
Virginia Racists 
Yield Ground in 
Integration Fight

JAN . 28—V irg in ia  au thorities  are re trea ting  from  
th e ir  stand of “ massive resistance”  to any fo rm  of school 
in tegra tion . B u t th is does not mean they are th ro w in g  in
the towel. Instead they hope to * 
keep the s c h o o l s  99 and 
44/100% segregated by placing 
a few  Negro students in enough 
schools to meet the le tte r of 
the law. The new strategy to 
c ircum vent the 1954 Supreme 
C ourt desegregation decision is 
based on ca re fu lly  provided 
loopholes in recent ru lings by 
the high court and the V irg in ia  
Supreme Court.

The decision to make the re ­
treat, however, is an ind ication 
o f the pressures the Negro 
people have succeeded in m ob il­
iz ing  against the racist-m inded 
Bourbons and th e ir N orthern 
allies. U ndoubtedly many a n ti­
segregationists w il l  rejoice over 
w ha t they feel is a token of 
more substantia l victories to 
come.

Pub lic  schools in  three V ir ­
g in ia cities shut down last Sep­
tem ber by Gov. A lm ond a fte r 
a federal court ordered in tegra­
tion  of a handfu l of Negro 
pupils, w il l  p robably reopen 
Feb. 2, according to reports.

The V irg in ia  Supreme Court 
and a federal court on Jan. 19 
struck down the “ massive resis­
tance”  laws on w hich the 
school shutdown was based. 
Four days la te r a federal court

Buch Wins Place 
On L.A. Ballot

LOS ANG ELES, Jan. 26 —  
Peter Buch, U C LA  graduate 
engineering student, has won 
a place on the A p r i l  election 
ba llo t fo r Board of Education.

H is supporters pu t 850 names 
of registered voters on the line 
one week a fte r canvassing be­
gan. O f these, 750 were accept­
ed as va lid . O nly 500 were re ­
quired.

Buch demands tha t the b i l ­
lions of dollars now wasted in 
w a r preparations be used to 
bu ild  schools and pay teachers 
decent wages. He is endorsed 
by the Socialist W orkers Party.

upheld assignment of fo u r Ne­
groes to an a ll-w h ite  C harlottes­
v ille  school (w h ile  re jecting ac­
ceptance o f 26 others) and yes­
terday another federal judge 
blocked a fina l move to prevent 
token in tegration by en jo in ing 
the N o rfo lk  C ity  Council from  
cu tting  o ff funds fo r a ll school 
grades above the sixth.

"P R IVA TE" SCHOOLS

A lthough  Governor A lm ond 
last week proclaim ed continu­
ing resistance to token in tegra­
tion, he is expected to present 
proposals to the special session 
o f the state leg is la ture opening 
today tha t w il l  lay the ground 
fo r a system of pub lic  schools 
w ith  m i n i m u m  in tegration 
alongside state-subsidized segre­
gated “ p riva te ”  schools. In  ru l­
ing out a previous law  fo r op­
eration of “ p riva te ”  schools the 
state supreme court had declar­
ed th is could be done i f  “ p rop­
er”  funds were used.

M eanwhile, V irg in ia  p o lit i­
cians and newspaper editors are 
reported increasingly inclined 
tow ard use o f last Novem ber’s 
U.S. Supremo C ourt decision 
uphold ing an A labam a “ school 
placement”  law  designed to bar 
a ll bu t a sp rink ling  of Negroes 
from  in tegra tion  fo r a va rie ty  
of reasons sp long as the real 
reason— color— is not m ention­
ed. I t  ifc now generally recog­
nized th is  decision was designed 
to pe rm it flou ting  the s p ir it of 
the 1954 desegregation decision 
w h ile  pretending to abide by it.

A strong new hint to exploit 
this ruling was made Jan. 23 by 
U.S. Attorney General William  
Rogers when he made public 
his reply to a query on the is­
sue. Declaring that there is no 
further need for the federal 
government to intervene in the 
integration struggle as it did in 
Little Rock. Rogers said he 
could see no "constitutional ob­
jection" to "placement" laws.

N.Y. Socialists Discuss 
Possibilities fo r 1960

By H arry Ring

NEW  YO RK, Jan. 25—A  conference of 150 supporters 
of the U n ited  Independent-Socialist P a rty  voted unanim ­
ously yesterday to continue the organization as the U nited
Independent - Socialist C om m it-' 
tee. A  special sub-committee 
was set up to explore possib il­
ities fo r united socialist in te r­
vention in the Presidentia l cam­
paign in 1960 as w e ll as other 
electoral campaigns. The con­
ference also voted to meet 
again next September to decide 
fin a lly  about the 1960 race.

Founded last spring as an 
electoral coalition of socialists 
and independents, the Indepen­
dent-Socia list P a rty  challenged 
the m ajor parties in  New Y ork  
last fa ll. Corliss Lam ont, candi­
date fo r  U.S. Senator, polled 
49,087 votes; John T. McManus, 
candidate fo r governor, won 
31,586. McManus presided at 
yesterday’s conference. Lam ont, 
who was unable to attend, sent 
a message expressing g ra tifica ­
tion  over the proposal to con­
tinue the organization and 
pledging his support.

A  program  of po litica l a c tiv ­
ity  fo r 1959, outlined by M orris  
G old in fo r the A d m in is tra tive  
Committee, was unanim ously 
approved as were a series of o r­
ganizational proposals. These in ­
clude maintenance of a state 
office in  New Y o rk  C ity  w ith  
W illia m  A. Price as executive 
secretary; expansion of the 
county and area committees es­
tablished du ring  the election 
campaign; pub lica tion  of a 
m on th ly  in fo rm ation  and d is­
cussion b u lle tin ; organization 
o f socialist educational a c tiv it­
ies; and a w eekly  rad io  p ro ­
gram i f  su ffic ien t funds can be 
obtained.

Most of the conference d is­
cussion centered around the 
proposal advocated by many 
members of the A dm in is tra tive  
Com m ittee to o rien t tow ard a 
1960 socialist Presidentia l ticke t 
provided su ffic ien t forces can 
be mustered na tiona lly  to make 
i t  feasible. F ive members of the 
com m ittee expressed po litica l 
reservations on this. B u t since 
there was no proposal fo r  an 
im m ediate decision, the recom­
mendation to e s t a b l i s h  the 
special com m ittee to study the 
question was supported unanim ­
ously.

In  the discussion most of the 
participants supported the view­
point favoring a socialist Presi­
dential ticket. The exchange of 
opinions occurred in a free and 
fraternal atmosphere with the

feeling generally that much had 
been achieved in the 1958 effort.

EXPRESS DIFFERENCES
The A dm in is tra tive  C om m it­

tee proposal was presented by 
state chairm an H enry Abrams. 
He then w ent on to indicate 
his own be lie f tha t i t  should 
not be ru led out as a possib ility  
tha t a m ajor pa rty  ticke t could 
be supported as a means of de­
veloping sentim ent fo r inde­
pendent po litica l action by la ­
bor and the Negro people.

This v iew po in t was expressed 
in  more deta il by Babbette 
Jones, also a member o f the 
A d m in is tra tive  Committee. She 
contended tha t the ISP had 
been Limited in  1958 because i t  
emphasized the socialist ra ther 
than the independent character 
of its campaign. W hile  one per 
cent o f the people are ready to 
consider socialist solutions, she 
said, socialists should not “ d i­
vorce themselves from  the 
other 99 per cent by s im ply 
ho ld ing a lo ft the pure banner 
of socialism.”

U rg ing  preparation fo r a so­
c ia lis t campaign in  1960, Dr. 
Annette  T. Rubinstein, ISP can­
didate fo r L t. Governor, p re ­
dicted tha t the Republicans 
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JOHN T. McM ANUS. 1958 
N. Y. Independent - Socialist 
gubernatorial candidate, pre­
sided at conference which 
voted to continue as United 
Independent - Socialist Com­
mittee.
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Michigan Unions Demand 
Full Benefits for Jobless

JOMO K EN Y A TTA , African 
scholar and founder of the 
Kenya African Union which 
sparked Kenya's fight for inde­
pendence, imprisoned for seven 
years by the British in 1952 on 
charges of administering "ter­
rorist" oaths to the Mau Mau. 
The principal witness against 
Kenyatta has now sworn that 
his testimony was fabricated.

When his term ends, the 
British say Kenyatta w ill be 
"restricted" for life to a remote 
area.

Congo S trife  
Flares Again

Civil strife flared again in 
the Belgian Congo last week, as 
Africans pressed their demand 
for "Independence Now!"

Triggered by a rum or th a t a 
Negro ch ild  had been k ille d  by 
a w h ite  man, angry crowds in 
Leopo ldv ille  stoned w h ite  mo­
torists Jan. 27. S ix  were a r­
rested.

On the fo llo w in g  day, as the 
pro - independence demonstra­
tions continued, troops were 
called out. They used the ir 
rifles  as clubs to disperse dem­
onstrators. Negroes defied a 
curfew  and set up a roadblock 
between w h ite  and Negro areas.

Belgian colonists were arm ing 
themselves and organizing “ v ig ­
ilan te ”  groups.

In  M atadi, the main po rt on 
the Congo rive r, some. 1,000 
A fricans demonstrated Jan. 25. 
They stoned governm ent b u ild ­
ings and a C atholic church.

This outbreak was touched 
off when 200 youths demanded 
to be heard at a conference 
called by an o ffic ia l to discuss 
governm ent promises of p o lit ic ­
al concessions.

No. Carolina Case Stirs 
Indignation in Holland

JAN . 28 — The Com m ittee to Combat Racial In jus tice  
has protested m is in fo rm ation  issued by the U.S. Embassy 
in H o lland about the sentencing of James Hanover Thom p­
son, 10, and David Simpson, 8,* 
to indeterm inate sentences in a 
N orth  Carolina re form atory be­
cause a 7-year-old w h ite  g irl 
had kissed the older boy.

Press services reported tha t 
the chief press o fficer of the 
Embassy in H olland had to ld 
protesters tha t no racial d is­
c rim ina tion  was involved and 
tha t the boys had been sent up 
fo r “ thefts.”

The CCRI, w hich is seeking 
release o f the tw o ch ildren, 
cabled its protest to the U.S. 
press o fficer in  H olland and 
w rote  to Dulles demanding that 
the Embassy in  H olland be 
silenced and tha t an investiga­
tion  of the issuance of the false 
in fo rm ation  be made. The Com­
m ittee cited an ea rlie r W hite 
House refusal to in tervene on 
behalf of the tw o ch ildren on 
the ground th a t i t  was outside 
of federal ju risd ic tio n ; and in ­
qu ired w hy  attem pted w h ite ­
washing o f the case is consid­
ered w ith in  federal ju risd ic tion .

The Embassy became in v o l­
ved in H olland as a resu lt of 
g row ing protests over the racist 
treatm ent o f the tw o victim s. 
On Jan. 15 school ch ild ren  in 
the Hague gave the press a 
copy of a le tte r to the U.S. 
Ambassador expressing th e ir 
ind ignation. N ext, teachers and 
pupils in U trech t protested.

On Jan. 21, a I3-year-o ld  
school g ir l presented U.S. o f­
ficials w ith  a protest pe tition  
bearing 520 signatures. This was 
fo llow ed by a delegation of 
ch ildren from  e igh t secondary 
schools w ith  a pe tition  bearing
1.000 signatures. In  add ition an 
adu lt campaign, know n as Op­
eration Snowball, was started 
by S.F.A. Saris, of the Catholic 
organization M artinusnuis. He 
q u ick ly  received over 300 le t­
ters of support and more than
3.000 signatures to petitions.

On Jan. 24 M r. Saris sent the
fo llow ing  cable to D r. A. E. 
Perry, V ice President of the 
U nion C ounty N AA C P  and a 
member of the Committee to 
Combat Racial In justice : “ AN P 
calls case of James and D avid  
race d iscrim ination. Am erican 
Embassy calls them thieves. 
Please answer te legraphica lly  
race d iscrim ination  or not and 
send report by le tte r.”

Dr. P erry  rep lied: “ Positive ly 
race d iscrim ination. Le tte r fo l­
lows.”

Saris then cabled: “ Thank 
you. We go on Snow B a ll.”

A n o t h e r  m anifestation of 
w o rld  opinion on the case came- 
when the Committee received 
a le tte r from  B e rlin  in  the 
name of the W omen’s In te rna ­

tional Federation, an organiza­
tion  w h ich  claims sections on 
a ll continents and 200 m illio n  
members. The le tte r was ac­
companied by a copy of a 
cable sent to N orth  Carolina 
Governor Hodges condemning 
the “ b ru ta l racist in jus tice ” 
suffered by the young boys.

The CCRI has also reported 
a new inc ident ind ica ting  the 
racist atmosphere in Monroe. 
On Dec. 24 a w h ite  man at the 
Monroe H otel struck a Negro 
chambermaid and k icked her 
down a flig h t o f stairs because 
he claimed tha t her ca lling  out 
to another chambermaid had 
disturbed his sleep.

The woman, Mrs. Georgia 
Davis W hite, 29, was severely 
in ju red . Accompanied by Rob­
e rt F. W illiam s, P resident of 
the Monroe County N AAC P 
and chairman of the CCRI, she 
la te r compelled re luctan t local 
police to issue a w a rran t against 
her assailant.

A fte r resisting pressure to 
drop the charges, Mrs. W hite, 
on Sunday, Jan. 25, was served 
w ith  a w a rra n t charging her 
w ith  having earned $4 w h ile  
d raw ing unem ploym ent com­
pensation almost tw o years ago 
and fa ilin g  to report it.

She w ould  have been hauled 
from  her sick bed to ja il i f  a 
neighbor had not posted bond. 
A  hearing date against Mrs. 
W h ite ’s assailant has been set 
fo r Feb. 2 and the hearing 
against her fo r Feb. 5.

Klan Sheets 
Need Change?

MONROE, N.C. —  The 
local K u  K lu x  K la n  seems 
to be sw itch ing  its sheets 
from  the tra d itio n a l w h ite  to 
black.

K lan  a c tiv ity  near the 
South Carolina lin e  has been 
reported three times recent­
ly . Tw ice the sheeted K lans- 
men were seen d riv in g  along 
the road tow ard  Monroe. 
Once the hooded racists were 
seen around a bonfire. In  
each case they were garbed 
in black sheets.

The significance o f th is  is 
not known. One guess is tha t 
a fte r the 1957 shooting fra y  
when local N AA C P  m em ­
bers stood off the K K K  at 
the home o f Dr. A. E. Perry, 
the K la n  decided th a t w h ite  
sheets make too good a ta r­
get. A no ther guess is tha t 
the robes need laundering.

H em ispheric  Defense?

An American-made 35-ton Sherman tank batters down 
gate of government meat-packing plant in Buenos Aires last 
month, making way for Argentine soldiers to shoot, tear-gas 
and club sit-down strikers during four-day general strike 
against government moves to slash workers' living standards.

Cuban Resentment High 
Over U.S. Criticisms

By L illian  Kiezel
Resentment over American 

intervention in Cuban affairs 
was high in Havana last waek. 
The Castro government voiced 
the popular feeling by sharply 
criticizing the U.S. government.

The hysterica l ou tcry  in  Con­
gress and the press tha t the 
Cuban revo lu tion  is a “ blood 
bath”  m ere ly reflects the op in ­
ion o f B ig  Business tha t th e ir 
interests are in  jeopardy. In 
answer, Castro to ld  the press 
in  Havana tha t Am erican o f­
ficia ls are no t concerned w ith  
human life : “ They are a fra id  of 
the effect tha t a free Cuba w il l  
have upon the rest of L a tin  
Am erica w h ich  has suffered so 
many ind ign ities  fo r so long.”

Castro is consciously resisting 
the tendency o f the revo lu tion  
to continue in  a socialist d irec­
tion. B u t his colleagues are con­
cerned tha t due to inexperience 
he w il l  no t be able to contro l 
the Cuban people. Thus L a tin  
Am erican statesmen lik e  P resi­
dent-elect Betancourt o f Vene­
zuela “ are prepared to take 
F idel Castro ‘under th e ir a rm ’ 
and teach h im  some o f the arts 
needed to preserve the reform s 
of the independent movem ent.”  
(C hristian S c i e n c e  M onito r, 
ja n . 26.)

C arlcton Beals, an expert on

Latin -Am eriean affairs, warns 
in  the N ation (Jan. 31) tha t the 
U nited States is responsible fo r 
the pressure the  Castro govern­
m ent is under: “ I f  the Cuban 
people are aroused much fu r ­
th e r against the U n ited  States, 
then the G overnm ent w i l l  be 
pushed w il ly -n i l ly  to the ex­
treme of confiscating the b illio n  
dollars w o rth  o f Am erican pi'op- 
e rty  in  Cuba. For a ll the large 
industries and most o f the best 
arable land o f the coun try  are 
owned by  A m erican C orpor­
ations.”

Documents have been un ­
covered in  the office of Batista 
agent, Edm und Chester, Beals 
relates, w h ich  prove th a t when 
the Cuban T e l e p h o n e  Co. 
(Am erican owned) raised its 
rates last year Batista  received 
a pay-off o f $3 m illio n .

Popular ind igna tion  over th is  
pay-off d id  no t p revent Dulles 
fro m  nam ing P h ilip  Bonsai as 
U.S. Ambassador to Cuba. In  
Beals’ opin ion th is  was a “ b lu n ­
der” : “ For much of his life , he 
(Bonsai) was an officer o f th is 
same Cuban Telephone Com- 

; pany, w h ich  is c u rre n tly  under 
grave attack, the la test scandal 
being the th e ft from  the na tion ­
al archives o f a ll documents re ­
la tin g  to the company’s re la ­
tions w ith  Batista .”

Ask Checks 
For Total 
Time Lost

D ETR O IT, Jan. 25 —  A  big 
step forward in the fight for 
the unemployed has been ta­
ken by the Michigan A FL-C IO  
through its decision to sponsor 
a bill in the state legislature to 
extend jobless compensation 
benefits for the fu ll period of 
unemployment.

I t  is the firs t state labor body 
to raise th is demand. In  the 
background are the continu ing  
unem ploym ent o f 332,000 w o rk ­
ers at the peak o f auto produc­
tion ; the exhaustion of a ll bene­
fits fo r  100,000 M ich igan w o rk ­
ers in  1958; and the beginnings 
of organization and a c tiv ity  
among the jobless th rough the 
U A W  Production and S k illed  
W orkers Unem ployed C om m it­
tee.

Gus Scholle, president of the 
state A FL-C IO , gave the firs t 
pub lic  explanation and defense 
of the new proposal last Tues­
day before several hundred 
cheering w orkers at a m eeting 
held by the U A W  com m ittee in  
the Labor Temple here. (See 
story page four.)

LABOR'S R ES P O N SIB IL ITY

He said th a t “ the on ly  place 
tha t the unemployed can look 
fo r help is to organized labo r”  
and th a t the state A F L -C IO  
w il l  meet its responsib ilities t6 
them.

"What we are asking, in ef­
fect," he said, "is that workers 
who have exhausted their un­
employment benefits be given a 
check every week until they 
get a job."

Regarding the 30 hou r figh t, 
Scholle said he favors “ a 3914 
hour week, o r a 10 hour week, 
o r any o ther k in d  of week re­
qu ired to get you back to 
w o rk .”

He also proposed th a t five 
per cent o f the na tiona l arms 
budget be used fo r  a school 
b u ild ing  program  to provide 
schools fo r  k ids and jobs fo r 
the unemployed. (In  W ashing­
ton the Democrats are com­
p la in ing  th a t the present arms 
budget isn ’t b ig enough.)

The d a ily  press im m edia te ly  
began to heap r id icu le  and de­
nunciations on the A F L -C IO  
proposal. So d id the Republcan 
legislators.

B u t the A F L -C IO  announced 
in  Lansing th a t a group of 
Democratic legislators h a v e  
agreed to in troduce the b ill.  
One o f these, House Dem ocratic 
floor leader Joseph J. K ow a lsk i 
(a U A W  member), said he fa ­
vored i t  because “ i t  costs more 
to keep a fa m ily  on w elfare  

( Continued on Page 3)

By Daniel Roberts
Khrushchev's s e v e n - h o u r  

speech to the 21st Congress of 
the Soviet Communist Party on 
Jan. 27 was addressed prim ar­
ily to the Soviet working class. 
He sought to sell himself as 
head of a CP regime completely 
overhauled since Stalin's day.

W hat Khrushchev sought to 
demonstrate to the w ork ing  
people was tha t he had supplied 
the USSR w ith  energetic and 
competent leadership w ork ing  
in th e ir interests. This leader­
ship now promises to take the 
country in  a “ g iant leap”  to 
peace and abundance. The 
seven-year economic plan — 
the m ain business before the 
21st Congress —  assures the 
leap.

Khrushchev outlined the pos­
s ib il ity  of the Soviet Union o u t­
s tr ipp ing  B ritish , French and 
German per capita production 
by 1965 and Am erican per cap­
ita production by 1970. Thereby 
he said the Soviet U nion w il l  
also surpass Am erican liv in g  
standards by 1970 and achieve 
the w o rld ’s highest l iv in g  stan­
dard.

Sputn iks attest to the USSR’s 
in d u s tria l prowess. In te rco n ti­

nental b a llis tic  missiles, now 
in  mass production, according 
to Khrushchev, vouch fo r its 
capacity fo r self-defense. The 
w o rld  m ilita ry  balance has a l­
ready shifted to the Soviet 
Union, Khrushchev claimed, and 
the economic balance w il l  soon 
sh ift tha t w ay too. Soviet m il i ­
ta ry  strength bars im peria lis t 
attacks on the USSR and per­
m its v ic to ry  in  “ peaceful com­
pe tition ”  w ith  capitalism .

The Soviet “ peace offensive,” 
capped by M ikoyan ’s tou r of 
the U.S., proves th a t the re ­
gime is doing its utm ost to  end 
the th rea t o f war.

The in dus tria l decentraliza­
tion  plan, in itia ted  and carried 
out by Khrushchev a year and 
a h a lf ago, is supposed to show 
tha t the man who ended the 
S ta lin  cu lt knows how to cut 
through the bureaucratic red 
tape choking Soviet industry. 
He is the genius able to solve 
the most tho rny  of a ll Soviet 
economic problems —  namely, 
how  to s ign ifican tly  increase 
to ta l ag ricu ltu ra l ou tpu t w h ile  
releasing fa rm  manpower fo r 
industry.

K hrushchev’s speech included 
specific promises to the w o rk ­

ing people. These included “ the 
gradual tu rn in g  over of more 
functions to ‘people’s organiza­
tions.’ ”  He announced th a t po­
lice and state security forces 
had already been sharply re ­
duced.

According to theses presented 
by Khrushchev to the Congress 
and published in  the Soviet 
press in advance of the parley, 
the seven-year plan promises 
reduction of the w o rk  week to 
40 hours by 1962. ( I t  was re ­
duced from  48 to 46 hours last 
year in  line  w ith  cuts promised 
at the 20th Congress three years 
ago.) Khrushchev pledges tha t 
the w ork-w eek w il l  be cu t to 
35 hours by 1968. The plan 
projects a 40% average in ­
crease in  real income o f factory 
and office workers. Wages o f 
low -pa id  w orkers are to in ­
crease from  270-350 rubles a 
month a t present to 500-600 
rubles. Raising wages in the 
low -pa id  categories by the b ig ­
gest am ount w ill,  i t  is prom ­
ised, reduce wage inequalities.

The plan declares tha t hous­
ing construction is “ one o f the 
most im portan t tasks”  in  the 
next seven years. Between 1959 
and 1965, 15 m ill io n  un its  are

to be b u ilt  in towns, state farm s 
and lum ber camps, “ w h ich  is 
2.3 times more than was b u ilt 
in  the previous seven years.”  
These are to be separate flats 
fo r fam ilies. In  addition, col­
lective farm s are to provide 
seven m illio n  new units.

Under the plan, a series of

measures o f special benefit to  
women w orkers — on whom  
the USSR, depends fo r  about 
h a lf o f its  labor pow er —  are 
to be expanded. The num ber 
o f nurseries, fac to ry  canteens, 
restaurants and laundries are 
to be m u ltip lied . Price de­
creases are prom ised in  res­
taurants.

In  the fie ld o f health, the 
num ber o f hospita l beds is to  
be doubled.

F in a lly , lik e  every good p o li­
tic ian  w o o i n g  the public, 
Khrushchev promised a cu t in  
taxes. In  fact, “ w ith in  a few 
years,”  he to ld  the Congress, 
there w ou ld  be no taxa tion  at 
all.

Khrushchev's s e v e n - h o u r  
speech said nothing about the 
purge against inner-party op­
ponents he has conducted, or 
about Bulganin's recent "con­
fession" (which Khrushchev 
followers in the Central Com­
mittee declared did not go far 
enough). He said nothing about 
Soviet troops crushing the H un­
garian revolution, about hound­
ing Pasternak, or about rup­
turing relations with Yugo­
slavia. He passed over his rec­
ord of repressions in silence, al­

though it stands in glaring con­
tradiction to his declarations in  
the theses about the need for 
socialist democracy.

POPULAR PRESSURES

The Khrushchev speech and 
theses te s tify  tha t the popular 
pressures w h ich  gave rise to 
the revelations and reform s at 
the 20th Congress continue to 
operate. V ic to ry  over the Nazis 
in W orld  W ar I I ,  rap id  success­
es in  rebu ild ing  Soviet industry , 
and expansion of the  Soviet 
system to Eastern Europe and 
China thus ending Soviet isola­
tion— these have to ta lly  altered 
the Soviet w orkers ’ re la tio n ­
ship to the ru lin g  caste o f p r iv ­
ilege-seeking bureaucrats. In  
the postw ar years the w orkers 
acquired a new sense o f m i l i t ­
ancy and self-confidence. T he ir 
hatred fo r  S ta lin ’s murderous 
despotism burned more fiercely. 
I t  threatened h im  and his heirs 
w ith  revo lu tion . Th is prom pted 
S ta lin ’s successors to g ran t con­
cessions.

The gains the Soviet masses 
thus won .encouraged them  to 
press fo r  more. The bureau­
cratic regime was in  crisis un-

(Continued on Page 2)

Khrushchev Makes Bid for Workers' Support
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Marxism and the Spirit of 1776
............ '— By Raymond Fletcher

The following review of Cannon's 
"Notebook of an Agitator" appeared in 
the Nov. 14 issue of Tribune, a British 
socialist weekly that features the views 
of the left wing of the Labour Party  
headed by Aneurin Bevan:

The L e ft has an incurab le  passion fo r 
labe ling  its  adherents w ith  odd names 
th a t look as though they came from  an 
explosives catalogue. Few of them  re a lly  
f i t  the people they are stuck on.

Take me, fo r example, I  am an old- 
fashioned Socialist. I  believe th a t W illia m  
M orris  has more to say to the tw en tie th - 
cen tu ry  than those who have embalmed 
h im  as a mere “ p ioneer”  realize. I  have 
a deep distaste fo r the “ sophists, calcula­
tors and economists”  (to borrow  B u rke ’s 
phrase) who seem in te n t on extingu ish ing  
the g lo ry  of Socialism  fo r  ever.

G raveyard
W hat label, therefore, should be 

pasted on m y hide? M orris ite?  O ld L e ft­
ist? Both have a graveyard odour; and 
m y  brand of Socialism is not ready fo r the 
undertaker yet, thank you.

James P. Cannon, leader of the A m er­
ican Socialist W orke r’s P arty , is not so 
touchy about labels. He is a T ro tsky is t 
and has been one since the la te  twenties. 
I f  he were over here he w ould  be g iv ing  
M organ P h illip s  and S ir V incen t Tewson 
sleepless n ights and lam basting us pale 
p inks who w rite  fo r  T ribune.

R a d ic a l
Y et m any of the pieces collected to ­

gether in  his book, Notebook of an A g ita ­
to r, reveal a ra the r d iffe ren t Cannon from  
the flam e-th row ing  u ltra -L e ftis t his label 
suggests. Th is disciple of Len in  and p u p il 
of T ro tsky  is, in  fact, a genuine, one-hun­

dred-per-cent Yankee radical, as Am erican 
as O ld G lo ry  itse lf.

“ I ’m  a F ou rth  of J u ly  man from  way 
back,”  he w rites  — and goes on to exto l 
the tra d itio n  in jected in to  A m erican life  
by the argum enta tive colonials who stuck 
i t  out at V a lley  Forge.

He admires Abe L inco ln . He honours 
the men who fough t in  the U nion armies. 
He quotes lib e ra lly  from  Thoreau and 
Emerson. He is engagingly fra n k  about 
his own weaknesses (“ b larney is not false­
hood; i t  is the tru th  exaggerated and em­
bellished to make i t  sound be tte r” ).

No doubt Cannon is as sk illed  at in ­
fig h tin g  as any of the people against 
whom  his more v itr io lic  pieces are d irec t­
ed. “ W hen you go in to  revo lu tiona ry  
po litics ,”  he says, “ you should pu t on an 
o ld p a ir o f pants.”

Scab-herder
He is most readable, however, and 

most Am erican, when he forgets labels. 
As, fo r instance, in  his a ttack on a group 
of clergym en who said the closed shop 
was un-C hristian. He w on ’t  have that. No­
body is going to describe “ the lo w ly  
Nazarene as a scab-herder”  w h ile  Cannon 
is around.

There is some useful m a te ria l on 
A m erican labour h is to ry  in  the book, 
though most of i t  ought to have explana­
to ry  notes. And there are a few  artic les on 
S ta lin ism  w h ich  are necessary rem inders 
tha t not everyone had to w a it fo r the 
Khrushchev speech to see w ha t was hap­
pening in  Russia.

B u t w ha t re a lly  makes the book 
w o rth  reading is the se lf-po rtra it i t  gives 
of an Irish -A m erican  rebel whose M a rx ­
ism is w ell-laced w ith  the potent s p ir it 
of 1776.

...Khrushchev Bid to Workers

Is Social Democratic Policy Independent?
Contends It Is Best to Stick 
With ‘Progressive’ Democrats

The Editor's View —
M u rry  Weiss contended tha t “ like  the Com m unist 

P arty , the Social Democrats advised the rad ica l workers 
to vote fo r the candidates of the ru lin g  class ra the r than 
the on ly  socialist ticke t on the b a llo t”  in  the New Y o rk  
State 1958 elections. Weiss called th is  a “ te rr ib le  breach 
of e lem entary socialist and w ork ing  class so lid a rity .”

We fa il to understand w h y  McReynolds complains 
tha t the SP-SDF po licy Jaas been m isrepresented by 
Weiss. Is i t  because Weiss d id n ’t  help the CP and SP- 
SDF disguise its  po licy w ith  the usual double ta lk  and 
euphemisms?

For m any years the CP and the Social Democrats 
have been try in g  to sell Dem ocratic P arty  candidates to 
the rad ica l workers w ith  a ll k inds of tr ic k  form ulas 
like : “ defeat the Republicans at a ll costs,”  and, “ the 
m ain danger”  is on the Republican side. A fte r  an elec­
tion, when the labor-endorsed Democrats again kn ife  
the workers, these cute form ulas are supposed to pro­
vide the basis fo r precisely M cReynolds’ type of dum ­
m y ing  up w ith : “ W hy, we d id n ’t  advise anyone to vote 
fo r the Democrats.”

The fact tha t the SP ran McReynolds fo r State 
Senator from  the 19th D is tr ic t doesn’t  re fu te  our con­
ten tion  tha t SP-SDF po licy  is to m obilize working-class 
support fo r cap ita lis t candidates in  the m a jo r offices. 
The CP also ran B en jam in Davis fo r State Senate from  
the 21st D is tric t. In  both cases the 'candidates de libe r­
ate ly filed fo r  these m ino r offices to evade a socialist 
contest w ith  the m a jo r candidates of the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  and to “ disassociate”  th e ir  parties from  the In ­
dependent-Socialist T icket. The fact tha t McReynolds 
and Davis opposed labor-endorsed candidates in  these 
m ino r offices was on ly  inc iden ta l to th e ir  campaign.

We note also tha t C yn th ia  Speare’s version of the 
SP-SDF m o tiva tion  fo r  runn ing  McReynolds does not 
coincide w ith  M cReynolds’ version. I t  does, however, 
correspond to the facts.

McReynolds confirms Weiss’ contention, i t  appears 
to us, when he says, “ This is one case where Com m un­
ists and Socialists are in  general agreement and where 
the T ro tsky is t m ovem ent is pursu ing its  own sectarian 
path of continued isolation from  the m ain stream of 
Am erican p o litica l life .”

The euphemism, “ iso lation from  the m ain stream 
of Am erican p o litica l l i fe ”  is consistently employed by 
the CP and SP-SDF to describe the po licy  o f socialist 
class-struggle opposition to the cap ita lis t parties. Non­
isolation, fo r these people, means w ork ing  w ith  the la­
bor bureaucracy and supporting “ labor-endorsed”  capi­
ta lis t candidates. For us, th is  k ind  of non-isolation is 
not im proved when i t  employs deceptive double ta lk  or 
sta lking-horse candidacies.

(Continued from  Page 1)
der th is  relentless pressure, and 
the  crisis was aggravated by 
the fac t tha t no single person 
or group had undisputed com­
mand w ith in  the ru lin g  stratum . 
A t  the 20th Congress, a series 
o f new, more extensive reform s 
were launched in the course of 
the jockeying  o f r iv a l leaders. 
The biggest concession was 
Khrushchev’s ju n k in g  o f the 
S ta lin  cult.

REC O N SO LID ATIO N

Since 1956, however, the bu ­
reaucratic d icta torsh ip  has m an­
aged to reconsolidate its power 
to  some extent. F irs t, the 
K re m lin  was able to crush a t­
tem pts by the masses to carry 
“ de-S ta lin iza tion”  fa r  beyond 
the lim its  set by the bureau­
cracy— to the overth row  o f the 
bureaucratic regim e itse lf and 
its  replacement by a regime of 
w orkers ’ democracy.

Then the d ie-hard faction  in 
the bureaucracy, w h ich  sought 
to  reverse “ de-StalinizatiOn”  out 
o f fea r tha t concessions w ould 
open the floodrgates o f revo lu ­
tio n  again, was d riven  from  
power. To achieve v ic to ry  over 
th is  group, Khrushchev won the 
Com m unist P a rty  C entra l Com­
m ittee  over to his side and 
made a pact w ith  a rm y chief 
Zhukov. He fo llow ed up the 
v ic to ry  w ith  appeals to the 
w orkers at fac to ry  meetings to 
beck his regime. To w in  th e ir 
support, he reaffirm ed “ de-Stal- 
in iza tion ”  and the economic 
and legal reform s th a t had been 
granted.

In  N ovem ber 1957, K h ru sh ­
chev downed Zhukov. H is posi­
tron now was s im ila r to  tha t of 
S ta lin ’s. However, S ta lin  based 
his pow er on the secret police, 
K hrushchev bases h im se lf p r i ­
m a r ily  on the top pa rty  appar­
atus. Tha t is his machine. The 
pa rty , though fa r  from  popular, 
claims to be the spokesman of

the w o rk in g  people. I t  is there­
fore more subject than the 
po litica l police to the w orkers ’ 
pressures.

There is a fu r th e r difference 
between S ta lin  and K h rush ­
chev. S ta lin  came to pow er by 
in flic tin g  a defeat on the w o rk ­
ers. He crushed th e ir organs of 
ru le—the Soviets— and convert­
ed th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  pa rty—  
the B o lshevik party  of Len in  
and T ro tsky ’s days— in to  an 
instrum ent o f the bureaucracy. 
Khrushchev is dealing with a 
resurgent working class. Though 
made wary by the experience 
of Hungary, the workers seek 
to assert themselves every time 
they have the chance.

Thus, when in  1957 the So­
v ie t governm ent created “ per­
manent production conferences” 
o f workers, management repre­
sentatives and union represen­
tatives in  every establishment, 
the w orkers used the confer­
ences to press demands they 
could* not have raised through 
the bureaucratized union struc­
ture. Trud, trade-un ion news­
paper, has warned the confer­
ences not to in frin g e  upon 
e ithe r the functions o f the fac­
to ry  manager o r those o f the 
union bodies. B u t the w orkers 
w il l  not be easily made to back 
down. I t  is no tew orthy tha t the 
Khrushchev theses call fo r  con­
tinua tion  o f the perm anent 
production conferences to pro-, 
vide fo r  “ mass pa rtic ipa tion  in  
the management o f production.”

Again, in  a five-w eek discus­
sion o f K hrushchev’s latest edu­
cation proposals in  the Soviet 
press, m any le tte rs critic ized 
other le tte rs in  support of the 
scheme. (The proposal w ould  
abolish the system o f universal, 
free 10-year schooling adopted 
at the 20th Congress and re ­
place i t  w ith  o n ly  e ight years 
of un iversa l schooling. Except 
fo r  the most “ g ifted ,”  youths 
w ou ld  then go to w o rk  at the 
age o f 14 o r 15 and continue

then' education at n igh t school 
or by correspondence course if  
they desired.)

Sum m arizing the discussion 
on education, Jacques M ichel 
w rites  in  the Dec. 31 France 
Observateur (an independent 
socialist w eekly) th a t “ num er­
ous rank-and-file  Soviet citizens 
had the chance fo r  the firs t tim e  
to express before the en tire  
country the conception they 
have o f its  fu tu re  and the fu ­
tu re  o f man.”  There is strong 
suspicion among w orkers that 
K hrushchev’s education scheme 
w il l  be adm inistered to  the 

•benefit o f ch ild ren  whose par­
ents are economically p r iv i l ­
eged. “ The discussion . . . re ­
vealed the strength o f the 
equa lita rian  currents,”  s a y s  
M ichel.

K hrushchev set the keynote 
fo r the 21st Congress. This is 
to make much of the great and 
genuine achievements due to 
the planned economy, the high 
rate o f p roductive grow th , and 
the big possib ilities fo r  the fu ­
ture.

B u t c red it fo r  these achieve­
ments, w h ich  belongs to the So­
v ie t w orkers operating w ith  the 
most modern type of economic 
structure, is preempted by the 
bureaucracy. As in  S ta lin ’s 
tim e  the aim  is to p u t a high 
shine on the ve ry  social layers 
who have held back the Soviet 
U nion fro m  m aking  the s w if t­
est possible progress, who have 
underm ined its  defenses and 
pinned to ta lita r ia n  ru le  on the 
country.

A nd  K rushchev has an im ­
mediate objective— to achieve 
unanimous approva l o f his 
liq u ida tion  o f M olotov, M alen­
kov, et al. I f  he succeeds, the 
21st Congress w i l l  m ark  the 
end o f the trans ition  from  the 
“ co llective”  ru le  o f the group 
tha t stood a t S ta lin ’s coffin  to 
the personal ru le  o f the new 
S ta lin .

Editor:
Y our comment on m y  le tte r 

in  the January 5 M ilita n t is 
proof th a t lite ra ry  q u a n tity  does 
not necessarily equal in te lle c t­
ual qua lity . A fte r  tak ing  1200 
words to “ answer”  m y  400 
w ord  le tte r you r position is 
w eaker than ever.

You were unable to find  a 
single statement from  any o f­
fic ia l source in  the Socialist 
P a rty  to ju s tify  you r fla t state­
ment in  the December 15 M i l i ­
ta n t tha t “ A nd  lik e  the Com­
m unist Party , the Social Demo­
crats advised the rad ica l w o rk ­
ers to vote fo r  the  candidates 
o f the ru lin g  class . . .”  The 
best you could do in  the way 
of p roo f was quote a paragraph 
from  the C a ll w h ich  was c r i t i ­
cal o f the L ib e ra l P a rty  and 
trade un ion leadership. You 
then took th is  paragraph, ap­
p lied  “ s tra igh t E nglish”  to it, 
and concluded tha t we were 
supporting H arrim an ! I  th in k  
under these circumstances you 
are in  no position to complain, 
as you d id  e d ito ria lly  in  the 
January 12 issue, th a t A rno ld  
Johnson is using S ta lin is t 
methods and is s ling ing  mud 
because he invented certain 
statements fo r SWP members 
who attended the Cleveland 
conference. I t  is clear tha t 
A rn o ld  Johnson was pn ly  using 
his ow n brand of “ s tra igh t 
English.”

You im p ly  tha t m y own cam­
paign fo r Congress was some­
how in v io la tion  o f the Social­
is t P a rty ’s position on “ f le x ib il­
i t y ”  regarding electoral action. 
You note w ith  dismay tha t the 
C a ll d id  not once support m y 
campaign even “ by a single 
sentence.”  F irst, the C a ll is a 
m on th ly  magazine and does not 
t r y  to support every local can­
didate o f the Party. Second, 
our campaign here in  the 19th 
Congressional D is tr ic t in  M an­
hattan was undertaken at the 
request o f the New Y o rk  C ity  
Com m ittee w h ich  designated 
me as the  candidate. I  had the 
d irect and fu l l  support o f both 
our N ationa l Secretary and of 
N orm an Thomas. The Beading 
Labor Advocate, w h ich  is a 
w eekly, gave fu l l  coverage to 
our campaign here as w e ll as 
to the campaigns o f F r it jo f  
Thygeson and D a r l i n g t o n  
Hoopes and others across the 
country runn ing  fo r  office on 
the Socialist P a rty  ticke t.
FOR "FLE X IB LE '' APPROACH

Le t me say th a t at our recent 
convention I  spoke fo r, voted 
for, and fu l ly  support the po licy 
o f “ a f le x ib il ity  o f electoral ap­
proach.”  The fact th a t I  then 
ran fo r Congress at the request
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w ould nom inate a Rockefeller 
o r a N ixon  and the Democrats 
w ould nom inate equivalents.

Stressing the need to aid the 
developm ent o f a labor party , 
D r. R ubinstein said, “ B u t we 
are to ld  tha t w ha t we can do 
to b u ild  a labor pa rty  is to get 
lost in  the Dem ocratic p a rly  
supporting libera ls  lik e  H um ­
phrey and G ruening.”

R ecalling Len in ’s stand tha t 
socialist “ support the w orkers ’ 
interests bu t never th e ir i l lu ­
sions,”  she to ld  the conference, 
“  . . . i t ’s im m ora l to pretend 
tha t a H um phrey, who support­
ed Lebanon invasion, can aid 
peace.”

W h ile  she believes there are 
“ exceptional”  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
where a m ajor pa rty  candidate 
m igh t be supported, such ex­
ceptions on ly po in t up the gen­
era l ru le . “ We m ust speak out 
as loud ly  and c learly  as we can 
u n til 1960 so tha t we can p ro ­
vide a socialist a lte rna tive .”

M orris  G old in  to ld  the con­
ference he was not ready to 
com m it h im se lf to support of a 
socialist P residentia l candidate 
fo r  1960. B ut, he said, " I don't 
hold with the view that the 
term 'socialist' is detrimental. 
In  a year when a 'Robert Rich' 
can be buried by a known so­
cialist, Dalton Trumbo, it would 
be fatal to succumb to red­
baiting."

A nother A dm in is tra tive  Com­
m ittee member, D r. A lb e rt 
B lum berg, who is under Sm ith  
A c t ind ic tm ent as fo rm er legis­
la tive  d irec to r of the Commun­
ist Party , also expressed reser­
vations oh a socialist Presiden­
tia l ticke t.

U rg ing  tha t the groundw ork 
be la id  fo r  a P residentia l cam­
paign, M u rry  Weiss m aintained 
th a t the ISP state campaign 
demonstrated tha t socialist cam­
paigns do not mean isolation. 
“ The ISP d id  more to reach 
the w orkers,”  he said, “ than 
those who said, ‘W ork  w ith  the 
labor bureaucracy and the 
Democratic pa rty .’ ”

Com m enting on the expe ri­
ences o f the 1958 campaign,

o f the Socialist P a rty  and w ith  
fu l l  support from  others who 
had favored the “ flex ib le ”  ap­
proach to e lectora l action, and 
the fact tha t m y opponent was 
a “ la b o r-libe ra l”  candidate — 
a ll o f th is  should be clear 
proof tha t a flex ib le  approach 
does not mean we w i l l  no t run  
candidates or tha t we are afra id  
to run candidates, i f  necessary, 
against “ labor endorsed”  can­
didates.

W hat is in teresting to me is 
the fa ilu re  Cfcf the M ilita n t to 
support any of the candidates 
o f the Socialist P arty , even 
though you expect us to sup­
port you r candidates. Perhaps 
you w ould  exp la in  to me and, 
i f  you p r in t th is, to you r read­
ers, ju s t w h y  we have a m ora l 
ob ligation to support you r can­
didates and are g u ilty  o f “ a 
te rr ib le  breach o f elementary 
socialist and w o rk in g  class sol­
id a r ity ”  i f  we fa il to do so, bu t 
you are qu ite  s ilen t during  
elections about our candidates? 
C erta in ly  we do n o t seek your 
support, bu t I  am curious why, 
in  the last election, even the 
N ational Guardian supported 
m y campaign fo r Congres bu t 
the M ilita n t fa iled  to do so.

To re tu rn  fo r a m om ent to 
the question o f a flex ib le  ap­
proach to electoral action — 
th is  s im p ly  means th a t we 
seek to w o rk  w ith  progressive 
elements w ith in  the Democratic 
Party  because we recognize a 
conflic t of interests between 
w o rk ing  class sections o f the 
Democratic P a rty  and the busi­
ness interests w hich presently 
dom inate tha t Party.

W hen the S.W.P. ta lks about 
a “ Labor P a rty ”  w ha t you 
rea lly  seem to mean is tha t 
labor should a ll jo in  the S.W.P. 
A c tu a lly  i t  is d iff ic u lt to p re­
d ic t the fo rm  a Labor Party  
w i l l  take bu t fo r socialists to 
consciously cut themselves off 
from  libe ra l and progressive 
sections o f the labor movement 
— sections tha t can move 
tow ard  socialism —  is the real 
betrayal o f the w o rk ing  class. 
And th is is ju s t w hat the pres­
ent po licy of the S.W.P. 
amounts to.
CP PO SITIO N  S IM IL A R

A  recent pam phlet “ A  New 
L e ft,”  by  Michae) H arring ton , 
sets fo rth  some solid reasons 
w h y  we re ject the I.S.P. ap­
proach to the electoral action 
and ju s t w ha t our approach is. 
The pam phlet can be obtained 
from  the Socialist Party . I  arri 
in  no w ay alarmed i f  the po­
s ition  o f the Com m unist P arty  
is s im ila r to my own position on 
th is question. Even Communists 
can be r ig h t on some questions.

Weiss said tha t f r u it fu l lessons 
could be draw n from  tw o con­
trovers ia l issues. The firs t was 
the fa ilu re  of the com m ittee to 
reach agreement on inc lud ing 
a p lank on demo'cracy in  the 
p la tfo rm , p a rticu la rly  as i t  re ­
lates to the struggle fo r w o rk ­
ers democracy in . the Soviet 
bloc. He added tha t th is issue 
had not become an acute one 
because in the course of the 
campaign the candidates had 
indicated, each from  his own 
po in t o f view, agreement on 
the need fo r socialist democ­
racy everywhere.

Secondly, he considered i t  a 
m istake of some magnitude tha t 
the Socialist W orkers P a rty  had 
not been represented on the 
state ticke t. “ A  serious coalition 
of socialists,”  he said, “ should 
make a p rinc ipe l of non-exclu ­
sion on a ll levels.”

Joseph Hansen, ed ito r of the 
In te rna tiona l Socialist Review, 
stressed the view  th a t a clear- 
cut stand on defense o f demo­
cratic  righ ts everyw here is. in ­
dispensable to rebu ild ing  the 
socialist movement. He pointed 
out th a t the crimes of S ta lin ­
ism, fa lsely associated w ith  so­
cialism, had inh ib ited  m any in 
the radical m ovem ent from  ad­
vocating socialism in the Debs

This is one case where Com­
munists and Socialists are in  
general agreement and where 
the T ro tsky is t movem ent is 
pursuing its own sectarian path 
of continued isolation fro m  the 
m ain stream of Am erican po­
lit ica l life .

I w an t to  close by re tu rn ing  
to the basic problem. I t  is d i f ­
ficu lt enough fo r radicals to 
communicate w ith  one another. 
That d iff ic u lty  is made in fin ite ly  
more d iff ic u lt when the M i l i ­
tan t assigns positions to the 
Socialist P a rty  w h ich  we do 
not hold. You have every r ig h t

trad ition .
R eferring to th is  point, Irv in g  

Bein in , a member o f the A d ­
m in is tra tive  Committee, argued 
tha t a broad movement can be 
b u ilt on ly  by “ support to peace­
fu l coexistence and the socialist 
regimes.”  “ I f  we are to take 
advantage of the great develop­
ments in the socialist w o rld ,”  
he said, “ we must associate 
ourselves w ith  these develop­
ments.”

Tom K e rry , N ational O rgani­
zation Secretary o f the Socialist 
W orkers Party , said he w ould 
favor socialists w ith d ra w in g  in 
1960 i f  an independent labor 
party  appeared; b u t ba rring  th is  
u n like ly  possib ility , socialists 
should make the 1960 campaign 
a must. He recognized the great 
practica l d ifficu ltie s  in  the way 
of a socialist Presidentia l cam­
paign, “ bu t ways o f overcom ing 
them  m ust be explored.”

The program  o f a c tiv ity  ap­
proved fo r 1959 includes sup­
po rt to the demand fo r  a 30- 
hour week and opposition to 
J im  Crow in schools, jobs and 
housing. I t  advocates repeal of 
state and federal legislation 
lim it in g  c iv il liberties. I t  urges 
partic ipa tion  in the developing 
movement to save state ren t 
controls. I t  seeks the support

to disagree w ith  our “ flexib le  
po licy ”  tow ard electoral action. 
B u t th a t po licy  — even in 
“ s tra igh t E nglish”  does not 
mean the same th ing  as urg ing 
the radical w orkers to vote fo r 
the ru lin g  class. I  hope tha t in  
the fu tu re  the M ilita n t w i l l  t r y  
to a ttack us on ly fo r  those 
positions we ac tua lly  hold, and 
on ly  fo r statements we actua lly  
make, ra ther than to . attack us 
fo r positions and statements 
w h ich  exis t on ly  in  the m inds 
o f your staff.

o f broad labo r-libe ra l forces in 
efforts to re fo rm  undem ocratic 
ba llo t laws.

Contributions and r e g u l a r  
monthly pledges were made at 
the conference to help advance 
this program. The address of 
the United Independent-Social­
ist Committee is 799 Broadway, 
Room 238, New York 3, N.Y.

VER Y CONSIDERATE
The New Y o rk  B u ild in g  De­

partm ent has refused to make 
pub lic  names o f subpena-dodg- 
ing slum landlords.

Made in Mexico
A  rare chance to see 

Sergei E isenstcin’s “ T im e in  
the Sun,”  a film  on the M ex­
ican revo lu tion . Two show­
ings F ri., Feb. 6; 8 p.m. and 
10 p.m. Three showings each 
day Sat., Feb. 7 and Sun., 
Feb. 8; 2 p.m., 8 p.m. and 
10 p.m.

Plus— an eyewitness report 
of last summer's c iv il s trug ­
gles in  Mexico C ity  by Earl 
Owens, an Am erican student.

M ilita n t Labor Forum  ha ll, 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place, New 
Y ork. Auspices Young So­
c ia lis t Allifence. C on tribu tion  
$ 1.

Challenges
McReynolds’
Position
E dito r:

D avid  McReynolds’ le tte r in  
the January 5 M ilita n t tries to 
create the impression tha t his 
candidacy fo r Congress in  the 
19th D is tr ic t is p roo f th a t the 
SP-SDF o ffic ia lly  rejects a ll cap­
ita lis t po litic ians, a j opposed to 
tac it support of lib e ra l Demo­
crats.

As I  recall, Comrade M cRey­
nolds’ own argum ents fo r  hav­
ing his organization name a can­
didate in  the 19th CD (at the

New York Debate
M urry Weiss, national com­

mittee member of the Social­
ist Workers Party, and David 
McReynolds, 1958 Congres­
sional candidate of the Social­
ist Party-Social Democratic 
Federation, w ill debate social­
ist electoral policy Friday 
evening, Feb. 27 at the M ili­
tant Labor Forum, 116 U ni­
versity Place, New York  
City.

Low er M anhattan Branch meet­
ing th a t decided th is  move), 
they were: (1) Because a “ U n it­
ed Independent-Socialist P a rty ”  
m igh t appear on the b a llo t and 
the SP m ust p u b lic ly  disassoci­
ate itse lf from  the “ U n ited ’.’ 
label, and (2) Because incum ­
bent Congressman Farbste in 
(D em o-Lib) had so poor a rec­
ord, libera ls w ould  not denounce 
the SP fo r a lienating votes in  
tha t d is tric t.

These erroneous contentions, 
however, do no t detract from  
the precedent-m aking support 
provoked from  the New Y o rk  
Society fo r a Sane N uclear P o l­
icy and the V illage  A D A  C lub 
fo r a candidate runn ing  under a 
socialist label. I  also w an t to 
po in t ou t tha t many individual 
SPers lamented th e ir P a rty ’s 
non-indorsem ent o f ISP candi­
dates, and th a t a ch ie fta in  of 
the M cReynolds’ Campaign Com­
m ittee d is tribu ted  ISP nom in ­
a ting pe titions to canvassing 
volunteers along w ith  SP ones. 
Moreover,, there were a num ber 
of SP members and associates, 
lik e  m yself, who supported M e- 
Reynolds because we fe lt tha t 
a socialist congressional candi­
date could raise im po rtan t is­
sues concerning fo re ign  po licy  
and the U.S. m ilita ry  budget, 
and also expose the electorate 
to socialist v iewpoints.

As a soc ia lis t-un ity  advocate, 
I  th in k  i t  un fo rtuna te  that- a 
fine com m entary-paper lik e  the 
M ilita n t d id  no t ignore McRey- 
no ld ’s obviously d istorted le tte r, 
ra ther than adding fu e l to a 
long-rag ing fire. And, inc iden­
ta lly , w h ile  I reg re t the SP- 
SDF fo rm a l non-partic ipa tion  in  
the ISP, I  also find  incom pre­
hensible the SWP’s position  of 
fu l l  support to  a u n ity  group 
w h ile  con tinu ing  to m a in ta in  i t ­
se lf as a se lf-perpetuating, func­
tion ing  p o lit ica l party.

F ra te rna lly ,
Cynthia Speare

Chicago
W ould you lik e  to jo in  a 

class studying  Leon T ro tsky ’s 
“ H is to ry  o f the Russian Rev­
o lu tion?”

Come down to the M ilita n t 
Labor Forum  H all, 777 West 
Adams, Sunday m orn ing at 
10:30 a.m.

W e’l l  look fo r  you, bu t i f  
you ’d lik e  to register by 
telephone, call DE 2-9736.

A d v e r t is e m e n t

BOOKS - PAMPHLETS
On Socialism 

And the Labor 
Movement

Order Free Catalog from: 
PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
116 University Place 

New York 3. N.Y.

A d v e r t is e m e n t  A d v e r t is e m e n t

Notebook of an Agitator
Are you something o f an agitator yourself? 

Then you’ll really appreciate this collection from 

the notebook o f James P. Cannon. Humor, irony, 

pathos, the heart-lifting vision o f America’s bright 

socialist future —  i f  you’re alive to these things 

you’ve got a treat in store. And here’s a tip. For 

a g if t to a friend who ought to know more about 

socialism, we th ink this is a best buy. $4 cloth- 

bound, $2.50 paper for this 362-page book.

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place New York 3, N. Y.

A d v e r t is e m e n t  A d v e r t is e m e n t

Socialism—Humanism
A n exam ination of the re la tion  between Hum anism  

and M arxism . W hat do they have in  common? In  w ha t 
way do they differ? W hich stream of thought is most 
consistent and in  tune w ith  m ank ind ’s needs today?

Read th is  con tribu tion  by W illia m  F. W arde to the 
In te rna tion a l discussion now going on in  in te llec tua l 
circles on th is  im po rtan t topic. In  the w in te r issue of 
the In te rna tion a l Socialist Review. Send 35 cents fo r 
a copy.

International Socialist Review
116 University Place New York 3, N .Y .

Introductory Offer
A  Six-Month Subscription 

To The Militant for only $1

N a m e .....................................................................................................

Address ................................................................... Zone ................

C ity  ............  .........................................  State ................................

Send to The M ilita n t, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, New 
Y o rk  3, N .Y.

S incerely,
David McReynolds

. . .  N.Y. Socialists Discuss 1960
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S u b s c r ip t io n :  $3 a y e a r ;  C a ­
n a d ia n ,  $ 3 .5 0 ; fo re ig n ,  $4 .50 . t h e  M IL IT A N T S e cond  c la s s  p o s ta g e  p a id  
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The FBI Is Persecuted
Evidence is m ounting that 

the F B I is being persecut­
ed. Th is may sound odd to 
the thousands of Am ericans 
who have been hounded 
from  th e ir  jobs a fte r FB I 
“ investiga tion ”  of th e ir po­
lit ic a l views and associa­
tions. B u t friends o f the 
F B I have been ra lly in g  to 
the defense w ith  loud 
clam or tha t the libera ls  and 
subversives, believe i t  or 
not, are doing a hatchet job 
on the in s titu tio n  and its 
chief. For instance, Preston 
J. Moore, nationa l com­
m ander of the Am erican 
Legion, charged last Octo­
ber 27 th a t the libe ra l New 
Y ork  Post is p lo ttin g  a 
“ character assassination job 
of M r. Hoover,”  head of the 
FB I. P a rtic ipa ting  w ith  the 
Post in  the “ deliberate 
smear campaign,”  accord­
ing to Moore, are the Na­
tion  and Rights magazine.

Counterattack reported 
add itiona l evidence Novem ­
ber 14: “ . . . the attack con­
tinues. E lino r F e rry  . . .  is 
addressing a meeting at the 
T ro tsky ite  M ilita n t Labor 
Forum  . . . The t it le  of her 
address is ‘The F B I Per­
m anent P o litica l Police.’ ”

December 14 W a lte r W in- 
chell, A m erica ’s outstand­
ing connoisseur of keyholes, 
pu t th is flash on the a ir: 
“ The Socialist W orkers 
P a rty , declared subversive 
by the U.S. A tto rn e y  Gen­
eral, has jo ined the smear

attack against J. Edgar 
Hoover.”

On January 15, in  a 
speech in  Congress, Scherer 
(R-Ohio) of the House Un-

Am erican A c tiv it ie s  Com­
m ittee, added th is: “ The 
latest blast in  the cu rren t 
series of vicious attacks to 
d iscred it M r. Hoover and 
the FB I was launched on 
December 8, 1958, by the 
M ilita n t, a w eekly organ of 
the Socialist W orkers Party , 
in  a smear bearing the 
warped caption, ‘J. Edgar 
Hoover, Chief o f Thought- 
Police.’ ”

We took these and sim ­
ila r  declarations, fo r the 
tim e, as m ere ly pa rt of an 
F B I e ffo rt to shake down 
the budget makers and

Congress fo r more of the 
fo ld ing  s tu ff from  the U.S. 
Treasury. Then our a tten­
tion  was called to the latest 
p o rtra it of M r. F B I h im se lf 
— a candid camera shot 
taken in  his office January 
12.

This piece o f evidence 
convinced us. We made up 
our m inds r ig h t then and 
there to stop arguing. 
Moore, W inche ll, Scherer 
a n d  Counterattack a r e  
righ t. The distinguished 
head of the D epartm ent of 
governm ent snoopers, stool 
pigeons and po litica l police 
re a lly  is being persecuted. 
He re a lly  is.

T h a t’s w hy  D iv is ion  160 
of the Brotherhood of Loco­
m otive  Engineers, we m ust 
suppose, took h im  in  as an 
honorary member. The cap 
and kerch ie f are to help 
disguise h im  as he goes 
underground to escape per­
secution.

We are the champions of 
w itch -h u n t v ic tim s, who­
ever they may be, and so, 
insp ired by the example of 
the B L  of E, we are w illin g  
to make a con tribu tion  of 
our own to the defense. I f  
M r. F B I w i l l  send an agent 
around to p ick i t  up, we’l l  
donate a copy of the M il i ­
tan t folded in to  a three- 
cornered hat. Disguised as 
Napoleon, A m erica ’s most 
persecuted o ffic ia l m igh t be 
adm itted to a qu ie t w ard 
where i t ’s impossible fo r 
the reds to get him .

Situation Normal
The generation of Am erican workers 

tha t entered the labor m arket since the 
end o f W orld  W ar I I  has u n t il recently  
been accustomed to fu l l  em ploym ent. I t ’s 
true  tha t five m illio n  workers suffered 
joblessness in  the 1949-50 and 1953-54 re­
cessions. B u t in  the re tu rn  to fu l l  produc­
tion  a fte r these slumps, most la id -o ff 
w orkers were called back or obtained new 
employment. A fte r  the last recession, how­
ever, capita lism  reverted to its norm al 
mode of operation— it  now keeps a per­
m anent stand-by a rm y of jobless in  a 
period of h igh production.

A  nationa l survey by A. H. Raskin, 
labor ed ito r of the New Y ork  Times (Jan. 
25) shows the fo llo w in g  p ic ture : In  De­
tro it, production of the 1959 models is 
near its  scheduled peak, bu t 12% of the 
auto w orkers are s t il l w a itin g  to be called 
back. There is no prospect in  sight tha t 
they w i l l  re tu rn  to the job or find other 
w ork. In  P ittsburgh , coal and steel pro­
duction is on the upgrade, bu t there are 
tw ice  as m any out of w o rk  now as at the 
bottom  of the recession in  January 1957. 
A lthough  nationa l production is close to 
the pre-recession peak, more than fou r

m illio n  w orkers are o ffic ia lly  classified as 
jobless. T he ir num ber is 700,000 greater 
than du ring  the recession m onth  of De­
cember 1957.

Raskin cites tw o basic reasons fo r w ide­
spread unem ploym ent in  a period of near- 
prosperity  production. These are the in ­
creased use o f automated factories and the 
steady speed-up of those workers s t i l l  on 
the job.

Sum m ariz ing the s ituation, he w rites: 
“ Some of the coun try ’s m a jo r mass p ro­
duction centers are haunted by the pros­
pect of perm anent pools of jobless w o rk ­
ers as a carry-over from  the recession.”

P o litica l economists loya l to cap ita l­
ism have long tr ie d  to re fu te  K a rl M arx. 
Yet events continue to confirm  his prog­
noses. Over 90 years ago, when capita lism  
was in  its  prim e, M arx  said th is  in  his 
book, Capita l: “ The laboring population 
therefore produces . . . the means by 
w h ich  itse lf is made re la tive ly  superflous 
. . .  I t  fo rm s a disposable in d u s tr ia l re­
serve arm y tha t belongs to cap ita l qu ite  
as absolute ly as i f  the la tte r had bred i t  
at its  own cost.”

This cartoon by Laura Gray first appeared in the M ilitant Dec. 19, 1955. It's just as fitting 
for the current proposed federal budget.

Supermarkets in Los Angeles 
Keep Doors Locked on Clerks

Africa Startles Them
F o llow ing  the Second W orld  W ar, a ll 

o f Eastern Europe and the vast area and 
population of China tore loose from  im ­
peria lism  and jo ined the Soviet Union to 
become the an ti-cap ita lis t one-th ird  of the 
w o rld  m oving towards socialism.

Eastern Europe and China were not 
the last; they were on ly  the beginning. 
D u ring  the past few  years the center of 
the a n ti- im pe ria lis t m ovem ent was in  the 
M idd le  East. Now i t  has shifted to A frica . 
A nd  the speed and sweep of the move­
m ent is evoking bew ildered and panicky 
reactions among the most astute cap ita lis t 
observers.

These observers are aware of the long 
background of revo lu tiona ry  struggle in  
A fr ica  du ring  the last decade or more; 
w ha t strikes them  now most fo rce fu lly  is 
w ha t M ilto n  Bracker, Rome correspondent 
of the New Y o rk  Times, calls “ the ever- 
accelerating tre n d ”  and “ the rate at w h ich 
nationalism  is trans fo rm ing  the heart of 
the continen t.”  Accord ing to Bracker 
W estern d ip lom atic  sources in  A fr ic a  “ are 
startled, confused and uneasy”  over th is  
trend. “ I t  is the pace tha t has taken them 
aback,”  he adds.

In  London the Colonial office is m ak­
ing  a study “ on the na tiona lis t ag ita tion  
tha t is sweeping A fr ica  . . . The accelera­
tion  of na tiona lis t fe rm en t in  the past 
m onth was one of the aspects studied.” 
(Times, Jan. 27)

“ A  co n tribu ting  facto r to the stepped

up pace o f A fr ica n  demands fo r se lf-ru le  
was the A ll-A fr ic a n  People’s Conference 
in  Accra, Ghana, last m onth,”  the same 
dispatch says.

The N.Y. Times comments ed ito ria lly  
Jan. 27, “ The s ta rtlin g  feature is not the 
steady g row th  of the insistence on inde­
pendence, bu t the speed w ith  w h ich  that 
demand has been gain ing m om entum .”

The Times editors sermonize: “ Idea lly , 
progress should be contro lled and mea­
sured.”  B u t they adm it tha t “ as the dis­
turbances in  the Belgian Congo prove, the 
m ovem ent fo r independence is becoming 
like  a tid a l wave.”  And “ One has the im ­
pression th a t noth ing w i l l  stop i t . ”

The Times tries to advise the new ly 
independent A fr ica n  states and those as­
p ir in g  towards independence not to “ cut 
th e ir  lin ks  to th e ir  fo rm er master com­
p le te ly ” since, as is w e ll know n, “ native 
peoples are not ye t capable of organizing 
a democratic, effic ient, econom ically v iable 
state.”

This is worthless advice, m otiva ted by 
the hope tha t w ha t im peria lism  loses w ith  
one hand can be snatched back w ith  the 
other th rough gu ile  and tr icke ry . The 
A fr ica n  revo lu tion  in  its deep and sw ift 
development cannot and w i l l  not stop at 
half-measures any more than the Chinese 
revo lu tion  or the Russian revo lu tion  be­
fore  i t  could stop u n t il the basic problem  
of ove rth row ing  im peria lism  and cap ita l­
ism  had been solved.

B y Della Rossa
LOS ANGELES, Jan. 25— 

Since New Year's Day a food 
market lockout here has kept
16.000 clerks from their jobs 
and has affected an estimated
50.000 other workers. The su­
permarkets t h a t  padlocked 
their doors normally handle 
80% of food sales in the area.

The lockout was imposed by 
the Food Em ployers Council 
a fte r Local 770 of the Retail 
C lerks, in a conflic t w ith  em­
ployers over wages and condi­
tions, placed a picket line  at 
the H ollyw ood Ranch m arket. 
A fte r one sh ift, the union w ith ­
drew the pickets, but the FEC 
kept every th ing  shut.

The aggressiveness of the 
employers is in the pattern  set 
recently by the W est' Coast 
truck  owners, the New Y ork  
newspapers, the airlines, and in 
the po litica l field, the campaign 
fo r “ r ig h t to w o rk ”  laws.

The lockout has a secondary 
j target; to increase the financial 
pressure cn sm aller com petit­
ors who have been forced by 
the super outfits to jo in  the 
lockout.

The Buena Park local of the 
Retail C lerks to ld  its members, 
“ I f  the large operators m ain­
ta in a shut down fo r as long as 
possible, medium-sized or m ar­
ginal merchants who also closed 
w il l  soon be at the mercy of 
those industry giants and w ill 
have to e ither be absorbed or 
merged, i f  not go out of busi­
ness.”

The process of concentration 
of capita l, analyzed by K a rl 
M arx, has gone fa r in auto, 
steel and oil. In  food d is tr ib u ­
tion, the doom of the small guy 
has been pronounced but not 
ye t en tire ly  carried out.

M A Y FA IR  SETTLES

Joseph DeSilva of the Retail 
C lerks revealed today tha t d u r­
ing the week the union had 
reached a favorable agreement 
w ith  M a y fa ir M arkets. B u t the 
Food Employers Council spum ­
ed a s im ila r settlement.

M a y fa ir sales in  1957 were 
aboye $100 m illio n ; ye t in th is  
age o f colossal combinations it 
rates on ly tw en tie th  on the na­
tional lis t— fa r below A & P  and 
Safeway.

Superm arkets orig inated in 
Los Angeles. That was when 
the on ly industry  of some con­
sequence here was rubber. V a­
cant lots were tarred, posts and

...A sk  Checks
(Continued from Page 1) 

than to pay unemployment 
benefits.”

Noi all Democrats take this 
stand, however. A  notable ex­
ception was the top Democrat 
himself. Gov. G. Mennen W il­
liams. Asked his position, he 
ducked and dodged for all he 
was worth: "The plan was not 
submitted to me, and I  have 
not seen it . . . There's a lot of 
difference between a perpetual 
thing and 39 weeks or a year. 
I  Will reserve my opinion ®n 
unlimited duration of benefits 
until I  have studied the mat­
ter," etc.

The D e tro it News, pu tting  
pressure on W illiam s to “ sharp­
ly  and unequivoca lly w ithho ld  
his endorsement,”  en titled  its 
ed ito ria l, “ P lan Puts Soapy on 
Spot.”  A nd so it  does. One of 
the most radical proposals the 
A FL-C IO  has ever raised, it 
goes beyond anyth ing  the Dem­
ocratic P arty  is w illin g  to en­
dorse, even jus t fo r the record.

a roof pu t up, and in this re la ­
tive ly  p rim itive  provision fo r 
the ra iny season food was re­
tailed at prices tha t drove even 
the big A & P  from  the area.

W ELL ORGANIZED

These superm arkets cut in to 
the big chains w ith  th e ir com­
petition. A t the same tim e the 
clerks, concentrated as nowhere 
else in the industry , were able 
to organize and w in  some of 
the best conditions in the coun­
try . This was in an area long 
noted fo r its open shops and 
labor-hating employers.

A union market clerk gets 
about $92 for 40 hours, a non­
union department store clerk 
gets about $60 for 48 hours.

The curren t food m arket con­
flic t is one of the biggest ever 
conducted in the country, cer­
ta in ly  bigger than the San 
Francisco struggle of 1955 w hich 
involved 850 clerks. Local 770’s 
previous big battle  occurred 
several years ago when a four- 
day stop-w ork meeting was 
held. This won a health and 
w elfare plan that inspired othe: 
unions here to struggle fo r 
s im ila r gains.

W ith  no p icketing, not even 
p icketing at C ity  H a ll fo r pub­
l ic ity  purposes such as is con­
ducted by the employers, w ith  
too l it t le  comm unication be­
tween leaders and workers, and 
w ith  no big meetings and few 
bulle tins, the union membership 
is given l it t le  chance to th row  
its fu l l  w e igh t in  the current 
struggle. Local 770, like  the 
FEC, has pu t its emphasis on 
television, radio and advertis­
ing to w in  support.

A  com m ittee of seven Los 
Angeles County mayors has 
called fo r a rb itra tion  and the 
FEC bought a fu ll-page ad re­
p rin tin g  the Los Angeles C ity  
Council resolution ca lling  fo r 
a rb itra tion . The Hearst press 
made the same demand in an 
ed ito ria l, “ An Am erican W ay.”

Local 770 has b itte r mem­
ories of th is “ Am erican W ay.” 
In  the A lpha  Beta case the 
union was awarded double tim e 
fo r Sunday w ork. The em ploy­
ers refused to accept the de­
cision. The union had to carry 
the case to the U.S. Supreme 
C ourt in  an 18-months ba ttle  
before w inn ing . A round $15 
m illio n  had to be paid in back 
wages. This busted the sm aller 
stores.

STO CKING THE SHELVES

A  n ig h t-sh ift clerk, now  45, 
who must trave l an hour to gel 
to his job  because he doesn’t 
dare endanger his sen iority  by 
sh ifting  to a store closer to his 
home, gave some idea of w hat 
“ m oonlight stocking”  is like . In 
a 26-hour stretch he w orked 16 
hours, w ith o u t overtim e. Going 
to w o rk  at 7 a.m. he worked 
u n til 4 p.m. and then w ent back 
at m idn ight.

Many men take jobs in super­
markets to get extra work. 
School teachers, accountants, 
auto and rubber workers, even 
the principle of a grammar 
school — they need the extra 
pay.

Ruptures fro m  lif t in g  cases 
too h u rr ie d ly  because of the 
speed-up are common. “ My 
grandfather and m y fa the r had 
grocery stores,”  the c le rk  in te r­
viewed above said, “ and my 
PQsition is sym bolic of the con­
solidation of industry , e lim in ­
ating the small businesses.” 
This c le rk  is a fo rm er union 
offic ia l.

Age discrimination and equal 
rights for women are big issues 
from the union point of view.

“ The bosses attem pt to deny 
it; but you can see in the trans­
fers and m arket mergers tha t 
the . o w n e r s . ,  d iscrim inated 
against women over 35 and men 
over 40. I t ’s the older people 
vvho are more union-conscious.

“ There were no women in 
the industry  before the w ar but 
now about 30% of the union 
membership is women. I t ’s in ­
teresting that about h a lf the 
union meetings are women.

“ Most of the women are used 
as checkers and on the East 
Coast the bosses d iscrim inate 
by having a lo w e r rate fo r 
checkers.

“ A checker must greet the 
customer, even if the customer 
ignores you, call out a ll prices, 
and yet get the customer out 
fast. By the end of the day 
your th roa t is sore, you r legs 
ache, and you ’re tense from  
w orry ing  about the W illm a rk  
Service spies the company 
plants among the customers.”

The fo u r locals of the m arket 
clerks are confronted w ith  a 
tough battle  bu t they have a l­
ready won unem ploym ent com­
pensation fo r  a ll bu t Local 770 
and have a s trike  fund w hich 
they say, w il l  take care of 
union hardship cases fo r six 
weeks.

The American 
Way of Life
On a Balmy Island in the Pacific

Most Am ericans like  to th in k  tha t the USA is the 
best place in  the w orld  to live. S till,  they occasionally 
dream of escaping to some d istan t place where the nervous
tension is not quite so h igh— ♦----------------------------------------------------
say a balm y island in the 
Pacific where you can spend an 
enchanted evening . . .

Quite a few  Am ericans have 
made the grade, going expenses 
paid to some of those far-aw ay 
points on the map tha t W all 
Street needs fo r m ilita ry  bases 
in preparation fo r W orld W ar 
I I I .  And w hat has happened?

Barton M. Biggs, a M arine 
Corps veteran who le ft there 
about a year ago, te lls  about 
one case -— Okinawa, the tin y  
island south of Japan and 
north  of the Philipp ines.

The outstanding fact he notes, 
in an artic le  in  the December 
issue of H arper’s magazine, is 
tha t p rostitu tion  has increased 
enorm ously since the Am ericans 
moved in. Between 60,000 and 
80,000 women are involved. I t  
is “ the most b la tan t and ob­
vious k ind of p ros titu tion  w ith  
g ills  so lic iting  openly and loud­
ly  in  the streets.”  And, as could 
be expected, venereal disease is 
“ ram pant.”

T H R IV IN G  OPERATION

“ In  the central area of O k in ­
awa,” says Biggs, “ where the 
big A rm y  and A ir  Force and 
M arine bases are located one 
passes through towns and v i l ­
lages where every bu ild ing  is 
a com bination of bar and 
brothe l w ith  fam ilies sleeping 
in back. I  saw one such estab­
lishm ent in the tow n near 
where I was stationed w hich 
was a th r iv in g  fa m ily  operation.

“ The fa the r presided at the 
bar, the m other and three 
daughters were the hostesses 
and prostitutes, and the tw o 
younger ch ild ren  solicited busi­
ness on the streets. O ur service­
men tend to consider every 
woman they see a prostitu te  
and treat them accordingly, and 
in some areas they are righ t. 
B u t in  other parts of the island 
they on ly succeed in insu lting  
women and m aking lasting 
enemies.”

“ The w h ite  slave tra ffic ,”  says 
Biggs, “ has become an accepted 
fact of life .”  One g ir l to ld him , 
“ M y fa ther have .bad year in 
rice and we very  poor. Many 
G I’s now on Okinawa, so need 
more girls. Man tha t own bar 
offer m y fa the r much money 
fo r me, and my fa the r sell me. 
I t  make h im  very  sad but we 
have to eat.”

"The girl was perhaps fifteen 
years old and her story unfor­
tunately is typical." A s k e d

about her politics, the girl re­
sponded: "Now my father is a 
Communist."

The Am erican payro ll and 
jobs connected w ith  the base 
have brought some prosperity. 
But. as Biggs points out, the 
prosperity  is spread th in , is a r­
tific ia l and w ould  collapse if 
the Am ericans le ft.

RUTHLESS SEIZURE

N ext to the debauchment of 
th e ir w om enfo lk, the Okinawans 
are incensed at the ruthless 
seizure o f th e ir ancestral lands 
to bu ild  bases and runw ays fo r 
the U.S. m ilita ry  establishments.

One fa rm er explained, “ In ­
stead of a single lum p-sum  pay­
ment fo r th e ir property , m any 
landowners w ould much pre fer 
to have a yea rly  renta l. The 
reason is tha t most Okinawans 
are Shintoists and believe tha t 
the obligation to hold onto the 
land o f one’s ancestors is sacred; 
to lose t it le  to it fo rever is 
deeply d is tu rb ing  to some and 
m ight cause hideous com plica­
tions in the hereafter. This 
fa rm er was exceptiona lly b itte r 
because his land was be(ng 
used as a go lf course. A  d is­
possessed Okinaw an p e a s a n t ,  
whose main problem  is feeding 
his fa m ily  does not easily un­
derstand go lf courses, large 
lawns, spacious flow er gardens.

“ Nor, it must bo added, does 
the em ploym ent of thousands of 
Okinaw an women as house­
maids by the A rm y  and A ir  
Force w ives seem to im prove 
relations between the garrison 
and the natives. The local w om ­
en, o f course, welcome the 
money they receive, b u t they 
often com plain tha t th e ir  em­
ployers are pa tron iz ing  and 
overbearing. And. understand­
ably enough, the s tr ik in g  con­
trasts in liv in g  standards cause 
jealousy.”

A  ta x i-d r ive r, questioned by 
Biggs as to w hether he was 
happier now d riv in g  a cab than 
w o rk ing  15 hours a day in  the 
rice paddy before the A m e ri­
cans came, made a revealing 
reply. He said tha t a lthough he 
now w orked an e igh t-hour day, 
had a radio, more money, a tin  
roof on his house, and a b righ t 
red taxicab, he was not sure “ it 
was profitab le  if  his w ife  and 
daughters were prostitutes, his 
sons' procurers, and his home 
v illage the scene of a d runken 
b ra w l every n igh t.”

Headlines in  O ther Lands
Brother Criticizes 
Argentine President

W hile  troops, using arms 
supplied by the U.S., were 
breaking the general s tr ike  in 
A rgentina  last week, Pres. A r ­
turo  F rondiz i was in W ashing­
ton seeking to assure cap ita lis t 
interests tha t the po litica l and 
economic clim ate in his coun­
try  is favorable to fo re ign in ­
vestment.

In  Buenos A ires the English- 
language H erald sought to  re­
inforce these efforts by pub­
lish ing  a le tte r from  a 23-year- 
old Swede who had lived  in 
A rgen tina  fo r  tw o years. “ Cog­
nizant of a ll the anti-Yankee 
ta lk  going on everyw here,”  he 
w rote, “ I th in k  i t ’s tim e  some­
th ing  was done about it. The 
other day I w ent to a bank . . . 
and I heard at least five d iffe r­
ent parties speaking against 
N orth  Am erica because of the 
‘a ir base’ at Ezeiza, the o il com­
panies and the high cost of 
liv in g .”

The campaign to shush anti- 
Am erican ta lk , however, did 
not get off the ground. The day 
a fte r the Swede's le tte r was 
published, S ilv io  Frondiz i, head 
of a party  called M ovem ent of 
the R evolu tionary Le ft, said 
tha t his brother, the President, 
“ is handing over A rgentina  to 
Yankee Im peria lism , destroying 
inc ip ien t A rgentine industry 
and th row ing  the b ru ta l w eight 
of the economic crisis on the 
A rgentine masses.”

Civil Strife Flares 
In Nyasaland

When A fricans marched on a 
police station in Zomba, Nyasa­
land, Jan. 20 to demand the 
release of 36 women held fo r 
staging a banned protest march, 
police attacked the demonstra­
tors.

They used tear gas. B u t be­
fore they succeeded in b reak­
ing up the demonstration, shops, 
several cars, a bank and gov­
ernm ent offices had been stoned.

S ix policemen and a num ber

of European and Asian c iv ilians  
were in ju red . F o rty  persons 
were arrested.

The demonstrators were said 
to have proceeded to the police 
station d irec tly  from  a meeting 
addressed by Dr. Hastings 
Banda, president of the Nyasa­
land N ational Congress.

"War of Nerves"
In  w hat was described as a 

“ w ar of nerves,”  Washington 
recalled its Ambassador to the 
Philipp ines, Charles E. Bohlen, 
fo r “ consultation.”  The P h ilip ­
pine Republic re ta lia ted by ca ll­
ing home its Ambassador B rig. 
Gen. Carlos P. Romulo.

W ashington complains that 
M an ila  has imposed monetary 
controls and slapped im po rt 
taxes on U.S. goods. Manila, 
however, points to a b ill fo r 
$972,000,000 in g o v e r n m e n t  
claims presented to the U.S. 
fou r years ago w hich is s till 
unpaid.

Need More Dollars 
To Bolster Franco

“ T w enty  years of Franco fas­
cism have driven  Spain to the 
edge of to ta l financial and eco­
nomic bankruptcy. Its  on ly v is ­
ib le means of support today is 
the U.S. Treasury, w hich in  the 
past five years has shelled out 
$ 1,000,000,000.

“ I t  is doub tfu l tha t the $200,- 
000.000 scheduled fo r Spain this 
year as part of our fore ign aid 
program can stave off disaster 
much longer.”

These are the conclusions 
draw n by A rno ld  Beichman in 
the Jan. 19 New Y ork  Post a f­
te r reading a confidentia l re ­
po rt “ prepared by h igh ly  placed 
economic experts w ith  know n 
access to Spain ’s financial se­
crets.”

B u t th is  does not mean tha t 
Franco’s entourage face bank­
rup tcy. Recently a “ scandal” 
was made pub lic  in vo lv ing  1,- 
200 Spaniards w ith  clandestine 
fore ign currency accounts in 
Sw itzerland. These are said to 
to ta l between $125,000,000 and 
$280,000,000.

Dictatorial Trend
Form ation of a more reaction­

ary governm ent in Laos was 
announced by P rem ier Phoui 
Sananikone Jan. 24. H is cabinet 
includes arm y officers fo r the 
firs t time.

The prem ie r was empowered 
last week to ru le  w ith o u t re f­
erence to the N ational Assembly 
fo r one year.

I t  was announced the same 
day tha t ten truckloads o f U.S. 
arms and am m unition  had re­
cently  been given the govern­
m ent “ to help m ain ta in  s tab il­
ity  and increase security .”

Another Soviet 
Conquest in Science

Soviet nuclear scientists an­
nounced Jan. 23 tha t they had 
put the w o rld ’s largest atom 
smasher in to  capacity operation 
at Dubna near Moscow.

The giant, doughnut-shaped 
synchrophasatron, capable of 
accelerating protons to an en­
ergy of 10,000,000,000 electron- 
volts, w il l  be used to explore 
the structure  of the atom ic nu ­
cleus.

The w o rld ’s second largest 
atom smasher, at Berkeley, 
C alif., has a capacity of 6,300,- 
000,000 electron-volts.

Jobless Stage 
Sitdown in Italy

When 980 w orkers received 
layo ff slips in a factory  at 
Florence, Ita ly , 400 of them de­
cided to stage a s itdow n strike. 
They marched to the factory 
and barred its entrance. They 
pointed out tha t the Ita lian  
C onstitu tion  “ recognizes t h e  
r ig h t of a ll citizens to w o rk  . . . ”

For three weeks thousands of 
w orkers have taken up collec­
tions in the streets and brought 
the strikers  food and money. 
Demonstrations in  favor of the 
s trike rs  led to scuffles w ith  the 
police du ring  w h ich  shop w in ­
dows were smashed.

The O vercrowded Schoolroom



Letters from Our Readers
Constant Companion
Editor:

Due to a recent move on my 
p a rt I  find it  necessary to in ­
fo rm  you o f m y new address. 
I have most ce rta in ly  enjoyed 
the M ilita n t and look fo rw ard  
to i t  in the fu tu re  as a constant 
companion in m y own endeav­
ors in  behalf o f the socialist 
cause.

G.M.
Vancouver

Bureaucrats Bad; 
Plutocracy Worse
Editor:

Please accept enclosed $5 fo r 
you r general use.

You are la rge ly  r ig h t in c r i t i ­
cizing the Com m unist bureau­
cracy; bu t I ’m sure it is not 
presently nearly so dangerous, 
wastefu l, im m ora l or hate-filled 
as our ever-ly ing , self-righteous 
p lutocracy in the USA. You 
have w e ll said tha t democracy 
now is jus t a w ord used by 
patrioteers, profiteers and flag- 
draped orators as a cloak fo r 
extortions. I also feel tha t the 
Com m unist nations w il l  become 
more and more a ltru is tic  as 
tim e goes on.

J.K.
Greensburg, Pa.

Now You Know?
Editor:

Cancel my subscription. I 
thought I was subscrib ing to a 
real nice socialist paper. Now 
I find in  some artic les published 
in  you r paper tha t you de­

nounce the leaders o f the So­
v ie t Union.

John Foster Dulles, b ig busi­
ness, and cap ita lis t publications 
also denounce the Soviet Union. 
W hat smiles and com fort they 
must have and the nice favor 
you did them by jo in in g  them 
in the ir denouncing the Soviet 
U nion w ith  th e ir  lies, hypocrisy, 
gu tte r filth , slime and smear. 
For a socialist paper you keep 
strange company, to say the 
least.

Now I  know  w hy  Tro tsky 
had to leave his own country.

A.S.
Roy. Wash.

Thanks!
Editor:

Enclosed is a $5 b ill fo r  your 
splendid, poor m an’s paper.

A.U.
Bellingham, Wash.

Friendly Response 
From CP Members
Editor:

W hile  selling subs to the 
M ilita n t I  have been meeting 
many of m y CP and ex-CP 
friends. None have raised the 
old shouts of “ T ro tsky ite  goon 
squads”  or “ T ro tsky ite  fascist 
agents”  and generally speaking 
I have been welcomed in  a 
comradely fashion.

Now they say th a t we are 
w e ll-in ten tioned, ha rd -w ork ing  
people, who un fo rtuna te ly  waste 
our energies by entering the 
arena of d irec t socialist politics. 
They refuse to partic ipa te  in

electoral socialist a c tiv ity , yet 
feel the phoniness of p a rtic i­
pating in the Democratic Party. 
They try  to ju s tify  th e ir ab­
stention in  the 1958 election by 
saying tha t the whole Indepen­
dent-Socialist a ffa ir was a T ro t­
skyist show anyway.

I  can only hope tha t these 
friends w il l  p u t on th e ir w a lk ­
ing shoes next tim e and o u t­
num ber us in  the task of get­
ting  signatures and votes. Once 
they have come to the con­
clusion tha t we aren’t  monsters, 
then the next step is to realize 
tha t even the most p o lit ica lly  
backward person knows the d i f ­
ference between a pretender 
and the real th ing. Being a so­
c ia lis t is something to be proud 
of, not a sickness to s it home 
w ith .

Le t me add tha t the last tim e 
I w ent v is iting , five out of five 
took subs to the M ilita n t. L a ­
ter, however, one of them can­
celled because she couldn’t take 
the comments from  some of her 
friends in  the Foster cult.

H.M.
New York

No News in "News"
Editor:

Please send the M ilita n t fo r 
s ix months fo r $1 to an unem­
ployed man who marched Jan. 
12 at D e tro it C ity  H a ll. I 
couldn’t find any news about it  
in  our News.

I ’ve been off since December 
1957 and can’t  even find w ork 
at a ll.

R.C.
Detroit

The NAM  Protests
The N ationa l Association of M anufac­

turers saw a d iabolica l p lo t in  Edward R. 
M u rro w ’s T V  exposure of W a ll S tree t’s 
sex life . M u rro w ’s hour-long docum entary 
described how big business includes pros­
titu tio n  as a regu la r part of its  free en­
te rta inm ent fo r buyers.

The ch ie f beneficiary of th is  exposure, 
the N A M  charged, would be the “ labor 
unions.”

Accord ing to the N A M , the unions 
“ desperately need something to d ive rt the 
pub lic  spo tligh t from  th e ir own w rong­
doings to the sins of business, even if, as 
in  th is  case, the ‘sins’ tu rn  out in  the end 
to be m ostly a hoax.”

Some of the N A M  members wanted 
“ equal tim e ”  to answer M urrow . The ma­
jo r i ty  pre ferred to s it tig h t, hoping tha t 
the fu ro r w ould die down.

H earst’s Journa l Am erican in  New

York, w h ich  has been crusading fo r years 
against the “ im m o ra lity ”  of communism, 
considei'ed M u rro w ’s broadcast “ an unsup­
ported smear against Am erican enterprise, 
the prestige of New Y o rk  C ity  . . . the 
reputa tion  of its  police force . . . [and ] an 
outrageous insu lt to the great ins titu tions  
tha t fo rm  the backbone of A m erica ’s eco­
nomic strength .”

B u t the pub lic  re lations departments 
of the big corporations continued to offer 
to prospective buyers ente rta inm ent of 
the k ind  m any of them have become ac­
customed to expect.

D oro thy K ilg a lle n  reported in  the 
Jan. 27 Journa l Am erican th a t M u rro w ’s 
vice broadcast “.didn’t  deter the chaps who 
ran  a convention at one of New Y o rk ’s 
most famous m id tow n hotels last week. 
They engaged the usual ladies-for-pay to 
enterta in  the v is itin g  tire d  business men, 
despite ‘the heat.’ ”
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1,500 Jobless Hold Rally in Buffalo

Notes in the News
PA Y OFF — A fte r heading a H arlem  re ­

v o lt in 1958 against the “ p lan ta tion ”  ru le  of 
Tam m any in  the Democratic Party, Congress­
man Adam C layton Powell made a deal. I f  
he stuck w ith  the Democrats, his sen iority  in  
Congress w ould  be respected and he .w ould  
get chairm anship o f a committee. On Jan. 28 
his bid fo r a subcommittee chairm anship in  
the House Education and Labor comm ittee 
was defeated 21 to 7. A ll  but one of the new 
N orthern  libe ra l Democrats jo ined the gangup. 
Powell spluttered: “ I do no t w an t to serve 
on any subcommittee a fte r th is shameful 
act of N orthern  so-called libe ra l Democrats.”

■ • •
STRETCH-OUT — Responding to strong 

demands by New Y ork  teachers fo r a pay 
hike, School Superintendent John Theobold 
has offered ju n io r and seniqr high-school teach­
ers extra money i f  they w ork  another 45 
m inutes a day. A ll o f the teachers’ organiza­
tions except one have condemned the p ro ­
posal, declaring, “ I t  isn ’t a raise — i t ’s a 
s tre tch-out.”  The Jun io r H igh School P r in ­
cipals Association said it  w il l  support the 
stre tch-out because there is a shortage of 
teachers.

9 * 9

DENOUNCE "L O Y A L T Y "O A T H S  — The
presidents of Yale, H arvard and Princeton 
un ivers ities have protested loya lty -oa th  p ro ­
visions in the N ational Defense Educational 
A c t passed by Congress last year. A . W. G ris­
w old, president of Yale, scored the “ anti-. 
subversive”  measure as “ at best odious and a 
po tentia l th reat to our profession.”  The A s­
sociation o f U n ive rs ity  Professors, w ith  40,- 
000 members, is sending le tters to congress­
men urg ing repeal of the “ h u m ilia tin g ”  p ro ­
vision.

¥ * *
R ETRO ACTIVE RENT H IK ES  — Tenants 

in  a m id tow n New Y ork  studio bu ild ing  have 
taken court action to reverse a state supreme 
court ru lin g  granting  th e ir land lo rd  ren t in ­
creases re troactive to the date o f application 
in  M ay 1957. In  add ition to the m onth ly  jum p, 
tenants in  the bu ild ing  have been b illed  fo r 
back increases runn ing  from  $5,000 to $10,000. 
The judge who agreed to rev iew  the case 
ordered them to pu t the money in  escrow 
pending his decision.

#  *  sk

SPREADING POISON —  Mass d is tribu tion  
of hate lite ra tu re  reached a postwar peak last 
year, according to the Am erican Jewish Com­
m ittee. Most of i t  is said to o rig inate  in 
N orthern  and Western states although a m a­
jo r  audience is racists in  the south.

* * *
ONE IN  S IX  — A  record 11 m illio n  peo­

ple are now employed by federal, state and 
local governments. This is about one s ix th  
of the to ta l w o rk  force of the country.

* * *
NO PLACE TO H ID E  —  A n A tom ic En­

ergy Commission o ffic ia l says i t !s meaningless 
to th in k  of evacuating cities to avoid danger

o f fa llo u t a fte r an atom ic blast. He said a 
change in  w ind  could doom the fug itives 
w h ile  leaving th e ir c ity  untouched.

9 * 9

GOUGE SCHOOL C H ILD R EN  —  The
N ew Y o rk  T rans it A u th o rity , w h ich  pays 
over a quarte r of a b illio n  dollars annually 
in  in te rest to bankers, has proposed that 
school ch ild ren  pay the regu la r 15-cent trans it 
fare instead o f the present reduced fare of 
about five cents.

*  *  *

A COP’S B ULLET — A  16-year-old New 
Jersey boy w il l  be paralyzed fo r  l ife  because 
a cop pu t a b u lle t in  his spine. The police 
explained they m istaken ly though t he was 
m aking a get-away from  a holdup. The boy’s 
fa the r said: “ I don’t  w an t sentim ent or sym ­
pathy. B u t I do w an t justice. I  w ant to know 
w hy m y boy was shot dow n.”

* * *
NEGRO U N IO N IS T  BEATEN — A sbury 

Howard, an in te rna tiona l vice president of 
the Mine, M ill  &  Sm elter W orkers, and his 
son were beaten by a w h ite  mob at the 
Bessemer, A la., c ity  ha ll a fte r H ow ard had 
been fined $600 and sentenced to s ix months 
in  ja i l  fo r p u tting  up posters dep icting a 
Negro in  chains and urg ing  Negroes to vote. 
Rev. M a rtin  Lu the r K in g  o f M ontgom ery and 
Rev. F. L. S huttlesw orth  o f B irm ingham  on 
Jan. 25 demanded a federal investigation, 
p a rticu la rly  “ fo r lack o f p ro tection”  by local 
cops who stood by du ring  the mob attack.

*  *  *

W E LLM A N  REGAINS PENSION —  A fte r 
a fou r-year fight, the Veterans A dm in is tra tion  
agreed Jan. 23 to restore the d isa b ility  pension 
o f Saul W ellm an, D e tro it Com m unist P arty  
leader. Severely wounded in W orld W ar II, 
his pension y/as cut o ff in  1954 a fte r he had 
been convicted under the Sm ith  “ Gag”  Act. 
W ellm an's attorney, Osmond K . Fraenkel, said 
the decision d id no t make clear w hether the 
benefits w ould  be retroactive.

* * *
W HO SHOULD GET THE ROD? —  The

New Y ork  State Legislature is considering a 
b ill tha t w ould  give teachers the r ig h t to 
in flic t physical punishm ent on pupils. New 
Y o rk  C ity  Council President Abe S tark said 
tha t the b il l  “ authorizes greater physical 
force in a classroom than is perm issible in 
our c ity  ja ils .”  How about a law  authoriz ing 
voters to use the rod on legislators who re­
fuse to learn any lessons about progress?

*  *  *

WHOSE FAULT? —  A d la i Stevenson said 
in  San Francisco Jan. 26 tha t i t ’s nobody's 
fa u lt but the people’s tha t our educational 
system is in bad shape. “ They w il l  buy TVs, 
autos, washing machines, even trave l, on tim e 
and credit, bu t not education fo r th e ir c h il­
dren.”  He d idn ’t  say anyth ing  about the gov­
ernm ent’s fa u lt in  tak ing  b illions  of dollars 
tha t should go in to  the school system and 
w asting them in  w ar preparations.

Press for 
30-Hours 
In Detroit

D ETR O IT, Jan. 25 — Unem­
ployed union members here are 
continuing their cempaigns for 
the 30-hour week, jobless com­
pensation benefits for the full 
period of unemployment and 
other measures to ease the 
plight of the unemployed.

A  w ell-attended meeting of 
the U AW  Production and S k il l­
ed W orkers Unemployed Com­
m ittee in Labor Temple last 
Tuesday voted to:

(1) S ta rt a petition  campaign 
urg ing the top U AW  officers to 
“ im m ediate ly indicate th e ir sup­
port to Senator M cNam ara”  of 
the 30-hour b ill he has. p rom ­
ised to introduce in  Congress i f  
the U AW  leadership w ould  en­
dorse it.

(2) Send a motorcade to Lan ­
sing to support an A FL-C IO  
demonstration in the state cap- 
ito l in  behalf of a b ill to ex­
tend jobless compensation fo r 
the fu l l  dura tion  of unem ploy­
ment.
GUEST SPEAKERS

Guest speakers at the ra lly  
were A FL-C IO  State president 
Gus Scholle (see sto ry page 
one); Wayne County A FL-C IO  
president A1 Barbour; and 
Councilman W illia m  T. Patrick, 
who to ld  the audience the 
Common Council w ould  soon 
in v ite  th e ir representatives to 
discuss th e ir proposals tha t the 
Council endorse the McNamara 
b ill and urge the auto corpora­
tions to discontinue overtim e 
w o rk  w h ile  so many are jo b ­
less.

T he ir attendance indicated 
grow ing interest in the a c tiv i­
ties of the unemployed. The 
D e tro it Labor News gave the 
meeting its fro n t page banner 
headline: “ A S K  3 0 - H O U R  
W O R K W E EK .”

The meeting also elected A r t  
Fox (Local 600), Manatee 
Sm ith (Local 3) and Charles 
W einstein (Local 7) to serve 
as co-chairmen o f the com­
m ittee w ith  Joe Shaner (U AW  
S k illed  Trades Council).

Manatee Sm ith cited the la ­
test statistics to show tha t 
M ichigan w orkers are s til l su f­
fe ring  from  the w orst recession 
since the w a r and th a t in ­
creasing p ro d u c tiv ity  makes i t  
im pera tive  to m obilize support 
fo r M cNam ara’s 30-hour b ill. 
"L IV IN G  ANSWERS"

A r t  Fox took up various a r­
guments raised against the 30- 
for-40 program, answering them 
one by one. He said, “ You (the 
audience) arc the liv in g  an­
swers to arguments against the 
30-hour week.”  He was pa rtic ­
u la r ly  scathing about the “ m or­
a lity ”  argum ent ( if  the w ork 
week is shortened, i t  is c la im ­
ed, then w orkers w il l  spend 
the ir tim e  hanging around bars) 
in  the lig h t of the previous 
n ig h t’s revelations over the ra ­
dio about the widespread use 
by big business o f prostitu tes 
to clinch contracts and sales.

He concluded by predicting 
that if the present Democralic- 
conirolled Congress doesn’t act 
to meet the needs of the unem­
ployed, then Ford Local 600’s 
proposal for a farmer-labor 
party w ill meet with growing 
support.

Edith  Van Horn, a steering 
comm ittee member, reviewed 
the w o rk  of the com m ittee in 
its few  short months of ex­
istence and pointed to a series 
of achievements to ju s tify  the 
self-organization of the unem ­
ployed. She also advocated re­
opening the U AW  contracts to 
negotiate a shorter week.

W itch -H u n t V ictim s

FRA NK  W ILK IN SO N CARL BRADEN

Held ‘Guilty’ for Refusal 
To Answer Committee

A T L A N T A , GA. — Carl Braden and F rank W ilk inson 
were found g u ilty  of contem pt of the House U n-Am erican 
Com m ittee on Jan. 21 and 22 in  a U.S. D is tr ic t Court 
here. Both were freed u n de r* 
bond pending appeal o f the ir 
sentences to the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Braden, an active in tegra tion- 
ist, and W ilk inson, a c iv il l ib ­
erties leader, had refused to 
answer questions o f the com­
m ittee on the ground tha t i t  
violates fundam ental righ ts  of 
p rivacy guaranteed by the F irs t 
Am endm ent to the U.S. Con­
s titu tion .

Braden had also accused the 
com m ittee of using its  position 
to harass people w o rk ing  fo r 
in tegration in the South. Two 
o f the three members o f the 
comm ittee th a t quizzed Braden 
and W ilk inson last J u ly  are 
Southern Democrats.

For Braden, the present con­
v ic tion  is the latest in  a long 
series o f attacks by the South­
ern racists and w itch  hunters. 
In  December 1954 he was sen­
tenced to 15 years in  prison in 
K en tucky on a “ sedition”  charge 
a fte r he and his w ife  Anne had 
helped a Negro couple buy a 
house in  a L o u isv ille  suburb 
where no Negro had lived  be­
fore. The house was bombed 
and the Bradens, along w ith

five others, were indicted. A fte r 
a b itte r struggle, Braden won 
a reversal of the K entucky 
courts’ decision as a resu lt of 
a ru lin g  by the U.S. Supreme 
C ourt in  1956.

Anne Braden, who is author 
of the absorbing book "The 
W ell Between," joined her hus­
band in a statement which said 
in part:

"To bring about any social 
change peacefully, there must 
be as a framework a society in 
which citizens do not have to 
be afraid to listen to new ideas, 
to think new thoughts, and to 
try new ways. We do not have 
this framework in America to­
day. Instead we have a nation 
of people who are basically 
timid and afraid."

W ilk inson was represented at 
the tr ia l by Rowland W atts, 
New York, general counsel fo r 
the Am erican C iv il L iberties 
Union. Braden was represented 
by John M. Coe, Pensacola, Fla.; 
Bishop Ew bank Tucker o f the
A . M.E. Z ion Church; Leonard
B. Boudin, New Y o rk  c iv il  l ib ­
erties law yer, and Conrad J. 
Lynn, New Y ork  c iv il righ ts 
law yer and N AA C P  leader.

AFL-CiO Sponsors 
M eeting a t A uditorium

B U FFA LO , Jan. 23 — The firs t mass ra lly  of jobless 
workers to be held here in  decades met yesterday to pro­
test the severe unem ploym ent crisis on the N iagara F ron­
tie r. In itia ted  by the A F L -C IO ,*
the ra lly  at Embassy aud ito rium  
brought out 1,500 people despite 
a bad storm.

W ith  over 65,000 w orkers 
w a lk ing  the streets and exhaust­
ing  th e ir  unem ploym ent bene­
fits at the rate of 600 a week, 
the p rinc ipa l pressure fo r ca ll­
ing the ra lly  came from  w o rk ­
ers of such p lants as B e ll A ir ­
cra ft, where thousands have 
been la id  off, and the Am erican 
Car and Foundry Corp. where 
an announced shutdown w il l  
id le 600.

The p rinc ipa l speaker at the 
ra lly  was Roy Reuther, an In ­
te rnationa l o ffic ia l of the U nited 
A u to  W orkers, The m ilita n t 
tem per of the meeting was ap­
parent in  the cheers and ap­
plause t h a t  punctuated his 
speech as lie ta lked about the 
d ig n ity  of labor and h it  at 
those who view  the jobless as 
“ surplus labor.”

Declaring that “ unem ploy­
ment is not the problem  of the 
unemployed; i t ’s everyone’s re ­
sponsib ility ,”  the U AW  spokes­
man urged support to the p ro ­
gram on unem ploym ent pu t 
before E isenhower and Congress 
by the A FL-C IO . H is only 
reference, however, to the 
urgent need fo r the shorter 
w ork week w ith o u t a reduction 
in pay was tha t i t  w ould  be 
achieved “ in the not too d istant 
fu tu re .”

A  sour item  at the ra lly  was 
the speeches by local employers

and po litic ians who had been 
inv ited  to partic ipa te  by the 
A F L - C I O  offic ia ldom . The 
M ayor’s Com m ittee on F u ll 
Em ploym ent presented a plan 
to a ttrac t more “ defense con­
tracts”  to the area as a means 
o f resolving the unem ploym ent 
crisis.

Governor R ockefe ller’s new ly  
appointed Indus tria l Commis­
sioner M a rtin  C a t h e r w o o d  
agreed fhe jobless problem  was 
serious bu t said tha t labor w il l  
have to sacrifice i f  defense con­
tracts are to be procured.

Ralph Peo, member of the 
M ayor’s com m ittee and presi­
dent of H oudaille  Industries, an 
o u tfit noted fo r its b ru ta l speed­
up, layoffs and “ incentive”  sys­
tem, asserted th a t indus try  
wasn’t  getting enough produc­
tion  fo r its do lla r and tha t 
there was too much labor s trife  
in  the area. There was unrest 
in the audience at th is  po in t 
and a few  w orkers le ft in  dis­
gust.

A  leaflet d is tribu ted  at the 
ra lly  by the B uffa lo  local of 
the Socialist W orkers P a rty  
ou tlined a program  fo r com­
batting  unem ploym ent by fig h t­
ing fo r the 30-hour week at 40- 
hours pay; a debt m ora torium  
fo r the jobless; unem ploym ent 
compensation fo r the to ta l 
period out of w o rk ; and other 
related demands. The leaflet 
was w e ll received and many 
favorable comments were made 
on it.

Eastwick Homeowners 
Battle Eviction Plans

P H IL A D E L P H IA , Jan. 25 — Residents of Eastw ick 
have banded together in  a stubborn figh t against eviction 
from  th e ir homes and property. Some 2,500 fam ilies, m ain­
ly  Negro w orkers and pension-*---------------------------------------------------
ers, are involved.

The C ity  P lanning Commis­
sion began reconverting East- 
w ick  in to  an a ll-w h ite  area in 
1950. They claimed that the 
homes were unsafe, unsanitary, 
inadequate, overcrowded and 
that 24% of the dw ellings had 
no priva te  bath (according to 
the 1940 census).

On New Y ear’s Eve e ight of 
the p roperty  owners got checks 
fo r th e ir condemned homes 
am ounting to $63,750. The la rg ­
est check was $11,850 w h ich  is 
short of the $14,000 needed fo r 
an average new home. Four of 
the e ight received approxim ate­
ly  $6,000.

Last year the com m unity  
elected a com m ittee o f th ir ty  
to represent them at meetings 
w ith  the Developm ent A u th o r­
ity . The Philadelphia Indepen-
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dent on Jan. 10 reports that 
w h ile  the A u th o r ity  was assur­
ing  fa ir  treatm ent fo r everyone, 
they secretly made a survey to 
determ ine “ how much Negro 
housing w ould be feasible in 
p roportion  to w h ite  housing.”

The people of Eastw ick are 
not opposed to redevelopment. 
They w an t better liv in g  condi­
tions. B u t they know  tha t the 
proposed new conditions are not 
meant fo r them. They are being 
d iscrim inated out o f t h e i r  
homes.

No provisions are being made 
fo r pensioners. Take the case of 
Rev. C. C. W illiam s, 88 years 
old, and his 78-year-old w ife  
who live  on $45 a month Social 
Security. They charge the A u ­
th o r ity  w ith  fo rc ing  them to 
pay $50 a month re n t on the 
home they paid fo r 36 years 
ago.

They refuse to sign a w a ive r 
w h ich  w ould  pe rm it them to 
stay re n t free in  th e ir home 
u n til the A u th o r ity  tears it 
down. They are demanding 
$7,500 fo r  th e ir house in  order 
to buy something equivalent 
bu t the A u th o r ity  is offering 
them on ly  $1,000.

The Eastw ick C itizens Com­
m ittee  called three mass meet­
ings last m onth to discuss the 
projected evictions. These were 
attended by 800 to 1,200 people. 
C ity  offic ia ls who spoke have 
done noth ing, however, but 
hand out soft soap.

A t one of the ra llies, Francis 
J Bradley, a member o f the 
Com m ittee and a business agent 
o f Local 107, U nited E lectrica l 
Workers, voiced the general 
sentim ent when he declared: “ I f  
we can’t get the abandonment 
of th is program, w e’l l  get the 
po litic ians in  the LD ilw orth ] ad­
m in is tra tion  damned fo rever.”

Penna. Suffers Sharp 
Rise in Unemployment

The num ber of uiremptoycd w orkers in  Pennsylvania 
rose sharply du ring  January to a peak of over one-half 
m illio n  according to reports in  the P ittsbu rgh  Press.

In  the week ending Jan. 2 ,*
the Bureau o f Em ploym ent Se­
c u rity  reported continued claims 
fo r unem ploym ent compensa­
tion  had reached 275,603 from  
219,133 and claims by new ly  
unemployed rose from  52,121 to 
57,412.

Continued claims fo r jobless 
pay in the week ended Jan. 9 
rose from  339,463 to 403,799 and 
new claims fo r compensation 
were up 22% to 69,953; claims 
under the federal emergency 
program fo r w orkers whose 
e lig ib ility  fo r state benefits has 
been exhausted w ent from  5,- 
379 to 6,262. The reported to ta l 
has thus reached 480,014. Under 
the sta tistica l procedures now 
used many tens of thousands of 
jobless rem ain unreported.

W illia m  L. B att, Jr., Pennsyl­
vania secretary of Labor and 
Industry, said “ unem ploym ent 
swept across the construction, 
apparel, tex tile , trade, service, 
stone, clay, glass, non-electrical 
m achinery and transporta tion 
industries.”  (P ittsburgh  Press, 
Jan. 17.)

W hat is happening to the l i v ­
ing standards of the jobless is 
graph ica lly  illus tra ted  by a re ­
po rt of Donald C. Reidel, super­
v isor of the P ittsburgh  Surplus 
Food Program , who said tha t 
last M ay 16.000 fam ilies were 
receiving surplus supplies w h ile  
by Jan. 8, 1959, the num ber to ­
taled 30,000 fam ilies or close to
70,000 persons.

In  the absence of a trade- 
union program of struggle for 
the 30-hour week with no re­
duction in pay, workers are 
forced to choose between two 
evils: Various share-the-work 
schemes, or, total layoff for one 
group of workers with those 
remaining on the job working 
long hours under speed-up con­
ditions.

Even the share - the - w o rk  
schemes do not prevent to ta l 
unem ploym ent in many in ­
stances. A t the East P ittsburgh 
Westinghouse P lant, fo r ex­
ample, 6,500 men have been 
w ork ing  three or fo u r days a 
week on a share-the-w ork “ fu r ­
lough”  system. Yet 2,300 w o rk ­
ers are com pletely la id  off.

A t a meeting of the p la n t’s 
Local 601, In te rna tiona l Union 
of E lectrica l W orkers (IUE) 
3,500 members voted unan im ­
ously Jan. 11 to request the 
company to continue its share- 
the -w ork  plan. P lan t manage­
ment had notified the union 
Jan. 9 tha t i t  wanted to end 
the fu rlough  system because 
some w orkers have been com­
p la in ing  th a t they are being 
cut out of w ork.

Local President Paul C ar­
michael said tha t nobody had 
complained to h im  du ring  the 
three months the plan has been 
operating. This ha rd ly  explains 
how the 2,300 members of the 
local who are la id  off feel about 
the m atter. N o r does i t  expla in 
how  the 6,500 w orkers are get­
ting  by on the pay fo r three or 
fo u r days of w ork.

The East P ittsburgh W esting- 
house w orkers ’ problem  is ty ­
p ica l of tha t faced by m illions  
o f unionists th roughout the 
country. That is w hy there is 
grow ing in terest in the demand 
fo r a 30-hour week w ith  no re ­
duction in pay as a concrete 
step to solve the unem ploym ent 
problem.

Calendar 
Of Events

D ETR O IT
Friday  N igh t Socialist Forum  

inv ites you to meet and hear 
Dr. Annette  T. Rubinstein, who 
w il l  speak on “ Perspectives fo r 
Independent - Socialist P o litica l 
A ction Today.”  F ri., Feb. 6, 8 
p.m. 3737 W oodward.

CHICAGO
Sergi E isenstein’s “ Ten Days 

Tha t Shook the W orld .”  A lso 
Don Bas coal m iners in  “ Rus­
sian B a lle t and Fo lk  Dances.”  
Social a ffa ir fo llow ing . 8:30 p.m., 
Sat., Feb. 14. Donation 90c. 
M ilita n t Labor Forum , 777 W. 
Adams.

New York
The Laura G ray M em oria l 

Com m ittee announces a re ­
c ita l by a distinguished v io ­
lin  and piano duo. W orks 
by V iva ld i, Bach, M ozart 
and Debussy. Sunday, Feb. 
15; 3:30 p.m. 46 West 21st 
St. C on tribu tion  $1.

Dobbs y s . Browder
F a rre ll D o b b s ,  N ational 

Secretary of the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty , w i l l  debate 
Earl B row der, fo rm er Gener­
al Secretary of the Com m un­
ist Party , on the issue of 
M arx ism  in Am erica. The 
debate w il l  be. held F riday, 
Feb. 20, 8 P.M. at Central 
Plaza, Second Avenue and 
S ix th  Street, New Y ork  C ity.
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