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Hail Moon Photo 
As Triumph for 
World Srience

By Alex Harte
OCT. 27—Scientists hailed the first photograph of the 

hidden side of the moon as a trium ph fo r world  science. 
The photograph released yesterday was one of “ a consid­
erable number” taken by the*-
rocket,- “ L u n ik  I I I . ”  The photo­
graph was autom atica lly  devel­
oped and transm itted  to  earth 
by television.

Scientists consider its q u a lity  
excellent. Rocket experts were 
equally impressed by the fact 
th a t the Soviet technicians were 
able to keep the sa te llite  under

Michigan SWP 
Files 32,000 
Ballot Petitions

LA N S IN G , Mich., Oct. 22 —  
The Socialist Workers parly to­
day completed its filing of nom­
inating petitions for a place on 
ihe Michigan ballot in the 1960 
elections. The total submitted 
was 32,008. The number legally 
required is 12,708.

F irs t of the m in o rity  parties 
to file  petitions, the > Socialist 
W orkers pa rty  declared through 
its  state chairm an. Frank Love ll: 
" In  the last 11 weeks our mem­
bers and friends have spoken to 
more than 100,000 people in 
M ichigan w h ile  securing signa­
tures fo r our nom inating pe ti­
tion.

“ The response we got w ould 
shock the po litic ians of both 
cap ita lis t parties. There are tens 
of- thousands in our state whq do 
no t accept the fu l l  socialist p ro ­
gram  y e t b u t w ho are p ro found­
ly  dissatisfied w ith  the old pa r­
ties’ fa ilu re  to solve the p rob ­
lems o f war, unemployment, 
racia l bias and general insecur­
ity .

“ O ur campaign next year w il l  
seek to show the need fo r labor 
to break w ith  the old parties 
and start a labor party  that» w il l  
run  independent candidates fo r 
office and seek to replace the 
ru le  of m onopoly capitalists 
w ith  the ru le  of the w ork ing  
people.”

such precise contro l tha t they 
could tu rn  its “ eye”  accurately 
moonward to take the desired 
pictures. S t i l l  more impressive 
was th e ir capacity to develop 
and re lay the photographs.

Astronom ers fo r the firs t tim e 
have now glimpsed the hidden 
side o f the moon. I t  tu rned out 
to be smoother than the fa m ilia r  
face seen from  the earth.

The Soviet U nion registered 
its pride in  the rocket-photog- 
raphy accomplished as a speci­
a lly  appointed com m ittee o f the 
Soviet Academy o f Sciences ex­
ercised the discoverer's r ig h t to 
name w hat he finds.

A  depression, 137 miles across, 
was listed as the Moscow Sea; 
another area, the Soviet M oun­
tains. One spot, w ith  a crater in  
the center, was named Tsio lov- 
sky H il l  a fte r the fa the r o f Sov­
ie t rocketry. A  second crater 
was named Jo lie t-C urie  in  honor 
o f the French nuclear scientist; 
and another area, in  an appar­
ent concession to the earth ’s 
rom anticists, was dubbed Sea of 
Dreams.

Astronom ers agreed tha t roc­
ke t photography opens w ho lly  
new possib ilities in  the-fitudy of 
other planets in  the solar sys­
tem. B u t W estern m ilita ry  au­
thorities appeared glum  about 
the ins trum enta tion  and prec i­
sion contro l demonstrated by 
production of the 'photograph. 
I f  the Russian^ can handle roc­
kets that Way sround ih a  mòori, 
w ha t couldn’t they do w ith  the 
Pentagon in  the sights o f th e ir 
space te levis ion càmera?

Thus the photograph pf lunar 
landscapes underlined an earth ' 
ly  political point —  the Soviet 
proposals for disarmament are 
not born of weakness.

D ISFR A NC HISED
In  Haywood County, Tenn., 

62% o f the population is co lo r­
ed, b u t there are no Negro 
voters.

How Your Dollars Help 
Spread Socialist View

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign Director
Several weeks ago, the strik ing  Steelworkers at the 

U.S. Steel Fairless Works at M orrisville , Pa., put a mass 
picket line in front of the plant and kept out a ll the super­
visors. I read two stories about* ..............................
th is, one in the New Y o rk  about money fo r  the lite ra tu re
Times, the other in  the M ilita n t.

W hat a w o rld  of difference 
between those tw o stories! The 
Times, na tu ra lly , slanted the 
w hole th ing  to give the im pres­
sion th a t the union was a ll at 
fa u lt and the company was the 
innocent, in ju red  party.

The story in the M ilita n t was 
by Pearl Spangler, our P h ila ­
delphia correspondent. She got 
the s tra igh t facts from  a union 
o ffic ia l about the company p ro ­
vocation tha t led to the decision 
o f the strikers  to stop p e rm it­
tin g  the supervisors from  enter­
ing  the m ill.

Pearl’s story included an 
“ added ingred ien t.”  A fte r ta lk ­
ing  to the union o ffic ia l, she v is­
ited the homes o f some of the 
strikers  and ^fheir fam ilies so 
th a t she could report on how 
they are getting along and w hat 
they *h in k  about the latest 
s tr ike  developments.

Now, that k in d  of reporting 
is one of the th ings tha t puts 
our paper in a special class. B u t 
Pearl’s story also indicated 
something special about our 
correspondents. When they go 
out on a story they always aim 
to do tw o jobs at once— to get 
the facts and fo spread the so­
c ia lis t message to the workers 
they ’re ta lk in g  fo.

“ W hile I  was in  the area,”  
Pearl said. “ I dropped in to see 
some of the s tr ike rs ’ fam ilies 
and to leave some socialist l i t ­
erature fo r them  to read.”

I  don’t know  how many so­
c ia lis t pamphlets and copies of 
the M ilita n t Pearl le ft w ith  
these w orkers.’ B u t know ing 
her, I ’m  sure she was generous. 
A nd  know ing tha t these w o rk ­
ers are on strike  I ’m equally 

,gure Pearl d idn ’t press them

She probably to ld them, “ Read 
i t  now— pay la te r.”

A t this point I  hope some 
cooperative reader wUl inter­
ject: "Well, if the strikers didn't 
pay for that literature, then who 
did?"

I f  anyone th inks  th a t’s a lead­
ing question, they ’re absolutely 
righ t. The answer leads exactly 
to the po in t tha t I ’ve been b u ild ­
ing up to. Nam ely, tha t every­
one who wants to help bu ild  the 
Am erican socialist m ovem ent 
and make possible the k ind  of 
f ru it fu l w o rk  tha t Pearl Spang­
le r and her comrades are doing 
should shake down the piggy 
bank or clean out the sugar 
bow l fo r the Socialist P ublica­
tions- Fund.

O ur scoreboard th is  week in ­
dicates tha t our fund-ra is ing  
e ffo rt s t i l l  hasn’t gathered fu ll 
steam and tha t the pace w il l  
have to be stepped up to assure 
our meeting the Dec. 15 deadline 
in fu l l  and on tim e. B u t the 
m ailbag shows th a t Socialist 
W orkers branches around the 
country are d igging in to raise 
the money they have pledged.

M ilw aukee, fo r example, m ov­
ed from  tw e lfth  to fifth  place 
th is  week and apparently in ­
tends to c lim b  fu r th e r up the 
ladder. James Boulton sent in a 
check along w ith  a note tha t 
ha lf the proceeds of M ilw aukee ’s 
Halloween Extravaganza w il l  
go to the fund. I f  those new je t 
planes handed out free tickets 
w e’d clam ber aboard to attend 
tha t party  in our fanciest cos­
tume.

Or i f  there were, a Halloween 
party  over in  1 nearby Newark, 
we w ould  be sure to make it. 
And when we got there we 
w ould d rin k  a .toast to the fund- 

(Con tinned on Page 2 )

Company Front Shaken 
As Kaiser Signs Deal
Cuba Furious 
Over Attack 
By Fla. Plane

By Lillian Kiezel
OCT. 27:—Hundreds of thous­

ands of Cuban workers and pea­
sants rallied to Premier Fidel 
Castro's call for a demonstration 
in Havana yesterday. Reacting 
against counter - revolutionary 
moves that led to ihe death of 
two people and the wounding 
of over 40, the angry demonstra­
tors brandished placards read­
ing: "We demand respect for our 
sovereignty;'' "Agrarian reform  
against foreign monopolies;" 
and "We demand more execu­
tions."

The counter - revolutionaries, 
using Am erican-m ade planes, 
apparently based in F lorida, 
showered anti-governm ent lea f­
lets on Havana and other cities 
Oct. 21. Castro charged tha t the 
planes also bombed Havana and 
P inar del Rio. D u ring  the a ir 
raids in  Havana, te rro ris ts  in  
speeding automobiles machine- 
gunned and bombed people in 
the streets.

A t the g iant ra lly , w hich was 
organized by the Cuban Con­
federation of Labor, .Castro ap­
pealed to the Am erican people 
to protest the bombing. Castro 
declared tha t i f  the U.S. could 
not stop fligh ts o rig ina ting  in  
M iam i then its offic ia ls must 
’e ithe r ” be ' considered “ accom­
plices”  o r defenseless. “ H ow  is 
it , ”  he asked, “ tha t the U nited 
States, w h i c h  feels strong 
enough to figh t w ith  countries 
w hich have atom ic weapons, 
cannot prevent these flights?”

The leaflets showered on H a­
vana were signed by M ajor Diaz 
Lanz, a fo rm er figh te r in Cas­
tro ’s 26th of Ju ly  movement 
who became head ■ of the a ir 
force» and then fled to F lorida 
last Ju ly . The leaflets called ori 
Castro to re fra in  from  “ d ic ta ­
to rsh ip ”  and to e lim inate “ com­
m unism ”  from  his government. 
Lanz’s coun ter-revo lu tionary ac­
tiv itie s  are know n to the FB I 
and Cuba has demanded his ex­
trad ition .

Castro to ld  the Cuban people 
tha t his governm ent is being ac­
cused of communism as a pre­
text, because “ a ll the th ings we 
do, lik e  reducing rent, d is tr ib u t­
ing land to the peasants and 
grow ing rice in ju re  fore ign 
vested interests."

B u t the A gra rian  Reform 
Law , ren t control, im po rt re ­
strictions and other reform s op­
posed by Am erican vested in ­
terests, Cuban landowners and 
big business are not Castro’s 
on ly  concern. Shopkeepers and 
small businessmen are also be­
coming alienated. They are 
caught in a financial bind. The 
unstable economy is suffering 
from  a drop, in  tou ris t trade 
(Cuba’s second largest industry). 
A bou t 20% of the w ork ing  popu­
la tion  is unemployed. •

(Continued on Pane 3 )

H a v a n a  C row d Seeks P risoner

Armed men line the roof of a police station as demonstrating crowd seeks to get hands on 
Roberto Salas Hernandez, charged with attempting to assassinate Cuban Premier Fidel Castro 
during a one-hour work stoppage Oct. 22 which was part of a nation-wide series of rallies 
against counter-revolutionary moves. More than 30 people have been arrested on charges of plot­
ting to bomb a bus station and assassinate public officials.

Negro Unionists Send Meany 
‘Randolph Spoke for Me’ Cards

By George Lavan
In  a number of recent in ­

stances, Negroes in  the labor 
movement have expressed their 
g r o w i n g  determination to 
achieve fu ll rights as union 
members. This takes the’form of
(1) pressure on incumbent union 
leaderships to put into practice 
their fine-sounding but often- 
neglected declarations against 
all forms of discrimination, and
(2) campaigns for equitable rep­
resentation of Negroes in the 
union's top elective offices.

The now celebrated outburst 
o f A F L -C IO  Pres. George Meany 
at A. P h ilip  Randolph, dean o f 
Negro trade-un ion leaders, was 
the top bureaucracy’s reaction 
to th is new mood among Negro 
Unionists.

A t San Francisco, Randolph 
took the fioou three times to 
critic ize  the A F L -C IO  leader­
ship’s go-slow policy against dis­
c rim ina to ry  practices w ith in  
some o f the in te rnationa l unions. 
(The issues invo lved were (1) 
fa ilu re  o f tw o ra ilroad  b ro the r­
hoods to com ply w ith  th e ir 
promises upon admission three 
years ago th a t they w ou ld  re ­
move the “ w h ites-on ly”  clauses 
from  th e ir constitu tions; (2) 
widespread segregation practices 
in  the bu ild ing  trades and some 
other fo rm er A F L  unions; and
(3) d iscrim ina to ry  practices in  
the In te rna tiona l Longshore­
men’s Association w h ich  was ap­
p ly in g  fo r readmission to the 
A FL-C IO .)

Randolph’s persistence in  ra is­

ing the issue o f d iscrim ination, 
inside the A F L -C IO  at the San 
Francisco convention was a re ­
flection o f the fee ling  among the 
rank-and-file  Negro unionists 
tha t they have w aited long 
enough fo r the u n ity  o f A F L  
and C IO to je ll and tha t now i t  
is tim e to press fo r the actual 
im plem entation o f the an ti-J im  
Crow promises.

Second Thoughts

Though the leaders o f those 
in te rna tiona l unions w hich place 
strong emphasis on c iv il-r ig h ts  
issues sat mum, not daring to 
brave M eany ’s w ra th , they ap­
pear to be having second 
thoughts since leaving San 
Francisco.

Negro sentiment rallied almost 
unanimously to Randolph. In  
some areas Negro unionists are 
sending postcards to Meany with 
the message: "Randolph spoke 
for me." This is their answer to 
his question, "Who the hell ap­
pointed you the guardian of all 
the Negro members in  Am er­
ica?"

To placate the anger o f Negro 
members, a num ber of union 
leaders are try in g  to make up 
fo r th e ir silence at San F ran ­
cisco by now m aking public 
statements praising Randolph, 
deploring any disrespect to him , 
etc.

For example the Oct. 22 P ilo t, 
o ffic ia l paper o f the National 
M aritim e  Union, reports tha t the 
un ion ’s national office, on the 
basis of a report on the San

Francisco com gention. by Pres. 
Curran, sent a te legram  to 
M eany “ concerning his tre a t­
m ent o f A. P h ilip  Randolph.”  I t  
should be noted tha t at the  con­
vention  C urran was not m erely 
s ilent, as were other heads of 
fo rm er CIO unions, he ra llied  to 
Meany’s side o f the debate on 
the issue o f d iscrim ination  in  the 
longshoremen’s union.

At UAW  Convention

A t the recent convention of 
the UnitecI A u to  W orkers in  A t ­
lan tic  C ity , one of the many 
things ra n k lin g  the Negro dele­
gates was tha t the U A W  dele­
gation at San Francisco had sat 
s ilen t during  M eany’s a ttack on 
Randolph.

Perhaps in  compensation, N e­
gro delegates at the U AW  con­
vention spoke th e ir bitterness 

(Continued on Paye 4)

Solid Stand of Strikers 
Slows Up Application of 
Taft-Hartley Injunction

By C. Thomas
W ith  the jud ic ia l m ill slowly grinding toward a Su­

preme Court decision on the va lid ity  of the Taft-H artley 
in junction order issued by a federal court judge last week, 
the Steelworkers ranks stand

Salk Price Fixers 
Told to Stand Trial

OCT. 28 — Federal Judge For­
man, s ittin g  in  Trenton, N.J., 
yesterday refused to dismiss an 
ind ic tm en t against five m a jo r 
drug firm s charged w ith  agree­
ment to fix  the price o f Salk 
polio vaccine.

The five firms, who are said to 
have made “ com petitive”  bids 
tha t matched to the fo u rth  deci­
mal, are: E li L i l ly  Co.; Merck, 
Sharpe and Dohme; P ittm an- 
Moore d iv is ion  o f A llie d  Labor­
atories; Park-D avis Co. and 
W yeth Laboratories.

more f irm ly  than ever against 
the em ployer-governm ent as­
sault upon th e ir union.

The resentment o f the steel 
s trikers kept bu ild ing  up as they 
became aware of the deadly im ­
plications in  the steel corpora­
tions’ demand fo r unconditional 
surrender of established union 
w o rk in g  ‘conditions. The angry 
mood of the w orkers has le ft 
l i t t le  doubt tha t the 80-day 
“ cooling o il”  in junc tion  w ould 
m ere ly be a stop-gap in the 
showdown struggle.

Decisive Factor

This knowledge has tended to 
slow down the governm ent a n ti­
union offensive upon w h ich  the 
employers counted so heavily. 
I t  was undoubtedly a decisive 
factor in  p rec ip ita ting  the firs t 
break in the Steel Companies 
Coordinating Com m ittee when 
the Kaiser Steel C orporation 
signed a separate agreement 
w ith  the union. T ha t the Kaiser 
break was s trong ly  influenced 
by  ' th is  '/consideration was in ­
dicated in  the statement issued 
by the company head a fte r the 
agreement was signed.

“ The basic issue o f this 
s tr ike ,”  said the Kaiser state­
ment in part, “ has been the steel 
in dus try ’s demand fo r  the r ig h t 
to change w o rk ing  rules and 
conditions in the coun try ’s steel 
m ills. Kaiser steel does not be­
lieve these problems can be 
changed u n ila te ra lly  to the 
p ro fit o f e ithe r labor o r manage­
ment. We believe tha t the b it ­
terness of our employees w ould 
be the on ly  resu lt i f  Kaiser 
Steel won the un ila te ra l r ig h t to 
change w ork ing  conditions in 
our plants tha t have been w o rk ­
ed out by both parties over 
many years of negotiations.”

Doubts Aroused

W ith o u t entering in to  the 
m erits of the agreement, the 
Kaiser break must be viewed 
as a sympton of cleavage in the 
ranks of the em ploying class. 
G iven the a ttitude  of the w o rk ­
ers i t  is a foregone conclusion 
th a L  the steel union can be 
smashed on ly  by force. The 
prospect of c iv il w ar in  steel, 
in ev itab ly  in vo lv in g  the rest of 
the labor movement, is no t a 
very a ttrac tive  proposition fo r 
many employers under present 
conditions. This has caused 
doubts, w avering and question­
ing among some employers and 
cap ita lis t po litic ians about the 
w isdom of pursuing to the b itte r 
end the unconditional surrender 
lin e  of the steel monopolists.

German Workers 
Send Contribution 
To Steel Strikers

OCT. 27 —  West German 
metal w orkers have provided 
an insp iring  example of in ­
te rna tiona l labor so lida rity . 
According to a report today, 
they have ju s t sent a co n tr i­
bution of 100,000 m arks ($23l- 
800) to aid the s tr ik in g  mem­
bers of the U n ited  SteM 
W orkers in  th is country.

For the German metal 
workers, whose income is fa r 
low er than tha t of the ir 
Am erican b r o t h e r s ,  the 
am ount of th e ir  con tribu tion  
is a substantia l one.

T he ir action is p a rticu la rly  
g ra tify in g  in tha t i t  serves to 
demonstrate tha t the years- 
of fascism d id  not succeed in 
w ip ing  out the in te rna tiona l­
ist s p ir it o f the German w o rk - 

- in g  class.

Im po rtan t segments o f the 
employers fa vo r a tactica l s h ift 
to ca rry  through on the legis la­
tive  arena w hat the steel barons 
fa iled to accomplish by d irect 
economic assault. T a ft-H a rtle y  
plus L a n d ru m -G riffin  have now  
been declared inadequate to 
curb union resistance to em­
ployer-governm ent attack.

The h ired press has unleashed 
a fu rious clam or fo r add itiona l 
an ti-labo r legislation. Congress 
is being called upon to adopt 
laws w ith  teeth in  them. Large, 
sharp, bone-crushing teeth, so 
that next tim e the un ion-w reck­
ing job can be carried through 
w ith o u t fum b ling .

Unfortunately, . the political 
default of the union bureau­
crats, as exemplified by the ac­
tion of the A FL-C IO  convention 
in reaffirming the policy of sup­
porting "friends" in the two  
capitalist parties, w ill smooth 
the way for the legislative of­
fensive against labor.

Time for a Change!

I t  is jus t as much a m atte r o f 
self-preservation fo r labor to 
break w ith  the po licy  of “ labor- 
management cooperation”  on 
the "political fie ld as i t  is fo r  the 
steel union to ju n k  the po licy of 
“ m utua l trusteeship”  in th e ir re ­
lations w ith  the un ion-hating  
steel monopolists. A  continua­
tion of the present course can 
on ly  lead the labor movem ent 
down the certa in road to des­
truction .

Steelworkers Cet a Lesson in the Class Struggle
By Tom Kerry

The current steel dispute has 
provided the American workers 
with an object lesson confirm­
ing the validity of the Marxist 
concept of the class struggle as 
the social reality in this coun- 
try.

W hat started out presum ably 
as a controversy over wages in 
contract negotiations between 
the steel corporations and the 
union became q u ick ly  convert­
ed in to  a showdown struggle 
between organized capita l and 
labor over the “ p rinc ip le ”  of 
“ management’s ’ r igh t to man­
age.”  Under th is  slogan the em­
ployers are conducting the ir 
“ ho ly w a r”  to re tu rn  the open- 
shop to Am erican industry.

As the conflic t in  steel has 
unfolded, the issue of “ in fla tion ” 
has receded in to  the background. 
I t  was a phony issue to begin 
w ith  cooked up by the Madison 
Avenue pub lic-re la tions sharks 
to mask the un ion-w recking  
campaign o f the monopolists. 
D oubly so now tha t the terms

of the master union contract 
w ith  Kaiser have been made 
public, revealing how pa ltry  the 
wage concession is.

The real issue in  the steel 
strike  is now openly adm itted 
by the spokesmen fo r the em­
p loy ing  class. In  a special re ­
port on the steel s trike , the Nov. 
2 issue of Newsweek h igh ligh ts 
w hat it  calls the “ revo lu tiona ry" 
issue at stake. I t  quotes from  a 
th ird -q u a rte r report to stock­
holders of Republic Steel C or­
poration by its chairman, Char­
les M. W hite.

"One of the Besl”

“ In  terms of the dollars in ­
vo lved," says W hite, “ th is is the 
most unsatisfactory qua rte rly  
report we have ever made to 
our stockholders.”  But.,, he adds: 
“ In  terms of the princip les in ­
volved, we believe it is one of 
the best.”

“ W h ite ’s words,”  says News­
week, “ spelled out the real is­
sue behind the longest steel 
s tr ike  in  40 years. The industry

and 500,000 U nited S teelworkers 
had squared off over the v ita l 
question: Who has the r ig h t to 
run the business, management 
or labor?”

If , continues Newsweek, "steel 
management could make its 
case, it might well setoff a rev­
olution in U.S. industry —  im ­
pelling management everywhere 
to reassert ihe rights and pre­
rogatives eroded' away in a 
quarter century of labor nego­
tiations."

That w ould be a “ revo lu tion " 
indeed—setting back the clock 
to the year 1934, p rio r to the 
organization of the w orkers in 
the mass-production industries 
when management "managed'' 
w ith  a vengeance.

In those b lissfu l days there 
was no job protection, no senior­
ity , no vacations, no health and 
w e lfa re  plans, no pensions, no 
fringe  benefits and most ra p tu r­
ous of a ll— no indus tria l unions 
in steel, auto, rubber, etc., etc.

To p inpo in t the sad p lig h t of 
management Newsweek sheds

a tear over the restrictions im ­
posed by the most basic section 
o f any union contract— the se­
n io r ity  clause. From  long and 
b itte r experience labor has 
learned tha t the sen iority  clause, 
among other things, is v ita l to 
protect union men from  being 
vic tim ized fo r insisting upon 
the ir righ ts under the contract. 
This is considered1' a monstrous 
v io la tion  of the “ p rinc ip le ”  of 
management’s “ r ig h t to m an­
age.”

For, says Newsweek, “ under 
2B, (the steel union's w o rk -ru lc  
clause) the union controls sen­
io rity , fo r instance, and that 
stops a company from  bring ing  
along a sharp youngster fo r 
whom management may have 
big plans.”

Isn't such rank i n j u s t i c e  
cause for arousing the crusading 
zeal of every labor exploiter 
who daily curses the union for 
curbing his God-given right to 
manage? The propaganda of the 
employers and their spokesmen

is brim ful of such nauseating 
hypocrisy.

The sim ple tru th  is tha t the 
employers, as a class, have ra l­
lied  around the steel tycoons 
who arc spearheading the class 
w ar to scuttle the union move­
ment. This is openly acknow l­
edged. “ In  figh ting  fo r its w ork- 
ru le  changes,”  observes News­
week, “ steel has the solid back­
ing of management throughout 
the steel-based economy.”

The Oct. 24 issue of Business 
Week r e p o r t s  “ the nearly 
unanimous support, from  the 
business com m unity w hich the 
steel indus try  has enjoyed right" 
from  the beginning of the s tr ike  
and s t i l l  enjoys.”

The same issue of Business 
Week relates how the steel in ­
dustry planned its an ti-un ion  
campaign. The “ in fla tion ”  issue 
was hatched at a top-level 
strategy meeting held some eight 
months before contract negoti­
ations, “ The resu lt o f the p lan­
n ing,”  says BW , “ was a double-

barreled pub lic  re lations cam­
paign in  sonic 430 newspapers, 
by the Am erican Iron  and Steel 
In s titu te  and la te r the negoti­
ating Steel Companies C oordin­
ating Com m ittee.”

“ The industry ,”  comments 
BW, “ pu t over its an ti-in fla tion  
idea w ith  m arked success— not 
only w ith  the general pub lic  b u t 
also ,w ith many of its  h a lf-m il­
lion union employees.”  B u t then, 
says BW, “ the indus try  ‘slipped 
up’ by in troduc ing— cold,’ w ith ­
out advance p lanning— the con­
trac t changes issue.”

An "Error"

The error, according to B us i­
ness Week, was not tha t the 
w ork-ru les  issue was in troduced 
—tha t had been the plan from  
the beginning— but th a t the cor­
porations had neglected to  do 
the same k ind  o f “ hom ew ork”  
on tha t issue as was done on the 
in fla tion  hoax.

“ The an ti-in fla tion  and fo r ­
eign - com petition campaigns,”  

(Continued on Page 4 )
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Up to Its Bureaucratic Neck 
In the Censorship Business

■ By Flora Carpenter*
"Is the job of the Post Office to deliver 

mail or to censor it?" This is a question which 
more and more Americans are asking.

A r t  and lite ra tu re  in the U nited States are 
subject to postal inspection under the Comstock 
A c t of 1873. Intended to curb obscenity, th is 
law  has served better over the years to make 
the postal authorities look rid icu lous as they 
banned w e ll-know n  w orks of a rt from  the mails.

Am ong the items singled out by the postal 
authorities have been such classics as To lstoy ’s 
“ K reu tzer Sonata”  and H em ingw ay’s “ For 
Whom the B ell Tolls.”  The W ashington bureau­
crats considered them “ obscene.”  This year a 
postcard reproduction of Goya’s “ Naked M a ja ” 
was taken fo r a “ French nude”  and suitably 
draped w ith  a censorship curta in.

From the green lig h t given the postal bigots 
in  1873 to screen the Am erican pub lic  from  
“ f i l th y ”  stuff, the departm ent'extended its p ry ­
ing and snooping in to  the packages it carries 
u n til today i t  is up to its bureaucratic neck 
in  the censorship business.

The pub lic  Has not been generally aware of 
this. As S tanley Meisler, a Washington news­
paperman, points out in  his “ H idden Censors”  
in  the Oct. 10 Nation, attention has been draw n 
to the encroachment on a basic c iv il lib e rty  
on ly  through “ errors of judgm ent,”  such as the 
Naked M aja case and, more recently, the a t­
tem pt to continue banning Lawrence’s famous 
novel, “ Lady C hatte rley ’s Lover.”

Since W orld  W ar I I ,  fore ign “ po litica l prop­
aganda”  has become another area of p ru rie n t 
postal interest. This move was in line  w ith  a 
1940 ru lin g  by A tto rney  General Robert H. 
Jackson tha t the Post Office could seize sh ip ­
ments o f Nazi propaganda under the Espionage 
A c t of 1917 and the 1938 Foreign Agents Reg­
is tra tion  Act.

B u t no legislation to th is day specifies jus t 
how  the departm ent’s gumshoes are to deter­
mine w hat constitutes “ po litica l propaganda.” 

Am ong the books censored as “ po litica l 
propaganda were Sholom A le ichem ’s “ Be­
w itched T a ilo r”  and a Soviet book, “ Chess fo r 
Beginners.”

The Am erican C iv il L iberties U nion reports

tha t since 1950 (the year the Korean W ar be­
gan), the Post Office has stepped up its censor­
ship activ ities “  . . . exam in ing and often w ith ­
ho ld ing  oi- bu rn ing  an increasing num ber of 
fore ign publications w hich i t  considers subver­
sive . . . U n til last December persons to whom 
such m atter was addressed were not even no­
tified  tha t it  had reached the country . . . ”

The A C LU  has filed  the “ firs t of a series 
o f daw suits” to be heard in the federal courts 
th is  year “ w ith  the in ten tion  o f ob ta in ing a 
decision by the U.S. Supreme C ourt on the 
lega lity  of the Post Office censorship program .’’ 

This was in behalf of Mrs. Helen M acG ill 
Hughes, managing ed ito r of the Am erican 
Journa l of Sociology. Mrs. Hughes is suing 
Chicago Postmaster Carl A . Schroeder fo r  $1,000 
damages because he is “ ille g a lly  de ta in ing”  tw o 
magazines m ailed to her from  Czechoslovakia. 
She has refused to sign a fo rm  declaring tha t 
she had “ ordered, subscribed to or desired”  the 
publications.

The “ declaration”  fo rm  is a new gim m ick 
devised by the postal sleuths to fu r th e r the 
censorship program. In his N ation artic le, Meis­
le r deals w ith  the in tim ida tion  caused by th is 
fovm. He says tha t i t  “ puts the Federal G ov­
ernm ent in the business o f deciding w ha t op in ­
ions are f i t  fo r Americans to read . . . ”

Censorship of foreign political matter opens 
the way for domestic political censorship. In  
1942, for example, the M ilitant was among a 
number of publications hounded by the Post 
Office. The M ilitant attracted the attention of 
the government censors because of its advocacy 
of socialism and opposition to W all Street's aims 
in World W ar I I .  Several issues of the paper 
were destroyed and others held up.

The steps now being taken by the A C LU  
are a good beginn ing1 in the struggle against 
the spread of governm ent censorship in  A m er­
ica. The Post Office was established to de liver 
the m ail, not to open i t  and burn it. As long as 
lite ra tu re , a rt and fo re ign  “ propaganda”  are 
fa ir  game fo r governm ent snoopers, the United 
States does not enjoy fu l l  freedom o f the  press 
and of a rtis tic  expression.

. . .  Help Spread Socialist View
fContinued from. Page 1) 

leading branch th a t’s already 
raised 50% o f its quota. Then 
we w ould  d rin k  a second one to 
N ew ark ’s ever-re liab le  fund  d i­
rector, Joe S kivar.

B u t r ig h t now N ew ark is con­
centra ting  its energies on the 
pub lic  meeting where SWP Na­
tiona l Secretary F a rre ll Dobbs 
w il l  discuss “ Labor’s Role in  the 
1960 Elections.”  Tha t’s F riday 
n igh t, Nov. 6, at 179 C lin ton  
Ave. (I feel N ew ark has earned 
th is  free ad.)

Back in  New Y ork , w e ’re 
happy to pass on a heartening 
fact from  fund d irecto r H oward 
Grabel. He te lls  us tha t they set 
a goal o f ra ising at least $300 
t h r o u g h  contributions from  
friends of the SWP and the 
M ilita n t. More than $150 of tha t 
has been collected already and 
there ’s more coming.

Honorable M ention of the 
Week goes to the Bay Area fo r 
leaping from  fifteenth place on 
the scoreboard to th ird  place. 
San Francisco sent in  $150 and 
the East Bay another $62 to ac­
complish th is  splendid feat.

To close the m ailbag the way 
it  should be closed, a check fo r 
$37 arrived from  San Diego,

m oving The SWP’s most recently 
chartered branch from  fourteen­
th place to seventh. Last week 
we predicted big th ings fo r  San 
Diego in th is campaign and the 
San Diego comrades have inde­
pendently made the same prog­
nosis. They w rite : “ A lthough 
we are, at present, a lij-tle  be­
h ind  in the fund drive, we are 
confident we w il l  be able to 
meet if nol exceed our pledge."

(Emphasis added. R.A.)
One final, and fo r me, some­

w hat sensitive point. A bout 
tha t “ General”  on the score­
board w h ich  may represent you 
and other M ilita n t readers who 
intend to contribu te  to the So­
cia lis t Publications Fund. Does­
n ’t tha t single do lla r look a l i t ­
tle  fo rlo rn?  How about help ing 
to move the General over a few  
decimal points?

Corporation President Freed
/

In Killing of Union Organizer
"Justifiable homicide." W ilh  

this verdict, an Orange County, 
N.Y., jury freed Malcolm White, 
president of the Chester Cable 
Corp. He was tried on a charge 
of murdering Alfred F. Dugan, 
a union organizer.

W hite  m aintained tha t he 
shot and k ille d  the/ unarmed 
Dugan in  “ self-defense”  during  
a ju risd ic tiona l s tr ike  last year 
at the cable p lant. F ive bullets 
out of seven were found in- the 
v ic tim ’s back.

Dugan’s Independent In te r-

FUND SCOREBOARD
Branch Quota Paid Percent

Newark .............. <......... . $ 265 $ 132 50
Connecticut ................. 100 40 40
Bay Area ..................... 800 309 39
St. Louis ....................... 80 30 38
M ilw aukee ................... 300 104 35
D etro it ....................... 600 205 34
San D ie g o ..................... 245 82 33
A lle n to w n  ................... 110 35 32
Boston ........................... .. 350 110 32
New Y o r k ..................... . 4,200 1,223 29
Los Angeles ............... . 4,400 1,220 27
T w in  C ities ................. . 1,700 467 27
Chicago ......................... . 1,000 220 22
Cleveland ..................... 750 156 21
P hiladelph ia  ............... 400 73 ' 18
Denver ......................... 40 0 0
P ittsburgh ................... 10 0 0
Seattle ......................... 500 0 0
General ......................... 150 1 0

Tota l through Oct. 27.. $16,000 $4,407 28

state Indus tria l U nion was chal­
lenging the ju risd ic tion  of the 
In te rna tiona l Brotherhood of 
E lectrica l W orkers, AFL-C IO , 
at the request of a good section 
of 140 w orkers in  the plant.

Despite Dugan’s know n c rim ­
inal record, the w orkers turned 
to h im  because they were fed 
up w ith  the IB E W  and they 
knew tha t Dugan had close con­
nections w ith  the Teamsters 
Union.

The prosecution p r o d u c e d  
documents and testim ony tend­
ing to show tha t W hite  m ight 
have lured Dugan to th e  lonely 
road where he was shot. The 
defense contended tha t W hite 
shot in self-defense believing 
Dugan was about to p u ll a gun 
on him.

Jam N.Y. Schools 
Beyond Legal Limit

The New Y o rk  Teachers G u ild  
charged the Board of Education 

1 Oct. 26 w ith  ‘¿flagrant, de libe r­
ate and widespread v io la tions” 
o f a state regula tion lim itin g  the 

; size o f h igh school classes.
I The G u ild  filed a b rie f in  sup­
po rt o f F ra n k lin  Sm ith, a high- 
school teacher, who has com­
plained about teaching 187 pup­
ils  a day w h ile  the state sets a 
l im it o f 150 as a condition fo r 
its con tribu tion  o f funds to the 
school system.

A d v e r t is e m e n t A d v e r t is e m e n t

Alienation
In  the field of psychology, the increasing ntlmber of 

nervous breakdowns is ascribed to the alienation of 
man’s needs from the dominant values in society today.

In  politics, alienation is pointed to in the reaction of 
the voters to the two parties. Alienation exists between 
Soviet bureaucrat and Soviet worker, between employer 
and employee in capitalist countries, between union of­
ficial and rank-and-file member. F ina lly, economists ta lk  
of the alienation of the producer from the product of 
his labor, the worker from his job.

What is alienation? How did it  arise in history? How 
w ill mankind overcome it? For a thorough examination 
of this concept, read W illiam  F. Warde’s penetrating 
study in the fa ll issue of International Socialist Review. 
Send 35 cents fo r a copy.

International Socialist Review
1.16 University Place New York 3, N.Y.

1917Revolution and "Peaceful Coexistence/ /

By Murry Weiss
As we celebrate the forty- 

second anniversary of the Rus­
sian Revolution of November 7, 
1917, we ought to recall that 
Lenin often advised the young 
Communist parties to more fre­
quently accompany their greet­
ings to the Soviet Union and 
their aspiration to emulate the 
Bolsheviks with an analysis of 
how and why the Bolsheviks 
proved able to lead the Russian 
workers to power.

The substance of th is  advice 
is more applicable than ever 
despite the many years tha t 
have passed and the many 
changes that have occurred in 
the w orld.

This becomes clear the mo­
ment we pose the question: 
what can we learn from  the 
Bolsheviks ( about the problems 
faced by thè socialist movement 
today? These can be summed 
up in  tw o words: w ar and revo­
lu tion  —  and the in te rre la tion  
between thè two. How can we 
best advance the a n ti- im p e ria l­
ist, an ti-cap ita lis t struggles of 
the colonial people and the 
w ork ing  class? How can we help 
defeat the counter-revo lu tionary 
w ar d rive  of^Western capitalism  
against the Soviet Union, the 
People’s Republic of China, and 
the organized movements tha t 
are heading fo r  socialist revo­
lution?

Look more closely. W hat k ind 
o f w ar is Am erican im peria lism  
and its allies preparing? I t  is a 
w ar against social revo lu tion. I t  
is a w ar against established 
w orkers ’ states or movements 
tha t threaten to create new 
w orkers ’ states.

I f  we wish, therefore, to con­
sider the question of w ar and 
peace in its class essence as the 
Bolsheviks did in th e ir time, 
we must face the fact: the threat 
of w ar today is the product of 
dy ing  cap ita lism ’s frenzied e f­
forts to m ain ta in  its system of 
exp lo ita tion  fo r pro fit. On the 
other hand, the slow ing down 
of the cap ita lis t d rive  tow ard 
w ar must be a ttribu ted  to the 
mass movements on a ll con ti­
nents tha t tend tow ard  socialist 
revolution. «

Mass Peace Movement

A ll th is  is in tim a te ly  bound 
up w ith  the experience of the 
Russian R evolution and the 
po licy pursued by the Bolshevik 
party. The concrete meaning of 
the expression “ peace through 
the socialist revo lu tion ,”  was 
given when the Soviets took 
pow er at the end o f 1917. This 
revo lu tionary  act was the resu lt 
of the highest development o f a 
genuine mass peace movement.

The epoch o f cap ita lis t decline 
was introduced by the firs t 
w o rld  war. Capita lism  dragged 
hum an ity  through the senseless 
slaughter fo r three years. Then 
came the Russian R evolution of 
February 1917. Russian workers 
and soldiers (peasants in  u n i­
form ) pu t an end to the Czarist 
regime. Hope blazed among the 
masses o f w ar-w eary workers 
and peasants tha t th e ir revo lu ­
tion  w ould  end the w ar; tha t 
they could now extend the hand 
of brotherhood to the European 
w ork ing  people and together 
bu ild  a w orld  free from  exp lo i­
ta tion, ty ranny and war.

B u t the February revo lu tion  
did not b rin g  the W orkers Coun­
cils (Soviets) to power. Instead 
the rig h t-w in g  “ socialists”  (M en­
sheviks and Social R evolu tion­
aries), who dominated the So­
viets, insta lled the lib e ra l-ca p i­
ta lists in power. The Russian 
capitalists, however, were tied 
to the banks and corporations in 
France, Belg ium  and England. 
They were a ll fo r peace — pro ­
vided i t  was a peace dictated 
by the v ic to ry  o f the ir side in  
the im peria lis t war.

M eanwhile, they to ld  the Rus­
sian w orkers i t  was th e ir “ revo­
lu tio n a ry  d u ty ”  to slave in  the 
factories fo r the w ar e ffo rt; they 
to ld  the soldiers to die in  the 
trenches “ in  defense o f the revo­
lu tio n ”  and the cap ita lis t gov­
ernm ent; they to ld  the peasants 
tha t they w ould  get the land 
from  the landlords — a fte r the

The R o ad  to Peace
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Lenin addresses a meeting of revolutionary workers and 
soldiers. Trotsky (marked X ) stands at side. The co-leaders 
of the October 1917 Revolution urged international revolu­
tionary socialist class struggle as the only way to eventually 
secure enduring peace.

glorious v ic to ry  against the com­
mon enemy.

The Russian w orkers had to 
learn tha t the road to peace was 
through a new revolution. And 
the Bolshevik pa rty  helped 
them learn by pa tien tly , s tub­
born ly  campaigning fo r the need 
to overth row  the capita lists in 
o ider to b ring  peace. By tr ia l 
and error, through th e ir own 
experience, the workers, pea­
sants and soldiers came to see 
tha t only the Bolsheviks told 
the tru th  and' tha t on ly the B o l­
sheviks meant to stop the w ar 
and d iv ide  the land. This was 
the basis of the October Revolu­
tion.

Bui what has this lo do with  
the struggle for peace today? 
And what does it have to do 
with the question of "peaceful 
coexistence" as a means of 
achieving lasting peace?

F irs t o f a ll, i f  by “ peaceful 
coexistence”  is meant the pos­
s ib ility  of harm onizing the in ­
terests of the capita list class and 
the w o rk ing  class as a way of | 
securing peace, then the Russian | 
Revolution has much to teach 
us. The Bolshevik po licy —  
w hich actua lly  ended the w ar — 
was e xp lic it on th is po in t: Len in  
and the other Bolsheviks to ld 
the w orkers repeatedly tha t ha r­
mony between the I capita lists 
and workers in  the struggle fo r 
peace is impossible;' peace can 
be won on ly through re vo lu tion ­
ary struggle against the cap ita l­
ists. B u t the Bolshevik policy 
was not the on ly po licy p ro ­
posed in the W orkers Councils. 
On the contrary, the Bolsheviks 
were in a small m in o rity  at the 
beginning.

Menshevik Policy

The most in fluen tia l policy in 
the Soviets at firs t was tha t of 
the Mensheviks who said that 
i t  w ould be a c rim ina l adven­
ture to try  to overth row  Rus­
sian capita lism  before peace was 
established. The capita lists must 
be pressured in to  adopting a 
peace policy, they insisted, and i 
then, when peace had been 
achieved and norm al conditions 
restored, the struggle against 
capita lism  and fo r  socialism 
could be resumed.

To propose to overth row  the 
capitalists in  the m idst o f the 
war, the Mensheviks declared, 
was tantam ount to  p lay ing  the 
game of German m ilita r ism  and 
opening the doors o f Russia to 
the K aiser’s armies w h ich  w ould 
come in, crush the revo lu tion, 
and enslave the Russian people.

Moreover, they continued, the 
Bolsheviks are a lienating the 
peace-loving a n d  democratic 
sections of libe ra l capita lism  in 
Russia w ith  the ir insane propa­
ganda about a w orkers ’ revo lu ­
tion. This, they argued, could 
on ly result in the tr iu m p h  of 
Czarist counter-revo lu tion. The 
libe ra l capitalists, they contend­
ed? w ould  tu rn  to Czarist gen­
erals lik e  K o rn ilo v  i f  the B o l­
sheviks continued to threaten 
them w ith  a w orkers ’ revo lu ­
tion.

The Mensheviks d idn ’t  m erely 
ta lk . They fo llow ed the logic of 
th e ir opportun ist po licy to the 
end and found themselves firs t 
in collusion w ith  the capita lists 
in fram ing  Lenin  arid T ro tsky 
as German spies in Ju ly  1917, 
and next in collusion, w ith  in ­
ternationa l im peria lism  and the 
W hite  Guard generals during  
the c iv il w a r tha t fo llow ed the 
October revo lu tion.

I t  is ha rd ly  possible to even 
begin to summarize the volumes 
o f articles, letters, speeches, 
leaflets and pamphlets w ritte n

by_ Lenin  alone in  w hich he con­
ducted the most irreconcilable 
struggle against these Menshe­
v ik  concepts, precisely on the 
grounds tha t they represented 
the fa ls ification and perversion 
of M a rx is t teachings on the 
class struggle and the class- 
struggle road to peace and 
socialism.

The situa tion  in  1917, i t  is 
w ide ly  contended today, was not 
the same as the situation now. 
Granted. We w il l  stipu la te  that 
no tw o h istorica l situations are 
exactly the same. B u t is i t  pos­
sible to overlook the essential 
s im ila rity?  Wasn’t the Menshe­
v ik  policy predicated on the no­
tion tha t practica l, immediate 
and c o n c r e t e  considerations 
should cause socialists to set 
aside th e ir “ dogmas”  and post­
pone the struggle fo r  socialist 
revo lu tion  and w orkers power 
u n til peace has been achieved?

And wasn't the Bolshevik 
policy a clear refutation of this 
kind of "practical," and "flex­
ible" sophistry? Didn't the Bol­
sheviks prove that it is ro t by 
postponing t h e  revolutionary 
struggle but by pressing it to its 
logical consequence that peace 
can be won?

There are those who say that 
“ peaceful coexistence”  has no­
th ing  to do w ith  postponing 
revo lu tionary  struggles or h a lt­
ing the figh t fo r socialism and 
that therefore the comparison of 
the cu rren t “ peaceful coexist­
ence”  po licy o f the American 
Communist Party  w ith  the Men­
shevik po licy in  1917 has no 
va lid ity .

And then there are those who 
say tha t the situation today is 
q u a lita tive ly  d iffe ren t f r o m  
1917: the consequences o f w ar 
are so ho rrib le  fo r capitalists 
and w orkers a like  tha t i t  is false 
to invoke c rite r ia  that may have 
been va lid  fo r the pre-atom ic 
age. Today, they argue, it  is im ­
perative to subordinate every­
th ing, inc lud ing  the socialist 
revo lu tion, to the need fo r 
agreement to coexist peacefully.

Leninist Concept

If, indeed, the idea of “ peace­
fu l coexistence”  does not im p ly  
the subordination of the class 
struggle and the figh t fo r social­
ist change, then at most we 
w ould be debating not questions 
o f p rinc ip le  bu t problems o f a 
tactica l and te rm ino log ica l o r­
der. For revo lu tiona ry  socialists, 
the idea of peaceful coexistence, 
i f  p roperly  understood, is en­
t ire ly  legitim ate. As a m atter 
of fact, the Russian Revolution 
and the firs t period of Soviet 
power have much to teach us on 
w hat thè Len in is t concept of 
peaceful coexistence is as w e ll 
as w hat it  is not.

W ith  the establishm ent of the 
Soviet Republic the question 
im m ediate ly arose: In  the rest 
o f the w orld , capita lism  remains 
in power and w il l  continue in 
power u n til overth row n by 
workers revo lu tion . Can w a r be 
deferred between the Soviet. 
Union and the cap ita lis t w o rld  
w h ile  the issue of capita lism  and 
socialism is being fought out on 
the arena of the w orld  class 
struggle?

Lenin  and T ro tsky said “ yes” 
and fought m any a ba ttle  w ith  
u ltra - le ftis ts  both w ith in  the 
Russian Com m unist pa rty  and 
the Com m unist In te rna tiona l on 
th is question.

The u ltra - le fts  argued th a t i f  
the Soviet governm ent through 
its d ip lom atic  o r commercial 
representatives came to agree­
ments w ith  the capita lists i t  
could only serve to strengthen

capita lism  and insure the per­
petuation o f its  system. Against 
th is in fa n tile  le ftis t v iew po in t, 
Lenin and T ro tsky showed how 
practical d ip lom atic, trade, and 
m ilita ry  agreements between 
cap ita lis t countries and the So­
vie t Union could on ly  help the 
cause of w orld  socialism.

To bo sure, such agreements 
w ould serve the interests of the 
capita lists who made them, 
otherw ise they w ou ldn ’t be 
agreements. But they w ould also 
serve the interests o f socialism. 
The question was* practica l: who 
w ould gain more?

Tj-ofsky put the master quite 
simply when he said, "The So­
viet government considers that 
the capitalist machines it im ­
ports strengthen socialism to a 
greater degree than the gold 
paid for them strengthens capi­
talism."

Bartering Revolutions

Innum erable  examples can be 
adduced to demonstrate th is 
ABC aspect of Soviet defense 
and to show i t i n  operation from  
1918 to 1959. B u t matters chang­
ed when the S ta lin is t regime in 
the Soviet U nion introduced 
something new: in add ition  to 
exchanging gold, wheat or po­
tatoes fo r machines and other 
necessaries, the S ta jin ists “ d is­
covered”  tha t a Com m unist 
pa rty  o f France o r a colonial 
revo lu tion  in  Asia could be 
th row n  in to  the bargain. E ve ry­
th ing  became reversed. Instead 
o f socialism gain ing from  such 
exchanges, i t  lost catastrophicaL
ly.

W ith  the barte r of the revo­
lu tio n a ry  position o f the French 
CP in the S ta lin -Lava l pact of 
1934, fo r  example, one of the 
most pow erfu l factors p revent­
ing the rise of H itle rism  in G er­
many was c rim in a lly  squander­
ed. In  the name of “ postponing 
the strugg le”  against French 
im peria lism  fo r the sake of a 
“ co llective security ”  alliance, 
the French Com m unist pa rty  
abandoned i t  s revo lu tionary  
an ti-w a r position; the French 
w ork ing  class was bew ildered 
and derailed and the re vo lu tion ­
ary s itua tion  tha t exploded in 
the general s trike  of 1936 was 
trag ica lly  muffed.

An economic deal, a m ilita ry  
a lliance a d ip lom atic  pact be­
tween the Soviet U nion and a 
cap ita lis t country  is completely 
perm issible. W hat is not perm is­
sible is the bartering of revo lu ­
tionary  movements fo r illuso ry  
gains. . . . . . . .

The S t a l i n i s t  concept of

“ peaceful coexistence”  flow ed 
from  its reactionary, nationalis* 
tic  and utopian conception o f 
“ socialism in one coun try .”  This 
theory reflected the  # ideological 
backslid ing of the Soviet bu­
reaucracy from  Len in is t in te r­
nationalism  to cynical contem pt 
fo r the Com m unist parties o f  
other countries.

The u tte r ly  erroneous theory 
of “ socialism in one coun try ”  
led to a chain o f disastrous 
mistakes in practice — and then 
to fu r th e r theoretica l m istakes 
tha t persist and deepen to th is  
very dayi.

Long and trag ic chapters o f 
defeat fo r the in te rna tiona l 
p ro le ta ria t have been w ritte n  
as a resu lt o f the S ta lin is t policy. 
I t  is because of th is tha t “ peace­
fu l coexistence,”  as the S ta lin ­
ists understand and practice it, 
has become anathema to genu­
ine revolution ists.

As for those who say that the 
situation has changed because 
war today would mean the very 
annihilation of the human race, 
a number of questions arise:

F irst, w hat ground have we to 
believe r th a t capita lism  is cap­
able of con tro lling  the b lin d  
forces th a t keep d riv in g  i t  to 
war? W hat grounds do we have 
to believe tha t the ru lers of a 
system tha t is in  its essence, 
planless, anarchistic and subject 
to forces beyond its contro l can, 
out of consideration fo r hum an­
ity , hold back the w ar d rive  i t  
is con tinua lly  unleashing?

Capita lism  has a lready dem­
onstrated its capacity to produce 
madmen like  H it le r, M ussolin i 
and Franco who w ou ldn ’t  hesi­
tate to drow n all o f hum an ity  
in  blood. The “ dem ocratic”  im ­
peria lists of France and England 
continuously give us fresh p roof 
of th e ir “ concern fo r h u m an ity ”  
when they organize large-scale 
massacres in  Kenya and A l ­
geria.

Furtherm ore, i f  the stakes are 
h igher today, and indeed they 
are, w hy  should' we abandon 
the very program  th a t the so­
c ia lis t m ovem ent has tested 
through decades of re vo lu tion ­
a ry experience? I t  w ou ld  seem 
tha t the contra ry  is the advis­
able course: i f  the ve ry  fa te  o f 
hum an ity  is at stake, a ll the 
more reason to draw  on every 
lesson o f h is to ry ; a ll the more 
reason to hold firm ly  to the v e ri­
fied program  of Lenin ism  in  the 
struggle fo r peace; and, a ll the 
more reason to study the w hole 
content of the B o lshevik p a rty ’s 
program  tha t won v ic to ry  fo r  
socialism and peace in  1917.
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Justified Complaint
Soviet farmers at a regional confer­

ence recently complained to the Union of 
Soviet W riters about the way Soviet l i t ­
erature deals w ith  the ir problems.

I t  seems that the w rite rs have been 
describing in  interm inable detail such 
processes as m ilk ing  cows or raising cqrn, 
bu t te lling  next to nothing about how the 
peasants live  and what the ir main prob­
lems are.

We know more about m ilk ing  cows 
than do the writers, said the farmers. And 
what we don’t  know we can learn from  
specialists.

“ But we do not only work; we love, 
we get married, we raise our children. We 
are people and nothing human is alien to 
us.”  These are the topics that Soviet w r it ­
ers should deal w ith .

Reading is a voluntary act and w rite rs 
“ must capture the heart and m ind of a 
reader.”  W hy don’t some of the w rite rs 
“ understand how boring i t  is to read books 
in  which instead of live  people there is

described the technology of the square 
method of raising potatoes?”

The farmers' complaint undoubtedly 
had government sanction. However, this 
doesn’t mean the complaint did not voice 
true grievances. On the contrary, the 
farmers’1 plea for books about people rather 
than machines or the labor process is part 
of a growing demand among the masses 
that Soviet society pay attention to the ir 
needs.

, This same demand is also expressed 
in  the popular pressure fo r more consumer 
goods. As one w rite r to a Soviet newspaper 
put it, “ Enough of covering ourselves w ith  
sputniks . . .  Le t’s get down to the most 
ordinary half-shoes . . . ”

■^Socialism, after all, aims at im proving 
the m aterial and cu ltu ra l welfare of the 
masses. Technological advances are not the 
true -measure of socialist success but a 
means to the ir achievement.

The working people are asking that 
the Soviet Union direct its attention to 
realizing the socialist goals.

The Anti-Puerto Ricans
New York politicians, community 

groups and the press are heatedly debating 
how best to cope w ith  the problem of 
crimes committed by youth. A n  intensive 
propaganda campaign has singled out the 
c ity ’s young Puerto Ricans as a special 
target. Editors and a number of public 
officials have hammered away persistent­
ly  to make the words “ Puerto Rican”  and 
“ juvenile  delinquent”  synonymous in  the 
public mind.

The latest proposal fo r dealing w ith  
you th fu l delinquents came from  Mayor 
Wagner, a Democrat given to fine phrases 
about “ social progress.”  He wants to lower 
the age at which youth can be indicted in  
adult court from  16 to 15. A  series of re­
lated propositions would make possible 
group indictments through g u ilt by asso­
ciation.

The m ayor’s proposals have been 
sharply criticized by the Citizens Com­
mittee fo r Children of New Y ork C ity. In  
an Oct. 27 statement, the committee1 Scored 
the unconstitutional aspects h i  the recom­
mendations, pointing out that punishing 
teenagers as adults w il l not reduce crime. 
The committee proposed instead the estab­
lishment of a Youth Court to provide com­
petent aid to delinquents.

This is certainly a more welcome ap­
proach than the mayor’s but i t  s t ill does 
not deal w ith  the real problem at issue.

Juvenile delinquency does occur in  
the c ity ’s Puerto Rican communities—but 
the figures show that i t  is proportionately 
less than fo r the c ity  as a whole. Moreover, 
delinquency here, as in  other m ino rity  
communities, is a direct product of the so­
cia l and economic v ictim ization of the 
Puerto Rican people. I t  can be charged to

sweatshop employers, rent-gouging land­
lords, crowded schools, lackk of p lay­
grounds and a fu tu re  that offers lit t le  op­
portun ity.

The crassest expression of the smear 
campaign against the Puerto Rican people 
came in  an odorous declaration by Judge 
Leibow itz last month. He used a Sept. 24 
Senate subcommittee hearing on juvenile  
delinquency td assert that Puerto Rican 
m igration to the mainland should be ha lt­
ed as a means of combatting crime.

One of the public figures who express­
ed disagreement w ith  this under-the-belt 
attack was Rep. Emanuel Celler, the libe r­
al Democrat from  Brooklyn. But while  
seeking to present himself as a “ friend” of 
the Puerto Rican people,'Celler inadvert­
ently b lurted out the real score on the 
problem.

“ We should not discourage them from 
coming,”  he said. “ We need them fo r  the 
hard chores and rough work. I f  they do 
not come, most of our hotels, restaurants 
and laundries would close. We need new- 
seed im m igration.”

That’s the story in  a nutshell. B ut no 
one has to te ll it  to Leibow itz or his asso­
ciates in  the gang-up on the Puerto Ricans. 
They don’t  inean a word of i t  when they 
ta lk  about keeping the Puerto Ricans out 
of New York. They, like  Celler, want them 
here fo r the “ hard chores and rough w ork” 
and—the starvation wages.

But they understand that in  order to 
compel people to accept that kind of work 
and live  on those wages they must be 
denied the opportunity of bidding fo r de­
cent jobs. Racial and national discrim ina­
tion is the classic weapon fo r achieving 
that end. That’s w hy the anti-Puerto Rican 
smear Campaign continues.

Let thé Straphangers Beware
“ I t  is the purpose of my adm inistration 

to keep subway fares down. We w il l  fight 
fo r this in every possible way,”  New Y ork ’s 
Democratic Mayor Robert Wagner declar­
ed Oct. 22.

The long-suffering straphangers of 
America’s richest c ity  w il l  do w e ll to put 
a firm  hand on the ir purses. Each previous 
fare hike in  the c ity  has beep preceded by 
a sim ilar soothing offic ia l declaration.

Wagner’s announcement tha t he w il l  
“ figh t”  in every way “ possible”  came after 
Charles Patterson, chairman of the C ity 
Transit A uthority , made the opening gam­
b it to break through the present 15-cent 
level at a meeting of the C ity Planning 
Commission.

Patterson’s peg fo r suggesting the in ­
crease was the need to do something 
about reconditioning the dangerously de­
teriorated transit system. A fte r the chair* 
man admitted that some 2,000 new subway 
cars are needed, a member of the commis­
sion asked him  i f  he knew where the 
money would come from.

“ Certainly,”  replied Patterson. “ H igh­
er taxes or higher fares.”

The next day a spokesman fo r the 
Transit A u tho rity  explained reassuringly 
tha t Patterson’s remarks had been “ mis­
construed.”  The ta lk  about a higher fare 
did not represent official policy; i t  was 
merely an answer to a question. The same 
newspapers that reported this, also cited 
an unidentified transit “ expert”  as declar­
ing that a 20-cent fare would cover the 
cost of the proposed new equipment.

These cynical maneuvers fo llow  a fa­
m ilia r pattern. Each of the two previous 
fare increases were accompanied by glow­
ing promises, about modernizing the anci­
ent underground trolleys. When Demo­
cratic M ayor O’Dw yer on June 30, 1948,

ordered the long-established nickel fare 
raised to a dime, commuters were promis­
ed new cars, speedier and more frequent 
service, clean stations and sanitary rest­
rooms, and even completion of lines pro­
jected before the elevated lines were torn 
down.

A  decade la ter New Y ork citizens are 
paying 15 cents to ride a system tha t is 
filth ie r, more crowded and less safe than 
i t  was w.hen they paid a nickel. Instead of 
expansion, trains have been taken out of 
service.

What happened to the promised big 
increase in  revenue? Part o f i t  went to 
keep the subways “ self-sustaining”  finan­
cia lly. Part of i t  never materialized, fo r the 
simple reason that the boost in  fares forced 
down the numbfer of riders. The decline in  
riders became a new excuse fo r fu rthe r 
reduction in  service, leading to a fresh 

/drop in  customers.
For too many years the Democratic 

and Republican machines in  New York 
have helped the financial interests swindle 
the commuters. New Y ork ’s skyscraper 
firms and giant department stores couldn’t 
operate w ithout the subway system. But 
they pay nothing toward its operation. 
Coupon clippers are coining m illions on 
the scandalous deal in  1940 when C ity Hall 
bought the franchise on its  own lines after 
tjiey  had been m ilked by private interests 
u n til they required m ajor overhaul. (The 
franchises were due to expire in  1969.)

We suggest a simple way of raising 
money to meet transit system needs. New 
York is paying some $60 m illion  a year on 
the bonds issued to purchase the fran­
chises. Let the c ity  officials declare a mor­
atorium  on those payments u n til the sub­
ways are put back in  adequate running 
order.

Did Kerala CP Regime Deserve Support?
The presidential intervention 

in Kerala and the dismissal of 
the Communist ministry in that 
state have raised a number of 
issues to which we must clearly 
define our attitude. Three ques­
tions are being asked, rather 
persistently in this context, 
which are as follows: /

(1) To w ha t extent the centra l 
in te rven tion  in  K era la  in'dicates 
the opposition o f the Congress 
pa rty  in  the center to any le ftis t 
or non-Congress governm ent in  
any constituent state o f India? 
In  other words, does i t  mean tha t 
the Congress w il l  no t a llow  any 
non-Congress o r le ftis t govern­
ment to rem ain in  power in  any 
state and th e ir desire to remove 
i t  by  hook or crook? j

(2) H ow  in  th is  background 
could the RSP [R evo lu tionary 
Socialist p a rty ], its e lf a le ftis t 
party , a lign itse lf w ith  o ther op­
position forces lik e  the Congress, 
the M uslim  League, the PSP 
[P ra ja  Socialist p a rty ], etc., in  a 
governm ent in  order to  unseat 
the C o m m u n i s t  governm ent 
fro m  power?

(3) Does the RSP support cen­
tra l in te rven tion  in  Kerala?

We shall t r y  to  answer these 
questions one by one.

We have no misapprehension 
about the bona' fides or good in ­
tentions o f the Congress as re ­
gards le ttin g  parties o ther than 
the Congress to  come to  power 
in  any state, o r to  rem ain  in  
pow er fo r long, i f  i t  can prevent 
that. I f  i t  is a le ftis t governm ent, 
the opposition o f the Congress 
governm ent at the center w il l  be 
a ll the more pronounced and i t  
w il l  take advantage o f a ll the 
provisions o f the constitu tion  to 
th ro w  th a t governm ent ou t of 
power.

I t  is qu ite  possible in  the 
present mood o f d is illusionm ent 
and dissatisfaction o f the masses 
w ith  the Congress to  re tu rn  a 
non-Congress o r a le ftis t p a rty  
o r a coa lition  o f parties in  a 
m a jo rity  in  one o r m ore state 
legislatures. But, there is no 
doubt in  our m inds th a t as soon 
as such a le ftis t p a rty  (or coali­
tion  o f parties) o f its  governm ent 
in  any p a rticu la r state w i l l  s tart 
p u ttin g  in to  practice any item  
o f its le ftis t program  or to  a lte r 
even by an iota the exis ting  sys­
tem o f bourgeois-property re la ­
tionships, the Congress pa rty  in  
the center w i l l  exert its  utm ost 
strength to sabotage any such 
move and also to overth row  that 
governm ent in  the state con­
cerned.

We have, however, to  po in t 
ou t th a t the centra l in te rven tion  
in  K era la  (w h ich  w e have op­
posed in  p rinc ip le ) came, not be­
cause the Com m unist p a rty ’s 
governm ent in  tha t state was 
fo llo w in g  a le ftis t program. 
W hatever m igh t have been th e ir 
ea rlie r promises, to  judge i t  by 
its practice and performances i t  
was as good o r as bad as the 
Congress governments in  the 
other states.

To take one instance: Much 
has been said in  the parliam en­
ta ry  debate over centra l in te r­
vention in  K era la  about the new 
police code. M r. Dange, the Com­
m unist p a rty ’s leader in  the L o k  
Sabha [upper house o f the In ­
dian parliam ent at New D e lh i], 
w anted to prove th a t one o f the 
m ajor crimes o f the K era la  gov­
ernm ent in  the eyes o f the KPCC 
[K e ra la  Pradesh (state) Con­
gress Com m ittee] leaders and o f 
the vested interests in  th a t state 
was" th a t the Communists sought 
to p revent the  em ploym ent o f 
the police force against the 
workers and the to ilin g  people. 
He proclaim ed, ra the r d ram atic­
a lly , th a t i f  the  Communists 
come to pow er again in  Kerala, 
they w ou ld  do the same over 
again, come w ha t may.

The speakers fro m  the  Con­
gress and the PSP side, who sup­
ported centra l in te rven tion , a l­
most played in to  the hands o f 
the Communists by arguing th a t

Editorial Note
The adjoining article is 

from the Call, monthly maga­
zine of the Revolutionary So­
cialist party of India. We 
print it for the information 
of readers who have indicated 
their interest in the position 
of this organization on Neh­
ru's dismissal of the Commu­
nist parly regime in the state 
of Kerala July 31 and the in ­
stitution in its place of "presi­
dent's rule" by the central 
government. C o m m u n i s t  
party spokesmen accused the 
RSP of combining w ith reac­
tionary forces in  agitating 
against the CP administra­
tion.

The article is also of value, 
we believe, for the informa­
tion it gives on the anti-so­
cialist policies which the In ­
dian Communist party fol­
lowed in Kerala. The RSP  
speaks w ith  authority on the 
subject since it  participated in  
the united front that brought 
the CP into office.

In  addition, the article 
sheds light on the new crisis 
which hit the Indian CP when 
China and India got into the 
current argument over the 
location of the border be­
tween the two countries. This 
crisis made world headlines 
when the Communist party  
executive committee in M a­
harashtra (the important area 
including Bombay) voted for 
a motion sponsored by the 
Praja Socialists, with whom  
they are in a bloc, condemn-

ing China's use of force 
against India.

The resolution called for 
support to "the Prime Minis­
ter and the Government of 
India in defense of the honor 
and territorial integrity of 
our great country against 
aggression or coercion." This 
bourgeois nationalist position 
has now received the support 
of the Kerala and Andhra 
units of the party. And E. M. 
S. Namboodiripad. chief min­
ister of the Kerala CP gov­
ernment, has added his voice 
to the chorus.

When Chinese soldiers fired 
on an Indian patrol Oct. 23, 
the A ll-Ind ia C o m m u n i s t  
party headquarters in Delhi 
issued a statement directly 
condemning China. The dec­
laration said that "there was 
no juslifiction whatsoever for 
the firing which resulted in 
such a heavy loss of life."

S. A*. Dange, a Maharashtra 
CP leader and one of the 
party's top spokesmen in the 
A l l - I n d i a  parliament, an­
nounced Oct. 24 that he w ill 
"stand behind Nehru." A . K. 
Gopolan, the party's deputy 
leader in parliament, de­
manded an immediate end of 
attacks by China.

We do not yet know the 
reaction of the RSP to the 
border incidents. However, 
the latest issue of the M ilit­
ant, an Indian Trotskyist 
paper, indicates that the 
RSP has been affected by 
the nationalist w ar hysteria.

there was no ru le  o f law  in  
K era la  under the Communists; 
tha t they had d iv ided the  peo­
ple o f K era la  in to  tw o  classes; 
namely, the w orkers and the 
non-w orkers and tha t police p ro ­
tection was denied to the so- 
called non-workers. On these 
grounds, they argued th a t cen­
tra l in te rven tion  was justified .

' I t  was, however, fo rgo tten  in  
the heat o f the debate th a t the 
firs t police f ir in g  under the Com­
m unist governm ent in  K era la  
was directed against a body o f 
w orkers, w ho w ere engaged in  
a leg itim ate  trade dispute. We 
re fe r here to the Chandanath- 
oppu f ir in g  in  Ju ly , 1958, where 
tw o ' w orkers were k illed . Here 
the police acted to save the p rop ­
e rty  and the interests o f the em­
ployers as against the demands 
o f . . . w orkers [led by the RSP 
and U nited Trade U nion Con­
gress, a non-Com m unist federa­
tion ].

The next three incidents of 
fir in g  took place du ring  the 
p lan ta tion  w orkers ’ s tr ike  of 
October tha t year . . . led by 
the A IT U C  [C om m unist-contro l­
led A ll- In d ia  Trade U nion Con­
gress] and the Com m unist pa rty  
members, in  the struggle fo r 
bonus and m in im um  wages.

We need not m ention here 
numerous other instances of po­
lice repression, o f lathi-charges, 
o f im position o f Section 144, etc., 
resorted to by the Com m unist 
p a rty  governm ent against the 
w orkers, against students and 
o ther sections of the people of 
Kerala.

The Com m unist pa rty  spokes­
men in  the parliam ent were 
n a tu ra lly  interested in  conceal­
ing  these facts and ne ithe r the 
Congress nor the PSP was in ­
terested in  re fe rring  to these 
facts, because in  th a t case they 
w ould  have given away the case 
th a t they had b u ilt  up fo r  cen­
tra l in te rvention .

Failed to W in Capitalists

B u t these facts are matters o f 
recorded h is to ry  and they prove 
unam biguously th a t the Com­
m unist governm ent o r its police 
were no t s id ing w ith  the w o rk ­
ers against the capitalists. The

... Attack Infuriates Cuba
(Continued from  Page 1)

To counteract the pressure 
fro m  C u b a n  and Am erican 
landlords and capita lists against 
his re form  program , Castro has 
tightened his reins on the gov­
ernm ent. Raul Castro was made 
m in is te r of the R evolutionary 
A rm ed Forces Oct. 17 and M a­
jo r  Ernesto “ Chez”  Guevara 
has been given a key job  in  the 
A g ric u ltu ra l Reform  In s titu te  
(IN R A ) where he w il l  head a 
governm ent program  to indus­
tr ia lize  Cuba.

The resignation of. M a jo r 
H ubert Matos, m ilita ry  Com­
m ander o f Camaguey province, 
Oct. 21 is one of the indications 
o f grow ing tension. Subsequent­
ly  arrested by Castro, he has 
been lin ke d  up w ith  Lanz and 
fo rm er President U rru tia , both 
of w hom  are opposed to the 
A g ra rian  R eform  Law.

A lthough  Castro s ti l l  has the 
support o f the m a jo rity  o f the 
people, the W a ll S treet Journa l 
o f Oct. 27 reports th a t “ counter­
revo lu tionaries are now  strong 
enough to embarrass the gov­
ernm ent whenever they see fit .”

The State D epartm ent, o f 
course, is maintaining that it is

on ly  an innocent bystander and 
has had noth ing to do w ith  the 
new moves of the counter-revo l­
u tiona ry  forces. Its  hypocritica l 
protests, however, have been 
p roperly  scorned by the Cuban 
government, w h ich  is thorough­
ly  aware o f how the State De­
partm ent has supported and en­
couraged Am erican financia l in ­
terests in  Cuba.

The m ounting counter-revo lu­
tiona ry  opposition has forced 
Castro to tu rn  tow ard  the w o rk ­
ers and peasants. “ O ur rep ly  to 
these a ir attacks,”  he declared, 
“ m ust be the tra in in g  and arm ­
ing of the peasants and workers, 
the professionals and even the 
women.”

H ow  fa r  Castro is prepared to 
go to m obilize popular forces 
remains to be seen. The ind ic ­
ated course is to carry through 
the scheduled m a jo r reform s 
w ith o u t fu r th e r delay. The long­
er the reform s are p u t off, the 
more tim e is given counter-rev­
o lu tion  to recover and to mo­
bilize. B u t Castro lik e  m any a 
na tionalis t before h im  hesitates 
a t unleashing forces th a t could 
take Cuba down the road to a 
socialist governm ent.

Com m unist p a rty  tr ied  to woo 
the capita lists bu t fa iled.

As a m atte r of fact, i t  was the 
fa ilu re  o f the Communists to 
woo the capita lists and the vest­
ed interests on the one hand by 
g iv ing  concession a fte r conces­
sion and by be tray ing  the tnass- 
es, and th e ir  fa ilu re  to m obilize 
the masses on the basis o f any 
progressive social program , on 
the other, w h ich  were respon­
sible fo r th e ir iso lation fro m  the 
people and w h ich  created a 
po litica l impasse fo r  them.

I t  is s ignificant to  note th a t 
barring  P rim e M in is te r Nehru, 
every o ther spokesman o f the 
Congress p a rty  o r the PSP 
sought to ju s tify  in te rvention  in 
Kerala on the ground o f the 
fa ilu re  o f the Communists to 
give equal protection to a ll the 
people of Kerala, p a rticu la rly  
the capita lists and the non­

w orking-class people. This on ly 
proves w ha t we have stated a l­
ready about the h o s tility  o f the 
Congress governm ent at the 
center to any progressive le ftis t 
governm ent tha t m igh t come to 
power in  any of the states o f the 
Ind ian  Union. /

B u t centra l in te rven tion  in
Kerala d id  no t come earlie r be­
cause o f tw o reasons. F irs tly , be­
cause of the dem onstrative read­
iness o f the Communists to
compromise and betray th e ir 
princip les, and secondly, be­
cause of the absence o f any
strong anti-C om m unist agita tion 
amongst the people, w hich
w ould have made any ea rlie r 
move towards in te rven tion  un ­
popular. B u t in  course o f tim e, 
the Communists succeeded in  
iso lating themselves, m aking 
even the common masses hos­
tile , and tha t gave the vested 
interests and the Congress gov­
ernm ent at the center [the  op­
p o rtu n ity ] to de live r the coup de 
grace.

I f  we look at the w hole ques­
tion  of centra l in te rven tion  from  
th is  background, we sha ll be 
able to understand RSP’s stand 
as regards the firs t question th a t 
we have posed at the outset. The 
governm ent o f the Com m unist 
pa rty  in K era la  was not a le ftis t 
governm ent and was not fo l­
low ing  a le ftis t program , and, 
therefore, centra l in te rven tion  
in  K era la  cannot be character­
ized as in te rven tion  against a 
le ftis t governm ent.

B u t s t i l l  the Com m unist gov­
ernm ent could no t w in  the con­
fidence o f the Congress H igh  
Command or the centra l govern­
ment. I t  is qu ite  p la in  tha t the 
Congress w il l  no t easily a llow  
any non-Congress le ftis t govern­
m ent to come to pow er or re ­
m ain in  power in  any state, even 
i f  i t  does not fo llo w  a le ftis t 
program  as such. B u t in  the 
present case, the Communists 
by th e ir  fa ilu re  to stand by  the 
basic demands o f the masses and 
by be tray ing  them  created a s it­
uation where the centra l gov­
ernm ent could easily find  an 
excuse to intervene.

I f  we keep th is  context o f the 
firs t answer f irm ly  in  our m ind, 
i t  w il l  not be d iff ic u lt fo r  any­
body to understand or appreci­
ate our answer to the o ther tw o 
questions.

The RSP’s position in  the last 
mass movem ent against the gov­
ernm ent of K era la  was clear 
from  th e  very  beginning. The 
RSP d id  not jo in  hands e ither 
w ith  the V im ochana Samara 
S am iti [L ibe ra tion  A ction  Coun­
c il composed of Roman C athol­
ics and the reactionary com-

m una l N a ir Service Society] or 
the Congress-PSP-Muslim  Lea­
gue jo in t  council o f action to 
f ig h t the Communists.

The RSP fe lt th a t the to ilin g  
masses, p a rticu la rly  the w o rk in g  
class in  Kera la  had lost confi­
dence in  the C om m unist govern­
ment, th a t the C om m unist gov­
ernm ent m ust resign and seek 
a fresh mandate fro m  tha  
people.

The RSP jo ined th is  move­
m ent no t to help the V im ochana 
Samara S am iti o r the Congress- 
PSP-M uslim  League a lignm ent. 
The RSP and the non-Com m un­
is t trade unions form ed a jo in t  
council o f action and p a rtic i­
pated in  the movem ent on the  
basis o f specific w orking-class 
demands.

The RSP’s pa rtic ipa tion  in  the  
movem ent was as much d ire c t­
ed against the betrayals o f the  
Com m unist g o v e r n m e n t  as 
against the m ovem ent o f vested 
interests, ra llied-, inside the  
V im ochana Samara S am iti and 
the Congress-PSP-Muslim  Lea­
gue coalition.

I t  is obvious th a t the RSP 
does not support centra l in te r­
vention  in  Kera la . The RSP is 
opposed in  p rinc ip le  to the pow ­
er o f in te rven tion  in  the p o li­
tica l affa irs of the states, g iven 
to the centra l governm ent under 
artic les 352, 355 and 356 o f the 
constitu tion, except fo r  m eeting 
c r itica l emergencies lik e  w a r 
and fo re ign aggression. The RSP 
regards these powers as being 
undem ocratic and liab le  to be 
abused.

In  the case of Kera la , i t  is also 
opposed to the la test instance o f 
in te rvention , because i t  p revent­
ed the to ilin g  people fro m  set­
t lin g  accounts w ith  a govern­
m ent tha t had betrayed them . 
The in te rven tion  of the centra l 
governm ent came a t a tim e  
when the popular m ovem ent 
was gain ing mom entum  and on 
the eve o f the im pending ses­
sion o f the parliam ent in  order 
to present the la tte r w ith  a fa it 
accompli.

The tim in g  and the m anner of 
in te rven tion  prove th a t in te r­
vention should come at a tim e  
as w ould  help to consolidate the  
p o lit ica l position o f the reac­
tiona ry  forces in  the state. The 
dismissal of the C om m unist gov­
ernm ent, therefore, m ig h t no t 
b rin g  any progressive force to  
power.

I t  must also, however, be rec­
ognized tha t the Communists 
themselves were responsible by  
th e ir betrayals and compromises 
in  weakening and d is rup ting  
the progressive forces.

Headlines in Other Lands
Rich Get Richer 
In Laos on 
U.S. M ilitary  A id

The U.S. governm ent1 is push­
ing  plans to in tens ify  tra in in g  
of Laotian  governm ent troops 
in  order to  strengthen them  in  
the Asian coun try ’s c iv il war, 
reports Jack Raymond in  the 
Oct. 25 New Y o rk  Times.

This comes a fte r a U nited 
Nations investigation  com m ittee 
found no evidence th a t N o rth  
Vietnamese troops had “ in f i l­
tra ted ”  in to  Laos as the Laotian 
governm ent had charged.
' The U.S. pays the en tire  b il l  
fo r  m a in ta in ing  the roya l Lao­
tian  troops num bering about 
25,000 plus 3,200 police. Accord­
ing  to the 1954 Geneva agree­
m ent covering w ha t was once 
the French colony o f Indo-China 
(Laos was a p a rt o f th is colony), 
the U.S. is no t a llow ed to set up 
a regu la r m ilita ry  advisory 
group. However, W ashington 
gets around the trea ty  provis ion 
th rough a “ program  evaluation 
o ffice”  w ith  nearly  200 persons 
headed by B rig . Gen. John A. 
Heingtes and a tra in in g  mission 
o f 100.

“ The tw o  missions,”  says Ray­
mond, “ are responsible fo r 
checking the d isposition o f U n it­
ed States m ilita ry  equipm ent 
tu rned over to  the Laotians. 
They are responsible also fo r 
tra in in g  the Laotians in  the use 
o f the equipm ent.”  E quipm ent 
plus a rm y and police salaries 
have accounted fo r most o f the 
$225 m illio n  in  “ a id ”  th a t the 
U.S. gave Laos in  the  last fo u r 
years.

The Laotian  landow ning and 
m erchant classes w ho ru n  the 
governm ent are so parasitica lly  
dependent on W ashington1 tha t 
on Oct. 20 tw o  Laotian  officia ls 
complained about the U.S. gov­
ernm ent being la te in  meeting 
police payrolls. They also com­
pla ined about A m erican “ par­
sim ony”  generally. The Laotian  
governm ent, they said, m ust a l­
ways “ im p lo re ”  W ashington fo r 
funds “ like  a poor beggar.”

The Laotian  upper classes are 
beggars, a ll r ig h t, and p re tty  
Crusty ones at that. B u t they are 
not poor beggars. As the New 
Y o rk  W orld  Telegram  stated 
e d ito r ia lly  Oct. 24, thanks to 
W ashington’s handouts the rich  
in  Laos “ appear to be ge tting  
riche r and the poor poorer.”

To keep the Lao tian  people 
from  in te rfe r in g  w ith  th is  p ro f­
itab le  beggary, the governm ent 
launched a crackdow n on the 
opposition Pathet Lao m ove­
ment. In  spring 1958, the Pathet 
Lao and its  allies w on a m a jo r­
ity  o f those seats in  P arliam ent 
—  21, o r about a th ird  —  p u t up 
fo r  e lection at th a t tim e. Last 
spring, P rem ie r Phoui Sanani- 
kone ordered the arrest o f the 
Pathet Lao leaders. This helped 
touch o ff the c iv il  w ar. On Oct. 
20, the governm ent announced 
th a t e ight Pathet Lao leaders 
w ou ld  be tr ie d  fo r  “ conspiracy.”

Chinese Press 
Explains New Line 
On Communes

The New Statesman, B ritish  
socialist w eekly, reports Oct. 10 
on artic les in  the P eking press 
g iv ing  fu r th e r details about re ­
cent changes in  the ru ra l peo­
ple ’s communes.

“ E qua lita rian ism  in  d is tr ib u ­
tion ,”  cla im ed last year as a 
goal o f the communes, is now  
pu t o ff to  the d is tan t fu tu re . The 
cu rren t .-slogan is “ To each ac­
cording to his labor” —  a fo rm u ­
la w h ich  in  the Soviet U nion 
has long been used to ju s tify  as 
w e ll as to foster differences of 
income.

According to one w r ite r  in  the 
Chinese press, “ people’s com­
munes must not tr y  to  do every­
th in g  in one single step, m ust 
not negate the Socialist p r in ­
ciple ‘to  each according to  his 
labor’ in  fa vo r o f the Com m un­
ist p rinc ip le  ‘to  each according 
to his need’ u n t i l  p roduction  is 
h ig h ly  developed and social 
products are p le n tifu l. People 
must not s tra in  a fte r Com m un­
ism before the conditions are 
ripe .”

The T ien ts in  Hopei Jih-pao 
has adopted a readers’ question- 
and-answer column to deal w ith  
queries raised by commune 
members, inc lud ing  the fo llo w ­
ing: “ Is i t  advisable to  a llow  
commune members to engage in  
some s i d e l i n e  occupations?”  
“ Can commune members grow 
some gourds and vegetables on 
odd pieces o f vacant land when 
they can be spared fro m  fa rm  
w ork? ” - “ A fte r  people’s com­
munes have,been b u ilt , should 
the bicycles o f commune mem­
bers become the p roperty  o f the 
communes?”

The newspaper answers that 
commune members are a llow ed 
to engage in  sideline production, 
a t home when they can be spar­
ed fro m  w ork. “ They m ay grow  
w hatever they lik e  by the side 
of th e ir  houses, in  the yards, in  
the cemeteries, and on o ther odd 
pieces o f vacant land.”  The 
bicycles, w h ich  last year had to  
be surrendered to the com­
munes, now  are to be re tu rned  
to th e ir  owners, b u t “ resistance 
was encountered . , , s o m e  
cadres refused . . . They w ere 
critic ized f o r  n o t  correctly  
ca rry ing  out the p a rty ’s new  
line .”

In  another Peking publication, 
L in  Hsia expla ins th a t to get 
m axim um  production, i t  is im ­
portan t th a t “ aside fro m  collec­
tive  production, the  commune 
members should be enabled to 
use th e ir  spare tim e  to  g row  
some food grains, melons, veg­
etables . . . and raise some dom­
estic animals and p o u ltry  on va­
cant p lots o f land.”  This is  in  
lin e  w ith  the new  d irec tive  that 
commune members “ can re ta in  
in d iv id u a l trees around th e ir  
houses and sm all fa rm ' im ple­
ments, sm all tools, sm all dom ­
estic animals and p o u ltry .”  •

L in  Hsia calls th is  a “ sm all 
freedom ”  w ith in  a defin ite  
fram ew ork. He says th a t some 
ÇP members have c ritic ized  th is  
“ sm all freedom ”  because com­
mune members w ou ld  develop 
“ the spontaneous cap ita lis t ten­
dency and w ith d ra w  fro m  the 
collective.”  He adm its the  dan­
ger, b u t trusts “ p o lit ica l leader­
ship, economic lim ita tio n s  and 
the supervision o f the  masses”  
to keep the tendency in  check.

The Peking Jen-m in Jih-pao 
published the results o f an in­
q u iry  in to  small-scale, s ideline 
production in  three local com­
munes. The investigation  re ­
vealed tha t “ W ith  the leve l o f 
production as i t  ac tua lly  is, in­
come fro m  collective undertak­
ings is as ye t unable to reduce 
in to  insignificance the  percent­
ages accounted fo r  b y  income 
fro m  commune members’ dom­
estic small-scale s ide line1 p ro ­
duction.”  In  one commune far 
more chickens and pigs were 
being raised p riva te ly  than pub­
l ic ly , and the resu lting  manure 
was used to fe rtiliz e  personal 
sideline production ra the r than 
comm unal grains and veget­
ables.



How Mexico City 
Reacted to Soviet 
Folk Performers
Editor:
I  W h ile  v is it in g  in Mexico C ity  
recently  I  had the opportun ity  
to ’ see the P ian itsky Company, 
a h ig h ly  talented group of So­
v ie t fo lk  dancers and singers. 
They appeared at the National 
A u d ito riu m  w hich is about the 
size of Madison Square Garden 
and the ha ll was w e ll filled .

The performance was spectac­
u la r and the audience responded 
w ith  great w arm th  and appreci­
ation. B u t the most s tr ik in g  fea­
tu re  of the audience reaction 
came at the end o f the pe rfo rm ­
ance. There was a huge ovation 
and ’ some of the people began 
to- wave th e ir  handkerchiefs to 
the  perform ers who responded 
W ith th e ir  handkerchiefs. Soon 
almost the entire  audience was 
standing fo r several m inutes 
and thére was a sea o f handker­
chiefs w av ing  to thé stage.
Ç W hat began as an expression 
o f'apprec ia tion  fo r the pe rfo rm ­
ance became a m oving demon­
stra tion  o f a desire fo r fr ie n d ­
ship w ith  the Soviet people.

H . C.
New Y ork

Yes, W e  Can Trust 
The T V  Q uiz Gang!
Editor:
,J I  have been fo llo w in g  the ex­
posure o f the rigged T V  quiz 
shows vyith a lo t of interest. One 
paid o f i t  gives me satisfaction. 
I t ’s h igh tim e the corporations 
w h ich  contro l the a ir waves 
Wére exposed fo r  w ha t they are 
— a gang o f typ ica lly  unscrupul­
ous business men who don’t  hes­
ita te. to  pu t a fraud  over on the 
pub lic  fo r  the sake o f th e ir  a l­
m ig h ty  profits.

W hat a comm entary th is  scan­
d a l is on the new la w  p e rm it­
tin g  the stations' to v ir tu a lly  bar 
m in o r ity  candidates from  the 
a ir. They needed th a t a ir  tim e 
fo r  more im portan t th ings! Be­
sides, Congress said, everyone 
knows the broadcasters can be 
trusted to see to i t  tha t a ll views 
are given fa ir  treatm ent.

I ’ve also been th in k in g  about 
Charles Van Doren and h is pa r­
tic ipa tion  in  the quiz “ contest”  
on “ 21.”  For a lo t o f people an­
o ther illu s ion  has .gone down

the dra in. A n  impressive young
scholar from  an illu s trious  l ite r ­
ary fa m ily  tu rns out to be no 
more im m une than anyone else 
to the tem ptation of a fast buck.

In  one sense it  made me feel 
good to read tha t his students, 
w ith  whom  he seems to be 
popular, are stick ing  by him . 
B u t I  also can’t  he lp  b u t feel 
tha t i f  they had been steeped 
in an atmosphere where tru th  
and in te g rity  are the cardinal 
in te llectua l v irtues they w ould 
fiercely resent w hat he d id  as a 
betrayal of th e ir trust.

J. B. „
New Jersey

W h at A bout Peace 
— A t  the South Pole
Editor:

Is the M ilita n t being too pes­
sim istic about U.S. in tentions to 
peacefu lly coexist w ith  the So­
v ie t world?

I  g ran t you tha t the cap ita lis t 
representatives in  the U nited 
Nations are p u ttin g  up a lo t of 
i f ’s, and’s and b u t’s w h ile  seem­
ing  to agree in  the m ain w ith  
the Soviet proposal on d isarm ­
ament.

I t ’s also true  th a t they are 
demanding th a t t h e  S o v i e t  
U nion give up its veto righ ts  in  
the U N  as the price of d isarm ­
ament. This w ou ld  mean, I  ad­
m it, tha t the Soviet U nion w ould  
then be tied  up by a stacked 
cap ita lis t m a jo rity . B u t who 
said peace w ou ld  be easy?

Nonetheless, le t ’s note the 
great leap fo rw a rd  now  being 
made in  A ntarc tica . The 10-na­
tion  conference has reported 
“ satisfactory progress”  on an 
agreement to ou tlaw  m ilita ry  
use o f the South Pole. A nd  i t  is 
fu r th e r reported tha t “ a s p ir it 
o f compromise preva iled.”

N ow isn’t  tha t something? Ya 
gotta have fa ith , man!

Bert Deck 
New York

Is That News?
Editor:

Moscow radio reports tha t T ru ­
man and Acheson are “ ca rry ing  
out a campaign against the new 
hopeful tendencies in  w o rld  a f­
fa irs .”  A nd  w ha t was T rum an 
doing at his 1945 m eeting w ith  
S ta lin  at Potsdam?

O. T. Road 
Manhattan

Rockefeller Tries 
To O ut-N ixon Nixon
Editor:

W hat a fake our tw o -pa rty  
sytem is. In  1958 Nelson Rocke­
fe lle r, a m u ltim illio n a ire , ran 
fo r governor of New Y o rk  on 
the Republican ticke t. A v e r ill 
H an'im an, another m u lt im illio n ­
aire, ran on the Democratic 
ticke t.

H arrim an cooked his goose 
w ith  a lo t of New Y o rk  libera ls 
as a co ld-w ar drum -beater and 
an open spokesman fo r big busi­
ness. So Rockefeller ran against 
h im  as a “ modern”  lib e ra l Re­
publican and even ate blintzes 
on the East Side.

He d id such a good job  of 
m aking out as a lib e ra l tha t he 
got the last-m inute  suppo it of 
Mrs. Schiff, the publisher o f the 
libe ra l New Y o rk  Post. A nd  he 
convinced enough libe ra l voters 
of his appreciation o f cheeze 
blintzes to w in  the election.

W hen the re turns were in, 
even the union leaders who 
backed H arrim an  w eren’t  upset. 
They said tw o  good meiT were 
runn ing  and i t  was no b ig tra g ­
edy tha t H arrim an lost.

B u t now  R ockefe ller is ru n ­
ning against N ixon  fo r  the pres­
iden tia l nom ination in  the Re­
publican party  and th is tim e  his 
opponent is N ixon, who, un like  
H arrim an, is runn ing  on a l ib ­
eral, peace program. Does tha t 
bother Rockefeller? N ot one bit. 
W hen his opponent was a con­
servative, he became a libe ra l. 
N ow  his opponent decides to be 
a libe ra l, so he becomes a re ­
actionary.

A fte r  he lp ing to w h ip  up the 
w a r hysteria  w ith  a big hoopla 
plan about bu ild in g  an H -bom b 
shelter in  every home, Rocke­
fe lle r has gone even fu r th e r— 
he’s demanding tha t the bomb 
tests be started up again!

He’s probably the on ly  p o lit i­
cian in  Am erica r ig h t now  to 
take th is  unpopu lar stand. B u t 
I  guess he figures i t  w il l  get h im  
some delegates against N ixon 
from  the Am erica F irs t boys in 
Chicago and the Know land 
gang in C a liforn ia . The Post is 
upset about this. A t least its 
ed ito ria l column is. B u t Rocke­
fe lle r doesn’t care. He’s a cap it­
a lis t po litic ian  a ll right,.

Does m y disgust show?
A  Voter 
New York

Notes in the News
CONTINUOUS PERFORMANCE —  Once 

again, as in  five  o f the past s ix  months, con­
sumers prices took another leap in  September, 
reaching an a ll-t im e  peak. The September in ­
crease was 0.3%. This boosted the  cost-of- 
l iv in g  25.2% above the  1947-49 average, ac­
cord ing to the conservative estimate o f the 
Bureau o f Labor statistics.

»  *  *

' EXCEPTION TO THE TREND —  Prices 
are ris in g  steadily and so is the  s tron tium  90 in  
y o u r bones. But, w e’re happy to  report, the 
price  o f rad ia tion  meters fo r  measurement o f 
home fa llo u t has dropped fro m  $15 to  $7.

1 *  *  *

BACH IS BACK —  Charles T. Z iegler, p ro ­
p rie to r o f Figaro, a coffee shop in  the G reenwich 
V illage  area o f N ew  York, was served a sum ­
mons fo r  a llegedly operating a cabaret w ith o u t 
a license. The cops accused h im  o f paying  the  
S ilve rm ine  S tring  T rio  to p lay the w orks o f 
Johann Sebastian Bach, an e ighteenth-century 
German composer. M agistrate Com erford d is­
missed the charge Oct. 22 w hen he learned th a t 
Z ieg le r ne ithe r served liq u o r nor sought a Beat­
n ik  trade. He avoided ru lin g  on the defendant’s 
contention th a t Bach’s music is “ cu ltu re ”  ra the r 
than  “ en terta inm ent.”  r

« * ' *
A BITTER PILL —  The nation ’s 85 accredit­

ed m edical schools spent $272 m illio n  last year 
to  tra in  doctors. In  the same period pharm a­
ceutical m anufacturers spent $300 m illio n  to 
prom ote the  sale o f prescrip tion  drugs, almost 
tr ip le  the am ount they  spent on research. A  
recent survey showed tha t the  average doctor 
gets 4,900 drug ads in  the m a il a year. In  add i­
tion , doctors are v is ited  by a horde o f 20,000 
■‘'“de ta il”  men h ired  by the drug firm s to  p lug  
th e ir  products.

* * *
MODERN GHOST TOWN —  A  Senate sub­

committee studying  unem ploym ent found a 
g rim  s itua tion  in  Fayette County, a Pennsyl­
van ia  coa l-m in ing  area w here production  has 
come to  an almost complete standstill. Tw en ty - 
eight per cent o f the w o rk  force in  the area 'is 
¡jobless. Some have been unem ployed fo r  as long 
as three to five years. U niontow n, center o f the 
area, has 11,000 out o f w o rk . A t  B r ie r H il l  the 
senators found 12 men employed out o f a popu­
lation o f 1,200. A t A lliso n  they found most of 
the 1,764 residents su rv iv ing  on home garden­
ing, small game and federal surplus com m odi­
ties. W illia m  Hines, a U n ited  M ine  W orkers 
Spokesman, described the area as an “ is land o f 
despair.”

*  *  *  •

FOXY G IM M ICK —  W ant to keep up w ith  
the hounds? B u t you ’re too broke to  afford it? 
D on’t  w o rry , ju s t sign on the dotted lin e ; hun t 
now —  pay later. W ith  th is  generous offer, one 
of B rita in ’s oldest fo x  hunts has caught up w ith  
the times. You can take ou t annual m em bership 
on the ins ta llm en t plan. The w ife  and ch ild ren  
can ride  too under a package fa m ily  deal. Ten 
years ago, the  h u n t master said, dues in  in ­
sta llm ents w ou ld  have been “ un th inkab le .”
O n ly  ten years ago?

*  *  *

PHILADELPHIA COPS RAID COFFEE 
SHOPS —  The Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  U nion 
has protested the unconstitu tiona l conduct o f 
P h ilade lph ia  police and magistrates w ho have 
been cracking dow n on coffee-shop patrons and 
Owners. The cops have staged mass arrests w ith -

out w arrants. In  one shop some 36 persons were 
arrested and denied the r ig h t to  telephone fam ­
ilies or lawyers from  the  sta tion house. The 
A C LU  charged th a t a m agistrate found 17 o f 
those arrested g u ilty  o f “ d isorderly  conduct”  
w ith o u t even in fo rm in g  the  accused o f the
offense fo r  w h ich  they were being charged.

*  *  *

U N IO N  REFUSES TO IN FO R M  —  7’hc- 
West Coast In te rna tiona l Longshoremen’s &  
Warehousemen’s U nion has in fo rm ed the  U. S. 
D epartm ent o f Labor th a t i t  does not in tend  to 
meet its request fo r  in fo rm a tion  on w hether 
any fo rm er “ Communists”  o r “ felons”  ho ld  
un ion  office. Thè un ion ’s action could provide 
a legal test o f the disclosure prov is ion o f the 
K e nnedy-Land rum -G riffith  la w  under w hich 
the  in fo rm a tion  was demanded. The un ion  said 
th a t the law  is unconstitu tiona l and “ so vague 
as to be meaningless.”  For example, un ion  a t­
torneys asked, “ to  w h ich  ‘Com m unist P a rty ’ 
docs the law  refer? The S talin ists, the T ro tsky-
ites? The W orkers pa rty? ”

•  « •

TH E Y 'VE  GOT A  SECRET —  M ore than 
150 federal statutes are used by  the governm ent 
to ju s tify  its  practice of keeping a w ide  va rie ty  
o f pub lic  in fo rm a tion  secret, according to Sam­
uel J. A rch iba ld , s ta ff adm in is tra to r o f the 
House Governm ent In fo rm a tion  sub-committee. 
P o in ting  to “ secrecy”  abuses, he cited the case 
o f contam inated w ells around the Rocky M oun­
ta in  Arsenal chemical p lan t near D erby, Colo. 
Crops watered fro m  the  w e lls  have stopped 
g row ing and some animals d rin k in g  the w ater 
have died. A  repo rt on th is  by the U n ive rs ity  
o f Colorado has been suppressed by the A rm y. 
Some farm ers in  the area have filed  damage
claims against the governm ent.

*  *  *

W IR E TA P PIN G  ON INCREASE —  Police­
men, p riva te  detectives and employers are us­
ing  illega l w iretaps and concealed microphones 
.on a stead ily increasing scale, according to  a 
study ju s t published by Rutgers U n ive rs ity  and 
financed by the Fund fo r the Republic. The 
investigation  disclosed th a t m any companies 
use microphones p lanted in  to ile ts, lounges 
and s im ila r places to eavesdrop on th e ir  em­
ployes. Conversations are tape recorded. New 
Y o rk  C ity  has the highest num ber o f w iretaps, 
an estimated 30,000 a year. The team m aking 
the investigation  said they got “ ve ry  l it t le  co­
operation”  from  New Y o rk  Police Commission­
er Kennedy. v

*  « *

NEW  A G R EEM EN T ON M E X IC A N  FAR M  
LABORERS —  The U.S. and M exican govern­
ments have completed negotiations on a new 
agreement p e rm ittin g  M exican citizens to be 
b rought in to  th is  country fo r  ag ricu ltu ra l w ork. 
Slated to go in to  effect Nov. 1, the agreement is 
reported to contain a clause p e rm itting  the low - 
paid M exican w orkers to do ranch hand w ork.
P reviously they were lim ite d  to crop w ork.

• • ••
YO U  CAN S T ILL  GET A W A Y  FROM  IT

A L L  —  Has the Am erican Way o f L ife  given you 
ulcers? Cure them  by going to  the South Pole, 
g h a t’s w ha t D r. Tom H atherton  o f Canada rec­
ommends. A fte r  tw o  years in  Antarctica , he said: 
“ I t ’s a rest from  the vicissitudes o f c iv iliza tion . 
You don’t  have to  w o rry  about seeing your 
bank manager, m aking tim e fo r a ha ircut, try in g  
to arrange insurance payments o r m aking 
numerous decisions —  lik e  w h ich  bar to  d rin k  
in .”
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A m ong  the Best

Negro pickets carry banners as striking Steelworkers march to their stations at the main 
gate of the big U.S. Steel Corp. works at Gary, Indiana. Negro unionists are often in the fore­
front of labor struggles where it takes energy, self-sacriiice and willingness to fight m ilitantly  
in the cause of unionism. But too many unions still fail to grant them equality in membership 
rights, still less recognition and support in working out the special problems they face. (See 
story page 1.)

. . .  Negro Unionists Tell Meany
(Continued from  Page 1)

qu ite  unprecedentedly on m a t­
ters w h ich  came before th e ir 
convention. This firs t came d u r­
ing  the debate on the dues in ­
crease, in  w h ich  N adine Brow n, 
a leading wom an trade un ionist 
from  D etro it, questioned the  ad­
m in is tra tion ’s po licy  on c iv il 
rights.

I t  continued in  the nom ina­
tion  and election o f officers in ' 
w h ich  tw o  Negroes w ere nom i­
nated fo r  the executive board. 
(They were nom inated to raise 
the issue o f Negro representation 
on tha t top body, and to  em­
phasize the Reuther slate’s fa i l­
ure to  include a Negro nominee.)

Finally, in the closing hours 
of the convention, the bitter feel­
ing culminated in a protest 
walkout by Negro delegates be­
cause of the run-around given 
them on the civil-rights resolu­
tion.

Robert B a ttle  3rd o f Ford L o ­
cal 600 led the w a lkou t o f 45 
Negro delegates ju s t before the 
conclusion o f the convention. In  
an a rtic le  in  his local’s paper, 
Ford Facts (Oct. 24), he explains 
w hy  th is  dram atic protest action 
was taken. ,

When Resolution 15 on c iv il 
righ ts should in  norm al sequence 
have been reported ou t fo r  de­
bate and voted on Saturday (the 
second day o f the  convention), 
i t  was skipped over. W hen in ­
quiries were made o f the chair,

“ the answer was read ily  g iven 
tha t i t  w ould  be tom orrow , 
w h ich  was Sunday; bu t Sunday 
c jm e  and w en t w ith o u t Resolu­
tion  No. 15 com ing to  the floor. 
The same th in g  happened on 
Monday and Tuesday . .

B a ttle  relates how  he got a 
promise frpm  Jack Conway, 
Reuther’s assistant, th a t i t  w ou ld  
come up on Wednesday, then 
from  Reuther h im se lf th a t i t  
w ould  come up on Thursday. On 
Friday, last day o f the  conven­
tion, a ll o ther business was g iv ­
en precedence over the resolu­
tion  and attendance had d w in ­
dled to less than 500 o f the fq l l  
2,500 delegates.

“ A t th is  tim e,”  B a ttle  w rites, 
“ the Negro delegates num bering 
about 45 fe lt  th is  was a de lib ­
erate attem pt to keep C iv il 
R ights Resolution No. 15 off the 
floor and a slap at every Negro 
in  the U AW . We therefore fe lt 
tha t the on ly  th in g  to  do was 
to w a lk  out in  protest o f the 
treatm ent we had received d u r­
ing th is convention. Some o f the 
th ings we wanted to discuss on 
c iv il righ ts included the fact 
th a t the A FL-C IO , o f w h ich  we 
are members, had affilia ted  
unions w ith  co lor bars and did 
no t adm it Negroes to m em ber­
ship.”

Negro Labor Council

E arly  th is  summer, A . P h ilip  
Randolph, in  a speech to  the

convention o f the N ational Asso­
c ia tion fo r  the Advancem ent o f 
Colored People, called fo r  fo r ­
m ation o f a nationa l Negro L a ­
bor Council w ith in  the A m e ri­
can trade-un ion m o v e m e n t .  
There appears to  be widespread 
sentim ent among Negro un ion­
ists fo r some such organized 
means o f s trugg ling  fo r  fu l l  
righ ts on a ll levels w ith in  the ir 
unions.

The Trade U nion Leadership 
Council —  an organization o f 
Negro unionists in  the  D e tro it 
area —  to w hich merit o f the Ne­
gro delegates at the U A W  con­
vention  belonged, affords an ex­
ce llent example in  m in ia tu re  o f 
w ha t a national Negro Labor 
Council, such as Randolph p ro ­
poses, could do on a coast-to- 
coast scale to advance the fig h t 
against the  vestiges o f J im  Crow  
in  the labor movement, thus ad­
vancing not o n ly  the  cause o f 
the Negro workers, b u t o f a ll 
workers.

M A N  BITES DOG
John J. Cassese, a N ew  Y ork  

police o ffic ia l, says there were 
26 cases in  a recent 60-day per­
iod w hen patro lm en w ere in ­
ju red  w h ile  m aking  juven ile  a r­
rests. According to studies by 
the Legal A id  Society, hundreds 
o f people arrested each year 
bear marks o f physical m is trea t­
m ent at the hands o f police.

...Lesson for Steelworkers
( Continued from  Page 1)

rem arks BW, “ were a product 
o f thorough, care fu l research 
and p lanning. B u t when con­
tract changes on w o rk  rules be­
came a m a jo r issue in  steel ne­
gotiations, the in d u s try ’s pub­
lic  re lations m achinery was 
th row n  out o f k ilte r .”

The corporation pub lic-re la - 
tions sharpshooters are now 
fra n tic a lly  at w o rk  try in g  to 
rec tify  the error. A  le tte r -w r it­
in g , campaign has been started, 
company by company, aimed at 
softening up the Steelworkers. 
“ M eanw hile,”  says BW , “ the 
indus try  is w o rk in g  on a new 
pub lic  re lations campaign to be 
launched w h ile  a T a ft-H a rtle y  
in junc tion  is in  effect. I t  w ould  
have tw o phases:

“ Im portan tly , i t  w ould be d i­
rected loca lly  at w orkers and 
townspeople in  p lan t cities, and 
w ould stress th a t the indus try  
proposals w ou ld  be used on ly  
to increase p lan t efficiency— to 
make jobs be tter no t to  jeopar­
dize jobs. Behind th is  is a hope 
that, i f  persuaded of this, w o rk ­
ers m igh t vote to accept a com­
pany offer in  a T a ft-H a rtley  
election at the end of the in ju n c ­
tion  period.

“ A  second phase w ou ld  be 
slanted tow ard  the pub lic ”  and 
w ould “ stress the in dus try ’s o f­
fe r to a rb itra te— and the un ion ’s 
refusal.”

Fat Is in the Fire

Propaganda is a pow erfu l 
weapon— especially w ith  a ll the 
means of comm unication and 
money at the disposal of the 
corporations. B u t th is  tim e the 
fa t is in  the fire. I t  w i l l  take 
more than Madison Avenue 
ballyhoo to convince the steel 
w orkers th a t the assault on th e ir 
w o rk ing  rules is meant on ly fo r 
th e ir own good. For when it  be­
came clear tha t the steel barons 
were heading up a crusade to 
b ring  back open-shop conditions 
in  the indus try  the S tee lw ork­
ers girded fo r  a fig h t to  the fin ­

ish. I f  th e ir union is to be 
smashed i t  w il l  have to be done 
by force— not by  guile.

B y pushing the w o rk -ru le  is­
sue to the fore  the corporations 
handed the floundering steel- 
union leadership an issue w hich 
transform ed the whole character 
of the struggle. Business Week 
quotes the rem ark made in  
W ashington recently by a steel- 
union o ffic ia l: “ As long as the 
industry  stuck to its in fla tion  
and fore ign com petition ads, we 
were losing ground. We were 
happy as he ll when they slipped 
up.”  W ith  this, says BW, “ the 
union seized the in itia tive . The 
industry  never got i t  back.”

W ith the steel corporations 
preparing well in advance for a 
showdown fight, s i e e 1-u n i o n 
president David J. McDonald 
went into negotiations with a 
heart full of love and brimming 
over with the spirit of "mu­
tual trusteeship."

McDonald Unaware?

“ The un ion,”  rem arks the Nov. 
2 issue of U.S. News and W orld  
Report, “ appeared to have been 
unprepared fo r the strong stand 
taken by indus try  on w ork  
rules.”  N ot on ly  was the union 
leadership caught w ith  its  “ m u t­
ual trusteeship”  down bu t the 
ranks w ^re  to ta lly  unprepared 
fo r  battle.

I t  is hard to believe tha t M c­
Donald was unaware o f w ha t 
was going on around h im . In  the 
past several years there had 
been m ounting  evidence o f a 
toughening a ttitude  on the part 
of the employers. I t  was common 
knowledge tha t they were con­
sp iring  to jo in  forces against the 
unions. Preparations fo r  a show­
down in  steel Were openly d is­
cussed in  the press. Yet, the 
union membership was lu lle d  by 
fanc ifu l tales o f m utua l under­
standing and labor-managem ent 
cooperation in  steel. Worse, i t  
appears th a t M cD onald fe ll v ic ­
tim  to his ow n illusions.

No attem pt was made to  ac­
qua in t the un ion membership' 
w ith  the real state o f affairs. N or 
was there any e ffo rt to  ra lly  the 
ranks around demands ca lcu la t­
ed to e lic it a m axim um  measure 
o f support fo r  a struggle. The 
members were kep t in  the da rk  
about the exact nature o f the 
un ion demands w h ich  were kep t 
purposefu lly  vague to  leave the 
McDonald leadership free fo r  a 
deal w ith  the employers.

B u t th is  tim e  there was no 
deal. There was no t even a face- 
saving fo rm u la  w h ich  M cDonald 
could palm  o ff as another v ic ­
tory. C onfronted w ith  the  fac t 
tha t the corporations were press­
ing  fo r a showdown, M cDonald 
beat a hasty re trea t and has been 
re trea ting  ever since. The un ion 
demands w ere shaved dow n to 
the bone. W hen i t  became p la in  
tha t the T a ft-H a rtle y  in junc tion  
was to be used as a s trikeb reak­
ing weapon against the steel 
w orkers McDonald announced in  
advance th a t the un ion w ou ld  
“ obey”  the law.

A l l  branches o f governm ent — 
executive, leg is la tive  and ju d ic ­
ia l —  demonstrated th e ir class 
character by in te rven ing  to bols­
te r the un ion-busting  stand of 
the employers. And, w hen a ll 
th is fa iled  to  shake the resist­
ance o f the steel w orkers to the 
re tu rn  o f open-shop conditions 
in the industry , a great hue and 
c ry  arose fo r  more res tric tive  
legislation, more pun itive  meas­
ures, more “ effective”  a n ti- la ­
bor laws.

I f  the experience o f the steel 
s tr ike  has taught anyth ing  i t  is 
th a t the labor m ovem ent can 
surv ive  on ly  by basing its e lf on 
the re a lity  o f the class struggle. 
The alleged id e n tity  o f in te rest 
between capita l and labor codi­
fied in  the concept o f “ m utua l 
trusteeship”  has been once again 
proven a delusion. The steel 
w orkers are paying a heavy 
price to  lea rn  th is  lesson.

Telegraphers 
Tap Militant Key 
For Steel Strike

By V. R. Dunne
M INNEAPOLIS, Oct. 23—The Commercial Telegraph­

ers union (CTU) convention, meeting here this week, voted 
unanimously today to back the Steelworkers’ strike by 
donating an hour’s pay from  a ll* -
members each month. The CTU 
pledged th is  even i f  a federal 
court orders the steel w orkers 
back to w o rk  fo r 80 days.

E. L . Hageman, W estern 
U nion d iv is ion  president, w a rn ­
ed the convention tha t v ic to ry  
by the employers in steel and 
railroads w ou ld  make the C TU ’s 
bargaining task more d ifficu lt. 
“ We’re going to have p len ty  of 
troub le ,”  he predicted.

(The un ion ’s largest a ffilia te  
opens contract negotiations w ith  
the Western U nion Telegraph 
Co. next spring.)

W illia m  A . A llen , president of 
the union, said, “ We expect 
every member to dig in  and 
help.”  He also urged the dele­
gates to re tu rn  to th e ir locals 
and campaign fo r the hou r’s pay 
contributions.

Several delegates said that 
the steel strike is "the tiring 
line for every union in the 
country." They urged continued 
contributions during the 80-day 
injunction period as necessary 
to "build a big reserve" so that 
the 500,000 steel workers could 
strike again.

There was genuine enthusi­
asm among these delegates, rep ­
resenting 32,000 members in  the 
U.S. and Canada, over the 
adoption o f these decisions. One 
delegate condemned “Pres. Eisen­
how er’s invocation o f thé T a ft- 
H a rtley  la w  and charged tha t 
“ he bailed out the steel indus­
try —he acted as a s trikeb reak­
er.”

One delegate denounced as 
“ a phoney, Madison Avenue 
approach”  the c la im  o f the  steel 
bai'ons th a t a wage increase 
w ould  resu lt in  in fla tio n  Jlfi 
cited figures to prove tha t steel

Postpone Trial 
Of Pete Seeger

NEW  YO R K, Oct. 27— A  fed-* 
eral court sitting in Foley 
Square yesterday granted a one- 
week postponement of tria l to 
Peter Seeger, well-known folk 
singer cited for contempt of 
Congress when he invoked the 
First Amendment in a 1955 ap­
pearance before the House Un- 
American Activities Committee.

The postponement was g ran t­
ed to Seeger so th a t his attorney, 
Paul Ross, can serve a subpoena 
on Rep. Francis W alter, cha ir­
man of the w itch -hun ting  House 
committee, to appear at the 
tr ia l.

Seeger is one o f ten people 
s t i l l  facing tr ia l on contem pt 
citations fo r  th e ir u tiliza tio n  of 
the F irs t Am endm ent. The new 
round o f tr ia ls  began a fte r the 
Supreme C ourt’s recent decision 
uphold ing the contem pt convic­
tions o f L lo yd  B arenb la tt and 
D r. W illa rd  Uphaus. B arenb la tt 
■faces s ix  months in  ja il  and Dr. 
Uphaus a life  te rm  under an in ­
defin ite sentence.

B arenb la tt and Uphaus w il l  
speak at a pub lic  ra lly  here in 
defense o f use o f the F irs t 
Am endm ent along w ith  others 
among 30 people facing prison 
on s im ila r charges. The meeting 
w il l  also hear I. F. Stone and 
other prom inent guest speakers. 
I t  w i l l  be held Thursday, Nov. 
5, 8 p.m., at New Y o rk  Center, 
227 West 46th St. under auspices 
df the Com m ittee o f F irs t 
Am endm ent Defendants. Pete 
Seeger w il l  sing at the ra lly .

w orkers ’ wages were not as high 
as claimed.

Here is an insp iring  action by 
a com para tive ly  sm all b u t im ­
portan t section o f the vast o r­
ganized w o r k e r s  movement. 
There can be no doubt tha t th is  
dem onstration w il l  insp ire  other 
unions to match and even top 
th is commendable action.

B ravo! and h u rrah ! to the 
men and women of the CTU.

Don't miss a week. Send in  
your subscription to the M ilitant.

Calendar 
Of Events

NEW A RK
Farrell Dobbs, N ationa l Sec­

re ta ry  Socialist W orkers P arty , 
discusses, “ Labor’s Role in  the 
1960 Elections.”  Friday, Nov. 6, 
8:30 p.m., W orkm en’s Education­
al Center, 179 Clinton Ave. Con- 
tr ib . 50 cents. Ausp. SWP.

•
NEW  YORK

Eisenstein’s classic film , "B A T­
TLE S H IP  PO TE M K IN ." Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 6, 
7 and 8 at 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
Matinees, Saturday and Sunday, 
2 p.m. C ontrib . $1. Showing a t 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place. Auspices: 
Young Socialist A lliance.

•
LOS ANGELES

Celebrate the forty-second an­
n iversary of the Russian Revo­
lu tio n  w ith  the M ili ta n t Labo r 
Forum . "Socialism Challenges 
Capitalist World Rule." H ear: 
M ilto n  A lv in , N a tiona l Com­
m ittee Member, Socia list W o rk ­
ers P arty . Sat., Nov. 7, 8:15 
p.m. Forum  H a ll, 1702 E. 
F ourth  St. C on tribu tion  75 
cents.

•
School o f In te rna tiona l So­

cia lism  presents its  fa l l  lecture
series:

"The Bureaucratization of the 
Trade-Union S t r u c t u r e  and 
Worker Acquiescence." Sun., 
Nov. 8, 11 a.m.

"Resolving the Contradictions 
Between Bureaucracy and De­
mocracy." Sun., Nov. 15, 11 
a.m.

Lecturer: Arne Swabeck, N a­
tiona l Com m ittee Mem ber, So­
c ia lis t W orkers Party .

Forum H all, 1702 E. 4th St„ 
ANgelus 9-4953.

F u rth e r lectures to be an­
nounced.

Subscribe!
To keep up w ith the real 

meaning of big events at 
home and abroad, you need 
the M ilitant. T ry  it  for six 
months. Send your name and 
address and $1.

The M ilitant 
116 University PI.
New York 3. N .Y .

Enclosed is $1 for a six- 
months tria l subscription.

N a m e .

Zone

B OSTO N
Boston Labor Foram , 295 H un tin g ­

ton Ave., Room 200. /
C H ICA G O  

Socialist W orkers  P a rty , 777 W . 
Adams, D E  2-9?36.

C L E V E L A N D  
Socialist W orkers P a rty  10609 Su­

perior Ave., Room 301, S W  1-1818. 
Open Wednesday nights 7 to 9.

The M ilita n t, P .O . Box 1904, U n i­
vers ity  Center Station , Cleveland 6, 
Ohio. ,

D E T R O IT  1 
Eugene V . Debs H a ll, 3737 W ood­

w ard. TEm pIe 1-6135.
LOS A NG ELES  

Fo rum  H a ll and  M odern  Book Shop. 
1702 E. 4 th  S t. A N  9-4953 o r W E  5- 
9238.

M IL W A U K E E  
150 East' Juneau Ave;

M IN N E A P O L IS  
Socialist W orkers  P a rty , 322 H en-

nepin A ve., 2nd f lo o r. Open noon to  
6 P .M . da ily  except Sundays.

N E W A R K  
N ew ark Laboi* Forum , Box 361, 

N ew ark, N .J .
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M ilita n t Labor Forum , 116 U n iver­
s ity  Place, A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P.O . Box 341, Berkeley 1, C alif.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M y ita n t Labor Forum  and Socialist 

W orkers P a rty , 1303 W . G irard  A ve. 
Lectures and discussions every S atur­
day, 8  P .M ., followed by open bouso. 
C a ll PO 3-5620.

SA N  FR A NC ISC O  
The M ilita n t, 1145 Polk St., R m . 4 . 

Sat. 11 A .M . to 3 P .M . Phone PR  6 -  
7296; i f  no answer, V A  4 -2321.

S E A T T L E  
1412—  18th Avenue, E A  2 -5554 . L i­

b rary , bookstore.
ST. L O U IS  

Fo r in form ation  phone M O  4 -7194 .


