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Are Labors Muscles 
Flabby and Untrained?

By Tom Kerry

The Am erican labor movement has been recently 
subjected to its  severest m au ling  since the m erger con­
vention of 1955 w h ich  unified the A F L  and CIO  in to  one 
federation num bering some 14*-
m illio n  members.

The un ifica tion of the r iv a l 
federations was heralded as the 
dawn o f a new era fo r the o r­
ganized union movement. The 
an ti-labo r offensive fo llow ing  
the enactment o f T a ft-H a rtle y  in  
1947 and the M cC arthy ite  reac­
tio n  in  the fifties  provided the 
m ain impetus tow ard unification. 
U nited in to  one body, the union 
heads promised a reversal o f the 
trend  tow ard  union re trea t and 
stagnation.

Four years have elapsed since 
the merger. D raw ing  a balance 
o f the fou r-yea r period in  its ac­
count of the recent San F ran ­
cisco A F L -C IO  convention, the 
Sept. 19 issue o f the magazine, 
Business Week, observed: “ Four 
years ago, unions in  the old A F L  
and CIO counted on th e ir m er­
ger in to  A FL-C IO  to give them 
the braw n and muscle fo r new 
successes.”  W hat has been the 
result?

“ I t  (A F L-C IO ) has suffered 
serious setbacks in  bargaining, 
organizing, legislative, and po­
lit ic a l fields. I t  has had very 
few  o ff-setting successes. A nd  it  
faces grow ing problems.”

There is no question, in  the 
v iew  o f the  pub lication, w hich 
speaks fo r big business, tha t the 
A F L -C IO  has the “ potentia l 
muscle.”  “ Used e ffective ly ,”  says 
BW, “ the muscle could give la ­
bor economic and social power. 
B u t the muscles haven 't been 
used effective ly. Some o f labor’s 
top  leaders complain, in  fru s tra ­
tion , tha t the muscles are there
—  b u t they are flabby and un ­
tra ined .”

Nothing could be more calcu­
lated to underscore this ilabbi- 
ness than the addlepated action 
this week of A FL-C IO  president 
George Meany writing a letter 
to Eisenhower, proposing that 
"Injunction Ike" call a summit 
conference of labor and industry 
chiefs "to consider and develop 
guiding lines for just and har-

monious labor-management re­
lations."

The Meany le tte r is larded 
w ith  p latitudes —  “ our coun­
t r y ’s free collective bargain ing 
system,”  “ our democratic w ay of 
life ,”  etc., etc. This approach is 
intended, presum ably, to  empha­
size the fact tha t there is no d is­
agreement on the re a lly  im po r­
tan t issues between W all Street 
W ashington and Meany. Then 
w h y  figh t about secondary issues 
lik e  wages, hours and w o rk ing  
conditions — w hich  can a ll be 
resolved by a fr ie n d ly  ch it-chat 
between labor and industry  
statesmen?

There is an old proverb  tha t 
says: Experience is a hard teach­
er bu t fools w il l  learn by no 
other. B u t w ha t o f those, w ho 
having gone through the hard 
school o f experience, persist in  
c ling ing  to th e ir illusions? They, 
presum ably, are enthroned as 
labor statesmen! For i t  was none 
other than George Meany who 
partic ipated in  a sum m it meet­
ing at the ve ry  b ir th  o f the A F L - 
C IO in  1955.

The occasion — a Congress of 
Am erican Industry , held in  New 
Y ork  in  December 1955 w ith  
George Meany as guest speaker 
on the subject: “ W hat Organ­
ized Labor Expects o f Manage­
ment.”  I t  was the m onth in  
w hich the fo rm a l m erger con­
vention was held. The u n ity  con­
vention  was preceded by months 
o f fevered outcry by the em ploy­
ers over the use to w h ich  labor 
intended to pu t its augmented 
power.

"No Experience"
In  his speech, Meany hastened 

to assure the top brass of A m eri­
can industry, that the men at the 
head of the A FL-C IO  "actually 
have very little  power." For in ­
stance, Meany elaborated, "they 
have absolutely no power to tell 
anyone to go on strike. And," he 
added, "it may interest you to 
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Boston Makes Its Goal 
A Month Ahead of Time

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign Director
Dec. 16, 1773. T h a t’s an im portan t date in  Am erican 

h is to ry. That was the day a band of Am erican revo lu tion ­
ists dumped a cargo of tea from  a B ritish  ship in  Boston 
harbor. A  poor way to make tea
but a good w ay to demonstrate 
against a governm ent ta x ; i t  be­
came know n as the Boston Tea 
P a rty  and i t  helped make Boston 
famous as the cradle o f libe rty .

The po litica l descendants of 
those tea makers have got me 
enthusiastic enough to make a 
m otion th a t another date go 
down in  h is to ry  —  Nov. 16, 1959. 
That was the day the comrades 
o f the Boston branch o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  completed 
th e ir quota in  the Socialist P ub­
lications Fund — in  fu l l  and one 
month ahead of time!

For the benefit o f the h is to r­
ians, the fo llo w in g  is the te x t 
of the document th a t accompa­
nied th a t wonderful-1 o o k i n g 
check: “ I ju s t can’t  believe we 
were able to fu l f i l l  ou r pledge 
so soon. P reviously, every tim e  
a fund  d rive  w ould  start, some 
unforeseen d iff ic u lty  w o u l d  
arise. E ve ry th ing  moved smooth­
ly  and speedily in  th is d rive. The 
comrades did realize the im ­
portance of ge tting  the money in 
as soon as possible. We are most 
happy.”

T hat was signed by Franklin. 
The Boston fa m ily  tha t made its 
m a rk  in  the F irs t Am erican 
R evolution seems to have its 
eyes on another one com ing up.

A ll  o f us, I ’m sure, w i l l  take 
special p ride  in  a success like  
th a t and feel i t  as an insp ira ­
tion  to step up our efforts.

Philadelphia f u n d  d irector 
David Stevens h it the target 
square in  the center, I  th in k , 
when he said (w ith  an accom­
panying check o f course), “ we 
realize w e’re behind and now 
th a t we have passed the h a lf­
w ay m ark we w il l  have to go 
fu l l  steam ahead to fin ish in  fu l l  
and on tim e.”

James Boulton likew ise  as­
sured us tha t w h ile  on ly  50% 
o f the Milwaukee quota is in, 
v ir tu a lly  the en tire  amount has 
been subscribed and the heat is 
on fo r  the last half.

A  num ber o f o ther branches 
are doing w e ll also b u t I ' l l  have 
to  m ention them next week be­

cause I  w an t to use the space 
rem ain ing here to  discuss some­
th ing  special, though t up by 
V. R. Dunne.

A  veteran of 55 years in the 
labor and socialist movement, 
including leadership in the his­
toric Minneapolis T e a m s t e r s  
strikes. Comrade D u n n e  is 
known for his keen interest in 
strategy and tactics.

So i t ’s qu ite  na tu ra l tha t he 
began to take a fr ie n d ly  in te r­
est in  the progress i>f our “ Gen­
era l”  who stands fo r con tribu ­
tions sent by M ilita n t readers 
d irec tly  to us instead o f through 
SWP branches. Up to  now, the 
General has been lagging behind 
almost everyone else.

In  a le tte r th is week Comrade 
Dunne to ld  me why. The speed 
at w hich a general marches, he 
says, is determ ined by how w e ll 
his ranks are organized. Our 
General represents “ an im po r­
tan t group o f independent so­
c ia lis t fighters,”  who may not 
agree w ith  every b it o f our p ro ­
gram but who w ou ld  like  to see 
the d is tribu tion  o f socialist l i t ­
erature expanded. So, says Com­
rade Dunne, how about passing 
on some hints and tips on how  to 
get organized?

The General cafi make tha t 
$150 quota i f  ju s t 20 readers w il l  
agree to con tribu te  $1 each, an­
other. ten agree to con tribu te  $5 
and five contribu te  $10. In  fact, 
i t  w il l  pu t h im  r ig h t over the 
top, brass buttons and all.

The very day we received this 
welcome letter on tactics and 
strategy, the manager of Pioneer 
Publishers came upstairs with  
what was obviously the first 
application for membership in 
the General's army — just ’to 
prove how right Comrade Dunne 
was. Along with a book order, 
D. S. of Long Island, N. Y„ in ­
cluded $10 to be forwarded to 
the Socialist Publication Fund.

So how about you? W on’t  you 
help the General in  his “ w ar 
a im ”  — to w in  peace through so­
cialism?

(See scorcboard, Page 2.)

Racists Step Up Attacks 
On Mississippi Negroes
Layoffs Hit 
Los Angeles 
Steelworkers

LOS ANGELES, Nov. 9 —  
Workers in the Maywood and 
Vernon plants of Consolidated 
Western Steel, a division of U.S. 
Steel, were hit w ith layoffs on 
returning to work under the 
Taft-Hartley injunction. T h e  
company laid off 378 at M ay­
wood and 103 at Vernon.

The Maywood p lan t employed 
1.850 before the s trike ; Vernon, 
520. The company has been en­
gaged p r im a rily  in  w o rk  on 
rocket and m issile launching de­
vices.

The company attempted to 
ju s tify  the layoffs w ith  the ex­
cuse tha t i t  had lost contracts as 
a resu lt o f the strike.

A t an angry meeting of more 
than 600 members at Vernon, 
Local 2058 officials denounced 
the company action and ex­
pressed the opinion that the 
layoffs were just another effort 
on the part of the company to 
starve the steelworkers into sub­
mission and to smash the union.

A  m otion was put “ To refuse 
to re tu rn  to w ork  u n til a ll of 
the la id -o ff men were recalled.”

Local President M. L. Sierras, 
w h ile  expressing sym pathy w ith  
the union s p ir it behind the mo­
tion, ru led  i t  ou t of order as 
conflic ting w ith  the In te rn a ­
tio n a l’s constitu tion.

The fo llow ing  day, Charles J. 
Sm ith, d irecto r of D is tr ic t 38, 
USW, denounced the layoffs as 
a v io la tion  of the in ten t of the 
Supreme C ourt back-to -w ork 
order.

He said G overnor B row n had 
been asked to have the State 
D epartm ent of Em ploym ent in ­
vestigate the layoffs. Sm ith 
pointed out tha t i f  the employees 
had been notified “ when such 
alleged cancellations of orders 
took place they w ould have been 
e lig ib le  fo r unem ploym ent bene­
fits,”  and “ they could have been 
looking elsewhere fo r perm an­
ent em ploym ent.’ ’

W orkers on s trike  in  C a li­
fo rn ia  cannot draw  jobless bene­
fits. Those la id -o ff can.

“ The company knew  w e ll in 
advance of the court ru lin g  
w hether these reductions were 
necessary. By keeping the em­
ployees in the dark u n til the 
moment of the court ru ling , the 
company has indeed struck a 
low  b low  to the w orkers and 
the ir fam ilies who already have 
been suffering months of jo b ­
lessness due to the company in ­
stigated shutdown,”  Sm ith said.

The Steelworkers Union is 
taking the cases up with the 
Department of Employment and 
continuing strike relief to its 
hard-hit members.

M eanw hile the layoffs at the 
tw o U.S. Steel p lants continue. 
Management rum ors have it 
tha t at least another 700 w il l  go 
in the next few  weeks.

Mexican Students Fight Bus Fare Hike

Mexican students at Guadalajara use an overturned bus as a platform during a protest 
demonstration Nov. 5 against a sudden five-centavo fare hike. The students stopped 97 buses 
from operating but were attacked by federal troops who wounded 12 of them. The cost of 
living has been increasing sharply in Mexico. A  iive-centavo increase, which is four-tenths 
of a cent, doesn't sound like much unless you know that even a skilled Mexican worker 
makes only about $2.40 a day. Most workers earn a lot less. As for students —  it's the prin­
ciple involved.

Rockefeller Flooded with Pleas 
To Save Reid from Chain Gang

Defenders of civil rights in 
New York are anxiously await­
ing the decision by Gov. Nelson 
A. Rockefeller on whether or 
not chain-gang fugitive W illie 
Reid w ill be returned to Florida. 
A fter hearing pleas by Reid's at­
torneys on Nov. 10, Rockefeller 
announced he would give his de­
cision in a week. That time has 
passed and still no word.

In  tha t week the G overnor’s 
office has been deluged w ith  
petitions, telegrams and letters 
u rg ing  h im  to revoke the extra ­
d itio n  papers a g a i n s t  Reid. 
These papers were signed by 
fo rm er Gov. H arrim an, a Demo­
crat, b u t have been continued in 
force by Republican Rockefeller. 
The refusal of the U.S. Supreme 
C ourt on Nov. 9 to rev iew  the 
Reid case, made them autom at­
ica lly  operative.

Am ong resolutions passed ask­
ing  tha t Reid not be extrad ited 
was one by the state convention 
o f the A FL-C IO , meeting in 
Buffalo. Rockefe ller addressed 
th is convention the day before 
the resolution was passed. I t  de­
clares tha t to pu t Reid in to  the 
hands o f the notorious an ti-la - 
bor, anti-N egro sheriff o f Lake 
County, W illis  V. McCall, may 
be tan tam ount to  signing Reid’s 
death w arran t. I t  was this sher­

iff who cold-bloodedly shot down 
two handcuffed Negro prisoners 
in the "L ittle Scottsboro" case 
"for trying to escape" when the 
U.S. Supreme Court ordered new 
trials for them.

Thousands o f signatures to 
petitions on Reid’s behalf have 
been sent to Rockefeller by the 
Committee to Save W illie  Reid. 
In  add ition  to these petitions 
from  New Yorkers, the C om m it­
tee has fo rw arded to Rockefel­
le r petitions from  some 150 F lo r­
ida residents u rg ing  tha t Reid 
not be sent there. Am ong the 
F lo rida  petitioners are Rev. C. 
K. Steele, head of the Tallahas­
see In te r-C iv ic  League, w h ich  
led the famous bus boycott, and 
student leaders from  F lorida 
A g ricu ltu ra l and Mechanical 
U n ive rs ity , the Negro in s titu tio n  
near Tallahassee.

The petitions read: "We most 
earnestly urge that you not 
make New York State and its 
residents parties to the racial in ­
justice perpetrated against W il­
lie Reid by extraditing him to 
Florida. His extradition can 
mean slow torture or possibly 
sudden death. Neither you nor 
the people of New York can 
wash their hands of the respon­
sibility for what may happen to 
Reid if he is extradited."

As pa rt o f the “ Save W illie  
R eid”  campaign, H arlem  radio 
station W L IB  made 60 spot an­
nouncements a day u rg ing  le t­
ters and telegrams to Rockefe l­
ler. Thousands o f messages are 
believed to have resulted.

A  telegram from  N AAC P  head 
Roy W ilk ins  to ld  Rockefeller 
tha t tu rn in g  Reid over to F lo r­
ida and the ju risd ic tio n  o f Sher­
if f  M cC all “ w i l l  be sending h im  
to his death.”  W ilk in s  added, “ I f  
returned to F lo rida  Reid w il l  
have to serve out 13 more years 
o f his sentence plus a t least five 
years fo r having escaped. His 
escape and efforts to block ex­
tra d itio n  p rac tica lly  guarantee 
tha t he w il l  no t be allow ed to 
live  out his te rm .”

Reid’s troubles stem from  a 
gam bling figh t in  1950. For w ha t 
o rd in a rily  w ou ld  have b rought 
a m axim um  one-year sentence, 
S heriff M cC all had Reid sen­
tenced to 15 years. He has a l­
ready served tw o years on the 
chain gang and tw o years in 
New Y ork  ja ils  aw a iting  ex tra ­
d ition.

H U M A N  G U IN EA  PIGS
Of 700 chemical additives in  

foodstuffs today, the governm ent 
lists 150 as possibly poisonous.

Whitewash of Lynchers 
In Mack Parker Case 
Sets Off More Killings

By George Lavan
As a consequence of the unpunished lynch ing  of M ack 

Charles P arker in  P op la rv ille , a wave o f rac is t k il l in g  
and anti-Negro violence is sweeping through M ississippi.
The w o rld  ou tc ry  fo r punish­
m ent of the g u ilty , w hich fo l­
lowed the P op la rv ille  lynch ing  
last spring, at firs t gave pause 
to the w h ite  supremacists, m ak­
ing them w onder i f  perhaps the 
days were past when they could 
k i l l  Negroes at w il l.  B u t the 
subsequent emergence of the 
known lynchers — not on ly un ­
scathed bu t as local heroes— has 
reassured them tha t the old 
days s til l rem ain. M ississippi’s 
crim e statistics are not endan­
gered: a w h ite  man runs much 
greater risk of arrest and pun ­
ishment fo r k il l in g  a deer out 
of season than fo r k ill in g  a 
Negro.

In  the past m onth alone Ne­
groes have been k ille d  in 
C larksdale, P hilade lph ia  and 
C orin th , Miss. The firs t tw o of 
these k illin g s  are listed as lynch- 
ings by the Nov. 21 A fro -A m e r- 
ican, a leading Negro newspaper, 
w hich fu r th e r reports tha t state 
au thorities have taken even less 
interest in these tw o  cases than 
in  the P a rke r lynch ing . The 
th ird  k i ll in g — tha t o f a 15-year- 
old boy by e ight w h ite  teenagers 
— may also fa ll in to  the category 
of lynch ing. In  addition a Negro 
pastor in R o lling  Forks na rrow ­
ly  escaped a mob and in Tupelo 
the th rea t o f mob action hung 
fo r days over the Negro com­
m un ity .

Booker T. M ixon, 35-year-old 
Negro, was found naked and un­
conscious on the h ighw ay near 
C larksdale. Taken to the Coa­
homa C ounty Hospital, he died 
on Oct. 23, 12 days la ter, w ith ­
ou t having regained conscious­
ness. The state police declared 
h im  a v ic tim  of a h it-and -run  
accident, w ith o u t, however, o f­
fe ring  any explanation fo r  his 
nakedness and evidences of te r­
rib le  physical to rtu re . No in ­
quest o f any k in d  was held, 
Coahoma C o u n t y  authorities 
and state police c la im ing  tha t 
M ixo n ’s in ju ries  m ust have been 
sustained in nearby Q uitm an 
County, w h ich  has no coroner. 
Relatives in Memphis, Tenn., 
claimed the body, had i t  exam ­
ined by physicians and photo­
graphed and then engaged J. F. 
Estes, a la w ye r of the same city.

Estes requested Mississippi 
Gov. J. P. Coleman to investi­
gate Mixon's death. "There is no 
question in my mind that this 
man was murdered and prob­
ably lynched," he told the press. 
"The body shows every evidence 
of having been dragged over a 
rough surface, probably behind 
a car, and there were other in­
dications of mutilation." So far

They’ll Gladly Eat 
An Ice Cream Hat

For Secretary o f Labor 
M itche ll, unem ploym ent is a 
numbers game in  w h ich  you 
eat an ice-cream hat when 
you guess wrong. B u t the 
members of the special Sen­
ate Com m ittee on U nem ploy­
ment. Problems were to ld  
w ha t unem ploym ent re a lly  
means at a Nov. 17 hearing in  
M cD ow ell C ounty, a West 
V irg in ia  coal m in ing  area 
devastated by chronic unem ­
ploym ent.

“ U nem ploym ent has caused 
em otional upset among pup­
ils. . . . This has been our 
w orst year as fa r as ch ild ren  
not having clothes and school 
supplies,”  said a statem ent o f 
20 school teachers. Rep. Kee 
(D.-W .Va.) said he had heard 
reports o f ch ild ren  tak ing  
home p a rt o f th e ir  free school 
lunch to feed th e ir parents. 
“ Men are m aking  moonshine, 
cu tting  ho t w ires in  mines to 
sell them fo r copper — even 
stealing food from  garbage 
dumps,”  reported H oward 
Chambers, a local sheriff.

Gov. Coleman has made no 
reply.

Tw o days a fte r M ixo n ’s death, 
27-.year-old L u the r Jackson was 
k illed . He and a g ir l fr ie n d  were 
s ittin g  in a car parked on the 
street, when a cop came up and 
ordered them  out. Mrs. Thomas’ 
a ffidav it, sent to the  U.S. 
D epartm ent of Justice by  the 
M ississippi N AAC P, gives the 
fo llo w in g  account.

“ A t the tim e I  was getting  ou t 
o f the car, I heard a shot. W hen 
I started to go the same w ay . . . 
I  heard a second shot. I t  a ll 
happened so qu ick ly . When I  
a rrived at the scene . . . Mr. 
Jackson was ly in g  in a d itch. 
He had been k ille d  ins tan tly . I  
began to cry and said, 'You have 
shot h im  fo r no th ing.’ I  kn e lt 
down beside h im  and the o fficer 
knocked me back. I  h it  h im  back 
. . . He w ent to his car and ca ll­
ed C ity  H a ll . . . and said ‘Come 
on down here, I th in k  I  have 
k ille d  a nigger.’ ”

Neshoba County authorities 
ruled that the cop had justifiably 
killed Jackson and then fined 
Mrs. Thomas $40 for drunk* 
enness, resisting arrest and as­
sault and battery.

On the n igh t of Oct. 31 W il­
liam  Roy Prather, 15-year-old 

(Continued on Page 4 )

Two Views on Deutscher's Biography of Trotsky
By Alex Harte

"Was Trotsky right and Stalin 
wrong?" "Was each of them 
both right and wrong?" "Are 
socialism and democracy in ­
compatible?" These were typ i­
cal themes discussed at a lively 
symposium held in New York 
Nov. 13 under the auspices of 
the Young Socialist Alliance.

The discussion was led by 
M u rry  Weiss, ed ito r of the In ­
ternationa l Socialist Review, and 
Dr. S tanley W. Moore, a con­
tr ib u to r to M on th ly  Review and 
fo rm er professor of philosophy 
at Reed College. The topic was 
“ The Prophet Unarm ed,”  the 
second volum e of Isaac Deut- 
scher’s biography o f Leon T ro t­
sky.

Both speakers had w arm  
praise fo r Deutscher’s book, 
w hich covers the crucia l s trug ­
gle in  the tw enties between the 
ris ing  S ta lin is t bureaucracy and 
the L e ft Opposition led by 
Trotsky.

Dr. Moore held th a t “ o f a ll 
those w r it in g  on M arx ism  today,

Deutscher is the most im portan t 
single person to read.”

Weiss described the book as a 
“ splendid w o rk ”  tha t “ honestly 
and even b r i ll ia n t ly  marshalls 
the facts”  o f a crucia l period in  
Soviet h istory. He said he dis­
agreed w ith  many of the au thor’s 
in terpreta tions, bu t welcomed 
w hat he saw as a s h ift by Dcut- 
scher away from  a be lie f tha t 
S ta lin , despite his crimes, had 
played an essentially progres­
sive ro le and tha t the present 
ru lin g  group in  the USSR is 
capable o f se lf-reform .

Dr. Moore said tha t Deutscher 
presented us w ith  a “ paradox”
— the paradox tha t w h ile  S ta lin  
was contem ptib le in  his m eth­
ods, he was proved r ig h t in his 
objectives and Trotsky, w h ile  
h igh ly  commendable from  a 
m oral v iew po in t, was proved 
wrong.

The great m e rit o f the present 
volume, he continued, is th a t i t  
poses and grapples w ith  the u n ­
anticipated and com plex p rob­
lems besetting a revo lu tion  in  a

backward country. The w ay tha t 
the Soviet Union m et the p rob­
lem of industria liza tion , Moore 
contended, demonstrated tha t 
the d iv is ion of views cannot be 
d i v i d e d  in to  “ r ig h t”  and 
“ w rong.”  I t  is ra the r “ a case of 
m ixed r ig h t and w rong against 
m ixed w rong and r ig h t.”

The basic issue d iv id ing  the 
S ta lin  and T ro tsky  factions, 
Moore contended, was not de­
mocracy versus bureaucratism , 
but the need fo r a forced march 
to industria lize  Russia, w h ich  
S ta lin  at firs t resisted.

B u t a fte r S ta lin  swung over to 
a program  o f industria liza tion , 
even though the program had 
grave bureaucratic defects, the 
L e ft Opposition lost its  reason 
fo r existence, he argued, and 
those who w ent over to S ta lin  
had not “ cap itu lated”  bu t s im p ly 
thought out the logic o f th e ir 
p ro -industria liza tion  position.

On the issue o f democracy, 
Moore said tha t w h ile  S ta lin  had 
com m itted grave crimes in  th is 
sphere, the need fo r  suppressing

democratic righ ts  had also been 
forced upon the Bolsheviks u n ­
der Lenin  and T ro tsky. The sup­
pression o f the K ronstad t re ­
bellion, he said “ was the ir 
H ungary and its suppression was 
led by T ro tsky.”

W h ile  he did not believe the 
L e ft Opposition had provided a 
w orkab le  a lte rna tive  to S ta lin ’s 
industria liza tion  program, he 
continued, h is to ry  m igh t estab­
lish th a t T ro tsky  had fu lfille d  
the w o rth w h ile  func tion  o f “ be­
ing r ig h t against you r tim e .” 
S ta lin ’s contribu tion , he added, 
was contrad icto ry —  “ on a sys­
tem of s lavery a c iv iliza tion  was 
b u ilt .”

Weiss contended tha t the pres­
ent developm ent o f the Soviet 
economy did not come as a resu lt 
o f S talin 's ro le  b u t despite it. 
He cited K hrushchev’s reve la­
tions o f S ta lin ’s ignorance o f 
ag ricu ltu ra l problems and d ic ta­
to ria l orders th a t led to  costly 
m ilita ry  blunders du ring  W orld  
Wax- I I  as examples o f how  the

Soviet Union had forged ahead 
in spite o f S ta lin .

The h is to rica l roles o f S ta lin  
and T ro tsky  can be understood, 
he continued, on ly  in  terms o f 
the conflic ting  social forces they 
represented. The L e ft Opposi­
tion, he said, fough t to preserve 
the po litica l ru le  o f the  Soviet 
w o rk ing  class as the best means 
o f developing the economy w h ile  
the S ta lin is t faction usurped po­
lit ica l power to ensure the  g row ­
ing m ateria l priv ileges o f the 
bureaucracy.

The Soviet Union, under con­
d itions o f backwardness and iso­
lation, Weiss m aintained, p ro ­
duced not s im p ly the rise o f the 
bureaucracy bu t also the w o rk ­
ing-class opposition to i t  and the 
fact tha t the opposition was de­
feated did not prove its  program 
was w rong or th a t there was no 
h is torica l jus tifica tion  fo r its  ex­
istence.

Deutscher critic ized Trotsky. 
Weiss said, fo r  w ha t he consid­
ered to be T ro tsky ’s fa ilu re  to 
fo llo w  th rough  w ith  su ffic ien t

v igor in  the opposition to S ta lin  
w hich Len in  had started. B u t 
Deutscher’s critic ism  indicates 
his rea lization th a t the  struggle 
was a necessary one.

The p rinc ipa l h is torica l ju s ti-  
Ica tion  of the role of the Oppo­
sition, Weiss concluded, is th a t 
th roughout the period o f ideo­
logical shambles and destruction 
of w orkers democracy under 
S ta lin  i t  kept a live the body of 
M arx is t ideas tha t had produced 
the Russian R evolution. Tha t 
struggle, he said, ensured the 
co n tin u ity  of those ideas and 
made possible the rebu ild ing  of 
a movement around them  as 
represented by the  present 
cadros of the Fourth  In te rna ­
tional.

In  the floor discussion, a 
young man pointed to D r. 
Moore's exposition as confirm a­
tion  th a t S ta lin ism  had neces­
sa rily  developed d ire c tly  from  
Bolshevism. H o ld ing  tha t social­
ism and democracy are insep­
arable, he argued th a t th is dem- 

( Continued on Page 4)
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So Your Tax Dollars Go Up in Smoke
By H arry  Ring

I f  all goes well, 75 new hos­
pitals, worth $4 million each, 
w ill be at the bottom of the 
ocean by the end of 1960.

That isn’t a lite ra l fact, bu t 
the governm ent does hope to 
have the do lla r equivalent of 
those 75 hospitals — three Po­
la ris  nuclear submarines — un ­
der w a te r by tha t time.

Those three machines o f death, 
and the 75 hospitals tha t could 
hâve been b u ilt in  th e ir place, 
represent on ly  a tin y  frac tion  of 
the staggering price the A m e ri­
can people are paying fo r a w ar 
budget so huge tha t i t  defies 
comprehension.

These are among the s ta rtling  
faèts presented in  the Novem ber 
issue o f the W ashington News­
le tte r o f the Friends Committee 
on N ational Législation. Under 
the t it le  “ W hat Happens to Y our 
Tax D o lla r? ”  The N ewsletter 
analyzes 1959 Congressional ap­
propria tions and shows w hat 
they mean in  terms o f the social 
progress sacrificed to “ balance” 
the ârms budget.

In  1959, Congress appropriated 
more than $82 billion for gov­
ernment expenditures. To try to 
indicate how much that is, the 
Newsletter observes: " If  trans­
lated into dollars laid end to end, 
it  frduid make more than 32 
round trips to the moon."

O f tha t $82 b illion , nearly  tw o- 
th irds  — $51.6 b illio n  —  was a l­
located fo r armaments and ve t­
erans affairs. (A lm ost $2 b illio n  
o f tha t w ent to equip and finance 
the m ilita ry  machines o f such 
“ free w o rld ”  champions as 
Franco, Chiang Kai-shek and

EXPE N S IVE  GADGET
South Korean d ic ta to r Syngman 
Rhee.)

A  substantia l portion  o f the 
arms budget was earm arked fo r 
long-range ba llis tic  missiles and 
tactica l nuclear weapons fo r 
“ lim ite d ”  war. According to Sen­
ator Levere tt Saltonsta ll (R.- 
Mass.), the appropria tion “ em­
phasized offense and avoids over­
emphasis on defense to give us 
the greatest deterrent fo r our 
dollars invested.”

When the senator refers to 
“ our dollars invested,”  he doesn’t 
mean we can expect a re turn. 
Q uite the contrary.

A lm ost exclusive ly as a result

o f the co ld -w ar arms race, the 
national debt now stands at $285 
b illion . In  1939 the debt was 
$40.4 b illion , inc lud ing  $15 b i l ­
lion  in  debts from  W orld  W ar I.

Banker's Dream
For the bu lk  o f the Am erican 

people th is fantastic debt means 
ever-increasiog taxes and in ­
flated prices. B u t fo r the W all 
S treet tycoons who hold the 
IO U ’s, the governm ent debt is a 
banker’s dream come true. The 
interest on i t  is cu rre n tly  esti­
mated at $9 b illion . T ha t’s more 
than double the $4.2 b illio n  tha t 
the governm ent g rudg ing ly  de­
cided to spend on health, educa­
tion  and welfare.

The in terest paym ent is $1.4 
b illio n  more th is  year than last 
year. T ha t’s because the adm in­
is tra tion  fe lt the bankers w eren ’t 
doing w e ll enough and h iked the 
interest rate.

F inancia l and indus tria l in ­
terests cash in  on every aspect 
o f the arms program, inc lud ing  
“ waste.”  The N ew sletter offers 
some facts on th is tha t received 
on ly passing notice in  the press.

The w ord “ waste”  is actua lly 
ambiguous. For the business in ­
terests involved, i t ’s something 
qu ite  d ifferent. For example, 
Rep. F. Edward H erbert (D .-La.) 
revealed oh June 3 tha t p riva te  
contractors had overcharged the 
A ir  Force $30 m illio n  on 14 con­
tracts.

Senator Paul Douglas (D .-Ill.) 
reported A p r il 30 tha t the De­
partm ent of Defense last year 
sold $6 b ill io n  w orth  of surplus 
property  fo r about $200 m illion .

Even tha t $200 m illio n  never 
got back in to  the treasury. The 
D epartm ent spent ju s t tha t 
amount on tw o chemical plants 
and then closed them w ith o u t

If All of Us Lived 
In a Single Town

“ I f  the present population 
of the w orld  could be repre­
sented by a thousand persons 
l iv in g  in a single town, 60 
persons w ould  represent the 
population of the U.S.A., and 
940 a jl the other nations. The 
60 Americans w ould  have 
ha lf the income of the entire  
tow n; the 940 persons w ould 
share the other ha lf. Three 
hundred and three persons 
in the town w ould be w h ite ; 
697 w ould be non-white. The 
60 Americans w ould have an 
average life  expectancy of 
70 years; that of the 940 
w ould be under 40 years. 
The average C hris tian  A m e r­
ican fa m ily  w ould be spend­
ing $850 a year fo r m ilita ry  
defense and less than $3.50 a 
year to share w ith  other 
residents the knowledge of 
w hy they are C hristians.” 

— H enry Sm ith Leiper, in 
Social A ction, March 1959

tu rn in g  out a gallon of fuel, ac­
cording to the House Committee 
on Science and Astronautics.

Far greater sums are poured 
out jus t to keep m ilita ry  plants 
and insta lla tions going when 
there is no use fo r them  even by 
Defense D epartm ent standards. 
Rep. A lv in  O’Konski (R.-Wisc.) 
charged recently th a t at least 
tw o dozen m ilita ry  bases around 
the country should be closed 
down “ bu t po litica l pressures 
from  senators and congressmen 
and the Chamber o f Commerce 
fr ig h te n  the m ilita ry  authorities

from  closing them .”  He said i f  
these pressures were not applied 
“ the taxpayers could save $5 
b illio n  a year.”

Bui the government has de­
veloped a substantial apparalus 
for dealing with those who 
would apply a different kind of 
pressure — those who are op­
posed to the suicidal war prep­
arations.

Congress appropriated this 
year the not insign ificant sum of 
$124,211,000 fo r the na tion ’s se­
cret po litica l police, the FBI. The 
b u lk  o f tha t money is used by J. 
Edgar Hoover and his snoopers 
and paid inform ers, fo r the ha r­
assment and attem pted in tim id a ­
tion  of those suspected of he re ti­
cal views — and who is more 
heretical than those who oppose 
or simply dare to question the 
government's war plans?

The N ew sletter seeks to in d i­
cate how much of our money is 
drained off fo r weapons by lis t­
ing the m ajor items fo r w hich 
our national income goes.

Food is the only thing we 
spend more for than war prep­
arations — $67.4 billion in 1958. 
For arms we shoveled out $45.9 
billion. Only $26 billion went for 
clothing and shoes and $18.4 b il­
lion for- medical care and death 
expenses.

For weapons research and test­
ing $3.8 b illio n  was poured down 
the drain. This topped consid­
erably the $3.4 b illio n  spent last 
year by a ll the people o f the 
U nited States on books, maga­
zines and newspapers.

Inc iden ta lly , the next tim e  you 
see a B-70 je t bomber streak 
through the sky ju s t remember 
tha t the prototype o f tha t plane 
represented 37 new $4 m illio n  
schools tha t w eren’t  bu ilt.

The Capitalist Casts a Wary Look 
At the Intellectual on the Payroll

By Tom Kemp

Businessmen Reach for 'Bonbons' 
Like Germany's Volkswagen Plant

By Flora Carpenter
Last spring Herman Lindrath, 

West Germany's federal assets 
minister, said that denationaliza­
tion of the Volkswagén automo- 
bile industry would be the "bon­
bon of the century." The mere 
possibility of this development 
was greeted with joy by Am eri­
can big businessmen who want 
to sink their teeth into this 
»Dugat.

B ut the Adenauer regime 
found Volkswagen, w o rth  a cool 
$644 m illio n , ra ther sticky. The 
state o f Low er Saxony (where 
most of the autos are made) has 
engaged the Bonn governm ent 
in  a ju risd ic tio n a l ba ttle  over 
possession of Volkswagen fo r 
more than a year. Low er Saxony 
opposed busting up the state- 
owned industry.

The Bundestag (low er house 
of the federal governm ent) set­
tled  the question, Oct. 6, by v o t - ! 
ing to recognize federal ow ner- j 
ship. Thus denationalization o£

Volkswagen is on the order of 
the day.

Bonn's program to end gov­
ernment ownership of industry 
has the wholehearted support of 
the U.S. State Department. Its 
policy, since the defeat of H it­
ler, has been to preserve and re­
establish the German industrial­
ists.

Case of Krupp

A  crow ning example o f the 
State D epartm ent’s a ttitude  is 
the case o f A lfr ie d  K rupp . K rupp  
was one o f the cap ita lis t a rch i­
tects of Nazism and H it le r ’s w ar 
machine. This cap ita lis t m on­
ster’s vast R uhr w a r industries 
armed H it le r ’s W ehrm acht and 
reaped un to ld  profits from  the 
slaughter o f tens o f m illions.

The N urem burg court said of 
h im : “ The K ru p p  firm  was a 
beneficiary o f those [concentra­
tion ] camps. In  the use o f con­
centration camp inmates, labor 
and death were almost synony­
mous terms.”

Despite th is record, K ru p p  was 
perm itted  to regain possession 
of his indus tria l empire when he 
was freed in 1951 through an 
“ act of clemency”  by General 
Thomas T. Handy, U.S. Com­
mander in  C hief in  Europe.

E arly  th is year, w ith  a quiet 
nod from  W ashington, K rupp  
broke a 1953 com m itm ent to  sell 
o ff a large part o f his steel ho ld ­
ings. Instead, he ca lm ly an­
nounced, last January, his plans 
to buy up a m a jo r R uhr steel 
company. He said tha t by 1961 
the earnings o f the 150-year-old 
K ru p p  empire w ould  reach a 
peak o f $1,000,000.000.

The stepped-up drive at Bonn

to denationalize state-owned in ­
dustries is just another move 
toward the complete restoration 
of pre-war capitalism in West 
Germany. The government still 
"reluctantly" owns 230 of the 
278 industries it inherited, in 
1949, from the Nazis.

Volkswagen w il l  be placed on 
sale, at first, as “ people’s 
shares.”  This g im m ick was used 
last March when the government 
began selling Prcussag, a P rus­
sian m in ing  company, to  w o rk ­
ers at $35 a share. W hat Bonn 
called “ people’s capita lism ”  was 
actua lly  a sham to  offset m ount­
ing opposition among the w o rk ­
ers to the break-up o f G overn­
m ent-owned property.

Bonn retained ownership of 
72% o f Preussag w hich w il l  be 
pu t up fo r sale la te r on in  the 
stock m arket. The same w il l  be 
done w ith  Volkswagen.

Volkswagen was the only auto 
industry in the capitalist world 
lo be operated on a state-owned, 
non-profit basis. It  proved, lo 
the horror of private enterprise 
the world over, that an auto­
mobile factory could be run 
much more efficiently and eco­
nomically without capitalists.

A t the same tim e German, 
w orkers have seen th a t na tion ­
alized industry  means a higher 
standard of liv in g  w h ich  w il l  be 
drastica lly  underm ined by the 
sale of Volkswagen.

The in te llec tua l is a m istrusted but indispen­
sable figure in cap ita lis t society. M istrusted be­
cause he does not, s im p ly by being an in te lle c ­
tual, have a property  stake in  capita lism  and is 
liab le to be oversensitive to its misdeeds and 
abuses. Indispensable, because no modern so­
ciety can be operated w ith o u t the sk ills  and 
ab ilities which the in te llectua l possesses. The 
in te llectua l may become a h ired man, sw a llow ­
ing his hum ilia tion  and selling his talents in  the 
m arket place to men he despises fo r purposes 
w hich he deplores. B u t often he has some op­
po rtu n ity  fo r independence and is able to adopt 
a c ritica l stance towards the institu tions of cap­
ita lism .

The la tte r fact has often been a cause fo r 
concern among the upholders o f capitalism . How 
is it  tha t no rm a lly  w e ll-fed  people, benefiting 
from  cap ita lis t “ freedom ” become radicals and 
socialists?

The question has been raised again by 
C a lv in  Hoover in the September-October H a r­
vard Business Review. He regrets the “ almost 
to ta l lack of enthusiasm on the part o f so many 
United States in te llectua ls fo r an economic and 
po litica l system undei' w h ich  they have fared 
so w e ll.”  He seeks an exp lanation fo r w hat he 
describes as “ the passivity and sometimes o u t­
r ig h t h o s tility  o f in te llectuals to modern A m e ri­
can society”  and outlines an approach w hich he 
hopes w il l  w in  t l je ir  allegiance.

W hether th is w r ite r  is h im se lf an in te llec ­
tua l — and he makes i t  clear that, unless spe­
c ia lly  h ired fo r the purpose, in te llectua ls have 
generally le ft capita lism  to figh t its  ow n ideolog­
ical battles — or one of the “ though tfu l business­
men”  to whom the H arvard  Business Review  
is addressed is not manifest. In  any case, he is 
shrewd enough to know  th a t in te llectua ls can­
not be won w ith  the old stuff. A rgum ents fo r 
capita lism  couched in terms o f Adam  S m ith ’s 
“ inv is ib le  hand”  gu id ing  p riva te  in terest to 
b ring  about public advantage can on ly raise a 
sm ile these days. Something more sophisticated 
is required w hich does not disguise the fact tha t 
the economy is ru led by the big corporation and 
is sustained by supports driven in to  the system 
by the state.

This is the capita lism  Hoover wants to put 
over, but he spends a good deal o f his space in  
show ing how bad the Russian system is and as­
sum ing tha t there is no choice between the 
Russian model and Am erican-sty le  capitalism .

That many in te llectua ls have been attracted 
by Russian achievement in  the economic, tech­
nical and cu ltu ra l fields is a tr ib u te  to the Rus­
sian revo lu tion  and reflects interest in  a society 
w hich has released m ankind from  bondage to 
pro fit and property. That a large proportion  have 
been driven back to make terms w ith  the p ro fit- 
makers by th e ir revu ls ion  at S ta lin is t methods 
o f te rro r ru le  by a priv ileged bureaucracy and 
by the ruthless repression o f free enqu iry  and 
discussion is also a fact. One o f the h istorica l 
crimes of S ta lin ism  is tha t i t  has been a ba rrie r 
to the enlistm ent of many more eager young 
in te llectua ls  to the cause o f socialism o r has 
turned them  in to  tim e-servers and cynics on 
one side or the other.

There is also a gra in  o f tru th  in  H oover’s 
im p lied  gibe at the “ irre sp o n s ib ility ”  o f in te l­
lectuals: “ Modern capita lism ,”  he says, “ makes 
it  possible fo r the in te llec tua l to  enjoy the 
th r i l l  o f being a c ritic  at l it t le  or no cost.”  Such 
is the impression one derives from  reading 
some o f the radical magazines. There are, u n ­
doubtedly, w hat m igh t be called to lerated 
critics, who know they w il l  not have to  ju s tify  
the ir c ritic ism  in  any w ay lik e ly  to cause them 
personal inconvenience, le t alorte sacrifice. They 
can even get recognition as critics  and sell th e ir 
books on the strength o f th e ir daring; b u t they 
have not rea lly  broken w ith  capitalism . They 
have not accepted respons ib ility  fo r replacing 
it  w ith  a be tte r system by tak ing  th e ir  place in  
the ranks o f the w orking-class movement.

O f course, th is  is not the “ respons ib ility ”  
w hich Hoover wishes to induce, fa r from  it. He 
wants to w in  in te llectua ls to a sincere fa ith  in  
the v irtues of corporate business; not an easy 
task when he has to call on business to e lim i­
nate practices w hich on ly give am m unition to 
the critics. He seeks to p rovide them  w ith  “ a

better understanding o f the true  nature o f the 
economic and po litica l systems w h ich  are in  
a ll-ou t com petition in  the w o rld  today.”  I t  is 
obviously extrem ely im portan t fo r h im  th a t 
the choice should be kept as one between the 
bureaucratica lly degenerated Soviet U nion and 
U.S. capitalism .

He seems to assume tha t in te llectua ls on ly  
w ant a good m ateria l standard and about as 
much scope to express themselves as they get 
in  present-day America. He is the dupe o f his 
own unmeasured confidence in capita lism  and 
therefore does not begin to p lum b the sources 
o f the c ritica l tendencies o f the inte llectuals. He 
does not see tha t they often set o ff (and some­
times continue) w ith  a preference th a t th e ir  
ab ilities  should be used fo r m ankind and not to 
serve the profits of the corporations. He does 
not understand th e ir reluctance to  devoting tim e 
and ta lqn t to seeking fo r more effective means 
o f destroying life  when they m igh t be used to 
extend man’s command over nature. He does 
not consider th e ir  concern tha t the techniques 
invo lved in  the mass media should be used fo r 
the perversion of thé cu ltu ra l values they have 
been taught to respect. He does not see the 
basic contradictions w hich weave complex pa t­
terns through the consciousness o f the modern 
in te llectua l.

He does not understand, consequently, w h y  
in te llectua ls should frequen tly  sense th a t there 
is something in  the Russian system w h ich  is 
absent from  Am erican capitalism . He says th a t 
Russia is w id e ly  believed, by in te llectua ls, to  
be a “ w o rke r’s state” ; he puts up an a rgu­
m ent against this, bu t tha t is not the m ain point. 
The idea tha t society should be operated by and 
fo r the w orkers by hand and bra in  is a simple, 
logical and pow erfu l idea w hich often suryives a 
higher education. I t  is th is  w h ich  has to  be 
argued against, and here he conspicuously fa lls  
down.

The k in d  o f antiseptic, cleaned-up cap ita l­
ism w ith  a Sunday School halo w h ich  he recom ­
mends can never exist. Capita lism  came in to  
th is  w o rld  d ripp ing  w ith  blood and f i lth  from  
every pore. No detergents or deodorants have 
been invented w hich can clean th is  away or 
cover i t  up to its dying day.

Uneasy About Capitalism ?
No doubt the fears expressed by Hoover 

about the present allegiance o f Am erican in te l­
lectuals is more than a l i t t le  exaggerated. That 
such concern should be expressed in  the jo u r­
nal of the leading business school in  the ve ry  
citadel of w o rld  capita lism  is h ig h ly  significant 
and sure ly represents an unconscious uneasi­
ness about the system itse lf. I t  is probable that, 
fo r the tim e  being, most in te llectua ls  have 
made th e ir peace w ith  capita lism , and m any 
fo rm er radicals bend th e ir efforts to  ho ld ing  the 
system together. Others have settled fo r re la ­
tiv e ly  innocuous and oblique c ritic ism  or fo r 
the po lite  re fo rm ism  o f the rig h t-w in g  in te l­
lectuals m  the B ritis h  Labor pa rty , w ho get à 
pat on the back from  Hoover.

M a te ria l p rosperity  has p layed a ro le  here; 
i t  was otherw ise in  the th irties , and i t  w i l l  be 
otherw ise again. The ro le  of S ta lin ism  is also 
crucia l; i t  has, fo r many, destroyed the fa ith  
in  the poss ib ility  o f a w orkab le  a lte rna tive  
w h ich  w il l  safeguard the th ings in te llectua ls  
consider valuable.

B u t the choice is not e ithe r Russia as i t  is, 
or Am erican capita lism . “ In te llec tua ls ,”  .w rites 
Hoover, “ do not accept the proposition th a t the  
a lte rna tive  to cap ita lis t organization and d irec­
tion  o f production is adm in is tra tion  o f the 
economy by a h ie rarch ica l bureaucracy . . .”  
Indeed he offers no reason w hy  they should — 
except the degeneration o f the USSR. Socialists 
who can exp la in  w ha t happened to  the  Soviet 
State in  the tw enties and th irties , show ing the 
o rig in  and ro le o f S talin ism , have great oppor­
tun ities  fo r  w o rk  among those in te llectua ls Who 
fo llo w  th is line  of thought. They can show, too, 
tha t the task o f bu ild ing  a w orking-class move­
ment as firs t step to the new society, can offer 
satisfactions and possibilities fa r exceeding 
those provided by accommodation or shame­
faced critic ism  w ith o u t com m itm ent.

Kennedy— the Friendly Hangman’s Helper
By Carl Goodman

The lop A FL-C IO  brass is cur­
rently touting Sen. John F. Ken­
nedy (D-Mass.) as a particularly 
good friend of labor. W aller 
Reulher invited him lo address 
the recent United Aulo Workers 
convention. A  recent A FL-C IO  
pamphlet thanked Kennedy and 
four other Democrats for their 
efforts in behalf of labor in con­
nection with the Landrum-Grif- 
fin "labor-reform" bill. As can­
didate for president, Kennedy 
carries the good wishes —  if not 
yet the endorsement —  of the 
labor leaders.

Kennedy is fr ie n d ly  to labor 
all r ig h t —■- ju s t about as fr ie n d ­
ly  as the hangman's helper who 
says a few  com forting  words to 
the v ic tim  ju s t before the hang­
man drops the trap. In  the case 
of the “ labor-re fo rm ”  law , K en ­
nedy b u ilt the scaffolding, tied 
and soaped the kno t and oiled 
the springs on the trap  door. A ll 
Landrum  and G r iff in  d id  was 
push the lever on the trap  door, 
w h ile  Kennedy said a few  solac­
ing words to the labor move­
ment.

A c tua lly , the most damaging 
sections o f the “ labor-re fo rm ” 
b ill are not those w ritte n  in  by 
Lan d ru m -G riffin  bu t those au­
thored by Kennedy. These give 
the Secretary o f Labor broad 
powers to “ investigate”  and 
harass the unions.

“ W hile  on ly  a court test can 
te ll fo r sure,”  says the Sept. 11 
W all S treet Journal, “ m any sea­
soned labor lawyers are begin- 
ing to believe the la w  may give 
the Secretary o f Labor much o f 
the same investigatory power o f

the Senate’s M cC lellan Com­
m ittee — and then some.”

To these provisions w rit te n  by 
Kennedy, Landrum  and G r iff in  
added the clauses against “ sec­
ondary boycott.”  D id  Kennedy 
rea lly  figh t to keep these sec­
tions out o f the b ill?  N ot at all. 
He proposed the compromise 
amendments tha t bridged the 
Senate version, bearing his 
name, and the L a n d rum -G riffin  
b ill tha t had been passed by the 
House.

A Modest Fellow

“ The Kennedy compromise 
embodies the res tric tive  p rov is ­
ions of the House b ill w ith  a few  
exemptions,”  reported the Aug. 
31 W a ll S treet Journal. These 
exemptions fo r the garm ent and 
bu ild ing -trade  unions are w ha t 
earned fo r Kennedy the labor 
leaders’ gratitude. B u t the ex­
emptions were never seriously 
challenged by Landrum  and 
G riffin . The “ labo r-re fo rm ”  b i l l  
as i t  fin a lly  passed th rough Con­
gress was substantia lly  the K e n ­
nedy “ compromise.”  Kennedy is 
rea lly  too modest w hen he de­
clines to associate his name w ith  
the fina l version o f the b ill. The 
law  ju s tly  m erits  the t i t le  of 
K ennedy-Landrum -G riffin .

This is not the first lime that 
Kennedy has acted as the hang­
man's assistant in labor legisla­
tion questions. When the Tafl- 
Harlley act was being shaped in 
Congress, Kennedy, then in the 
House of Representatives, con­
tributed his share to the inclu­
sion of the 80-day injunction to 
"cool off" strikes.

A t one po in t in  the  debate, 
Kennedy stated: “ I  am not in  the 
position o f opposing every th ing  
in  th is b ill, b u t there are certa in 
th ings in  the b il l  th a t are wrong. 
I  do not see how  the President is 
going to have the pow er to stop 
Strikes tha t w i l l  affect the health 
and safety o f the people under 
the procedure listed in  Section 
203. I th in k  he must have tha t 
power.”  A t the same tim e K en ­
nedy cautioned against g ran ting  
the president powers tha t m igh t 
be too sweeping.

I t  tu rned out tha t the T a ft- 
H a rtley  law  as i t  fin a lly  passed

embodied the  precise presiden­
t ia l powers Kennedy had advo­
cated. Eisenhower used them  to 
deal a fou l b low  at the steel­
w orkers ’ s trike. B u t they  are 
otherw ise not too sweeping.

CHINA
THE CHINESE R EVO LU ­

TIO N , Problems and Perspec­
tives, by Leon T ro tsky. A  
sam pling of T ro tsky ’s views 
on a subject tha t fin a lly  shook 
the w orld . 22 pp. 35tf.

Pioneer Publishers 
116 U n ive rs ity  PI. New Y o rk  3
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Logical End for Social Democrats
A t its  na tiona l congress at Bad Godes- 

berg last week, the German Social Dem­
ocratic p a rty  voted 324 to 16 to drop 
advocacy of socialism from  its p la tfo rm . 
Th is means tha t the p a rty  program  w i l l  
now  conform  to the true  natu re  o f the 
Germ an Social Democracy, w h ich  even 
before W orld  W ar I  had become a cap ita l­
is t re fo rm  p a rty  — or more precisely, a 
bourgeois labor p a rty , to use F ried rich  En­
gels’ de fin ition . On Nov. 15, the pa rty  
congress adopted a new program  inc lud ing  
the fo llo w in g  points:

(1) Class w arfa re  is de fin ite ly  discard­
ed. The Social Democracy w i l l  no longer 
c la im  to be a working-class p a rty  bu t a 
p a rty  tha t promotes the w e lfa re  of the  
en tire  “ nation .”

(2) The p a rty  declares itse lf on the 
side o f “ democracy”  in  the ba ttle  a'gainst 
“ w o rld  Com munism .”

(3) N ationa liza tion  o f in d u s try  is 
abandoned as the so lution of economic 
problems. The emphasis is on regu la tion , 
vague ly called “ pub lic  ownership,”  and 
on prom oting  economic freedom inc lud ing  
the free in it ia tiv e  of employers.

(4) The Social Democrats come out 
fo r  “ nationa l defense.”  M ilita ry  conscrip­
tio n  is opposed on ly  as long as Germ any is 
divided.

(5) In  fo re ign policy, the program  sup­
ports strengthen ing the U n ited  Nations 
and inc lud ing  a reunified Germ any in  a 
European “ security  system”—presum ably 
a m ilita ry  a lliance such as N A TO  repre­
sents and to w h ich  West G erm any already 
adheres.

None o f these program m atic positions 
do violence to any previous practice of the 
Social Dem ocratic leaders.

Abandonm ent of class-struggle p r in ­
ciples? F rom  1918 to 1932, the German 
Social Democrats repeatedly entered coali­
tio n  governments w ith  cap ita lis t parties in  
the “ in terest of the nation .”  A ga in  a fte r 
W orld  W ar I I ,  they form ed coalitions in  
several German states.

D e f e n s e  of cap ita lis t democracy 
against Communism? The Social Demo­
crats lined up w ith  the b ig  industria lis ts , 
Junkers and pro-Kaiser arm y officers in  
1918 to crush the B e rlin  w orkers who were 
m oving  in  .a revo lu tiona ry  d irection. They 
were accomplices in  the m urder of K a r l 
L iebknecht and Rosa Luxem burg , the 
heroic Germ an Com m unist leaders. This 
was the c rim in a l basis on w h ich  the 
W eim ar R epublic—the Social Democrats’ 
proud achievement —  was erected.

No nationa liza tion  of industry?  W hen 
and where d id  the Germ an Social Democ­
racy, when i t  held office, ever move to 
expropria te  capita lis ts or in fr in g e  on th e ir 
p ro fit-m ak ing  in  any way? W hen the So­
c ia l Democrats were in  power they  broke 
strikes, clubbed demonstrations, w itch - 
hunted working-class m ilita n ts  — in  short 
adm inistered a cap ita lis t ‘state. They took 
no steps w hatever leading tow ard  so­
cialism .

“ N ationa l defense?”  The German So­
c ia l Dem ocratic leaders enthusiastica lly  
supported German im peria lism  in  W orld  
W ar I  and backed the K a iser’s w a r e ffo rt 
to the h ilt .

Support of a European “ security  sys­
tem ” — tha t is, a m ilita ry  bloc of im p e ria l­
is t nations? M any Social Dem ocratic lead­
ers, forced by  the Nazis to flee Germany, 
took shelter w ith  B rit is h  and U.S. im per­
ia lism  and supported the ru lin g  classes of 
these countries in  th e ir  p redatory W orld  
W ar I I  aims.

"You Just Do These Things"

B u t w h ile  be tray ing  socialism in  
deeds, the Social Democrats c lung ve rba l­
ly  to M arx ism  du ring  the last f i f t y  years. 
T im e and again they rebuffed those who 
advocated tha t the p a rty  fra n k ly  adm it i t  
had abandoned socialism and stood m ere ly 
fo r  reform s. “ You don’t  say these things. 
You ju s t do them ,”  is how a shocked p a rty  
bureaucrat once answered a theoretic ian 
who proposed to b ring  the Social Demo­
cra tic  program  in  line  w ith  its  practices. 
Because o f cu rren t p o lit ica l conditions in  
Germ any, the p a rty  leaders f in a lly  decided 
to “ say these th ings”  as w e ll as do them.

The German Social D em ocratic lead­
ers believe they can catch m ore votes in  
the 1961 elections w ith o u t a socialist p la t­
fo rm  than w ith  one. Repeated Social Dem ­
ocratic. and S ta lin is t betrayals have low er­
ed the support fo r  socialist ideas among 
the w orkers— especially the  younger peo­
ple. The boom of the past decade has also 
conservatized the w o rk ing  class. The So­
c ia l Democrats have lost three elections in  
a row  to Chancellor Adenauer’s C hris tian  
Dem ocratic pa rty . A  non-socialist p la t­
fo rm , the Social-Democratic leaders hope, 
w i l l  a ttrac t some lib e ra l m iddle-class 
votes.

The fact,, however, th a t the p a rty  
leaders have decided to drop th e ir  socialist 
verbiage fo r cu rren t vo te-getting  purposes 
shows how  lig h t ly  they took the socialist

program  a ll along. E v iden tly  they never 
though t socialism good fo r anyth ing  else 
b u t vote-catching and ho liday speechifying 
in  those periods when the m a jo r ity  of 
w orkers were s trong ly  socialist-m inded.

Just the same, one m igh t th in k  tha t 
the German Social Democrats, o f a ll peop- 
ple, w ou ld  have developed an insuperable 
conditioned reflex against tou ting  cap ita l­
ism. For German capita lism  brought H it le r  
to power, and despite the loya l services 
tha t the Social Democracy had previously 
rendered b ig  business, H it le r  fille d  the 
concentration camps and gas chambers 
w ith  a goodly num ber o f Social Demo­
cra tic  adherents, inc lud ing  m any low er- 
echelon functionaries. Furtherm ore, in  the 
days when H it le r  was advancing on the 
road to power, bu t had not ye t seized it, 
the Social Democrats c lung a ll the more 
tenaciously to th e ir  cap ita lis t a llies in  
the va in  hope tha t these w ou ld  b lock the 
Nazis. They refused to m obilize the w o rk ­
ing  class fo r  struggle against the Nazi 
storm  troopers fo r  fear th a t th is  w ould 
d rive  the cap ita lis t libe ra ls  in to  H it le r ’s 
arms. The Social Democrats (and the Stal­
inists, too, from  th e ir  side) paralyzed the 
Germ an w o rk ing  class, and H it le r  con­
quered w ith o u t a struggle. Surely, one 
w ou ld  th in k , the consequence o f th e ir  
treacherous po litics  and the horrors of 
Nazism w ou ld  have been branded forever 
in  the m em ory of the Social Democrats, 
rendering  them  incapable of ever coming 
to term s again w ith  capitalism .

Retreat into a Rat Hole
B u t hidebound labor bureaucrats, such 

as lead the German Social Democracy, are 
incapable of learning. T he ir younger re­
placements have no in te rest in  learning. 
As Leon T ro tsky  w ro te  in  1940 about the 
Social Dem ocratic breed not on ly  in  G er­
m any bu t everywhere, these “ opportun ists 
know  bu t one po licy  —  tha t of passive 
adaptation. Under the conditions o f de­
caying capita lism  noth ing remains open to 
them  b u t the surrender of one position 
a fte r another. The w h itt lin g  away of th e ir  
a lready m iserable program , the low ering 
of th e ir demands, the renunciation of de­
mands altogether, continuous re trea t fu r ­
th e r and fu r th e r  back u n t i l  there  is no 
place le ft to re trea t except a ra t hole.”

The open renunciation o f socialism by 
the Social Democrats does not end the 
struggle fo r socialism — especially not in  
Germany, where the w o rk in g  class has 
experienced the barbarism  of decaying 
capita lism  on a scale worse, perhaps, than 
the p ro le ta ria t of any other country.

G erm any is the coun try  where M a rx ­
ism firs t won a mass fo llow ing . Fo r de­
cades before the degeneration o f the So­
cia l Democracy, the German M arx is ts  
taugh t and led the  in te rna tion a l socialist 
movement. A fte rw ards , the great le ft-w in g  
leaders — Luxem burg , L iebknecht and 
M ehring  — contribu ted  th e ir  im perishable 
page to the h is to ry  o f w o rld  socialism.

Again, G erm any is the indus tria l 
heart of Europe. The prospect of a social­
is t G erm any has insp ired the European 
w o rk in g  class since the tu rn  o f the century 
and w i l l  insp ire  i t  again. For G erm any’s 
in d u s try  and cu ltu re , function ing  in  a 
socialist un ited  states o f Europe, w i l l  l i f t  
the  liv in g  standards of the European 
masses fa r above the levels reached under 
capita lism  and w i l l  make possible the 
flow ering  o f socialist democracy.

The Social Dem ocracy’s open re jection  
o f socialism does not de tract one iota from  
the genuine M a rx is t tra d itio n  or the g low ­
ing  prospects th a t socialism offers the 
Germ an and European w o rk ing  class. 
W hat the latest move o f the p a rty  leaders 
does is to end a b ig  lie. I t  disposes of the 
c la im  th a t socialism can be atta ined under 
a Social Dem ocratic leadership, th a t the 
Social Democrats o ffer a road to social­
ism.

Class-conscious w orkers and rebellious 
young people eager to fig h t fo r a w o rld  
w ith o u t w ar, poverty  or oppression, bu t 
fooled in  the past by the socialist pre­
tensions of the Social Democracy, w i l l  
now feel free r to con tribu te  th e ir  ta lents 
and energies to the b u ild ing  of an authen­
tic  p a rty  of socialism. The economic boom 
w on ’t  last forever. I t  w i l l  g ive w ay to a 
depression, and w hen i t  does, th is  w i l l  
shatter the illus ions among the w o rk ing  
people th a t they can obtain economic se­
c u r ity  under capitalism . A  German revo­
lu tionary-soc ia lis t p a rty  — w ith  its  p r in ­
c ipa l r iv a l, the Social Democracy, self­
d isqualified as a socialist pole of a ttrac­
tion  —  w i l l  be able ra p id ly  to gain the 
adherence of the masses and organize 
them  fo r the socialist transform ation.

I t  w i l l  thus tu rn  out tha t the Social 
Dem ocratic leaders perform ed an u n in ­
tended service to the socialist cause by 
openly renouncing socialism. In  fact i t  is 
the on ly  service th a t the procession of So­
c ia l Dem ocratic pie-cards and fakers has 
con tribu ted  to socialism fo r f i f ty  years.

"And don't worry about the cranberries. There's hardly enough 
to kill a mouse!"

Gomulka Shifts Back Further 
To Stalinist Methods of Rule

By Daniel Roberts
During the last three weeks 

a pronounced shift back to old  
line Stalinist methods has taken 
place in Poland. It  was detailed 
in a series of ten dispatches to 
the New York Times by its 
Warsaw correspondent, A . M. 
Rosenthal, who on Nov. 11 was 
ordered to leave the country be­
cause his reports had "probed 
too deeply" into Polish affairs 
The correctness of the reports, 
he was told, was not in question.

The sh ift has been m arked by 
the appointm ent to key economic 
and police positions of leading 
people ousted d u ring  the Octo­
ber 1956 revo lu tion  against S ta l­
in is t ty ranny  and by the d is­
missal o f prom inent “ libera ls.”

Thus Ju lian  Tokarsk i was 
named deputy chief of p lanning 
in the recent personnel changes. 
In  June. 1956. Tokarski, then 
m in is te r of m otor industry, re ­
fused to g rant the demand of 
Poznan w orkers fo r h igher 
wages and low er w o rk  quotas. 
H is refusal touched o ff the 
Poznan general s trike  and dem­
onstration. He was dismissed 
sho rtly  thereafter.

Again, Eugeniusz Szyr was 
recently appointed D eputy P re­
m ier. Szyr was a prom inent 
economist of the pre-October 
days. Since then he has urged 
the regime to concern itse lf less 
w ith  avoid ing a repetition  of 
S ta lin is t-type  methods o f ad­
m in is tra tive  “ pressure”  a n d  
more w ith  upp ing  the produc­
tion  quotas— especially of heavy 
industry.

A no ther o ld -line  S ta lin is t once 
again raised to eminence is 
L ieu t. Gen. K az im irz  W itaszew- 
Ski, n icknam ed “ Gen. Gaspipe,”  
Who was given the post of 
D eputy C hief of S taff in charge 
of intelligence. Before the Octo­
ber 1956 revo lu tion , W itaszew- 
ski served as deputy under M a r­
shall Rokossovski, Moscow’s ap­
pointee at the head of the Polish 
arm y. W itaszewski was removed 
a fte r October together w ith  his 
boss.

Am ong those who have been 
demoted in  recent weeks are 
E dward Ochab, ousted as M in ­
is te r o f A g ricu ltu re , and Jerzy 
M orawski, who reported ly  re ­
signed from  the Communist 
p a rty ’s top comm ittee because 
o f opposition to the appo in t­
m ent o f the o ld -line  Stalinists. 
Ochab was a p rinc ipa l figure in 
the Polish regime at the tim e of 
the Poznan ris ing. F o llow ing  
these events he embraced “ de- 
S ta lin iza tion ”  and paved the 
w ay fo r W ladyslaw  G om ulka ’s 
accession to leadership of the 
C om m unist p a rty  in  October 
1956. M oraw ski was raised to 
the top rungs of p a rty  leader­
ship du ring  the October events. 
Insurgent w orkers and youth 
adhering to the CP looked on 
h im  as th e ir  spokesman.

The latest changes in  person­
nel reflect the conclusion o f a 
debate over economic po licy  
w ith in  the p a rty ’s C entra l Com­
mittee. In  the debate, Gom ulka 
ranged h im se lf on the side of 
those ca lling  fo r  a “ tigh ten ing  
up”  o f the economy and fo r 
“ d iscip line.”

As a result of the tough pol­
icy, the government marked up 
the price of meat 25%. Over­
time work has been ordered 
eliminated in the factories and 
work quotas during the normal 
eight-hour day increased. W ork­
ers consequently w ill have to 
produce as much as before but 
without benefit of overtime pay. 
Factory rolls have been ordered 
pruned in a number of indus­
tries, and workers thus lopped 
6ff face the need to relocate to

merging them irilo "workers' 
s e 1 f-government conferences" 
dominated by the trade-union 
and parly functionaries in the 
shops.

Instead o f the w orkers’ dem­
ocracy the Zeran w orkers had 
demanded, G o m u l k a  offered 
h igher wages, reduction o f w o rk  
norms, some re laxation  o f the 
fo rm er S ta lin is t d iscip line and 
a lterations in  the plans so as to 
favo r consumer-goods produce 
tion. Police ru le  also was atten­
uated. A l l  these reforms, to  be 
sure, made the bureaucratic re ­
gime more bearable. B u t they 
d id  not generate enthusiasm fo r 
boosting labor p ro d u c tiv ity  and 
thus advancing on the road to 
socialism.

The bureaucracy, both when 
it applies the S ta lin is t w h ip  and 
when i t  doles out a few  reforms, 
keeps a t ig h t l id  on the great 
creative po tentia l lodged in  the 
w o rk ing  class. As the Zeran 
w orkers realized, th is  po ten tia l 
can be freed on ly  through a re ­
gime of w orkers ’ democracy.

The American 
Way of Life
And How the Butcher's Thumb

Am erica  has been faced w ith  some agonizing reap­
praisals in  recent weeks. W hat about tha t T V  set a fte r all? 
Was i t  a good investm ent? True, i t ’s cheaper enterta inm ent
than going to the movies, bu t*---------------------------------------------------- -

office by Wagner. The post is 
a strategic one in  the eyes of 
the Tam m any boys.

Inspectors u n d e r  Loughran 
pu t the arm  on the bu tcher 
shops. A bout once a year or so 
they insinuated th a t i t  was 
about tim e to change brands on 
the scales they were using. This 
meant a luc ra tive  commission 
from  the scales manufacturers. 
In  add ition  they insinuated th a t 
butchers who fe lt  compelled to 
cheat th e ir  customers in  order 
to make a pro fit, had be tte r 
share th e ir  pro fits w ith  the  
squad o f inspectors.

Thé shakedown Was $50 or 
$60 a month, and as many as 500 
or more shops are rumored to 
have keen involved.

The butchers used ingenious 
ways o f w o rk in g  the pub lic  fd r  
the benefit- o f themselves and 
the Bureau o f W eights &  Mea­
sures. Those w ith  dexterous 
thum bs exercised them  regu la r­
ly  w h ile  w e igh ing up an order. 
Some, not so dexterous, h id  thé 
reading on the scale fro m  the 
customer’s v iew , an illega l 
practice. Others rigged w ire  
contraptions th a t perm itted  à 
heavy toe to substitu te  fo r  the 
thum b. S t i l l  others used loaded 
counterweights.

Hand Faster Than Eye 
Butchers, adept at card tricks 

and similar sleight of hand, 
weighed tender prime meat on 
the scales, then w ith the magic 
words, "Presto, change-o," con­
verted it into lough commercial 
meat right through the wrap* 
ping.

M ayor Wagner, o f course, has 
passed the w ord  down the lin e  
to keep investigating  “ u n til 
every th ing  is c l e a n e d  up.”  
Loughran looks lik e  a prom is­
ing candidate fo r the fa l l  guy.

I t  is rem arkable  w ha t cynical 
rem arks are heard in  New 
Y o rk ’s stores. “ I  don’t  care i f  
they do release the cranberries. 
Who d id  they pay off?”  “ I t ’s 
ge tting  so you can’t  tru s t even 
th e ir bargain prices.”  “ Who is 
there tha t isn’t fixed?”

I t ’s been an unusually rough 
few  weeks on the m ora l fro n t. 
Some people are even beginning 
to w onder i f  i t  w ou ldn ’t  be 
w iser to stop looking  fo r  morals 
in  the Am erican W ay o f L ife .

— Paul Abbott

w hat about the m orals o f our 
children? Is i t  good to expose 
them  hour a fte r hour to such 
corruption as was evident in  the 
quiz shows?

Then came another shockeroo. 
Just as the Thanksgiv ing season 
opened, a conscientious govern­
ment o ffic ia l— tha t rarest o f a ll 
ra rities  —  warned housewives 
tha t Am erica ’s cranberry crop 
was contam inated w ith  a can­
cer-inducing chemical weed­
k ille r.

W hile  the Am erican people, 
fo r the firs t tim e  in the h is to ry  
of the country, contemplated a 
Thanksgiv ing w ith o u t cranber­
ries, some searching questions 
were asked. In  the in te rest of 
m a in ta in ing  the health  of the 
p riva te  enterprise system is i t  
m ora l to take a chance w ith  the 
health o f the public, i f  the 
poison included in  food p u t on 
the m arket is sm all in  quan tity , 
detectable on ly  in  occasional 
lots, and has dem onstrably 
caused cancer so fa r on ly  in  
rodents?

W hat about tha t most im p o rt­
ant of a ll questions in  th is  coun­
try , profits? The profits of the 
cranberry growers? I f  they ’re 
to be h u rt by  a sudden reaction 
among buyers, w h ich  they had­
n ’t foreseen when they used 
am inotriazole in  th e ir bogs, isn’t 
i t  in  the interest o f the general 
pub lic  w e lfa re  to grant them 
funds out of the U.S. Treasury? 
A fter all, this is something im ­
portant, not a mere matter of 
strikers losing their wages or 
workers running out of unem­
ployment insurance or being 
denied relief checks.

W hile  people fro m  coast to 
coast w restled w ith  these ques­
tions, New Yorkers were given 
s til l another jo lt . Once again 
they were rem inded th a t you 
can’t  tru s t a butcher and you 
can’t tru s t Tammany H a ll. New 
Yorkers knew  th is  already, so 
i t  h u rt to  find out th a t they had 
paid a few  m illio n  dollars fo r 
the rem inder.

Fred J. Loughran has been 
arrested as a rin g  leader in  th is 
ta le o f ta in ted  po litics  and 
short-w eighted meat. He was 
appointed d irec to r o f the c ity ’s 
Bureau of W eights &  Measures 
by M ayor O’D w yer and kep t in

Headlines in Other Lands
Eisenhower Finds 
Canal Zone Strife 
Just a Big "Puzzle"

President E isenhower said he 
was “ puzzled”  by the violence o f 
the  an ti-A m erican  demonstra­
tio n  in  Panama C ity , Nov. 3. The 
S t a t e  Departm ent, however, 
seemed to know  w hat i t  was a ll 
about — namely, tha t the  Pana­
manian people w an t to  exercise 
contro l over the Canal th a t cuts 
th rough  the  m idd le  o f th e ir 
country. The State D epartm ent 
has warned the Panamanian 
governm ent to  p revent a march 
on the Canal Zone scheduled fo r 
Nov. 28. A  march by a group o f 
students w ho sought to  p lan t the 
Panamanian flag in  the  Canal 
Zone touched o ff the Nov. 3 dem­
onstration.

Secretary o f State H e rte r in ­
form ed Panama th is  week th a t 
there could be no "se ttlem ent”  of 
the differences between the  tw o 
countries w h ile  the th rea t o f v io ­
lence exists. A nd  U n d e rs e c re ­
ta ry  o f State R ubottom  resorted 
to the U.S. governm ent’s stock 
accusation th a t “ comm unists”  
caused the Nov. 3 demonstra­
tion.

Panama gets $1,980,000 in  
“ re n t”  per year fo r  the  Canal 
Zone. This is less than one- 
fifteen th  o f the Canal’s yea rly  
revenue. Panamanians have de­
manded th a t th e ir  coun try  get 
50% o f the to lls.

Land Distribution 
To Start in Tibet

The C h i n e s e  C om m unist 
p a rty ’s regional com m ittee in  
T ibe t decided at a m eeting end­
ing  Oct. 18 to  s ta rt red is tr ibu ting  
land to peasants belonging m ost­
ly  to feudal lords and monaster­
ies.

Land belonging to  feudal land ­
owners w ho partic ipa ted  in  the 
anti-Chinese r e b e l l i o n  last 
spring w il l  be confiscated w ith ­
ou t payment. B u t the T ibe t com­
m ittee  recommended th a t the 
state compensate those land ­
owners w ho rem ained loya l to 
the Chinese.

Land d is tr ib u tio n  w il l  firs t be 
applied to ag ricu ltu ra l areas in ­
vo lv in g  about 900,000 o f T ibe t’s 
popula tion. The m a in  tasks at

present, in  the  pastora l areas, 
in vo lv in g  about 300,000 herds­
men, are to “ oppose rebe llion ”  
and abolish unpaid  forced labor 
and slavery.

The o ffic ia l po licy  tow ard  the 
monasteries, m any o f w h ich  are 
also large landowners, is to  buy 
ou t the land  o f those th a t took 
no p a rt in  the revo lt. The state 
w i l l  also g rant them  subsidies 
i f  th e ir  income becomes in su f­
fic ien t because o f land d is tr ib u ­
tion. Able-bodied monks, how ­
ever, are expected to take pa rt 
in  production.

Defiant Nicaraguan 
Students Challenge 
Somoza Brothers

A  new  round  o f conflic t be­
tween N icaragua’s students and 
the  Somoza brothers w ho ru le  
the coun try  is in  thé offing. The 
N ationa l S tudent Federation has 
sent a te legram  to Pres. Lu is  So­
moza dem anding th a t three u n i­
ve rs ity  students recen tly  a rrest­
ed be freed im m ediate ly.

Gen. Anastasio Somoza, ch ie f 
o f the  N ationa l Guard, charged 
th a t the  three students were 
found  by policem en “ near an 
unexploded bomb”  and th a t they 
w ou ld  be he ld  inde fin ite ly .

The bad fee ling  between the 
students and the regim e has be­
come so deep tha t, according to 
Pau l F. Kennedy in  the  Nov. 14 
New Y o rk  Times, Gen Somoza 
has said: “ The G overnm ent fu r ­
nishes the un ive rs ity  w i t h  
money, bu t there is no reason 
w hy  i t  w i l l  have to  continue do­
ing  so w hen a ll these students 
do is fig h t us.”

Report Khrushchev 
And Tito Held 
Secret Meeting

Prem ier K hrushchev and M a r­
shall T ito  held a secret confer­
ence on the Yugoslav-Rum anian 
border in  October, according to 
in fo rm a tion  the  U.S. State De­
partm ent received fro m  R um an­
ia, Poland and the Soviet Union. 
This was reported by  R obert S. 
A lle n  and Paul Scott in  the ir 
column, W ashington Report, 
Nov. 16.

A t  the meeting, K hrushchev is

said to  have b rie fed  T ito  on his 
ta lks  w ith  President E isenhower 
and w ith  the Chinese Commu­
n is t p a rty  leaders. T ito  is con­
sidering an in v ita tio n  to  make 
an o ffic ia l v is it to  Moscow pos­
s ib ly  in  December, according to  
the  State D epartm ent’s in fo rm a­
tion . Khrushchev is ¿aid to  have 
in itia te d  the m eeting w ith  T ito .

American Plane Oil 
Adulterant Poisons 
10,000 Moroccans

N early  10,000 cases o f p a ra ly ­
sis o f the arms and legs have 
occurred in  Morocco recently. 
They w ere caused by m ine ra l- 
o il poisoning. Surplus stores o f 
the o il, used n o rm a lly  to  rinse 
a irp lane engines, had been sold 
to  Moroccan m erchants b y  the 
U.S. A ir  Force base at Nouaseur 
near Casablanca. The merchants 
fra u d u le n tly  used i t  to  d ilu te  
o live  and peanut o il and resold i t  
fo r cooking purposes.

Physicians say no cure has 
been found fo r the paralysis. The 
s itua tion  has been o ff ic ia lly  p ro ­
claim ed a nationa l disaster. The 
merchants invo lved  face the 
death penalty.

A  spokesman fo r  the  U.S. A ir  
Force stated th a t the  o il was 
sold as machine o il. “ Its  subse­
quent use is no t our responsi­
b il i ty ,”  he said.

Note British Fallout 
Coincides with Rise 
In Leukemia Deaths

Deaths fro m  leukem ia in  five 
counties in  England rose by 50% 
between 1950 and 1957, reports 
the Lancet, a B r itis h  medical 
journa l.

Leukem ia, o r cancer o f the 
blood, is almost always fa ta l. 
The increase o f its  incidence in  
the counties in  question is 
ascribed by a B r it is h  m edical 
officer, D r. P h illips , to  s tron tium  
90, a rad ioactive elem ent in  
atom ic fa llo u t b rough t dow n in  
the ra in fa ll. The m edical o fficer 
pointed out th a t fo u r o f the 
counties are mountainous areas 
w ith  h igh  ra in fa ll.

Increase o f leukem ia b y  38%, 
25%, and 19% was reported in  
three o ther counties.

industries— often in other areas 
of the country— that have man­
power shortages.

The p re text fo r the sh ift to  a 
tough lin e  is th a t the regime’s 
iibe ra l course has landed the 
economy in a crisis. Th is may 
indeed be the case. B u t a re tu rn  
to the S ta lin is t w h ip  as the 
chief spur to production w il l  a l­
so land the economy in  crisis, as 
Polish experience du ring  the S ix 
Year P lan fro m  1949 to 1955 
testifies. Police te rro r and bu ­
reaucratic m isru le  brought se­
vere dislocations in thè plan and 
a fa llin g  p ro d u c tiv ity  of labor.

On the eve o f the October 
revo lu tion  the most class-con- 
scious section o f the Polish 
w o rk ing  class, located in  the 
Zeran d is tr ic t o f Warsaw, fo r ­
m ulated a program  to take the 
economy out of the b lind  a lley 
of S talin ism .

The Zeran program called for 
workers' councils elected demo­
cratically in each factory. The 
councils were to lake over man­
agement of the plants. The 
Zeran workers criticized a gov­
ernment proposal for a general 
wage increase as impractical. 
"We don't want," they said, 
"new iictions which may only 
lead to inflation."

The Zeran w orkers pledged “ to 
double production as compared 
w ith  the present level, to e lim ­
inate com plete ly the cu rren t 
losses in  production, and, w ha t 
is more to create conditions 
w h ich  vt'ould enable the fac tory  
[then w o rk in g  at a loss] to earn 
profits fo r  the state . . . Com­
rades a t Zeran do no t w an t 
promises from  above. They w ant 
to w o rk  by themselves fo r  an 
increase in th e ir real earnings,”  
a W arsaw radio station reported 
at the time.

A  section of the Polish Com­
m unist pa rty  voiced the senti­
ments of the Zeran workers. In  
a num ber o f artic les these CP 
m ilitan ts  spelled out the im p li­
cations contained in  the Zeran 
program. One o f them  declared 
tha t “ the m ovem ent fo r  w o rk ­
ers’ se lf-governm ent s h o u l d  
ca rry  in  its  wake a w hoje chain 
of transform ations in the p o li­
tica l and economic structure  of 
the state.”

" . . .  i f  self-governm ent is ac­
tu a lly  to have au tho rity , then 
there m ust take place now or in  
the ve ry  near fu tu re  a wholesale 
transform ation o f  in d iv id u a l 
councils in  in d iv id u a l enter­
prises in to  a system o f councils 
. . . The rea lization of th is  
scheme, however, cannot be ac­
complished through an a rtif ic ia l 
fusion o f the w orkers ’ councils 
w ith  the exis ting  adm in is tra tive  
apparatus w h ich  was born in  
the past era. F o r there is a 
fundam ental difference between 
bureaucratic centra liza tion and 
democratic centra lization.”

The Zeran w orkers were in 
the fo re fron t of the upsurge 
tha t b rought G om ulka to power. 
He was compelled under the c ir­
cumstances to legalize the w o rk ­
ers’ councils th a t had been or­
ganized th roughou t industry. 
However, G om ulka and the 
Com m unist p a rty  leaders most 
closely associated w ith  h im  did 
not m obilize the w orkers fo r  a 
fu r th e r assault on the system of 
bureaucratic priv ileges and ru le  
by command.

From the first day he came to 
power, Gomulka sought instead 
to lim it the functions of the 
workers' councils. He denied 
them the right to fèderate. He 
forbade them to lake over the 
functions of the trade unions or 
to infringe on the prerogatives 
of management. Finally, in 1958, 
he virtually dissolved them by



Asks Us to Define 
Technical Terms
Editor:

I  am a new coniact to social­
ism  and as such I find  certa in 
term inologies d ifficu lt. W ould 
you please exp la in  in  under­
standable language the fo llo w ­
ing :

(1) secondary boycott, (2) 
p lenum , (3) neo-fascist, (4) em­
p irica l, (5) sectarian, (6) Fabian.

E. W.
San Diego 

•  *  *

M ost newcomers to the so­
c ia lis t m ovem ent find  i t  d ifficu lt 
a t firs t to  learn a new set of 
words seldom used in  everyday 
life . M any o f these words have a 
special technical meaning in  the 
labor and socialist movem ent 
and i t  is d iff ic u lt to  substitute 
s im p le r words fo r them. A nd  
sometimes, we m ust adm it, so­
c ia lis t w rite rs  don’t  exp la in  
th ings as s im p ly  as they m ight. 
We hflpe the fo llo w in g  b rie f 
defin itions w i l l  be o f help.

(1) Secondary boycott: A
union engages in  a secondary 
boycott w hen i t  pickets a busi­
ness firm  th a t is hand ling  the 
products o f a strikebound com­
pany. A n ti- la b o r leg is la tion has 
p u t sharp restric tions on such 
acts o f un ion  so lidarity .

(2) P lenum : A  fu l l  m eeting of 
a ll members o f a re g u la rly  es­
tablished body, such as the  na­
tio n a l com m ittee o f a p o litica l

party. Such meetings are also 
re ferred to as p lenary sessions.

(3) Neo-fascist: N ew  support­
ers o f the fascist program  o f H it ­
le r or M ussolini.

(4) E m p irica l: A  person is 
“ em p irica l”  in  a bad sense when 
he relies on ly  on w ha t he can 
see, hear, feel, taste or touch 
and resists f itt in g  such facts in to  
a broad theory or system o f sci­
entific  thought. E m p irica lly , i t  is 
obvious th a t the sun crosses the 
sky from  east to west; scientific­
a lly , we exp la in  th is  fac t by  the 
revo lu tion  of the  earth on its 
axis from  west to east. A no the r 
example: E m p irica lly , the boss 
pays his w orkers th e ir wages out 
of his bank ro ll;  sc ientifica lly, 
his w orkers, th rough th e ir  labor, 
fu rn ish  h im  w ith  the bank ro ll, 
inc lud ing  considerably m o r e  
than th e ir  wages.

(5) Sectarian: The tendency to 
disregard any th ing  in  re a lity  
th a t does not f i t  preconceived 
ideas. In  p o lit ica l usage th is  
means a program  o r stand th a t 
disregards im portan t facts in  the 
d a ily  class struggle, therefore 
leading to unw arranted iso lation 
o f the party .

(6) Fabian: The Fabian Society 
was organized in  England in  
1884. I t  proposed to  achieve so­
cia lism  b y  gradual changes in  
capitalism .

Editor

Cranberry Fetish
Editor:

The C ranberry Growers As­
sociation h it  at Secretary of 
H ealth F lem m ing fo r disclosing 
to the press the contam ination 
of the cranberry crop. The crop 
had been contam inated by the 
u n law fu l use of a weed k ille r  
tha t produced cancer in  test 
animals.

The law  specifically denies 
approval to  any compound tha t 
produces cancer or im pa irm ent 
of v ita l organs. Permission had 
been granted fo r use of the 
weed k il le r  a fte r the crop had 
been harvested. They used i t  
w h ile  the berries were grow ing.

The growers association has 
the nerve to charge F lem m ing 
w ith  irrespons ib ility  w ith  his 
press statement. These respon­
sible people w ou ld  m arket the 
crop w ith  its  contam ination. 
They cried about the te rrib le  
loss they faced because they 
w on’t be able to sell the crop.

This is a s tr ik in g  example of 
w ha t M a rx  called the fetish ism  
of comm odities.”  Here are cran­
berries, a product o f man’s la ­
bor, standing over the produc­
ers, th reaten ing them  w ith  ru in  
i f  they are not disposed of w ith  
a pro fit. The sale of the com­
m odity, even though contam in­
ated, is more im portan t in  a 
com m odity - producing society 
than the health of the ind iv idua l 
members o f society.

John H.
New York City

Lull-a-Buy Baby
By Herman Chauka

Do you s ti l l  have the backw ard no tion  tha t 
music is to  entertain? W ake up! M usic is to 
break down sales resistance.

M itch  Le igh, president o f M usic Makers, 
Inc., explained th is  to  the W a ll S treet Journal. 
M odern jazz in  a T V  commercial, he said, can 
im p la n t in  your m ind the idea tha t a Ford is a 
m odern car.

Tha t’s on ly  the beginning. They w ant you 
to believe the Ford is room ier. As actors jostle  
in to  a “ non-Ford,”  the music changes meter. 
“ Each m eter change gives the v iew er an u n ­
com fortable experience.”

Real musical brains go in to  the composi­
tions. “ O ur music has got to  give people an 
emotional experience tha t they ’l l  associate w ith  
the  c lien t’s product,”  th is  modern maestro says. 
“ I t ’s got to sell, no t ju s t en terta in .”

A nd  i t  does. To sell Duncan Hines cake m ix , 
a P roctor and Gamble product, M r. Le igh  com­
posed a rea l h igh -b row  piece, “ Concerto fo r 
Announcer and Orchestra.”  W ith  qu ie t pride, 
the composer said, “ We w anted to b u ild  up an

image o f real class around th e ir  new deluxe 
cake m ix .”

N ot tha t the o rd ina ry  jin g le  is dy ing  —  as 
you may have thought, o r has tily  hoped. J ing le  
M ill,  a New Y o rk  firm  whose production m eth­
ods w ou ld  make old H enry  Ford ’s eyes g lin t, 
has three w rite rs  and a q u in te t th a t tu rn  out 
as m any as 40 jing les in  an afternoon.

The year J ing le  M i l l  started, on ly  3,000 
jing les were produced. In  the com ing year, p ro ­
duction is expected to h it  8,000 jingles. The best 
jing les are at the cash register.

The company has a stock o f some 500 tunes 
th a t are used over and over. The c lien t selects 
a tune and J ing le  M ill  dubs in  the message on 
the already recorded music. Tha t w ay a cap­
ita lis t can choose the type  o f music most suited 
to  his product —  “ peppy, dreamy, calypso, 
rock n ’ ro ll, country.”

Don’t  get th is  new  in d u s try  w rong  as you 
d r in k  in  the commercials. As M r. Le igh to ld  the 
W a ll S treet Journa l, “ This isn ’t  a new w ay to 
brainwash the public. I t ’s lik e  the mood music 
used in  m otion pictures.”

T V  Q U IZ  SHOWS F IX E D  TO IN C IT E  
CLASS WAR? —  J. Edgar Hoover’s gum shoes 
are exp lo ring  the poss ib ility  th a t some o f the 
partic ipants in  the rigged quiz shows were 
e ithe r “ comm unists”  o r connected w ith  “ com­
m un is t fron ts ,”  according to  V a rie ty , w h ich  
peddles the  inside dope in  the show business. 
The need fo r  such an investigation  is pointed 
up  by one o f the le tters fro m  an ad agency to  a 
qu iz  show sponsor now in  the files o f the House 
Subcom m ittee on Leg is la tive  Oversight. The 
le tte r proposes: . . le t the  fa rm e r become
champion and find  a good c ity  s licke r to  com­
pete against h im  in  another contest.”  C learly  a 
m ove to w iden the g u lf between tow n  and 
country.

• * *
IT 'S  N O T IL L E G A L, B U T —  A rth u r  D. 

Foster, I I I ,  a 27-year-old resident o f Ba ltim ore, 
has been w a lk in g  th rough  the poor section o f 
the c ity , knocking  on doors and handing people 
$25 o r $50 as a g ift. He reported ly came in to  a 
large inheritance recently  and s im p ly  w anted 
to  g ive i t  away. Police heard about these un ­
usual doings and the young m an was p rom p tly  
hauled o ff to  ja il. The money was checked to 
see i f  i t  was good and he was g rille d  at some 
length. He was fin a lly  released. A  puzzled police 
o ffice r said, “ There’s no law  saying a man can’t  
g ive away money i f  he wants to .”

*  *  *

ONE OBSTACLE TO C H IN A  TR A V EL RE­
M O VE D  —  The State D epartm ent has q u ie tly  
b lo tted  ou t a clause from  the passports o f 31 
newsmen cleared fo r trave l to  China w h ich  the 
governm ent o f tha t coun try  had Dranded as an 
“ insu lt.”  The section authorized the newsmen 
to  trave l “ in  those portions of China Under Com­
m un is t contro l.”  Asked about the action, offic ia ls 
said the change had been made w ith o u t an­
nouncement so i t  should not be m is in terpreted 
as a change in  basic po licy  tow ard  China.

» » *
H OW  M A N Y  OTHER S IM IL A R  CONFES­

SIONS? — Charles Baisten, a 17-year-old Negro, 
was scheduled to go on tr ia l in  Chicago Nov. 16 
fo r  the s laying o f a 16-year-old boy. Police had 
a strong case. Baisten had made a fu l l  confes­
sion o f the crim ej although he la te r repudiated 
it.  B u t three days before the  tr ia l James D un­
can, 18, adm itted he had com m itted the k ill in g  
and the m urder weapon was found in  his room. 
Baisten said he had confessed a fte r police had 
threatened to m u tila te  him .

*  » *

TH E L IN IN G  IN  T H A T  CRANBERRY  
CLO UD — Lingonberries, a red Scandinavian 
b e rry  th a t can be substitu ted fo r  cranberries, 
are en joying a leap in  sales. Some New Y o rk  
shops are now charging as much as $1.95 fo r a 
one-pound can. although others are s t i l l  charg­
ing  65 cents. The wholesale price in  New Y ork  
is about 33 cents.

*  *  »

H-BOMBS NOT ENOUGH —  The arm y is 
seeking reversal o f the present U.S. declaration 
tha t i t  w il l  not use chemical w arfa re  except in  
re ta lia tion . Pentagon offic ia ls feel there is a 
good chance th is w i l l  be done. A  recent budget­
a ry  request by the arm y fo r  $40 m illio n  fo r re ­
search in  these weapons was upped to $55 m il­
lio n  by  the  Defense Departm ent. A rm y  pub lic

re la tions men have been cam paigning to  counter 
pub lic  aversion to use o f chemical and bacterio­
logical weapons. One o f the press agents’ fa vo r­
ites is a chemical th a t w i l l  render the entire  
popu la tion  o f a c ity  “ tem po ra rily ”  insane w ith ­
ou t damage to property.

*  *  *

M A N  W IT H  A  V IS IO N  —  Joseph F iala, a 
Darien, Conn., real-estate broker, claims to have 
the coun try ’s firs t dealer franchise on atomic 
fa llo u t shelters. He is hand ling  a steel cy linder, 
seven feet in  diam eter and 11 fee t long, to be 
buried  in  you r back yard. The shelter sells' fo r 
$1,800. There’s an extra  fee fo r  bu ry ing  i t  three 
fee t underground w h ich  is the depth recom­
mended by the Office o f C iv ilia n  Defense to 
p rovide  pro tection  against fa llou t. Batteries, 
bedding and o ther accessories are extra. The 
shelter w i l l  ho ld  food and w a te r su ffic ien t fo r  
tw o  o r three weeks. M r. F ia la  took the fra n ­
chise because he believes th a t h is to ry  teaches 
th a t w a r is inev itab le  and the shelters have a 
fu tu re .

*  *  *

M A C H IN E R Y  REPLACES F IE L D  HANDS
—U.S. farm ers are expected to spend 15% more 
fo r  mechanized equipm ent th is year than last. 
W ith  m ore m achinery they w il l  be able to 
equal last year’s crop w ith  few er man hours. 
Accord ing to  the Nov. 10 W a ll S treet Journal, 
in  1958 i t  took 11.1 b illio n  man-hours o f labor 
to  produce Am erica ’s crops and livestock. In  
1950, 15 b illio n  hours were used and in  1920, 
24 b illio n . The p ro d u c tiv ity  o f fa rm  laborers 
today is fo u r times w ha t i t  was during  W orld  
W ar I. Farmers now have 4.8 m illio n  tractors, 
three times as m any as in  1940. One fa rm er 
now supplies food, fibre and tobacco fo r h im self 
and 23 others. A  century ago a fa rm er supported 
on ly  fo u r others.

*  » *

'N O TH IN G  U N U SU A L' —  A fte r several 
years o f pleading by tenants o f tw o  adjacent 
tenem ent houses in  New Y ork , the ow ner and 
management ’ agent o f the bu ild ings were 
hauled in to  court Nov. 13. The New Y ork  Post 
offered th is description o f the bu ild ings w hich 
house 200 people in  reconverted one-room 
apartments: “ For each 50 tenants there is one 
w o rk in g  bathroom. W ater pours th rough the 
halls, walls, floors and ceilings. W all have col­
lapsed, ceilings fa llen. Rats are everywhere — 
six tenants have already been b itten .”  The C ity  
W elfare  D epartm ent, w h ich  is paying rents as 
high as $108 a month fo r 26 o f the fam ilies, re ­
ported i t  found “ no th ing unusual”  there. The 
s itua tion  was reported to  M ayor W agner last 
January, b u t no th ing happened,

*  *  *

IS  T IM E  THE SOURCE OF ENERGY? —  A
Soviet physicist is w o rk ing  on a theory tha t the 
flow  o f tim e from  past to fu tu re  is the u ltim a te  
source o f energy in  the universe. According 
to one Soviet scientist’s exposition o f the 
theory, the fo rw ard  flow  o f tim e m ay be s im i­
la r to  a stream o f w a te r flow ing  down h il l ,  o r a 
w a te rfa ll whose energy can be harnessed to 
produce e lectric ity . Propounded by Dr. N iko la i 
Kozyrev, the theory was firs t presented in  a 
Soviet. Academy o f Sciences booklet, “ Causal 
o r Asym m etrica l Mechanics in  L inea r A p p ro x i­
m ation.”
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know that I  am president of 
this great organization that has 
such tremendous power and I 
never went on strike in my life; 
I  never ran a strike in my life; I 
never ordered anyone else to 
run a strike in my life, never 
had anything to do with a picket 
line. So," he concluded, "if that 
is the type of power people have 
in mind, they should get another 
fellow for president, because I 
have no experience with that 
type of power/'

To a llay  any suspicion th a t he 
intended any change in  the es­
tablished order M eany expound­
ed his credo to  the  assembled 
corporation chiefs. “ In  the fina l 
analysis,”  he assured them, 
“ there is no t a great deal o f d i f ­
ference between the th ings i  
stand fo r  and the th ings the 
N A M  (N ationa l Association of 
M anufacturers) leaders stand 
for. I  stand fo r the p ro fit system; 
I  believe in  the  p ro fit system. I 
believe i t  is a w onderfu l incen­
tive . I  believe in  the free en ter­
prise system com pletely. I  be­
lieve in  the re tu rn  on cap ita l in ­
vestment. I  believe in  manage­
m ent’s r ig h t to manage.”

A fte r  establishing basic agree­
m ent on w ha t he considered a ll 
the  fundam enta l issues, Meany 
asked, “ w ha t is there le ft  fo r  us 
to disagree about?”  A nd  an­
swered: “ I t  is m ere ly fo r  us to 
disagree, i f  you please, as to 
w ha t share the  w orkers get, 
w ha t share management gets 
from  the w ea lth  produced by the 
pa rticu la r enterprise.”  That’s a ll! 
M ere ly  a disagreement over the 
d iv is ion  o f the nationa l income. 
N oth ing  to  get excited about — 
fo r as M eany observed to the 
N A M  gathering: “ We have so 
much in  common th a t i t  seems 
ra ther s illy  to  be figh ting  over 
the th ings th a t we do not have 
in  common.”

Iro n y  itse lf stands incredulous 
and disarmed before such seem­
in g ly  artless s im p lic ity . I f  any­
th ing, the hard-headed N A M  
business fra te rn ity  are m a te ria l­
ists. A l l  Of the ideological flu ff— 
in d iv id u a l f r e e d o m ,  lib e rty , 
equality, democracy — is in tend ­
ed to  deceive the people in to  
supporting an economic system 
based on the exp lo ita tion  o f h u ­
man labor. Such pap is useful 
fo r indoctrinating a boy-scout 
troop in the virtues of the so- 
called "free enterprise profit sys­
tem." But at a confab of the 
N A M  where all virtues, values 
and principles are measured in 
dollars and cents —  well, reallyl

Selected to rep ly  to M r. Meany 
was Charles R. Sligh, then N A M  
board chairman, w ho spoke on: 
“ W hat Indus try  Expects o f O r­
ganized Labor.”  S ligh qu ick ly  
got down to brass tacks. I f  
Meany meant w ha t he said, then, 
according to  the  management 
spokesman, o r g a n i z e d  labor 
w ou ld :

(1) W ithd raw  its opposition to 
“ R igh t-to -W ork ”  measures.

(2) R e fra in  fro m  in te rfe rin g  
w ith  the freedom o f scabs to 
break strikes.

(3) Abandon its  “ ove rly  rig id  
sen io rity  ru les.”

(4) E lim ina te  a ll “ featherbed­
d ing”  practices and support 
management’s r ig h t to  f ix  w o rk  
rules and conditions.

(5) Support ta x  reductions fo r 
the rich  so th a t they  could p ro ­
vide more jobs fo r the poor.

"MAKE A WISH ..  /'

(6) N o t on ly  disavow the set­
t in g  up o f a labor pa rty  —  w hich  
M r. Meany d id  •— bu t “ re fra in  
from  the preparation o f a rb i­
tra ry  b lacklists as a means of 
exerting  po litica l pressure,”  as 
w e ll as other form s o f po litica l 
ac tiv ity .

A l l  o f th is was summed up in  
a five -po in t “ Code o f Conduct” 
and presented to Meany as m an­
agement’s con tribu tion  to the 
furtherance o f “ ju s t and ha r­
monious labor-managem ent re ­
lations.”  A ll,  pecu lia rly  enough, 
revo lv ing  around the  one small 
po in t o f disagreement so lig h t ly  
dismissed by the new ly  elected

president o f the  A FL-C IO . For 
under the “ code o f conduct”  
elaborated by the employers’ 
group, the a b ility  o f the unions 
to e ffective ly  “ disagree”  over 
w ho got w ha t share o f the 
w ea lth  produced by labor w ou ld  
be ra ther lim ite d  — to  say the 
least.

But perhaps the bosses have 
mellowed in the intervening four 
years.? Perhaps they have be­
come more amenable lo reason; 
more susceptible lo persuasion; 
more benevolent and considerate 
of the interests and needs of la ­
bor? I f  so it is the best kept se­
cret of all time.

...Two Views on Deutscher
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onstrated tha t Bolshevism and 
socialism were incom patib le.

In  rep ly , D r. Moore argued 
th a t ju s t as capita lism  has ru led 
under various po litica l forms, 
h is to ry  has shown tha t social­
ism can, too. The be lie f tha t -so­
cialism  and democracy were in ­
separable, he said, had led K a rl 
K au tsky and the Second In te r­
national to  the re jection of so­
cialism  and th is  same concept 
had led some of T ro tsky ’s sup­
porters to the v iew  tha t w ith  
the destruction o f democracy, 
the USSR was no longer a 
w orkers state.

Weiss commented tha t the a t­
tem pt to ju s tify  S ta lin ism  on 
the basis o f c iv il-w a r measures 
used by the Bolsheviks ignored 
the fact th a t these measures 
flowed from  the struggle of the 
w o rk in g  cla*ss in  pow er to de­
fend itse lf from  im peria lis t as­
sault and cap ita lis t counter­
revo lu tion . Whereas the grow th  
of an uncontro lled bureaucracy 
under S ta lin  flowed from  the 
need o f th is ' parasitic caste to 
defend its special interests from  
the w o rk ing  masses. I t  is neces­
sary, he said, to  d istinguish be­
tween cap ita lis t democracy and 
w orkers democracy, as i t  had 
existed in the early years of the 
Soviet Republic. T ro tsky, he

said, fought fo r  w orkers democ­
racy throughout. He also reca ll­
ed T ro tsky ’s consistent po litica l 
struggle against a ll those who 
contended th a t the USSR was 
not a w orkers slate.

A no ther member o f the aud i­
ence held th a t i t  was necessary 
to restudy the v iew  th a t the 
continuation of the M arx is t p ro ­
gram resided in the T ro tsky is t 
movement. H is to ry  has shown, 
he said, tha t “ by some m iracle, 
socialism has risen and con­
quered”  under leaders l i k e  
Khrushchev and Mao Tse-tung 
and “ even a m urderer and h a lf 
mad-man like  S ta lin .”

Com m enting on, th is, D r. 
Moore said he fe lt  i t  was incor­
rect to v iew  the S ta lin is t bu­
reaucracy as representing an 
a lien class force because in  a 
d istorted way i t  d id  represent 
the needs, of the w o rk in g  class 
and o f socialism.

Weiss m ainta ined th a t to give 
c red it to  a S ta lin , Khrushchev 
or Mao fo r the gains of a p ro ­
gressive fo rm  o f p roperty  re ­
lations is s im ila r to the argu­
ments o f supporters o f the 
trade-union bureaucracy, w ho 
contend th a t because they hold 
power, men lik e  Reuther and 
M eany should be credited fo r 
gains won by the trade-union 
m ovem ent

Dr. Rubinstein Seeks Grouping 
To Help Independents in 1960

N EW  YORK —  In  a letter 
published in the Nov. 16 Na­
tional Guardian, D r. Annette T. 
Rubinstein called for the forma­
tion of a committee to support 
"independent and socialist peace 
candidates" in the 1960 elec­
tions.

She urged tha t people in  New 
Y o rk  and across the coun try  in ­
terested in  w o rk in g  fo r such 
candidates w rite  to her.

The Independent-Socialist can­
didate fo r  L t. Governor o f New 
Y o rk  in  1958, Dr. R ubinstein was 
one o f the in itia to rs  o f the 
U n i t e d  Independent-Socialist 
Committee and, u n til its  recent 
dissolution, a consistent advocate 
o f a un ited  independent-socialist 
presidentia l tic ke t in  1960. The 
te x t o f her le tte r to the N ational 
G uardian fo llow s:

*  *  *

I  am w r it in g  as a fo rm er lead­
er o f the Am erican Labo r party , 
the Independent-Socialist can­
didate fo r lieu tenant-governor of 
New Y o rk  in  1958, and a m em ­
ber o f the  adm in istra tive  board 
o f the U n ited  Independent-So­
c ia lis t Committee to date.

Last w eek’s G uardian repo rt­
ed the U I-SC board’s amicable 
agreement to dissolve because o f 
its  substantial difference on 
electoral po licy fo r  1960.

A  nurpber o f those members 
w ho fe lt  unable to com m it them -

DR. A NN ETTE T. R U B IN STE IN

selves to  an independent elec­
tion  e ffo rt a t th is  tim e  favored 
“ postponing decision on a Presi­
dentia l campaign pending pos­
sible nom ination o f a peace can­
didate by the Democratic P a rty .” 
Others indicated th e ir  hopes o f 
bu ild ing  neighborhood groups 
about the campaign o f one or 
more independent congressional 
candidates who w ould, like  Con­
gressman M eyer o f Verm ont, 
take an uncom prom ising peace, 
i f  not a socialist, position.

I t  seems to me th a t both these 
aims m ig h t be fu rthe red  —  as 
w e ll as the desire o f the more 
in transigent o f us fo r an inde­
pendent P residentia l campaign 
by the fo rm a tion  o f a comm ittee 
fo r the support o f independent 
and socialist peace candidates in  
1960.

This is a poor second best fo r 
a united-independent Presiden­
tia l campaign, b u t i t  w ou ld  offer 
some a lte rna tive  to s ittin g  ou t 
an election year; and i f  J u ly  con­
fron ts us w ith  a race between a 
R ockefe ller o r N ixon  and a K en ­
nedy or H um phrey proponent o f 
the b i-partisan  w ar policy, many 
w ho now. s t i l l  hope fo r a more 
m eaningfu l choice m ay be very  
glad to have the opportun ity  fo r 
p o litica l w o rk  w h ich  a com­
m ittee fo r  the support o f inde­
pendent and socialist peace can­
didates could o ffe r them.

I  earnestly in v ite  a ll those in ­
terested in  the fo rm a tion  o f such 
a group on a state or national 
scale to w r ite  me. I  am sure th is 
w i l l  include m any w ho served 
on the board o f the I-&P  and the 
UI-SC, o r w orked in  last year’s 
campaign. I hope i t  w i l l  also in ­
clude m any o ther le ft  indepen­
dents and socialists. As the T a l­
mud says: “ I f  not you, who? A nd 
i f  no t now. .when?”

Annette T. Rubinstein 
59 W. 71st St.,
New York 23. N . Y .

Twin City Strike 
Puts Bus Travel 
In Deep Freeze

M IN N E A P O L IS , Nov. 14— F o llow ing  an overw helm ing 
vote to re ject the last company offer, 1,260 T w in  C ity  Rapid 
T rans it Bus D rivers , Mechanics and C le rica l Employees 
w alked out on s trike  Nov, 9.
M inneapolis and St. Paul w o rk ­
ers are g iv ing  wholehearted en­
dorsement to the strike , and no 
one seems to miss the absence 
of buses fro m  the T w in  C ity  
area too much. Co-operative 
car pools have been form ed tc  
get w orkers to th e ir  jobs and 
tra ffic  has continued to run  
smoothly.

The Board of D irectors o f the 
TCRT had ju s t been granted a 
fare increase, effective Oct. 9, 
and have applied fo r  a second 
one from  state authorities. The 
bus workers thought they were 
en titled  to a modest wage in ­
crease.

The union is asking 16 cents 
an hour increase. The company 
has offered S mere 7 cents but 
tied th is  to e lim ina tion  o f an 8 
cents an hour cos t-o f-liv ing  in -

... Racists
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Negro youth, was k ille d  when 
a shotgun b last ripped away 
pa rt of his face. Lave lle  Powell, 
17, a fr iend  w ith  whom he was 
w a lk ing  home from  a Halloween 
party  was wounded. The k ille rs  
were a group o f teenage w h ite  
boys who had been r id in g  
around the Negro d is tr ic t of 
C orin th  th a t n ig h t shooting at 
Negroes. The actual f ire r of the 
weapon was D arne ll G lidw e ll, 
17. A lco ln  C ounty a tto rney H. 
M. Ray said charges w ould 
probably be filed against the 
w h ite  youths bu t did not in d i­
cate the nature of the charges.

The Nov. 14 Chicago Defender 
features an in te rv ie w  w ith  Rev. 
Paul H enry H un te r who barely 
eluded a mob in R o lling  Forks, 
Miss. H un te r described the 
background o f the s itua tion  as 
fo llow s:

“ I  was offered $50 by th is 
w h ite  fe llo w  to te ll h im  w ha t 
w en t on in meetings o f the Na­
tiona l Association fo r  the A d ­
vancement o f Colored People 
and other Negro organizations. 
W hen I  refused he tore up a 
check w hich he had made out 
to me and became enraged.”

H un te r subsequently received 
threats and one n igh t s ix  or 
seven w h ite  men w ith  shotguns 
drove up to his farmhouse in  a 
p ickup truck . They banged on 
the door and called h im  by 
name. W h ile  the pastor h id , his 
m other to ld  the W h ite  Citizens 
Council delegation th a t her son 
was not a t home. A fte r  they had 
gone, H un te r packed a few  
things, took a 20 gauge shotgun 
and le ft as unob trus ive ly  as he 
could. But at a bridge on the 
country road he found they 
were lying in  wait for him. As 
they came for him he fired into 
their midst and fled. He got to 
a nearby town and left directly 
from there for Chicago.

The northeastern M ississippi 
c ity  o f Tupelo was on the verge 
o f an explosion o f anti-N egro 
violence fo r three days, report­
edly because o f the stabbing of 
three w h ite  men. A n  I I  p.m. 
curfew  was proclaim ed, c ity  
firem en and some 50 w h ite  
c iv ilians were armed as a u x ili­
ary police and state police pa­
tro l un its  b rought in to  the c ity. 
The Negro com m unity  was 
combed and Negroes picked up 
on merest suspicion. Police have 
now announced th a t three Ne­
gro youths, aged 16, 17, and 18, 
have “ confessed”  to - the stab- 
bings, none of w h ich  apparently 
are connected. No motives are 
given other than th a t the oldest 
of the prisoners said th a t a 
w h ite  man had badly beaten 
h im  in 1957.

crease in  the now  exp ired con­
tract.

Moreover, the Board of Direc­
tors is determined to relax 
work rules and past "company 
practices" which the union won 
in years of negotiations. As in  
steel and packinghouse, work  
rules loom even more important 
in the present controversy than 
do wages.

Feeling against the bus Com­
pany is strong among T w in  C ity  
riders, who have been irr ita te d  
by one f&re increase a fte r an­
other, continued worsening of 
service and deterio ration  of 
buses. A dd  to th is  a scandal so 
sm elly th a t i t  forced the ouster 
o f the fo rm er Board of D ire c t­
ors. Ind ic tm ents are pending fo r  
illega l sales of p roperty  in v o lv ­
ing  kick-backs.

The bus service is missed 
much less than anticipated. 
D ow ntow n tra ffic  was expected 
to increase over 20%, and t ra f­
fic- details were alerted fo r the 
“ emergency.”  However, w orkers 
got up an hour ea rlie r to  leave 
fo r  th e ir jobs by car pools, and 
tra ffic  was helped by the ab­
sence o f buses.

D epartm ent store sales in  the  
dow ntow n area fe ll o ff a repo rt­
ed 30 to 40% the firs t day o f the 
strike , b u t are now said to have 
picked Up some. One local rad io  
station is devoting a good por­
tion  of its  m orn ing  tim e broad­
casting offers of rides dow n­
tow n  fro m  various o u tly in g  
points. A  T w in  C ity  reporte r 
said he had received 17 offers 
o f rides w ith in  20 m inutes and 
drive rs  were disappointed w hen 
he in fo rm ed them he was m ere­
ly  m aking  a spot check.

This is the firs t tim e  T w in  
C ity  bus drivers  have gone out 
on s tr ike  since th e ir  organiza­
tiona l d rive  in  the th ir tie s  w h ich  
was sparked by the M inneapolis 
D rive rs  Union. The present 
s tr ike  promises to be a long one 
w ith  un ion  and company fa r  
apart, and federal and state me­
diators unable to b rin g  the par­
ties even close to agreement.

H owever, Christmas shopping 
is ju s t ge tting  underw ay and 
the departm ent store sales 
dow ntow n have been hard h it  
by the strike . Storeowners w ith  
influence on the board may de­
cide th a t the squeeze is too 
much and get the board to  make 
a ha lf-w ay  decent offer.


