
When Uphaus 
Chose Prison

By W illia m  Price

I t  was after one a.m. when we walked out into cold 
deserted Madison Avenue from radio station WMCA. W il­
lard Uphaus had just talked to an estimated 125,000 
listeners in  the New Y ork  C ity  
area. He had to ld  the story of 
his refusal to tu rn  over two 
small packages of three by five 
index cards, containing the 
names of summer camp guests, 
to a “ subversive”  hun ting  a t­
torney general of New H am p­
shire.

“ A nd you could face life  im ­
prisonm ent?”  B a rry  Gray had 
asked him.

“ Yes, th a t’s about it, I  guess,”
Dr. Uphaus had answered.

“ There are not m any people 
who could do such a th ing ; I 
doubt i f  I  could m yself,”  Gray 
had concluded. “ We w ish you 
the best of luck .”

K now ing  Dr. Uphaus p re fe r­
ences, we shunned a cab and 
took a w a lk  in the brisk n igh t 
air. We commented on the re ­
cep tiv ity  at the radio show to 
his clear statement against in ­
fo rm ing  which he said was 
based on the F irs t Am endm ent 
guarantees of free speech and 
association, on his conscience  
and on the B ib lica l in junc tion  
not to “ bear false witness.”  The 
program  had been a crack in our 
almost to ta l w a ll o f silence in 
the commercial press, and radio- 
TV.

We also ta lked of New H am p­
shire and the W orld Fellowship 
camp at Conway and of M ount

Chocorua, a nearby favo rite  of 
amateur hikers.

“ I t  on ly  makes out like  i t ’s a 
m ountain, you know ,”  D r. U p­
haus said, re lish ing  his own 
stride, “ i t ’s on ly 3,000 feet ta ll.” 

The hotels being fu l l  w ith  a 
pre-Christm as invasion of busi­
ness representatives, Dr. Uphaus 
fin a lly  stretched out on a couch 
across from  the fireplace in my 
liv in g  room, much more con­
tent, he said, than he would 
have been in an expensive hotel 
room.

Thoreau's Words

In  the m orning a w e ll-w orn  
volum e of Thoreau came down 
from  the shelves and over 
breakfast we thum bed through 
it  to find, in  Thoreau’s speech. 
“ S lavery in  Massachusetts,”  his 
comment about an in justice  of 
his tim e when a Massachusetts 
court had sent a fu g itive  slave 
back to the South.

"Only he is guiltless who 
stands in contempt of such a 
court," Thoreau had said in 
1854.
I  met W illa rd  Uphaus again 

I fou r days la te r when I arrived 
w ith  a group of ten New Y o rk ­
ers at the steps of the M e rr i­
mack C ounty C ourt House in 
Concord, N.H., fo r the unique 
“ purge hearing.”

The Court House is a square 
w h ite  b rick  bu ild ing  set o ff from  
Concord’s main street by a 
gently sloping lawn.

On the steps as our contingent 
drove up was a group of about 
f i f ty  friends and supporters of 
Dr. Uphaus inc lud ing  his wife 
Ola whom he had m arried in 
1938 when she returned from  
seventeen years as a missionary 
to China.

Rev. L loyd  C. W orley, pastor 
of the F irs t M ethodist Church 
of H artfo rd , Conn., asked the 
group to bow the ir heads in 
s ilent protest. Then he read 
aloud the F irs t Am endm ent and 
sections from  the B ib le  which 
has also been D r. Uphaus’ te x t 
d u ring  his fou r-year refusal to 
in fo rm  on innocent people.

B u t the camera angle was not 
qu ite  r ig h t and a spokesman fo r 
h a lf a dozen newspaper photog- 
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5 Congo Parties Push 
For Independence

F ive Congolese parties, m eet­
ing in a u n ited -fron t congress 
Dec. 24-27, voted to demand 
“ complete, im m ediate and un ­
conditiona l independence”  fo r 
the Belg ian Congo from  K ing  
Baudouin, now v is itin g  the A f ­
rican colony. The five parties 
m et in  the wake of local elec­
tions last month in  w hich na- 
tional-independence supporters 
gained sweeping victories.

On his a rr iva l Dec. 28 in 
Leopo ldville , capita l o f the B e l­
gian Congo, Baudouin was able 
to gauge the strength o f the na- 
tional-indepcndence sentim ent 
at firs t hand. Shouts o f “ Long 
L ive  the K in g !”  were “ drowned 
by a mass o f A fricans roaring: 
‘ Independence! Im m ediate inde­
pendence!’ ”  a New Y ork  Times 
dispatch reports. Baudouin may 
meet w ith  A frican  nationa list 
leaders during  his stay in  Leo­
po ldv ille . The Belgian govern­
ment has scheduled a round­
table conference in  m id-January 
w ith  A frica n  representatives to 
discuss the fate o f the colony.

The five parties attending the 
u n ite d -fro n t congress were Aba- 
ko, po litica l organization o f the 
Bakongo tribe ; one w ing  of the 
Congolese N ational M ovem ent; 
the A frica n  Socialist pa rty ; the 
Socialist People’s p a rly ; and 
Abazi, the po litica l organization 
of an ethnical group. Patrice 
Lum um ba, prom inent leader of 
another w ing  of the Congolese 
N ational Movement, was in ja il 
and his w ing  was not represent­
ed. Josef Kasavubu, Abako lead­
er, chaired the conference and 
A lb e rt K a lo n d ji o f the Congolese 
N ational Movem ent was vice- 
chairm an. The parley was held 
in  K isantu, 70 miles from  Leo­
p o ld v ille  w ith  200 delegates in 
attendance.

The congress “ impressed ob­
servers by its tig h t d iscip line 
and determ ination ,”  says the 
New Y ork  Times. I t  adopted 
three resolutions.

The firs t demands im m ediate 
and to ta l independence and sets 
Jan. 5, the anniversary o f last 
year’s po litica l ra lly  broken up 
by the Belgian police, as the date 
fo r “ discussing w ith  Belgium  
ways and means to pass over 
power to the Congolese Govern­
m ent.”

A nother reso lu tion declares 
th a t the fu tu re  fo rm  o f the Con­
golese state should be a federa­
tio n  of s ix  autonomous republics,

headed by a federal parliam ent 
elected by universal suffrage.

A n  economic resolution, draw n 
up by the Socialist People’s 
party, charges tha t the cap ita lis t 
character of the present Congo­
lese economy “ explo its the mass­
es fo r the p ro fit o f ind iv idua ls .” 
I t  demands a state-controlled 
economy based on hum an needs 
and insists on a law  to stop the 
export o f capital.

F rightened by the s w ift g row th  
o f the national-independence 
movement during  the past year. 
Belgians in  the Congo “ approach 
the new year w ith  dread,”  says 
Hom er B igart in  the Dec. 24 New 
Y ork  Times. They “ have stopped 
buying cars, re frigera tors and 
lu xu ry  items, lest 1960 b ring  in ­
dependence to the Congo and the 
new A frica n  Governm ent find 
Europeans redundant.”

The Belgian authorities hope 
that a recent outbreak o f in te r­
tr ib a l w ar in  the in te rio r o f the 
Congo and o f the rev iva l o f t r i ­
bal sorcery k illin g s  can serve 
as pretexts fo r denying the Con­
golese demands fo r nationa l in ­
dependence.
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On Tour O utrage Shocks West G erm ans

Unidentified woman enters synagogue in Cologne, West Germany, Dec. 26. On its walls are 
swastiKas daubed the night before along with the words, "Juden Raus" — "Jews Get Out." 
West Germans were deeply shocked by the anti-Semitic outrage, says Sydney Gruson in the 
Dec. 27 New York Times. Cologne police arrested tw o members of the German Reichs party, 
one of whom they say, confessed to the desecration. The Reichs party is an anti-Semitic outfit, 
but under public pressure, it expelled the two and dissolved the Cologne district headquarters. 
The federal government is now weighing whether to ban the organization.

Labor Party Is Still 
Main Political Need

By Tom K e rry

Davis Begins Prison Sentence 
For Stand on First Amendment

NEW  YORK, Dec. 28 —  Dr. 
H . Chandler Davis, an associate 
ed ito r ,of Am erica ’s leading 
mathematics jou rna l, is sched­
uled to enter a federal prison 
Jan. 4 to serve a six-m onths sen­
tence, the Committee o f F irs t 
Amendm ent Defendants re p o rt­
ed today.

The talented young m athem a­
tic ian w ill be the th ird  person to 
be imprisoned in  a tw o-m onth  
period fo r refusing to tes tify  or 
in fo rm  before a “ subversive” 
hunting  Congressional o r state 
committee.

Dr. Davis was hailed before 
the House Committee on Un- 
Am erican A c tiv itie s  in  1954 
w h ile  an ins truc to r at the U n i­
ve rs ity  o f M ichigan. He defied 
the com m ittee on F irs t Am end­
m ent grounds in  a move to test 
the constitu tiona lity  of its  in ­
quiries in to  the po litica l beliefs 
of citizens.

His stand brought a s ix-m onth 
sentence fo r contempt o f Con­
gress. On Dec. 7, the Supreme 
C ourt refused to rev iew  his con­
v ic tion .

Im m edia te ly  a fte r he defied 
the House committee, Dr. Davis 
was fired by the U n ive rs ity  of 
M ichigan despite the fac t tha t he 
was under contract. The action 
was vigorously protested by the 
Am erican Association o f U n ive r­
s ity  Professors.

D r .  D a v i s  subsequently 
studied at the Ins titu te  fo r A d ­
vanced Studies at P rinceton and 
then was appointed associate 
ed ito r of M athem atical Reviews, 
jou rna l o f the Am erican M athe­
m a tic a l Society. He intends to 
request federal authorities to 
perm it h im  to continue his re ­
search w ork  w h ile  in  prison.

Describing h im se lf as “ by p ro ­
fession a m athem atician, and by 
advocation, a citizen and here­
tic,”  he to ld a recent mass m eet­
ing here o f the Committee of 
F i r s t  Am endm ent Defendants 
tha t he had defied the House 
w itch -hun te rs  because “ I  s im ply 
refused to be an in fo rm e r.”  

A lready im prisoned fo r the 
same reason are L lo yd  Baren- 
b la tt and Dr. W illa rd  Uphaus.

Variations o f the po licy of “ re ­
w ard ing  friends and punishing 
enemies,”  has dominated the 
politics of Am erican union lead­
ers since the tim e o f Samuel 
Gompers, when i t  was openly 
proclaim ed as the policy best 
suited to the needs of the w o rk ­
ing people.

W ith  the expansion of A m e ri­
can industry, the  g row th  of the 
unions, the increasing in te rven ­
tion  o f the governm ent in  labor- 
management disputes— especial­
ly  w ith  the advent o f Roosevelt’s 
New Deal — the po licy under­
w ent a subtle transform ation. 
Organized labor became part of 
a coa lition w ith in  the Democra­
tic  party. To rew ard “ friends” 
and punish “ enemies”  was trans­
muted in to  supporting Demo­
crats as against Republicans fo r 
pub lic office.

Today, the po licy as in te rp re t­
ed by Gompers is thoroughly dis­
credited. A lthough, im m ediate ly 
fo llow ing  the enactment o f the 
K ennedy-Landrum -G riffin  law, 
some union leaders p u b lic ly  de­
clared tha t thé labor-Dem ocratic 
coalition had proven a lia b ility  
and suggested a re tu rn  to the 
po licy of supporting “ friends”  in 
e ither party, th is  was more an 
outburst of irr ita te d  frus tra tion  
and an im plied th rea t than a 
serious proposal fo r a re tu rn  to 
Gompers.

Nevertheless, i t  is a m atte r of 
common knowledge tha t the la ­
bor-Dem ocratic coa lition has led 
to a series of defeats fo r the 
unions on the po litica l arena. I f  
the trend continues — and 
there is no reason to th in k  it  
w on’t —  the prospects fo r the 
fu tu re  look ve ry  bleak. A fte r 
more than 20 years o f coalition 
politics a form idable  body of 
an ti-labor legislation has accu­
mulated, w ith  more to come.

G iven a continuation o f the 
po licy o f coa lition , to w hich the 
union leaders rem ain com m it­
ted, w ha t is the perspective fo r 
the future? M ere ly to hold fo rth  
the promise o f more-of-the-same 
is not very hopeful. The ranks 
arc grow ing more dissatisfied 
and discontented w ith  a policy 
tha t has repeatedly led labor 
in to  a booby trap. To re ta in  the ir 
support the union heads must 
hold out some hope fo r  a funda­
mental change.

To th is  end. W alte r Reut her, 
president of the A F L -C IO  U nited 
Autom obile  Workers, has be­
come the advocate of a po licy of 
“ realignm ent.”  Stated b rie fly , 
the proposal is tha t “ conserva­
tives”  line  up in  one party  and 
“ libera ls”  in another. "Unless 
there is genuine progress tow ard 
the rea lignm ent o f forces w ith in  
the tw o existing parties,”  states 
the po litica l resolution adopted 
at the recent U AW  convention, 
“ progressive forces w il l  continue 
to face serious obstacles.”

A dm itted ly , the most “ serious 
obstacle”  is the Repub lican- 
D ix iecra t coa lition  in  Congress. 
Reut her’s rea lignm ent g im m ick 
is based on the hope tha t some­
how or other, the D ix iecrats can 
be preva iled upon to w a lk  out o f 
the Democratic pa rty . This 
w ould  presum ably open the w ay 
to the establishm ent in  the 
South of a tw o -p a rty  system

comprising, on the one hand, 
“ loya l”  Democrats o f “ lib e ra l” 
persuasion, and on the other, 
conservative De m o -D ixiecrats 
and Republicans.

I t  is a neat scheme — slick 
and polished — as Reuther’s 
brainstorms usually are. B u t 
w hat makes Reuther imagine 
that the D ix iecrats are at a ll con­
cerned about accommodating 
him? In domestic po litics they 
have made the South a haven fo r 
the run-aw ay shop, have stym ied 
union organization and exert a 
dow nward p u ll on the national 
wage level. In  national po litics 
they play a balance-of-power 
ro le to the benefit o f the cap ita l­
is t ru lin g  class. In  Congress, by 
v irtu e  o f the sen iority  system, 
they occupy the chairm anship of 
the m ost pow erfu l committees 
and dominate the legislative 
process.

T he ir power rests on the pe r­
petuation of the J im  Crow sys­
tem. B ig business, w h ich  con­
tro ls both m a jo r parties, is a d i­
rect beneficiary of this. There is 
on ly one power able to effect a 
m eaningful rea lignm ent in  the 
one-party South — the organized 
labor movement. And i t  can be 
done only through the fo rm ation  
of labo r’s own independent po­
lit ica l party. This is the key to 
the most c ritica l problem  of 
Am erican labor politics.

Krupp Dispenses $1,190 
To His Jewish Ex-Slaves
 There may be as many as 2,000 

Jews s till a live  who w orked as 
slave laborers fo r A lfr ie d  K rupp, 
the German “ cannon k ing,”  d u r­
ing W orld  W ar II. These p it i fu l 
survivors have now been as­
sured o f compensation fo r the ir 
fea rfu l ordeal.

K rupp  announced on C h ris t­
mas Eve tha t he w il l  g ran t a 
cash payment of 5,000 m arks — 
$1,190 — to each and every 
Jewish su rv ivo r who can prove 
tha t he or she was a forced la ­
borer in  a K ru p p  enterprise. 
Moreover, the purse w il l  be paid 
regardless of the length of 
slavery.

The estimate of 2,000 c la im ­
ants was made by the C onfer­
ence on Jew ish Claims Against 
Germany. B ut K ru p p  officials, 
who seem to have ca re fu lly  
checked how many survivors 
there m ight be before deciding 
on the compensation, said tha t 
there couldn’t be more than 
about 1,200.

P ublic-re la tions spokesmen fo r 
K ru p p  explained tha t the giant 
company was w illin g  to make 
the payments even though i t  as­
sumed no legal responsib ility  in  
the m atter, since the West G er­
man governm ent, as the succes­
sor to the H it le r regime, was re ­
sponsible fo r compensating v ic ­
tim s o f the Nazis.

However, the p u b lic -relations 
spokesmen said tha t K rupp, out 
of a w arm  desire to help “ heal 
the wounds o f W orld  W ar I I , ”  
had generously decided to pu t up 
the $2,000,000 needed. H ow m ag­
nanimous the gesture was can

be judged from  the fact tha t last 
year his industria l em pire gross­
ed about $1 b illion , o f w h ich  A l ­
fr ied  K rupp  pocketed some $80 
m illio n  in  net pro fit.

As a w ar crim ina l, K ru p p  was 
sentenced to 12 years im prison­
ment in  1948. The U.S. m ilita ry  
court that tr ie d  the Nazi backer 

 also condemned h im  to fo r fe it 
his property.

A t the tim e th is was consid­
ered a lig h t sentence. Among 
the charges leveled at the “ R uhr 
Em peror”  was tha t he had “ not 
only accepted bu t active ly 
sought to employ concentration 
camp inmates and fo r tha t p u r­
pose b u ilt  factories near the 
camps at M arkslaedt and Ausch­
w itz .”  M any prisoners died in 
K ru p p ’s slave-labor factories.

In  1951, the U.S. H igh  Com­
missioner fo r  Germany, John J. 
McCloy, decided K rupp  had 
paid a suffic ient penalty and he 
was released a fte r serving three 
years of his 12-year term . H o w ­
ever, he was ordered to dispose 
of his vast empire by Jan. 31 of 
last year.

When tha t deadline arrived, 
K rupp  b land ly announced he 
s im p ly couldn’t find a customer. 
The A llie d  powers graciously 
granted him  another year.

I t  is now w ide ly  assumed tha t 
when the new deadline arrives 
this Jan. 31 the d issolution order 
w il l  s im p ly be cancelled.

A fte r all, K ru p p ’s w illingness 
to depart w ith  nearly  2 1/2 % o f 
last year’s profits to  compensate 
su rv iv ing  Jewish ex-slave labo r­
ers ce rta in ly  demonstrates th a t 
he re a lly  is a decent chap.

MD Fee Just 
Down Payment

The Am erican people are now 
paying more fo r prescriptions 
than fo r medical fees.

According to the Social Se­
c u rity  A dm in is tra tion , the pub­
lic  paid $4,362,000,000 in  1958 fo r 
p ills , potions, powders, eye 
glasses, etc. In  the same year 
they paid doctors $4,300,000,000. 
Since the 1947-49 period, medical 
care has gone up 53% in  cost. 
No other item  on the price in ­
dex has risen so much, reports 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

A re  the profits o f the drug 
m anufacturers so sacred tha t 
Am erica needs to  force the  sick 
and the aged to  foot th a t k in d  
o f b ill?  I t  w ould seem high tim e 
to tu rn  to socialized medicine.

’ 60 Can Be 
Best Year 
In Decades

Detroit, Mich.
Editor:

Readers of the M ilita n t w il l  
be interested in a report of a 
ta lk  I had w ith  George B re it- 
man, a fo rm er ed ito r o f th is 
paper now liv in g  in  D e tro it.

M a in ly  we discussed the 
changing p o l i t i c a l  c lim ate 
w hich is becoming apparent 
in  the m otor c ity  as in every 
tow n I have visited. B u t in  
v iew  of the circumstances of 
our m eeting a few  comments 
of a more personal nature also 
seem in order.

As his friends know, George 
has been i l l  the last few  years, 
and was in  a hospital during  
my vis it. He d idn ’t w an t to 
spend much o f our conversa­
tion  on the state of his health; 
he has a rth ritis  and associated 
ills, w hich he assured me were 
not so serious as ir r ita t in g  be­
cause they incapacitated h im  
from  tim e to time.

“ I don’t like  to ta lk  about 
it , ”  he said h a lf- jo k in g ly . 
‘‘Everybody te lls me I am very 
objective. B u t when I hear  
somebody else ta lk in g  about 
his illnesses, I feel sorry fo r 
him . Because I am objective, I 
have the same reaction when 
I hear m yself ta lk in g  about 
mine —  that is, I begin to feel 
sorry fo r myself. O f a ll human 
emotions, I th in k  se lf-p ity  is 
the most destructive.”

So, m ostly we ta lked about 
politics and the curren t p rob­
lems facing revo lu tiona ry  so­
cialists. But along the w ay I 
learned a few  other things.

George noted tha t w h ile  the 
hospital has Negro employees, 
i t  has no Negro patients —  in  
a c ity  where more than a 
quarte r of the popula tion is 
Negro. So he made in q u iry  and 
learned th a t i t  is the hospita l’s 
po licy not to adm it them. Then 
he asked to see the head o f the 
hospital and lodged a protest. 
His next step w il l  be an appeal 
to  the hospital board of d irec­
tors.

His room showed signs of 
other a c tiv ity  typ ica l of a so­
cia lis t organizer and educator: 
a p ile  of newspapers and 
magazines, many books and 
some notebooks. F ive o f the 
books were by or about F red­
erick Douglass, three about 
Samuel Adams.

I  learned th a t he was pre­
paring a series o f three ta lks 
fo r the local F riday N igh t So­
cia lis t Forum  (where I  had 
spoken). To be given in Febru­
ary, they w il l  deal w ith  the 
general theme: The Am erican 
R evo lu tion is t — Methods, T ra ­
d itions and Personal Qualities, 
together w ith  an evaluation 
of the three Am erican revo­
lutions. The opening ta lk  w il l  
be on Samuel Adams and the 
F irs t; then on F rederick Doug­
lass and the Second; then on 
James P. Cannon and the next 
Am erican revo lu tion . I f  his 
enthusiasm about the pro ject 
is a good ind ication. D e tro it 
forum-goers are in  fo r some­
th ing  w o rthw h ile  in  February.

I  w on’t attem pt in  th is re ­
port to cover a ll the po litica l 
questions we discussed. B u t I 

(continued  o n  Page  4 )

Kerosene Fire 
In New York 
Kills an Infant

NEW  YO R K  — On Christmas 
Eve, Mrs. Carleen Cole, 32, was 
held w ith o u t bail on a homicide 
charge, A  kerosene stove in her 
apartm ent h a d  accidentally 
overturned. In  the resu lting 
blaze a tw o-year-o ld  ch ild  per­
ished.

Kerosene stoves have long 
been used in the slums of A m e r­
ica’s largest and w ealth iest c ity ; 
bu t in  1957 they were- fin a lly  
banned. A  law  was also passed 
requ iring  a ll bu ild ings housing 
more than 10 fam ilies to have 
central heating by Nov. 1, 1958. 
Bu ild ings housing three to 10 
units were given a deadline of 
Nov. 1, 1959.

W hile  c ity , offic ia ls prepared 
to prosecute M rs. Cole, the state 
leg islature was considering  a 
recommendation from  Demo­
cratic  M ayor W agner to exempt 
from  the centra l heating re ­
qu irem ent a ll bu ild ings “ sched­
uled”  to be acquired fo r any 
k ind  of fu tu re  housing project.

When questioned about the 
tenants freezing i f  W agner’s 
recommendation were accepted, 
a C ity  H a ll spokesman cyn ica lly  
responded: “ They haven’t f ro ­
zen fo r the last 100 years.”

Maybe. B u t according to the 
F ir e Departm ent 200 o f them 
died in the past 10 years from  

I kerosene fires.

the company to help get the la ­
bor-endorsed governor o ff the 
hook. The company filed su it in 
federal court to regain fu l l  use 
of th e ir p la n t and the court 
ru led against the governor, in ­
struc ting  h im  to le t the com­
pany reopen the p lan t bu t a l­
low ing  h im  to use troops to 
m ainta in  “ o rder”  as the scabs 
took the w orkers ’ jobs.

The form ula, i t  can been seen, 
is a neat one. The company 
keeps the p lan t open and the 
scabs w ork ing  under protection 
of the N ational Guard. The gov­
ernor appears clean because he 
tries to close the p lan t down 
but is forced to reopen i t  under 
federal court order; and the 
court is on ly  uphold ing “ consti­
tu tiona l la w ”  w h ich  prov ides fo r 
the protection o f th a t ho ly  of 
holies p riva te  property . Only 
the strikers get hu rt, but then 
that was the object.

Spearheading a crackdown- 
on-labor d rive  in vo lv in g  the en­
tire  meat packing industry , W il­
son began h ir in g  scabs in N ov­
ember to w ork  the A lb e rt Lea 
p lant. These were recru ited from  
adjacent fa rm  areas in southern 
Minnesota and Iowa. B y the 
tim e  the scab w o rk  force had 
reached about 500, the strikers 
from  Local 6 of the U PW A be­
gan an aggressive campaign. 
Some 1,000 pickets began mass­
ing at the p lan t gates to stone 
scabs and company officials.

Once begun, such action soon 
extended beyond the im m ediate 
area of the p lan t gates. Farmers 
who were discovered to be 
scabs found th e ir  corn cribs cut 
open and corn dumped.

Sympathy was widespread 
for the strikers. Support came 
from o t h e r  packinghouse 
workers in nearby plants. 
School children were reported 
to be gathering stones for use 
by strikers.

Officia ls of A lb e rt Lea and 
Freeborn county appealed to the 
governor. They were unable, 
they said, to cope w ith  the s itu ­
a tion  and were faced w ith  the 
danger of “ rio ts”  and “ insurrec­
tion .”  They asked the governor 
to close the p lan t down to re­
establish “ law  and order,”  fo r i t  
was th e ir opinion tha t even un ­
der m a rtia l law  the National 
Guard couldn’t pa tro l the coun-

They Vetoed 
A Rockefeller 
As President

B y  Joseph  H a n se n
Nelson R ockefe ller’s announce­

ment tha t he is w ith d ra w in g  
from  the P residentia l race has 
been handled by the cap ita lis t 
press as a m a jo r p o lit ica l event. 
The reason is clear. In  th e ir 
w o rld  i t  is f irm ly  believed th a t 
you can buy anyth ing  i f  you 
have su ffic ien t dollars, inc lud ing  
the W hite  House. R ockefe ller has 
the do llars; therefore the presi- 
dency was his i f  h e  w anted i t ;  
therefore his bow ing ou t was 
astonishing.

Rockefeller gave as his reason 
tha t the “ great m a jo rity  o f those 
who w il l  contro l the Republican 
convention stand opposed to any 
contest fo r  the nom ination .”  He 
said tha t he d id not care to  en­
gage in the “ massive strugg le”  
that w ould  be required to over­
come the decision in  favo r o f 
N ixon.

In  other words, the Republican 
bosses have a lready decided and 
the convention is a mere fo rm a l­
i t y .

B u t the decisions o f the Re­
publican machine are no t fina l. 
They are subject to the w il l  o f 
the ru lin g  cap ita lis t oligarchs, as 
T a ft ind icated in  an analysis o f 
his defeat at the 1952 R epubli­
can convention. Since Rockefe l­
le r is a p rom inent mem ber o f 
th is  ru lin g  clique, w hy w ou ld  he 
concede to the lo w ly  hacks o f the 
Republican ’machine?

New Y ork  Post correspondent 
Massolo indicated the answer to 
tha t: “ Despite his ow n great 
w ea lth  most of the na tion ’s in ­
dustria l leaders le t R ockefe ller 
know  they preferred N ixon .”

M any po litica l commentators 
th in k  tha t Rockefeller, because 
of his w inn ing  TV  personality, 
w ould have a be tte r chance than 
N ixon  to w in  the election. There­
fore, the Republicans are m ak­
ing a m istake in  no t choosing 
Rockefeller.

These commentators leave ou t 
(Continued on Page 3)

Edge Still Held by Democrats 
In Pushing Up Cost of Living

The cost of liv in g  rose to a tary spending, have stoked the 
new a ll-t im e  h igh  as o f m id- inflationary furnace.
Novem ber — although the steel The en tire  period o f in fla tion  
workers had not as yet received extends back tw o decades to the 
any wage increases. According to sta rt o f W orld  W ar I I  in  Sep- 
the U.S. Bureau of  Labor Sta- tem ber 1939. The consumer price 
tistics, the Consumer Price In - index then stood at 59.4 o f the 
dex rose to 125.6 w ith  the 1947- 1947-49 base figure. B y 1946, the 
49 average as the base o f 100. index rose to 83.4, o r 40.4% 
This means it takes $12.56 to buy h igher than 1939. In  1952, the 
today w hat $10 bought in  the consumer price index soared to 
1947-49 period. 113.5, o r 91.7% above the pre-

Over 52.7% — or m ore than w ar figure, 
ha lf — of the cost-o f-liv ing  rise Today, the o ffic ia l cos t-o f-liv - 
since the 1947-49 period occurred ing index stands 109.7% h igher 
under the  Dem ocratic T rum an than in  1939. Some 83.5% o f the 
adm in istra tion. The index when to ta l rise since 1939 was regis- 
T rum an le ft office at the end tered under the Dem ocratic ad- 
of 1952 was 113.5, an increase o f m in is tra tions o f Roosevelt and 
13.5 points from  the base period. Trum an.
A n  add itiona l 12.1 points have However, i f  the Republicans 
been added since under the Re- stay in  office as long as the 
publican Eisenhower adm in istra - Democrats did, at the ra te  the 
tion. cost o f l iv in g  has been ris ing

Under both administrations, since 1952 the Republicans 
the tremendous federal expen- should ru n  the  Democrats a ve ry  
ditures for war purposes, an Close second in. the m a tte r of 
average of more than $40 bil- slashing, the buy ing  power of 
lion annually for direct m ili- the A m erican do lla r.

New Twist in Strikebreaking 
Seen in Packinghouse Battle

By Carl Feingold

M INNEAPOLIS, Dec. 25 —  Labor circles here are dis­
cussing the new tw is t in strikebreaking seen in  the packing­
house strike at A lbert Lea against Wilson & Co. The pat­
tern encountered by the local*——   ------------
Packinghouse W orkers ran like  t r y side and prevent s trike rs  
th is: F irs t, the company h ired  from  seeking to persuade scabs 
scabs. When m ilita n t action be- th a t it is  unsafe to cross a p icke t 
gan against the strikebreakers, line.
step tw o was taken. Democratic  It w a s  in  response to th is  re- 
Gov. Freeman called out the quest that G ov. O rv ille  Freeman 
N ational Guard to restore “ law  called out the N ational Guard, 
and order.”  declared m a rtia l law  and closed

To make i t  look good, the down the Pla n t- However, in  a 
troops closed down the p lan t few day s the  governor pe rm itted  
fo r a few  days. Then the m ilit ia  l t  t0 be. reopened “ te m p o ra rily ”  
reopened the p lan t “ tem pora l- p e rm it scabs to fin ish process- 
i ly ”  so tha t the scabs could pro- in S some meat th at m igh t spoil, 
cess meat saitl to be on the Strange as i t  may seem, the 
verge of spoiling. union leadership approved th is

The next step was taken by (Continued on Page 4)

Use of Troops 
Is Continued 
At Albert Lea
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New Technological Equipment 
Found in America’s Bedrooms

By Herm an Chauka

One o f the d irtie s t form s o f invasion of 
p rivacy is spreading like  a plague. In  the trade 
i t ’s called “ bugging.”  Spying w ith  electronic 
devices.

Latest revelations of the spread o f th is 
police-state practice, along w ith  a ch illin g  dem ­
onstration of new techniques in the fou l “ a rt,” 
came at a Dec. 15-16 hearing o f the Senate Con­
s titu tiona l R ights subcommittee w hich is con­
sidering proposals to loosen the already loose 
federal law  against w ire-tapping.

Members of the comm ittee were given a 
ra the r upsetting personal taste o f w hat these 
bedroom keyhole peepers, can do when H aro ld  
Lipset, a San Francisco p riva te  detective pu t on 
a demonstration.

L ipset to ld  the com m ittee tha t i t ’s a simple 
business to record a p riva te  conversation these 
days. Committee Chairm an Hennins indicated 
tha t as a Democrat from  M issouri he w ould  like  
to be shown.

The detective showed him. He ca lm ly 
opened his jacket to  show the m in ia tu re  re ­
corder, about the size o f a paperback book, 
w ith  w h ich  he had been secretly recording the 
hearing. He then w alked across the room and 
picked up a s im ila r device he had casually p la n t­
ed on his way in.

The easily concealed device displayed by 
M r. L ipset is included in  a price lis t o f “ office 
equipm ent”  circu la ted among federal agencies 
by the General Services A dm in is tra tion . Re­
ta ilin g  fo r around $300, anyone w ith  the money 
can buy it.

Congressmen were somewhat shook up by 
the  com m ittee hearings, according to Courtney 
Sheldon, C hristian Science M o n ito r correspon­
dent. “ A lm ost everyone le ft in  pre-Christm as 
W ashington has an ear cocked in  the d irection

o f the committee, wondering i f  th e ir worst 
suspicions w il l  be confirmed.

“ There obviously is concern among some 
Congressmen,”  he explained, “ tha t w ha t they 
say in  p riva te  to some pub lic  offic ia ls is being 
recorded. This may p ro v e  true  in  some in ­
stances.”

Sheldon recalled tha t in  a recent in te rv iew , 
a Cabinet o ffic ia l rem arked tha t a salesman had 
jus t tr ied  to in terest h im  in one recorder the 
size of a cigarette package and another that 
could be stuck to the door of a room to record 
conversations on the other side.

T estify ing  before the committee, Paul W il­
liams, a fo rm er U.S. A tto rney , urged th a t the 
law  should pe rm it federal agencies to use wire-' 
tap evidence in court. He cited New Y o rk  C ity, 
where the police have such a righ t, and said that 
i f  the cops d idn ’t enjoy th is r ig h t he d idn ’t 
th in k  the c ity  w ould be “ a livab le  place.”

He cou ldn 't have picked a better example. 
According to Samuel Dash, who recently made 
a study of illega l w ire -tapp ing  and bugging 
New Y o rk  cops made about 30,000 taps in  1957 
and less than a thousand o f them were legally 
authorized.

D uring  one o f the recent shakeups o f New 
Y o rk ’s g ra ft-r idden  “ finest”  i t  was established 
tha t a favo rite  police method o f b lackm ailing  
bookies was to tap th e ir phones fo r evidence.

In  1958 the C ity  T ransit A u th o r ity  was 
caught red-handed bugging the headquarters 
o f the s tr ik in g  M otorm en’s Benevolent Asso­
ciation.

In d iv id ua l and fa m ily  privacy, one o f our 
most basic rights, is fast becoming a th ing  of 
the past w ith  the deepening degeneration o f 
capitalism . I f  i t  gets much worse, ne ither New 
Y ork  nor the rest of the country w il l  be “ a 
livab le  place.”

» W I M ! ;j ;»n,n u !  v.iw .p i m l u n

The Story of Segregation

Guilty of Daring to Battle for Marxism

FAU B U S ’ F O LLY . The S tory of 
Segregation, by C urtis M. 
Vaughan. Vantage Press, New 
Y ork . 1959. 160 pp. $3.50.

In  a chapter en titled  “ Nega­
tive  vs. Positive Leadership,”  the 
au thor asks: W hy, when the m a­
jo r ity  o f the people in the South 
are fo r school desegregation, has 
there been such a “ fuss” ?

He offers his ow n answer: “ We 
th in k  the answer lies in  the fact 
tha t strong vested interests p ro fit 
from  racial segregation in  the 
South. We th in k  the stubborn 
resistance to desegregation on 
the pa rt o f the po litica l leaders 
o f the South is ample p roo f tha t 
they serve these forces o f ex­
p lo ita tion .”

A  socialist could not pu t i t  b e l­
ter. Y e t the au thor is not a so­
cia list. He is a re tired  geographi­
cal researcher, who w orked fo r 
the U.S. A rm y. He comes from  
N orth  Carolina, where he was 
born on a farm . L ik e  Anne B ra ­
den and Robert W illiam s and 
Don West, he addresses h im self 
to his fe llo w  Southerners.

Devoted to the South, especial­
ly  to the poor w hite , he is grave­
ly  concerned about the mistakes 
being made in the name o f segre­
gation. He believes tha t i f  the 
South is to progress, education 
o f the Negro is absolutely essen­
tia l. He believes in  constitu tiona l 
governm ent, and is convinced 
tha t the great m a jo rity  o f South­
erners do, too. He shows th a t i t  
is to the interests o f the p r iv i­
leged few  to prom ote s tr ife  be­
tween the Negroes and whites, 
and tha t th is s tr ife  d iverts a t­
ten tion  from  the m ain issue — 
th a t of assuring a supply of 
cheap labor.

A d v e rtis e m e n t
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So w e ll does he analyze the 
economic causes o f inequa lity  
and segregation th a t i t  is su r­
prising tha t he does not n a tu ra l­
ly  a rrive  at M arxism . For in ­
stance, “ The ag ricu ltu ra l p ro ­
ducts and the land upon w hich 
they are grow n are not equally 
ow ned by a ll the people; hence, 
many must labor to produce 
goods w hich belong to another, 
and fo r th is  labor they receive 
money w ith  w h ich  they may buy 
a part o f th e ir own production. 
R e la tive ly  l it t le  cash is le ft to 
purchase the m anufactured p ro ­
ducts, which, in  ou r society, are 
the symbols o f a h igh standard 
o f liv in g .”

Again, he w rites : "The
whole state of Arkansas is a 
huge orchard in  w h ich  480,000 
Negroes and 1,450,000 w hite  
people labor. They p ick the 
apples so cheaply tha t sales 
are good, and a small num ber 
of owners reap huge profits, 
then select another group of 
cynical po litic ians to preserve 
the-social atmosphere w h ich  is 
favorable to business."

M r. Vaughan has w rit te n  this 
book in a sty le  o f exhortation, 
which reads like  a call to  ac­
tion. He feels tha t the problem 
of racial segregation w il l  be 
solved by attacking i t  as the eco­
nomic problem  o f poverty, and 
tha t those fea rfu l leaders who 
advise w a itin g  another th ir ty  
years fo r the solution should be 
renounced. P a rt of solving the 
problem  is recognizing its na­
ture, rea liz ing  tha t even i f  there 
were on ly  one race in  the South 
today, the ev il forces o f the ex­
plo iters w ou ld  find  some means 
of d iv id in g  the people in to  tw o 
groups in  order to exp lo it both.

He w rites e loquently o f the 
im portance of education w hich 
w il l  f i t  the poor w hites and Ne­
groes fo r  better jobs. I t  is his 
contention tha t m any cannot 
leave the South because they 
would not be able to  find  em­
p loym ent elsewhere because of 
the ir low  educational level.

Yet in spite o f a ll his careful 
th in k in g  and impassioned s in ­
cerity , M r. Vaughan does not 
come up w ith  a so lu tion to the 
economic problems. He feels that 
good leaders should tackle them, 
should suggest ways w h ich  w il l  
make indus try  serve hum an ity ; 
lessen the economic te rro r o f ma­
jo r illness; raise the d ig n ity  of 
man; prom ote unions . . . .  O f 
course, ju s t exposing a ll the tie - 
ups between large indus try  and 
politic ians to keep a labor su r­
plus in  the South — “ A  labor 
surplus has fo r years constituted 
w hat is know n as a ‘social c l i­
mate favorable to business’ ”  -— 
is am m unition fo r the foes of 
segregation and makes th is book 
w orth -w h ile .

He suggests the fo rm ation  of 
an i n d u s t r i a l  commission 
through w hich “ much of the 
m anufacturing of the South 
m igh t be farm ed out to small 
home-type plants on a piece­
w ork  basis, and thus afford extra  
income to thousands [o f ag ricu l­
tu ra l w orkers] each w in te r.”

There should be an a ll-ou t 
e ffo rt to  teach the Negro, per­
sonal p r o p e r t y  management, 
slums should be abolished, five- 
m illio n  new one-fam ily  homes 
should be constructed in  the next 
five years.

W here w il l  the money come 
from? “ Money is m ere ly  a sym ­
bol, a bookkeeping device fo r 
measuring the accomplishments 
of a people . . . W hat more use­
fu l w o rk  can there be than ra is­
ing the standard of liv in g  of 
every man and wom an in  the 
South?”

I f  the challenge is not m et by 
the Am erican people, the author 
points out th a t “ Even now  the 
Com m unist w o rld  is w a itin g  fo r 
our .way of life  to fa il, and the 
neutra l w o rld  is w a itin g  to 
choose sides.”

Besides his discussion o f the 
economics o f the South, the au­
tho r devotes several chapters to 
the sources o f the Negroes’ sub­
jection, w hich seem to th is  re ­
v iew er to  be open to question. 
He traces i t  to  th e ir social o r­
ganization in  A frica , in  w hich 
they were subject to tr ib a l d isc i­
p line  and had no experience in  
p lanning fo r  th e ir ow n existence 
on the land. The Am erican In ­
dian, on the other hand, “ was by 
nature a m ig ra to ry  hunter, 
proved to be a h ig h ly  unre­
liab le  servant, p re fe rring  escape 
in to  the forest to  any fo rm  of 
service . . . The Negroes o f Cen­
tra l and West A frica  had, by 
contrast, developed beyond the 
hun ting  society to  the stage of 
sedentary agricu ltu re ; they were 
thus adm irab ly suited to the p ro ­
duction o f cotton, and the great 
p lantations o f the South soon 
began to  develop.”

The objection to th is reasoning 
is that the social organization of 
the tribes in  A frica  cannot ex­
p la in  the status o f the Negroes 
in  the U nited States today.

— Constance F. Weissman
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By M u rry  Weiss ♦  
(Second of tw o articles)

The m ain objective of the 
combined attack leveled by the 
B ritish  cap ita lis t press and the 
Labor pa rty  and union bureau­
crats on the Socialist Labor 
League (SLL), w h ich  I discussed 
last week, is to brand the B ritish  
M arxists as "troublem akers,” 
“ outside agitators,”  and “ ir re ­
sponsible s t r i k e  instigators” ; 
and, on such charges, purge them 
from  the Labor party.

In  face o f a w itch -h u n t like  
this, i t  w ould seem the obvious 
du ty  of every honest socialist in 
B rita in  to defend the members 
of the S LL  and stand up fo r 
the ir democratic rights. Many 
B ritish  socialists have done ex­
actly  that. They are against 
purges.

The Tribune, edited by M i­
chael Foot, has expressed its 
opin ion vigorously. The New 
Statesman likew ise. The New 
Reasoner, i f  on ly  in a footnote, 
e x p lic it ly  opposed the purge. 
Many of the Labor party  organ i­
zations denounced the party  
leadership and championed the 
democratic righ ts of those under 
reactionary attack.

The Communist party, how ­
ever, took a d iffe ren t position. I t  
jo ined the w itch-hunters. R. 
Palme D utt, B ritish  CP leader, 
offered the dark h in t tha t behind 
the S L L ’s le ft-w in g  activ ities can 
be found “ Am erican im peria lis t 
gold.”

In  the B ritish  S ta lin is t paper. 
W orld News and Views, Oct. 24, 
1959, one J. R. C. describes the 
Socialist Labor League as “ a 
d isruptive, T ro tsky is t organiza­
tion .”  He tries to prove how 
sin ister the League is by c iting  
the recent N ational Assembly 
w h ich  was attended by some 700 
delegates and observers. H is 
proof does not tes tify  to his 
sense of humor. The League’s 
program  at the Assembly, he 
said, “ s k ill fu l ly  conceals the 
T ro tsky is t character o f the o r­
ganization.”

The S LL  is against the cold 
w ar; i t  proclaim s opposition to 
the manufacture of the H-bom b; 
it  is fo r strengthening the figh t 
fo r the 40-hour week; fo r h igher 
wages; defense Of jobs and the 
shop stewards; against rent in ­
creases; fo r a figh t against 
colonial oppression and racism 
in  England; fo r the extension of 
nationa lization under workers 
contro l; and fo r a tigh t against 
the bans and proscriptions inside 
the Labor party  and the trade 
unions.

A ll  th is doesn’t  foo l our astute 
J. R. C. Since the Trotskyists are 
also in favor of a struggle fo r 
w orkers democracy in the Soviet 
Union tha t makes the S LL  “ anti- 
Soviet.”

Moreover, since the S LL  is op­
posed to p lacing any confidence 
in  the K re m lin  and the im pe ria l­
ists in  the struggl e fo r, peace, 
proposing instead the socialist 
road to peace, J. R. C. has  
“ p roo f”  tha t the S LL  is rea lly  
opposed to peace!

Dual Unionism  Charge

So fa r J. R. C. is s im p ly re ­
peating rou tine  S ta lin is t d is to r­
tions and slanders. O f special 
interest, however, in  these 
circumstances is J. R. C.’s tre a t­
ment of the way the S LL  p a rtic i­
pates in indus tria l struggles and 
opposes the betrayals of the 
trade-un ion bureaucracy. “ On 
the question of industria l s trug­
gle,”  J. R. C. says, “ the b righ t 
idea of the Socialist Labor 
League is to set up a ne tw ork  of 
rank-and-file  committees as a 
para lle l organization to the trade 
union movem ent and to o ffic ia l 
shop stewards committees.”

The a rtic le  concludes w ith  the 
fo llow ing  advice: “ So a ll trade 
union branches w ou ld  be w e ll- 
advised to consider the hidden 
motives o f those who are o r­
ganizing the apparently innocu­
ous ‘N ational Assembly o f L a ­
bor’.”

The charge o f “ dual un ionism ”  
is as odious and unfounded 
coming from  a CP hack as i t  is 
when u ttered by r ig h t-w in g  
trade-un ion officials. Iron ica lly , 
i t  was S ta lin ism  th a t derailed 
the w orkers ’ movem ent th rough ­
out the w o rld  w ith  its u ltra - le ft 
adventurism  o f dual unionism  in 
the early th irtie s ; and i t  was 
the Trotskyists w ith in  the com­
m unist movement who waged a 
great ba ttle  against th is ruinous 
policy.

When the trade-un ion bureau­
crats, however, charge the S LL 
w ith  dual unionism  in  B rita in , 
they mean tha t i t  is im perm is­
sible fo r the rank and file  to 
oppose th e ir false policy and 
misleadership. More precisely, 
they mean i t  is im perm issible 
fo r workers to organize a group­
ing in seeking a new po licy and 
a new leadership.

C entrist C ritics

The B ritish  Communist pa rty  
fears the grow ing influence of 
T ro tskyism  fo r reasons o f spec­
ia l concern to Moscow. The 
fears o f various centrist and sec­
ta rian  radical groups have a d if ­
fe ren t orig in . They see the 
emergence o f a new m ilita n t

Gerry Healy, national secretary of the Socialisl Labor League, addressing recent Assembly 
of Labor. Seated at left is Brian Pearce, co-editor of Labor Review. A t right is SLL chairman 
Brian Behan.

center of M arx is t leadership in 
the class struggle tha t can make 
po litica l life  considerably less 
com fortable fo r them.

The P o litica l Secretary o f the 
Independent Labor party , W il­
fred W igham, who is among the 
most active o f a new galaxy of 
shouters o f alarm, expressed it 
th is way:

“ The mushroom grow th  (only 
a sm all mushroom as yet) o f the 
Socialist Labor League w ith in  
the last tw o  years, w ith  the help 
o f considerable prom inence and 
sensational critic ism s in  the 
cap ita lis t Press, has focused the 
a ttention of some L e ft in te llec ­
tuals on the S L L  . . .”

One group o f these in te llectua l 
critics of T rotskyism  is centered 
around the magazine New Reas­
oner w hich now appears as the 
New L e ft Review a fte r a merger 
w ith  U niversities and L e ft Re­
view. The grouping, w hich calls 
itse lf the “ New L e ft,”  is com­
posed o f fo rm er CP inte llectuals 
who broke w ith  S talin ism  during 
the shake-up th a t fo llow ed the 
Khrushchev revelations and the 
Hungarian revo lu tion.

T rotskyism  has proved a ttract 
tive  to them but they have also 
found it  — repellant. They p ro ­
fess to see in  t he T ro tsky is t 
movement the modern continua­
tion  of a lo t o f o ld evils generally 
in vo lv ing  discipline, centralism , 
and so on. They lum p together 
Leninism  and S ta lin ism  and 
regard T ro tsky ism  as sim ply 
another example o f the same 
evil. The evo lu tion o f these in ­
tellectuals is ce rta in ly  not con­
cluded and one can expect them 
to deepen th e ir th in k in g  on this 
question. The S LL  takes a 
fr ie n d ly  a ttitude  tow ard  them, 
urg ing  them to discuss the basic 
p rincip led questions o f M arxism  
and to partic ipate in  w ork ing - 
class struggles.

A  prom inent member o f th is 
general grouping o f B ritish  
radical in te llectuals, Peter Fryer, 
has recently m oved away from  
the S LL  a fte r several years 
association as one of its leading 
w rite rs. A t firs t he offered no po­
lit ic a l m otiva tion  fo r his sh ift; 
then in  statements to the press 
he accused the leadership of the 
S LL  of em ploying “ S ta lin is t 
methods.”  (See M ilita n t, Dec. 14.) 
H is evidence fo r  th is is tr iv ia l 
and obscure and saturated w ith  
the inference tha t his own disen­
chantm ent should be proof 
enough.

F rye r’s break precip ita ted a 
new flu rry  o f an ti-T ro tsky is t 
campaigning a m o n g  the cen­
trists, For example, the Indepen­
dent Labor party  w eekly, the 
Socialist Leader, Nov. 21, 1959, 
cites F rye r’s departure. This is­
sue rea lly  bears down on the 
m e n a c e  of T rotskyism . A 
screaming front-page headline 
announces: “ S ta lin ism  in  New 
Clothes.”  The a rtic le  is osten­
s ib ly  about the N ational Assem­
b ly  of Labor, bu t the real subject 
is the T ro tsky is t v illa in  G erry 
Healy, a bloody b lackguard to 
believe th is sheet. Here i s a 
typ ica l b it: “ G erry Healy, o ld- 
line  bureaucratic T r o t s k y i s t  
leader, who w ith  bald head 
sweating spoke in  a sty le more 
appropriate to a m eeting of 
peasant guerrillas than a tw e n ­
tie th -cen tu ry  w orkers ’ confer­
ence.”

To th is is added revelations, 
or ra ther h in ts o f revelations, 
tha t the meeting was bludgeoned 
by d ic ta to ria l strong-arm  m eth­
ods.

The charge, however, evapor­
ates as the story itse lf reveals 
tha t the d ic ta to ria l contro l is 
supposed to have been m anifest­
ed in  the fo llow ing  incident: 
A fte r the delegates had voted 
against g iv ing  someone the floor 
the S LL  leaders appealed to the 
body to a lte r its  decision. The 
Assembly agreed! This Showed, 
we are to ld , th a t the S L L  ob­
viously had tig h t contro l o f the 
meeting! The reason fo r  such

bla tan t absurdities on the fro n t 
page is indicated on page five, 
where IL P  theoretic ian W alte r 
Kenda ll announced tha t the 
crisis, in  the S LL  has “ mounted 
to explosive force”  because of 
the departure of Peter Fryer.

Adop ting  the posture o f a 
profound delver in to  the theoret­
ical • roots q f th is “ explosive 
crisis,”  K enda ll points w ith  pride 
to his “ p red iction”  o f the crisis 
in  the Oct. 31 issue o f the So­
cia list Leader. In  tha t artic le, 
Kenda ll claimed tha t w o rld  
T rotskyism  was in  crisis due to 
its in a b ility  to exp la in  how the 
Chinese revo lu tion  trium phed 
despite the leadership o f the 
Chinese Communist party.

N a tu ra lly , he says noth ing 
ahout the articles, resolutions 
and theses w ritte n  by the T ro t­
skyists on th is question. He 
needs the crisis in  order to show 
its “ consequences": “ W ith in  'the  
Am erican (T ro tsky is t) Socialist 
Workers P a rty  a sp lit developed 
over th is and related issues. One 
section led by Joyce Cowley le ft 
the party  altogether. In  B rita in  
a s im ila r situation seems to be 
.arising.”

Here, o f course, K enda ll shows 
ignorance o f somewhat astonish­
ing  degree. Comrade Cowley 
w ould  he qu ite  surprised to hear 
tha t she le ft the SWP, le t alone 
led a group out o f it. A nd be­
cause o f China! K enda ll’s report 
on a crisis in  the S LL  achieves a 
s im ila r level o f accuracy.

Kenda ll frequen tly  gives lip  
service to Leninism  in his a r t i­
cles and grants tha t its essential 
contributions should' be pre­
served. He is equally patroniz ing 
w ith  Trotskyism . But from  there 
on ‘i t ’s a ll down h ill in  the d i­
rection of the centrist critics of 
Bolshevism.

| The S LL  leadership, he says, 
I “ is filled  w ith  a messianic vision 
! tha t i t  (he?) alone held the key 
| to a solution of a ll w o rk in g  class 
' problems.”  This is the fa m ilia r 
I sneer o f the centrist m uddle- 
heads who pride themselves on 

! "no t having a ll the answers”  — 
a mannerism w hich  they equate 
w ith  open-mindedness. I f  Ken­
dall were serious about his 
cliches he would attempt to show 
precisely what tendency has 
better answers than the SLL — 
and on what issues. To charge 
that the Trotskyists think "they 
alone have a key" is simply an 
evasion of his own political re­
sponsibility.

K enda ll asks a question in  the 
Oct. 31 issue o f the Socialist 
Leader tha t te lls  a lo t about his 
politics. “ I t  is not enough,”  he

advises in  an artic le  on “ The 
Crisis o f  T ro tskyism ,”  “ to blame 
the present state o f affairs on the 
betrayal of false leaders. We 
have to ask .. . . W hy is it that 
the workers give their leaders 
the power to betray?" (K enda ll’s 
emphasis.)

I f  you im agine tha t K enda ll 
m igh t a ttem pt even a weak an­
swer to his ow n emphatic ques­
tion  you are no t fa m ilia r w ith  
th is species o f centrism . He is 
rea lly  h in tin g  tha t the socia lis t 
struggle against the labor b u r­
eaucracy is overrated since the 
workers too have th e ir sho rt­
comings. Thus the responsib ility  
o f bu ild ing  a leadership capable 
o f leading the w ay to socialism 
is washed out in  an amorphous 
fo rm ula : the leaders are a l it t le  
to blame and so are the workers.

Sectarian Aloofness

Instead of jo in in g  the S LL  
struggle against the rig h t-w in g  
bureaucratic w itch-hunters, the 
IL P  leaders have adopted a po­
s ition  o f sectarian aloofness 
spiced w ith  an “ analysis”  o f the 
“ m o ra lity ”  o f the SLL.

The IL P  itse lf is opposed to 
socialists w o rk ing  in  the B ritish  
Labor party. They themselves 
were in  the Labor pa rty  up to 
1932, they argue. B u t 27 years 
ago the IL P  “ decided th a t i f  it  
was to continue to w o rk  fo r 
socialism it  w ould  have to  break 
away from  a pa rty  a lready by 
that tim e u tte r ly  discredited as 
representative of w orkers ’ in ­
terests or Socialist strategy.” 
(W ilfred  W igham, Sept. 6 issue.) 
So? So i t  has now become dis­
honest fo r socialists to stay in  
the Labor pa rty  where the m a­
jo r ity  o f the B ritish  w ork ing  
class happens to be.

W igham comments on the 
S L L ’s w o rk  in  the Labor pa rty  
as fo llow s: “ To the uncom m itted 
observer the tactic o f entering a 
pa rty  whose policies you de­
scribe in  the ve ry  first, clause of 
your o ffic ia l po licy statement as 
‘policies o f class be traya l’ ap­
pears s im p ly as dishonest.”  W ig­
ham does “ not accept the cap­
ita lis t m oral code, bu t we have 
a Socialist m o ra lity ,”  he de­
clares. Isn ’t  th is Sunday sermon 
rem arkable fo r  the insp ira tion  
i t  offers? P a rticu la rly  to B ritish  
socialists under a ttack from  the 
bureaucrats?

Who has gelded, other than 
the "sectarian" pontiffs of the 
ILP , that the Labor party is the 
private property of the officials, 
to be approached with all the 
piety due the institution of p ri­

vate p roperty  in  cap ita lis t so­
ciety? S h o u l d  revo lu tiona ry  
M arxists give up figh ting  fo r the 
interests of the Labor pa rty  rank 
and file  because they have been 
proscribed by the bureaucrats?

W igham ’s m oral serm onizing 
'doesn’t even have the m e rit o f 
stating the facts. According to 
the constitu tion  and by-laws o f 
the Labor pa rty , groups repre ­
senting d iffe ring  views on p ro ­
gram are en tire ly  perm issible. 
A ll  tha t the S LL  has asked is 
that the bureaucrats stop v io ­
la ting  the constitu tion  and rec­
ognize tha t members o f the S LL  
have the same righ ts as m em ­
bers o f the Fabian Society and 
the V ic to ry  fo r Socialism group, 
not to speak o f the trade-un ion 
bureaucrats t h e m s e l v e s  who 
have b u ilt a massive machine to 
exert th e ir factiona l views and 
position.

W alte r K enda ll concludes his 
a rtic le  in the Nov. 21 issue w ith  
a few  choice centris t p latitudes 
that deserve to be cut in  
marble. Socialists, he te lls us, 
should “ break away from  try in g  
to CAPTURE the leadership o f 
the class”  and tu rn  “ towards 
ra ising the level o f its  leading 
members at shop, un ion branch 
and Labor pa rty  leve l.”  
(Kend; emphasis.)

How proposes to do this,
w h ile  adhering to the IL P ’s 
“ m ora l”  stand against p a rtic i­
pating in  the Labor pa rty  he 
does not reveal. B u t aside from  
this sm all contrad iction, where 
does the struggle to “ capture” 
the leadership of the class con­
flic t w ith  the struggle to raise 
its level o f consciousness?

A  Regrettable A tt itu d e

Before closing, i t  is necessary 
to m ention another grouping 
tha t has jo ined . the campaign 
against the~ Socialist L a b o r  
League. The M ay 30. 1959, News­
le tte r reported tha t a group o f 
supporters o f a L ive rpoo l pub­
lica tion  called Socialist F igh t 
un ited w ith  the r ig h t w ing  of 
the Labor pa rty  to pass an 
amendment to a resolution p ro ­
testing the ban on N ew sletter 
and the SLL. The amendment 
stated: “ The League (S LL) could 
on ly  hamper the developm ent of 
the movem ent in  its struggle fo r 
socialism.”

What is shocking in an in c i­
dent of th is k ind  is the fact th a t 
Socialist F igh t considers itse lf 
T ro tsky is t and is associated w ith  
T ro tskyis ts  in te rn a tio n a lly  who 
belong to a faction headed by 
M ichel Pablo in  the F ourth  In ­
terna tiona l.

I t  is regrettab le  th a t Pablo has 
not thought it. advisable to re ­
s tra in  his fo llo w e rs \fro m  such 
rab id  factionalism . We do not 
deny the r ig h t o f Pablo to ex­
press w hatever differences he 
wishes w ith  the B ritish  T ro tsky ­
ists; bu t to jo in  in  ‘ a ttacking 
them instead o f closing ranks in  
th e ir defense in  circumstances 
like  these is ce rta in ly  not in  the 
tra d itio n  represented by Leon 
T rotsky.

The Socialist Labor League, as 
can be seen, is faced w ith  a 
fo rm idab le  com bination ranging 
from  the most reactionary sec­
tions of the cap ita lis t press to 
centrists and sectarians seeking 
factiona l advantage at no m at­
te r w hat cost to the B ritish  so­
cia lis t movement.

B u t the League has demon­
strated its capacity to stand up 
under the assault. I t  is gaining 
influence despite the blows 
th row n  from  a ll q uarters. A nd  
i t  is w inn ing  the adm ira tion of 
honest socialist fighters every­
where.

We are certa in th a t the B ritis h  
Trotskyis ts  w il l  continue to give 
jus t as good an account o f them ­
selves in  the fu tu re  as they have 
up to now  in  th is battle. We w ish 
we could do more to help them.

Socialist Quarterly Discusses 
Future of American Radicalism

The w in te r 1960 issue o f the 
In te rna tiona l Socialist Review, 
ju s t o ff the press, offers an ex ­
ceptiona lly  in te resting  group of 
articles on the past and fu tu re  
of Am erican progressive and 
radical movements.

A n  artic le  o f key im portance 
to any student o f the socialist 
movement is featured: “ A m e ri­
can Radicalism : Yesterday, To­
day and Tom orrow .”  I t  is by 
James P. Cannon, founder o f .the 
Socialist W orkers Party.

Cannon is qua lified  to speak 
on th is subject i f  anyone is. Not 
on ly  because he was an active 
pa rtic ipan t in  the movement 
from  its earliest stages, bu t be­
cause he combines a rich  pe r­
sonal experience w ith  though tfu l 
analysis based on decades o f 
struggle as a leading exponent of 
revo lu tiona ry  socialism in  the 
U nited States.

Cannon traces the m ajor tu rn ­
ing  points in  the developm ent of 
Am erican radicalism . He starts 
w ith  the trans ition  th a t Debs 
and his co-workers m ade from

Populism  to socialism and from  
support o f the Dem ocratic pa rty  
to the life -long  convic tion tha t 
the w orkers must bu ild  th e ir 
own po litica l pa rty  against those 
o f th e ir cap ita lis t class enemies.

W ith  cool o b je c tiv ity , s im p ly 
by setting the record stra igh t 
and c iting  the pertinen t facts, 
Cannon concentrates his ana ly­
sis on the question: w ha t hap­
pened to the prom ising rad ica l­
ism o f the th irties?

The conclusion is unm istak­
able and supported by evidence. 
The radicalism  o f the th irtie s  
was de libe ra te ly  and w il fu l ly  
betrayed by the leaders o f the 
S ta lin ized A m erican Com m unist 
pa rty  who replaced th e ir  early 
revo lu tionary  convictions w ith  
opportunism   and class co llabor­
ation in  politics.

Cannon concludes tha t as a re ­
su lt o f th is  betraya l o f revo lu ­
tiona ry  princ ip les “ the radical 
m ovem ent o f the th irties , w ith  
a ll its  grandeur, g lo ry  and pow ­
er, has Spent itse lf . . .  the m ain 
forces o f the new  m ovem ent o f

Am erican socialist radicalism  
have to come from  a new gen­
eration.”

W hat the task of the bearers o f 
the ideological co n tin u ity  o f the 
earlie r movem ent is, and w hat 
durable results the radicalism  of 
the th irtie s  has bequeathed to 
the new generation should prove 
o f in terest to every reader w h a t­
ever his po litica l v iew po in t may 
be.

A d v e rtis e m e n t

Socialist 
Workers Party

W H A T  IT  IS  —  
W H A T  IT  S T A N D S  FO R

By Joseph Hansen
54 pages 25 cents

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place 
New York 3. N . Y .

Tim e to  Call a H a lt
Teachers in  W estbury, Long 

Island, were warned by the 
superintendent o f schools not 
to accept Christmas “ payola” 
g ifts  from  students. “ I f  a k id  
gives you a $50 g ift,”  he ob­
served, “ you’re going to th in k  
a long tim e before you flunk 
that k id .”
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Starting the New Year Right
Thé socialist movement is starting the 

New Year right. In the key industria l 
state of M ichigan’ the - Socialist Workers 
party has won a place on the 1960 ballot. 
“ Your petitions have been checked and 
found sufficient, ”  wrote the state director 
of elections.

This is a substantial victory, one that 
w il l  inspire socialists in  other states, we 
hope, to sim ilar achievements to assure 
an effective 1960 socialist Presidential 
campaign.

The Michigan SWP was not handed 
its ballot place on a silver platter. To 
qualify, 12, 000 nominating petitions were 
requested from every part of the state. As 
insurance against moves by the major 
parties to cheat them of the ir ballot place, 
Michigan socialists filed a thumping 32, 
000 signatures.

This gruelling feat offered a second 
compensation. The campaigners estimate 
that they talked to more than 100, 000 
people, compiling a valuable sampling of 
opinion in the major cities of Michigan.

The petitioners found that there are 
tens of thousands who are dissatisfied 
w ith  the fa ilure  of the Republicans and 
Democrats to solve the problems of war, 
unemployment and racial bias. There is a 
general feeling of insecurity, they report, 
and no hope or confidence that the old 
parties can or w il l do anything to erase 
that feeling. D istrust and cynicism toward 
the two capitalist parties is widespread.

Consequently there is broad sympathy 
for something new. Many ta lk of the need 
fo r a th ird  party, unionists put i t  in  terms 
of a labor party. Most of them feel, though, 
that such ideas are held only by a few 
people. A  hard-h itting socialist campaign 
is going to help crystallize that sentiment, 
and help people to realize that the ir own 
desire for a real change is shared by many 
more than they realize.

To the Michigan socialists who started 
the 1960 ball ro lling, our best New Year’s 
greetings.

When Dr. Willard Uphaus Chose Prison

Sam Kushner, Chicago editor of the 
Worker, Communist party weekly, has 
found an easy way to w in  strikes; namely, 
elect Democratic governors “ friend ly  to 
labor. ”  Kushner made the happy discovery 
when Minnesota Gov. Freeman sent troops 
to intervene in thé AFL-CIO  Packinghouse 
Workers’ strike.

“ When a state m ilitia  evicts strike­
breakers from a struck plant, that is in ­
deed news, ” Kushner declares in the Dec. 
20 Worker. “ This is what happened in 
Minnesota, at the Wilson & Co. meat plant 
at A lbert Lea. Nor is this the firs t time 
fo r Minnesota. In  1934, Gov. Floyd B. 
Olson, the state’s first Farmer-Labor gov­
ernor, established this ‘Minnesota pattern ’ 
when he ordered the state troops out dur­
ing the general strike called by the Team­
sters Union in the Tw in Cities. The troops 
were ordered to maintain the peace by 
shutting down the struck plants and clear­
ing them of strikebreakers. . .  Labor’s 
politica l power can make the Minnesota 
pattern the guide fo r many other state 
administrations. ”

Could anything be easier? Elect a 
Santa Claus like Freeman and you get 
Christmas every day in the year.

What rea lly happened in A lbert Lea? 
On Dec. 11 Gov. Freeman ordered the Na­
tiona l Guard to close the plant. But then 
he opened it  “ tem porarily. ”  And Wilson 
and Co. sued Freeman to make the open­
ing permanent.

Freeman told the court that when 
the strikers set up mass picket lines 
against the armed scabs and violence 
erupted, “ I  made a decision. . .  that no 
one is going to get k illed . ”  That’s why he 
declared m artia l law and sent the state 
troops to A lbert Lea.

The judges responded w ith  a ru ling: 
“ Certa inly the c iv il authorities w ith  the 
aid of the National Guard can control any 
fu rthe r disturbance in and around the 
plant. . .  ”  But this must be done “ w ithout 
the closing of the plant and w ithout an 
order forbidding workers who desire to 
work the righ t of free ingress to and 
egress from  the ir place of employment. ”

How did the Democratic governor re­
act to that strikebreaking ruling? “ Free­
man qu ickly announced his intention to 
‘comply fu l ly ’ w ith  the court’s order, ”  said 
the Dec. 24 Minneapolis Morning Tribune. 
He called on union and company represen­
tatives to meet w ith  him  so that, in  his 
words, “ reopening and operation of the 
Wilson p lant may be accomplished w ith ­
out fric tion , confusion, misunderstanding 
or rum or. ”

He scolded the company fo r refusing 
to promise that a ll strikers would be re­
hired. “ Your threat to your employees and

your fa ilu re  to acknowledge that they 
have any rights is the prim ary cause of 
violence, ”  he said. But he pledged enforce­
ment of the law “ fa ir ly  and equally w ith ­
out fear or favor. ”

Then he turned on the strikers: “ I w il l 
not tolerate violence” when the plant re­
opens Dec. 28. And he asked Ralph Hel- 
stein, president of the United Packing­
house Workers for “ fu l l co-oper ation” in 
preventing fu rthe r disorder.

What is the upshot of a ll of Freeman’s 
wriggling, maneuvering and use of troops? 
A  Dec. 28 AP dispatch tells the ta le  suc­
cinctly: “ The plant resumed operations 
under protection of National Guardsmen, 
sent here 2 1/2 weeks ago to quell picket 
line violence. ”  Wilson is again free to use 
scabs as i t  was before the workers set up 
picket lines to protect the ir jobs.

Kushner’s “ Minnesota pattern”  turned 
out to be a slick attempt at strikebreaking.

What about the precedent of Gov. 
Olson’s use of the m ilit ia  in  1934? The 
Minneapolis truck drivers in  that year 
were under no illusion that Olson was 
using troops to help them out. The leaders 
of the strike had prepared the rank and 
file to re ly solely on the ir own strength 
and on the solidarity of the workers in 
other industries.

Olson soon revealed his hand. A fte r 
directing the truck owners to stop opera­
tions, he allowed them to move cargo 
again under special permit. And under 
troop protection. The strikers responded 
at once w ith  m ilitan t demonstrations.

That was the real “ Minnesota pattern” 
—the pattern of class struggle.

The leaders of the truck drivers in ­
cluded m ilitan t unionists like  B ill Brown 
and revolutionary socialists like  the Dunne 
brothers, Carl Skoglund and Farre ll Dobbs. 
They knew that you can’t w in  strikes by 
depending on false “ friends of labor. ”

Thanks to the class-struggle methods 
they promoted, Olson’s slick strikebreak­
ing moves were defeated, as were the 
vio lent attacks of the police and the slip­
pery moves of t he federal mediators. 
Minneapolis became a union stronghold as 
a result of these bold policies.

And w hy did Kushner go to such to r­
tuous trouble to find m erit in  Gov. Free­
man? Because the Communist party line 
is to back Democrats fo r office instead of 
pressing fo r independent politica l action. 
For display to unionists, the CP needs at­
tractive samples of the product they are 
selling. How d ifficu lt i t  is to find such 
samples is shown by the fact that the very 
best of them turn  out to be strikebreakers 
when the chips are down. That’s the main 
lesson to be learned from  the actions of 
Minnesota’s Democratic governor.

On page one we report a fire in a New 
York tenement caused by a kerosene 
heater. The blaze took the life  of a two- 
year-old child. Follow ing this, the press 
reported another fire in  a tenement bu ild ­
ing in  Jersey City, N. J., caused by a fau lty  
kerosene heater. The to ll there was even 
more terrible.

A  fam ily  of eleven existed in four 
rooms on the top floor. Three of the ch il­
dren, ranging from three to nine years old, 
were trapped when the fire broke out. They 
were burned to death.

Three more are in  the hospital w ith  
critica l burns. Another of the children 
suffered a broken back when she tried  to 
jum p to safety from  the window of the 
fourth  floor apartment. She was also badly 
burned.

The heater was of the same type that 
has caused 200 deaths in  New York in  the 
past decade. In  New York kerosene heaters

are now. supposed to be illegal. But thous­
ands of tenement dwellers are forced to 
continue using them because the ir land­
lords ignore the central-heating law w ith  
im punity. In  Jersey City, the authorities 
don’t  even make a pretense of doing any­
th ing about the situation and the heaters 
are legal.

In  our view the four children that 
died last week were victim s of m urder — 
m urder committed by profit-hungry slum­
lords, w ith  the c ity  officials who guard 
the ir interests, w illin g  accessories.

These crimes are a ll the more revo lt­
ing in  that they occurred in  two major 
cities of the richest country in  the world 
— , a country that has more than enough 
resources to provide safe and decent hous­
ing fo r every one of its citizens. How long 
must America put profits above human 
lives?

(Continued from  Page 1) 
raphers asked the  group to 
move fu rth e r down on the law n 
so the courthouse could appear 
in perspective. The ceremony 
was repeated.

This was to be the pattern of 
the day. Dr. W illa rd  Uphaus, 
w h ite -ha ired  theologian, born 
on a farm  near Muncie. Indiana 
slender and spry at 69. teacher 
of re lig ion , C hristian pacifist, 
believer in  d isputation as the 
way to resolve differences, a 
man whose life  had led h im  to 
abhor inform ers, B ib lica l and 
present-day, stood in perspective 
to the affirm ed legal ve rd ic t of 
his society’s highest court which 
he refused to obey even under 
threat of life  im prisonm ent.

Tow ering in  contrast to the 
man were the M errim ack 
County Superior C ourt and both 
the New Hampshire and the 
U nited States Supreme Court.

Press Notes Drama

F in a lly , in  the few  days be­
fore Dr. Uphaus w ould be con­
fronted fo r a final tim e by his 
inqu is ito r, New Ham pshire A t ­
torney General Louis C. Wyman, 
who was also tha t slate’s one- 
man “ subversive”  investigating 
comm ittee, the press of the 
country had begun to under­
stand the dram a inherent in 
th is  confrontation. They noted 
th a t Dr. Uphaus a rrived in Con­
cord w ith  a volum e of Thoreau 
(once im prisoned h im se lf fo r 
refusal to pay taxes to support 
a governm ent po licy  he abhor­
red), as w e ll as a B ib le  under 
his arm, tha t the M errim ack 
R iver, about w h ich  Thoreau had 
w ritte n , ran through the tow n 
of Concord; and they referred 
to Thoreau’s essay “ C iv il D is­
obedience”  w h ich  had inspired 
Ghandi.

Much depended tha t day on 
the persistency of W illa rd  U p­
haus’ refusal to  tu rn  over guest 
lists o f the summ er camp he 
directed fo r W orld  Fellowship, 
lists no rm a lly  available to any 
police o ffic ia l in  a squad' car 
w ith  the r ig h t to examine guest 
rosters of pub lic  lodg ing houses. 
O nly a few  weeks before, three 
Negro m inisters in F lo rida  were 
cited fo r contem pt fo r refusal 
to tu rn  over to a leg is la tive 
com m ittee in th a t state the 
membership lists of the National 
Association fo r the Advance­
ment of Colored People w hich 
had w orked fo r in tegration 
under - circumstances al m o s t 
identica l w ith  those of the U p ­
haus case. There also the p re ­
te x t had been a search fo r 
“ Communists”  or “ subversives, ” 
there also, the purpose was to 
destroy by pub lic  exposure o f 
its adherents, the w ork  o f a 
group w ith  dissenting views.

A  s im ila r state comm ittee in 
M ississippi had the month be­
fore held hearings, portrayed in 
local papers as a “ prelude to 
ou tlaw ing  the N AA C P. ”

By the day o f the Concord 
purge hearing, every d a ily  news­
paper in  the U n ited  States had 
received a round-up on the cases 
of a to ta l o f th ir ty - fo u r  A m e ri­
cans facing ja il  fo r th e ir refusal 
on F irs t Am endm ent grounds to 
co-operate w ith  Congressional 
and state committees or to name 
names. One of these th ir ty - fo u r, 
L loyd  B arenblatt, had already 
been ja iled  on Nov. 10, is  now 
held in  the D anbury, Conn., 
federal prison.

The lines were draw n tau t in 
Concord tha t day. How firm  
w ou ld  th is  man prove to be? 
How strong the New Hampshire 
bastion of ins titu tiona lized  Mc- 
Carthyism?

The confronta tion setting was 
a simple New England court­
room about s ix ty  feet square 
w ith  oak benches fo r on ly 120 
observers. In  the m idd le  was a 
large open space W ith tw o 
tables. As the hearing tim e of

Before They W ent to Prison

Lloyd Barenblatt (left) and Dr. W illard Uphaus at the 
Nov. 7 rally called in New York by the Committee of First 
Amendment Defendants. Last June, the Supreme Court up­
held "contempt-of-court" convictions against them for having 
refused to give information to witch-hunting bodies. Both are 
now serving prison terms for exercising their rights under 
the Constitution.

. . .  Rockefeller
( Continued fro m  Page 1) 

o f account the fact th a t A m e r­
ica’s ru lin g  fam ilies also contro l 
the  Dem ocratic pa rty  and its 
choice o f candidates. Conse­
quen tly  the outcome o f a con­
test between the Democrats and 
Republicans is not o f fundam en­
ta l concern to  them, w hatever 
th e ir preferences.

B u t to  pu t a ROCKEFELLER  
in  the W hite House! Even one 
as presentable as the governor 
of New York? In  a w o rld  of 
m ounting an ti-im pe ria lis t m ove­
ments? In  a country o f deepen­
ing class struggle?

In  such circumstances to as­
sume open ru le  o f im peria lis t 
Am erica is a grave decision. B e t­
te r to continue to  ru le  v icarious­
ly  through a p o litica l servant.

That was w hy  Rockefeller, 
who w ou ld  lik e  to emboss his 
stationery w ith  the W hite  House 
address, was persuaded by the 
Morgans and Du Ponts to p ick 
up the hat he had th ro w n  in  the 
ring.

COFFIER COFFEE
The Food and Drug Adm in­

istration last month seized 3 1/2 
tons of a substance labeled in­
stant coffee. I t  proved to be 
“dextrose. ” Dextrose is “a crys­
talline dextrorotatory sugar. ”

three p. m., Dec. 14, approached, 
extra  tables were brought in  
fo r eighteen reporters and cor­
respondents. T h e  courtroom  
could not hold an estimated one 
hundred other friends and sup­
porters who w aited in the cou rt­
house lobby below.

A  large clock hung on the 
w a ll between oak-fram ed por­
tra its  o f bearded New H am p­
shire ancients. As i t  c licked off 
the fina l m inutes before the 
judge’s entry, and the audience 
quieted, the strains of song 
d rifted  in to  the courtroom  from  
below in an unplanned demon­
stra tion of support led by mem­
bers o f the c lergy who had 
come to uphold one of th e ir own.

F irst, “ A  M igh ty  Fortress Is 
O ur God, ”  w r itte n  in  1529 by 
M a rtin  Lu the r;

"The prince of darkness grim  
We fremble not for him.

'His rage we can endure:
For lo! his doom is sure;
One little  word shall fell him. " 
T h e n  a Christmas carol, 

“ Adestes F ide lis”  w ith  its words, 
“ Oh come a ll ye fa ith fu l, Joy­
fu l and tr ium phan t. ”

W ith  the bang of a gavel from  
the Sergeant at A rm s and a 
crisp order to “ a ll rise” by the 
clerk, Superior C ourt Justice 
George R. G rant, Jr., b risk ly  
seated h im se lf and the proceed­
ings began.

W yman, who had pub lic ly  
characterized the announced re­
fusal of D r. Uphaus to in fo rm  
as a “ deceit and a sham, ”  open­
ed the proceedings. He stated 
tha t the order fo r D r. Uphaus to 
produce the tw o packages of 
index cards conta in ing the guest 
lists to the W orld  Fe llow ship  
Camp in Conway, N . H., was 
“ pa rt of a la w fu l investigation 
— w hich  in  no w ay attempts to 
censor any activ ities —  and in ­
vaded no freedoms. ”

Persistently t h r o u g h  tw o 
hours 'o f court proceedings 
W yman eased away from  his 
own ro le in  demanding the lists, 
said, “ I t  is now fo r the C ourt 
to inqu ire  of th is w itness. ”  

Hugh Bownes, o f Saconia, 
N . H., a ttorney fo r  Dr. Uphaus, 
challenged the r ig h t o f the 
court to renew a demand fo r  the 
lists on the basis tha t the 
amended leg is la tion om itted an 
authorization “ t o  determ ine 
w hether subversive persons ar e 
presently w ith in  the state. ”  

Judge G rant who had o rig in a l­
ly  sentenced Dr. Uphaus to an 
indeterm inate te rm  u n t i l  he 
“ purged h im se lf”  o f the con­
tem pt by tu rn in g  over the lists, 
declared a recess to study a 
memorandum prepared by B ow ­
nes and a w ord o f hope w ent 
flown to those in  the lobby.

B u t the judge q u ick ly  d is­
missed the m em orandum w hich 
has since become the basis o f a 
renewed appeal to the New 
Hampshire Supreme Court.

The judge then turned to Dr. 
Uphaus to “ urge upon you the 
thought tha t th is  is no contest 
between you and the A tto rney  
General w ho operated w ith in  
the a u tho rity  o f our general 
court. ”

“ This case has been reviewed 
by tw o h igher courts inc lud ing  
the Supreme C ourt w hich is cer­
ta in ly  sensitive to in d iv id u a l 
righ ts, ”  Judge G ran t continued. 
“ I  shall now ask you i f  you are 
going to com ply w ith  m y order 
o f Jan. 5, 1956. ”

Bownes im m edia te ly  question­
ed the a u th o rity  under w hich 
the judge made the request and 
Judge G rant rep lied w ith o u t 
reference to the previous de­
fense m otion, “ I  do have the 
au tho rity  and I  am exercising 
it. I  found h im  in contem pt tha t 
day and I  th in k  his contempt 
has continued. ”

Tu rn ing  again to Dr. Uphaus, 
he 'asked, “ W hat is you r an­
swer? ”

Dr. Uphaus Speaks
D r. Uphaus, leaning w ith  his 

knuckles on the table, s tra igh t­
ened, looked a t the judge 
th rough his rim less glasses and,

speaking w ith o u t notes, said 
s im p ly and e loquently in  the 
s ilent courtroom :

“ On January 5, 1956, in th is 
courtroom , I  said tha t there was 
no question in my l ife  to w hich 
I  had given more thought, more 
p rayer and sought the advice of 
a greater num ber of friends and 
colleagues. Since then W orld  
Fellowship has had fo u r suc­
cessful seasons and has brought 
together m any fr ie n d ly  people 
in the U nited States and abroad 
in fe llow sh ip  to discuss the 
problems tha t m ankind faces 
today. A t no tim e was there a 
thought o f s u b v e r s i o n  of 
thoughts o f ove rth row ing  this 
state or th is country. We talked 
o f social problems and w orld  
peace. The B il l  o f R ights is pa rt 
o f m y life  and I  w ish to uphold 
it. I  am also proud to uphold 
the constitu tion o f the State of 
New Hampshire w h ich  protects 
the r ig h t of conscience.

“ I  am strengthened in  m y 
stand by the m in o rity  decision 
o f the Supreme C ourt w hich 
held tha t the investigation was 
fo r the im perm issible purpose of 
exposure fo r exposure’s sake. I 
hope to see th e day, your honor, 
when laws tha t inqu ire  in to  the 
thoughts o f men and women in 
v io la tion  of th e ir righ ts  of 
speech, press and assembly w i l l  
be declared unconstitu tional.

“ M y lo ya lty  to God is no t in 
contrad iction to th is state or th is 
country. M y position is not de­
fiance, i t  is standing in the pre­
sence of h is to ry  and o f m oral 
law . I  stand upon the basic h is­
to ric  and m oral trad itions of

our country and on m y con­
science.

“ M v conviction, w h ich  has 
grow n out of 69 years of liv in g , 
and comes from  a grandfather 
who was a m in is te r, and from  
my years in the church, is tha t 
i t  is a mean and contem ptib le 
th in g  to b rin g  innocent people 
in to .  p u b lic  scorn and loss of 
live lihood.

“ I t  is not m y purpose to be 
defiant o r stubborn or contu­
macious or to pu t m yself above 
the law , bu t before God and be­
fore m y friends here today, I 
can do noth ing else than say 
‘No’ . ”

Sentence or "Finding"?

In  the quiet of the courtroom  
as Dr. Uphaus seated him self, 
Hugh Bownes stood to address 

. h im self to the nature of the sen­
tence. He was supported by a 
second defense counsel, Royal 
France of New Y o rk  C ity.

“ You persist in  using the w ord 
‘sentence, ’ ”  Judge G rant to ld 
both attorneys angrily , in an ap­
parent a ttem pt to sh ift the onus 
from  the bench back to the de­
fendant h im self whom  W ym an 
had prev iously  said, “ has the 
k&ys to his own freedom . ”  
Agreem ent was reached th a t 
any ru lin g  im prison ing D r. U p ­
haus w ould  be called a “ find ing. ”

Several character witnesses 
were sworn in and th e ir state­
ments entered in the record.

Judge G ran t’s steel cool eyes 
w ent s low ly  around the cou rt­
room. On a sheet o f paper he 
“ found and adjudged”  W illa rd  
Uphaus in “ contem pt o f th is  
court, ”  ordered h im  com m itted 
to the M errim ack C ounty ja il, 
“ there to rem ain fo r  one year 
from  th is  date o r. u n til he purges 
h im se lf o f contem pt or on fu r ­
th e r order o f th is  court. ”

Possible Loophole

The judge had given h im se lf 
a loophole fo r  a possible com­
m uta tion  o f sentence. The year’s 
term  was itse lf a pa rtia l v ic to ry  
over the w itch -h u n t as the inde­
te rm inate  sentence could have 
been reimposed w h ich  w ould  
have meant a life  im prisonm ent.

A  stern-faced c le rk  read out 
the message in  a New England 
nasal twang. As the “ find ing ”  
was pronounced, tw o  deputy 
sheriffs moved in tow ard  Dr. 
Uphaus.

In  a small anteroom. D r. U p ­
haus was asked i f  he wanted 
any message delivered to his 
friends.

“ Send them  m y warmest 
greetings, ”  he said, “ and te ll 
them  I  w i l l  stand firm . ”

“ No, ”  he then reconsidered, 
“ they know  th a t already. ”

A n  hour la ter, when he was 
fin a lly  led downstairs, about 
f i f ty  friends were s t il l  in  the 
lobby. F lanked by the deputy 
sheriffs, D r. Uphaus paused on

the m arble steps as the group 
sang the last stanza o f “ A m e r­
ica, ”  w ith  the substitu tion  used 
by Southern Negroes, o f the 
w ord “ soon”  fo r  “ long. ” :
"Soon may our land be bright 
W ith Freedom's holy light/'
D r. Uphaus w iped a tear from  

his cheek as the flashbulbs again 
popped. He was then taken to  a: 
small w indowless cell in  the 
M errim ack C ounty ja il,  fourteen 
m iles north  o f Concord in  Bos- 
cawen, N . H., where he is s t i l l  
held w h ile  a large-scale move­
ment fo r clemency suggested by 
both the New Y o rk  Times and 
the W ashington, D . C., Post- 
Times H era ld  gains increasing 
strength.

Defense attorneys im m edia te ly  
moved in New Ham pshire Su­
preme C ourt to ove rtu rn  the 
conviction on the new grounds. 
W yman, $gain on hand to figh t 
the move, accused D r. Uphaus 
of try in g  to “ m anufacture a false 
fro n t o f m arty rdom ”  and de­
scribed as “ no th ing  short o f 
sacrilege”  Uphaus’ contention 
tha t he stands on “ m y lo ya lty  
to God, the C onstitu tion, the 
B il l  o f R ights and m y con­
science. ”  ,

Observers recalled, however, 
tha t du ring  the hearing, W ym an 
and tw o  aides sat at one table 
im m edia te ly  in  fro n t o f the 
judge’s rostrum , w h ile  d ire c tly  
behind sat Dr. Uphaus and the 
tw o defense counsel. N ot once 
had W ym an tu rned  to address 
his opposing lawyers or to  look 
face-to-face at the slender sym ­
bol o f conscience behind h im .

Headlines in Other Lands
Nehru Turns Down 
Parley with Chou 
On Border Dispute

In d ia ’s P rim e M in is te r N ehru 
turned down a Dec. 21 sug­
gestion by Chinese Prem ier 
Chou E n-la i th a t the tw o  meet 
Dec. 26 to discuss the Chinese- 
Ind ian  bol der dispute. Chou also 
suggested n e w ,  conc ilia to ry  
term s fo r se ttling  the fro n tie r 
conflict.

In  his rep ly  to Chou, Nehru 
did not offer a meeting at a d if ­
fe ren t date and scored Chou fo r 
not having accepted his own 
“ reasonable and p rac tica l”  p ro ­
posals fo r easing the fro n tie r 
dispute.

Charge 'Rightists' 
In China with Acts 
Against Communes

The latest artic les in the C h in ­
ese Com m unist p a rty  press 
against “ r ig h tis t”  inn e r-p a rty  
opponents charge th a t last sum­
mer the “ r ig h t-w in g ”  elements 
got fu l l  contro l o f some coun­
ties in  Hunan province, forced 
m any pub lic  mess halls in  the 
communes to close, “ w ent open­
ly  on the road to capita lism , ”  
and created a chaotic condition 
in thé countryside. This is the 
version published by the Peking 
People’s D a ily  Nov. 30, accord­
ing to a Dec. 22 A P  dispatch 
from  Tokyo.

A no ther Chinese newspaper, 
the Changsa New Hunan, Nov. 
22, quoted the commander of 
the m ilita ry  d is tr ic t as saying 
the dissidents tr ied  to w in  over 
armed forces in  the area as 
w e ll. The author o f the artic le, 
Shang Chen, appeals to the 
“ small num ber o f cadres w hich 
have deviated from  the correct 
though t”  to “ make haste and 
come back to the revo lu tiona ry  
rank and file . ”

In  another “ a n ti-r ig h tis t”  a r­
tic le  in  the People’s D a ily , the 
paper said (according to a Hong 
K ong dispatch Dec. 16 to the  
N ew  Y o rk  Times) th a t if-p e a -

sants were le ft  to  themselves, 
they w ou ld  “ head fo r  cap ita l­
ism. ”  Hence the need fo r  mass 
campaigns guided from  the top. 
The “ rig h tis ts ”  have allegedly 
critic ized the mass campaigns.

F ina lly , a Dec. 19 Reuters d is­
patch from  P eking reports tha t 
Red Flag, the CP C entra l Com­
m ittee ’s theoretica l jo u rn a l has 
accused the “ righ tis ts ”  o f ca rry ­
ing  on “ factiona l ac tiv ities ”  and 
“ a n ti-p a rty  activ ities  inside the 
pa rty . ”  Red F lag scored as “ ab­
surd”  the charge o f the ‘r ig h t­
ists”  tha t the pa rty  lacked de­
mocracy because i t  w ou ld  not 
le t them  speak.

Pravda Reviews 

Stalin's Errors
Though describing S ta lin  as a 

“ staunch figh te r fo r  socialism, ”  
P ravda devoted more space to 
his “ m istakes”  than to his 
“ achievements”  in  an a rtic le  ob­
serving the e igh tie th  ann iver­
sary of his b ir th , Dec. 21.

Im m edia te ly  a f t e r  S ta lin ’s 
death, said Pravda, “ the L e n in ­
ist nucleus o f leading men in  the 
p a rty ’s C e n t r a l  C om m ittee”  
opened a campaign against the 
“ personality cu lt. ”  The c ritic ism  
of S ta lin  had been “ courageous”  
and a “ complex and ve ry  res­
ponsible m atte r. ”

The Pravda a rtic le  ended w ith  
a long lis t of post-S ta lin  reform s 
in fore ign policy, industry, a g ri­
cu lture , education and housing.

Chinese Experiment 
W ith  New Textiles

The People’s R epublic of 
China has experim enta lly  p ro ­
duced 10, 000 varie ties o f new  
textiles  and new designs th is 
year, a recent Hsinhua news 
agency release received in  Hong 
Kong reported.

Accord ing to Chang Kuang- 
nai, C hina’s m in is te r o f te x tile  
industry , the num ber o f cotton 
te x tile  spindles in  production 
increased by 70% fro m  1949 to 
1959. The num ber o f w ool sp in­
dles increased 36%.

French Parliament 
Votes to Subsidize 
Parochial Schools

U nder th rea t by Pres, de 
G aulle to fu r th e r c u rta il its 
powers, the French parliam ent 
voted 427-71 to grant state finan­
cia l aid to Catholic schools. THe 
measure w il l  g ran t parochiá l 
schools about $60 m illio n  in  
“ a id ”  next year.

However, popu lar opposition 
to the breach in  the separation 
of church and state is fa r  great­
e r in France than the parliam en­
ta ry  vote indicates. As the Dec. 
27 N ew  Y o rk  Times adm its edi­
to r ia lly , “ V o ting  in  the N ational 
Assembly, in  the F if th  Republic 
is often. . .  rigged. ”

New Federation 
Favored by Chilean 
Trade Union Parley

La Prensa, N ew  Y o rk  Spanish 
da ily , reports th a t at a recent 
trade-un ion  congress in  Chile, 
delegates adhering to  the  Com­
m unist p a rty  w on a m a jo rity  o f 
posts in  the leadership. The 
Communists got 645 votes, the 
socialists 403, and the “ T ro tsky ­
ists”  17.

The Communists pushed a res­
o lu tion  favo ring  a ffilia tio n  w ith  
the Confederación de T raba ja ­
dores de Am erica  La tina , w h ich  
is headed by Lom bardo Tole­
dano, w e ll-kn o w n  S t a l i n i s t  
trade-un ion o ffic ia l o f M exico.

The m a jo rity  o f the delegates 
opposed this, however, and voted 
in  favo r o f creating a new L a tin  
Am erican trade-un ion  organiza­
tion  as recen tly  proposed by the 
Cuban trade unions.

The Cubans ended th e ir  a f f i l i ­
a tion w ith  the A F L -C IO  spon­
sored In te r-A m erican  Regional 
O rganization o f Workers.

A t one po in t the  discussion be­
came so heated th a t fis t fights 
broke out.

Am ong the  resolutions ap­
proved by the delegates was one 
nam ing capita l as the “ enemy”  
o f the  w o rk in g  class.

Indict Florida 
Prison Guards

Eleven guards at the state 
prison in R aiford , F lorida, are 
under federal ind ic tm en t fo r  
b ru ta lities  v io la ting  the c iv il  
righ ts o f Negro and w h ite  in ­
mates. One of the guards’ fa vo r­
ite  punishments was to keep 
prisoners, w ith o u t c lo th ing  or 
food, chained to the bars o f 
th e ir cells, in te rm itte n tly  tu rn ­
ing high-pressure fire hoses on 
them, fo r as long as a week.

Rep. C. O. Roberts, a member 
of the state leg is la tu re ’s prisons 
committee, jum ped to the de­
fense o f the ind icted  guards, 
declaring, “ they are ju s t good 
old cracker boys. ”

Roberts also said: “ I  object to 
the federal governm ent com ing 
down here and in d ic tin g  these 
men. I f  the state of F lo rida  lets 
these men down, we w on ’t  have 
any guards le ft  and we w on ’t  
be able to h ire  any. ”

The federal ind ictm ents came 
after state offic ia ls had sought 
to w hitewash the s itua tion  by 
dismissing a guard captain and 
lieutenant.
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Watch that Bath W ater
B y H a rry  B ing

The fo llo w in g  conversation between tw o 
supporters of the Com m unist pa rty  took place 
recently  in  a New Y o rk  cafeteria. Its  authen­
t ic ity  is beyond question, as I  got i t  from  an 
unusua lly  unimpeachable source.

“ W hat d id  you th in k  o f the pa rty  co n ve n -' 
tion , Stanley? Looks to me like  w e’re s t i l l  on 
the  same k ick . We s t i l l  need more ‘c ritic ism  
and se lf-c ritic ism ’ and more vo te-hustling  fo r 
the  Democrats. ”

“ M ax, you couldn’t  be more w rong. This 
convention was a landm ark. I t  gave the P arty  
the ‘New Look ’ tha t Comrade Dennis pledged 
in  1956. ”

“ You mean they redeemed the pledge by 
dum ping Dennis and g iv ing  Gus H a ll his job? ” 

“ You know  pe rfectly  w e ll, Max, th a t Dennis 
had a m ild  stroke or sm all heart a ttack and 
couldn’t  attend the convention. ”

“ Sure. I  also noticed in  th is  week’s W orker 
th a t he’s ‘ra p id ly  recovering’ and he’l l  be tak ing  
on ‘curta iled  a c tiv ity ’ w ith in  a m onth. ”

“ Be tha t as i t  may, Max, i t  was ce rta in ly  
an opportune development. Comrade H a ll is 
p rov id ing  the m ovem ent fresh and inspired 
leadership. U n fo rtuna te ly , I  wasn’t  a delegate 
at the convention; bu t I read the extracts from  
his keynote speech in  the W orker. I t ’s a re ­
m arkable  job  of scientific analysis o f ou r past 
errors, and b r i ll ia n t oratory, too. I t ’s rich  w ith  
the  language o f the people. ”

“ W ell, maybe. B u t I ’m s ittin g  i t  out fo r a 
w h ile  yet, Stanley. I ’m  re a lly  beat ou t runn ing  
errands fo r tha t Tammany hack in  m y d is tric t. 
A nd  th a t ‘progressive’ shop chairm an I  helped 
elect is s t i l l  g iv ing  me a hard tim e. ”

“ Max, you ’re a perfect example o f w ha t 
Comrade H a ll explained is s ti l l  w rong w ith  the 
pa rty . L is ten  to w hat he says; I ’m quoting from  
the te x t: ‘Some o f our cadre and a small section 
of our mem bership and some o f the friends and 
members who le ft our ranks are a fflic ted  by a 
disease one could designate as “ negativism . ”  ’ 
Tha t’s w ha t you ’re a fflic ted  w ith . ”

“ You mean i t ’s a disease? I  thought i t  was 
ju s t tha t we’re m aking such steady headway 
backwards. ”

“ Tha t’s pure subjectiv ism , w h ich  Comrade 
H a ll explains is a fo rm  o f the disease o f nega­
tiv ism . A nd  he put his finger r ig h t on the root 
source o f the in fection. L is ten : ‘I f  you are one 
o f those who sits and w a its  and sulks in  a m ist of 
negative fcynicism  you are so because you have 
been influenced by the ideology, the propaganda 
o f the cap ita lis t class. ”

- “ I t ’s true, Stanley, no one ever accused me 
o f positive cynicism  and i t  does seem to  be 
getting  p re tty  m isty. B u t I  never caught wise 
tha t i t  was cap ita lis t ideologists tha t were m ak­
ing  me cynical about knocking ourselves out 
supporting an ti-labo r po litic ians lik e  Steven - 
son. ”

“ M ax, life  itse lf couldn’t  provide a better 
example than you of Comrade H a ll’s point. He 
explains tha t we made so m any errors in  the 
past because ‘We never re a lly  grasped the 
Len in is t concept o f the struggle on tw o  fron ts . ’ 
The b ig m istake was th a t ‘We changed from  one 
fro n t to  the other, and therefore have fought 
o n ly  one d irection  o f deviation at a tim e . ’ A nd 
he offers a m agnificent d ia lectica l explanation 
o f w hy  we are always ‘re jecting  and th row ing  
out the hea lthy body w ith  the distorted g row th . ’ 
He points out we’ve been doing th a t at the very 
Same tim e tha t w e’ve been w r it in g  and speaking 
'against the idea o f. th ro w in g  out the baby w ith  
the bath w ater. ’ Inc iden ta lly , I  th in k  th a t pa rt 
about the baby and the bath w a te r drives the 
po in t home w ith  rea l foi'ce. Tha t’s ju s t w hat 
we’ve been doing —  th ro w in g  out the baby 
w ith  the bath w a te r. ”

“ To me, Stanley, i t ’s s t i l l a l it t le  m is ty . ”  
“ I t ’s pe rfectly  simple. L is ten : ‘Dux'irxg per­

iods when our emphasis i s .  against the R ight, 
a ll tactica l questions tend to be raised to the 
leve l o f p rinc ip le  and du ring  periods w hen the 
emphasis is against the L e ft danger, princip les 
are. genera lly b rought down to the tactica l 
leve l’. ”

“ C lear as pea soup. ”
“ Never m ind you r negativism , M ax. Com­

rade H a ll provides the answer. I t ’s a m asterfu l 
add ition  to M arx is t-Len in is t-S ta l—. . .  M a i'x is t- 
L cn in is t theory: ‘We have not fu l ly  learned 
the lesson tha t w h ile  one or the o ther o f the 
germs is active and weakening the party , the 
opposite germ moves in ’ . ”

“ N ow  I  get i t !  O ur new General Secretai'y 
is saying tha t i f  we shut the door to keep out 
th e 1 R igh t germs w h ile  w e’re opening the w in ­
dow to get r id  o f the L e ft germs, then w e’l l  be 
able to th row  out the tub  and save both the 
baby and the bath w a te r! ”

“ I t ’s good to see tha t at least you ’re grap­
p ling  w ith  the pi-oblem, M ax. A t any rate, to  
use one of Comrade H a ll’s rich  metaphors, ‘L ife  
Its e lf’ w i l l  demonstrate the v a lid ity  o f th is  sci­
en tific  analysis o f w ha t’s been in fec ting  the 
P a rty  and how to cope w ith  i t .  ”

B y A le x  H arle

The highest ju d ic ia l body in  Connecticut, 
w h ich  goes by the unusually  apt t i t le  o f Supreme 
C ourt o f E rrors, upheld a la w  Dec. 22 w hich 
an expei't in  the fie ld recently  characterized as 
m aking  the  citizens o f th a t state, “ the largest 
mass c rim ina l population in  Am erica. ”

The five-m an cou rt unanim ously upheld 
tw o  1879 statutes fo rb idd ing  the prescrip tion 
o r use of b irth -co n tro l drugs or devices. The 
la w  provides a $50 fine and a 60-day to  one- 
year ja il  te rm  fo r e ither “ offense. ”

The latest rea ffirm a tion  o f the statute came 
in  re p ly  to a legal challenge by Dr. C. Lee 
B uxton, chairm an o f the Obstetrics D epartm ent 
a t Yale U n ive rs ity , and tw o  m arried  couples 
and a m arried  woman, a ll patients o f his. They 
charged tha t the statutes v io la ted  the F our­
teenth Am endm ent w hich fo rb ids the states to 
“ deprive any person o f life , lib e rty  o r p roperty  
w ith o u t due process o f law . ”  They now  plan 
an appeal to the U. S. Supreme Court.

The ru lin g  uphold ing the  b irth -co n tro l ban 
is not w ith o u t interest. In  it, the judges estab­
lish  these facts:

•  D r. B uxton  is “ an em inently  qualified ob­
s te tric ian  and gynecologist. ”

•  One o f his patients, w ho jo ined in  the 
su it under the pseudonym, Jane Doe, 25, when 
th ree  and a h a lf months pregnant, had “ de­
veloped a condition w h ich  brought her to the 
ve ry  b r in k  o f death. H er physical condition is 
now  such th a t conception and another preg­
nancy w ou ld  be exceedingly dangerous to her 
life . She needs and requires advice as to w ha t 
preventive  measures can be taken to avert a 
recurrence o f the experience she suffered. ”

•  In  the case o f the couple identified as 
Paul and Pauline Poe, the judges found, “ Mrs. 
Poe, who is 26 yeai's old. . .  has born three 
abnorm al ch ild r en, no one o f w hom  lived  more 
than 10 weeks. The basic cause o f these abnorm ­
alities is thought by Dr. B uxton and o ther qua l­
ified medical specialists to be genetic, b u t the 
prognosis is ve ry  uncerta in  and renders the 
prospect o f another pregnancy extrem ely d is­
tu rb in g  to both M r. and Mrs. Poe. ”

•  N or is the  problem  insoluble, the court 
said. “ The p la in t if f  B uxton  has know ledge o f 
drugs, m edicinal articles and instrum enta lities 
w h ich  could be safely used to p revent concep­
tion  and pregnancy in  the women p la in tiffs , who 
desire to live  norm al m ar ried  lives w ith  th e ir 
husbands. ”

•  This is not s im p ly  the op in ion o f the 
court. “ I t  is conceded by the dem uri’ers [the 
state of Connecticut] th a t the use o f contra­
ceptives is, according to medical science, the 
best and safest measure fo r  the p la in tiffs  to 
fo llo w  in  order to  avoid pi'egnancy. ”

The coux-t fu rth e r explained tha t i t  has the 
x-ight to “ in te i'fe re ”  w ith  laws th a t do no t “ serve 
the public hea lth  safety, morals o r w e lfa re  or 
. . .  deny o r in te rfe re  w ith  p riva te  rights ' un ­
reasonably. ”

A fte r  presenting these b lock-busting argu­
ments against the b irth -co n tro l ban, you may 
w e ll ask, on w ha t possible basis d id the judges 
manage to uphold  it?

The sim plest argum ent in  the w o rld : The 
p la in tiffs  have another a lte rna tive . . .

“ . . .  abstinence fro m  sexual intercourse. ”
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C H R ISTM AS IN  T H E  C O U N T I N G  
HOUSES — I t  is estimated by the N ational 
S ta tionery and Office Equipm ent Association 
th a t $10 m illio n  in damages (like  d rinks spilled 
on desks and carpets) i-esulted fo r  those firm s 
tha t thi-ew office Chi-istmas parties. A n  in sp ir­
ing s ight fo r the w oxld ’s underfed m illions !

•  •  •

P A IN  IN  THE N EC K —  From  w atching 
television you can get a pain in  the neck as 
w e ll as the breastbone, the arteries and the 
back —  and besides, you may become v ic tim  
o f “ comm and-automatism”  (exam ple: one man 
w atch ing  a haix'-tonic demonsti-ation began 
scooping w ater from  the goldfish bow l to pu t 
on his ha ir). This w arn ing  appeared in Lancet, 
an English medical journa l. However, i f  you ’re 
a confirm ed V id ie t, Lancet recommends ade­
quate ligh ting , proper chairs, and avoidance of 
t ig h t clothes, especially tig h t gix’dlcs, during  
te levision sessions.

•  *  •

C A P IT A L IS T  B R AIN S  A T  W ORK — Gov. 
Nelson A. Rockefeller has come up w ith  a neat 
w ay of reducing crimes com m itted by youths.
He recommends a la w  to low er the age of
adults to 15. Youths of 16 can then be called 
adults, can be tr ie d  in  adu lt coux-ts and given 
adu lt sentences instead o f being sent to  cor­
rectiona l schools fo r juveniles as the la w  now 
provides.

*  *  *

NOT A  B A D  ID E A  — R eta il druggists are 
com pla in ing tha t customers have been g iv ing  
them a hard tim e since the price-gouge scandal 
h it  the headlines. A  Jacksonville  pharm acist 
says:  “ The w hole th ing  is being wx-apped
ai-ound our necks. I ’m confident we a ll w i l l  be 
in the investigation  before i t ’s over. ”

*  *  *

W ATC H  T H A T  STANCE! — Ruth Preston, 
w r it in g  in  the New Y oi'k  Post on c lo th ing  fash­
ions in  the past ten years, x'eports tha t the 
decade saw “ a ve ry  impox-tant change in s il­
houette fo r both men and women. A nd w ith  i t  
came a change in  posture from  ex-ect (to sup- 
pox-t a p rom inent and pointed bosom, t in y  
w a ist and rounded, even padded, h ip ) to  a 
more relaxed stance w ith  pelvis almost fo rw a rd  
o f the  w a is tline  w h ich  gives the figure a much

longer, slim m er line  w ith  h igh, x'ounded, not- 
so-px-ominent bosom. This was also ti-ue in 
m en’s fashions. . .  the well-padded shoulder 
and long, loose jacket. . .  gave w ay to naixow 
unpadded shoulders w hich rounded the shoulder 
line  and, w ith  the h ip  he ld  ra the r w e ll fo r- 
wai-d, gave an extrem ely slender look. ”  Or as 
they said in  the c lo th ing  ti'ade, i t  was a w ay o f 
slenderizing the pocketbook th rough planned 
posture obsolescence.

*  *  *

AR E THE TR AC KS SAFE? — A  priva te  
engineei-ing fii'm  w h ich  investigated New 

■ Y o rk ’s subway system issued the com forting  an­
nouncement tha t i t  had found the tracks “ safe. ”  
H owever, i t  also found th a t i t  w i l l  take tw o  
years to cari-y out the extensive repairs needed 
to “ keep”  them  safe. New Y o rk  C ity  newspapers 
have been runn ing  accounts day in  and day 
out illu s tra tin g  the dangerous deterio ration  of 
the famous subway ne tw ork. Democratic 
M ayor W agner’s response to th is  was to h ire  
Cover dale an d C o lp itts to make a fou r-m onth  
survey at a cost o f $70, 000 to the taxpayers. The 
engineering o u tfit —  s tr ic t ly  by coincidence, of 
course —  was the same one th a t supervised
repa ir w o rk  done in  the previous pei’iod.

*  *  *

BECAUSE OF SM AZE A N D  SMOG — The
pi'oblem o f coiTosion has fiecome grea tly  in ­
tensified in  recent yeai's. Accoi'ding to H enry 
L . Shuldener , pxxsident o f W ater Service L a b ­
oratories, Inc., the w ater used in cooling frozen- 
food apparatus, refrigerators, a ir conditioner's, 
etc., picks up so much of the chem ically active 
gases from  the atmosphere th a t no metal com­
m only used today in  w ater-conveying systems 
can w ithstand the corrosive action. He says that 
damage from  corrosion can be in the fo rm  of 
clogging or d ila tin g  spiay-nozzle apertures, 
leaky pipes, perforated plates and destruction 
of copper condenser tubes. Even copper can 
actua lly  be dissolved from  brass or copper p ip ­
ing by some water. The breakdowns from  dam ­
age, he adds, axe most lik e ly  to occur ju s t when 
“ the equipm ent is most needed”  —  lik e  when 
you ’ve ju s t loaded you r freezer w ith  $20 w orth  
o f meat. The expei't d id not say w hat the effect 
o f the corrosive gases m igh t be on hum an lungs

Detroit ACLU Pays 
Tribute to Lockwood

B y F rank  Lovell

The D e tro it chapter o f the 
Am erican C iv il L i b e r t i e s  
U nion commemoi'ated B il l  o f 
R ights Day, Dec. 15, by p re ­
senting its  firs t annual award 
fo r “ outstanding achievements 
in  the fie ld  o f c iv il libe i'ties”  
to  Charles C. Lockwood.

This pub lic  recognition and 
acclaim of Lockw ood’s défense 
o f c iv il libe rties  m arks a big 
step fo rw a rd  fo r  the A C LU  
and the w hole c iv il- lib e rtie s  
movem ent in  th is c ity . I t  shows 
tha t the struggle fo r  c iv il l ib ­
erties is regain ing self-con­
fidence.

D uring  the past years, when 
i t  was less popular to defend 
so-called “ secu rity -risk ”  cases, 
Charles L o c k w o o d  never 
tu rned down anyone who was 
under attack. He helped o r­
ganize the local K u tche r C iv il 
R ights Committee, was the 
defense attorney in  the Radu- 
lov ich  and Lupa cases, and was 
prom inent in  the fig h t against 
the M ich igan “ anti-subvers­
ive ”  T rucks law.

These w ere the cases tha t 
received the most pub lic ity . 
There were m any others tha t 
he handled before A rm y  re ­
v iew  boards and local “ se­
c u r ity ”  committees and won. 
Most o f these cases received 
l it t le  a tten tion  and seemed to 
m any at the tim p to be im ­
portan t on ly  to the in d iv id u a l 
v ic tim s and to Lockwood. To 
h im  they ce i'ta in ly  were im ­
portant. H is m a rk  as a real 
figh te r fo r  c iv il libe rties  is 
tha t he sees in  every in d iv id ­
ual v ic tim iza tion  an attack on 
the basic righ ts  o f a ll.

A  scroll c iting  Lockwood fo r 
his conti'ibu tion  was presented 
by H aro ld  M orris, A C LU  De­
tro it  chapter chairm an, du ring  
ceremonies at the McGr egor 
Conference Center at Wayne 
State U n ive rs ity .

Accepting th is recognition of 
his w ork, Lockwood rem inded 
his colleagues in the legal 
profession th a t much remains 
to be done in  the c iv il- lib e rtie s  
field. He x-ecalled th a t he had

often sought add itiona l legal 
aid on cases and ha<? been to ld  
tha t “ security risks”  don’t 
have enough money. B u t 
money is no t everyth ing, 
Lockwood said. C iv il libei'ties 
must be defended out o f du ty, 
and the rewards ai'e greater 
than money.

Discussing the po litica l c l i ­
mate in  w h ich  the w itch -hun t 
grew, Lockwood recalled tha t 
i t  had gained the most from  
the A tto rn e y  General's "sub­
vers ive" lis t, iirs t issued under 
the Trum an adm in istra tion.

The present Congress, he 
said; has been a great disap­
po in tm ent to everyone who 
expected l i b e r a l  legislation 
from  i t  and th is  is the respon­
s ib il ity  o f both the Republican 
and Democratic parties.

He concluded by saying tha t 
since both m a jo r parties have 
fa iled, those w ho w ant to p re ­
serve the basic concepts de­
fined in  the B il l  o f R ights must 
now  examine other po litica l 
forms, “ especially socialism! ”

Those who came to honor 
Lockwood and to partic ipa te  
in  the ' ceremonies included 
prom inent figures in  the union 
movement, the legal profes­
sion, the M ich igan couxts, and 
the educational and re lig ious 
fields.

Members of the new ly  
form ed A dviso ry  Committee to 
the chapter’s executive board 
were introduced. The com­
m ittee includes Lockwood and 
othei-s who have long been 
fro n t- lin e  fighters fo r c iv il l ib ­
erties.

Justice George Edwar ds of 
the M ich igan Supreme C ourt 
spoke on “ The Price o f the 
B il l  o f R ights, ”  and declared 
tha t “ the x'ights tha t w ith e r 
fo r  the weak, the friendless 
and the g u ilty  w il l  eventua lly  
be taken away from  a ll. ”

A  statement was read from  
M ayor M i r ian i e x to llin g  c iv il 
liberties. I t  m igh t be tter have 
been sent to the Police De­
partm ent, notorious fo r its d is­
regard o f legal rights.

. . .  Strike at Albert Lea
( Continued from  Page I )  

and asked its  membei'S to “ go 
along”  w ith  it.

W ilson and Co. filed su it 
against Gov. Freeman to regain 
fu l l  use of p lan t fac ilities . The 
federal court ru led  th a t the 
p lan t must be perm itted  to i'e- 
open; however, the governor 
could keep troops there to m ain­
ta in  “ order. ”  In  its an tilabor 
rtxling the court castigated the 
governor’s way of using troops: 

“ The workers [scabs] who de­
sired to re tu rn  to th e ir w o rk  at 
the p lan t wei'e fo rb idden to re ­
tu rn , and p la in t if f ’s r ig h t under 
the fedei'al constitu tion to op­
erate its p lan t was abrogated by 
the decree of the m ilita i'y . ”

In  w ha t has been taken as a 
reference to Gov. Faubus, who 
used state troops to p revent Ne­
gro child i'en from  going to 
school in  L it t le  Rock, A rk ., the 
coui't stated, “ B y  w ay o f anal­
ogy, le t us assume a situa tion  
tha t not in fre q u e n tly  arises in  
our country. Racial hati-ed, fo r 
instance, against so-called m in ­
o r ity  citizens m oving in to  a 
com m unity, w ith  the resulting' 
demand tha t such citizens leave 
the neighborhood, often incites 
mob action. I f  the violence could 
not be suppi-essed by local auth- 
oi'ities, a governor could impose 
m artia l law  and the m ilita i'y  
could issue an order th a t the 
innocent citizens leave the 
neighborhood because i f  they 
d id so, peace and tra n q u ility

w ould p reva il. ”
“ Lawlessness in th is  manner 

could be suppressed bu t i t  w ould 
be obtained by com pelling the 
v ic tim s of such lawlessness to 
surrender t h e i r  constitu tiona l 
righ ts so precious to a ll freedom- 
lov ing  people. ”

This to rtu red  piece of legal 
sophistry, w h ich  attem pts to 
draw  a para lle l between m in ­
o r ity  peoples m oving in to  a 
segregated neighborhood and 
scabs m oving in to  s tr ik in g  
w orkers ' jobs, provides fresh 
evidence o f the trad itiona l 
ro le o f the courts in  labor d is­
putes.

C learly the next developments 
depend upon the decisiveness of 
the workers. However, the lead­
ership o f the U nited Packing 
house W orkers has no t issued a 
single statement up to now  in ­
d icating w hat should be done.

P ub lic  statements have been 
issued by R. A . Olson, M inne­
sota president o f the A F L -C IO  
and W a lte r Cramond, president 
of the M inneapolis C entra l L a ­
bor U nion Council. These com­
mended the governor 'fo r ca lling  
out the ti'oops!

The next move is up to the 
Minnesota u n i o n  movem ent 
w h ich  has a unique oppo rtun ity  
to show th roug li m ilita n t ac 
tion, as i t  d id in 1934, how  to 
b r e a k  out of an an tilabor 
squeeze-play p u t on by a com­
pany in  collusion w ith  govern­
m ent officials, courts and troops.

when the producer and cast of 
the show, then in  Europe, cabled 
absolute insistence tha t several 
Negro musicians be included in  
the orchestra.

. .  1960 Can Be Best Year
( Continued fro m . Page 1)

am sure his friends w il l  be in ­
terested to know  not on ly  tha t 
Geor ge’s sp irits  are good and 
tha t he keeps active most o f 
the tim e bu t also w ha t he 
th inks about the period ahead, 
w hich I ’l l  summai'ize hei-e: 

“ 1960 can be, and I  th in k  
w il l  be, the best year fo r revo- 
lu tionai-y socialism since the 
cold w a r began. Things are 
opening up a ll around. The 
hypnosis is broken. People are 
beginning to open th e ir eyes 
and ask questions and though 
they may be shocked a l it t le  
by some answei's, there ’s a 
greater readiness to listen than 
in  the last 13 years. I f  we don’t  
make progress in  the 1960 elec­
tion  campaign i t  w il l  be p a rtly  
our own fau lt, pax'tly because 
we w il l  have fa iled  to realize 
w ha t the opportunities are or 
w il l  no t have taken fu l l  ad­
vantage o f them.

“ I f  you r to u r does noth ing 
else, ”  he to ld  me, “ i t  w i l l  be a 
success i f  i t  w i l l  d i'ive th is  one 
po in t home w herever you go. ”  

For emphasis George open­
ed a book o f Frederick Doug­

lass and read me a passage in  
w h ich  tha t great agitator, a fte r 
20 years o f un re m ittin g  s trug ­
gle against slavery, bemoaned 
the apparent apathy and in ­
difference o f the Am erican 
people to the abo lition is t mes­
sage.

I t  was dated on ly  nine 
months before the outbreak of 
the c iv il w a r tha t ended in  
the abo lition  of s lavery l

“ I  don’t mean th a t the 
Am erican w orkers ai'e on ly  
nine months away from  a fina l 
showdown w ith  capita lism  
now, ”  he explained. “ W hat I 
mean is tha t the best and most 
clear-sighted l'adicals must a l­
ways be cai'eful to  watch fo r 
changes even before they fu l ly  
m ature and be ready fo r  them  
in  time. To me, a ll the signs 
po in t to  the best oppo i'tun ity  
l-evolutionary socialists have 
had in  yeai’s.

“ B u t o f coui'se w hat happens 
w il l  depend on how  w e ll we 
understand the opportun ities 
and how  hard we w o rk  to  w in . 
them . ”

F ra te rna lly ,
Farrell Dobbs
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ACLU Puts 
Jim Crow 
No. 1 Fight

B y F lora Carpenter

A fte r  fo u r decades of per­
fo rm ing  a “ watchdog function , ”  
the Am erican C iv il L iberties 
U nion views the fu tu re  in  its 
fie ld op tim is tica lly .

“ C iv il libe rties  can never be 
perm anently ‘out of the woods’, ”  
Executive D irecto r P a t r i c k  
M u rphy  M a lin  declares in  a 
fo rew ord  to the organization’s 
th ir ty -n in th  annual report. “ B u t 
they are a lo t better o ff than 
they were in  1 9 5 4 .. . .  A nd they 
w il l  be a lo t be tter off in  the 
fu tu re  than they m igh t other­
wise be, i f  — fo r  the A C LU  — 
life  begins, once again at fo r ty !  ”  

The report cites d iscrim ina­
tion, N orth  and South, aa the 
na tion ’s p rim a ry  “ c iv il  liberties 
problem . ”  A lthough  i t  believes 
i t  sees im provem ent in  the 
school in tegra tion  process, the 
A C LU  sees l it t le  possib ility  of 
comprehensive congressional ac­
tion  on c iv il righ ts in 1960 due 
to “ exigencies o f presidentia l 
po litics. ”

O ther m ajor issues invo lve 
free speech, belief, association, 
due process and equa lity  before 
the law.

“ On the church - and - state 
fro n t, ”  the A C LU  supported 
legal action and protested both 
re lig ious teaching in  pub lic 
schools and the use o f pub lic 
fac ilities  —  such as build ings, 
textbooks, and buses —  by pa­
rochia l schools.

In  the past year clashes oc­
curred between the A C LU  and 
Postmaster General A r th u r  B. 
Sum m erfield over postal censor­
ship. The departm ent “ w ould 
do w e ll, ”  the A C LU  says, “ to 
remember tha t its job is to de­
l iv e r  the m ail, and tha t A m e ri­
cans are free to decide w hat 
they w il l  read. ”

In  the academic fie ld, the 
A C LU  notes its opposition to the 
1958 National Defense Education 
A c t w h ich  grants such w ide au­
th o r ity  to the U . S. Commissioner 
of Education th a t i t  constitutes 
“ a th rea t to the un iversities’ 
freedom to protect th e ir stand­
ards o f admission and student 
performance. ”

The A CLU  hails a court re­
versal in New York of "a de­
cision by a state official [Car­
mine De Sapio] in refusing a 
place on the ballot to the In ­
dependent Socialist party" 
because of minor irregularities 
on nominating petitions. The 
case indicates the need for 
"thorough re-evaluation of the 
state election laws to simplify 
the requirements for minority 
representation..
The report contains a concise 

roundup of cu rren t c iv il l ib ­
erties cases in  fields extending 
from  racist attacks in the South 
against the N ational Association 
fo r the Advancem ent of Colored 
People to reactionary laws a f­
fecting b ir th  control. Am ong the 
defendants mentioned are F rank 
W ilk inson, W illia m  W orthy, Pete 
Seeger, A sbury  H oward and 
W illia m  L. Greene.

The im portan t L loyd  Baren- 
b la tt and W illa rd  Uphaus free- 
speech cases are cited in  the 
report.

However, the survey does 
not mention the international­
ly  famous case of Morton So- 
bell, who was convicted and 
sentenced to th irty  years dur­
ing the witch-hunt hysteria 
surrounding the trial of Julius 
and Ethel Rosenberg. The 
A CLU  offers no reason for the 
omission.
W hile  defending labor’s r ig h t 

to picket, the A C LU  reversed a 
position, held since 1942, tha t 
urged the unions “ vo lu n ta rily  
to create an in te rna l democracy 
of free speech and due process. ”  
The A C LU  approves the new 
K ennedy-Landrum -G riffin  law  
on the ground th a t organized 
labor “ having sown the w ind  of 
neglect, has th is  year reaped the 
w h ir lw in d , even from  friends. ”  

M a lin  notes the A C L U ’s cu r­
ren t membership of 45, 000 and 
pays special tr ib u te  to its  800 
co-operating attorneys in  300 
cities who “ w o rk  w ith o u t fee. ”  
He salutes the appearance of 
other organizations concerned 
about the defense o f c iv il l ib ­
erties in  Am erica.

To a Segregationist?
“ Do I  w an t m y daughter to 

m a rry  a segregationist? C urious­
ly  no one has ever challenged me 
w ith  tha t question — though i t  is 
a sensible one and is harder to 
answer than some questions tha t 
get th row n  around more fre ­
quently . The question is d iff ic u lt 
because I seriously doubt the 
wisdom o f in te rm arriage be­
tween segregationists and in te - 
grationists. However, I  oppose 
leg is la tion fo rb idd ing  such in te r­
marriages. ”  —  Roger Shinn in  
C h ris tia n ity  and Crisis, quoted 
in  the Southern P a trio t.

San Francisco 
Musician Locals 
and Jim Crow

By George Lavan

The announced merger of San Francisco’s Local 6 
(white) and Local 669 (Negro) of the American Federation 
of Musicians is heartening news for a ll opponents of Jim  
Crow and spotlights how much * ------------- — ----------------------------------

Lithographers 
Fight Injunction 
Move by Gov’t

SAN FRANCISCO  — H ear­
ings on an app lica tion  to  bar 
the Am algam ated L ithographers 
o f Am erica from  inc lud ing  a “ hot 
cargo”  clause among contract 
demands opened in  federal court 
here Dec. 21. The N ationa l Labor 
Relations Board applied fo r  the 
in ju n c tio n  against Loca l 17 o f 
the un ion  w h ich  has been on 
s tr ike  since Nov. 23. A  ban on 
hand ling  m a te ria l fro m  struck 
p lants has been tra d itio n a l in  the 
un ion  contract.

A  sto rm y m em bership m eet­
ing o f the un ion  Dec. 19 voted 
746 to 271 to re ject a contract 
agreement reached by In te rn a ­
tiona l un ion  offic ia ls and the 
em ploying lithographers. Top 
union officia ls, inc lud ing  Edw ard 
Swayduck, president o f the large 
N ew Y o rk  local, had come here 
to he lp  secure a s tr ike  se ttle ­
m ent th a t w ou ld  p ro tect the 
un ion ’s job  and ju risd ic tio n a l 
rights. The employers’ moves to 
ro ll back w o rk  rules were bo l­
stered by the N LR B  in te rve n ­
tion  under the  K ennedy-Land­
ru m -G riff in  law .

The In te rna tiona l o f f i c i a l s  
sought to  sign an agreement be­
fore  the  court action on the  in ­
ju n c tio n . application. A c c o r d  
w ith  the employers was reached. 
I i  was th is  agreement th a t was 
rejected by the m em bership 
meeting.

Strong mem bership opposition 
developed when i t  was learned 
tha t ne ither the local’s negoti­
a ting  nor executive committees 
had played any pa rt in  w o rk in g  
out the agreement. F u rthe r, the 
new agreement w ou ld  provide 
on ly  a 4% wage increase as 
a g a i n s t  the across-the-board 
raise o f $10 o rig in a lly  demand­
ed. This p a rticu la rly  incensed 
unsk illed  w orkers who, under 
previous contracts, have received 
equal raises w ith  sk illed  w o rk ­
ers.

The agreement was defended 
as a v ic to ry  on the key issue of 
union security  by the In te rn a ­
tio n a l’s law ye r Ben Robinson 
and Local 17 President B randen­
burg. They poin ted to the ad­
vantages o f going in to  cou rt w ith  
the s tr ike  ended and a contract 
a lready signed.

M any members saw m e rit in  
these arguments b u t questioned 
the need o f g iv ing  up so m any 
economic demands to secure the  
agreement.

Notes in the News

Local Directory

s till needs to be done to e rad i­
cate a ll form s of segregation 
from  the labor movement.

In  a news release, ha iling  the 
San Francisco musicians’ merger, 
John Hammond, chairm an o f the 
Music Com m ittee o f the U rban 
League o f Greater New York, 
says: “ We hope tha t th is  merger 
w il l  po in t to  the e lim ina tion  o f 
the 46 segregated locals o f the 
A FM  before its nex t convention 
in  June 1960. ”

I t  is no tew orthy th a t on ly  15 
of these J im  Crow locals are in  
the South and nine in  border 
states. The rem ain ing  ones are 
in  such places as Denver, B ridge ­
port, New Haven, H artfo rd , C h i­
cago, S ioux C ity , Topeka, Bos­
ton, St. Louis, Buffalo, P itts ­
burgh, Philadelphia, S e a t t l e ,  
M ilw aukee and s ix  in  Ohio.

The San Francisco m erger is 
being achieved o n ly  under the 
spur of the recently  passed state 
F a ir Em ploym ent Practices law  
although the proposition has 
been under discussion in  the 
union fo r the past five years.

In  San Francisco and other 
cities w ith  segregated musicians’ 
locals, resistance to m erger has 
come not solely fro m  bigoted 
w h ite  elements in  the union. In  
some instances i t  comes fro m  the 
officers o f the Negro locals and 
from  the members as w e ll. Ne­
gro musicians, lik e  a ll Negroes, 
hate and resent segregation, bu t 
w ith  specific m erger propositions 
th e ir desire to end J im  C row  is 
outweighed by fears tha t dis­
c rim ina tion  in  a merged local 
w ould deny them  representation 
in  union offices and worsen th e ir 
lo t economically.

A  fu r th e r com plicating factor 
is that, lik e  o ther o f the en ter­
ta inm ent unions, thè  A F M  has 
contractors (h iring  agents)'in  its 
locals. These w h ite  contractors 
are actua lly  bosses and usually 
have a vested in terest in  the 
status quo w h ich  is usua lly  seg­
regated orchestras. Because of 
th e ir economic ho ld  on union 
members, dependent on them  fo r 
jobs, these contractors command 
pow erfu l cliques and machines 
in many locals and b itte r ly  op­
pose in tegration.

The New Y o rk  U rban League 
statement on ending J im  C row  
locals in  the A F M  calls fo r guar­
antees of equal trea tm ent to  N e­
gro members o f merged locals. 
“ The de fin ition  o f equal tre a t­
ment includes adequate repre ­
sentation on the boards of 
merged locals and assurances 
tha t job  opportun ities w il l  be 
offered to a ll on the b a s is . of 
m e rit. . .  Fu rther, a ll locals of 
the A FM  should take positive 
steps to ensure equal job  oppor­
tun ities  and the in teg ra tion  of 
orchestras in  th e ir ju risd ic tio n . ”  
• I t  is a shock to  learn ju s t 
how  w idespread d iscrim ination  
against Negro musicians is. 
Though New Y o rk  C ity  has an 
integrated A F M  local, d isc rim i­
nation in  h ir in g  is commonplace. 
A n  Urban League study early 
in  1959 revealed tha t ne ither the 
New Y o rk  P h ilharm onic nor 

I M etropo litan  Opera, orchestras 
. hhd ever h ired  a Negro musician. 

O f the dozen orchestras sent 
overseas by the State D epart­
m ent on ly  one (J u llia rd  School) 
was integrated. The 26 musical 
shows on Broadw ay from  1956 to 
1958 employed approxim ate ly  
650 musicians of w hom  on ly  14 
— and these m a in ly  in  tw o 
shows w ith  Negro themes or 
stars — were Negroes.

Even w ith  the 1953 production 
o f “ Porgy and Bess, ”  the l i ly -  
w h ite  contractor gave in  on ly

A p t l y  N a m e d  C o u r t


