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Nationwide Rally 
Answers Attack 
On Castro Gov't

Cuba’s workers and peasants are ra lly in g  in  rep ly  
to the heavy attack mounted against the Castro regime 
by U.S. capitalists, th e ir press, and governm ental servants 
as the s ix th  anniversary of<-
Castro’s in it ia l uprising against 
the Batista d icta torsh ip  ap­
proached.

On Ju ly  13, scarcely two 
weeks before the Ju ly  26 an­
n iversary, A d m ira l Burke, U.S. 
Chief of Naval Operations, 
told the National W ar College 
in  W ashington tha t “ the revo­
lu tion  is being used by the 
Communists and the danger is 
s t i l l  great in  Cuba tha t the 
Communists w il l  take over.”

The next day the form er 
commander of Castro’s A ir  
Force, M a jo r Pedro Diaz, who 
fled to the U.S., appealed be­
fore  the Senate’s In te rna l Se­
c u r ity  Subcommittee to charge 
th a t “ Communists”  were seiz-

Cuban Unions 
Call National 
Token Strike
The powerful Cuban Workers 

Confederation has called a one- 
hour nationwide work stoppage 
for July 24 to back up Castro 
and demand his return as pre­
mier. The labor confederation's 
chief, David Salvador, urged 
workers to hold meetings dur­
ing that work stoppage to hear 
their leaders stress the impor­
tance of Castro's resumption of 
office.

The fo rm e r p rem ier was also 
in fo rm ed th a t the thousands 
upon thousands o f peasants now 
stream ing in to  Havana by tra in , 
bus, tru ck  and foo t w ou ld  stay 
there u n til he w ith d re w  his res­
ignation.

This dem onstration o f u n ity  
between the w orkers and peas­
ants is designed to set the stage 
fo r  an overw he lm ing demonstra­
tion  o f lo ya lty  to Castro and his 
program  on the J u ly  26 celebra­
tion.

ing power in Cuba, w ith  Cas­
tro ’s help.

A t his Ju ly  15 press con­
ference Eisenhower chimed in, 
though more am biguously, say­
ing that the U.S. was w atching 
the whole Caribbean area.

On July 13 Cuban President 
Urrutia joined the chorus in 
Havana, saying Communists 
"are doing horrible damage to 
Cuba . . . trying to create a 
second front against the U.S. 
and in favor of Russia." Wall 
Street had pinned its hopes of 
turning back the tide of the 
Cuban revolution upon Urrutia.

Castro energetica lly repulsed 
this reactionary offensive by 
fo rm a lly  resigning as Prem ier, 
denouncing U rru tia  as a near­
tra ito r, and ca lling  upon the 
people to demonstrate fo r the 
revo lu tion. Over one-half m il­
lion responded in Havana, fo rc ­
ing the president’s resignation. 
Castro designated a new presi­
dent in his stead.

A ll week his supporters have 
been preparing a vast m o b ili­
zation of the peasants. They 
have been m arching from  both 
ends of the island fo r days to 
celebrate the s ix th  anniversary 
of the Ju ly  26 movement.

The an ti-revo lu tiona ry  ele­
ments are try in g  to h a lt the 
application of the agrarian re ­
forms and the expropria tion  of 
A m e r i c a n  companies. The 
agrarian laws provide tha t no 
person shall own more than 
600-odd acres. The government 
w il l  soon take over 400 cattle  
ranches to ta llin g  m illions of 
acres, many of them owned by 
Am erican or m ixed Cuban- 
Am erican companies. ' Castro 
has given the big sugar p la n t­
ers a year’s grace before ex­
propria tion.
The landowners have run  in to 

headlong conflic t w tih  the pea­
sants and w orkers who are 
pressing Castro to proceed 
w ith o u t delay to implem ent 
the rad ica l measures o f im ­
provem ent he has promised.

“ Self-Defense” Debated 
By NAACP Delegates

By George Lavan
The o ffic ia l record of the N A A C P ’s F ift ie th  Annual 

Convention states tha t the delegates voted “ unan im ously” 
to uphold the suspension of Robert F. W illiam s, the N orth  
C arolina exponent of self-de-*-
fensc by Negroes against racist 
attacks.

This is techn ica lly  correct, 
fo r under the u n it ru le  w here­
by area votes are cast as a 
whole, a ll seven geographical 
regions of the N AAC P voted 
to uphold the national office’s 
suspension of W illiam s. B u t the 
vote doesn’t  te ll the whole 
story nor indicate that the v ic ­
t o r  was hollow .

W illiam s came in to  the con­
vention w ith  tw o proposals:
(1) tha t the delegates go on 
record in support o f Negroes 
defending themselves against 
racist a ttack in  those areas 
where, the law  fa ils  to give 
equal protection; and (2) tha t 
the convention rescind the re ­
m ain ing three - and - a - ha lf 
months of his suspension by 
the national board fo r having 
made his “ meet violence w ith  
vio lence”  statement.

In  an attem pt to “ ou tflank” 
the widespread support fo r 
W illia m s ’ self-defense position, 
the resolutions comm ittee p re ­
sented, and the convention ac­
cepted ,a preamble w hich con­
tained the fo llow ing  statement: 
"In  rejecting violence, we do 
not deny, but reaffirm the 
right of individual and collec­
tive self-defense against un­
lawful assaults."

W hile  thus conceding W il­
liam s a v ic to ry  on the p rinc ip ie  
invo lved, the N AA C P  leader­
ship by unprecedented mea­
sures pressured a ll bu t a hand­
fu l of his hardiest sympathizers 
from  registering th e ir votes fo r 
his reinstatement.

F ir in g  the firs t shot, the na­
tiona l office gave a ll delegates 
upon reg istra tion a p rin ted  
pam phlet en titled  “ The Single 
Issue in  the Robert W illiam s 
Case.”  A ccord ing to the pam-

phlet, “ There is no issue of 
self-defense. There is no issue 
of free speech.”  It claimed the 
“ single issue”  to be a call by 
W illiam s fo r mob action and 
lynching.

To a rrive  at this, the na tion ­
al office singled out from  the 
numerous statements and in ­
terv iew s a single U PI-reported 
news story. A  few  hours a fte r 
tha t dispatch o rig in a lly  ap­
peared, W i l l i a m s  pub lic ly  
stated tha t he was not calling 
fo r in it ia tio n  of violence or re ­
ta lia tion. Nonetheless the lead­
ership's strategy was to ignore 
Williams' statements and end­
lessly to accuse him of urging 
the lynching of whiles.

As a result, news stories 
fro m ' the convention, such as 
tha t sent out by the N.Y. 
Times Service on J u ly  17, ap­
peared under headlines des­
crib ing  W illiam s as a “ Lynch 
Advocate.”  Supplem enting th is 
pub lic attack were rum ors 
among delegates tha t W illiam s 
“ was help ing the W hite  C it i­
zens Councils,”  had been “ sent 
to the convention by the W hite 
Citizens Councils,”  etc.

In  answer to the national o f­
fice's propaganda, delegates 
who favored W illiam s pu t out 
a mimeographed statement: 
"The Real Issue in the Robert 
W illiam s Case.”

On Thursday, the conven­
tion's fou rth  day, W illiam s was 
perm itted  to appear before the 
rseolutions committee. l ie  and 
his attorney, Conrad Lynn, an 
alternate delegate from  the 
Spring' Va lley, N.Y., branch, 
were a llo tted  ten m inutes 
each.

The im pact of W illiam s ’ po­
sition even on th is well-screen­
ed comm ittee is shown by the 

(Continued on Page 3)

Steel Pickets Spearhead 
Fight for Labor's Future

N A A C P  R a l ly  a t  P o lo  G rou n ds  in  N ew  Y o rk

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People wound up its Golden Anniversary Convention July 19 with  
a mass rally at the Polo Grounds. Some 18,000 turned out in a demonstration of determination to wipe out racial discrimination. 
Heaviest applause went to Congressman Adam Clayton Powell when he denounced hypocritical Northern liberal Congressmen 
who speak for civil rights but refuse to do anything effective to help win them.

Humphrey Joins Network Drive 
To Destroy Freedom of the A ir

JU LY  23 — Senator Hubert 
Humphrey of Minnesota has lent 
himself as principal front-man 
in the fraudulent drive of the 
big broadcasting companies to 
destory the federal "equal-time" 
law.

F u lly  aware o f the repercus­
sions its act w ould  have on Con­
gress, CBS denied a ir tim e to 
H um phrey on Ju ly  16 on the 
ground th a t he is a candidate 
fo r the Democratic presidentia l 
nom ination. This c a r e f u l l y  
staged announcement came 24 
hours a fte r the Senate Com­
merce Com m ittee had unan i­
m ously endorsed a b il l  to  r ip  
the guts ou t of Section 315 of 
the F e d e r a l  Communications 
Act.

This p rovis ion requires tha t 
when a candidate is granted ra ­
dio o r TV  time, equal tim e  must 
be g iven to other candidates fo r 
the same office.

The C o m m e r c e  Committee 
amendment w ou ld  exem pt from  
the equal-tim e statute the ap­
pearance o f a candidate on “ a 
newscast, news in te rv iew , news 
documentary, on-the-spot cov­
erage o f news events or panel 
discussions.”

A  s im ila r b ill is being p ro ­
cessed in  the House. I f  enacted 
the equal-tim e law  w ou ld  be­
come a dead le tte r since the net­
works could obviously cla im  
tha t any appearance by a can­

didate fa lls  under th is  sweeping 
“ news”  category.

According to Senator H um ­
phrey, Democratic majority lead­
er Lyndon Johnson has prom­
ised him the b ill w ill be acted 
on by the Senate this week.

The desire o f the broadcasters 
to res tric t free tim e to b ig busi­
ness candidates was g iven re ­
newed v igo r by th e ir thorough­
ly  dishonest exp lo ita tion  o f the 
Federal C om m unication Com­
mission’s now  celebrated La r 
D a ly  decision. The FCC had 
ru led tha t Daly, an Am erica 
F irs t candidate fo r m ayor of 
Chicago in  1958, was en titled  to 
tim e  a fte r the  incum bent en­
joyed several appearances on 
TV  newscasts th a t c lea rly  ad­
vanced his candidacy.

The commission ru led  in  es­
sence th a t news programs were 
not exem pt from  the equal-tim e 
statute. This decision was long 
overdue since the stations have 
frequen tly  favored pa rticu la r 
candidates w ith  use o f th e ir fa ­
c ilities  under the  guise of 
“ news.”

W ith  the connivance o f the 
press and a host o f congressmen, 
the broadcasters set ou t to de­
ceive the public. The ru lin g  
meant, they said, tha t any tim e 
one candidate’s name was m en­
tioned. a ll o t h e r  candidates 
w ould  have to be granted equal 
lim e. This w ou ld  necessarily 
mean a b lackout on po litica l

news since the stations could 
not g ran t tim e to a legion of 
“ crackpot”  candidates, claimed 
the broadcasters.

This hoax was used to justify 
the restrictive legislation intro­
duced into Congress. The H um ­
phrey episode was staged to ram 
the legislation through.

In  denying H um phrey the 
time, CBS dece itfu lly  sought to 
im p ly  i t  w ou ld  have the Vege­
tarians and P roh ib ition is ts  at its  
door. B u t i f  the ne tw ork  had 
granted H um phrey the tim e, the 
most tha t w ou ld  have happened 
is tha t other contenders fo r the 
Dem ocratic presidentia l nom i­
nation could have p u t in  th e ir 
bid fo r  equal tim e. A n d  tha t 
doesn’t mean any in d iv id u a l 
w ho a rb itra r ily  decides he is a 
candidate fo r  the nom ination.

In  fact, Section 315 is already 
so rigged tha t the stations don’t 
have to offer equal tim e  to 
anyone. I t  m ust be claimed by 
other candidates, who, i f  th e ir 
b id is rejected, m ust appeal to  
the FCC. In  any such appeal the 
burden o f proof fo r establishing 
tha t his candidacy is legal rests 
w ith  the c la im ant. *

The exp lo ita tion  o f the H um ­
phrey case was so raw  tha t New 
Y o rk  Times correspondent W. H. 
Lawrence was compelled to  re ­
po rt on Ju ly  17: “ A lthough  .CBS 
said it  had acted re g re tfu lly  w ith  
re la tion  to Senator H um phrey,

there was a feeling in  W ashing­
ton th a t po litics had not been 
to ta lly  absent from  the de­
cision.'’

The dispatch added: "One
thing is certain. None of the an­
nounced or unannounced Presi­
dential a s p i r a n t s  w ill vote 
against the revision of the com­
munications law that is sought 
by the broadcasters."

This dam m ing admission from, 
its own sources d idn ’t  prevent 
the Times from  declaring in  a 
J u ly  21 ed ito ria l tha t H um phrey 
was one o f “ the v ic tim s o f th is 
absurd ity ”  o f the equal-tim e 
law.

N or d id the fraudu len t CBS 
stunt deter H um phrey from  cyn­
ica lly  declaring: “ I f  CBS w anted 
to lobby fo r th is  b ill,  they d idn ’t 
have to lobby w ith  me. I ’m going 
to vote fo r i t . ”

T V  and rad io  tim e is almost 
to ta lly  monopolized by paid and 
unpaid spokesmen fo r B ig  Busi­
ness. E lim ina tion  o f the equal­
tim e clause wTould stop up the 
m in im a l access to the na tion ’s 
p rinc ipa l comm unications media 
s ti l l  open to m in o r ity  po litica l 
views.

Such a curb can easily be ex­
tended to a ll voices speaking on 
behalf o f labor or the racia l m i­
norities. A l l  supporters o f demo­
cratic  righ ts ought to  speak up 
now against th is conspiracy to 
destroy freedom o f expression 
on the a ir waves.

Corporations Plan New 
Moves to Break Down 
Hard-Won Union Gains

By Tom Kerry
The men of steel are in  an angry mood.
The brazen demand of the steel corporations tha t the 

un ion isu rrende r w o rk ing  conditions won over decades of 
struggle has solid ified the ranks of the S teelworkers as 
never before. *

To the men in  the plants, union conditions mean 
the difference between human d ig n ity  and c raw ling  ser­
v il ity .  There can be no compromise on th is score. There 
can be no re tu rn  to the preunion slave conditions in  steel 
w ith o u t a bloody struggle and, as an inev itab le  conse­
quence, a m a jo r social crisis.

The steel corporations are spearheading a general 
em ployer offensive against labor. The Steelworkers, noW 
bearing the b ru n t of the attack, are labor’s fro n t- lin e  
fighters.

As one union paper so a p tly  puts it, the “ steel shut­
down appears to be the s ta rt”  of the big business offen­
sive against labor. “ The p re lim in a ry  barrages have been 
going on fo r a long tim e ,”  says the J u ly  16 N ational 
M a ritim e  Union P ilo t in  a fro n t page ed ito ria l. “ This is 
w hat the b illio n -d o lla r smear campaigns against labor 
have been a im ing at.”  The ed ito ria l concludes by em­
phasizing tha t “ the ba ttle  the steelworkers are in  today 
is the fig h t fo r the fu tu re ” of labor.

The o ffic ia l convention call of the A FL-C IO , asserting 
tha t “ the labor movement is under its  heaviest a ttack in 
more than a generation,” declares: “ The ve ry  r ig h t of the 
unions to surv ive  is at stake.”

In  th is  ba ttle  fo r  su rv iva l, the boss-controlled po litica l 
machines are lined up so lid ly  w ith  the employers. Eisen­
how er sparked the employers “ a n ti- in fla tio n ”  campaign 
at the ve ry  beginn ing of contract negotiations. Since then 
the employers and th e ir kept press have played varia tions 
on th is  theme in every key.

The a ttem pt to fo is t upon the Steelworkers responsi­
b il i ty  fo r in fla tion , induced in  large measure by mo­
nopoly price-gouging, is a cruel hoax.

As fo r labo r’s “ fr iends ”  in  pub lic  office, they p lay 
th e ir usual perfidious role. Fo llow ing  the ill-considered 
proposal o f D avid M cDonald, they clam or fo r Eisenhower 
to invoke his powers under T a ft-H a rtle y  to set up a 
“ fac t-find ing ” board to adjudicate the dispute. Eisenhower 
plays coy. Now is not the tim e, he says, there is no 
nationa l emergency — yet!

In  th is  he fo llow s the lead of the steel barons. They 
are in  no h u rry . For months p r io r  to the s trike  they p iled  
up huge reserves of steel. Even i f  the p lants reopened 
tom orrow  there w ould  be l i t t le  demand fo r steel. W a it 
u n t il accumulated inventories are depleted, then —  then 
the tim e w i l l  be ripe  fo r  the “ fact-finders.”

H is to rica lly  the role of governm ent fact-find ing  
boards, especially since T a ft-H a rtle y , is to supplement 
the em ployer offensive against labor. So long as the 
advantage appears to be on the side of the employers, 
there is, you see — no nationa l emergency. W hen the 
scale is tipped in  favo r of labor the fact finders are 
b rought in  to w h itt le  down labor’s demands, to th ro w  
the w e igh t of “ pub lic  op in ion”  onto the scale in  order to 
redress the balance in  favo r of the corporations.

Labor can emerge v ic to rious on ly  i f  i t  sheds any 
illus ions about the im p a rtia lity  of the boss-class govern­
ment and its  agencies and relies on its  organized strength  
and the figh ting  qua lities demonstrated in  action by the 
men of steel on th e ir  p icket lines!

A t the NAACP's Golden Anniversary Convention
By Lillian Kiezel

The National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored 
People wound up its Fiftieth  
(Golden Anniversary) conven­
tion with a mass rally at New 
York's Polo Grounds Sunday. 
Some 18.000 people gathered to 
hear, among others, Roy W il­
kins, NAACP Executive Secre­
tary, Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, Pre­
mier of Eastern Nigeria, Mayor 
Wagner, Jackie Robinson, and 
Congressman Adam C l a y t o n  
Powell (D-N.Y.).

The grow ing im portance of 
the Negro vote was am ply dem­
onstrated at the convention. 
Governor Rockefe ller and Sen­
a tor H ubert Hum phrey, presi­
dentia l aspirants in  the R epubli­
can and Democratic parties, 
treated -the delegates to dema­
gogic speeches on how they are 
a llegedly cham pioning the N e­
gro people’s struggle fo r equal­
ity .

A t the Polo Grounds Roy W il­
k ins indicatod his awareness of 
the Negro po litica l po tentia l b;' 
rem ind ing  the Democrats: “ The 
tim e m ay come . . . w hen Negro

citizens, sick and disgusted over 
the D ix iecra t chairrpen in  the 
House and the Senate, may have 
to decide to try  to vote the party  
out of office w hich perm its these 
men from  another age to choke 
us to death.”

Who w il l  replace them? “ We 
know tha t the Republican party  
is not perfect,”  W ilk ins  con­
tinued, “ and tha t i t  has its sh ifty  
operators also . . . B u t i f  a 
change should be made, at least 
we have the men o f the Repub­
lican P arty  in  states where we 
can vote fo r o r against them, ac­
cording to th e ir records. A t pres­
ent, we cannot vote fo r or 
against Eastland.”

Thus he voiced the dissatisfac­
tion  of the delegates w h ile  
s tick ing  w ith  the N AA C P  policy 
o f supporting the tw in -p a rty  
evil. The leadership is not even 
considering the possib ility  o f a 
break w ith  the tw o  boss parties. 
The refusal to  tu rn  to indepen­
dent po litica l action makes a 
m ockery of the P o litica l A ction  
Resolution passed by the con­
vention  w hich declares:

"As our objective for 1960 we

call upon our branches to double 
the number of registered voters 
in each city or county where 
there is no interference with the 
right to vote." And "That we in ­
crease our financial expenditures 
to promote registration-and-vote 
campaigns in the South and that 
all the facilities of our organi­
zation be used to make registra­
tion and voting a top priority 
project."

The Rev. A d a m  Clayton 
Powell won the most applause 
at the w ind -up  ra lly  on the 
theme, “ This is an hour . . .  to 
le t the chips fly  where they 
may.”

“ Let. th is also be know n,”  he 
said, “ to the whole w orld , even 
behind the Iro n  C urta in , tha t 
lynch ing  is legal in  the United 
States. The A tto rney  General of 
the U.S. D epartm ent of Justice 
has refused to te s tify  in  favo r 
o f an an ti-lynch ing  b ill;  has re ­
fused to call fo r an an ti-lynch ing  
b ill . . . ye t at the same tim e he 
piously w rings his hands a fte r 
the lynch ing  of M ack Charles 
P arker in  P op la rv ille , M issis­
sippi, and says — ‘We can do

no th ing !’ ”
P ow ell claimed tha t he has 

lost .confidence in  lib e ra l con­
gressmen and senators “ . . . l ib ­
eralism is a sham and hypocrisy 
in  the N orth  today. There are no 
true  libera ls le ft.”

He cited as an example an 
amendment he introduced to the 
labor rackets b ill now being 
w ritte n  by the House Committee 
on Education and Labor of 
w hich he is a member. The 
amendment s h o u l d  prevent 
unions from  ba rring  from  mem­
bership anyone because o f race, 
creed, color o r nationa l orig in .

“ I knew,”  he said, “ tha t the 
Southerners on the comm ittee 
w ould vote against i t  but to  my 
complete surprise . . . se lf-pro- 
claimed libe ra l Democrats voted 
against i t  also . . .”  L ik e  W ilk ins, 
however, Pow ell offered no pos­
itiv e  suggestions on how to run 
these “ hypocrites”  out o f Con­
gress.

In  a vote o f confidence Sat­
urday, the c o n v e n t i o n  had 
agreed to uphold Roy W ilk ins  
and the N A A C P  leadership’s 
suspension o f R obert F. W il-

liams, P resident o f the N AAC P 
branch in .M o n ro e , N. C. W il­
liams was suspended fo r s ix 
months fo r  advocating th a t Ne­
groes defend themselves against 
racist violence. Pow ell referred 
to the suspension as a one-sided 
action:

"Just as the National Office 
of the NAACP purged the Presi­
dent of the NAACP chapter in 
Monroe County, N.C. I  believe 
they should purge these phony 
northern white liberals who are 
completely insincere and utter 
hypocrites and who use the 
NAACP to mask their true feel­
ings. The NAACP must stop 
coddling phony northern white 
liberals." The last sentence drew 
stormy applause.

The convention passed a num ­
ber of resolutions on pressing 
problems w h ich  con fron t the 
Negro com m unity, inc lud ing  the 
figh t fo r school desegregation; 
■the struggle to end d iscrim ina­
tion  in  pub lic and p riva te  hous­
ing; the defense of academic 
freedom and c iv il  rights.

The N A A C P  reaffirm ed its  op­
position to the so-called “ R igh t-

to -W ork ”  laws. “ These laws not 
on ly  endanger the organized la ­
bor m ovem ent bu t have a bad 
effect on the righ ts  o f colored 
wage earners and the economic 
w e ll-be ing  o f the en tire  Negro 
com m un ity .”

The Labor and Em ploym ent 
Resolution w arned the Negro 
people tha t “ The ‘R igh t to W ork ’ 
laws are no t fa ir  em ploym ent 
practice laws and are supported 
by the opponents o f genuine 
FEP Law s.”

A dv is ing  the mem bership to  
jo in  the un ion in  th e ir  in dus try  
the N A A C P  at the  same tim e 
declares:

"The A FL-C IO  C ivil Rights 
Committee has failed effectively 
to enforce A FL-C IO  policy res­
olutions against discrimination 
as these racist practices continue 
in many crafts and industries 
throughout America." T r a d e  
unionists are urged to "raise 
these questions sharply within  
organized labor and to press for 
more effective and vigorous en­
forcement procedures by the na­
tional leadership of the A FL- 
CIO."
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TOWARD THE 1960 ELECTIONS
(The following resolution on the current economic and 

political situation and the tasks facing the American socialist 
movement in I960 was passed at the Eighteenth National Con­
vention of the Socialist Workers Party. — Editor.)

In  the Theses on the Am erican Revolution adopted at its  
1946 convention soon,after W orld  W ar I I ,  the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty  antic ipated the cold w a r w ith  the w arn ing : “ In  the ir 
mad d rive  to conquer and enslave the entire  w o rld  the Am erican 
monopolists are today preparing w a r against the Soviet U nion.”  
B u t the b id  fo r w o rld  supremacy comes too late, the Theses 
added. “ U.S. capita lism  can no more escape fro m  the revo lu ­
tiona ry  consequences of w o rld  cap ita lis t decay than the older 
European cap ita lis t powers.”

W hatever the exact course of h is to ry  m ay be, the im ­
p e ria lis t d rive  tow ard w a r “ w il l  not cancel out the socialist 
a lte rna tive  to capita lism  bu t on ly  pose i t  more sharp ly.”  Sub­
sequent events on the w o rld  arena have confirmed th is analysis.

B y means of the cold w ar Am erican im peria lism  sought to 
clamp an economic boycott on the Soviet U nion and to surround 
i t  w ith  an iron  rin g  of m ilita ry  bases w h ile  preparing a fu ll-  
scale attack. However, in  the post w a r period the  im peria lis t 
encirclem ent was breached by immense social upheavals: the 
Yugoslav revo lu tion , the Chinese revo lu tion , the colonial revo lu ­
tio n  and the expansion o f Soviet p roperty  form s in to  Eastern 
Europe. In  add ition the Soviet U nion was so strengthened by 
advances in scientific, technological and indus tria l potentia l that 
i t  now challenges the m ilita ry  superio rity  o f im peria lism .

A t present ne ithe r the im pe ria lis t powers nor the Soviet 
bloc countries hold a decisive advantage; the w o rltl power 
struggle remains stalemated. The K re m lin  bureaucracy has re ­
sponded to th is s itua tion  by launching a new campaign fo r  a 
status-quo deal w ith  im peria ls im . Am erican im peria lism , faced 
w ith  increasing pressures to slow down its w ar tim etable, can­
no t easily re ject the K re m lin ’s peace overtures ou trigh t. Some 
fo rm  of tem porary, uneasy truce must therefore exist, be i t  w ith  
or w ith o u t fo rm al d ip lom atic  confirm ation.

Whatever diplomatic accommodations may be made in the 
stalemate, a prolonged maintenance of the international status 
quo is excluded. It  is precisely against the status quo that the 
masses of the world are rebelling. Among the world masses, 
groping intuitively toward socialism, there w ill be repeated out­
breaks of struggle against existing conditions. These mass inter­
ventions w ill upset the 'diplomatic equilibrium. Furthermore, 
American imperialism is driven toward war by economic con­
tradictions, even though every successful revolutionary struggle 
makes the launching of war more difficult.

U n til capita lism  is abolished everywhere, above a ll in  the 
' U n ited  States, m ankind w il l  face the danger of nuclear war. 
Am erican im peria lism  w il l  continue its  arms bu ild -up , the 
maintenance o f extensive m ilita ry  alliances and fa r-flung  m il­
ita ry  bases. The Am erican people . w i l l  face heavy taxes, a 
m ounting  pub lic  debt and the consequent in fla tiona ry  pressures. 
The people’s needs w il l  rem ain subordinated to d iversion of 
pub lic  funds fo r w ar purposes.

W itc h -H u n t Subsides
The cap ita lis t governm ent can be expected to keep the 

w itch -h u n t laws and dccrees on the books and to enforce them. 
B u t the recent setbacks to im peria lis t fore ign po lic j' have some­
w ha t eased the pressures of national po litica l reaction. C ritics 
o f the w a r po licy and of the governm ent’s neglect of social 
needs may anticipate a more ready response w ith in  the mass 
movement.

Class tensions may be expected to increase, reducing the 
effectiveness of the witch hunt against radicals, particularly as 
the world contradictions gf capitalism further sap the economic 
foundations of American imperialism.

Since the depression of the th irtie s  the Am erican economy 
has depended increasingly on the basic prop o f governm ent 
spending fo r w a r and preparations fo r war. W ith in  th is  fram e­
w o rk  re la tive  economic s ta b ility  has been m aintained through 
a series of boom-recession cycles. The firs t postwar boom rece iv­
ed stim ulus from  the pent-up consumer demands and recon­
struction tasks arising from  W orld  W ar II . Saturation of th is 
general m arke t and a tem porary decline in  m ilita ry  spending 
led to the 1949 recession.

The economy got a fresh boost from  the Korean w ar, only 
to fa ll back in to  the 1953-54 slum p a fte r the Korean truce. Since 
then boom tendencies have depended la rge ly  upon a qua lita tive  
increase in arms p roduction  and upon new capital investm ent 
fo r  p lan t and equipm ent. The cap ita l invo lved in  p lan t expan­
sion has been derived m a in ly  from  record corporation profits, 
rebates in  corporation taxes and governm ent-financed enlarge­
m ent o f p riva te  facilities.

B y 1957 a trend tow ard  leve ling  o ff in  new capita l invest­
m ent developed. C ap ita lis t production is nearing a po in t where 
excess capacity imposes serious lim ita tio n s  on fu r th e r invest­
m ent fo r  expanding production, thereby losing in  a b ility  to s tim ­
u la te  boom conditions. F u rth e r loss in boom potentia l results 
from  the contraction of the w o rld  m arket. In te rna tiona l ten­
dencies tow ard cap ita lis t economic crisis, in te r- im p e ria lis t r iv ­
alries and Soviet penetration of the w o rld  m arket operate to 
reduce U.S. trade abroad. This is reflected in a drop of about 
one-sixth in  1958 export trade compared w ith  1957.

A t a tim e  when arms production assumes ever greater 
im portance as an economic prop, advances in  m ilita ry  technol­
ogy narrow  the economic effects o f governm ent spending fo r 
w a r purposes. R e la tive ly  few  guided missiles arm ed w ith  nuclear 
warheads begin to supersede manned a irc ra ft, tanks, a r t il le ry  
and o the r weapons p reviously required in  vast quantities. A rm s 
production tends to center in a sm aller segment of manufacture, 
th rus ting  some industries tow ard greater reliance on the norm al 
consumer m arket. The armed forces are evo lv ing tow ard basic 
components o f sk illed technicians. Consequent reductions in  to ta l 
m ilita ry  personnel add to the c iv ilia n  labor force seeking jobs 
and accelerate the long-te rm  grow th  of chronic unem ploym ent 
in  industry.

Although the fundamental course of the economy remains 
screened by cyclical ups and downs, a severe crisis of over­
production accompanied by deep-going unemployment is in the 
making. Each periodic recession tends to go deeper as the booms 
decline in momentum, leaving more pronounced residual effects 
from each downturn.

The basic trend tow ard  severe economic crisis affects ever 
la rge r sections o f the w o rk in g  class. As the last recession began, 
unem ploym ent stood over a m illio n  h igher than at the sta rt of 
the previous slump. Subsequent layoffs were greater than usual 
in  volume. Joblessness continues to run high despite a sharp 
new  rise in  production. Conservative governm ent figures indicate 
the country entered 1959 w ith  over fo u r m illio n  workers, at 
least six percent o f the labor force, s ti l l  unemployed. M ean­
w h ile  rap id  extension o f autom ation continues to w h ittle  down 
em ploym ent and sw ell the jobless rolls. A  steady rise in  chronic 
unem ploym ent has thus become a d is tinc t feature of the A m e ri­
can economy.

Layoffs loom as a continu ing  th rea t to  a ll workers. When 
these occur, fa m ily  income is usually reduced to u tte r ly  in ­
adequate jobless benefits w hich may be exhausted before a job 
is again available. Economic security is fu r th e r endangered by 
in fla tiona ry  a ttr it io n  of mass purchasing pow er and heavy taxes. 
W ith  federal spending, p r im a rily  o f an in fla tiona ry  m ilita ry  
character, accounting fo r  some tw e n ty  percent o f the gross 
na tiona l product, the consumer price index clim bs h igher and 
h igher. F u rth e r price rises are im p lic it in  new government 
spending o f some $11 b illio n  to help overcome the previous 
slump. New state and c ity  taxes are being p iled  on the grow ing 
ta x  burden.

To assume that 'the onset of depression invariably and im ­
mediately engenders intensified class conflicts while, on the 
contrary, the return of the boom has a pacifying effect, would 
be one-sided and false. It  is the instability of living conditions, 
the uncertainty and economic insecurity inherent in the sharp 
swings of the capitalist boom-recession cycle that becomes the 
motive force impelling the working class on the road to struggle.

This applies to periods of boom as w e ll as to periods of 
recession. I t  affects the po litica l conditions under w hich the 
w orkers live . For many w orkers the tenuous economic securtiy 
o f the  postw ar period  has become g rave ly  d isrupted and the

Six Main Points in 
SWP Resolution
(1) Despite the present sharp rise in  production, a 

severe crisis of overproduction accompanied by deep- 
going unem ploym ent is in  the m aking.

(2) Behind the smokescreen of a probe in to  bureau­
cra tic  co rrup tion  in  the unions, the capita lists and th e ir 
governm ent are conducting a b ipartisan conspiracy to 
weaken organized labor and reduce its liv in g  standards.

(3) Because of th e ir energetic in te rven tion  in to  the 
three-year fe rm ent of Am erican radicalism  precip ita ted 
by the Khrushchev revelations, the forces of rev ­
o lu tiona ry  socialism have registered tang ib le  gains.

(4) The crisis produced in  the Am erican Com m unist 
P a rty  by the Tw en tie th  Congress has about ru n  its 
course.

(5) The hopes raised byv the huge Dem ocratic m a­
jo r it ie s  in  the 1958 Congressional elections are already 
being dissipated among the populace, a ffo rd ing greater 
re ce p tiv ity  to independent po litica l action.

(6) The SWP favors a broad un ited socialist presi­
den tia l t ic ke t next year i f  su ffic ien t cooperating forces 
make i t  feasible. M eanw hile  the SWP w il l  go ahead 
w ith  pi’eparations fo r the 1960 campaign so th a t the 
message of socialism can be brought to the Am erican 
people.

class in general has come to fe ll less and less secure. Sharpening 
class antagonisms leading to more intense class struggle are 
im p lic it in  the changing ob jective s ituation.

D uring  the radicalization of the th irtie s  the m ob iliaztion of 
the w orkers as an independent class force stopped short at the 
level of union organization. Independent po litica l form s lik e  
the C IO ’s P o litica l A ction  Com m ittee and the Am erican Labor 
P a rty  in New Y o rk  were misused to support cap ita lis t politicians. 
Organized labor remained under cap ita lis t p o litica l dom ination 
w ith in  a m ulti-c lass coalition.

Buttressed by the long period of re la tive  economic s tab ility  
th a t fo llow ed, th is  po litica l entraprrfent served to permeate the 
labor movement w ith  class collaborationism . The labor bureau­
cracy grew in strength. D u ring  the long w itch  hun t i t  consoli­
dated its d ic ta to ria l ru le  over the rank and filé. Radicals were 
purged from  the unions, oppositions knocked down, and union 
democracy severely restricted. S trike  a u tho rity  was taken from  
the workers. C ollective bargain ing was weakened th rough con­
cessions to the bosses fa r outw eigh ing concessions won by labor. 
The bureaucracy jo ined w ith  the capita lists to d iscip line rebel 
w orkers figh ting  to defend th e ir class interests.

C lass-collaborationist norms m ust give way to class-struggle 
moods as the cap ita lis t contradictions deepen and employer 
concessions become more d iff ic u lt to obtain. Relations between 
the w orkers and bureaucrats are changing as pressures fo r  union 
democracy m ount in the ranks. A n  upw ard curve in labor 
m ilitancy  is reflected in recent s tr ike  struggles. S o lida rity  of 
employed and unemployed as manifested in D e tro it foreshadows 
a trend tow ard demands fo r reduced w ork ing  hours in industry 
and tow ard  increased social demands upon the cap ita lis t gov­
ernm ent. A  fu r th e r rise in m ilita n cy  can be expected as the 
la ten t cap ita lis t crisis unfolds.

The C a p ita lis t  O ffe n s ive
The capita lists are preparing an offensive intended to w eak­

en organized labor and force a reduction in  mass liv in g  stand­
ards. To preserve h igh-leve l profits under conditions o f declin ­
ing production the employers and th e ir governm ent are m ount­
ing an attack on the alleged “ wage-price”  in fla tiona ry  spiral. 
Employers m anifest g row ing  u n ity  in strikes and lockouts. 
U nion demands are m et by em ployer counter-demands ca lcu l­
ated to im p a ir labor conditions. B lows arc dealt organized labor 
through decentralization of industry .

Behind the smokescreen o f a probe in to  bureaucratic cor­
rup tion  in  the unions, the governm ent is preparing a bipartisan 
campaign to-enact harsher an ti-labo r laws. A lthough  the union 
offic ia ls can not be trusted to stand resolute ly against the attack, 
they w il l  not find  i t  easy to capitu late as cravenly as they did 
to the T a ft-H a rtle y  law  in 1947. The union campaign against 
“ R igh t-to -W ork ”  laws in the recent elections indicates tha t con­
siderable po litica l fr ic t io n  w il l  arise in  1960 over attempts to 
fu r th e r im pa ir labor’s rights.

Confusion among the w orkers as to the rea l aims of the 
governm ent’s labor probe w i l l  begin to disappear as the a n ti­
labor d rive  h its home in the unions. Recognition w il l  grow that, 
to w in  th e ir democratic righ ts and safeguard th e ir class in te r­
ests, the w orkers m ust defend themselves more Vigorously 
against both the union bureaucracy and the cap ita lis t govern­
ment. Bureaucrati'c co rrup tion  w il l  be seen to stem from  the 
greater leadership crim e o f class collaboration, fo r w h ich  the 
w orkers pay in  speedup, economic insecurity  and the danger of 
nuclear w ar. ,

Union bureaucrats of the Hoffa-Beck type who have been 
the in it ia l targets o f the M cC lellan probe are notorious fo r the ir 
th ievery, gangsterism and other co rrup t practices in  union office. 
B u t th e ir rem oval is the in te rna l business of th e  unions, not a 
m atte r to be le ft to cap ita lis t po litic ians whose aim  is to  under­
mine the unions themselves on the p re tex t of figh ting  bureau­
cratic corruption. When other bureaucrats, foo lish ly  hoping to 
purchase im m un ity , support the M cC lellan attack, they com m it 
a crime against labor.

However, in the ve ry  act of cap itu lation  they create a new 
factor inside the unions. A  d iffe ren tia tion  begins w ith in  the 
bureaucracy, serving to sp lit its m ono lith ic  fro n t against the 
rank and file. On the negative side, the resu ltan t expulsion of 
some unions from  the A F L -C IO  weakens labor’s united power. 
On the positive side,- the rup tu re  o f the bureaucratic m onolith  | 
fac ilita tes th o u g h t fo r union democracy.

Although the bureaucratic grip over the unions is less firm, 
internal rebellion has not mounted to the point where militants 
can push forward without serious danger of reprisal. Protest 
m<Jves which directly challenge the officialdom can be con­
templated only with assurance of adequate mass support locally 
and with due regard to the national situation. Premature action 
can still lead to victimization and the loss of later opportunities 
for successful intervention. Each concrete union situation w ill 
require careful study to determine where it is realistic to play 
a limited role and also to avoid going off half-cocked. In  every 
case policy must be closely attuned to the actual relation of 
forces between rebel workers and union bureaucrats.

The m ain w ork  of m ilitan ts  in  the unions should continue 
to center on propaganda advancing the program  of transitiona l 
demands and the labor pa rty  perspective. These propaganda 
efforts, under conditions of sharpening class antagonisms and 
grow ing demands fo r  union democracy, w i l l  help prepare the 
way fo r a new le ft w ing  in  the unions oriented towards a 
class-struggle program.

Possibilities exist fo r  a c tiv ity  in  the struggle fo r  Negro 
equality. Conflicts between the pressures of the Negro people 
and the d ila to ry  policies of the cap ita lis t po litic ians are sharp­
ening. P ara lle l antagonisms aris ing from  grow ing mass m i l i t ­
ancy w ith in  the general corjfines of conservative N AA C P policy 
indicate the need fo r alertness to opportun ities to break through 
the legalistic boundaries o f present N AAC P  po licy and advance 
tow ard mass action. Contact w ith  w ide r circles made in re ­
groupm ent w ork  can serve to reinforce a c tiv ity  o f th is k ind. In 
add ition  persistent efforts should be made to w in  labor support 
o f the struggles. O ur propaganda should s trong ly emphasize the 
need fo r independent p o lit ica l action and an alliance between 
labor and the Negro people.

Mass aspirations fo r changes in governm ental po licy  were 
reflected in  1958 in  the election o f b ig  Dem ocratic m ajorities 
to Congress. These aspirations are already being frustra ted. 
Close attention to the Democratic record w il l  provide valuable 
materia ls fo r labor party  propaganda. S tudy of labor’s cam­
paigns against “ R igh t-to -W ork”  laws in  the recent elections w ill 
fu r th e r help to enrich socialist propaganda, as w il l  careful 
analysis of the po litica l characteristics inherent in the develop­
ing unemployed movement. A lthough the SWP does not at 
present expect a labor p a rty  developm ent in 1960, propaganda 
fo r such a po litica l a lte rna tive  can help w in  adherents fo r sup­
port to a socialist ticke t.

R e g ro u p m e n t B a la n c e  S heet
The shattering im pact o f the K hrushchev revelations at the 

Tw entie th  Congress of the Com m unist P a rty  of the USSR in 
1956 tore many people loose from  th e ir  fo rm er a llegiance-to the 
Am erican CP and made i t  im pera tive  to offer these dissidents 
a revo lu tionary  a lte rna tive  to S talin ism . The SW P’s proposal 
was to regroup the socialist forces in  a bigger and broader 
revo lu tionary  organization. i

From  the outset our capacity to l in k  th is . propaganda 
p o litica l campaign w i t h , concrete issues of the class struggle 
was severely lim ite d  by the ob jective s itua tion  in the country. 
W ith  the union movement s til l dominated by conservatism and 
passiv ity and mass action at a low  ebb, regroupm ent a c tiv ity  
centered p r im a r ily  around the discussion o f program m atic 
questions and proposals fo r united electoral campaigns on a 
m in im um  socialist program.

Some o f the dissidents who had already been c ritica l of 
the CP’s electoral policies here and there agreed to collaborate 
w ith  the SWP to promote independent socialist po litica l ac tiv ity . 
This in itse lf represented a step fo rw a rd  in Am erican radicalism  
because in  the U nited States a break w ith  cap ita lis t polities 
remains centra l to the solution o f the basic h is to rica l problems.

In  the course of the continu ing crisis o f S ta lin ism  and the 
energetic in te rvention  of the SWP, the re la tion  o f forces w ith in  
the radical movement sh ifted to the advantage o f revo lu tionary  
socialism. The Com m unist P a rty  of the USA has been reduced 
to a ho llow  shell o f its fo rm er self, though i t  w i l l  rem ain a 
dangerous obstruction to the ‘developm ent o f a class-conscious 
socialist movem ent so long as the bureaucratic fountainhead 
of S ta lin ism  holds pow er in  the K rem lin .

In  opposition to the trend tflw a rd  revo lu tiona ry  regroup­
ment headed by the SWP, the crisis o f S ta lin ism  prom oted a 
counter-trend fo r  am algam ation o f Social-Democratic elements 
on an essentially p ro -im peria lis t basis. The Shachtmanites were 
liqu ida ted  and absorbed in to  the SP-SDF in th is  retrogressive 
process.

The SWP’s regroupm ent in it ia t iv e  led to fra te rna l d is­
cussions and un ited actions on specific issues w ith  dissident ele­
ments where we found common agreement. Cooperation was 
strengthened in  a num ber o f defense cases. B u t the main 
trend in  the firs t phase was tow ard  symposium discussions, 
symbolized by the launching of the Am erican Forum  fo r 
Socialist Education.

The most responsive radicals soon became dissatisfied with 
mere discussion and new possibilities emerged for socialist 
activity. This culminated in the 1958 united socialist election 
campaigns in some states and in greater support to SWP 
tickets in others.

In  the united campaigns the SWP could pu t fo rw ard  only 
pa rt of its program. B u t this d id  not cancel out th e ir  value as 
a means of d raw ing broader socialist forces in to  positive action 
on the key issue facing Am erican labor —  independent class 
po litica l action as against support to cap ita lis t parties. Form er 
S ta lin is t supporters were m obilized in d irect opposition to CP 
po licy  in  an electoral coa lition  w ith  SWP members and sup­
porters, among others.

Those who have moved tow ard  lim ite d  po litica l co llabor­
ation w ith  the SWP did so in a con trad ic to ry  w ay. W h ile  they 
have shown a p a rtia l capacity to take class-struggle positions, 
they also re ta in  class-collaborationist illusions long inculcated 
in to  them  by S ta lin ism  and Am erican em piric ism . Some believe 
tha t the single fact of runn ing  on a cap ita lis t ticke t should' not 
d isqua lify  a candidate from  socialist support. Illusions rem ain 
about the recreation of a W allace-type cap ita lis t th ird  party. 
Lack of class-struggle pressure tends to re tard fu r th e r immediate 
advances in clear-cut class politics. M any who have turned away 
from  the CP cling to fundam enta lly  S ta lin is t a ttitudes on such 
basic issues as support to  the struggles of the, Soviet w orkers 
against the bureaucratic caste and the fo rm  the conflic t must 
u ltim a te ly  assume, namely, the po litica l revo lu tion  fo r Soviet 
democracy.

In  un ited actions w ith  such radicals the SWP sought to 
emphasize points o f agreement ra the r than re ject collaboration 
because of rem ain ing differences. W h ile  m ain ta in ing  and exer­
cising fu l l  freedom to present and defend its en tire  program  in 
the press and" public, the SWP jo ined in action w ith  them  on 
agreed po litica l issues and hoped to influence them  fu rth e r 
tow ard  fu l l  revo lu tionary  views. We saw in  the crisis o f S ta lin ­
ism a chance to strengthen revo lu tiona ry  socialism and better 
prepare the vanguard leadership fo r the next wave o f mass 
radicalization.

E n c o u ra g in g  G a ins
The revo lu tiona ry  socialist movem ent has registered a 

num ber of tangible gains as the result o f the SWP’s in te rvention  
in the fe rm ent of Am erican radicalism  precip ita ted by the 20th 
Congress:

(1) Free discussion among socialists of va ry ing  views, w h ich  
had fo r th ir ty  years been prevented by S talin ism , was revived 
and carried on v igorously fo r  m any months, extending in to  
S ta lin is t circles from  w hich  the ideas o f genuine M arx ism  had 
been com pletely debarred.

(2) The CP proscrip tion of “ T ro tsky ism ”  was broken and 
the SW P’s r ig h t to partic ipate in  activ ities and discussions 
w ith in  Am erican rad ica l circles was recognized and established 
in  practice.

(3) The precedent-breaking common campaigns in  the elec­
to ra l field and other spheres contribu ted  to the re v iva l o f in ­
dependent socialist p o lit ica l action and so lida rity  in  struggle 
against cap ita lis t reaction.

(4) A  significant num ber of fo rm er members and sympa­
thizers of the CP were recru ited  and in tegrated in to  the ranks 
of the SWP.

(5) The SWP acquired more power as an in it ia tin g  center 
w ith in  the radical movement and more attractiveness as the 
decisive organized force pressing fo r  socialist objectives.

(6) The im pact o f the shakeup in Am erican radicalism  plus 
the a le rt and continu ing  in te rven tion  of the SWP on the scene 
brought in to  being a na tiona lly  organized revo lu tionary-socia l­
ist youth cadre fo r  the firs t tim e in a generation.

(7) As a consequence of a ll these developments over the 
past three years, the a b ility  o f the revo lu tionary-socia lis t forces 
to head off Am erican S ta lin ism  in  contending fo r leadership in  
the next upsurge of Am erican labor m ilitancy  has been measur­
ably improved.

While American radicalism has been experiencing an un­
interrupted decline owing to adverse objective conditions, the 
revolutionary socialist tendency represented by the SWP is the 
only one that has gained ground and strengthened its relative 
position over the past three years. This is attributable to the 
correctness and effectiveness of its regroupment policy. By a 
negative outlook and altitude, merely repeating previous formu­
las and criticizing from the sidelines, the cause of revolutionary 
socialism would have gained nothing but would most certainly 
have lost ground.

A n opportun ity  to rev ita lize  the ranks of revo lu tiona ry  
socialism arises from  changes beginning to take place among 
the youth of the country. For many years a ll rad ica l groups 
have subsisted p r im a rily  on aging cadres. W inn ing  the youth 
has become one of the most urgent problems of the day fo r 
revolutionists. Signs o f restivencss are observable on the campus. 
Young workers, too, begin to be disturbed by the  insecurity  
inherent in  the swings of the boomrrecession economic cycle. 
Above a ll, the youth as d ra ft-b a it are much concerned about 
war, m ilita r iza tio n  and the H -bom b menace and are looking 
fo r clear answers to the profound issues facing m ankind.

In terest in  radicalism  is s tir r in g  among students who are 
usually the firs t to reflect such trends. In  tim e radical moods w il l  
increase among w o rke r youth  as w e ll. The regroupm ent po licy 
has helped channel the firs t contingent of youth  tow ard  revo­
lu tio n a ry  socialism.

These accomplishments in regroupment. w o rk  have set the 
stage fo r stepping up counterposition o f au thentic M arx is t 
views to those of the S ta lin ists and Social-Democrats, advanced 
in in te rre la tion  w ith  the propaganda approach to the mass 
movement.

Am ong the centra l issues invo lved  are: The b u rn ing  need 
fo r  independent socialist and working-class p o lit ica l action. 
R evolu tionary 1 opposition to im pe ria lis t fo re ign policy. The 
socialist answer to cap ita lis t economic insecurity . W orkers de­
mocracy —  w ith in  the revo lu tiona ry  pa rty , the highest and 
most conscious fo rm  o f class organization through w h ich  the 
class leadership must be forged; w ith in  the mass organizations, 
p a rticu la rly  the unions as a basic instrum ent of organized class 
power; w ith in  the w orkers states as the indispensable prere­
quisite  fo r the advance to a socialist society. A l l  th is  is re ­
quired to b u ild  a revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  capable of leading th'e 
Am erican w orkers to socialism.

The SWP cannot bank on any im m ediate basic change in  
the mass movement, no r can 1959 be expected to provide scope 
fo r un ited po litica l campaigns even to the exten t possible in  
1958. L im ite d  avenues fo r  concrete actions are available th rough 
c iv il- lib e rtie s  cases and through w o rk  in  the Negro struggle. 
The pa rty  should neglect no rea lis tic  openings fo r activ ities in  
the unemployed movement. Its  p rim a ry  task in  the unions at 
the present tim e  is to lay  propaganda foundations fo r fu tu re  
w o rk  in  accord w ith  the real pace of na tiona l and local de­
velopments. Concentration upon the expansion of press c ir­
cu la tion  w il l  help prepare the  po litica l ground fo r fu tu re  le ft-  
w ing  activ ities  in  the mass movement.

A t present the 1960 presidentia l elections loom as the next 
m a jo r p o lit ica l action. A  complex o f factors outside the SW P’s 
contro l make a un ited socialist presidentia l tic ke t an uncerta in  
prospect. I f  su ffic ien t cooperating forces can be brought to ­
gether in  agreement to make the e ffo rt feasible and w o rth w h ile , 
the SWP favors p u ttin g  a broad socialist tic ke t (on acceptable 
lines) in  the race in  order to  advance and popularize the  idea 
o f independent socialist p o lit ica l action. However, in  v iew  o f 
the d ifficu ltie s  and uncertainties of rea liz ing  th is under present 
conditions, the SWP w il l  make a ll the necessary preparations 
to run  its own candidates so tha t in  any event the message of 
socialism can be brought to the Am erican people in  the 1960 
elections.

C ris is  in  th e  C o m m u n is t P a r ty
A fte r  30 years of steadfast struggle fo r revo lu tionary-so­

c ia lis t positions, objective events have come p o w e rfu lly  to the 
aid o f the M arx is ts  in  exposing the bankrup tcy  o f S ta lin is t 
theory and its p o lit ica l treachery. K hrushchev’s repud ia tion  of 
S ta lin  shattered the ideological s tructure  o f the Communist 
Party , fu r th e r d iscred iting  i t  p o lit ica lly  and m ora lly . T ro tsky ism  
thereby won fresh v ind ica tion  in  its long, p rinc ip led  opposition 
to S ta lin ism  and gained im m easurably in  ideological, p o lit ica l 
and m oral capital. The SWP is no longer at the tremendous 
disadvantage before S ta lin ism  tha t operated du ring  the ra d ica li­
zation of the th irties .

U n til the K re m lin  bureaucracy is overth row n by a w o rke r’s 
po litica l revo lu tion  establishing socialist democracy in  the Soviet 
bloc, the Am erican CP w il l  rem ain a r iv a l against w h ich  the 
SWP must wage un re m ittin g  combat. The tem porary res tab ili- 
zation of bureaucratic ru le  reflected in the T w e n ty -F irs t Con­
gress of the CPSU gives S ta lin ism  both there and here a fu rth e r 
lease on life . B u t the position of the Soviet bureaucracy re ­
mains unstable and insecure. Thus the life  expectancy o f the 
Am erican CP as a K re m lin  agency grows shorter. The SWP’s 
prom pt and aggressive in te rven tion  has helped to fo res ta ll a 
CP resurgance and to speed its  fu r th e r decline.

The crisis provoked by the 20th Congress disclosures has 
about run  its course in  the U n ited  States. The rem nants of the 
die-hard S ta lin ists have been reorganized on a cons’ide rab ly  re ­
duced basis. The great b u lk  o f functionaries and members who 
have le ft the pa rty  in  the past three years have fa iled  to set 
up any semblance of organization, except fo r  the u ltra -S ta lin is t 
Vanguard group. They have e ithe r re tired  fro m  active rad ica l 
po litics a ltogether o r are p lay ing  Dem ocratic P a rty  po litics 
learned in the S ta lin is t school.

A lthough  a large num ber o f pro-Sovie t sympathizers are 
no longer under d irec t dom ination by the CPUSA, they are 
d isp laying a m ore and more u n c ritica l a ttitude  tow ard  the 
bureaucratic regimes in  the Soviet bloc. Moreover, m any o f 
them, in  the absence o f any extensive mass pressure fo r  inde­
pendent p o lit ica l action, e xh ib it a stronger disposition to support 
“ progressive”  candidates on cap ita lis t pa rty  ticke ts in  order to 
beat some “ reactionary at a ll costs.”

The regroupm ent po licy w i l l  p robab ly re ta in  its v a lid ity  
as a method o f approach to new  break-aw ay currents reacting 
to another big shakeup in  the Soviet o rb it or, more im porta rttly , 
as an approach to new trans itiona l form ations w h ich  may arise 
out of the mass movem ent in  the early  stages of coming d is­
turbances w ith in  U.S. capita lism . M eanw hile, a ll the fra te rna l 
re lations and common enterprises w hich have been established 
w ith  so many people o f d iffe ren t tendencies in  the past three 
years should be m ainta ined and extended, w herever possible. 
B u t i t  w ou ld  be unrea lis tic  to  persist in  ou r campaign fo r  or­
ganizational regroupm ent along previous lines. The significant 
changes in  externa l circumstances noted above cu rta il the pros­
pects fo r organizational fusion w ith  forces now v is ib le  on the 
scene.

E ve ry th ing  th a t has happened since the outbreak o f the 
crisis of S ta lin ism  has served to confirm  the position of T ro tsky ­
ism as the on ly  genuine re vo lu tiona ry  tendency in  ou r own 
country and on a w o rld  scale. There has been and there is 
no reason w hatever to abandon or m od ify  the basic program ­
m atic positions w orked out by  our m ovem ent and consistently 
defended in struggle since 1928. O ver the past three years the 
SWP has again shown in practice its w illingness to cooperate 
w ith  socialistrm inded ind iv idua ls  and groups o f d iffe r in g  po­
lit ic a l views in  specific issues invo lv ing  c iv il rights, the labor 
movement, the Negro struggle and the cause o f socialism. The 
p a rty  has exchanged ideas on program m atic questions w ith o u t 
ra ising u ltim a tis tic  conditions w h ich  w ou ld  have shut o ff d is­
cussion before i t  could start. O ur pa rty  intends to continue 
along th is line. •

B u t th is  method o f approach, w h ich  we firs t applied in  the 
revo lu tiona ry  socialist regroupm ent activ ities  of the 1930’s, does 
not im p ly  and has never .im p lied  any in ten tion  on our p a rt 
to bu ild  a p o lit ic a lly  heterogenous organization at the expense 
of revo lu tiona ry  princip les w ith o u t w hich no effective and en­
du ring  revo lu tiona ry  vanguard p a rty  can be created. As ex ­
p lic it ly  stated in  its o rig ina l declaration on socialist regroup­
ment in  the U.S., the SWP has been guided by the undev ia ting  
a im  of p rom oting the ideas, programs and methods o f revo- 
lu tionary-socia lism  in  opposition to the programs and practices 
of Social-Democratic re form ism  and S ta lin ism  or any other 
po litica l fo rm ation  sharing th e ir ideas to one degree or another.

As evidenced by our fusions w ith  revo lu tiona ry  socialist 
currents of d iffe ren t orig ins in  the past and by our efforts 
Over the past three years, we are no t organizational fetishists. 
We ask on ly  th a t w hatever pa rty  organization m ay emerge 
from  such an unavoidable process of collaboration and eventual 
merger of socialist elements should meet the test of revo lu tion ­
a ry  princip les w h ich  alone can give a new  and broader party  
h is to ric  significance.

We are convinced, as our 1946 Theses on the Am erican 
R evolution stated, tha t the class struggle in  the U nited States 
must necessarily cu lm inate in  a social revo lu tion , and the 
indispensable instrum ent to lead and organize th is necessary 
social revo lu tion  is a p ro le ta rian  socialist pa rty  of the k in d  we 
have consistently advocated from  the beginning of ou r m ove­
ment. To those searching fo r the best means of conducting 
organized socialist a c tiv ity  today, we extend an in v ita tio n  to 
jo in  the SWP. In  our p a rty  they w il l  find  both an instrum ent 
fo r m ilita n t action and the means to w o rk  along p rinc ip led  
lines fo r the broadest possible regroupm ent o f Am erican revo­
lution ists.
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Steel Profits and Inflation
In  th e ir  propaganda campaign against 

the steel workers, the Steel Companies 
C oordinating Comm ittee, the general staff 
of the steel magnates, has placed fu ll-page 
scare-ads in  the press from  coast to coast, 
screaming: “ Steel Union On S trike  For 
M ore In fla tio n .”

B idd ing  fo r pub lic  sym pathy, the cor­
pora tion  heads cla im  th a t th is  is “ the rea l 
issue at stake in  the steel s trike .”  A no ther 
wage increase, they say, w ou ld  set off 
s im ila r increases in  o ther industries and 
add to “ the deadly in fla tion  sp ira l.”

Th is h igh-leve l e ffo rt to blame wage- 
increases fo r in fla tion  has ju s t been th o r­
ough ly exposed in  a report on “ In fla tion - 
Cause and Cure,”  issued by the Confer­
ence on Economic Progress and w r it te n  
by Leon H. Keyserling , chairm an of the 
P resident’s Council of Economic Advisers 
under Trum an.

The b ig  concentrated industries who 
con tro l prices in  th e ir  fields have been 
ch ie fly  responsible fo r  the rise in  w hole­
sale prices in  recent years, Keyserling  
says. These have been headed by the steel 
monopolists.

Since 1956 and 1957, K eyserling  points 
out, the prices of food and c lo th ing  pro ­
ducts, unmonopolized sectors of the econ­
omy, w ent down s lig h tly  at wholesale. 
B u t the prices charged by the  big “ ad­
m in istered p rice ”  industries like  steel 
soared.

W hy d id  th is  happen? The “ o ffic ia l” 
explanation, K eyserling  notes, is tha t a

“ cost-push”  occurred when wage rates 
rose faster than w o rke r p ro d u c tiv ity . This 
supposedly obliged the big companies to 
raise prices to m a in ta in  th e ir  profits. 
“ This argum ent,”  he says, “ has been the 
basis of the systematic nationw ide cam­
paign to blame price in fla tion  upon wage 
increases.”

In  fact, says Keyserling , “ th is  cam­
paign has no m erit. The price incerase 
w h ich  took place in  key industries (in 
1956-57) were not necessary to sustain an 
adequate level o f profits, bu t instead re­
sulted in  an excessive expansion of p ro f­
its. This p ro fit expansion fa r outran wage 
ra te  increases.”

' Between 1956 and 1957, he notes, 
when the ch ie f price hikes occurred,” 

•p ro fit increases were more than 14.5% in  
iron  and steel, more than 24% in  m otor 
vehicles and equipm ent, and more than 
22.5% in  e lectrica l m achinery. In  petro­
leum  products, the p ro fit increases were 
more than tw ice  - as great as the wage 
increases.”

The an ti- in fla tion  crusade of the steel 
barons is a fraud  designed to cover up 
th e ir  own pro fit-goug ing and th e ir  a t­
tem pts to d rive  down the liv in g  and 
w o rk ing  standards of the workers. “ In  
the name of pro tecting  the country 
against price increases,” K eyserling  con­
cludes, “ [th is  cam paign] has spawned 
policies w h ich  have in fla ted the prices 
and incomes of those who need help least 
and deflated the incomes and w ell-be ing 
of those who need i t  most.”

No Class Struggle in America?
Steelworkers now on s trike  should 

have tim e  to do some th in k in g  about the 
m erits  of the past conduct and cu rren t 
policies of the un ion leaders.

N ot so long ago U S A  Pres. M cDonald 
had his arm  around the shoulders of the 
steel corporation presidents and was 
v is it in g  p lants from  coast to coast w ith  
the head of the U.S. Steel trust. This 
supposedly signaled the dawn of a new 
era o f harm ony between the un ion and 
the bosses. O n ly  die-hard socialists, 
not safe-and-sound Am erican  union lead­
ers, s t i l l  ta lked the language of class 
w arfare.

Even M cDonald should now adm it 
th a t the steel s trike  is a m anifestation of 
class conflict. A nd  th is  is on ly  one part 
o f the b ig  business w ar upon labor. The 
an ti-labo r b i l l  now before Congress is 
another.

“ We are today w itnessing in  Am erica 
the greatest barrage of an ti-un ion  propa­
ganda th a t any nation  has ever w it ­
nessed,”  E lm er H o lland  (D-Pa.) declared 
in  the House last week du ring  the de­
bates on th is  b ill.

“ The present s itua tion  is trag ic ,”  he 
said. “ A re  we not m aking  the class-war- 
fa re  predictions o f K a r l M a rx  come true?”

W a lte r Reuther h it  the same note in  
h is keynote address to the th ird  C onfer­
ence of the A F L -C IO  In d u s tr ia l U nion 
D epartm ent in  Ph ilade lph ia  last m onth. 
“ The N ationa l Association o f M anufac­
tu re rs  are w aging a class struggle in  
Am erica, precisely as K a r l M a rx  w ro te  
i t  w ou ld  be waged,”  he moaned. “ They 
are w o rk in g  overtim e to prove tha t K a r l 
M a rx  was r ig h t.”

I t  is undeniable th a t B ig  Business is 
w aging its  own class struggle against 
labor. The p ity  is tha t the leaders of 
labor are not conducting th e ir  end of 
the struggle as e ffective ly  or in te llig e n tly  
as the enemies of the workers.

Fresh evidence o f the fu t i l i t y  of th e ir 
po litica l policies is provided by th e ir  p re ­
dicam ent in  regard to the labor “ re fo rm ” 
measure now before the House Education 
and Labor Committee. A fte r  having  seen 
the m angling  o f the o rig in a l Kennedy- 
E rv in  b i l l  w h ich  they endorsed and th e ir 
own recommendations ignored, the labor 
leaders have dra fted  a measure o f th e ir 
own at the last hour.

Accord ing to ’ the N.Y. Times, “ they 
are reported to be seeking a sponsor to 
offer i t  as a substitu te  fo r  the com m ittee 
b i l l  on Thursday when a fina l vote is set.”

Look at th is  p ic ture ! The o ffic ia l rep­
resentatives of 16 m illio n  organized w o rk ­
ers have w orked themselves in to  a spot 
where they are h u m b ly  “ seeking a spon­
sor”  in  Congress fo r a b i l l  to  counter a 
measure w h ich  strikes at the foundations 
of A m erican unionism . This is the payoff 
fo r decades of supporting  cap ita lis t p o li­
tic ians “ fr ie n d ly  to labor.”

I f  these labor statesmen had pu t ha lf 
as m uch money and energy in to  electing 
th e ir  own candidates to office on a labor 
p a rty  ticke t, they w o u ldn ’t  now have to 
hun t fo r a sponsor to any measures they 
w ish to introduce. They m igh t even have 
passed a few  laws favorable to the w o rk ­
ers instead o f the an ti-labor b ills  now in  
the hopper.

Another Khrushchev Revelation
(As we were about to f i l l  th is  space 

w ith  some opinions of our own on the 
topic, we received from  our usua lly  re ­
liab le  observer a report on the fo llow ing  
conversation between tw o  members of 
the Com m unist P a rty  in  a New- Y o rk  
cafeteria. Since th e ir  v iew po in t is not 
l ik e ly  to w in  consideration elsewhere, we 
though t i t  on ly  democratic to tu rn  the 
space over to them.)

“ D id  you see the paper th is  m orn ing, 
S tanley?”

“ The W orker doesn’t  come out u n t il 
F riday , M a x .”

“ I ’m \ ta lk in g  about the bourgeois press. 
Khrushchev has endorsed Jack McManus 
fo r G overnor of New  Y o rk .”

“ M ax, the -election was last Novem­
ber. A nd , you ’l l  reca ll we vigorously op­
posed McManus as an anti-Sovie t' u ltra ­
le ft is t who consorts w ith  T ro tzky ites  and 
was g iv ing  objective aid to Rockefeller. 
Y ou ’ve been d rin k in g .”

N ot me. I t  reports K hrushchev’s en­
dorsement r ig h t here: ‘To me i t ’s a ll in ­
credible. W hat is the difference to the 
workers between a Rockefeller and a 
H arrim an? ’ ”

“ You’ve been reading the M ilita n t 
again. The W orker ca re fu lly  noted there 
was no q ua lita tive  difference between the 
two. The workers do have tha t illus ion. 
We m ere ly  w en t th rough the experience 
w ith  them. We knew  tha t life  itse lf w ou ld  
v e r ify  the v a lid ity  of our M a rx is t ap­

proach. You ’l l  reca ll we ca re fu lly  re fra in ­
ed from  an o ffic ia l endorsement o f H a rr i­
man. We s im p ly  concentrated our fire  on 
McManus and Rockefeller. They had to 
be stopped at a ll costs.”

“ Stanley, th is  isn ’t  the M ilita n t. I t ’s 
the Ju ly  17 New Y o rk  Times. A nd  here’s 
another paper w ith  an A P  story repo rt­
ing the same th ing. Khrushchev says he 
to ld  H a rrim an  tha t i t ’s ‘incredib.le’ tha t 
anyone though t there was a difference. 
He repeated w ha t he said to H arrim an  
to som& Polish m iners.”

“ I ’ve often wondered about him . 
A fte r  tha t speech about S ta lin  some 
h ig h ly  responsible comrades indicated he 
m igh t .be a T ro tzky ite . B u t anyway th is 
ce rta in ly  exposes the lie  tha t w e ’re slav­
ish fo llow ers of Moscow ideology.”

“ T ha t’s r ig h t, Stanley. B u t I  hear 
Duclos is w o rk in g  on another a irm a il 
specia l-de livery.”

“ Le t me read tha t s tory fo r myself. 
—Aha, you tore i t  out of context! W hy 
d id n ’t  you read where Khrushchev to ld 
H arrim an  he even drank brandy w ith  
Rockefeller and i t  proved ‘there is no 
danger from  contact between cap ita lis t 
and Com m unist.’ ”

' “ You mean i f  we keep p itch ing  in  
the ‘m ainstream ’ we m igh t get to d r in k  
b randy w ith  H a rrim an  and Rockefeller?”  

“ M ax, you ’re getting  more cyn ica l than 
ever.”

" If those steel strikers think they can make us look like horses' 
necks, they've got another think coming!"

New Turbulence in Iraq 
Faces Kassem Regime

The American 
W ay of Life
New Challenge to the Russians

Leading spokesmen fo r Am erican capita lism  are 
w illin g  to concede nowadays tha t the Soviet U nion rep­
resents a most serious challenge in  the advance o f the
physical sciences and techno l-*-

The revolution in Iraq, which 
began on July 14 a year ago 
with the overthrow of the 
royal family's dictatorship, con­
tinues to erupt. The turbulent 
political situation confronts Pre­
mier Kassem and the Iraqi 
Communist Party with serious 
problems of decision, both in 
their relations with each other 
and with insurgent workers 
and peasants who are intent 
upon safeguarding and carry­
ing forward the revolution.

In  an e ffo rt to hold down 
the revo lu tiona ry  forces, Kas­
sem recently ordered the Peo­
ples Resistance M ilitia s , formed 
du ring  the upris ing, to tu rn  in 
th e ir arms and subm it to arm y 
control.

He dismissed 11 alleged Com­
m unist officers from  the arm y. 
He denounced proposals put 
fo rw ard  by the CP to set up a 
na tiona l-fron t coa lition o f p o li­
tica l parties upho ld ing  the new 
regime, and to ld  the nation the 
'time was not ripe fo r unre­
stricted po litica l life .

The Com m unist P a rty ; w hich 
has pow erfu l support among 
the masses, has been demand­
ing d irec t representation in  the 
government. Its  grow ing f r ic ­
tion  w ith  Kassem, who in  th is 
s ituation is leaning upon the 
w e ll - to  - do and m idd le  - class 
elements in  Iraq , was reflected 
in its press w h ich  dropped the 
t it le  o f “ unique leader”  w ith  
w h ich  the CP has described the 
General since he took power.

S hortly  thereafter, in  a su r­
prise reshuffle o f his cabinet, 
Kassem gave three o f the les­
ser posts to CP fo llowers, a l­

though the pa rty  itse lf has not 
received any o ffic ia l represen­
tation. This move has been d i­
versely in terpreted, as a mere 
sop to the CP, and as evidence 
of the increasing penetration of 
the regime by the CP.

In  a speech on the firs t an­
niversary of the revo lu tion  
Kassem pledged an end to 
arm y rule, free parliam entary 
elections and a new constitu ­
tion  to Iraq  w ith in  a year. He 
also prom ised to pe rm it the 
resum ption o f pa rty  activ ities 
by Jan. 6, A rm y  Day.

In  the same speech he called 
upon Ira q i laborers to w o rk  be­
yond the standard e ight-hour 
day fo r the fu tu re  o f Iraq. He 
also asked Ira q i farm ers to in ­
crease ag ricu ltu ra l production 
w h ile  the repub lic ’s new land- 
re fo rm  law  w ent in to  opera­
tion.

W ealthy landowners of the 
Shiite  Moslem sect, unhappy 
over the agrarian reform s, have 
reported ly been invo lved in the 
figh ting  w h ich  broke out in 
K irk u k , an o il center in  n o rth ­
eastern Iraq.

Censorship has prevented re­
ceiving a clear picture of what 
took place in K irkuk where 
units of the Iraqi army went 
over to the side of Kurdish 
tribesmen. One thing is plain. 
The Popular Resistance Forces 
went into action, apparently on 
their own initiative, indicating 
their disregard for Kassem's 
order to disarm.

A t the same tim e, in  Bagh­
dad, goyernm ent troops were 
called on to suppress Commun­
ist-led forces w h ich  had des-

...Debate “ Self-Defense”
(Continued fro m  Page 1)

fact tha t they kept h im  speak­
ing fo r one and a h a lf hours. 
The comm ittee then deadlocked 
u n til la te tha t n igh t when 
those desiring to make a m ino r­
ity  report in  W illiam s ’ favo r 
fin a lly  gave in.

On F riday m orning, a fte r pre­
senting the preamble about 
self-defense, t h e  comm ittee 
unanim ously recommended up ­
ho ld ing the board’s suspension 
of the N orth  C arolina leader.

A llo tte d  tw o  m inutes each, 
eight delegates spoke fo r W il­
liam s’ reinstatement, and 21, 
inc lud ing resolutions committee 
members, spoke against.

Sympathy for Williams was 
apparent in the applause given 
his defenders and the ovation 
he himself received. One speak­
er complained that though he 
was for Williams he would be 
unable to vote for him because 
his delegation had imposed the 
unit rule. A bitter dispute 
broke out in the Detroit dele­
gation against the same re­
striction.

The most, te llin g  speech 
against W illiam s came from  
Mrs. Daisy Bates of L it t le  Rock, 
known to the delegates as a 
figh te r who has employed self- 
defeijse measures to protect 
her own home. She stated tha t 
she i could “ understand better 
than anyone how M r. W illiam s 
fe lt,”  but tha t her opinion was 
tha t his suspension was an 
N AAC P “ fa m ily  m atte r”  and 
tha t he had erred by speaking 
about i t  at “ b lack na tiona lis t”  
meetings in  Harlem .

A n ominous note in  the de­
bate was an “ in v ita tio n ”  to 
W illiam s to leave the NAACP. 
This was expressed most crude­
ly  by A lfre d  Baker Lew is, the 
m illiona ire  social - democrat, 
who is N AAC P  treasurer.

I f  the leadership deliberate ly 
drives such a courageous and

able young leader as W illiam s 
out of the N AAC P, i t  w i l l  be 
g u ilty  not on ly  o f a breach of 
democracy b u t o f damaging the 
Negro struggle fo r  equality.

A fter completion of the 
speakers' list, W illiam  Scott, a 
delegate from Rockland County, 
N.Y., took the microphone by 
previous agreement with the 
chairman for introduction of a 
substitute motion. He had 
barely begun reading it, how­
ever, when he was ruled out of 
order.

Scott la te r to ld  reporters tha t 
his substitu te resolution had 
been drafted by a caucus o f 50 
delegates as a compromise on 
the W illiam s issue. I t  proposed 
tha t since W illiam s stated he 
does not and d id  not counsel 
in it ia t io n  o f violence, and tha t 
since both he and the N AA C P  
now state th e ir support of self- 
defense, tha t the convention 
propose to the national board 
his reinstatement.

Despite the u n it ru le , some 
14 delegates managed to get 
th e ir dissenting votes reported 
in the course o f the ta lly . O f 
the 1,190 vo ting  delegates reg­
istered, only 778 voted though 
there were over 800 alternates 
to r e p l a c e  the absentees. 
W hether th is  disrepancy in  
the vote reflected deliberate 
abstention by some delegates 
is not known.

A fte r  the vote, delegates 
streamed up to the suspended 
N orth  C arolina leader to ex­
press sym pathy or to exp la in  
w hy they had not voted fo r 
him . Frequent among the la t­
te r were: the u n it ru le  had 
prevented it ;  the leadership 
had made i t  a “ vote of confi­
dence”  issue; the heads of the 
delegations had insisted tha t 
the “ in te g rity  and u n ity ”  of 
the N AAC P  were at stake; and 
tha t they were sure he w ould 
sweat out the rem ain ing  three- 
and-a-ha lf months suspension.

troyed the most outspoken a n ti­
com m un is t n e w s p a p e r  and 
manhandled an arm y officer 
they considered responsible fo r 
d isarm ing the people’s m ilitia .

In  a speech condemning the 
K irk u k  uprising, Kassem took 
the occasion to warn the m ilit ia  
and its  supporters tha t the gov­
ernm ent a rm y alone had the 
responsib ility  fo r dealing w ith  
opponents of the revo lu tion.

“ There are those who say,”  
he declared, “ there must be no 
lib e rty  or freedom fo r the en­
emies of the people. I te ll them 
tha t the enemies of the people 
are know n on ly to the la w fu l 
authorities. They cannot be 
know n to ind iv idua ls  scattered 
here and there.”

RISE IN  JEW ISH SCHOOLS
E nro llm ent in  Jew ish schools 

increased 131 per cent in  the 
past decade, according to a re ­
cent survey. Over a h a lf m il­
lion  students are now attending 
3,367 Jewish re lig ious schools 
in  the country. The survey 
noted tha t the “ ho ld ing  pow er”  
of the schools —  three to fo u r 
years — was “ poor.”

ogy. But, they p roud ly  point 
out, the Russians are s til l fa r 
behind in  the production of 
consumers goods.

A s tr ik in g  example of the 
latest achievements in  A m e r­
ica on the consumer fro n t was 
reported in the Ju ly  19 New 
Y ork  Times. The w o rjd ’s most 
expensive restaurant w il l  soon 
open its doors to the public.

Located in the new Seagram 
building on exclusive Park 
Avenue, equipment and furn­
ishings alone for "The Four 
Seasons" w ill amount to $4,- 
500,000.

I t  w il l  be “ one of the most 
opu len tly  decorated d in ing  es­
tablishm ents in  the U nited 
States,”  according to the Times.

The decor w il l  synthesize the 
best features of tow n and 
country. The annual budget fo r 
seasonal p lan ting  inside the 
restaurant w i l l  be $50,000.

“ This includes the care of 
fo u r 17-foot ficus trees, mem­
bers o f the fig fa m ily ; tw o 
g iant podocarpus; a cheese 
p lan t . . . w h ich  took tw o years 
to produce, a fidd le -lea f p lant, 
and five  philodendrons w ith  
self-supporting, t r u n k s  tha t 
measure tw o to three inches in 
diam eter.”

C u ltu ra lly  m inded diners w il l  
appreciate a stage curta in  p a in t­
ed by Picasso, tapestries by 
Joan M iro  and m urals o f the 
abstract-expressionist school. A 
spark ling  touch is a 24-foot 
pool lined w ith  w h ite  marble.

As fo r food, th is is where the 
consumer re a lly  comes in to  his 
own. The restaurant w i l l  have 
its own herb garden.

Dishes w ill include "farm ­
house duckling with fresh sage, 
shashlik with wild thyme and 
fish flamed with dried fennel. 
Other rare items on the menu 
include suckling pig in pastry, 
coq au vin made with genuine 
cockrels, and wild mushrooms, 
such as c h a n t e r e l l e s  and 
morels."

(Mycophagists w h o  m a y  
w o rry  about the restaurant’s 
mushroom hunters ge tting  the 
poisonous clitocybe i 11 u d e n s 
m ixed up w ith  chanterelles, or 
the doub tfu l gyrom ita  esculenta 
w ith  morels, w il l  p robably be 
able to get the chef to send 
out to the nearest chain store

fo r a few  buttons o f the com­
mon agaricus campester.)

“ In  keeping w ith  the restaur­
an t’s name,”  continues the 
Times, “ w a i t e r s ’ uniform s, 
menus, landscape plantings and 
even the ash trays w il l  change 
w ith  the passing seasons.”

In  contrast to  some restaur­
ants, w h ich  happen to be lag ­
ging on the consumer fron t, the 
service w il l  be top draw er.

“ W eekly instructions on the 
service of w ine has been in s ti­
tu ted fo r  the captains. There 
w il l  also be d a ily  indoc trina ­
tion  fo r th e  w aiters . . . Per­
sonnel are instructed in  the 
h i s  t o r y ,  characteristics and 
character o f w ine, as w e ll as 
the e tiquette  o f pouring  it.”

A l l  th is  fo r  the consumer— 
and at a price qu ite  in  keeping 
w ith  the Am erican W ay of 
L ife . The average luncheon 
check w il l  run  around a m od­
est $6, no t counting the w ine  
or cocktails.

The average I dinner check 
w ill be only $10 or $12, so that 
a fam ily of five should be abl« 
to eat out for $50 or $60, drinks 
extra naturally.

True enough, N ew  Y o rk ’s 
newest and most exc iting  res­
tau ran t w i l l  ho ld on ly 525 peo­
ple, bu t i t  opens a new vista 
on w ha t Am erica can do fo r  
the consumer. L e t the Soviet 
U nion try  to match it!

—  Alex Harte

"Your Country 
Needs You"

A  fo rm e r arm y sergeant to ld  
a congressional com m ittee last 
week o f his experience as a per­
sonal servant to a m a jo r gen­
eral. He gave th is  ru n  dow n o f 
his arm y duties: “ . , . washing 
dishes, c o o k i n g ,  answering 
phones, baby s ittin g  (fo r the 
general’s g randchildren), clean­
ing up a fte r and feeding the dog 
. . . washing ladies’ linge rie  and 
o ther details most men ju s t don’t  
do.”  H is average day ran  fro m  
6 a.m. to 8 p.m. and as la te  as 
10 p.m. “ i f  the  general’s w ife  
happened to have some social 
func tion .”  The ex-G I fe lt  he 
“ contribu ted  ve ry  l i t t le  to the 
w a r e ffo rt.”

Headlines in Other Lands
Franco Puts Bite 
On U.S. Treasury

The Spanish governm ent is 
being saved from  insolvency 
by the grant of at least $375,- 
000,000 in  credits from  a group 
of U.S. banks, the Organization 
fo r European Economic Coop­
eration and the In te rna tiona l 
M onetary Fund.

In  addition, the U.S. is le t­
tin g  Spain use the equivalent 
of $123,000,000 o f counterpart 
funds fo r 1959, w h ich  have 
been created by the sale o f our 
surplus fa rm  commodities fo r 
local currencies.

Since 1953 Franco has re ­
ceived close to a b illio n  d o l­
lars in  Am erican n o n m ilita ry  
aid alone.

H is governm ent has devalued 
the peseta and is preparing 
fu r th e r steps to im p lem ent its 
economic stab iliza tion program. 
N oth ing is being done to “ l ib ­
era lize”  the dictatorship.

The new credits, the revised 
currency rate, and other mea­
sures are designed, i t  is said, 
to  bolster up Franco’s weaken­
ed regime and pave the way 
fo r Spain’s admission to NATO.

On the tw e n ty -th ird  ann iver­
sary of the Fascist counter­
revo lu tion , the Spanish press 
carried praise o f his ru le  by 
U.S. congressmen along w ith  
reports of how  impressed A m ­
erican offic ia ls and bankers 
were w ith  Spain as a credit 
risk.

African Nations 
Plan "Community"

A t a fou r-day meeting, the 
heads of L ibe ria , Guinea and 
Ghana, the three independent 
Negro nations of West A frica , 
agreed to hold a conference 
next year to set up “ a com­
m u n ity  of A frica n  states.”

The decision to. delay u n ifi­
cation was a setback to Ghana’s 
P rim e M in is te r N krum ah who 
wanted “ union now.”  The pres­
ident of L ibe ria  opposed any 
u n ity  u n til N igeria, now  a 
B ritish  colony, and the ne igh­
boring French Cameroons and 
Togoland achieved th e ir p rom ­
ised independence in  1960. 
N igeria  is b igger and more 
economically pow erfu l t h a n  
Ghana, Guinea and L ibe ria  
combined.

The three statesmen also de­
clared they w ould  consider rec­
ognition o f the A lgerian  p ro ­
visional governm ent at a meet­
ing o f fore ign m in isters of in ­
dependent A frica n  states in  L i ­
beria next month.

Kenyans V o te  
To Spread Boycott 
O f South Africa

The Kenya Federation of La ­
bor, composed e n tire ly  of black 
A fricans, unanim ously voted to 
jo in  the boycott of goods p ro ­
duced in  w h ite  supremacist 
South A frica . A frica n  trade 
union leaders fro m  Kenya, 
Uganda and Tanganyika w il l  
meet Aug. 15 to discuss exten­
sion o f the campaign among 
East A fricans.

The boycott movem ent was 
launched by trade unionists at 
the A ll-A fr ic a n  Peoples Con­
ference in Accra last December. 
I t  has a lready been endorsed 
(by w orkers in Ghana and Ja­
maica. '

Kenya Restricts 
Mboya's Actions

Kenya a u t h o r i t i e s  have 
clamped down on the po litica l 
activ ities of Tom Mboya, head 
of the People’s Convention 
P a rty  and an officer o f the 
A frica n  Labor Federation. He 
has been fo rb idden to discuss 
po litica l m atters outside the 
capital, N airob i, and in  union 
meetings.

M boya was searched fo r 
“ seditious”  lite ra tu re  at the a ir­
p o rt on his re tu rn  from  a re ­
cent t r ip  to the U.S.

Indian CP Rejects 
New Kerala Election

The nationa l executive o f the 
Ind ian  CP turned down a p ro ­
posal th a t K e ra la ’s Com m unist 
governm ent resign and hold 
m id -te rm  elections on its own 
in it ia tive . The p a rty  leaders 
held tha t the K era la  m in is try  
should not on ly  stay in  office 
b u t should deal more stern ly 
w ith  the statewide ag ita tion to 
unseat it.

Parades, mass meetings, p ic k ­
e ting  of schools and govern­
ment offices, and obstruction of 
pub lic  transport have been

stepped up in  an e ffo rt to p u t 
pressure on Nehru and the cen­
tra l governm ent to in tervene 
and force new elections in  
Kerala.

Iraq University
Prem ier Kassim  o f Iraq  la id  

the foundation stone on J u ly  
17 o f a new u n ive rs ity  on the 
ou tsk irts  of Baghdad. This $70,- 
000,000 educational in s titu tio n  
w il l  house 12,000 students.

Jimenez Police 
A dm it Tortures

Form er agents of Venezuela’s 
N ational S ecurity Police under 
the deposed Jimenez d ic ta to r­
ship, now on tr ia l fo r  th e ir 
crimes in  Caracas, testified 
there were special to rtu re  
chambers fo r  the questioning 
of p o lit ica l prisoners. O ther 
witnesses charged th a t ja iled  
leaders and members o f oppo­
s ition parties were m urdered 
in them.

W hen the Jimenez govern­
ment was overth row n on Jan. 
23, 1958, the N ationa l S ecurity 
Police B u ild in g  was the scene 
of a b loody ten-hour battle , 
du ring  w h ich  the enraged peo­
ple l ite ra lly  tore  m any o f the 
hated police to rtu re rs  to pieces.

There is no capita l pun ish­
ment in  Venezuela.

CP Twists 
In Australia

A  good example o f how  the 
Com m unist P a rty ’s trade-un ion 
policies veer in  accord w ith  the 
w inds fro m  Moscow is given 
by the A ustra lian  m in ing  in ­
dustry, reports the Socialist, a 
new m on th ly  paper there.*

“ In 1949, when S ta lin  was 
proc la im ing the now famous 
doctrine o f the m ain b low  
against social democracy, the 
C ommunist P a rty  union leaders 
led the general s tr ike  o f coal 
m iners to the most disasttous 
defeat in  m in ing  h is to ry. In  
1959, when Khrushchev is p ro ­
cla im ing peaceful co-existence 
as a p rinc ip le , the same union 
leadership m eekly accepts the 
b ru ta l displacement of thous­
ands of m iners fro m  the indus­
try  w ith o u t m aking  any e ffo rt 
to organize in dus tria l action 
against the sackings.”



W h a t Makes 
Prison Inmates 
Co on Strike?
Editor:

Thje w orkers  in  m y shop 
have become keener to w ha t’s 
in  the press since the barrage 
o f propaganda on the steel 
s tr ike  began.
; Recently a fo rm er prison in ­

mate in the bo ile r room de­
fended the r ig h t of prisoners to 
strike. He bolstered his argu­
m ent w ith  rem arks on th e ir 
beefs over food, sanitation, 
quarters and w o rk ing  condi­
tions.

Yesterday, a union m ilita n t 
defended tha t position by ven­
tu r in g  tha t at the root of all 
the rio ts  tha t you read about 
is the m ateria l basis fo r g riev ­
ances. He drew  attention to  a 
Chicago Sun-Times a rtic le  tha t 
dealt w ith  a r io t in  the Brushy 
M ounta in  State P en iten tia ry  in  
Tennessee.

The paper’s main contention 
was tha t the prisoners were 
protesting having to w o rk  on a 
Confederate General’s b irthday. 
Most establishments are closed 
in Tennessee on th is state h o li­
day.

The prisoners were, holed up 
deep in a coal m ine "armed 
only w ith  th e ir m ine im p le ­
ments— pick axes and shovels.”  
They had fo r hostages “ mine 
foremen, c i v i l i a n  employees 
who boss convicts in the coal 
mines operated by the state

prison.
A fte r  pa in ting  a p ic tu re  of 

dangerous crim ina ls bent on 
destruction, w ith  hostages in 
the ir power, the last paragraph 
fin a lly  gives the unstated rea­
son fo r the prisoner’s g rie v ­
ances:

“ In  M arch 1958 prisoners 
rio ted in a tw o-day frenzy of 
destruction to protest a six-day, 
72-hour w o rk  week in  the 
mines.”

The union man’s comment 
was, “ How the he ll w ould you 
like  to w o rk . 12 hours a day in 
a coal p it  fo r fink wages!”

“ C orrection,”  added the guy 
who had been in  s tir, “ No 
wages at a ll.”

E. S.
Chicago

On the Picket Line 
A t  Republic Steel
Editor:

The steel s trike  began a t the 
Chicago Republic Steel w ith  
the same calm self-assurance 
that preva iled in the p lan t 
p r io r ' to the strike.

On Ju ly  1 when the strike  
was o rig in a lly  scheduled, be­
fore it was postponed by M c­
Donald to Ju ly  14, the feeling 
amongst the w orkers was ex­
pressed thus by one m ilita n t 
w orker:

“ W hat the he ll. .We have 
been ta lk ing  to these arrogant 
steel bosses fo r 72 days. We 
know ta lk  never moves them ; 
so le t’s give them a dose of the

only language they understand. 
I can’t understand the post­
ponement.”

By 11 p.m. 500 pickets mass­
ed in fro n t of the Chicago Re­
pub lic  Steel p lan t at the site 
o f the M em oria l Day massacre.

The company police and the 
Chicago cops were amazed at 
the d iscip line and order tha t 
was q u ick ly  established by the 
p i c k e t s .  System atica lly and 
m ethodica lly they set up the ir 
lines, directed tra ffic  and p re ­
vented any scabs from  coming 
in.

A t 11:30 p.m. Capt. O’S u lli­
van and Chicago’s labor-deta il 
police showed up and asked 
the local president w hat the 
un ion ’s program was in  regard 
to picketing.

His answer was tha t the 
union intended to m ainta in  an 
o rderly  p icket line, but they 
would not to lerate any scabs' 
try in g  to get in.

When questioned by the po­
lice captain regarding office 
employees, the local president 
replied tha t on ly office w o rk ­
ers w ith  union passes w ould  be 
perm itted  to. enter the plant. 
Foremen w ould not be issued 
passes because they were act­
ing as scabs.

By 12 p.m. the pickets had 
cleared the pa rk ing  lo t of all 
cars and ordered the company 
police to close the gates. Thus 
the firs t day of the steel s trike  
at Republic passed w ith  a tota l 
shutdown.

S.L .
Chicago

Billie Holiday
By H arry  Ring

■ I t  was Sept. 25, 1955. E igh t thousand peo­
ple stood outside a H arlem  church. A nother 
tw o thousand were jammed inside. They were 
protesting the Mississippi lynch ing  of Em m ett 
T il l.  A  ch illin g  song tha t w rung  the audience 
came over the loudspeakers:

Southern trees bear a strange fruit.
Blood on the leaves and blood at the root.
Black bottoms- swinging in the southern 

breeze.
Strange fruit hanging from the poplar 

trees.
Pastoral scene of the gallant south,
The bulging eyes and the twisted mouth.
Scent of magnolias, sweet and fresh.
Then the sudden smell of burning flesh . . .
The voice was tha t of the famed jazz 

singer, B illie  Holiday. “ Strange F ru it”  was her 
theme song .She sang i t  everywhere— w hether 
she appeared in  a cheap gin m ill, a swank 
n ig h t club or a Carnegie H a ll m idn igh t con­
cert.

B il lie  died in New Y ork  last week at the 
age o f 44. She was a beau tifu l, courageous 
and g ifted  woman who won the acclaim and 
love of m illions fo r her songs and fo r her 
m agnificent ba ttle  against d iscrim ination . A  
tw o-fisted scrapper, she carried herself w ith  
a d ig n ity  tha t won her the very apt nicknam e 
of “ Lady Day.”

The story of her life  is to ld  in  “ Lady 
Sings the Blues,”  w hich she w ro te  in co lla ­
boration w ith  W illia m  D u fty . The book is a 
searing ind ic tm ent of the J im  Crow  system.

B illie  was born in B a ltim ore ’s Negro 
ghetto, the daughter of a 13-year-old m other 
’and a 15-year-old fa ther. She came to New 
Y o rk  at 13 and w ent to w ork  scrubbing floors. 
H er firs t singing engagement was in  a H arlem  
club at $2 a n ight. The joy  th is young g ir l 
p u t in to  "pop”  tunes, the somberness of her 
“ blues,”  caught her listeners irres is tib ly .

She was the firs t Negro vocalist to be

signed by a w h ite  band, tha t of A rtie  Shaw. 
In her book she pays tr ib u te  to the way this 
band fought any expression of J im  Crow 
w h ile  they were on tour. She also recalls 
w ith  ru e fu l amusement tha t i t  got a lit t le  
w earing when they insisted on m aking it an 
N AA C P  case evei'ytim e she wanted to go to 
the to ile t.

B illie  never conceded an io ta to the 
stereotype of a Negro perform er. H er costume 
was always the same— a sim ple w h ite  gown 
and gardenias in her hair.

In  the long, hard pu ll she became a 
narcotics v ic tim  and therefore, like  a ll such 
v ic tim s, a ready target fo r the law. For a 
p rom inent Negro, who never hesitated to 
speak her piece about racist cops, the harrass- 
m ent was in tolerable.

H er fa ther died of pneumonia in Texas 
a fte r being refused admission to a dozen 
w h ite  hospitals. B y  the tim e he got in to  one, 
the pneumonia had become acute. “ I t  wasn’t  
pneumonia tha t k ille d  h im ,”  B il lie  said. “ I t  
was Dallas, Texas.”  i

When B illie  was stricken w ith  a l iv e r  and 
heart a ilijie n t May 31. she got the k ind  of 
trea tm ent in New Y ork  tha t had k ille d  her 
fa the r in Texas. She was shuttled from  hospi­
ta l to hospital, cursorily  diagnosed as a “ drug 
addict.”  When she was fin a lly  adm itted, her 
condition was dangerous.

Then the police descended. They claimed 
they found “ evidence”  o f possession of na r­
cotics in the grievously a fflic ted  singer’s bed. 
She w as-arrested and a cop was stationed at 
her door. A  court order f in a lly  freed B illie  
from  the sight o f th is representative of “ New 
Y o rk ’s finest”  and she was perm itted  to die 
w ith o u t the hatefu l eyes of the law  upon her.

The legacy of recordings B illie  Holiday 
le ft w il l  w arm  the hearts o f listeners fo r a 
long tim e to come.

"A D IA B O LIC  ACT" — A d m ira l H a rry  E. 
Y a rne ll, who cammandcd the Asia tic  Fleet 
w hen the Japanese bombed the gunboat 
“ Panay” in  1937, died Ju ly  7 at the age of 
83. The adm ira l is best remembered fo r te rm ­
ing T rum an ’s use of atom ic bombs “ a d iabolic 
act.”  Y arne ll said th a t “ the U nited States lost 
the m oral leadership of the w orld  when i t  
dropped atom ic bombs on H irosh im a and 
Nagasaki when Japan was at tha t tim e a de­
feated nation and was suing fo r peace.”

*  *  •

"IN S ID IO U S " FA IR Y  TA LE— The Shreve­
port, La., Journal last week attacked a fa iry  
tale, “ B lack and W hite ,”  as “ insidious in te r­
racia l propaganda”  and demanded an inves ti­
gation of ch ild ren ’s shelves in the state’s 
lib raries. The book, published in 1944, te lls  
about a “ black man, who lived  in the black 
country o f Wales”  and a snowman who turned 
in to  “ a w h ite  lady”  so tha t the tw o could be 
m arried and live  happ ily  ever after. The in ­
dignant racist ed ito r demanded: “ How w ould  
you like  fo r your l it t le  bov or g ir l to hear a 
bedtim e story about a ‘black man’ and a 
‘w h ite  lady,’ who brought, happiness and gaiety
in to  th e ir lives by m arry ing  each other?”

*  *  •

W ATCH YOUR EYES—George H unt, a 
26-year-old Negro filling -s ta tion  attendant in 
R ichmond, Va., was arrested and convicted 
a fte r some w h ite  women, who drove in to  the 
station w ith  th e ir  sk irts  raised above th e ir 
knees because of the hot weather, complained 
th a t he had stared at th e ir legs. A nother Ne­
gro, Charles F itzgerald, was dragged off a bus
in  Philadelphia, arrested and charged w ith  
“ assaulting an o fficer”  because he observed 
tw o w h ite  g irls  in shorts doing some dance 
steps in fro n t of a phonograph shop. Accord­
ing to three witnesses, the w h ite  cop saw 
Fitzgerald looking from  a bus w indow . The 
cop rushed onto the bus and demanded, “ Do 
you lik e  w ha t you see?”  When Fitzgera ld
said, “ Yes,”  the cop dragged h im  out.

*  *  *

"DO W H A T I SAY, NOT W H AT I  DO”—
Seven b ig -tim e Democratic and Republican 
po litic ians who h it. the headlines w ith  state­
ments scoring the racist bias of exclusive 
clubs when Dr. Ralph J. Bunche was denied 
membership in the West Side Tennis C lub, 
a ll belong to “ w h ite  o n ly ”  clubs. M ayor Rob­
e rt F. Wagner, N.Y. C ity  Council Pres. Abe

Stark, Queens Borough Pres. John T. Clancy, 
Sen. C liffo rd  P. Case (R-N.J.), Sen. Kenneth 
B. Keating  (R-N.Y.) and Sen. Thomas H. 
Kuchel (R -C alif.) a ll belong to the E lks which 
has a clause lim it in g  membership “ to w hite  
male citizens of Am erica.”  Sen. H ubert 
H um phrey (D -M inn.) belongs to the Eagles 
which lim its  membership to males “ of the
Caucasion race”  who are at least 18.

»  *  *

PROTEST COP B R U TA L IT Y — More than 
500 Negro residents o f Jersey C ity  held a five- 
hour street meeting Ju ly  15 to protest police 
b ru ta lity . M any carried strong ly worded 
placards. The demonstration was touched off 
when three Negro men were arrested and 
beaten by three Jersey C ity  policemen on 
Ju ly  12. Charges o f atrocious assault and ba t­
te ry  on behalf o f tw o of the v ic tim s were 
filed by Raymond A. B row n, president of the 
local N AA C P chapter, against Patrolm en Ed­
ward Sherry, Ralph Sheprow and George 
Langw ehr of the Communipaw Avenue Police 
Station.

♦ ♦ •

F IG H T  FOR H IG H  RENTS— According to 
James M. Udall, president of the National 
Association of Real Estate Boards, "The fastest 
step tow ard socialism is to keep the people on 
subsidized pub lic  housing.”  The champion ol 
Am erica ’s landlords made the statement in a 
speech Ju ly  18 a t Durango, Colo., ha iling  
Eisenhower's veto of the watered-down hous­
ing measure passed by Congress. “ We asked 
the president to veto it ,”  said U dall, “  . . . and 
i f  the veto comes up fo r an ove rrid ing  vote, 
the nation's real estate men w il l  rise up again 
to figh t it . ”

*  *  *

BRO AD ENING  A M ER IC AN S — A few
months ago Philade lph ia  trans it experts re ­
ported that, the average ride r has broadened 
so much in recent years that it was necessary 
to order new car seats made nearly tw o 
inches w ider. Last Sunday, This Week M ag­
azine revealed that the seats in New Y o rk ’s 
new opera house, w hich w il l  replace the 
M etropo litan  b u ilt in  1880, w il l  be made 
roomier, in v iew  of the com plaints about the 
tig h t g rip  of the old seats. The average A m er­
ican male o f today, said the report, is about 
ten pounds heavier than his great-grandfather. 
Most of the w e igh t seems lo  be accum ulating 
in  the ballast area.

th e  MILITANT
VO LU M E  X X I I I M O N D A Y, JU LY  27, 1959 NUM BER 30

Detroit Steel 
Pickets Take 
Strong Stand

DETRO IT, July 18 —  The two 
major s t e e l  producers here. 
Great Lakes Steel (a division of 
G e o r g e  Humphrey's National 
Steel) and McLouth Steel, were 
completely s h u t  d o w n  by 
Wednesday.

Feeling th is year is very strong 
against any concessions to these 
companies'. A t  a M cLouth  mass 
meeting of Local 2659 Tuesday 
Pres. A do lph  Schwartz asked 
fo r approval o f the m idn igh t 
s trike  deadline. “ We are figh ting  
not so much fo r gains as we are 
to hold on to w ha t we have.”  he 
saieL “ The companies have ta k ­
en an uncom prom ising stand. 
We w il l  rem ain on s tr ike  u n til 
economic and local conditions 
are resolved.”

Every man in  the audience of 
1,000 stood up and roared ap­
proval. So b itte r  was th e ir fee l­
ing tha t they, along w ith  Local 
1299 (Great Lakes Steel) re ­
fused to le t any members enter 
the plants to do maintenance 
w ork.

The s trike  deadline was pre­
ceded by a w a lkou t at the 
Trenton p lan t of M cLouth on 
the m idn igh t sh ift Tuesday 
m orning, shutting  down the d i­
vision. This was another in d i­
cation o f the resentment over 
the refusal of M cLouth, th ir ­
teenth largest steel producer in 
the country, to bargain. The 
men wanted contract changes 
to give more protection against 
an accum ulation of penalties 
and abuses.

Safety conditions are such a 
sore point that the plant was 
shut down last January by a 
one-week strike after three 
workers were killed.

Here are some typ ica l op in­
ions expressed by strikers  at 
the Great Lakes Steel p lant in 
Ecorse:

Paul Daniels, a member of 
the s trike  comm ittee: “ We are 
out to im prove w ork ing  condi­
tions in the m ill and I expect 
a long strike . Conditions in the 
m ill are worse today than they 
were in 1952 when we were 
out 56 days.”

Jake Haefler: "The company 
is trying to take away contract 
provisions for sensible working 
conditions. I f  they do we'll be 
little  belter than slave labor­
ers."

Hobert Godbey , who has 
been la id  off o r on s trike  fo r 
22 months out o f the fo u r years 
he has w orked fo r the com­
pany: “ I ’m ready fo r th is
strike. I hope the union gets 
everyth ing  possible fo r its 
members. I ’d ra ther w o rk  than 
s tr ike  but ce rta in ly  not fo r less 
money.”

Owen R. W ilson: “ Conditions 
have been getting steadily worse 
fo r the past three years. A 
grievance com pla in t now  gets 
no consideration from  the com­
pany and is never settled.”

Sammy Qualls: "They want 
to juggle seniority to suit their 
purposes. I'm  glad the union 
will not allow this. It  takes or­
ganization to protect the indi­
vidual and his seniority rights."

"You hit the picket line, 
we'll take the Integrated School!'

Mesabi Iron Ore Men 
Join Brothers on Strike

By Tom Leonard
M IN N E A P O LIS , Ju ly  20 — The Mesabi Iro n  Range, 

h is toric  scene of b it te r ly  fought labor struggles, is deeply 
invo lved in  the cu rren t steel strike. The U n ited  Steel­
workers report that 13,606 o f its*- 
members are on strike there.
A nother 6,036 iron-ore m iners 
are out in  upper M ichigan and 
northern  Wisconsin.

In  addition, 3,700 unlicensed 
seamen members of the steel 
union are w a lk ing  o ff as the ir 
ships reach po rt in  D u lu th .
These seamen had been back on 
the job  only about a week after 
pa rtic ipa ting  in  a series o f u n ­
authorized w a lkouts th a t c r ip ­
pled shipping in  D u lu th  and Su­
perior and forced several mines 
on the Iro n  Range to shut down.

Nonunion shipping w il l  also 
be h it  by the strike. The biggest 
unorganized o u tfit on the lakes,
In te rlake  Steamship Co., w hich 
operates 33 ore carriers, has an­
nounced i t  w i l l  lay  o ff most of 
its  crews i f  the sti'ike  continues.
Railroads in  the area, already h it 
by layoffs resu lting  from  the re ­
cession and con tinu ing  automa­
tion, are chopping more workers 
from  the payro ll. The D u lu th ,
Mesabi Iro n  Range and the 
Great N orthe rn  railroads w il l  
lay off more than 3,000 men.

The effectiveness bf the strike 
on the Iron Range is testimonial 
to the traditional militancy of 
the area. The Range has been 
hard hit by layoffs in the past 
two years and many miners 
have been jobless for more than 
a year. Yet they didn't hesitate 
to join the strike.

One exception is the Zenith 
underground m ine at E ly, M inn., 
w hich employs about 250 w o rk ­

ers. The m ine reopened about 
fo u r months ago a fte r being shut 
down fo r a year. Several unions, 
inc lud ing  the Steelworkers, have 
been try in g  to organize Zenith .

Last week s tr ik in g  S tee lw ork­
ers set up a p icke t line  at the 
m ine w h ich  was1 crossed b^' the 
unorganized m iners under p rod­
ding o f the company and the 
cops. However i t  is becoming ap­
parent tha t these w orkers arc 
no t too happy about the role 
they have been forced to play.

One of them told a reporter: 
"We could go on a sympathy 
strike, but after you've been out 
of work for nearly a year you 
don't have much sympathy."

B u t there seem to be enough 
Zen ith  m iners whose union sym ­
pathies are a b it  stronger. Ft is 
reported tha t Zen ith  owners 
held a m eeting yesterday w ith  
representatives o f the U nited 
Steelworkers.

Am ong o ther things, the steel 
s tr ike  m ay help to organize 250 
underground m iners in  E ly.

IN D U S TR IA L  ACCIDENTS
W ith  greater speed-up the in ­

dustria l accident rate is rising. 
In the th ird  quarte r of 1958 the 
ra le rose to 11.5 d isabling in ­
juries pei' m illio n  hours worked 
from  10.4 the previous quarter, 
according to a Bureau of Labor 
S tatistics report..

Why not pass this copy of the 
M ilitant on to a friend?

Cleveland Steelworkers 
Tell About Grievances

CLEVELAND, July 18 —  A l­
most 29,000 steel workers are on 
strike in the Cleveland-Lorain 
district. They are determined to 
settle a mountain of local griev­
ances as well as help win a new 
national agreement.

The struck plants are Republic 
Steel, the Am erican Steel and 
W ire D iv is ion o f U.S. Steel, and 
Jones and Laugh lin  in  C leve­
land and the N ational Tube 
W orks of U.S. Steel in  Lora in .

A t a ll the plants except Re­
public, agreements have \been 
made to provide maintenance 
crews fo r the furnaces. A t Re­
public the union is pe rm itting  no 
one but supervisors to enter the 
p lant. Asked w hy maintenance 
was not being provided there, a 
Republic w o rke r answered, " If 
someone kept kicking you in the 
face and then asked you a favor, 
would you do it for him? We got 
kicked in the face a lot of times."

“ We have grievances tha t have 
been hanging fire  as much as 
tw o years,”  another s tr ike r add­
ed.

The R epublic w orkers have 
helped to expose some of the 
an ti-un ion  propaganda o f the 
da ily  press. Last June 22, the 
Cleveland News ran a banner 
headline, “ News Poll Finds 
S teelworkers Against S trike  But 
Expect I t . ”

The next day the News had to 
report tha t the Republic workers 
had shut down the 'p lan t in  an 
unauthorized p r o t e s t  against 
dangerous and unsanitary w o rk ­
ing  conditions. A  second unau­

thorized w a lkou t h it  the p lan t 
a few  weeks la te r as a resu lt o f 
the company’s persistent s ta lling  
on grievances.

In  the ve ry  survey w hich 
“ proved’ the men were against 
a strike , the News found itse lf 
reporting  th is statement from  a 
m illw r ig h t: "I've been burned, 
gassed anck hauled out of the 
plant five or six times. It's dan­
gerous work and we deserve 
more money. Since the recent 
recession the union man has 
been kicked around like a dog. 
The companies are cutting corn­
ers and having too many layoffs. 
There is too much pressure on

the average worker to produce 
more."

Unionists expect tha t i t  w il l  
be a long strike. Local union 
spokesmen estimate th a t w ith  
fina l paychecks and vacation pay 
most o f the strikers  can hold out 
from  fo u r to s ix weeks w ith o u t 
severe hardship. B u t a fte r that 
i t  tv i l l  be tough on everyone.

D is tr ic t d irector Paul Schremp 
reported yesterday th a t morale 
is h igh and the men are determ ­
ined not to le t the companies 
cut down on hard-won condi­
tions. “ We are determ ined to 
stick i t  out on the p icket line 
u n til we w in ,”  lie said.
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Morale Is High 
Among Pickets 
In Chicago Area

CHICAG O , Ju ly  17— A fte r  p icket du ty  today we rode 
over to see our b ro ther s trike rs  in  the Ind iana plants. We 
made our firs t stop at the tw o  huge steel m ills  facing 
each other in Indiana Harbor—♦---------------------------------------------- -
Youngstown Sheet &  Tube and 
In land Steel. •

Approaching a big steel 
w o rke r at the coffee urn set on 
the sidewalk at one gate, we 
started to id e n tify  ours'elves.

“ Just a m inute ,”  he said and 
called over the p icket captain. 
The captain of the line  gave us 
the once-over rap id ly , shook 
hands, and introduced us a ll 
around. A ll barriers down, the 
brothers' welcomed us w arm ly .

“ How are things at Repub­
lic?”  they asked.

“ No trouble. A  big gang was 
out the firs t n igh t and Wednes­
day m orning. Now we’re se ttl­
ing down to routine. Nothing 
but nothing is m oving in or 
out." we replied.

“ We’re a ll set here, too. No­
body gets in to  the p lan t prop­
er. Just the office w orkers pop 
in and out of the adm in is tra ­
tion  bu ild ing , tha t is set apart 
from  the m ill, fo r coffee.

“ Our Local president was 
asked about office w orkers,”  
we reported. “ He said tha t the 
union w on’t toler.ate scabs. The 
office help can’t cross the p ick ­
et line  e ithe r way and as fa r 
as the foremen are concerned 
since they ’ve bedded down 
they can stay in there and rot. 
The company as a resu lt la id  
off the office w orkers.”

The reactionary right - lo - 
work law  looms threateningly 
before the Indiana strikers.

“ The company m igh t t r y  to 
use th is law  as a legal means 
to get a back-to -w ork move­
ment started,”  they warned us. 
“ And we w ould have to mass 
p icke t to  stop them. The com­
pany w il l  p robably use this 
legal g im m ick  against us if  
they tire  o f try in g  to starve 
us out.”

“ T ha t’s a tough one,”  we in ­
terjected, “ bu t they don’t  have 
room fo r a ll o f you in  ja il, do 
they?"

“ Dam m it, we had a spokes­
man fo r us in  the state con­
gress,”  they replied. “ He was 
supposed to argue against state 
money appropriations i f  the 
legislators d id n ’t firs t discuss 
repeal of the Indiana R igh t-to - 
W ork law. B u t the s.o.b. double- 
crossed us. Looks lik e  these 
friends of labor are not on our 
side of the fence.”

We agreed.
The fee ling  of real so lida rity  

met us everywhere. O ur new 
friends said goodbye w arm ly . 
I t  was a t r u ly  representative 
group— Negro, w h ite  and Span­
ish-speaking brothers.

“ We’ll drop over to see you 
guys at Republic one of these 
days,”  they chorused.

Seattle Striker Views 
Battle as “ Showdown”

SEATTLE , J u ly  17 — I t ’s a rare day when the press 
gives a t ru th fu l presentation of labor’s side of the story 
in  a strike . B u t some o f the * 
tru th  about the steel s tr ike  d id
break through in  a J u ly  16 Post- 
In te lligencer in te rv ie w  w ith  sev­
eral o f the 1,100 strikers  at the 
Bethlehem p lan t here.

W illiam  McCaffery, a m ill ad­
juster, was reported as saying, 
"This strike is a showdown. The 
Company has taken a very un­
just attitude . . .  I  certainly hope 
it's not a long strike, but the 
company has been trying to take 
away conditions from us that 
would put us back 25 years."

A no the r Bethlehem  w orker, 
F rank  K rasnow sky, was in te r­
viewed as he jo ined  fe llow  mem­
bers o f Local 1208 on the picket 
line  at the conclusion o f the 
shift.

“ K ranow sky po inted at the 
stream o f automobiles leaving 
the p lan t last n ig h t and de­
clared: ‘Most o f these cars are 
being bought on the ins ta llm en t 
plan. We’l l  ju s t have to pu t o ff 
some o f the b ills  fo r a w h ile .’

“ Krasnow sky, whose w ife  ju s t 
had a baby, said his w ife  may go

Ohio
Annual M ilitant Picnic

Sun., Aug. 2, H inck ley 
Lake Park. A c tiv it ie s  start 
at 10 a.m. P icnic lunch 
served 1 p.m.

For tickets apd fu rth e r 
in fo rm ation  call SW 1-1818 
Wednesdays 7-9 p.m.

Book-A -M onth
Adventures in Freedom —  

300 Years of Jewish Life in 
America, by Oscar H andlin .

This 282-page book was o r­
ig in a lly  priced at $3.75. 
B ook-A -M onth price is $1.25. 

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place 
New York 3, N . Y.

to  w o rk  tem po ra rily  to help 
stretch the  fa m ily  budget. B u t 
he wasn’t  downhearted.

" 'If  we don't go out on strike, 
we won't have a right left,' he 
said. 'The m ill was built by 
money made off us and we have 
a right to share in  the com­
pany's gains.' "

N EW  YO RK
Socialist Sociables 

To Enliven Your Summer 
SATU RD AY, A U G U S T  1, 

Noon to 6 P.M. Repeated by 
popular demand—The Guberna­
torial Special Beefsteak Picnic. 
Charcoal bro iled steaks, corn, 
salad, beverages. Cuisine by 
McManus. A t Annette  T. R u­
b inste in ’s lake fron t cottage, off 
the Taconic P arkw ay at Shrub 
Oak, N.Y. Sw im m ing, boating. 
$3 per person, $5 couple, $7.50 
fam ily . For directions, rides, 
call GR. 5-9736, 2 - 6 P.M.
(NOTE R A IN  DATE SUNDAY, 
AUG. 2.)

*  *  *  

S TA R LIG H T FORUM , SUN­
D AY, JU LY 26— Dr. A nnette  T. 
Rubinstein, 1958 Ind. - Socialist 
candidate fo r L t. Gov,, on " In ­
dividualism and Non - Political 
Protest Today." C ontrib . $ l.T h e  
Terrace, Penthouse 10 A, 59 
W. 71 St., New Y o rk  C ity . 
(Future S ta rligh t Forums on 
the Terrace, Aug. 9 and 16. 
Watch this column fo r details.) 

SAVE TH IS  DATE  
AUG. 22 - 24, W e e k e n d  at 

Camp Wingdale, W ingdale, N.Y. 
United Ind.-Socialist Committee 
799 Broadway GR. 5-9736

New York 3, N.Y.

Local Directory
B O S T O N

B oston L a b o r  F o ra m , 2 9 5  H u n tin g ­
ton A v e ., Room  200 .

C H IC A G O  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  77 7  W .  

A d am s, D E  2 -9 7 3 6 .

C L E V E L A N D  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  106 09  S u ­

p erio r A v e ., Room  301 , S W  1 -1 8 1 8 . 
Open W ed n e sd ay  n ig h ts  7 to  9.

IT ie  M il ita n t ,  P .O . Box 190 4 , U n i­
v e rs ity  Center. S ta tio n , C leve land  6. 
O hio .

D E T R O IT  
Eugene V . D ebs H a ll ,  3 73 7  W o o d ­

w ard . T E m p le  1 -6 1 3 5 .

LO S  A N G E L E S
F o ru m  H a ll a n d  M o d e rn  B o o k  S h op . 

1702 E . 4 lh  S t. A N  9 -4 9 5 3  o r  W E  5- 
9238 .

M IL W A U K E E  
150 E a s t Juneau A v e .

M IN N E A P O L IS  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  322 H e n -

n ep in  A v e ., 2nd  floo r. O pen noon to  
6 P .M . d a ily  except S u n d ays .

N E W A R K  
N e w a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , B ox 361 , 

N e w a rk , N . J.
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M il i ta n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 116  U n iv e r ­
s ity  P lace , A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P .O . Box 341 , B e rk e le y  1, C a lif .

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o ru m  and S o c ia lis t  

W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 1303 W . G ira rd  A v e .  
L e c tu re s  and d iscussions e v e ry  S a tu r ­
d a y , 8 P .M ., fo llo w ed  b y  open house. 
C a ll P O  3 -5 8 2 0 .

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  
T h e  M il ita n t ,  1145 P o lk  S t., R m . 4. 

S a t. 11 A .M . to  3 P .M . P h one P R  6 -  
7 2 9 6 ; if  no an s w er, V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .

S E A T T L E  
*4 1 2 — 18t4i A ven u e, E A  2 -5 5 5 4 . L i­

b ra ry , b o o ksto re .
ST. L O U IS  

Fo r in form ation phone M O  4-7194.


