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t Lansing Rally
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. DETROIT, May 9 — The May 5 unemployment con=

; ference of the Michigan AFL-CIO in Lansing was another
tame and ineffective gathering, something like the April 8

national conference in Washing-
ton. But this time the unemploy-
ed found or made a few cracks
in the wall through which they
were able to voice some of their
- ideas and'feelings.
Mass attendance was not en-
couraged, and many locals did

i not participate at all. The only

. two groups that sent more than
a handful were UAW Dodge I.o-
cal 3 and Chrysler Local 212,

. whose delegations made up al-

most a third of the 700 present,

and who livened things up a lit-

tle by walking through the

_ streets of the state capltal with

'tnexr banners.

"The conference plan was to
hold a two-hour meeting ad-
dressed by union officials and
Democratic  politicians; then
lunch; then visits to state legis-

" ldtors to ask their support for]

unrion-endorsed bills.

" Dissatisfied with this agenda,
a group of UAW members from
Detr01t passed out’ a mimeo-
graphed statement, part of which
said: -

“This conference is about un-

Billionaire Glub
Assets Equal
National Deht

American big business reached
récord proportions in 1958. De-

spite the severe economic slump, |

five new members joined the
“Billion-Dollar  Club™
panies with total assets of more
than a billion dollars. This
brings total membership in the
club to 96.

The five newcomers are: Co-
lumbhia Gas Corp., First Western
Banking & Trust Co., of S: F,
Republic National Bank of
Dzllas, Insurance Co. of North
America and New York Trust
Co

Total assets of the “club” rose
io $284 billion from $269 bil-
lion in 1957 — almost equal to}
the national debt.

1to

—_ com-’

employment, sand " unemployed
have been invited to attend. But
po provision wae know of has
been made for the unemployed
speak and present their
views . ..

“This is a repetition of what
took - place at'the Washington

Conference last month. The un-.

employed did not have an op-
portunity to voice their opinions
and demands. Instead we’listen-
ed for six hours to an-tarray of
speakers. The only result of the
Washington Confererice to date
is a promise from Lyndon John-
son that a special committee will
be set up to “‘study’: unemploy-
ment. We don’t need further
‘study’ of our cond1t10ns, we
need action .

PERMIT SOME QUESTIONS

‘Perhaps as ‘a result of this
complaint, room was made at the
eénd of the mommg session for a
half- hour “giiestion - period.”
Cnly thrée or four got the floor,
but one was able to say some-
thing significant. -

That was Edith Van Horn of
‘Local 3, the best organized job-

less group in Detroit.,: She asked |

the conference to support her
local’s proposal for the organiza:
tien of mass unemployed rallies
to be held. simultaneously in all
of the nmation’s industrial areas,

'| together . with '’ bnef sohdanty

- work- stoppages by the employ-
ed, as a means of puiting pres-
sure on Congress:

- No vote was taken on: the Pro-
?posal and no comment on it was
i made by, the - official speakers,
includmg state presxdent August
F Scholle,” Emil Mazey. and Gov.
Williams. Thé main .point they
made was' that' Republicans are
not friends of the unemployed
Scholle “told the delegates pre«
paring to visit legislators:

“You don’t have to talk o any
Democrats. They are sympathet-
ic’ and’ undeérstanding. ~ Direct
your efforts partlcularly to the
22 senators who are’ Repubh-
cans.’

_ Earlier, the Soc1ahst ‘Workers

(Continued on Page 4)

Well,

This Week We're

h-.GIose to Half Way Point

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign Director
This week I'm starting out with a slightly pink face—

and not from- being out too

long in the sun. One of the

contributors to the $16,000 Soc1ahst Workers Party Build-

ing Fund asked, “How come
you said last week that you had
reached the -half-way point
when the total collected to date
was only $6,842?” The figures,
I have to admit, were correct
~and they don’'t make -one- half
of $16,000.

Well, in a fund campaign you
expect sharp audience -partici-
pation like that. It helps make
it a success; particularly when
the participation includes what
is so crucial #0 building a so-
cialist party; namely, the fold-
ing stuff.
~ The' fact .is that we were at

the half-way mark-only on the
time schedule last wedk and I
suppose I should have asked,
“Who's holding up the parade?”

This week $978 came in and

* that gave us a total of $7,820. 1.

figure that’s 49%.—~almost half

CAMPAIGN FUND GOAL

' | bookstores

| testing of atom. bombs,

way. It’s true, however, that
we should be at the 62% mark.

1 won’t make a big point of
the lag because a lot of people

are already working on how to
catch up and some of ‘their
ideas aré brilliant.

Take New York, for instance.
Some of these comrades hive
been fighting for a socialist
world of peace and plenty and
human brotherhood for a quar-
ter of a century or more and
yowd think that so far as fund-
raising is coihcerned they could-
n’t -possibly  come ‘up with
something new. But they did.

Johnny Tabor observed that
there are a lot.of fine libraries
accumulated in many socialists’
homes—wonderful libraries, in-
cluding. rare socialist. classics.
And there are also a number of
people combing-the second-hand
looking for these
very works, 'so they can get a
socialist  education fast. Now
with strontium 90 ‘accumulating
in every one's bones from the
what
good are the books going to be
10 them in a few years?

But if they’re shared around
to. spread . the teachings of so-
cialismh faster it can help slow
down the warmakers and bring
us closer to peace. So why not
hold a BOOK FA¥R!

The comrades applauded that
suggestion on how to trim down
a bulging bookshelf almost as
much-as I applauded their con-
tribution this week of $261.95
on their $4,200 pledge. So New

| Yorkers get set for some choice

books. And, remember, the

money goes to the best tause in

the world. .
Chicago. --too, -is - approaching

(Continued on Page 2) .

"We

ust Fight Back,’

Say Top Negro Papers

4
v

.scribed  as
:Chrysler is estimated to be able
 to. maintain’ production for two.f
|or‘three months after a steel]
‘shutdown.

| Govt., Steel

Bosses Plan
Showdown

NEW YORK, May 13 — As
closed contract negotiations con-
tinue here betweeh the United
Steelwworkers of America and
12 - ~major - steel corporations,
signs are growing of a company-
government plan to shut down
the mills when the current
agreement expires on June 30.

. President Eisenhower has de-
cided that he prefers a strike to
a’significant wage increase, ac-
cording to. A. H. Raskin, the
New_ York Times labor special-
ist.”. Presidential aides explain

 this stand is reinforced by a

careful  White House study of
last year’s bus strike in London
where the British goverhment
permitted a virtual shutdown of
transportation for six weeks in

|order “to force the men back
without any substantlal Wage

gam

‘The steel monopohsts talked
“strike”” months in advance of
negotiations, and so orders pour-
ed in.at a record rate. It was dis-
closed - yesterday that .General
Motors, the nation’s top steel
consumer, = will. have  enough
stock on hand to meet all needs
for five months past the strike
deadline. Ford’s supply is. de-
“eomfortable”

The steel barons gave advance
indication of their strike strat-
egy ‘in the trade mouthpiece,
Iron Age. The magazine dis-

‘cloged that if ‘the union strikes

less than the entire’ 1ndustry one
of two plans w1ll go into opera-
tion. Either there will be an in-

‘dustry-wide ' lockout or ‘those
‘companies still operating will

share profits with those closed
down by the union. -

‘The Steelworkers union is de-
manding ‘a substantial, though
as yet unspecified, wage in-
crease; time-and-a-half pay for
Saturdays' and double time for
Sundays; improved supplemen-
tary unemployment benefits; im-
proved grievance procedures;
and a reduction of the work-

hours with no. reduction in take-

home pay.

On May 12, union president
McDonald was reported as pro-
posing that the work hours be
reduced through a four-day, 32-
hour .schedule every fourth
week, in which the workers
would be paid for the full 40
hours.

This would correspond to a
regular 38-hour work-week in-
stead of the present 40. Such a
reduction would fall consider-
ably short’ of meeting techno-
logical unemploymént .in the in-
dustry, which has wiped out
100,000 jobs in.basic steel in the
past three years:

~and.

u , Loggers Roll Back Scabs

Siriking Newfoundland members of the Interndtional Woodworkers of America block
passage of carload of scabs. Flghnng against a 60-hour- week and low pay. the loggers are
standing up against club-swinging, trigger-happy Canadian Mounted Police. The Canadian
Labor Congress is seeking to collect $1 from each of its million members to aid. the strike..

N.Y. Hospital Workers Strike

Against Wages of $32 a Week

By Harry Ring
NEW YORK, May 13 — The

benches in Stuyvesant Park are).:

vsually occupied by mothers
tending their children and oldér
folks getting some sunshine.
Right now the park is also the
unofficial auxiliary headquarters
for striking employes of Beth
Israel Hospital which is just
across the street. ' ’

Along with workers in five
other private hospitals they have
been picketing for five days in
a battle for union recognition.
This morning I sat on a bench
with some of them and listened
to stories of incredible exploi-
tation. Many get paid as little
as $32 a week and several pulled
out pay stubs in case I wouldn’t
believe it.

A union organizer sat w1th a
group of workers, his eyes con-
stantly on the ten pickets and
equal number of cops across the
street. He said that the union
covers everyone except doctors
and nurses and that about 90%
of the kitchen and laundry help,
nurses aides and orderlies, main-
tenance men, pharmacists and
X-ray technicians had joined the
walkout. Most of the lowest paid
workers are Puerto Rican and
Negro. They. are members of

Local 1199 of the Retail Drug
Employes Union, an AFL- CIO
affiliate.

The six 'hospitals are stub-
bornly refusing to recogmze the
union and. are bringing in vol-
unteer help and paid scabs.
Charles Silver, head of Beth Is-
rael Hospital and president of
the New York Board of Educa-
tion, is spearheading the hos-
pital asgociation’s union-busting
drive. He 'is charged with insti-
gating the principal of nearby
Stuyvesant high school to re-

cruit students as scabs. One . of-

the nurses reported to the union
that a student had overloaded
an elevator and almost sent it
crashing down the shaft.

With the.backing of the city
AFL-CIO, the union is picketing
in defiance of coutt injunctions.
The Laundry Workers Union is
respecting the picket lines and
so are some individual members
of the Teamsters Union. “We are
letting food and drugs. go
through,” a picket captain said.
“We don’t want the patients to
suffer. But we turned back one
truck this - morning (with an
‘emergency’ shipment. It was
Arpege toilet water for the gift
shop.”

I asked a cheerful looking
ycung woman how she felt about

a report that every picket would
be arrested for defying the in-
junction. “Honey,” she laughed,
“1 haven’t been in a jail yet and
this is as good a cause as any.
Just be sure and slip me a pack
of Marlboros through the crack.”

“Why did you join the strike?”
I asked a slim young man. “For
one reason,” he said. “lI wasn’t
making enough money. After
ten years, I'm getting $52. My
wife works too, so we manage.
But its rough. Our rent alone is
$85.” .

A young woman, unusually
attractive and equally articulate,
was mad enough to tell her story
without any 'questioning. “Thir-
ty-two dollars a week for doing
two or three peoples’ work and
the assistant supervisor talks to
you like you’re a dog. The one
over me — T'll be glad to give
you her name to put in the pa-
per — she looks like sin and acts
it.-You have a complaint or re-
fuse to work overtime, she’s got
one answer — ‘If you don’t like
it, turn in your keys.

“I'm on special diets. I've got

a whole floor with 23 private pa-
tients, each one with a different
diet, low sodium, diabetic, what-
ever 'you can think of. Three
meals a day without any help.

(Continued on Page 3)

Lynching, Rape Case,

Touch Off Nationwide .
Storm of Bitter Protest

By George Lavan .

A mighty nationwide roar of anger is rising from
American Negroes in the wake of the Poplarville, Miss.,
lynching, the rape of a Negro co-ed by four white men

in Tallahassee, Fla:, and the re-
fusal of Monroe, N.C., courts to
punish white men for crimes
against Negro women.

The call by a Negro leader in
Detroit for a protest “March on
Mississippi” 1is reverberating

through the Negro press. Stu-

dents at the Negro university
in Tallahassee have sstaged a
strike and demonstrations and
with colored townspeople have
jampacked the courtrooms to
emphasize their demand that
Florida’s rape laws at last be
equally enforced. In North
Carolina the NAACP leader of
Union County has urged Ne-
groes to resist “violence with
violence” even if it means “lay-
ing down. your lives.”

The call for a “March on
Mississippi” comes from Charles
C. Diggs, Sr., father of Michi-
gan’s Negro congressman. The
elder Diggs, a former state leg-
islator, is himself a prominent
leader in Detroit, He set Vicks-
burg as the talget and Nov. 11
as_the date.

“Negroes To March-On Miss-
issippi!” = shouts the banner
headline of the May 9 N.Y. Am-
sterdam News. “Diggs’ proposal
for a March on Mississippi. im-
mediately captured  the imagin-
ation of the man’ on the street
in Harlem,” the lead story said.

An opinion poll of Harlemites
brought such responses as “Hell,
yes. I'll march on Mississippi or
anywhere else in the U.S. if it's
going to do our cause any
good.” ’

“Rumor Revolt In Mississippi
After 537th Negro Lynched,”. is
the headline of the Tribune,
Negro newspaper published in
Los Angeles. The article quotes
a confidential Mississippi source
as declaring, “There will not be
another Mack Charles Parker
without a fight.” '

In Tallahassee, Negrp de-
mands for prosecution of the
four white men, arrested with
the kidnaped Negro co-ed still
bound and gagged in their car,
were unceasing. Students at the
Negro university went on strike;
they fasted; they demonstrated
with signs proclaiming “All We
Want Is Equal Justice.”

Comniunity leader C. K.
Steele, leader of that city’s bus
boycott of a few years ago, de-
clared: “This case will prove
whether the laws were written
for colored persons alonie or are
for all people.”

When the prisoners were ar—
raigned on May 8, all pleaded
“not guilty.” At this legal move
a moan went up from the 300

(Continued on Page 4)

avoid |

[ In Any -T~own |
It's Like This

While' national attention fo-
cused on the most spectacular
cases of racist violence in Ameri-
ca, the press continued to report
“ordinary” cases like theseé:

Willie H. Reid fought another
round in his seven-year battle to
extradition from New
York to a Florida chain gang.
Willis McCall, the sheriff who
wants Reid back, is the man
who shot down Samuel Shep-
pard in 1951 as he took him
frem prison to a courtroom for
retrial on a trumped-up- rape
charge.

% & % 5

Lyndsay B. Johnson, a Negro
city official in Springfield, Mass.,
is fighting to live in his new
home. In response to a rock .
hurled through a window by
whites, he said: “They can iry
to bomb me out, They can shoot.
tne. But I'm movmg in and T'm
going to stay.”

: £ £ 3 * ) Y

District 65, Wholesale Retail
& Department Store.  Union, .
ATL-CIO, demanded investiga-.
tion of a beating. Walking down
a stieet, one of its members, a
Puerto Rican, accidentally
bumped a cop. Apologles did not
save hifm. The cop laid into him .
Wlth his club, putting him into
the hospital.

* * *

- Joanie Crumpler, a 14-year~

old Negro, was pushed by a - .

Brooklyn cop. After a second
shove, she shoved back. “He
grabbed me with one hand e
He punched me in the side of
my face, I tried to get away.
Then I felt his stick on my head.
I fell and he kicked me ... I
don’'t remember much after
that,” Arrested for dxsorderly
conduct and attacking an offi-
cer, )

. x % sl 7

Al Garrett, 24, was shot by a
cop in a Brooklyn police station.
April 17. Hovering at the edge
of consciousness, he cried rout,
“Stop hitting me, man. I haven’t
done anything.” On May 6 he
died.

*® * *

Six Negro boys were wound-
ed, two of them seriously, when
white hoodlums in two auto-
mobiles sped : through Rich-
mond’s Negro community firing
from the windows with shot- -
guns,

Coal mining. The words evoke
a picture of grimy-faced men
with - picks, shovels, drills and
dynamite, sweating as they hack
at the glinting black seam deep
underground. s

Modern science is changing
that picture. One day society
will have its coal without the
enormous human labor- it costs
today. “Mechanical monsters”
are steadily replacing men: in
surface stmp mining and ma-

chines are” being developed: 10,
-convert underground mining in-

to an automatic .process.

i This is how the huge Peabody

Coal " Co. is already operating

strip mines, as described in the

April 8 issue of Business Week:
“The most prodigious per-

formers to date in ‘Peabody’s

arsenal of mining tools are its

giant shovels. Three of these
are in the monster class and an
even bigger one is on order.
The $3%-million giants, close to
one hundred times the size of a

| standard power shovel,.have a

reach’ long enough "to dump
their diggings on top of a ten-

story building . . . these mon-
ster . shovels are the advance
guard, cleaning overlying dirt
and rock off the coal seam in
70-ton to 100-ton bites.

“Operated by one man who
rides up to his control cab by
private elevator, they waddle
along the length of a coal seam
on four crawlers weighing 60
tons apiece. Their size and reach
makes it possible to get at coal
that’s buried 90 ft. to 100 ft.
.deep . . .

“But the giant shovels don’t
dig the coal; they just uncover
it. The digging is done by
smaller shovels that follow in
their wake, after .the. coal is
blasted loose. The smaller shov-
els scoop up the coal in hunks
as big as six ft. by six ft.”-

~PUSH-BUTTON MINER”

The performance of these
giarit machines convinced Pea-
body Coal to place _the first
order for a remote control tun-
neler and robot miner to tap
deep-lying deposits that even
the monster shovels can’t get at.

This machine has been more
than six years in the making.
According to Businesy Week,
“The new push-button miner
will start at the wall where the
giant shovels leave off. Four
rotary cutters mounted in front
will break up the coal, which
will be carried back out of the
tunnel by the conveyor system
the robot miner drags behind it.

“Sensing devices attached to
the robot miner will register
any deviations from the coal
seam, flashing their” ‘blips’ on a
radar-like screen in front of the
operator in the control room.
These will permit him to direct
the angle of the robot miner’s
attack.

“Peabody offlmals say  tests

with a prototype prove the ma-

chine will énable them to recov-
er millions of tons of coal that
might otherwise be lost. The
robot miner is expected to scoop
out about 100 ft. of coal seam
per hour.”

*To insure the continuing ad-;

vance of such' “kingsize” me-
chanization, Peabody Coal  is

developing a 20-year production

plan based on long-term con-
tracts -with power utilities and
big industrial consumers of
coal. “A 20-year contract for
one million tons a year gives a
coal company room to man-
euver, makes it relatively easy
to finance new million dollar
digging equipment or the open-
ing up of a new mine near the
customer.”

In its drive  “to sew up the
future,” Peabody utilizes all the
production knowhow available
to- it. For example, 'one. mine
near Springfield, IlL., pushed its
output up. from 14,000 tons to
18,000 tons a day without add-
ing to the work crew.

DOUBLE-EDGED SWORD

And here, of course, is the
rub. In a socialist society such
technological progress would be
a boon for the miners and for
all mankind as well. Bui under
capitalism such advances are
double-edged, bringing hand-
some new dividends io the

coupon-clippers and. virfual dis-.

Machines — to Sew Up the Future or the

aster to the workérs replaced
by the machines.

. “Dollars Make Dollars,” is
the way Business Week ' sum-
marizes Peabody’s dazzling suc-
cesses. -Sales and prices have
remained almost static, but the
company has boosted its net
profit from the $5-million mark
in 1955 to almost $10-million in
1958. “What Peabody has done,
in simplest terms, is to raise its
net income per ton sold from
23 cents to 42 cents.”

In equally simple terms, the
march of mine mechanization
has left a trail of displaced and
poverty-stricken miners.

In West Virginia, the nation’s
top coal-producing state where
more than 15% :of the work
force is idle, the situation was
illuminated by this March 10
dispatchh in the WNew York
Times: '

“In Charleston, Raymond
Lewis, brother of John L. Lewis

.and president of District 17 of

the United Mineworkers Union,
doubted that many miners now

‘Miners?

out of work would find jobs

lagain in the industry.

“He called the current . crisis
a lot worse than the depressmn
of ‘the thirties. !

“‘The 1930 depression was
just the end of a boom period.
It was not caused by tech-
nological advances but by over-
production.” This one here is a -
different ‘story, . an industrial :
revolution like the one that hit
England - when “the spinning
jenny was invented.’

“Mr. Lewis-said that scarcity
of labor during World War IIL
forced operators into mechani-
zation: ‘By 1949 new equipment °
began to--come in. Thereafter
there was a steady decrease in
miners and an increase in pro-
duection.’ -

“In 1948, West Virginia had

125,000 coal miners. Last year

there was only 68,000 men in
mines.” ”’ o
Coal miners will “sew up the

future” by -helping-to abolish a =

system that makes scientific .
progress a curse instead of -a
blessing. ‘
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~ The Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences
(Macmillan Co., N.Y., 1953) describes the role
and background of blacklisting: “The blacklist
in industrial relations is one of the employers’
weapons -in conflict with trade unions
labor blacklist has probably existed from the
beginning of trade union organization. Com-

mons’ History of Labor in the U.S. mentions

the use of blacklist as early as 1835 when cotton
‘manufactiirers
the children of strikers.”

The Encyclopaedia indicates the effective-
ness of the blacklist: “Knowledge of its exist-
ence tends to create an atmiosphere of suspicion
and fear that is inimical both. to the indepeii-
dence of the worker and to his willingheéss to
joini with others in any ptojéct of which the
employer is likely to disapprove.”

Results of the blacklist were described by

Edwin S. Smith, a mentser of the National La-
bor Relations Board, in connection with the
LaFollette investigations: “I have never listened
to anything more traglcaﬂy un- Amerlcan than
stories of the discharged employees, victims of
a labor spy .. . citizens whose only offense was
that they had ventured in the land of the free
to organize as employees to improve their work-
ing conditions. Their reward -was to be hunted
down by a hired spy like the lowest of crimihals
and thereafter tossed like useless metal on the
scrap heap.”

Give Up Fingerprints.

J. Edgar Hoover has not only compiled a
“master blacklist while directing a gargantuan
spy system throughout the labor movement, but
has. even secured complete union membership
records while supplying reports to employers,
without the khowledge of the workers involved.

The methods used by the FBI to build up
its present labor files have rarely been made a
* matter of public record. Lowenthal reports one
case which came to light through an investiga-
tion of. the Federal Communications Commis-
sion 1nv01v1ng 250,000 radio operators and

workers in the telephone and telegraph fields."®

The FCC with the cooperation of labor officials
secured fingerprints of all the workers., The FBI
promptly asked that.these prints be placed in its
possession.’

Throughout the 1941 correspondence be-

tween the FCC and the AFL and CIO unions "

involved, the labor officials emphasized that the
employers must not secure access to these files,
because “some of the records conceivably could
be utilized by the employers as a basis of dis-
crimination against our members because of
their union activities.” - , k
' After months of delay, the unions involved,
.urged on in the name of “national defense,”
agreed that for “technical” reasons the ¥BI had
t0 acquire the files permanently to' make a
check on these workers.

Though the FBI was unable to find any
espionage, it did acquire peérmanent possession
of the ﬁngerprints, names and accompanying
data of workers in the communications industry,
with the cooperation of labor officials.

Six years later in February, 1947, Hoover
admitted that the FBI was fingerprinting in-
dustrial workers and reporting back to their
“bosses. “Many times in reporting back,” Hoover
bragged the FBI reports “undoubtedly resulted
in apphcants not obtaining the positions sought

. The service rendered is a pubhc service

Labor Soying—Friondly “Sarvice
The FBI Renders Big Business

By Henry Gitano

.+ The’

in Paterson, N.J. blacklisted -

more than for the benefit of the individual
company . .. we average about 2,000 such re-
quests a day from all over the U.S. which I
think is a service which we should render.”

As a rule, Hoover is more devious; FBI
reports involving the firing or non-hiring of
militant workers are wusually transmitted
through intermediaries. In February, 1942,
Hoover admitted that industrial plants are send-
ing fingerprints “to the FBI to be checked
against our files. We do not make reports back
to the plant because we try very diligently to
aVoid any possibility of getting involved into
an employer-employee controversy. Records$ are
forwarded to the Army and the Navy, which
services have contractual relations with. the

* fdctories. We do not sehd this mformatlon direct-

ly to the employers.”
Expounding on this same theme,one year
later, Hoover said: “It is essential that those

_ having interests. inimical to the best interests

of our country be not so employed.”

Utilization of the FBI’s files, — -the Wash-'

ington FBI headquarters employs 4,539 clerks —
in hounding militants from their jobs was again
confirmed when Hoover testified in January,
1958, that “these fingerprint records have been
of great value in the ... screening of security
risks.”

The Attorney General at this same hearing
testified that the FBI's expected  workloads |
during 1959 in the “internal security, subvers-
ive” spheres “will continue to indrease,” also
“name checks, fingerprint checks . . . continue
to show increasing trends.”

Besides the fingetrprint files, there is a
“Records and Communications Division.” Hoov-
er told a Congressional Committee in 1953: “This
Division includes the Files Section of the Bu-
reau. It is the nerve center of the Bureau . /.
we do perform a tremendous amount of search-
ing of files there. We have a 41 million card
index in our Files Section. Every lead, every
complaint, every name that is received from any
source is subject to immediate index.”

All But the Real Reason

How this card index is used, was clarified
by Hoover in 1957. “During the fiscal year 1956
the Bureau received a total of 1,629,764 re-
quests for name checks.” These checks cover
“an unlimited range of activities . . . In many
cases the searches have identified persons as-
sociated with criminal reputations or subver-
sive backgrounds who otherwise, may not pos-
sibly have been denied employment in the gov-
ernment service, strategic industries, and other
vital installations of importance from a na-
tional defense standpoint.”” This is certainly
flexible enough to hound any militant worker
from his job,:
) The Stanford Law Review (March 1956)
concludes that:while 3,000,000 industrial work-
ers have been cleared since 1949, “the industrial
security program has indirectly affected far

‘more people than these figures indicate. Among

the employers interviewed the ability to pass a
security test has become a condition of employ- |
ment for many jobs which may never involve
access to classified information.”

This study also notes that “employers said
they prefer to place the discharge on some
grounds' other than the man’s loyalty . . . As
one employer said ‘Our company has 56 grounds
for discharge and we can always find one to

...Socialist Fund

tell the man.’”
[
Drive

(Contmued from Page 1)

thé fund drive as if they mean
it when they say they believe
i socialism. They sent in $300
this week. That included $40
cohtributed By Ken S., and he
did it despite being unemployed
for so long that at first he
couldn’t even make a pledge.
Ray F., who is in charge of the
campaign there reports that
- Ken “worked out a deal to do
» a'needed paint job on a friend’s

apartment. He earned $40 that|

way and contributed

cént.”

every

fire; too. A “continuing bazaar”
- which “began in a rather small
way, on Marj’s initiative,” says
" Ray, “has been growing and is
now béing pushed by the
branch. We have a number of
good saleable items contributed
by the comrades.”

‘That kind of interest in work-
ing out ways and meahs of
raising dollars for socialism is
being shown by a number of
branches of the Soc1ahst ‘Work-
ers Party:

For instance, St. Louis sent
in $15, despite being hard hit
by unemployment. And Detroit
contrlbuted $45 more. You can

. . | they “have to réd
+ Chicago has other irons in the they “have to redlly dig for the.

‘and the big things in the World

tell how much thinking the De-
troit comrades have done about
the unemployment problem by
the most recetit leaflet they dis-
tributed. (And one of their own
conclusions is to try to stay on
schedule in the Socialist Work-
érs Party Building Fund!)

The Connecticut contingent
collected another $22 and hogpe
“to oversubscribé” their quota
“by a substantial margih — if
possible.”
 The Neéwark comrades sent in
$13 with the observation that

rest of it.” We believe Joe
Skivar when he says that and
we know they’ll make it if: they
have to dig right down through
their pockets.

The Cleveland comrades have-
n’t let us in too much on what
they’re planning; but they men-
tioned that $35 of the $50 they
sent in this week came from “a
very successful social at a
friend’s apartment.” I wish I'd
been there; I'll bet it was a lot
of fun, kiiowing how they like
to talk about pohtlcs and art

socialists are interested in.
From Los Angeles came $111

Considering what a big quota
this branch took, we ' expect
that it’s going to take a few
sessions of their best financial
brains to figure out ways to
help make their goal. They’ll do
that; they always do. And do
you know what will be decis-
ive? The Los Angeles socialists
will think, “Who says it hurts
to sacrifice for socialism? It
hurts if you don’t.” 'And they’ll
make it.

Boston is another branch like
that. ‘They’ve really got tough
problems there. But here’s how
Sally Conti put it: “We are try-

.ing otr best to ecatch up.” These

comrades have all been think-
ing about Sacco and Vanzetti
bécause another effort was made
there recently to clear the
names of the martyrs officially.
So we know they’ll do their
best to live up to the inspiring
socialist tradition that belongs
to Boston.

“General,” the category that
is outside other brahch areas,
did nicely this week. ‘Johnny A.
contributed another $10 and a
friend in the South sent in $5.
Thanks to .both of you com-
rades.

I suppose somebody has to be
low man on the totem pole, as
F“ND SCOREBUARD long as we have to have totem
poles, but I hate to see- the Bay
rea way down there with only
City Quota Paid Percent 20%. I'm not worried, however,
; \ ibecause Beverly W. sent this
'2:’32‘2‘:1%‘;"':'"""":':::::::"‘:* w0 a4 ||messase with a handsome check
ALGRIOWR oo ~ 101 92 on genuine bank paper for $105:
Detroit . 430 72 “The goal will be made in spite
Chicago ... 700 70 of our slow start). We expect to
St Lome """""""""""""""" 50 63 complete our quota IN ’FULL
Newark .. 155 58 AND ON TIME as nsual.
New York ... : 2,215 53
Twin Cities .. 1,700 . 888 52 . C o ) iaht
Los Angeles .. 4,400 2,016 46 So All Right
San Diego ....... 245 100 41 Go Back to Russia
Denver ... 25 10 40
Cleveland ........ccooeveecenenene 750 ' 250 33 . “Crawford H. Greenewalt,, Du
Seattle 500 155 31 Pont president, said, ‘there
MilWaUuKee .eooeoveecmrereeeeeans 250 73 29 seems to be considerable irony
Boston 450 115 26 in the fact that the U.S., a free
Philadelphia a.oceveeenne.e 500 103 . 21 nation, taxes individual rewards
Bay AT€a .ovieeceiirereeennnns 800 161 20 at rates reaching 91 per cent,
General ...o.ooooooteeeeeeeeees 15 101 i whereas in totalitarian Russia
. . the maximum income tax
; jraté is- 13 per cent’” (N.Y.
1 316100 H*"' 20 2 N World Tetegram, May 13)

Unemployment and the New

By Murry Weiss

Unemployment dropped in
April by 735,000 to a total of
3.627.000 — the lowest month
since December 1957, according
to figures released May 11 by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
The peak of unemployment dur-
ing this third, and worsi, post-
World War II recession was
June 1958 when the government
admitted that 5,437, 000 wete job-
less,

From mid-March to mld-Aprll,
employment rose by 1,184,000 to
65,012,000 compared to the all-
time high of 67,221,000 in July
1957. (An increase in total em-
ploymert without a correspond-
‘ing drop ifiv unemployment is
explained by the growth of the
labor-force, amounting to some
one million yearly.)

A decrease in “hidden unem-
ployment” is revealed by new
figures on the average work-
week. In April the average
work-week nationally rose to
490.3 hours, which is two hours
more than a year ago. This
would indicate that there has
been some increase in overtime
but also a. drop in part-time
work.

The figures also show thai
while unemployment has de-
‘clined; the number of jobless go-
ing back to work lags consider-
ably behind the increases in
production, remaining close fo a
million greater than in Apnl/
1957.

The absorption of a large num-
ber of unemployed back into
production highlights the pic-

‘ture of an economic upturn that

¢ been under way for the last
year. Basing itself on the results
of the upturn in the first quarter
of 1959, the First National City
Bank’s Monthly Letter for May
declares, “Recovery. is now an
accomplished fact.”

The First National City Bank
speaks from the vantage point
of being eighth on the list of 96
companies with total assets of
onhe billion dollars or more. (Its
reported assets for 1958: $7,926,-
000,000.) And it must be said that
according to capitalist standards
there is much evidence to sup-
port the view that the recession
of 1957-58 has run its course —
like its predecessors, the reces-
sions of 1953-55 and 1948-51.

The evidence cited by the
Mcnthly Letter shows not only
the return to prerecession levels
in/many important economic ac-
tivities; it shows gains surpass-
ing some of the old peaks. Thus
theLetter infers that the upturn
rray provide a new impetus to
the overall boom, a boom that
has been sustained by arma-
ments spending and war prepar-
ations despite the three reces-
sions since the end of the severe
reconversion crisis following
World War II.

"HEDGE-BUYING”

In March, the industrial pro-
duction index of the Federal Re-
serve Board reached a new high
of 147, The prerecession peak
was 146. It is generally admit-
ted by the capitalist economic
experts that the feverish “hedge-
buying” of steel in anticipation
of a strike or lockout has con-
tributed heavily to this new
high. But stepped-up production
rates in auto, as well as pro-
ducers’ durable goods and con-
struction material are addition-
al major factors.

At the center of the economic
picture of new peaks in indus-
trial production, gross national
product, personal income, retail
sales and construction; is the
record-breaking profit-take in
the first quarter of 1959. Even
the most conservative figures
show that profits — net income
after taxes — rose 46% in’the
first quarter of 1959 compared
to the first: quarter of 1958. And
despite the recession, 1958 profits
of $11.9 billion were higher than
the boom years of 1955 and 1956
and only slighitly lower than the
$12 billion profits in 1957,

Against this profit background
a new wave of capital invest-
ment is to be expécted. A survey
taken by McGraw-Hill in March
indicates that seven per cent
more will be spent on new plant
and equipment this year than
in 1958. The First National City
Bank Monthly Letter comments:
“Businessmen have raised their
sights since last October when a
similar survey reported they an-
ticipated virtually no increase in
capital spending in 1959.”

The official announcement of
a drop in unemployment was
accompanied by a round of ex-
pressions of jubilation by cap-
italist spokesmen. They were
not jubilant about the fact that
some of the unemployed had re-
gained a means of livelihood.
They were gleeful at getting
hold of at least the simulacrum
of an ‘argument to show that
after all the capitalist system is
as sound as the good old dollar
as long as you don’t tinker with
it too much.

A reporter asked Republican
House leader Charles A. Halleck
if  President Eisenhower was
“elated” over the rise in total
eraployment and the drop in un-
employment, Halleck replied,

| establish

‘Growing

“Sure.”

What ’s the Joke? .

United Steelworkers

same direction,

‘President

David J. ‘McDonald
beamed bhappily with U.S. Steel Corporation head Clifford
Hook .during 1956 contract negotiations. The Steelworkers .
have been compelled to take sirike action to win each post-
war contract renewal, Present negotiations appear headed in

'

'Eisenhower’s press secretary
Haggerty, according to AP, “in-
terrupted to suggest that ‘elated’
was . the wrong word because
more than three million persons
were still out of work.” But the
entire "crew of administration
spokesmen and the Republican
press sang out on the triymphant
theme that the figures prove
that the administration followed

.followed the correct economic

policy.

‘Editorial opinion in major cap-
italist papers hit this note hard.
The New York Times May 12:
“This extraordinary two-month
récovery . . . should strengthen
the hand of the President enor-
mously in the firm stand he has
taken for a balanced budget and

against excess spending in the
months ahead.”

The Wall Street Journal May |-

13: “The sharp drop in unem-
ployment reported this week
ought to teach some  lessons
about the way our ecohomy
works . . . Fears of permanent
high unemployment are not be-
ing borne out. And that means
the people who have been de-
msnding extensive and expen-
sive Federal intervention as a
cure for unemployment are mis-
taken.”

The Wall Street Journal was
emboldened to hint at 4,000,000
as “‘normal unemployment.” And
the First National City Bank
Monthly Letter said: “Actually,
the problem of unemployment

‘less

is less than it might at first ap-
pear. A figure of 3 million or
indicates a condition of

business . boom and of Ilabor

1shortages in some argas and oc-

cupations.”

What these commentis add up
to is the following: That the
Government is to be cheered for

{decing nothing to alleviate ihe

plight of the unemployed during
the last two years, just as it was|
cheered for doing nothing during
the two previous recessions; and
that now that there is a down-
ward fluctuation ih'the number
of unemployéd lét's sweéb the
problem of the remaining mil-
licns out of sight and let the
workings of the free enterprise
system continué to produce mir-
acles,

This  old-fashioned capxtahst
philosophy is no longer readily
accepted among the working
people. On the contrary it is
more vigorously challenged than
ever, particularly ,on the basis
of the experience of the 1957-58
recession.

What is normal unemploy-
ment? Are periodic economic
busts that bring periodic unem-
ployment to practically every
American worker inherent in
the very nature of man’s des-

tiny — a sort of blight that man

must live with because of some
“natural law”? These.are ques-
tions that are being hotly de-
bated.

The fact.is that the capitalist
propagandists have been on the
defensive during this last re-
cession. The arguments about
the normalcy of depressions, re-
¢essions and unemployment
sounded hackneyed even to
them. It is true that these eco-
nomic plagues are normal to
capitalism. But working people
begin to ask: Is capitalism itself
normal? :

A “normal” amount of un-
employment during boom :per-
iods is essential to the capitalist
svstem, a product of its most
basic laws of development. Can
the capitalist ruling class there-
fore continue to maintain such

British Socialists Stand Firm
Against Right Wing Witch-Hunt

As a preview of bigger things
to come, the May Day issue
of the Newsletter, weekly paper
of the British Socialist Labour
League, appeared in an atirac-

tive-new tabloid format. The ed-

itors are aiming to make the
new format permanent and to
expand the paper's size.

Filled with lively, on-the-
spot news of union struggles
and labor political develop-
ments, the .paper reflects a
movement that is beginning to
significant influence
among militant British workers.
rank-and-file support
for the Newsletter and Socialist
Labour League is being won in
the face of a.drive by the right-
wing Labour Party leadership
to proscribe the paper and expel
supporters of the SLL.

Edited by Peter Fryer, the
Newsletter was first published
May 10, 1957 as a news and
analysis service for . socialists.
Fryer had been a top reporter
for the London Daily Worker.
He resigned during the Hun-
garian workers revolution when
his dispatches from Budapest
were suppressed in order to con-
ceal the progressive character
of the uprising. He was later
expelled  from the Communist
Party.

The Newsletter played a key
role in the regroupment of rev-
olutionary - socialists in Britain
and its editorial board was ex-
panded. On Feb. 28 it became
the voice of the newly organized
SLL, with Fryer continuing as
editor. The new organization,
which will open its founding

national conference May 186, is

dedicated to winning the ranks
of the Labour Party to a rev-
olutionary socialist program.
This policy stand brought on
the witch-hunt by the party
tops.

The May Day manifesto of
the group calls for militant
class struggle against British
capitalism and the building of

- leadership. It declares:

a world-wide revolutionary
“A new
world communist movement,
pledged to do away with capit-
alism, to defend the Soviet
Union against imperialism and
to support the Soviet workers’
struggle for socialist democracy,
will bring to fruition the social-
ist revolution that began in
October 1917.”

Replying to the red- baltlng
attack; the manifesto says: “Be-

cause we are Marxists we are
also Trotskyists. Trotskyism and |

Marxism are one and the same.
We are followers of Lenin and
Trotsky, the giants of revolu-
tienary thought and practice,
who rescued Marxism from dis-
tortion and. who showed the
working class how to fight and
destroy capitalist society and
how to take power into their
own hands.”

The lead story in the May
Day issue is about a 17-year-old
student who suffered a nervous
collapse after becoming the butt
of a witch-hunt campaign in
the capitalist press. Sensational
headlines blared the story of
the boy’s resignation from the
Labour Party after he had been

‘cross-examined about bringing

two other students to a SLL
meeting. “Trotsky Goes to
School,” “Sixth. Form ‘Trotsky’
Gives up Politics” and “ ‘Trot-
sky’ Boy Quits Politics,” were
some of the headlines.

“FATHERLY"” ADVICE

Also released to the press was
the text of a “fatherly” letter
from Morgan Phillips, getieral
secretary of the Labour Party.
Urging the youth to recotisidet
his resighation;” PRillips wrote:
“I know how yodu feel. Becaiise
we in London have proscribed
the Trotskyist Newsletter, it
does not mean you cannot read
it. We are not the intolerant
people some say we are.”

Then really letting his hair
down, Ph:lllps confided that his
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own son and daughter had en-
gaged in “rebel” activity,. "Be
tween .ourselves, David,”,
wrote, “I have a sneaking feel-
ing my own son has read Trot-
skyist propaganda tbo. He is
literature secretary of the Cam-
bridge University Labour Club
and they have had the editor of
the Trotiskyist publication speak-
ing there recently.”

The right-wing leader then
describes how, unknown to him;
his daughter -held meetings in
his own home of a Youth Lea-
gue group so “rebellious” that
it had to be kicked out of the
Labour Party.

An indication of the kind of

growth the Marxist group is||

enjoying is found in a speécial
feature, “Why We Support the

Socialist Labour League.” A.

member of the editorial board
of the Minef, a rahk-and-file
publication in the miners union,
says,
tion it is the only force in the

Labour movement that can lead |
the workers in the fight against |

the ruling .class. At my pit we
have gained eight members. This
is only the start.”

A boilerinaker adds that the
SLL program provides “an al-
ternative militant policy to that
of the right-wing leaders.”

A Birmingham student says a
large numpber of young people
are already looking to the SLIL
for leadership and that it is
“uniting students and teachers,
clerks and industrial workers
in the fight for reall socialist
policies in the labour move-
ment.”

Published weekly, the News-

‘letter is available in the Uhited

States at six months for $3 and
one year for $5. To :facilitate
orders; subscriptions c¢an be
sent care of the Militant Busi-
ness - Office, 116 University
Place; New York 3. N.Y.

€~

“As a Marxist organiza- |

an unemployed army to.act as
a pressure on wages and.as a
source of fresh labor power
when expanding capital needs
it? That depends on what they
can get away with. And what
they can get away W1th is not
determined by some mysterlous
eternal laws, but on the views
and mood of the workiing class
masses and their ‘capla‘city to
struggle. i

The twelve-hour day used to
bz normal and an eternjal law of
‘human nature, accOrdmg to the
capitalists. But it becamie utterly
intolerable; and had toibé ban-
ned by law when the class strug-
gle produced an overwhelming
will among the workers'to strug.
gle agamst it.

It is .important to no‘te that
the highest point of the strug-
gle of the labor movement on
beHalf of the needs of the unem-
ployed came long after the rul-
ing class and its administration
regarded the recessionias “over.”

New York Times economic
writer Edwin L, Dale said Oc-
{ober 19, 1958, “The frustrated
Republicans can claim with jus-
tice that the ‘recession isiover’ in
the sense that the ecomomy is
moving solidly upward and will
continue to do so.” He sa§1d how-
ever, that a survey by the Times

of the mood of voters| around

the country revealed that “the
memory of the slump,) plus a
continued level of unemploy-
ment much larger than/ normal,
are the important things in thek
pohtlcal context.” ;

How: important was shown a
month later when the_ Republi-
cans suffered a stunning defeat
in the national electmns

A few months later, when the
economic upturn (in terms of
production index, corporation

earning etc.) was in full swing,

the unemployed and militant
unionists mounted such pressure
that even the conservative labor
officials were prompted to talk
of a march on Washington, ac-
tually called a conference and
poured the heat on the govern-
meént (including the Democrats
they had helped put in office) to
take action to  -end unemploy-
ment and provide immediate re-
lief to the jobless.

Thus the standards of what is
an upturn and what is not; what
is normal and what is not, what
¢an be swept aside with a féw
cliches and what cannot — all
depend on what consclousness
there .is among the mass of
working people.
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For Negro Self-Defbhse

We 'sociahsts are. one hundred per
cent in favor of the right of self-defense
for Negroes and all persecuted miinorities
agaiiist lynch mobs, rapists, KKK terrot-
ists and'the organized vibdlence by which
the whijte-supremacist dlctatorshlp rules
the. South.

. Self-defense against criminal violence
is in the American tradition. You don’t
need to go back to 1776 to establish that.
It is a living tradition visible in every
picket line that a union sets up to defend
itself -against scabs.,

' The Negro people today are in a fight

for their very right to live as free men.
Their leaders have concentrated on strug-
gles in the courts and they have won
some great and encouraging legal victories
there. - ,
" But the white supremacists are paying
little attention to the courts. They think
they can bludgeon the Negro people back
‘ihto suprnission.

Negroes, howevet, are in no mood to
submit; to the racists. That is why the
lynching of Maek Charles Parker in Pop-
larville, Miss., and the rape of a Negro
co-ed at Tallahassee touched off & great
surge of resentmernt and determlnatlon to
. fight back.

.. * The question is how to do this most
effectively. Proposals and slogans are
seething in the Negro community. (See
lead story on page one.)-
. The President of the NAACP in Mon-
- roe, N.C., after seeing the racist-minded
courts in his area condone violence by a
white hooligan against a Negro woman
while handing out a savage jail sentence
to an ailing Negro man, cried out that
Negroes must defend themselves even if
it means “meeting violence with violence,”
that they “should be willing to die and
kill if necessary” to protect themselves;
and “if it is necessary to stop lynching
with lynching, then we must be willing
to resort to that method.”

Williams clarified, and, we believe,
strengthened his declaration considerably
when he explained that he.was calling for
/self-deferise and not unprovoked violence.
Despite the fact that Roy Wilkins of the
NAACP hastily suspended Williams.from
office, the great majority ofthé . “Negro
community - responded warmly to the in-
tent and substance of Williams’ statement
afid understood it exactly as he himself
mieant it and as he has since explained it.

We think that the New York Age put
it just right when it said May 16, “Few
will' deny that Mr. Williams spoke the

feelings of the overwhelmmg thajority of
American Negroes. Whether Mr. Wilkins
likes it or not, a whole 1ot of Negroes are

beginning to get rather tired of being |

killed; raped, and blown apart with the
courts doing nothing about it. At the same
time, we’re unalterably ' convinced that
Mr. Williams did not tean for Negroes to
organize themselves and go marching on
some white folks’ Home . . . We do think,
however, that Mr. Williams is urging
Negroes to defend themselves in their
homies or in the streets whenever they are

 attacked.”

While the Negro movement dlscusses
its policies and considers the various pro-
posals for action before it, we strongly
urge study of the lessons Jearned by mil-
itant union drganizers, both Negro and

‘white, in the labor movement.

In the face of -capitalist-controlled
courts, company-bought politicians, hired
gunmen, stool pigeons and scabs, fighting
uhionists since the dawn of the labor
movement have had to rely on their own
power to defend themselves and their or-
ganizations. This part of labor history
contains the most instructive lessons about
flying squadrons; defense guards for union

~ halls, emergency kitchens, first-aid - hospi-

tals .and union communication systems.
Union organizers learried how to mobilize
swiftly with maximum numbers at the
point of enemy attack. They learned the
value of mass demonstrations, marches to
the state~capitol, allznight vigils and care-
ful reconnoitering of enemy positions.

It was such knowledge and its prac-
tical application that finally brought
unionism into the worst open-shop centers
of America.

‘We would also urge that the Negro
people use one of the most powerful lev-
ers they possess — their position as an
integral part of the American labor move-
ment— to bring the power of the unions
to bear in this question. It is true that the
officials of the AFL-CIO are sitting back
complacently while the Negro people are
under attack, but they are subject. to
pressure from the .rank and.file if it is
propeﬂy organized.

Finally, we would urge an end to any
confidenee in the Deémocratic-Republican
coalition that monopolizes the power of
government.

If labor and the Negro people use
their joint economic and political strength
to forge a Negro-Labor alliance and or-

ganize a labor party, the racist forces will

be routed in short order. -

Square Table or Round?

There are many aspects ofs unreality
in the eurrent Geneva “Big Four” parley.
While humanity faces the possibility of a
world nuclear war, heads of governmetit
debate whether conference delegates
should be seated ‘at a square table or a
round one. While atomic test fallout con-
taminates the earth’s atmosphere, test-ban
discussions proceed in slow motion and
grandiose plans are debated about “con-
trol” of outer space. ‘

But the most utterly unreal aspeet of

the gathering at Geneva is the absence of

one of the world’s top-rankihg powers —
the Peoples Republic of China. The ab-

sence is based primarily on U.S. insisténce

that China simply doesn’t exist.

The fantasy of this posture has reach-

ed the point ‘wheére even some Ameriean
politicians are beginning to ask that U.S.

- foreign policy on this question come down

to earth. i
In a May 3 television appearance Rep.
Chet Holifield (D.-Calif.) pointed out that

it is meaningless to consider an enforce-

able nuclear test ban unless China is in-

cluded in the agreement and that this
must be considered even though it leads
to recognition of China.

_“If the difference between having a
huclear war and not having one” pivots
around recognition of China, Holifield
said; then he is for recognition. He added
that he could not understand why the
question of China’s participation in a test-
ban a‘gree‘r'nent was being ignored at
Geneva.

It is high tlme that the American peo-
ple compelled Washington to aceept real-
ity by officially recognizing the ten-year-

old government of the Chinese people..

Outlook for Latin America

Luis Corvalan, secretary geﬁeral of
the Chilean Communist Party, said in a
1\;/Ineech to the party’s Central Committee
May 10, that Fidel Castro and his move-
mient in Cuba are the best example of the
#progressive bourgeoisie.” According to
the N.Y. Times May 11, he declared, “We
must march with the bourgeoisie, and
‘Cuba is the example.”

The cold-war propaganda machine
has picked up this statement to warh of
an “intensified effort by international
Communism to undermine the unity of
the Western Hemisphere.” By the unity
of the hemisphere they mean, of course,
its unchallenged subservience to Wall
Street.

* _ But there is another side to this ques—
‘tion. It conceérns those who are fighting
for the victory of the revolutions against

Wall Street rule. To them, Corvalan’s ap-.

‘praisal of Castro represents a dangerous
trap. The 'socialist movement must of
‘course support every step that capitalists
and middle-class people in countries like
‘Cuba take against imperialism. But the
course that Corvalan outlines would re-
sult in leavmg the masses unprepared
‘whenever the “progressive” capitalists de-
‘cided to make a‘deal with Wall Street and

sotight to crush. the workers’ movement.
Corvalan made his speech upon return-
ing from a recent visit to China. That
country’s revolution certainly does not
validate marching with the “progressive
natlonal bourgeoisie.” There was a time
when the Chinese Communist Party lead-
ers so. characterized Chiang Kai-shek’s
party, the Kuomintang, which in 1925-27
stood at the head of China’s national in-
dependence struggle. The CP subordin-
ated the working-class and peasant move-
ment to Chiang Kai-shek and lauded -him
as a dependable nationalist leader. In
1927, Chiang made a deal with British and

U.S. imperialism and turhed his troops|

against the Communist-influenced work-
ing-class in Shanghai. In the blood-bath,
40,000 workers were slaughtered.

- China’s revolution against imperialism
finally won out in 1949, when the CP-led
armies crushed Chiang Kai-shek’s forces
and drove the erstwhile “progressive bour-
geoisie” off the mainland. In the ensuing
years, China abolished capitalist property
relations altogether and instituted nation-
al ownership and planning. This is the
éourse Latin America’s revolution against
Wall Street will also have to take if it 1s
to triumph.

/

L ol

"You're right. We could lose our shlrfs gamblmg on an aqreemenf wiﬂi

the Russians!"

Penalized for Questioning Line
That Led to French CP Defeat

Prominent intellectuals in the
French Communist Party have
demanded re-examination of the
policies of that organization
which helped pave the way for
the victory of the Bonapartist
Gen. de Gaulle, according io a
New York publication.

The CP group of students and
professors at the famed Sorbonne
University in Paris circulated
a document calling for a pdrty-
wide discussion of the reasons
for the defeat of the campaign
against the new De Gaullist con-
stitufion and for the heavy losses
suffered by the Communist Party
in the December elections to the
National Assembly. The docu-
ment, which also called for an
end to bureaucracy in the party,
was answered by CP leaders
with disciplinary action against
the group.

This is reported in the Febru-
aty-March issue of Unser Tsait,
a Yiddish -language cultural
magazine published in New
York. Abram Schulman, " a
French correspondent of Unser
Tsait, quotes the document as
follows:

“The defeat suffered by the
CP is 6ne of the worst yet sus-
tdined “ by the workers move-
ment. It would be criminal to
hide or minimize this defeat.
The ' Sorbonne fraction holds
that it is necessatry to break with
the blind optimism . . . of the
party leadership. We contend
that criticism and self-criticism
need not be limited to the mem-
bership but should also extend
to the leadership.

“In the feverish days of last
May [1958] when the Pflimlin
government was getting ready to

capitulate to the Algerian ‘mili-
[ "|ism and chauvinism.

... N.Y. Strike

{Continued from Page 1)

Set up the trays. Collect them,
scrape and wash them.

“And then they hit you with
overtime. I work six o’clock to
three and then they tell me to
work until six or seven. Time
and a half — they never heard
of it. Five dollars extra, no mat-
ter how many hours you put in.
I figure I've been averaging 46
or 47 Hours a week. How do I
manage on the money? I don’t!
If I did I wouldn’t be on strike.”

A gray-haired woman chimed
in:
promised a raise every six
months. In three years I've got-
ten three raises, but that in-
cludes a promotion from the in-
formation desk to doing census
work ih the admitting office. I
started at $40 a week. Now I do
admitting work and all kinds
of extra jobs and I'm getting $50.
Dc you know what that is in
take-home pay? Dont take my
word for it. Look at this slip,
my last one, $81.85 for two
vseeks. And T pay $51.86 rent.

“Talk about dictators in Eur-
ope. You've got them right in
this - hospital. I was out two
days with bronchitis just before
the strike and came back still
sick: Before I got to my desk
the supervisor calls me in. ‘Are
you with the union or the hos-

pital? If you’re not with the hos-

pital you might as well go back
home.” She said I had to give
her a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer, I said
I had to think it over.”

A teen-age girl grabbed me by
the arm. “See that old lady go-
ing across the street? She’s a
grandmother, maybe in her six-
ties. Last week she was all
dressed to go home at three
o'clock and they told her, ‘Either
work overtime or turn in your
keys.’ They don’t care about
anyone.”

“We're all staying out,” said
an older woman, We'll do the
best we can. We have hopes. We
have to stay out, We're all fired,

you know. If we don't win we've’

‘got nothing.”

“When I was hired they

tarists énd open the road to De
Gaulle, the CP leadership held

that there were reasons to form |

a bloc in the struggle against the
insurgent ‘ultras’ in Algeria and
to block De Gaulle. The defeat
in the referendum followed. The
leadership thereby showed com-
plete blindness and 1ncapac1ty
1o see reahty

“These were not chance faxl-
ures. For a long time the leader-
ship has lacked ability to ana-
lyze facis and draw correct con-

cluions. Instead of assessing the

situation, they repeat ready-
made, worn-out formulas and
optimistic slogans. This ostrich
pelicy, the systematic closing of
orie’s eyes when danger is near
or when there are defeats, will
finally léad us io catastrophe.
We therefore hold that ... there
must be a complete overhauling
of party policies.

“We cannot agree with the re-
port of the Central Committee
which once again justifies the
party ‘line’ Our fraction re-
quests the party leadership to
open throughout all layers of
the party a wide and more free
discussion of the reasons for the
present dark situation and, if it
is necessary, rebuild the party.
We offer the following comments
on the ‘tactics followed up to
new: )

“The leadershlp committed
grave mistakes on the questions
of colonialism and Algeria. They
have not grasped the import- of
the immense pgstwar movement
for freedom among the African
peoples. They have not taken
the lead in relation to this move-
ment .and have permitted the

majority of the French masses]|

to be permeated with colonial-

CRITICIZE MOLLET
SUPPORT

“Furthermore the party made
a great mistake when it support-
ed the government of Guy Mol-
let after his betrayal in Algeria.
We hold that the party is con-
stantly committing major errors
on the question of labor unity
with other organizations and

roups.

" “The non-Communist workers
don’t trust our party because it
does not stand up for democratic
rights. Our leadership did not
want to speak out clearly abou
the Twentieth Congress in Mos-
cow, nor about the events in
Poland and Hungary. They nev-
er spoke out clearly about the
crimes committed at one period
in the Soviet Union. The Party-
leadership never acknowledged
that there is a specific and par-
ticular path toward Communism
in France. All this repulsed the
great non-Communist mass from
us.

“All these mistakes flow from
a fundamental fault of the party

— that we lack a Marxist analy-
sis of the French situation. .. . .
The leadership is still guided by
the outmoded theory of ‘absolute
pauperization’ and has no pro-
gram for economic gains on the
rcad to socialism. This dogmat-
ism has cut us off from the
masses.

“The main reason for all of
this is that we have no freedom
of discussion or true political
democracy. We therefore request
the immediate institution of a
wide and free discussion of all
these questions.”,

The document was widely cir-
culated in the party, finally
bringing action from the leader-
ship. The action was somewhat
limited, the correspondent notes,
as compdred to the old days
when -the entire fraction might
have been summarily expelled.

-Such an act today, he said,
might have aroused thousands
in the party who feel the same
doubts about party  policy.
Further, he adds, the Sorbonne
group is regarded as the out-

standing intellectual sector of

the CP andpl,ts loss would be a
serious blow to'party prestige.

~ The Central Committee there-
fore -imposed “mild” ‘sanctions.
The behavior of the.group was
stamped as ‘“anti-revolutionary”
and the secretary of the fraction
was suspended for six months.
The section leadership was. or-
dered to reorganize the Sorbonne
unit to “better carry out its
Communist tasks.” At the same
time the Central Committee ex-
pressed regret that there had
béen no discussion of an earlier
cammunication- from the Sor-
bonne unit.

" “It is obvious,”
writes, “that some members of
the CC fear that the rebellion of
the intellectuals may create a
storm generally and that it
might reflect itself in the other
commumft ‘movements,”

S

Schulman“ i

TRUMBULL PARK by Fraiik
London Brown. Henry Reg-
nery Co.; Chicago. 1959; 432
pp: $3.95.

Frank London Brown has
written' a powertul testimonial,
in the forin of a novel, against
the racial terror that gripped
Trambull Park housing project
in Chicago’s southside when
Negro families begah moving in.
An early Negro resident at
Trumbull, Frank Brown tells
the story as a participant in the
daily struggle' to survive and
win.

“Atrthur and Mona Davis
(Bfown uses pséudonyins) were
the first to move into Trumbull
Park in the' sumrmer of 1953.
A few: days later an organized
reign. of terror commenced and
continued for well over a year.
They siiffeted alone for almost
three - mohths - before ' other
Negro families were admitted
to. the projeet. These families
moved into Trumbull . despite
the fact that the Davis: family’s
plight had made world. head-
lines.

The story centers around one
of the families — Louis “Buggy”
Martin;' his . wife Helen and
their two children, with another
on the way. They, like all the
rest, were running away from
the slums, from the horror and
stink of rotten, old tenements,
from the rats, roaches and bed-
bugs. Trumbull Park was their
hope for a better life.

Reading “Trumbull Park” I
shared the Horfor of the bombs
— which tore at the very heart
and soul of the victims, the ter-
ror of little children exposed to
flying bricks, broken windows
and snakes put through the
mail slot.

Such things were instigated
among white people. at Trum-
bull by the “big fellows” in the
South Deéring Imiprovemetit
Association, an organization
composeéd of property owners.
In a simple, pmgnant style

ki

Fiahk Brown tells the bittér
story of the Negro tenants. who
were uniprepared to confront the
rdcists. o theit own ground.
He tells of their enforced isola=

‘tion and the constant insults.to

which they were subjected
They were forced to use patrol ,
in order to leave or - -

wagons
enter the project in safety
While apparently “protectmg

them, the police were openly
defendmg the white mob:
“Goddamitt! — now them nig-
gers got ’em throwing. bricks
at us!”

“Buggy”’ Martm and - his .
neighbors supported a mass
picket line at City Hall called
by . the Negro Businessmen’s
Society to pressure the Mayer
to “Enforce The Law In Tt
bull!” “Wé&ré not altogether'y,
alonié, aré we?” askéd “Buggy”™

of Terty Watson.

The mixed feehngs of fear
and indignation felt by all the
Negro tenants proved to0 mtich
for some. A crisis was reached__
when a mob tried to prevent
one of the Negro mothers, abotit
to give bir th, from being carried
to an ambulance. A proposal;\
was made at the next meetifg
of the Negro Tensnts grotp
that they all move out of the
project togéther. “Buggy” Mar=
tin fought against this proposalf
and won:

“I'm ecrusading for a deceit
place to live,” he said, “some
place away from that alley that
I lived in down on 57th. I'th
not goinhg back there, and I
don’t want to see any of you go
back from wherever you canmie
from. Yes, 'm- a crusdder! And
this is ne place for anybody
who ain’t one.’

Through this intimately hi--
man story a vividly objectite
picture emerges of the general
struggle of the Negro people
for first-class citizenship. ~

Thanks to Frank Brown  for
his account of the “war of at-
trition” in Trumbull Park.
-—-Lllhan Klézel

Ilemllmes in Other lamls

Uncever Murder

Of 11 Prisoners

In British Colony

A fresh horror in the “free”
world was' revealed last week
when British Colonial Secretary
Alan = Lennox-Boyd said that
the Kenya government is con-
sidering whether or not it
should
over the fatal beatings of 11
African political prisoners.

The Colonial Secretary told
the House of Commons May 7
that a coroner had found that
“entirely unjustified and illegal”
beating of prisoners by guards
had occurred at the Hola De-
tention Camp.

Last March 4, off1c1als of the
British-ruled East African
colony - said that the men had
died after drinking water. But
a post mortem showed injuries
due to violence.”

The Manchester Guardian said
the findings were “horrifying to
read;,” and suggested that more
than a “plomlse” is needed if a
full inquiry is to be obtained.

Hola is one of four concen-
tration camps maintairied by the
British for Africans seeking
freedom flom their imperialist
rule,

How Tifo Escaped
“Stalin's Knife"

In an interview: published
May 2 Marshal Tito: said that

he knew of at least a hundred{:

leading Yugoslav Communists
who died in Stalin’s purges

during the thirties. He said that |

his stay in the Soviet Union in
those days was- “the grimmest
time of my life.”

“I only read,” the Yugoslav
leader said.
sions because the NKVD tapped
all télephone: conversations. Per-
haps this attitude kept me from
coming under Stalin’s knife:”

Tito said nothing about the

followers of Trotsky who were
purged at the tirne under the
false charge that they were
agents of Hitler.,

Continue Seizures
Of Land in Cuba

Cuban land owners were re:
ported May 10 to be feeling
“»great concérn” over “illegal
oécupation”
landless farmers:;

What worried them especially
is that 1local authorities are
“closing their eyes to tHese il-
legal seizures.”

Castro has stated that 111ega1r

seizures will. not be tolerated
and that land can ‘be turned
over to tenants and squatters
only under provisions of the
idgrarian reform law. A measure
approved by the Castro govern-

institute prosecutions’

“I, avoided discus-,

of plantatlons by

‘| ment specifically prohibits occu-

has been occurring.
In Oriente provmce some’ of

have enjoyed the protection of
revolutionary forces.

Census in USSR’
Shows Decimation
Due t6 Invasion

The Central Statistical Board

Union Jan. 15, the first since
|Jan. 17, 1939, Total population
‘was placed at 208,800,000. Cur-
rent population of the U.S. is
estimated at 176,000,000.

The decimation suffered in
the German 1mperlahst invasion
is indicated in wvarious ways.

The 'population gain in 20
years was only 18,000,000 and
this includes 20, 000 000 people
brought into the Soviet Union
since 1939 through the extension
of boundaries. - The United
States increase in population in
the same two decades was” 45,-
000,000,

There are 114800 000 women
and 94, 000,000 ‘men in the So-
| viet Unon; giving a populatlon
of 55% women and 45% men.
In 1939 the figures were 52%
| women and 48% men. The cur-
rent dlsparlty in sexes exists in
the older age brackets which
were affected by the war Be-
low. the age of 32, there is a
balanice . between nien and wo-
men

Aniong the larger cities Len-
ingrad, which suffered acutely
in the war, still has a srnaller
population thdn in 1939, the
figuirés being 2,888,000 compared
with 3,015,000,

The rapid industrialization of
the Soviet Union is indicated
by an incréase of the urban
population from, 32% of the
totdl to 48%.

While the ‘population as a
whole “increased 9.5%, the
Urals grew. by 32%, Western
Slberla by 24%, Eastern Siberia
by 34% and the Soviet Far Rast
by 70%. These are areas of
markedly mcreased industriali-
zation.

The population is growing at
an estimated rate of 3,000,000 a
year. The report claimed the
lowest death rate in the world
but gdave no figures on infant
mortality.

The ghastly toll in hurhan
lives which the Nazi invasion
cost the Soviet Union under-
lines once again the catastrophic
consequences of the policies of
the Stalinist bureaucracy which
helped pave Hitler’s rise to
power; and then, as' Khrushchev
‘émphasized at the Twentiéth
Congress; . undermined - Soviet
military defenses on the eve of
‘World War IIL

3

pation. of - plantatiohs. such as:

the’ seizures were reported to

released its report May 10 onj|
the census taken in the Soviet;

The losses also cast a reveal-
ing light oh why the Soviét
Union people fear another war
and why they would like to see
an immediate agreement on
ending the tests of nuclear wea-
pons. :

Landless Irish .
Try Out Ploughs

On Big Estate

Evidence of unrest among
landless Irish farmers; who
would like to see unused land
onh : large estates divided, up;
was reported in' the May 4
Manchester Guardian. .Follow-
ing “sevelal outbreaks of agita-
tion;”. a more serious 1nc1dent
occurred. :
A group entered a farm negr
Banagher in County Offaly,;
ploughed up some land and

planted it with wheat.

Then they drove away sotiis

cattle froin another farim: They

were met by police; who tried
to tdke the cattle away from
them. The raiders fought the’
police.

Later five of them were ar-
rested and taken to police bar-
racks at Banagher. While they
were being held; a rescue party’ -
attacked the barracks and suc-
ceeded in réleasing them

These men aré still at large
but police arrested six alleged
to belong to the rescue paity
and took them to Dublin. They
aré being held in° Mountjoy pri= -
soh pending trial. :

Did “Uprising”
Against Salazar .
Actually Occur?

An “attempted uprising’?
against the Salazar dictatorship
in Portugal last March was put
down by governmént forces,
Col. Arnaldo Schulz; Mlmster
of the Interior, announced May"
7. What really occurred rémain=
ed. obscure although
have "appeared from tirhe to
time ih recent months about
deepening unrest under the
brutal regime. 4

Schulz blamed the “uprising”
on “Communists” and said that .
22 civilians and nine service-
men, one of them a major, had
been arrested. Since the press
wds not perriitted to interview
the prisoners, their side of the
story remained unknown. Schulz
did .admit, under questioning,
that some of the prisoners pro-
tested, “perhaps sincerely,” that
they were not Communists.

General Delgado, opposition
candidate in the presidential _
eléction ‘last June, 'said from =
hi§ exile in Brazil that the
charge of a Communist plot
was rldlculous. :

reports .



Leﬂers from Our Readers

" What Techmque

Do You Ulse‘-‘

dnor'
. Hereafter please send -me 20
copies of the Militant each week.
I stop strangers on the street,
talk a little about the paper, ask
them if they would like a sample
copy. About half of them offer
. t0 pay for their copy.
{ .wish more socialists would
do the same. v
" How are others doing? I would
like to know, for maybe they
have ‘a better technique than
mine. | -
M. S.
Detroit

Dollars to Keep
Family Eating

- Aren't Inflationary

. Editor:

" * Since the steel negotiations
started this week the capitalist
propaganda mill has been work-
ing overtime to prove that the
United Steelworkers Union is
trying to ravage the country by
 its wage demands.

Everybody knows " that the
American worker has been liv-
1ng on borrowed time. And I
mean BORROWED! Most of us
belong to the finance company.
Steel workers are no different.

After each new contraet is

. signed the steel companies boost
steel prices even higher than the
increagse in wages, and have
nianaged to make the steel work-
ers look . bad by dumping the
blame in their lap.

The fact of the matter is that

- even if the workers take a wage

© eut this year steel prices could
go even higher. Why? Because

.. the steel companies get what|.

they can for their product re-
- gardless of what they pay in

. ‘wages.

-Wages were increased in the
last contract. But has the work-

€r been eating better? Are the

wife and children dressing bet-
“ter? Is the TV set paid for?

~The newspapers of the bosses
tell. us that wage increases are
the cause of inflation; that the
workers are cutting their own
throats - by asking for more
money. Let’s see who the cut-
throats are.

-“No'one can eat or wear guided |

r'nssﬂes and heavy cruisers, so
there is. more money in c1rcula-
~ tion than goods that Americans

can buy. That’s the big cause of

inflation today, despite what the
‘economics “experts” say. _

The. bosses bleed the worker
twice — by making a profit,on
him and by causing inflation in
preparing for war that can w1pe
us all out. )

I’ve noticed that it’s character-
istic of the rich that they always
cry poyerty. We know that their
profits have never been higher.
If steel workers are going to
keep their heads above water in
the next period, and if they are
to be compensated for the extra
sweat that's squeezed out of
them .in the. speed -up, then a
wage increase is on the order of
the-day. o

Higher wages only cut into
profits. The bosses consider their
profits untouchable. But any
worker worth his salt considers
his own living standard and that
of his fellow workers holier than
the profits of the steel giants.:

Let’s have more chow on the
table for the workers and fewer
trips to Jamaica for the coupon
clippers. ]
" L. Blair

New York

At ‘Ag(e of 84
Sces Socialism

Sure to Come

Editor:

After seventy. years in the
Iabor movement as a socialist, as
an IWW, as a Democrat — bat-
tling for old-age pensions and
unemployment compensation —
disillusioned with the Democrat-
ic Party, back to socialism, I can
only say in the words of William
' Ernest Henley:

In the fell clutch of circumstance
T have not winced nor cried
aloud.
Under:'the bludgeomngs of
chance
My head is bloody,. but
unbowed.

It matters not how strait the
gate,
How charged with- pumsh-
ments-the scroll,
I am the master of my fate;
I am the captain of my soul.

This I can say, that always in
.y battles with the police, with
popular opinion, preachers and
press, I have hewed to the line
of -class consciousness. Stood loy-
ally by my union and my ideol-
ogy and will die as T have lived,

fishting for a world of decency

have been a member

‘and co-operation where men and

women can live' together in
peace and be enabled to trust
cne another. '

Whether sleeping in box cars
or crummy jails, defying the
‘courts and police to do their
worst, always on thée soap box,
my conscience was clear and the
matter of betrayal never entered
my heart. B '

This I. had in common with
Eugene Victor Debs, Bill Hay-
wood,. Clarence Darrow and
Morris Budman, Matt Smith and
Scott Nearing, all great men, all
good men, all men with a belief
and a purpose. Just to know
them was a privilege. What a joy
to sit' in Theodore Debs’ office
in Terre Haute, Indiana, and
visit with that incomparable
peir, Ted and Gene Debs. Terre
Haute is famous only. bécause it
was the birthplace and home of
Débs.

‘Here I am 84 years old with a

Jlifetime of agitation behind me,

believing that some day man
will overthrow superstition .and
hypocrisy and emerge into the
sunlight of peace and common
brotherhood.
Paul Dennie ‘
Member Detroit Branch
Socialist Workers Party

Still Holds Opinion
That AFL-CIO

Can't Be Refofrmed

Editor:

In your issue of May 4, N. K.
disagrees with me on unions
being the main bulwark of cap-
italism. ‘He asks, “Why then do
they pass anti-union laws?”

Anti-union laws are likée anti-
lynching laws; they never go so
far as to stop_unions or, on the
other "hand, to stop lynching.
Capitalism needs both ev1ls to
control labor.

Lynching ‘is a repression of

{ Negroes through fear. The AFL-

CIO represses all races by fos-
tering ignorance of thé class
struggle.

I am eighty years old,. and I
of the
IWW, which was a real union:
Thkis wunion was destroyed by
the spies of capitalism. -

My experience is that the
AFL-CIO cannot be reformed. If
I had -a union card I would tear
it up and throw it at the fakers.
We  will never get “socialismy
through the AFL-CIO.: )

E. H.
New Jersey

Notes in the News

- MICHIGAN,

mel, for State Superintendent

struction, 2,589 votes; Evelyn Sell, - for Regent
of the University of Michigan, 3,229; Rita Shaw,
. for six-year term, Board of Governers, Wayne
. State University, 4,306 and Harriet Talan, four-
.year term, 2,820. Larry Dolinski, candidate for.
one of three Highland Park Board of Educar
+ tion posts, received 1,246 votes, over 10% of
_ the total. These were slightly h1gher than the
votes attributed to SWP candidates in last No-
vember’s election. In Minneapolis, William Cur-

. MINNESOTA SOCIALIST
VOTE — State officials reported the following
results for Socialist Workers Party candidates
in-the Michigan April 6 elections: Robert Him-

of Public In-

of prosperity:

some jobs for

ran, SWP-endorsed candidate for Mayor, ran

seventh in a field of ten, receiving 345 votes.
: : ® % *

A SOCIALIST MAVERICK — A new.
""monthly socialist tabloid has begun publication
in Chicago. Dedicated to the proposition that
< satire has a meaningful place in the fight
- against capitalism, the first issue features some
i lively jabs against the system as well as gen-
An mtroductory sub-’

. “‘eral. political material,
* séription of six months for $1

subscription for $2 may be ordered from Mav-
erlck Publication Company, 1553 West Madi-

: son, Chicago 7, Ill

* *

MILKING BOTH ENDS —

dairy processors advertises “milk from con-’
tented cows.” That may be true. But neither
farmers are contented over
prices. Farmers averagetl 10.9 cents a quart in

" econsumers nor

1957, virtually the same as in

sumers were paying an average of 24.2 cents_
a jump of 5.2 cents over the 19 cents they paid
; ten years earlier. The take of the dairy-product
. firms jumped from a not bad 8.1 cents a quart

" to a lucrative 13.3 cents a quart during the
‘decade. For. keeping stockholders contented,
there’s nothing like milking both ends. - -

- » L ] J

.. HONOR McCRACKIN — In a statement
issued April 29, the day of his'scheduled release
from a federal prison. camp, the Rev. Maurice

“A. McCrackin was honored by a statement
; signed by 734 persons. across the country ex--
: pressmg respect and admiration for -his coura-

geous adherence to his beliefs.

Crackin held that the bulk of tax money is
devoted to war preparations. He therefore de-
ducted 70% from his payments 'and sent it to
#“organizations working for peace.’
‘ber of years the government seized part of his
¢ funds in. bank accounts to make up the dif-
" ference. When he blocked this by closing out his "
) ‘railroaded him
.through court and into prison for six months.

- accounts, the government

* * *

BROTHERLY BIGOTRY — A young Los
Angeles student was compelled to resign as
- ‘elected, Mayor of a Brotherhood Camp spon-
sored by the Southern California Region of the
National - Conference of Chustians and Jews
and ‘her brother and sister also banned from
the camp. The action was taken by the Los
Angeles director "of the organization on the
- . sole grounds that their father was among nearly

*a hundred people subpoenaed

Un-American Activities Committee last month.
The Citizens Committee to Preserve American
. Freedoms, headed by Dorothy Marshall, »vigor-

found

or a 15-month

ously protested the victimization-of the children
in an April 23 letter to all local executive board
" members of the National Conference

® ® 0%

RISING CURVE OF JUNK — The Wall
Street- Journal notes a-sure sign. of the fulfill-
ment of Eisenhower’s forecast of a rising curve,

“Hartford’s incinerator superin-

tendent says rubbish collections in the Connecti-
cut city are running 200 tons a week over a
year ago, reflecting larger food ‘purchases and
greater replacement of old household goods. In
recession-ridden 1958, city junk collections fell
" more than 15,000 tons.”

That should make

Jobless junkmen.
* *

STAFF OF LIFE? — Are you watching
.your weight? And are you tempted to take an
extra slice of that fresh bread? Here’s an item
that might help you: Last February Atomic
Energy Commissibn health examiners picked
12 one-pound ‘loaves of white bread in a New
- York supermalket Just a routine check. They
it loaded with:-
Gamarekian of thé Washington Post and Times-

. Herald estimated from the report .that the
" bread “had a radioactive strontium 90 content
equal to four times the maximum ‘permissible’

strontium 90. Edward

limit.” Not so, said an AEC spokesman. It was
only two-thirds the maximum “permissible”

One of the big

1947. But con-

year.

named. that),

more than 30

The Rev. Mec-

> For a num-
. said book . .

and that “the

~ gobbledygook
Anglo-Saxon
soaring..

by the House

-AGAINST WHIPPING POST,
Boggs of Delaware vetoed a bill making public
lashing mandatory for convicted robpers. He
called -for abolition of'the whipping post .alto-
gether. The bill had been passed by an over-
whelming majority in the legislature, but the
governor said public reactipn was three to one
against the sadistic. measure.

limit. While they argue over how much is legal,
who knows how much -strontium 90 is in that
loaf on your table right now?

% * *

*

FACTS WE'D RATHER NOT KNOW —
About 259,200 tons of soot and ash fell on side-
walks, windowsills and rooftops in New York
City last year. And this was not the dirtiest
“On-the whole,”
Department of Air Pollution Control (it’s really

cheerfully reported the

“the air was less polluted last

year than at any tlme smce 1955.”

*

GOTTA KEEP SEX 'FROM THE PUBLIC
— “Lady Chatterly’s Lover,” although written

years ago, seems to have_ given

~ the Post. Office quite a hot shoe. The Department
% had barely recovered from the postcard r\apro-
duction of Goya’s “Naked Maja” when the pub-
lishers of Lawrence’s famous novel sent 24 par-
cels of an unexpurgated edition through ‘the
mails. The Fraud and Mailability Division didn’t
take long to flip through the pages to the four-
letter words. Due notice came to the publishers,
The official letter “alleges and avers” that “the
. is obscene, lewd, lascivious, in-
decent and filthy in content and character,”

dominant effect’ of the book ap-

_peals to prurient interest.” Being experts in
such matters, they should know. Literary cri-
tics, however, hold that the novel is an artistic
creation. While the authorities clucked in postal

Lawrence’s
sales,

over
wor ds,

handling of
naturally,  began

* * *
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(Continued from Page 1)
Negroes, crowded into the
courtroom’s Jim Crow gallery,
for directly after the men’s ar-
rest®the deputy sheriff told re-
portef's that all had admitted tc
kidnapping and raping the 19-
year-old-girl. Trial has been set
for May 27.

On the heels of the Poplar-
ville’ lynching and the Talla-
hassee X"ape case came the long-
delayed disposition of two cases

of assaults upon' Negro women |-

in Monroe, N.C., the town made

notorious when its court . sen-]

tenced two Negro boys aged
eight and nine to the reforma-

tory for being kissed by a sev-

en-year-old white girl.

In' the case of Mrs. Georgia
White, a hotel . maid, beaten
and kicked down a flight of

.stairs by a white guest, the

grand jury refused to hear wit-
nesses and simply dismissed the
In the case of Mrs.
Mary Reed, eight months preg-
nant, severely beaten in the
presence -of her children by a
white man in an attempted
rape,
despite the testimony of a white
woman witness. In the .same
session of court,’ a Negrb epil-
eptic was given the maxXimum
sentence for simple assault on
a. white female in a case in
which it is not unlikely the dc-
cused was undergoing a seizure.

STARTLES NATION

Linking these i“acist verdicts
to. the lynching in Mississippi
and - the rape. in Tallahassee,
Robert
F. Williams, declared that Ne-
groes must defend themselves
even if it means “meeting vio-
lence with violence if that is to
be the only. way we can obtain

justice.” Negroes, he said, should.

be “willing to. die” or “even to
kill if necessary” to protect
themselves, “If it is necessary
to stop lynching -with lynching,
then we must be willing to re-
sort to that method.” .

Williams’ angry outburst
startled the nation’s press. With-
in hours a telegram from Roy
Wilkins, national head of the
NAACP, was on the wires, sus-
pending Williams as President
of the Union County NAACP
branch.

Williams 1ephed that he had

not spoken in the name of the
NAACP but as an individual
and that Negroes in*the South
were justified in employing vio-
lent methods of self-defense if
violently attacked by racists.
Summoned to New Ydrk City
for a.trial by the NAACP na-
tional board within a few days,
Williams discovered that his
stand had -evoked widespread
support. Appearing with him at
a press conference on May 11

was Conrad Lynn, the attorney )

associated with him in the
Monroe children’s case.

Lynn pointed out that under
the NAACP constitution Wil-
king could not suspend a
NAACP branch president by
decree, that such action could
be taken only by the national
board and only 15 days after
piesentation of written chaiges
Wilkins thereupon postponed
the hearing to June 3.

In newspaper, radio and TV
interviews in New York Wil-
liams clarified or modified his
pos1tion which many people,

there was an acquittal |

Builders of the Future World

In the biggest denrorﬁ‘lstration ever held in Washington.'
26,000 youth, Negro and white marched Wwith banners de-
manding immediate school iniegration. Above is part of '
delegation from City College of New York, one of many
campus groups thai turned oui. Below, two of the youngest °
parficipanis wait for march to begin,

on the basis of the May 6 news
report from the South, had in-
terpreted as advocating the in-
itiation of violence or vengeance:
Williams - has since made it
clear that his position is solely
that of self-defense by Negroes,
individually or collective-
ly. This, he contends, is justi-
fied by U.S., as well as “moral
and natuial” law.

He also advocates that South—
ern Negroes use the right of
“citizen’s arrest” against racist
criminals. Citizen’s arrest, em-
bedded in the common law of
every state, allows private citi-
zens td arrest, using whatever
force is required, anyone in the
act of committing a crime, and,
in the case of felonies, of ‘any-
one they know to have commit-
ted a crime.

Williams’ statements have set

off a.great debaie among the-
.Negro rhasses, in their organi-
zatiohs and newspapers. While

some papers immediately back-
ed up Wilkins’ action against
the Carolina Negro leader, others
have backed Williams or crifi-
cized Wilkms for 1oo hasty ac-
tion.

An editorial in the: May 16
N.Y. Age, for example, states:
“Few will deny that Mr. Wil-
liams spoke the feellngs of the
overwhelming majority of
American Negroes. Whether Mr,
Wilkins likes it or not, a whole
lot of Negroes are beginning to

get rather tired of being killed,
raped, and blown apart with
the courts doing nothing about

{it. At the same tirhe, we're un-

alterably. convinced that Mr.

Williams did not mean for Ne-

gioes to organize themselves
and go marching ‘on some white
folks’ home . ., We do think,
however, that Mr. Williams is
urging ‘Negroes to defend them-
selves in their homes or in the
streets’ whenever they ' are  at-
tacked. God never meant- for
anybody to lay down and allow
thémselves to .be ' destroyed.
Don’t you know that if more

Negroes had defended themsel- |
ves, theré would be less lynch-.

ing today. Mack Charles Parker
might have been alive today if
the Negroes in -the Mississippi
jail that night had met Violence
with violence’ & ®

The influential N.Y. Amster-
dam News (May 16), used as its
headline ‘Williams’ words, “We
Must, Fight Back.” A box at the
top of the front page asks-each
reader: “Where Do You Stand?
Should Negroes, take Southern
brutality lying down or should
they become’ violent and fight
back? This is-the burning issue
on the streets of Harlem. Col-
umnist Lester Granger advo-
cates non-violence. ' Columnist

‘Earl Brown says, ‘The only way

to break the chains of one-way

death in Dixie is to kill when

attacked Where do you stand"”

(Continued from Page 1)
Party had distributed a leaflet

| outside the conference which ex-

posed this hoax in advance. It
reminded the delegates that in
January the Michigan AFL-CIO
had .come out for a law to pay
unemployment -
benefits to laid-off workers until
they find-a job; and had even
got some Democratic legislators
to agree to introduce the bill,
But at this point the Demo-
cratic Party, in the person.of

Gov. Williams, stepped in .and

said no. The Democratic legis-
lators then refused to introduce
the bill and, worse yet, the AFL.-
CIO dropped it as a. demand, not
even mentioning it at this con-
ference.

Of course the Democrats are
“sympathetic and understand-
ing‘” when the unions drop their
own demands and ask for noth-
ing that the Democrats are
against. Republicans probably
would be too.

After lunch, delegates filed
into the visitors gallery of the
state senate to watch its proceed-
ings. Some of them draped a 30-
foot banner along the\ railing.
Among other things it called for
the 30 hour week and unlimited
jokless compensation,

When sergeants-at-arms ap-
proached to demand its removal,
the pent-up dissdtisfaction and
frustration of' the delegates ex-
$loded. For two minutes they
roared in anger so loud that the

compensation |

sergeants were afraid to touch

‘the sign. “Leave it alone! Throw

them out!” Democratic Lt. Gov.

Jehn Swainson finally restored |

order, got the sign down and ad-
journed the session so the dele-
gates could talk to the sknators.

- The rank-and-file UAW leaflet
distributed at the conference
supported jobless compensation
for the duration . as ‘“the only

| proposal that: takes into:consid-

eration the plight of all the un-
employed.” Most of it was crit-
ical of the union leaders’ failure
to fight for a shorter work week.
It said: .

REALISTIC DEMANDS

“We'need a 30 hour week with
no cut in takehome pay.

(’The national AFL-CIO Coun-
cil* has declared in favor of a
35 hour week. We welcome the
Council’s action as a step in the

right direction and favor pass-

age of Senator McNamara’'s 35
hour bill which has already been
introduced in the Senate.

“It's not enough 1o say that we
favor the 35 hour week and then

let it get buried in a long list of

‘uliimate’ and ‘long range’ ob-
jectives, ,

“We must fight for ‘a shorfer
work week now if we hope to
win it in the foreseeable future..

“We must ‘throw the full
weight of the labor movement
behind a fight to achieve this ob-
jeciive. We must put pressure

on all of Congress io declare

| give lip-service to.

ey Lansmg Jobless Rally

whether they are for or against
the McNamara bill,

e must hold demonstrations
of the unemployed and employed
from one ‘end of the couniry to
the other, demanding passage of
the bill' in this year's session,

“If we don’t follow through,
our demand for shorter hours
will be completely disregarded
and nothing will be done.”

This is certainly a key point —
that the AFL-CIO leaders are
not fighting for even the meas-
ures they claim to support. -

Two days before the Lansing
cenference, U AW  secretary-

treasurer Emil- Mazey was in-|

terrupted by cries from the floor

while he gave a talk to’the Local | :

3 unemployed .group in Detroit.

| “What about the shorter week?”

they demanded.
35 BUT MAKE IT 40

Mazey answered carefully:
“The UAW is on record in favor
of an amendment to the wages
and hours law to .reduce the
work week to 35 hours. But —
he: quickly added, “but to get
the things that America needs —
roads, schools, hospitals and so

on — we will have to work 40
hours a week.” .

‘This probably explains why
neither the national AFL-CIO,
hor the state AFL-CIO, nor the
international UAW have to date
endorsed the McNamara bill, the
only one in the Senate calling
for the hourly reduction they

Picket Hearmgs

Of Witch-Hunt
Group in Clucayo

CHICAGO — A block -long picket line around the
Federal Building here on May 5 told the House Un-Amer-

ican Activities Committee to

01gan12at10ns alone and 'to in-
estigate "lynch terror against

Negroes in_ the South instead.

- The House group conducted

“hearings” here on May 5, 6 and
7. Among those it “investigated”
for “communist activities’™ were

leading members of the Pack-|

inghouse Workers Union (AFL-

1 €10), an organization that is in.

the forefront of the civil-rights
struggle in the South. Seven of
the .eleveni people “probed” by
the committee were Negroes.

MASS RALLY
_ Plans f01 picketing the Con-

-gressional witch-hunters were

presented to nearly 3,000 attend-
irg a rally on May "4 at the
Packinghouse - Hall.
meeting was called by the Chi-

cago League of Negro voters to|
‘| protest the recent lynch murder

of Mack C.-Parker in Poplar-
ville, Mississippi. Speakers at
the rally included representa-
tives of the Afro:American Heri-

| tage Association and thé Mine,

Mill and Smélter Workers Un-
ion, who stressed that organized
'labor and the Negro organiza-
tions confréonted a common en-
emy. -

" The May 4 rally and the next

|day’s picketing reflected a note
(of militant fesistance . to the

witch-hunters that” was, missing

during the House Committee’s’

red-baiting probe two years ago.
(At that time the Congressional
committee sought to smear the
Midwest Committee for the Pro-

tection of Poreign Born as “sub-’

versive.”) ‘
The May 4-6 hearings were
run according to the Un-Ameri-

can Activities committee’s usual]

high-handed procedure. Paid in-
formers \first fingered their vie-
tims, (They rehearsed their finger
work with the Committee qpem-
bers behind closed doors before
public sessions started.) Those
they named .as ‘“communist
agents” were” not allowed to
cross-examine their accusers.
After the'r
through, persons they had fing-
ered were summoned to be grill-
ed by committee members.
Judging by ihe .type of ques-
tions they asked, the wiich-
hunters appeared to be trying to
lay the basis for indictments un-
der the Taft-Hartley law. Thus

they asked the Packinghouse|

unionists, including District Di-
rector Charles Hayes, if they had
denied Communist Party mem-
bership only techmcally —. that
is, to get around "non- -Commu-
nist” provisions of the Taft- Hart-'
ley act.

(In 1957, several ‘Cleveland'
union officials were convicted of
“conspiracy” to file false “non-
Communist” affidavits, They
were charged with having “tech-
nically”
bers while retaining membership

in effect.) .
Most witnesses réfused to. ans-

wer these and other questions
dealing with their political be-
liefs by "invoking their’ rights
under the: Constltutions Fifth
Amendment.

However, one w1tness Edwin
Alexander,  invoked. the Consti-
tution’s entire Bill of Rights ex-
cept that clause in the Fifth
Amendment which ‘says that no’
one “shall be. compelled .in any
criminal case to be a withess
against himself.”

This is the constitutional pro-
vision most  often invoked by
witnesses who refuse to cooper-
até with the Congressional
witch-hunters. Refusal to ans-
wer on -that: ground has been
validated by the Supreme Court.
However; the witch- hunters ma-

The mass||

stool-pigeons were’

| the

ceased to. be CP mem-|

leave unions and civil-rights

Chicago Cops
Flout the Law

Chicago police are notori-:
ous for holding prisoners in- .|
communicado for long periods
before booking them. A sur-
vey by the American Civil
Liberties Union revealed -that'}
50 per cent of the prisoners.|
brought into felony court in
1956 had been held without
charges for 17 hours or long-
er. A significant number were
held as long as three 'days
before being booked. :

Commenting on these find-

| ings, the May issue of the §
Guild Lawyer said: “One
might infer from this that the™
South is not the only region,
in this country where the.
systematic. denial  of consti: |
tutional rights has become |
such an accepted part of com- | .
munity life that the authori-
ties don’t bother to conceal
the evidence

lign those who use ‘the clause as

.pebple “who find it necessary to

hide behind: the Fifth* Amend-
nient.” To invoke the right not to’
be a witness against oneself be- -
fore the Un-American Activities:
Committee has been branded as
tantamount to an admission of
“guilt,” and employers have used
it as reason for discharge.
That is why in every hearing
of the House Un-Ameérican Ac-
tivities  Committee; ' individuals'
have volunteered to risk “con-
témpt of Congress” indictment’
by challenging the witch-hunt-
ers on 'grounds other than the so-
cailed “self- incrimination”clause
of the Fifth Amendment.
i%'This paid off for civil liberties
in 1957, when the Supreme
Court, in the Watkins Case re-’f
strained Congressmnal *probes”
1o some extent’ under ‘the pro-
visions of the First (free-speech)
Amendment. However, the' Wat-
kins decision did not categoric- .
aily enjoin commitiées such as -
Un - American . Activities
group from inquiring into a per-
son’s alleged political beliefs and

‘associations, Further testing of

the committee’s legal powers 1s
thus necessary. - o
All - civil-liberties * defenders
will applaud Mr. Alexander’s
challenge to the witch-hunting
committee’s powers, and they
must be prepared to help him:
win his case should Congress cite
him for “contempt:’’ '

MINNEAPOLIS - ;
‘Browse and buy at the Labor
Book - Store’s Socialist Book
Fair. Join in celebrating ~the
publication of “Notebook of an"
Agitator” by James P. Cannon,.
featuring a program of recorded.
readings by the author and-

others. Sat. May 23; 8:30 p.m..
322 Hennepin Awve. Food. Re--

|freshments. Contribution 50c.

e
NEW YORK
Debate!” “The Road to- Pedce:
Pacifism- or Revolutionary -
Socialism?” Sheldon Weeks,
American. Friends. Committee,”
and Tom Kerry, Chairman New
York Socialist - Workers Party..
I'vi, ‘May 22, 8:30 p.m. at-116;

University Place. Militant Labor

Fcerum. Contribution 50 cents.

local Dlrectorv

- BOSTON

Boston Labor Forum, 295 Huntmg- '

ton Ave., Room 200.
CHICAGO
Socialist Workers Party,
Adams,.DE 2-9736.
.CLEVELAND
Socialist Warkers Party 10609 Su-
perior Ave., Room 301, SW 1-1818.
Open Friday mghts 7 to 9.
‘ DETROIT
Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood-
ward. TEmple 1-6135. :
LOS ANGELES )
Forum Hall and Modern Book Shop,
1702 E. 4th St AN 9. 4953 or WE 5-
9238.

777 W.

MXLWAUKEE
.150 East Juneau Ave.
MINNEAPOLIS
Socialist Workers Party,
nepin Ave., 2nd floor.

322 Hen-
Open noon to

16 PM. daily except Sundays. . °

" NEWARK '
Newark Labor Forum, Box 361,

i Newark, N.J,

NEW YORK CITY co
Militant Labor FOlum, 116 Univer-
sity ‘Place, AL 5-7852. .
OAKLAND -BERKELEY
P.O. Box' 341, Berkeley 1, Calif.
PHILADELPHIA
Militant Labor.Forum and Socialist
Workers Party, 1303 W, Girard ' Ave.
Lectures and discussions every ‘Satur-
day, 8 P.M,, followed by open house.
Call PO 3.5820. :
SAN FRANCISCO .
The Militant, 1145 Polk St., Rm. 4.
Sat. 11 AM. to 3 P.M. Phone PR 6--
7296; if no answer, VA 4- 2321, :
SEATTLE
1412—18&1 ‘Avenue; EA. 2. 5554 Li-
brary, bockstore. " .
ST. LOU!S .
For information phone MO 4-7194.
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