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Carolina Negro Community
Fights Racist Persecution

“Equal Justice Under Law” says inscription at top of
Supreme Court Building in Washington. But does it really
mean justice for Allan and Patricia Bradford (above) and
all other Negro children?

Strilce of Airline Mechanics
Wins Substantial Pay Boost

During the past six weeks
some 30,000 airline ground-crew
machinists have battled the na-
tion’s biggest passenger airlines.
They are winning substantial
wage concessions. On Dec. 4,
Trans-World Airlines (TWA)
granted a 44-cent wage increase
over a three-year period to its
6,700 mechanics following a
two-week sirike that grounded
all its planes.

On Nov. 22, 7,500 mechanics
at Capital Airlines won an in-
crease of 41 cents an hour over
a similar three-year period.
They were on strike for 37
days. Ground-crew wages be-
fore the increase were $2.54 at
Capital and $2.51 at TWA. The
bargaining union at Capital and
TWA is the International As-
sociation of Machinists.

Machinists are still striking
at Eastern Airlines. They are
demanding wage increases sim-
jlar to those at Capital and
TWA. In addition they support
the strike of 550 flight engin-
eers who want wage increases
and employment rule provisions.
At American Airlines, 1,500
pilots want a cut in monthly
flight hours, wage increases and
rule changes. Their strike has

been halted by court injunc-
tion.
At Pan-American Airlines,

the Transport Workers Union

has postponed its strike = of
mechanics under court injunc-
tion. The union demands a cut
in the work week from 40 to
32 without recduction in pay.
Ground-crew wages are curs
rently $2.76 an hour.

The Lake Central Airlines, a
small feeder company in the
Midwest, has been struck since
Nov. 24 by 33 stewardesses for
a 15-cent an hour raise. They
are the first members of the
Air Line Stewards and Stew-
ardesses Association to go on
strike.

The companies have fought
back with hamstringing pro-
visions in the National Railway
Labor Act. American has in-
stituted suit against the pilots
for alleged lost earnings.” Six
airlines (American, United,
Eastern, TWA, Capital and Pan
American) have an agreement
whereby, if one is struck, the
others turn over income from
diverted business.

The airlines now carry the
biggest share of commercial
passenger traffic domestically.
Four companies fly 75% of all
trunk air miles in the country.
Besides air crews and mechan-
ics, the airlines employ upward
of 150,000 workers, some of
whom, like kitchen helpers at
TWA, receive as little as $1.45
an hour.

By John Thayer

The almost incredible story
of how two Negro boys, Han-
over Thompson, aged nine, and
Fuzzy Simpson, aged eight, were
arrested in Monroe, North Car-
olina, because one of them had
been kissed by a white girl
playmate, was reported in this
paper two weeks ago. The Mil-
itant’s story was based on ar-
ticles which had appeared in
the N.Y. Post, which first told
Northern readers of this heart-
less racist vengeance against
children.

Since then the Militant has
uncovered additional details of
the case.

HALF-HOUR NOTICE

After the two youngsters had
been held iny the jail for six
days, the mothers were visited
at 4:30 in the afternoon by
policemen who informed them
that their children would be
brought to trial in half an hour
and for them to go to the court-
house. Mrs. Simpson and Mrs.
Evelyn Thompson immediately
sent word to Robert F. Wil-
liams, local president of the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People.
The mothers succeeded in get-
ting to the courtroom on time
but Mr. Williams, arriving a
few minutes after 5 P.M., found
the doors locked and could not
gain access. Meanwhile the trial
proceeded before Judge J.
Hampton Price. A social work-
er and court personnel were
present. The child “defendants”
and their mothers had no coun-
sel — Mr. Williams, who is a
lawyer, not being allowed in
the courtroom.
‘MIGHT GET OUT AT 21’
~Three warrants were produc-
ed against the two eight and
nine-year-old boys, accusing
them of “molesting and assault
upon a white female.,” They
were found guilty and given
indeterminate sentences' in the
reformatory for Negro boys at
Hoffman, N.C. They were told
that if they proved themselves
worthy there they might be re-
leased before they reached the
age of 21.

The lynching of 14-year-old |

Emmett Till for an alleged
“wolf whistle” at a white wom-
an three years ago brought
home to millions of Americans
the fact that the practitioners
of Jim Crow are capable of the
most brutal acts against Negro
children. But Monroe is in “en-
lightened” North Carolina, not
in the Mississippi delta. And
though it is reported that some
unidentified people threatened
violence against the parents of
the children, it was a judge,
with the approval of a social
worker, who - declared these
children guilty. And this was
done not in a heated lynch mob.
but after a week’s deliberation
and in the calm of a courtroom.

While to minds twisted by
racist hatred this may seem
logical, it can be understood by
unprejudiced people only by
understanding what has been

(Continued on Page 4)

Victims of British Imperialism

Cyprus hospitals were described last October as filled

to overflowing with Cypriotes

rounded up and “questioned”

by British troops. Injured shown above suffer from head
wounds from rifle buits. British are keeping Cyprus in
colonial status against will of majority of Cypriotes who
want to be free to unite with Greece. (See story, page 3.)

British Union Militants
Adopt List of Demands

In the face of a witch hunt by the capitalist press and
intimidation by the right-wing labor bureaucrats, well

over 500 British trade-union

militants, half of them sent

by union locals or shop units,4
held a highly successful rank-
and-file conference in London
on Nov. 16.

After lengthy debate, the con-
ference, which had been called
by the Newsletter, a Marxist
weekly, overwhelmingly adopt-
ed a Charter of Workers’ De-
mands. It calls for (1) a mili-
tant fight against unemploy-
ment; (2) nationalization of ma-
jor industries and their opera-
tion  under workers’ control; (3)
transformation of local branches
of the. Labor Party into cam-
paign centers to aid the unions
in strike -struggles; (4) restor-
ation of trade-union democracy.

.For the month preceding the
conference the British press en-
gaged in a red-baiting campaign
against it, against the Newslet-
ter and its support of strikes,
particularly of the Shell-Mex

Socialist Polls
11,669 in N.J.

Daniel Roberts, Socialist
Workers Party candidate for
U.S. Senator from New Jer-
sey, polled 11,669 votes in
the Nov. 4 election. His vote
led all other minority-party
candidates this year in the
state. Four reactionary can-
didates — Harry Krajewski,
John J. Winberry, Winifred
O. Perry and John D’Addet-
ta — polled 6013, 5481, 3062,
and 3024 votes respectively
for U.S. Senate. Albert A.
Ronis, Socialist Labor Party
candidate for the office, poll-
ed 2936 votes.

construction strike where, with
top union acquiescence, the
bosses had fired ],250 workers
to get rid of the shop stewards.
Headlines and stories pretended
to discover “plots,” “conspira-
cies” and “Red Clubs” about to
take over the union movement
and engage in “outlaw” strikes.
‘NEW SPECTER’

The climate in Fleet Street
(London’s newspaper row) was
well described by Tribune (Nov.
7), organ of the Labor Party
left wing. An article by John
Marullus, entitled “The New
Specter,” begins: “A new spec-
ter is haunting Britain or, at
least, Fleet Street — the spec-
ter of Trotskyism. Open the
newspapers almost any day of
the week and you can read of
the machinations of little groups
of alleged 'Trotskyites, anti-
Stalinites, call them what they
will, who are supposed to exer-
cise a massive influence in the
trade union and Labor Move-
ment.”

The press campaign built up
to a crescendo in the hope of
preventing or spoiling the rank-
and-file conference of unionists
called by the Newsletter for
Nov. 16.

The British Communist Party
joined in the campaign. It for-
bade its members to attend the
conference. It turned out its
full strength at union meetings
to vote against sending dele-
gates. Its press whitewashed the
reprisals of the right-wing labor
bureaucrats against militants as-
sociated with strike struggles
supported by the Newsletter.
The Daily Worker, foi* example,

(Continued on Page 2)

St. Louis, Boston, Denver Complete Fund
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By George Lavan
National Fund Drive Director

Three more areas St.
Louis, Boston and Denver —
have crossed the finish line in
the Militant’s 30th Anniversary
Fund drive. This makes six
which have already fulfilled
their pledges. To be precise,
that should be amended to ful-
filled or overfulfilled. For St.
Louis added an extra dollar to
its . amount pledged and the
Militant supporters in Oakland
just don’t know when to stop.
After having increased their
original pledge from $300 to
$340, the Oakland comrades
have kept on going to this
week’s figure of $442 or 130%.
And a note in the last heavily
laden envelope from them fore-
warns, “More will follow.”

TWO CLOSE TO FINISH

In addition to the finishers,
both Connecticut and Allen-
town, are far down the home
stretch — within 10% or less
of the pledges they have as-
sumed.

Sally Conti of Boston, who
has been quoted previously in
this column, sent the following
letter whose laconic style and
Yankee rectitude made redun-
dant the postmark showing it
was from New England: “En-

closed please find check in
amount of $90 fulfilling our
quota of $450. Comrade Frank-
lin deserves credit for collect-
ing the money, all I did was
mail the checks.”

From San Diego., which join-
ed our scoreboard after the
Fund was three weeks under
way, comes the following mes-
sage: “The comrades here have
asked me to assure you that we
will make our quota and will
get it in before the deadline.”

And from Pittsburgh: “We
have had g lot of illness, but
like all good socialists we may
be down but never out. So
enclosed find money order for
$5.”

From Los Angeles with a
payment of $310 came the fol-
lowing: “I'm sure we will be
able to make our quota on
time.”

From Allentown: came $41
and “I'm sure we'll have this
balance in before the 15th.”

Connecticut, also a latecomer
to the scoreboard by three
weeks, apparently was too
rushed to do any writing —
simply sent in $73. This leaves
only $27 to go.

From Philadelphia a payment
of $58 and “We are going to
try to make it.”

Contributions to the “Gen-
eral” category in the past few
weeks have come from such
places as Outlook, Mont., (two
contributions); Sioux Falls,
South Dakota; Newberg, Ore-
gon; Elma, Washington; Prince
Rupert, British Columbia; as
well as a $5 contribution and a
very interesting letter from a
Militant reader in Georgia/who
said among other things, “There
is nothing I believe in any
more than socialism and I will
be watching the growth of
your fund.”

What is the overall picture?
The Fund has now reached 74%
of the $18,000 goal. From the
date of the present scoreboard
(see page 3) there are 13 more
days to finish on time and in
full. Dec. 15 is our target date.
None of the areas which have
made pledges are in a very
bad way though many are be-
hind schedule. Of the three
which up till Nov. 11 had been
unable to make any payments,
two have already completed
and the other is very close.

So now is the time for all good
socialists to make that extra
effort, to dig deep, to scrape
and sacrifice, and to blow out
the safety valve on our 30th
Anniversary steam gauge.

Representative Gathering Reviews
1958 Socialist Election Policy

By Harry Ring

CLEVELAND, Nov. 30 — The Conference of American Socialists which was held
here yesterday and today was the most broadly representative gathering of socialists
to sit together in one hall in many decades. It convened to discuss the experiences of

socialists in the 1958 elections¢

and to exchange views on the
prospects for the further de-
velopment of wunited socialist
political action with an eye to
the 1960 elections.

Called on the initiative of a
group of Ohio socialists of vary-
ing views, the impetus for the
gathering came in large meas-
ure from the wunited socialist
campaigns in New York, Cali-
fornia, Washington and Chicago.
As proposed in advance by the
Ohio sponsoring committee and
by virtually all national spon-
sors, the conference limited it-
self to a discussion of political
and practical issues. By unani-
mous vote it was agreed to re-
convene no later than one year
from today to decide whether
or not to enter a united social-
ist Presidential ticket in the
1960 elections.

COMMITTEE ELECTED

The steering committee of the
Ohio sponsoring group was es-
tablished as a Committee of
Correspondence to function in
cooperation with the national
sponsors. It has the responsibil-

ity for promoting a continuing,

exchange of views and expei-
iences and, in consultation with
the national sponsors, to estab-
lish the date of the next na-
tional gathering.

Secretary of the Ohio com-
mittee is Eric Reinthaler, a
defendant in the Cleveland
Taft-Hartley “conspiracy” case.
The national sponsors are a
broadly representative body of
independents and spokesmen

Vincent Hallinan, strong
champion of united socialist
electoral action in California,
was guest speaker at public
meeting in connection with
Cleveland Socialist Confer-
ence.

for various socialist tendencies.

The steering committee will
seek further expansion of this
group. '

In terms of numbers, the as-
semblage was modest. One hun-
dred and thirty people register-
ed to participate as delegates or
observers and 110 actually sign-
ed in. A severe storm prevented
a good number from attending.

The political significance of
the gathering was underscored
by the unusual interest paid to

it by all segments of the radi-
cal movement, whether friendly

|
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Basic Socialist
Issues Debated
In Cleveland

or hostile. All of the organized .

groups had been invited to at-
tend, along with unaffiliated
socialists. The Socialist Labor
Party and Socialist Party-So-
cial Democratic Federation
had both publicly rejected the
invitation and denounced the
parley in advance. The Com-
munist Party gave no public
indication of its attitude. Yet
all three parties were repre-
sented at the conference along
with the Socialist Workers
Party which had urged maxi-
mum participation by .all so-
cialists. .

Irving Suall, national secre-
tary of the SP-SDF, was pres-
ent throughout as an observer,
along with Max Shachtman and
Herman Benson, former leaders
of the Independent Socialist
League whose members recent-

ly joined the SP-SDF. The So-:

cialist Labor Party registered
an observer. It also presented
a lengthy statement explaining
why it was not partitipating,

with copies for each deleg&te, 5
and distributed its paper “and

various leaflets and pamphlets.

The Communist Party was
represented by Arnold Johnson
of New York and Sam Kush-
ner, Chicago editor of the
Worker. Explaining that his
participation did not mean en-
dorsement of the conference,
Johnson was a speaker at the

(Continued on Page 2)

French Vote Reinforces
De Gaulle Dictatorship

By Lillian Kiezel
Overwhelming victory of the
Gaullist forces in the recent
elections for the French Na-
tional Assembly means further
consolidation of de Gaulle's
"strong-man’ state. .

The Union of the New Re-
public, organized by Jacques
‘Soustelle and other semi-fascist
figures, has become the largest
party in France with 32.1% of
the total vote and 188 seats in
the Assembly. Soustelle and
other UNR organizers led the
Algerian coup last May that
brought de Gaulle to power.
The Independents (Conserva-
tives) swept along by the right-
ist wave won 132 seats

parties between
swept up all the extreme right-
ists including the Poujade fol-
lowers, who were reduced to
one seat in the Assembly.
DOWN TO 10 SEATS
Although it is the second
largest party with 20% of the
popular vote, the Communist
Party dropped from 144 seats in
the old Assembly to 10 in the
new one. The party lost 20%
of its voting strength and 90%
of its assembly seats since the
1956 elections. Party leader
Jacques Duclos was defeated,
although Maurice Thorez just
barely squeezed into the As-
sembly. The Socialist Party lost
many of its leading deputies
and dropped to 40 seats in the
Assembly from 91 held in 1956.
The Gaullist swe® plus re-
strictions on the Assembly in-
corporated in the constitution
adopted by, referendum last
September, folsters de Gaulle’s
power When he is elected Presi-
dent on Dec, 21, reports the
N.Y. Herald Tribune, “He will
have power to appoint and re-
move Premiers, to dissolve the
Assembly if he deems this
necessary, and in a mnational
emergency, to assume dictator-
ial powers by proclamation.
The Assembly can pass laws

as ||
against 95 in 1956. These two |}
them have|§

|

DE GAULLE

may meet for only five and one
half months of the year.”

Two factors combined to give
the Gaullists their electoral vic-
tory. First, the carefully rigged
majority electoral law which
was employed this year for the
first time since 1936. De Gaulle’s
constitution did away with pro-
portional representation. The
first round called for an abso-
lute majority vote for a candi-
date in his district. Only a
plurality was needed to elect
in the second round (Nov. 30).
Maneuvering and coalitions de-
veloped among the right-wing
groups between the two rounds
which resulted in defeat for the
disunited working class forces.
MIDDLE CLASS SHIFT

Second, and more fundamen-
tal, the middle class and pos-
sibly a section of the workers,
swung behind the party of the
Algerian coup. The middle class
has no program of its own in
modern society. Its tendency in
time of crisis is to join with

the boldest-appearing force. The

only in circumscribed fields and | fact that the working class

leadership — Communist Party
and Social Democratic — pre-

sented no dynamic alternative *

to the rot of the Fourth Re-
public (indeed, were identified
with it to the end) repelled the
middle class. The Algerian
coup and de Gaulle’s taking
power won the middle class for

the time being because of the
aggressiveness of the actions.

The working-class will regain
the support of the middle class
and more politically backward
workers only by struggling on
a clear-cut
including the program of inde-
pendence for Algeria as the
way to end the Algerian war.

The French working class or-
ganizations have been placed
on the defensive by the whole
series of events since de Gaulle
gained power last May. Fur-
thermore, the initiative is with
the capitalist class, now that it
has strengthened its
structure to a considerable ex-
tent. However, the Communist
Party is still the second largest
in France. The Socialist Party
received 15% of the pop=
ular vote. The unions are in=
tact. A basic test of strength
has not yet taken ‘place, al-
though big business will be
pressing ever more vigorously
for the showdown.

Confronting the workers of

France is a life and death
struggle to defend their or-
ganizations and their prior
gains. They need to prepare.
They cannot do it along the
policy of the Communist Party
leadership which looks not to
the independent mobilization
of the workers’ strength but to
class-collaborationist  alliances,
as for instance last May, when
the CP deputies in Parliament
voted emergency powers to
Premier Pflimlin in the hope
of stopping de Gaulle, Success-
ful resistance to the attacks by
the Gaullists would create the
basis for the working class re-
gaining the initiative and pass~
ing over to the offensive.

socialist program

political
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The wide range of

Highlights
Of Cleveland

Conference

socialist viewpoints

in Cleveland

#fas reflected in the publications sent’ for inclusion in the kits
given to each participant. The kits included copies of the Na-

tional Guardian, Worker,

Militant,

Young Socialist, Weekly

People, Monthly Review, American Socialist and International
Socialist Review. There were catalogues from Pioneer Pub-

lishers, Monthly Review Press,

hational Publishers. From Britain,
the Victory for Socialism group.

*

Liberty Book Club and Inter-
there was literature from

*

Some of the delegates were seeking score cards to identify

the different tendencies represented at the conference.

One

such delegate was in a car headed back to New York. He was
dozing in the back seat as the car went through Pennsylvania
but he heard someone remark, “This is Mennonite territory.”
His eyes popped open, and he demanded to know, “Who did

they split from?”
]

*

~ During a dinner conversation, Rev. Joseph P. King, who
ran as United Socialist candidate for Congress in Chicago said
that many Negroes in his district were impressed by the num-
bér of whites collecting signatures to get him on the ballot,
He said they viewed it as a significant demonstration of inter-

racial unity.
®

*

The conference atiracted a good deal of attention from the
Cleveland press, with reporters popping all kinds of questions.
William Price, publicity director for the Independent-Socialist
campaign in New York, stepped into the breach to handle press
relations. One reporter asked if he could explain the 2,000
word statement from the Socialist Labor Party outlining why
it was not participating in the conference. Price referred her
to a settion of the document which said, “Let us get down to
fundamentals: Labor is a commodity.”

*

New York’s Independent-Socialist Party was well repre-
sented at the conference. Besides Price, seven members of the

ISP Administrative Committee

attended. These were John T.

McManus, Dr. Annette Rubinstein, Albert Blumberg, Bert Deck,

. George Stryker, Irving Beinin and Otto Skottedal. At least

four other committee members were prevented from attending

by illness or travel conditions.
*

; The extensive discussion of independent socialist political
action vs. working within the Democratic Party led Sam Kushner,
Chicago editor of the Worker, to declare at one point: “After
iisiening to the debate here I almost get the feeling that I'm
& Democratic precinct committee captain.”

*

McManus drew a good laugh when he commented:

*
‘“You

know the Communist Party is addicted to ‘self-criticism’ and
lately in the Worker I've been the subgect of a good deal of it.”

During a panel presentahon, William F. Warde indicated
how the views of the Socialist Workers Party differed from
those of other tendencies. In the course of his remarks he men-
tioned that the former Independent Socialist League (no rela-
tion 1o the New York Independent-Socialist Party) had given
up its adherence to Leninism and Trotskyism. This was chal-
1 d by Herman Benson, a leader of the former ISL, who

e

pd “That's not true!” The following is from a Sept. 28

nt by the ISL Political Committee printed in Labor
.i on and announcing dissolution of the organization and its
entty into the Socialist Party-Bociak Demdcratic Federation:

“We do not subscribe io any creed known as Leninism or de-
fined as such. We do not subscribe to any creed known as

Trotskyism or defined as such.”

*

*

A very moving part of the public rally was a dramatic pres-
entation by Jerry Gordon and Myron Pershing of excerpts

from speeches by Eugene Debs.

New York Sub-Getters Pace
Militant Subscription Drive

By Karolyn Kerry
Subscription Campaign Director

. Many of our readers and sub-
scribérs are confronted at this

_time of the year with the prob-

fetn of exchanging gifts and
gréetings with their friends
fd relatives. For those who
§nd it hard to choose a gift of
stmg value to fit a limited
udgét, may we suggest: Take

' ‘advantage of our Club Sub-

:bcrlption Plan. For five dollars

6t c¢an buy a book of 6 six-
month subs to the Militant, For

% gift that will be really ap-

EVERY

. dut the best paper

E‘emated at a cost of little
lofé than a fancy greeting
Qm‘a $ou can earn the gratitude
the recipient as well as the
fitant staff and business of-
In this way you make your
bh{istmas giving serve double
uty
‘1t is always gratifying to re-
V8ive from our hard-working
Supporters expressions of ap-
Preciation for the job being
done by our staff. This week,
comrade C.S. writes on behalf
f our Militant supporters
group in the Twin Cities: “You
c¢omrades in the center are do-
‘ffig such a fine job of turning
i in the
country and giving us an in-
§p1ration for an energetic cam-
paign that you deserve far bet-
tér response than you've re-

. ‘ceived up to now.” Thank you

for the compliment and for the
three Twin Cities subs that ac-
companied it.

Speaking of the response to
our sub campaign to date —
the results of the. past two
weeks show a decline over the
average of 50 subs per week
since the beginning of the
campaign. The total for the
two-week period is 72 new sub-
scriptions and renewals. New
York leads the field again with
a total of 19 for the period. Los
Angeles is next with 13. Phila-
delphia and San Francisco are
tied with 8 each and Milwau-
kee, Cleveland, Chicago and
Seattle trail with 6, 5, 4, and 4,
respectively.

Our Philadelphia campaign
director writes: “We had a
mobilization last Sunday and
are planning another this com-
ing Sunday . .. I am thinking
of proposing a two-week ex-
tension because of our late
start.” The proposal for an ex-
tension has been suggested by
other Militant groups and es-
sentially for the same reason.
We are giving serious consider-
ation to this proposal to give
our Militant supporters a little
more time to fulfill their
quotas. Let us know what you
think of the idea.

Name

Five Will Get You Six

$5 will get you six half-year irial subscriptions to

THE MILITANT

Ask your friends to join you in the fight for a socialist
' world. Use this club subscription blank for yourself and
.41 your friends.

Address

City

scription blanks

Send with $5 to The Militant, 116 University Place,
New York 3, N.Y. We will send you six prepaid- sub-

...British Rank-an

(Continued from Page 1)

in its headlines even called
these victims ‘“troublemakers”
as did the capitalist press and
the labor-fakers engaged in
selling out the Shell-Mex strike.
The Stalinist journal World
News carried a series of articles
replete with fake and doctored
“quotations” from the Newslet-
ter to “prove” the reactionary
character of Trotskyism and to
persuade its readers to boycott
the conference.

REPRESENT 38,000

Despite all these efforts, dele-
gates representing 37,752 or-
ganized workers attended the
conference while several hun-
dred others present as individ-
uals or observers would have
been official delegates had it
not been for the bans and pro-
scriptions put on attendance by
their top union officials. None-
theless the conference attend-
ance was highly representative
of British labor. There were
miners, longshoremen, construc-
tion workers, electrical workers,
railwaymen, bus men, auto
workers, seamen, etc. They came
from Wales, Scotland — sacri-
ficing half a day’s pay — from
Birmingham, Coveniry, Leeds,
Liverpool, Manchester and Shef-
field. There were colored and
colonial workers employed in
Britain, Thirty members of the
Communist Party attended.

The attitude of these militants
toward the conference was ex-
plained thus by one delegate,
Lawrence Daly, a coal miner
from Glencraig, who said: I
am an ex-member of the Com-
munist Party. But the comrade
with me is a member of the
Communist Party and he has
come despite Dennis Goodwin’s
articles in World News. This is

not to say that he agrees withl
and disagrees

the Newsletter
with World News. But if we can
get unity in action despite dif-
ferences .in pohtlcal ideas we

d-File Conference

A Charter of Workers' Demands

The following are excerpts from the Charter
of Workers’ Demands as amended and adopted
by the National Indusirial Rank-and-File Con-
ference called by the Newsletter in Holborn
Hall, London, Nov. 16:

. . Half a million are idle in this country
at this moment. And many of the machines that
should be enriching the lives of all of us are
idle too. There are a million families whose
breadwinner is either out of a job or on short
time. Millions more are seriously worried about
the danger that soon they also will be out of
work. The unemployment figure is rising by
30,000 a month and share [stock] values are
rising too.

In our opinion the time to fight unemploy-
ment is now, while the greater part of our class
is still in the factories. We must fight unem-
ployment before it grows any more — above
all by refusing to the employer the right to hire
and fire at will.

DEMANDS

We demand: (1) the sharing of all available
work without loss of pay.

(2) Solidarity action with all sections re-
sisting sackings [firings].

(3) A national protest campaign led by the
Trades Union Congress and the Labor Party, in-
cluding a one-day national stoppage against un-
employment.

(4) No discrimination against colored workers.

(5) Solidarity between unemployed workers
and those in work to prevent the use of unem-
ployed men as blacklegs [strikebreakers].

(6) Protection of shop stewards: all strikes
against victimization to receive the full back-
ing of the union concerned.

for the 40-hour week and less hours, without loss
of pay, to reduce the growing unemployment.
[The 44-hour week is prevalent in Britain].

. The root cause of unemployment lies in
the prlvate ownership for private profit of the
means of production. To remove an ihdustry
from the incompetent and greedy hands of
profiteers is the way to ensure job§ and decent
living standards for the men who work in it.
. The nationalization we envisage is na-
tionalization under workers’ control.

We demand: (1) The nationalization by the
next Labor government of the engineering, ship-
building, building and textile industries and of
the land of big landowners.

(2) No compensation to the former owners
of these industries.

(3) No representatives of big business to
have a say in the running of these industries.

(4) Control of these industries to be in the
hands of democratically elected workers’ councils.
PROBLEM OF LABOR PARTY

Another problem we have considered is that
of the Labor Party. We state without heésitation
that the main thing wrong with the Labot Party
is that it lacks a militant socialist ‘policy, and,
that this is largely because it is controlled by a
junta of middle-class Fabians and full-time trade
union officials. The rank and file in the trade
unions and local Labor Parties no longer have
a say in determining the policy of the Party . ..
Only the rank and file can bring the party back
to its original [socialist] purpose and restore
the socialist vision and energy of the pioneers
of our movement.

We appeal to mdustrlal workers: (1) To
ensure that their trade union branchés are fully
represented on local and constituency Labor

"union officials, but their periodical election,  with

socialist policies and for the restoration of
democracy within the party. (3) To make the
local parties campaign centers in the industrial
struggle, that will give the utmost moral and
material help to all workers in dispute in their
particular locality. (4) To strive for united action
on agreed policies without discrimination while
freely and openly thrashing out differences where
these exist. (6) To recognize that the Labor Party
was created by the trade unions and is founded
upon them, and that major political questions
should be regularly discussed in trade union
branches.

TRADE-UNION DEMOCRACY

Last but not least, we have considered the
problem of the trade unions. For many years the
control of the unions has been passing into the
hands of the full-time paid officials. In many
unions these officials have in practice replaced
the elected officials . . . We arg firmly opposed
to the creation of new trade unions or of any
sort of ‘breakaway’ organizations whatever. We
believe, on the contrary, that the rank and file
have the power, and the responsibility, to re-
store trade unioh democracy, so that the unions
can be better equipped to defend their mem-
bers. . . .

We demand: (1) No appointment of trade
the right of recall. (2) Salaries, expenses and
delegation fees of union officials to be determined
by the average wages of the members of that
union. . . . (4) Annual policy-making conferences
of the rank and file in all unions. . . . (6) Fullest
consultation with the membership in formulating,
presenting and fighting for demands, and in the
acceptance of settlements. . . . (9) A vigorous
campaign for 100% trade unionism to seal up

(7) A campaign for a real determined fight

Parties.

(2) To fight for the adoption -of militant

all gaps in organization, . . .

shall be starting to get things
moving very rapidly indeed.”
TWO POINTS ON AGENDA

The editorial board of the
Newsletter submitted to the as-

‘'semblage a draft charter of

workers’ demands. This had
been printed and publicized be-
fore the conference. Amend-
ments proposed by the dele-
gates were mimeographed and
distributed to all present and

discussed in the debate. There
were two main points on the
agenda: (1) How to fight the
employers; the role of the shop
stewards’ movement and rank-
and-file organization; (2) Unem-
ployment and the color bar
(discrimination).

The conference began at 10
A.M. with a welcoming address
by Peter Fryer, founder of the
Newsletter. Thereupon Brian
Behan, construction worker and

member of the Newsletter’s ed-

itorial board, recently expelled

from the Building Trades Work-
ers union for his association
with the Newsletter, presented
the Charter of Workers’ De-
mands. The remainder of the
one-day conference was given
over to discussion from the
floor. Of seven amendmenis
moved from the floor the con-
ference adopted five as well as
an addendum. There were 22

‘thoritative spokesman,

speakers in the debates. Finally
the amended Charter of Work-
ers’ Demands was accepted
with but two votes against and
less than a dozen abstentions,
British capitalism’s most au-
the
Times, headed its account “Left-
wing Meeting Well Attended—
Demand for ‘Militant Socialist
‘Policies’ ” and reported the hall
“comfortably filled by “a not-
able array of militants who

have preached their doctrines
to some purpose in several un-
official strikes.” Another article
pointed out that the conference
had “brought together a.num-
ber of experienced unofficial
strike leaders” and that the
Communist Party leaders had
shown their ‘“annoyance and
anxiety” with this development.
Then hopefully the Times ques-
tioned whether

could “cohere for long.”

... Socialist Election Policy Debated in Cleveland

(Continued from Page 1)

opening panel on socialist and
labor independent political ac-
tion. Kushner presented the CP
stand in the panel, “Where Do
We Go from Here?” On the
basis of the floor debate, I
would estimate that perhaps a
dozen other members or.- sup-
porters of the CP participated
in the conference.

A tabulation of 82 of the 110
present showed representation
from 13 states. A minimum of
30 active unionists were present,
including a half dozen or more
local or international officials.
There were at least 14 students,
two of them in high school.
They included members of so-
cialist clubs at the University
of Wisconsin, Oberlin, Univer-
sity of Chicago, Wayne Univer-
sity and Western Reserve.
COMPLETE SPECTRUM

Political opinion ranged from
Christian Socialism to the ultra-
leftism of the late Hugo Oeh-
ler’s Revolutionary  Workers
League. (Oehler’s group dissolv-
ed several years ago but one
participant presented himself
as a member of its national
committee.) .

The principal issue in debate
was independent political ac-
tion as opposed to working in
the Democratic Party and sup-
porting its slates. The great
majority of the conference fav-
ored independent socialist po-
litical action.

The strength of the sentiment
for independent socialist action
was reflected in the Commu-
nist Party spokesmen using a
defensive line of argumentation
for their policy of working
within and supporting the Dem-
ocratic Party. Throughout, John-
son, Kushner and others insist-
ed that their party had no il-
lusions as to the possibility of
capturing or changing the Dem-
ocratic Party. Their sole con-
cern, they said, was to get into
the Democratic Party in order
to lead workers out of it. Vir-
tually every argument for the
Democratic Party line was
couched in the most militant,
left-wing way possible, consid-
ering the class-collaborationist
nature of the policy.

Johnson and Kushner’s argu-
mentation bore little relation to
the reality of the CP line, Its
policy is not merely “going in-
to the Democratic Party to take
the workers out.” Nationally
and locally in 1958, the CP
stumped for the Big Business
candidates of the Democratic
Party. In New York, it thor-
oughly discredited itself among
radicals by supporting the cold-
warrior Harriman and levelling
its main fire agfinst the Inde-
pendent-Socialists who present-
ed a socialist anti-war alterna-
tive to both Harriman and
Rockefeller.

While the debate made clear
that the pro-Democratic party
position was a distinet minority,
it was also apparent that there
were two differing approaches
prevalent among those opposed
to working within the Demo-

liberties

cratic party. One view, gener-
ally associated with the Social-
ist Workers Party, is that if
socialists are to build their own
movement they should not sup-
pert candidates of either capi-
talist party at any time. The
second view, generally associat-
ed with the National Guardian,

1is that while socialists should

oppose the two major parties
they should not rule out on
principle the possibility of sup-
porting one or more candidates
of these parties.

On the basis of the floor dis-
cussion and conversations with
delegates, I would estimate that
a majority of the independent
socialists at the conference pres-
ently support the viewpoint
that socialist political action
should not eliminate support to
Democratic or Republican can-
didates where the situation is
deemed to warrant it. This ap-
proach, however, is a far cry
from the CP line, for it sees
independent socialist political
action as the primary task. (See
editorial, page three.)

SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY

The second important issue
on which there were divergent
views expressed was that of
socialism and democracy, par-
ticularly as it relates to the at-
titude of socialists toward the
Soviet: regime. Here it can be
said that four differing stands
were represented.

The primary function of the
SP-SDF observers at the con-
ference was to try to exploit

this issue for red-baiting pur-|

poses. For them the crimes of
the XKhrushchev bureaucracy
are a convenient pretext for
support of Western imperialism
in its drive against the Soviet
Union. Their “tactic” in rela-
tion to the conference was the
introduction of a resolution
based on their essential line
which they assumed would be
defeated, thus affording them a
further opportunity to smear
the conference participants as
supporters of “totalitarianism.”
Since the conference had agreed
in advance to limit itself to an
exchange of views, the SP-SDF
resolution, along with others,
was distributed "to the partici-
pants with none put to a vote.

The other side of the SP-
SDF coin, the official CP posi-
tion, was given by Arnold John-
son who tried to establish that
anyone who expressed concern
for workers democracy or civil
in the Soviet Union
was, by that fact, in the anti-
Soviet camp or on the way
there.

An SWP spokesman advanc-
ed the position that socialists
should fully support the move-
ment of the Soviet workers for
socialist democracy but should
also vigorously combat the ef-
forts of the capitalist powers to
exploit this issue for their
counter-revolutionary aims.

Among the independents,
many recognize the need for
reforms in the Soviet Union but
feel that the present general

Socialist Candidates in ’58

Rev. Joseph P. ng. who ran as United Sog¢ialist can-.
didate for Congress in Chicago, and Dr. . Annette T. Hubih-
stein, Independent-Socialist Party candidate fotr Lieutenant-
Governor of New York. Both participated in Cléveland
Conference.

process of development is in
the right direction.

While there were differences
over the lack of socialist dem-
ocracy in the Soviet Union,
there was no dearth of socialist
democracy at the conference it-
self. All viewpoints were heard
in an orderly, fraternal atmos-
phere. As John T. McManus
quipped, even the observers of
the observers got the floor.

The principle of non-exclu-
sion was clearly established at
this n#&tional gathering as it had
been at the New York Inde-
pendent - Socialist conference
last June. The old CP edict,
often successfully enforced,
against the inclusion of the
SWP in gatherings of socialists
was laid to its final rest in
Cleveland.

One delegate from New York
recounting her experience in
the ISP campaign, described
how after long years of preju-
dice she had learned by experi-
ence that she could work with
and respect the members of the
SWP.

A leading figure from one of
the student socialist clubs de-
clared, “I absorbed a lot of
stereotypes, perhaps from my
family. One thing this confer-
ence made me realize is that
there are socialists of other
views that I can discuss with.
It came as a surprise, but it’s
so.”

Referring to the role of the
SWP members in the ISP cam-
paign, Annette Rubinstein said,
“If some of us had been offered
a Militant three or four years
ago we would have recoiled as
if it were a snake. But we
found them honest people, with
integrity and capable of work-
ing loyally together.”

At the same time when one
participant castigated the Com-
munist Party as representing
“red facism,” a union official
with no sympathy for the pol-

icies of the CP rose on a point
of order, pointing out that
name-calling had no place at a
socialist conference devoted to-
the exchange of ideas. He was
immediately upheld by chair-
man Eric Reinthaler and vig-
orously applauded by the entire
gathering.

PANEL DISCUSSIONS

The day and a half of discus-
sion was organized  into four
consecutive panels, with repre-
sentatives of different view-
points making ten minute pre-
sentations' followed by discus-
sion from the floor.

The opening session was de-
voted to “Electoral Activity and
Advancing Labor’s Independent
Political Action.” Dr. Holland
Roberts, who polled 400,000
votes as a united socialist nom-
inee for California Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction, said
the Independent Voters of Cali-
fornia with which he is now
associated, had decided that as
independents “we could serve
the people better than as a so-
cialist organization.”

Vincent Hallinan, chairman
of the newly-formed California
United Socialist Political Action
Committee, saw the Democratic
Party’s sweep as impeding the
civil rights fight because the
Democrats would now seek to
hold onto its Dixiecrat wing for
1960. He strongly urged contin-
uation of united socialist ef-
forts.

Rev. Joseph P. King describ-
ed his campaign as United So-
cialist candidate for Congress
in Chicago’s Second District.
He rapped those “people I work-
ed with for 25 years who de-
nounced me for opposing a
party that lynches my people.”
He said, “I will work with any
socialist group that wants to
fight the parties that oppress
my people and the workers. We
will never have anything as

‘'ocratic victory as

long as we have Republicans

‘and Democrats.”

* Arnold Johnson saw the Dem-
“a mandate
for labor’s rights” and asserted
that many socialists have ne-
glected developments in the
Democratic party and “this has
isolated them.”
party would continue to try to
work within the Dé&Mmocratic
Party.
'SOCIALIST OBJECTIVE’

- Reviewing the Independent-
Socialist campaign in New
York, John T. McManus said,
“What was needed to distingu-
ish the
effort was a socialist objective.”
He urged efforts for reform of
stringent nominating require-
ments in various states as es-
sential to an effective national
united socialist campaign.

Richard Tussey, an organizer
for. the Mechanics Educational
Society in Ohio, described la-
bor’s highly effective indepen-
dent campaign for the defeat of
the . “Right-to-Work” proposi-
tion. He said that Ohio labor
learned from this fight that it
didn’t hfive to depend on the
Republicans and Democrats to
win its demands and described
current activity to build rank-
and-file support for the forma-
tion of a labor party.

_The .panel on Civil Liberties
and civil rights was moderated
by the noted author and civil
liberties fighter, Harvey O’Con-
nor. Speakers were Perry Cart-
wright of the Southern News-
letter, Stephen Grattan of the
American Forum for Socialist
Education, Sam Pollock of the
Amalgamated Meat Cutters Un-
ion and Jean Simon of the
‘SWP. All were in agreement
with O’Connor’s proposition that
socialists have the special re-

He said -his:

independent political !

sponsibility of going beyond
the defense of the rights of in-
dividuals to the rights of groups
and classes. Both Grattan and
Jean Simon stressed that social-
icts should support civil liber-
ties in all countries including
the USSR.

The panel on economics and
peace was chaired by Professor
Oliver Loud of Antioch. Panel-
ists were a professor of theo-
retical physics, Harry Kelber,
author of “Recessions and How
to Prevent Them,” and Harry
Ring of the SWP. All opposed
the cold war and stressed the
link between socialism and en-
during peace and prosperity.

Speakers at the final panel on
“Where Do We Go From Here”
were Dr. Annette T. Rubinstein;
a young socialist and union or-
ganizer; Sam Kushner of the
CP and William F. Warde of
the SWP. All except Kushner
stressed the need for the con-
tinued development of united
socialist political action, with
Annette Rubinstein stating her
reservation about
such action a matter of princi-
ple in all situations.

All of the panels were fol-
lowed by vigorous floor dis-
cussion of just about every is-
sue being debated in the social-
ist movement.

Toward the end of the discus-
sion George Stryker of New
York expressed -disagreement
with various policies of the In-
dependent-Socialists. He appear-
ed to have little support for his
particular position but he spoke
for a lot of people when he
paid tribute to the late Clifford

“T. McAvoy as a man who had

contributed greatly to the move-
ment for united socialist action
which took a new step forward
at this conference.
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Hungary and the Cold War

; On Oct. 23, 1956, the Hungarian rev-
olution began. Even after the Soviet
troops crushed armed resistance to bu-
reaucratic despotism, the workers persist-
ed in their fight. Their heroic general
strike lasted into the middle of December.

What were the aims of this great
working class struggle? To open the door
to capitalist restoration and U.S. imper-
ialist control, say the Stalinist bureau-
crats. “Liberation from Communism,”
say the State Department propagandists,
implying that the Hungarians wished to
line up with the U.S.-sponsored “Free
World.” Both sides slander the revolution.
Nicolas Krasso’s article printed on this page
is a reminder that the Hungarian masses
fought above all for themselves. They
wished to retain the established property
forms, institute workers’ democracy, and
end Red Army occupation. They wanted
the right to determine their own fate as
a nation.

As readers of the Militant know, we
don’t place the blame for the cold war
equally on both camps. In fact we believe
that the cold war was instigated by
American Big Business as preparation for
its plans of regaining the Soviet Union
and China for capitalist exploitation.
These plans are the true source of the
danger of the outbreak of World War III.

We consequently oppose Wall Street’s
military alliance systems — NATO,
SEATO, :Baghdad Pact (now without
Baghdad), etc. We also oppose the posting
of U.S. troops in nearly 950 military bases
in 73 foreign countries. We demand that
the- military treaties be scrapped and
American troops be brought back home.

While we do not share many of
Krasso’s conclusions, we uphold the right
of East European nations to pull out of
the Warsaw pact as is championed in
Krasso’s article. The truth is that the
Soviet bureaucracy with its tyrannical
methods of rule in defense of its economic
privileges is incapable of rallying the
East European working people for the
struggle to repel American imperialism.

What the working people in Eastern
Europe need above all is the chance to
rule themselves and to determine on the
basis of their own experience what the
fundamental issues are in the cold war
and what constitutes the best program for
the promotion of socialism and of world
peace. The result, as Krasso indicates,
would be pleasing to neither Washington
nor to the Soviet bureaucracy. It would,
however, advance the cause of the inter-
national working class and of world
socialism.

The Cleveland Conference

The Conference of American Social-
ists in Cleveland showed that the senti-
ment in the radical movement which led
to the Independent-Socialist campaign in
New York is not a localized phenomenon.
At the national gathering in Cleveland,
the Communist Party’s policy of counter-
posing support of the Democratic Party to
independent socialist action won no back-
ing. The great majority of the unaffiliated
socialists at the conference firmly oppos-
ed the CP’s “coalition” line. Opponents of
that line included many who had prev-
iously gone along with it or who saw no
effective alternative to it.
~ But those at Cleveland who favored
united socialist opposition to the capitalist
parties also differed among themselves.
(See conference report, page one.) Social-
ists favoring ' the National Guardian’s
stand believe that no principle bars them
from supporting major party candidates
under specific conditions. They see their
stand as a “flexible” alternative to the
CP’s treacherous “coalition” line and
to what they view as the Socialist
Workers Party’s “rigid,” “doctrinaire” ap-
proach. The SWP holds that socialists
ought never to support capitalist party
candidates.

In practice, supporters of both Guard-
ian and SWP positions collaborated in the
1958 united socialist campaigns, and both
favored continued electoral collaboration
at the Cleveland parley. What is the basis
for their joint action?

At the Cleveland conference, propon-
ents of the National Guardian stand as-
sessed their difference with the SWP on
electoral policy as an “abstraction.” By
this they meant that in New York and
other areas with united socialist cam-
paigns, they saw no choice except social-
ist opposition to the capitalist parties.

Obviously, however, the issue can be
expected to arise in a concrete way in a
future election, and it is useful to begin
discussing now what criteria socialists
should apply in determining whether or
not to support a particular candidate.

The SWP position is shaped by the
belief that a consistent policy of political
class struggle is essential for rebuilding
a socialist movement which has been de-
bilitated in large part by two decades of
class-collaborationist politicss The SWP
furthermore believes that class-struggle
politics are essential if the labor move-
ment is to score new advances.

Acting on these premises, the SWP
helped develop united socialist electoral
efforts, convinced that the experience of
common action could lay the basis. for
further fruitful discussion of all disputed
issues among the participants.

The Cleveland conference showed that
the united socialist campaigns which pre-
ceded it contributed substantially to a
constructive discussion based on mutual
respect. Further discussion will add to the
clarification of the issues involvegi.

RECESSIONS — AND HOW
TO PREVENT THEM, by

we still could not stave off eco-
nomic crises. We kept on being

How to Prevent Recession

will have to establish a system
of democratic adoption of eco-

Harry Kelber. Straight Talk
Pamphlets, - Brooklyn, N.Y.
38 p. 25 cents, : )
Harry Kelber, former editor
of AFL and CIO newspapers,
has written a finée pamphlet on
the cutrent crisis of American
capitalism. He brands as Amer-
ican public enemy No. 1 the
war-depression economy of the
American capitalist system.

With salient facts he proves
that there is a “built-in bust in
every boom.” He points out:
“They [American businessmen]
put the ordinary citizen through
the wringer twice as a
-worker and as a consumer —
and then expected the impos-
sible: that he should still have
sufficient purchasing power to
buy the ever-expanding quan-
tities of goods and services that
industry could produce.”

HARSH REALITIES )
* Overproduction, under.con-
sumption, boom and bust
“these are the harsh realities
of our profit system, Capital-
ism,” says Kelber. He declares
that capitalism holds supreme
and unchangeable’*. . . that not
a wheel turns, not a man works,
not a commodity is bought or
sold. — without profit. or the
expectation of profit.”

The author proves, too, that
the recession “cures” are noth-
ing but quack remedies for a
system that has long outlived
its usefulness.. War spending
which is the most effective
*cure” capitalism has found has
proved impotent: “Even with
the fantastic outlays of World

hit by recessions — under Dem-
ocratic as well as ‘Republican
Administrations.”

In opposition to this out-
moded system, Kelber posés the
historic necessity of Socialism.
He proposes a planned économy
based upon goverhment owner-
ship of all industries.

He cautions correctly that,
in the first period of socialist
transformation, inequalities will
continue to exist. People will
be paid according to their
ability instead of according to
their need.

He believes that this new
system in America would breed
its own share of unscrupulous
and self-serving officials. He
says: “Socialism offers tremen-
dous opportunities for the flow-
ering of freedom and individual
liberty — but it offers no guar-
antees. The people have to take
it from there.” It is at this
point, however, that the pamph-
let needs to say more.
INTERRELATED

First, it should be made
clear that socialism and democ-
racy are interrelated, that one
cannot exist without the other.
Second, it should be stressed
that, although the working peo-
ple cannot expect guarantees,
they are the only force that can
prevent corruption and bur-
eaucracy.

They will need to establish
workers’ control over govern-
ment-owned industries. This
would be exercised through
elected factory committees and
democratically-run unions.

In.
War II and the Cold War — ! addition, the working people'

nomic plans.

Despite shortcomings on the
question of workers’ democracy,
the pamphlet presents an elo-
quent message to all socialist-
minded people as well as reas-
oned arguments for the non-
socialist. Kelber calls for the
establishment of a new party
opposed to Democrats and Re-
publicans and organized to win
the American people to social-
ism, He also urges socialists to
participate in the workers’ mass
movement not only as fightets
on immediate issues but as
propagandists for socialism.

The pamphlet may be ob-
tained from Straight Talk
Pamphlets, P. O. Box 191,
Brooklyn 1, N. Y. ;

— Dorothy Russel

Negroes
On the March

A Frenchman's Report of the
American Negro Struggle

By Daniel Guerin

Negroes on the March is
based on years of painstak-
ing research and first-hand
observation of the American
scene. Translated from the
French edition, it has been
revised by the author to
cover recent events; he has
also written a new introduc-
tion for the American reader.
$2.00—cloth paper—$1.50

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

Hungarian Insurgents Rejected Both Sides

[The following article, re-
printed from the British social-
ist weekly, Tribune, is by
Nicolas Krasso, “who drafted
the proclamzation of the Buda-
pest Workers’ Council during
the November revolution.” The
article appeared in the Oct. 24
Tribune. For our comments, see
editorial this page. — Ed.]

As I cast my mind back to
that tremendous demonstration
in, Budapest on October 23,
1856, I remember that the slo-
gan we shouted most often was
“Soldiers ‘of all countries, go
home!” ‘

The mainspring of the Hun-
garian rising was the insistent
demand of the people for the
neutralization of our country.

More than that — a single
nation set itself the heroic task
of transforming the European
status quo.

We failed. But we showed the
absurdity of the present struc-
ture of world politics,

Not only did the Hungarian
events burst Dulles’ “liberation”
bubble — thinking. men had
never taken that seriously —
but they also convicted the
great powers of being unable,
unprepared and unwilling to
make the slightest effort
solve the problem posed by
Aneurin Bevan in his 1954
speech in Peking: how the
status quo can be peacefully
changed.

RESHAPING FACTS

Two years have passed. The
advertising departments of both
blocs have spent them in fit-
ting the Hungarian revolution
into the cold war mythology.

An outstanding achievement
in the Eastern advertising cam-
paign was the statement put
out by the Hungsarian Ministry

| of Justice, after the execution

of Imre Nagy, that the “treason
of the Nagy faction was crown-
ed by Nagy’s broadcast of No-
vember 4, 1956, in which he
appealed to the Western im-
perialists for open armed in-
tervention.”

Here are his words: “In the
early hours of this morning,
Soviet troops launched an at-
tack against our capital -city
with the obvious intention of
overthrowing the lawful, demo-
cratic Hungarian Government.
Our troops are fighting. The

to}

Budapest workers shown inspecting twé of the Kremlin's
guns they knocked out of action duting the 1956 Hun-
garian revolution. Even after the Kremlin crushed their

military resistance early

in November,

the Hungarian

workers pressed for withdrawal of Soviet occupation troops.
Their nation-wide general strike lasted until mid-December,

1956.

Government is at its post. I
inform the people of the coun-
try and world public opinion of
this.”

Intervention? Only the in-
tervention of a Hungarian
Prime Minister in Hungary’s
internal affairs. The Stalinists

can only reply: “So much the|

worse for the facts.”

But the “anti-Communist”
cold war myth is quite consis-
tent with that of Stalinism.
Both present our revolution as
an aspect of Russo-American
cold war rivalry.

The falsehoods stand little
risk of contradiction, since the
best representatives of Hun-
gary’s intelligentsia have been
murdered like Imre Nagy, im-
prisoned like Tibor Dery, or at
best condemned to silence like
Gyula Illyes.

YOU MUST BELONG!
Both sides dispose of a string

of second-rate intellectuals zll
too ready to echo the “realistic”
words of Kardarist L. Mester-
hazi: “The world is split in
two. You must belong here or
there. Neutrality is a vanishing
transitory state.”

Whether you belong “here”
or ‘“there” matters little.
Dulles or to Suslov, belonging
is what counts. Over there,
Nagy’s words are falsified to
prove he is a. fellow-traveller
of Western Imperialism; over
here, Aneurin . Bevan’s words
are falsified by a pro-Western
emigre to make out that he is
a fellow-traveller of Commu-
nism. “You can’t be neutral” is
a familigr theme; it was the
main plank of Adenauer’s elec-
tiori platform.

How realistic is this “rezl-
ism”? The two. blocs are di-
vided along military demarca-

rtion lines arising from the sec-

To |

ond World War and the Chi-

nese ,and Indo-Chinese civil
wars; they are utterly unna-
tural and engender constant

threat of conflict.
WORDS LOSE MEANING

Politics becomes a parody of
itself. Hungary is “East” and
Formosa is “West.” Soviet tanks
go into battle against Workers’
Councils, while Chiang Kai-
shek i$ a mainstay of democ-
racy.

This is “realism;” peaceful
rchange on the basis of give-
and-take is “idealism.” But is
a lesting solution conceivable
with all of Eurove and Asia
as a permanent Russo-American
garrison?

When Nagy “informed world
public opinion” of the Russian
rintervention, the West confess-
ied its political bankruptcy by
being content to file this in-
formation and use it to play
new variations on the old
theme of anti-Soviet propa-
ganhda.

In November 1956 ‘we organ-
ized the Budapest Workers’
Council. Our object was to
gain time for a peaceful so-
lution.

- Istvan Bibo, Minister of State
in Nagy's Government, called
for “a conference of the great
powers which, in exchange for
sufficient guarantees to the So-
vigt Union, would secure the
freedom and independence of
Hungary.”

This solution would have
satisfied the Hungarian and Po-
lish peoples, yet would not
have altered the balance of
power to Russia’s detriment.

The world politicians were
not interested. Bibo’s words met
a conspiracy of silence in East
and West. He¢ is now in jail.

NEW NOTE

Now the mythology is fading.
Even in America, a new note
is being struck. Voices cre
raised to ask: why not take
Khrushchev at his word when
he proposes mutual troop with-
drawals?

Why must America lay down

notably by putting the problem
of Eastern Europe into the form
of the “liberation” theme, which
make a Russian
tain? .

If the chance for a settle-

refusal cer- greatest

ment was missed in 1956, Why
not seek an atmosphere which
would enable a future crisis to
be fruitfully resolved?

Wouldn’t this at least under-
mine the extreme Stalinists by
making their future appear un-
certain?

Mr. Dean Acheson, replying
to Mr. Kennan in “Foreign Af-

fairs” gives his answer to these

questions.

Suvch  negotiations, he ex-
plains, would set off a chain
reaction, ‘encourage
tendencies in the West,
loosen the NATO structure.

The Stalinists wouldn't be
the only people whose future
would be made uncertain.
COMMON FEARS

Acheson fears that, if one
side lost Czechoslayakia, -Ru-
mania, Bulgaria, or Albania,
the other side might lose Italy,
Belgium, Norway, or Iceland.
Thus he has let out the secret.
The two power centers have a
commtnity of interest.

Both forms of reaction, Stal-
inist and anti-Communist, feed
on international tension. Each
justifies itself by pointing to
the aggressive aims of the
other. Their arguments are
partly designed to externalize
contradictions ¢t home and dis-
credit internal opposition.

The consequences are appal-
ling. Stalinism was born of the
isolation of the Soviet Union in
the 1920’s. Today, American
insistence on keeping China.in
a similar isolation may be pre-

and

paring an immeasurable cdtas- |

trophe.

The Chinese intellectuals who
made such a vigorous and syma-
pathetic response to the Hun-
garian revolution are delivered

by this American policy into
neo-Stalinist terror.
To arrest catastrophe, we

must set against the hslf-con-
scious alliance of Eastern and
Western reaction a fully con-

scious unity of Radical forces.

While the power elites of the
two blocs are preparing to de-
stroy the world under the cover
of empty slogans, the duty of

conditions for Summit talks,lputting foward constructive $o-

lutions falls on us — the Op-
position.
The European Left faces its

tasks. The fate of
mankind may depend on how
we tackle them.
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By C. Christou

NICOSIA, Cyprus — Cyprus
has always been a Greek island.
Since the most ancient times it
has been inhabited by Greeks
who came from the mainland
of Greece and from the shores
of Asia Minor after the end of
the Trojan war. This is groved
by historical monuments and
achaeological findings. The
ruins of Salamis, the relics of
the Theater of Soli and the old
cities of Paphos, Tamsus, Cur-
ium and Alsia prove the Greek
character of the island.

In its long history, Cyprus
came under the domination of
numerous conquerors. These in-
cluded the Persians, the Egyp-
tians under the Ptolemies, the
the Knights of the Temple, the

Plots and Mur

Turks, and finally the British’

again. .
A DISGRACEFUL DEAL

The Turks seized the island
of Cyprus from the Venetians
and held it until 1878, when
they sold it to the British for a
yearly sum of £92000 and in
consideration of Britain's prom-
ise to help Turkey in case of at-
tack by Russia. This disgrace-
ful deal ceased in 1914 when
Britain annexed Cyprus after
the entry of Turkey into the
war on the side of the Ger-
mans and against Britain.

Britain has continued to
hold Cyprus as a colony to this
day against the will of the
Cypriote people and against
the principle of self-determina-
tion for all peoples.

As there is no excuse for
Britain to remain on the island
in view .of the Cypriotes’ per-
sistent demand for the applica-
tion of the principle of self-
determination, Britain, in co-

Romans, Richard of England,

Luizignans  (Portugese), the

Genoese, the Venetians, the
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The History of
American Trotskyism

James P. Cannon, the author, was one of the leaders
of the Communist Party in the United States, and the
founder of American Trotskyism. In the opening chap-
ters he deals with the early days of the Communist
movement in this country. He says, “the men who
founded the American Communist movement and car-
ried it through its first years were indubitably among
the most qualified, talented and able people of their
. while all the bright young men were
making their fortunes, the leaders of the American
Communist Party of all the factions slaved away at
less than mechanic’s wages trying to build a new

Cannon gives a political explanation of the intense
internal conflicts that marked the growth of the young
Communist Party, and takes us through “The First
Days of American Communism,” “The Beginning of the
Left Opposition,” “The Break with the Comintern,” the
expulsion of the original Trotskyist cadre from the
Communist Party in 1928 to the formation of the
Socialist Workers Party in 1938.

For this warm and informal, yet completely objec-
tive, history send $2.75 for a cloth copy, or $2.00 for a

Pioneer Publishers

New York 3. N.Y.

operation with the Turkish gov-
ernment, made plans to repre-
sent Cyprus to the world as a
country torn by communal
strife. The presence of the
British in Cyprus would then
be represented as necessary to
prevent bloodshed.

In truth, there .had never
beén any communal strife. The
Greeks and Turks had always
lived 'in harmony. It is only re-
cently that some of the Turks,
instigated by the Turkish gov-
ernment and by two ring-lead-
ers, have put up a claim for
partitiohing. Cyprus. No. such
claim was ever put forward by
the Turks in the past, when-
ever the Cyprus question was
raised by the Greeks. The par-
tition therefore is a recent in-
vention used by the British as
bugbear ' to intimidate the
Greeks into accepting a con-
stitution without - provision for
the right of self-determination.
NO VALID CLAIM

The Turks have ~never had
any valid claim on Cyprus.
The few thousand Turks now
living ,in Cyprus are descen-
dants ‘of the Turkish conquer-
ors who came to Cyprus in the
15th Century and seized the is-
land from the Venetians. They
form a minority like the Ar-
‘menians, the Maronites and the
Catholics.

Only the Greeks, of all na-

tionalities living on this island,
are original settlers, The others

"are remnants of the conquerors

or of the people that came and
settled as' merchants. Besides,
the Greek population forms the
overwhelming majority of the
population. Because they were
the first settlers and because
they are the great majority, the
Greeks are the only people en-
titled to decide the political fu-
ture of Cyprus. The Turks are

of their religious and' educa-
tional rights, and for this pro-
tection the Greeks have offered
guarantees.

After repeated consultations,
British officials and Turkish
government leaders at Ankara
decided that the Cypriote Turks
should keep crying- for “parti-

start attacking the Greeks so as
to provoke communal strife.
The Greeks repeatedly warned
the Turks to cease their at-
tacks, but the leaders of the
Turkish community did not re-
spond to these warnings.

The Greeks had to form self-
Pdefense groups to ' guard all
houses or other places exposed
to the danger of attack by the

Turks. It often happened that

entitled only to the protection!

tion” of the island and should

ders in Cyprus

"when these defense groups re-
ceived a signal that a place
was attacked by the Turks
they found British soldiers on
hand trying to prevent the
Greeks from giving aid. This
happened so often that it could
not have been coincidence, It
established collusion between
“the British and the Turks and
‘proved the existence of a con-
"spiracy to deny the Greek Cy-
I priotes their rights.

' DIVIDE AND RULE

Divide and rule has long
been a policy of British imper-
ialism. In order that the Bri-
tish might perpetuate their
domination over. Cyprus, they
invented a “Partnership Plan”

Greek government had to with-
draw from the NATO confer-
ence at which the trap was set
for delivering the Cypriotes
into British hands.

M:n’s mind cannot conceive
the tortures to which Cyprus
patriots - are stbjected during
questioning by the police. Bri-
tish constables put lit cigarettes
on their bodies, squeeze their
genitals, compress their heads
by the wuse of planks, and
molest women and girls. When
a .patriot dies as a result of
such ordeals, the British sol-
diers shoot his body and issue
a communique
so-and-so tried to escape, was
called on to stop, and, as he

| which divides the Greek and did not stop, was shot.

Turkish communities and offers
fthe Turks equal rights with
the Greeks in the administra-
tion of the country. One sixth

enjoy equal rights with the re-
maining five sixths. Of course,
the Turkish leaders accepted
the. plan, but the Greeks re-
jected it and are continuing
their struggle for liberation
from British yoke.

The Greek government, being
pro-British and, together with
Turkey, a member of the NATO
alliance, tried to settle the Cy-!
prus question by accepting the'
British plan with some modi-i
fications. However, Archbishop
Makarios and other Cypriote
Greek leaders objected, and the |

f th lati woul h
4 & hapmdtion ould § us"ing of the kind of

The world must learn that no
Greek would ever side with the
British or its Western allies in
any war whatever. Cyprus has
given the world an understand:
“freedom
NATO and the Western powers
are fighting for.
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Kicking the Jobless

BUFFALO, November 30 — Unemploy-
ment in the Western New York
complex continues to hit the 62,000 mark, and
the lives of the 30,000 workers on welfare
grow grimmer. Big Business is setting up
tactics and strategy to protect its interests.
One of its aims is to divert from itself the
wrath of the middle-class taxpayer whose
rates are going up as a.result of the increased

welfare budget.

“Let all the blame fall on the workers,”
they instruct their hireling newspapers. “Tell.
the public that people on welfare are lazy,
immoral chiselers living off the ‘backs of our
industrious citizens. Let’s get tougher with
these people.”” And the hounds of journalism
start baying. On the front page of the BUF-
FALO EVENING NEWS of November 28 there
are four articles attacking workers on welfare.

Pressure is building up for a one-year
residency requirement for workers on welfare.
But who are the guilty ones? The out-of-state
workers who wanted to earn a better living
for their families and now find themselves out
of a job and on relief? Or the corporations
who recruited workers to come to the Buffalo
in Niagara Falls had
offered a $50 government bond to any of the
workers who would bring a man to work in
the plant who remained six months. Now this
plant has moved its Niagara Falls operations.
to Steubenville, Ohio with never a thought
of provision for the hundreds of jobless they

area? One company

left behind.

Whose crime? The migratory farm work-
ers hauled to New York State by the truck-
load to work under barbaric conditions, ruth-
lessly exploited and cheated and left broke
at the end of the harvest season? Or the rich

farmer who exploits them?

A growing “get-tough” trend in welfare
departments fits neatly into Big Business stra-
tegy for this period.. As more and more peo-
ple are forced to turn to welfare aid, the
strain in the budgets grows greater, pressure
grows on supervisors and case workers, and
“social worker”

the sympathetic

gives way increasingly to a hard-boiled atti-
tude.

Said the father of five children, “I've
worked all my life as hard as a man could,
and I'd be working today if someone would
give me a job. Now the welfare sénds us
the check, and after I pay my rent we got
$6 for each one of us to pay light, heat, food,
clothes, carfare, toothpaste and everything else,
and I'm telling you it just doesn’t reach. And
they tell me I'm living off the taxpayers and
make me feel like a dog.”

Facilities for medical treatment are in-
adequate. One hears complaints like this:
“They told me at the clinic I'd have to wait
6 months to get my dental plates,” or “I need
my glasses changed because I get headaches
all the time, but they said at the hospital
they're terribly busy, and there are so many
people ahead of me.”

Big Business hopes that these demoraliz-
ing conditions will drive workers into sub-
standard, non-union jobs, and make of them
a pool of cheap labor, frightened and pliable.

Besides the welfare residency law, cor-
porations are aiming at the passage of a
“work-for-relief” law in Buffalo, Last winter
men receiving welfare aid were forced to
work — without wages — shoveling snow in
Erie county parks. If the men stopped to warm
their hands they were told “Get back to work
or we’ll send you home. And you know what
that means.” They worked with inadequate
boots and gloves, many of them, ill-prepared
to cope with New York State’s savage winter.
If there is work to be done, let the county
create jobs and hire unemployed from the
welfare rolls to fill them and let them pay the
wages paid by the county to its other workers
in comparable jobs.

This attack on the most vulnerable section
of ‘the working class, the unemployed, will
have its’ evil effect on those.of us who are
still employed. There is nothing the employers
like better than groups of desperate men out-
side plant gates as a warning to the men
still inside. Employed and unemployed to-
gether must resist the attempt of the authori-
ties to violate the rights of workers on welfare.
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New York
‘Bazaar

There will be an unusually
wide selection of gift items
at low prices at the Annual
Christmas Bazaar to be held
Saturday, Dec. 13, from noon
on, at 116 University Place,
New York.

A partial selection includes:
hand made leather belts,
jewelry, rope beads, Virgin
Island straw baskets, chil-
dren’s toys and books, wom-
en’s and children’s clothes,
hand made aprons, hats,
steam irons, waffle irons,
‘radios and other appliances,
books, cosmeti;:s, perfumes,
ceramics, men’s clothing and
a special “thrift department.”

(All  books clothbound unless
otherwise stated; if no mailing
price is indicated, it is included in
price of book.)

THE MAN FROM MAIN STREET.
A Sinclair Lewis Reader. Selected
essays and other writings 1904-1950.
Includes writings on literary, labor,
social and political subjects. (Orig-
inally $3.75) $1.00 )
(plus 15¢ mailing charge)
GUILTY MEN 1957 — SUEZ AND
CYPRUS. By Michael Foot and Mer-
vyn Jones. Two of the most talented
journalists of the Labor Party left
wing trace the steps in the imper-
jalist invasion of Egypt and the
repression of the independence move-
ment on Cyprus. (Originally $1.95)
paper covers $1.00 « )
(plus 15c mailing charge)
THE CIRCLE OF GUILT. By Dr.
Frederic Wertham. A noted psychia-
trist examines the life sentence of
a ‘“juvenile delinquent” for murder
and finds poverty and anti-Puerto
Rican prejudice guilty. (originally
$3.00) $1.50 )
(plus 15c mailing charge)
THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF ART.
By ‘Arnold Hauser. A classic work
of Marxist interpretation and rela-
tion of developments and trends in
literature and all the arts to society
and its classes. Illustrated. Paper
covers. 4 volumes. $1.25 per vol.
(plus 10c mailing charge each or
20c for all) )
JEWS AND THE NATIONAL QUES-
TION. By Hyman Levy. The roots
of anti-Jewish acts in the USSR.
Author, long prominent in British
Communist Party, was expelled for
writing it. This Library Book Club
edition includes British CP reply to
levy by R. Palme Dutte. Paper
covers. $1.50 . )
TELL FREEDOM. Memories of
Africa. By Peter Abrahams. A tal-
ented Negro novelist relates the
moving story of his growing up
and emergence into racial and poli-

tical awareness in the Unijon of
South Africa. (Originally $4.00)
$1.00 )

(plus 15¢ mailing charge)
THE L.W.W. By Paul F. Brissenden.
The now classic, long out-of-print,
study of American syndicalism, the
Industrial Workers of the World.
Regular price $7.50. Special to Mil-

itant readers' $5.00 « )
BIG BILL HAYWOOD’S BOOK. An
Autobiography. Long a rare item,

this autobiography of the leader of
the IWW is again in print. $3.50
)

AFFAIR. By Henry David. Another
out-of-print classic again available.
The celebrated frame-up and the
origin of May Day. Regular price
$6.75. Special to Militant readers
$5.50 )

(plus 15¢)
OUT OF THE DEPTHS. By Barron
Z. Beshoar. The most detailed ac-
sount of the Ludlow Massacre in
the Rockefeller-owned coal fields of
Colorado. (originally $3.50) $3.00
)

(plus 15¢)
AMERICAN LABOR STRUGGLES.
By Samuel Yellen. Documented ac-
counts of important strikes in U.S.
history. Paper: $1.95 « )

(plus 15c mailing charge)

THE GREAT TRADITION IN ENG-
LISH LITERATURE: FROM
SHAKESPEARE TO SHAW. By An-
nette T. Rubinstein. A Marxist in-
terpretation of English literature
with selections from the writings of
great authors. 946 pp. List price:
$7.50. Special price $5.00 ( )

(plus 15c¢)

116 University Place

- Korngold. Magnificent biography of

HISTORY OF THE HAYMARKET.
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Holiday Book Bargains

(Use this ad as your order form)

ECONOMIC lN:TERPRETATlON OF
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE U.S.
By Charles Beard. A landmark in
the writing of U.S. history. $.69 ( )
THE ECONOMIC BASIS OF POLI-
TICS by Charles Beard. (paper)
$1.25 (plus 10c) )
THE STRANGE CAREER OF JIM
CROW by C. Vann Woodward (pa-

CHAUCER AND HIS ENGLAND. By
G. G. Coulton. A social study of
the medieval England which forms
the setting of the Canterbury Tales.
Regular price $4.00. Special to Mil-
itant readers $2.98 « )

BLACK RECONSTRUCTION IN
AMERICA. By W. E. B. DuBois. The

monumental work on the subject
from which all subsequent works per) $1.50 (plus 10c) 6 9
have been quarried. 746 pp. (orig- AUTOMATION AND SOCIAL PROG-

RESS by S. Lilley. (Originally $3.75)
$3.25 (plus 15c) )
RUSSIA 20 YEARS AFTER by Vic-
tor Serge. A veteran of the October
Revolution and Stalin's prisons
draws the balance sheet of a revolu-
tion betrayed. (cloth) $3.50 )
THE LONG DUSK by Victor Serge.
A novel. Anti-fascist and anti-Stalin-

inally $6.50) $3.95
(plus 20c)

NEGROES ON THE MARCH. A
Frenchman's Report of the American
Negro Struggle. By Daniel Guerin.
Remarkable study by a French
Marxist. Best work on contemporary
fight of Negro people for equality.

cloth: $1.50 ( ) ist refugees caught in France by

paper: $1.00 ( ) Nazi invasion. The beginnings of re-
sistance movement. (Originally

THADDEUS STEVENS. By Ralph | $2.75) $1.00 (plus 15¢) )

THE COMING OF THE FRENCH
REVOLUTION. By Georges Lefebvre
(paper) $.95 (plus 10c) « )
HUNGARIAN TRAGEDY by Peter
Fryer. The author was Hungarian
correspondent for the London Daily
Worker. Here is the eyewitness story
of the uprising his paper wouldn’t
print. (paper) $1.00 (plus 10c) ( )
THE HAWK AND THE SUN by
Byron Reece. A novel by a South-
erner about a lynching in a small

the great figure of Radical Recon-
struction. (Originally $6.00) $2.00
)

(plus 15¢)

GIANT IN CHAINS by Barrows Dun-
ham. A Marxist account of the
meaning and history of philosophy.
In popular style, not professional
jargon. Intensely interesting and
witty book. (Originally $3.75) $1.50

« )

. town. (Originally $3.00) $1.00 ( )
(plus 15c mailing charge) (plus 15¢)
A GENERAL HISTORY OF SOCIAL- | CASE OF THE LEGLESS VETERAN
ISM AND SOCIAL STRUGGLES. By by James Kutcher. The celebrated
M. Beer. Five volumes bound as two witch-hunt' victim tells his story.
containing: Social Struggles in An- (paper) $.50 )
(plus 15¢)

tiquity; Social Struggles in the Mid-
dle Ages; Social Struggles and
Thought; Social Struggles and So-
cialist Forerunners; Social Struggles
and Modern Socialism. Regular price
$12.50. Special price for Militant
readers $9.95 ()
(plus 25c)

THEODORE WELD, Crusader for
Freedom. By Benj. P. Thomas. Bio-
graphy of important but little known
Abolitionist leader. (Originally $4.25)
$1.00 )
(plus 15¢)
TENDER WARRIORS. The story of
the heroic Negro children of Little

A SHORT HISTORY OF FREE |Rock who breached school segrega-

THOUGHT. By J. M. Robertson. | tion. Told in photographs. (paper)
Regular price $5.00. Special for Mil- | ¢.99 )
itant readers $2.89 ) (plus 15¢)

(plus 15¢)

MILLTOWN. The story of one of

America’s greatest labor struggles—

the IWW-led textile strike in Law-

rence in 1912—told in photographs.

(paper) $.29 « )
(plus 15¢)

ROBERT OWEN OF NEW LANARK.
By Margaret Cole. The life and work
of the successful British industrial-
ist who became a utopian socialist,
putting his ideas into effect first in
his factory mills and model village
in Scotland and later in the famous
Harmony colony in Indiana. (orig-
inally $3.50) $1.50 )
(plus 15¢c mailing charge)

BOOKS BY LEON TROTSKY

TROTSKY’S DIARY IN EXILE:
1935. Just published. $4.00 « )

HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REV-

THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF AMER- | OLUTION. The three volumes in
ICA. By David Shannon. The most | °7€: $10.00 ¢ )
recent history of the American SP | LITERATURE AND REVOLUTION.
from its founding and days of glory | Special price. $1.98 « )

under Debs to its present decline.
(Originally $4.50) $1.95 )
(plus 15c mailing charge)

THE FIRST FIVE YEARS OF THE
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL.
cloth: Vol. 1 $3.50 ( )
cloth: Vol. 2 $3.50
both $6.00 ( )
(paper) Vol. 2 $3.00 ( )

STALIN—An Appraisal of the Man
and His Influence.

cloth: $3.50 ( )

paper: $1.95 ( )

THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL AF-
TER LENIN.'

cloth: ,$4.00 ( )

paper: $2.50 ( )

THE REVOLUTION BETRAYED.
cloth: $3.00 ( )
paper: $2.00 ( )

THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION.
cloth: $3.50 ( )

STALIN'S FRAME-UP SYSTEM
AND THE MOSCOW TRIALS.
paper $1.00 ( )

THE HISTORY OF AMERICAN
TROTSKYISM. By James P. Cannon.
The development of the present So-
cialist Workers Party since its ex-
pulsion from the Communist Party
in 1928 for opposing the growth of
Stalinism.
cloth: $2.75 ( )

paper: $2.00 ( )

THE STRUGGLE FOR A PROLET-
ARIAN PARTY by James P. Cannon.

(cloth) $2.75 (plus 15¢) ( )
(paper) $2.00 (plus 15¢) ( )

THE JEWISH QUESTION — A
MARXIST INTERPRETATION by A.
Leon. Excellent history and analysis.

~(cloth) $1.50 (plus 15¢) ( )
(paper) $1.00 (plus I5¢) ( )

New York, 3, N.Y.

ECLC to Honor
Bill of Rights
Anniversary

The Emergency Civil Liber-
ties Committee will celebrate
the 167th Anniversary of the
Bill of Rights on Dec. 15. The
affair will be at the Hotel New
Yorker, at 8:30 P.M.

The subject of the evening

Liberties in 1959.”

Harvey O’Connor, who re-
cently refused to accept a sub-
pena from the House Un-Amer-

preside. Speakers will be Mrs.
Dorothy Marshall, Chairman,
Los Angeles Citizens Commit-
tee to Preserve American Free-
doms, and Judge Hubert T. De-

person with coffee and dessert;
$25 for a table of ten. For res-
ervations, write to Emergency
Civil Liberties Committee, 421
Seventh Ave., N.Y. Phone OX-
ford 5-2863.

will be “Civil Rights and Civil

ican Activities Committee will

laney. Contribution: $2.50 per

...Monroe Negroes Fight Racists

(Continued from Page 1)
going on in Monroe, N.C., for
the past few years. Then it ap-
pears no less an act of the most
heinous brutality against inno-
cent children but, even worse,
a callous blasting of two chil-
dren’s lives to spite and to in-
timidate the Negro people of
Monroe. 4 \

Several years ago the deter-
mination of the Negro people
to win first-class citizenship
which has been observed re-
cently throughout the whole
South, manifested itself in Mon-
roe. A branch of the NAACP
which had long been dormant
and under timid leadership was
revived by a younger genera-
tion. Outstanding in the new
leadership were Robert F. Wil-
liams, and Dr. A. E. Perry,
president and vice-president re-
spectively of the Union County
NAACP.

LAUNCH CAMPAIGN .

In the summer of 1957 the
Monroe NAACP conducted a
campaign, as branches in the
larger cities of the state were
doing, to secure for Negroes use
of state and municipal recrea-
tion facilities — parks, golf-
courses, swimming pools, etc.—
which they paid taxes to sup-
port. Dr. Perry led a group of
NAACP members in a test-
case attempt to gain access to
the city’s only municipal swim-
ming pool.

Not only were they refused
their legal right of entry, but
they were immediately subject-
ed to threais from the Ku Klux
Klan. In addition to phone calls

| and personal threats of violence

against Dr. Perry, the KKK,
under police escort, staged a
parade through the Negro
neighborhood and fired shots
into houses. ‘

PROTEST TO GOVERNOR

The Negro people further in-
furiated the authorities by re-
fusing to be intimidated. Rob-
ert F. Williams, president of
the Monroe NAACP, sent a
telegram to Eisenhower, stat-
ing: “Racial violence increas-
ing. KKK raided Negro neigh-
borhood Friday night. Eight
racial incidents. Please have
Monroe, N.C., police checked as
possible Klan sympathizers.”

Though Eisenhower did not

New Nation Is Born in Africa

Sekou Toure, third from left, announces birth of Re-
public of Guinea. Toure heads the new government. Last
September, the country voted independence from France.
Guinea and Ghana, a former British crown colony, have
announced plans to federate.

deign to take any action, the
local authorities howled with
rage. In January of this year
Williams sent a protest to Gov-
ernor Hodges protesting a pub-
licly scheduled rally of the
KKK in Monroe. Williams’ tele-
gram read:

“We are in no mood to be
intimidated by ungodly, un-
American Klansmen. The Ne-
gro neighborhood here has
twice been invaded by pistol-
firing, screaming, horn-blowing
and hooded Klansmen escorted
by officers of the law who
showed a wanton disregard for
Article 15 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion which guarantees equal
protection under the law. We
beseech you to use your high
office to avert revival of Klan
action, violence and a meeting
scheduled for Sunday here that
our homes and streets may not
become a possible battleground.
‘“Governor Hodges’ assistant
replied by pooh-poohing the
danger and accusing Williams

"

of "“exaggeration.” However, it
was common knowledge that
Monroe Negroes were prepar-
ing to cdefend themselves. More-
over, two weeks earlier Indians
in Maxton, N.C., had broken
up a Klan rally aimed at intim-
idating them. Either pressure
exerted from the state capitol
or demoralization of the KKK
after its ignominious defeat by
the Indians, or both, caused the
cancellation of the KKK rally.

Dr. Perry’s attempt to de-
segregate the swimming pool
made him a target for the ra-
cists. As a physician he was
particularly vulnerable to a
frame-up. In October 1957, up-
on returning from the State
NAACP convention, he was ar-
rested on charges of having per-
formed an abortion on a white
woman who had signed a state-
ment to that effect. By coinci-
dence or by deliberate: symbol-
ism, the offense was alleged to
have been committed .on Oct.
4—the date of the ‘first Klan

parade during which Dr. Perry’s
house was fired upon.
WHITE PUTS UP BAIL

Perry denied the charges and
told reporters, “this is all part
of continuing efforts to break
me down.” A prominent white
citizen of Monroe posted $7,500
bail for Dr. Perry “to perform
a service for the community.”
He was quickly found guilty
but the State Supreme Court
ordered a second trial, which
is now in process.

Soon after Perry’s indictment
white supremacists presented the
authorities with the following
petition: “We the undersigned
do here and now demand- that
the city and county government
of Monroe, county of Union, in
the state of North Carolina,
with all deliberate speed and
due process of law, order Dr.
A. E. Perry and Robert F. Wil-
liams, both office holders in the
Communist-inspired NAACP to
leave and not return to the
city of Monroe.”

Three North Carolina cities
now have token school inte-
gration. On Oct. 27 Williams
committed the worst crime of
all in the eyes of Monroe’s city
fathers. He formally petitioned
the school board to transfer his
two sons, aged eight and ten,
from the Jim Crow to the white
school. In addition to listing
their qualifications and the in-
adequacies of the Negro school,
Williams’ petition points out
that the white school is much
nearer for his children.

Though there has as yet been
no official reply from the school
board, Williams 'has received
unofficial replies in the form
of a spate of threatening letters.
Typical -is this one from Greens-
boro, N.C., signed with a skull
and crossbones: ‘“They are
gonna come and get Robert
Williams, NAACP, Monroe,
N.C.”

The sentencing of Hanover
Thompson, age nine, and Fuzzy
Simpson, age eight, to reform
school, possibly till they are 21,
may also be considered a quasi-
official answer by the Monroe
authorities to Williams and all
Negroes who want for their
children what the Supreme
Court has said is rightfully
theirs. '

By Henry Gitano

"“gang-busting” activity serves
as facade for its primary func-
tion: the political policing,

frame-ups and dossiers by the
millions, of all thought which
could be dangerous to a crisis-
ridden social order. The true
role of the FBI is to engineer
the witch-hunt.

When Joseph McCarthy was
riding high, the top cop of
America’s aspiring Gestapo, J.
Edgar Hoover, said: “The in-
vestigating committees do a
valuable job . .. I never knew
Senator McCarthy until he
came to the Senate. I've come
to know him well, officially and
personally. I view him as a
friend and believe he so views
me.” McCarthy’s chief counsel,
Roy Cohn boasted: “I have ac-
cess to FBI files when I want
them.”

IN SHEEP'S CLOTHING

How much power the FBI
enjoys was revealed when the
head of America’s secret police
acted as final arbiter in the
dispute over the accusation
made by former Attorney Gen-
eral Brownell that President
Truman knowingly appointed
to office an alleged spy, Harry
Dexter White. Hoover appeared
briefly before a Congressional
Committee; legislators listened
to his words on Nov. 17, ’53 “as
if they were gospel” according
to James Reston in the New
York Times. The power of the

The FBI's highly publicized

through stoolpigeons, perjurers,

presidency had shifted to

Hoover.

Recently, America’s foremost
thought-controller authored —
personally or by proxy— “Mas-
ters of Deceit — The Story of
Communism in America and
How to Fight It.” The book be-
came a best seller. In it this
“master of deceit” promotes a
police state while trying to sell
himself as an outstanding lib-
eral.

In the tradition of Orwell’s
“1984 doublethink” Hoover
states: “Time after time in this
book I have mentioned that
honest dissent should not be
confused with disloyalty. A
man has a right to think as he
wishes . . . Without free thought
our society would decay. Just
because a man’s opinion is un-
popular and represents a min-
ority viewpoint or is different
he is not necessarily disloyal.”
You see, it’s all right to hold
unpopular views. You are not
“necessarily disloyal”— but you
are probably in cahoots with
the “communist underground.”
While demagogically mention-
ing traditional civil liberties,
Hoover gives the warning sig-
nal to sheepishly conform.

“In every conceivable way,
Communists iry to poison our
thinking about the issues of the
day: social reforms, peace,
politics, veterans’, women's and
youth problems. The more peo-
ple they . can influence, the
stronger they will be.” Accord-
ing to Hoover it is dangerous

| Calendar of Epen_ts

CHICAGO
Fri., Dec. 19, 8 P.M. Arne
Swabeck speaks on “Labor
After the Democratic Land-
slide.” Militant Labor Forum.
777 W. Adams.
[ )
DETROIT

Sat., Dec. 13, 6 P.M. Chicken
Dinner to Celebrate the 30th
Anniversary of the Militant.
3737 Woodward. Price $1.25.
Special rates for children and
students.

[ ]
PHILADELPHIA

Militant’s 30th Anniversary
Celebration. Sat.,, Dec. 13. 1303

W. Girard Ave. Hear Daniel

Roberts, Editor, the Militant, on
“The Road to Socialism in
America and the USSR.” Re-
freshments 6:30 P.M., Festive
Baked Ham Dinner, 7:30; Meet-
ing, 9:00; Social evening fol-
lows. For dinner reservations
rall SA 7-2166. Ausp.: Militant
Labor Forum.
[ J
LOS ANGELES

Fri,, Dec. 19, 8:15 P.M. “The
Role of the United Nations in
the World Today.” Speaker:
Theodore Edw ards, Marxist
Writer and Lecturer. Questions
and Discussion. Forum Hall,
1702 E. 4th St.,, Ausp.: Inter-
national Socialist Review.

to think about any vital ques-
tion because this stirengthens
the “godless forces of commun-
ism.” He brands the 1957 peti-
tions to ban further nuclear
tests as the product of a Com-
munist conspiracy and he de-
fames the vast majority of sign-
ers as "“deceived citizens.”

Karl Marx maintained, ac-
cording to our FBI expert on
political theory, that “mere so-
cial reforms strengthen capital-
ism, prolong ‘exploitation,” and
keep the corpse alive. Tear
capitalism down completely.
Use force and violence.” Hoov-
er must be preparing another
Smith Act frame-up to so un-
abashedly falsify what Marx
taught.

THE 'COMMUNIST
UNDERGROUND’

Hoover’s “communist under-
ground” would be unbelievable
in a Grade C thriller. Thus he
describes “tactics employed by
communists to determine if
they are being followed.” “One
party couple registered -at a
motel, then the husband parked
the car several miles away. He
walked back and climbed
through a side window.” Hoov-
er describes a Communist Amer-
ica in the following terms:
“Communists want to control
everything the time your
alarm clock goes off . . . or the
amount of cream in your cof-
fee.”

He contends that the Ameri-
can Communist Party is today
"“a powerful monster endanger-
ing us all.” And this at a time
when the American Communist
Party has dwindled from 80,-
000 members in 1944 o an
anemic ghost of 3,000 The
technique is simple. The CP has
become so isolated that Hoover
can lie about it with impunity.
BEGAN IN 1919

But the top snooper also ex-
ploits for witch-hunting pur-
poses the terrible misdeeds of
the CP. He notes that the CP
sold out the struggle for Negro
equality during World War II.
(Not that Hoover has promoted
it then or since.) And he de-
tails the CP’s bureaucratic and
unprincipled conduct in the
working class movement. All
this he seeks to knead into a
great conspiracy in which the
CP is finally “linked” to “es-
pionage”—and Hoover’s readers
are invited to join the legion
of informers.

Hoover is not an opponent

of Stalin’s crimes against the]ent

| Edgar Hoover, Chief of Thought-Police

grounds for deportation,

working people and against 80-|From the Palmer Red Raids to

cialism. He is a political cop
who lashes out against all who
refuse to be regimented. He be-
gan his career as head of the
newly established General In-
telligence Division in 1919, to
investigate radicals. The GID
infiltrated radical organizations,
hired stoolpigeons and collected
every scrap of gossip for its
files. Within a year there were
more than 450,000 radicals on
Hoover’'s card index. Within
three and a half months of the
GID’s existence its biographers
had completed “ a more or less
complete history of over 60,000
radically-inclined individuals.”

He followed this by organiz-
ing the “Palmer Red Raids” in

which 10,000 were brutally ar-

rested on Jan. 2, 1920. A De-
troit lawyer charged “The space
allotted to those arrested was
not sufficient to even comfort-
ably stand up . . . the aliens
had to sleep on stone floors,
there being no bedding.” The
New York Times reported
Hoover’s attitude on Jan. 27,
1920: “Deportation hearings and
the shipment of the ‘Reds’ from
this country will be pushed
rapidly. Mr. Hoover declared
. . . deportations will not wait
for the conclusion of all the
cases.” Hoover argued with the
Labor Department that if a
man’s name appeared on a
membership list, it was suffici-

his alliance with Joseph Mc-
Carthy, Hoover has ever been
the political gendarme.

Without referring to his own
depredations, Hoover concludes
his book: “The power of bullets,
tanks and repression will bul-
wark tyranny just'so long. Then,
as the Hungarian Freedom
Fighters proved, man’s innate
desire for freedom will flare up
stronger than ever. .. .”

Hoover has the gall to iden-
tify himself with these heroic
revolutionaries. Yet it’s true:
repression can bulwark tyranny
just so long. The United Na-
tions Special Commission on
Hungary reported that one of
the demands in the October
1956 uprising was for the des-
truction of all the “screening”
records so carefully built up by
the Hungarian secret police in
its effort to watch “subversive”
elements. :

In Budapest and other cities,
the Hungarian working people
in revolt broke into the Head-
quarters of the AVH, the secret
political police, and destroyed

files “containing black lists with

information and reports on al-
most every inhabitant of the

country and countless record-

ings of telephone and private

conversations.” Their action was
notice served on thought cops
throughout the entire world.

(First of a series)

Local Directory

BOSTON
Boston Labor Forum, 295 Hunting-
ton Ave., Room 200.
Every Sunday night, round table dis-
cussion, 8 P.M. Room 200.

, BUFFALO
Militant Forum, 831 Main St.
CHICAGO
Socialist Workers Party, 777 W.
Adams, DE 2-9736.
CLEVELAND
Socialist Workers Party 10609 ‘Su-
perior Ave., Room 301, SW 1-1818.
Open Friday nights 7 to 9.
DETROIT
Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood-

ward.
LOS ANGELES
Forum Hall and Modern Book Shop,
1702 E. 4th St. AN 9-4953 or AN 3-
1533. Book Shop open Mon. 7-9 P.M.;
Wed. 8-10 P.M.; Sat. 12.5 P.M.
MILWAUKEE
150 East Juneau Ave.
MINNEAPOLIS
Socialist Workers Party, 322 Hen-

nepin Ave.,, 2nd floor. Open noon to
6 P.M. daily except Sundays.
NEWARK
Newark Labor Forum,
Newark, N.J.
NEW YORK CITY
Militant Labor Forum, 116 Univer-
sity Place, AL 5-7852,
OAKLAND - BERKELEY
P.O. Box 341, Berkeley 1, Calif.
PHILADELPHIA
Militant Labor Forum and Cam-
paign Hdqtrs. Socialist Workers
Party, 1303 W. Girard Ave.
SAN FRANCISCO
The Militant, 1145 Polk St.,, Rm. 4.

Box 361,

Sat. 11 AM. to 3 P.M. Phone PR 6-
7296; if no answer, VA 4.2321.

SEATTLE
655 Main St., MU 2-7139. Library,
bookstore. Classes every Friday eve-
ning at 8 P.M. Open House following

at i0:30 P.M.

ST. LOUIS
kor Information phone, MO 4-7194.
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