed in a very lap ida ry  fo rm  
that, anyone who gives up even 
a hopeless position w ith o u t 
figh ting  it, fo r it, w ith o u t de­
fend ing it is a tra ito r  to his 
cause.

COHEN: W hat were the qua l­
ities that S ta lin  had tha t en­
abled h im  to tr iu m p h  so de­
cis ive ly  over Trotsky?

DEUTSCHER: I th in k  i f  we 
look fo r an answer to th is ques­
tion w h o lly  in S ta lin ’s personal 
qualities we shall probab ly 
never find the satisfactory an­
swer because as fa r as personal 
qua lities were concerned S ta lin  
was in every respect T ro tsky ’s 
in fe rio r in my view. Even as a 
p rac titian  he was T ro tsky ’s in ­
fe rio r.

Nevertheless he proved h im ­
self p rac tica lly  superior to T ro t­
sky in  the 1920’s because he, 
was helped in his struggle 
against T ro tsky by the mood 
p reva iling  in Russia, by the 
condition of Soviet society, by 
post - revo lu tionary  weariness, 
by a reaction tha t set in against 
1he great aspirations, the great 
hopes, the heroic flights o f the 
early years of the revo lu tion. 
To exp la in  S ta lin ’s success and 
study his v ic to ry  over T ro tsky  
one has to see the w hole state, 
the whole condition o f Soviet 
society at the tim e and not on ly  
look at S ta lin  as the se lf-suf­
fic ient actor. . . .

The Individual's Role in History

Men of Power and Men of Character
COHEN:  We’ve wandered

somewhat afield from  our o r i­
g inal subject — Leon T ro tsky —- 
and I wonder i f  we m igh t come 
back to h im  now, and discuss 
a po in t w h ich  you mentioned 
earlie r concerning the p rem oni­
tion  of m artyrdom  and tragedy 
t h a t  T ro tsky h im se lf had. 
W ould you say, M r. Deutscher, 
tha t there was in his nature a 
flaw, a durable continu ing  and 
grow ing flaw  w hich made him  
unable to contend w ith  S ta lin  
in  the struggle fo r power tha t 
developed a fte r L en in ’s death 
in  ’21 wasn’t  it, no ’23, I am 
sorry.

DEUTSCHER:  W ell, i f  you
consider the in a b ility  o f a man 
to struggle fo r power as the 
proof o f a flaw  in  his charac­
ter, w e ll then the greatest 
heroes in  h is to ry  had th a t flaw  
in  th e ir characters.

COHEN:  Was he—
DEUTSCHER: Oh start from  

Socrates. He was defeated. To 
be defeated, i f  defeat is proof 
of a flaw  in a man’s character, 
and I  am not saying tha t T ro t­
sky ’s character was w ith o u t its 
flaws, bu t I don 't see the con­
nection between a m an’s de­
feat in  th is case and the flaw  
in  his character. You suggest 
th a t on ly  the v ictorious, the

tr iu m p h a n t leaders are, so to 
say, men of a flawless charac­
ter.

COHEN: No.
DEUTSCHER:  A nd the de­

feated aren't necessarily m ora lly  
in fe rio r.

COHEN:  No,  no,  th a t’s not
m y suggestion at a ll. I  suggest 
tha t in  fact whereas T ro tsky 
had the qualities tha t made him 
one o f the r ig h t men and one 
o f the architects o f the revo lu ­
tion  at the tim e of the revo lu ­
tion, that he did not have those 
qualities w h ich  w ou ld  enable 
h im  to continue to discharge his 
role a fte r tha t in it ia l period was 
over.

DEUTSCHER:  B ut he saw
his ro le a fte r tha t in it ia l period 
was over in  resisting the regime 
w hich was establishing itse lf 
in  tfie  post-revo lu tionary pe ri­
od. The bureaucratic regime, 
S ta lin ’s d ictatorship. He d idn ’t 
see his role as seizing power by 
hook or crook, he d idn ’t see his 
ro le in  necessarily m a in ta in ing  
h im self in  office, he saw his 
ro le in  being the spokesman and 
the mouthpiece fo r the hopes of 
the revo lu tion  w hich was now 
in  a way, to  some extent, being 
frustra ted.

COHEN:  In  you r book,  M r.
Deutscher, The P rophet Un-

COHEN: You don’t accept at 
a ll the idea tha t men make his­
tory, do you?

DEUTSCHER: Oh yes I do bu t 
I don’t accept the idea tha t the 
men who make h is to ry  were 
on ly  S talin, Len in  or Trotsky. I 
accept the idea tha t m illions  of 
men make h istory, tha t the great 
masses, they are also the men 
who make h istory. They make 
i t  e ithe r through th e ir passivity 
or through th e ir ac tiv ity . They 

I make it  when they have the 
courage to stick out th e ir necks 
and when they don’t have it. 
When you say men make h is to ry  
do you rea lly  mean tha t men, 
only men like  S ta lin  make h is­
to ry, or only men like  H it le r  or 
men like  I don’t know, any 
other, presidents or party  lead­
ers?

COHEN: I t  was a man like  
S ta lin  who enforced the policy |

w ith  a ll o f its  im plications and 
! a ll o f its horror.
| DEUTSCHER:  Yes, bu t i t
| wasn’t on ly  S ta lin  who enforced 

it. There were other factors 
much w ider, much bigger, much 
more im portan t than S ta lin  tha t 
enforced it. W ell I shan’t  go 
now into the h is to ry  of collec­
tiv iza tion , you know. That is a 
long h is to ry  but I ju s t m ention 
th is ' tha't in 1928 and 1929 the 
fact of fam ine stared in to  the 
face of urban Russia con tinu ­
ously. That was a problem  to 
be solved, a problem  to be solved 
of how to feed Russia and the 
old sm allholdings ju s t cou ldn ’t  
do it.

As I  say I  am not going to go 
in to  th is problem  now. I  don’t 
th in k  it was just by fea r of 
S ta lin  that the co llectiv iza tion  
had to — I believe that so-called 

(ConUnited on Page 4 )
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That Wrestling in Congress
Despite the hoopla about the N orthern  

senators “ he ro ica lly ”  sleeping on cots in 
the corridors, etc., to wear out the South­
ern filibusterers, an a ir of phoniness per­
vades the w hole performance. Procedural 
questions have shown tha t there are 
enough votes r ig h t now to break the f i l i ­
buster by closure of debate, i f  the tw o 
p a rty  leaderships w ish it.

B u t the obscene parody of democratic 
debate is perm itted  to continue because 
each pa rty , hoping to take cred it fo r w ha t­
ever c iv il-r ig h ts  b i l l  is passed, desires to 
give the pub lic  the impression tha t i t  was 
won at cost of a tita n ic  struggle. That, of 
course, is pure bu ll. A l l  the groaning and 
g ru n tin g  of the congressional w restlers is 
over a ve ry  tin ny -look ing  c iv il - righ ts  
prize.

Both p a rty  leaderships are convinced 
tha t some sort of b i l l  labeled “ c iv il r ig h ts ” 
has to be passed to placate the increasing 
Negro ag ita tion  and to lu re  Negro votes 
in  th is  fa l l ’s p residentia l election. They 
figure tha t the least they can get away 
w ith  is “ p lugging the loopholes”  in  the in ­
effectual “ vo ting  r ig h ts ”  act of 1957.

The white-suprem acist South has not 
too much to fear from  e ithe r of the voting  
plans now under consideration. The elab­
orate federa l “ referee”  or “ reg is tra r”  
schemes w ould resu lt on ly  in  token regis­
tra tio n  of Negroes. U nder them federal 
reg is tra tion  could on ly  fo llo w  a lengthy 
law su it, w ith  tw o possible appeals. And, 
as w ith  school desegregation, i t  w ould re­
qu ire  a separate law su it in  each of the 
thousands of e lectora l d is tric ts  in  the 
South. M eanw hile  the Southern legislators 
could, i f  they wished, keep carving up the 
d is tric ts  by reapportion ing and ge rry ­
mandering.

To res tric t the c iv il-r ig h ts  legislation 
to the vo ting  issue, is the strategy of 
D em ocratic leader Lyndon  Johnson. H is 
plan is to pe rm it the filibus te r to continue 
u n t il the House passes a b i l l  whose only- 
substance w i l l  be the reg is tra r plan. Then 
in  the name of saving the Senate from  
fu rth e r exhaustion he can ca ll fo r passage 
of the House b i l l  w ith o u t amendment.

T ry in g  to outb id  the Democrats by 
one or tw o per cent, the Republican lead­
ership is pushing a s im ila r vo ting  b i l l  w ith  
tw o l i t t le  extras. N e ithe r has any sub­
stance, but the N ixon  forces believe they 
w i l l  be eye catchers fo r Negro voters.

One is a t ip  of the hat to school deseg­
regation, au thoriz ing  federal financia l aid 
to d is tric ts  w h ich  desegregate. The other 
gives a congressional b ir th  certificate — 
bu, t no power — to the ineffectua l Com­
m ittee  on G overnm ent Contracts w h ich 
exists under a presidentia l executive 
order.

N e ither cap ita lis t pa rty  re a lly  gives 
a damn about the Negro people. That is 
w hy they propose such weak c iv il-r ig h ts  
legislation in  Congress.

I f  the Democrats and Republicans 
were t ru ly  concerned about equa lity  they 
could r ig h t now legislate a system of fed­
eral vo ting  reg is tra tion  w h ich  w ould  not 
requ ire  hundreds or thousands of long- 
draw n-out lawsuits; they could fix  a 
specific date and mechanism fo r to ta l 
school desegregation w ith  penalties fo r 
v io la tion ; and the powerless Com m ittee on 
G overnm ent Contracts could be empower­
ed and directed to cancel contracts w ith  
employers g u ilty  of d iscrim ina tion  in  h ir ­
ing or upgrading.

The Fight on 'Apartheid' Here
Last week we reported tha t the A F L - 

CIO Executive Council had jo ined B ritish , 
West European and A frican  labor organi­
zations in  ca lling  fo r a boycott of South 
A fr ica n  goods.

The A F L-C IO  council voiced “ deep 
concern”  over the South A fr ica n  govern­
m en t’s continued “ b ru ta l and inhum an 
racia l policies”  and asked tha t U . S. con­
sumers re fra in  from  purchasing goods im ­
ported from  tha t country.

We read ily  concur in  the A FL-C IO  
Executive C ouncil’s proposal and in  its 
denunciation of South A fr ic a ’s apartheid 
policies — even i f  i t  seems th a t the labor 
leaders had to w a it fo r T o ry  P rim e M in is ­
te r M acm illan  o f B r ita in  to c ritic ize  South 
A fr ica n  racism before they decided to act 
themselves.

B u t how about the labor movem ent 
also launching a boycott against the A m er­
ican version of apartheid — namely, J im  
Crow?

A fte r  a ll, th is  coun try ’s boycott of 
South A fr ica n  goods can con tribu te  li t t le  
more than m ora l support to the figh t 
against apartheid.

On the other hand, a well-organized 
mass movement against w h ite  supremacy 
in th is  country  can deal solid blows for 
the advancement of c iv il rights.

In  fact, the most substantia l aid the 
A F L-C IO  can give the em battled South 
A fr ica n  Negroes is to help demolish J im  
Crow  in  th is  country. For Am erican segre­
gation has been a model fo r those South 
A fr ica n  race re lations tha t the A F L-C IO  
Council declared “ do violence to a ll con­
cepts of decency and m o ra lity . ”

A  boycott movem ent is now spreading 
in  the South against five-and-dim e and 
drugstore chains tha t d iscrim ina te  against 
Negroes at lunch counters. Students in  the 
N orth  are organizing p icke ting  in  support; 
of the c iv il-r ig h ts  figh ters in  the South.

In  th is  cruc ia l domestic struggle 
against racism the labor leaders have been 
sham efu lly  silent.

T he ir do-nothing po licy  m ust be 
changed. Labor m ust ra lly  to the aid of 
the em battled boycotters in  the South. The 
scope of the struggle m ust be w idened 
u n t il J im  Crow and apartheid are w iped 
off the face of the earth.

African Working Class 
Shows Fighting Temper

Let's Stop Screening "Risks"
The “ in d u s tr ia l security ”  executive 

order issued by President Eisenhower Feb. 
20 supposedly guarantees to defense p lan t 
w orkers accused of being “ security  risks”  
the r ig h t to confront witnesses.

A c tu a lly , i t  doesn’t  guarantee th is  
r ig h t —  qu ite  the opposite. The order is 
in tended to com ply w ith  the Supreme. 
C ourt ru lin g  in  the case of W. L. Greene, 
an engineering executive who was fired 
from  his job  as a “ security  r is k . ”  The h igh 
court held tha t the Defense D epartm ent 
had no legal basis fo r acting against h im  on 
the testim ony of “ faceless in fo rm ers”  — 
th a t is, witnesses whose id e n tity  was w ith ­
held from  the accused and often from  the 
t r ia l board, ih e  real purpose of the new 
executive order is to provide th a t “ lega l” 
basis.

This is done by a llow ing  exceptions to 
the ru le  of confronta tion  broad enough to 
render i t  meaningless. For example, a w it ­
ness need not be produced at a hearing i f  
he is a “ confidentia l in fo rm an t who has 
been engaged in  obta in ing in te lligence and 
in fo rm a tion  fo r the governm ent. ”

That clause exempts from  cross-exam­
ina tion  — in  fact, from  iden tifica tion  — 
the governm ent’s entire  stable of profes­
sional in form ers, inc lud ing  those who, like  
H arvey Matusow  o r  M anning Johnson, 
have been exposed as out-and-out lia rs  in  
various court tr ia ls  th roughout the 
country.

The governm ent can also make an ex­
ception to the ru le  of confronta tion  i f  the 
w itness is said to be unable to te s tify  be­
cause of “ death, severe illness or s im ila r 
cause. ”

A nd  i f  th a t doesn’t  offer su ffic ien t 
loopholes, the order provides th a t an in ­
fo rm a n t’s id e n tity  m ay be w ith h e ld  —

though his testim ony s t i l l  counts — fo r 
“ good and su ffic ien t”  cause.

These “ exceptions”  have already 
prom pted the Am erican Jew ish Congress, 
and the W orkers Defense League to pro­
test the new order, w ith  the AJC  ra is ing 
the question of “ w hether any in d u s tr ia l se­
c u r ity  program  remains necessary. ”

In  our opinion, the flou ting  o f c iv il 
libe rties  in  the app lication of the “ secur­
i t y ”  program  is a d irec t reflection o f the 
tho rough ly  undem ocratic character of the 
program  itse lf.

The program  is designed to hun t out 
and v ic tim ize  w orkers because of th e ir  
po litica l views. I t  has also been used to aid 
employers in  r id d in g  themselves of m i l i t ­
ant unionists. Thousands of w orkers have 
been v ic tim ized  under the program  and not 
a single one has been charged w ith  the 
commission of an ille g a l act.

Furtherm ore, the overa ll purpose of 
the screening program  has been to promote 
a though t-contro l atmosphere in  the coun­
try . This is recognized even by  m any of 
those who regard the new executive order 
as a s ign ificant step away from  M cC arthy- 
ism.

For example, New Y o rk  Times Wash­
ington correspondent, A n thony  Lew is, who 
holds the v iew  tha t the coun try  is re tu rn ­
ing  to a more lib e ra l po litica l clim ate, 
w ro te  Feb. 21: “ O f course, the p ic tu re  is 
not e n tire ly  rosy. . .  The vast mechanism 
of the security  program  is in tac t and s t il l 
subject to grave abuses. Undoubtedly, 
Am ericans s t i l l  fee l somewhat re luc tan t to 
jo in  some organizations or to express 
rad ica l thoughts. ”

The screening of so-called, security 
risks is an infam ous b lo tch  on Am erican 
democracy. L e t’s abolish it !

By James Baker

The im peria lists have much 
more at stake in  the “ w h ite  set­
t le r”  states than they have in  
“ B lack”  A frica . Since the w ar, 
more than h a lf the new invest­
m ent of overseas capita l in  
A frica  has gone to South A f r i ­
ca, the Belgian Congo and the 
Centra l A f r i c a n  Federation. 
Huge profits have been taken 
out by overseas investors; 
these economies have been ex­
panding at a fantastic rate.

In  these te rrito ries  the m ain 
fo rm  of exp lo ita tioh  o f the A f r i ­
can peoples is through wage- 
labor on European farms, and 
in  mines and factories. They 
are employed as unskilled  
w orkers at low  wages, and 
many depend on th e ir land 
holdings in the reserves to p ro ­
vide food fo r th e ir fam ilies and 
fo r themselves when they are 
no longer able to w ork . In ­
creasing numbers have, how ­
ever, succeeded in  establishing 
themselves in  the towns as an 
urbanized p ro le taria t.

From the po in t of v iew  of the 
im peria lists, f u t u r e  develop­
m ent in  these te rrito ries  is 
lim ite d  by several factors. Since 
the w h ite  population is in su ffi­
c ient to p rovide w orkers fo r 
fu r th e r indus tria l expansion, i f  
th is is to take place, more e f­
fective  use m ust be made of 
A frica n  labor. This means tha t 
the “ color”  bar in  industry  
w hich restric ts  A fricans to un ­
sk illed  jobs m ust be lifted . I t  
also means tha t the legis lation 
w h ich  prevents A fricans from  
se ttling  perm anently  in  the 
towns m ust be rescinded.

In  the present conditions w ith  
the A fr ik a n e r nationalists in  
power, and w ith  th e ir ideology 
of w h ite  supremacy, both these 
measures are impossible. W hite  
industria lis ts  in  both Southern 
Rhodesia and in  the U nion of 
South A frica  have attacked the 
the s tu p id ity  o f preventing 
A fricans fro m  acqu iring  indus­
tr ia l skills. They do so be­
cause they are concerned w ith  
m aking  profits, no t because they 
are concerned about human 
equality. B u t they have not 
succeeded in  convincing the na­
tionalists.

The A frica n  w o rk in g  class i t ­
self has up t i l l  recently  ex­
pressed its refusal to assist in  
its ow n / exp lo ita tion  in  nega­
tive  ways; by th iev ing, idleness, 
i l l ic i t  b rew ing and other form s 
o f “ crim e. ”  Since they are 
denied a place in  society they 
have demonstrated th e ir  in d if ­
ference to  its values.

More recently, h o w e v e r ,  
there have been signs th a t this 
w o rk in g  class is becoming more 
m ilita n t and tha t its class con­
sciousness m ay be deepening. 
There have been large-scale 
strikes o f A frica n  w orkers em­
ployed on the K a riba  dam, on 
the Durban docks, on the East 
A frica n  ra ilw ays and on the 
transport services o f the B e l­
gian Congo.

Conflicts between A fricans 
and the police have become more 
frequent and more v io len t; the 
incidence o f robbery  w ith  v io ­
lence in  the U nion has increased. 
To th is the various governments 
have responded w ith  repressive 
legislation, the tra in in g  o f r io t 
squads, and the im prisonm ent 
and exile  o f A frica n  leaders.

Contacts b e t w e e n  A frica n  
workers and the European
working-class tra d it io n  is m in i­
mal. The A fricans on ly  con­
tact w ith  the heritage o f p ro­
le ta rian  in te rna tiona lism  has 
been lim ite d  to the various 
maneuvers w ith  w h i c h  the 
representatives o f the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy h a v e  d istorted
local working-class struggles.
So fa r there is l it t le  sign of the 
emergence o f a M a rx is t leader­
ship among the A fricans; b u t 
ne ithe r is there any sign o f re ­
form ism .

In  th e ir present circumstances 
the A fr ic a n  w orkers m ay soon 
begin to understand th a t they

can re ly  on ly  on themselves to 
end th e ir exp lo ita tion . A nd  if  
they once take up the struggle, 
even under na tiona lis t leader­
ship, i t  w i l l  be alm ost impos­
sible to confine i t  w ith in  the 
same fram ew ork  o f constitu ­
tiona l a c tiv ity  as has occurred 
in “ B lack”  A frica .

I f  armed struggles begin in 
the p redom inantly  p ro le tarian  
areas of the U nion o f South 
A frica , Southern Rhodesia, the 
N orthern  Rhodesian Copper 
Be lt and the Congo, there is no 
te llin g  how  fa r they m igh t 
spread. The peasant masses of 
“ B lack”  A fr ica  w ou ld  not stand 
aside id ly  w h ile  th e ir p ro le ­
ta rian  brothers were figh ting  in 
the south. The w hole fram e­
w ork  o f im pe ria lis t exp lo ita tion  
w ou ld  be in  ruins.

This is the danger w hich 
M acm illan has glimpsed; as the 
representative o f w o rld  im ­
peria lism  he is seeking to 
stabilize the s itua tion  in  A frica  
before i t  is too late. Even i f  
this means th row ing  overboard 
the representatives of the w h ite

m ino rities  th is  w il l  be a sm all 
price to pay.

B u t he m ust s t i l l  find  repre ­
sentatives o f A frica n  na tiona l­
ism in  South A frica  and else­
where w ith  whom i t  is possible 
to negotiate on the basis o f a 
share o f the profits o f im p e ria l­
ism. W hether he can do th is  is 
doubtfu l.

And he w i l l  s t i l l  have to 
deal w ith  the re vo lt o f the 
w hites in  Kenya, C entra l A frica  
and the U nion o f South A frica  
who w i l l  no t accept being 
dropped so easily. M acM illan  
w il l  need a ll his astuteness to 
deal w ith  th is  s ituation.

(Reprinted from the Feb. 20 
Newsletter, British revolution­
ary-socialist publication. )

The Uninvited Guest
The A m erican Association of 

A dve rtis ing  Agencies has ad­
vised its members th a t they 
should d isp lay be tte r taste in  the 
preparation o f TV  commercials 
dealing w ith  laxatives, deodo­
rants, etc., because “ the adver­
tiser is a guest in  the fa m ily  
liv in g  room . ”

The American 
Way of Life

Pets A re  Part of the Family
Several weeks ago we reported in  this column the  

observation of a designer that a well-dressed child “com* 
plements a parent as effectively as a diamond or a poodle. *
B u t we d idn ’t  grasp the fu l l* —    ----------- —
im po rt o f tha t statem ent u n til ded. B ibs tr im m ed  In lace and 
we read a repo rt in  the Feb. 21 ribbon  w ith  ‘M y Darling’ emr 
New Y o rk  Times Magazine on broidered in  p in k  or blue, 
how  Americans dress t h e i r  Fancy m oto ring  goggles ($7. 75). ”  
poodles. For example:  Perhaps some back-b iting  t jn -

"A p a i r  of Manhattan Am ericans w i l l  argue _ that
poodles were recently out- money spent fo r  such iteifiS
fitted in white and navy could be p u l to  be tte r use. f iw
sailor suits and caps for their H ow ard Pell, “ a dignified,
yacht cruise to Florida. White ruddy, no-nonsense”  f e l l o w
leather leads with leather points out tha t c ity  dogs need
middy collars, terry-cloth at- to be p rope rly  a ttire d  because^
ler-swim robes in baby blue they are accustomed to W^rm
and salmon, a black-tie eve- apartm ents and go ou t only a
ning jacket and a brocade few  tim es a day. M r. Pell is,
evening dress 'for night club- co-owner o f M ild re d  Pell-. Ca*,
bing, ' and flower-sprigged ny- nine Creations.
Ion pajamas completed the A nd i t  ce rta in ly  is no indica* 
travel wardrobe. " tion  of s illy  snobbishness on the*
Just a couple o f exceptiona lly  P a l ' t  o f the lov ing  owners. This-

w ell-trea ted  poodles?  N ot at is dem onstrated by the report
all Read this- ° f  the p rop rie to r o f Poodles

“ A t a Sutton Place canine Boutique, a fashionable canine 
beauty parlor, w h ile  the custom- beauty salon. He finds th a t the 
ers. sat under dryers and had trend  in  names fo r  our better 
the nails on a ll fo u r feet painted dogs is tow ard  such unpreten* 
gold or s ilver, hanging from  the H°V, S handles as Irving or 
pegs in  the cloakroom  were: a Nellie .
paisley coat w ith  m atch ing lead, N or does a s ty lish  get-out 
an autum n haze m in k  coat and prevent the dog fro m  b e in g  a  
a gray chesterfield w ith  b lack regu la r fe lla . One veterinarian, 
ve lve t co lla r and a t in y  b lack who has seen dogs decked o u t 
l a c e  handkerch ie f f lu tte r in g  in  a ll k inds o f je w e lry , repotts: 
from  the pocket. ”  “ A  dog does no t have oUr

Last year Americans spent sense o f social values. ”  
some $150 m illio n  on acces- M arybeth  Weston, author of 
sories fo r th e ir 26 m illio n  dogs, the Times’ artic le , sayS: “Per* 
True, most o f th is  money w en t haps i t  is a m ark  o f a healthy 
fo r o rd ina ry  leashes, collars, c iv iliza tio n  th a t well-dressed 
feeding bowls, etc. B u t there people feel th a t their dogs 
was also a b risk  business in  should also have snug coats and 
such item s as kn itte d  booties, boots on a cold day. ”  
ra in  slickers, ski pants, b lack "Surely, " she continues, " it 
ve lve t opera capes, b lack lace is an improvement on the
britches, four-poster canopied Australian aborigine who, it
beds and canine cologne.  is said, instead of blanketing

One o f New Y o rk ’s be tte r his dog must use his dogs as
shops, Saks F if th  Avenue, offers blankets (a 'three-dog night'
the fo llo w in g : “ A  glass, gold is ‘ rather chilly; a 'iive-dog
and rhinestone cookie ja r  w ith  night' is b itter). "
a dog (his ow n breed, of course) No question about it, Miss 
and ‘M y  Favorite  Y um m y’ hand- Weston. Even an aborig ine  
painted on the side. A  com- w ould have to agree i t ’s a better 
b ina tion  safe (‘M y Personal w ay o f life .
Treasures’) to ho ld  his jew eled — Alex Harte
collars and earrings. A  b lack ------------------------
(or p ink) lace ca rry ing  bag and Why not pass this copy of th«  
m atching coat, rhinestone stud- M ilitant on to a friend?

. . .  How War on Babies Began in 1798
(Continued from  Page 1)

khee buckles and a powdered w ig. I t  w ould seem fittin g , 
however, to avoid siich a disrespectful a ttitude ; and, instead, 
extend to the Reverend the benefit of a modern approach 
such as his m odern Thews deserve.

Psychoanalysts should find  the good parson of consid­
erable interest. A  curious b lank  exists in  his sex life . I t  
appears tha t he d id  not engage in  th is  common fie ld of 
human endeavor u n t il his m arriage at the age of 39. Not 
tha t he was ignoran t o f w hat the b irds and the bees and 
people do. I t  was ju s t tha t his p r im a ry  in terest was to keep 
the popula tion down. To accomplish th is  laudable aim, he 
advocated “ m ora l re s tra in t”  and he re a lly  seems to have 
been one to practice w ha t he preached.

H is re la tion  to his fa the r m ig h t likew ise  be w o rth  
psychoanalytica l probing. D an ie l M althus, a lthough a 
“ gentleman of good fa m ily  and independent fo rtune, of 
considerable cu ltu re , ”  was a fe llo w -tra ve le r of the French 
R evolution. In  fact a P arliam enta ry  U n -B ritish  A c tiv itie s  
Com m ittee m igh t easily have proved tha t he was Jacobin- 
m inded.

For instance, among the friends of D anie l M althus 
was Jean Jacques Rousseau, a notorious French advocate 
o f the theory tha t governm ent should be based on the con­
sent of the people.

D anie l M a lthus also associated h im se lf w ith  the ideas 
of Condorcet, a pam phleteer of the French R evolution. 
A n tire lig ious , an ti-C hris tian  and an tiroya lis t, Condorcet 
contribu ted to the Encyclopedic edited by the m a te ria lis tic  
D iderot. The hum an race, Condorcet held, had advanced 
to enlightenm ent, v ir tu e  and happiness from  a condition 
not superior to tha t of o ther animals. He argued tha t from  
the h is to ry  o f the past we can get an ind ica tion  of the 
pattern  of the fu tu re . H is v iew  was op tim is tic  and sunny; 
in  tim e, he believed, in equa lity  of nations w i l l  be destroyed, 
as w i l l  inequa lity  between classes. He also believed tha t 
human nature is capable o f inde fin ite  p e rfe c tib ility , in te l­
lec tua lly , m o ra lly  and physica lly.

As i f  such subversive views were not enough, Danie l 
M a lth u s . associated h im se lf w ith  the ideas of W illia m  
Godwin, a B ritis h  firebrand who declared, “ God h im se lf 
has no r ig h t to be a ty ra n t. ”  Once a C alv in is t, Godw in 
became converted to the m a te ria lis t v iews of the Encyclo­
pedists. He denounced accumulated p rope rty  as a m on­
strous in justice, m a in ta in ing  tha t p roperty  should be ava il­
able to any who need it. He considered m arriage the w orst 
of a ll legal ins titu tions. Governm ent, he believed, is in ­
he ren tly  ev il and w i l l  even tua lly  be outgrown. Godw in 
had great power of in fluencing men, especially “ enthusias­
tic  young people, who hung on his words as those of a 
prophet. ”  Am ong his disciples he counted the renowned 
poet Percy Bysshe Shelley-, an avowed atheist, who eloped 
w ith  his daughter. (M ary  was a ta lented woman, whom 
H o llyw ood should im m orta lize  in  the pavement at Sunset 
and V ine as the author o f Frankenste in . )

Young Tom M althus found his fa th e r’s subversive 
background ra the r pa in fu l. However, instead of tu rn in g  
b itte r, as m igh t have been expected, or developing neu­
ro tic  symptoms, he took a hea lthy figh ting  stance w h ich  
the' A m erican Legion m ig h t have approved. He set out to 
convince his fa the r tha t revo lu tiona ry  views are utopian. 
N ot having m uch of an o rig in a l m ind, he dug around 
among old books and publications u n t i l  he came up w ith  
a set o f arguments w h ich  he though t w ou ld  shake anyone. 
These he fitte d  together in 'a  m anuscript.

W hether D anie l M a lthus was re a lly  bow led over by. 
the dusty arguments, or fe lt  a k in d ly  paterna l in te rest in  
Tom ’s career, he encouraged the 32-year-old lad to pub lish  
the m anuscript. The resu lting  pam phlet in  1798 was an, 
instant success. B ritis h  ru lin g  circles considered i t  a dazz­
lin g  answer to the subversive ideas about lib e rty , fraternal 
i ty  and equa lity  em anating from  the French Revolution .

B r ita in ’s ru le rs  took the you th ’s argum ent as confirnja-, 
tion  of th e ir  v iew  tha t i t  is h a rm fu l to seek a be tte r society. 
I f  hum an nature  is such tha t popula tion w i l l  always o. ut-_ 
s trip  the food supply, the poor and hung ry  w i l l  be w ith  us 
forever, since i t  is obvious th a t you can’t  change hum an 
nature. I t  is, moreover, fu t i le  to he lp the poor. Indefe^ 
ch a rity  is ha rm fu l, fo r  i t  encourages them  to reproduce.

The Encyclopedia B ritann ica  (th irteen th  ed ition) o f­
fers th is  objective judgm ent of the reception g iven M a l­
thus ’ pam phlet:

" Ii  can scarcely be doubled lhal Ihe favor which was at 
once accorded to Ihe views of Malthus in certain circle? Yfes 
due in part to an impression, very welcome to the highest 
ranks of society, that they tended to relieve the rich afidi 
powerful of responsibility for the condition of the working 
classes, by showing that the latter had chiefly themselves to 
blame, and not either the negligence of their superiors or the 
institutions of the country. The application of his doctrine?, 
too, made by some of his successors had the effect of discour­
aging all active effort tot social improvement. Thus Chalmers 
'reviews seriatim and gravely sets aside all the schemes 
usually proposed for the amelioration of the economic condi­
tion of the people' on the ground that an increase of comfort 
w ill lead to an increase of numbers, and so the last state of 
things w ill be worse than the first. "

From  the same source we learn  tha t not m uch confi­
dence can be placed in  M a lthus ’ propositions:

In  the conceptions of Malthus and his followers, "a single 
social imperfection assumed such portentous dimensions lhat 
it seemed to overcloud the whole heaven and threaten th|* 
world w ith ruin. "

The "celebrated proposition" that "population increases 
in geometrical, food in an arithmetical ratio" has been "con­
clusively shown to be erroneous, there being no such differ­
ence of law between the increase of man and that of th® 
organic beings which form his food. "

In  b rie f, the theory of M a lthus was s im p ly  p a rt o f th® 
reactionary propaganda fostered by  the vested interests 
of the tim e as a check, not against popula tion g row th , b u t 
against the spread of the French Revolution. The re v iva l 
of the M a lthus ian  v iew  today is best appreciated against 
the background of the upheavals w h ic h  began w ith  the  
October 1917 R evo lu tion  in  Russia.

M althus h im se lf thus tu rns  out to be no more help to 
us in  beating back the phalanxes of the w o r ld ’s babies 
than his d istinguished discip le S ir Charles D a rw in . We 
seem to have an enemy tha t is t ru ly  inv inc ib le . W ith  100, - 
000 new recru its  a day donning the u n ifo rm  of the d iaper 
and the safety p in , i t  looks like  no th ing  w i l l  be le ft in  our 
re frige ra to rs  soon except the chrom ium  tr im .

How long w i l l  i t  be before fam ine sets in? This 
shouldn’t  be hard to figure  out. Yet, s trangely enough, the  
most devoted m odern-day advocates of M a lthus ’ v iew s seem 
re luc tan t to p red ic t even an approxim ate date when can­
n iba lism  can be expected to begin. W hy is this?

The tru th  is th a t a ca re fu l check of our food supply 
leads us to an amazing discovery.

(Next week: Our Food Supply. )



It  W as as Cold 
As a Cop's Heart
E d ito r:

I  never d id  like  cops, and 
a fte r an experience I  had last 
n ig h t I  lik e  them  even less.

A  fr ie n d  and I  were w a lk ­
ing  home around m idn igh t. I t  
was freezing cold. As we 
passed U nion Square, a woman 
w ho was w a lk in g  her dog to ld  
us a man was ca lling  fo r help 
dow n the block.

We w en t over and found an 
o ld  man, perhaps in  his eigh­
ties, ly in g  on the steps of Wash­
ing ton  Irv in g  H igh School. He 
was calling, “ Someone please 
he lp  me. ”

We got h im  to his feet bu t he 
could bare ly  stand. He was 
tre m b lin g  v io le n tly  fro m  the 
cold. H e  had scraped his hand 
and i t  was covered w ith  blood.

He was fin a lly  able to exp la in  
th a t he lived  at a nursing home 
fo r  o ld men about a m ile  away. 
He had gone to a m ovie and 
w hen he came out apparently  
became confused, w alked in  the 
w rong  d irec tion  and fin a lly  ju s t

collapsed on the school steps.
We were try in g  to figure  out 

how  to get h im  home when we 
saw a police car approaching. 
We hailed i t  and explained the 
problem  to the tw o  cops, to ld  
them  where he live d  and sug­
gested maybe they could drive  
h im  home.

The w in d  was w h is tlin g  r ig h t 
through tha t o ld m an as we 
held h im  up beside the pa tro l 
car. The tw o cops looked at 
h im  through the w indow  and 
one said tha t i f  he wanted, they 
could call an ambulance to take 
h im  to a hospita l fo r a check 
on his hand. B u t they couldn’t 
take h im  home.

“ W hy not? ”
“ This is in  the N in th  P re­

cinct. I  th in k  where he lives is 
in  the Tenth. Can’t  take h im . ”

They ro lled  the w indow  up 
to keep out the cold and drove 
off. We fin a lly  managed to hail 
a cab to take h im  home.

I  doubt th a t I ’l l  soon forget 
the s ight o f th a t suffering old 
man or those tw o cold-blooded 
cops.

H . C.
N ew Y o rk

W ould Like to See 
A  Lot M ore Articles 
On Basic Socialism
E dito r:

H ow  about some artic les on 
basic socialism in  the M ilitan t?  
I  th in k  most w orkers are quite 
thorough ly  convinced tha t capi­
ta lism  is corrupt, etc., etc. D rew  
Pearson and others are doing 
a good job  in  th is respect.

Le t us show the a lte rna tive  
to cap ita lis t corrup tion, crisis, 
etc.

L e t us have an a rtic le  on so­
cia lism  (some aspect) in  each 
issue o f the M ilita n t.

Weeks go by w ith o u t any 
socialist articles. W hat are we, 
reform ists? Look over some of 
the back issues! I f  you were to 
p ick up the M ilita n t fo r the firs t 
tim e  w ou ld  you know  tha t it  
was supposed to be a socialist 
paper?

H. L .
Philade lph ia

"Black Orpheus"
B y Trent H u tte r

The m agnificent m otion  p ic tu re  th a t won 
the highest aw ard at the 1959 Cannes F ilm  
Festiva l is more than ju s t a modernized v e r­
sion o f the Greek Orpheus legend set among the 
Negroes o f R io de Janeiro. “ B lack Orpheus”  is 
an engrossing tale o f the m an in  each genera­
tio n  who enchants his fe llow -m en, “ makes the 
sun rise”  th rough his a rtis tic  creativeness and 
the g ift- o f music; and who, as an artis t, feels 
m ore in tense ly the emotion o f unending love 
and the im placable pow er o f Death, to whom 
he loses his beloved Eurydice. I t  is a ta le of 
Orpheus e te rna lly  destroyed by b lin d  fu ries and 
e terna lly , in v in c ib ly  reborn in  various form s— 
one of today’s l it t le  boys becoming the master 
o f tom orrow .

“ B lack Orpheus”  is also a ta le o f genius 
among the ve ry  poor. French d irector M arcel 
Camus did not a ttem pt to  a rt if ic ia lly  g ra ft the 
ancient m y th  on some sophisticated pe tty -bou r­
geois m ilie u  of our tim e. He w ent to  the Negro 
pro le ta ria t o f trop ica l B razil, to the  “ M orros, ” 
those steep b luffs above the gleam ing m etro ­
polis, where the r ic h  and the tourists do not 
care to  wander. M any Negro w orkers live  
here in  m iserable shacks “ knocked together ou t 
o f pe tro l cans and bits o f wood, ”  the so-called 
“ Favelas, ”  overhanging an elegant ne ighbor­
hood o f the w e ll-to -do .

A m ids t a panorama o f utm ost splendor, the 
M orros’ inhabitan ts lead an existence o f d rudg ­
ery, try in g  to make both ends meet. B u t once 
a year, at C arn iva l, they can fre e ly  le t ou t th e ir 
pent-up urge tow ard  a m ore jo y fu l life . To 
them, C arn iva l is a b rie f m om ent o f fu lfilm e n t, 
Of almost u n lim ite d  self-expression. A t C ar­
n iva l, three days each year, they have the r ig h t 
to  invade the w ea lthy  d is tr ic t below  the c liffs  
w ith  th e ir e n th ra lling  songs and dances. Near 
the  end o f “ B lack Orpheus, ”  the  hero sings: 
“ The w o rke r to ils  a w hole year fo r  one day o f 
happiness.. . .  ”

The B raz ilian  ru lin g  class has genera lly 
encouraged the frenzy  o f R io ’s C arn iva l as a 
welcome safety valve. Y e t i t  w ou ld  be qu ite  
w rong to believe th is celebration to  be m ere ly 
a senseless orgy. The orgiastic features are u n ­
deniable; b u t the C arn iva l is a co lo rfu l fes tiva l 
o f fo lk  art, too. I t  demonstrates the v ita l ity  
o f the A fro-Ind ian-P ortuguese heritage th a t has 
shaped the c iv iliza tio n  o f the B raz ilian  masses.

The B razilian  Negro Orpheus in  the film  is 
a streetcar conductor and, at C arn iva l, the 
much adm ired head of the M orros’ fo lk -a r t so­
ciety, an excellent gu ita ris t, singer and dancer. 
Marcel Camus and w r ite r  Jacques V io t have 
perfectly  blended the s to ry ’s m yth ica l and so­
cial significance. The symbolism  never becomes 
heavy-footed. E ve ry th ing  rings true. The char­
acters are no abstractions. The rh y th m  o f the 
C arn iva l scenes is b rea th-tak ing, the p ic tu re ’s 
poetic beauty overw helm ing.

The drama takes place du ring  C arn iva l; fo r 
at C arnival, Orpheus the w o rke r becomes O r­
pheus the artist. In  the encounter w ith  Eurydice 
he finds complete love. W h ile  the C arn iva l is 
ebbing, the g ir l is k illed . The w e ird  rites o f a 
half-pagan sect cannot b ring  her back to  the 
desperate Orpheus. W ith  the end of C arn iva l 
Orpheus dies, Euryd ice ’s body in  his arms. B u t 
a ta lented boy inherits  his gu itar. He plays it, 
and ch ild ren  dance in  the ris ing  sun. . .

In  po rtray ing  the Negro people of Rio, the ir 
delicate and vigorous tra its , th e ir liv in g  condi­
tions, hopes and festiv ities, w ith o u t sugary idea l­
iza tion bu t w ith  thorough hum an understand­
ing, the author and the d irector d id  not s im p ly 
p rovide “ B lack Orpheus”  w ith  a fascinating 
exotic background. The B razilian  Negroes’ w o rld  
is a necessary p a rt o f th is genuine w o rk  o f art. 
The drama grows out o f it ,  a lthough its u n i­
versal content is obvious. This Orpheus is a 
m usician o f poor w o rk ing  men and women, a 
ch ild  o f the anonymous mass. The poverty  o f th is 
p ro le ta ria t is appalling. However, its m ateria l 
w an t is not coupled w ith  a rig id  system of racist 
hum ilia tion . They need not have the somewhat 
self-conscious moods of the Am erican Negro 
ghetto, the resentment and fears produced by 
d iscrim ination  and violence.

A  fina l w ord  o f praise fo r the w o nderfu lly  
convincing Negro actors and actresses: Breno 
M ello  (Orpheus), Marpessa D aw n (Eurydice), 
Lourdes De O live ira , Lea Garcia, and a ll the 
others w ith o u t exception. I t  is g ra tify in g  to see 
so harm onious a resu lt o f co llaboration between 
a European team (whose financial n^eans were 
so modest th a t production had to be in te rrup ted  
fo r m onths! ) and Negro perform ers. T he ir com­
mon enthusiasm and th a t o f the 4, 000 extras 
(who d idn ’t  even w an t paym ent) overcame a ll 
the d ifficu lties . They knew  i t  was w orth -w h ile .
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Notes in the News
C A N 'T  ESCAPE IT  —  Dr. N icholas N yaradi, 

a fo rm er m in is te r o f finance in  H ungary, now 
on the p ayro ll o f B rad ley U n ive rs ity , warned 
a M innesota Telephone Association convention 
th a t “ i f  the present trend  continues, in  15 or 
20 years a ll o f you here w i l l  d raw  you r meager 
paychecks from  you r state governm ent o r 
fro m  our federal governm ent in  W ashington 
because Am erica is heading tow ard  socialism. ”  
He also g lum ly  predicted th a t despite the best 
in tentions o f the labor o ffic ia ldom , any fo rm  o f 
un ion  pa rtic ipa tion  in  po litics w ou ld  lead in ­
e v ita b ly  tow ard  socialism.

*  *  *

KEEP COOL, FOO L — I t  is ve ry  im portan t 
th a t the pub lic  become fa m ilia r  w ith  the nature 
of the  im m ediate symptoms o f the rad ia tion  
sickness th a t w ou ld  fo llo w  an atom ic attack, 
says the  Journa l o f the Am erican M edical As­
sociation. I f  i t  isn ’t  realized th a t extrem e 
nausea and vom iting  are on ly  a transient b y ­
p roduct o f the illness, the s ight o f a lo t o f 
people so a fflic ted  may induce mass hysteria  
at a tim e when everyone should rem ain cool,
calm  and collected.

*  •  •

THE G O OD-NEIGHBOR P O LIC Y  — The
M exican governm ent has s trong ly  protested 
U. S. dum ping o f radioactive atom ic waste 
m ate ria l in  the G u lf o f M exico. The A tom ic 
Energy Commission has licensed a Texas firm  
to  dum p the deadly waste about h a lf w ay be­
tween U. S. and M exican shores. The State 
Departm ent has warned the AEC th a t i t  may 
precip ita te  w ide pub lic  protest in  M exico and
o ther countries in  the hemisphere.

*  » •

BED-SHEET BR IG A D E  CO N SO LID ATES
. — U na ffilia ted  K u  K lu x  K la n  organizations, re ­
po rted ly  from  17 southeastern and southwestern 
states, m et in  A tla n ta  Feb. 27-28 and consoli­
dated under the  name o f K n igh ts  o f the K u  
K lu x  K lan , Inc. They claim ed 42, 000 members 
fo r  the n ig h t-r id in g , rac is t o u tf it and said 
organizers were being sent in to  New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware as the
opener fo r  a 30-state m em bership drive.

*  *  »

C U T-R ATE TEACHERS — The N ew Y o rk  
C ity  Board o f Education, appointed by Demo­
cra tic  M ayo r W agner w ho was elected as a 
“ fr ie n d  o f labor, ” - is considering a proposition 
to  cope w ith  the shortage o f school teachers by 
re h ir in g  re tire d  ones a t 75 per cent o f the ir, 
fo rm e r pay. The p lan  has been opposed b y  ¿11

teachers’ organizations. Samuel Hockberg,
chairm an of the U nited Federation o f Teachers,
rem inded the board tha t i f  p riva te  industry
were to dare to re-em ploy re tired  w orkers  at
low er pay i t  w ou ld  b rin g  “ an im m ediate s tr ike . ”  

•  •  •

O IL  BURNER W O R KIN G  — New Y o rk ’s 
Dem ocratic M ayor W agner was on TV  last week 
beating his gums about tak ing  action against 
landlords who fa iled  to p rovide tenants w ith  
proper service. E llen  K re is le r, 13, took h im  
at his w ord  and phoned the studio to te ll h im  
tha t her fa m ily  and the 150 others in  her b u ild ­
ing  w en t fo r days w ith o u t heat. The press 
picked i t  up and the land lord  got up some heat. 
In  fact, the K re is le r fa m ily  reports, he sent up 
so m uch heat du ring  the n ig h t th a t they had 
to open w indows. They suspect he is being 
sp ite fu l bu t observe th a t at least i t  indicates 
the o il bu rner is w o rk ing  a ll r ig h t. The land­
lo rd  had said tha t the lack o f heat was due to
a defect in  the burner.

*  •  •

L E G A L  V IC TO RY FOR WOMEN — M a r­
ried  women in M ichigan won a legal v ic to ry  
when the S late Supreme C ourt upheld an 
appeal Feb. 26 on the r ig h t o f a w ife  to sue 
fo r loss o f consortium  (m arita l com fort and 
companionship). The case invo lved a su it filed 
by Mrs. S h irley  M ontgom ery o f Garden C ity  
against the ow ner o f a car tha t had severely 
in ju re d  her husband. Few states a ffirm  the 
r ig h t o f consortium  fo r women although the 
r ig h t of men to sue on th is basis has been long 
established. * « .

D IS P LA Y S  P O L IT IC A L  T A LE N T  — A lo is 
W illiam s, 16, a w itness at a N ew Y ork  m urder 
tr ia l arising ou t o f a youth  gang feud, was 
asked i f  any o f his friends were members of 
one of the r iv a l gangs. W illiam s displayed how 
hep he is to some o f the dangers o f Am erican 
po litics  by p rom p tly  rep ly ing : “ I never asked 
any of my friends w ha t organizations they be­
longed to. ”

* * lit

B AB Y -S ITTER S BEW AR E — New Y ork  
state offic ia ls have in fo rm ed taxpayers tha t 
money earned by th e ir  ch ild ren  fo r  baby-s it­
tin g  or de live ring  papers or s im ila r chores m ust 
be included in  th e ir report o f taxab le  income. 
Some o f the parents are ba lk ing  at th is  on the 
ground th a t i t  is un-A m prican to act as govern­
m ent stool pigeons and p ry  into- the  p riva te  
affa irs o f th e ir  ch ildren.

. .  Deutscher
(Continued from  Page 2)

great men, great d icta tors act 
under a ll sorts of pressures 
w h ich  copie from  men sm aller 
and unknow n men and from  
ve ry  anonymous masses. They 
are also men and they are the 
men who in  a negative or a 
positive way make h istory. 

COHEN. W hat was i t  — 
DEUTSCHER: Now I  know  I 

am very  often critic ized  because 
I speak about the social forces 
and not about the men who 
make h is to ry  b u t who are the 
social forces? They are men. I t ’s 
just another, another name fo r 
the same th ing , fo r  the same 
characters, - men — men make 
th e ir  h is to ry.

COHEN: W ell w hat was there 
about T ro tsky then and w hat is 
loosely called T ro tskyism  tha t 
drove the S ta lin ists and th e ir 
supporters in  other countries to 
such fu ries against T ro tsky once 
he w ent in to  exile? W hy d id  the 
defeat o f eve ry th ing  T ro tsky 
stood fo r  be in  a sense more 
urgent and more necessary to 
them than the successful devel­
opm ent o f C om m unist forces in 
other countries and matters of 
tha t sort?

DEUTSCHER: W ell I  don’t 
consider m yself a T ro tsky is t 
and —

COHEN:  Y ou’re frequen tly
identified as one.

DEUTSCHER: Yes, I am but 
I don’t  consider m yself a T ro t­
sky is t and as I  said in  the p re ­
face to The Prophet Unarmed 
I th in k  th a t the h is torica l de­
velopm ent is transcending both 
S ta lin ism  and Tro tskyism . . . .

B u t T ro tsky m aintains his 
great place in  h is to ry  and you 
ask w hy, w e ll, th is so furiOus— 
th is  fe roc ity  —  th is  ferocious 
hatred o f T rotsky.

W ell T ro tsky  remains some­
th ing  lik e  the conscience of the 
revo lu tion . You see at the tim e 
when Communism was involved 
in so many compromises, in so 
many crimes, in so much hypo­
crisy, there was something like  
an uneasy conscience in  the 
Communist parties —  in te rna ­
tiona l Communism. A nd  tha t 
conscience, a rticu la te  conscience, 
was —  of Communism —  was 
T ro tsky and you know  w ith  in ­
d iv idua ls as w ith  parties i t  is 
true  tha t you hat. c no one more 
than someone who is you r con­
science at a tim e when you w ant 
to  get rid  of you r conscience.. . .

COHEN: W e ll then to fo llo w  
this po in t through, you r convic­
tion  is ' th a t no tw ithstand ing  
every th ing  tha t has happened, 
I  am speaking of you now  per­
sonally and you r own beliefs as 
a M a rx is t w h ich  you obviously 
are —

DEUTSCHER: Yes, th a t’s the 
one ism tha t I accept w ith  a 
certain pride w ith  th is  reserva­
tion, M a rx  is no t the in fa llib le  
prophet to me either. I  am 
M arx is t in th is  sense tha t I  ac­
cept the M a rx is t method of 
th in k in g , analyzing events, of 
approaching society b u t tha t 
doesn’t  necessarily mean tha t 
M a rx ’s w rit in g s  are sacred 
texts. . . .

COHEN:. . .  you said earlie r 
tha t when you started out in the 
Polish Com m unist p a rty  you 
were very heav ily  influenced by 
T ro tsky ’s teachings and by 
T ro tsky ’s views and tha t since 
then you ’ve revised you r opin-

Julito 26 by Chago Students in Alabama 
Stand Up to Violence

The Negro student struggle has re, ached the Deep 
South and Alabam a students are in  the m idst of a desper­
ate battle . On Feb. 25, a group of 35 students from  Alabam a 
State College in  M ontgom ery*-----------------------------------------------------
sat down at the lunch counter in 
the county courthouse. I t  was 
im m ediate ly closed and S heriff 
B utle r, sw inging a club, appear­
ed on the scene. He ordered the 
students to stand single file  
against the w a ll as state police 
photographed them.

A labam a Governor Patterson 
summoned the president o f the

"B a lanc ing" is the t it le  of th is cartoon by Chago w hich 
appeared in  the Feb. 22 issue of Revolución, newspaper of 
the Ju ly  26 Movem ent. A  d a ily  feature, Chago's cartoons 
express the revo lu tiona ry  mood of the Cuban people. Ju lito  
26 (L i l l ie  J u ly  26), the bearded fo llo w e r of Castro, makes 
sharp points in  Cuban politics, shaking his fist an g rily  at 
Am erican-based planes tha t drop bombs on the cane fields, 
or jib in g  at the coun te r-revo lu tionary  press.

ions on certa in of these ideas. 
May I  ask w ha t these pa rticu la r 
ideas have been where you now 
d iffe r from  Trotsky?

DEUTSCHER: I w o u l d n ’ t 
say — I w ou ld  say T ro tsky  ob­
viously  overrated the chances 
o f and the possib ilities o f so­
c ia lis t revo lu tion  in  the West. 
In  th is respect he continued the 
classical M a rx is t tra d itio n  w hich 
as I said before had th is flaw 
th a t i t  re a lly  underrated the 
stabi l i t y. . .  in  the West and 
the poss ib ility  o f society ex­
panding under capita lism .

W hether th is is a fundam en­
ta l e rro r w hich w il l  be seen as 
such say a hundred years from  
now  or w hether th a t was an 
e rro r in  the estimate o f the im ­
mediate s itua tion  and in  a s it­
uation fo r  th ir ty  o r fo r ty  years 
ahead, tha t is a d iffe ren t ques­
tion ; tha t people w il l  be able 
to discuss a hundred years 
from  now. I  also th in k  tha t 
T ro tsky  in  the last phase of 
his life  was despairing o f So­
v ie t society and saw no pos­
s ib il ity  o f any m ovem ent fo r 
re fo rm  developing w ith in  So­
v ie t society.

COHEN:  Do you th in k  he
was in  e rro r on that?

DEUTSCHER: In  th is  I th in k  
he was in  error. I  th in k  he u n ­
derrated the v ita l ity  o f the new 
Soviet society th a t was grow ing 
up under S ta lin ism  and was po­
te n tia lly  g row ing out of S ta lin ­
ism. I mean to say he under­
rated the pressures tha t w ould  
develop w ith in  Soviet society 
and w ou ld  force even the S ta l­
in is t group to  b u ry  S ta lin ism  
piecemeal.

COHEN:  They buried  S ta l­
in ism  b u t they haven 't buried 
bureaucracy surely?

DEUTSCHER: Oh they have 
very  s trong ly  curbed bureau­
cracy and they have done away 
w ith  the excesses o f bureau­

cracy, now  le t’s understand 
w ha t we mean by bureaucracy. 
B y  bureaucracy you mean the 
a rb itra ry  ru le  o f a d ic ta to ria l 
c lique tha t sends people to con­
centra tion camps, slave labor 
camps, tha t develops in to  a po­
lice state, tha t suppresses every 
dissent, by charging every dis­
senter as a fo re ign spy and an 
enemy o f the people and so on, 
and so on. Oh w e ll then ob­
v iously these aspects o f the bu­
reaucratic regim e in  Russia 
have e ither vanished or become 
ve ry  much softened.

COHEN:  W ell w ou ldn ’t  you
say, sir, that m ay ju s t be a tem ­
porary th ing.

DEUTSCHER:  No 1 don’t
th in k  tha t is a tem porary th ing.

COHEN: A re  you suggesting 
tha t K hrushchev has—K hrush ­
chev to represent a w hole force 
in Soviet life  ra the r than 
ju s t—

DEUTSCHER: Man-made his­
tory. A nd again le t’s rem em ­
ber tha t when we say man- 
made h is to ry  we don’t  only 
mean tha t man N ik ita .

COHEN:  Yes, a ll righ t. A re
you suggesting th a t in  fact he 
has com plete ly altered th is line 
o f development, because m y ob­
servation—

DEUTSCHER:  Again,  excuse
me, again no I don’t  say K h ru ­
shchev has com plete ly altered. 
Khrushchev has been made to 
a lte r certa in  things, ve ry  often 
against his inc lina tion .

COHEN:  W ell specifically.
DEUTSCHER:  Oh Specifi­

ca lly  I th in k , I  th in k  th a t in  
th is w h o l e  de-S ta lin ization 
w h ich  had its c lim ax  at the 
Tw en tie th  Congress, I  th in k  
tha t Khrushchev acted under 
pressure from  w ith in  the party, 
th a t he wasn’t  at a ll th is— the 
man who was most ardent, most 
anxious you know  to bu ry  S ta l­
inism .

. . .  Bitter Lessons of Wilson Defeat
(Continued from  Page 1) 

com plete ly ineffective. I f  an 
em ployer is w illin g  to p u t up 
the fight, spend the money and 
use T a ft-H a rtle y  m achinery, he 
can ju s t about reduce any 
un ion to uselessness insofar as 
ca rry ing  ou t the p rinc ipa l ob­
jectives o f the trade-un ion 
movem ent is concerned. ”

The COPE statem ent then 
w ent on to cite the classic case 
of th is  un ion-busting  techn i­
que, tha t o f the O’S u llivan  
Company vs. the U nited R ub­
ber W orkers. I t  was the iden­
tica l pa tte rn  fo llow ed by W il­
son. F irs t the scabhcrdcrs re ­
c ru it the strikebreakers to re ­
place the strikers. Then some 
phony o u tfit is set up or inv ited  
in to c la im  th a t the s tr ik in g  
union no longer represents the 
w orkers on the job. Under 
T a ft-H a r t l e y , the N ational 
Labor Relations Board calls a 
certifica tion  election to deter­
m ine the “ co llective bargaining 
agent. ’4

Under the o rig ina l T a ft-H a rt­
ley law  on ly the strikebreakers 
could vote. As amended by 
K enncdy-Landrum -G riffin , both 
the strikebreakers and the s tr ik ­
ers have the r ig h t to vote. B u t 
the company can p ick  its  time. 
They count on firs t dem oraliz­
ing  a m in o r ity  o f the strikers  
w ho together w ith  the scabs 
could v ir tu a lly  guarantee a de­
feat fo r  the s tr ik in g  union.

W hen W ilson firs t began re ­
c ru itin g  scabs i t  evoked a 
powerful movement of resist­

ance by the strikers. Mass 
p icket lines acted as a potent 
de terrent to the scabherders. 
This b rought a how l from  the 
“ law  and order”  boys, as i t  a l­
ways does whenever effective 
mass action is applied by s tr ik ­
ing workers.

A nd here — once again — 
the w orkers were taught a 
lesson in  class po litics and 
the class character of the 
state. They had to learn it  
the hard w ay because those 
upon w hom  they depended 
fo r leadership and guidance 
betrayed them.
To restore “ law  and order”  a 

so-called “ fr iend  o f labor”  in  
the governor’s mansion or­
dered National Guard troops to 
A lb e rt Lea. To befog the s tr ik ­
ers, to disarm  them, to convince 
them tha t there was some way 
other than th e ir own independ­
ent class action to w in  the 
strike , the governor ordered the 
W ilson plant, closed. This ac­
tion  was acclaimed by union 
heads in the most g low ing 
terms. The A F L  C IO News o f 
Dec. 19 commended Gov. O rv ille  
Freeman in a banner headline 
and declared tha t his “ prom pt 
action w on praise from  num er­
ous union offic ia ls th roughout 
the country. ”

Forgotten were the lessons of 
a hundred y e a r s  o f labor 
struggles. Forgotten were the 
more recent lessons of the great 
M inneapolis Teamsters strikes 
o f the 1930’s. Forgotten was 
the ve ry  basis o f law  in  capi­
ta lis t society w h ich  makes p rop ­

e rty  righ ts and freedom of con­
trac t the foundation o f the legal 
pyram id. A  cogent rem inder 
was not long in  coming. The 
courts soon set aside the p lan t- 
closing order and instructed  the 
governor to do his du ty  by p r i­
vate p roperty  and order his 
troops to protect the r ig h t of 
scabs to break the p icket line.

W hereupon union president 
Ralph Helstein rushed to A lb e rt 
Lea to preach the v irtues of 
passive resistance to a union 
mem bership outraged by the 
“ law  and order”  hoax. This 
was the beginning o f the end 
Once the decision was made to 
abide by the rules la id  down 
by the union-busters the resu lt 
was inevitable . I t  was m erely 
a m atte r o f tim e before de­
m ora lization led to d is in tegra­
tion of un ion so lida rity  and 
union defeat.

I t  is reported tha t the union 
tops urged the ranks to accept 
the W ilson agreement as the 
lesser o f tw o  evils: To sacrifice 
th e ir jobs i f  necessary in  order 
to save the union w h ich  w ould 
lose -out i f  the question o f ba r­
gaining righ ts w ent to an N LR B 
election.

This appeal to union loya lty  
undoubtedly had its effect. I t  
w ou ld  be the w orst mistake, 
however, to confuse lo ya lty  to 
the un ion w ith  lo ya lty  to the 
labor bureaucrats whose com­
m itm en t to the doctrine of class 
co llaboration can on ly m u ltip ly  
the num ber o f. lost strikes and 
un ion defeats.

... Negro Youth
(Continued from  Page 1)

“ crim e”  o f try in g  to buy a cup 
of coffee w h ile  s ittin g  down at 
a lunch counter.

As the dem onstrations entered 
th e ir second month, the b itte res t 
struggle was tak ing  place in 
Tennessee, w hich, like  N orth  
Carolina where the movement 
began and s till continues, is a 
m id-South state. B u t the move­
ment has spread in to  the Deep 
South w ith  a series of m ilita n t 
student actions in  South Caro­
lina, F lorida, and —  most s ign i­
fican tly  —  Alabama.

On Saturday (Feb. 27) stu­
dents in N ashville , Tenn., sat 
down at lunch counters o f five 
stores. Served at none, they had 
the most trouble  at M cC le llan ’s 
where at least three o f them 
were attacked as they sat peace­
fu lly . A t  request o f the store 
manager, police arrested over 80 
of them.

When they came up fo r tr ia l 
Monday, over 3, 000 students 
were present as spectators. 
The judge cleared the cou rt­
room, bu t the crowd remained 
standing outside and sang 
hymns.
The students were tr ied  in d i­

v idua lly . The firs t three, one of 
whom is w h ite , refused to pay 
the fines, p re fe rring  to go to ja il 
instead.

A fte rw ards, those aw aiting  
tr ia l refused bail. Average sen­
tence is 33 days. Double tha t 
penalty was given a Negro stu- 
dent leader who had been pulled 
off a lunch stool and kicked by 
a w h ite  attacker. Police arrested 
the Negro youth bu t allowed the 
w h ite  assailant to “ escape. ” 

T w en ty  students, a lready 
convicted, are serving sen­
tences.
Mass arrest qf student demon­

strators again took place on 
Wednesday (M arch 3) when s tu ­
dents sat down at the lunch 
counters in  tw o N ashville  bus 
stations.

Police ordered everyone in the 
Greyhound station not having 
bus tickets to leave. One student 
thereupon bought 60 tickets to 
a nearby tow n and d is tribu ted  
them to his fe llows. Police then 
declared they had to clear the 
station to search fo r  a bomb.

The Negro students refused to 
leave the lunch counter and 60 
were arrested, b ring ing  the to ta l 
arrested in N ashville  to about 
150, o f whom fo u r are w hite.

On the same day as the bus 
station arrests, some 250 other 
students trudged through snow 
and slush to continue the dem­
onstrations at the dow ntown 
stores.

In  W inston-Salem, N orth  C ar­
olina, 22 students, ten o f them 
w hite , were convicted on March 
2. The arrests resulted from  a 
s it - down dem onstration and 
were on w arrants, signed by the 
manager of W oo lw orth ’s, charg­
ing “ trespass. ”

Sentence was w ithhe ld  be­
cause the students were not 
agreed a m o n g  themselves 
w hether to appeal the convic­
tions or begin serving sentences. 

Police tr ied  to separate the 
students by color when they 
arrested them , b u t the stu­
dents jo ined hands and ins is t­
ed on being taken to ja il  in ­
tegrated. O n ly  tw o  o f the 
w h ite  students arrested are 
from  no rth  o f the M ason-D ix- 
on line.

Negro college, forbade fu r th e r 
student dem onstrations and o r­
dered the expulsion of the 35 
students whose photographs he 
produced. O therw ise, he declar­
ed, the college w ould  get no 
more state money.

The student rep ly  came next 
day w ith  a protest march by 300 
to the capitol. A t a campus ra lly  
a fte rw ard  i t  was resolved tha t 
“ i f  one student is expelled the 
en tire  student body w i l l  resign”  
and apply fo r admission to the 
U n ive rs ity  o f A labam a and A u ­
burn  (both l ily -w h ite  in s titu ­
tions).

A bout 25 w h ite  men pa tro l- 
ed the areas around the dime 
stores the fo llow ing  day. One 
o f them  knocked a young 
Negro wom an passerby to the 
ground and another- broke 
open her head w ith  a bat. 
Police did not in te rfe re .
A  thousand students marched 

the next m orning from  the cam: 
pus to the capitol. On the steps 
near the spot where Je ff Davis 
took the oath as the president of 
the Confederacy 99 years ago, 
they bowed th e ir heads, repeat­
ed the L o rd ’s Prayer, sang thé, 
nationa l anthem, reform ed th e ir- 
column and marched off.

The A labam a Board of Edu­
cation then expelled nine stu ­
dents and placed another 20 on 
probation.

. . .  Ceylon
(Continued from Page I )

a s s a s s i n a t i o n  last Septem­
ber of Dahanayake’s predeces­
sor, P rim e M in is te r Bandar- 
anaike.

In  response to the in it ia tiv e  
o f LSSP leader D r. N. M. Per­
era, representatives o f seven 
m a jo r parties, inc lud ing  the 
UNP, p rinc ipa l cap ita lis t party', 
m et Jan. 25 to deal w ith  the 
th rea t o f a coup by Dahana- 
yake. They called on the 
armed forces not to ca rry  ou t 
any illega l orders.

On Jan. 30 the C ontinu ing  
Com m ittee o f Trade U nion O r­
ganizations called on the w o rk ­
ers “ to be v ig ila n t and ready to 
resist any a ttem pt to in te rfe re  
w ith  the democratic righ ts  of 
the people. ”

The LSSP is runn ing  101 can­
didates (there are 151 seats in  
p a r l i a m e n t ) .  The centra l 
p lanks in  its  program  are (1) 
the m a in te n a n c e , of na tiona l 
u n ity  in  the face o f attem pts 
to d iv ide  the w o rk in g  people by 
race, re lig ion  and caste; (2) the 
planned economic developm ent 
o f Ceylon.

Calendar 
Of Events

CHICAGO 
"Socia lis t E lection Prospects 

fo r 1960. "  Hear DR. A N N ETTE  
T. R U B IN STE IN . F riday, M arch 
18, 8 p. m., 777 W. Adams. Aus­
pices: M ilita n t Labor Forum .

•
M IN N E A P O LIS  

D r. A nnette  T. R ubinstein
speaks on “ THE P O L IT IC A L  
O U TLO O K FOR SO C IALISTS 
in  1960” Thursday, M arch 10, 8 
p. m., Andrew s Hotel, Room M-3. 
Jo in t sponsors: T w in  C ity  Labor 
Forum  and N ational Guardian. 
Donation: 50 cents.

•
NEW  YO RK

W IL L IA M  F. W ARDE lectures 
on the w ork  and w o rld  o f C. 
W rig h t M ills . "Social Science in  
Our T im e, "  a review  of M ill 's  
book “ The Sociological Im ag ’ - 
nation. ”  F riday, M arch 11, 8: 30 
p. m., 116 U n ive rs ity  Place (near 
U nion Square). C on tribu tion  50 
cents. Auspices: Young Socialist 
A lliance.

Local Directory
BOSTON

B oston  L a b o r  F o r im ,  28S H u n tin g -  
to n  A ve ., R oom  200.

C H IC A G O  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  777 W . 

A dam s, D E  2-9736.
C L E V E L A N D  

S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  10609 S u ­
p e r io r  A ve ., Room  301, S W  1-1818. 
Open T h u rs d a y  n ig h ts  8 to  10.

D E T R O IT  
Eugene V . Debs H a ll,  3737 W o o d ­

w a rd . T E m p le  1-6135.
LO S A N G E LE S  

F o ru m  H a ll and M odern  B ook Shop, 
1702 E . 4 th  S t. A N  9-1953 o r  W E  5- 
9238.

M IL W A U K E E  
150 E a s t Juneau  Ave.

M IN N E A P O L IS  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e r*  P a r ty . 322 H en ­

nep in  A ve ., 2nd flo o r. Open noon  to  
6  P. M . d a ily  e xcep t S unday«.

N E W A R K  
N ew ark  L a b o r  F o ru m , B ox 361, 

N ew ark , N .  J.
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M i l i ta n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 116 U n iv e r­
s i ty  P lace, A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P. O. B ox 341, B e rke ley  1, C a lif .

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M il i ta n t  L a b o r  F o ru m  and  S o c ia lis t 

W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 1303 W . G ira rd  A ve . 
L ec tu res  and d iscuss ions e ve ry  S a tu r­
day, 8 P . M ., fo llo w e d  by  open houao. 
C a ll PO 3-5820.

SAN FR AN CISCO  
The M il i ta n t ,  1145 P o lk  S t., R m . 4« 

S at. 11 A . M . to  3 P . M . Phone PR  6 - 
7296 ; i f  no answ er, V A  4 -2321 .

S E A T T L E  
1412—  18th  A venue, E A  2 -5554 . L i ­

b ra ry , boo ks to re .
ST. L O U IS  

F o r in fo rm a tio n  phone M O  4-7194»


