U.S. to Build Missile Base in Turkey

Rockets with Nuclear
Warheads to Be Aimed
At Major Soviet Cities

By Daniel Roberts
The Eisenhower Administration has promised to give
earnest study to the Soviet disarmament proposal, and
it can be counted on to do so without fail. Meantime it

goes right ahead preparing for®

war.

Thus negotiations have just
been completed with Turkey for
the construction of a U.S. in-
termediate-range ballistic mis-
sile base to be equipped with
nuclear warheads,

According to a report by
Jack Raymon:d from Washing-
ton in the Oct. 11 New York
Times, rockets with a range of
1,500 miles will threaten all
European parts of the Soviet
Union and Soviet Central Asia,

Negotiations for the Turkish
base were carried out at Head-
quarters of Gen. Lauris Nor-
stad, Supreme Allied Com-
mander of Allied Troops in
Euwrope. (Raymond does not say
whether they were in progress
simultannously with the Eisen-
hower-Khrushchev talks at
Camp David) The agreement
provides that the decision to fire
the warheads will depend on or-
ders of the President of the
U.S. and will be routed through
the Supreme Allied Command-
er.

Greece Next

The Saoviet government has
proposed that an early step in
disarming should be U.S. dis-
mantling of its 950 bases abroad
that ring the Soviet-zone ¢oun-
tries. Raymond reveals thal far
from moving in this divection,
the U.S. government is nego-
tiating vet another nuclear-
missile base with Greece.

A joint .S.-British missile
base has already heen com-
pleted in England, though the
British are constructing pads
for 60 more Thor (U.S. Air
Force) missiles on the East An-
glia coast. In addition, a Jupiter

(U.S. Army) missile base 18
well under construction in
Italy.

U.S. officials in this country
recognize that the Trukish nu-
clear-base agreement ‘“will
probably create a new stir in
‘world-wide’' discussion of dis-

armament,” says Raymond.
Authorities are divided onr how
to handle the announcement of
the agreement,

“Some believe it would be
good to make the announce-
ment in a matter-of-fact way,
(o show the Russians that the
West feels the need of defense
and will not be slowed by So-
viet feints in the direction of
disarmament.

“Others believe that special
public relations precautions are
necessary in muking the an-
nouncement to avoid disturb-
ing disarmament negotiations
in the United Nations and be-
tween Piesident Eisenhower
and Premier Khrushchev.”

As can be seen, all officials
believe that the government
should continue preparing for
war without slacking the pace.
But one group is concerned
with taking “precautions” that
the Administration’s current
diplomacy — which seeks a
“thaw’ in the cold war—not be
jarred too rudely by the con-
tinued arms buildup.

Furthermore, says Raymond,
“Secretary McElroy has an-
nounced that the United States
will end production of the mys-
siles for military purposes when
five squadrons of Thors and
three squadrons of Jupiters
have been produced. There are
fifteen missile pads in a squad-
son.” Clearly the Pentagon’s
schedule is not to be disrupted
in the least by the diplomatic
mMoves.

ICBM Bases in U.S.

Not only is the U.S. govern-
ment going ahead with its en-
civelement of the Soviet Union,
but it is aiming inlercontinental
ballistic missiles at the Soviel
heartland from the United
States. At a cost of half a bil-
lion dollars the Air Force is
building two ICBM bases cov-

(Continged- on Page 2)

Your

Is Needed!

An Editorial

Help

At a convention a few months ago, delegates of the
Socialist Workers Party decided to undertake a campaign
to raise $16,000 as a socialist publications fund. The dele-
gates began preliminary work at the convention itseli

but gave themselves until

deadline. In our next issue,

December 15 to meet the
we will report the first re-

sults from the various areas and thereafter give a weekly

account of the campaign.

We support this effort of the Socialist Workers Party
as an important undertaking. We urge our readers tc
help in every way possible to make it a success.

In the American radical movement,

the Socialis!

Workers Party is the main organized force pressing for
nomination of socialist candidates in the 1960 presidentia’
election. Toward this objective, its energetic and self:
sacrificing Michigan members and friends are mopping
up right now on the tough job of collecting enough sig-
natures to put the socialist movement on the ballot in
that state. In other areas work is in the planning stage

The main aim of this activity is to spread the social-
ist message as widely as possible; to bring it to new sec-
tions of the working class who feel they've had enough
of the two parties of big business.

Socialists always serve as educators, bringing Marxis!

ideas into circles that might not otherwise even hear o!
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them. This work that goes on year in and year out becomes
especially important as general interest in politics rises
during electoral contests. It becomes a first-rate problem
to keep up the supply of literature, for the socialist forces
arc few and printing costs are high.

Thus it falls on the most sympathetic people to dig
deep for what is essential to keep going — money.

We know that for many socialists right now money
is not exactly plentiful. In quite a few cases they are in-
volved in strike struggles that have knocked out the
family budget. But we also know that it is precisely these
socialists who understand best how important to success

in the class struggle the dissemination of socialist ideas

is. It will not surprise us at all to see such comrades Jead-
ing the list in many places in giving to the cause to
which they have dedicated their lives,

To people who feel it a duty to contribute to worthy
causes. but who also think the money should be dis-
tributed in various directions, we urge reconsideration
of the relative need and importance of the movements
appealing for aid, Socialism represents the society of the
future, a societyof enduring peace, well-being, brother-
hood and happiness. Every dollar you contribute to the
socialist movement today speeds the arrival of that future.

We urge every reader of the Militant to reach right
now for that pocketbook, purse or handbag. Help it to
unfold and relax. Reach in and take something out to
send as a contribution. Mail it to us and we'll see that it
gets added up in the scoreboard.

Do it now.
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ovt. Swings T-H Club

But Strikers Stand Firm

No T-H! Says
Steelworker
Motorcade

LOS ANGELES, Oct. 7 — To-
day in the white desert sand and
under the warm Mojave sun, 250
steel workers, including top
officers from four local unions,
moved down the road that led
‘o President Eisenhower’s La
Quinta vacation headquarters.
Most of them had driven 140
miles from Los Angeles, while
others had joined the motorcade
at Fontana which' was on the
route traveled.

The steel workers had wired
Eisenhower that they were com-
ing to talk to him. A few yards
down the road they were stop-
ped by the president's sccurity
guards and California State po-
lice. One hundred yards further
1 limousine with White House
Press Secretary Hagerty pulled
to a stop. There he waited with
more security guards.

The steel workers were order-
ly and disciplined and they wait-
ed at the initial roadblock while
Manuel Sierras, president of Lo-
cal 2058, Consolidated Western
Steel, Maywood, went the re-
maining distance to meet with
Hagerty.

Sierras asked that the top of-
ficers of his own and the other
locals in the motorcade be al-
lowed to participate in the dis-
cussion. His request was denied,
Yyt it was agreed that one other
representative should be allowed
to join the talks. Alex McJan-
nett, Local 1414 president from
the Columbia-Geneva Torrance
plant, was then escorted to the
meeting place with Hagerty.

Hagerty read the statement
which Sierras had given him.
‘What do you mean,” he asked,
‘by characterizing the Taft-
Hartley Law as ‘class legislation'
and a ‘slave-labor’ law?”

Sierras answered, “That's the
way I and a great many other
workers feel towards Taft-Hart-
ley.”

At this point the steel workers
began to chant, "We want Ike.
We want Tke.” They felt that if
they could come 140 miles that
ihe President could travel the
semaining 200 yards to hear
their side of the story.

Hagerty got angry. “Do you
think that’s going to get the
oresident to meet with you? I've
already told you he can’'t make

(Continued on vage 4)

Besides, His Host Likes

Taft-Hartley
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At La Quinta, Calif., striking Steelworkers from three southern California locals hold pla-
cards as they cluster in front of road leading to George E. Allen’s home where Eisenhower was
on vacation. The strikers did not want the president to invoke the Taft-Hartley Act in the steel
strike. Eisenhower was too busy golfing to see the demonstrators. Besides, it might displease
his host, a director of Republic Steel, one of the giant corporations out to cut down the union,
if he listened to the appeals of the strikers.

Delegates Debate Key Issues
Facing United Auto Workers

By Tom Kerry

ATLANTIC CITY, Oct. 15—
According o Secretary-Tieas-
urer Emil Mazey, the “most im-
portant single thing"” beflore the
17th Constitutional Convention
of the AFL-CIO United Auto-
mobile Workers, was consideva-
tion of a dues increase. And in
a sense it was. For it provided
the axis for the only ovganized
opposition to the Reuther ma-
chine at the convention.

Once the dues question was
disposed of the convention be-
came a cut-and-dried afTair.
The top officials were re-¢lect-
ed without opposition. The
usual well-prepared “spontane-
ous’’ demonstration provided an
outlet for the boisterous spirits
of the delegates.

The three most controversial
issues at the convention were:
(1) the dues question; (2) poli-
tical action; and (3) Negro
representation on the Interna-
tional Executive Board.

High Court

Turns Down

Barenblatt and Uphaus

It is now virtually certain that Lloyd Barenblait and
Willard Uphaus will have to go to prison for having in-
voked their rights under the First Amendment. On Oct.

12, the Supreme Court refusedé

.0 reconsider its June 8 decisions
Japholding contempt convictions
against the two.

Lloyd Barenblatt, who must
begin serving a six-month prison
term in November and pay a
$250 fine for refusing ’lo answer
questions about his political be-
tiefs before the House Un-Amer-
ican Aclivities Commitlee,
stated:

"As il now stands, ours i1s the
only democracy with openly
legalized government bodies
which extract information under
duress from people as to their
beliefs and political associations,
requiring them also to inform
on others . . . I am hopeful that
our democratic system will lead
lo a restoration of the First
Amendment as it applies to the
powers of legislative investiga-
tion committees.”

Dr., Uphaus, who faces impris-
onment until he turns over
membership lists of the World
Fellowship Center, a pacifist
group, to:the New Hampshire

lowing statement through his at-
torney, Royal France:

. Those whose names I
was asked to give came to the
World Fellowship Center in
Conway, New Hampshire simply
to enjoy a vacation and to work
for peace.

“In refusing to give names of
inocent persons to our oflicial
inquisition, I take my stand not
only on my own conscience but
on the age-old teaching of the
Bible and throughout the ages
that it is wrong to bear false
wilness . . .

“If the Attorney General of
New Hampshire and the courts
refuse to disown their action
against me, I shall have to take
the conscquenees. In my case,
this may mean a life sentence
[Dr. Uphaus is 68 years old.]

“It is hard to believe the peo-
ple of the state will permit this
destruction of their precious Bill
of Rights which so emphatically
upholds the rights of conscience

Attorney General, issued the fol- ' and the freedom of association.”

The debate on the dues in-
crease look two sessions. The
opposition encompassed various
points of view and was further
cdivided over the method of ap-
preach. Reuther took advantage
of these divisions to split the
opposition before the decisive
vole came.

The core of the opposition
opposed the increase on two
grounds: (1) That the member-
ship had not been given ade-
quate notice and was thus de-
prived of t{he opportunity to
discuss and decide the issue.
From this grouping came the
most insistent demand that the
proposed increase be submitted
to a referendum vole of the
membership. This would have
required a revision of the con-
stitution which now provides
that such decision be made by
delegates assembled in regular
or special convention.

A second grouping opposed
the increase on the grounds of
a no-confidence vote in the
union leadership. Bolh group-
ings were critical of the lead-
ership but while one devoted
its argument to the procedural
question the other concentrated
on altacking the record, policy
and program of the Reuther
leadership.

Those making the strongest
argument against the proposed
dues increase were the dele-
gates who centered their attack
on the failure of the leadership
to seriously combat the decline
of working conditions on the
job, speedup and victimization
of union militants.

One delegale, representing a
Chrysler local, tald how condi-
tions had deteriorated in his
plant. The company, he com-
plained, was continuing to take
biles out of the working con-

ditions. These, he added, used
to be the best but now are |
among the worst., 1 things

keep on like this, he concluded,
working conditions will  be
back where they were in pre-
union days.
Vicepresident Leonard
Woodcock, in the chair, com-
mented: If things are as bad as
yvou say, ask for strike authori-
zation and you'll get 1it. Where-
upon a delegate from Local
1251. in Connecticut, reported
his experience in trying to get
strike  authorization over a
speedup grievance, The mem-
bers of his local weve forced to

the International. The delegate
quoted from the 1957 conven-
tion proceedings in which Reu-
ther asserts that there had
never been one case in which
authorization was not granted.
Now, he concluded, there is at
least one!

When Reuther countered with
the fact that the Board had re-
cently granted strike authoriza-
tion to Twinesburg Local 122,
a delegale from that local, Bob
Weissman, spoke in rebuttal.
The International Reps, he said,
who were presumably sent in
to help us spent their time in-
timidating the membership into
going back to woik. The result,

(Continued on Page 4)

Steelworkers Bitter
Over White House Aid
To Union-Hating Bosses

By Alex Harte

On Oct. 9 President

Eisenhower set Taft-Hartley

machinery in motion against the 500,000 steel strikers.
But the angry reaction of the sieel workers to this gov-

ernment strikebreaking move
has given pause to the adminis-
tration. It is hesitating about fol-
lowing through with an 80-day
injunction against the strikers.

In the recent Longshoremen's
strike the "“fact-finding” board
appointed by Eisenhower on Oct.
6 had completed its “study" of
the sirike by the next morning
and an anti-strike injunction was
issued later that day. But the
steel “fact-finding” board set up
on Oct. 9 was given until Oct. 16
to report and then the deadline
was extended to Oct. 19. More-
over these ‘fact-finders”
though forbidden by the T-H law
to make recommendations for a
settlement — are openly doing
more mediating than fact-find-
ing. Only after they report can
the President seek an injunction.

Till now the administration |

and the steel companies have
worked in perfect harmony
against the union. Eisenhower
warned against any “inflation-
ary” wage increase during ne-
gotiations and the early part of
the strike but otherwise kept
hands off. This was what the
steel barons wished because
they had prepared iremendous
stockpiles of steel for a long
strike to “bleed” the union.

Only after 13 weeks, when
the stockpiles began to get low,
did Eisenhower get ‘“sick and
tired” of the situation and an-
nounce his mtention of invoking
the Taft-Hartley Law. The T-H
injunction had been held in re-
serve as the “crusher" which
would replenish the stockpiles
and demoralize the workers to
the point where they would vote
in a T-H election to accept any
terms offered by the steel
barons.

But the reaction of the steel

East, Gulf Coast
Longshoremen Bow
To 80-Day Order

Striking East and Gulf
Coast longshoremen bowed
to a Taft-Hartley injunction
and ended their eight-day-
old strike Oct. 9. Eisenhow-
er's use of the strikebreak-
ing law is veported to be the
lastest on record.

The union is demanding a
50 - cents - an - hour package
agreement, Base pay is now
$2.80 an hour. They also
want a signed agreement
that no automation be in-
stalled without the consent
of. the-union.

If the union’s demands are
not met, the longshoremen
stand ready to resume strike
action on Dec. 27 when the
80-day *‘cooling off" period
ends.

workers to the imminent injunc-
tion was so bitter and so solid
that resumption of the strike
afterwards was a foregone con-
clusion., Moreover, there are
strong rumors of a slowdown in
the steel mills during the 80 days
of forced labor,

The steel tycoons might well
wish to prolong the strike as
their best hope of crippling the
union. On the other hand the ad-
ministration cannot help but be
alarmed over the magnitude of
the class battie that would en-
sue as an election year rolls
around. Thus the firmness of the
steel workers' ranks can force
a favorable settlement.

By V. R. Dunne

MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 4
“AFL-CIO Bitter at Labor Bill
|Vote by Minnesota Senators.”
That was the headline — an
accurate one — in the Minne-
apolis Sunday Tribune today,
reporting a conference at Du-
luth attended by 700 delegates,
representing 170.000 workers in
the state.

The story, by Sam Romer,
well-known  Minnesota labor
reporter, offers plenty of evi-

dence that the smoldering “peal
bog” fire in labor’s ranks has
burned to a glowing cherry
red. Thi¢ nol inconsiderable
heat means an angry public
repudiation of the former trade-
union darlings senators Hum-
phrey and McCarthy.

Romer puls it this way: “A
strong  bitter undercurrent of
resentment against both "Min-
nesota  Democratic-Farmer-La-
bor scnators because of their
votes for the new labor-contiol
bill has pervaded the Minne-
sota labor movement.”

Romer notes that “Hubert H.
Humphrey and Eugene J. Me-
Carthy, have been laboy (fav-
orites  throughout their politi-
cal careers.

“But an attitude widespread
in all ranks of state labor lead-
ership was typified by a dele-
gate to the AFL-CIO union

go on strike without authoriza-
tion and gol no assistance from

development conference here
when he said: ‘I don‘t want to
hear any explanations of why

Minn. Labor Voices
Over Humphrey and

they voted for the law — be-
cause I'm not going to apolo-
gize for them.'”

At a session on political ac-
tion during the conference a
panel speaker was explaining
that by and large laba has
more confidence in the Demo-
cratic leadership than in the
GOP. “How about 95 to 2?”
came an interruption from the
flooy. (The reference was 1o
the final vote in the Senate on
the Landrum-Griffin anti-labor
bill.)

Featured Speaker

The featured speaker. at the
Duluth conference was Joseph
Karth, Democratic-Farmer-La-
bor Party congressman from
the Fourth Minnesota District
(St. Paul)..He had been op-
posed by the state tops in the
DFL, but was the choice of
the labor movement. He de-
feated the candidate selected
by the machine and voted
against the Landrum-Griffin
bill.

As reproof for their voles
favoring the anti-labor measure
neither Humphrey nor McCar-
thy were inviled to speak at
the labor gathering.

Karth, formerly an agtive
labor organizer for years and

credited in labor circles with
a big role in organizing the
huge Minnesota Mining and

Manufacturing Co. plant in St
Paul, was inlroduced by Stale
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Bitterness
McCarthy

AFL-CIO President Robert A.
Olson with these words: “He
isn't a politician we picked up
by the wayside.”

Karth was given prolonged
ovation. He condemned the
Landrum-Griffin law as estab-
lishing a “double standard of
morality” between the unions
and the corporations.

The law was especially aimed
at killing union organizing ef-
forts in the South, thereby giv-
g southern industry a “fan-
tastic advantage” in competi-
tion with northern companies.

“This is an open-door invita-
tion for indusiry in the north
to move south for cheap labor,
cheap unemployment insurance
rates, cheap workmen's com-
pensation payments, cheap con-
struction codes.and the right
to practice cheap discriminatory
employment.”

Karth's speech reflected a
widespread hope in the Minne-
sota labor movement, particu-
larly obseryvable among the
‘ank and'file in the shops, for
stiffening  the political fight
against the labor haters and
their representatives in govern-
ment.

Thousands of workers in
Minnesota are saying in vari-
ous ways: “Let’s get going in
a fight to stop this assault on
our unions!”

No doubt other areas in the
country could report similar
sentiments.
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CEYLON — On Sept. 25. at
9:50 a.m., four bullets from a
45-caliber revolver struck down
Prime Minister Bandaranaike
at his residence in Colombo, The
assailant was a Buddhist monk,
a known Sinhalese, anti-Tamil
racialist and a militant religion-
ist. While there might have been
a personal motive for the killing,
it is now clear that the prime
minister was struck down by a
political assassin.

To -ascertain the political
forces that possibly stand behind
this assassination, it is necessary
to review some facts about
Bdnddraraike's Maha Jana Ek-
sath Peramuna (People’s United
Front) government, which came
into being in April 1956.

The Maha Jana Eksath Pera-
muna, or MEP, was a middle-
class coalition with a reform pro-
gram. The coalition received a
socialist coloration through two

ex-Marxists in the cabinet 1

namely, Philip Gunawardene
and William Silva. Another
group in the alliance called it-
gelf a Sinhalese Language Front
and was led by Wijayananda
Dahanayake, the man who re-
cently replaced Bandaranaike as
prime minister. The largest
group in the MEP was Bandara-
naike's Sri Lanka Freedom
Party, a party of small capital-
ists.

Racialist Bloc

From the outset a bloc of mili-
tant Buddhists and Sinhalese
racialists, recruited from all
groups in the MEP and backed
by a section of Buddhist monks,
sought to influence and control
the Bandaranaike government.

ithin two months after the
MEP government took power,
this group resorted to direct ac-
fion by staging a hunger strike
to prevent the prime minister
grom granting ‘“‘concessions’” to
the Tamils on the language
question. This "passive resis-
tance” was developed into ac-/
tive resistance when the racial-
ist-religionist group organized
anti-Tamil riots in June 1956,
after a bill was introduced in
Parliament making Sinhalese
alone the country's legal lang-
nage.

On the economic front, this
same group joined other groups
to oppose the mnationalization
proposals and the limited land-
reform program of the govern-
ment, as embodied in the Paddy
Lands Act introduced by then
Food Minister Gunawardene.
With their minds firmly set
against an economic reconstruc-
tion of the country in a pro-
gressive direction, they sought to
prevent Prime Minister Band- .
arananaike from passing any
measures that appeared as con- |
cessions to the working people.l

At the end of 1957, a series of

successfy) strikes lindicated that
the working class was ready to
press forward. Again the Sin-
halese-Buddhist racialist group
proceeded to fan the flames of
communal hatred, The language
issue was taken up once more.
Increasing unemployment and
the MEP’s lack of an economic
program prepared the ground
for a communal showdown.
_ Bandaranaike was ready for
c¢ompromise and concessions to
avert communal warfare. But
the racialists in the government
opposed any such move. Minis-
ters Dahanayake and Marikkar
took the lead inside the govern-
ment, while the bhikkus (Bud-
dhist monks) of the MEP came
out in full force in this anti-
Tamil campaign. The opportun-
ist group of Philip Gunawardene
also joined the campaign. Cap-
italist reactionary forces outside
the MEP played their part.

In May 1958, Bandaranaike
found himself amidst the big-
gest and ugliest communal riots

Who Benefited from Murder
0f Ceylon’s Prime Minister?

By Edmund Samarakkody, Member of Parliament

of recent history. Over 1,000 per-
sons lost their lives. There was
also widespread looting and
burning of property. The Public
Security Act was brought into
operation and a state of emer-
gency declared which lasted ten
months — until February 1959.
The serious rupture of com-
munal relations and the virtual
vivisection of society into Sin-
halese and Tamil-speaking areas
was a victory for the extreme
racialist group of Dahanayake,
Marikkar and the Buddhist
monks. The capitalist class also
won through the abrogation of
democratic rights for & ten-
month period and through the
subsequent passage of the Pub-
lic Security Amendment Act.
Bandaranaike sought to resist
the pressure of the extreme
communal and class-conscious

Communist Party
In Bombay Sides
Against China

A sharp division in the
Communist Party of India
over the Indian-Chinese bor-
der dispute was reported
from Bombay by Paul
Grimes in the Oct. 15 New
York Times,

The Communist Party's
Maharashtra Council issued
a statement declaring that it
“is behind the [Indian] Gov-
ernment for the defense of
the integrity of the country
and its freedom” and that it
supported “settlement of the
dispute by peaceful negotia-
tions on the basis of the
McMahon Line as the border
of the country.” The Me-
Mahon Line is the one claim-
ed by India as its northern
frontier.

Maharashtra is ohe of In-

dia’'s largest areas. Il in-
cludes Bombay.
capitalist group (Dahanayake,

Marikkar, Stanley de Zoysa, R.
G. Senanayake) by encouraging
the grouping headed by Philip
Gunawardene and William Sil-
va. From the outset of his re-
gime, Bandaranaike desired to
appear progressive and demo-
cratic. The left-coloration of his
government was given by the
socialist phrase-mongering of
the Philip Gunawardene group.

t For quite a time, Bandaranaike

leaned on the Philip group. and
it appeared as if he would do so
steadfastly to the end.

But the mounting pressure of
the working class movement led
by the
Lanka Sama Samaja Party was
a menacing situation to the cap-
italist class. In spite of the com-
munal riots and the ten-month
State of Emergency, which re-
stricted democratic and trade-
union rights, the strike move-
ment kept on rising.

The strikes since October 1957
were unprecedented in the his-
tory of Ceylon. The growing mil-
itancy of the working class was
evident. More and more groups
of workers were coming under
the influence of the Lanka Sama
Samaja Party and were getting
into action. The first mass po-
litical strike since the new gov-
ernment was set up took place
in March 1959. It was evident
that the masses were reaching
out for political power.

The capitalist class was faced
with the necessity of closing its
ranks to meet the new menace.
It sounded the alarm over the
weakness of the Bandaranaike
government in face of the work-
ing-class offensive. The voice of
the leaders of the capitalist class
found a responsive echo within
the government ranks. The ra-
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revolutionary-socialist |

cialist-reactionary group now
decided on firm action. They de-
manded the end of Bandaran-
aike's balancing tactics. They
would no longer tolerate social-
ist phrasemongering.

Cabinet Splits

Bandaranaike sought to keep
his balancing act going. But this
time it was impossible. He faced
the resignation of nine ministers
and the possibility of losing the
presidency of his own party to
Dahanayake. He yielded and
threw Philip Gunawardene and
William Silva out of the cabinet.

The Dahanayake group was
still not satisfied. At the annual
session of his party, Bandaran-
aike was forced to make a dec-
laration that he would fight
Communism.

But the 26-day Colombo Port
strike in August showed that
Bandaranaike was still unreli-
able and not easy to control
Only unremitting pressure from
the Dahanayake-Stanley de
Zoysa group prevented the
;prime minister from giving in
to the strikers. If the working
class and the masses were effec-
tively to be controlled Bandar-
anaike had to go.

The stage is now set for Ban-
daranaike’s removal. A monk
appears on the scene. He strikes
down Bandaranaike. The whole
nation mourns the death of the
prime minister. Dahanayake, the
leader of the faction that fought
to remove Bandaranaike, also
weeps — as he takes over the
prime minister’s chair.

The new political situation has
become clearer in Ceylon. The
polarization of class forces that
began with the break-up of the
MEP in May 1959 will now be
accelerated. With the death of
Bandaranaike, his party, the
small-capitalist Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party, will disappear. If
the racialist group looked to the
removal of Bandaranaike as
preparation for action against
the masses, this fact will soon
become clear to the masses
themselves.

The general economic condi-
tions in the country and the
present- financial situation of the
government push the Dahana-
yvake government Lo seek an im-
mediate head-on collision with
the working people to pave the
way for a military dictatorship
if necessary.

Mood of Masses

But the mood of the masses
after Bandarznaike's assassina-
I'tion is definitely unfavorable to
the Dahanayake government.
The unequivocal and open con-
demnation of Buddhist clerical-
ism by Buddhists themselves
has cracked the foundation of
the new government. Buddhist
monks are no longer given alms,
and they have cven been as-
saulted.

Buddhist clericalism’s loss of
power also cuts down a power-
ful section of racialists who
helped to fan the flames of com-
munalism. The fact that Ban-
daranaike’s assassin was a Sin-
halese racialist is another severe
blow to Sinhalese racialism. In
fact, the Dahanayake govern-
ment will lack firm foundations
if religion and racialism are
driven out of politics. Two seri-
ous obstacles to the growth of
the revolutionary socialist move-
ment are removed.

The present mood of the mass-
es is clearly favorable to the
LSSP, the largest working-class
party in the country, Dr. N. M,
Perera, the Parliamentary lead-
er of the LSSP and Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament, is
looked to as the only person who
can now lead the nation. The
Philip Gunawardene Group.
which sought to rely on Sinha-

| lese Buddhist support, will now

seriously weaken. The CP is al-
ready too weak — and too no-
 toriously unreliable — for the
| workers to look in their direc-
' tion.

The shift in mass conscious-
ness is taking place in favor of
the LSSP. But the forces of re-

1raction within the government

will seek to move quickly and
to consolidate the present set-up
to take the offensive against the
masses. Will the working class
and toiling people be ready, un-
der the leadership of the LSSP,
to close their ranks and take the
offensive before the class enemy
moves into action? It is clear
that a revolutionary situation is
maturing in Ceylon. If the work-
ing class, led by the LSSP, is
equal to this task the setting up
of a workers and peasants gov-
ernment is a genuine possibility.

ANYONE WANT TO BET?

The chairman of the planning
commission for the slated 1964
world's fair in New York insists
| there only be “family entertain-
"ment" and none of the burlesque
shows and bubble dancers on
which operators at the 1939 fair
.coined a fortune.

By Joseph Hansen

Soviet superiority in space
navigation, as demonstrated by
successively more complex and
powerful rockets placed in or-
bit since the first sputnik two
years ago, has led to a nation-
wide debate in America that
can be summed up briefly:
“How do we catch up?”

Is this controversy of inter-
ast to socialists? Aren't the
rapitalist spokesmen really de-
manding new, unheard of wea-
pons capable of surpassing the
implied defensive and offensive
lead of the Soviet Union in
the missile field?

The outcome of the discus-
sion, however, can influence
America’s fate and the fate of
the wo:ld, Socialists had better
make themselves heard. That
is if they arve firmly convinced
that their program corresponds
closest to the necessities of our
time and offers the only road
to final disarmament and en-
during peace.

The particular debate offers
extraordinary opportunities for
bringing to a wider audience
questions long pressed by so-
cialists, For instance, the cause
of the American lag in rockets
clearly derives from the need
for profit-making that is cen-
tral to the capitalist economy;
while the Soviet leap ahead
just s clearly derives from the
absence of this narrow limita-
tion in planned economy.

Similarly the capacity of So-
viet diplomacy to indicate that
the blame for the armaments
race lies with American im-
perialism gives fresh edge to
the struggle against the capit-
alist warmakers. The Soviet
government could sincerely
propose total disarmament be-
cause planned economy re-
quires peace for its best de-
velopment. Officials of the U.S.
government, on the other hand.
show embarrassment over the
proposal because they are well
aware that capitalist economy,
by its very nature, heads in-
evitably toward imperialist
war. "

Socialists, therefore, have
every reason to offer their own
answer to the question, “How
do we catch up?” They, of
course, add a proviso: “Catch
up in what and for what?”

Socialists are opposed to fur-
ther research and experiment
n anstruments of death. They
are against  imperialist  con-
guest and anything that would
further it. But they favor
technological progress like that
represented by the Soviet space
vehigles. What they would like
to see is America and the So-
viet Union under a joint plan
in which the two world centers
would combine their industrial
might and scientific know-how
for the benefit of all mankind.

How to Catch Up

This, however, cannot pos-
sibly be achieved until Amer-
ica transcends capitalism. Con-
sequently socialists insist that
to “catch up,” America must
take the road to a planned
economy—a bigger, better and
far more democratic planned
economy, naturally, than the
USSR enjoys today. The essen-
tial step right now in speeding
this process is to build a rev-
olutionary - socialist
American soil.

To many readers of the Mil-
itant this will undoubtedly
sound like the ABC's in a so-
cialist kindergarten. Socialists
begin here!

Unfortunately, some who
claim to be socialists stopped
before they got to the ABC's.
Others who got there appear to
have taken Khrushchev's pro-
posal on total disarmament as
the signal for a great leap —
backward.

Socialists, they seem to have
concluded, must get practical
now, go back to the Progressive
Party program of 1948 and
make it their business to per-
suade Wall Street to disarm—
by showing on paper how dis-
armament is possible without
a depression. :

That, at least, appears to be
the intent of an editorial and
two accompanying articles rec-
ommended by the editors in
the Oct. 12 National Guardian.
(“The great challenge” by the
editors; an excerpt from a
pamphlet by the Friends Com-
mitiee on National Legislation,
“Can we disarm without an
economic crash?”; and “A pro-
gressive peace platform” by
George Wheeler, the Guardian’s
Prague correspondent.)

The New Opportunities

Before considering the pro-
posals advanced by the Nation-
al Guardian, let me indicate
more precisely how the oppor-
tunities to gain a hearing in
America for socialism are be-
ginning o open up:

(1) American diplomacy has
made a decided turn—at least
for the time being—toward re-
laxation of international ten-
sions. This has as one of its
reflections in ‘domestic politics
further relaxation of the witch-
hunt. Fear of talk about so-
{cialism is subsiding.

party on '

Back to Wallace?

Henry Wallace, candidatg
for president on the Progres-
sive Party ticket in 1948, was
all for peace until Truman
plunged America into the
Korsan civil war. Then he
backed the imperialist inter-
vention. By 1956 Wallace had
movec so far to the right
that he supported Eisenhow-
er for the White House,

(2) The shift in American
diplomacy was due primarily to
successes in the international
revolutionary camp that dis-
rupted Wall Street’s timetable
for war. These successes in-
clude the big gains made in
China and the Soviet Union
and the intensified class strug-
gle that has flared in the Mid-
dle East, Latin America and
throughout the continent of
Africa. This rise in revolution-
ary potential gives new weight
to socialist arguments. The ma-
jority of mankind is clearly
moving toward socialism!

(3) Wall Street's timetable
for war has been upset so bad-
ly that the war-planners are
no longer able to bracket ahead
in five- or ten-year spans as
they did immediately after
World War II. American social-
ists have been granted precious
time for organizing a powerful
mavement in the United States.

(4) Big business has stepped
up the 'class struggle in Amer-
ica by opening a major offen-
sive against organized labor.
Whether the labor bureaucrats
like it or not, they are forced
more and more into polities,
even in conducting ordinary
union affairs, and the rank and
Gle arve visibly growing more
restless over the snicidal! policy
of supporting the political en-
emies of labor. The correctness
of the socialist stress on the
need for independent political
action is being confirmed every
day in the week. We need only
mention how labor's support of
the Democrats in 1958 paid oT
in  the anti-labor Kennedy -
Landium-Griffin  Act. This
alone has reinforced the stand-
ing of American socialists as
political realists.

(5) The 1960 elections offer
special opportunities for pre-
senting the socialist case. Re-
publicans and Democrats ob-
viously intend to turn the
peace issue to demagogic use.
Socialists can expose them from
hundreds of platforms and for-
ums, including nationwide ra-
dio and TV hook-ups.

Socialists can participate in
the presidential campaign with
strong new argumenis — the

spuitniks, the Soviet disarma-
ment proposal, the addition
since the 1956 campaign of

Iraq, Cuba and Africa to the
ranks of insurgent humanity.
the sharpened class struggle in
every city in the couniry.

Should we seek to utilize
these opportunities to the ut-
most? What is the best way to
go about it? The National
Guardian does not even discuss
these key questions. Instecad we
are asked to consider the 1948
program of the Progressive
Party, especially how Ameri-
can capitalism might disarm it-
self without cost of a depres-
sion.

What Is the Aim?

I hope that I am not misun-
derstood. It is excellent to ad-
vocate such specific things as
a reduction in taxes, increased
unemployment c¢ompensa-
tion, jobs for the jobless, mort-
gage payment insurance, more
class rooms, higher teachers’
pay, more hospital beds, better
roads, flood control, conserva-
tion of national vesources, and
so on.

It is doubly excellent to
stress the need for peace and
how truly catastrophic a war
waged with nuclear wetpons
would be.

But what objective is aimed
at? Are these issues raised to
help show up capitalism and to
demonstrate the nced to take
the road to socialism? Just the
contrary. The hope is main-
tained that solutions to the
piroblems can be found under
capitalism. “Wee can see to it
that the: economic machinery
we have is well used.” The
correct political course, we are
urged, is to “work for improved
legislation.,” “And, of course,
search out and support good
candidates for office.”

Even without “good” Wal-

! approach,

lace-tvpe candidates, success is
possible: “We can urge our
sovernment to give first puior-
ity to the search for political
agreements and the basis for
international disarmament un-

der law so that the world may
be rescued from the fear of
war and the burden of arma-
ments lifted forever from the

backs of munkind.”
(Meanwhile "our govern-
me=nt” methocically continues
to build bases for nuclear wea-
vons ira‘nzd on targets in the
Soviet Union, the latest ac-
quisition being in Turkey.)

The Guardian’s Reasoning

The basic flaw in the Nation-

al  Guardian position is its
idealistic rather than material-
ist approach. The reasoning

goes something like this: Atom-
ic weapons have introduced a
qualitative change in the char-
acter of war., War has become
so irrational that no rational
human beéing can count on
gaining anything from it ex-
cept self-destruction. But cap-
italists as human beings are, in
the final analysis, rational ex-
cepl for a minority of arma-
ment-makers and the Pentagon
crowd.

Already the capitalist class in
its majority, the reasoning con-
tinues, is convinced of the ir-
rationality of nuclear war, or
with some effort can be per-
suaded of its irrvationality.
“ . .. the non-socialist world,”
declare the editors, “must be
persuaded to the view that life
can, and must. go on without
armaments.”

What stops our capitalist
rulers from willing an end to
armaments production is a
mental block caused by a rath-
ev childish fear that prosperity
hinges on arms-spending and
that if the war budget were
eliminated depression would
follow as an immediate con-
sequence. The same fear af-
fects even workers and labor
officials.

Thus it has become the first
duty of every rational person,
be he Quaker, Socialist or a
Cyrus Eaton, to pitch into the
job of convincing the fezarful
capitalists that the prospects
ara really not as bleak under
capitalism as they believe., The
senile system still has some
juice available if you know
how to put on the right
saueeze. Thai is the substance
of the Guardian position.

From the viewpoint of
theory, this position does not
come up to the level of the
utopian socialists who were
outmoded more than a century
ago upon punlication of the
Communist Manifesto. The old
utopians at least sought to per-
suade the capitalists of the ir-
rationality of capitalism and of
the rationality of changing over
to socialism.

The Marxist View

In contrast to the utopian
Marxist analysts
trace the cause of the arma-
ments burden to the deepening
decay of the capitalist system.
(The “burden.” be it noted,
rests crushingly on the working
people, not the capitalists.)

This is not merely a question
of theory, or evidence of a sec-
tarian approach. Costly historic
experience, including two
world wars, testifies to how
imperialism arose at a certain
stage of capitalist development,
impelling the capitalist class in-
to a life-and-death struggle for
foreign markets, sources of raw
haterial and theap labor power.

Behind the bad “will” of the
capitalist class stand economic
drives of enormous force. What
is involved is not the rational-
ity of many capitalists but the
insanity of the economic sys-
tem in which they are enmesh-
ed. This is the ultimate explan-
ation for the disease known as
fascism that swept Italy, Ger-
many and Spain. Blind econom-
ic forces blind the ruling class
at crucial turning points. Capit-
alists even plunge into catas-
trophic suicidal wars, as this
century has repeatedly seen.In
this respect the American breed
are not qualitatively different
from the Italian, German or
Japanese rulei's who precipit-
ated World War IL

To return to the National
Guardian. From the view that
the American capitalists are,
after all, human beings presum-
ably endowed with brains and
therefore open to reason, the
argumentation necessarily fol-
lows an appropriate logic.

Amazing Low Price!

The main argument, since it
is probably considered the most
likely to persuade the reason-
ers who run American indus-
try, is the low cost of disarm-
ament. You can get it without
a depression.

All you have to do is switch
government expenditures
to public works and the invest-
ments of private industry to
useful projects. Some industries
might be temporarily hurt as
armameni production ceases.
“They must find new products,
new markets, or new fields.”

(Emphasis in the original.) “Our
challenge,” as one of the ar-
ticles puts it, “is to find ways
to bend our gigantic produc-
tive forces to our own will, to
meet our real needs.”

Economic theory — any eco-
nomic theory — is missing from
such argumentation. The “real”
need in capitalist society is
profits; that is the aim of cap-
italist production. That is what
the steel barons are secking to
bend the productive forces to
as they exert their “will”
sgainst ,the Steelworkers. And
that is what armaments and
wars are for: not only for the
immediate production of profits,
but for safeguarding and even-
tually promoting the expansion
of the production of profits.

The desire 1o sell disarma-
ment to the capitalists is so
strong that the National Guar-
dian even offers it on the in-
stallment plan. “A nation can’t
in a day switch production of
$45 billion worth of military
goods to other things. But the
time needed can be reduced by
wise advance arrangements.”

Resumption of world trade is
also promised as a sure “stim-
ulus for industry.” How the
capitalist. merchants of peace
convert their foreign purchases
into money in case of a de-
pression is not indicated; al-
though the possibility of de-
pression despite disarmament is
not excluded, since, we are
told, capitalism would still suf-
fer from its “general crisis and
economic cycle.”

Class Collaboration

The Marxist concept of the
class struggle goes up in smoke:
“The change to a non-military
economy will require not only
planning but determination,
and a readiness to accept work
and sacrifice along the way.
The political problems are en-
ormous. The economic transi-
tion will call for mobilizing the
full resources of the entire
government in a prolonged at-
tack on this question. It calls
for the full cooperation of la-
bor and management with gov-
ernment all the way from the
local to the *Federal level.”
(Full cooperation with the mon-
opolists and their government
—is that the hidden meaning
of the cryptic slogan, "“peaceful
coexistence”?)

The socialist position, in con-
trast to this class-collaboration-
‘st view, is that the achieve-
ment of a non-military econ-
omy can come only by ending
capitalism and replacing it with

‘general economic planning. This

‘in turn requires the work and
sacrifice needed to.build a rev-
olutionary-socialist party. And
this party can succeed in giv-
ing correct political guidance
to the working class only if it
persistently opposes class col-
laboration all the way from
the local to the federal level.

As already indicated, the
National Guardian goes far in
expressing confidence in “owr”
capitalist government. For in-
stance: “U.S. government agen-
cies such as the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation, the Fed-
eral Housing Administration,
various veterans’ programs and
the work of the Office of De-
fense Mobilization should pro-
vide helpful clues on how to
de-mobilize or re-mobilize for
peace.”

If the proposed program is
feasible, what need exists for
a socialist government? None.
The editors of the National
Guardian are perfectly consist-
ent in leaving out this item.
They have no need for it, for
they ‘“envision a changeover
without depression — meaning
perhaps also that the transition
may take place without the kind
of hardship which might lead
to the popular upheavals and
demands for immediate social
change.”

So What's Wrong with It?

If such a colossal transition
can be accomplished why give
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Can America’s Capitalists Be Persuaded?

up capitalism? With total dis-
armament, prosperity and a
ruling class and government
that has proved responsive to
the most acute needs of the
time, what would be wrong with
capitalism? We've made it work
after all!

Such a sensible road to peace
ought to convince the Chamber
of Commerce, the National As-
sociation of Manufacturers, and
anti-union heads of the cor-
porations and their labor-hat-
ing government representatives
that you've got a far more ra-
tional outlook than they've had
un to now. How can they re-
fuse fo let such reasonableness
persuade them 1o enter the
straight and narrow path?

Well, the editors of the Na-
tional Guardian have asked for
discussion of this proposed
course of action. I would much
nrefer to discuss how socialists
can utilize the new opportunit-
ies 1o gain a wider hearing for
the socialist program, particu-
larly in 1960, a year which
promises unusually high inter-
2st in politics. I would likewise
prefer to: discuss how we can
more effectively participate in
the big debate over how to
catch up with Soviet tech-
nological progress.

But if one of the prelimin-
aries to working out these more
important problems is discus-
sion of the program advanced
by the Progressive Party under
Wallace. the time will not be
lost. Many Socialists will un-
doubtedly have something to
say on ihe gquestion, for they
have done a lot of thinking
about that experience. The ma-
jority, I believe, will seek to
help dispel the illusion that
Wallace can be reincarnated or
that his road, the road of lib-
eral capitalism, offers anything
“ompaiable to a planned econ-
omy, such as the Soviet Union
has, in meeting the great issues
facing America and the world.

...Missile Base

(Continued from Page 1)

ering 200 miles of  the Great
Plains,

According to Roscoe Fleming
in the Oct. 10 Chrstian Science
Monitor, one base will be lo-
rated near Cheyenne and will
~onsist of 24 Atlas missiles of

5,000-mile range. The other
base, aliready under construc-
tion, is near Denver. It will

consist of 18 Titan missiles, of
6,5600-mile range.

“Each of these monsters,”
says Fleming, “will presumably
havé as a fixed target a Soviet
city or strong point.”

The ICBM bases are to be
underground. Holes are being
dug some 160-foot deep for the
Titans and their mountings.
Then the arca will be covered
again. They will be “one-shot”
bases since firing of the mis-
siles is expected to destroy
much of their installation—if
Soviet ICBMs don't reach them
first.

As with all other American
war preparations, the Atlas and
Titan bases will provide a
bonanza for big business. Mor-
rison, Knudsen Co. of Los An-
geles and Boise heads a group
of six construction companies
holding a $67 million contract
for preliminary work on the
Titan bases. American Machine
and Foundry Co. has received a
contract for $42.6 million to
complete the steel work for the
installation of the power plant
and the missiles themselves.
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The School Placement Decision

“DANVILLE, Va., Oct. 9 — A high
NAACP official predicted here this week
that school placement laws ‘will be de-
clared unconstitutional by the U.S. Su-
preme Court because of the way they are
being used.” Speaking before the Virginia
State Conference of NAACP branches,
Gloster B. Current, director of NAACP
branches, declared that ‘this law gives
prejudiced officials a device with which
to deny admission of Negro pupils to
previously all-white schools."” (NAACP
press release.)

“WASHINGTON, Oct. 12 — The Su-
preme Court turned down today an at-
tack on state pupil placement laws that
are designed to slow the pace of integra-
tion. The court refused to review two
decisions upholding North Carolina’s
placement law.” (N.Y. Times.)

Some people may conclude from the
above quotations merely that the crystal
ball in the NAACP’s national office
doesn’t have even three-day visibility.
But something much more sérious is re-
vealed. The NAACP leaders have either
failed to recognize or are concealing from
the Negro people the staggering blow
dealt the school desegregation fight last
year by the Supreme Court’s upholding
of the pupil placement laws.

Moreover, Gloster Current's speech
reveals that even at this late date (after
the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals last
month stopped the scheduled integration
of three Negro children at the Dollarway
school out of deference to Arkansas’ new
pupil placement law) NAACP “strategy”
is not to sound the alarm but to lull pub-
lic opinion with “predictions” that the
Supreme Court will declare these laws
unconstitutional.

The Supreme Court’s upholding of
the Alabama Pupil Placement Act last
year marked a turning point in the legal
history "of the school desegregation fight.
The decision put the court’s stamp of ap-
proval on a political deal made between
the Southern officials, Washington and
Northern big business.

The deal emasculated the original
school desegregation ruling. In return for
giving up “massive resistance” the South-

ern ruling class was authorized to. retain.

its Jim Crow school system' 99 '9/10%
intact, with the other 1/10 of 1% of Negro
children to be admitted to white schools
as token integration. This accomplished,

Southern “desegregation” would be fro-

zen—for the 1/10 of 1% of Negro children
in white schools are not to be regarded
as the thin edge of an entering wedge but
as fixed-quota window dressing.

The NAACP remained virtually si-

Let's Fine the

By a vote of 20 to 4 the New York City
Council approved a proposed measure Oct. 13
to fine the parents of children found guilty of
acts of vandalism,

Democratic machine boss Sharkey of
Brooklyn urged the reprisals against rela-
tives of offenders as a way of combatting
juvenile delinquency. “It is time we put [the
fight against crimes of youth] in the hands of

lent about the high court’s okaying of
these vicious state laws. Unwilling to
criticize the court, NAACP releases to
this day have given the merest passing
mention of it and nowhere has it assessed
the ruling’s true significance.

But the enemies of school desegrega-
tion were fully aware of what the uphold-
ing of these laws meant. Anti-integration-
ist Arthur Krock, dean of N.Y. Times
correspondents in Washington and hob-
nobber with Supreme Court justices and
senagors, spelt it out last Dec. 30. The
anti-Negro U.S. News and World Report
did likewise.

Among battlers for integration, most of
whom depend on the NAACP for infor-
mation and evaluation of the progress of
school integration, only a few voices have
been raised. One of these was the Milit-
ant, whose main headline on Jan. 5 was:
"High Court Shifts Stand on Segregated
Schools — Racists Get Tip Off On What
To Do.”

Another is Martip Luther King, the
Negro leader from Montgomery, Alabama.
In the current issue of Liberation he de-
clares that “the struggle for civil rights
has reached a stage of profound crisis,”
which has “its origin in a decision render-
ed by the Supreme Court . .. which up-
held the pupil placement law. Though
little noticed then, this decision funda-
mentally weakened the historic 1954 rul-
ing of the Court.”

Comparing compromise on desegre-
gation, for which this decision has become
the basis, to the deal withdrawing federal
troops from the South, thus ending Re-
construction, King writes: “The Negro
was the tragic victim of another com-
promise in 1878, when his full equality
was bargained away by the federal gdv-
ernment . . . There is reason to believe
that the Negro of 1959 will not accept
supinely any such compromises in the
contemporary struggle for integration.”

But in order that the Negro people
and their allies not supinely accept such
a sell-out of school integration it is first
necessary that they be told what is hap-
pening and how important it is. This the
NAACP leadership has failed to do. At
best this failure shows that they are not

~-leaders—because leaders lead—and raises
At

questions about their competence.
worst it raises the question whether or
not they — like the labor leaders who
have long since secretly decided to live
with Taft-Hartley rather than undertake
the drastic fight required to beat it—have
given up the aim of real school integra-
tion and have secretly reconciled them-
selves to going along with token integra-
tion in the South.

City Counucil

practical people,” said this leading Democrat.
“We must take it away from the sob-sisters.”

A more effective measure would be fines
for members of the City Council. They bear
the largest responsibility for the lack of play-
grounds and parks, the broken-down schools,
slum conditions and low wages with which
parents are forced to rear their children.

These are what foster the anti-social
forms youthful rebellion takes.

The British Elections

The Tory victory in the British elec-
tions on Oct. 8 has not altered the basic
feature of British politics since World
War II. This is the polarization of the
British people behind either the Tory
Party, representing the capitalist class, or
the Labor Party.

Even in the recent elections, in which
the Tories scored their highest post-war
gains, Labor’s popular vote remained
strong. (Labor won 43.9% of the popular
vote; the Conservatives, 49.4%; the Lib-
erals, 5.8%; others, .9%.)

A solid core of workers has contin-
ually voted Labor, even when it was dis-
satisfied with the official milk-and-water
program, because these workers are loyal
to the idea that the working-class must
have its own party and must run the gov-
ernment if the working people’s problems
are to be solved.

In 1945, the lower middle class and
the least class-conscious workers also
rallied to Labor’s banner. They wanted
the working class to carry out the Labor
Party’s promise to reorganize British
society along socialist lines. Had the
party leaders acted decisively in this di-
rection they would have continued to
carry the masses with them.

But the Labor Party bureaucrats
merely introduced a few social reforms
(a number of which were subsequently
retained by the Tories) and proceeded to
carry out the regular functions of the
capitalist state, such as rearming and im-
posing the grms burden on the working
people. The labor bureaucrats’ betrayal of

socialism caused the middle class and the
more politically backward workers to lose
confidence in the Labor Party and to
swing over to the Tories.

Once in power in 1951, the Conserva-
tives benefited greatly from the economic
revival primed by the Marshall Plan that
set in throughout Westéern Europe. The
boom, which reached full momentum in
Europe during the last five years and was
not seriously affected by the 1957-58 re-
cession, has had a politically conservatiz-
ing effect. It should be underscored, how-
ever, that betrayals by the working-class
leadership in Western Europe (this in-
cludes betrayals by the Communist
Parties as well) gave capitalism the
chance to restabilize itself after being
nearly swallowed up by the postwar
revolutionary wave.

But capitalism is depression prone.
The boom is sure to exhaust itself. Though
the Tories won votes through their
“peace” maneuvers, capitalism tends or-
ganically to war. As depression and new
war threats manifest themselves, Labor
will again win overwhelming mass sup-
port.

Will the working-class movément be
ready to take advantage of its opportun-
ities at that time? The historic signifi-
cance of the programmatic struggle waged
by the Socialist Labor League in England
— whose appraisal of the election ap-
pears on this page — consists precisely
in this, that it helps prepare the 'working
class for its next great chance.

~

"But, Genei‘ul. what could the Russians do if the President an-

- swered their awful disarmament proposal with one of those Taft-
Hartley cooling-off things!"

Labor Party Defeat in Britain
Laid to Right-Wing Leadership

(The following article is re-
printed from the Newsletter,
weekly journal of the Socialist
Labour League.)

The Tories have won the
general election with an in-
creased majority. To the thous-
ands of Labour supporters who
have trudged the streets night
after night over the past few
weeks campaigning against
Toryism, this will come as a
harsh surprise,

The right-wing chiefs at
Transport House assured us
that our election machine was
better than it had ever been.
Thousands of pounds have been
spent on its improvement over
the past few years. Gaitskell
and Bevan told us that La-
bour's policy, because of its
moderate nature, would secure
the floating vote. In this con-
nection the party paid the su-
preme price: nationalization
was dropped and Labour can-
didates weore committed to re-
taining the hydrogen bomb.

The full responsibility for
this severe defeat rests on the
shoulders of the right-wing of
the Labour Party and Mr. Be-
van. It is their organization and
their policies which have been
acted upon.

Contrast the viciousness of
Transport House in its recent
witch-hunt against members of
the Socialist Labour League,
whose only crime was disagree-
ment with the type of policies
and organization responsible
for this defeat, with the kid-
glove attitude of the right-wing
towards the Tories during the
election,

Cause of Swing

It would be a mistake to try
to find an easy answer for the
swing to the right. This elec-
tion was lost in the years that
immediately followed the Sec-
ond World War.

NATIONALIZATION: Her-
bert Morrison, Ernest Bevin
and their followers in the La-
bour government laid the
foundations for this defeat as
early as 1947 and 1948. Mor-
rison called for a retreat from
nationalization i1 1948 and by
1959 this retreat had become a
rout,

GERMANY: When Ernest
Bevin, as Foreign Secretary in
the 1945 Labour government,
permitted the Nazi -capitalist
gang to regain control in West
Germany, he made certain that
the right-wing government of
Adenauer was the order of the
day for Germany. This was the
beginning of the postwar turn
to the right in Western Europe.

The German workers, pros-
trate and defeated by brutal
Nazi oppression and Allied
chauvinism, needed above all
help from a Labour Britain.
Instead they were kicked in
the teeth and handed back to
their old masters.

STALINISM: It must be said
also that a large share of the
responsibility for the swing to
the right rests on the criminal
policy of the Stalinists. By
their brutal policies in Hungary
and Eastern Europe they pro-
vided a tremendous propagan-
da weapon for those wishing to
discredit socialism all over
Western Europe.

DE GAULLE: The Tory vic-
tory at the election is the Brit-
ish reflection of the gradual
swing to the right which has
been taking shape in Western
Europe over the past 12 years.
This came to its head with the
victory of Charles de Gaulle
(with the help of the “social-
ists”) and it cannot be halted
now without drastic changes in
policy and personnel in the
leadership of the Labour move-
ment of Western Europe.

Fabianism is bankrupt. The
Fabian concept that parliamen-
tary struggle carried out grad-
ually over a number of years
would eventually bring social-
ism to Britain has been tried
and found wanting.

Socialism is not a game of
good government and bad gov-
ernment; of the Tories’ and La-
bour’s turn. It consists, above
all, in the systematic prepara-
tion of the working class to
take power. This preparation
cannot be carried out on the
basis of minor reformist con-
cessions, but only on the basis
of a program which aims to re-
place capitalism and institute a
socialist society.

It is perfectly true that such
preparation would not have
brought immediate electoral
success in the period after the
war, What it would have done
would have been to educate
and prepare the workers and
the middle class for power by
consistently demonstrating the
contrast between a socialist pro-
gram and Toryism.

The swing to the right which
has just taken place on the
part of a substantial number of
backward workers and middle-
class voters could only have
been avoided by this type of

education. Bevan and Gaitskell [}

freat the voter as some sort of
special idiot who has only to
be promised a few carrots at
election time to cast-his vote
for Labour.

By repudiating the class
struggle they continually un-
derestimate the powers of Tory-
ism in this country. This power
cannot be broken by a few slo-

gans. What has now-been re-

vealed is that Fabianism and
Social Democracy will never
bring socialism to Britain and
in the last instance will repeat
the treachery of Guy Mollet,
on perhaps a far greater scale.

The rank and file of the La-
bour Party are not to blame for
this defeat. They were never
given an opportunity to en-
dorse the policies of Bevan and
Gaitskell. Each conference since
1955 which has adopted policy
statements had not the slight-
est chance of amendment by a
constituency or a trade union.

The Socialist Road

A new road has now to be
taken. The road to socialism by
a united struggle of all left-
wing members of the Labour
Party and trade unions on the
basis of a socialist policy. This
road will be a hard one at first,
but there is one thing we can
rely upon the Tories to do now.
They will proceed openly un-
der their true colors for legis-
lation against the trade unions,
encouraging unemploy ment,
raising rents and reducing the
standard of living: in other
words back to the thirties,

The campaign for a socialist
policy will be slow in the be-
ginning, but the defeat at the
election is not a definitive de-
feat for. the working class. It
is a partial defeat which can
be put right by the prosecution
of the class struggle which will
now be stepped up on a vast
scale.

The whole future of social-
ists in the Labour Party, there-
fore, depends upon recognizing
this class siruggle and really
campaigning for socialist poli-
cies today. They must break
completely from reformism and
class collaboration.

‘The Tories will not be vic-
torious until they defeat the
working class in the factories
and workshops., To win at a
general election is one thing,
to defeat the industrial work-
ing class is quite another,

A socialist policy for Labour
is already at hand, it has been
adopted by tens of thousands
of workers throughout the
country. This is the policy of
the National Assembly of La-
bour which meets on Novem-
ber 15.

® An end to the manufac-
ture of the H-bomb.

® The strengthening of the
fight for the 40-hour week,
higher wages. defense of jobs
and defense of shop stewards,
against rent increases.

® A fight for the extension
of nationalization.

® A fight against oppression
in the colonies and against
racialism in Britain,

® A fight against the bans
and proscriptions inside the
Labour Party and the frade
unions,

The National Assembly of
Labour will provide a great
discussion forum on the lessons
of the genecral strike.

Tne National Assembly of
Labour will demand an inime-
diate emergency national con-
ference of the Labour Party,
so that the old gang of right-
wing Tory fellow-travellers can
be removed and preparations
laid for a new lcadership and
a socialist policy.

S blg,

The American
Way of Life

In Defense of

TV Wrestling

I su'ppose everyone knows the scandalous details
about the TV quiz shows. You can’t miss them if you read
the papers, for they are playing the exposure of TV up

as is the duty of these
watchdogs of the country’s vir-
tue. Therc is one sour note, how-
ever, in this performance of civic
responsibility; that is the failure
of the big dailies to defend TV
wrestling.

Apologists for the sinful TV
moguls claim that TV wrestling
is fixed; so what’s wrong with
fixing the contests in which egg-
heads groan, sweat and lip-bite
before winning with the answer
they were coached on?

The comparison does a grave
injustice to the TV wrestling
stars. Sure, the exhibitions are
fixed. If they weren’t how could
you enjoy them? Knowing that
the choreography has been
worked out in advance like a
ballet, you can relax. The show
won't run overtime. No one’s go-
ing to get hurt. The actors will
be back again tomorrow night.

The injustice is not done by
telling the world that TV wrest-
ling is fixed. The injustice is to
compare the skill and cven artis-
try of the wrestlers with the mis-
erable performances of the fake
cggheads in the TV quiz exhi-
bitions.

Of course, those who played
the egghead roles were strictly
amateur, while the wrestlers are
pro’essionals with long experi-
ence on the boards. Nevertheless,
recall what the quiz scripts call-
ed for:

An individual sits in an up-
right coffin with earphones on
his head. His sweat is artificially
produced by hot Klieg lights and
lack of ventilation. He twiches
nervously. Through 58,000,000
TV screens, breathless America
glues its eyes on him. The in-
tellectual genius gives the right
answer. “2 a.m., Friday, Oct. 12,
1492.” From coast to coast Amer-
ica applauds in envy. He did it!
And for this he gets a bucket
of money — $10,000, $25.000,
$64,000, maybe $100,000.

Now take the TV wrestler. He
knows that the audience knows
that the routine has been decid-

'ed in advance. Despite the han-

dicap he puts on a dazzling per-
formance. He makes like Tarzan,
an Indian chief, a kicking mule,
a pretzel. Fixed of course. But
you try making like a pretzel
and it'll take a hospital to untie
you.

He flies off the ropes 10 feet
into the air to put his secret hold,
the dive-bomb, on his opponent,
His opponent cleverly ducks, as
the fix calls for, and the human
whirlybird lands flat ¢n the can-
vas, out cold. Fixed, of course,
but you try it on the living room
rug.

Beside the main action in the
plot, subtletiés are not over-
looked. Connoisseurs of the art,
knowing these sly touches, can
always tell the hero froimm the
villain. The villain won't shake
hands. He sneers. He leers. He
uses dirty holds., He swears at
the fans. When he wins the first
or second fall he demonstrates
that he’s something of an egg-
head by pointing knowingly to
his own skull. He appreciates the
brains it takes to win the first or
second fall.

The hero looks clean. He fights
clean. He is clean no matter
how he sweats. He typifies
American sportsmanship. He
trusts in human nature. Often he
is even stupid, walking wide-
eyed into the dirty traps set by
the villain. But his dander can
be aroused by foul tactics. Then
righteousness shows its power.
The villain, all 300 pounds, is
thrown around the ring like a
sack of feathers.

What do these hard-working
artists get for such dramatic per-
formances? Peanuts!

OK. So they claim the TV quiz
shows weren't any more fixed
than wrestling. Good. Let’s com-
bine them. Let the Van Dorens
take up wrestling to improve
their acting. And let the wrest-
lers take up answering quiz
questions to improve their pay.

TV wrestling will then light
up 58,000,000 screens each week
and the artistic level of the TV
quiz shows will become some-
thing America can proudly dis-
play to the whole world.

Imagine the suspense and ex-
citement when the referee asks
the contestants as they groan,
sweat and make faces in a doub-
le-arm, scissors-stretch leg-
strangle, “For $64,000 what was
the middle name of the person
who first used the word phoney,
in what country is the word most
frequently used, and why is its
popularity likely to increase?”

— Paul Abbott

Headlines in Other Lands

Rhinoceros Wins
Brazil Election

Cacareco, a female rhinocer-
os, is the “people’s choice” in
Sao Paulo, Brazil's largest city.
She astounded the city fathers
when she won a landslide vic-
tory in the municipal elections
last week. Cacareco was a can-
didate of the “Independent
Party” and received 102,620
write-in votes (more than 10%
of 911,705 votes cast) — one of
the highest votes received by a
local candidate in Brazil's recent
history.

Cacareco has been disqualified
by local politicians but her cam-
paign constituted a dramatic
protest against Brazilian politics
and the high cost of living. In-
spired to write a song about the
incident a local songwriter cites
meat and bread shortages and
“children without school” in his
lyrics. The chorus: “Complaints
of the nation found no echo. And
elected was Cacareco.”

Although Cacareco was de-
prived of her rightful seat on the
Sao Paulo city council, her ex-
ample has inspired other ani-
mals, She and {wo ofher '‘non-
humans' have been registered as
candidates in the Nov. 8 city
elect.ons in Porto Alegre, Brazil.
Here the rhinoceros has been
joined by a black bull and a goat
to oppose 212 human candidates.
Their platform — opposition to
the giraffe-like cost of living.

"War Is War”
— Depending on
Who Threatens It

The  U.S. Government was
quick to condemn statements
made by Chinese Communist
Party officials that no foreign
interference can prevent Taiwan
from being reunified with the
Chinese mainland. Under-Secre-
tary of State, Douglas Dillon was
positively outraged. “We firm-
ly reject,” he said on Oct. 7, “the
attempts by Communist leaders
to justify what they call ‘just
revolutionary wars’ or ‘wars of
liberation.” War is war, no mat-
ter where or why it may be
fought.”

Three days later Chiang Kai-
shek claimed, in a speech, that
his last year’s “victory” over
Peking “in the Battle of Que-
moy” had brought that regime
to the “brink of total collapse.”
“Although,” he said, "“we have
not yet started our military
counter-offensive . . . the Battle
of Quemoy . .. proved that'this
is a decisive year and that we
shall succeed in our task of
counter-offensive.”

Chiang spoke on the anniver-
sary of the 1911 Chinese revolu-
tion. President Eisenhower sent
him a well-wishing note on the
occasion.

Living Conditions
Improving in

East Cermany

East Germany has the look of
a going concern, says Sydney
Gruson in the Oct. 12 New
York Times, after a brief trip
to the Sovietized part of Ger-
many.

“If there is no elegance and
little luxury in living in East
Germany now, neither is there
any serious want. Even more
important, the shops have final-
ly begun to reflect some of the
promises of elegance and lux-
ury to come.”

Many of the people inter-
viewed grumbled about the
lack. of freedom and the inces-
sant propaganda. “But all
thought that life was far better
now than two or three years
ago, that the police were less
ubiquitous and less prying and
that there was no mood or wish
for rebellion in the land.”

Younger people spoke en-
thusiastically of the chance
they were getting for free edu-
cation. Older people jhought
they were better off than the
West Germans on health ser-
vices and on pensions.

Very few people spoke to
Gruson about trying to escape,
although some 3,000 people still
cross from East Germany to
West Germany each month.
Said one youth: “Well, things
are not so bad now. And we
know that we always can go if
they start to get as tough with
us as they used to be.”

Spanish Students
Score U.S. Support
Of Franco Regime

“You Americans are largely
to blame for what Spain is today.
America wants to lead the free
world and stop communism.
How do you do it? By basing
your power on the inost back-
ward elements. In two weeks —
by cutting off oil — you could
force Franco to his knees . ..”
These bitter words from one of
Spain's growing army of angry
young men and women, reflect
the hatred of university stu-
dents for the Franco regime. Al-
though 95% of the 70,000 stu-
dents come from well-to-do fam-
ilies only a tiny minority sup-
port Franco.

“Your Voice of America calls
Spain one of the ‘free nations,’
the same student told Benjamin
Welles, N. Y. Times correspon-
dent, “and we know it is not
true. So we never listen now.
We listen to the ‘Communist
radio in Prague, instead, because
it at least criticizes this regime.”

Disgust with the regime's
control of propaganda was ex-
préssed by a young woman stu-
dent who said: “We are sick to

‘| death of the Civil War and the

Falange . . . All this regime does
is exalt its 'victory’ over other
Spaniards, the wonderful ‘Move-
ment.’ We want an end to it.,..”

Shook-Up Dictator

Ousts Senators

Badly shaken by revolutionary
developments in the Carribean,
Haitian dictator Francois Du-
valier ousted six of Haiti’s 21
senators by decree on Oct. 9, The
six senators were charged with
plotting an invasion of Haiti and
of conspiring to establish a
“Communist state.”

All six senators, who were
once followers of Duvalier, de-
nied the charges. Of the six only
Senator Yvan Moreau remains
at large in Haiti. Others are in
exile or under the protection of

foreign embassies.



Letters

from Our Readers

How TV Distorted
What Khrushchevy
Said on US. Trip

Editor:

I can’t help blowing up some-
times, though 1 know it's use-
less. Here's a letter I sent to
the major TV networks in
which I told them off about
the way they handled Khrush-
chev’s tour.

“Gentlemen:

-“With reference to your var-

ious off-the-cuff commentators
and maturer (?) analysts of
the Khrushchev visit, they dis-
played one obvious attitude in
common. Namely, a self-right-
eous, condescending one, as to
what the practically the admit-
tedly imperfect Mr. K said and
did. . . .
“Many of the criticisms could
easily be shown invalid, if re-
buttals were possible on the
airwaves. For example that
statement demolishing (to the
evident satisfaction of the com-
mentator) the K. assertion, that
there are no taxes in Russia.
The critic conveniently did not
mention such benefits to the
people there as health and old-
age care when he dragged in
the. high current cost of auto-
mobiles there. . . .

“Also another Monday ex-
pert multiplied Mr. K.'s $28
billions for his military defense
into some $66 billions; but he
failed similarly to multiply our
much more wasteful $42 billions
and back-door expenditures and
to say that theirs is nearly all
on their own soil, while ours
is mostly on 950 world-encircl-
ing military bases. , ..”

A Subscriber
Greensburg, Pa.

Why Socialists
Do Best Not Voting
For Any Liberal

Editor:

In the Oct. 5 Militant, Dana
Platt agrees that the “prime
objective of socialists should
be to get socialist candidates
on the ballot in as many places
as possible including the
Presidential race.”

After this excellent state-
ment, however, something not
so excellent is suggested: “But
failing this, I see no reason
why they shouldn't vote for,
without actively supporting,
liberal capitalist candidates as
against outright reactionaries.”

It seems to me that if you
vote for a capitalist candidate
you are supporting him — and
in a very active way, since you
help put him in office. Even
the justification offered for such
a vote constitutes aétive sup-
port, doesn’t it?

Comrade Platt argues that
voting for liberals “certainly
would be no dissipation of val-
uable socialist energy but the
recognition that whatever so-
cial gains can be achieved un-
der capitalism should be sup-
ported by socialists as stepping
stones to socialism.”

First of all, experience indi-
cates that you can't get to so-
cialism by stepping stones sup-
plied by capitalist politicians.
When you get close to social-
ism, they take a fascist sledge
hammer and smash them. We
saw this in Italy, Germany and
Spain, to mention the most
prominent examples.

Secondly, reliance upon lib-
erals for a progressive course
indicates considerable illusions,
The liberal Woodrow Wilson
promised to keep America out
of war. He delivered by plung-
ing the country into World
War I
. Another great liberal, Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, promised
“again and again and again,”

wasn’t it, not to send our boys |

to any foreign battlefields. He
sent them to the bloodiest bat-
tlefields the world has yet seen.

“Fair Deal” Truman promised
repeal of the Taft-Hartley law.
He forgot the promise when he
was safely back in the White
House. And then — well, can
anyone forget Korea?

The typical evolution of a
liberal is well indicated by
Orval Faubus, governor of Ar-
kansas. At one time he was
regarded as an outstanding
Southern liberal. And he was,
But when the race-haters mob-
ilized, he not only caved in as
a’ liberal; he sought to become
their leader. How well he suc-
ceeded is known to everyone.
Now, wouldn’'t a socialist look
foolish — atl best — if he had
voted for Faubus because no
socialist was running in Ar-
kansas and this Democrat was
the liberal building stepping
stones to socialism?

Let’'s take the seemingly
hardest possible example fac-
ing a socialist at the polls: a
trade-unionist who has bucked
the Democratic machine, who
is backed by labor officialdom
and who enjoys a lot of popu-
lar support. Moreover, no so-
cialist happens to be contesting
the office.

As I see it, such a candidate
falls into one of the following
categories:

(1) He has good intentions

but he doesn't know any bet-
ter. ¢

(2) He is a shrewd cookie out
to make a name for himself as
an anti-machine candidate, aft-
er which he will make a deal
with the party bosses.

(3) Despite appearances he is

simply a stalking horse, pul

out by the machine, to attract
the labor vote.

Undeyr any of these categories
is it possible for a socialist to
support him without compro-
mising socialist principles? I
think not.

Even in the first case, a so-
ialist of all people should re-
member what the road to hell
is paved with.

T. H. McGuiness
New York

Doubts Bureaucrats
Are Really Inclined

To Change Politics
Editor:

Unfortunately I was unable
to attend the meeting of the
United Independent* Socialist
Committee and so was very
happy to read the long discus-
sion of it in the Militant of
October 5.

I have long supported the
position of running independent
socialist candidates. And in the
1960 election it would be a set-
back for socialist propaganda
and education if there were no
socialist candidate in the field.

It is not only important to
run candidates but candidates
who reflect a militant program.
I have always believed that the
emphasis of the Socialist Work-
ers Party in attacking and ex-
posing the role of the labor
bureaucracy has been one of
its most 1mportant contribu-
tions to socialist education.

However when I read the
excerpt from Murry Weiss's
speech in the Militant of Octo-
ber 5, I wonder whether in the
interests of a united front that
the incisiveness of socialist an-
alysis is being weakened. Spec-
ifically I refer to Murry Weiss’
statement “. . . there are many
important indications that the
Negro people, the workers and
even sections of the bureau-
cracy are stirring.” (Boldface
added.)

I hope I am not pulling this
out of context but I am dis-
turbed why anyone, certainly
someone like Murry Weiss,
would want to include the la-
bor bureaucracy or even
sections of the labor bureauc-
racy — on the level with the
Negro people and the workers.
Do we now have to begin re-
minding each other of the
fundamentally different inter-
ests between the two groups?

There is no question that a
series of quotations could be
supplied presenting the radical
sounding statements of some of
the labor fakers in recent
months. But what does it
mean? That they ‘can be dis-
cussed in the same breath with
the strivings of the Negro peo-
ple and the workers for peace,
for a better life —and to throw
off the deadly and reactionary
weight of the labor bureauc-
racy? Why ignore the funda-
mental differences?

If some bureaucrats are now
executing some fancy steps not
to get caught too far behind the
progressive strivings of the
people, let us not forget that
some sections of the bureauc-
racy always move “left” in or-
der to be in a better position
to decapitate the genuine left-
ward movement of the Negro
people and the workers. How
can we forget the lessons of
history, the history of the be-
trayal by the labor bureauc-
racy?

When the socialist movement
starts to cut corners in the in-
terest of some tactical maneu-
ver, it may appear clever and
“practical.” The effects tomor-
row can only be disastrous; we
will be laying the seeds for to-
morrow’s defeats.

Steve Radowsky
New York City

(In the paragraph quoted by
Steve Radowsky. Murry Weiss
sought no more than to report
the fact that a section of the
union bureaucracy had expres-
sed misgivings about the top
labor leaders’ political policies.
The stirrings among the union
officials only underline how
much discontent exists among
the Negro people and the work-
ers. Weiss’ central point, how-
ever, was' that rank-and-file
striving for working-class poli-
tical independence stands in
danger of being botiled up by
the labor bureaucracy, just as
it repeatedly was in the 1930'.
This point was made in the
paragraph following the one
Steve Radowsky quoted. Un-
fortunately, space did not allow
us to print Weiss’ speech in
full, for he dealt with the
treacherous role of the labor
bureaucracy in other sections
of his remarks as well, In an
early issue, we hope to deal
extensively with the problem
pinpointed by Steve Radowsky.
— Editor.)

What's the Truth
About Steel Wages

And Price of Steel?

Editor:

The following leiter, which
appeared in a recent issue of
the Denver Post, will undoubt-
edly be of interest to Militant
veaders, especially members of
the Steelworkers union. The
author has evidently given con-
siderable thought to the rela-
tion (or lack of relation) be-
fween wage rises and price
hikes.

O. T. R.

Editor:

I doubt if one person in sev-
eral thousand of the general
public — including Steelwork-
ers — is fully aware of the fact
that the prices (and therefore
the profits) set by the steel in-
dustry are NOT based on sup-
ply and demand but are al-
most wholly arbitrary and are
called “administered prices” —
a term originated by Dr. Gard-
iner C, Means, and defined
thusly: “We have an administ-
ered price when a company
maintains a posted price at
which it will make sales or
simply has its own prices at
which buyers may purchase or
not as they wish.

“The critical question is
whether, when demand falls
off, price is maintained through
a decrease in production . . .
where this occurs, the price is
not only administered in the
sense that it is ‘set’ and ‘main-
tained’” but in addition it is
clearly insensitive to the mar-
ket . . . These are the prices
with the potential for inducing
economic distress.”

That the price of steel is
maintained through a decrease
in production should be abun-
dantly clear 1o anyone who can
remember just one year ago
during the recession. We Steel-
workers remember very well
the lay-offs and the shorter
work weeks, which certainly
induced “economic distress.”

The price maker in an admin-
istered price industry is con-
cerned with (1) his costs, (2)
the demand {for the product,
and (3) the reaction of his
competitors. The long history
of action by the government
against the steel industry for
monopolistic practices (1920 to
the present time) indicates that
“the reaction of competitors”
has not bothered the industry
appreciably for forly years.
Further, since the industry con-
trols the demand for the pro-
duct by the simple expedient
of maintaining their prices by
reducing production, the second
item Is of no concern to them.
This leaves only the first, costs.
Specifically, the wages of the
steel workers.

In short, the whole philos-
ophy of the steel industry, once
the facts are known, is one of
desire for complete control of
all economic factors concerning
their price-making. That the
Steelworker objects to this, and
rightly so, is a terrific thern in
the side of the industry.

Lest it be inferred that I be-
lieve the industry to be en-
dowed with Machiavellian des-
potism, I hasten to add that I
am convinced that their leaders
are perfectly sincere in their
belief that competition means
raising their prices to meet the
other firms'; that they are per-
fectly sincere in their belief
that the average 'steel worker
has no business wanting to hang
onto his job when automation
(salaam to progress) could do
it better (?); that they are per-
fectly sincere in their belief
that their dircctors are worth
several hundred thousand dol-
lars a year, each.

It is this very sincerity that
frightens me because it indi-
cates a dedication to a phil-
osophy of the future . . . that
is to say, it means that their
sights are trained, exclusively,
on the future of the industry
with total, utter disregard for
the present lifetime of the steel
worker and therefore, by defi-
nition, a total unconcern for
the average workingman caught
in the meshes of advancing
automation . . . a workingman
who has but this one life to
live.

By what divine dispensation
the rules of the steel industry
feel they have the right to play
God, I do not know. I can only
be grateful o Him that, hun*
gry though I may be, I have
more humility.

Doris Sharp

Rank and file member
Local 3267 (C.F.&I1.)
Beulah, Colo.

Inspired
By "Militant”

Editor:

Don’t ever let go of your
great paper. Every time I read
it, I gel a new spurt of feeling
for the hardships of my fellow-
men. In a world where self-in-
terest is bred into the best of
us, I think we all need some-
thing like yoqur paper fo con-
tinually revive our more hum-
an feelings.

R.'W.
Costa Mesa, Calif.
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(Continued from Page 1)
he concluded, was that
members were pressured into
returning to work with only
part of their demands won.

A number of other delegates
spoke along the same vein.
Their attitude was well indi-
cated by Delegate Clements of
Local 216, South Gate General
Motors plant, who concluded
his indictment of the leader-
ship by saying: Our local union
cannot support a. dues increase
until the leadership demon-
strates that it is seriously pre-
pared to fight for a program to
improve our wages, hours and
working conditions.

At the conclusion of the de-
bate, the motion to adopt the
dues-increase package which
had been scaled down to $5 a
month was adopted by approx-
imately a 75% majority. A de-
mand for a roll-call vote was
declared short of the necessary
775 delegates required and re-
jected.

In conirast to the discussion
of the dues issue the debate on
political action was relatively
mild. The convention resolution
basically reiterated the Reuther
policy of working *“toward a
realignment of political forces
in America now." It was made
abundantly clear in the debate
that what was meant was con-
tinuation of supporting liberal
Democrats in the 1960 election.

Speaking for the resolution,
vice president Leonard Wood-
cock gave an amazing perform-
ance of upside-down logic. “Did
our friends betray us in the
first session of Congress recent-
ly concluded?” he asked rhe-
torically. They did not, he an-
swered. For if it hadn't been
for our friends, he affirmed, the
bill that was finally enacted
would have been much worse.

One delegate observed in his
speech on the resolution that
“everytime we take a licking
we adopt a resolution the same
as before and congratulate our-
selves by saying, it could have
been worse.”

A number of resolutions in
favor of the formation of an
independent labor party were
submitted by local unions but
were not reported out by Reu-
ther’'s resolution committee.
Several delegates spoke against
the policy of supporting the

the

Democrats and for a labor
party.
The only vreally organized

group at the convention was
the Reuther administration
caucus. This caucus, easily com-
prising a majority of the dele-
gates, met on the opening day
of the convention. The two is-
sues presented to the caucus
were (1) support for the dues
increase, and (2) a slate of can-
didates for the election of of-
ficers.

In the discussion on candi-
dates, Robert Battle III, of
Ford Local 600, raised the
question: How long is it going
to be before a Negro is named
by the administration for the
International Executive Board?
This initiated a debate on what
is for Reuther a very touchy
question,

Battle has been a long-time
member of the Reuther caucus.
Other Reuther supporters at
the caucus meeting continued
to press the question despite
the clumsy attempis of the
meeting chairman to brush the
issue aside. Enough heat was
generated to compel Reuther lo
deal with the issue in his sum-
mary speech to the caucus
meeting. He was, he said, sym-
pathetic to the aspirations of
the Negro members of the
UAW for representation on the
top board.

However, he declared, the
UAW could not solve the prob-
lem of Negro equality which
was a problem for the whole
nation. In addition, he repeated
the old saw about the principle
of electing officials-on the basis
of qualifications and not be-
cause of race, color or nation-
ality. Yet, out of consideration
for the feeling expressed by the
Negro members he was think-
ing .of “grooming” some of the
Negro members for considera-
tion at a later dale.

This explanation failed to
satisfy the Negro delegaies but
oul of caucus discipline and
with the knowledge that with-
out administration support none
of the eligible Negro leaders
could be elected, they decided
not to try to break the admin-
istration slate.

However, during nominations
from the floor for vice presi-
dent, a number of Negro leaders
were named. The nominations
were declined. Bul notice has
heen served that the question
of Negro representation will
not be permitted to be shunted
aside at the next convention—
and the best assurance of that
is the fact that Negiro trade-
union members are beginning
to organize to fight for their
rights instead of seeking a
handout by the top white labor

bureaucrats.

Los Angeles

Can Poison Be Removed?

Canadian government scientists have announced dis-
covery of a chemical process which may eventually enable
mankind once again to enjoy milk free from cancer-pro-
ducing strontium 90, one of the products of nuclear fallout.
At a reception in New York Oct. 25 for Dr. Linus Pauling,
samples of the rare strontium-free milk will be served. The
reception prececdes an evening meeting at Carnegie Hall
where the noted opponent of atom-bomb fests will speak.

...Steelworkers’ Motorcade

(Continued from Page 1)
it. Do you think that noise is go-
ing to help you win the strike?"”

The steel worker spokesman
said, “We think the men have a
right to express their feelings.”

“You mean to tell me that
those men came here voluntar-
ily?” Hagerty snapped.

“That’s right. All of those men
work in the plants. So do both
of us. As a matter of fact there
isn't a paid representative of the
union in the crowd. They came
here on their own time and in
their own cars.”

“lI don’t believe it,”” Hagerty
said heatedly.

“The president can't take sides
in the steel strike,” Hagerty ar-
gued. “He has to look out for the
interests of all the Americans.”

“I'm an American,” said Mec-
Jannett, “All the men on the
line are Americans. The 500,000
steel workers on: strike are
Americans. If Ike breaks our
strike, how is he going to be
looking out for us?”

Not Impartial

Sierras said, “If Ike uses the
injunction, he is taking sides. If
he was going to do it, he should
have invoked Taft-Hartley right
in the beginning. Now it is going
to help the companies and hurt
the steel workers. Now it’s noth-
ing but government strikebreak-
ing.”

Hagerty noted that the state-
ment he had been given was un-
signed. Sierras asked for the
statement, and placing it on the
limousine, signed it.

The meeting ended with Hag-
erty's promise that he would
give the president the statement.

The motorcade then proceeded
back-to Fontana where the Kai-
ser local's soup kitchen had been
kept open past its normal clos-
ing time to feed the steel work-
ers.

The motorcade was a genuine
expression of the militancy
which has been growing in the
ranks of the steel workers in the
arca since the
strike began. Generally, the
strikers hate Taft-Hartley and
feel that their union is in real
danger of being mutilated. They
believe it would be best to stay
on the picket lines until an hon-
orable settlement is made. This
feeling of determination has be-
gun to find expression in the
leadership of the local unions
and led to the motorcade pro-
posal by officers of Local 2058.

International officials were
cool to the proposal, and they

Calendar
Of Events

NEW YORK

"The Courts and Juvenile De-
linquency.” Speaker: Scott K.
Gray, Jr., Independent-Socialist
candidate for Attorney General
in the 1958 New York elections.
Fri,, Oct. 23, 8:30 p.m., 116 Uni-
versity Place (near Union
Square). Auspices: Militant La-
bor Forum. Contribution $1.

worked behind the scenes to
confine the demonstration to Lo-
cal 2058. In spite of this, top
officers and members of three
other locals — 1414, 2869 and
5726 decided to join the
motorcade. President Merle
Johnson of the latter local and
a well-known figure in Steel-
worker circles here also par-
ticipated. The combined mem-
bership of the participating lo-
cals exceeds 11,000.

NEGRO VOTING

Numerous counties in the
South totally exclude Negroes
from voting, says Margaret
Price in a recent-study for the
Southern Regional Council. For
instance, 82% of the population
of Lowndes County, Ala., is Ne-
gro, but there are no Negro
voters.

Detroit

Pickets

Score T-H Use
In Steel Strike

By Jim

Avery

DETROIT, Oct. 10 — The Detroit News, largest daily
paper here, got a big surprise when it sampled opinion
among striking Steelworkers at the two major steel

plants, Great Lakes and Mc-#
Louth, on Eisenhower's move to
invoke ®he Taft-Hartley Act
against the steel union.

Not one favorable comment
could the News report in its tour
of the picket lines and union
halls last night.

In spite of the pinch felt by
many on the eighty-eighth day
of their strike, strikers’ com-
ments on Eisenhower ranged
from “spineless” to “big brother
to big steel.”

Frank Scarford, a picket cap-
tain at Great Lakes, had this to
say: “Just when we have the
steel companies on the ropes, the
president has to do a dirty thing
like that.” :

William Galligan, father of
four, answered, “I'm 100 per cent
behind the union. Eisenhower
pulled a dirty trick on the or-
dinary working man by forcing
him to go to work against his
wishes.”

John Sadvery, president of
Local 1299 at Great Lakes, ac-
cused the president of being a
strikebreaker and a tool of big
business.

Edward McNamara, USW field
representative in the Bay City-
Saginaw area, contacted by
phone, asserted, “Evéry man in
the plants is united in his de-
termination not to give up the
benefits in our contract.”

At McLouth, picket William
Davidson, father of three boys,
blamed Eisenhower for giving in
to big-business pressure to
stockpile steel again. He con-
cluded, “Now ask me, why did
he wait so long to use ’t‘he Taft-
Hartley law?"

Fellow picket, Dorwin Bitely,
a scrap handler, asserted that
“nine out of ten men figure
they're getting a raw deal from
Eisenhower. You can beét nobody
is going to break his néck for
the companies if he is forced
back on the job.”

James Smith, a bricklayer’s
helper at McLouth, was con-
tacted on the phone while do-
ing night duty at Local 2659
union hall. “It would be a hell-

uva shame if we stayed out 90
days or so and then have to go
back without a contract, I doubt
if the companies will get 30 days
production out of this 80-day
cooling-off period,” he stated.

While these reactions may
have surprised the News, they
demonstrate the seriousness
with which the rank and file of
the steel union view the com-
panies’ assault on their working
conditions and wage standards.
“Better to stay out until we
win,”” has been the opinion
voiced by many union members
who have found it necessary to
appeal to the local union welfare
committees for help.

A state survey this week
shows relief rolls rising in Lin-
coln Park, River Rouge, Ecorse
and other down-river commun-
ities, where three-fourths of the
Steelworkers live. In these same
suburbs business volume is down
15 to 25 per cent.

The strength of these con-
victions becomes all the clearer
if the handling of the strike by
District 29 leaders and local of-
ficials is taken into account. De-
cisions about strike policy are
made in the district office with
the cooperation of a few top
local officers. No weekly or daily
strike bulletin is circulated
among the members, Union
meetings have been suspended
for the duration of the strike.
Shop committeemen, although
technically members -of the
strike committees, are as poorly
informed as any member about
developments.

The main burden of the strike
falls on the volynteers who make
up the local union welfare com-
mittees and the round-the-clock
duty-men at the halls. The wel-
fare committees have secured
the cooperation of County Wel-
fare, many creditors, landlords
and local judges in tiding over
insolvent members.

In addition, the district has
been allocated $14,000 of the
UAW strike donation to distrib-
ute for meat and milk in the
neediest cases.

Auto Convention Sidelights

It's a Joke Son: In discussing
the combined political action
and legislative program resolu-
tions, one of the delegates re-
marked that he felt like the
mosquito who had wandered
into the midst of a mnudist
colony: He hardly knew where
to begin!

Freudian Slip: In his speech to
the convention, Senator John F.
Kennedy, self-proclaimed
“friend” of labor flayed the Re-
publican anti-labor politicians.
“Their real view of the working
man and his rights,” he asserted,
“can be wrilten into the scene
and the statute books of the
states from which (slip) Mr. Mec-
Clellan, Mr. Goldwater, Mr.
Mundt, Mr. Curtis and Mr.
Capehart come. Each one of
their four states has written into
the statute books a right-to-
work law.”

Reuther’s staff obligingly
eliminated the name of Senator
McClellan in the published
transcript of Kennedy's speech.
In the interest of truth it must
be said that McClellan belongs
just where Kennedy inadvert-
ently placed him. Proof? From
an interview published in the
Oct. 10, 1958 issue of U. S. News
and World Report: '

“Q. Are you for or against
‘right-to-work’ laws?”

“A. (McClellan) I believe in
States.rights. I believe a State
should have the right to enact
those laws. And I don’t know
but that some day I may favor a
federal ‘right-to-work’ law. We
have a ‘right-to-work’
my State, and I support it.”

Not Wanted: A printed leaflet
distributed to convention dele-
gates by the Otterburn Unit of
Chevralet Local 659 entitled,
“No Forum for Political Finks,”
read: “The Taft-Hartley law
busted the union al Kohler. The
Landrum-Griffin-Kennedy  bill
will be used to smash many more
strikes and unions. No one in his
right mind would invite Hartley
to address this convention. Why
have our officers invited the
supporters and drafters of the
Landrum-Griffin-Kennedy bill?
Have we grown so muscle-bound

law in|.

1702 E. 4th St. AN 9-4953 or WE 5-

By Tom Kerry

between our ears that we cannot
distinguish between friend or
foe? Or is it that we do not give
a damn any more about scabs on
picket lines or in Congress?”

Equal Time: The resolution on
Federal, State and Local Legis-
lation adopted by the convention
urges an “amendment to the
Federal Communications Act to
require TV and radio licensees to
set aside equal free time for
federal, state and local candi-
dates of all bona fide political
parties.”

White Man's Burden: It is
high time that unions holding
conventions at Atlantic City
lodged a vigorous protest against
the practice of healthy human
beings being propelled up and
down the boardwalk by other
human beings. The sight of two
fat slobs being pushed along the
walk by an old man scarcely
able to navigate induces a feel-
ing of acute nausea.

Convention Highlight: One of
the highlights of the convention
was the concert by Marian An-
derson sponsored by the UAW
for the delegates and guests of
the convention. It was a wholly
delightful evening. Miss Ander-

son sang beautifully to a packed
theater rented especially for the
occasion and received a standing
ovation after her rendition of the
spiritual: “He's Got the Whole
World in His Hands.”

Atlantic City Pitchmen:
Through some psychological
quirk some people are unable to
resist the spiel of a pitchman.
Watched one selling household
gadgets. He sliced his way
through three pineapples, chop-
ped two heads of cabbage and
mangled various other vegeta-
bles. Four indispensable items
for the *“ridiculous” price of one
dollar — and only one to a cus-
tomer, if you please. Heard the
husband of one woman hugging
her purchase say: “But you have
all of those gadgets at home,
dear!”” “I know,” she replied,
“but I can’t resist a bargain.”
The same gadgets by the pitch-
men on 14th Street in New York
— fifty-seven cents — no limit.

It's No Joke: Delegate com-
menting on labor's electoral
“victories” told the story of a
Frenchman who said: “We
fought two wars and won —
God help us if we win another
one!”

Local Directory

BOSTON
Boston Labor Forum, 295 Hunting-
ton Ave.,, Room 200.

CHICAGO
Socialist Workers Party,
Adams, DE 2-9736.
CLEVELAND
Socialist Workers Party 10609 Su-
perior Ave., Room 301, SW 1.1818.
Open Wednesday nights 7 to 9,
The Militant, P.O. Box 1904, Uni-
versity Center Station, Cleveland 6,
Obio.

777 W.

DETROIT
Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood-
ward. TEmple 1-6135.
LOS ANGELES
Forum Hall and’'Modern Book Shop,

9238.
MILWAUKEE
150 East Juneau Ave.
MINNEAPOLIS

Socialist Workers Party, 322 Hen-

nepin Ave, 2nd floor. Open noon to
6 P.M. daily excent Sundays.
NEWARK
Newark Labor Forum,
Newark. N.J.
NEW YORK CITY
Militant Labor Forum, 116 Univer-
sity Place, AL 5-7852,
OAKLAND - BERKELEY
P.O. Box 341, Berkeley 1, Calif,
PHILADELPHIA
Militant Labor Forum and Socialist
Workers Party, 1303 W. Girard Ave.
Lectures and discussions every Sature
day, 8 P.M,, followed by open house
Call PO 3.5820.
SAN FRANCISCO
The Militant, 1145 Polk St., Rm. 4.
Sat. 11 AM. to 3 P.M. Phone PR 6-
7296; if no answer, VA 4.2321.
SEATTLE
1412—18th. Avenue, EA 2-5554. Li.
brary, bookstore.
ST. LOUIS
For information phone MO 4-7194.

Box 361,



