
National Negro Labor Council Projected
Hope to Step Up Battle 
On Jim Crow Practices 
In Trade Union Bodies

By George B reilm an
D E TR O IT  — Negro union members should and w i l l  

fo rm  a nationa l Negro Labor Council to fig h t fo r  equa lity  
in  and through the union movement, A  .P h ilip  Randolph 
to ld  the N A A C P  convention in  J u ly , and the A F L-C IO  
convention in  September.

The need fo r such an organization was dramatized 
at the A F L-C IO  convention when president George 
Meany, angered by Randolph’s attack on segregation 
practices in  A F L-C IO  unions, snarled: “ W ho in  the hell 
appointed you as the guardian of a ll the Negroes ir, 
Am erica?”

Its  fo rm ation  would q u ick ly  show w hether Negro 
unionists agree w ith  Meany or w ith  Randolph on this 
question.

According to one report, the proposed Negro Labor 
Council w i l l  be founded at a nationa l convention to be 
held in  D e tro it next A p r il.  I f  true, th is w i l l  be appropri­
ate because i t  is being patterned a fte r an already existing 
local group, the Trade Union Leadership Council, which 
Randolph tw ice  th is year has visited, spoken at and 
praised.

The TU LC  has been operating fo r tw o  or three years 
as a group of Negro unionists, m a in ly  from  the United 
A u tq  W orkers union and m a in ly  from  the secondary 
leadership of local unions. I t  has concerned itse lf ch ie fly  
w ith  in te rna l union m atters, bu t also has engaged in  se­
lecting  Negro candidates fo r pub lic  office and lin in g  up 
labor endorsement fo r them; help ing to support c iv il- 
righ ts  fights like  the Asbury H ow ard case and im prison­
m ent of tw o  Monroe, N.C. ch ild ren; p lay ing  a lim ite d  role 
in  the N AAC P, etc.

Its  influence has been grow ing steadily. In  August 
i t  was able to m uster six-seven hundred people at s 
testim onia l d inner fo r Horace Sheffield, its  executive 
d irector. Inside the union movement i t  is increasingly 
recognizcd — and welcomed or resented — as the spokes­
man fo r active Negro members of local unions.

Sheffield, a member of Ford U A W  Local 600 now 
serving on the COPE staff of U A W  headed by Roy Reu- 
ther, and TU LC  president Robert Battle , also of Local 
600, are both counted as supporters of the Reuther leader­
ship in the UAW . B u t not vice versa — tha t is, the Reu- 
th c r leadership takes a ve ry  reserved a ttitude  tow ard the 
TULC, and is reported to be irr ita te d  by some of its 
activ ities.

“ I t  is a w e ll known fact,”  w rote Nadine Brown, labor 
reporte r fo r the local edition of the P ittsbu rgh  Courier 
and a vice president of TU LC , “ tha t some uneasy feelings 
have been created by the fo rm ation  of the Trade Union 
Leadership Council. There are those w ith in  the labor 
m ovem ent who feel tha t there should be no Negro or-, 
ganization w ith in  the union, and such a move on the part 
o f Negroes has been thé subject o f much controversy 
among the top brass.”

H er a rtic le  was en titled , “ Is He W ith  Us, Or A g ’in 
Us?”  — “ he”  being U A W  president W a lte r Reuther, who 
had fa iled  to send a telegram  greeting the Sheffield 
dinner, a lthough some other U A W  leaders were present.

And the M ichigan Chronicle, a Negro paper whose 
editors are ve ry  fr ie n d ly  w ith  the Reuther leadership, 
noted in  an ed ito ria l at the tim e  of the Sheffie ld dinner: 
“ I t  is one of those ‘inevitab le  reactions’ in  the U nited 
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Just a Holiday Speech 
Or an Appeal to Asia?

By D aniel Roberts
In  his speech in Peking, on the lenth anniversary of 

the Chinese Revolution, Khrushchev said a few  things 
that should help rank-and-file m ilitan ts  in the Communist
parties of Asia, A frica  and La tin *- 
Am erica in  th e ir figh t fo r  a 
revo lu tionary-soc ia lis t c o u r s e  
against the opportunism  o f th e ir 
pa rty  leaders.

“ The heroic and industrious 
people o f China, led by the ir 
g lorious Com m unist Party , have 
shown w hat can be achieved by 
the people when they take pow ­
er in to  th e ir own hands,”  said 
Khrushchev. “ In  our tim e  many 
countries have r id  themselves 
[o f] colonial dependence. H aving 
inherited  a backw ard economy, 
the people o f these countries are 
looking  fo r ways and means to 
b ring  th e ir countries from  back­
wardness to the broad road of 
independent development, of 
economic and cu ltu ra l progress.
They have tw o ways to choose 
from : the w ay o f cap ita lis t and 
the way of Socialist develop­
ment.

“ In  an e ffo rt to breathe new 
life  in to  the senile cap ita lis t sys­
tem, the enemies of communism 
like  to say th a t the so-called p r i­
vate enterprise provides a better 
poss ib ility  fo r self-expression 
and yields be tte r results.

“ However, even a simple com­
parison o f the rates o f develop­
m ent of the countries fo llow ing  
the cap ita lis t road w ith  the rates 
o f developm ent of the Socialist 
countries shows paten tly  where 
the people are able better to dis­
p lay th e ir creative ab ilities — 
under the Socialist system or the 
capita lis t.

“ No profound study is neces­
sary here: L ife  itse lf shows the 
great advantages o f socialism.
There is no stopping the sw ift 
developm ent o f the Socialist 
countries and th is  is g iv ing  the 
creeps to the cap ita lis t ch ie f­
tains.

“ They acknowledge th a t the

s w ift developm ent o f industry , 
ag ricu ltu re  and cu ltu re  in  the 
great People’s China is having a 
great im pact on the countries of 
Asia and A frica . This example 
can cause the oth«r nations to 
em ulate i t  'in  order to achieve 
the same great progress, w h ile  
the enemies o f socialism watch 
i t  w ith  fear and apprehension 
fo r the fate o f capitalism .

“ Now a ll the peoples recog­
nize the achievement o f the C h i­
nese people, o f the Communist 
P arty  of China. The peoples of 
Asia and A frica  see in  w ha t way 
and under w ha t system the ta l­
ents and the creative forces of 
the peoples can be tru ly  de­
veloped to the fu ll,  when a peo­
ple can demonstrate the en tire  
depth and scope o f its  pow erfu l 
creative energy.”

Refutes Stalinism

This line  o f approach — tha t 
the peoples o f Asia and A frica  
w il l  find  th e ir true  libe ra tion  
from  economic backwardness 
through adopting socialist-type 
property forms — goes d irec tly  
counter to the schcma p ro ­
pounded by the Communist 
Parties, inc lud ing  the Soviet 
Com m unist P arty , from  1924 to 
th is day.

This schema held that the 
Asian, A frica n  and L a tin -A m cr- 
ican countries must firs t go 
through a stage o f cap ita lis t de­
velopment to bu ild  up th e ir in ­
dustry before the masses can 
tu rn  to socialist solutions o f th e ir 
own problems. A ccord ingly, the 
task of the Cornmunist parties 
in  the colonial areas was to help 
b ring  the so-called “ progress­
ive ” ’ “ a n ti-im pe ria lis t”  bour-
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Role of Labor in Politics 
Key Issue at Auto Parley
Govt Seeks to Break Steel Strike
T-H Injunction 
Would Assist 
Attack on Union

B y A lex  H arte
Eisenhower's use of a Taft- 

Hartley injunction against the 
Steelworkers would constitute 
unadulterated s t r i k ebreaking. 
This supposedly impartial "pres­
ident of all the people" has help­
ed the steel barons throughout 
the strike. He did not invoke the 
T-H  injunction at the beginning 
because Big Steel's strategy for 
over a year was to provoke a 
strike and attempt to cut down 
the union.

For th is the steel monopolists 
stockpiled the greatest inven­
tories in  the h is to ry  o f the in ­
dustry. Now tha t 13 weeks have 
passed and the inventories are 
low, the corporations u tilize  
th e ir stooge in  the W hite  House 
to force the steel w orkers to 
replenish company supplies.

Labor should defy and smash 
T a ft-H a rtley . B u t D av id  J. M c­
Donald, president o f the U nited 
Steelworkers union, is not a 
John L. Lew is, who defied and 
w h i p p e d  governm ent s tr ik e ­
breaking even du ring  w artim e. 
McDonald has promised in  ad­
vance th a t he w il l  honor the 
80-day slave-labor order fo r ha lf 
a m illio n  Steelworkers.

The Steelworkers’ offic ia ls and 
the A FL-C IO  leadership appar­
en tly  w il l  confine themselves to 
deploring Eisenhower’s d i r t y  
w ork  fo r the corporations and 
to going through the motions of 
a legal argum ent against the in ­
junction.

W hen T -H  was passed the in ­
junc tion  was explained as p ro ­
v id ing  a “ cooling off period” 
w hich m igh t avert strikes. But 
in  th is case there is no question 
of averting  a s trike  — i t  has 
been on fo r 13 weeks.

N or w il l  i t  “ cool o ff” the Steel­
workers. On the contrary, i t  w il l  
burn them up considerably to 
be forced to scab on themselves. 
A ll the in junc tion  accomplishes 
is w ha t the steel barons w ant 
■ accomplished —  replenishm ent 
of d w in d lin g  inventories.

In  app ly ing  to the courts fo r 
the in junc tion  Eisenhower has 
to c la im  th a t the s tr ike  jeopar­
dizes the na tion ’s health and 
wfclfare. For a ll the good i t  w il l  
do, union attorneys w il l  contest 
this m anifest lie  by po in ting  out 
that 13% o f the na tion ’s steel 
producers are not struck, tha t 
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“Cast O ff T h at L in e ! ”

"Aye, aye, sir! But who'd think a rope could be that heavy . . ." Straining to release hawser 
as ocean liner prepares to leave New York dock, three men find unaccustomed job some­
what tricky. East ¿oast and Gulf longshoremen, on strike, forced companies to mobilize office 
help and administrative personnel in attempt to keep passenger ships on schedule. Just how do 
you heave away without smudging your shirt and spoiling ihe crease in your trousers?

Eisenhower Swings T-H Axe 
At Striking East, Gulf Dockers

But Little Chance Seen 
For Free Discussion of 
Need for Labor Party

By Tom K erry
OCTOBER 8 — Judging by advance indications, 

po litics w i l l  be the m a jo r theme at the A F L-C IO  U n ited  
A utom obile  W orkers seventeenth constitu tiona l conven­
tion  opening in  A tla n tic  C ity

By L illia n  K iezel

OCT. 8 —  Eisenhower moved 
swiftly this week to obtain a 
Taft-Hartley injunction against 
the striking International Long­
shoremen's Association. For the 
fourth time in 12 years this 
union-busting law is scheduled 
for use against the longshore­
men.

Eisenhower began action yes­
terday because the strike , he 
said, w ould  “ im peril the na­
tiona l health and safety”  and 
affect the flow  o f “ necessary 
perishable products, includ ing  
food . . .”

W hat food emergency has the 
week-old s trike  created? Eisen­
hower cannot say. Because there 
is no emergency.

The United States, world's la r­
gest food exporter, has enor­
mous stockpiles of food from 
farm surpluses. The only perish­
able food awaiting entry in ­
volves such items as bananas.

The president is using the “ na­
tiona l emergency”  plea as a

cover to in tervene in the strike  
as an agent of the shipping ty ­
coons.

The Justice Departm ent has 
already prepared an 80-day in ­
junction  although the law  s tipu ­
lates that no legal action can be 
taken u n til a report has been 
subm itted to a “ fact find ing ” 
board.

The strike of 70,000 dockers 
that has tied up shipping along 
the entire Atlantic and Gulf 
Coasts was triggered by an at­
tempt on the part of the Ship­
ping Association to split the 
union.

The employers offered a 30- 
cent package agreement, condi­
tional on the un ion ’s acceptance 
o f boss contro l o f automation. 
(A utom ation on the docks has 
caused considerable unem ploy­
ment.) The union is demanding 
a 50-cent package agreement 
w ith  the proviso tha t insta lla tion  
o f a ll new autom ation be sub­
jec t to jo in t union-management 
agreement.

Because the Southern dock 
workers get low er wages than 
th e ir N orthern  un ion brothers 
(who receive a base pay of 
$2.80 an hour), they asked fo r an 
across-the-board wage boost.

The union agreed to extend 
the contract (scheduled to ex ­
pire Oct. 1) u n til Oct. 15 on the 
condition tha t a ll wage increases 
be retroactive. The New Y ork 
Shipping Association agreed to 
th is bu t G u lf Coast employers 
refused to go along. Local 1418 
and 1419 in New Orleans struck 
on m idn igh t Oct. 1 and the rest 
o f the dockers fo llow ed suit.

The N orthern  bosses shouted 
“ bad fa ith ”  at the union and 
are th reaten ing su it against the 
IL A  fo r protecting its Southern 
contingent through un ited -fron t 
action.

One IL A  leader said: " It was 
evident since the start . . . 
that the IL A  wanted a contract 
and the shipping companies 
wanted a Taft-Hartley injunc­
tion."

th is week.
The on ly pre-convention press 

release issued by the U AW  In ­
ternationa l Executive Board 
p inpoints the  1960 presidential 
election as a year o f decision. I t  
announces tha t no less than five 
prospective c a n d i d a t e s  have 
been inv ited  to address the c6n- 
vention.

Two are Republicans, Nixon 
and Rockefeller, who begged off 
pleading p r i o r  engagements. 
Three Democrats, Senators Ken­
nedy, Symington and Humph­
rey, have accepted.

A long  w ith  the release was a 
copy of the le tte r to N ixon  ex ­
p la in ing  w h y  the inv ita tions  
were being extended. “ The U AW  
believes,”  says the le tte r, “ tha t 
in  these c ritica l times the fu lle s t 
expression o f 'ideas and e x ­
change o f points o f v iew  on the 
great issues con fron ting  the 
people of Am erica and the  free 
w o rld  is necessary i f  we are to 
be equal to m eeting the cha l­
lenge in  the w o rld  and bring ing  
to fu lfil lm e n t the promises at 
home.

“ Therefore,”  the le tte r con­
tinues, “ the U AW , in  keeping 
w ith  our trad itiona l and strong 
conviction th a t a ll points of 
v iew  should be heard, is offering 
the p la tfo rm  o f its convention to 
the leaders o f both the Democra­
tic  and Republican parties.”

By what feat of mental gym­
nastics the Reuther leadarship 
concludes that "all points of 
view" are encompassed by the 
tweedledee-tweedledum political 
hacks of the two capitalist par­
ties is beyond our ken .

I f  the experience o f the past 
period has taught the Am erican 
workei'S anyth ing  i t  is tha t fo l­
low ing the advice and g iv ing  
support to candidates o f the 
boss-controlled parties has led to 
an unending series o f disasters 
fo r the labor movement.

In  summ ing up the results of 
the 1958 election, in  w h ich  the 
union leaders boasted one of la ­
bor’s greatest victories, E le c tr i­
cal W orkers President James 
Carey declared: A no ther such 
v ic to ry  w i l l  k i l l  us!

The auto w orkers m eeting in  
convention have m any serious 
problems to consider: Au tom a­
tio n  and the shorter w o rk  week; 
speedup and w o rk in g  conditions

Did Sen. Kennedy 
Like Lily-White 
Welcome in South?

W hen Sen. Kennedy speaks 
to the U AW  convention, 
someone should ask h im  w hat 
he plans to do about the w ay 
Mrs. K a tie  E. W ickham , pres­
ident o f the N ational B eauty 
C u ltu ris ts  League, was tre a t­
ed in Louisiana.

Mrs. W ickham  was inv ited  
to a Young Democrats’ break­
fast meeting to make plans to 
welcome Kennedy to Lou is i­
ana. The te legram  was signed 
by Gov. Long, Congressman 
Boggs and New Orleans 
M ayor Schiro.

Mrs. W ickham  accepted and 
w ent to the hote l fo r the a f­
fa ir. When the m eeting s ta rt­
ed it  was discovered she was 
a Negro. A ll  proceedings 
stopped and she was asked to 
leave, w hich she d id  under 
protest.

on the job ; unem ploym ent and 
the ris ing  cost o f liv in g ; etc., etc. 
Because the U A W  three-year, 
contract does not exp ire  u n t i l  
1961 the top brass may succeed 
in shunting these m atters aside 
to make tim e fo r the w in d y  
speeches o f Republican and 
Democratic presidentia l hope­
fuls.

I f  the UAW  delegates can 
break through this sound barrier 
to discuss labor's only real al­
ternative to the bankrupt policy 
of supporting "friends" for pub­
lic office — the formation of an 
independent labor party to run 
labor candidates in 1960 —  the 
time w ill not be altogether 
wasted.

In  a special convention issue, 
the Searchlight, newspaper o f 
F lin t Chevrolet Local 659, calls 
fo r a labor party. I t  h its  the 
phony argum ent th a t “ N ow  is 
not the tim e.”  I f  i t  had been 
started 10 years ago, the paper 
declares, a labor pa rty  could pu t 
up a pow erfu l show ing in  1960. 
It remains to be seen w hether 
delegates ho ld ing  th is  v iew  v / i l l  
manage to get past the gavel 
Reuther w ie lds fo r the Demo­
crats.

Placement Laws Choke Off School Integration
By George Lavan

That this year's school open­
ings were marked by relatively 
little anti-integration violence 
is regarded by many Northern 
newspapers as a sign of pro­
gress. Such, however, is not the 
case.

Aside from  the ineffectual 
and q u ick ly  dispersed demon­
stra tion by sonic 200 L itt le  
Rock w h ite  supremacists and 
the arrest of dynam iters in  
August, i t  is true  tha t the be­
g inn ing  of the school year was 
re la tive ly  calm. B u t the reason 
is tha t ha rd ly  any new deseg­
regation took place.

This year marked the lowest 
point fo r school desegregation 
since the Supreme C ourt de­
cision o f May 1954. O nly 15 
new d is tric ts  desegregated. The 
in tegra tion  in a ll these d is tric ts  
was token, in vo lv in g  about 130 
Negro children.

Moreover, almost ha lf were 
ch ild ren  of U.S. m ilita ry  per­
sonnel at m ilita ry  insta lla tions; 
and three school d is tric ts  faced 
loss o f federal funds unless

they furn ished these children 
w ith  desegregated schools.

Thus o f the 25 Negro c h il­
dren affected by F lorida 's “ com­
p liance”  w ith  the Supreme 
C ourt’s school decision, 21 are 
at the A ir  Base E lem entary 
School at N aranja and the other 
fou r at Orchard V illa  Elemen- 
ary School in M iam i

"Changing Neighborhood"

Orchard V illa  school was 
chosen because i t  is in a 
“ changing”  neighborhood. Less 
than tw o dozen w h ite  children 
are enrolled there and state o f­
ficials are encouraging whites 
to move from  the area w hich 
is expected to become all Negro 
ve ry  shortly. This w il l  w ipe 
out the “ in teg ra tion ”  at the 
school.

The drastic decline in the 
number of districts undertaking 
school desegregation can be 
seen in the figures for the six 
years since the Supreme Court's 
decision: the first two years,
450; third year, 270; fourth

year, GO; fifth year, 20: this 
year 15.

F ive Deep South states — 
Alabama, Georgia,- Louisiana, 
M ississippi and South Carolina 
—  have not integrated a single 
Negro child.

F ive m id-South states — A r ­
kansas, N orth  Carolina, Ten­
nessee and V irg in ia  — plus 
F lorida, w h ich  geographically, 
though not socially, is Deep 
South, have token in tegration. 
This means tha t of approx i­
m ately 964,000 Negro school 
ch ild ren  in these states less 
than 400 are actua lly  in  rac ia l­
ly  m ixed schools.

There are 2,881 school d is­
tr ic ts  w hich should have been 
affected by the Supreme C ourt’s 
desegregation decision. T il l  now 
(in ly  749 have introduced any 
degree of desegregation w ha t­
soever. These are m ostly in  the 
border states and D is tric t of 
Columbia. Even here much of 
the compliance is token.

Inadequate, as the in tegration 
in the border states is, i t  can 
lead to fu r th e r in tegra tion  —

w ith in  the lim its  of housing 
segregation and thfe supplemen­
ta ry  prejudice of offcials, which 
even in N orthern states keeps 
many Negro ch ildren from  fu ll 
in tegration.

But ihe token integration in 
the mid-South states is avow­
edly designed and consciously 
applied to prevent the carrying 
out of the Supreme Court's 
school decision by a transparent 
pretense of compliance.

A ny illusions tha t th is token 
in tegration, advocated by such 
Southern “ moderates”  and l ib ­
erals as Gov. Lu the r Hodges of 
N orth  Carolina and Gov. Leroy 
Collins o f F lorida, w il l  grad­
u a lly  transform  the J im  Crow 
school system should be dis­
pelled by the figures.

Four m id-South states — A r ­
kansas, N orth  Carolina, Ten­
nessee and V irg in ia  —  have had 
token in tegration fo r one or 
more years. The increase in 

i those states o f the num ber of 
Negro ch ildren in m ixed classes 
th is year over last year is only 
136 from  a ll sources —  in tegra­

tion  o f new districts, increase 
in  admittances to previously 
desegregated schools and the 
progress o f grade-a-year plans.

As can be seen, th is increase 
does not even keep pace w ith  
the na tu ra l increase o f popula­
tion. Moreover, i f  the “ moder­
ate”  po litic ians have th e ir way, 
th is desegregation w il l  come to 
a ha lt when every d is tr ic t has 
its  t in y  handfu l of integrated 
Negro students who can be d is­
played in court cases as “ e v i­
dence”  of in tegration.

The legal subterfuge w orked 
out by these “ moderates”  is 
the Pupil Placement Law  w hich 
authorizes the local school 
board or a state board to as­
sign each and every pup il to  a 
specific school.

U nder th is law , unless par­
ents apply fo r  reassignment, 
pup ils  au tom atica lly  continue 
in th e ir present segregated 
schools. Applications fo r  reas­
signm ent are supposedly con­
sidered by the board on the 
basis o f sociology, psychology,

etc —  on every basis except 
tha t o f racia l d iscrim ination .

Since the boards are compos­
ed of white supremacists they 
make their assignments on Jim  
Crow principles save for a m in­
imum number of Negro stu­
dents needed as legal camou­
flage.

Here is how  Col. W. T. Joy­
ner, one o f the authors o f the 
law  in N orth  Carolina, describ­
ed its “ m erits”  at the tw e n ty - 
th ird  annual conventon o f tha t 
state’s Bar Association:

“ I  do not hesitate to advance 
m y personal opinion and i t  is 
tha t the admission o f less than  
one per cent, fo r example, one- 
tenth  of one per cent, of Negro 
ch ild ren  to schools thereto fore 
attended on ly  by w h ite  ch il­
dren, is a sm all price to pay 
fo r the continued operation of 
our pub lic  schools. . . . One o f 
the nightm ares w h ich  besets 
me on a restless n ig h t is th a t 
I  am in  a federal court a t­
tem pting  to defend a school 
board in  its re jection of a trans- 

(Continued on T'age 4)



Page Two T H E  M I L I T A N T Monday, October 12, 1959

What I Saw When I Visited 
Trujillo's “ Land of Progress”

By Trent H u tter
When I recently visited the 

Dominican Republic, I  was im ­
pressed by the swarm of soldiers 
and police in Ciudad Trujillo, 
the capital. Generalissimo Dr. 
Rafael L. Trujillo Molina, "Ben­
efactor and Father of the New 
Fatherland" — the dictator's 
official title — has over 25,000 
men under arms. His air force 
includes bombers and 50 jet 
fighters, his navy 19 modern 
corvettes. Most of the automo­
biles I  saw in the quiet newer 
sections of the city belonged to 
6rmy and police officials.

C ivilians are barred from  the 
“ m ilita ry  zone”  behind the p ink  
m arb le  N ational Palace. None­
theless, before being stopped by 
a guard, I ventured fa r enough 
to catch a glimpse o f the ground 
floor o f a b ig tw o-floo r garage 
where tanks stood ready in  case 
o f revo lt.

T he  Generalissimo has con­
centrated in  his hands not only 
m ilita ry  and po litica l bu t also 
economic power. The T ru jil lo  
fa m ily  trus t controls decisive 
sectors of agricu lture; industry  
6nd commerce. Thus, 11 among 
thd 14 sugar centers belong to 
t'tie “ Benefactor,”  whose ho ld ­
ings amount, i t  is believed, to 
$500,000,000. Besides sugar, T ru ­
j i l lo  controls shipping, fishing, 
the salt mines, the capita l c ity ’s 
wholesale meat market.

Many Dominican farm work­
ers and small farmers earn -less 
than $1 a day. The average year­
ly  per capita income is about 
$218 in the Dominican Republic, 
$500 in Puerto Rico, $347 in 
Cuba, $252 in Jamaica, $98 (!) in  
Haiti. Nowhere iri the Carib­
bean, with the exception of 
wretched Haiti, is the average 
income so low as in Trujillo's so- 
called "Land of Progress."

Oppression, in tim ida tion , spy­
ing, to rtu re  and m urder are in ­
dispensable to the system. U n­
doubtedly, T ru ji l lo ’s d ic ta to r­
ship is one o f the most cruel of 
a ll times. But of course, a police 
state tha t has been able to stay 
in  power fo r 29 years is not 
based upon te rro r alone.

Gives a Few Concessions

The “ Benefactor”  combines 
thfe most vicious te rro r, the d e ­
gradation of the ind iv idua l, w ith  
a few  concessions to the masses. 
The D om inican people live  in  
great poverty ; b u t i t  is- certain 
tha t th e ir poverty  was even 
greater before 1930; pub lic 
hea lth  and other social services 
have been im proved; slums 
cleared.

Between 1930 and 1954, the 
Generalissimo d is tribu ted  1,135,- 
217 acres o f land among tenant 
farm ers, owners o f ve ry  small 
farms, and w orkers o f the sugar 
plantations. Land d is tribu tion  
has continued since then, b rin g ­
ing  h im  a measure o f support 
from  the peasants. Yet, T ru jil lo ’s I

“ land re fo rm ”  is not suffic ient 
to make the farm ers prosperous.

Some 76% o f the 2,500,000 
Dominicans live  in  ru ra l areas, 
dw e lling  m ostly in  m iserable 
wooden one- or tw o-room  huts, 
a table and a few  chairs the ir 
only fu rn itu re . They, sleep in 
hammocks or on straw  mats on 
the floor, frequen tly  cook th e ir 
meager meals on an open char­
coal fire  and have to fetch w ater 
from  wells or rivers.

Most exports (95%) come from  
plantations and farms, above all 
the “ big fo u r” : sugar, coffee, 
cocoa, tobacco. A g ricu ltu re  and 
industry  have made some pro ­
gress since 1930; bu t in  tha t very 
fe rtile  country less than 4.000 of 
9,900 square m iles o f arable land 
are under cu ltiva tion .

The Republic ’s trade balance 
is favorable, im ports being 
sm aller than Exports because 
most Dominicans do not have 
enough money to buy im ported 
goods.

C lo th ing  is o f the most modest 
q u a lity  and style, eveti in  the 
beau tifu l capital, where the 
stores are poor and unattractive, 
except fo r show stores which 
resemble those in  the U.S., and 
“ A rtes Dominicanas,”  w h e r e  
tourists m ay buy splendid ex­
amples o f D om inican a rtcra ft.

In  spite o f the governm ent’s 
d rive  against illite racy , 27% o f 
the Republic’s population s til l 
cannot read and w rite . There 
are on ly  8,000 telephones, about 
40,000 radios; and the newspa­
pers together have a c ircu la tion  
of about 60,000. C u ltu ra l life  is 
stagnant. The on ly  Dom inican 
un ive rs ity  has 3,000 students, 
w h ile  the U n ive rs ity  o f Puerto 
Rico — one o f five in  tha t small 
■island country — has 14,000. The 
Catholic Church backs the T ru ­
j i l lo  ty ranny.

Regime's Opponents

The Am erican press reports 
very l it t le  about the real under­
ground opposition in  the D om in­
ican Republic. W hile  i t  is true 
tha t petty-bourgeois in te llec­
tuals and patricians, who, a fte r 
1930, lost out to the T ru jil lo  
clan, are prom inent in  the 
clandestine resistance move­
ment, the opposition to T ru jil lo  
centers in  the sugar workers. 
The dictator thought exiled Do­
minican labor leader Mauricio 
Baez dangerous enough to have 
him kidnaped in Cuba and 
probably assassinated in 1950.

Last Ju ly , Dom inican Labor 
Secretary M arrero  died in  an 
“ autom obile accident in  the 
m ountains.”  A  h igh ly  suspicious 
death indeed, fo r  many persons 
w ho aroused T ru ji l lo ’s h o s tility  
have perished in the same m an­
ner in  the past 15 or 20 years. I t  
is qu ite  possible tha t M arrero 
had been toy ing  w ith  plans of 
fo rm ing  a new cabinet o r p la y ­
ing  the ro le of m ediator in  the

event o f the Generalissimo’s 
dow nfa ll. This w ou ld  expla in 
w hy  the d ic ta to r w anted to get 
r id  o f a close collaborator.

I t  is not true tha t M arrero  was 
a libera l, as he has sometimes 
been pictured. The In te rnationa l 
Confederation o f Free Trade 
Unions investigated thè D om in i­
can labor scene a few  years ago 
and, as a resu lt o f its probe, 
p u b lic ly  denounced Labor Sec­
re ta ry  M arrero ’s use o f slave 
labor, w h ich  he called “ w ork 
education”  —  exactly the same 
word the Nazis coined fo r forced 
labor in  th e ir concentration 
camps.

Underground Still Active

Despite the deadly efficiency 
of the d ic ta to r’s secret police 
w hich has k ille d  tw o  top op­
position leaders in  Ciudad T ru ­
j i l lo  since last January, under­
ground cells continue to fu n c ­
tion  in Dom inican cities. Theii 
connections reach w e ll in to  the 
regim e’s apparatus.

For example, they have been 
able to warn men like Nicholas 
Silfa, New York representative 
of the Dominican Revolutionary 
Party, of impending murfcler at­
tempts. Silfa, who has escaped 
thirty such attempts, warned Dr. 
Jesus de Galindez that he was 
marked for death; but unfor­
tunately, the prominent educa­
tor was unable to avoid being 
kidneped in 1956.

Visitors to the Dom inican Re­
public cannot fa il to realize tha t 
the “ Benefactor”  s til l has quite 
a few  fo llowers. The men who 
ligh t-m inded ly  staged the ad­
venturous June invasion from  
Cuba grave ly underrated T ru ­
j i l lo ’s forces and sacrificed scores 
of courageous freedom fighters 
in  an ill-p repa red  expedition 
tha t d id  no t take in to  account 
the necessity , o f firs t m ob iliz ing  
the D om inican masses against 
Ihe dictatorship. Some o f the 
guerrillas are s ti l l  alive. A p ­
parently  they are figh ting  in  the 
northern m ounta in region.

A  m ilita ry  agreement w ith  the 
D uva lie r d ic ta torsh ip  in  H a iti 
and a new arm y m obiliza tion 
indicate tha t T ru jil lo  knows his 
June v ic to ry  did no t liqu ida te  
the th rea t to his rule. B u t even 
the additional $50,000,000 he go'* 
from  the U.S. to spend on arm a­
ments cannot p revent the  con­
tagion of the Cuban revo lu tion  
from  spreading among the Do­
m inican people.

The democratic s p ir it and 
revo lu tiona ry  tra d itio n  o f the 
Dom inican Republic’s founding 
fathers of 1844, Duarte, Sanchez 
and Mella, and o f th e ir m ilita n t 
underground society “ La  T r in i­
ta r ia ” have never been com­
ple te ly  w iped out by the “ Father 
of the New Fatherland.”  The 
Dom inican revo lu tion  too, is on 
the agenda o f the great L a tin  
Am erican upsurge.

Suppose Capitalists Don't Like Status Quo?

...Khrushchev’s Peking Speech
(Continued from  Page 1) 

geoisie to pow er and support i t  
in  power.

To advocate that working 
people of the colonial countries 
“take power into their own 
hands/' as Khrushchev correctly 
says the Chinese people did, was 
long denounced by the Stalinists 
as "Trotskyism." And, in  fact, 
this program was an essential 
feature of Trotsky's theory of 
Perinanent Revolution. The Chi­
nese Revolution of 1949, and its 
great subsequent achievements, 
refuted the e n t i r e  Stalinist 
sehetna and vindicated Trotsky's 
prognoses.

In  his Peking speech, K h ru sh ­
chev scrapped the S ta lin is t 
schema o f how  colonial countries 
w ou ld  develop to socialism. (His 
speech was not fu ll-b lo w n  T ro t-

skyism, however, because he 
presented the socialist revo lu ­
tion  as the better w ay fo r Asian 
and A frica n  countries to indus­
tr ia lize  and modernize, ra ther 
than the only way, as Tro tsky 
did.)

Does K hrushchev’s s p e e c h  
mean th a t the Com m unist pa r­
ties in  Asia and A fr ica  w il l  now, 
at last, aim  fo r w orkers ’ power? 
U nfortuna te ly , no th ing  indicates 
tha t th is  is about to  happen, or 
tha t K hrushchev is even ca lling  
fo r a reassessment o f th e ir  tac­
tics.

'Coexistence'

On the contrary, K hrushchev’s 
program  o f “ peaceful coexist­
ence”  w ith  im peria lism  — w hich 
is his governing po litica l line  — 
upholds the w o rld  status quo.

In  Iraq, India, Cuba and Indo ­
nesia — to m ention on ly  a few  
areas o f the colonial w o rld  a f­
fected by the “ peaceful coexist­
ence”  line  —  the CP leaders are 
continu ing  to s e e k '“ coalitions”  
w ith  domestic cap ita lis t p o lit i­
cians. This is true  even where, 
as in  Ind ia  and Indonesia, the 
CP is under a ttack from  the cap­
ita lis t class. Recently, in  Iraq, 
the CP leaders demanded tha t 
the party  ranks subordinate 
th e ir a c tiv ity  e n tire ly  to  w ha t 
is acceptable to General Kas- 
s im ’s regime. They threatened to 
expel members who venture on 
an independent road o f struggle.

Under Khrushchev as under 
S ta lin , the Com m unist parties 
do not derive tactics from  p ro ­
gram and program  theory. S ta l­
in ism  abandoned th is  p rinc ip led  
procedure when i t  overthrew  
Leninism . In  the S ta lin is t-led  
parties tactics are derived from  
the dip lom acy pursued by the 
Soviet bureaucracy and are 
class-collaborationist in  th e ir es­
sence. Usually, the theory is then 
devised to  ra tiona lize  the tac­
tica l course.

Khrushchev's speech, how­
ever, does mark an exception. 
His programmatic pronounce­
ment — that ihe Asian and A f­
rican peoples w ill win liberation 
the quickest way through social­
ist revolution —  is at variance 
with the practice that dictates 
support to the colonial bour­
geoisie.

W hile  the CP leaders jugg le  
word and deed and seek to de­
vise some fo rm u la  or other to 
“ reconcile”  the d isparity  be­
tween the tw o  (as the Am erican 
CP leaders, fo r instance do, 
when they avow the need fo r a 
labor pa rty  bu t support the 
Democrats), m any rank-and-file  
m ilitan ts  w il l  take Khrushchev's 
Peking speech fa r more serious­
ly . They w il l  endeavor to  ex­
pose the cynicism o f th e ir lead­
ers and seek to w in  the  p a rty  
and the w o rk in g  class fo r tactics 
th a t can lead the w o rk in g  class 
to power.

B y W illia m  F. W atde  
Some 500,000 Steelworkers 

were on strike when Khrush­
chev visited the United States. 
The Soviet premier did not al­
lude to this in any of his many 
speeches. Was he merely being 
careful to avoid .irritating his 
official hosts —  or was there 
something about the steel strike 
that did not harmonize with his 
unavowed aims in the discus­
sions with Eisenhower?

There is a connection between 
the tw o events w hich is w orth  
exam ining. The men who p ro ­
duce the basic m etal fo r our 
economy Constitute the core of 
the Am erican wage workers. 
These h a lf m illio n  Americans 
w ant to  enjoy to the fu l l  the 
standard of liv in g  and the w ork- 
ng conditions tha t the capaci­

ties o f our m igh ty  industria l 
mechanism can obviously p ro ­
vide.

However, u n like  the Soviet 
;teel industry  which, thanks to 
¿he Russian Revolution, is ow n­
ed by the state, the steel plants 
n the U nited States are owned 
by g ian t corporations. They not 
only operate the m ills  bu t shut 
them down whenever the ir 
p ro fit interests dictate.

Despite th e ir enormous rev ­
enues, the  steel barons have re ­
fused to bargain in  good fa ith  
w ith  the steel union. They have 
rejected the modest demands of 
the  w orkers on the phony 
ground tha t any wage increase 
w ould stoke in fla tion. A c tu a lly  
they are out to w h ittle  down the 
improvements w on in  the m ills  
in  tough previous struggles. By 
p u tting  thfc squeeze on the Steel­
w orkers, the employers aim  to 
weaken the positions and bar­
gaining power o f the rest o f the 
labor movement.

The steel executives are acting 
this way, not because they are 
more vicious than other people, 
but because they work fo j rich 
stockholders. The mills are run 
for their profit, not for the bene­
fit of the workers or the country 
as a whole. They are conform­
ing to the economic and social 
laws of the capitalist system.

I f  the steel bosses can be so 
tough when the economy is 
booming and profits are lush, 
how w il l  they act in  a dow n­
tu rn  o r depression in  the busi­
ness cycle? This question has its 
relevance to the fundam ental 
issues invo lved in  the K hrush- 
chev-Eisenhower negotiations.

Trip's Advantages

The Soviet p rem ier exuded 
sweetness and lig h t tow ard  the 
men o f b ig  business du ring  his 
tour. The head o f the Soviet gov­
ernm ent has. every r ig h t to push 
proposals and conclude agree­
ments w hich can help ease in ­
ternationa l tensions, frus tra te  
the co ld-w ar fire-eaters, and im ­
prove the d ip lom atic  s itua tion  
of the w orkers ’ state.

Khrushchev has in  fact made 
i t  clearer to  m any Americans de­
luded by the cap ita lis t jingoes 
tha t the responsib ility  fo r  m a in ­
ta in ing  the co ld -w ar atmosphere 
is not w ith  the Soviet U nion but 
w ith  the im peria lis t profiteers 
whose po litica l representatives 
make W ashington’s fo re ign  p o l­
icy. He has put it up to them 
to change their course or suffer 
the consequences in the eyes of 
world public opinion.

B ut i t  is qu ite  another m atte r 
when Khrushchev and his echo- 
ers ta lk  as though the cap ita lis t 
state can be converted in to  a 
guardian of w o rld  peace. The 
head of the New Y o rk  Stock 
Exchange m ay swear tha t A m e r­
ican business can get along w ith ­
out w ar orders. B u t the  recent 
trem ors in  the stock m arket in ­
dicate th a t the speculators and 
investors don’t  believe tha t. W ar 
and preparations fo r w a r are 
the “ hea lth ”  of the diseased 
cap ita lis t system.

The statesmen in  W ashington 
may be forced by conditions be­
yond th e ir contro l to  change 
the ir tone and th e ir tactics a b it 
in  fo re ign  affairs. B u t wherever 
and whenever the v ita l interests 
or strategic positions o f the 
monopolists are seriously endan­
gered, they w il l  not sh rink  from  
engaging in  be lligerent actions.

The capitalist rulers can no 
more be trusted to keep peace 
on the world arena than they 
can be expected to work for 
peaceful relations between the 
classes at "home. The steel strike 
provides "clear and present" evi­
dence of their essential dispo­
sition.

Here is a m anifestation o f the 
class w ar w h ich  springs ou t of 
the antagonistic economic in te r­
ests between the owners and 
workers. Such conflicts cannot 
be w ished away; they are in h e r­
ent in  the cap ita lis t s tructure  
and w il l  persist so long as the 
monopolists possess th e ir eco­
nomic privileges and po litica l 
supremacy.

"Togetherness"

A  couple o f years ago Pres. 
M cD onald o f the S teelworkers 
union thought tha t by going on 
a g o od -ta ll ju n k e t around the 
country w ith  the head o f U.S. 
Steel a strong basis fo r peaceful 
re lations and fr ie n d ly  negotia­

You Can Trust a Good Boss

United Steelworkers Pres. David J. McDonald winks 
happily at U.S. Steel Corp. head Clifford Hook during 1956 
contract negotiations. But "peaceful coexistence" with the 
steel barons didn't last long. Steelworkers are discovering 
once again that the class struggle is a harsh reality of our 
times.

tions could be established be­
tween the tra d itio n a l antagon­
ists.

This sort o f “ togetherness”  
helped the steel bosses much 
more than the w orkers; i t  d id 
l it t le  to  prepare and equip the 
union members fo r the long and 
b itte r ba ttle  now imposed upon 
them.

There are m any differences 
between McDonald and K h ru sh ­
chev. The firs t is an Am erican 
union bureaucrat; the second is 
the chief spokesman fo r .the up ­
per crust of Soviet society. B u t 
in  th e ir dealings w ith  the mas­
ters o f Am erica both proceed 
from  the same basic, premises 
and pursue para lle l policies. M c­
Donald preaches and practices 
“ peaceful coexistence”  w ith  the 
steel magnates. Khrushchev p u r­
sues the same type of re lations 
w ith  th e ir governm ent represen­
tatives.

The K rem lin 's  s l o g a n  of 
“ peaceful coexistence”  has a 
tr ic k y  two-sided character. So­
cialists w o rk  fo r harmonious re ­
lations among a ll nations —  and 
any moves or measures under­
taken by the Soviet representa­
tives w hich can serve to ha lt the 
w a r makers and im prove re la ­
tions between the Am erican and 
the Soviet .people deserve ap­
prova l and support.

But when the propaganda for 
"peaceful coexistence" is coup­
led with the practice of pictur­
ing the capitalists as friends of 
humanity and lovers of peace, 
and the workers advised to put 
faith in the political agents of 
big busines, this sets a trap for 
the working people.

The domestic antagonism be­
tween organized cap ita l and o r­
ganized labor w h ich  breaks out 
in  strikes despite the chum m i­
ness o f un ion leaders w ith  the

bosses also extends in to  the re ­
lations between the im peria lis t 
powers and w orkers states like  
the Soviet Union.

Pravda, the mouthpiece of 
the Russian Com m unist P arty , 
said du ring  K hrushchev’s v is it 
tha t his po licy was rooted in  an 
ob jective and sc ien tifica lly  co r­
rect analysis o f the s itua tion  “ in  
the present-day w o rld .”  Once 
again Pravda (T ru th ) fa ils  to 
live  up to its name.

K hrushchev’s policy is rea lly  
rooted in  the desire and d rive  of 
the Soviet bureaucracy to a rrive  
at a tw o-pow er deal w ith  the 
U nited States w h ich  w il l  guar­
antee the maintenance o f the 
status quo, not on ly  against the 
aggressions o f the w a r makers 
but also against the w orkers and 
colonial peoples who w an t to 
effect radical changes in  th e ir 
economies and governments.

In  theia eagerness to consum­
mate such a deal with the rulers 
of the capitalist world, Khrush­
chev and his followers are not 
only willing to omit any refer­
ences to the class struggle but 
also to curb it.

The Soviet p rem ier often m en­
tioned M arx, Engels and Len in  
in  his speeches and claimed to 
be fo llo w in g  in  th e ir footsteps. 
B u t he is no d isciple o f these 
em inent socialist revo lu tion ists. 
They always taught the w orkers 
the need fo r m ilita n t and inde­
pendent action against the cap­
ita lis t regime and scorned those 
misleaders w ho preached concil­
ia tion  between the explo iters 
and the exploited.

Disciple of Stalin

K hrushchev made no m ention 
o f S ta lin . B u t he showed h im se lf 
to be a genuine fo llo w e r o f his 
predecessor. S ta lin , too, fo r  the 
sake o f tem porary advantages 
(real or fancied), advised the 
w orkers to suspend th e ir  s trug ­
gles fo r  socialism and a better 
life  and tru s t the benevolent d is­
position o f w hatever section of 
the cap ita lis t class he was a llied 
w ith . Khrushchev has himself 
revealed some of the disastrous 
consequences of that policy.

The S ta lin is t parties equate 
the po licy of peaceful coexist­
ence w ith  the practices o f class 
collaboration. The Am erican CP

Democrats Cool 
To Cold-War Thaw

Leading Democrats appear 
to be d iv ided on President 
E i s e n h o w e r ’ s, negotia­
tions w ith  Khrushchev, and 
the party  as a w hole appears 
to be hedging on the issue, 
says A r th u r  K rock  in the Oct. 
8 N. Y. Times.

“ Senator K e n n e d y  last 
week approached a positive 
c ritic ism  of the President’s 
decision to g ive negotiation 
w ith  the Soviets another 
chance,”  says K rock. H a rry  
T rum an and A d la i Stevenson 
have specifically endorsed 
E isenhower’s t a l k s  w ith  
Khrushchev, bu t T rum an op­
poses the President re tu rn ing  
K hrushchev’s v is it. O utspok­
enly c ritica l o f moves tow ard  
a co ld-w ar “ thaw ”  is Dean 
Acheson, fo rm er Secretary of 
State and f  o r  e i g n-po licy 
spokesman fo r the Democra­
tic  A dv iso ry  Council.

leadership, fo r  example, w orks 
w ith in  the Dem ocratic P a rty  and 
opposes independent socialist 
po litica l action in  line  w ith  th is  
policy. The an ti-labo r record o f 
the Democrats in  the recent ses­
sion of Congress shows w ha t a 
disservice to the w orkers i t  is 
to re ly  upon any cap ita lis t p o li­
ticians, libe ra l o r conservative, 
Democratic o r Republican.

M ilita ry  disarmament? Good. 
B u t not at the cost o f a p o lit i­
cal, psychological and m ora l d is­
arm am ent o f the w orkers and 
the socialist m ovem ent in  the 
face o f th e ir class enemies. That 
w il l  tu rn  out to  be too h ig h 'a  
price to pay. In  w o rld  affairs 
such a po licy can end in  the 
same b lind  a lley as M cDonald 
has led the Steelworkers.

M arx, Engels and Len in  taugh t 
tha t the on ly  w ay to b ring  about 
real d isarmament is to  d isarm  
the capita lists by depriv ing  them  
o f th e ir economic and p o lit ica l 
power and having the w o rk in g  
people take command o f the 
governm ent and the  industry. I f  
this was done in  Russia, w h a t’s 
w rong w ith  try in g  i t  in  the 
United States?

National Negro Labor Council
(Continued from  Page 1)

States, that organized e ffo rt on 
the pa rt o f Negroes is viewed 
w ith  alarm  and suspicion. . . 
The charges, countercharges 
and innuendoes reached a fever 
p itch (in connection w ith  the 
d inner) . . . Every conceivable 
m otive was suggested w ith  the 
clear im p lica tion  tha t TU LC  is 
somehow d isrup tive  to the nor­
mal processes of the labor move­
m ent.”

Suspicion and antagonism to 
the TU LC  are found not only 
in  top union circles, where the 
bureaucrats ins tinc tive ly  react 
against any k ind  of in it ia tiv e  
from  below,* bu t also in local 
unions, among officers whose 
reputation on Negro righ ts  is 
not always bad. There is a re ­
luctance to w rite  about it  open­
ly , bu t in local elections here 
th is year quite a few  Negro o f­
ficers were defeated fo r re- 
election, and there are bad 
feelings, charges of double- 
cross, “ w h ispering”  campaigns, 
and so on. For the firs t tim e in 
many years there is no Negro 
among the top fo u r officers of 
U AW  Local 600.

S im ila r fears and tensions 
w il l  p robably accompany the 
fo rm ation  of the Negro Labor 
Council. So i t  should be use­
fu l now to examine some of 
the problems as they have de­
veloped locally.

The Siandermongers

F irs t of a ll —  w hy deny it? 
—  there are anti-N egro ele­
ments in  the unions. They don’t 
believe in equa lity  in any 
fo rm , and don’t  w ant Negro 
officers at any level. In  a 
union like  the U AW , they 
can’t function  openly, and most 
o f the tim e operate under­
ground, spreading slanders and 
rum ors by w ord of mouth. 
However, in a period of unem ­
ploym ent, and when the num ­
ber of committeemen is re ­
duced by contract provision 
and there is greater than usual 
com petition fo r  union posts, 
they can c a r r y  on th e ir 
nasty w ork  w ith  some degree 
of effectiveness.

P lay ing in to  th e ir hands are 
others, who sincerely consider 
themselves unprejudiced. Quite 
a few  people of th is k ind  are 
burned up at the fo rm ation  of 
the TULC. Am ong them  can be 
heard arguments like  the fo l­
low ing:

“ We are supposed to be 
w o rk ing  to end a ll racial d i­
visions In the union, and these 
guys go around organizing 
separately and ag ita ting a ll the 
tim e to elect Negroes to union 
posts. Tha t’s noth ing bu t Negro 
nationalism .”

Or: “ A ll  these people seem 
to be interested in  is electing

Negroes. I  say w e-shou ld  elect 
the best man, w hatever his col­
o r is. W hat they are doing is 
J im  Crow in reverse.”

"Negro nationalism" is one 
of ihe most abused terms 
around, used more often as an 
epithet than anything else, and 
misapplied to all kinds of 
groups that want equality. 
Strictly speaking, a Negro na­
tionalist is one who advocates 
a separate Negro nation as the 
only way to achieve equality. 
The TULC and Negro Labor 
Council have nothing in com­
mon with that attitude. They 
are frying to win equality by 
organizing Negroes to fight for 
the abolition of discrimination 
in existing institutions and or­
ganizations, in this case the 
unions. Since Negroes are the 
ones most hurt by discrimina­
tion (although white workers 
are hurl by it loo), what's 
wrong, what's "nationalistic," 
in Negroes organizing them­
selves in this way?

“ J im  Crow in reverse”  is one 
of the catchwords popularized 
by the Reuther leadership in 
the forties. J im  Crow is a sys­
tem tha t denies equal righ ts 
and representation to Negroes. 
To have any meaning, “ J im  
Crow in reverse”  w ould  have 
to be the denial of equal righ ts 
and representation to whites. 
No such th ing  exists or has 
ever been attem pted in  the 
U AW  or any other union. When 
Negroes have a special problem 
(d iscrim ination  against TH EM ) 
in the unions or anywhere 
else, and they get together to 
tackle th is problem, i t  is slan­
derous and insu lting  to ta lk  
about “ J im  Crow in reverse.” 
A nd  rid icu lous.

No Equality

Such charges m igh t make 
some sense IF — IF  there was 
equa lity  in the unions. B u t 
there isn’t, even in the best of 
them. Or they m ight make 
sense if  everybody in  the 
unions, leaders and members, 
was w ork ing  seriously to end 
d iscrim ination. In  tha t case, 
too, Negroes w ou ldn ’t feel any 
need to organize themselves 
independently to pu t pressure 
on the rest of the union. B u t 
there isn’t any union lik e  that 
today; even the best-ta lk ing 
and best-meaning unions tend 
to tu rn  the ir backs on the Ne­
gro question unless they feel 
presstire from  below. Who w ill 
apply that pressure if Negroes 
don't? And why shouldn't they 
organize separate committees 
and councils inside the unions 
to apply it better?

L e t’s consider as an example 
the U AW , not the w ors t one 
tha t could be cited. I t  has a 
large proportion of Negro mem­
bers, around 20%. Its  in te rn a ­

tiona l executive board consists 
of s ix officers elected by the 
convention as a whole, and 19 
regional d irectors elected by 
the delegates from  each region. 
They are a ll w h ite . They have 
always been w hite. Why?

Because there are no Negro 
members qualified to serve on 
the board? I f  you ’ve ever spent 
even an hour w atch ing and' 
lis ten ing to some of the present 
board members you know th a t’s 
not true. Then w hat can the 
reason be? The on ly possible 
reason is d iscrim ination , pas­
sive i f  not active; or else, in ­
difference to d iscrim ination.

An American Slogan

“ No taxation  w ith o u t repre­
sentation”  is a slogan dear to 
Am erican hearts. Negro mem­
bers of the U AW  feel they 
are being taxed but not getting 
representation on th e ir un ion ’s 
governing board. I f  there was 
no d iscrim ination  in  the UAW , 
then in the norm al course of 
th ings there w ou ld  be fo u r or 
five Negroes on the board, 
more or less. B u t in more than 
23 years there has never been 
one. Is i t  any wonder th a t N e­
groes w ant to get together to 
change th is s itua tion— especial­
ly  when they don’t see s ign ifi­
cant numbers o f w h ite  mem­
bers doing anyth ing  about it? 
Who w il l  pay a ttention to th e ir 
grievances i f  they don’t?

The situation is not qu ite  so 
obvious at low er leadership 
levels. Negroes serve on the 
U A W  in te rna tiona l staff. B u t 
they are picked by the Reuther 
machine, and are dependent on 
it, ra the r than on the rank and 
file. Negroes also hold im p o rt­
ant posts in  some locals. B u t 
they usually hold these posts 
only because o f pressure from  
Negro members. The TU LC  is 
s im ply a be tte r organized fo rm  
fo r such pressure, area-wide 
ra ther than restricted to a 
single local.

The only white workers who 
have any reason to resent or 
fear such activities are those

who favor Jim Crow or who 
think Negroes should do noth­
ing to defend themselves and 
their rights.

The proposed fo rm a tion  o f a 
Negro Labor Council is a good 
th ing  because i t ’s necessary, 
and it w il l  be necessary as 
long as any vestiges of d is­
c rim ina tion  rem ain in  the 
unions. O ther m inorities  should 
do the same i f  they can, not 
on ly racial and national groups 
affected by bias, bu t also w om ­
en workers, who are grossly 
under-represented in  u n i o n  
leadership.

A  good th ing, and one to be 
encouraged. M ilita n t Negroes 
should jo in  and .build the Negro 
Labor Council. M ilita n t w h ite  
w orkers should give i t  th e ir 
sym pathy, so lida rity  and sup­
po rt, w hich means, concretely, 
th a t they should expose the 
nature, effects and persistence 
of J im  Crow  and seek to con­
vince other w hites th a t Negro 
self-organization against J im  
Crow  is, in the interest o f a ll 
w o rk ing  people.
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The Chinese Demur
Though Khrushchev has to ld  them  

tha t E isenhower genuinely wants peace, 
the Chinese Com m unist P a rty  leaders do 
not seem convinced.

In  an a rtic le  he w ro te  fo r  the Soviet 
governm ent’s newspaper, Izvestia, M ar­
shal Chen Y i, Foreign M in is te r o f the 
People’s Republic of China, expressed 
doubt tha t the U.S. governm ent had made 
a genuine tu rn  to peace. The a rtic le  was 
reprin ted , Oct. 3, in  the People’s D a ily  
of Peking w h ile  Khrushchev was s t i l l  
v is it in g  the Chinese capital.

Said M arshal Chen: . . up to the
present the U n ited  States has not re­
nounced its  po licy of aggression and 
w ar.”  He charged tha t the U n ited  States 
was re jec ting  disarmament, rev iv ing  West 
German m ilita rism , arm ing Japan, con­
tin u in g  to occupy Taiw an as a m ilita ry  * 
base and prom oting the Laos crisis.

“ A l l  th is  proves,”  said Chen, tha t 
“ people th roughout the w o rld  s t i l l  have 
to wage long-term  struggles again and 
again against U n ited  States im peria lism  
to achieve re laxa tion  of in te rna tiona l 
tensions.”

Peking has its own c rite rion  fo r de­
te rm in ing  w hether an arm istice exists in  
the cold w a r or not. I t  asks, in  effect, 
w i l l  W ashington extend recognition to 
the People’s Republic as the sole le g it i­
mate governm ent of China? In  the last 
ten years, says Chen, “ U n ited  States im ­
peria lis ts have carried out a series of 
aggressive acts and w ar threats against 
China,”  inc lud ing  defense of the d ic ta to r 
Chiang Kai-shek on Taiwan, “ fu l ly  re ­
vealing tha t they are the enemy of the

Chinese people. . . . We f irm ly  demand 
th a t Am erican troops p u ll out o f thé 
Taiw an area.”

P eking ’s crite rion , in  our opinion, is a 
sound one fo r gauging how  fa r U.S. big- 
business po licy makers have retreated 
from  the “ b r in k  of w ar.”  M any times d u r­
ing  the last ten years, w a r was im m inen t 
because Am erican im peria lism  w ould  not 
concede tha t the Chinese people had the 
r ig h t to k ick  Chiang Kai-shek out, nor 
accept the leg itim acy of popular move­
ments elsewhere in  Asia and in  the M id ­
east insp ired by the Chinese Revolution.

However, i t  is no t excluded that"T 
because of the g row ing  power o f a n ti­
im p e ria lis t movements abroad and of 
an ti-w a r sentim ent in  th is  coun try  (two 
factors th a t im pelled Eisenhower to ta lk  
w ith  Khrushchev), W ashington w i l l  fina l­
ly  g ran t d ip lom atic  recognition to Peking.

W il l  the Chinese CP leaders then de­
clare, as Khrushchev did, th a t the U.S. 
big-business spokesmen sincerely desire 
peace? Because they are opportun ist p o li­
tic ians ,and not genuine Lenin ist^, the 
Peking offic ia is m ig h t ve ry  w e ll trade 
p o litica l tru th  fo r fo re ign-po licy  gainé at 
tha t tim e.

B u t U.S. recognition o f China, though 
an undeniable gain in  the struggle fo r 
peace, w ou ld  not e lim ina te  the w ar dan­
ger. W ork ing  people th roughout the w orld  
s t i l l  need to struggle “ again and again” 
against Am erican im peria lism  and its 
po litic ians, u n t il the A m erican workers 
end big-business ru le  and replace i t  w ith  
socialism.

Loopnik
W ith  its rocket around the moon 

(baptized “ Loopn ik ”  by one U.S. news­
paper), the Soviet U nion gave another 
dem onstration of how fa r i t  has outpaced 
th is  country in  rocket com petition.

The a b ility  of the Soviet Union to 
ou ts trip  the w o r ld ’s richest and most ad­
vanced cap ita lis t power in  the sate llite  
race can on ly be ascribed to its  ra tiona l 
u tiliz a tio n  of economic, technica l and 
scientific resourees fo r the sa te llite  pro­
gram.

In  th is  country, on the other hand, 
though the governm ent is as eager as 
the Soviet regime to score in  the rocket 
race, com petitive, p roduction -fo r-p ro fit 
methods have seriously slowed the ef­
fo rt. Several competing p riva te  corpora­
tions are in  effective command of the 
m issile projects.

They dup lica te  each o ther’s efforts, 
fig h t fo r p r io r ity  on resources and fo r 
the services of scientists and keep dis­
coveries r ig id ly  secret from  one another. 
They are in d iffe re n t to precision since a 
fa ilu re  brings them  as m uch p ro fit as a 
success. They figure to clean up as long 
as the m issile race lasts.

But, i t  w i l l  be said, the superio rity  
in  rocke try  does not prove the general 
supe rio rity  o f the Soviet system over 
capitalism . A fte r  a ll, A m erica ’s average 
liv in g  standard is h igher than the Soviet 
U n ion ’s. So is W estern Europe’s. There is 
also more personal freedom in  the West.

Furtherm ore, the M anhattan project, 
w h ich  developed the A-bom b in  the U.S., 
proved even before Soviet rocket achieve­
ments tha t a coordinated, governm ent use 
o f scientific resources is superior to p r i­
vate methods in  some fields. Y e t i t  was 
com patib le w ith  p riva te  enterprise in  the 
rest of the economy. So w h y  not have a 
m odified fo rm  of capita lism , w ith  most 
o f production in  p riva te  hands bu t w ith  
the governm ent operating cruc ia l pro­
jects such as space exp lo ra tion  or m edi­
cal care (another fie ld  in  w h ich  the Soviet 
Union is ahead of the U.S.)?

In  com paring the tw o social systems 
and deciding w h ich  w ould  t ru ly  be best 
fo r the Am erican w o rk ing  people a num ­
ber of other considerations need to be 
weighed.

(1) Soviet successes in  rocke try  and 
in  m edicine are not isolated gains of the 
planned economy, bu t re flec t g iant over­
a ll advances in  science, in d u s try  and cu l­
tu re  du ring  the past 42 years. Though i t  
hasn’t ye t pu lled  up to U.S. or W estern 
European levels of average labor produc­
t iv i ty  or liv in g  standards, the USSR keeps

na rrow ing  the gap.
(2) The Soviet economy is depression 

proof. Soviet g row th  in  the past fou r 
decades was in te rrup ted  by the w ar bu t 
not by economic crises such as period ic­
a lly  racked the cap ita lis t countries.

(3) The Soviet economy benefits from  
peace and reduced arms expenditures. 
The cap ita lis t economy is threatened by 
depression i f  i t  cu rta ils  the arms budget.

(4) The Soviet w o rk in g  people’s low  
liv in g  standards stem from  the enormous 
sacrifices they had to make in  order to 
b u ild  up th e ir  in d u s tr ia l s tructu re  in  iso­
la tion  from  the West and weighed down 
by a parasitic  bureaucracy. In  addition, 
the Soviet w orkers have had to ca rry  a 
huge armaments budget because th e ir  
coun try  was constantly menaced w ith  
w ar by the cap ita lis t w orld .

Economic backwardness, iso lation and 
cap ita lis t threats made i t  possible fo r the 
bureaucracy to usurp power from  the 
Soviet masses. The bureaucrats fu rthe red  
th e ir own economic priv ileges and de­
fended • them  against the workers by 
means of a to ta lita ria n  regime. B u t in  
recent years the Soviet w o rk in g  people 
have been pressing fo r  greater freedom 
and be tte r liv in g  standards and have 
won a num ber of s ign ificant concessions.

The outlook fo r the Soviet Union is 
fo r  fu r th e r  rap id  in d u s tr ia l advances and 
fo r  more freedom  and better liv in g  stan­
dards — even though i t  w i l l  take determ ­
ined struggles by the w o rk in g  people to 
complete the process.

(5) The cap ita lis t system constantly 
heads tow ard  e ithe r w a r or depression. 
In  order to m a in ta in  its  ru le  the cap ita l­
is t class w i l l  resort to a police state — 
the most extrem e fo rm  of w h ich  is fas­
cism.

(6) A  socialist economy in  th is  coun­
t r y  w ou ld  begin at an incom parab ly h igh ­
er in d u s tr ia l and c u ltu ra l leve l than tha t 
w h ich  prevailed in  Russia in  1917. The 
U.S. w ou ld  not be ringed by hostile cap­
ita lis t nations. W ork ing  people w ould  not 
need to make huge sacrifices fo r  the  sake 
of in d u s tr ia l development, and the m a­
te r ia l conditions fo r  the usurpation  of 
power w ou ld  not be present. W orkers’ 
democracy w ou ld  thus rem ain the  norm, 
and the socialist economy w ou ld  provide 
fo r ever increased personal freedom and 
liv in g  standards.

I t  is these considerations th a t A m e ri­
can w orkers should ca re fu lly  assess as 
sputn ik, lu n ik  and loopnik, soaring over­
head, dram atize the r iv a lry  of social sys­
tems.

"But if the Russians weren't there yet, how did the message 
get returned?"

'Life’ Publishes New Evidence 
On Identity of Trotsky’s Killer

B y Joseph Hansen
The prison sentence given 

Trotsky's assassin is due to 
terminate next year. This, 
coupled with the fact that he 
has persisted throughout the 
years in refusing to admit his 
identity, has served to renew 
interest in the infamous crime. 
An article in a recent issue of 
Life magazine presents a con­
densation of a forthcoming 
book on the subject; another 
article in Maclean's, a Cana­
dian magazine, recounts an at­
tempt to write the assassin's 
biography.

These articles, lik e  s im ila r 
ones tha t have appeared from  
tim e to tim e  in  other places, 
focus on the personality of the 
assassin. W hat in trigues the 
authors is the s ingu lar in ve r­
sion o f the norm al pa tte rn  in 
a m urderer.

Most such crim ina ls w il l  
read ily  adm it th e ir  own iden­
t i ty  bu t deny the crim c. The 
k i l le r  o f T ro tsky  re a d ily  ad­
m itted  the crim e— even seemed 
proud of i t— bu t denies his own 
name, fa m ily  background, na­
tio n a lity .

Even as a p o lit ica l assassin, 
‘Jacson”  deviates from  the 

pattern, fo r the typ ica l te rro r­
ist seeks to  advance his p o lit ic ­
al views by his deed and free ly  
explains his beliefs. This as­
sassin, to hide his real po litica l 
views, has lied  about them.

What is the secret of this 
quirk? Does it lie in the char­
acter of the murderer? Can it 
be explained only through 
psychoanalytical techniques?

The artic le  by Isaac Don Le ­
v ine in the Sept. 28 issue of 
L ife  leans heav ily  on the psy­
ch ia tric  exam ination to which 
Jacson”  was subm itted under 

M exican jurisprudence. B u t  
such evidence as the strong 
visual m em ory o f the prisoner, 
his good mechanical a b ility  and 
somewhat abnorm al re la tion ­
ship to both fa the r and m other 
are s ingu la rly  barren in  p ro ­
v id in g  us w ith  an explanation 
of the w ork ings o f the k i l le r ’s 
m ind.

New Facts

O f greater interest are the 
facts w h ich  Levine has as­
sembled about “ Jacson’s”  fam ­
i ly  and politics. Some o f the 
evidence was established, L e ­
v ine declares, on ly w ith in  the 
past year.

In  1950 M exican police chief 
Sanchez Salazar, in  a hook 
about the assassination w rit te n  

collaboration w ith  Ju lian  
G ork in , reported th a t “ Jacson’s”  
real name was Ramon M er­
cader, th a t he was born in 
Barcelona, jo ined the Commun­
ist P a rty  in  the th irtie s  and 
fought in  the Spanish C iv il 
W ar.

This report was based on 
stories c ircu la ting  among Span­
ish refugees in  Mexico, b u t no 
refugee appeared w illin g  to 
confirm  th is  reve la tion  pub lic ly  
and no docum entary evidence 
fo r the fact was offered.

L a te r Dr. A lfonso Quiroz 
Cuaron, one o f the psychiatrists 
who examined the k ille r , v is it­
ed Spain. He re turned w ith  a 
copy of an id e n tity  card which 
hé said he had obtained from  
the files of the Spanish police. 
The card confirm ed the m u r­
derer’s name as Ramon M er­
cader del Rio. He had been a r­
rested on June 12, 1935, fo r 
try in g  to organize a Communist 
youth  organization.

This was substantial evidence. 
However, in  v iew  o f the w e ll- 
know n capacities of S ta lin ’s 
secret police to forge docu­
ments ( “ Jacson’s”  forged pass­
po rt was never detected), some 
doubt s ti l l  remained. P a rticu l­
a rly  in  question was the story

about the m other, “ Caridad,”  
who was said to have been d i­
rec tly  invo lved in  the assassin­
ation and to be s ti l l  alive.

Levine has obtained a copy 
of a passport photograph used 
by this mysterious person, 
which, together w ith other 
facts apparently derived from 
former members of the Com­
munist Party who knew her per­
sonally, establishes "Jacson's" 
identity beyond doubt as Jaime 
Ramon Mercader del Rio H er­
nandez, a member of the Com­
munist Party of Spain.

A t the same tim e a fact p rov ­
ed in  other ways at the tim e 
of the m urder has been fresh ly 
confirmed. The k i lle r  was a de­
vout fo llo w e r o f S talin, hand- 
picked. by the N K V D  from  its 
vast in te rna tiona l resources in  
personnel fo r th is special as­
signment.

According to Levine, M er­
cader was "secretly awarded 
Communism's highest decora­
tion, Hero of the Soviet 
Union," for driving his axe into 
Trotsky's brain.

The a rtic le  by Terrance Rob­
inson in  Maclean’s magazine of 
Sept. 12 presents no th ing new 
about the assassination. It. is a 
lu r id  account, garbled in  m inor 
details. Robinson appears to 
have reached some k in d  of 
agreement, w ith  M ercader to 
do a biography. The basis of 
the agreement was a “ s ix-figure 
book-and-m ovie offer fo r  his 
personal s to ry”  ($100,000 or 
more).

B u t \yhen th e y 'g o t together 
to w rite  i t  up, the prisoner re ­
fused to confess his id e n tity  or 
to ta lk  about anyth ing  in v o lv ­
ing hfm' before the assassina­
tion. Confronted w ith  the ev i­
dence about his real name, he 
responded by shouting, “ Lies, 
a ll lies.”  Robinson concluded 
tha t he has been “ tra ined to 
take his secret to the grave.”

Socialist-minded Youth
Is the assassin’s secret so 

hard to divine?
In  a ll like lihood  he was a t­

tracted to socialism lik e  many 
other idea listic youth  in  the 
th irties . He saw the Soviet 
Union, lik e  countless others, as 
the land o f socialism. He did 
not d is tinguish between the 
planned economy and the lead­
ership tha t had usurped power. 
He became a S ta lin ist.

A t the heart of Stalinism is 
perhaps the most glaring con­
tradiction in belief and conduct 
that history has known. A  de­
voted Stalinist believes in so­
cialism but carries on activities 
utterly alien to this great 
emancipating world outlook.

In  the U n ited  States ,in Í959, 
fo r instance, a- S ta lin is t must 
w o rk  w ith in  the Democratic 
P arty , a big business po litica l 
machine dedicated to the des­
truc tion  o f the Soviet Union 
and to a figh t to the death 
against socialism. He must con­
ceal his views about socialism, 
ta lk  and behave lik e  the best 
possible w ard heeler. In  short, 
live  a lie.

M ercader has consistently ap­
p lied the same k in d  of po litics 
in  the assignment g iven h im  
by the  K re m lin . Just as the So­
v ie t bureaucracy singled out 
S ta lin  as the leader most lik e ly  
to  advance its  parasitic in te r­
ests, so the heads o f S ta lin ’s se­
cre t po litica l police singled out 
th is  in d iv id u a l fro m  a ll pos­
sible candidates as the one 
most lik e ly  to act as an N K V D  
executioner should. As the pro­
jection of the murderous w ill 
of the paranoiac dictator. M er­
cader is a perfect Stalinist.

The artic les in  Maclean’s and 
L ife  coincide w ith  K h rush ­
chev’s tr ip  to the U n ited  States. 
Some socialist-m inded persons 
may have feared th a t the ar-

ticles w ould embarrass K h rush ­
chev, and tha t th is was th e ir 
purpose.

I t  is true  tha t reactionaries 
have long sought to tu rn  S ta l­
in ’s crimes to anti-socia list use. 
B u t socialists have noth ing  to 
fear from  the tru th . In  fa c t i t  
is th e ir  du ty  to te ll it, how ­
ever harsh i t  may be. To do 
otherwise is to fa ll in to  the 
position, tra d it io n a lly  m a in ta in ­
ed by the w orst reactionaries, 
tha t tru th  and socialism are 
incom patible.

What has injured the cause 
of socialism the most has been 
the lies and * crimes of Stalin­
ism, not least of which was 
the murder of Trotsky, a co­
founder of the Soviet Union.

Khrushchev h a s  acknow l­
edged m any crimes o f S ta lin , 
but he has not yet got around 
to the fate of T ro tsky. He is 
not lik e ly  to e ither, fo r  th is 
w ould  im p ly  tha t T ro tsky ’s 
works should be taken off the 
banned lis t in  the USSR.

L ike  the assassin, K h rush ­
chev is too much a S ta lin is t to 
venture tha t fa r  in to  the area 
o f .tru th .

The American 
Way of Life

A  Wonder of the Modern World
The New Y o rk  subway system was once a wonder of 

the m odern w orld . I t  s t i l l  is. The w onder is th a t i t  runs 
at a ll. A t  least th a t’s the case a cu rren t series of- artic les 
in  the Post makes out; and*- 
there’s p robably not a strap­
hanger in  the c ity  w ho w ou ldn ’t  
agree; in  fact, em phatica lly 
agree. Here’s how the Post series 
begins:

“ The delays m u ltip ly .
“ Cars derail.
“ Trains ‘collide.
“ Wheels break.
“ Motors stop.
“ Signals go bad.
“ Doors Jam.
“ Passengers are trapped in  

panicky tieups under rivers.
Caught between stations, they 
are often forced to  use precar­
ious catwalks to escape.

"Some are injured or shaken 
up. Some of them faint. Many 
of them are late so often that 
the boss begins to doubt their 
excuses unless he, too, rides the 
subways."

•This is not the subversive 
propaganda o f some a n ti-A m e ri­
can group clam oring fo r  a m ar­
b le -lined subway system tha t 
runs on tim e  like  they have in  
Moscow. Nevertheless, i t  makes 
provocative reading w h ile  you ’re 
try in g  to  keep you r balance in  a 
car p itch ing  in  and out o f o rb it 
like  a Cape Canaveral rocket.

A  h igh -rank ing  subway o f­
fic ia l, w ho agreed to  speak 
“ fra n k ly  on condition th a t his 
name not be used”  in  th is  free 
Am erica o f ours, is quoted: “ The 
T ransit A u th o r ity  is p lay ing  
w ith  fii^e. They’re tak ing  a ca l­
culated ris k  tha t they ’l l  be able 
to keep going w ith o u t a m ajor 
ca lam ity.

•''In this economy madness 
they're riding their luck. I  don't 
know how the hell else you can 
describe it."

They’re r id in g  th e ir luck. B u t 
long-suffering subway patrons 
are r id in g  on sp lit ra ils , loose 
spikes, cracked wheels, inopera­
tive  brakes, dead motors, smok­
ing jou rna l boxes, in  cars drag­
ged th rough the tunnels some­
times in  darkness because not 
even the ligh ts  w ork.

The Post got the facts from  
the subway workers. As is n o r­
mal in  democratic Am erica, “ For 
obvious reasons the  subway 
w orkers in te rv iew ed  can’t  be 
quoted by name; th e ir jobs are 
at stake.”

But five reporters, "explor­
ing different areas of the transit 
network, heard strikingly sim­
ilar warnings from the men who 
labor underground."

A  typ ica l repo rt: “ The tra ck  
guard ra i l ’s gone fo r over a year, 
nearly tw o  . . . one day a tra in  
is going to go over the  side 
there.”

A no the r on stuck doors: “ Do 
you know  w ha t could happen i f  
a car like  th a t caught on fire  o r 
the people had to get ou t o f i t  
in  a hu rry? ”

A  moiorman: "You can hear 
those flat wheels bang, banging. 
I f  part of a flat wheel breaks off. 
a car could jump thte track."

A  trackm an describes a b rok ­
en fro g  (where a tra in  switches 
tracks): I t ’s “ got a crack so b ig  
you can s t i ik  you r finger in  
i t  . . . God knows how  m any 
times i t ’s been reported.”

A  m otorm an: “ U nder the  old 
system, a sw itch  was checked 
every day. Now a signal m ay 
go out one day and no t be fixed 
u n til the nex t day or la ter.

" If  the entire signal is dead, 
a new man on the line could 
pass it without realizing it's 
there at all, not slow down, and 
W H A M  . . . "

A  car maintenance man: “ The 
saying among us nowadays is, 
‘Never ride  in  the  firs t o r last 
car.’ ”

So what? I t ’s Am erican isn’t  
it? I t ’s pa rt o f our enviable w ay 
o f life ; and w e w ou ldn ’t  w an t 
to  change tha t, w ou ld  we, no 
m atte r how  broken down i t  gets.

— Paul Abbott

A IN 'T  IT  THE TRUTH?
Am ong his impressions of 

Am erica, Sten Carlsson, a Swed­
ish professor o f h is to ry, noted 
“ the d is like  o f Americans fo r  
short distances. To have to w a lk  
a few  hundred meters is an ex­
perience to be avoided . . . Feet 
are on the  w hole  used ju s t to  
press down the accelerator.”

On the other hand, a 40-m ile 
d rive  to w o rk  means noth ing. 
Thus an A m erican can spend 
more tim e  in  useless tra ve llin g  
“ than the  eighteenth cen tu ry  
peasant . . .”

Headlines in Other Lands
Negro Candidate 
In British Election 
Defies Death Threat

D avid P it t  is reported ly  the 
first Negro ever to run fo r  the 
B ritish  Parliam ent. He is L a ­
bourite  candidate from  the 
Hampstead d is tric t, a center of 
London’s g row ing non-w h ite  
population.

P it t  decided to stay in  the 
race despite a th rea t th a t he 
and his fa m ily  w ould be k ille d  
unless he resigned as candi­
date.

According to a U P I story, 
P it t  said an anonymous te le ­
phone caller, who sounded 
“ cultured, cool and calculating 
. . . not d runk ,”  to ld  h im  tha t 
“ this is the , on ly  w arn ing  we 
w il l  g ive you. I f  you don’t 
w ithd raw , w.e’11 get you and 
you r fa m ily .”  He decided to 
ignore the th reaten ing ca ll as 
he had w arn ing  le tters from  
someone in the southern U nited 
States when his nom ination  was 
announced. He adm itted the 
call was more serious, however. 
He had planned to send his 
ch ild ren  to the West Indies fo r 
safety, b u t they refused to go.

U.S. Space Lag 
Laid to McCarthy

“  Loya lty  ”  inqu is itions by 
Senator M cC arthy a c c o u n t  
heav ily  fo r U nited States lag 
in  the space race, according to 
a p rom inent fo rm er French 
d iplom at.

H en ri Laugier, fo rm er U nited 
Nations D eputy Secretary-Gen- 
eral, said the U.S. was paying 
the price of the “ dem oraliza­
tion  created among scientists in 
Am erica by the w itch  hunts of 
M cC arthy.”

New Ceylon Leader 
Threatens to 
'Discipline' Labor

Does a man who has d iscip­
lined h im se lf to the extent of 
g iv ing  up sm oking thereby 
q u a lify  to d iscip line a nation? 
A pparen tly  Ceylon’s new prim e 
m in ister, W ijayananda Dahana- 
yake th inks  i t  does. Dahana- 
yake succeeds S.W.R.D. Ban- 
daranaike, w ho was assassin­
ated, Sept. 25, by a B uddhist 
monk.

“ I  shall insist on d iscip line 
w ith  a capita l D,”  Dahanayake 
to ld  the press. “ I  should like  
the people to th in k  the D in 
m y name stands fo r d iscip line.”  
He said he had learned to im ­
pose se lf-d iscip line on h im se lf 
by g iv ing  up smoking a fte r 
having been a chain smoker fo r 
35 years.

W hom Danhanayake intends 
to “ d isc ip line”  m a in ly  may be 
in fe rred  from  the fac t tha t he 
had charged his predecessor 
w ith  being “ undu ly  tender”  to 
s trikers.

“ The p rinc ipa l forces behind 
M r. Dahanayake and his gov­
ernm ent are tw o ,”  w rites  C ol­
v in  R. de S ilva  in  the Oct. 1 
Samasamajist, a w eek ly  paper 
o f the Ceylonese T ro tsky is t 
party . “ There are firs t the ex­
trem is t Sinhalese B u d d h i s t  
comm unalists w ho have a l­
ready w orked such murderous 
havoc in  our p o lit ica l life  . . . 
Secondly, and lin ke d  w ith  the 
extrem is t communalists, are 
the cap ita lis t forces behind the 
S LFP.”

The tw o  forces, says de S ilva, 
have been p itt in g  Dahanayake 
against Bandarnaike fo r  some 
tim e. Bandaranaike "was elect­
ed in  1956 on a p la tfo rm  of 
a n ti-im pe ria lis t and pro-socia l­
is t promises. E a rly  th is  year, 
however, ■ t h e  Bandaranaike 
popu la r-fron t governm ent oust­
ed its so-called M a rx is t w ing  
and tu rned to the rig h t. Da­
hanayake led the fig h t fo r  the 
ouster of the “ M arx is ts”  from  
the cabinet. Dahanayake h im ­
self was once a T ro tsky is t, re ­
ports Peter Grim es in  the Sept. 
27 N.Y. Times, b u t abandoned 
revo lu tiona ry  socialism in 1952.

Bandaranaike’s assafesination 
aroused strong w o rk in g  class 
anger against B udd ist monks. 
They “ were refused transport 
in buses and tax is  [w h ich  they 
no rm a lly  obta in free ]; rem arks 
were cast and at the least they 
had to p u t up w ith  hostile 
glances from  the people,”  says 
the Samasamajist.

A c tu a lly , pub lic  sentim ent 
had a lready been aroused fo r 
sometime against the “ fo u r 
years’ po litica l hooliganism on 
t h e  p a r t  of the b ikkhus 
[m onks].”  The m urder of B an­
daranaike came as a cu lm ina­
tion to the Buddhists ’ long in ­
stigations of p o litica l violence.

The Lanka Sama Samajist 
P a rty , Ceylonese Trotskyists,

the largest w o rk in g  class p a rty  
in  the country, “ fo r  the last 
fo u r years bore the b ru n t of 
the attack o f the b ikkhus on 
the people’s righ ts,”  says the 
Samasamajist. The LSSP is 
ca lling  fo r  working-class mass 
action, m ob iliz ing  pub lic  op in­
ion behind it, “ to stop the 
po litics o f assassination''and to  
prevent the perpetrators o f 
p o litica l m urders fro m  p ro fit­
ing  from  th e ir  b loody deeds.”

The LSSP is also demanding 
an im m ediate end to “ em er­
gency ru le ,”  w h ich  gives the  
governm ent d ic ta to ria l powers. 
I t  was invoked by the governor 
general w h e n  Bandaranaike 
was assassinated.

Per Capita Income 
Is $130 a Year in 
6 0  UN Countries

A t best, per-capita income o f 
one b ill io n  people th roughou t 
the econom ically underdevelop­
ed areas o f the w o rld  w i l l  be  
$130 th is year, a net gain o f a t 
most $2 a year since 1950. Th is  
was the estimate presented Oct. 
5 by Paul G. H offm an, m an­
aging d irec to r o f the U n ited  
Nations Special Fund to  the 
UN. The average covers 60 U N  
member nations and 40 te r r it -  
tories “ associated”  w ith  the  
w o rld  body.

Lowest per-capita income in  
the U.S. in  1957 was $958 in  
M ississippi. H ighest was $2,821 
in Connecticut.

Nasser Returns 
Seized Concerns

B ritish  a n d  French-owned 
enterprises nationalized by the 
Egyptian governm ent in  Octo­
ber 1956, in  reta lia tion^ fo r  the  
armed attack on the Suez 
Canal, are being system atically 
returned to th e ir owners. The 
process is know n as “ deseques­
tra tion .”

When B ritish  and French 
im peria lism  launched th e ir  in ­
vasion designed to regain the 
Suez Canal, the  Nasser regim e 
seized about 1,500 businesses 
and placed them  under E gyp­
tian  management. This inc lud ­
ed about a dozen b ig  B ritish - 
owned banks in  Cairo and A l ­
exandria and the E gyptian  
holdings of the B ritish  Shell 
Co. The la tte r have already 
been handed back.



Passes His Copy 
On to Friends
Editor:

I  have taken the M ilita n t fo r 
years. Do not have tim e to read 
a ll o f it, bu t there are many 
items I like . G ive most of my 
copies to friends to try  to get 
them  interested in socialism.

I  hope i f  you ever get in to 
office th ings w il l  be better. I f  
not then we’l l  tr y  something 
else. I t  w i l l  ve ry  p robably be 
a simple solution. Now the poor 
get poorer and the rich  richer. 
E very th ing  is here in p len ty 
bu t not the money to fu rn ish  
our necessities.

E. C.
Detroit

Wants Program 
Of Action on Jobs
Editor:

You may as w e ll le t my sub­
scrip tion  drop fo r the tim e be­
ing, because I  cannot afford it  
— as reasonable a bargain as i t  
is. B u t I  am now unemployed 
and I  don’t get compensation. 
I ’ve got to eat, h a ve . carfare, 
etc. M eanw hile I ’l l  see the 
M ilita n t a t Debs H all.

The other day I met an older 
fe llo w  I  know  on W oodward 
Ave. He said his dues ran out 
in  the construction union he 
belonged to. I  understand it  
costs $120 to jo in , the fee hav­
ing been raised from  $75, bu t

the man d idn ’t  have a job or 
income.

W hat am I  supposed to do? 
T a lk  to h im  about fu l l  em­
p loym ent like  Reuther or Gov. 
W iiliah is  on Labor Day? W hat’s 
needed here and now is a rea l­
ly  thought-ou t program  of ac­
tion  and not fancy speeches by 
labor fakers.

R. S.
Detroit

A  New Generation 
Of Workers 
Faces Management
Editor:

I  have begun to realize tha t 
younger people — say in  th e ir 
late twenties and th irtie s --have  
forgotten the years of the de­
pression, o f the W PA and of 
p icketing to bu ild  the unions. 
I am wondering w hether th is is 
because many parents in  those 
days d idn ’t do w hat m y friends 
and I  did — namely, take our 
ch ildren w ith  us on the bread 
lines or on p icke t duty. Maybe 
they shielded the ch ild ren  from  
a ll this, and as tim e w ent on 
and w orkers made gains, these 
ch ild ren  grew up not fu l ly  
rea liz ing w hat the struggle 
meant. A t the same tim e tha t 
we older people had grow n 
tired.

I  was glad to see an artic le  
along the same lines, excerpts 
o f w hich appeared in the Mo- 
torm an, Conductor and M otor

Coach Operator, a union p u b li­
cation. The a rtic le  is by B ro ­
ther Fred A. T y le r and is en­
title d  “ The Labor U nion Cycle.”  

Here are some of the things 
T y le r . w rites:

“ Today we are gradually be­
ing replaced in  indus try  by 
younger people, who have 
grown up accustomed to th is 
scale o f liv in g  and who are 
more and more tak ing  fo r 
granted tha t these conditions 
are th e ir r ig h tfu l heritage and 
tha t they w il l  be accepted vo l­
u n ta r ily  by management.

“ This accepted sense of se­
c u rity  w ith o u t vig ilance has 
lu lled  the w o rk ing  men into an 
apathetic state of m ind tha t is 
cancerous to the health of la ­
bor unions.

“ This apathy has opened the 
door to management’s psycho­
logical attack, w hich has been 
relentless in  its endeavor to 
'D iv ide  and Conquer.’

“ As a c tiv ity  lessens, inverse­
ly  more and more decisions are 
le ft to the d iscretion of union 
officers. This ever-increasing 
delegation of power, invested 
in one or a few  men, leaves 
the officer vu lnerable to c r it ic ­
ism from  both the members 
and the management.

“ And equally as disastrous, 
the officers lose touch w ith  the 
members. Instead of his r ig h t­
fu l position as one of the mem­
bers, he becomes a member 
apart.”

Leona Massey 
Pittsburgh

Strike at Bethlehem
B y A . Golden

(The author is a retired member of Steel­
workers Local Union No. 2898. —  Ed.)

On a hot summer day I  decided to look in  
at the m uddled s itua tion  in  the steel industry. 
A rm ed w ith  the m any statements made by the 
un ion  and the management in  the press and 
over the a ir waves and w ith  the report o f the 
president’s Fact F ind ing  Commission, I  headed 
fo r  the Bethlehem Steel Corporation p lan t lo ­
cated at Bethelehem, Pa.

I  circled the g iant spraw ling  p lant, looked 
at the fumeless and smokeless smokestacks, and 
searched in  vain fo r the  ants o f th is  usua lly  
hustling  and bustling  a n th ill. I  listened to the 
graveyard silence o f th is  prostrated g iant and 
made a m ental p ic tu re  o f the inactive  and silen t 
drama.

Near the m ain gate, I  found the p icketing 
comm ittee o f about a dozen men who lo lled  in  
the shade or in the ten t th a t served as head­
quarters and as shelter. In  the ten t there was 
available cold w ater, soft d rinks and iced tea 
fo r  the pickets. The com m ittee was headed by a 
p icke t captain. T he ir job  was to check the in ­
com ing cars o f supervisors and o f maintenance 
men who had to show a un ion pass before being 
flagged through. I  could not then help th in k in g  
o f the vast difference in  strength and the great 
strides m y fe llo w  w orkers have made since the 
dark days of 1890 or even since the more recent 
days o f 1940.

From  the s tr ik in g  w orkers I  learned tha t 
the rank  and file  are firm  in  th e ir  stand to ba ttle  
the steel tru s t u n til v ic to ry  is assured. They 
know  i t  is going to  be a d raw n-out s tr ike  th a t 
w i l l  be hard on men w ith  large fam ilies and 
on men w ith  low  earnings. They also know  
th a t the real issue and cause o f the s trike  is 
no t the few  cents in  wage increase nor the 
pennies in  fr inge  benefits bu t the incentives and 
the jo b  classifications th rough  w h ich  the  steel 
firm s constantly depress the  w orkers ’ earnings 
w h ile  increasing p roduc tiv ity .

The c ru x  o f the m atte r is p lan t autocracy 
versus p lan t democracy. The p lan t owners w ant 
sole supervision over job  classification and in ­
centives. The firm s do not w an t the un ion as 
co-planner. They even do no t w an t a union. For 
th is  reason they w il l  t r y  to h u rt and d iscred it 
the  union at every tu rn  and delay a fa ir  settle ­
m ent as long as possible.

A no ther item  to be cleared up is the “ pub­
lic .”  Who is the “ pub lic ” ? W hen i t  comes to 
ra is ing prices on commodities, the steel and a ll 
o ther m anufacturers fo rge t th a t there is a 
“ pub lic ”  bu t in  a conflic t w ith  labor they  are 
the firs t to  run  to the “ pub lic ”  fo r  sym pathy 
and m oral "support. When'' a un ion appeals to 
the “ pub lic ”  i t  ta lks to the 68 m illio n  wage 
earners, to  the fo u r m illio n  unemployed w o rk ­
ers, to  the m illions o f re tired  workers, farmers, 
sm all businessmen and professionals, and, o f 
course, to the youth, the po tentia l w o rk ing  force 
o f tom orrow .

Is th is the “ pub lic ”  th a t b ig business is 
also ta lk in g  to? Or is i t  ta lk in g  to the few  
hundred tycoons who own and ru n  th is  country, 
to  the m ilita ry  brass tha t does th e ir b idd ing  
here and abroad, to  the po litic ians w ho ta lk  
democracy w h ile  tigh ten ing  the  screws on la ­
bor, to  the c lergy who admonish labo f to look 
fo r rew ard  in  the next w orld , to  the corpora­
tion  law yer, the gam bler and the gangster?

Yes, they are ta lk in g  to the w orkers and 
are te llin g  them  th a t in fla tion  is not due to  ex ­
cess profits but on ly to  the ever greater demand 
fo r  h igher wages on the p a rt o f the workers. 
They also te ll the w orkers tha t the on ly  way 
to stop in fla tion  is to b ring  down and freeze 
wages. Profits, they say, w i l l  be taken care of 
autom atica lly. Indeed they are. They constantly 
rise higher.

This is effective propaganda. B ig  business 
learned long ago th a t w hen a lie  is shouted 
loud enough and often enough i t  w i l l  find  be­
lievers. The purpose o f the  lie  is to * in c ite  the 
w orkers o f the low er income groups against 
those w ith  h igher incomes; to d iv ide  them  and 
defeat them separately.

This is the story not on ly o f steel bu t also 
o f o il, rubber, chemicals, meat and o f every 
large and sm all combine th a t preys on the 
“ p u b lic ”  from  its  entrenched position.

I f  the steel s tr ike  continues and threatens 
o ther industries w ith  shutdowns, the president 
m ay invoke T a ft-H a rtle y  and force the  w orkers 
to re tu rn  to th e ir jobs. This w ou ld  be the biggest 
s trikebreak ing  jo b  a president ever accomplish­
ed. Since T a ft-H a rtle y  is the most vicious class 
leg is la tion ever enacted by Congress, i t  is m y 
op in ion tha t the w orkers m ay not heed the call.

This is not 1890 bu t 1959.

DR. L IN U S  P A U L IN G  TO SPEAK IN  
NEW  YORK —  D r. L inus Pauling, Nobel 
P rize -w inn ing  chemist and leading opponent 
of nuclear-bom b testing w il l  speak at a pub lic  
meeting in  New Y o rk ’s Carnegie H a ll, Oct. 25 
at 8 p.m., under the auspices o f the N ational 
Committee fo r a Sane Nuclear Policy, Inc. 
The Carnegie H a ll meeting w il l  be p a rt of a 
tw o-day national conference o f the Sane N u ­
clear Policy comm ittee w hich seeks an agree­
ment between the U.S. and the Soviet U nion 
“ to ban a ll nuclear tests under m u tua l in ­
spection.”

*  *  *

TEACHERS STR IK E — Nine P ub lic  
schools in  the Cahokia school d is tr ic t near 
East St. Louis, 111., were closed w hen- 110 
teachers struck Oct. 5. The teachers belong to 
the Federation of Teachers. They seek an an­
nual wage increase of $300. Superintendent of 
Schools Robert C a tle tt is seeking an in ju n c ­
tion  because “ pub lic  employes cannot s tr ike .”  

* * *
ELECTRONIC SQUAB —  The N avy has 

shelved, bu t not com pletely abandoned, a 
long-secret pro ject ca lling  fo r a pigeon to 
ride  in  the nose cone of a missile, and, by 
pecking a t the image of a target, guide the 
weapon home. A  d iff ic u lty  as ye t unsolved 
by the U.S. rocket experts is th a t a pigeon 
has a bra in  of its  own and m igh t steer the 
nuclear device to a roost near the Pentagon.

9 *  *

AND A FEW  OTHER FAU LTS BESIDES
—  A 12-count in fo rm ation  filed Sept. 24 
against S heriff P a trick  J. B urm eister o f W eld 
County, Colo., alleges th a t he used prisoners 
in  the county ja i l  to perfo rm  labor and ser­
vices fo r  his p riva te  gain, fa iled  to account 
to  the county commissioners fo r  receipt of 
proceeds from  th e ir labor and converted the 
proceeds to his own use. Burm eister is also 
accused of em ploying a prisoner as.n igh t ja i l ­
er and releasing h im  fro m  ja il before exp ira ­
tio n  of sentence; fa il in g  to m a in ta in  the ja i l  
in  “ clean, safe and wholesome condition” ; p ro ­

curing w ritte n  statements from  prisoners by 
threats and in tim id a tio n ; and subm itting  
fraudu len t voucher receipts. On Sept. 22, B u r­
m eister pleaded innocent to s ix  charges of 
rape (invo lv ing  a 17-year-old, coun ty -ja il 
prisoner), illega l conversion, o f county funds 
and inducing a witness to re fra in  from  testi­
mony in  court. On Nov. 18, B urm eister w il l  
be tr ied  on s ti l l  ea rlie r charges o f confidence 
game and obta in ing money by false pretenses. 
B u t he is s ti l l  sheriff.

*  *  *

SEEKS R IG H T  TO TR A VEL TO C H IN A
— Waldo Frank, noted author, petitioned the 
Supreme C ourt Sept. 30 to rev iew  his su it 
against Secretary o f State H erte r. F rank had 
been inv ited  to lecture in  Peking  on W alt 
W hitm an, b u t the State D epartm ent denied
h im  a passport. Leonard B. Boudin, General
Counsel o f ’the Emergency C iv il L iberties 
U nion is F rank ’s attorney. Boudin represented 
the a rtis t Rockwell K en t and Dr. W a lte r 
B rie h l in  the tw o cases in  w h ich  the Supreme 
C ourt curta iled the State D epartm ent’s power 
to deny passports to persons whose po litica l 
beliefs i t  d id no{ approve of.

*  *  *

DOUBLE STANDARD — A n  attorney fo r  
s ix alleged fo rm er Com m unist P a rty  mem­
bers seeking a new tr ia l in  Denver charged 
the federal gove rnm en t1 w ith  inconsistency i f  
not o u tr igh t d iscrim ination. Court-appointed 
law yer Ira  C. Rothberger recently objected to 
a Justice Departm ent protest against the gov­
ernm ent paying fo r a.defense item. “ The U.S. 
governm ent is now w in ing , d in ing  and chap­
eroning the head o f the foremost Communist 
governm ent in  the w o rld ,”  Rothberger said to 
U.S. D is tr ic t Judge W illia m  Knous. “ Now they 
protest the allowance of some insign ificant 
am ount fo r th is.”  Rothberger wants to inves­
tigate  the true  facts of the case o f A rth u r 
Bcry, who, along w ith  five others, was tw ice 
convicted under the Sm ith Act,- and he wants 
the governm ent to help defray the cost o f the 
investigation.

... Integration
(Continued from  Page 1)

fe r request by a Negro student, 
when a show ing is made in 
tha t court tha t nowhere in a ll 
o f the state of N orth  Carolina 
has a single Negro ever been 
adm itted to any one of the 
more than 2,000 schools a ttend­
ed by w h ite  students. . . . 
W ould not your legal position 
be greatly strengthened, w ould 
i t  not be' almost unassailable, 
i f  you could po in t to one or 
more instances in  you r county 
where a Negro has been ad­
m itted  to a w h ite  school, or to 
instances in  other counties 
where tha t has occurred?”

The Supreme Court, buckling  
under the tremendous pressure 
exerted by the Southern o ffic ­
ials, accepted these state laws 
as good desegregation coin. In  
1957 the high court refused to 
hear an appeal from  a lower 
federal cou rt’s okay of N orth  
C arolina ’s placement law . Last 
year i t  s im ila rly  upheld A la ­
bama’s placement law .

Just th is  September sched­
uled in tegra tion  of three Negro 
ch ild ren in  D o lla rw ay, A rk a n ­
sas, was stopped by a U.S. 
C ircu it C ourt of Appeals to 
give precedence to tha t state’s 
placement law.

This case is being appealed 
to the Supreme C ourt where 
the N A A C P  hopes to m ount a 
fu ll-dress legal assault on the 
la w ’s constitu tiona lity .

NO DEM OCRACY THERE
Seventy-five per cent o f the 

population o f Jefferson County, 
Miss., is Negro, none o f whom  
are allowed to vote.

On Denver P icket L ine

Two pickets walk the line at Swift plant in Denver, 
Colo. On strike since Sept. 4, the United Packinghouse 
Workers and the Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen accuse the company of refusing to bargain in good 
faith. About 18,000 workers are involved in various cities. 
In  Denver, pickets staged a 90-minute mass demonstration 
at the stockyard gates. As police watched silently, the pickets 
sang "Solidarity Forever."

Leo Gleisser
C LEVELA ND , Oct. 3 — Leo 

Gleisser, a long-time member 
of the Socialist Workers Party, 
died here yesterday at the age 
of 71.

For the past 34 years he 
practiced as an a ttorney but 
his real interests were in  the 
revo lu tionary  - socialist m ove­
ment. As a charter member of 
the SWP, he helped bu ild  the 
Cleveland branch.

Before the found ing  confer­
ence of the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty  in  1938, he was an ac­
tive  pa rtic ipan t in  the struggle

o f the L e ft Opposition against 
Stalinism .

C o m r a d e  Leo’s education 
spanned tw o  continents. Born 
in  Russia, he received his un­
dergraduate degree there. In  
the U nited States he studied at 
Columbia and Western Rfeserve 
U n ivers ity . A  lingu is t, he was 
profic ient in  seven languages.

The Cleveland members of 
the Socialist W orkers P arty  
w il l  fond ly  remember Comrade 
Leo Gleisser fo r his achieve­
ments as a revo lu tiona ry  so­
cialist.

It Was a Lively Debate
By Constance F. Weissman ■

Some 400 people, an unusual 
number in these times, turned 
out to hear Robert Williams and 
Conrad Lynn debate with Dave 
Dellinger and Bayard Rustin on 
"Should Negroes Meet Violence 
with Violence?" Judging from  
the applause, the audience was 
about two to one in favor of 
Williams' position on self-de­
fense. The clash of opinion led 
to some rudeness. For example, 
an irate supporter of Williams 
felt that the chairman, the Rev. 
A. J. Muste, had no right to 
state his pacifist position. So he 
shouted at the venerable paci­
fist, "Sit down!"

*  *  *

W illiam s brought down the 
house when he said tha t at his 
hearing before the N AAC P, the 
pacifists on the com m ittee near­
ly  h it  each other they got so 
angry.

*  *  *

When Lorraine Hansberry, 
author of the prize-winning 
play, "A  Raisin in the Sun," was 
called on to come to the plat­
form to ask her question, she 
modestly refused. She asked if 
the Negroes who fought in the 
Civil War had not started a tra­
dition of fighting for their own 
rights. Dellinger answered that 
the Negroes would be better off 
if  the Civil War had never been 
fought.

* * *
When W illiam s said tha t “ we 

s t i l l  have our weapons”  (in  
Monroe, N. C.) there w a s 'v ig o r­
ous applause. Rev. Muste re ­
marked, “ A t least we have the 
courage to call a m eeting where 
such things can be said.”

* * *
Dave Dellinger quoted a friend 

as saying, "M y heart is with  
Williams and Lynn but my head 
is with Dellinger and Rustin." 
When asked during the question 
period if he "identified with 
woman raped," he said that a 
person suffering injustice can 
either come out with revenge in 
his heart or w ith greater under­
standing.

*  *  *

When asked w h y  he thought 
the churches were the best u n it 
o f organization fo r  the Negro 
people, Bayard R ustin answered 
tha t they had no allies, since the 
president o f the U nited States 
could do noth ing, the  Congress 
could do noth ing, the Supreme

C ourt could do noth ing. “ Ne­
groes have no allies whatsoever. 
I don’t  believe e ither in  guns or 
prayer bu t a mass movem ent of 
Negroes m arching to create con­
fusion w ith o u t violence. \  revo­
lu tio n a ry  movem ent.”

* * *
W illiam s to R ustin: “ A re  you 

aware, M r. Rustin, tha t in  the 
South today the churches are 
being d e f e n d e d  by armed 
guards?”

R ustin: “ Yes, I ’ve been in  
churches lik e  S huttlesw orth ’s 
[in  B irm ingham , A la .].”

* * *
Williams was asked how he 

could be against revolution un­
less he believed an oppressive 
government can be changed by 
peaceful means. Williams: " I  do 
not advocate revolution for so­
lution of the Negro problem. But 
I  admit that a government that 
w ill not defend its people has no 
right to exist. As to the other 
aspect, I  have not made up my 
mind yet."

*  t  *

Lynn, when asked i f  the ends 
ju s tify  the means, and whose 
blood was he w anting  to shed, 
answered tha t he was not going 
to discuss how  many angels can 
dance on a pin. However, he fe lt 
th a t the French and Russian 
R e v o l u t i o n s  “ accomplished 
something.”

* * *
Lynn said he was for a party 

dedicated to establishing a plan­
ned society that would solve our 
economic problems. "Negroes 
are part of this problem because 
they are the most exploited."

* * *
There were so many radical 

papers and leaflets being d is­
tr ibu ted  at the m eeting th a t a 
w e ll-know n  lite ra ry  c r itic  and 
his w ife  said th a t i t  rem inded 
them o f the th irties .

★ * *
After the meeting, the crowd 

continued to discuss in groups. 
A Negro woman, who was very 
angry, told a dowager-type
white woman: "You look away
our diamond mines, our country, 
our names. Now you say we can 
sit down on a bench next to you. 
Oh no. Thai's not enough, we 
want more than that." The 
dowager smiled her pacifist 
smile but looked admiringly at 
the proponent of armed self-de­
fense.

. . .  Steel Strike
(Continued from  Page 1)

steel is being im ported and that 
therefore there is no danger of 
hospital construction, p u b l i c  
health projects, scientific or 
even so-called essential defense 
w o rk  being held up.

The delay of the in junc tion  
fo r several days — u n til Eisen­
how er’s re tu rn  to W ashington 
from  Palm  Springs, C a liforn ia  
— b la ta n tly  illustra tes his stance 
in  the ba ttle  between the men 
vvho make steel and the men 
who make the profits fro m  it.

The president is again on va ­
cation, the guest o f a go lfing  
crony, George E. A llen . Eisen­
how er’s advisors thought i t  
w ould  be too raw  to apply fo r 
the in junc tion  from  A lle n ’s es­
tate since he is a d irector o f 
Republic Steel, one o f the g iant 
corporations shut down by the 
strike.

Inasmuch as in te rru p tin g  E is­
enhower’s vacation was out of 
the question, i t  was decided to 
hold o ff the declaration o f a 
“ nationa l emergency”  u n til he 
was back in  Washington.

Though the Steelworkers w ill 
be forced back into the mills 
under T -H , it  may turn out that 
the quality and quantity of steel 
they produce under compulsion 
w ill reflect their psychological 
inability to put forth their best 
efforts.

One th ing  th a t the labor-hat- 
ing  big-busincss newspapers and 
even the businessmen’s maga­
zines adm it is tha t the Steel­
w orkers are stick ing  tough 
against the companies’ m ain de­
mand — surrender o f established 
w o rk ing  conditions.

Class Line-Up

This is the p rinc ipa l issue of 
the strike, wages are pu re ly  sec­
ondary. I t  was the companies’ 
decision to take away fro m  the 
w orkers much o f the on-the-job 
protection they had w on in  the 
past 20 years tha t caused the na­
tiona l line-up o f class forces on 
one side or another o f the Steel­
w orkers’ p icke t line.

A ll  the m a jo r corporations, 
a fte r confabs w ith  B ig  Steel 
during  1957 and 1958, began 
s tockp iling  g igantic quantities of 
steel. Moreover, they promised 
not to pu t any heat on the steel* 
corporations to settle when and 
i f  steel supplies ran low ; fo r 
they know  tha t B ig  Steel is en­
gaged in  a m ajor assault on 
unionism  and tha t a v ic to ry  
w ould set a pa tte rn  a llow ing 
them to cu t in to  the established 
w o rk  practices in  th e ir own 
plants. Conversely, a ll the 
unions realize th a t th e ir  own 
w ork ing  conditions w il l  be sub­
ject to attack i f  the Steelworkers 
iose.

The renewal of union con­
tracts in  other industries is 
dragging, pending the outcome 
in  steel. I llu s tra tin g  th is  s itua­
tion, Business Week (Oct. 3), 
quotes “ a key negotiator fo r  a 
large company”  as saying: “ M y 
hands are tied. I ’ve got m y big 
negotiations com ing up. I f  I  o f­
fe r more than steel is w illin g  
to settle for, then I ’l l  be cussed 
out as a tra ito r to  m y class; i f  
I  o ffer less I ’l l  have a s tr ike  on 
m y hands.”

Debate Question 
Of "Violence"in 
Negro Defense

B y Bert Deck
“ Should Negroes Meet Violence W ith  Violence?”  This 

was the subject of a s tim u la tin g  debate Oct. 1 at the 
C om m unity  Church in  New Y ork  C ity . The meeting, 
sponsored by L ibera tion , a pa c i-*  
fist m onth ly , featured Robert F.
W illiam s as a speaker fo r the 
a ffirm ative.

W illiam s, president o f the 
U nion County, N. C., branch of 
the N ational Association fo r the 
Advancement o f Colored People, 
was recently  suspended from  his 
post fo r  s ix months on charges 
o f advocating armed self-de­
fense fo r  Negroes against racist 
violence. Conrad Lynn , w e ll- 
know n c iv il liberties attorney, 
supported W illiam s ’ position in  
the debate.

The opposing speakers were 
Bayard R ustin  and Dave D e l­
linger, members of the ed itoria l 
board o f L ibera tion .

R obert W illiam s began by 
comm enting on the praise given 
to the Negroes o f Monroe, N. C., 
fo r “ th e ir non-v io len t action”  
by Rev. M a rtin  L u th e r K in g  o f 
M ontgom ery, Alabama, cha ir­
man o f the Southern Leadership 
Conference. The praise concern­
ed a march by Monroe Negroes 
on the local police station. “ He 
[K in g ] fa iled  to te ll you,”  said 
W illiam s, “ tha t I  personally led 
th is march . . . the police re ­
spected th is  march because they 
had learned to respect us.”

Source of "Respect"

W illiam s explained the source 
of th is “ respect.”  He to ld  how 
the Negroes had armed them ­
selves as a measure o f se lf-p ro ­
tection against the grow ing pow ­
er of the  K u  K lu x  K lan . They 
fin a lly  stopped the K la n  by a 
show o f guns w hen the sheet- 
w earing fra te rn ity  prepared to 
attack the home o f one o f the 
Negro leaders.

“ We have had arms in  Monroe 
and we s t i l l  have them. I ’m  glad 
to say th a t there has been no 
violence in  Monroe. B u t I  dare 
say th a t w e w ou ld  have had 
violence, had we no arms, and 
the Negroes w ou ld  have been 
the victim s.

“ How in  a society th a t is not 
ye t c iv ilized  can we protect our 
women and our homes? . . . The 
on ly  de terrent to  the  bru te  is 
to be stronger. Words o f k in d ­
ness w ispered in to  the ears o f a 
brute are an in v ita tio n  to su i­
cide.

“ . . . I  am not advocating rev ­
o lu tion  bu t I  am advocating the 
use o f violence in  our ow n self- 
defense.”

W illiam s concluded: “ I f  i t
hadn’t  been fo r the v io le n t men 
in  h is to ry  the pacifists w ou ldn ’t 
have been here ton igh t.”  The 
audience applauded the south­
ern Negro leader.

Opposing Position

Bayard R ustin opened w ith , 
“ I  am not speaking here to ­
n ig h t fo r  pacifism b u t fo r  a cer­
ta in  type  o f tac tic  re levan t to 
the struggle fo r Negro freedom.”

The strategy proposed by W il­
liam s w ou ld  be ineffective, he 
fe lt, on tw o  grounds. He held 
tha t organized armed defense by 
groups o f Negroes could lead 
on ly to  an arms race between 
the Negroes and whites. The N e­
groes w ou ld  lose because of 
few er n u m b e r s .  Moreover, 
armed self-defense “ is not a 
practica l measure fo r  ind iv idua ls  
and w ould  no t have saved the 
lives o f M a tt P arker o r Em m ett 
T ill.

“ W hat is needed,”  R ustin  said, 
“ is a mass m ovelnent th a t is o r­
ganized deep in  and under the 
com m unity along the strategic 
lines o f non-violence.”

He claim ed tha t the church

is the on ly  possible basis, at 
present, fo r such a mass m ove­
ment in  the South. “ You can’t 
b u ild  i t  on labor,”  he asserted. 
“ Perhaps in  ten years the labor 
movement w il l  be ready.”

"Armed Camps"

Conrad L yn n  replied, “ Tusca­
loosa and Monroe are armed 
camps and the Negro is respect­
ed there. W hen the Negro is re ­
spected he can s it around the 
table as an equal.”

Lynn was warm ly applauded 
when he stated that "the N e­
groes w ill have to, lead the tight 
opposing the Republican and 
Democratic parties. We need a 
new party of the underprivileg­
ed."

Dave D e llinge r held th a t “ V io ­
lence plays in to  the hands o f the 
extrem e segregationists.”  He f.elt 
tha t the Negroes w ou ld  be be tte r 
o ff today i f  i t  were not fo r  the 
hatred produced by the violence 
o f the C iv il W ar a century ago.

In  the discussion period B ay­
ard R ustin  contended th a t the 
po licy o f non-violence can aid 
Negroes in  cem enting the neces­
sary alliances fo r  a po litica l, 
economic and social revo lu tion  
in the South.

Conrad L y n n  pressed the v iew  
that the present s itua tion  is fa r 
d iffe ren t from  th a t o f 1876. “ To­
day the Negro is prep'ared to de­
fend h im se lf arms in  hand. A lso 
the struggle takes place in  the 
social context o f a fig h t between 
capital and labor w ith  labor as 
the a lly  o f the Negro.”

L y n n ’s closing suggestion to 
the pacifists was th a t “ they send 
th e ir delegations to the K u  
K lu x  K la n  ra th e r than  to  the 
Negroes in  the South.”

JOBLESS RATE
The jobless ra te  was back to 

5.5% in  A ugust as compared 
w ith  4.9% earlie r in  the year ac­
cording to P A I, a labor news 
service.


