Socialist

Policy i

See Page 2

Election
n 1960

THE MILITANT

PUBLISHED WEEKLY IM THE INTERESTS OF

THE WORKING PEOPLE

Vol. XXIII — No. 39

o 222

NEW YORK, N.Y., MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1959

Price 10c

Herter Squirms

Over So

viet Bid

On Disarmament

By Joseph Hansen
Khrushchev’s proposal that the entire world disarm

completely, except for inte
placed the State Department

rnal “security” forces, has
in an embarrassing position

Most people outside the United¢
States are convinced that the
economic structure of the Soviet
Union is inherently anti-imper-
ialistic and that it is not driven
toward war. The disarmament
appeal of the head of the Soviet

government has consequently
been accepted as sincerely
meant.

In a press interview Sept. 22
Secretary of State Herter ad-
mitted that Khrushchev's sug-
gestion that part of the savings
resulting from disarmament go
to the world’s under-developed
countries has aroused great in-
terest in Asia, Africa and Latin
America.

Herter found it expedient to
ayoid directly opposing Khrush-
“chev’s offer of joint disarma-
ment, He called it “propaganda,”
but he also felt forced to praise
it as "an effort of mankind to
reach the solution of one, at
least, of the major problems of
the world which is a great threat
to the world itself.”

At the same time, In conso-
nance with the imperialist for-
eign policy that the American
capitalist economic structure re-

quires, he sought to deflate the|

effort: “It is in its details some-
thing that can be looked at with
skepticism . . "

Moreover, said Herter, the So-
viet premier left an “important”
question unanswered. How can
peace be mainiained -among na-
tions if some of them still insist
“on going to war with each
other, even with knives?”

Khrushchev made his proposal
in a speech before the United
Nations General ‘Assembly Sept.
18. The Soviet spokesman elo-
quently described the danger of
nuclear war and the burden of
the armaments race.

“So much inflammable ma-
‘terial has accumulated that a
single spark would be enough to
place everything on the verge of
catastrophe,” he said. “The
world has reached a point where
on the strength of no more than
some ridiculous accident, such as
a technical fault in a plane car-
rying’ a hydrogen homb or

KHRUSHCHEV

mental aberration in the pilot
behind the controls, may trans-
late war into reality.”

The annual military expendi-
tures of all states today, he con-
tinued, “total approximately
$100,000,000,000.”

The number of people directly
or indirectly connected with the
production of arms and in-
volved in various branches of
military research reaches the
staggering total of 100,000,000.

Khrushchev placed two main
proposals.on.the. table, total dis-
armanient and — if that is un-
aceeptable to the Western pow-
ers — partial disarmament.

Either is acceptable to the So-
viet government but Khrush-
chev stressed total disarmament.
This, he suggested, could be ac-
complishéd by stages within four
years.

“This_ means,” he said, “that
land armies, navies. and air for-
ces shall cease to exist; that gen-
eral staffs and war ministries
shall be abolished; that military
educational establishments shall
be closed . . .

“Military bases in foreign ter-
ritories shall be abolished. All
atomic and hydrogen bombs at

(Continued ¢n Page 2)

U.S. Boosts
Phony Plan

de Gaulle’s
for Algeria

By George Lavan
On Sept. 16 de Gaulle made a speech announcing a
plan for the “self-determination” of Algeria. As with
other French “plans” for Algeria announced on the eve

of the UN General Assembly#
session, the purpose is to prevent
passage of an Arab-Asian spon-
sored resolution calling for UN
efforts to settle the war in Al-
geria. v

The new “plan” is phony both
in form and content. Offered o
the Algerian people “individual-
ly” it contains no offer to ne-
gotiate the plhn or a cease-fire
with the Aljerian independence,
movement, Moreover, the three
alternatives, which de Gaulle
says the Algerians could vote on
four years after the freedom
fighters had surrendered to the
French authorities, are all fraud-
ulent.

First alternative is for Algeria
{o be integrated — i. e, to re-

.main as it is now, a “part” of
_ France proper. Obviously hatred
of this status is what has kept
the Algerians fighting for free-
dom for six years.

Second alternative would be
“independence” plus the cutting
up of the country by the French
to keep any areas which did not
vote for independence, or 1
carve out a French area in which
to regroup non-independence
volers geographically. Further-
more, France would retain con-
trol of Algeria's oil fields, pipe-
lines and probably most of the
other wealth of the country. Nc
wonder de Gaulle describes this
as an “incredible and disastrous”
independence which would
bring “appalling poverty.”

Third alternative — the onc
favored by de Gaulle — is fo
an autonomous federation in Al
geria under French auspices. Al-
geria would be cut up into
states, forming a federation
which would be largely power-

less because each state (particu-
larly that set up for the French
settlers) would have such strong
“state’'s rights” that it could

paralyze the federal govern-
ment.
French imperialism’s war

against the Algerian people has
been waged largely with U.S.
arms (NATO) and money. The
U.S. State Department has al-
ways fought against the UN
passing resolutions on the Al-
gerian war, Usually the U.S,
delegation voted openly against
the Arab-Asian sponsored reso-
lution presented annually. Last
year, however, the situation had
oecome so scandalous that the
U.S. delegates abstained from
the vote,

This faltering infuriated the
French imperialists and explains
why de Gaulle has been so “dif-
ficult” for Washington to deal
with., On Sept. 2-4 Eisenhower
visited Paris and made a deal
‘or the U.S. to give strong sup-
nort to France in the coming
UN debate on Algeria. The day
after de Gaulle's speech, Eisen-
qower declared it ‘“was com-
oletely in accord with our hopes
to see proclaimed a just and
liberal program for Algeria.’”
In Sept. 22 Secretary of State

Herter speaking at a United Na- | warning

dons luncheon urged that the
UN do nothing to hamper de
Zaulle's “just and peaceful solu-
don for Algeria.” i

The U.S. statements have
caused rejoicing among the
French capitalists and their pol-
ticians and generals; but they
have brought anger and disil-
lusionment to the Algerian peo-
ple.

Voice Labor Party Need
At AFL-CIO Convention

Labor Dept.
Harasses
Teamsters

Moving in with the new anti-
labor club shaped by Congress,
Secretary of Labor Mitchell an-
nounced Sept. 18 that he had
sent a telegram to Teamsters
Union President James Hoffa in-
structing him to provide the
names of any officers convicted
of felonies and to report what
action was being taken to re-
move such officials.

The Labor Secretary chose the
national AFL-CIO convention
for the announcement. He also
said his department al¥eady had
the wheels in motion for inves-
tigating other unions that Con-
gressional hearings had indi-
cated “are infiltrated with
known Communists or felons.”

However, he asserted, the new
law would not be used to “witch
hunt” honest unions. The con-
vention received his remarks in
icy silence,

The section of the new addi-
tion to the Taft-Hartley law
which Mitchell has seized hold
of so quickly was part of the
original Kennedy bill passed by
the Senate last spring.

After detailed study of. the
Kennedy-Landrum-Griffin bill
that finally became law, labor

“atforneys have “arrived "at“the

conclusion that it gives the gov-
ernment even greater power of
intervention in wunion affairs
than they originally feared.

PROBING POWERS

Under the new statute, the
Secretary of Labor will have
much the same power as the
free-wheeling Congressional in-
vestigating committees and per-
haps more so. The Department
of Labor becomes converted
into a Department for the Har-
assment of Labor.

The Secretary of Labor now
has the authority to summon
union offictals for grilling who
he believes have violated the
anti-labor law, may be about to
violate it, or may simply know
about a violation,

Further, under a recent Su-
preme Court curb on the right
to invoke the Fifth Amendment
against possible self-incrimina-
tion, he may be able to force
those summoned to testify by
offering “immunity” from pros-
ecution,

The new law prohibits any
person who has been convicted
of any one of a series of felonies
within the past five years from
holding union office. It also bars
such office to anyone held to
have belonged to the Communist
Party during the previous five
years.

B %
u,,l/h&’; Lhﬂ!*ﬂ
When Co!'y:ufmr N#K@‘

Huge Baifs Rats
"c:\{xq 'hg Nﬁf&cf\

million a month.

Holding Firm

Steel workers gather ai a Pittsburgh rally in the eighth week of their strike. Financi
aid is coming in from other unions. Several internationals pledged. nearly $3-million at the
AFL-CIO convention in San Francisco and a unanimous resolution called on all unionists
to contribute an hour’s pay monthly to “sustain and support’” the strikers. The goal is $25-

On Sept., 22 by a vote of 44 to
29, with 9 abstentions, the Gen-
eral Assembly barred the Peo-
ple’'s Republic of China from
membership in the United Na-
tions for another year.

The action was taken under

pressure from the United States,
which dominates the organiza-
tion.

India initiated the debate to
consider the question. Krishna
Menon, Indian defense minister,
argued that “We cannot just
wish away a nation, big or small.
We have 1o recognize the facts
as they are.”

To this reasonable position,
Walter S. Robertson, the U.S.
delegate, alleged that the Mao
regime “has kept itself in pow-
er by bloody purges and by the
liquidation of some 18,000,000
mainland Chinese in nine years."”
He also accused the Chinese gov-
ernment of promoting “six for-
eign or civil wars — Koreca, Ti-
bet, Indochina, the Philippines,
Malaya and Laos.”

The flimsiness of this argu-
ment can be judged from the
fact that the U.S. backed mem-
bership in the United Nations
for fascist dictator Franco, whe
has kept himself in power by
bloody purges and the suppres-

sion of the Spanish working

class for more than 20 years.

The U.S. also defends mem-
bership for Chiang Kai-shek,
whose regime was even bloodier
than that of Franco.

In addition, when it comes to
recognizing new regimes in the
Western Hemisphere, the State
Department asks only if it really
exercises power.

The Soviet delegation argued
strenuously for giving the seat
now held by dictator Chiang to
the new government put into
power ‘by the Chinese people in
their 1946-49 Revolution. Kuz-
netsov, in replying to Robert-
son, said that the rump regime
of Chiang was “a decomposed
political corpse which only con-
taminates the political atmos-
phere and which should be re-
moved from the United Nations
as soon as possible.”

What motivates the attitude
of the U.S. government — and
this has been true under both
Democrats and Republicans —1s
a stubborn refusal to acknow-
ledge the overturn of propeirty
relatidhs in China. By keeping
its eyes closed, Washington
seems to hope that by some ma-
gic the facts will go away.

Wall Street considered China
one of the great prizes in World
War II. The elbowing out of
Japanese imperialism and the

U.S. Pressures United Nations
To-Bar-Seat for Chinese-Govt.

opening up of China as a vast
new source of cheap labor, cheap
raw materials and profitable in-
vestments was one of the main
reasons for provoking Japan
into the attack on Pearl Harbor.

The Chinese people had dif-
ferent ideas about their coun-
try. They. saw nothing to gain
from handing over their resour-
ces, to exploitation by American
imperialism. They leatned this
in some two decades of bitter
experience under Wall Street's
agent Chiang Kai-shek.

They exercised their will in
deciding what kind of govern-
ment they wanted in the most
decisive way possible — revolu-
tion.

Americans who recall the
revolutionary history of their
own country cannot help but
feel sympathy for the desire of
the Chinese people to deter-
mine their own fate. This sym-
pathy helps account for the
growing opinion that it is high
time to recognize the new gov-
ernment.

An increasing number of busi-
nessmen also favor recognition.
They fail to see the profit in
maintaining a Chinese wall on
the Pacific Coast that blocks
trade and cultural relations with
the world’s most populous coun-
try.

Quill Questions Policy

Of Refusing

to Challenge

] . Bg® B
Big Business Politicians
By Tom Kerry

For the first time in many years, prominent voices

are being heard in labor circles calling upon the unions
to abandon the policy of supporting candidates of the two

capitalist parties in favor of in-
dependent working class politic-
al action.

The recent national conven-
tion of the Brotherhood of Sleep-
ing Car Porters adopted a reso-
lution calling upon the AFL-
CIO *to explore the question of
the possibility of labor estab-
lishing an American Labor Party
which could express with fidel-
ity, integrity and intelligence
the interests and aspirations of
American workers.”

A special editorial in the Sep-
tember issue of The Butcher
Workman, organ of the AFL-
CIO Amalgamated Meat Culters
and Butcher Workmen, asserts:

“That there now is an abso-
lute necessity for the formation
of a farmer-labor coalition gear-
ed to the needs of millions in
production and agriculture . . .
Such would end the sickening
practice of labor leaders follow-
ing on the coat tails of double-
crossing politicians.”

At the just-concluded AFL-
CIO convention a resolution

calling for the formation of a

“third party” was introduced by
R. Soderstrom from the Illinois
Federation of Labor,

DO IT NOW

In the course of the debat'e on
political action at the conven-
tion, Michael J. Quill, president
of the Transport Workers Union,
told the delegates that soconer or
later the labor movement would
be compelled to launch an in-
dependent labor party and they
might just as well do it now.

He urged creation of a labor
party “independent of the fakers
who tried to cut our throats in
the last Congress.”

While as yet 'of a timid, prob-
ing and tentative character, this
groundswell of sentiment for a
fundamental change in labor’s
political course, reflects the
deep-rooted discontent of the
ranks with the bankrupt policy
of keeping the unions tied to the
two-party system.

Judging by the political reso-
lution adopted by the AFL-CIO
convention calling for the con-
tinued support of “friends of la-
bor” the top union bureaucrats
seem determined to carry their
policy forward to the bitter end.
Labor’s political emancipation

‘will be achieved only in struggle

against the hide-bound union
bureaucrats. The present
groundswell is a harbinger of
things to come.

Union Heads
SeenAdjusting
To Killer Law

By Art Sharon

SAN FRANCISCO, September
2] — The Third Constitutional
Convention of the AFL-CIO
now in session here reflects a
mood and spirit far different
from that of its founding and
merger convention.

At that time the united labor
movement projected major or-
ganizing drives and ambitious
political plans. The future look-
ed bright with promise or at
least pregnant with possibil-
ities.

Now four years later in the
midst of the longest steel strike
in history and on the heels of
a shattering legislative defeat
in. Congress..this assemblage
doesn’t look so good and sounds
even worse,

Despite militant rhetorie, the
high brass of the AFL-CIO
seem to follow the dictum:
“When in confusion, when in
doubt, flap your  wings and run
about.” ) '

CLING TO OLD POLICY

One is hard put to find a
parallel in all labor history to
this picture of the top leaders
[of 14 million organized work-
ers complaining bitterly that
[they were betrayed, robbed and
humiliated by their friends in
Congress.

And.it is astonishing how in
the depth of their bitternéss
they still cling so firmly fo the
same class-collaborationigt pol-
icy that delivered them into
the hands of their “betrayers”
— the political agents of big
business. No wonder that Dem-
ocratic and Republican- politic-
ians alike hold them in such
low esteem.

It is hard to predict how
mzny more bitter experiences
the top AFL-CIO leaders will
force the labor movement to
undergo before it turns to in-
dependent labor political ac-
tion.

Bul independence is undoubt-
edly the irrepressible issue in
the labor movement today. At
the recently concluded conven-

(Continued on Page 4)

Did Reuther Really Get the Best

By Paul Abbott
The bureaucrats heading the
AFL-CIO appear to be dis-
turbed at the prospect of a
thaw in the cold war.
Meany refused to meet with

Khrushchev, saying he
“wouldn't be caught dead” in

the same room as the head of
the Soviet government.

Reuther and a few other of-
ficials arranged a dinner with
the visiting premier at which
they sought to provoke their
guest by their blatant espousal
of American cold-war policy
and cold-war arguments.

On Sept. 21, the day after
Reuther's display, the AFL-
CIO convention unanimously
adopted a resolution condemn-
ing Khrushchev as ‘'more
truculent and demanding in
his aggression than Stalin” and
about the “ominous
of Kremlin policy
reuni-

development”
on Berlin and German
fication,

In a press interview follow-
ing the dinner, Reuther pictur-
ed- Krushchev as evasive, in-
flexible and overbearing. “As
long as we talked about pious
generalities we were in good
company; but when we talked
about hard ugly facts we got

nowhere. And that is the simple
truth.”

WHO GOT WORST OF IT

The Reuther delegation pat-
ted itself on the back, natural-
ly, as having got the best of
their guest: “He certainly
thinks we gave him a very bad
time."”

The press cooperated by pic-
turing the three-hour exchange
as ‘“‘an angry, table-pounding
meeting”’ at which Khrushchev
“exploded on five out of 10
issues raised by the union rep-
resentatives.”

The summary of the “dinner
debate” published by the New
York Times indicates that the
Soviet bureaucrat had little
difficulty in finding sufficient
flaws in the position of his
American counterparts to keep
the score more even than most
of the accounts would have us

believe.

This was not too difficult
since the AFL-CIO statesmen
appeared 1o consider the oc-

casion unique in the opportun-
ity it offered to demonstrate
how much more adroit they are
at defending American capi-
talism than the National Asso-

clation of Manufacturers and

the United States Chamber of
Commerce. '

The exchange over “disarma-
ment"” was fypical. Carey of
the International Union of

Electrical, Radio and Machine
Worke, s, argued that the money
spent for armaments by the
Soviet Union and the United
States could be better used in
helping poverty-stricken areas
of the world.

He questioned the sincerity
of Khrushchév's disarmament
proposal at the UN General As-
sembly and Reuther followed
up by lauding the U.S. pro-
posal: *“Our proposal would
create the better climate in
which disarmament could be
carried forward, fasfer and
more effectively.”

Khrushchev answered: “I am
not familiar with your program
50 at this moment I cannot
comment on it, But we are not
waiting for disarmament to
render this economic aid to
neecy nations.”

Adzhubei, editor of Izvestia,
listed some of the Soviet aid
projects, to which Reuther re-
sponded: “I am familiar with
the steel plant in India and
other enterprises. When you
do ii, it's part of the ‘cold war.’

When we do it, you charge it's
capitalist  imperialism: Why
cant we do it together?
Through the UN? Do it to-
gether for their benefit, not
for our separate advantage?

“We don't agree,” said
Khrushchey.

“Why not?" asked Reuther.

“America has now surround-
ed us with military bases, al-
liances such as NATO and
SEATO, and by these means
the United States wants to ob-
tain world domination. In the
United Nations we are always
outvoted. Thus it would be up
to the United States to decide
how the money would be used.”

Reuther sought to meet this
factual statement by proposing
a ‘“commission” with ‘“equal
representation.”

Khrushchev agreed to the
idea. "“That would already be

progress, but it won't be ac-
ceptec.”
“Why not expose the two

positions to publie air?” asked
Reuther. “That's what we do
with unreasonable employers.”
“So long as we are surround-
ed by U.S. bases, we can have
no agreement on this.”
Reuther sought to press his
point about working together

of Khrushchev?

“to fight poverty.”

“But we do take part in
these programs,” protested
Khrushchev.

“You do it unilaterally,” said

Reuther, "and that's the basis
for the charge that you arc
penetrating economically and

subverting politically.”

“When the U.S. sends arms
and creates bases,” replied
Khrushchev, “what kind ol
penetiation is that?”

NEEDLES REUTHER

A few moments later, Khru-
shchev gave Reuther the needle
again: “The United States ex-
ploits the wealth of othe:
countries, under-developec
countries, for profits. England
and France do the same. They
e2xploit the wealth of countries
that need aid. We do not ex-
ploit any country — we only
ngage in trade.”

Reuther tried to punch at @
Soviet weak spot: “You ex-
ploit the workers of East Ger-
many.”

Khrushchev brushed off this

sally. “Where did you dream
that up?”
“If you don’t exploil them

why should 3,000,000 of them
cyoss the border into, West

Germany?”

“You are hopelessly
with capitalist fever.” :

M“The workers in West Ger-
nany ave free,” Reuther ayer-
ved. ;

“We are
Khrushchev.

“Do you have credentials to
speak for the workers of the
world?"

“Do you have credentials to
noke vour nose into East Ger=
many?”

Carey broke in: “This is
vart of our difficulty: the fear
of the Chairman that the
United States actually wants
lo dominate the world.”

“Not just wants — striving!”
said Khrushchev,

The other issues brought up
by the AFL-CIO leaders fell
pretly much into the same pat-
tern. For instance, on the
Soviet suppression of the Hun-
garian revolution XKhrushchev
replied: “Suppose we raised
the question of Guatemala?”

When some of the AFL-CIO
officials tiried a bit of rough
and tumble, Khrushchev re-
sponded in kind. For instance,
to Curran of the National Mari-~
time Union he haid, “How can

(Continued on Page 2)
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free, too,” said
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That the non-capitalist economy of the So-
viet Union has wrought dramatic increases in
production and that significant gains in Soviet
living standards have resulted is no longer
seriously doubted in the United States. The re-
cent series of articles in the New York Times
by Harrison Salisbury is but the latest detailed

report of Soviet achievements.

v.But how equitably is the increased pro-
duction being distributed? What has happened
to the vast differences in income introduced by
Stalin, whereby an economically privileged
caste was lifted above the Soviet working class?
Do the gross inequalities continue under Khru-

shchev?

. By talking to variols individuals through-
out the Soviet Union-and taking available sta-

t:stlcs Edmund K. Faltermayer,

Jauenal. staff reporter, has been ahle to portray
the spread in Soviet incomes. He finds a ratio
from highest to lowest of as much as 100 to 1.

In U.S. currency the minimum wage in the
Soviet Union is now $27 a month (at the tourist
rate of exchange of ten rubles for one dollar).
It will rise to $50 a month according to the
tdrget figures of the seven-year plan. However,
Faltermayer found that the average factory
worker makes about $80 a month while the
collective farmer makes around $400 a. year.

Of course, these wages can only be properly
assessed in relation to what they will buy. The
Soviet worker for instance receives free medical
care. “Rents are cheap in the 'extreme,”
Konstantin Blinkov, a lathe op-
erator-pays only 80 cents a month for a three-
room apartment including utilities. On the other
hand he must work a week and a half to buy

Faltermayer.

a pair of shoes.

At the other end of the social scale, accord-
tiny elite of 100
or so ‘Ruble Millionaires’ and top government
First
is one of the Soviet Union’s richest

ing to Faltermayer, is the ‘. . .

efficials.” Anastas

Premier,

Mikoyan,

By Bert Deck

Income Differentials in USSR

of $1,800 plus

.men. His son “Vanno”
in a converiible that costs more than lathe
operator Blinkov makes in a whole year.

Mrs. Ekaterina Furtseva, one 'of the mem-
bers of the Communist Party's top committee,
the Presidium, has admitted to a monthly salary

drives around Moscow

fringe benefits totaling another

$1,260 a month.

counting

for individual

The highest ranking scientist, Alexander
Nesmayanov, earns around $2,000 a month
“fringe benefits.” The ballerina Ula-
nova earns about $700 a month plus heavy fees

performances. “The deputy di-

rector of the big Kharkov tractor plant, with

30,000 workers, gets $400 a month, not counting

other ‘fringes.
a Wall Street

chronic.”
“Members

mayer,

and privileges

of success.”

writes

bonuses, the use of an official limousine and
Ty

Besides the monthly salary and bonuses,
officials enjoy the “komandirovka” — known to
union and corporate bureaucrats in this country
as the expense account. A
Izvestia denounced officials
“komandirovka” as a swindle sheet, but “despite
frequent crackdowns, abuses of this Lype are

recent letter in
who used the

of Russia’s elite,” says Falter-

“are attempting to pass on the luxuries

of ‘their rank to their children

And with a top income tax rate of only 13%
and an inheritance tax that goes no higher than
10%, they seem to have more than a fair chance

Faltermayer recalls that during the 1920's
until Stalin consolidated his power, “the Soviet
state was a workers’ state in fact as well as
theory. Even the highest officials lived on mod-
est incomes . . .

The Soviet Union still is a workers’ state.

”

but one severely distorted by the rule of a

Deputy

bureaucratic caste, whose high incomes Falter-
mayer details. In their opposition to this caste
Soviet workers demand not only political free-
dom and higher living standards but a sharp
reduction in the inequality of incomes.

...Soviet Bid on Disarmament

: /Contmued from Page 1)
the disposal of states shall be
destroyed and their further pro-
duction terminated .

“Military rockets of all ranges
shall be liquidated and rocket
facilities shall remain only as a
means of transportation and for
the harnessing of outer space for
the benefit of all mankind.

. “At the disposal of states there
should remain only strictly lim-
ited contingents of police, of
militia, agreed upon for each
country,.armed with small arms
and intended exclusively to
maintain internal order and pro-
tect the per sonal security of the
citizens.”

.On 'the “partial” disarmament
plan, Khrushchev stressed the
abandonment of all further test-
ing of nuclear weapons. The
principal further steps which he
proposed are as follows:
“First, the creation of a zone
of control and inspection with a
reduction of foreign troops on
t:he territories of the correspond-
ing countries of Western Europe.

“Second, the creation of an
gtom-free zone in Central Eur-
ope.

. *“Third, the withdrawal of all
foréeign troops from the terri-
tories of European states and
the liquidation of military bases
from foreign territories.

- “Foyrth, the conclusion of a
nonaggression pact between the
member states of NATO and the
states party to the Warsaw
Treaty.,

© "Fifth; an agreement on the
¢question of the prevention of
surprise attack by one state
upon another.”

In making these proposals,
Khtushchev was not bluffmg or
timply engaging in “propagan-
da.‘The Soviet Union is really
tapable of disarming.

Even the most bitter foes of
the Soviet Union are prepared
to acknowledge this. For ex-
ample, Harry Schwartz, Russian
expert of the New York Times,
Wall Street’s most authoritative
newspaper, indicated this in an
grtxcle Sept. 19. Schwartz listed
major economic benefits which
the Soviet Union’s leaders ex-
pect “from any approach to com-
plete disarmament, let alone
realization of that goal.”

One is the release of consum-
ers goods production; another is
the increased pressure on the
apitalist countries for trade
with the Soviet bloc in order to
sell surplus goods. Schwartz also
gees them speculating on a de-
pression with all its consequen-
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ces which would follow a drop
in government contracts for
armaments.

Vice President Nixon esti-
mated that armaments produc-
tion currently ties up about one-
fourth of all Soviet output, This
figure graphically indicates the
economic pressure in the Soviet
Union for reduction of the arma-

ments burden. The pressure is,
all the greater in the People’s |

Republic of China and such

failed to stress it in conducting
the foreign policy of the workers
state in the days before Stalin.

.Lenin and Troisky were dedi-
cated advocates of a world free
of armaments and Jfree of the
thweat of war. But they saw it
as realistically obtainable only
through replacing the capitalist
system with the rational, plan-
ned order of socialism.

They considered that disarma-

| ment proposals which leave out

countries as Poland, Czechoslo- | this fact of life can only help

vakia, etc.

The flaw in the proposal is the
imperialist policy followed by
all the Western powers. This is
not something which the cap-
italist statesmen are free to take
or to leave like whiskey on the
rocks. It is as integral to their
economic system as the drive for
profits.

They can play around with
disarmament proposals when it
suits their purposes, as Hitler
demonstrated when he set about
rearming Germany; but they are
incapable of actual disarma-
ment.

Lenin explained all this long
ago and Soviet officials neyer

sow illusions in what ¢an be ex-
pected from the capitalist sys-
tem and its proponents. Such
illusions serve to strengthen cap-
italism, to weaken the struggle
for socialism, and thereby help
pave the way for war.

Khrushchev’s proposal under-
lines the fact that only a country
that has surmounted capitalism
can make a genuine offer to dis-
arm. It helps encourage the mass
desire for peace, which increas-
ingly tends to take a socialist
direction. But insofar as it sows
illusions in Wall Street’s capa-
city to actually disarm it hin-
ders the real struggle for a world
where war is impossible.

. . . Reuther vs. Khrushchev

(Continued from Page 1)

yvou open your mouth like that
and represent the workers? Do
you want a discussion, or is
this a bazaar?”

(Curran had been presented
to Khrushchev by Carey with
the following recommendation:
“He raises cattle and knows
the importance of corn.”)

CAPITALIST LACKEYS

When Reuther
of geting “angry,”

accused him
Khrushcheyv

said: “And what we call what
you represent -— capitalist
lackeys.”

Of the group as a whole, he
said: ‘The capitalists have cer-
tainly trained some very good
cadyes.”

Reuther complained: “Wall
Street says I am an agent of
Moscow, and Moscow says I
am an agent of Wall Street.”

Towards the end, Khrushchev
made an effort to soothe the
ruffled feelings of his hosts:
“Let us not aggravate our re-
'ations. . . Do you want to see
a change in the social order
of our country? No! We don’t
want to see a change in the
socxal order of your country. I
confess I myself have never
been a trade-union functionary.
But why shouldn’t you gentle-
men visit us. You won't be-
zome Communists.”

Reuther refused to be pla-
cated. He threw a table of
wage rates across the table to
Khrushchev. “How can he say
these people are wage slaves
axploited by capitalism, making
these kind of wages in Amer-
ica? How can he say that they
have nothing to lose but their
chains?”

“We say what we do in re-
taliation for what you say
about us,” explained the Rus-
sian bureaucrat. “Take, for ex-
ample, Meany's gpeeches, I
read most of them. They sound
like Dulles — they sound like
Dulles.”

To which Reuther could only
say, “We have our disagree-
ments and we vecall you had

some disagreement with Molo-
tov. However, when we have
disagreements, no one is ex-
iled.”

That’s how Reuther gave it
to the press. Murray Kempton
of the New York Post implies
that this version is not too de-
pendable. “It is my understand-
ing that at least one member
of the Reuther delegation came
out from the great confronta-
tion blind drunk.”

“Most of the quotations which
Walter Reuther brought out of
the meeceting,” Kempton con-
tinues, “are not now very live
letter, having been dreadfully
punished the ‘morning after,
when the CIO side of the de-
bate sat down and tried to
compose their notes and re-
member what had real]y been
said.”

Kempton even casts doubt on
the references made by these
“frazzled relics of the old CIO”
about the unruliness of the
meeting. “The phrase ‘unruly’
comes out of the union dodge.
It refers to those occasions
when some Commie gets up in
the back and starts bellowing
for the floor. And Reuther, of
course, is the chairman. It is
somewhat untidy, but Walter
gets it under control. We can
depend on Walter.”

However, this contingent of
America’s labor czars did do
their best to keep the cold war
going in the style Wall Street
has demanded of them the past
14 years. There is, therefore,
genuine cause for Reuther’s
complaint about Wall Street's
unfairness in calling him an
agent of Moscow.

WON'T DETER WAR

Fear of the H-bomb will not
prevent nations from waging
war. At least this is what 68%
of teen-agers polled by Gilbert
Youth ~ Research Co. believe.
Two years ago, a majority of
youth polled by the Chicago
firm believed nuclear stockpil-
ing would deter war.

views:

The Key Question: What Policy in 1960?

By Murry Weiss

In the Sept. 20 issue of the
Worker, William Albertson, Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the New
York State Communist Party,
gives a distorted account of the
discussion on socialist policy
that has been sponsored by the
United Independent - Socialist
Cammittee.

The UI-SC has organized a
conference in New York City
Sept. 26-27 to which it has in-
vited all radicd]l parties, groups

and individuals who wish to
present their views on this
question,

So far the Communist Party
and the Socialist Workers Party
have accepted the invitation
and will be accorded special
time in the general debzte.

In addition three members of
the UI-SC administrative com-
mittee will present divergent
John T. McManus, can-
didate for New York governor
on the Independent-Socialist

ticket! in 1958; Dr. Annette T.|

Rubinstein, candidate for lieu-
tenant-governor “on the same
ticket; and Irving Beinin, treas-
urer of the committee.

COPS AND ROBBERS

According to Albertson’s ver-
sion, which is heavily spiced
with a sort of cops-and-robbers
view of politics, the “bad guys”
in the UI-SC — the “Trotsky-
ite sectarians” — are insisting
on an independent united so-
cialist presidential ticket in
1860, while the “good guys"—
the “non-Trotskyite socialists”
— are in revolt against the line

of the “Trotskyites,” who “until
recently, dominated the Inde-
pendent - Socialist Party and

later the UI-SC.”

Like all cops- and - robbers
stories, on TV or in the Work-
er, the element of reality is
thin,

The groupings in the dispute
over what policy independents
and socialists should follow in
1960 do not coincide with their
attitudes towards Trotskyism.
But Albertson tries very hard
to give the opposite impression.

He quotes McManus and Mor-
ris Goldin as opponents of a
socialist ticket in 1960 — a
representation that is not fully
accurate. And he stresses that
the SWP is for a united inde-
pendent-socialist ticket and is
even “insisting on it.”

He conveniently ignores the
position of members of the

i committee who favor a socialist

ticket and who are also “‘non-

Trotskyites.”

Peking Warns
0f U.S. Aims

Although welcoming the
Khrushchev - Eisenhower ex -
change of visits as a step
toward peace, the government
of China warns that Washing-
ton has not abanconed its im-
perialist aims.

A statement by Premier Chou
En-lai, Sept. 6, declared: “The
Chinese people welcome the
forthcoming exchange of visits
between the heads of govern-
ment of the Soviet Union and
the United States, because it
will contribute to the further
relaxation of international ten-

sion and the safeguarding of
world peace.
““However,” Chou En-lai said,

“we cannot but note that the
xmpeuahsts are stepping up the
tension in the Far East and
sowing discord in the r&ations
among the Asian and African
countries. This calls for the
sharp vigilance of ‘the govern-
ments and peoples of all the
Asian and African countries.”

In a similar vein, People’s
Daily, organ of the Chinese
Communist Party, declared
Sept. 15 that the visits are a
setback for American diplo-
matic policy but added that
the U.S. “has not given up its
basic policy of aggression and
expansion nor has it ever
adopted any essential steps
necessary to relaxation of ten-
sions.”
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Factory and office workers
in the Soviet Union will go
on a shorter work week by
1960. Tass, official "Soviet
press agency, announced
Sept. 19 that during the last
guarter of 1959 a 40-hour
week will be introduced —
seven hours for five days
and five hours on Saturday.

Up to now office and fac-
tory workers have  been
working an eight-hour day,
46-hour week. In 1958-59
steel workers went on a
seven-hour day while miners
went on a six-hour day. The
seven-year plan, launched at
the 21st Congress of the
Communist Party last Janu-
ary, calls for a 35-hour week
by 1966,

Soviet Union to Adopt
40-Hour Week This Year

The transition to a shorter
work week will be accom-
panied by increases in piece
rates and a new system of
graded rates for workers as
well as new salary schedules
for engineers, technicians
and clerks.

The minimum wage will
be increased to 450 rubles a
month during the last quar-
ter of 1859, Tass announced.
(The official exchange rate
is four rubles to the dollar.
The tourist exchange rate,
held to be a more reliable
index of the ruble's worth,
is ten to one.) The seven-'
yvear plan calls for the mini-
mum wage {o rise from the
present 270-350 rubles a
month to 500-600 vubles by
1965.

Dr. Rubinstein, for example,
is a vigorous advocate of a
united independent-socialist tic-
ket in 1960. ‘She believes that
such a ticket should be launch-
ed even if it means running in
only one state. (She adds that
she is confident it could get on
the ballot in a number of other
states.)

Her point is that the political
situation leaves socialists no al-
ternative but to run their own
candidates. She sees no sup-
portable candidates among the
Democrats and Republicans and
she believes that socialists
should therefore make the full-
est use of the election oppor-

tunity to advance their own
program, particularly on the
need for labor and the Negro

people to break awzy from the
capitalist parties and form a
labor party.

William A. Price, the execu-
tive-secretary of the UI-SC sup-
ports Dr. Rubinstein’s position.

So does Fred Mazelis, who is
= leading member of the Young
Socialist Alliance and @ mem-
ber of the UI-SC Administra-
tive Committe.

Muriel McAvoy favors an in-
dependent ticket against the
two major parties, although she
fears that the forces are too few
and too weak to make it przc-
tical.

Elinor F‘en\ is for an inde-
pendent ticket and stresses the
advantages it would have in
carrying on the struggle against
the cold war.

All these members of the Ul-
SC are unaffiliated with any of
the existing radica)] parties, and
disagree with the SWP on many
issues. Moreover they agree
wiih McManus and Goldin on
a number of these questions.
This is the true picture.

There is much disagreement
among socialists as to whst to

‘do in 1960; there is much dis-

agreement on.basic principles
involved in electoral policy. To
construe all this as a division
between Trotskyists and non-
Trotskyists is quite a departure
from the politica] reality.

With the air of an under-
ground operator hot on the trail
of subversive plotters, Albert-
son “exposes™ the SWP’s alleged
real motives in advocating unit-
ed socialist tickets. He cites the
SWP’'s position on regroupment
during the past few years,
“proving" that the Trotskyists,
in seeking to help unite social-
ists in a common party, favored
united socialist electoral cam-
paigns.

Ordinery radicals may won-

der why such “proof” is needed.
If socialists could unite on a
common program in elections,
wouldn’t that help pave the
way for a new unified party of
socialism?

But it would also help break
the CP’s monopoly on radical-
ism.

The extremes to which the
Communist Party went in sup-
porting the red-baiting, cold-
war Democrat Harriman agamsx
the Independent- Socialist can-
didate McManus shows how
nervous the CP leadership was
in 1958 about the possibility of
a- new Mocialist organization
emerging from the regroupment
process.

For its part the SWP worked
for regroupment by pressing
for discussion of basic principles.
Its view
tion of a viable party is com-
monly-held principles that meet
the test of reality,

FIXED POSITIONS

The SWP also proposed com-
mon action on given issues
where agreement could be
reached. After thorough explor-
ation of the possibilities during
the past three years, the SWP
leadership acknowledged at its
recent convention that organi-
zational fusion was not in pros-
pect and that for the moment
the relation of forces among
the basic tendencies in thé rad-
ical movement appears to be
relatively fixed.

In line with this estimate, the
convention reiterated its long-
held view that the Communist
Party, because of its subservi-
ence to the Soviet bureaucracy,
1s incapable of developing a

revolutionary workin g-class
leadership in America.
The convention said again

that the Soviet bureaucracy’s
greztest crime against the world
socialist movement is its con-
tinued imposition of opporiun-
ist policies.

“Until the Kremlin bureauc-
racy is overthrown by a work-
ers’ political revolution estab-
lishing socialist democracy in
the Soviet bloc, the Amerigan
CP wil] remain a rival against
which the SWP must wage un-
remitting combat. . .”

This passzge is quoted by
Albertson. He asks rhetorically:
“Can true friends of peace, se-
curity and socialism unite with
Trotskyites whose basic aim is
such ‘unremitting combat’?
Shall socialists unite with Trot-
skyites to help bring about
counter-revolution in the so-
cialist lands?” The distortions

Advertisement

Advertisement

United States.

116 University Place

Which Way for Labor:
Democratic Party or Labor Party?
By Murry Weiss

The Socialist Party-Social Democratic Federation
and the Communist Party leaders advocate that social-
ists support “labor-endorsed” candidates of the Demo-
cratic Party and work inside the Democratic Party.
This pamphlet examines their arguments for such a
policy. It outlines an alternative road to the building
of a labor party and to achieving socialism in the

Pioneer Publishers

as advocacy of

was that the founds-'!

New York 3, N.Y.

New York Militant Forum

Hear

Murry Weiss

National Committee Member
Socialist Workers Party

on

Sdcialisf Election Policy
In 1960 ‘

Friday, Oct. 2 — 8 P.M.

116 University Place
\ (Near Union Square)

linvolved in these
are in the tradition
crudest Stalinism.

First, the “basic aim" of the
SWP is to help mobilize work-
ers for the overthrow of capi-
talism and the establishment of
socialism.

The need for unremitting
combat against the CP arises
from the fact that, along with
the labor bureaucracy, the CP
leadership has_ repeatedly de-
railed this struggle, taking
those sections of the working
class most ready for indepen-
dent political action and revo-
lutionary socialist struggle back
to support of capitalist candi-
dates and capitalist political
machines.

Second, advocacy of a “work-
ers’ political revolution estab-
lishing socialist democracy in
the Soviet bloc” is not the same
“‘counter-revo-

“questions”
of the

lution.”

One can disagree with the
SWP view on this question, but
to substitute “counter-revolu-
tion” for. “workers’ political
revolution” is not in the tradi-
tion of reasoned argument; it

/is in the tradition of the in-
famous school that perpetrated

the Moscow frame-up trials.

The SWP is proud of its po-
sition on, the Soviet Union. It
is proud of its unbroken record
of struggle for the defense of
the Soviet Union against im-
perialist attack and its record
of struggle against the Stalinist
bureaucratic regime of mass
murder.

It is the American CP that
has some answering to do. Why
did it cover up and lie about
the Stalinist regime? And ‘why
in the struggle to fight the
a2nti-Soviet capitalist rulers in
the United States does it line

up with cold-war capitalist pol- |
iticiens like Harriman againstl

socialist-minded opponents of

the cold war like McManus?
Finally, the issue at the con-

ference and for the coming year

is not whether all socialists

gshould unite with the SWP or

even agree with its views on
the Communist Party and the
Kremlin regime. The issue is:
what should socialists do inthe
1960 elections? )

The SWP proposes to fisht

the capitalist parties and their "

|

Two Parties
Losk Alike to
Soviet Premier

Soviet Premier Khrushchev
apparently isn't in step with
the American Communist
Party leaders who advocate
that radicals support the
Democratic Party.

In his Sept. 16 meeting
with the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee, Khrush-
chev said: *If history should
show that capitalism proves
more able than the Commu-
nist system I would be the

fizst to ‘raise my hand in
favor of capitalism.
However, in that event I

might have to decide which
I should join — the Republi-
can party or the Democratic
party. That would be a dif-
ficult choice because I don’t
think there’s much differ-
ence,”

The Senators
heartily.

laughed

bipartisan cold-war program.
The SWP proposes to urge the
Negro people and the labor
movement to break from the
Democratic Party and organize
a labor party. The SWP proposes
an end to the demoralizing, self-
defeating policy of “working
within the Democratic Party.”

It Takes Vision

The far-sighted ones can
see that the world will
eventually go socialist. If
you agree that this is a good
thing, you are probably will-
ing to help the process along,
for it means enduring peace,
international cooperation and
abundance for all.

Have you thought of tak-
ing up the cause of socialism
as a way of life right now?
There’s no goal more worth-
while.

To find out more about it,
send for The Socialist Work-
ers Party—What It Is—What
It Stands or by Joseph
Hansen. 54 pp. 25 cents.

Pioneer Publishers
116 University, Pl,
New York 3, N.Y,
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1960 ELECTORAL POLICY

In June, 1958, a United Independent-Socialist Conferénce
assembled in New York City to consider electoral intervention
in the New York statewide elections in the conviction that
the contending old political parties did not offer the voters
the alternatives of peace and fruitful social change.

An electoral effort for U.S. Senator,
which,
collaboration from all existing socialist groupings, did receive
support
groupings, to the extent that the Independent-Socialist Sen-
atorial candidate, Corliss Lamont, received more than 49,000

Now, in the Fall of 1959, the authors of the Independent-
Socialist statewide political effort of 1958 renew the search
for collaboration of independents and socialists on a common
course for the vastly more important election year of 1960.

® Can independents and socialists of New York in
consultation and in free and full interchange of views,
approach a common course?

® Is it possible for independents and socialists to
mount a presidential campaign in 1960?

® Can we intervené in Congressional contests in

® Are there any other forms of electoral activity
available to independents and socialists in 19607

® How can independents and socialists best join
efforts to thwart the renewed bi-partisan attacks on
labor, and on'civil rights and liberties?

® Can independents and socialists of all groupings
comhine efforts to further the new possibilities for peace
implicit in the fast-changing world situation?

To discuss these and related questions, the United In-
dependent-Socialist Commitiee has called an open Consulta-
invited the Communist Party,
the Socialist Labor Party, the Socialist Party-Social Demo-
cratic Federation and the Socialist Workers Party to pre-
points of view on these issues at the opening
session, Saturday morning, Sept. 26.

We invite all affiliated and non-affiliated socialists and
independents to participate in the discussions.

Fraternal Clubhouse, 110 West 48th St., New York City
Saturday, Sept. 26 — 10 A.M. to 6 P.M.
Sunday, Sept. 27 — 11 AM. to 4 P.M.

USE COUPON TO REGISTER:

Sign below. Enclose $1.00 for registration. Please add a
contribution, too, to help make the conference a success.

I 1 1 enclose $1.00 regi'strati&q fee.
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The Two Khrushchevs

Khrushchev seems to have succeeded
in putting across the attractive image of
a shrewd, bouncing, rough-and-tumble
fighter; a working man, who made it to
the top partly through luck but more
through ability; a dictator all right but
apparently genuinely interested in dis-
armament, peace and trade; a Communist,
but one that gets you laughing before you
have time to think. A real man of the
people.

Khrushchev thus appears to have ac-
complished one of the objectives of his
trip — to displace the unpleasant image
of the Stalin to whose position he fell
heir. The Soviet government is now seen
by most Americans in terms of a human
being with whom you.can talk and argue
and bargain — not like Stalin a sinister
monster addicted to blood purges, frame-
up trials and slave-labor camps.

Despite this, most commentators_ find
Khrushchev something of a riddle. On
the one hand he seems to be dedicated to
the Soviet economic system. He boasts
that it will “bury” capitalism. This has
led some to consider him more “danger-
ous” than Stalin, whose burying involved
not so much capitalism as the system es-
tablished under the leadership of Lenin
and Trotsky.

On the other hand Khrushchev
amazes them with his evident bourgeois
characteristics. He seems most. at home
among the top American bankers and in-
dustrial tycoons. They in turn recognize
in him one of their own kind. To them it
is uncanny that this figure runs the
Kremlin. By rights he ought to be run-
ning General Motors. '

Yet when Reuther and some of his
AFL-CIO cronies sought to engage
Khrushchev in a debate in which they
took the affirmative on “Resolved, cap-
italism is best and so is Wall Street’s
foreign policy,” the Soviet premier took
the communist side and denounced them

How to Know

The “speak-bitterness™ exhibition be-
ing put on nationally and locally by AFL-
CIO leaders reflects more than their own
anger at their “betrayal” by the Demo-
cratic majorities in Congress. It is a re-
flection of the deep crisis of labor’s whole
political policy.

The indicated path — that of start-
ing labor’s own party — is too bold a
step for the timid and myopic bureauc-
racy which dominates the union move-
ment today. It will probably take an up-
surge in the ranks comparable in spirit
and scope to that which built the CIO —
to create labor’s own party, to organize
the South and white-collar workers, and
do all the other things which should be
done.

Until union militants in greater num-
bers push for the creation of a labor
party, the. labor leaders will continue
their bankrupt policy of “rewarding
friends,” i.e. the liberal Democrats.

What is the criterion for a friend of
labor? What he promises before election
day?

Wendell Phillips, the great abolition-
ist leader who threw his weight behind
the post-civil war labor movement, gave

some keen advice on this to a union aud-

ience back in 1872. Phillips said:

for what they are — “capitalist lackeys.”

However, on some of the issues such
as lack of democracy in the Soviet Union,
denial of the right to strike, suppression
of the Hungarian workers revolution, and
so on, Khrushchev could only bluster,
evade answering, or shift the subject like
an ordinary capitalist politician trying to
cover up his party’s crimes.

What is the key to understanding
this two-sidedness? Khrushchev reflects
the dual nature of the Soviet bureauc-
racy. This caste defendsthe planned econ-
omy as the source of its special privileges.

_To capitalists, who envisage destroying

the planned economy, the bureaucracy
and its representatives therefore appear
to be communist in nature. The Soviet
Communist Party leaders defend an
economy that was established by a pro-
letarian revolution under Bolshevik lead-
ership, an economy whose very existence
is a standing threat to the future of world
capitalism.

But the caste is parasitic. Tt is pri-
marily interested in its own special priv-
ileges. It is not willing to sacrifice these
for the sake of the world-wide socialism
of the future or for the sake of helping
other countries take the road to social-
ism. It wants to be left alone to enjoy its
privileges — call it “peaceful coexistence”
or maintenance of the status guo. The
caste constantly iends toward restoration
of bourgeois property rights. This gives it
the bourgeois complexion which Trotsky
was the first to note, to analyze and to
fight. ,

The caste, of cpurse, is complex, rang-
ing from those consciously bourgeois in
outlook to some who share the aspira-
tion of the Soviet workers for proletarian
democracy. Khrushchev, however, as
choice of a wide section of the bureauc-
racy, combines in himself the twofold
character of the caste as a whole with
singular obviousness.

Your Friends

“If you want power in this country;
if you want to make yourselves felt; if
you do not want your children to wait
long years before they have the bread
on the table they ought to have, the
leisure in their lives they ought to have;
if you don't want to wait yourselves,
write on your banner, so that every
political trimmer can read it, so that
every politician, no matter how short-
sighted he may be, can read it, ‘We
never forget! If you launch the arrow of
sarcasm at labor, we never forget; if
there is a division in Congress and you
throw your vote in the wrong scale, we
never forget. You may go down ‘on your
knees, and say, “I am sorry I did the
act”; and we will say, “It will avail you
in heaven, but on this side of the grave
néver.”’ So that a man, in taking up the
Labor Question will know he is dealing
with a hair-trigger pistol, and will say,
‘I am to be true to justice and to man,
otherwise I am a dead duck.’”

Applying this simple rule solely ‘o
the vote on the recently-passed anti-labor
law would mean forever disqualifying
for labor endorsement 95 out of 97 mem-
bers of the present Senate and 352 out
of 404 members of the present House of
Representatives.

McClellan’'s Racket

It is incredible that the union leaders
who are now bemoaning the ‘“killer”
anti-labor law passed by the 86th Con-
gress did not bring to public attention the
most obvious aspect of the Senate hear-
ings which laid the basis for this latest
union-busting legislation.

Who were these Senators who for
two years were blackening the labor
movement with charges of racketeering
and cooked up the bill they claim was de-
signed to defend the democratic rights
of the union membership?

All we have to do is examinhe the
thairman of the Senate’s Labor Investi-
gating Committee — Senator John L.
MecClellan, the Democrat from Arkansas,
the state that has been given world-wide
notoriety by Little Rock.

Any Senator from that state would
automatically be suspect when it comes
to talking about democratic rights in
unions or anywhere else. But if any union
leader were elected to office the way Me-
Clellan was elected to the U.S. Senate it
would long since have become a national
scandal.

The last time McClellan was actually
elected was in 1948 when he received
216,402 votes. Only 11.1% of the popula-
tion of Arkansas voted for him. In 1954
MecClellan won the Democratic primaries
and was unopposed in November, so no
election was necessary. He was “re-elect-
ed” to the Senate with no vote cast. .

What is true *or MecClellan holds

good for other Democratic politicians in
Arkansas and throughout the South. His
fellow-Senator from Arkansas, J. William
Fulbright, was elected in the presidential
year of 1856 by 331,689 votes — only 19%
of the population. The total vote cast
for U.S. Senator was 398,705 or 22.9% of
the total population.

The infamous Orval Faubus was
elected ,Governor of Arkansas in 1954
with only 208,121 votes — or 10.8% of the
state’s population.

Compared with elections in the North
these figures are scandalous. Take New
York. In the 1956 race for U.S. Senate,
44% of the total population voted. Jacob
K. Javits received 3,710,763 votes or 23.5%
of the vote while 20.5% went to the losing
candidate, Robert F. Wagner.

Wagner received a higher percentage
of the people’s vote than Fulbright and
almost twice the percentage of votes that
McClellan polled in 1948.

The McClellans are kept in office
only because they are permitted to
trample on the Bill of Rights which they
are sworn to uphold. They are not only
racists but vicious labor baiters as well.
They will do all in their power to keep
Negroes from exercising their Constitu-
tional rights to vote and, at the same
time, they hope to use the “killer” labor
law to prevent unionization of the wark-
ers.in the South. Negroes with a vote and
workers with a union spell doom to the
MecClellans.

"He beat us to the moon; but we sure scored on the can-can.”

By Harry Ring

.“The United States Vs. Bar-
enblatt.”

That's the coldly official title
of a major test case in which
the Supreme Court imposed a
sweeping curb on the First
Amendment and gave the
House Un-American Activities
Commitiee a new lease on life.

An interview last week with
Lloyd Barenblatt, the man in
the “case,” dispelled some of
the preconceived notions that
come to mind when you think
of a person who challenged the
right of the House Un-Ameri-
can Activities Committee to
exist.

A specialist in social and ex-
perimental psychology, Lloyd
has taught at the University of
Michigan and Vassar College in
New York. A youthful-looking
36, he is soft-spoken, good-
humored and modest to the
point where the center of the
stage obviously is not attractive
to him.

RAISES BASIC ISSUE

He insists he's just “an aver-
age American who likes malt-
eds and movies.” But in 1954
when a House Committee sub-
poena came to him at Vassar,
he decided to fight back. He
challenged ‘the committee on
the ground that its very exist-
ence violated the Firs{ Amend-
ment.

“I felt the basis of the com-
mittee had to be challenged by
some one,” he said. “I was
gware that at the time I was
subpoenaed the Supreme Court
had never reviewed the com-
mittee's abridgement of the
First Amendment.

“I want to make it clear,” he
added, “I don’'t think there’s
anything wrong with the Fifth
Amendment. Its use before the
committee is an honorable one.

LLOYD BARENBLATT

But it didn’t afford a real test
of the powers of the commit-
tee.”

In 1955, Lloyd was declared
guilty of contempt of Congress
for his defiance of the commit-
tee and he began the process
of appeal that led to the Sup-
reme Court decision in June.

On the basis of the 1957 Wat-
kins decision, there had been
some hope that the high court
might uphold him. In its opin-
ion on Watkins, the court had
declared the House Committee
inquisitions had no legislative
purpose — that the commitiee’s
aim: was “exposure for expos-
ure’s sake.”

But in the Barenblatt case,
the court contended, in a five-
four decision, that it had mere-
ly ruled that a witness must be
clearly informed of the purpose
of the investigation and the rel-
evancy of questions asked. It
conceded that the questions to
Barenblatt infringed on his
rights under the First Amend-
ment but blandly asserted that
such infringement was valid
when balanced against the
needs of “national security.”

SETBACK FOR RIGHTS

The ruling was a sharp set-
back for civil liberties in gen-
eral. For Llgyd Barenblatt it

alsb means that unless the high
court-agrees to rehear his ap-

peal he will enter a federal
penitentiary in November for
six months, less time off for
good behavior. The punishment
also includes a $250 fine.

The interview with Lloyd
made clear that the decision to
stand up to the witch hunters
was shaped by his entire back-
ground. “I'm a rabid reader in
several areas,” he explains. “I
have an intense interest in the
philosophy of ideas and the
philosophy of science., But what
I'm really most interested in
apart from the field of psychol-
ogy is social problems.”

He developed his interest in
social problems much the same
way as did many others of his
generation. He was born on
New York’s East Side.. “Edu-
cationally, ' I'm a New York
City product all the way,” he
says. “DeWitt Clinton High
School and City College. My
father was a garment cutter,
my mother a millinery worker.
My father was unemployed dur-
ing a good part of the depres-
sion. I did part-time work
while going through school so
I wouldn’t say life was very
easy.”

After a two-year Air Force
hitch in World War II he did
graduate work at the Univer-
sity of Jowa and the University
of Michigan with the aid of the
GI Bill and teaching, fellow-
ships. He received his instruct-
or's appointment at Vassar in
1950. And then in 1954 came
the fateful subpoena to testify
about “communist infiltration”
in Michigan education.

A former University of Mich-
igan student, Francis Crowley,
had been hauled before the
House Commitiee and. after
first defying it, caved in and
provided the names of 40 peo-
ple supposedly involved in
Communist activity. Lloyd was
among the 40 and one of the
four selected for a public grill-
ing by the committee. »

“Crowley was a student at
Michigan when I was teaching
there,” he said. “He was a per-
sonal friend of mine. Came to
Michigan down and out and I
put him-up, clothed him, fed
him and housed him until he
got on his feet and was able

to graduate.”

He continued to see Crowley
during the four years after he
left Michigan. “I had consider-
ed him a friend of mine. It was
quite a surprise, finding out
this thing was in the works
with the FBI and the commit-
tee for some time while he was
maintaining a pretense of friend-
ship for me.”

ECONOMIC HARDSHIP

That was the setting in
which Lloyd decided to make
the First Amendment fight. The
odds were formidable. He had
no organizational backing. His
contract had expired and des-
pite a satisfactory four-year
record Vassar declined to re-
new. :

He has been jobless abou
half the time since. Four differ-
ent jobs were lost as each new
stage in the court fight brought
further publicity.

The problem of legal aid was
thorny. His first lawyer decided
the fee was small and the case
wasn’t good for his practice.
The second, a civil liberties
lawyer, demanded an even
stiffer fee. Fortunately, he final-
ly secured the services of Da-
vid Scribner, a New York civil
liberties lawyer, who has
fought the case all the way. In
the high court appeal he had
the collaboraion of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union.

There was the need to ac-
cept financial help from friends
of limited means. “That was a
very tough part of it,” Lloyd
said. “I felt they were dipping
into their mortgage money,
their grocery money.”

The' prospect of prison and
the $250 fine, which is 1o ‘small
artount for him, is not “joy-

Lioyd Barenblatt Explains Why
He Faces a 6-Month Jail Term

ful.” But he “has no regrets. I
did it with the consequence
clearly in mind. I don’t think
it’s the worst thing to go to
prison for a principle.”

Elaborating that principle, he
said: “The freedom of the peo-
ple to exchange and form ideas
and to be the highest authority
in the control of their govern-
ment is the most radical of -all
political and social philosophies.
I believe that the Constitution,
specifically the Bill of Rights,
is the most radical document in
this respect that has ever been
framed.”

“It’s difficult to bring this
concept into practice,” he con-
tinued, “in a world where
special interests, property inter-
ests, play such an important
role. But to me this is the
meaning of the American spir-
it. With the attainment of this
philosophy in reality, people
can move forward to the kind
of society which will solve
their problems and allow them
to live in the security, happi-
ness and abundance which the
human mind makes possible”

$50 A BITE

The agent of a New York
tenement was fined $100 after
two children were bitten by rats
in his building.

FRANCIS BACON, Philosopher of Industrial Science, by Ben-

jamin Farrington.

(Available from Pioneer Publishers, 116 University Place,

N. Y. 3, $1.25.)

Francis Bacon (1561-1626) is
best-known as a prose writer
and essayist of the first rank and
as the founder of English ma-
terialism and the inspirer of
English empiricism. According
to Professor Farrington, he was
not only an epoch-making inno-
vator in modern philosophy but
also the earliest herald of mod-
ern industrial society.

Bacon gave a new direction to
English thought by detaching
natural philosophy from theol-
ogy and reason from religious
faith, and joining them to sci-
ence in the form of a materialist
physics. He insisted that men
should turn their attention from
the texts of scholars and the
dogmas of the church to study
the operations of natural phe-
nomena.

NEW METHOD

This “commerce of the mind
with things” was the basis of a
new method of acquiring know-
ledge, the experimental method,
which drew restricted general-
izations from collected and ob-
served data and checked their
validity continually by refer-
ence to the results of practice.
Bacon anticipated the laborator-
ies of today in his description
in The New Atlantis of the im-
aginary Solomon’s House where
many kinds of experiments with
nature were systematically car-
ried on. '

In addition to the impetus his
writings gave to the scientific
investigation of nature, Bacon
furthered the study of social de-
velopment in a materialist man-
ner. He was one of the first
modern thinkers to single out
the importance of technology
and inventions in promoting the
progress of civilization. He noted
that such mechanical inventions
as printing, gunpowder and the
compass had done more to
change men’s lives than any
“empire, sect or star.”

In developing the implications
of this fundamental proposition
of historical materialism, Bacon
was able to assign new functions
and broader aims to human
knowledge. In feudal Europe
positive knowledge served re-
ligious dogma, while the better-
ment of man’s lot on earth was
subordinated to preparations for
life after death.

Although Bacon remained a
believer in the Bible and God,
he was imbued with the secular
attitudes of the rising capitalist
society in England. He saw that
an increased knowledge of na-
ture, brought about by the meth-
ods he projected, would be above
all useful to promote the powers
of material production, aug-
ment wealth, and “administer to
the relief of man’s estate.”
Men could greatly improve
their conditions of life by mak-
ing themselves “masters and
possessors of nature.”

Professor Farrington empha-
sizes that Bacon was the quick-
est to grasp the immense poten-
tial of marrying science to in-
dustrial production which has so
thoroughly changed the modern
world. His great idea was “sim-
ply that knowledge ought to
bear fruit in works, that science
ought to be applicable to in-
dustry, that men ought to or-
ganize themselves as a sacred
duty to improve and transform
the conditions of life.”

Professor Farrington sets forth
Bacon’s work in a different light
than it is usually depicted in
university courses. There Bacon
is primarily presented as a mere
reformer of the rules of induc-
tion. He was much more than
that, declares Farrington. “This
very original and unorthodox
figure in the history of British
philosophy” was not so much “a
reformer of logic” as “a reform-
er of society.”

In a footnote to Capital, Marx
said of Bacon and Descartes that
“they anticipated an alteration
in the form of production, and
the practical subjugation of na-
ture by man, as a result of the
altered method of thought.”
Professor Farrington has sought
to document this appraisal of
Marx in detail py placing Bacon
in his social-economic setting
and portraying him as the Phil-
osopher of Industrial Science.

Although he somewhat un-
derestimates the Lord Chancel-
lor’s: contributions to the mnew
methods of bourgeois thought,
the author has brilliantly and
convincingly demonstrated Ba-
con’s version as a prophet of the
Industrial Revolution, that was
to come.

N — William F. Warde

Headlines in Other Lands

Right-Wing Officers
Executed for Role in
Attempted Iraq Coup

Thirteen Iraqi army officers
were executed by the Kassim
regime Sept. 20. All had been
involved in the unsuccessful
attempt at -a military over-
throw of the government last
March. Justification for the at-
tempted coup was that Kassim
was moving toward “commu-
nism.” Also executed were four
civilians who had been mem-
bers of the regime of the late
Nuri as-Said, the pro-Western
premier who was slain in the
popular uprising of July 14,
1958.

24-Hour Strike Hits

Argentine Railroads

A one-day general strike by
Argentine trainmen Sept. 18
brought a total shutdown of
the country’s rail system. The
workers have declared that
they will walk out every fifth
day until the government heeds
their demand for an adequate
pension® plan. Moves by the
Frondizi regime to load the
burdén of a virulent inflation
on the backs of the workers
through a hold-the-line policy
on wages has provoked in-
creasing ferment. A national
general strike was threatened
foy Sept. 23.

French Students
Resist Draft

French university students,
with substantial faculty sup-
port, are putting the heat on
the de Gaulle regime to ease
up newly imposed curbs on
draft deferments for students.
The new regulations are part
of a move to cope with the
incessant demand for man-
power for the war of subju-
gation against Algeria. The
French high command estimates
that a minimum of 400,000
troops is indispensable for pro-
secution of the war.

To maintain this minimum
troop level, draftees are being
kept in service beyond their
two-year term. This has aroused
much protest and led to the'
present move to impress -some

of the estimated 150,000 defer-

red students. With opposition
to the Algerian war widespread
in intellectual circles, the
French Student Association has
appealed the new decrees to
the Council of State, a sort of
Supreme Court. Students have
been urged to file individual
appeals when they are called
up by their local draft board.
An appeal suspends the indi-
vidual draft order. A mass of
such appeals *also tends to clog
up administrative machinery.

Shortage of Meat

Increases in Poland

A scarcity of pork products
that developed in Poland last
spring is getting worse. Sev-
eral factors have contributed
to the shortage. A boost in
wage levels last year brought
a 12% increase in meat con-
sumption. At the same time,
hog production dropped 6%.
The drop was due to failure
to increase the potato crop
which is the country’s principal
hog feed.

To cope ,with the problem,
the Polish government is seek-
ing to win individual farmers
to a program of investing sav-
ings in collectively-owned farm
machinery. Polish peasants had
strongly resisted efforts at col-
lectivization and today more
than 85% of the farm land is
privately owned.

Polish authorities are con-
vinced that unless a sufficient
degree of farm mechanization
is quickly achieved it will not
be possible to attain the goal
of a 30% farm production in-
crease by 1965.

Spyros Skouras
Not Proving

His Point in Africa

Spyros Skouras, the film
magnate, who debated Khrush-
chev on the virtues of capitalist
democracy at a Hollywood
luncheon is getting a poor press
in Africa for his failure to
match deeds to words. The
Royal Theater in Salisbury,
South Rhodesia, ran a Red
Cross benefit performance Sept.
7. Africans and Asians who
tried to buy tickets were told
the theater was for “whites
only.”” The theater is owned
by a subsidiary of Twentieth

Century-Fox, which is headed
by Skouras. '

The film was South Pacific
which presents a love affair
between a Polynesian girl and
a white American. A line in
one of its songs says, “You
have to be.taught to hate.”

Seck U.S. Capital

For Israel

" Large-scale American capital
investments are essential for
the development of the Israeli
economy, according to Zionist
leaders who opened a fall drive
in New York for the sale of
$75,000,000 in Israeli bonds by
the end of this year. .

Dr. Joseph Schwartz, head of
the bond drive, said Israel
must increase its industrial pro-
duction almost 100% by 1965
to meet the needs of an ex-
panding population. With two
million people in the country
now, the figure is expected to
increase by half a million in
the next five years.

It was reported that foreign
investments in Israel have
totalled $20 million annually
since 1950 and the government
hopes to increase this to $50
million a year by 1965. Over
$400 million in Israeli bonds
have been sold abroad since
1951 with the bulk of the
money coming from this coun-
try.

Protests in Iceland
Bring Removal of
U.S. Commander

Mounting protest by the peo-
ple of Iceland against the ‘ar-
rogant conduct of U.S. forces
resulted in the removal Sept.
18 of Brigadier General G. L.
Pritchard, commander of the
base there. Since the entry of
U.S. troops in Iceland during
World War II there has been
strong resentment of their pre-
sence. The demand for elimina-
tion of the U.S. base has con-
sistently enjoyed wide support.
The Pentagon acted ‘to remove
Pritchard after a recent inci-
dent evoked a new storm of
protest. An American sentry at
the Keflavik airport forced two
Icelandic officials at gun point
to lie in a puddle of watér for
ten minutes while he deter-
mined if they had a right to be
there.



Letters from Our Readers

He'll Do All Right
If He Gets It

Editor:

+ Now they've got slogans plas-
tered all over town on buildings
and buses — “Texas for Christ.”
He'll sure be well off if he gets
it. The oil men who own it now
certainly are.

Maybe if he does get Texas,
he’ll run water into my street.
We pay 50 cents a barrel and it
ain't oil.

Mrs. T. L.
Texas

‘;Management
Would Blanch to
A Deadly Pallor”

Editor:

I think readers of the Militant
will enjoy reading this letter
which appeared in the Denver
Post Sept. 18.

R. H.
Denver

The recent setbacks to organ-
ized labor suggest the intriguing
possibility that conservative for-
ces may bring about changes in
the American political scene that
radical groups have been unable
to effect.

‘Labor possesses the ultimate
weapon against management,

sentatives of management would
blanch to a deadly pallor.

Such a political party would
draw to its membership innum-
erable intellectuals and idealists
who have been trying, with in-
different success, to find a spir-
itual home among the Demo-
crats. Brain and brawn would
unite to inject some real issues,
some hot controversy into a po-
litical scene which at present
can’t be beat for sound and fury,
signifying nothing.

If the honeymoon is over in
the marriage of labor and man-
agement in the United States
(and a long honeymoon it's
been, indeed), perhaps each
partner will at last reveal its
true nature, will assert the long-
dormant urge to express its in-
dividuality, and “togetherness”
will be a thing of the past.

Many observers of the Ameri-
can political process deplore the
lack of basic ideological differ-
ences between the two major
parties. They feel the nation’s
interests would be better served
by a conservative-liberal polar-
ization. That this type of re-
alignment might come, however,
as the result of the foolishness
of the rich and mighty is a pos-
sibility that would probably
have occurred to no one.

Big management and its sym-
pathizers in Congress manifest
little foresight in pressing labor
too far. And labor leaders aren’t
worth their champagne cocktails
if they fail to see that the strike

The Mountain Cave

Birth to a Mouse

Editor:
The labor leaders and their
“friends” in .the Washington

State Legislature racked up
quite a record this session. From
the entire session they have one
single piece of legislation that
they feel they can brag about.
A law was passed establishing a
state minimum wage of $1.00 an
hour. The original bill called for
a $1.25 minimum but an amend-
ment chopped it down to a dol-
lar and then it barely squeaked
through. Truly the mountain la-
bored to produce a mouse!

But the union officialdom can
see the shiny side of the smallest
bone that’s thrown to them. Ex-
plaining the cutback from $1.25
to $1.00, a pamphlet issued by
the United Labor Lobby says:
“Although this was disappoint-
ing, we realize that the bill
would have been in danger of
failing on final passage with the
original amount still in effect.
Since this is our first statewide
law, and does increase the min-
imum wage for most women and
minors from 65 cents to $1.00 an
hour, it is still a distinct step
forward.”

What the pamphlet doesn't
mention is that tens of thousands
of migratory farm workers in
the state, more than half of
them women and minors, are

should it ever be driven to use it;
namely the formation of a so-
cialistically-inclined Labor Par-
ty in the United States. Before
this threat the toughest repre-

trump card.

is not by any means their last

Ruth Knittel
Ft, Collins

NOT covered by the new law.

Nor are thousands of women

employed as domestics, etc.
Jack Wright
Seattle

) Scratch the surface a little and the jimcrow
system in the North is laid bare. Just as mean
and filthy as anything in the South. Backed up,
as in the South, by government agencies.

The Farm Placement Bureau of the Penn-
Sylvania State Employment Service is forcing
unemployed Negroes to take jobs picking beans
and tomatoes on New Jersey farms that pay $2
to $4 a day. The only explanation offered by
Julius Abrams, an agent for the bureau, is: “You
gotta have this . . . because if you didn't you
wouldn’t have any crops.” He continued indif-
ferently, “Somebody has to work the farms.”

The “somebody” are Negroes who have to
slave on the farms ten to twelve hours a day.
Willie Tinsley, 51-year-old laborer, said, “I
work 12 hours every day and I never made
over $2.40 in all the time I've been going down
there.”

Hugh Brown, another laborer, has this to
say: “Most of the folks who are recruited are
on unemployment compensation rolls. Unless
they agree to work on the farms, they are
threatened with being cut off from their com-
pensation checks. What makes me boiling angry
is that they only seem to recruit Negroes for
this work. I've never heard of any white folks
going to work on those farms.”

While they are forced to work for starva-
tion wages under wretched working conditions
they are also prey for racketeers. Contrac-
tors who drive them to the farms each day
in rickety, obsolete buses are paid for *“services
rendered” by the farmers. However, the workers
are also clipped for the ride.

““Some contractors receive as much as one-
third of every worker’s daily salary,” reports
Art Peters who investigated Jersey farm con-

They Earn $2 a Day

By Lillian Kiezel

ditions in person and exposed them in the Sept.
5 Philadelphia Tribune. “Salaries received by
the Philadelphia laborers are not much more
than that received by the migrant workers from
the South,” who earn as low as $2 a day. “Some
farmers pay by the hour. The average hourly
wage is 70 cents, but the worker usually does
not get more than 45 cents of this. The differ-
ence goes to the contractor. Other farmers pay
‘piecework’ . .. one farmer paid his Philadelphia
help 35 cents per basket of beans. The contractor
got 15 cents for every basket picked by the
workers.”,

Abrams flatly denied that child labor is
being exploited. But Barbara Chisolm and
Elizabeth Anderson, both 12, told Tribune re-
porters that they worked in South Jersey prac-
tically every day. They said: “We earn about 50
cents a day for picking beans.”

Southern Negro families are lured to come
North and work on the farms with promises of
“big money” and find themselves in virtual
slavery. Trapped by lack of money they cannot
return home and must work and live in filth,
misery and despair. Here’s how the Tribune
describes it: “Maggots and flies swarmed over
open garbage cans . .. not a child in the camp
was wearing shoes. Many of them had grotesque
scars on their dirt-crusted bare feet and legs —
a few were suffering from dysentery — the
direct result of malnutrition and deprivation.”

Conditions on the South Jersey farms have
been known to government agencies for years.
But they don’t give a damn that every wage
and hour standard on the books is flouted. And,
worse still, that the farm laborers live in squalor
while the farmers' families live in luxury. It is
the jimcrow system.

Notes in

the News

MICHIGAN JOBLESS — The Michigan
Militant Newsletter reports a state Employ-
ment Security Commission finding that there
are now 232,000 jobless in the state, compared
to 485,000 a year ago. The Newsletter points
out that this is an improvement but not as
big as it looks. Part of the unemployment
drop is due to a ‘“shrinkage” of 98,500 in the
work force. This includes thousands who left
the state to look for work elsewhere and
others no longer listed as seeking employ-
ment because they simply gave up hope of
finding a job. Michigan residents may receive
the Militant Newsletter by mail by writing
to ‘3737 Woodward, Detroit 1.

» L *

PENNSYLVANIA WELFARE TFIGURES
CLIMB — Two thousand people a day were
being added to Pennsylvania relief roles at
the end of last month, aceording to Gov.
Lawrence. There were 354,556 welfare dssis-
tance claims in the s{ate in mid-August, the
highest figure since the 1950 recession. Law-
rence said the steel strike is responsible for
some of the increase but that the number
would have gone up without the sirike.” He
said that the August figure involved only
16,000 steelworkers’ families and that the
trend “shows Pennsylvania is still suffering
severely from the recession, and the outlook
for a speedy, miraculous recovery is not. as
bright as many would like to believe,”

* * *

PITTSBURGH ARMORED TRUCK
STRIKE—Brink’s, Inc., the money transport
agency, has been shut down by a drivers’ and
guards’ strike in Pittsburgh since June 3. City
police are being used to guard delivery of
payrolls and other shipmenis of cash normally
performed by the agency. The strike was call-
ed by Teamsters Local 249 when the company
insisted. on reducing the number of men on
each truck from four to three and from three
to two. The company won national headlines
when it was robbed of a million dollars in
Boston.

. L ] %

IT PAYS TO JOIN THE UNION — Union
members average 8% more pay than workers
in non-union shops, according to a study
made public by the AFL-CIO last month.

The study was based on wage surveys of 18+

industries made by the Department of Labor

in 1951-57. More than 1,000 union shops were
compared with an equal number of unor-
ganized shops and the union jobs were higher
paid in almost 80% of the cases. The study
could not show the influence on wages in
non-union shops brought about by pay in-
creases in organized plants. Competition for
labor and efforts to forestall unionization often
compel open-shop employers to increase wages.
Nor did the study attempt to compute vaca-
tion pay and other fringe benefits which are
generally greater in union shops.
* * *

MAYBE THEY KNOW WHAT THEY'RE
DOING — The Columbia Broadcasting System
has made a unique contribution to combating
juvenile delinquency in New York. Until
things simmer down, CBS is withdrawing all
vocal version of “Mack the Knife,” the song
from Bert Brecht’s Three-Penny era. It
describes the exploits of the hero, a cutpurse
and cutthroat who remains successful as long
as he pays off the chief of police.

* *® *

SUES HOTEL CHAIN — C. D. Edwards,
a New York Negro, has filed suit in Dallas,
Texas, against the Statler Hilton Hotel for
$100,000. He charges that the local branch.of
the international chain refused to honor a
reservation made and confirmed in New York.
When he arrived in Dallas, he said, the hotel
informed him it would be a violation of Texas
customs to rent him a room. Edwards, who
had to spend hours finding other lodgings, is
demanding $50,000 for personal injury and
$50,000 for breach of contract.

* ¥ *

THEY LIKED THE ANALOGY—Report-
ing Khrushchev's arrival in the U.S., New
York Post labor columnist Murray Kempton
observed: “Nikita Khrushchev is an authentic,
the real thing. He alighted on Andrews Field
yesterday as a vice president of the Interna-
tional Ladies Garment Workers Union might
descend upon Unity House. He even bore
along in his wake his son-in-law, the editor
of Izvestia. You could almost hearr the 'echo:
‘Alexei is a bright boy, so I made him educa-
tional director of the local.!” A New York
garment cutter reports that someone tacked
the clipping on his shop bulletin board. In
another garmen shop it was pasted along-
side the time clock,
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Scene from New York’s giant Labor Day Parade where 115,000 unionists turned out to
demonstrate their readiness to resist the employer-government attack on labor.

...AFL-CI0 Leaders Adjustmg

(Continued from Page 1)

tion of the Sleeping Car Port-
ers, for example, the resolu-
tion on political action con-
demned both the Republican
and Democratic Parties and
called for the formation of a
labor party. |

Delegate Soderstrom of the
Illinois Federation of Labor has
introduced a resolution at this
convention calling for the entry
of labor into the political field
with its own party. This resolu-
tion goes before the convention
tomorrow.

And in a current issue of the
Butcher Workman a special
editorial cries out for the rees-
tablishment of “class conscious-
ness to strepgthen the
anemic blood which has been
coursing through the structural
veins of the labor movement
far too long.”

The Butcher Wor kman furth-
er warns “that it is foolish on
the part of labor to tie itself
to the Democratic Party when
that label is woven in the same
sweatshop of reactionary think-
ing as Republicanism. When the
chips are down on labor, both
service the gas chambers which
suffocate everything liberal.”

The editorial goes on to call
for “the formation of a farmer-
labor coalition geared to the
needs of the millions in pro-
duction and agriculture. It
would soon catch on and be-
come the balance of power, if
not THE power, in the ever-
lasting fight between right and
wrong. Such would end the
sickening practice of labor lead-
ers following on the coat tails
of double crossing politicians.”

But even this editorial draws
up short with the advice that
“in many casd labor could still
follow the doctrine of Samuel
Gompers to ‘reward your friends
and defeat your enemies.”” This
bit of prudence is meant to as-
sure the really genuine “friends”
of labor that they have nothing
to fear.

ACTION ON ‘KILLER’ LAW

The top Ilabor leadership’s
“practical wisdom” on electoral
policy is of a piece with the
real thinking at the convention
on the new tough anti-labor
law just passed. The convention
has become the place and oc-
casion to prepare for accommo-
dation to the new onerous reg-
ulations., That’s the way the
labor leaders acted when the
Taft-Hartley Act became law
and that’s the way they are
proceeding with the Kennedy-
Landrum-Griffin bill. At the
convention Secretary of Labor
Mitchell announced that he and
Meany had already agreed on
a working liaison. to put the
law into motion.

President Meany has blamed
James Hoffa of the Teamsters
union for provoking the pass-

Calendar
Of Events

NEW YORK

Murry Weiss, Socialist Work-
ers Party national committee
member, discusses “Socialist
Election Policy in 1960.” Ques-
tion and discussion period. Fri-
day. Oct. 2, 8 p.m. Contrib. — 50
cents. Ausp. Militant Labor
Forum.

L
TWIN CITIES

Hear Claude De Bruce, Chi-
cago chairman, Committee to
Combat Racial Injustice, on
“The Road to Negro Equality.”
Fri.,, Oct. 2, 8:00 p.m. Phyllis
Wheatley House, 809 Aldrich
Ave. No. Auspices: Twin. Cities
Labor Forum.

age of the new law. He called
Hoffa — the chief target ‘of Mc-
Clellan’s attack — the number
one enemy of the labor move-
ment. Hoffa in turn has blamed
the weak and faltering leader-
ship of the AFL-CIO for the
actual passage of the measure.
He also charged that the Build-
ing Trades section of the AFL-
CIO had sought special immun-
ity in the law, then' stopped
fighting against its passage.

This was verified in a speech
by Congressman Shelley at this
convention when he related how
the Jegislative agents of the
Building Trades worked at
cross purposes seeking to get
their special interests protected
in the new law. And sure
enough the new act does con-
tain a special section giving the
Building Trades what it wants
on hiring procedures.

Meany took the f{loor to hotlly
deny that the Building Trades
Department did anything
wrong, And by means of this
intervention he brought before
public view his most critical in-
ternal problem — the preserva-
tion of the unity of the AFL-
CIO.

DIVISION IN AFL-CIO

There is a deep fissure in this
organization, and it is the his-
toric one between the craft and
industrial unions. Four years of
unity have done little to settle

the jurisdictional conflicts.
short twenty minutes away from
the convention hall, a machin-
ists local of the Stee] Workers
had its picket lines broken by
a raiding section of the Build-
ing Trades as the convention
opened.

At conventions of the craft
departments prior to the AFL-
CIO meeting the principal order
of business was the fight against
the industrial unions over jur-
isdiction. The Metal Trades De-
partment went so far as to pub-
licly threaten to refuse recog-
nition to the Steel Workers'

strike.

The response of many of the
craft unions to the appeal for
aid to the steel strike at this
convention has been something
less than enthusiastic. The nar-
row, reactionary view of the
craft union leaders reveals it-
self at every turn.

This is the background to the
differences that come increas-
ingly to the fore between Reu-
ther and Meany. Their quarrel-
ling has been confined to exec-
utive sessions of the Executive
Council up to now but the
stage seems to be set for public
quarrelling. More and more
open divergences appear be-
tween these two parts of the
AFL-CIO, as the craft depart-
ments seek to extend their *‘jur-
isdictions” at the expense of
the industrial unions.

SEATTLE - The striking
members of Local 1208 of the
United Steel Workers at the
Bethlehem plant here are still
solid despite steadily increasing
financial pressure. The member-
ship has voted unanimously fo
reject for a second time a man-
agement proposal that some of

UE Local 107
Urges Building
Of Lahor Party

Local 107, Westinghouse local
of the United Electrical, Radio
and Machine Workers, AFL-
CIO, in Lester, Pa. recenily
‘passed a resolution for indepen-
dent political action that will be
presented at the union’s conven-
tion in Chicago. In part the res-
olution reads: : 4

"WHEREAS: The 1958 elec-
tions saw a Democratic Party
landslide with many liberals
elected to Congress, and . . .
there has been an absolute min-
imum of legislation for -civil
rights, low cost housing, hos-
pitalization for the aged, aid to
education, and

“"WHEREAS: The very basic
right to register and vote has
been denied millions of Ne-
groes, and

“"WHEREAS: This condition
has continued under Democratic
and Republican administrations
and majorities, and

“WHEREAS: Big business has
again forced workers out on
strike in a virtual lockout .
while the worker and his family
is denied unemployment insur-
ance and any other adequate aid,

“BE IT RESOLVED: That the
convention of the UE go on
record endorsing the running of
independent labor candidates
wherever feasible, and

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLV-
ED THAT: The UE work closely
with the rest of the labor move-
ment, the small businessman,
professional people, and work-

ing farmers to encourage the
development of a labor party.”

Seattle Steel Strikers
Refuse Maintenance Jobs

the men come into the mill to

do a maintenance repair job.

The Longshoremen’s Union
has been helping by providing
some work from its hiring hall.
About 200 stee] workers show
up at the hall on Wednesdays
and Thursdays when the bana-
na boats come in.

The local welfare committee
has announced that numerous
members have applied for re-
lief and obtained it. Those hav-

‘ing the most difficulty getting

relief are the single men and
the married couples without
children, They are gettmg some
help from the union’s district
strike fund.

One of the sore points with
the members is the absence of
an adequate local strike fund.
At a recent meeting a motion
was unanimously adopted to put
$250 a month aside for a strike
fund as soon as this one is
over.

The company proposal to do
the maintenance job was the
same as had been unanimously
rejected last month. Work on
the recuperators in one of the
mills has to be done before full
production can resume.

This time the company re-
quesied that a commitiee be
sent into the mill to see for
themselves if the repair work
was needed. The committee
went in and took pictures and
the work is needed.

Furthermore, it would pro-
vide work for about 50 men
and if it isn’t done before the
strike ends there may be a de-
lay of about two weeks after
the settlement before the mill
goes back into productien.

But one worker pointed out
that the union might be forced
back into the mill by a Taft-
Hartley injunction and that the
company wanted the repair
work done to rebuild stockpiles
before forcing the union on
strike again.

Another member said that the
steel workers had the eyes of
the whole labor movement on
them and it would be hard to
explain why they are crossing
their own picketline. For these
reasons the previous decision
not to work was unanjmously
reaffirmed.

ers was in the same cell with

Blyn NAACP
Sponsors Drive

For Willie Reid

A campaign has begun in New, York to save Willie

Reid from being returned to

Florida where slow torture;

in the form of the chain gang, or sudden death, in the

form of Sheriff Willis V. McCall
awaits him. |

The papers to send Reid back
to Florida are all signed and
sealed. Democratic Governor
Harriman made them out and
signed them. Republican Gov-
ernor Rockefeller has refused
to countermand them. |

'

To make Rockefeller change
his mmd and keep New York
from being a party to the racial
injustice perpetrated -against
Reid, the Brooklyn NAACP is
sponsoring a campaign to stop
the extradition. The campaign
will get underway with a mass
meeting Thursday night, Oct. 1,
at 8 P.M. at the Siloam Presby- |
terian Church (260 Jef’t‘erson|
Ave., Brooklyn) at which Willie |
Reid will tell] his own story. |
Sharing the platform with him
will be Ted Poston, the dis-
tinguished journalist whose cov-
erage of civil-rights stories has
frequently taken him to Florida
where he has gained first-hand
knowledge of the methods of
Sheriff Willis V. McCall, the
notorious racist, who figures in
the Reid case. Also scheduled
to speak is William Peters,
author of the recently publish-
ed book, The Southern Temper.

The Reid case began in 1950
in Lake County, Florida. Reid,
a migratory farm worker was
in a fight resulting from a crap
game. In the fight his opponent
suffered a cut from which he
soon recovered. Ordinarily this
would have brought a charge
of aggravated assault for
which, under Florida law, the
maximum penalty is two years.
But Sheriff McCall and Judge
Futch, who presided. at Reid's
“trial” chose to prosecute a
charge of “assault with premed-
itated intent to murdery" for
which Reid was given a 15-
year sentence.

It is of interest that the Negro
victims of the “Little Scotts-
boro Czse” in Groveland, Flor-
ida, were arrested by Sheriff
McCall and sentenced by Judge
Futch duging this same period.
(One of the Groveland prison-

Reid.) As is well known, when
the U.S. Supreme Court stop-
ped the execution of Irwin and
Shepheard by ordering a new
trial, Sheriff McCall shot both
handcuffed prisoners on a pre-
text of their “trying to escape.”
One survived his’ wounds and
told the whole story.

Although Reid paid over $400
(his gambling winnings) to ob-
tain a lawyer through the jail-
er, he went to tria] without
counsel and was denied the
right to plead not guilty. The
judge did not even explain
what the word “premeditated”
in the charge meant. It is al-
most a commonplace that fights
stemming from .Igambling games
are spur-of-the moment, rather
than premeditated actions.

As if 15 years on the chain
gang wasn't bad enough, Reid
had the misfortune to be ques-
tioned by state investigators
probing corrupnon among the
guards. A number of firings re-
sulted and Reid was unjustly
marked down as the one re-
sponsible for guards losing their
jobs. Thereafter he was a target
for beatings, brutalities and
particularly for incarceration
in the sweat box.

The sweat bex is a sadistic
torture device about the size of
a refrigerator. Its top is adjust-
ed so that the prisoner locked
in it cannot stand up. It is too
narrow for him to sit down. He
must remain in a crouching
position. The box is out in the
sun and its interior temperature

U.S. Court Upholds
‘Placement’ Law

SEPT. 22 — Southern op-
ponents of school integration
scored a new victory yester-
day when a U.S. Court of Ap-
peals upheld an Arkansas.
school placement law. The
measure, which is designed to
help block school integration, .
was modeled' after an Ala-
bama law which the U.S. Su-
preme Court said was valid

“on its face.”

The placement law permits
racist officials to assign pu-
pils to schools other than
those they request on the
basis of 15 different qualifica-
tions including such vague
factors as “home environ-
ment,” “social and psycho-
logical relationships” and
“learning ability.” The one
qualification that really
counts — havmg the right
color skin — is, of course, not
mentioned.

is unbearable. Once a day the
prisoner is given a slice of
bread and a pail of water. Af
the prison camp where Reid
was held, the guards thought
it “fun” to dose the sweat-box
prisoner with castor oil every
other day. Florida prison regus
lations set two weeks as the
maximum a man can be kept
in the box. After one week a
doctor checks the heart of the
prisoner.

Reid was repeatedly thrown
in the sweat box. His fear that
he could not long survive such
treatment was reinforced by
the death of a friend following
similar treatment. He determin-
ed to escape to save his life;
This meant jumping off a mov-
ing truck under the very eyes
of guards armed with shotguns
and pistols. As he himself puts
it, a man has to be pretty des-
perate to try such a thing. This
time luck favored him and des-
pite his leg chains he was able
to get away. He was tracked
with bloodhounds but by then
he had managed to break the
leg chain. The ankle cuffs. re-
mained on till he made his way
to New Orleans where he gof
some tools to remove them. (
is a five-year offétnse in th
South for anyone to file iron:
off a man's legs.) ’

Reid has heen held for ‘ove
two years in New York jails,
At present he is out on bai
put up by the NAACP nationa
office. Reid’s case is in its fina
stage, an appeal to the U.S.
Supreme Court. Since the ex
tradition papers are alread
signed, an adverse decisio
would mean his immediate re-
turn to Florida.

About Time
They Acted —

The head of a suburban
military academy near Seattlet
was arrested Sept. 21. Alon
with his wife he was charge
with keeping a 14-year-ol
cadet locked in a bathroo
“guardhouse” on bread an
water for several days. Th
complaint said the couple an
school guards beat the bo
with swagger sticks, dousingh
cold water on him to keep himy
conscious. “Colonel” Thomag'
Hopkins, the school head, was
also accused of using judo on
the boy. Authorities say the
school has been under investis
gation for three years. -

Local Diretctorv

BOSTON
Boston Labor Formm, 295 Hunting-
ton Ave., Room 200.
CHICAGO
Socialist Workers Party,
Adams, DE 2-9736,

CLEVELAND
Socialist Workers Party 10609 Su-
perior Ave.,, Room 301, SW 1-.1818.
Open Wednesday nights 7 to 9.
The Militant, P.O. Box 1904, Uni-
versity Center Station, Cleveland 6,
Ohio.

777 W.

DETROIT
Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood-
ward. TEmple 1-6135.
LOS ANGELES
Forum Hall and Modern Book Shop,
1702 E. 4th St. AN 9-4953 or WE 5-
9238,
MILWAUKEE
150 East Juneau Ave.
MINNEAPOLIS
Socialist Workers Party, 322 Hen-

nepin Ave.,, 2nd floor. Open noon to
6 P.M. daily except Sundays.
NEWARK
Newark Labor Forum,
Newark, N.J.
NEW YORK CITY
Militant Labor Forum, 116 Univere
sity Place, AL 5-7852,
OAKLAND - BERKELEY
P.O. Box 341, Berkeley 1, Calif,
PHILADELPHIA
Militant Labor Forum and Socialist
Workers Party, 1303 'W. Girard Ave.
Lectures and discussions every Saturs
day, 8 P.M,, followed by open bouse
Call PO 3-5820.
SAN FRANCISCO ;
The Militant, 1145 Polk St., Rm. 4,
Sat. 11 AM. to 3 P.M. Phone PR 6o
7296; if no answer, VA 4-2321.
SEATTLE
1412—18th Avenue, EA 2-5584. Li:
brary, bookstore.
ST. LOUIS
For Information phone MO 4-‘"94.4‘

Box 361,



