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Take Big Step 
Toward Negro 
Labor Council

By George ¿.avan
The recent conference held in ,C leve land  to organize 

an Am erican Negro Labor C ouncil was a h is to ric  step both 
fo r  the Negro people and fo r organized labor. The response 
to the conference call and the»
plans la id  by the delegates in ­
d icate th a t an im portan t m ove­
m ent is in  process o f being 
born- I t  is a movem ent w h ich  
w i l l  g rea tly  advance the figh t 
against J im  Crow  and greatly  
strengthen the power o f organ­
ized labor.

"M ore  than 300 Negro labor 
leaders ho ld ing  responsible ad­
m in is tra tive  and management 
positions w ith in  the A F L -C IO  
and o ther independent unions’" 
attended the conference, accord­
ing  to the Nov. 28 M ichigan 
Chronicle.

A. P h ilip  Randolph, president

A Cop's Way 
In Memphis

L . F. Palm er, ed ito r o f the 
T ri-S ta te  Defender, Negro news­
paper published in  Memphis, 
Tenn., received a phone call on 
Sunday, Nov. 22, from  an em­
ployee who had been invo lved in 
a m ino r tra ff ic  accident in  West 
Mem phis (Arkansas) and need­
ed $250 bond. G athering the 
money availab le in  the office, 
Pa lm er took $210 in  b ills  and $40 
in  ro lls  o f coins in  bank w ra p ­
pers to the West Mem phis police 
station.

“ Stack i t  u p !”  commanded the 
desk sergeant. “ I  d idn ’t  know  
w ha t he meant,”  relates the. Ne­
g ro  editor. “ I  to ld  h im ^kje money 
was a lready w rapped a«d m a rk ­
ed. Tha t’s a ll in  the  w o rld  1 said 
to  th e 'm a n . He reachéd across 
thè counter and h it  rrie in  the 
face. Then he jum ped over the 
counter a fte r me. He h it  me 
several more tim e i and knocked 
me in to  a phone booth. Then he 
th rew  me out o f the bu ild ing .”

The cop’s pa rting  words were: 
“ The next tim e  you come to 
West Memphis, act like  a nigger 
is supposed to act.”  Palm er is 
t ry in g  to take legal action 
against the guardian o f the law .

of the Brotherhood o f Sleeping 
Car Porters and a vice-president 
o f the A FL-C IO , presided. A 
steering com m ittee o f 30 m em ­
bers, headed by M ilto n  W eb­
ster, BSCP vice-president, was 
set up. Its  plans include going 
from  c ity  to c ity  w ith  Randolph 
to set up local A N LC  councils 
in  preparation fo r a national 
convention to be held in  De­
tro it next A p ril.

A no the r com m ittee to prepare 
the found ing  convention and a 
constitu tion  was also set up. I t  
is headed by Horace Sheffield, 
United A u to  W orkers o ffic ia l and 
president o f the D e tro it Trade 
Union Leadership Council, an 
organization o f Negro unionists 
w hich has functioned fo r  a num ­
ber of years in  th a t c ity .

Am ong those at the Cleveland 
conference were unionists from  
New Y ork , Washington, D. C., 
A tlan ta , St. Louis, Youngstown 
D etroit, C leveland, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, P ittsburgh, C inc in ­
nati, Columbus, M arie tta  and St. 
C la irsv ille , Ohio.

St. C la irsv ille  is a coal m in ing  
area where Thomas Starks of 
the U nited M ine W orkers is o r­
ganizing a u n it o f the new m ove­
ment. The largest single delega­
tion  at the conference was from  
D etro it. Youngstown, a steel 
center, was next.

Unions to w h ich  the conferees 
belonged included: A llie d  Indus­
t r ia l  W orkers, B rotherhood of 
Sleeping Car ..Porters,. Long ­
shoremen' M in e w o rk e rs , A m er­
ican Federation o f Teachers, 
S teelworkers, Retail-W holesale 
Departm ent Store Union, U nited 
A u to  W orkers, Hotel and Res­
tauran t Workers, B u ild ing  Ser­
vice Employes, Machinists, O f­
fice Employes, Communications 
W orkers, Laborers and Hod 
Carriers, and Teamsters.

Randolph to ld  reporters tha t 
w h ile  the now famous exchange 
between h im se lf and A F L - 
CIO President Meany at the 
A F L -C IO ’s San Francisco con- 

(Continued on Page 4)

Socialist Fund Campaign 
Lags Behind Schedule

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign Director
Everybody knows th a t good in tentions don’t  satisfy 

landlords, p rin te rs  or the power trust. A nd  I  suppose tha t 
anyone w ith  th e ir  outlook, s tudying th is  w eek’s scoreboard, 
wouldn’t feel impressed. Contri-*- 
butions to our Socialist Publica
t io n  Fund dropped below  aver­
age r ig h t when they should go 
above i t  i f  w e’re to meet tha t 
Dec. 15 deadline in  fu l l  and on 
tim e.

B u t I  don’t  lik e  the outlook 
o f .the  business w orld , and be­
dsides I  know  on ly too w e ll what 
a  hard job  i t  is to  raise a re la ­
t iv e ly  large sum o f money no 
m a tte r how  devoted you are to 
the socialist c^use. For most 
w o rk in g  people' i t ’s a ll you can 
do ju s t to make ends meet each 
Week. So when you add up da ily  
l iv in g  expenses and the regular 
con tribu tions th a t socialists in ­
clude in  th e ir  budgbt to make 
sure the movem ent keeps going 
then con tribu ting  to a fund like  
th is  spells sacrifice fo r almost 
everyone involved.

On the other hand as soon as 
you s ta rt ta lk in g  about sacrifices 
I  th in k  about w ha t revo lu tion ­
a ry-m inded people have done in 
o ther times and places and I 
begin to feel a l it t le  embarrassed 
about even m ention ing “ sacri­
fice”  when all th a t’s invo lved is 
a l it t le  money. I think most of us 
have been so thoroughly trained 

• in capitalist ways of thinking 
that;w e just hate to part with 
the bits of metal and pieces of 
papar.

W ell, we are seriously behind 
schedule, bu t each tim é I started 
to feel 'pessim istic the last few 
days I bolstered m y m orale by 
re -read ing  the le tte r from  Jo, 
ou r Seattle fund d irector. “ I ’m 
rush ing  in  every b it  o f fund 
money when- we get i t , ”  she 
w rote , “ even though i t ’s la te at 
n ig h t and the e igh t-hour fac to ry  
g rin d  starts early.

“ Our score is embarrassing to

us a ll and i t  w ou ld  be dem oraliz­
ing, except fo r ou r absolute con­
fidence of ge tting  the fu l l  
am ount before the deadline. En­
closed is check fo r  $25.”

And then a "P.S." explains: 
"We have had a lot of unem­
ployment, plus the steel strike 
which just ended. We are build­
ing up steam for the final push."

I  also received an impressive 
ind ication from  Los Angeles th is 
week of the k in d  o f e ffo rt th a t 
socialists pu t in to  ra is ing funds 
fo r the greatest cause in  the 
w orld . A  w arm  fr iend  sent me 
a sample copy of a beau tifu lly , 
m imeographed cookbook w hich 
they ran by hand, page by page, 
and bound w ith  lov ing  care and 
s k ill fo r sale at th e ir bazaar. 
C ollecting the 70-odd , p iouth- 
w atering recipes was probably 
fun, because i t  meant learn ing a 
lo t of secrets, b u t w ha t w ork  
went in to  m aking  up the book­
let! Tha t’s socialists fo r you.

A  New York meeting last 
week provided another in sp ir­
ing example of the k ind  o f lo ya l­
ty  and w illingness to dig down 
deep tha t w il l  spell success fo r 
our venture.. The New Yorkers 
took a king-size quota o f $4,200. 
More than $250 has already been 
contributed by friends o f the 
SWP and the M ilita n t. Special 
affairs are being organized. The 
comrades themselves have made 
substantia l pledges ‘ and are 
w ork ing  hard to get them  in  on 
time. Y e t a fte r looking over the 
figures in  a practica l way, Fund 
D irector Howard Grabel had to 
report tha t New Y ork  m igh t 
s till w in d  up several hundred 
dollars short.

W hat was the response? More 
(Continued on Page 2)

Walter 
(NINTT) 
Reuther

By George Breitman
D ETR O IT —  Several Negro 

delegates asked W alter Reuther, 
at the Reuther caucus held dur­
ing the recent United Auto 
Workers convention in Atlantic 
City, to support their fight for 
representation on the interna­
tional executive board to be 
elected that week. The sub­
stance of his answer was: "Now  
s not the time."

Later, du ring  the convention, 
i  num ber of delegates sought to 
^et the union to set a figh t fo r 
a shorter w ork  week w ith  no 
u t in  take-home pay as the 

U A W ’s “ m ajor demand.”  B u t on 
this question too Reuther &  Co. 
fe lt, “ Now is not the tim e,”  and 
the convention adopted a reso­
lu tion  m aking the shorter week 
“ a”  m ajor demand.

In  fact, Reuther doesn’t  con­
sider th is demand as m a jo r in 
any sense. Just a m onth a fte r 
the convention, he testified be­
fore the Senate Committee on 
U nem ploym ent Problems at a 
hearing in  D etro it, and present­
ed a lengthy 10-point program 
on behalf o f the U AW . Some­
how, the shorter week was not 
among them. ,  •

The 1957 U A W  convention 
voted to make the shorter week 
its main ob jective in 1958. B u t 
i t  the 1958 special convention 
Reuther applied the fu l l  pres­
sure of his machine to force a 
re luctan t decision tha t 1958 was 
not the tim e a fte r a ll. Two years 
later, he is s ti l l  p lay ing  the same 
game.

When Is Now?

I t ’s enough to make you w on­
der. Does he mean i t  w il l  never 
be the tim e when he says it 
isn’t  now? A  look backw ard at 
the un ion ’s h is to ry  supports th is 
idea.

In  the 1930’s and 1940’s the 
U A W  frequen tly  and regu la rly  
expressed the need fo r labor to 
form  its own party. Reuther in 
those days d idn ’t say he was 
forever opposed to a labor party ; 
he m erely said, “ Now is not the 
tim e.”  That was because there 
was a strong opposition to the 
Reuther machine in the U AW  
at tha t time.

B u t when th is  opposition was 
defeated, and its leaders desert­
ed or sold out, then Reuther 
came in to  the open and spelled 
out exactly  w hat he meant: 
Now is not the time for a labor 
party, and it never w ill be, he 
said and still says.

There’s a lesson in th is fo r 
advocates of 30-for-40 and of 
Negro representation. I f  they 
organize s trong ly and figh t fo r 
w hat they w ant, Reuther w il l  
give them some lip-service, i f  
noth ing more; he w il l  agree 
tha t th e ir objectives are good 
and tha t he w il l  fig h t fo r them 
too — eventually.

B u t i f  they don’t  organize 
themselves, i f  they don’t  figh t 
fo r w ha t they believe in, i f  in 
effect they depend on h im  to 
lead the figh t fo r th ings he 
doesn’t  w an t to figh t for, then 
the cause they advocate w il l  
suffer a severe setback, ‘as the 
pro-labor party  movement did.

Those w ho w an t a shorter 
week w il l  have to organize the 
ranks to figh t fo r i t  at the UAW  
special convention next year; 
and one of the th ings they w il l  
have to figh t against is Reuther’s 
tr ic k y  evasions, not tak ing  his 
word fo r anyth ing.

Those who w ant Negro repre­
sentation in the U AW  leader­
ship (a fte r 24 years, its execu­
tive  board is s ti l l  a ll-w h ite ) had 
better adopt a s im ila r attitude.

(Continued on Page 2)

Anti-Am erican Demonstration in Japan

Part of a crowd of Japanese, estimated at 27,000, who stormed through police lines in 
Tokyo Nov. 27 onto grounds of parliament buildings to protest American-Japanese military 
treaty due to be signed in January. In  foreground are flat-topped hats of Japanese police. The 
demonstrators were organized by the Communist and Socialist parties, the Sohyo labor feder­
ation and Zengakuren, a radical student organi ;ation. Police suffered 250 casualties, demonstra­
tors 212. Police said about 200,000 people participated in similar demonstrations in other cities. 
(Wide World photo.)

Accuse Giant Steel Companies 
Of Conspiracy to Fix Prices

W hile  the steel barons have 
been procla im ing tha t boosts in 
steel prices are due to rises in 
wages and have pointed accus­
ing fingers at w hat they ca ll the 
“ m onopoly power”  of the Steel­
workers Union, the Justice De­
partm ent has been investigating 
a p rice -fix ing  conspiracy in ­
vo lv ing  tw o o f the biggest steel 
companies in the country.

A fte r 15 months of sleuthing, 
the D epartm ent entered su it

What 's Good 
For GM —

Everyone remembers Charles 
E. W ilson's famous rem ark in 
1953, “ W hat’s good fo r General 
Motors is good fo r the country.”  
W hat the head of GM meant 
when he gave th is  answer to a 
question as to his fitness to jo in  
Eisenhower's cabinet became 
clearer last week when the 
M ichigan Supreme C ourt gave 
its  op in ion on sales o f 1953 
Bu ick w hich company offic ia ls 
knew were equipped w ith  fa u lty  
pow er brakes.

H old ing tha t the company had 
fa iled to w arn  1953 B u ick ow n­
ers tha t they were d riv in g  de­
fective automobiles, the court 
ordered a ju ry  tr ia l in  a damage 
su it filed by Robert Comstock 
whose leg was amputated after 
an accident in vo lv in g  one o f the 
cars.

The decision reversed a low er 
court judge w ho had dismissed 
the suit.

The justices found th a t GM 
had “ warned its dealers”  o f a 
defect in  the brake system, but 
“ did not w arn  those in to  w'hose 
hands they had placed th is dan­
gerous instrum ent.”

They noted tha t B u ick agencies 
had been instructed to repa ir 
the pow er-brake system w hen­
ever a 1953 model came in to  
th e ir shops “ w ith o u t notice to 
the owners.”

Nov. 23 in  a San Francisco fed­
eral court charging v io la tion  of 
the Sherman a n ti-tru s t la jv  
against U nited S t a t e s  Steel 
Corp., Bethlehem Steel Co., fou r 
sm aller producers, 12 fabricators 
of steel bars and the Western 
Rein forcing Steel Fabricators 
Association o f Oakland, Calif.

.¿Steel bars "Or rods,r  kn o w n ' in  
ttre trade as “ rebars,”  are used 
to reinforce concrete in  con­
struction w ork . Rebars rank 
fou rth  among the products tu rn ­
ed out by the steel industry.

The federal su it charges tha t 
the fabricators whacked up a 
seven-state te rr ito ry , entering 
into collusion in making' bids 
and fix ing  contract terms.

U.S. Steel and Bethlehem 
were among those charged w ith  
agreeing not to sell m ateria ls 
d irec tly  from  th e ir m ills  to con­
struction contractors Who w an t­
ed to make th e ir own rebars. In 
re turn to r  th is squeeze, the fab ­
ricators agreed not to buy re ­
bars from  fore ign producers.

The court has been asked to 
enjo in the fabricators from  d i­
v id ing  up the m arket and m ak­
ing collusive bids. The court has 
also been asked to require tha t 
the m anufacturers sell rebars 
d irec tly  to contractors th rough­
out the country as w e ll as in

Living Costs Hit New Peak 
As Dividends Top Record

the western states covered by 
the present conspiracy charge.

Rebar prices were apparently 
of considerable in te rest to the 
steel monopolists. W hen the 
m arket price is no t fixed, re in ­
forced concrete acts as a com­
pe titive  check on the price of 
b ig s truc tu ra l steel ‘ beams. 
W hen-the-beams .get too expen­
sive, bu ilders tend to sw itch to 
reinforced concrete —  so long 
as rebar prices are com petitive.

C om m enting' on the federal 
action, F. S, Clough, a spokes­
man fo r the fabricators associa­
tion, declared tha t “ C ontrary to 
the governm ent’s allegations, 
th is association has actua lly 
served as a v ita l source fo r  the 
preservation o f free com petition 
in  th is industry. I t  has allowed 
the sm aller firm s to pool the ir 
resources”  to stand up against 
“ the la rger fabricators.”

The federal su it charged tha t 
in 1958, the fabricators co n tro ll­
ed 75 % of the rebar m arket in 
Arizona, C a liforn ia , Idaho, Ne­
vada, Oregon, Utah and Wash­
ington. N ot bad fo r “ sm aller 
firm s.”

Steel Barons 
Hit Union with 
An Ultimatum

By Tom K erry
NEW  YO R K, Dec. 2 —  The Am erican labor m ovem ent 

was once again g iven an object lesson in  “ free collective 
barga in ing”  yesterday when the steel corporations came 
in to a bargain ing session called

IN S TA N T SEX
Latest product available in  an 

aerosol can is a perfum e called 
Lady C ha tte rly ’s Ins tan t Sex.

by federal mediators and la id  
the ir “ last offer”  on the table 
w ith  a take -it-o r-leave -it u l t i ­
matum to the S teelworkers 
union.

I t  was the firs t “ co llective 
barga in ing”  session held under 
governm ent auspices since the 
issuance of the T a ft-H a rtle y  in ­
junction. The “ last offer”  sub­
m itted  yesterday was identica l 
w ith  the offer rejected by the 
union on Nov. 15. U nder the 
T a ft-H a rtle y  law  i t  is to be sub­
m itted  to the steel w orkers fo r 
a referendum  vote.

W hile  the corporations had 60 
days from  the date the in ju n c ­
tion  was issued to present th e ir 
“ last offer,”  they elected to cut 
through the “ collective bargain­
ing”  farce staged by E isenhow­
e r’s . mediators and launch a 
campaign directed at the steel 
w orkers and th e ir fam iliès.

The steel corporations long 
ago decided to u tilize  the 8Q-day 
in junc tion  period to t r y  and 
brainwash the steel w orkers in ­
to accepting the companies’ 
terms. They w aited u n til a few  
hours before the firs t bargaining 
meeting scheduled by federal 
mediators to release a “ tw o-co l­
or brochure”  m ailed to th e ir 
employees. This timing was de­
liberately calculated to under­
score their contempt for the 
"bargaining sessions" of the 
federal mediators and the Mc­
Donald leadership.

The corporation Statem ent ob­
serves the Dec. 2 W a ll S treet 
Journal, “ was understood to be 
part of a campaign fo r  w orke r 
votes in the T a ft-H a rtle y  ‘fina l 
o ffe r’ ba llo t next m onth. By 
m a iling  Statements to w orkers ’ 
homes, steel companies appar­
en tly  hoped tha t w ives m igh t 
be persuaded to pressure th e ir 
husbands to accept the offers 
and not to s tr ike  again.”

The d is tribu tion  o f the corpor­
ation statement p r io r to  the 
meeting apparently  caught the 
governm ent flunkies by surprise. 
And how  d id  these august 
gentlemen —  before whom  our 
labor leaders bow and scrape — 
react to the back-of-the-hand 
slap adm inistered by the steel 
moguls C hief federal m ediator 
Joseph F. Finnegan had no com­
ment to make, says the W all 
Street Journa l, “ b u t he was 
known to be ira te  .■ . . a t the 
tim ing  of the lea fle t ju s t hours 
before the m ediation efforts 
were scheduled to resume.’”

Report Gov’t Plan 
To Draft Strikers

The governm ent m ay no t 
ye t have the nerve to t r y  it ,  
bu t according to  one Wash­
ing ton  report, the Justice De­
partm ent is cooking up legis­
la tion  to d ra ft steel s trike rs  i f  
they w a lk  ou t again a t the 
end o f the present 80-day in ­
junction.

A tto rn e y  General W illia m  
Rogers is d raw ing  up an 
amendm ent to  the U niversa l 
M ilita ry  T ra in ing  A ct, said 
syndicated columnists R obert 
A lle n  and Paul Scott Nov. 24, 
th a t w ou ld  p e rm it the P resi­
dent to  seize p lants even i f  
they are not w o rk in g  on gov­
ernm ent contracts. U nder the 
present d ra ft law , he can 
take over p lants doing gov­
ernm ent w o rk  a fte r declaring 
a “ na tiona l emergency.”

The p recip ita te  action of the 
steel bosses, you see, threatens 
to give away the w hole show. 
The sole object o f governm ent 
m ediation is to  pressure the 
union to fu r th e r w h itt le  dow n 
its already meager demahds to  
meet the u ltim a tu m  o f the em­
ployers. To do so w ith o u t in c it­
ing  a rank-and-file  re vo lt there 
m ust at least be some pretense 
o f “ co llective, barga in ing.”  The 
“ i r a t e ”  Mfe. Finnegan has ■ 
grounds fo r com plaint. The ac­
tion  o f the (tee l monopolists 
w i l l '  not mak‘e his ro le  any 
easier.

It. appears tha t “ In ju n c tio n  
Ike ”  is ira te  too! The W a ll 
S treet Journa l discloses th a t 
“ ira te ”  E isenhower w il l  devote 
a p a rt o f his na tion-w ide rad io­
té lévis ion broadcast th is  week 
to the steel labo r-indus try  dis­
pute. E isenhower, says th is  
spokesman fo r  b ig business, “ is ' 
prepared to critic ize  both union 
and management fo r  fa ilin g  to 
a rrive  at a negotiated settle­
ment.”  This, m y friends, is add­
ing in su lt to  in ju ry !

Lesson in Reality

On the same day the steel 
corporations la id  down th e ir 
u ltim a tum , the union movement 
was given another lesson in  
class re a lity . The proposal by  

(Continued on Page 4)

On Thanksgiv ing Day the 
Bureau o f Labor ■ announced 
tha t in the month of October 
the spendable income o f factory 
workers had dropped back to 
the level of December 1956 and 
that at the same tim e the cost 
of liv in g  had jum ped to a new 
record peak. E arlie r, the De­
partm ent of Commerce disclosed 
tha t U.S. corporations made the 
highest' d iv idend payments fo r 
any October in h istory.

Spendable earnings fo r  a 
w orke r w ith  three dependents 
dropped 30 cents to $80.03 a 
week. A t  the same time, prices 
increased 0.2% from  m id-Sep­
tember, the s ix th  rise in seven 
months.’ The cost of liv in g  is 
n o w  o ffic ia lly  estimated as 
25.5% higher than in  1947-49.

The biggest m onth ly  increase 
was in transporta tion costs. 
1.4%. C lo th ing  was next w ith  an 
increase of 0.4% and medical
costs rose 0.2%.

/

About a million and a quarter 
workers covered by union es­
calator clauses w ill receive 8 
cenl-an-hour increase as a re­
sult of the index rise.

Compensation to the stock­
holders of the g iant corporations 
was decidedly more handsome. 
Cash d iv idend payments came 
to $844 m illio n  fo r the month. 
The tota l fo r the firs t nine 
months of the year was $9.9 b i l­
lion, up a ha lf b illio n  from  last 
year. The annual rate is expect­
ed to approach $14 b illio n  as 
against $9 b illio n  five years ago.

And That Finished 
Mr. Republican''

By Joseph Hansen

Publication of a confidential 
analysis of the 1952 Republican 
convention, draw n up seven 
years ago by the late Robert A. 
T a ft to exp la in  his defeat by 
General Eisenhower, created a 
s tir  last week.

The secret document was 
made public Nov. 24, apparently 
by fo llow ers o f N ixon who 
thought i t  m igh t help the Vice- 
President in  his contest w ith  
Rockefe ller fo r the 1960 GOP 
nom ination. W hatever N ixon's 
in terest may be, T a ft’s analysis 
deserves a ttention fo r the ev i­
dence i t  offers on who rea lly  
runs the cap ita lis t po litica l m a­
chines.

T a ft was devoured by am bi­
tion to become president o f the 
United States like  his father. He 
had a good chance o f m aking it., 
too, fo r he came of a -wealthy 

I fam ily , enjoyed the backing of 
\ the strong M idd le  West section 
of the cap ita lis t class, and as­
siduously made, po litics his p ro ­
fession.

His ab ilities  were such that 
he became know n as “ M r. Re­
publican,” . the most popular fig ­
ure in the pa rty  and its leader 
in the Senate. In 1952 he got 
comm itments from  604 dele­
gates, exactly enough to w in  the 
presidentia l nom ination i f  every­
one stuck tough a t.th e  conven­
tion. And ye t Eisenhower, a 
general of no p o lit ic a l experi-

ence, won easily over the p ro ­
fessional Taft.

A t the tim e, Eisenhower’s v ic ­
to ry  was ascribed to “ tac tica l”  
blunders com m itted by the T a ft 
forces. T a ft brushed th is  ex­
p lanation aside as superficial.

“ I don’t w ant my supporters 
to feel tha t there were any seri­
ous mistakes o f omission and 
tha t some s tr ik in g  move w ou ld ' 
have solved the whole problem ,”  
he wrote.

“ The result o f the convention 
came fa r more from  underly ing  
causes which had operated 
steadily fo r e ight months, and 
continued to operate at Chicago. 
F irst, i t  was the power of the 
New Y o rk  financial in terest and 
a large num ber of business men 
subject to New Y o rk  influence, 
w ho had selected General Eisen­
hower as th e ir  candidate at 
least a year ago . . .

“ Second, fou r-fifth s  of the in ­
fluentia l newspapers i i t  the 
country were opposed to me 
continuously and vociferously 
and many turned themselves in ­
to propaganda sheets fo r m y 
opponent.”  (Newspapers owned 
or controlled, of course, by the 
Eastern capitalists.)

T a ft discussed how W arren, 
Stassen and Eisenhower “ gang­
ed up on us,”  how they changed 
the rules “ to get enough votes 
to steal a ll the contested dele­
gates,”  how the Eisenhower 
forces used “ smear”  tactics, and 
how the delegates were affected 
by the “ tremendous p u b lic ity  
b litz  . . . ”  T a ft could no t do 
much better than he did pri-

TA FT

m a rily  because o f the “ trem en­
dous expense invo lved.”
’ As fo r tactica l mistakes — “ It 
is a ll ve ry  w e ll to-say th a t we 
should not have perm itted  these 
issues to be created, bu t the 
a lte rna tive  was surrender on 
matters in  w inch we were in 
the righ t, and i f  there had not 
been these issues the p u b lic ity  
firm s w ou ld  have invented 
others to be shouted by the pro- 
E isenhower press.”

I t  is no news tha t the Repub­
lican pa rty  is contro lled by big 
business. B u t T a ft’s confirm ation 
of w hat pow er th is  social group 
actua lly  w ie lds over the GOP 
machine offers food fo r  po litica l 
thought, since they w ie ld  s im ila r 
pow er over the Dem ocratic 
machine.

SIGN OF SEWAGE
I f  w ater foams when you tu rn  

on the tap, i t ’s because o f de­
tergents. W ater pu rifica tion  sys­
tems w il l  rem ove soaps b u t not 
detergents. Thus increasing use 
of the chemical cleaners has be­
come a serious pub lic  hea lth  
threat.

But the Bankers “ Liked Ike»»
Trade unionists w ho imagine 

tha t i t  m igh t Be possible to  w in  
contro l o f the. Democratic p a rty  
can learn something from  T a ft’s 
analysis of his defeat.

I f  it's hopeless for a wealthy  
politician, representing power­
ful capitalist interests and back* 
ed by a majority of the machine, 
to buck the "Eastern financial 
interest," how much more hope* 
less is it for trade unionists to 
attempt it? •

-W ithou t in tend ing  to do so, 
T a ft provided us w ith  one more 
proof o f the correctness o f the 
M arx is t v iew  tha t p o lit ica l pa r­
ties represent class interests. 
You can’t  steal a pa rty  built, by 
the capita lists; i t ’s bu rg la r proof. 
'Not even a section o f the cap- 
ta lis t class w ith  a d iffe ren t 

view, on how to run the country 
can take i t  away fro m  the b ig 
economic royalists.

■ A ’ ’ 1
W hat you can do though is 

s ta rt from  scratch, bu ild  a pa rty  
of, by and fo r the workers. Such 
a pa rty  can beat, the Demo- 
GOP combination, fo r the w o rk ­
ing class, p roperly  organized 
fo r independent po litica l action, 
is a power fa r greater than  a ll 
the gold the bankers represent.
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By Daniel Roberts
A sharp conflict is evidently 

now taking place within the 
Chinese Communist party. This 
is indicated by a stepped-up 
c a m p a i g n  in the C P  press 
against "right opportunists."

As is custom ary in S ta lin is t 
parties, the press denunciations 
carry on ly one side o f the -a rgu­
ment. Those under a ttack are 
not perm itted  to express the ir 
opinions. In  th is  case they are 
no t even identified by name. 
That those tarred w ith  the 
“ r ig h t opportun ist”  brush in ­
clude h igh ly  placed CP func­
tionaries is indicated by a recent 
a rtic le  in  Red F lag by Kang 
Sheng, an alternate member of 

.th e  P o litbu ro , the highest party  
committee. According to the 
Nov. 20 C hristian Science M on­
ito r, K ang “ quotes Mao Tse- 
tung . . .  as saying tha t senior 
pa rty  offic ia ls who have oppos­
ed economic policies are merely 
fe llo w  travelers and not w o rthy  
members of the pa rty .”

In  the m iddle of November, 
the Chinese governm ent banned 
a ll deliveries abroad (inc lud ing  
to Hong Kong and Singapore) Of 
a ll newspapers except the Pek­
ing People’s D a ily . This may 
mean tha t the in te rna l party  
struggle is now reaching a 
clim ax.

A  year ago, the party  leader­
ship had already indicated that 
i t  was d iv ided over the ru ra l 
people’s communes created in 
August 1958. A  resolution on the 
communes adopted at last De­
cember’s session of the p a rty ’s 
C entra l Com m ittee stated that 
“ The urgent tasks at present 
are to q u ick ly  achieve a un ity  
o f views on the communes 
among a ll members o f the Party  
and among the people . . . ”

U n ity  was not achieved, how ­
ever, judg ing  by the o ffic ia l re­
ports of a tw o-w eek central 
com m ittee session last August 
Thus, the comm unique issued at 
the end of the session stated: 
“ The eighth p lenary session of 
the eighth central comm ittee 
points out tfta t the p rinc ipa l 
danger now confronting the 
achievement of a continued leap 
fo rw a rd  th is  year is the arising 
o f r ig h t opportun is t ideas among 
some cadres. T h e y  do not tr y  
th e ir best to accomplish tasks

MAO

which, according to objective 
conditions and given subjective 
efforts, can be accomplished . . . 
They slander as ‘petty-bourgeois 
fanaticism ’ the great leap fo r­
ward and the people’s-commune 
movements in w hich hundreds 
of m illions  o f w o rk ing  people 
have been vigorously engaged 
under the leadership of the 
party .”

Again, an ed ito ria l, “ Long 
L ive the People’s Communes,”  
n the Aug. 30 Peking People’s 

D aily, says tha t “  . . . w hat is 
vo rth  noting at a tim e when the 
inn ive rsary  of the resolution on 
he people’s communes is being 
celebrated . . .  is that there are 
iome people apart from, the re- 
ic tionaries at home and abroad 
vho are s ti l l  dissatisfied w ith  
ind  opposed to the people’s com­
munes. They are those w ith in  
he ranks of the Chinese people 
vho are influenced by bourgeois 
deology to a serious degree in ­

c lud ing • certa in righ t-oppo rtun - 
:sts in the Com m unist party. 
They do not understand tha t the 
oeople’s commune movement is 
the product of a great revo lu ­
tiona ry  movement o f the hun­
dreds of m illions  of Chinese 
peasants . . . ”

Instead the critics  “ babble 
tha t ‘the people’s commune lacks 
objective foundations. I t  is not 
an ob jective na tura l product 
bu t the f r u it  o f the w ish fu l 
th in k in g  of a few  who have

b low nv i t  up.’ They say, ‘The 
people’s communes were set up 
too soon and too fast and have 
gone w rong.’ In  a word, they 
fa il to  see the superio rity  of 
the people’s communes and the 
revo lu tionary  zeal of the hun­
dreds of m illions  of peasants.”

The most comprehensive re ­
view  of the disputes over eco­
nomic policy w ith in  the Com­
m unist pa rty  was presented by 
Chou E n-la i in his Aug. 26 re ­
port on C hina’s economy to the 
S tanding Committee of the Sec­
ond N ational People’s Congress. 
More than a th ird  of th is report 
is cast in the fo rm  of a rebutta l 
to critics  o f the p a rty ’s economic 
policies. According to Chou, the 
critics have attacked last year’s 
mass campaign to make steel in 
backyard furnaces as “ more loss, 
less gain.”  They oppose the 
communes and the com m unity 
d in ing  halls. A nd they charge 
tha t shortages th roughout tjie  
country of certain basic foods 
were caused by “ excessive ex­
ports.”

Chou denies the accusations 
and asks the unnamed critics, 
“ A re  you not a fra id  of being 
th row n over to the border-line 
o f the bourgeois rightists?”  But 
he adm its to losses in last year’s 
fa ll harvests “ in  consequence of 
mperfect arrangem ent of labor 

Dower.”  The fa ll o f 1958 is when 
he mass campaign to m anufac­
ture iron and steel in  small, 
p r im itiv e  furrmces got under 
way.

A c tua lly , last A ugust’s Cen- 
'ra l Com m ittee session in tro ­
duced changes in a ll those as­
pects of economic po licy that 
the critics  are said to have chal­
lenged. The CP leaders decided 
to exclude iron and steel p ro ­
duced by p rim itiv e  methods 
from  the com putation’ o f C hina’s 
;ron and steel production. They 
drastica lly revised the 1959 
ag ricu ltu ra l targets dow nward 
after adm itting  th a t the 1958 
totals on w hich they were o rig ­
in a lly  based were “ a b it h igh ”  
—th a t is exaggerated by 50%. 
They declared the production 
brigades to be the basic prop- 
e rty -ow n ing  units in  the com­
munes. (The brigades had been 
the basic units in the producers’ 
co-operatives before th e ir m erg­
er in to  the communes.) A t the

W all Street Grits Teeth 
A t Shift in Cuban Govt.

By Flora Carpenter
Bankers understand one an­

other. Whether American o: 
Cuban, they possess a common 
language wheh it comes to pri­
vate property, profits and poli­
tics. Thus the men in the count­
ing houses of W all Street gritted 
their teeth in rage last week as 
Castro's regime moved toward 
the left and kicked out Felipe 
Pazos as president of the N a­
tional Bank of Cuba. Pazos was 
a professional banker with fluen' 
command of the language Wal’ 
Street speaks.

W hen the Cuban revo lu tion  
swept the d ic ta to ria l Batista re ­
gime o ff the island, W all Street 
^ t once sought new points of 
support, hun ting  fo r  them  in  the 
Castro governm ent' itse lf. H op­
ing  tha t the revo lu tiona ry  up ­
surge m igh t fin a lly  be dissipated 
in  endless ta lk  and speeches, a 
ro le  i t  was w illin g  to  ^ ra n t Cas­
tro , the Am erican im peria lists 
looked to Pazos as one o f those 
w ho could be counted on to  re ­
s tra in  the governm ent from  ac­
tu a lly  ca rry ing  ou t its reform  
program.

Two other figures th a t loomed 
high fo r such a ro le  were Jose 
V liro Cardona, p rim e m in ister, 
ind  Rufo Lopez Fresquet, head 
->i the treasury department.

"These are not wildhairs," the 
Wall Street Journal explained 
'ast Jan. 8. "The best hope for 
Cuba, in the opinion of political 
sxperts, is that they along with  
Urrulia w ill be setting national 
policies during the crucial 18 
months or more of provisional 
government by decree —  while 
Castro keeps them in power 
through his prestige and m ilitary  
power."

B u t i t  d idn ’t w o rk  out tha t 
way. U rru tia , who was Castro’s 
nominal head o f governm ent 
went down, designated as an 
snemy o f the revo lu tion . Pazos 
has not been named an enemy: 
bu t from  W a ll S treet’s v iew  i t  is 
almost as bad to have h im  
named Ambassador in  Charge 
of European A ffa irs.

M ourn ing  the  s h ift o f Pazos 
from  his key position, the New 
Y ork  Times commented e d ito r­
ia l ly  Nov. 27: “ His tra in in g  na­
tu ra lly  imposes an orthodoxy in
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his th in k in g  th a t sooner o r la te r 
was bound to leave h im  out o f 
line  w ith  radical policies tha t 
are fo rc ing  . . . more and more 
Governm ent in te rven tion  and, 
perhaps, an eventual program  o f 
w idespread nationa liza tion .”

W hat alarms the financiers 
most is tha t the s h ift was ob­
viously bas^d on po litica l con­
siderations. Pazos was replaced 
by M a jo r Ernesto “ Che”  Gue- 
vera, a bearded hero o f the 26th 
o f Ju ly  movement, w ho knows 
noth ing about banking. Here is 
how  the W all Street Journal 
described h im  last January:

“ One trusted Castro lieu tenant 
s the co lo rfu l A rgentine  revo lu ­
tionary, Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara, 
who many have called a Com­
munist and who is now insta lled 
as commander o f E l Cabana, 
fortress overlooking the en­
trance to Havana harbor.

“ In te rv iew ed at the Presiden­
tia l palace, the swashbuckling 
‘Che,’ clad in  a black beret, green 
fatigues and a black neck sash, 
put down a long cigar and coolly 
answered a repo rte r’s question: 
‘I  have never been a ffilia ted  
w ith  the Communists.’ B u t he 
hastens to add, ‘T ha t’s no t to 
say I ’m anti-C om m unist.’ He 
Soes on to com plain th a t A m er­
ican reporters always ask i f  he’s 
a. Com m unist ‘when the most 
im portan t th in g  is the u n ity  of 
all the people and a ll the parties 
here in  Cuba.’ ”

By th is  sh ift in  the spectrum 
of personalities, the Cuban revo­
lu tion  has indicated th a t i t  is 
s til l on the upsurge. You can 
also te ll i t  from  the flu tte rin g  in  
W all Street.

same tim e peasants were en­
couraged to develop ind iv idua l 
“ sideline”  production. i

Despite these admissions and 
corrections, however, the objec­
tive  proclaim ed in 1958 and un­
de rly ing  the “ great leap fo r­
w ard ”  slogan was upheld. This 
is to fu lf il l ' by the end of th is 
year the most im portan t ag ri­
cu ltu ra l and indus tria l quotas 
o rig in a lly  scheduled under the 
second five-yfear plan to be a t­
tained on ly  by 1962, the fifth  
year of the plan.

“ B y fu lf i l l in g  th is year’s re­
adjusted n a t i o n a l  economic 
plan," says the Cèntral C om m it­
tee’s Aug. 26 communique, “ we 
w ill have fu lfille d , ove rfu lfilled  
or nearly fu lfille d  the fo llow ing  
targets o rig in a lly  set in the sec­
ond five-year plan fo r fu l f i l l ­
ment in  1962: steel, coal, tim ber, 
m eta llurg ica l equipm ent, power- 
generating equipm ent, m etal- 
cu tting  machine tools, cotton

ya rn , machine-made paper, salt, 
gra in and cotton.”  (Emphasis 
added.)

However, China’s farm lands 
have been hard h it by adverse 
weather conditions th is  year. 
Floods last summer in the Pearl 
R ive r region in the south and a 
five-m onth d rought from  -Juns 
to November in many areas of 
C entra l China have seriously 
reduced th is  year’s harvest.

Crop losses undoubtedly add 
a severe stra in to the forced- 
march attem pt to fu lf i l l  in te r­
related ag ricu ltu ra l and indus­
tr ia l targets three years ahead 
of schedule. If , as is like ly , in ­
ne r-party  conflicts over eco­
nomic policies were not rea lly  
resolved last August bu t merely 
compromised, then the crop 
losses w ould serve again to re ­
new the disputes and w ith  it 
fierce condemnation o f any a t­
tem pt to make fu r th e r “ read­
justm ents.”

BOOKS

Witch-Hunters in the South 
Stalk Unions and NAACP

By John Thayer

A l e g i s l a t i v e  investigat­
ing committee in Florida; balked 
in its demands for the member­
ship lists of the National Asso­
ciation for the Advancement of 
Colored People, has recommend­
ed contempt sentences . for the 
president of the Florida NAACP  
and two leaders of the Miami 
branch.

In  Mississippi, headlines were 
made by the testim ony o f a 
trave ling  circus o f paid in fo rm ­
ers and “ experts”  on Commu­
nists and the N AAC P. A n  un ­
savory crew o f professional w it ­
nesses, headed by J. B. Matthews 
o f U n-Am erican Com m ittee in ­
fam y, is tou ring  the  Southern 
c ircu it, pe rfo rm ifig  before one 
w h i t  e-supremacist leg is la tive  
body a fte r another.

In  N orth  Carolina the Region­
al D irector o f the A F L -C IO  Tex­
tile  W orkers Union, along w ith  
tw o  other offic ia ls and five 
strikers, have been given ja il 
sentences ranging from  tw o to 
ten years at hard labor. The 
charge in  th is crude fram e-up 
was conspiracy to dynam ite the 
s truck Henderson-H arriet M i l l ’s 
power supply.

None o f the allegedly planned 
dynam itings took place. The 
w hole fram e-up rested upon the 
testim ony o f a “ secret agent”  o f 
the State Bureau o f Investiga­
tion  (SBI), a man w ith  a g riev ­
ance against the union and w ith  
a police record comparable to 
those o f in form ers in  the stables 
o f the F B I and the la te Senator 
M cCarthy.

Entrapment?

B y his own testim ony the SBI 
in fo rm e r played the ro le of 
agent provocateur —  a ll the 
w h ile  d raw ing “ expenses”  from  
the SBI. The stench o f fram e-up 
is so pervading tha t the by no 
means pro-labor News and Ob­
server of Raleigh was moved to 
rem ark: "The function of the 
SBI is to obtain evidence, not 
to manufacture evidence . . .  If  
the role of the SBI and its 'un­
dercover man' did not constitute 
entrapment, it  certainly came 
dangerously close to it." The 
C harlo tte  Observer s im ila rly  
confessed to "some nagging 
doubts now that the verdict has 
come down."

The above items about the re­
pressive “ investigations”  o f the 
N AA C P  and the fram e-up of 
unionists are connected; and i f  
the lin k  is traced i t  leads d irect­
ly  to W ashington, D. C. and na­
tiona l politics. W hat we are w it ­
nessing is the transposition to 
the South o f the w itch -h u n t and 
fram e-up methods perfected not 
so long ago in  the na tion ’s cap­
ita l by the congressional inves­
tiga ting  committees and the 
F B I. A ll  the unconstitu tiona l 
methods “ leg itim ized”  during  
the w itch -h u n t are now being 
used by the anti-Negro, a n ti­
labor po litic ians o f the South in 
an e ffo rt to  smash an ti-J im  Crow 
organizations and unions.

FUND SCOREBOARD
Branch Quota Paid Percent

Boston ........................... . $ 350 $ 350 100
Pittsburgh .................. It) 10 100
San Diego .-............... 245 194 79
St. Louis .... ................ 80 60 75
T w in  C ities ................ .. 1,700 1,242 73
D e tro it ..*r........................ 600 . ' 430 72
Connecticut ................ 100 65 65
M ilw aukee .................. 300 190 63
New Y ork  .................. .. 4,200 2:577 61
N ew ark ........................ 265 155 58
Philade lph ia  ....... ....... 400 • 228 57
Los Angeles ............... .. 4,400 2,402 55
Bay Area ..................... 800 419 52
Chicago .... ..................... .. 1,000 500 50
Denver ......................... 40 20 50
Cleveland .................... 750 325 43
Seattle ........................... 500 197 39
A llen tow n  .................. 110 35 32
Général ........................ 150 36 24

Tota l through Dec. 1 $16,000 $9,435 59

The d ir ty  methods used to 
harass, persecute and ja il  “ reds”  
are now being employed against 
Negroes and unionists in  the 
South. That these methods have 
been established in  legal prece­
dent and public acceptance to 
th is po in t is in  no sm all meas­
ure due to the short-sightedness, 
opportunism  and cowardice o f 
the labor and Negro leaders.

I f  these methods had been 
fought tooth and nail when firs t 
introduced on the national arena, 
they could have been defeated 
and w ould  not now be weapons 
in  the hands o f Southern haters 
o f Negroes and organized, labor. 
But, abandoning the principle 
that civil liberties are indivis­
ible, the bureaucrats of the 
unions and Negro organizations 
kept their mouths shut, pulled 
their punches or joined the wolf 
pack in the witch-hunt.

This was jus tified  on various 
opportun is t grounds — p lay ing  
it  safe, or converting opposition 
to the policies o f the CP in to  
refusal to defend th a t o rgan i­
zation’s c iv il liberties, o r cyn ic­
a lly  jo in ing  the hue and c ry  to 
prove one’s respectab ility  and 
patrio tism  in  the hope o f thus 
qua lify ing  fo r a few  crumbs 
from  the masters of th is  country.

A ppropria te  lessons should be 
draw n from  the past. One o f the 
most im m ediate should be tha t 
the figh t against the w itch -hun t, 
fram e-up methods being used 
against the in teg ra tion is t and 
union m ovem ent in  the  South, 
w il l  be made more effective by 
a simultaneous redoubling o f ef­
fo rts  to abolish the House U n- 
Am erican Committee, expose the 
F B I and w ipe out a ll vestiges 
of M cCarthyism .

M w w w w f. jwmnm

'In the Minds sud Hearts of Many Negro Women'
L IK E  ONE OF THE F A M IL Y  . . .  

conversations from a domes­
tic's life, by A lice  Childress. 
B rooklyn , N. Y. Independence 
Publishers. 226 pp. [$1.25 from  
Pioneer Publishers, 116 U n i­
vers ity  Place, New Y ork  -3, 
N. Y.]
Langston Hughes says o f this 

book: “ A lice  Childress has h it 
upon a d e lig h tfu l way of p re ­
senting through the mouth o f a 
single character w ha t is in the 
minds and hearts of many Negro 
women w ork ing  in  Am erican 
homes as domestics. ‘L ike  One 
of the F a m ily ’ is both amusing 
and thought-provoking, easy to' 
read, w a rm ly  human, and of 
documentary im port.”
. I t  is a book tha t one w il l  w ant 
to d ip  in to  over and over again 
to savor those pa rticu la r stories 
tha t are favorites. Most o f them 
are no more than three or fou r 
pages long, s im ply w ritte n . They 
deal w ith  the d irect re la tionsh ip  
between boss and w orker. Negro 
servant and m idd le- or upper- 
class w h ite  woman o f P ark  A ve ­
nue, F if th  Avenue or Madison 
Avenue. Some o f the stories are 
humorous, some fu l l"  o f pathos, 
bu t a ll have tha t necessary in ­
gredient o f class anger w ith o u t 
w hich a fo rw ard  march is not 
possible.

M ild red  is the servant who 
te lls her closest fr iend  and 
neighbor, Marge, a ll about the 
events o f the day.

One story, w hich I  lik e  best, 
te lls o f the rich  woman who 
carries her pocket book strapped 
tig h tly  around her arm a ll day, 
and how M ild red  drove home a 
po in t about it. In  her words to 
the w ea lthy  em ployer is the es­
sence of the clash of the classes. 

A nother explains the d iffe r-

. .. Reuther
(Continued from  Page I ) 

They w il l  get nowhere i f  they 
act the way Robert B a ttle  did 
when he was nom inated fo r vice- 
president at th is year’s conven­
tion. Battle , a leader of D e tro it’s 
Trade U nion Leadership Council, 
said he declined because the 
Reuther caucus hadn’t  endorsed 
him  and also, “ I  decline on 
the basis o f a promise from  
the president of th is great union, 
W a lte r Reuther, th a t progress 
w il l  be made in  the very, very 
near fu tu re .”

Inc iden ta lly , supporters o f 30- 
for-40 and Negro representation 
w ould  make up a m a jo rity  of 
the U AW  i f  they w ou ld  com­
bine th e ir efforts on a m ilita n t 
basis. W ork ing  together, they 
could show tha t “ the tim e”  of 
cow ard ly bureaucrats is fast 
runn ing  out.

New York Radio Station
»

Features Sobell Dispute
W M C A ’s “ Pro and Con”  radio 

program in  New Y o rk  aired op­
posing views on M orton Sobell’s 
case, Nov. 26. The speakers 
were Mrs. Helen Sobell and Roy 
Cohn, a prosecutor in  the 1950 
“ atom spy”  case and ch ie f as­
sistant to the late Senator Joseph 
M cCarthy.

Cohn’s appearance recalled 
the atmosphere o f w itch -hun t 
hysteria tha t surrounded the 
tr ia l o f Sobell and Ju lius  and 
E the l Rosenberg. These condi­
tions. precluded any possib ility  
of a fa ir  tr ia l. A l l '  three were 
convicted as “ atom spies.”  The 
Rosenbergs suffered the death 
penalty w h ile  Sobell received a 
30-year sentence.
. In  the rad io  program, Cohen 

sought to ju s tify  the prosecu-

tio n ’s tr ia l methods by a ttack­
ing Sobell and the Committee 
to Secure Justice fo r M orton 
Sobell. Com m enting on Mrs. So- 
be ll’s charge tha t Sobell’s con­
v ic tion  was based on the lone 
testim ony o f M ax E litcher, an 
adm itted perju rer, Cohn said: 

“ Too bad.”  bu t “ you can’t get 
clergym en to tes tify  in  c rim ina l 
cases . . . there is no person in 
the w o rld  who w ould  have made 
a more appropriate w itness.”  

M cC arthy ’s disciple charged 
tha t Helen and M orton Sobell’s 
appeal- fo r perm ission to have e 
ch ild  was a “ rid icu lous stunt.’ 
This is ju s t a device o f the 
“ com m unist fro n t,”  said Cohn, to 
w in  the support o f lawyers, edu­
cators, and clergymen, “ who are 
s ti l l  w il l in g  to lend th e ir names 
to Com m unist causes.”

... Socialist Fund Campaign

ence between s ittin g  in the back 
of a bus because you ju s t like to 
sit there, and s ittin g  there be­
cause you are forced to, because 
your sk in  is b lack instead of 
white.

There is a sharp ly etched 
sketch o f a picn ic held w ith *fea r 
in  one’s heart, bu t w ith  proud 
determ ination to figh t i t  ou t i f  
necessary.

There are b its o f character 
studies tha t f it  hum an beings of

any race or n a tio n a lity  in  our 
society: the ones th a t m ust have 
a fancie r home, a bigger T V  set, 
more spa rk ling  je w e lry , and the  
ones th a t are ashamed o f the  
kind ' o f w o rk  they do.

From  the more than s ix ty  
stories some ar,e a d e l ig h t t o  
read aloud, some w il l  make good 
skits fo r en terta inm ent, others 
you w il l  ju s t w an t to read 
q u ie tly  by yourSelf.

— Anne Chester

One You Can Skip

(Continued from  Page 1) 
than a dozen comrades increased 
th e ir pledges. The to ta l was $195.

In  the Tw in Cities i t  hasn’t 
been easy sledding either. B u t 
there, too, determ ined e ffo rt is 
adding up. D irecto r Bob W. sent 
a regu la r w eekly check along 
w ith  w ord  th a t th e ir rummage 
sale had ju s t begun tha t eve­
ning and should mean some ex­
tra  dollars in  the T w in  Cities 
column. Bob also reports tha t 
our national fund-ra is ing  champ­
ion, V. R. Dunne, is s t i l l  going 
strong, w ith  $25 th is  week to 
be credited to  ‘friends o f the 
movement. According to my 
a rithm etic  th a t brings the  to ta l 
raised th is  w ay by Comrade 
Dunne close to  $100.

To fu rth e r boost m y morale, a 
payment came from  San Diego, 
along w jth  w ord from  Helen 
tha t “ We hope to have the ba l­
ance o f our quota in  before the 
deadline.”

I ’m sorry I  can’t  quote any­
th ing  from  the letters of Detroit 
Fund D irecto r Valdin. B ut ap­
pa ren tly  he belongs to  the l i t ­
erary school th a t th inks  n o th ­

ing more eloquent can possibly 
be thought' up than “ Enclosed 
please find  check . . . ”  I have 
to agree. A fte r  a ll when you 
note how steadily D e tro it p lugf 
away, those are dram atic words 

Newark —  Chicago —  Bay 
Area — Denver — Cleveland —  
Allentown.
' I  hate to pu t down tha t lis t 
so le t me te ll an old joke to  make 
i t  easier. A  man w ho dined on 
c red it at a neighborhood res­
tau ran t got behind in  his pay­
ments. The p rop rie to r w ro te  his 
name and the amount due in 
great big le tte rs on the w a ll 
near the coat hangers. The man 
objected tha t th is was em bar­
rassing. The p rop rie to r was a 
humane type, so he made a con^ 
cession. “ O. K., w e’l l  hang your 
sh irt over i t  u n til you catch up. 
That way, no one w il l  know .”

O f course I ’m not suggesting 
tha t anyone send me his sh irt 
instead o f a money order; b u t i f  
they suspect th a t lis ting  them  is 
a gentle needling operation, I ’m 
a fra id  I ’l l  have to plead g u ilty .

K A R L M A R X , by C. J. S.
Sprigge. The M acm illan  Co.,
New York-; 144 pp. $1.50.

This is a re p r in t o f a book firs t 
published in  Great B rita in  in  
1938. Its  reappearance tw o  dec­
ades l&ter in  Am erica is e v i­
den tly  part o f the runn ing  cam-' 
paign of the cap ita lis t propa­
gandists to keep “ tha t m an” 
buried.

The “ b iography”  begins w ith  
w hat appears to be sym pathetic 
treatm ent o f M a rx  as a youth, 
but as you read on you notice 
tha t the sym pathy evaporates at 
about the same ra te  as the ven­
om increases.

O ut o f a ll M a rx ’s great in te l­
lectual contributions, Sprigge 
discusses on ly  the Com m unist 
Manifesto, and th a t in  the most 
cursory fashion.

Instead o f the M a rx  tha t 
shook the w o rld  w ith  his ideas, 
the “ biographer”  cu lls the books book.

fo r un favorab le  personal de­
ta ils  about the  founder o f sci­
en tific  socialism. The p o rtra it 
tha t emerges is o f a m egalo­
maniac, an enorm ously se lf- 
centered, ruthless, em bittered 
poseur, whose centra l d rive  was 
am bition to  w in  personal d ic ­
ta to rsh ip  o f the  socialist m ove­
ment.

To d rive  the po in t home; 
Sprigge cuts Engels to the  same 
pattern. To believe th is  book you 
w ould  take both geniuses as 
no th ing more than pe ttifogg ing  
po litic ians whose horizon was 
not an inch above th a t to  be 
found in  any w ard  heeler.

And, o f course, the  d ia lectic 
is p rope rly  sneered at, as is 
M a rx ’s c la im  to  have discovered 
a scientific approach to  the  evo­
lu tio n  o f society.

B r ie f as i t  is, you can p ro fit­
ab ly sk ip  th is  monstrous l i t t le

—J; HI

A d v e r t is e m e n t A d v e r t is e m e n t

Why not pass this copy of the 
M ilitant on to a friend?

Xmas Book List
To be sure you get w ha t you w ant, buy yo u r ho liday 

g if t  books now. Prices include postage and m a iling  cost.
L I K E  O N E  O F  T H E  F A M IL Y ,

b y  A l ic e  C h ild re s s .  L o o k in g  a t  th e  
w o r ld  th ro u g h  th e  eyes o f  a N e g ro  
d o m e s t ic  w o rk e r .  S h o r t  s to r ie s , 
s e n s it iv e ly  a-nd b e a u t i fu l ly  w r i t t e n .  
P a p e r, $1 .25 .

O N  T H E  L IN E ,  b y  H a rv e y  
S w a d o s . A  m o v in g  p o r t r a y a l  o f  
n in e  m e n  w h o  w o r k  o n  a n  a u to m o ­
b ile  a s s e m b ly  lin e .  C lo th ,  $1 .25 . 
O r ig in a l ly  $3 .7 5 .

P O R T F O L I O  O F  K A E T H E  
K O L L W I T Z  D R A W IN G S . N i n e  
d e e p ly  m o v in g  s tu d ie s  o f  p e a s a n ts , 
m o th e rs  a n d  c h i ld re n ,  in c lu d in g  an  
e x q u is ite  s e l f - p o r t r a i t .  $ 1 .2 5 . O r ig ­
in a l ly  $3.

H IS T O R Y  O F  T H E  IN T E R N A ­
T IO N A L  S O C I A L I S T  Y O U T H  
M O V E M E N T  T O  1 92 9 . Y o u n g  S o ­
c ia l is t  , F o ru m  P u b lic a t io n .  G ood  
g i f t  f o r  a y o u n g  f r ie n d ,  o r  io r  
y o u r s e lf  i f  y o u  h a v e n 't  re a d  i t .  
S t r ik in g  d r a w in g  b y  K a e th e  K o l l -  
w itz ,  " N o  M o re  W a rr ,"  o n  c o v e r . 
M im e o g ra p h e d . $.65.

J A C K  L O N D O N : A M E R IC A N
R E B E L , b y  P h i l ip  S. F o n e r. A  c o l­
le c t io n  o f  L o n d o n 's  s o c ia l w r i t in g s  
to g e th e r  w i th  a s tu d y  o f  th e  m a n  
a n d  h is  t im e s . P a p e r. $ l . 2 5 v

T H E  IR O N  H E E L ,  b y  J a c k  L o n ­
d o n . T h e  p o w e r fu l s o c ia l is t  n o v e l 
in  w h ic h  th e  a u th o r  p r o p h e t ic a l ly  
fo re s a w  fa s c is m . A  p e r fe c t  g i f t .  
P a p e r. $1 .45 .

F R A N C IS  B A C O N , P h ilo s o p h e r  
o f  I n d u s t r ia l  S c ie n ce , b y  B e n ja m in

F a r r in g to n .  B io g r a p h y  o f  a m a ­
t e r ia l is t  t h in k e r  p la c e d  in  h is  so - 
c ia l-e c o n o m ic *  s e t t in g .  C lo th .  $1 .25 . 
O r ig in a l ly  $3 .50 .

W H A T  H A P P E N E D  IN  H IS ­
T O R Y , £ y  V .  G o r d o n ' C h ild e . A  
M a r x is t  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  th e  s to r y  
o f  h u m a n  s o c ie ty  t h ro u g h  th e  de« 
c lin e  o f  th e  R o m a n  e m p ire . P a p e r. 
$ .85.

T H E  P R O P H E T  U N A R M E D ,
T r o t s k y :  19 2 1 -1 9 2 9 , b y  Is a a c  D e u t*  
s c h e r. A  fa s c in a t in g  b lo w - b y - b lo w  
a c c o u n t o f  th e  s t ru g g le  a g a in s t  th e  
r is e  o f  th e  S t a l in is t  b u re a u o ra c y .  
C lo th .  L is t ,  $ 9 .5 0 ; s p e c ia l,  $8.

K A R L  M A R X , b y  F ra n z  M ^h rin g r. 
O ne  o f  th e  b e s t b io g ra p h ie s  o f  th e  
m a n  w h o  h a s  h a d  th e  g re a te s t  
im p a c t  o n  o u r  age . T h e  a u th o r ,  a n  
o u ts ta n d in g  M a r x is t ,  d e s c r ib e s 1 th e  
w h o le  t ro u b le d  p e r io d  in  w h ic h  th e  
m o d e rn  w o rk in g - c la s s  m o v e m e n t 
d e v e lo p e d . C lo th .  $4.

B A S IC  W R IT IN G S  O N  P O L IT IC S  
A N D  P H IL O S O P H Y . C o l l e c t e d  
w r i t in g s  o f  M a rx  a n d  E n g e ls , e d i t ­
ed b y  L e w is  S. F e u e r. P a p e r. $1 .4 5 .

T H E  G E N E R A L  H IS T O R Y  O F  
S O C IA L IS M  A N D  S O C IA l-  S T R U G ­
G L E S , b y  M . B e e r. F iv e  v o lu m e s  
b o u n d  in  tw o .  L is t ,  $ 1 2 .5 0 ; s p e c ia l,  
$5 .5 0 .

T H E  H IS T O R Y  O F  T H E  H A Y -  
M A R K E T  A F F A IR ,  b y  H e n r y  D a ­
v id .  A  c o n s c ie n t io u s  s tu d y  o f  o n e  
o f  A m e r ic a ’ s m o s t  fa m o u s  la b o r  
cases. C lo th .  L is t ,  $ 6 .7 5 ; s p e c ia l,v  
$5 .5 0 .

Books by Leon Trotsky:
H IS T O R Y  O F  T H E  R U S S IA N  

R E V O L U T IO N .  T h re e  v o lu m e s  in  
one . L is t ,  $ 1 2 .5 0 ; s p e c ia l.  $ I0 ;5 0 .

T H E  R U S S IA N  R E V O L U T IO N .  A  
g o o d  a b r id g e d  e d i t io n  o f  th e  H is ­
t o r y  o f  th e  R u s s ia n  R e v o lu t io n .
P a p e r  $1 .45 .

T H E  R E V O L U T IO N  B E T R A Y E D .
S p e c ia l f o r  th e  h o l id a y s :  c lo th ,  $ 2 ; 
p a p e r, $ I .

T H E  T H jIR D  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
A F T E R  L E N IN .  S p e c ia l fo r^  th e  
h o l id a y s :  c lo th ,  $ 3 ; p a p e r, $1 .50 .

T H E  L I V I N G  T H O U G H T S  O F  
K A R L  M A R X . P a p e r. $ .7 5 .

T H E  F IR S T  F IV E  Y E A R S  O F  
T H E  C O M M U N IS T  IN T E R N A T IO N ­
A L .  T w o  v p lu m e s . C lo th .  S p e d a l-  
f o r  th e  h o l id a y s :  $5 .50 .

L E N IN .  A  r e p r in t  ju s t  re le a s e d  o f  
th e  fq m o u s  s k e tc h e s , a n e c d o te s  a n d  
m e m o rie s  w r i t t e n  b y  T r o t s k y  a f te r  
th e  d e a th  o f  h is  c o m ra d e - in -a rm 's .  
C lo th .  $2 ,95 .

S T A L IN .  A  b io g ra p h y .  C lo th ,  
$ 3 .5 0 ; p a p e r, $1 .9 5 . ■ '

T R O T S K Y 'S  D IA R Y  IN  E X IL E :  
193S. H o l id a y  p r ic e :  $3 .5 0 . ,1'

L IT E R A T U R E  A N D  R E V O L U ­
T IO N .  C lo th .  L is t ,  $ 3 .7 5 ; s p e c ia l,  
$1 .9 8 .

Books by James P. Cannon:
N O T E B O O K  O F  A N  A G IT A T O R .

S o c ia l is t  jo u r n a lis m  a t  i t s  b e s t —  
h u m o r ,  ir o n y ,  sadn ess , a n g e r, th e  
in s p ir in g  v is io n  o f  th è  A m e r ic a  to  
be. A  c o l le c t io n  w r i t t e n  in  th e  h e a t 
af th e  c la s s  s t ru g g le .  A b o u t  th e  
b e s t p re s e n t  y o u  ca n  g iv e  som eone  
w h o  h a s  n e v e r  re a d  s o c ia l is t  l i t ­
e r a tu re  b e fo re . Speciarl f o r  th e  h o l i ­
d a y s :  c lo th .  $ 3 .2 5 ; p a p e r, $1 .95 .

H IS T O R Y  O F  A M E R IC A N  T R O T ­
S K Y IS M ^  T h e  fo u n d e r  o f  th e  So-

c ia l is t  W o rk e rs  p a r t y  t e l ls  a b o u t  
th e  d i f f i c u l t  e a r ly  d a y s  in  th e  
s t ru g g le  t o  b u i ld  a r e v o lu t io n a r y -  
s o c ia l is t  p a r t y  in  A m e r ic a .  C lo th ,  
$ 2 .7 5 ; p a p e r ,  $2. )

S T R U G G L E  F O R  A  P R O L E T A R *  
I A N  P A R T Y .  D o c u m e n ts  w r i t t e n  in  
th e  f ig h t  a g a in s t  th e  a n t i- S o v ie t  
fa o t io n  h e a d e d  b y  S h a c h tm W i- a tid * ’ 
B u rn h a m . A  m u s t  f o r  s tu d e n ts  Of- 
s o c ia l is t  p o l i t ic s .  C lo th ,  $ 2 .7 5 ; p a *  
p e r, $2.

Classics everyone should own:
M A R X -E N G E L S  S E L E C T E D  

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E . M o s c o w  ed- 
i t io n .  C o n ta in s  a s p m e w h a t d i f fe r e n t  
c o l le c t io n  f ro m  th e  A m e r ic a n  e d i­
t io n .  Q lo th . «$1.50.

L E T T E R S  T O  A M E R IC A N S , b y  
M a rx  a n d  E n g e ls . 1 8 4 8 -1 8 9 5 . A  se ­
le c t io n .  L is t ,  $ 4 ; s p e c ia l.  $3 .50 .

E C O N O M IC  A N D  P H IL O S O P H IC  
M A N U S C R IP T S  O F  184 4 , b y  K a r l  
M a rx .  C lo th .  $ I .

T H E  H O L Y  F A M I L Y ,  b y  M a rx  
a n d  E n g e ls . C lo th .  $1 .25 .

O N  R E L IG IO N ,  b y  M a rx  a n d  
E n g e ls . C lo th .  $1 .25 .

A N T I -D U H R IN G ,  b y  F re d e r ic k  
E n g e ls . K e r r  e d i t io n .  C lo th .  $3.

D IA L E C T IC S  O F  N A T U R E , b y  
F r e d e r ic k  E n g e ls . C lo th .  $ 1.50..

M A T E R IA L IS M  A N D  E M P IR O -  
C R IT IC IS M , b y  V . I. L e n in .  C lo th .  
$1 .50 .

T H E  E S S E N C E  O F  C H R IS T IA N ­
I T Y ,  b y  L u d w ig  F e u e rb a c h . P a p e r. 
$1 .4 5 .

F U N D A M E N T A L  P R O B L E M S  O F  
M A R X IS M , b y  C . V . P le k h a n o v . 
M im e o g ra p h e d . $1 .5 0 .

t h e  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  T H E  
M O N IS T  V IE W  O F  H IS T O R Y . In  
D e fe n se  o f  M a te r ia l is m ,  b y  G . 1 V . 
P le k h a n o v .  C lo th .  $1 .35 .

U N A D D R E S S E D  L E T T E R S  and 
A R T  A N D  S O C IA L  L IF E ,  b y  G . V . 
P le k h a n o v .  C lo th .  $1.

F O U N D A T IO N S  O F  C H R IS T IA N ­
IT Y ,  b y  K a r l  K a u ts k y .  C lo th .  L is t .  
$ 5 .5 0 ; s p e c ia l,  $3. N

T H O M A S  M O R E  A N D  H IS  
U T O P IA ,  b y  K a r l  K a u ts k y .  C lo th .  
$3 95.

C O M M U N IS M *  IN  C E N T R A L  E U ­
R O P E  IN  T H E  T IM E  O F  T H E  R E -  
F O R M A T IO N , b y  K a r l  K a u ts k y .  
C lo th .  L is t ,  $ 6 ; s p é c ia l,  $4 .9 5 .

T H E  I .W .W . ,  A  s tu d y  o f  A m e r i­
c a n  S y n d ic a l is m ,  b y  P a u l B r is s e n r  
den . L is t ,  $ 7 .5 0 ; s p e c ia l,  $3 .7 5 .

T H E  A U T O B IO G R A P H Y  O F  B IG  
B I L L  H A Y W O O D . O r ig in a l ly  ¿ 4 .50 . 
C lo th .  $2 .25 .

C A S T E , C L A S S , A N D  R A C E , b y  
O liv e r  C ro m w e ll C o x . L is t ,  $ 7 .5 0 ; 
s p e c ia l,  $3 .7 5 .

B L A C K  R E C O N S T R U C T IO N  IN - 
A M E R IC A  1 8 6 0 -1 8 8 0 , b y  W . E . B . 
D u B o is . L is t ,  $ 6 .5 0 ; s p e c ia l,  $3 .9 5 .
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Public or Private Matter?
The Am erican people are ge tting  a 

fresh rem inder of the power of the Cath­
o lic  h ie ra rchy in  the p o litica l life  of th is  
country. In  the cu rren t controversy around 
the issue of b ir th  contro l, the leaders of 
both m a jo r parties have demonstrated tha t 
they e ithe r support or refuse to oppose 
reactionary papal social dogma.

The debate opened when the New 
Y o rk  Tim es pu t some d irec t questions to 
Senator John Kennedy, a Catholic con­
tender fo r  the Dem ocratic presidentia l 
nom ination.

Last sum mer a presidentia l study 
com m ittee recommended th a t the govern­
m ent make b irth -co n tro l in fo rm a tion  
available to countries tha t requested it. 
Then on Nov. 25 the bishops of the C a th -, 
o lic  C hurch declared th a t no Catholic 
could support the use of pub lic  funds fo r 
the dissem ination o f b irth -co n tro l in fo r­
m ation at home o r abroad.

F o llow ing  th is, P rotestant Bishop 
James A. P ike asked i f  the declaration was 
b ind ing  on C atholic candidates fo r  pub lic  
Office. The Tim es took i t  from  there in  its 
questions to Kennedy. In  a crude e ffo rt to 
duck the question o f w hether he w ould 
oppose g ran ting  such in fo rm a tion  i f  i t  
were requested, Kennedy declared tha t he 
opposed “ advocating”  b ir th  con tro l fo r 
other countries.

The other presidentia l aspirants qu ick ­
ly- fe ll in  line. N ixon  and Lyndon Johnson 
refused to comment. New Y o rk ’s M ayor 
Wagner, a Catholic w ith  an eye on the 
Dem ocratic v ice-presidentia l nom ination, 
agreed four-square w ith  Kennedy’s evasion 
o f the issue. C a lifo rn ia ’s G overnor B rown,

another possible Catholic presidentia l nom­
inee, also was against “ im posing”  b ir th  
contro l on other countries.

A d la i Stevenson, H ube rt H um phrey 
and S tew art Sym ington issued ca re fu lly  
worded statements in  favo r o f sending 
b irth -co n tro l in fo rm a tion  abroad i f  and 
when requested. None of them  dared to 
speak out against the C atholic h ie ra rchy ’s 
declaration o f w a r against the use o f,pub lic  
funds fo r  the dissem ination of b irth -con­
tro l in fo rm a tion  in  any coun try  — inc lud ­
ing  the U n ited  States of Am erica.

B u t the c lim ax came when President 
E isenhower declared Dec. 2 th a t he w ould  
not argue w ith  the Catholic Church about 
its  opposition to b ir th  con tro l bu t he^would 
argue against the governm ent m aking 
b irth -co n tro l in fo rm a tion  availab le to 
anyone.

E isenhower’s support of the Catholic 
po licy  declaration is in  line  w ith  the long­
standing fake argum ent tha t b ir th  contro l 
is a p riva te  m a tte r in  w h ich  the govern­

m e n t  should rem ain  “ neu tra l.”  The m atte r 
doesn’t  happen to be p riva te  because many 
areas have made i t  illega l fo r even doctors 
to give b irth -co n tro l in fo rm ation . O ther 
areas place legal restric tions on sale of 
the devices.

B irth -co n tro l in fo rm a tion  and service 
is pa rt of pub lic  health  and welfare. I t  
should be taken fo r granted. People whose 
re lig ious beliefs bar them  from  reading 
about or using b irth -co n tro l devices need 
not, as a p riva te  m atte r, ava il themselves 
of such a social service. B u t i t  should not 
be denied the rest of the people because 
the Catholic h ie ra rchy  considers i t  a pub­
lic  m a tte r to prevent them.

Those Demanding Panamanians
People in  other countries can always 

re ly  on the U n ited  States governm ent fo r 
a fa ir  shake, even i f  th e ir  demands are 
unreasonable. This was proved once again 
when President E isenhower declared un­
equ ivoca lly  at a Dec. 2 press conference 
th a t there should be “ some visual evidence” 
th a t the people of Panama have a m inor 
legal c la im  to th e ir  own country.

The P resident, to o k  his stand as a re­
su lt of a Panamanian Independence Day 
celebration Nov. 28 when more than 1,000 
people of th a t coun try  tr ie d  to figh t th e ir  
w ay through bayonet-armed U.S. troops to 
p lan t the flag o f Panama in  the Canal Zone 
where on ly  the U.S. flag is pe rm itted  even 
though i t  is Panamanian te rr ito ry .

D riven  out o f the area, the demonstra­
tors stoned U.S. p rope rty  and business 
places in  Panama C ity . “ Uncle Sam”  was 
burned in  e ffigy. I t  was the second such 
dem onstration in  a m onth. M a jo r cause of

the flare-up is the fee ling  among Pana­
manians th a t the trea ty  under w h ich  the 
U.S. occupies the Canal Zone is h ig h ly  
d iscrim ina to ry . Am ong other th ings they 
resent the fac t tha t Panamanian w orkers 
in  the Zone average about $150 a m onth 
in  wages w h ile  U.S. citizens d raw  about 
$600. They also charge they are deprived 
o f -the oppo rtun ity  of ho ld ing sk illed  jobs.

The P resident’s peace o ffering  has 
the backing of the State D epartm ent w h ich  
s trong ly  favors p e rm ittin g  the Panaman­
ian flag to be flow n on holidays. B u t th is  
is being resisted by the Defense D epart­
m ent w h ich  points out th a t w ith  such a 
concession the Panamanians w i l l  w an t to 
fly  th e ir  flag a ll the tim e.

The State D epartm ent has also leaked 
in fo rm a tion  tha t i t  is seriously considering 
reserving 20 places fo r  Panamanians in  
apprentice tra in in g  courses fo r sk illed  jobs. 
W hat more can those people ask for?

End of the "American Socialist"
The editors of the Am erican Socialist, 

an independent m on th ly  magazine, an­
nounced in  th e ir  December issue th a t they 
are ceasing publication. T h e ir reasons are 
financ ia l d ifficu ltie s  and pessimism over 
im m ediate p o lit ica l prospects fo r the so­
c ia lis t m ovem ent in  the U n ited  States.

The period ica l was founded s ix  years 
ago by  a group th a t le ft  the  Socialist W ork­
ers pa rty . They hoped to blaze a w ay out 
o f the isolation from  w h ich  the socialist 
m ovem ent has long suffered. B y  ca re fu lly  
eschewing “ sectarianism ,”  they sought to 
gain a w ide  audience fa ir ly  rap id ly . B u t 
;the ven tu re  proved im practica l. Insofar 
as i t  was socialist, the magazine encount­
ered the d ifficu ltie s  th a t every socialist 
undertak ing  confronts nowadays. Because, 
they  lum ped together “ dogma”  and va lid  
M a rx is t concepts, they  proved unable to 
develop the cohesive body o f theory  and 
program  needed to stand up against the 
adverse circumstances o f the times. M ore­
over, the editors de libera te ly  cut o ff a ll 
connection w ith  th e ir  T ro tsky is t past, 
•which d id  not help them  as in terest re­
v ived  in  T ro tsky ’s views.

In  a fu tu re  issue we hope to discuss 
the experience of the A m erican Socialist 
a t greater length. For the tim e  being we 
w ish  to comment on ly  on a p red iction  in  
the  fin a l statement of the editors w ith  
Which m any radicals, we th in k , w ou ld  like  
to  agree. Th is is tha t Am erica is due fo r  a 
new upsurge of rad ica lism  in  the 1960’s.

The prognosis is re a lis tica lly  founded, 
in  our opinion. I t  seems a ll the more i l ­
log ica l fo r a socialist magazine to cease 
pub lica tion  on the eve o f such an im pend­
ing  development. T h e ir exp lanation is in  
part:- “ O f course, the L e ft is now too 
shrunken to p e rm it any co n tin u ity  be­
tween the movements of the th ir tie s  and 
any m anifestations in  the sixti.es.”

The im p lica tions o f th is  statem ent are 
(1) th a t socialists have no genuine ro le  to 
pe rfo rm  now; (2) th a t the  w orkers and 
you th  coming to socialism in  the  period 
ahead can dispense w ith  past socialist ex­
perience, tra d itio n  and program .

Does h is to ry  bear th is  out? N ot a t a ll! 
E very great movement —  and not ju s t 
socialism —  has undergone a tim e  of ges­
ta tion ; a period w hen sometimes on ly  a 
hand fu l kept a live  the ideas tha t were 
absolute ly essential to subsequent success. 
Today in  Am erica, we are p ro found ly  con­
vinced, i t  depends on w ha t some hundreds 
o r few  thousands do to assure tha t hun­
dreds of thousands and m illio n s  take up 
socialism later.

W hen the new upsurge begins in  the 
1960’s where w i l l  the firs t wave find  the 
program  they need? W ho w i l l  have to ld  
them  about socialism in  the firs t place? 
We th in k  th a t h is to ry  w i l l  repeat itse lf. 
The firs t new d ra ft of socialists w i l l  in ­
ev itab ly  jo in  an ex is ting  socialist party . 
A t  th a t po in t the q u a lity  of the p a rty— not 
it's in it ia l size—w il l  prove to be decisive. 
“ Q u a lity ”  in  a pa rty  consists o f its  pro­
gram  and the liv in g  heritage o f experience 
embodied in  its  “ veterans.”

The in te rna tion a l socialist movement 
since its  o rig in  has never suffered a break 
in  con tinu ity . That is a h is to ric  fact. True, 
great mass upsurges have been separated 
by decades in  w h ich  the M a rx is t heritage 
has been m ainta ined by on ly  a Spartan 
band. B u t the “ shrunken”  size d id  not 
e lim ina te  the h is to ric  necessity fo r  the 
qu a lita tive  continuation. Take the rad i- 
calization of the th ir tie s  w h ich  the editors 
of the Am erican Socialist reca ll nostalgic­
a lly . The rad ica l ideas tha t then swept the 
coun try  can be traced d ire c tly  to the 
groups tha t nu rtu red  them  in  the preced­
ing  d if f ic u lt years o f m oney-grubb ing and 
w itch -h u n tin g  in  the twenties.

In  short, we believe tha t every social­
is t today has a v ita l func tion  to pe rfo rm — 
namely, to  advocate socialism. To do th is  
most e ffective ly  requires organization, and 
the best fo rm  of organization is a revo lu ­
tionary-socia lis t pa rty . We hope tha t par­
tisans o f the Am erican Socialist w i l l  take 
th is  occasion to th o u g h tfu lly  consider w ha t 
the Socialist W orkers p a rty  re a lly  has to 
offer in  the w ay of perspective fo r  the 
fu tu re .

Presents Class-Struggle Program

A t National Assembly of Labor in London, Gerry Healy, national secretary of the Socialist 
Labor League, presents iive-point program for achieving unity in action of British lefi-w ing  
unionists. Seated left is Brian .Pearce, co-editor of Labor Review, bi-monthly Marxist journal. 
A t the right is Brian Behan, chairman of the Socialist Labor League and well-known militant 
unionist. Banner calls for "Unity in Action" and refers to Newsletter, weekly paper of the So­
cialist Labor League.

The development of a militant 
left wing in the British trade- 
union and Labor party move­
ment was given new impetus 
with a highly successful Na­
tional Assembly of Labor held in  
London Nov. 15.

More than 700 delegates, ob­
servers and v is ito rs attended 
the conference. There were 283 
elected delegates representing 
fac to ry  groups, bu ild ing-trades 
workers, dockers, coal miners, 
ra ilroad  workers, peace organi­
zations, Labor youth  sections, 
co-operative groups, colonial o r­
ganizations and Com m unist and 
Labor party  groups. A bout 500 
attended a s im ila r conference 
held a year ago.

Dedicated to u n itin g  and 
bu ild ing  B ritish , le ft-w in g  forces 
on the basis o f a class-struggle 
socialist program, the confer­
ence was sponsored by the So­
c ia lis t Labor League. The Lea­
gue is a revo lu tionary  M arx is t 
grouping th a t hais côme under 
sharp a ttack from  the rig h t- 
w ing  leaders o f the Labor party  
and from  the  cap ita lis t press fo r 
its m ilita n t socialist v iews and 
its support to w orkers struggles.

Five-Point Program

A fte r  an a ll-day discussion 
partic ipated in by unionists and 
other delegates o f various 'shad­
ings of socialist opinion, the 
conference unanim ously endors­
ed a five -po in t resolution in tro ­
duced by the N ational C om m it­
tee o f the Socialist Labor Lea­
gue along w ith  amendments 
offered by tw o trade-union 
groups.

The resolution called fo r: “ A n  
end to the m anufacture and 
testing o f the H -bom b as w e ll as. 
the destruction of a ll existing 
stockpiles o f atom ic weapons. 
Thé strengthening o f the figh t 
fo r  the 40-hour week, h igher 
wages, defense o f jobs and de­
fense of shop stewards, against 
ren t increases. A  fig h t fo r  the 
extension of nationa lization, a 
figh t against oppression in  the 
colonies and against racia lism  in  
B rita in . A  figh t against the bans 
and proscriptions inside the en­
tire  Labor m ovem ent and the 
trade unions.”

The Nov. 21 issue o f the 
Newsletter, w eekly paper of the 
Socialist Labor League reports 
th a t many rank-and-file  union 
leaders, who have gained p rom ­
inence by th e ir  ro le  in  recent 
s tr jke  struggles, partic ipated in  
the conference “ and th e ir pres­
ence was a pow e rfu l demonstra­
tion  o f confidence in  the Social­
ist Labor ^League.”

The significance o f the gath­
ering was expressed in  a speech 
of greetings by G. D. W illiam s, 
vice-president o f the Ceylon 
Federation o f Labor.

" I have listened very carefully 
to the speakers," he said, "and 
I  am very impressed by this 
gathering of m ilitant British 
workers. I  am convinced you 
have taken a great step forward 
today."

The delegates and v is ito rs 
were welcomed by B rian  Behan, 
w e ll-know n  B ritish  un ion is t and 
N ationa l C h a i r m a n  o f the 
League.

Discussing the program  o f ac­
tion  being offered to the con­
ference, Behan said, “ We mean 
to solve the crisis o f capita lism  
at the expense o f the capitalists 
by th e ir rem oval and the estab­
lishm ent o f a socialist society.

“ This weekend we w il l  be de­
cid ing on a d iffe ren t program , a 
d iffe ren t method of struggle 
from  pa§t po litica l organizations 
in B rita in ,”  he said. “ We w il l  
discuss how best we can un ite  
the w o rk in g  class in  struggle. 
When we say that, we also say 
th a t we re jec t the  ‘ re fo rm is t 
methods of solving the problems 
in society.”

The League’s resolution was 
moved by G erry Healy, its  na­
tiona l secretary. R eply ing to 
press charges th a t the Socialist 
Labor League was responsible 
fo r “ fom enting ”  recent uno f­
fic ia l strikes in  B rita in , H ealy 
pointed out th a t the employers 
hoped to use such propaganda 
to set the stage fo r an ti-s trike  
legislation.

Real Cause of Strikes

The. real cause o f the strikes, 
he observed ’ are the capitalists, 
who refuse to pa rt w ith  even a 
small am ount o f th e ir vast p ro f­
its  to  meet the needs o f the 
workers. He also sharp ly scored 
r ig h t-w in g  union leaders who 
condemned the uno ffic ia l strikes 
b u t refused to do anyth ing  about 
the problem  o f unemployment.

Each of the points in  the p ro ­
gram  of action proposed by the 
League, Healy said, already has 
the support o f a considerable 
num ber o f w orkers throughout 
B rita in . Discussing the proposal 
fo r  scrapping atom ic weapons, 
he said, "The struggle for peace 
is all important. We believe that 
the road to peace is the fight on 
the class front for socialism . . . 
We are opposed to class collab­
oration on the question of peace. 
We therefore believe that a so­
cialist Britain should stop the 
manufacture of the H-bomb as 
part of the international strug­
gle against imperialism as a 
whole."

Com m enting on the recent 
racist mob attacks on Negroes 
in  London, H ealy said, “ The 
struggle against racia lism  is 
bound up w ith  the struggle fo r  
colonial independence. We must 
march hand in  hand w ith  the

in Britain 
Assembly

colonial people. Each tim e  they 
weaken im peria lism  so they 
fac ilita te  our struggle here. I f  
we p e rm it any k in d  o f wedge 
to be d riven  between ourselves 
and the colonia l people we w il l  
not get socialism in  B rita in .”  

The delegates voted to con­
vene again in  12 m onths and to 
fo llo w  up the N ational Assem­
b ly  o f Labor w ith  s im ila r ones 
in  th e ir  local areas. A  London 
Assembly o f Labor has been 
announced fo r  M arch 6.

The conference, w h ich  was 
attacked by r ig h t-w in g  union 
and Labor pa rty  leaders, and 
officia ls o f the Com m unist pa rty , 
received extensive p u b lic ity  in  
the da ily  press and over te le ­
vision.

LO SING  T H E IR  SHIRTS
Am erican corporations no\y 

have assets o f about one tr il l io n  
dollars, according to the In te r ­
nal Revenue Service.

'Quis Custodiet Ipsos Custodes?
“ Quis custodiet ipsos custodes?”  asked the Roman poet. 

This was transla ted by the irre ve re n t Gay N ineties in to  the 
suggestive' re fra in , “ W ho takes care o f the caretaker’s 
daughter when the caretaker’s*-
o ff tak ing  care?”

That in tr ig u in g  q u e s t i o n  
comes to m ind a fte r reading the 
stories about the rigged T V  quiz 
show. The Federal Communica­
tions Commission was l o n g  
know n as the pub lic  custodian, 
guardian, watch dog or w ha t 
have you of the a ir waves. I t  is 
empowered by Congress to in ­
vestigate and crack down on the 
broadcasting of false and m is­
leading statements, to prevent 
frauds and deceits, to  make 
rules and revoke broadcasting 
licenses.

Not on ly  d idn ’t ’th is  caretaker 
or w atch dog take care or watch. 
W h ile  the T V  scandal festered 
in the newspapers fo r almost a 
year, the FCC kept ve ry  busy 
tak ing  care not to look. F in a lly  
an almost, b u t not quite, equally 
re luc tan t dragon, the House 
C'ommitte on Leg is la tive  O ver­
sight, called hearings, issued 
subpoenas and lif te d  the. cu rta in  
on the backstage preparation o f 
the T V  quiz shows.

H ow  exp la in  the FCC’s bash­
fulness? A ren ’t  “ pi-obes”  p o lit ic ­
al bonanzas? D idn ’t  T rum an get 
the V ice-Presidency because he 
headed one, d idn ’t  K e fauve r 
become a na tiona l contender 
s im ila rly?  A nd  as fo r  the M c­
C arthy era . . .  A  recent column 
by D rew  Pearson rem inds us 
w hy  the po litic ians on the FCC 
exercised s u c h  se lf-restra in t 
when offered a chance to inves­
tigate a scandal so-rich in  head­
lines.

Such a probe w ou ld  get the 
goods on the caretaker’s daugh­
ter, i f  we may so personify the 
T V  industry.. B u t —  and here’s 
the rub  —  i t  w ou ld  reveal once 
more and perhaps in  greater 
deta il, how  the caretaker was 
also being taken care of.

Just a couple o f years ago .the 
FCC itse lf was subjected to an 
investigation. Th is was an in ­
vestigation forced on the House 
Com niittee on Legis la tive O ver­
s ight by a most deplorable over­
sight. Nam ely, a too zealous in ­
vestigator, a ,New Y o rk  profes­
sor named Bernard Schwartz. 
He was got r id  o f'as  q u ick ly  as 
possible by the b i - partisan 
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W ashington po litic ians, b u t no t 
before he had exposed b rib e ry  
and co rrup tion  in  the  hahdiog 
out o f T V  franchises. A ftp r  h is 
unceremonious r e m o v a l  the 
Com m ittee had to  go th rough  
the motions o f investigating  
some of w ha t Schwartz h<»d a l­
ready revealed. Then the d ir t  
was q u ick ly  swept back under 
the rug.

B u t lim ite d  as th a t “ investi­
gation”  was, i t  dea lt hard blows 
to the repu ta tion  o f the FCC, 
w h ich  ever since has been tre m ­
ulous w ith  fe a r o f fu r th e r ' .ex-, 
posure. FCC C hairm an John 
Doerfer, who owes his post to 
the late Senator M cC arthy, was 
revealed, fo r  example, to  have 
had a to u r cross-country fo r  
h im se lf and his w ife  paid fo r  by  
various stations and T V  broad­
casters’ associations and then to 
have draw n trave l and expense 
money fo r  the same fro m  the" 
U.S. Treasury. O f course, jfchat’s 
chicken feed, b u t D oerfer un ­
doubtedly w ou ld  have been 
qu ite  self-conscious about qu iz­
zing Charles Van Doren. The 
audience m igh t have suggested 
tha t they p lay “ I ’ve Got a Se­
cret.”

A  neglected mem orandum by  
Schwartz, to  the  annoyed in­
vestigating com m ittee said in 
part: “ Members o f the Commis­
sion [FCC] have had th e ir  room, 
board and o ther expanses (e.g. 
cafe, va let, go lf fees, etc.) paid 
by the industry  w h ile  a ttend ing  
indus try  convtentions. A t  the  
same tim e, these commissioners 
have claimed and received per 
diem fro m  the governm ent fo r  
l iv in g  expenses incurred  b y  
them  in  a ttend ing  the same 
conventions.”

“ Members o f the commission 
engage in  constant fraterniza-: 
tion  w ith  ind iv idua ls  and cor­
porations who appear as l i t i ­
gants before the commission.”

These innocent, guileless FCC 
commissioners ju s t cannot u n ­
derstand w hy  people ta lk  about 
greedy and heartless corpora­
tions when they have in  th e ir  
own personal experience a l­
ways found  them so fr ie n d ly  
and generous. —  G.L.

Headlines in Other Lands

Madison Avenue Is Losing 
Its Faith in Human Nature

The men in the gray flannel 
suits are tak ing  b lack m ourn ing 
olives in  th e ir m artin is . They 
fear the pub lic  is losing fa ith  in  
them and th a t there may even 
be enough pub lic  ind ignation  
stem ming from  the T V  scandals 
to b ring  some fo rm  o f govern­
ment regu la tion o f the $10-bil- 
lio n  advertis ing  industry.

A  “ depth”  study o f the s itua­
tion  in  the Nov. 25 W a ll Street 
Journa l finds gloom widespread. 
“ I t ’s another push tow ard  stat- 
ism,”  warns S. S. Larm on, presi­
dent o f the g ian t Young &  
Rubicam agency.

W illia m  Bernbach, whose New 
Y o rk  agency specializes in  “ o ff­
beat”  advertis ing, takes the ar­

tis tic  v iew po in t. Governrrient 
regulation, he argues, “ w il l  
ham string a ll our efforts to  be 
o rig ina l.”

(Exam ple: The Federal Trade 
Commission recently got around 
to speaking up against the ra th ­
er o rig ina l c la im  th a t Colgate’s 
toothpaste guards you r teeth 
w ith  “ an inv is ib le  shield.” )
, Such steps ce rta in ly  confirm  
M r. Bernbach’s contention tha t 
the a rtis t who isn’t  free can’t 
make “ a fresh im pact on the 
pub lic  m ind.”

H is conclusion is even gloom ­
ier: “ I ’m  a fra id  people are going 
to th in k  a ll advertis ing is dis­
honest —  at least fo r  a w h ile .”

De Gaulle Regime 
Hit by Effective 
One-Day Strike

For the firs t tim e  since he 
came to  power, General de 
Gaulle has faced the  pow er of 
French labor. On Nov. 2, w o rk ­
ers in  pub lic  services and gov­
ernm ent offices staged- a one- 
day s tr ike  in  protest against 
meager wage increases accord­
ed them  in  the 1960 budget. 
M a il, phone and tra ve l service 
was cu t sharply, a ir tra ff ic  v i r ­
tu a lly  paralyzed and o ther op­
erations ha lted  com plete ly. The 
three m a jo r Communist, Social­
is t and C atholic unions jo ined 
in  the  w a lkou t.

Dominican Dictator 
'Sentences' Castro 
To 30-Y ear Term

Generalissimo T ru jil lo , f r ig h t­
ened d ic ta to r o f the  Dom inican 
Republic, is s t i l l  try in g  to  con­
vince the w o rld  th a t the  th rea t 
to his ru le  comes from  outside 
“ p lo tters,”  no t the D om inican 
people.

So a D om inican court has sen­
tenced Cuban P rem ier F ide l 
Castro and Venezuelan P resi­
dent Rom ulo Betancourt to  30 
years at hard labor fo r  an “ a t­
tem pted invasion”  o f the island 
last June. A lso convicted in  
absentia was F ide l Castro’s 
brother, Raul. They headed a lis t 
o f  113 persons accused o f p a r­
tic ip a tin g  in  the “ p lan”  to  over­
th ro w  T ru jil lo . The cou rt also 
fined the  lis t $100,000,000.

Khrushchev Says 
Kremlin Split on 
Hungarian Revolt

Addressing the  Congress of 
the H ungarian Com m unist party, 
Dec. 2, Soviet P rem ier K h rush ­
chev confirm ed th a t some K re m ­
lin  leaders had opposed his de­
cision to  send troops to  crush 
the 1956 H ungarian  upris ing. He 
said the opposition had feared 
the effect on w o rld  opinion.

Khrushchev also ■ offered new 
argum ents to  ju s t ify  crushing 
the H ungarian strugg le  fo r  na­
tiona l independence and social­
is t democracy. He recalled the 
use o f Russian troops by Czar 
Nicholas against the H ungarian

revo lu tion  o f 1848 and the B r it-  
ish-Am erican in te rve n tio n  in  the 
post-W orld  W ar I I  G reek c iv il  
war.

H ungarian  C om m unist pa rty  
boss K adar in fo rm ed the  con­
gress th a t Soviet troops w ou ld  
continue to occupy the  country.

Ulbricht Becomes 
A  Medical Man

E ve ry th ing  happens fo r  the 
best in  the  best o f a ll bureau­
cra tic  worlds. The East German 
people have been suffering from  
a butter* shortage so severe tha t 
guards stationed at the  West 
German border are checking 
th a t no one takes any b u tte r ou t 
o f the Soviet zone. So on Nov. 
28, East Germ an C om m unist 
p a rty  leader W a lte r U lb r ic h t in ­
form ed the  people th a t in  other 
countries “ more and m ore doc­
tors are saying th a t excessive 
use o f b u tte r”  leads to  harden­
ing  o f the arteries. “ For the 
past year,”  he said, “ th is  has 
been an acute prob lem  fo r  us 
too.”  He d id n ’t  say whose a r­
teries w ere being hardened in  
East Germany.

The Politicians Talk 
But Krupp Is Still 
Turning O ut Profits

The West German governm ent 
protested Nov. 27 th a t no de­
cision had been made to  pe rm it 
A lfre d  K ru p p  to  keep his steel 
and coal empire. A  convicted 
w a r c rim ina l w ho 'he lped  H it le r  
to  pow er and enslaved hundreds 
o f thousands in  his factories d u r­
ing  the w ar, K ru p p  was ordered 
by the A llie d  powers to  divest 
h im se lf o f his steel and coal in ­
terests in  1953. The deadline 
passed 11 months ago w ith  the 
em pire o f the “ cannon k in g ”  
s t i l l  in ta c t and the  powers are 
s t i l l  discussing w ha t to  do about 
it .

Italian CP in Thaw 
Toward Eisenhower

P a lm iro  T og lia tti, leader of 
the Ita lia n  C om m unist party , 
and always a fa ith fu l supporter 
o f w hatever lin e  is cu rren t at 
the K re m lin , to ld  a recent press 
conference th a t his p a rty  w ou ld  
welcome a v is it by  President 
Eisenhower to  I ta ly  and th a t he 
fe lt  th a t Eisenhower had con­
tr ib u te d  to  the  re laxa tion  o f in -

te rna tiona l tensions. He also in ­
dicated th a t i f  the Ita lia n  gov­
ernm ent w en t along w ith ' the  
co ld -w ar thaw , the  CP w ou ld ,be  
ready to  support i t  in  p a rlia ­
m ent on various issues.

Canadian Unions 
Getting Behind 
New Labor Party

The fo rm a tion  o f a Canadian 
Labor p a rty  was g iven a m a jo r 
boost wherji i t  received the  solid 
backing o f the key O ntario  Fed­
eration o f Labor. The Canadian 
Labor Congress (equ iva len t o f 
the  A F L -C IO ) 'and the  Co-op-* 
e ra tive  Com m onw ealth ' Fédéra­
tion , a th ird  p a rty  movemënt, 
have jo in t ly  made plans fo r  a 
found ing  convention o f the nfeW 
pa rty  in  M ontrea l n e x t A p r il.

Support fo r  the  new  party , has 
been voted by  the labor federa­
tions o f O ntario, B r it is h  C olum ­
bia, Manitoba, A lb e rta  and Nova 
Scotia. On Nov. 1, some 800 rep­
resentatives o f O ntario  local 
un ion  P o litica l A c tion  Com*- 
m ittees unanim ously endorsed 
fo rm a tion  o f the  new  p a rty  and 
recommended th a t a d rive  be 
launched to  w in  loca l un ion  sup­
p o rt fo r  the  movement.

A  fe w  days la te r, th is  reso­
lu tio n  was endorsed b y  the  over­
w he lm ing  m a jo r ity  o f delegates 
to  the O ntario  Federation o f L a ­
bor. The o n ly  opposition votes 
came fro m  supporters o f Com­
m un is t p a rty  po licy. The CP is 
against fo rm a tion  o f the  new 
class party , advocating' instead 
th a t labor seek a “ coa lition ”  w ith  
lib e ra l elements in  the  cap ita lis t 
parties. '<■ V

. The U n ited  E lectrica l W orkers 
and the M ine,, M i l l  &  Sm elter 
W orkers have reflected th is  
po licy  by  re fus ing  to  endorse 
the new  party . B o th  unions w ere 
expelled fro m  the  labor federa­
tio n  at the beginning o f the  cold 
w a r and are using the  o ffic ia l 
po licy  o f the C LC leadership o f 
exclud ing them  fro m  the new  
pa rty  as a p re tex t fo r  non-sup­
port.

W orkers Vanguard, Canadian 
Socialist newspaper, has v ig o r­
ously protested exclusion o f any 
section o f labor fro m  the  new  
pa rty  and at the  same tim e 
pointed- ou t th a t the  best w ay 
the unions invo lved  can over­
come the  ban is b y  g iv ing , fu l l  
support to  th is  h ig h ly  progres­
sive p o lit ica l step o f establishing 
labo r’s ow n pa rty .

Left Wing Unionists in Britain 
Hold National Labor Assembly



When You're a Real 
Socialist, You're

i

One A ll the Time
Editor: « .

Y ou r ed ito ria l in  the {'Jov. 23 
M ilita n t [ “ Logical End fo r  So­
c ia l Democrats” ] was an eye- 
opener. Just before reading it, 
I  had read New Y o rk  A D A  News 
w h ich  carried an appeal fo r 
con tribu ting  “ reporters.”  I  a l­
most answered tha t appeal w ith  
a postcard, b u t d idn ’t. A fte r  I  
read you r ed ito ria l, I  knew 
W H Y  I  d idn ’t: socialists belong 
in  a group or p a rty  th a t advo­
cates socialism, o r they cease to 
be socialists. , v.

I  d id  respond to D r. R ub in­
stein’s le tte r in  the Guardian 
because I  deeply fe lt  tha t the 
answer to her query from  the 
Ta lm ud (“ I f  no t you, who? And 
i f  no t now, when?” ) was “ us 
and now.”

T ha t issue of the M ilita n t also 
carried a short on Page 1 headed 
“ H um an Guinea Pigs.”  I  was 
fired from  m y last job  (copy­
w r ite r  fo r a business magazine) 
fo r  refusing to w r ite  a feature 
condemning the federal leg is la­
tio n  recently passed, pu tting

new curbs on color - additives 
(supplem enting the Pure Food 
&  D rug A ct). I  had tr ied  to w rite  
tha t a rtic le  bu t m y fingers be­
came too paralyzed to type be­
cause o f the im m o ra lity  o f it. I  
guess when you ’re a real social­
ist you ’re one a ll the tim e —  no 
m atte r how  social conditions, 
the forces of reaction, and the 
desire to  pay you r ren t, com­
prom ise you.

I  hope a substantia l num ber 
of G uardian and M ilita n t read­
ers rep ly  to D r. R ubinstein (59 
West 71st St., New Y o rk  23), 
because socialism in  Am erica 
cannot be delayed. In  m y neigh­
borhood (4th A D ) P uerto 'R ican  
mothers and fathers . awake in 
the m orn ing (by a la rm  clock i f  
one is lu cky  enough to have a 
job ) to  find  th e ir  baby dead in  
its c rib : chewed to  death by 
rats. I f  I  have to develop an 
ulcer, I ’d  ra the r get i t  try in g  to 
bu ild  a socialist pa rty , than by 
w atch ing “ pro le tarians”  die of 
p riva tion , ignorance, exp lo ita ­
tion, inhum an ity , and in d iffe r­
ence (the la s t o f w h ich  I  and a 
lo t of other “ independents" and 
“ socialists”  have been*guilty  of).

Cynthia Speare
New York City

Brainwashed Public
Editor:

I f  I  were pub lish ing  you r pa­
per I  th in k  I  w ou ld  change its 
face, form at, I  guess you w ould 
call i t  —  i f  I  were financially, 
capable. A nd  I  w ou ld  defin ite ly  
stop using the words “ comrade”  
and “ socialism.”  The bra inw ash­
ing  against such th ings as so­
cialism  and comm unism is so 
intense tha t people are a fra id  
o f them  ju s t as they were bra in-, 
washed in to  being a fra id  of the 
w ord “ w itch .”

E.L.
Santa Rosa, Calif.

Suggests Stories 
On Socialist Future
Editor:

I  w ould  lik e  to see some a r t i­
cles w rit te n  about w ha t every­
day life  w ou ld  be like  under sq- 
cialism. In  our everyday struggle 
under capita lism  i t ’s easy to get 
lost in  you r troubles. A  short 
w eekly s tory describing social­
ism m igh t be insp iring  to  some 
readers —  not to  m ention edu­
cational.

J. K .
A kron , Chio

The Darwin Centennial
By Carl Goodman

On Nov: 24, the entire  w o rld  commemor­
ated the one-hundredth anniversary o f the pub­
lica tion  of an epoch-m aking w o rk  of science — 
Charles D a rw in ’s “ O rig in  o f Species.”

. In  th is  book, D a rw in  proved tha t the plants 
and animals on earth  today were no t created; 
they  evolved. Hum an k ind , too, evolved from  
a lower, species. These discoveries founded the 
science o f b io logy..

I t  was the social application o f D a rw in ’s 
laws of evo lu tion, however, th a t form ed the 
p rinc ipa l subject o f discussion at the centenary 
observances at the U n ive rs ity  o f Chicago. The 
m ain speaker was S ir Ju lian  H ux ley , grandson 
o f Thomas H uxley, the em inent b io log ist who 
defended D a rw in ’s theories against the attacks 
insp ired by organized re lig ion.
’  Man needs a new patte rn  o f th in k in g , said 
J iil ia n  H uxley, i f  he is to  cope successfully w ith  
the th rea t o f nuclear destruction in  a th ird  
W orld w ar. M an’s th in k in g  has evolved from  
tr ib a l beliefs in  magic to the rise d u ring  the 
last 300 years o f a “ science-centered pa tte rn  
organized round the concept o f hum an progress, 
b u t progress somehow under the contro l of 
supernatura l a u th o rity .”  H u x le y  predicted the 
evo lu tion  of a new patte rn  of ideas in  w h ich  the 
concept of evo lu tion w ou ld  be the “ centra l 
germ .”

“ In  the evo lu tionary  pa tte rn  o f thought 
there is no longer need or room fo r  the super­
na tu ra l,”  said H ux ley . “ E vo lu tiona ry  man can 
no longer . . . hbsolve h irpse lf from  the hard 
task of . . . p lanning his fu tu re  by re ly in g  on 
the w i l l  o f . . . providence.”

A c tu a lly , a science of society based on 
evo lu tion has a lready been developed. Tens of 
m illions  of people in  our epoch have become 
convinced o f the correctness o f th is  science and 
.of the v a lid ity  o f the program  o f action de­
r ive d  from  its laws. The Science was developed 
bjr K a r l M a rx  and F rederick Engels a t about 
th*e same tim e th a t D a rw in  developed his 
theories of na tu ra l evolution. In  fact, the laws 
o f M arx  and Engels’ science received accurate 
and succinct fo rm u la tion  in  1859 —  the same 
year th a t D a rw in  published his “ O rig in  of

Species”  —  in K a r l M a rx ’s book “ C ritique  of 
P o litica l Economy.”

W here H u x le y  looks to the evo lu tion  of 
ideas as p rov id ing  the clue to h is to ry, M arx  
showed th a t the economic structure  of society 
is “ the real foundation, on w h ich  rise legal and 
po litica l superstructures and to w h ich  corres­
pond defin ite form s o f social consciousness.”  
U nderly ing  the developm ent o f economic 
structures is the continuous developm ent of 
m an’s productive  forces. B u t the evo lu tion is no t 
smooth. A t a certa in  .stage, the given economic 
system —  and the laws, governm ent structures, 
re lig ions, connected w ith  the system —  prevent 
the fu r th e r g row th  o f the productive  forces. 
Society reaches a crisis th a t is resolved only 
th rough social revo lu tion .

M arx  live d  in  the heyday o f capitalism . 
B u t he foresaw th a t the p ro fit system w ould 
become a fe tte r on progress, ju s t as d id  the 
feudal and slave systems before they were 
overthrow n. A  social revo lu tion  by the w o rk ­
ing  class w il l  be requ ired to establish a h igher 
fo rm  o f society —  the planned economy of 
socialism.

M a rx  predicted tha t capita lism  w il l  be the 
“ closing chapter of the preh isto ric  stage of 
human society.”  W ith  the advent o f socialism, 
man w il l  be able a t last to d irect his own 
h is to ry.

M ankind  is thus at w ha t is probab ly the 
most cruc ia l tu rn in g  po in t in  a ll h is to ry . On 
the one hand an unbounded fu tu re  in a ra tiona l 
and harmonious society beckons. On the other 
hand, the s ti l l  unresolved social crisis poses a 
gigantic th rea t to hum anity .

D a rw in ’s proof th a t man is a p roduct of 
evo lu tion has ripped to shreds the supernatur­
a lism  th rough w h ich  the ru lin g  classes s ti l l  
seek to keep the m a jo rity  of m ankind in  a state 
o f helplessness. M a rx ’s laws o f social evo lu tion 
show how  m ankind  w il l  overcome th is  obstacle 
and go on to consciously shape its own destiny. 
The ideas of these tw o giants, set fo r th  in  the 
tw o  books they published 100 years ago, w i l l  
prove inva luable  in  he lp ing  hum an ity  to re ­
solve the contem porary social crisis.
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. . .  Negro Labor
(Continued from Page 1) 

ven tion  had “ accentuated the 
need”  fo r  an organization o f the 
type being form ed, th is  was not 
the cause o f i t ;  and he empha­
sized th a t the new group is “ pro- 
A F L -C IO .”

"People w ill probably say 
that we are seeking to estab­
lish a segregated trade-union 
organization of Negro w ork­
ers," Randolph warned. "That 
is not true. Our-new organiza­
tion w ill not engage in any 
form of collective bargaining. 
We simply believe that it  has 
become necessary to form a 
special organization to concen­
trate on segregation and dis­
crimination in the trade-union 
organizations."

Randolph further empha­
sized: "We are not and do not 
attempt to move in areas of 
operation of the NAACP, the 
National Urban League, the 
American C i v i l  Liberties 
Union and other organizations 
of a similar nature that are do­
ing such splendid work. We 
are prim arily concerned with  
the status of the Negro w ith ­
in the ranks of organized la ­
bor."

The conference estimated tha t 
over 2,500 delegates and v is i­
tors w il l  attend the  found­
ing convention in  A p ril.  I t  w il l  
dedicate its e lf to  the task of 
e lim ina ting  rac ia l segregation 
and d iscrim ination  w ith in  the 
labor m ovem ent at local, reg ion­
al and in te rna tiona l levels.

A  LO T OF BOMBS
U n ited  States production of 

uran ium  ore jum ped from  54,000 
tons in  1948 to more than s ix 
m illio n  tons th is  year.

Nkomo Asks for Aid 
Against British Rule

By Constance F. Weissman

The In te rna tiona l C om m it­
tee fo r the Defense of A fr ica  
held a m oney-raising banquet 
in  New Y o rk  on Novem ber 28 
to help the people in  C entra l 
A fr ica  in th e ir  figh t against 
union w ith  Southern Rhodesia. 
The speaker, Joshua Nkomo o f 
Southern Rhodesia, said a 
sound tru ck  was needed to 
a le rt villages to the dangers 
inherent in  the scheme of 
B ritish  im peria lism  to keep 
them  in subjugation by ' means 
of th is  union.

A lthough  M r. Nkomo apol­
ogized fo r his English, w h ich  
is no t his na tive  tongue, he 
need not have. He spoke w ith  
eloquence and gave an excel­
len t analysis of w ha t is going 
on in  every section o f A fr ica  
today. In  order to give the 
audience some background on 
A frican  events, he to ld, among 
other things, how in  every 
country in A frica  where there 
have been reports of ba rbar­
ousness, the bloodshed has 
been due to the im peria lists, 
be they B ritish , Belg ian or 
French. He pointed out tha t 
b u t fo r money from  the U nited 
States, the French w ou ld  be 
unable to wage w ar in  A lgeria .

He explained th a t in  his 
land, the A fricans had no rep­
resentation i n governm ent 
whatsoever. He said tha t the 
A fricans look to the Negroes 

* in  the U.S. fo r help.
“ You have the vote,”  he 

said. “ You can influence you r 
Congress not to support im ­
peria lists. This is a free coun­
try .”

Here the  audience o f Ne­
gro Americans w ith  one accord 
laughed b itte r ly .

M r. Nkom o amended his 
statement. “ Perhaps you are 
not e n tire ly  free, bu t I  am not 
here to critic ize  yo u r country.”

He to ld  of the atrocities 
com m itted in the name of 
guardianship by the im pe ria l­
ists. He said tha t a ll o f A frica  
was dvawn together in  b ro th ­
erhood, and tha t the Arabs, 
to, are brothers o f theirs. A l­
though the im peria lists, in  
th e ir e ffo rt to d iv ide  and rule, 
po in t out tha t the Arabs sold 
the A fricans in to  slavery, M r. 
N kom o asked: “ B u t wasn’t i t  
you, the im peria lists, who 
bought the slaves? I t  seems to 
us tha t firs t we should have 
no th ing  to do w ith  you. We 
know  tha t you made the 
A rabs sell us to w o rk  in  the 
diam ond mines and the cop­
per mines.”

When asked in the question 
period w hat Am ericans could 
do to help, he cited Israel. 
“ Look w ha t the people of 
Am erica have done to estab­
lish  a homeland fo r the Jews 
in  Israel. We are on ly  asking 
tha t these people who moved 
in to  o u r land k in d ly  leave. 
They have been there long 
enough. We w an t our own 
country back.”

Conrad Lynn , the c iv il 
righ ts  a ttorney, was enthusi­
astica lly applauded when he 
said, “ We, the Am erican Ne­
groes, look to you in  A frica  
to help set us free here.”

Denver T-H “ Oath”  Case 
Aims at Union on Strike

T IP  T O  U N IO N  NEG OTIATORS —  When 
you r contract comes up fo r  renewal i t  m igh t 
be w o rth  rem em bering one of the “ G rin  A nd 
Bear I t ”  cartoons by L ich ty . A  group of w orkers 
a t lunch are discussing contract demands. One 
.says: “ I th in k  our wage demands oughta be 
sim ple! . . .  A  wage increase based on the price 
increase they ’l l  get to  cover the cost o f our 
wage increase!”

•  *  *

C H ILD R E N  U N D ER ESTIM A TED  —  E x­
perim ents being conducted by tw o  Yale sociolo­
g is ts  indicate tha t re la tive ly  complicated lea rn ­
in g  can begin much ea rlie r than usua lly  as­
sum ed. W ork ing  w ith  an e lectric typ e w rite r on 
w h ich  ch ild ren  aged tw o  to fo u r select le tters 

.spoken or w ritte n  by the teacher, i t  was found 
th a t a ch ild  not ye t three could learn to read 
.and w rite  en tire  sentences and to read at the 
second-grade level in  s ix months. The expe ri­

m ente rs , Om ar K. Moore and A lan  R. Anderson, 
said the interests of pre-school and school c h il­
dren have been “ seriously m isjudged”  and th a t 
the  lack o f m otiva tion  in  school ch ild ren  may 
be the resu lt o f “ p r io r s tif l in g  of th e ir in te l l i­
gence.”

*  *  *

RACISTS BECOME CONCERNED W IT H  
ETH IC S — A  Chicago real-estate operator, 
H aro ld  C. Lew is, is try in g  to organize a move­
m ent to b lock the bu ild ing  o f an in tegrated 
housing developm ent a t Deerfield, a Chicago 
suburban v illage. The Progress Developm ent 
C orporation plans to bu ild  51 homes there and 
sell 10 or 12 o f them to Negroes. Opponents o f 
the p lan assert th e ir objection is no t to in te ­
gra tion  b u t to the fa c t tha t i t  was not announced 
in  advance. The developers pointed ou t th a t 
bu ilders w ho d iscrim inate against Negroes are 
no t compelled to state th is in  advance, so they 
reserved the same r ig h t fo r themselves.

• » •
U.S. DROPS PROSECUTION OF BROW ­

DER >— Tfhe Justice D epartm ent conceded N o v .. 
25 tha t i t  did not have the evidence to back up 
its  p e rju ry  charge against fo rm e r Com m unist 
p a rty  leader Earl B row der, and the ind ic tm ent 
handed down in  1952 was dropped. B row der 
and his late w ife  were accused of having  lied  to 
an im m ig ra tion  board. B row der said he hoped 
dismissal of the ind ic tm en t w ou ld  bring  an end 
to  governm ent harassment of his fa m ily .

*  *  #

W ANTS K HR USHC H EV TO COME BACK
—  A dolph Steinberg, a N ew Y o rk  subway 
straphanger, has urged Soviet P rem ier Khrush-- 
chev to v is it New Y o rk  again so th a t “ decent 
l ig h ts ”  m ig h t be provided in  the subways. H is

open le tte r to K hrushchev in  the New Y o rk  
D a ily  M irro r  was reprin ted  in  Pravda. A  T ran ­
s it A u th o r ity  spokesman conceded th a t 36-watt 
bulbs had been replaced by 100-watt bulbs in 
one o f the stations tha t Khrushchev had been 
scheduled to v is it. He said the station had been 
spruced up “ ju s t as you w ould  tid y  up yo u r 
homé fo r a guest.”  The sm all bulbs were pu t 
back, he said, because the sta tion ’s w ir in g  w ould  
have been overloaded and besides a b r ig h tly  
ligh ted  station w ould  have made the others 
seem even drearier.

•  •  *

T H A N K S G IV IN G  IN  M ISSO UR I —  On
Thanksg iv ing  eve, the federal governm ent re ­
ported th a t more than 2,000 pounds o f cran­
berries contam inated by the chemical weed 
k i l le r  w hich induces cancer in  rats had been 
sold in  Kansas C ity , Mo. The shipm ent was 
found to be ta in ted  on Nov. 19 b u t the order to 
seize i t  was not issued u n til s ix days la ter, ac­
cording to Sam D. Fine, chief o f the Kansas 
C ity  office of the Food and D rug A d m in is tra ­
tion.

*  *  »

N O TH IN G  SACRED —  We have never 
been p a rty  to the annual campaign to con­
vince l it t le  ch ild ren  there isn’t  any Santa Claus, 
bu t we feel i t  necessary to w arn  any young 
readers we may have in London to keep a sharp 
eye on the beardeçl gentleman. Accord ing to 
press reports, departm ent stores there are p lan ­
n ing to h ire  p riva te  detectives th is year who 
w i l l  be disguised as Santas.

* * *
H EATER DEATHS — Sixteen people have 

died since last summer as a resu lt o f using a 
certa in brand of bottle  gas heaters in  tra ilers. 
The P ub lic  H ealth Service warns th a t 2,100 of 
the heaters, made by the T h rum  Engineering 
Co., of E lkha rd t, Ind., were sold and th a t “ u n til 
thé last one is run  down there is a boobytrap 
to h it  the unsuspecting.”

*  *  *

W IN S C IT IZE N S H IP  F IG H T  —  A1 R ich­
mond, ed ito r o f the People’s W orld , a West 
Coast w eekly reflecting the views of the Com­
m unist pa rty , has won the r ig h t to re ta in  his 
citizenship. Federal au thorities filed a denatur­
a lization su it against h im  in  1952 sho rtly  a fte r 
his conviction, since reversed, under the Sm ith 
Act. Last week a federal judge th rew  out the 
governm ent's case w hich was based on the 
cla im  th a t Richmond had obtained his n a tu ra li­
zation papers through fraud  \yh ile  in  the arm y 
du ring  W orld  W ar II .  This c la im  was made 
despite the fact tha t in  app ly ing  fo r citizenship, 
R ichmond had acknowledged his membership 
in  the  C om m unist pa rty .

DEN VER  —  The Taft-Hartley  
"conspiracy" trial of leaders of 
the International Union of Mine, 
M ill & Smelter Workers, which 
is being staged while the union 
is involved in a major strike, is 
a scandalous example of a gov­
ernment - employer conspiracy 
against labor.

Three years ago, 14 present 
and foYmer officers o f the union 
were indicted fo r “ conspiring”  
to file  false “ non-com m unist”  
affidavits. W hen T a ft-H a rtle y  
was adopted, the union, lik e  
many others, instructed its o f­
ficers not to  sign the oath. In  
1949 i t  fo llow ed the example of 
the U n ited  S teelworkers in  re ­
versing th is  po licy  so as no t to 
be deprived o f N LR B  bargain­
ing rights. The governm ent 
charges th a t those ind icted had 
been members of the Com m un­
is t p a rty  and had on ly  pretend­
ed to resign when they signed 
the oath-

T r ia l was postponed tw ice. 
B u t on Nov. 2, w h ile  the union 
was entering the fo u rth  month 
o f a b itte r ly  fough t s tr ike  in 
vo lv ing  Kennecott Copper and 
other m a jo r producers, the gov­
ernm ent opened its prosecution.

The p rinc ipa l governm ent w it ­
nesses so fa r have been two

fo rm er union officials, Kenneth 
E ckert and James Peterson. 
Eckert is now  a paid o ffic ia l 
o f the U nited A u to  W orkers. 
Peterson is indus tria l re lations 
d irecto r fo r  the U tah Copper D i­
vision o f Kennecott.

A t  the ve ry  tim e  th a t Peter­
son has been o ffering testim ony 
against the union in  the tr ia l 
he has been d ire c tly  invo lved  in  
bargain ing sessions and is said 
to be the company’s p rinc ipa l 
strategist in  the strike.

Three of the 14 who were in ­
dicted broke w ith  the other de­
fendants at the beginning o f the 
tr ia l, pleaded no contest, and 
asked to have th e ir t r ia l  separ­
ated.

A n  ug ly  rac is t note was in ­
jected in to  the proceedings by 
A lto n  Lawrence, fo rm er south­
ern regional d irec to r of the 
union. He asked fo r  separation 
on the grounds tha t association 
w ith  A sbury  H oward, another 
o f the defendants, w ou ld  inc ite  
pub lic  opin ion against h im .

H oward, a vice president of 
the union, is the Negro leader 
w ho recently  was sentenced to 
s ix m onths on the chain gang in 
Bessemer, A la., fo r  hav ing  a 
poster made show ing a Negro 
praying fo r the r ig h t to vote.

San Francisco Lithographers 
Defend Union Working Rules

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 2 4 -  
Local 17 of the Amalgamated 
Lithographers of America went 
on strike yesterday against the 
16 biggest lithographic printers 
of this city. These shops employ 
1,150 of the 2,200 members of 
the local and, through their As­
sociation, bargain on terms for 
all the union shops.

M ain issue in  the s tr ike  is the 
employers insistence on rev is­
ing  w o rk ing  rules to give them 
un lim ited  righ ts  in  h ir in g , fir in g  
and transfe rring  employees. A l ­
so at issue is the bosses’ desire 
to have photographic w o rk  done 
or p rin tin g  plates made in  non­
union shops, or to be contracted 
fo r  abroad. Up to  now  contract 
clauses made i t  m andatory tha t 
a ll phases o f lithograph ic  p r in t­
ing be perform ed under union 
conditions. *

Besides a ttem pting  to under­
m ine union contro l in  th is  way, 
the employers propose to in ­
crease speed-up by reducing the 
w ork  force on certain presses, 
and to open the door to fu r th e r 
speed-up th rough  a cl&use in 
the contract a ffirm ing  the bosses 
“ r ig h t to manage”  th e ir shops. 
I f  these clauses were accepted, 
the employers declared, they 
m igh t consider a modest wage 
increase.

The b ig lithographers tried  to 
en lis t the sm all shops in  the ir 
w a r against the union by getting 
them to lock out th e ir  workers. 
B u t th is  a ttem pt fizzled as all 
bu t tw o o f the non-Association 
shops signed s tipu la tions w ith  
the un ion agreeing to a ll terms 
u lti}U 4te ly  reached w ith  the big

shops. They are continu ing  to 
operate.

However, the large shops are 
not standing alone in  th is figh t 
in  San Francisco. Some o f them  
are branches of nationw ide 
chains w ith  large p lants around 
the coun try ; a ll are members of 
the N ationa l L ithographers A s­
sociation, an employers’ group 
th a t has directed anti-un ion  
struggles in other cities. They 
see the San Francisco s trike  as 
a serious test o f strength.

L ik e  the steel companies, the 
b ig lithographers consider the 
question o f union contro l more 
crucial than wages r ig h t now. 
W ith  the recently passed Ken- 
nedy-Landrum -G riffin  law  they 
feel tha t they have a new  wea­
pon fo r  use against the unions. 
The bosses can be expected to 
try  ou t some o f its provisions 
against the Am algam ated L ith o ­
graphers in  San Francisco.

Boon to Boy Scouts
The New Y o rk  C ity  Council 

approved a b il l  Nov. 24 banning 
youths under 21 from  carry ing  
knives o r any other “ edged or 
pointed instrum ent.”  The law, 
intended to curb delinquency, 
w ould exem pt Boy Scouts and 
hunters and fishermen.

Councilm an Stanley Isaacs 
said the law  w ou ld  p revent a 
young man from  b ring ing  a pack 
o f razor blades home from  the 
store o r a young wom an from  
carry ing  a ha t pin.

Democratic m a jority  leader 
Sharkey replied, “ W e're at w ar 
w ith  the  hoodlums and bums.”

... SteelBarons
(Continued from Page I )

A F L-C IO  .president G e o r g e  
Meany th a t E isenhower ca ll a 
sum m it conference o f top labor 
and indus try  leaders to estab- 
1 i s h “ harmonious relations,”  
was given short s h r ift by  indus­
t r y  spokesman Charles R. S ligh 
Jr., executive vice-president of 
the N ationa l Association of 
Manufacturers.

We’ve gone a ll th rough tha t 
before, commented S ligh Jr., and 
“ we couldn’t  agree on anyth ing .”  
ir'ffwever, he added, i f  President 
Eisenhower suggests such a 
meeting, the N A M  “ w il l  p rob­
ab ly go along w ith  it .”  Such d is­
cussions, he observed, “ have 
never w orked before”  and he in ­
dicated there was no Reason to 
believe they w ou ld  w o rk  now.

The problem  w ould  be solved, 
according to S ligh, i f  labor lead­
ers w ould  agree “ to do away 
w ith  union m onopolistic prac­
tices.”  That is the k in d  o f action 
the N A M  w i l l  press for. I t  is 
now  engaged in  collecting a w ar- 
chest- to p u t i t  across as a legis 
la tive  program . The Nov. 14 is­
sue o f Labor reports th a t the 
N A M  has sent a c ircu la r appeal 
to  business executives so lic iting  
contribu tions o f $100 and up to 
p u t over the fo llo w in g  pro 
gram:

"We now must strive to re­
duce or equalize the excessive 
power in the leadership of some 
unions, to place unions under 
the anti-trust laws, provide for 
secret ballots, regulate union 
political activities, curb com' 
pulsory unionism (the union 
shop), and eliminate wasteful 
feather-bedding practices."

W hat u tte r contem pt the rep­
resentatives and spokesmen of 
the cap ita lis t class have fo r  the 
leaders of labor! So long as the 
union heads p lay the game ac­
cording to the rules la id  down 
by the bosses the outcome is as­
sured —  more staggering blows 
and disastrous defeats fo r the 
unions. F irm  in  th e ir  contro l of 
governm ent through th e ir dom­
ina tion  of the tw o m ajor p o lit ic ­
al parties, b ig business can s it 
back serene in  the knowledge 
tha t the power o f governm ent 
w il l,  be used to back up th e ir 
union-busting moves.

The an ti-labo r conspiracy is 
proceeding according to plan. 
The object is to create the a t­
mosphere o f crisis in  w h ich  Con­
gress and the adm in is tra tion  can 
ju s tify  the enactm ent o f fu rth e r 
union c rip p lin g  legislation.

The ranks are ready and w i l l ­
ing to figh t in defense of th e ir 
unions b u t are im m obilized by 
the false po licy  and program  of 
an inept leadership floundering 
and flu tte ring  about in  hopeless 
confusion.

W hat is the solution? A  good 
beginning tow ard  reversing the 
tide o f reaction can be made by 
tapping the unplum bed in it ia ­
tive , resourcefulness, in te l l i­
gence and innate m ilita n cy  of 
the union rank and file  by ca ll­
ing a representative Congress of 
Labor composed o f delegates 
from  mine, m ill, fac to ry  and o f­
fice, to  ham m er out a program 
o f action around w h ich  the 
w o rk ing  people of th is country 
can ra lly .

Why not pass this copy of ih© 
M iliian l on to a friend?

Slum Dwellers 
'Haven't Frozen 
For WO Years'

T IM E  P A YM EN TS UP
Ins ta llm en t buy ing  increased 

a h a lf b ill io n  dollars in  October. 
The tab is now  $38 b illio n .

Integratjonists 
Score Southern 
‘Red Hunters’

M E M P H IS , Tenn. —  The 
board o f d irectors o f the South­
ern C o n f e r e n c e  Educational 
Fund, m eeting here Nov. 21-22, 
charged Southern state leg is la­
tive  investigation  committees 
w ith  seeking to destroy pro-in-, 
t e g r a t i o n  organizations and 
hound peopl^ under p re te x t of: 
figh ting  “ subversion.”  The board 
called fo r  pub lic  pressure to 
abolish these committees.

The action was in  response to 
testim ony Nov. 18 and 19 be­
fore a M ississippi investiga ting  
com m ittee by J. B. M atthew s o f 
New Y ork, a se lf-sty led Com­
m unist hun te r w ho testified that, 
several in teg ra tion  organizations,' 
inc lud ing  the  N A A C P  and the  
SCEF, are heav ily  in filtra te d  
w ith  Communists.

M atthew s also lis ted  m any 
leaders in  in teg ra tion  w o rk  as 
members o f C om m unist fron ts  
— inc lud ing  D r. M a rtin  L u th e r 
K in g  o f M ontgom ery, A la .; Rev. 
C. E. Tucker, Lou isv ille^ presid­
ing  bishop o f the A.M .E. Z ion  
C htirch ; D r. James A . D om brow - 
ski, N ew  Orleans, executive d i­
rec to r o f the  SCEF; and Carl 
and Anne Braden, fie ld  secre­
taries fo r  SCEF.

By A lex Harle

NEW  Y O R K  —  M ore than a qua rte r of a m illio n  slum  
dw elle rs in  th is  c ity  \yho had been heartened by  the 
expectation th a t th e ir  landlords w ou ld  be requ ired  to
provide some heat th is  w in te r* -------------------------- -------------------------
can fo rge t about it. Dem ocratic 
M ayor W agner’s Tam m any H a ll 
adm in istra tion  has moved to v i r ­
tu a lly  scrap a recent la w  re ­
q u ir in g  owners o f m u ltip le  
dw ellings to ins ta ll cen tra l heat­
ing. *,

"They haven't frozen for the 
last 100 years," commented an 
unidentified spokesman of the 
City Planning Commission when 
he was asked if  this wouldn't be 
hard on‘the tenants of the build­
ings involved.

That statement, expressing the 
real a ttitude  o f the  Democratic 
pa rty  chiefs tow ard  renters, 
should get qu ite  a laugh out o f 
the real-estate sharks w ho p ro fit 
from  the cold, f i l th y  and unsafe 
tenements where the average 
New Y o rke r has to  live .

The present la w  requires th a t 
build ings housing more than  ten 
fam ilies m ust have centra l heat­
ing insta lled  by Nov. 1, 1958.
B u ild ings o f three to ten  un its  
m ust have heating by Nov. 1 of 
th is year.

B u t M ayor W agner revealed 
last week th a t he has sent a b il l  
to the state leg is la tu re  to  ex­
em pt fro m  the  centra l heating ' 
requ irem ent a ll bu ild ings in  an 
area “ scheduled”  to  be acquired 
fo r housing developments or 
o ther pub lic  .and quasi-public 
projects. This w ou ld  include 
bu ild ing  on land “ approved o r 
pending o r under s tudy”  fo r  any 
such pro ject.

A fte r  such areas go th rough 
the le isu re ly  stages o f “ s tudy,”
“ p lann ing”  and “ pending,”  i t  
s t i l l  takes sometimes as long as 
ten years before the  bu ild ings 
are ac tua lly  to rn  down.

A lthough  W agner’s b i l l  has 
not ye t even been considered by 
the legislature, ■ exemptions' are 
a lready being granted ^  land ­
lords. ' r r "'/X- '  ; ’•••

"We know this b ill w ill pass," 
explained Deputy Building Com­
missioner Harold Birns. He did 
not explain how he knew. He 
didn't have to. The Republican 
majority in  Albany, like the 
Democratic m ajority in the city, 
has earned a reputation for put­
ting the interests of the people 
above all other considerations —  
that is, if  the people are land­
lords.

Exem ptions are being issued 
fo r one year. This m ay no t seem 
lik e  a long period o f grace fo r 
a re n t-hung ry  s lum lo rd ; b u t 
W agner seems to  have, though t 
o f th a t too.

The exemptions are renewable 
lik e  licenses, fo r  another year.
B irns said th a t “ less than a 
dozen”  have been granted. B u t 
requests fo r  exemptions fro m  the 
law  are pouring  in  by  the  hun ­
dreds from  the re n t gougers.

The same c ity  o ffic ia l w ho de­
c lined to g ive h is name when 
he made the  cyn ica l w isecrack 
th a t the tenants haven’t  frozen 
in  the past 100 years explained 
th a t the new  la w  was necessary 
because “ i t  w ou ld  be econom­
ica lly  w aste fu l to  p u t im prove­
ments”  in to  bu ild ings th a t m igh t 
some day be to rn  down.

Owners o f some o f the  w orst 
slums in  the  c ity , housing more 
than 50,000 people, are in  line  
to be the firs t lu c k y 1 recipients 
o f exem ption due to  the fac t th a t 
cu rre n tly  pro jected c ity  housing 
developments are in  the “ p lan ­
n ing”  stage in  areas w here they 
6hake down rents.

CHICAGO  
Hear Farrell Dobbs, N ationa l 

Secretary o f the Socialist W o rk ­
ers pa rty  and fo rm e r Teamster 
uijiipn o ffic ia l. "Labor's Role in  
the 1960 Elections." Saturday, 
Dec. 12, 8 p.m.; F ine A rts  B ldg., 
H a ll No. 812; 410 So. M ich igan 
B lvd . D onation 90 cents. A us­
pices: M ili ta n t Labo r Forum .

NEW  YORK
Be sure to hold open Sat., Dec. 

12. You w on’t  Want to  miss the 
Christmas Bazaar. There w il l  be 
g ifts  fo r  ëveryone at low , lo w  
prices —  toys, men’s and w om ­
en’s cloth ing, perfumes, je w e lry , 
housewares, pa intings, p rin ts , 
and much more . . .  In  the 
special book section you ’l l  find  
classics, popu lar books and some 
rare items. Doors open at 1 P.M., 
Sat., Dec. 12, a t 116 U n ive rs ity  
Place. Auspices: N.Y. School o f 
Social Science.

V  •
"Send-Off" Reception 

For B ill Price
Jo in  U I-SC  friends and others 

w ish ing  B i l l  w e ll in  his new  job  
w ith  thè  Com m ittee fo r  F irs t 
Am endm ent Defendants. L lo y d  
Gough and h is concertina, re - 
freshhients, g o u r m e t  bu ffe t 
served at 5:30 p.m., Sunday 4-7 
p.m., Dec. 13, at The Weissmans, 
325 East 17 St. $2.50 at the door. 

•
P H IL A D E L P H IA  

Hear Helen Sobell on latest 
developments in  appeal fo r  
Christmas Amnesty fo r  M orton  
Sobell. D ram atic  readings by 
B il l  Robinson, actor, na rra to r, 
singer. A t  Sara arçd H a rry  E p­
ste in ’s, 5745 N . Fairh ill St., 
Thurs., Dec. 10, 8:30 p.m.

BOSTON
Boston Labor Forum, 295 Hunting­

ton Ave., Room 200.
CHICAGO 

Socialist Workers Party, 777 W . 
Adams, DE 2-9736.

CLEVELAND  
Socialist Workers Party 10609 Su­

perior Ave., Room 301, SW  1-1818. 
Open Thursday nights 8 to 10.

The M ilitant,. P.O. Box 1904, U n i­
versity Center Station, Cleveland 6, 
Ohio.

DETROIT  
Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood­

ward. TEmple 1-6135.
LOS ANGELES  

Forum Hall and Modern Book Shop. 
1702 E. 4th St. AN 9-1953 or W E  5- 
9238.

M ILW AU K E E  
150 East Juneau Ave.

MINNEAPOLIS 
Socialist Workers Party, 322 Han-

neptn Ave.. 2nd floor. Opeh noon to 
6 P.M. daily except Sundays.

NEW ARK  
Newark Labor Forum. Box 361, 

Newark, N .J .
NEW  YORK C ITY  

M ilitant Labor Forum, 116 U alvw * 
sity Place, A L  S-78S2.

OAKLAND - BERKELEY  
P.O. Box 341, Berkeley 1, Calif.

P H ILA D E LP H IA  
M ilitant Labor Forum and Socialist 

Workers Party, 1303 W . Girard Ave. 
Lectures and discussions every Satur­
day, 8 P.M., followed by open housa. 
Call PO 3-5820.

SAN FRANCISCO  
The M ilitant, 1145 Polk St., Rm. 4. 

Sat. 11 A.M. to 3 P.M. Phone PR «• 
7296; if no answer, VA 4-2321.

. SEATTLE  
1412— istb  Avenue, EA  2-5554. Li­

brary, bookstore.
ST. LOUIS  

For In fo rm a tion  phone MO 4-7104.


