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A’ e 'labar's: M:rsclés
Flabby and Untrained?

By Tom Kerry

7 The American ' labor movement has been recently
subjected to its severest mauling since the merger con-
" vention of 1955 which unified the AFL and CIO into one

federatlon numbering some 14‘

mllhon members.

. The wunification of the nval
federatlons was heralded as the
1 dawn'of a new era for the or-

) ganized union movement. The
anti-labor offensive - following
the enactment of Taft-Hartley in
1947 and the McCarthyite reac-
tion in the fifties provided the
maln 1mpetus toward unification.
“United into one body, the union
heads promised a reversal of the

" trend toward union retreat and

stagnation.
Four years have elapsed since
the ‘merger: Drawing a balance

~  of the four-year period in its ac-

count of the recent San:Fran-

cisco AFL-CIO convention, the|

Sept.- 19 issue of the magazine,
. Business Week, observed: “Four
' years ago, unions in the old AFL
and CIO counted on their mer-
ger into. AFL-CIO to give them
" the brawn and muscle for new
successes.”. What has been  the
result? = -
. “It: '(AFL-CIO) has suffered
serious setbacks in bargamlng,
. organizing, legislative, and pb-
litical fields. It has. had very
. few off-setting successes. And it
faces growing problems.”

_There is no questlon in' the

view. of the publlcation, which

~ “"speaks for big busmess that. the |
potentlal ¢
muscle” “Used. effectlve]y, says . me
- which the formal merger con-
- vention was held. The unity con-

. AFL-CIO  has :the
BW, “the muscle could give la-
bor economic and social power.
"But- the .muscles haven't been
used effectively. Some of labor’s
top leaders complam in frustra-

. "Injunctron Ike" call a’ summit’

,conference of labor and indusiry

consider and develop |

es. fo! ‘_'Just and har-

’power :

monious ' labor- management re-
lations.”

The Meany letter 1s larded
with- platitudes —- “our coun-
try’s free collective bargaining

system,” “our democratic way of |
 life,” etc., etc. This approach is

intended; presumably, to empha-
size the fact that there is no dis-
agreement.on the really impor-

‘tant issues between Wall Street,
. Washington and Meany. Then
:why fight about secondary issues
tlike wages, hours and working

conditions .— which can all be
resolved by a friendly chit-chat
between labor and industry

statesmen?

There is an' old proverb that
says: Experience is a hard teach-
er ‘but fools will learn by no

‘other! But what of those, who

having goné through the hard
school of experience, persist ‘in
clinging to their illusions? They,
presumably, are enthroned as
labor statesmen! For it was none
other than George Meany who

‘participated in a summit meet-|
ing at the very birth of the AFL- |

CIO in 1955.
The 6ccasion — a Congress of

‘I American Industry, held in New

York in December 1955 with
George Meany as guest speaker
on the subjéct: “What Organ-

ized Labor Expects of Manage- |

ment.” It “was the month in

vention was preceded by months
of fevered outery. by the employ-
ers ‘over the use to which labor
intended to put 1ts augmented

No Expenence" :

. In hls speeoh Meany hastened i
to’ ass

fhe' top ‘brass of Ameri-

at the

: “actually

e very tle - pOWer. For.in-

stance, Meany. elaborated “they

have absolutely no power to tell

anyone to-go on stnke. And '’ he

added “it may mterest you to
( C (mtmued rm Page 4)

"_BoSton Makes Its Goal

TA Month Ahead of Tlme

. By Reba Aubrey, Campaxgn Dnsector
Dec 16, 1773. That’s an important date in.American
hzstory That was the day a'band of American revolution-
ists dumped a cargo of tea from a Br1t1sh shlp in Boston

harbor. A poor way to make tea®

_but a good way to demonstrate
agamst a‘government tax; it be-

came known as the Boston Tea

Party and it helped make Boston
famous as the cradle of liberty.
‘The -political - descendants of
those tea makers have got me
enthusxastlc enough to make a
motxon that. another date go
down.in history — Novi 16, 1959.
That was the ‘day ‘the comrades

of the Boston branch of the So-

cialist. Workers Party completed
their quota in the Socialist Pub-
-lications Fund — in full and one
‘month ahead of time!

“For the benefit of the histor-

ians, -the. following is the text
‘of the document that accompa-
Yied that wonderful-looking
: check “T just can’t believe we
“were able to fulfill our pledge
$0 soon. Previously,. every time
a fund drive would start, some
 unforeseen . difficulty. would
arise. Everythmg moved smooth-
~ly and speedily-in this drive. The
. comrades did realize the im-

portance of getting the money in
-as soon as possible. We are most

happy.”
*~That was signed by Franklin,

The Boston' family that made its |

mark in . the First American

‘Revolution seems. to have its

eyes on another one coming up.
~All of us, I'm sure, will take

special pride in a. success like |

that ‘and feel it as an inspira-
, tion to step up our efforts.

Phlladelphra fund director.

Davxd Stevens hit the  target
. square in the center, I think,
when he said (with an accom-
panying check of course), “we
realize we're  behind' and: now
that we ‘have passed the half-
way mark we will have to go

full steam ahead to finish in full

and on time:!” | .

~_James - Boulton likewise as-
sured us -that while only 50%
of the Milwaukee quota is in,

virtually the entire amount has
" been: subscribed-and the heat is

.- onfor thelast half.
oA number of other branches
e, doing well also: but T'll have

tion them next. week be-

cause I want “to use the space
remaining here to- discuss some-
thing  special,’ thought up by
V. R. Dunne.

A ‘veteran of 55 Years in the
labor and ' socialist ‘movement,
including leadership in the his-
toric Minneapolis Teams ters
strikes, .Comrade Dunne is
known' for his keén - interest in
strategy and tactics. ;

"So it’s quite hatural that he
began to take a friendly inter-

est in the progress of our “Gen-

eral” who. stands. for contribu-
tions sent by Militant readers
directly to us'instead of through
SWP branches. Up to now, the
General has been lagging behind
almost everyone else.

In a letter this week Comrade
Dunne told me why. The speed
at'which a general marches, he
says, is determined by how well
his ranks are organized. Our
General ‘represents ‘“‘an impor-
tant group of 1ndependent SO~
cialist fighters,” who may not
agree with every bit of ‘our pro-

gram but who would like to see|

the distribution of soc1ahst lit-
erature -expanded. So, says Com-
rade Dunne, how about passing
on some hints and tips on how to
get organized?

The General cah make that
$150 quota if just 20 readers will
agree to contribute $1 each, an-
other ten -agree to contribute $5
and five contribute $10. In fact,
it will put him* right over the
top, brass buttons and all.

The very day we received this

welcome leiter ‘on ‘tactics and
strategy, the manager of Pioneer

Publishers came ‘upstairs with

what was - obviously the first
application for “membership in
the ‘General's army — just o
prove how right Comrade Dunne
was. Along with a book order,
D. S. of Long Island, N, Y,, in-
cluded $10 to be forwarded o
the Socialist Publication Fund.
So how-about you" Won’t you
hclp the General in his “war

aim” — to win peace through SO+

cialism?
(See scorebo
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Layofts Hit

Los Angeles

Steelworkers

Workers in the Maywood and
Vernon plants of Consolidated

Western Steel, a division of U.S.|

Steel, were hit with layoffs on
returning to work under the
Taft-Hartley injunction. The
company laid off 378 at May-
wood and 103.at Vernon, = '
The Maywood plant employed
1,850 before the strike; Vernon,

520.. The company has heen en-|’

gaged, primarily in work on
rocket and missile launchmg de-
vices.

The company attempted to
justify the layoffs with the ex-
cuse that it had lost contracts as
a result of the strike.

At an angry meeting of more
than 600 members -at Vernon,

Local 2058 officials dencunced .

the company action and ex-

on the part'of the company 1o

‘starve the steelworkers into sub-

niission and 1o smash the union.
A meotion was put “To refuse

to return to work until all of}
the laid-off men were recalled.” |

Local President M. L. Sierras,

while expressmg sympathy w1th ;

the union spirit behind the mo-

'tron,rruled it out-of order as
‘conflieting” with* the' Intema—‘

tional’s constitutlon

The following day, C]ﬁalles I
Smith,  director of District 38,
USW, denounced tHe layoffs as
a violation of the intent of the
Court back-to-work
order.

He said Governor Brown had
been asked to have the State

Department ‘of Employment -in- |

vestigate - tHe ' layoffs.. Smith!A
pointed out that if the employees
had been notified “when such
alleged cancellations of -orders
took place they would have been
eligible for unemployment bene-
fits,” ‘and “they could have been
looking elsewhere for perman-
ent employment.”

Workers on strike in "Cali-
fornia cannot draw jobless bene—
fits. Those laid-off can.

“The company knew-well in
advance of the court - ruling
whether these reductions were
necessary., By keeping the em-
ployees in the dark wuntil the
moment of the court ruling, the
company has indeed struck a
low blow to the workers and
their families who already have
been suffering months of job-
lessness due to the company in-
stigated shutdown,” Smith said.

The Steelworkers Union is
taking the cases up with the
Department of Employment and
continuing strike relief to its
hard-hit members.

Meanwhile the layoffs at the
two U.S. Steel plants continue.
Management rumors have it
that at least another 700 will go
in the next few weeks.

pressed the opinion that the’
layoffs were just another effort

. ciple inivolved. . . -

Mexican Students Fzght Bus Fare sze

Mexican students at Guadalajara use an overturned bus as a platform during a protest
demonstration Nov. 5 against a sudden five- centavo fare hike. The studenis stopped 97 buses
from operatmg but were attacked by federal troops who wounded 12' of them. The cost -of
living has been increasing sharply in Mexico.- A five-centavo increase, which -is four-tenths
of a cent, doesn’t sound like much unless you know that even a. skilled ‘Mexican ‘worker

.makes only about $2.40 a day. Most Workers earn a lot less. As for student t-

5 :the prm-‘ ;
«

Defenders of civil rights  in
New. York are anxiously await-
ing’ ‘the decision by Gov. Nelson

‘Rockefeller on whether or
not chain-gang fugitive Willie
Reid will be returned to Florida.
After hearing pleas by Reid’s at-
torneys on Nov. 10, Rockefeller
announced he would give his de-
cision in a week. That time has
passed and still no word.

In that week the Governor's
office. ‘has been deluged with
petitions, telegrams and letters
urging him to revoke the extra-
dition papers against Reid.
These papers were signed by
former Gov. Harriman, a Demo-
crat, but have been continued in
force by Republican Rockefeller.
The refusal okthe U.S. Supreme
Court 6n Nov. 9 to review the
Reid case, made them automat-
ically operative.

Among resolutions passed ask-
ing that Reid not be extradited
was one by the state convention
of the AFL-CIO, meeting id
Buffalo. Rockefeller addressed
this convention the day before
the resolution was passed. It de-
clares that to put Reid into the
hands of the notorious anti-la-
bor, anti-Negro sheriff of Lake
'County, Willis V. McCall, may
‘be tantamount to signing Reid’s
‘death warrant. It was this sher-

iff who cold-bloodedly shot down |
two. handcuffed Negro prisoners
in the “Little Scottsboro" case
"for trying to escape” when the |
U.S. Supreme Court ordered new
trials for them.

Thousands of signatures to
petitions on Reid’s behalf have
been sent to Rockefeller by the
Committee to Save Willie Reid.
In addition t6 these petitions
from New Yorkers, the Commit-
tee has forwarded to. Rockefel-
ler petitions from some 150 Flor-
ida residents urging that Reid
not be sent there. Among the
Florida petitioners are Rev. C.
K. Steele, head of the Tallahas-
see Inter-Civic League, which
led the famous bus boycott, and
student leaders from Florida
Agricultural and , Mechanical
University, the Negro mstltutlon
near Tallahassee.

The petitions read: “We most
earnestly urge that you not)
make New. York State and its
residents parties to the racial in-
justice perpetrated against Wil-
lie Reid by exiraditing him tio
Florida. His extradition can
mean slow torture or possibly
sudden death. Neither you nor
the people of New York can
wash their hands of the respon-
sibility for what may happen to
Beld if he is extradited.”

As part of the “Save W1111e
Reid? ‘campaign, Harlem. radio
station WLIB ‘made: 60 spot-an-
nouncements a .day’ urging let-
ters-and telegrams to Rockefel-
ler. Thousands of messages are
believed -to have resulted,

" A telegram from NAACP head
Roy ' Wilkins . told Rockefeller
that turning Reld over to Flor-
ida and the Jurlsdlctlon of Sher-
iff McCall “will ‘be sending him
to his death.” Wilkins added, “If
returned 18  Florida ‘Reid . will
have to serve out'13 more years
of his sentence plus at least five
years  for having - escaped.  His
escape and effoits to block ex-
tradition practically =guarantee
that -he will not’ be allowed to
live out his term.”

Reid’s troubles stem from a
gambling fight in 1950. For what
ordinarily would have brought
a maximum one-year sentence,
Sheriff McCall- had Reid sen-
tenced to 15 years. He has. al-
ready served two yéars on the
chain. gang and two years in
New York Jalls awaltmg extra—
dition: L e

HUMAN GUINEA PIGS
Of 700 chemical additives in
foodstuffs today, the government

hsts 150 as possibly p01sonous

{
\
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Whltewash of Lynchers
In Mack Parker Case
Sets Off More Klllmgs“

By George Lavan =

Asa consequence of the unpunished lynchxng of Ma k
Charles Parker in Poplarville, a wave of racist ikilli

‘and anti-Negro violence is sweeplng through - M1s51551pp‘

,The world - outery for punish-

ment of . the guilty, which fol-
lowed the Poplarville lynching
last spring, at first gave pause
to the white supremacists, mak-
ing them wonder ‘if perhaps the
days were past when they could
kill Negroes at will. But the
subsequent - emergence of the
known - lynchers — not only un-
scathed but as local heroes—has

reassured them that. the old:

days still remain. Mississippi’s
¢rime’ statistics are not endan-
gered: a white man runs much
greater risk of arrest and pun-
ishment for killing a deer out

| of season than for k1lhng a.

Negro.

" In the past month alone Ne-

groes  have.  been killed in
Clarksdale, Philadelphia - and
Corinth, Miss. The first two of
these killings are listed as lynch-
ings by the Nov. 21 Afro-Amer-
ican, a leading Negro newspaper,
which further reports.that state
authorities have taken even less
mterest m hese two cases than

old boy' by eight white teenagers
—may also fall into the category
of lynching. In addition a Negro

pastor- inn- Rolling Forks narrow-

ly escaped'a mob and in Tupelo
the threat of ‘mob action hung
for days over the Negro com-
munity.

Booker T. Mixon, 35-year- old

Negro, was found naked and. un- |

conscious on the highway near
Clarksdale. Taken to .the Coa-

homa County Hospital, he died |,
on Oct. 23, 12 days later, with-
‘out having regained: conscious-

ness. The state police declared

him ‘a victim of a hit-and-run

accident, without, however, of-
fering any explanation  for his
nakedness and evidences of ter-
rible physical torture. No in-
quest of any 'kind was held,
Coahoma County: authorities
and state police  claiming that
Mixon’s injuries must have been
sustained ‘in nearby Quitman
County, which has no coroner.
Relatives in - Memphis, Tenn.,
claimed the body, had it exam-
ined by physicians and photo-
graphed and then engaged J. F.
Estes, a lawyer of the same city.

Estes requested Mississippi
Gov. J. P. Coleman to investi-
gate Mixon's death. “There is no
question’ in my mind that this
man was murdered and prob-
ably lynched,” he told the press.
“The body shows every evidence
of having been dragged over a
rough surface, probably behind
a car, and there were other in-
dications of mutilation.” So far

third. 1 kllhng——that of a 15-year- |

Rockefeller Flooded with Pleas '
To Save Reid from Chain Gang

They’lt Gladly Eatg
An Ice Cream Hat

_For Secretary of ° Labor
Mitchell, unemployment -is a:
numbers game in which you
eat an ice-cream ~hat when
you. guess wrong. But the |
members of the special Sen- |
-ate Committee on- Unemploy- ;
ment Problems were  told
what unemployment  really
means at a Nov. 17 hearing in
McDowell County, a West
Virginia - coal mining area.
devastated by chromc une
ployment. "

" “Unemployment has cau
emotional upset among p
ils: . This has been o
worst year as far as childre
not having clothes and schog
supplies,” said-a statemen of
20 school teachers Rep.

reports of chlldren “taki
home part of thelr free sch

steahng food from g :
dumps,” reported How
Chambers, a local shenﬁ‘:

Gov. Colemanf has ma
reply. oy
Two days afte1 MlXOn s deat

27 -year-old Luther Jackson

ordered them out. Mrs. Tho
affidavit, sent to the
Depaltrnent of Justice by’

of the car, I heald a shot. y
I started to go-the same way

happened so qulckly Wh
arrlved at the scene :

shot h1m for nothlng I 3
down beside him and the offi
knocked me back. I hit him b
... He went to hi_s car and:
ed City Hall . .. and said.
on down here 1 thmk I
killed a. nlgger”’ A

Neshoba County - autho
ruled that the cop had justit
killed Jackson and ‘then
Mrs. Thomas $40 for drunl
enness, resisting arrest and‘ a
sault and battery. '

On the night of Oct. 31 Wil-
liam Roy Prather, 15- year—old
£ (Crmtmued on Paxe 4) :

Two Vlews on Deutscher's Biography of

By Alex Harte ,
"Was Trotsky right and Stalin
wrong?” ‘““Was each of them
both right and wrong?” "Are
socialism and. democracy in-
compatible?”” These were typi-
cal themss discissed at a lively
symposium held in ‘New York
Nov. 13 under the auspices of
the Young Socialist Alliance.

The discussion was. led by

Murry Weiss, editor of the In-
ternational Socialist Review, and
Dr. Stanley. W. Moore, 'a con-
tributor to Monthly Review and

former . professor of philosophy

at Reed College. The topic was
“The Prophet Unarmed,” the
second volume of Isaac Deut-
scher’s biography of Leon Trot-
sky. ¢ ) /

Both speakers had warm
praise: for Deutscher’s book;
which covers the crucial strug-
gle in the twenties between the
rising Stalinist bureaucracy and
the_ . Left Opposltlon led by
Tlotsky

. Dr. Moore held that “of all
those writing on Marxism today,

Deutscher is the rn»ost important
single ‘person to read.”

Weiss described the book as a
“splendid work” that “honestly
and even brilliantly marshalls
the facts” of a crucial period in
Soviet history. He said he dis-
agreed with many of the author’s
interpretations, but  welcomed
what he saw as a shift by Deut-
scher away from a belief that
Stalin, despite his crimes, had
played an essentially progres-
sive role and that the present
ruling group in the USSR is
capable of self-reform.

Dr. Moore said that Deutscher

— the paradox that while Stalin
was contemptible in his meth-
ods, he was proved right in his
objectives and Trotsky, while
highly commendable {from' a
moral viewpoint, was proved
wrong. =
"The great merit of the
volume, he continued, is that it
poses and grapples with the un-
‘anticipated -and: complex - prob-
lems besetting a revolution in a

presented us with a “paradox”

backward country. The way that
the Soviet Union met the prob-
lem of industrialization, Moore
contended, demonstrated that
the division of views cannot be
divided into “right” and
“wrong.” It is rather “a case of
mixed right and wrong against
mixed wrong and right.”

The basic: issue dividing the
Stalinn and Trotsky factions,
Moore contended, was not de-
mocracy versus bureaucratism,
but the need for a forced march
to industrialize Russia, ‘which
Stalin at first resisted.

But after Stalin'swung over to
a program of industrialization,
even though the program had
grave bureaucratic defects, the
Left Opposition lost its reason
for existence, he argued, and
those who went over to Stalin
had not “capitulated” but simply
thought out the logic of. their
pro-industrialization position. *

On the issue of democracy,
Moore said that while Stalin had
committed grave crimes in- this

sphere, the need for suppressing ! War II.

democratic rights had also been
tforced upon the Belsheviks un-
der Lenin and Trotsky The sup-
pression of the XKronstadt re-
bellion, he said “was their
Hungary and its suppression was
led by Trotsky 7

While he did not believe the
Left Opposition had provided a
workable alternative to Stalin’s
industrialization -program, he
continued, history might estab-
lish  that Trotsky had fulfilled
the worthwhile function of “be-
ing right against your time.”
Stalin’s contribution, he added,
was contiadictory — ‘“on a sys-
tem of slavery a civilization was
built.”

Weiss contended that the pres-
ent development of the Soviet
economy did not come as a result
of Stalin’s role but despite it.
He cited Khrushchev’s revela-
tions of Stalin’s ignorance of
agricultural problems and dicta-
torial orders that led to costly.
‘military . blunders during World

Sov1et”‘Umon had forged ahead
in spite of Stalin.

- The historical roles of Stalin
and Trotsky can be understood,
he continued, only in terms of
the conflicting social forces they
represented. The 'Left Opposi-
tion, he said, fought to preserve
the political rule of the Soviet
working class as the best means
of developing the economy while
the Stalinist faction usurped po-
litical power to ensure the grow-
ing material privileges of the
bureaucracy.

The Soviet Union, under con-
ditions of backwardness and iso-
lation, WGISS' maintained, pro-
duced not s1mply the rise of the
bur eaucr;acy but also the work-
ing-class opposition to it and the
fact that the opposition was de-
feated did not prove its program
was wrong or that there was no
historical justification for its ex-
istence.’

- Deutscher criticized Trotsky,
Weiss said, for what he consid-

ered ‘to be Trotsky’s failure to
.follow%through ‘with sufﬁcxent‘

vxgor in the opposmon to S& alln

Deutscher’s ' criticism 1nd'
his. realization that the s uggl
was a necessary one.

The principal hlstorlcal justi-
 fication of the role of the Opp
sition, Weiss concluded, i$ that
thloughout the period ‘of ic
logical shambles and destruction
of workers democxacy ‘under
Stalin it kept alive the body of
Marxist ideas that had-produced
the  Russian’ ‘Revolfition.. That -
struggle, he said, ensured th
continuity of those ideas an
made possxble the 1ebu11d1ng ‘of
a movement around .them as
represented by  the  pres
cadves - of the Fourth Inter a-
tional.

In the floor discussio
young man - pointed ‘to D
Moore'’s exposition as confirm
tion that Stalinism had ne
sarily. developed duectly f m
Bolshevism, Holding that s
ism and democracy are  ins
ar able, he arguéd that thi

(Contmued ‘on Page 4)
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By Harry ng
If all goes well, 75 new hos-

fplials, worth $4 million each, |

‘will be at the bottom of the
ocean by the end of 1960.

That isn’t. a literal fact, but;

“ the ~ government does hope to
have-the ‘dollar equivalent of

~those 75 Hospitals — three Po-

~ der water by that time.
'« Those three mathines of death,
he 75 hospltals that could

'taggermg prlce the Ameri-
; eople are paying for a war
! budget s0-~huge ‘that- it defies
comprehensmn }

*These are among’ the startling

, 7faéts presented in the November

*issue -of the Washmgton News-
‘lettet of the Friends Committee
‘on atmnal Législation. Under

tle “What Happens to Your

The Newsletter‘

m 3
1958, Congress appropnated
'han $82 bllhon for gov-

ow “mtich that is, the
r-obsetves:" 'If trans-
nié dollars laid énd to end,
| make  more” 1han 32

ind ¥rips to the moon."
Of that $82 billion, nearly two-
~='$51.6 bllhon — was al-
 locatéd for armaments and vet-
erans affairs. (Almost $2 billion
_ofithat went to equip and finance
the . ‘military ‘machines of such
world” champions ~ as
,Franco Chlang Kai-shek and

EXPENSIVE GADGET
South Koréean chctator Syngman
Rhee.)

A’ substantial portlon of the
arms ‘budget was earmaéarked for
long-rahge ballistic ‘missiles and
tdctical nuclear weapons for
“limited” war. According to Sen-

‘ator © Leverett - Saltonstall * (R.-'

Mass.), the appropriation “emi-
phasized offense and avoidsover-
emphasis ondefense.to give us

the greatest deterrent for our|

dollars invested.”
When - the: senator refers to
“our dollars invested,”.he doesn’t
mean we can expect a return

Quite the contrary.
Almost exclusively as a result

; dve«rtluement o

Advertisement

‘ONE' OF THE FAMILY
Alice Childress. Lboking at the
through the eyes of a Negro
tic ‘worker. Short storles,
and’ beauti‘fully written.

THE LINE, by.Harvey
dos. ‘A:: moving . partrayal of
men who work on an automo-

Cloth, $1.25.

TZ DRAWINGS. Nine

y movmg studies of peasants,
‘and children, including an
elf -portrait.” $1.25. Orig-

ORY OF THE INTERNA-
L SVOC!ALIST YOUTH

] T TO 1929. Young So-
Fdrum - ‘Publication. Good
roa young friend, .or for
self  if  you Hhaven't read 1t
drawing by Kaethe Koll-

o’ More War,” ‘on’.cover.

CK= N: © AMERICAN
EL, by Philip S. Foner. A col-

the - duthor prophetically
scism, A perfect gift.

NCIS BACON, Philosopher
al Smenoe, by Benjamin

ORY OF . THE RUSSIAN
TION. Three valumes in
S $12 50; specia) 310 50.

RUSSIAN REVOLUTION. A
-ld.ged edition ‘of the His-

LF.NIN Specml for the
clo;h 33 paper. $| 50.

v Paper $. 75

OF AN AGITATOR.
iournelism at its best —
rony, sadnese. nnger. the

b ore. Specla'l for the hoh
cloth, $3.25; paper, $1.95,

Y OF AMERICAN TROT-

s ’The fotnder, of the So-

" MARX-ENGELS SELECTED
C RRESPONDENCE. Moscow ed-
tains a somewhat different

ction from the Afnérican edi-

SCRIPTS OF 1844, by Karl
Cloth. $1.
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1to . sink their teeth

of the cold-war arms race, the
national debt now stands at $285

$40.4 billion, incliding $15 bil-
lion in debts from World War I.
~ Banker's Dream

For the bulk of the American
people this fantastic debt means
ever-increasing taxes and in-
flated prices. But for the Wall
Street tycoons whe hold /the
IOU’s, the governmient debt is a
bankers dream come true. The
interest on it is currently esti-
mated at $9 billion. That’s more
than double the $4.2 Dillion that
the government grudgingly de-
cided to spend on health, educa-

{tion and welfare.

_The interest payment is $1.4

| billion more this. year than last

year. That’s because the admin-
istration felt the bankers weren't
doing well enough and hiked the
interest rate.
Financial ahd- industrial in-
of ‘the arms program, including

some facts on this that received
only passing notice in the press.
The word “waste” is actidlly
ambiguous. For the business in-
terests invelved; it's something
quite -different. For exédmple;
*Rep. F. Edward Herbert (D: ~La.)
revealed on Jutie 8 that prlvate
contractors had overcharged the
Air Force $30 million on 14 con-
tracts.
Senator Patl Douglas (D -I1L.)
reported April 30 that the De-
partment of Delense last year
sold $6 billion worth of surplus
property for about $200 millipn:
Even that $200 million never
got back into the treasury. The
Department spent just that
amount on two chemical plants

‘and then closed them without

in Smoke

billion. In 1939 the debt was ||

terests cash in on every aspect |

“waste.” The Newsletter -offers :

If AII of lls leed
In a Single Town

“If the present population
of the world could be repre-
sented by a thousand persons
living in a single town, 60
persons would represent the
population of the U.S.A., and
940 all the other nations. The
60  Americans would have
half the income of the entire.
town; the 940 persons would
share the other half. Three
hundred. and three persons
in the town would be white;
697 would be non-white. The
60 Americaris would have an
average life expectancy of
70 years; - that of the 940
| would be under 40 years.
The average Christian Amer-
' ican family would be spend- |
ing $850 a year for military
defense and less than $3.50 a
year to share with other]
residents the knowledge of
why they are Christians.”
-+ —Henry Smith Leiper, in

.. Social Action, March 1959

| turning out a gallon of fuel, ac-

cording to the House Committee
oh Scxence and Astronauties.

Far greater sums are poured
out just to keep military plants
and 1nstallatxons going when
there is no use for them even by

Defehise Department standards.
Rep. Alvin O’Konski (R.-Wisc.).

charged recently that at least

two dozen military bases around |.

the country should be closed
down “but political pressures
from senators and congressmen
and the Chamber of Commierce
frighten the mlhtary authorltxes

from closing them.” He said if

these pressures were not applled 1

“the taxpayels could, save $5
billion a year.’

But the government has de-
veloped a substantial apparatus
for dealing with fthose who
would apply a different kind of
pressure — those who are op-
posed to the suicidal war prep-
arations. ‘

Congress appropriated this
year the not insignificant sum- of

$124,211,000 for the nation’s: se-
| cret political ‘police, the FBI. The
i bulk of that money is uséed by J.

Edgar Hoover and his snoopers-
and paid informers, for the har-
assment and attempted intimida-
tion. of those suspected of heretl

cal views — and who is mére

| heretical than those who oppose

or simply dare ‘to question' the
govérnment’'s war plans?

- The Newsletter seeks to 1nd1—
cate how much of our money is
drained off for weapons by list-
ing the major items for which
our national income goes.

Food is the only thing we
spend more for than war prep-
arations — $67.4 billion in 1958.
For darms we shoveled ouf $45.9
billion. Only $26 billion went for
clothing and shoes and $18:4 bil-
lion for- med:cal care’ and death

| expenses.

For weapons research and test-
‘ing $3.8 billion was poured down

the drain. This topped consid-

erably the $3.4 billion spent last
year by all the people of the
United States on books, maga-
zines and newspapers.
Incidentally, the next time' you
see a B-70 jet bomber streak
through the sky just remember
that the prototype of that plane
represented 37 new $4 million
schools that weren’t built.

By Flora Carpenter
Last spring Herman Lindrath,

| West Germany's federal assets.

minister, said that denationdliza-

bile industry would be the "“bon-
bon of the century.” The mere
possibility of this development
was greeted with joy by Ameri-
can big businessmhen who want
into this
Mougat.

But "the ~Adenauer
found Volkswagen, worth a cool
$644 million, rather sticky. The
state of Lower Saxony (where
most of the autos are made) has
engaged the Bonn government
in a jurisdictional battle over
possession of  Volkswagen . for
more than a year. Lower Saxony
opposed busting up the state-
owned industry.

The Bundestag (lower house
of the federal government) set-
tled the question, Oct. 6, by vot-
ing to recognize federal owner-
ship. Thus denationalization “of
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tion of the Volkswagen automos

regime

Volkswagen is on the order of
the day. .

Bonn‘'s program 1o end gov-
ernment ownership of indusiry

 hias tHe wholeheartéd support of
the' U.S. State Deépartment. Its|’

-policy, since the defeat of Hit-
ler, Kas been to preserve and re-
establish the German industrial-
ists. ,

Case of Krupp

A crowning example of the

State Department’s attitude is’

the case of Alfried Krupp. Krupp.
was one of the capitalist archi-
tects of Nazism and Hitler’s war
machine. This capitalist mon-
ster’s vast. Ruhr war industries
armed Hitler’'s Wehrmacht and
reaped untold profits from the
slaughter of tens of millions.

The Nuremburg court said of
him: “The Krupp firm was a
beheficiary of those [concentra-
tion] camps. In the use of con-
centration camp inmates, labor
and death were almost synony-
mous terms.”

Despite this record, Krupp was

| permitted - to regain possession

of his industrial empire when he
was freed in 1951 through an
“act of clemency” by General
Thomas T. Handy, U.S. Com-
mander in Chief in Europe.
Early this year, with a quiet

Inod from Washington, Krupp

broke a 1953 commitment to sell
off a large part of his steel hold-
ings. Instead, he calmly an-
nounced, last January, his plans
to buy up a major Ruhr steel
company. He said that by 1961
the earnings of the 150-year-old
Krupp empire would reach a

 peak of $1,000,000,000.

' The stepped-up drive at Bonn
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Businessmen Reacll for ‘Bonbons’
Like Germany's Volkswagen Plant

to denationalize siate owned in-
dustries is just another move
toward the complete restoration
of pré-war capitalism in West
Germany. The government still
‘reluctantly” owns 230 of the
278 industries it inherited, in
1949, from the Nazis.
Volkswagen will be placed on
sale, at first, as ‘“people’s

ishares.” This gimmick was used

last March when the government
began selling Preussag, a Prus-

sian mining company, to “works

‘ers at $35 a share. What Bonn
called “people’s capitalism”. was

ing opposition among the work-
ers to the break-up of Govern-
ment-owned property.

Bonn .retained owhership of
72% of Preussag which will be
put up for sale later on in the
stock market. The same will be
done with Volkswagen.

‘Volkswagen was the only auto
indusiry in the capitalist world
to be operated on a state-owned,
non-profit basis. It proved, to
the horror of private enterprise
the world over, that an auto-
mobile factory could be run
much more efficiently and eco-
nomically withéut capitalists.

At the same time German
workers have seen that nation-
alized industry means a higher
standard of living which will be
drastically undermined by the
sale of Volkswagen

actually a sham to offset mount-

The intellectual is a mistrusted but indlspen—
sable figure in capitalist society. Mistrusted be-
causé he'does not, simply by being an intellec-
tual, have a property stake in capitalism and is
liable to be oversensitive to its- misdeeds and
abuses. Indispensable, becatise: ne modern so-
ciety can be operated without the skills and
abilities which' the mtellectual ‘possesses.. The
intellectual may become a hired man, swallow—
ing his humiliation and selling his talents in the
markét place to men he desplses for purposes
which he deplorés. But often he has safne: Op-

portunity for independence and is able to adopt

a critical stance towards the 1nst1tut10ns of cap-
italism.
The latter fact Has. oﬁ:en heen a cause for

concern among the upholders-of capitalism. How
is it that normally well-fed people, beneﬁtmg: ‘
from capitalist “freedom” become radicals and-_

soc1ahsts"

-~ The quest1on has been raised aﬂaln by;i
Calvin Hoover in the September- ~October Har-

vard Business Review. He. régrets the “almost
United' States intellectuals for an ‘etonomic- and

so well.”
describes as “the passivity and.sometimes out-
right hostlhty of intellectuals to modern Ameri-
can society” and outlines an approach Whl-Ch he
hopes will win their allegiance.

Whether this writer is hnnself an intellec-
tual — and he makes it clear that, unless spe-
cially hired for the purpose, intellectuals have
generally left capitalism to fight its own 1deolog-
ical battles — or one of the “thoughtful business-
men” to whom the Harvard Business Review
is addressed is not manifest. In any case; he is
shrewd enough to know that intellectuals can-
not be won with the old stuff. Arguments for

“invisible hand” guiding private interest -to
bring about public advantage can only rdise a

| smile these days. Something more sophisticated

is required which does not disguise the fact that

by the state.

over, but he spends a good deal of his space in

Russian model and American- style capitalism.
That many intellecttials have been attracted
by Russian achievement in the economic, tech-
nical and cultural fields is a tribute to the Rus-
sian revolution and reflects interest in a society
which has released mankind from bondage to
profit and property. That a large proportion have

discussion is also a fact. One o‘f‘the historical
crimes of Stalinism is that it has been a barrier
to the enlistment of many more eager young

‘one side or the other.

lectuals:
it possible for the .intellectual  to enjoy” the
thrill of being a critic at little or no cost.” Such
ris the impression one derives from reading
some of the radical magazines. There are, un-
doubtedly, what might be called tolerated
critics, who know they will not have to justify

personal inconvenience, let alone sacrifice. They
can even get recognition as critics and sell their
books on the strength of their daring; but they
have not really broken with capitalism. They
have not accepted responsibility for replacing
it with a better system by taking their place in
the ranks of the working-class movement.

Of course, this is not the “responsibility”
which Hoover wishes to induce, far from it. He
wants to win intellectuals to a sincere faith in
the virtues of corporate business; not an easy
task when he has to call on business to_elimi-

The Capitalist asts a Wary Look
At the Intellectual on the Payroll

By Torn Kemp

total Iack of enthusiasm on the part of so many !

political system under which they have fared.
He seeks an explanation for what he

capltahsm couched in terms of Adam -Smith’s -

This is the capitalism Hoover wants to put- '

showing how bad the Russian system is and as- .
suming ' that there is no choice between the’

been driven back to make terms with the proﬁt~ .
makers by their revulsion at Stalinist methods
of terror rule by a privileged bureaucracy ‘and’ .
by the ruthless repression of free ‘enquiry and-

intellectuals .to, the cause .of socialism or has - -
turned them into timelservers and cynies on

There ‘is also a grain of truth in’ Hoover""

implied gibe at the “1rrespons1b1hty” of intel:
“Modern ‘capitalism,” he says, “makes

their criticism in any way likely to cause thém ’

nate practices which only give ammunition to
the critics. He seeks to provxde them with “a "

.better understanding of the true nature of the

economic and polifical systems which are in
all-out competition in the world today.” It is
obvxously extremely important for him . that

* the choice should be kept as one between the _

bureaucratically degenerated Sovxet Union and :
U.S. capitalism. :

. He seems to assume that 1ntellectuals only

want a good material ‘standard and’ about as

much scope to express themselves as they get
in presen°t day America. He is the dupe of his

- own unmedsured ‘confidence in capitalism and

therefore does not begin: to plumb the sources
of the-critical tendencies of the intellectuals.-He .
does  not see that they often set off (and some-
times continue) with a preference that their
abilities should be used for mankind and not to
serve the profits of ‘the corporations. He' does
not understand their reluctance to devoting time
and talent to seeking for more ef’fectxve means

of destroymg life when they, mhight ‘be used to .

extend man’s command. over-nature. He 'does’

- not cons1der their concern-that the techniques

involved in-the mass media should be used for
the perversion of the cultural values they have
been taught to respect. He does not see thé
basic contradictions which weave complex pat-

terns through the consciousness of the modern‘

intellectual.

"He does not understand consequently, why
intellectuals should frequently sense that there
i$ something 'in the Russian system whlch is
absent from American capitalism. He says that:
Russia is. widely believed, by intellectuals, . to
be a “worker’s . state”; he puts up an argu-
ment against this, but that is not the inain point. '

The idea that society should be operated by and L
i for the workers by hand and brain is-a s1mple,
logical and powerful idea which often suryives a

higher education. It is this' which has to' be
argued agamst and here he consplcuously falls
down.

The kind of antiséptic, cleaned -up capltal-

' ‘istm with a Sunday School halo which he recom=
b mends . can never exist. Capitalism: came into
the economy is ruled by the big cotfporation and, '"“"this’ world “dripping with -blood and filth from

is sustained by supports driven 1nto the system E

every ‘poré. No detergents or deodorants have .

~been invented which can clean this away or

cover it up toits dying day.:

UneasyAbout Capztalzsm 9 |

No doubt the fears ‘expressed by Hoover
about the present allegiance of American intel-'

- lectuals is- more than a little exaggerated That

such concern should: bé expressed in the jour-

‘nal of the leading business school in .the very
“citadel of world capitalism is hlghly significant
,and surely represents an unconscious uneasi-
‘ness about the system itself: It is probable that,

for the time being, most ‘intellectuals’ have "

'made their peace with capitalism, and many
- former radicals bend their efforts to holding the

system together. Others have- settled for rela-
tively innocuous and oblique criticism or for
l1te reforrmsm of the rlght ng mtel- :

Material prosperlty has played a role here,
it ‘was otherwise in the thirties, and it w1ll be:
othérwise again.. The role of Stalinism is also
crucml, it ‘has, for many, destroyed the fa1th4
in the possibility of a  workable alternative
which will safeguard the -things 1ntellectuals
consider valuable.

But the ¢hoice is not ‘elther Russia as 1t is,
or American eapitalism. “Intellectuals,” writes
Hoover, “do not accept the proposition that the
alternative to capltallst orgamzatmn and direc-

-tion of production- is administration - of the
' economy by a hierarchical. bureaucracy LT,
‘Indeed he offers no reason why they should -

except the degeneration of the USSR. Socialists.
who can explain what~happened to the Soviet
State in the twenties and thirties, showing the
origin and role of Stalinism, have great oppor-
tunities for work among those intellectuals who
follow this line of thought. They can show, 100,

_that the task of building a working- class ‘move-
“mient as first step to the new society, can offer

satisfactions and possibilities far exceeding
those provided by accommodation’ or shame-‘*
faced cr1t1c1sm w1thout commltment

. By Carl Good.man :
The top AFL-CIO brass is cur-
rently touting Sen. John F. Ken-|

. | nedy (D- Mass.) as a parncularly

good friend of labor. Walter
Reuther invited him to address
the recent United Auto Workers

-convention. A recent AFL-CIO

pamphlet thanked Kennedy and
four other Democrats for their
efforts in behalf of labor in con-
nection with the Landrum-Grif-
fin “labor-reform” bill. As can-
didate for president, Kennedy
carries the good wishes — if not
yét the endorsement — of the
labor leaders.

Kennedy is friendly to labor
all right — just about as friend-
ly as the hangman’'s helper who
says a few comforting words to
the victim just before the hang-
man drops the trap. In the case
of the “labor-reform” law, Ken-
nedy built the scaffolding, tied
and soaped the knot and oiled
the springs on the trap door. All
Landrum and Griffin did was
push the lever on the trap door,
while Kennedy said a few solac-
ing words to the labor move-
ment.

Actually, the most damaging
sections of the “labor-reform”
bill are not those written in by
Landrum-Griffin but those au-
thored by Kennedy. These give
the Secretary of Labor broad
powers ,to “investigate” and
harass the unions.

“While only a court test can
tell for sure,” says the Sept. 11
Wall Street Journal, “many sea-
soned, labor lawyers are begin-
ing to believe the law may give
the Secretary of Labor much of

: " the same investigatory power of

the Senate’s McClellan Com-

Kennedy—the Friendly Hangman S Helper

mittee — and then some.”

To these provisions wrltten by |
Keénnedy, Landrum and Griffin
added the clauses against “sec- |

ondary boycott.” Did Kennedy
really fight to keep these sec-

tions out of the bill? Not at all.|
He proposed thé compromise

amendments that bridged the
Senate version, - bearing his
name, and the Landrum-Griffin
bill that had been passed by the
House.

A Modest Féllow

“The Kennedy
embodies the restrictive provis-
ions of the*House bill with a few
exemptions,” reported the Aug.
31 Wall Street Journal. These
exemptions for the garment and
building-trade unions are what
earned for Kennedy the labor
leaders’ gratitude. But the ex-
emptions were never seriously
challenged by Landrum and
Griffin. The “labor-reform” bill
as it finally passed through Con-
gress was substantially the Ken-
nedy ‘“‘compromise.” Kennedy is
really too modest when he: de-
clines to associate his name with

the final version of the bill. The |

law justly merits the title of
Kennedy-Landrum-Griffin.

This is not the firsttime that
Kennedy has actéd as the hang-
man’s assistant in labor legisla-
tion questions. Whén the Taft-
Hartley act was being shaped in
Congress, Kennedy, then in the

House of Representatives, con-j|

tributed his share to the inclu-
sion of the 80-day mjuncnon to
cool off” strikes.

comipromise |

At one point in the debate,

; Kennedy stated: “I am not inthe.
position of opposing everythlng‘
L in this bxll but there are: certain.
things in the bill that are wrong. ]
Ido not-see how the President is.

going to have the power to stop
strikes that will affect the Health
and safety of the people under

the procedure listed in Sectlon

203. I thmk He must have that
power.’ ‘
nedy cautioned against granting

| the president powers that might

be too sweeping.
It turned out that the Taft-
Hartley law as 1t ﬁnally passed

’ At the same time Ken-

‘embodled the _precise presiden-
tial powers: Kennedy had advo: ~
cated. E1senhower used. them to
deal a foul blow at the steel-‘
workers’ strlke But they are
otherw1se not too sweepmg
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" Logical End ,for Soaal Democrats

At its national congress at Bad Godes- .
berg last week, the German Social Dém-
ocratic party- voted 324 to 16 to drop
~ ‘advocacy of socialism from' its platform.
This means that the party program will
now conform to the true nature of the
German Social Democracy, which even
before World War I had become a cap1tal—
ist reform party — or more precisely, a
bourgeois’ labor party, to use Friedrich En-
gels’ definition. On Nov. 15, the party
congress adopted a new program 1nc1udvng
the following points:

. (1) 'Class warfare is deﬁmtely discard-
‘ed. The Social Democracy will no longer
claim to be a working-class party but a
party that promotes the -welfare of ‘the
: entlre “nation.”

(2) The party declares 1tself on the

_side of “democracy” in the battle agamst é

“world Communism.”

(3) Nationalization of: 1ndustry ‘is

" abandoned as the solution 'of economic

problems. The emphas1s is on regulatlon

vaguely called pubhc ownership,” ‘and

" on promoting economic freedom’ 1nclud1ng

the free initiative of employers.

(4 The Social Démocrats come out
for “national defense.” Military conscrip-

tion is opposed only as long as Germany is

- divided.

‘ (5) In foreign policy, the program sup-
ports strengthemng the United Nations
-and 1nclud1ng a reunified Germany in a
' European ‘security system”- presumably

s _ a military alliance such as NATO repre-

sents and to Wthh West Germany already
adheres.

’ None of these programmat1c posmons

do violence to any previous practice of the

Sotial Démocratic leaders.

Abandonment of class-struggle prin-
clples" From 1918 to 1932, the German
Social Democrats repeatedly entered coali-
tion governments with capitalist parties in
the “interest of the nation.”” Again after
World War II, théy formed coalitions in
several German states. ‘ )

Defense of capitalist democracy
agamst Communism? The Social Demo-
crats lined up with the big industrialists,
Junkers and pro-Kaiser army officers .in
1918 to crush the Berlin workers who were

... MOVINgG in a revolutlonary dlrectlon. Theyi.;
 weré accomplices in the murder of:XKarl

Liebknecht and Resa Luxemburg, . the

" Heroic Germtan Communist leaders. This

was the criminal basis on which the
Weimar Republic—the Social Democrats’
. proud achievement — was erected.

No nationalization of industry? When
and where did the German Social Democ-
racy,, when it' held office, ever move to
expropriate cap1tal1sts or infringe on their
- profit-making in any way? When the Sp-
~ cial Democrats were in power they broke
- strikes, clubbed demonstrations, witch-
hunted working-class militants — in short
administered a capitalist sstate. They took

no steps whatever leading toward so-

clalism.
 “National defense?” The German So-
cial' Democratic leaders enthusmstlcally
supported German imperialism in World
~ War I and backed the Kaiser’s war effort
to the hilt.

Support of a European ¢ s‘ecurity sys-
‘tem”—that is, a military bloc of imperial-
ist nahons" Many Social Dembcratic lead-

ers, forced by the Nazis to flee Germany, ,
took shelter with British and U.S. impet-

ialism and supported the ruling classes of
these countries in their predatory World
War II-aims.

"You Just Do These. Tlungs

< But while ‘betraying socialism

deeds, the Social Democrats clung verbala
1y to Marxism during the last fifty years.
Time and again they rebuffed those who
advocated that the party frankly admit it
had abandoned sdcialism and stood merely
for reforms. “You don’t say these things.
You just do them,” is low a shocked party
bureaucrat once answered a theoretician
who proposed to bring the Social Demo-

cratic program in line with its practices.

.+ Because of current political conditions in
* Qermany, the party leaders finally decided
_ to “say these things” as well as do thém.
~ The German Social -Democratic lead—

ers believe they can catch more votes in’

the 1961 elections without a socialist plat-
form than with one. Repeated Social Dem-
ocratic.and Stalinist betrayals have lower-
‘ed the support, for socialist ideas among
the workers—especially the younger peo-
ple. The boom of the past decade has also
conservatized the working class. The So-
cial Democrats have lost three elections in
a row to Chancellor Adenauer’s Christian
- Democratic party. A non-socialist plat-
form, the Social-Democratic leaders hope,
will attract some liberal middle-class
votes.

©  The fact, howevér, that the party
leaders have decided to drop their socialist
. verbiage for current vote-getting purposes

~ shows how lightly they took the socialist

I

‘program all along. Evidently they never
thought socialism good for anything else
but vote-catching and holiday speechifying

_in . those periods when the majority of|

‘workers were strongly socialist-minded.
‘Just the same, one might think that
the German Social Democrats, of all peop-
ple, would have developed an insuperable
cond1t1oned reflex against touting capital-
ism. For Germar capitalism brought Hitler
'to. power, and despite the loyal services
that the Social Democracy had previously
rendered b1g business, Hitler filled the
concentration camps and gas chambers

‘with a goodly number of Social Demo-

cratic adhereénts, mcludmg many lower-
echelon functionaries. Furthermore, in the
days when Hitler was advancing on the

* road to power, but had not yet seized it,

the Social Democrats clung all the more

- tenaciously to their capitalist allies in

the 'vain hope that these would block the
‘ Nazis. They refused to mobilize the work-
ing class for struggle against the Nazi

storm troopers for fear that this would |

drive the capitalist liberals into Hitler’s
arms. The Social Democrats (and the Stal-
“inists, too; from their side) paralyzed the
Gérman - workmg class, and Hitler con-
quered without a struggle. Surely, one
would think,  the consequence of their
treacherous politics' and the horrors of
Nazism would have been branded forever
in the memory of the Social Democrats,
rendering thefr mcapable of ever coming
~to terms agam with capitalism.

. Retre‘at into a Riat Hole

But hidebound labor bureaucrats, such
as lead the German Social Democracy, are
incapable of learning. Their younger re-

-placements have no interest..in ;learning.
As Leon Trotsky wrote in 1940 about the
Social Democratic breed not only in Ger-
many but everywhere, these “opportunists
know but one -policy — that of passive
adaptatlon Under the conditions of de-
caying capitalism nothing remains open to
them but the surrender of one position
after another. The whittling away of their

' already miserable program, the lowering

of their demands, the renunciation of de-
mands _altogether, continuous retreat ‘fur

place left to retreat except a rat hole.”
The open renunciation of socialism by
the Social Democrats does not end the
struggle for socialism — especially not in
Germany, where the working class has
experienced the barbarism of decaying
capitalisim on a scale worse, perhaps, than
the proletariat of any other country.
Germany is the country where Marx-
¢ism first won a mass following. For de-
cades before the degeneration of the So-
cial Democracy, the German Marxists
taught and led the international socialist

- movement. Afterwards, the great left-wing
leaders — Luxemburg, Liebknecht and

Mehring — contributed their imperishable
page to the history of world socialism.

Agam Germany is the
heart of Europe. The prospect of a social-
ist Germany has inspired the' European
working class smce thé turn of the century
and will inspire it again. For Germany’s
industry and culture, functioning in a
socialist united states of Europe, will lift
the living standards .of the European
masses far above the levels reached under
capitalism and will make - possible the
flowering  of socialist democracy

. The Social Démocracy’s open rejection
of socialism doe§ not detract one iota from

the geniiine Marxist tradition or the glow-
_ing prospects that socialism offers the

‘German and European' working class.
What the latest move of the party leaders
does is to end a big lie. It disposes of the
claim that socialism can be attained under
4 Social Democratm leadership, that the
Soeial Democrats offer a road to social-

‘1Sm

Class-coniscious workers and rebellious

byoung people eager to fight for a world

without war, poverty or oppression, but
fooled in the past by the socialist pre-
tensions ‘of the Social Democracy, will

now feel freer to contribute their talents.

.and energies to the building of an authen-
tic party of socialism. The economic boom
won’t last forever. It will givé way to a
deépression, and when it does, this will
shatter the illusions among the working
‘people that they can obtain economic se-
curity under capitalism. A German revo-
lutionary-socialist party — with its prin-
cipal rival, the Social Demdcracy, self-
dlsquahﬁed as a socialist pole of attrac-
tionn — will be able rapidly to gain the
adherence of the masses -and organize
them for the socialist transformation. -

It will thus turn out that the Social
‘Democratic leadefs performed an unin-
tended servicé to the socialist cause by

opehly renéuncing socialism. In fact it is|

the only servicé that the procession of So-
cial Democratic pie-cards and fakers has
contributed to soc1alism for fifty years.

Poznan

industrial

"And don't worry abou'l- the cranberrles. There's hardly enough

to kill a mouse"'

Gomulka Shifts Back Further
To Stalinist Methods of Rule

hBy Daniel Roberts

During the last three weeks
a pronounced shift back io old-
line Stalinist methods has taken
place in Poland. It was detailed
in a series of ten dispatches to
the New: York Times by
Waisaw correspondent, A. M.
Rosenthal, who on Nov. 11 was
ordered to leave the country be-
cause his reports had ‘probed
too deeply” into Polish affairs.
The correctness of the reports,
he was told, was not in question.

The shift has been marked by
the appoinitment to key economic

and police positions of leading]

people ousted during the Octo-
ber 1956 revolution against Stal-
inist tyranny and by the dis-
missal of prominent “liberals.”

Thus Julian Tokarski was
named deputy chief of planning
in the recent personnel changes.
In June, 1956 Tokarski,

fused to grant the demand of
workers for higher
wages and lower work quotas.
His refusal touched off the
Poznan general strike and dem-
onstration. He was dismissed
shortly thereafter.

Again, Eugeniusz Szyr was
recently appomted Deputy Pre-
mier. Szyr was a prominent
economist of the pre-October
days. Since then he has urged
the regime to concern itself less
with avoiding a repetition of
Stalinist-type methods of ad-
ministrative “pressure” and
more with upping the produc-
tion quotas—especially of heavy
industry. v

Another old-line Stalinist once
again raised to eminence is
Lieut. Gen. Kazimirz Witaszew-
ski, nicknamed “Gen. Gaspipe,”
who was given the post of
Deputy Chief of Staff in charge
of intelligence. Before the Octo-
ber 1956 revolution, Witaszew-
ski served as deputy under Mar-
shall Rokossovski, Moscow’s ap-
pointee at the head of the Polish
army. Witaszewski was removed
after October together with his
boss.

Among those who have been
démoted in récent weeks are
Edward Ochab, ousted as Min-
ister. of Agricultyre, dnd Jerzy

| Morawski, who reportedly te-

signed from the Communist
party’s top committee because
of opposition to_ .the appoint-
ment of the old- line Stalinists.
Ochab was a principal figure in
the Polish reglme at the tlme of

these events he embraced “de-|. .

Stalinization” and paved the
way for Wladyslaw Gomulka’s
accession to leadership of the
Communist party in October
1956. Morawski was raised to
the top rungs of party leader-
ship during the October events.
Insurgent workers and youth
adhering to the CP'looked on
him as their spokesman !

The latest changes in person-
nel reﬁect the conclusion of a
debate over economic policy
within the party’s Central Com-
mittee, In the debate, Gomulka
ranged himself on the side of
those calling for a “tightening
up” of the economy and for
“discipline.”

As a result of the tough pol-

| icy. the government marked ' up

tfhe price of meat 25%. Over-
time work has béen ordered
éliminated in the factories and
work quotas during the normal
eight-hour day increased. Work-
ers consequently will have to
produce as much as before but
without benefit of overtime pay.
Factory rolls have been ordered
pruned in a nuinber of indus-
tries, and workers thus lopped

off face the need to relocate to

its

) then
6 | ministel ‘of motor” mdustry, re-|

indusiries—ofteri in other areas
of the country—ithat have man-
power shortages.

- The pretext for the shift to a
tough line is that the regime’s
liberal course has landed the
economy in a crisis. This may
indeed be the case. But a return
to the Stalinist- whip as the
chief spur to production will al-
so land the economy in crisis, as
Polish experience during the Six
Year Plan from 1949 to 1955
testifies. Police terror and bu-
reaucratic mistule brought se-
vere disloeations in thé plan and
a falling productivity of labor.

On the eve of the October
revolution the most class-con-
scious section’ of the " Polish
working class, located in the
Zeran district of Warsaw, for-
mulated a program to take the
economy out. of .the blind alley
of Stalinism.

“The Zéran program called for)

woikers’ councils elécted demo-
cratically in each factory. The
councils were fo take over man-
agement of the planis. The

Zeran workers criticized a gov- | g

| Headlines in Other Lands

ernment proposal for a general
wage increase as impractical.
"we don’t want,” they said,

"new fictions which may only

lead to inflation.”

The Zeran workers pledged “to
double production as compared
with the present level, to elim-
inate completely the current
lossés in production; and, what
is more to create conditions
which would enable the factory
[then working at a loss] to earn
profits for the state . . . Com-~
rades at Zeran'do not want
promises from above. They want
to work by themselves for an
increase in their real earnings,”
a Warsaw radio station reported
at the time.

A section of the Polish Com-
munist party voiced the senti-
ments of the Zeran workers. In
a4 number of articles these CP
militants spelled out the impli-
cations contained in the Zeran
program. One of them declared
that “the inovement for worlk-
ers’ Self-government should
carry in its wake a Whole chain
of transformations in the poli-
tical and ‘economic structure of
the state.”

“ ... if self-gévernment is ac
tually to have authority, then
there must take place now or in
the very near future a wholesale
transformation of individual
cotiricils in individual enter-
prisés into a systém of councils
. The - realization of this
scheme, however, ¢annét be ac-
complished through an artificial
fusion of the workers’ councils
with the existing administrative
apparatus which was born in
the past era. For there is a
fundamental difference between
bureaucratic centralization and
democratic centralization.”

The Zeran workers were in
the forefront of the upsurge
that Brought Gomulka to power.
He was compelled under the cir-
cumstances to legalize the work-
ers’ councils that had been or-
ganized throughout industry.
However, Gomulka ' and the
Communist party leaders most
closely associated with him did
not mobilize the workers for a
further assault on the §ystem of
bureaucratic privileges and rule
by command.

From the first day he came fo
power, Gomulka sought instéad
to limit the functions of the
workers’ councils. He denied
thém the right to féderate. He
forbade them to take over the
functions of the irdde tinions or
to infringe on the prerogatives
of managément. Finally, in 1958,
he virtually dissolved. them by

: S :

merging them irfo "workers’
$elf-government conferences”
dominated by the irade-union
and party functionaries in the
shops.

" Instead of the workers’ dem-
ocracy the Zeran workers had
demanded, Gomulka offered
higher Wages, reduction of work
horms, some relaxation of the
former Stalinist discipline and
alterations in the plans so as to

‘favor consumer-goods produc

tion. Policé rule also was atten-
uated. All these reforms, to be
sure, made the bureaucratic re-
gime more bearable. But they
did not generate enthusiasm for
boosting labor productivity and
thus advancing on the road to
socialism.

The bureaucracy, both when
it applies the Stalinist whip and
when it doles out a few reforms,
keeps a tight lid on the great

‘creative- petential -lodged in the

working class.  As the Zeran
workers realized, this potential
can be freed only through a re-
gime of workers’ democracy.

The " AmerICah
Way °f Life

And; N«ow”the Bufther's rThtl.l"lb

America has been faced with some agonizing reap- i
praisals in recent weeks. What about that TV set after all? '
Was it a good investment? True, it’s cheaper entertamment

than going to the movies,
what about the morals of our
children? Is it good to. expose

them: hour after hour to such

corruption as was evident in the
quiz shows?

Then came another shockeroo.
Just as the Thanksgiving season
opened, a conscientious govern-
ment official—that rarest of all
rarities — warned' housewives
that America’s cranberry crop
was contaminated with a can-
cer-inducing chemical Weed-
killer. "

While the Ameucan people,
for the first time in the history
of the country, contemplated a
Thanksgiving without cranber-
ries,” some searching questions
were asked. In the interest of
maintaining the health of the
private enterprise system is it
moral to take a chance with the
health . of ‘the public, if the
poison included in food put on
the market is small in quantity,
detectable only in ' occasional
lots, and . has demonstrably
caused cancer so far only in
rodents?

What about that most import-
ant of all questions in this coun-
try, profits? The profits of the
cranberry growers? If they’re
to bé hurt by a sudden reaction
among buyers, which they had-
n’t foreseen when they used
aminotriazole in their bogs, isn’t
it in the interest of the general
public welfaré to grant them
funds out of the U.S. Treasury?
After all, this is something im-
poriant, not a mere matier of
strikers lésing their wages or
workers running out of unem-
ployment insurance or being
denied relief checks.

While people from coast to
coast wrestled with these ques-
tions, New Yorkers were glven
still another jolt. Once again
they were reminded that you
can’t trust a butcher and you
can’t trust Tammany Hall. New
Yorkers knew this already, so
it hurt to find out that they had
paid a few million dollars for
the reminder.

Fred J. Loughran has been
arrested as a ring leader in this

‘tale - of  tainted ' politics ™ and

short-wéighted meat. He was
appointed director of the city’s
Bureau of Weights & Measures
by Mayor O’Dwyer and kept in

bu 1A g

office by Wagner. The post lS ; :
a strategic one in the eyes .of
the Tammany boys. .

Inspectors under Loughran .
put the arm o#xi the butcher

shops. About oncé a yearvor 'so -

they insiiuated that it was -
about time to change brands on
the scales they were usmg This -
meant a lucrative commlssmn

from the scales manufacturers.

In addition they insinuated that
butchers who felt compelled to
cheat their customers in.order
to make a profit, had better
share  their profits with the
squad of inspectors.

Thé shakedown was $50 gr
$60 a month, and as many as 500
or more shops are rumored io
have been involved.

The butchers used 1ngemous
ways of working the public for
the benefi# of themselves &nd
the Buréau of Weights & Mea=
sures. .Those with dexterous .
thumbs exercised them. regulars
1y while weighing up an 6rder:
Some, not so dexterous, hid the ~
reading on the scale from the
customer’s view, - an. 1llegal
practice. Others rigged wire

contraptions that permitted a

hedvy toe to “substitute for-the

thumb. Still others used loaded

counterweights. S
Hand Faster Than Eye

Butchers, adept at ¢ard inclii
and similar sleight of hand,
weighed tender prime meat on
the “scales, fhi ; e
words, “Presto, change o,
verted it inté tough comméfc:al
meéat right 1hrough the wraﬁ-
ping. ; -
Mayor Wagner, of course, has
passed the word down the line:
to Keep investigating ,
everything is cleaned up.”:
Loughran looks like a promls-s'
ing candidate for the fall guy.

It is remarkable what, cymcal
remarks are heard in New
York’s stores. “I don’t care if.
they do release the cranberries. -
Whe did they pay off?”. “It"
getting so you can’t trust éven,
their bargaln prices.” “Who. is:
there that isn’t fixed?” :

It’s been an unusually rou
few weeks on the woral fi
Some people are even beginning
to wonider if it wouldn't b
wiser to stop looking for morals
in the Amerlcan Way of Life

— Paul Abboit

Eisen.ho*wer Finds .
Canal Zone Strife
Just a Big "Puzzle”

President Eisenhower said he
was “puzzled” by the violence of
the anti-American demonstra-
tion'in Panama City, Nov. 3. The
State Department, however,
seéemed to know what it was all
about — namely, that the Pana-
manian people want to exercise

centrol over the Canal that cuts.

through the middle ,of their
country. The State Department
has warned the Panamanian
government to prevent a march
on the Canal Zone scheduled for
Nov. 28. A march by a group of
students who sought to plant the
Panamanian flag in the Canal
Zone touched off the Nov. 3.dem-
onstration.

Secretary of State Herter in-

formed Pahama this week that

theré could be no “settlemeént” of
the differences between the two
couiitties while the threat of vio-
lence €exists. And Under-Secre-
tary of State fubottom resorted
to the U.S. government’s stock
accusation that “communists”
caused the Nov. 3 demonstra-
tion.

Panama gets $1,980,000 in
“rent” per year for the Canal
Zone., This is less than one-
fifteerith of the Canal’s yearly
revenue. Panamanians have de-
manded that their country get
50% of the tolis.

Land Distribution
To Start in Tibet

The Chinese Communist
party’s regional committee in
Tibet decided at a meeting end-
ing Oct. 18 to start redistributing
land to peasants belonging most-
ly to feudal lords and monaster-
ies.

Land belonging to feudal 1and-
owners who participated in the
anti-Chinese rebellion last
spring will be confiscated with-
out payment. But the Tibet com-
mittee recommended that the
state compensate those land-
owners who remained loyal to
the Chinese.

Land distribution w1ll first be
applied to agrlcultural areas.in-
volving about 900,000 of Tibeét’s
population.. The main tasks at

‘column,

present, in the pastoral areas,
involving about 300,000 herds-
men, are to “oppose rebellion”
and abolish unpaid forced labor
and slavery.

The official policy toward the
monasteries, many of which are
also large landowners, is 16 buy
out the land of those that took
1io part in the revolt. The state
will also grant them subsidies
if their ihcomeée becomes insuf-
ficient because of land distribu-
tion. Able-bodied monks, how-
ever, are expected to take part
in production. \

Defiant "N‘i[car-aguan‘ :
Students Challenge
Somoza Brothers

A new tound of conflict be-|

tween N1caraguas students and
the Somioza brothefs Who rule
the cotintry is in thé 6ffirig. The
National Student Federation has
sént a telégram to Pres. Luis So-,|
moza demanding that thiee uni-
versity students receritly arrest-
éd be freed immediately.

Gen. Anastasio Somoza, chief
of the National Guard, charged
that the three students were
found by pollcemen “riear an
unexplodéed bomb” and that they
would be held indefinitely.

The bad feeling between the
students and the regime has be-
come so deep that, according to
Paul F. Kénnedy in the Nov. 14
New York Times, Gen Sémoza
has said: “The Goverhment iur-
nishes the un1vers1ty with
money, but there is ho, reason
why it Wwill have to continue do-
ing so Whén all these students
do is fight us.”

Report Khrushchev
And Tito Held
Secret Meeting

' Premier Khrushchév and Mar-
shall Tito held a secret confer-
erice on the Yugoslav-Rumanian
border in October, according to
information the U.S. State De-

rpartment réceived from Ruman-

ia, Poland and the Soviet Union.
This was réported by Robert S.
Allen and Paul Scott in their

_ Washington = Reéport,
Nov. 16, ;

At the meeting, Khrushchev is

said to have briefed Tito on his -
talks with President Eisenhoweé!
and with the Chinese Commu-
nist party leaders. Tito is con
sidering an invitation to make

an official visit to Moscow pos= 1

sibly in December; according to :
the State Department’s informa-
tion. Khrushchev is said to have |
initiated the meetmg with Tito:.

American Plane Oml
Adulterant Poisohs j\_ ’,

10,000 Moroccans

Nearly 10,000 cases of paraly-

sis of the arms and legs have

occurred in Morocco recently.

| They were caused by min

oil poisoning. Surplis stofe

[ the oil, used normally to r

alrplane engities, had been s
to Moroccan merchants by t
U.S. Air Foreé base at Noua
near Casablanch, The merchants
fraudulently used ‘it to ‘dilute
olive and peanut oil and resold 11:
for cooking purposés

Physicians say no cur‘
been found for the paralys1 : o
situation has been officially pr
claimed a national disaster. The
merchants involved face the
déath penalty.

A spokesman for the U S Arr .
Force stated that the oil was
sold as machine oil. “Its subse-f ;

quent use is not our respons1- e

bility,” he said.
Note British: Falellout
Coincides with Rise
In Leukemia Deaths
Deéaths from leukemla in five
counties in England rose g 50%
between 1950 and 1957, Teports
the Laticet, a Brltlsh ‘med al '
journal. \ N
Leukemla, or cancer of the
blood, is almost always fatal.
The incréase of its incidenceé

the counties in question is

| ascribed by a British medlcal

offlcer Dr. Phillips, to strontiu:
90, a 'radioactive element i1
atomic fallout brought down in
the rainfall. The medical ofhcer
pointéd out that four of the -
counties are mountamous areas
with high rainfall.

Increase of leukemia by 38‘7
25%, and 199 was reported
three other countles N

uuntﬂ; =
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Letters from Our Readers

‘ Asks Us to Defme

~ Technical Terms

'\Edﬂor. s,
I am a new contact to social-
~ ism and as such I find certain
_termindlogies. difficult.
- you please explain in under-
standable languagé the follow-
ing:
(1) secondary boycott, (2)
plenum, (3) neo-fascist, (4) em-
-pirical, (5) sectarian, (6) Fabian.
' E.W.
San Diego -
* % *
Most' newcomers to the so-
“ cialist movement find it difficult
at first to learn a new set of
. words seldom used in everyday
life. Many of these words have a
special technical meaning in the
"labor ‘and . socialist movement
and it .is difficult to substitute
simpler ' words for them. And
wsometlmes, we must admit, so-
. ‘clalist - writers don’t explam
‘things as simply as they might.
We hdpe the following brief
definitions will be of help.
‘(1) ' Secondary boycott: A
" union engages in a secondary
“boycott when it pickets a busi-
ness firm that 'is handling the
products of ‘a strikebsund com-
pany. ‘Anti-labor législation has
put sharp restrictions on such
“acts ‘of union solidarity.
(2) Plenum: A full meeting of
all members of a regularly es-
tablished body, such as the na-

Would

land resists fitting such facts into

-

party. Such meetings are also
referred to as plenary sessions.

(3) Neo-fascist: New support-
ers of the fascist program of Hit-
ler or Mussolini.

(4) Empirical: A  person is
“empirical” in a bad sense when
he relies only on what he can
see, hear, feel, taste or touch

a broad theory or system of sci-
entific thought. Empirically, it is
obvious that the sun crosses the
sky from east to west; scientific-
ally, we explain this fact by the
revolution of the earth on its
axis from west to east. Another
example: Empirically, the boss
pays his workers their wages out
of his bank rolly scientifically,
his workers, through their labor,
furnish him with the bank roll,
including considerably more
than their wages.

((5) Sectarian: The tendency to
disregard anything in reality
that does not fit preconceived
ideas. In political usage this
means a program or stand that
disregards important £acts.in the
daily class struggle, therefore
leading to unwarranted isolation

of the party.

(6) Fabian: The Fabian Society
was. organized in. England in
1884. It proposed to achieve so-
cialism by gradual changes in
capitalism.

Cranberry Fehsh

Editor:

- The. Cranbeuy Growers As-
sociation hit .at Secretary 'of
Health Flemming for dlsclosmg
to the press the contamination
of the cranberry crop. The crop’
had been contaminated by the
unlawful use of a weed killer
that: produced cancer in test
animals. - "

The law specifically denies
approval to any compound, that
produces cancer or 1mpa1rment

of vital organs. Permission had’

been granted for wuse of  the
weed Killer after the crop had
been harvested. They used it
while the berries were growing.

The growers association has
ithe nerve to charge Flemming
with irresponsibility with his
press statement. These respon-
sible people would market the
crop with its contamination.
They cried about the terrible
loss they faced because they
won’t be able to sell the crop.’

This is a stukmg example of
what Marx calle_d the fetishism
of commodities.” Here are cran-
berries, ‘a product of man’s la-

bor, standlng over the produc-,

ers, threatening them with ruin
if they are not disposed of with
a profit. The sale of the com-
modity, even theugh contamin-
ated, is more important in a
commodity - producing  society
than the health of the individual
members of society.

John H,

tional committee of a political

Editor

New York City

: Do you still have the backward notlon that
music is to entertain? Wake up! Music is to
break down saleés resistance.’

. Mitch Leigh, president of Music Makers,
ne., explalned this to the Wall Street Journal.

Modern Jazz in a TV commercial, he said, can .

implant in your mmd the idea that a Ford is a
~modern car.

. That’s only the beglnmng They want you
b believe the Ford is roomier. As actors jostle
‘into a “non-Ford,” the music changes meter.
“_Each meter change gives the viewer an un-
c‘omfortable experience.” ¢

‘Real musical brains go into the composi-
tlons “Our music has got to give people an
+  emotional experlence that they’ll associate with
the chent’s product,” this modern maestro says.
““It’s got to sell, not just entertain.”
And it does. To sell Duncan Hines cake mix,
a Proctor and Gamble product, Mr. Leigh com-
sed a real high- brow piece, ‘Concerto -for
Announcer and Orclestra.” With quiet pride,

the composer said, “We wanted to build up an -

Lu" a-Buy Baby

By Herman Chauka

‘image of real «lass around their new deluxe

cake mix.’

Not that the. ordinary ngle is dying — as
you may have thought, or hastily hoped. Jingle
Mill, a New York firm whose production meth-
ods would make old Henry Ford’s eyes glint,
has three writers and a quintet that turn out
as many-as 40 jingles in an afternoon.

The year Jingle “Mill started, only 3,000
jingles were produced. In theé coming year, pro-
duction is expected to hit 8,000 jingles. The best
jingles are at the cash register.

The company has a stock of some 500 tunes
that are used over and over. The client selects

a tune and Jingle Mill dubs in the message on

the .already recorded music. That way a cap-
‘italist can choose the type of music most suited
to. his produect — “peppy, dreamy, calyps_o,
rock n’ roll, country.”

- Don’t get this new industry wrong as you
drink in the commercials. As Mr. Leigh told the
Wall Street. Journal, “This isn’t a new way -to

brainwash the public. It’s like the mood music’

used in motion pictures.”

Notes in

the News

TV QUIZ SHOWS FIXED TO INCITE
CLASS WAR? — J. Edgar Hoover’s gum shoes

. are ‘exploring the possibility that some of the
“participants’ in- the rigged quiz shows were

ither ‘“‘communists” or connected with “com- .

;un1st fronts,” accordmg to Variety, which
peddles the inside dope in the show business.
- The need for such an investigation is pointed
up: by one of the letters from an ad agency to a
' quiz show sponsor now in the files of the House
Subcommittee - on - Legislative Oversight. The
letter proposes: “... . let the farmer become
champion and find a good city slicker to com-
pete against him in another contest.” Clearly a
move to widen the gulf between town and
: country. ,
&' % % .
IT’S NOT ILLEGAL, BUT — Arthur D.
Foster, III, a 27-year-old resident of Baltimore,
as been walking through the poor. section. of
the city, knocking: on doors and handing people
$25 or $50 as a gift. He reportedly came into a
arge inheritance recently and simply wanted
to give it away. Police heard about these un-
sual -doings and the young man was promptly
- hauled . off to jail. The money was checked to
‘see if it was good and he was grilled at some
Jdength. He was finally released. A puzzled police

officer said, “There’s no law saying a man can’t 3

give away money if he wants to.”
* *®

"ONE OBSTACLE TO CHINA TRAVEL RE-
,MOVED — The State Department has quietly
blotted out a clause from the passports of 31
newsmen cleared for travel to China which the

svernment of that country had Yranded as an

sult.” The seéction authorized the newsmen

0 travel in those portions of China under Com-

munijst control.” Asked about the action, officials

aid the change Kad been made without an-

olihcement so it should not be misinterpreted
S a change in basic pohcy toward China.

*

HOW MANY OTHER SIMILAB CONFES-
SIONS? — Charles Baisten, a 17-year-old Negro,
was scheduled to go on trial in Chicagé Nov. 16
for the slaying of a 16-year-old boy. Police had
: »’strong case. Baisten had made a full confes-

. n of the crime; although he later repudiated
it But three days before the trial James Dun-
can, 18, admitted he had committed the killing
‘and the murder weapon was found in his room.
Baistersaid he had confessed after pohce had
threatened to mutllate him.

* * *
: THE LINING IN THAT CRANBERRY
CLOUD, — Lingonberries, a red Scandinavian
berry that can be substituted for cranberries,
are enjoying a leap in ‘sales. Some New York
shops are now charging as much as $1.95 for a
‘one-pound can, although others are still charg-
mg 65 cents. The wholesale “price in New York
about 33 cents.

£t * * *
- H-BOMBS NOT ENOUGH — The army is
eeklng reversal of the present U S. declaration
hat it will not use ¢hemical warfare except in

etaliation. Pentagon officials feel there is a

'good chance this will be done. A recent; budget-
‘request by the army for $40. million for re-

ch in these weapons was' upped to $55 mil- -

n by\the Defense Department Army publw

. apartments:

relations men have been campaigning to counter
public aversion to use of chemical and bacterio-
logical weapons. One of the press agents’ favor-
ites 'is a ' chemical that will render the entire
population of a city “temporarily” insane with-
out damage to property.
. * ® * N
.MAN WITH A VISION — Joseph Fiala,; &
Darien, Conn.,, real-estate broker, claims to have
the country’s first dealer franchise on atomic
fallout shelters. He is handling a steel cylinder,

~ seven feet in diameter and 11 feet long, to be

buried in your back yard. The shelter sells for
$1,800. There’s an extra fee for burying it three
feet  underground which is the depth recom-
mended by the Office of Civilian Defense to
provide protection against fallout. Batteries,
bedding and other accessories are extra. The
shelter will hold food and water sufficient for
two or three weeks. Mr. Fiala took the fran-
chise because he believes that history teaches
that war is inevitable and the shelters have a
future.
K * * *

MACHINERY REPLACES FIELD HANDS
—U.S. farmers are expected to spend 15% more
for mechanized equipment this year than last.
With more machinery they will be: able to
equal last year’s crop with fewer man hours.
According to the Nov. 10 Wall Street Journal,
in 1958 it took 11.1 billion man-hours of labor
to produce America’s crops and livestock. In

24 billion. The productivity of farm laborers
today is four times what it was during World
War I. Farmers now have 4.8 million tractors,
three times as mahy as in 1940. One farmer
now supplies food, fibre and tobacco for himself
and 23 others."A century ago a farmer supported
only four others.
* * * . .

‘NOTHING UNUSUAL’ — After several
years of pleading by tenants of two adjacent
tenement houses in New York, the owner and
management agent of the buildings were
hauled into court Nov. 13. The New York Post
offered this description of the buildings which
house 200 people in reconverted one-room
“For each 50 tenants there is one
working bathroom. Water pours through the
halls, walls, floors and ceilings. Wall have col-
lapsed, ceilings fallen. Rats are everywhere —
six tenants have already been bitten.” The City
Welfare  Department, which is paying rents as
high as $108 a month for 26 of the families, re-
ported it found “nothing unusual” there. The
situation was reported to Mayor Wagner last
January, but nothing happened,

* * * ¢

IS TIME THE SOURCE OF ENERGY? — A
Soviet physicist is working on a theory that the
flow of time from past to future is the ultimate
source of energy in the universe. According
to one Soviet scientist’s exposition of the
theory, the forward flow of time may be simi-
lar to a stream of water flowing down hill, or a
waterfall whose energy can be harnessed to
produce electricity. Propounded by. Dr. . Nikolai
Kozyrev, the theory was first presented in a
Soviet Academy of Sciences booklet, “Causal

or Asymmetncal Mechamcs in Linear Approxx- -
: . who felt u_nable to cormmt them-

matmn. :
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...Labor

» {Contmued from Page 1)
know. :lhat I am president of
this great organization that has

I never ran a strike in my life; T
never: ordered anyone else to
run a’sirike in my life, never
‘had anything to do with a picket
line. So.” he concluded, “if that
is the type of power people have
in.mind, they should get another
fellow for president, because I
have - no e:cperience with that
type of power.)’

To allay any suspicion that he
intended any change in the es-
tablished order Meany expound-
ed his credo to' the assembled
corporation chiefs. “In the final
analysis,” he assured them,
“there is not a great deal of dif-
ference between the things I
stand for and the things the
NAM (National Association of
Manufacturers) leaders stand
for. I stand for the profit system;

believe it is a wonderful incen-
tive..I believe in the free enter-
prise system completely. I be-
lieve in the return on capital in-
vestment. I believe in manage-
ment’s right to manage.”

After establishing basic agree-
‘ment on what he considered all
the fundamental issues, Meany
asked, “what is there left for us
to-‘disagree about?” And an-
swered: “It is merely for us to
disagree, if you please, as ‘to
what share the workers get,
what share management gets
from the wealth produced by the
particular enterprise.” That’s all!
Merely a disagreement over the
division.of the national ingome.
Nothmg to get excited about —
for as Meany observed to .the
NAM gathermg “We have: so
‘much .in common that it seems
rather silly-to be fighting over
the things that we do not have
in common.”

Irony itself stands 1ncredulous
and disarmed before such seem-
ingly artless s1mphc1ty If any-
thing, the - hard-headed NAM
business. fraternity are material-
ists: All 6f the ideological fluff—
1r.d1v1dua1 freedo m, “liberty,
equality, democracy — is intend-
ed to. deceive the people into
supportinig an economic system
based on the explmtatlon of hu-

for mdoctrmahng a_boy-scout
troop - in ‘the ‘virtues of the so-
called “free enterprise proht.sys-
tem.” But at a confab of -the
‘NAM where all virtues, values
and principles are measured in

‘Selected to reply to Mr. Meany
was Charles R.
board chairman, who spoke on:
“What Industry Expects of Or-
ganiZed "Labor.” Sligh quickly
got down to brass tacks. If
Meany meant what he said, then,
aceording to the management
spokesman, organized labor
would:"

1y Wrthdraw its opposition to
“Right- to-Work” measures.

-(2) Reéfrain from interfering
Wlth the freedom of scabs to
bréalk strikes.

(3) Abandon its “overly rigid
semorlty rules.”

-(4) Eliminate all “featherbed-
dmg practices and support
managemént’s right to fix work
rules and conditions.

- /(5) Support tax reductions for
the rich so that they could pro-

e

| vide more jobs for the poor.

such tremendous power and I}
never ‘'went on sirike in my life; |-

1 believe in the profit system. I|

R “MAKE A WISH

area too much. Co-operative

-} get workers ‘to their ‘jobs and

man  labotr. Such . pap 1s -useful

dollars and cents — well, really!

Sligh, then NAM |

(6) Not only disavow the set-
ting up of a labor party — which
Mr. Meany did — but “refrain
from the preparation of arbi-
trary blacklists as a means of
exerting political pressure,” as
well as other forms of poht1cal
activity.

All of this was summed up in
a five-point “Code of Conduct”
and presented to Meany as man-
agement’s contribution to the
furtherance of “just and har-
monious labor-management re-
lations.” All, peculiarly enough,
revolving around the one small
point of disagreement so lightly
dismissed by the newly elected

president of the AFL-CIO. For
under the “code of conduct”
elaborated by the employers
group, the ability of the unions
to effectively “disagree” over
who got what share of the
wealth produced by labor would
be rather limited — to say the
least.

But perhaps the bosses have
mellowed in the intervening four
years? Perhaps they have be-
come more amenable to reason;
more susceptible io persuasxon.
more benevolent and considerate
of the interests and needs of la-
‘bor? If so it is the best kept se-
cret of all time.

... Two Views on Deutscher

(Continued from Page 1)
onstrated that Bolshevism and
socialism were incompatible.

In reply, Dr. Moore argued
that just as capitalism has ruled
under various. political-' forms,
hlstory has ‘shown ‘that* social-
ism can, too. The belief that-so-
cialism and democracy were in-
sepalable, he said, had led Karl
Kautsky ‘and "the Second Inter-
national to the rejection ,of so-
cialism and : this sdme .concept
had led ‘some of Trotsky’s sup-
porters to the view that with
the "destruction of democ1acy,
the USSR was no longer a
workers state.

Weiss commented that the at-
tempt to justify Stalinism  on
the basis-of civil-war measures
used by the Bolsheviks ignored

the fact that these measures

flowed from the struggle of the
working class in power to de-
fend itself from imperialist as-
sault and capitalist counter-
revolution. Whereas the growth
of an uncontrolled bureaucracy
under Stalin flowed from- the
need of this’ parasitic caste to
defend its special interests from
the working masses. It is neces-
sary, he sajd, to distinguish be-
tween capitalist democracy and
workers democracy, as it had

existed in the early years of the
Soviet. Republic. Trotsky, he

said, fought for workers democ-
racy throughout. He also recall-
ed Trotsky’s consistent: political
struggle against all those who
contended that the USSR was
not a workers state. -

*uAmother member ‘of theraudi-
ence held that it was necessary

to restudy the” view .that .the].

continuation of the Marxist pro-
gram resided in the Trotskyist
movement. History has shown,
he said, that “by'someﬁmiracle,
socialism has risen -and : con-
quered” under .leaders .like
Khrushchev. and Mao Tse-tung
and “even a murderer and half
mad-man like Stalin.”

Commenting - on, this, Dr.
Moore said he felt it was incor-
rect- to view the Stalinist bu-
reaucracy - as representing an
alien class force because in a
distorted way it did represent
the needs.of the working class
and of socialism. ‘

Weiss maintained that to give
credit to a Stalin, Khrushchev
or Mao for the gains of a pro-
gressive form of property re-

lations is similar to the argu-

ments of ~supporters of the
trade-union ' bureaucracy, who
contend that because they hold
power, men like Reuther and
Meany should be credited for
gains won by the trade -union
movement.

NEW YOBK — In a letter|-
published in the Nov. 16 Na-
tional - Guardian, Dr. Annette T.
Rubinstein called for the forma-
tion of a committee to support
“independent and socialist peace
candidates” in the 1960 elec-
tions. -

She urged that people in New
York and across the country in-
terested in working. for such
candidates write to her.

The Independent-Socialist can-
didate for Lt. Governor of New
York in 1958, Dr. Rubinstein was
one of the initiators of the
United Independent-Socialist
Commlttee and, until its recent
dissolution, a consistent advocate
of a united 1ndependent -socialist
pre51dentlal ticket in 1960. The
text of her letter to the National
Guardian follows:

* * 0 %

I am writing as a former lead-
er of the American Labor party,
the. Independent-Socialist can-
didate for lieutenant-governor of
New York in 1958, and a mem-
ber of the administrative board
of the United Independent-So-
cialist Committee to date.

Last week’s Guardian: report-
ed the UI-SC board’s amicable
agreement to dissolve because of
its. 'substantial : difference on
electoral pohcy for 1960.~

A number of -those. members

DR. ;\NN ETTE T.RUBINSTEIN

selves to an ‘independent elec-
tion effort at this time favored
“postponing decision on a Presi-
dential campaign pending pos-
sible Homination of a peace can-

.didate by the Democratic Party.”

Others indicated their hopes of
building neighborhood groups
about the campaign of one or
more independent congressional
candidates who would, like Con-
gressman Meyer of Vermont,

take an uncompromising peace, |

ifnota soeialist, p"osition,

Dr. Rubinstein Seeks Grouping
To Help Independents in 1960

1950, 15 billion Hours were used and in 1920, |

It seems to me that both these
aims might be furthered — as
well as the desire of the more
intransigent of us for an inde-
pendent Presidential campaign
by the formation of a committee
for the support of independent

| and socialist beace candidates in

1960.

This is a poor second best for
a united-independent Presiden-
tial campaign, but it would offer
some alternative to sxttmg out
an election year; and if ' July con-

fronts us with a race between a-

Rockefeller or Nixon and a Ken-
nedy or Humphrey proponent of
the bi-partisan war policy, many
who now. still hope for a more
meaningful choice may be very
glad to have the opportunity for
political work  which a com-
mittee for the support of inde-
pendent and socialist peace can-
didates” could offer them.

I earnestly invite all those in-
terested in the formation of such
a group on a state or national
scale to write me. I am.sure this
will include many'who served
on the board of the I-SP and the
UI-SC, or worked in last years
campaign. I hope it will also in-
clude many other left indepen-
dents and socialists. As the Tal-
mud says: “If not you, who? And
if not now, when?”

Annette T. Rnbms!em :

59 W. 71st St., -
New York 23 N. Y.

'seven white men with shotguns

! Soetaliat Workers Part;

| Puts

\In Deep Freeze

N MINNEAPOLIS; Nov. 14—Follow1ng an overwhelmmg -
vote to reject the last company offer, 1,260 Twin City Rapid: =

Tw win --»lty Stri e 4
us Travel

Transit Bus Drivers, Mechanics and Clerical Employees :

walked out on strike Nov, 9.¢
Minneapolis and St. Paul work-
ers. are glvmg wholehearted en-

dorsement ‘to the strike, and no'|:

one seems to miss the absence
of buses from the Twin City.

car pools have been formed tc

traffic has contmued to run
smoothly.: '

The Board of Directors of the
TCRT had just been granted a
fare increase, effective’ Oct. 9,
and have applied for a second
one from state authorities. The
bus workers thought they were
entitled to a modest wage in-
crease,

The union is askmg 16 cents
an hour increase. The, company
has offered & mere 7 cents but
tied this to elimination of an .8
cents an hour cost-of-living in-

‘ (4

... Racists

(Continued from Page 1)
Negro youth, was killed. when
a shotgun blast ripped away
part of his face. Lavelle Powell,
17, a friend with whom he was)
walking home from a Halloween
party was wounded. The killers
were a group ‘of teenage white
boys who had been riding
around the Negro district ‘of
Corinth that night- shooting . -at
Negroes. The actual firer of the
weapon was Darnell - Glidwell,
17.: Alcoln County attorney H.
M. Ray said chatrges would
probably be filed against the
white youths but did. not indi-
cate the nature of the charges ‘

The Nov. 14 Chicago Defender
features an interview with Rev.
Paul Henry Hunter who' barely
eluded a mob in Rolling Forks,
Miss. Hunter —described - the
background ‘of “the srtuatlon as‘
follows: ; 5
“I was. offered $50 by this
whrte fellow to tell him what |
went :on-in meetings-of the Na-
tional "Association for the Ad-
vancement of  Colored  People
and - other: Negro:. organlzatlons |
When .I refused ‘he tore up a|.
check which he had made ouit |4
to me -and became enraged.” -
- Hunter subsequently received:
threats and one night six or

drove up to his farmhouse in a
pickup truck. They banged on
the door and -called him : by
name. While the pastor hid, -his
mother :told the White Cltrzens

Council delegation that her soni-

was not at home. After they had
gone, Hunter packed a few
things, took a 20 gauge shotgun
and left as unobtruerely as He
could. But at a bridge on the
country road he found they
were lying in wait for him. As
they came for him he fifed into
their midst and fled. He got to
& nearby town and- leff directly
from there for Chxcago.

The northeastern MISSlS81ppl
city- of Tupelo was on the verge
of an. explosion of antx-Negro
violence for three days, report-
edly because of the stabbing of
three white men:. An 11 p.m.
curfew . was proclaimed, city
firemen and some 50  white

civilians. were -armed’ as auxili- | .
lary police and state police pa-

trol units brought; into the city.
The Negro . community was
combed. and Negroes picked up
on merest suspicion. Police have
now announced that three:Ne-
gro youths, aged 16;-17, and 18,
have “confessed” to-.the .stab:
bings, none of which apparently
are connected. No motives. are
given other than that the oldest
of the prisoners said that a
white - man had bad.ly “beaten |

: D1 ivers:

tract.

Moreover, the Board of Direc-
tors is determined to relax
work: rules and past “company

»crease m the now explred con-f, .

practices” which the union won

in years of negotiations. As in

steel ‘and packinghouse, - work"

rules loom even more important

in the present controversy than;

-do wages.

Feehng .against the bus dom-

pany is strong among Twin City .-
riders, who have been irritated

by one fare increase after an-
other, continued worsening of
service and deterioration - of
buses. Add /to. this a. scandal so

smelly that it forced the ouster
of the former Board of Dufect-: ;

ors. Indictments are pending for.

1llegal sales of property 1nvolv- . k, ‘

ing kick-backs.
The bus service

much - less than ant1c1pated

Downtown traffic was expected, e

is rmssedf :

to increase over 20%, and fraf-

“emergency.” However, workers
got up an hour earlier to leave
for their jobs by car pools, and
trafflc was helped by the ab-
sence of buses.

Department storesales in the;

downtown. area fell off a report-

ed 30 to 40% the first day of the ~

| fic: details. were alerted for the

strike, but are.now said to have.

picked up some. One local radio

station is devoting a good por=

town . from - various outlying
points.

| tion of its morning time broad- -
»{ casting offers of rides down=

A Twin- City" reporter ’

said he had. received ‘17 offers 2

of rides within 20 minutes and
drivers were disappointed when

he informed them he was mere- -
1y makmg a spot check:

This is the first time _Twm
City bus drivers hav g ne out
on’ strlke srnce the‘

Union. -

strike promises to be a longqone‘

| with: ‘union . and. company far~

apart, and federal and ‘state me-

‘diators ‘unable to bring -the par-

ties 'even close to agreement
- However, Christmas shoppmg

|is just. getting underway ~and .
the’

department . store . sales
downtown “have been hard hit

by the strike. Storeowners with '
influence on the board may de-

cide -that . the squeeze is too
much and get the board to make
a half-way decent offer.

him in 1957

Calendar
;Of Events

MINNEAPOLIS G e
Labors Role

Socialist Workers' party Nation-

al Secretary and ‘1956 presiden-
tal candidate; former Minneap-

olis. Teamsters Union leader.
Sdt., Dec. 5, 8:30 p.m.. 322 Hen-
nepin. Social evening follows.
Auspices SWP. Contrib. 50¢.
° :
. . NEW YORK :
”Send-Off” Reception °
For Bill Price .. ./ =«
- Join UI-SC friends and others
wishing Bill well in his new:job
with, the . Committee for . First
Amendrnent Defendants.. Lloyd

Gough and his concertina, re-

freshments, gourmet buffet
served at 5:30 p.m., Sunday 4-7
p.m., Dec. 13; at The Weissmans,
325 East 17 St. $2.50 at the door.
(“One foot in America friends”:
why not make an aftefrnoon of
it? Concert at 2; Buffet with B111
at 5:00.)

Local Diree‘torv

. BOSTON )
Boston Labor Forum, 295 Hunhng-
ton Ave, Room 200. 7
CHICAGO
Socialist Workers Party,
Adams, DE 2-9736.
CLEVELAND. ' -
Socialist' Workers Party 10609 Su-
perior Ave.,, Room 301, SW 1-1818.
Open Thursday nights 8 to 10. :
- The Militant, P.O. Box 1904 Uni-
versity Center Station,  Cleveland 6,
Ohio. - :

7T W.

DF.TROIT
Eugene V. Debs Hall 3731 Wood-
ward. TEmple 1-6135.
% "LOS ANGELES
Forum Hall and. Modem Book Shop,
1702 E. 4th_ St AN 9-4953 or WE 5-
9238 g
Bt MILWAUKEE :
. 150 East Juneau Ave; .
"MINNEAPOLIS

nepin Ave. 2nd floor.. Open noon’. to
6 PdM daily except Sundays. -
NEWARK
Newark Labor Forum,
Newark, N.J. - >
NEW YORK CITY
- Militant Labor Forum, 116 Unim-

elty Place, AL 5-7852.

" OAKLAND - BERKELEY
: PO Box 341, Berkeley 1, Calif, -
PHILADELPHIA o
Militant' Labor Forum and Socialisl
Workers Party, 1303 'W. Girard Ave.
Lectures and discussions every Satur-
day, 8 P.M., followed by open houso.
Call PO 3-5820.
3 SAN FRANCISCO. q
~ The Militant, 1148 Polk St., Rm. 4.

Box 361,

in the: ‘1960\
Elechons." Hear Farrell Dobbs,

AL

Sat. 11 AM. to 3 P.M. Phone PR C-

7296; if no answer, VA 4-2321.
’ SEATTLE :
“1412--18th Avenue, EA. 2-5554 l;l
brary, bookstore i
' “:ST. LOUIS '~
lhf mahon phono‘MO =719
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