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Await Little Rock Decision

Thelma Mothershed, one of the heroic Little Rock stu-
dent fighters for integration, and her mother study a photo-
graph of Eisenhower and Arkansas Gov. Faubus. The Little
Rock studenis are now awaiting a Supreme Court decision

on their future.

Faubus Set to Defy
Gourt on Integration

By George Lavan

With Gov. Faubus of Arkansas openly preparing de-
fiance, and Southern Democratic officials and press issuing
threats, the U.S. Supreme Court on Sept. 11 will resume

its hearing of the Little Rock¢

School Board’s appeal for a
two-and-a-half year suspension
of integration. The Court is ex-
pected to give its verdict with-
in a day or two, for Central
High opens Sept. 15.

PRESSURE

The fulminations of Faubus
and the Southern governors are
having an . obvious effect on
Big Business political and edi-
torial circles in the North. The
aim is to pressure the Court
into a retreat which, for all
practical purposes, would nulli-
fy its school desegregation de-
cision of 1954. Failing this, Fau-
bus and company intend to de-
fy the ruling. They well real-
ize the Court has no enforce-
ment power and that the Eisen-
hower administration has no
liking for integration and will
do the least possible to enforce
a pro-integration court ruling.

On the basis of immunity
last year from federal prosecu-
tion, Faubus is now making

such boasts as this: "I will re-
sist any federal force mterfer-
ing with the affairs of any
school .in my. state.” _
Great pressure is being ex-
erted on the high court. The
racists have made a ' united
front with northern reaction-
aries and witch -hunteis "in
pressing for legislation to:curb
the Court. Attacks on it come
regularly from such bodies  as
the national association of state
judges and state attorneys gen-
eral. Many Big Business news-
papers, magazines and column-
ists in the North have succumb-
ed and are now urging aban-
donment of integration or a
“cooling-off period.” Other pa-
pers, still giving lip-service to
desegregation, display a marked
drop in ardor for it. Between
their lines can be read the
dread of another Little Rock
struggle and their yearning for
“relief” from the violence that
(Continued on Page 4)

Chiang Drags America to
Brink of War with China

Pleas for Jim Wilson
Voiced in 100 Lands

By Gordo

Protests are pouring in
Montgomery, Alabama, dema

n Bailey

from all over the world to
nding that the execution of

Negro handyman, Jimmy Wilson, for an alleged theft of

$1.95, be prevented. Telegrams®—

and letters from over 100
countries have . been received
by Governor Folsom of Ala-
bama. Of over 1,000 letters and
109 telegrams received up to
Sept. 2, only five — from the
U.S. — did not denounce the
savage sentence.

Wilson’s execution was sched-
uled for Sept. 5, but Alabama
spokesmen publicly state that
a brief ‘stay of execution is
virtually automatic. This is be-
cause the State Supreme Court
must first hear an appeal from
Wilson which is still' pending.
Should the court, which has a
session on Sept. 4, rule against
Wilson on that day, it has pro-
mised a delay of execution long
enough to permit Wilson to ap-
peal to the Governor for clem-
ency. Gov. Folsom has declared
he will not act on any appeal
for executive clemency before
the State Supreme Court has
acted.

JIM CROW JUSTICE

A wave of  indignation and
horror at the sentence is surg-
ing around the globe. Executing
a man for theft impresses
Europeans as a throwback to
earlier centuries when people

were hanged for sheep-
stealing and similar petty
crimes. That Alabama has

electrocuted only Negroes for
theft has exposed to the whole
world the Jim Crow nature of
American justice.

In the Hague, Holland, the
Secretary General of the Inter-
national Commission of Jurists,
cabled Gov. Folsom to grant
clemency, pointing to “world
legal concern regarding the
Wilson case.” The Federal Gov-
ernment of the British West
Indies has asked the British
Ambassador in Washington to
protest Wilson’s sentence. The
Daily Gleaner of Jamaica de-
scribes- the Wilson sentence as
a “macabre anachronism.”

In Brazil, 1,800 signed peti-
tions for Wilson’s life. In Brit-

ain, Mrs. Bessie Braddock, a
Labor Party Member of Par-
liament, wired U.S. Ambassa-
dor Whitney that Wilson’s exe-
cution would “outrage the civil-
ized world and weaken NATO
alliances.” President Eisenhower
was asked to “intervene to pre-
vent this injustice” by a British
group headed by Fenner Brock-
way, Chairman of the Move-
ment for Colonial Freedom.

;, In London, West Indian .stu-
dents demonstrated before the
U.S. Embassy with placards
reading, “America, the Land of
the Free and the Home of the
Brave, Is to Execute a Negro
for Stealing 14 Shillings,” and
“"Why Worry About Lebanon?
Why Not Put Alabama Right?”

In West Germany the news-
paper Der Mittag of Dues-
seldorf told its readers: “The
situation in the Southern
states is such that a colored
farm worker, who cannot read
or write, can be sentenced to
death because of $2.00. This
case shows how bad the equal-
ity of the races fares in the
Southern states.” :

BUFFALO PETITIONS

In the U.S. great pressure is
being generated by groups and
individuals. Outstanding is the
“Save Jimmy Wilson Commit-
tee” in Buffalo which has col-
lected clemency petitions from
5,000 people in that city and
persuaded city and state of-
ficials to wire Folsom.

In Detroit, Socialist Workers
Party candidates, Evelyn Sell,
Frank Lovell and Larry Dolin-
sky, sent appeals to Folsom and
urged their opponents in the
Michigan elections to do like-
wise.

Meanwhile fur!her doubt
about Wilson’s guilt is raised
by a N.Y. Post story from Ala-
bama revealing that the 82-
year old white woman who ac-
cused Wilson of stealing $1.95,
had been unable o recognize
him in the courtroom although
he was but a few feet away.

Rev. King Wins Place on Ballot
Despite Challenge by Democrats

CHICAGO, Aug. 30 — The
United Socialistt Campaign to
elect Rev. Joseph P. King to
Congress from the Second Dis-
trict won a resounding victory
yesterday when the Board of
Election Commissioners upheld
his right to a place on the
ballot.

In a desperate attempt to
keep King off the ballot, the
machine of incumbent Demo-
cratic Congressman Barratt
O’Hara had earlier instigated
two challenges of King's nom-
inating petition as being per-
meated with “fraud.” Unable
to substantiate this crude
charge at the official hearings,
the challengers tried to whip

up a red-baiting atmosphere.,

But Rev. King’s case was so
strong that, despite its two-to-
one domination by Democrats,

the election board had no
choice but to rule in favor of
the socialist candidate. His
campaign committee had filed
some 3,500 more signatures
than legally required.

FIRST HINT

The tipoff on the move to
deprive King of a ballot place
came Aug. 20 when the Chicago
Tribune reported: “The Rev.
King filed about 12,000 signa-
tures instead of the minimum
'8,413, but supporters of Rep.
Barratt O’Hara . .. said examina-
tion convinced them that pen-
men had tricked the Rev. Mr.
King by forging numerous sig-
natures.”

Agents of liberal Democrat
O’Hara immediately began the

REV. JOSEPH P. KING

process by which the validity
of Rev. King’s petitions was
challenged before the Board of
Election Commissioners. For
years, independent opponents of
O’Hara have been ruled off the
ballot on technicalities. |

At the hearings, Rev. King
was represented by F. Ray-
mond Marks, Jr., and Frederick
Houghteling of the American
Civil Liberties Union. An at-
torney named Dowd repre-
sented the forces trying to
throw King off the ballot. Dowd
brought in a handwriting ex-
pert, who under cross exami-
nation admitted he had had
only four or five hours in which

to look at King's nominating
petitions, and that, as a matter
of fact, he had examined only
150 sheets out of the total 508.

He asserted that in his opin-
ion “200 to 225 names” were
“couplets” or, in a few cases,
“triplets,” where apparently
the names of a husband and
wife, or the names of three
persons in the same household,
had been entered by one per-
son.

No effort was made by the
O’Hara forces to bring to the
hearing, voluntarily or by sub-
poena, those voters whose sig-
natures they were contesting.
Even if these charges of the
hired expert could be proved
to be true in the small number
of cases alleged — at most it
was claimed that 100 husbands
or -wives signed for one an-
other — it would in no way
justify the wild charge of
“forgery and fraud” which
the O’Hara machine spread in
the press.

KING ON STAND

Early in the hearing Dowd
called Rev. King to the stand
and put to him questions im-
plying that he was or had
been a member of the Socialist
Workers Party. King replied
that he belonged to no party.
The ACLU attorneys, Marks
and Houghteling, objected to
Dowd’s line of questioning and
were upheld by the Board of
Election Commissioners.

Again, at the very end of
the hearing, Dowd, seeking to
bolster his case with some

demanded that
Howard Mayhew, Chicago
Chairman of the Socialist
Workers Party, who was in the
audience, be put on the stand.

Mayhew was sworn, gave his
name ‘and address. Dowd then
asked if he was a sponsor and

witch-hunting,

backer of King’s candidacy.
Mayhew responded with an
emphatic  y&s. In rapid suc-

cession, Dowd then demanded
if he wassa member of the
Socialist Workers Party and a
communist. The attorneys for
Rev. King objected to this line
of questioning as immaterial
and irrelevant. The objection
was upheld and the SWP or-
ganizer was excused from fur-
ther interrogation.

DIDN'T SPECIFY

Illinois election law requires
that any objection brought
against a candidate’s petitions
“shall state fully the nature of
the objections to the nomina-
tion papers.” The objectors to
King’s petitions, however, did
not make a specific objection
to a single signature in their
original challenge.

The ACLU attorneys there-
fore presented a motion on
King’'s behalf to dismiss the
challenge because it did not
comply with the Illinois Elec-
tion Code. The Board took this
motion under advisement and
eight days later dismissed the
challenge.

Elated by their victory, the
supporters of Rev. King are
now ready to conduct a whirl-
wind campaign.

Dr.

Corliss Lamont (top),
United Independent-Socialist

candidate for U.S. Senator
from New York, and John T.
McManus, candidate for Gov-
ernor of New York.

N.Y. Ticket
Nears Goal

{On Petitions

By Harry Ring

NEW YORK, Sept. 3 — Or-
ganized labor ‘““once again re-
ceived a rude kick in. the
teeth” at the Democratic state
convention, declared John T.
McManus, United Independent-
Sccialist candidate for Gover-
nor, as he formally accepted
nomination tonight at a rally
of campaign workers. “The De
Sapio machine.,” he said,
“scarcely deigned to conceal iis
utter contempt for labor's de-
mands and proposals.”

The rally also heard accep-
tance speeches by Dr. Annette
T. Rubinstein, candidate for
Lt. Governor, and Captain Hugh
N. Mulzac, candidate for Comp-
troller, and messages of ac-
ceptance from Dr. Corliss La-
mont, candidate for U.S. Sena-
ter, and Scott K. Gray, candi-
date for Attorney General.

The campaign workers listen-
ed intently to a report on the
status of the nominating peti-
tion drive, now in its last week,
from Muriel McAvoy, -chair-
man of the petition campaign
committee.

200 PER CENT

“I'm proud and happy. to say
we have doubly fulfilled the
requirements to get- on the
ballot,” she reported. With 12,-
000 signatures required, includ-
ing a minimum of 50 from each
county, a total of 23,564 had
been gathered before the meet-
ing opened. Calling on the
campaigners to continue col-
lecting signatures right up to
the Sept. 9 filing deadline, Mrs.
McAvoy said, “We already
have a safe total except that
we cannot expect the full co-
operation of state officials in
recognizing the fine job we've
done.”

“Let’'s go to Albany with
more than twice the number
of signatures needed,” urged
Henry Abrams, chairman of the
rally, ‘“and then we can do
battle - politically with DeSapio,
and that’s where we have him!”

In his message of acceptance,
Corliss Lamont challenged Ho-

(Continued on Page 2)

Dictator Told that U.S.
Forces Will ‘Intervene’

By the Editor

Chiang Kai-shek has succeeded in dragging America to the brink of a war that
can touch off an atomic conflict. This is the meaning of President Eisenhower’s pro-

mise to “intervene”

in the Quemoy dispute as Truman did in the Korean civil war.

Chiang’s purpose is to get the¢

United States into a war, which
if won would restore his totali-
tarian rule over the 625,000,000
people of China.

In 1955 Congress abdicated
its right to determine whether
America should be plunged into
such a war. The Washington
representatives of America’s
monopolies and Chiang’s China
Lobby left it up to Eisenhower
to make the fateful decision.
They even left it up to him
whether. or not to use nuclear
weapons.

At the time, Eisenhower in-
dicated that he was little con-
cerned about Chiang’s retaining
either Quemoy or Matsu, the
tiny, militarily useless islands
sitting at the entrance of two
of China’s most important har-
bors. But he committed his ad-
ministration to holding Chiang’s
position on Formosa (Taiwan)
where the Generalissimo holed
up after fleeing from China.

Bolstered by some $2 billion
tapped from the U.S. Treasury
since 1951, and protected by
the U.S. Seventh Fleet, Chiang
has been plotting ever since on
how to get America involved
in a shooting war with the
People’s Republic of China.

After Eisenhowei’s rash 1955
commitment, Chiang began
transferring his aging armed
forces to Quemoy and Matsu,
until at present one-third of his
entire force is sitting like cheese
in a mouse trap on the two
islands. Meanwhile he has per-
sistently raided the mainland,
blockaded Chinese shipping in
the Straits of Formosa and
done everything he could gen-
erally to annoy the new Chin-
ese government into action.

He finally succeeded. The
Chinese government began shell-
ing Quemoy and calling on
Chiang’s forces there to sur-
render.

Chiang parlayed this response
to his provocation into a pro-
mise by Washington to save
the garrison which the cunning
Nationalist dictator had calcu-
latingly stationed on Quemoy
off the mud flats of Amoy har-
bor.

The British government con-
sider's Eisenhower’s stand to be
“madness”’; but they are giving
it “diplomatic” and “political”
support. The rest of the world
is withholding even this token
approval of Eisenhower’s mad-
ness. The general opinion was
expressed by Egypt's President
Nasser Sept. 3 when he de-
nounced “American interven-
tion in the quarrel over Tai-
wan” in the strongest language
he has used since the Suez
crisis.

The fact is, as the Nation
points out, that Chiang is
“blockading a stretch of the
China coast which if it were
on the eastern shore of the
United States, would be bound-
ed by Delaware Bay on the
north and Cape Hatteras on the
south.” The Chinese people
“look on this deprivation much
as Americans would look on a
blockade of Norfolk and Phila-
delphia and points between.”

Let this lesson be enough.
Let's dump Chiang before he
dumps us into an atomic war.
Let’s recognize the legally con-
stituted government of China
and get American troops out
of Taiwan and the Seventh
Fleet out of Chinese waters)

Our New
Phone Number

The new telephone num-
ber of the Militant editorial
and business offices is:
CHelsea 3-2140.

The new telephone num-
ber of Pioneer Publishers is:
Chelsea 3-2977.

The number of the Social-
ist Workers Party, National
Office, is ALgonquin 5-7460.

China War

Crisis Area
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This map shows the area along China’s coast where the
U.S. Seventh Fleet is backing up Chiang Kai-shek. Matsu
island (2), a few miles off the Chinese mainland and over
100 miles from Formosa, is garrisoned by Chiang Kai-shek’s
troops. The island of Quemoy (3), also occupied by Chiang’s
U.S.-equipped forces, blockades the important Chinese port
of Amoy. Chinese moves to occupy these parts of its terri-
tory bring threats of war from Dulles.

Buffalo Indep.-Socialists
Fight to Save Wilson

BUFFALO, Sept. 1 — The
movement to save Jimmy
Wilson initiated by the West-
ern New York State Campaign
Committee of the Independent-
Socialist Party has mushroom-
ed into sizable proportions in
the Buffalo area and has spread
to surrounding regions.

With the first news that the
party had launched an effort
to win support for the -case,
vclunteers ¢came by the dozen
to aid the Committee in its
work. Headquarters of the
“Save Jimmy Wilson Commit-
tee” is the Independent-Social-
ist campaign headquarters " at
1371 Jefferson Avenue.

So far over 5,000 signatures
have been gathered on petitions
to Governor Folsom of Ala-
bama, demanding a stay of ex-
ecution. and’ a new and fair
trial. The first 4,000 of these
have already been forwarded
to Alabama.

A constant stream of volun-
teers pass in and out of the
office, some of them bringing
hundreds of signatures. The pe-
titions. have been taken to
unions, churches, into the
neighborhoods and places of
employment. Since the local
press has given the matter
wide and repeated coverage,
the telephone is ringing with
offers of help.

Petitions have been taken to
plant gates, too. In one case, a
coke-oven worker and an un-
employed auto worker took
them to the 6:30 A.M. shift
change at Bethlehem Steel, and
were able to sign up over two
hundred of the tired but will-
ing steel workers at one gate.

HOUSEWIVES LEAD

A highlight of the campaign
has been the spearheading ef-
forts of a core of housewives.
They have led the delegations
that have enlisted support for
Jimmy Wilson and have spoken

‘'on his behalf before local or-

ganizations. Yesterday, Mrs.

Ruth Stone, accompanied by
another member of the com-
mittee, Mrs. Rita Johnson, pre-
sented the facts of the case to
the congregation of the Antioch
Baptist Church. After ' Mrs.
Stone spoke, a woman in the
congregation rose and made an
impassioned appeal to those
present to

are working to save Jimmy
Wilson.” Evéryone present, in-
cluding the Rev. Mr. J. M. Rob-
inson, signed the petitions.

Delegations have visited Gov.
Harriman at the Democratic
State Convention and Buffalo’s
mayor, Frank A, Sedita. The
visit to the Democratic Con-
vention resulted in a wire to
Gov. Folsom from Harriman.

An interracial delegation of
16 men and women saw the
mayor at City Hall, Friday,
August 29. The forty-five min-
ute session with him before
rcporters, - television cameras

(Continued on Page 4)

Montgomery Cops
Assault Rev. King

Sept. 4 The Rev.
Martin Luther King, leader
of the historic Montgomery.
Ala., bus boycott, was ar-
rested by Montgomery cops
yesterday on a charge of
"loitering.” He later reported
the two cops who grabbed
him, "tried to break my arm,
they grabbed my collar and
tried to choke me, and when
they got me to the cell, they
kicked me in.” King was
later released on bond. Po-
lice Commissioner Sellers, a
member of the White Citi-

zens Council, denied the
brutality charge despite
photographic evidence and

said his cops treated King
like they treat anyone else
they arrest.

“go down to 1371
Jefferson Avenue, where they
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N. Y. Meeting Will Hear

Davies, Lamont, Nathan

Harold Davies, Labour Member of the British Parlia-

ment, will be the featured

speaker at a large public

meeting in New York, Friday evening, Sept. 19, at the

Grand Ballroom of the Hotel#-

New Yorker. Sharing the plat-
form with the British socialist
leader will be Dr. Corliss La-
mont, Independent-Socialist can-
didate for U.S. Senator, and
the noted economist, Dr. Otto
Nathan. The subject of the eve-
ning is: “Next Steps to Peace.”

SPONSORS

A partial list of sponsors of
the meeting include Carey Mec-
Williams, editor of the Nation;
Russ Nixon of the United Elec-
trical Workers; Mrs. Helen Al-
fred, editor of “Toward a Social-
ist - America;” Leo Huberman,
co-editor of Monthly Review;
Sidney J. Gluck of the United
Independent-Socialist Campaign
Committee; Rev. A. J. Muste
of the Fellowship of Reconcilia-
tion; Bert Cochran, co-editor of
American Socialist and Mrs.
Elinor Ferry, who, along with
Vincent Hallinan, is sponsoring
Mr. Davies’ tour of the U.S.

Davies will be heard in Buffalo
and Boston. In Buffalo, he will

address a rally Saturday eve-
ning, Sept. 13, at Hadji Temple,
118 East Utica St. The rally
will also hear Dr. Annette T.
Rubinstein, Independent-Social-
ist candidate for Lt. Governor,
and Dr. Lonnie Cross, Negro
educator from Atlanta Univer-
sity.

The British Laborite will
speak in Boston Wed., Sept. 17,
8 P.M., at Community Church,
565 Boylston St. His subject
will be, “For Peace — Against
Nuclear Explosions.” .
TOURED WEST

Mr. Davies’ tour has evoked
a good deal of interest in radi-
cal, labor and peace circles. In
Los Angeles, 800 turned out
for a rally that climaxed sev-
eral days of extensive TV and
radio coverage of his visit to
the city. Previously, in .Denver,
he spoke to a meeting of 200.
In Vancouver, B.C., there were
over 500 in attendance. More
than 300 persons heard him at
a meeting of the San Francisco
Independent Socialist Forum.

Tammany Hall Victory
Puts Liberals on Spot

By Harold Wilson

The New York state convention of- the Democratic
Party was an utter rout for the liberal and labor forces.
Carmine DeSapio, head of the NYC Democratic organiza-

but 21 of the big city’s dele-
gates in his hip pocket. Since
only 572 votes were needed to
nominate, DeSapio had com-
plete control of the convention.

He used this control to ram
through the nomination of
Frank Hogan, a machine choice,
for U.S. Senator over the op-
position of Gov. Harriman and
Mayor Wagner. This rough
treatment was DeSapio’s way
of teaching the liberal-labor
elements in the party their
place,

“EGGHEADS"”

~ The Aug. 28 N. Y. Times de-
scribes DeSapio’s action as a
deliberate decision by Tam-
many Hall to check the pre-
tensions of the “egghead” or
intellectual elements in the
Democratic Party. The Tam-
many leaders were of the
opinion that the New Deal and
liberal elements had been act-
ing too big for their britches
within the party.

As for the Negro leaders, the
Amsterdam News, leading NYC
Negro newspaper, reports (Aug.
30) that their plan to urge a
Negro state-wide candidate at
the convention was immediate-
ly squelched when DeSapio
told them the move “would
seriously embarrass me and
Gov. Harriman.”

The steamrollering of Ho-
gan’s nomination for Senator
clearly and publicly establish-
es the true power relationship
within the N. Y. Democratic
Party. At the same time it
puts the leaders of the Liberal

Party in a difficult spot. This
party ordinarily endorses the
Democratic candidates, bute it
tries to influence the Democrats
to run people who can be
passed off as liberals.

HEAT ON LIBERALS

In an attempt to influence
the Democrats to nominate
Thomas K. Finletter, the Lib-
eral Party Convention nomina-
ted him first, labelling his
rival, Hogan, a poor alternative.
But Tammany gave Finletter
the brush-off and nominated
Hogan. This left the Liberal
leaders holding “the bag and
Finletter. He resigned the Lib-
eral Party nomination in a
few days and now the Liberal
Party leaders must accept Ho-
gan or find a sacrificial candi-
date to run independently.

Heavy pressure is being put
on the Liberal Party to accept
Hogan. Harriman, DeSapio and
Hogan, himself, have been
closeted with Alex Rose and
other Liberal bosses. Hogan
went on the air to ask for the
Liberal Party endorsement,
pointing out that he had had it
when he ran for his present
post of District Attorney.

AFL-CIO leaders are putting
the heat on the Liberal leaders
not only to take Hogan but
to go the whole hog and even
endorse Tammany’'s choice
for Attorney General, Peter J.
Crotty. At their convention the
Liberals swore to oppose Crotty,
whom they denounced as a
machine hack, and nominated
Richard Lipsitz o run against
him.
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By Joseph Hansen

HISTORY AND CONSCIENCE,
The Case of Howard Fast, by
Hershel D. Meyer. New York:
Anvil-Atlas Publishers, New
York. 1958, 63 pp. $1. (May
be ordered from Pioneer
Publishers, 116 University Pl.,
New York 3, N. Y.)

This is the Stalinist answer
to Howard Fast’s book, The
Naked God. I am not using the
word “Stalinist” as an epithet.
The characterization, drastic as
it is, can be established, I think,
as accurate.

In The Naked God Fast tells
how and why he came to be-
lieve, as a result of his ex-
periences in the depression,
that the American Communist
Party was a genuine socialist
organization representing ‘the
future of mankind; and then
how and why, in the years
after joining, he came to doubt
this; and finally how and why
Khrushchev’s revelations at the
Twentieth Congress about
Stalin’s crimes punetured his
rhistaken belief.

To Communist Party critics
of his book, Fast made the
following challenge:

“The secret report of Khrush-
chev is central. For years Trot-
sky was the devil’s own name,
and no Communist was per-

quote him. But a few weeks
before writing this, I opened
Leon Trotsky’s book, The Revo-
lution Betrayed. I had not look-
ed at it for almost twenty
years, but its words rang with
the terrible timeliness of a
commentary on the Khrush-
chev report written today. Yet
the book was published in 1937.

“I care little at this point
about denunciations by Com-
munists, but I feel impelled
to suggest that the right to
challenge me be earned. I defy
Communists to read the secret
report again, fully, carefully,
and then to balance against it
Troisky’s ‘Revolution Betrayed’
£~ and having done so, to re-
fute me. As for those who will
not read the evidence, their
minds are locked and the Party
has had its way with them.”

mitted to read him, much less

HOWARD FAST

It is from the way Meyer
meets this public challenge that
we must say ‘his reply is “Stal-
inist.”

WHAT CHALLENGE?

First of all, he does not men-
tion the challenge. Instead, he
tekes his stand on the unassail-
able fact that all great revolu-
tions have had their renegades.
The October Revolution was
great — therefore it is to be
expected that it too should
have its renegades.

Next he assumes something
which he keeps hidden from
the reader; namely, that the
Stalinist bureaucracy is the
same as the October Revolu-
tion. This false assumption
serves a highly practical pur-
pose, for it follows that who-
ever opposes the Stalinist bur-
eaucracy and its dictatorial
practices automatically opposes
the: October Revolution. How-
ard Fast opposes the Stalinist
bureaucracy and its dictatorial
practices; therefore, according
to Meyer‘'s hidden assumption,
Fast opposes the October Revo-
lution. Obviously Fast is a
reénegade.

As an auxiliary argument, if
this deft logic does not satisfy
you, Meyer stands on the bed-

rock position that every great

revolution makes its mistakes.
The October Revolution made
its mistakes, particularly some
twenty years later in the last
part of the Stalin era. Inpre-
vious revolutions people of
weak mind and ill will have
magnified the mistakes and lost
sight of the essentials. Howard
Fast, hampered by a weak
mind and ill will, has fallen
into this error. He has com-
mitted the monstrous and in-
sufferable crime of magnifying
Stalin’s crimes. That automat-
ically makes him anti-Soviet.

The sophistry at the bottom
of these arguments is not pe-
culiar to Stalinism. In fact it is
quite widespread in our times.
Anyone who differed with Mc-
Carthy, for instance, could ex-
pect to be labelled ‘“un-Amer-
ican.” And the same still goes
for any government employe
and many others inclined to so-
cialist opposition to the Demo-

cratic and Republican ma-
chines. What is peculiar to
Stalinism is ‘the use of such

sophistry to defend the bur-
eaucracy in the Soviet Union
rom socialist criticism.

BOOK IS PSYCHOPATHIC!

Following up consistently on
Lis basic points, Meyer paints
a picture of Fast’s book that
has little connection with the
actual work: It is “an inco-
herent, highly subjective docu-

ment” filled with “hysterical
accusations,” ‘“emotion-charged
irrationalities,” “rejection of the

coherent’ Marxist philosophy,”
“a flood of untamed images,
rambling conjectures and false

analogies, rumors, gossip and
invective,” “tirades, expletives,
abuse, accusations, distortions

and self-justifications.”

As for Fast’s gripping story
ot his disillusioning experiences
— it’s all just “bits of infor-
mation and a few rambling ob-
servations about life inside the
Communist Party,” “wild
charges” and an attempt to “as-
‘sassinate the character of his
former comrades.”

In regard to the Soviet
Union, which Fast supports in
his book, Meyer notes “wildest
vituperations,” ‘““unbridled’ anti-
Sovieteering,” “railing at the

' sector of humanity”

KHRUSHCHEV

o o

Soviet Union,” “cursing a large
and the
“hymning of imperialism’s vir-

tues.”

If this reply to Howard Fast’s
public challenge to read and
compare Khrushchev’s revela-
tions and Leon Trotsky's Revo-
lution Betrayed has not made
you cautious about accepting
the exposure of Stalinist prac-
tices in The Naked God, Meyer
offers you an inside view of the
character of the author that
should make further discussion
unnecessary. And he invokes
Freud — without mentioning
that Freud, as Fast points out,
is considered in the Stalinist
creed to be reactionary.

SO IS THE AUTHOR!

“Overwrought and hysteri-
cal,” Fast’s “thirst for flattery,
for reward, for canonization be-
same insatiable,” and he began
to suffer “persecution delus-
ions.” “He daubs every incident
with sinister and diabolical al-
lusions.” This was due, accord-
ing to our Stalinist in psycho-
analyst’s clothing, to an “ad-
mittedly unbalanced person-
ality” suffering from the “long-
smouldering peérsonal hatreds
and inner emotional tensions of
a mind torn by psycho-neuro-
tic conflicts.”

Fast, Meyer tells us, is “in-
capable of reasoning in terms
of causal relations.” Which
does ‘'not mean, of course, that
Meyer is capable of meeting

(Continued from Page 1)
gan and Keating, his Demo-
cratic and Republican oppon-
ents, to join him “in opposing
American military intervention
in the Far East where the U.S.
Government seeks to prevent
the Chinese People’s Republic
from asserting its rightful do-
main over Quemoy and other
offshore islands occupied by
the Nationalists.”

Discussing the setback suf-
fered by the Liberal Party
leaders when the Democrats re-
fused to nominate their choice,
Thomas K. Finletter, for the
Senate, John T. McManus told
the campaign workers they
now had an important oppor-
tunity to win support from
members of the Liberal party.

“It now seems pretty clear,”

he said, “that the fix is in for
the Liberal leaders to accept
Hogan. . . . So the rank and
file of the Liberal party is left
in a strange and stranded po-
sition by their leaders. We have
a golden opportunity to pro-
vide them with a chance to get
out of the box their leaders
have put them in. Like us, the
rank and file wants peace, civil
rights and an end to machine
politics. Many share our so-
cialist objectives.”

Dr. Rubinstein told the meet-
ing that the Independent-So-
cialist candidates would per-
sonally present their nominat-
ing petitions in Albany. “We're
going to have a pilgrimage,”
she said. “We’ll all be carrying
valises full of petitions and
we’ll deliver them in person

to the Secretary of State, Car-
mine DeSapio, .whg, I'm sure
will appreciate them greatly.”
The meeting hall rang with
applause as the candidate for
Lt. Governor reported that Rev.
Joseph P. King, united socialist
candidate for Congress from
Chicago, had won a place on
the ballot despite efforts by
the Democratic machine to
keep him off. .
Assailing the record of the
major parties and their can-
didates, Dr. Rubinstein said,
“Both Harriman and Rockefel-
ler have expressed support of
their parties’ inhuman, cold-
war policy and of the crushing
arms budget and use of suicidal
nuclear weapons. . . . Keating,
already notorious for his fawn-
ing adulation of J. Edgar Hoov-

Terry Pettus has been fired
as the editor of the Northwest
bureau of the People’s World,
according to an article in the
Aug. 25 Seattle Times. Pettus
was fired for publicly rebuk-
ing those members of the
Communist Party who organ-
ized a goon squad to beat up
members of the Socialist Work-
ers Party at a People’s World
picnic on July 4.

(Clara Kaye, Richard Fraser
and Jack Wright, leading mem-
bers of the SWP in Seattle,
were beaten and pummeled by
a squad of well-known figures
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| Communist. Now I'm a political

in "the Seattle CP. The SWP
members had been invited to
attend the picnic by officials of
the People’s World.)

According to the Seattle
Times, Pettus tried to head off
the prearranged attack.

Afterwards he apologized in
the People’s World (July 12)
for the outbreak of “rowdyism”
and “the strong-arm tactics of
self-appointed bouncers, who
actéed without authorization
from any responsible represen-
tative of this paper.”
RESIGNATION DEMANDED

Pettus said his dismissal was
subsequently demanded by “of-
ficers of a group” who con-
sidered his statement of July
12 “a slanderous attack on
some of the best supporters of
the paper.”

“I have no disagreement
with the policy of the People’s
World,” Pettus told the Seattle
paper, “I still agree with the
statement published July 12. I
refused to accept that truthful
statement as a slanderous at-
tack on the best supporters of
the paper. I also refused to
agree to a fabrication that I
was consulted in advance about
the policy that led to the dis-
ruption of the picnic.”

The Seattle paper comments
that “In previous interviews in
the past decade, Pettus has ex-
pressed pride in belonging to
the Communist Party.” It then
quotes him in the present in-
terview as stating: “I belong
to no political group. I was a
Republican, a Democrat and a

independent.”

Terry Pettus first became

People's World Fires Pettus
For Opposing Goon Attacks

Northwest editor of the Peo-
ple’s World in 1948. In 1954,
along with four other leaders
of the Communist Party in
Washington, he was convicted
under the witch-hunting Smith
Act. This conviction was re-
versed earlier this year by the
Supreme Court.

Pettus’ discharge from the
People’s World is effective as
of Sept. 1. His successor, it is
announced, will be Paul- Em-
erson of Tacoma.

Calendar
Of Events

LOS ANGELES

School of International So-
cialism — Fall Session. Six
sessions, beginning Sept. 14,
10:30 A.M., on “The History of
American Trotskyism.” Instruc-
tor: Milton Wolfe. Six sessions,
beginning Sunday, Sept. 4, 12
noon, on ‘“Man’s Worldly
Goods,” an economic interpreta-
tion of history. Instructor, Os-
car G. Coover. Forum Hall,
1702 E. 4th St., Los Angeles,
33. Phone: An. 9-4953.

. ®
BOSTON

Hear Harold Davies, British
Labour MP, speak on “For
Peace — Against Nuclear Ex-
plosions,” Wed., Sept. 17, 8
P.M., Community Church, 565
Boylston St. Contribution, 90
cents. Auspices, Boston Labor
Forum.

...N.Y. Ticket Near Petition Goal

er, has declared that if elected
he will do his best to cooperate
with Dulles’ insane policy of
‘brinkmanship.’ :

"“The Democratic candidate,
Hogan . . . finds no fault with
Dulles” avowed intention to
keep our country teetering on
the brink of war. In fact, he
promises, if elected, to help
move our nation more efficient-
ly in the same catastrophic di-
rection.”

Referring to the large num-
ber of youth present, Dr. Ru-
binstein concluded, “I'm glad
to see so many young people
who realize that the issues of
peace, civil rights and a social-

ist America concern them
above all.”

‘PARTY OF FAUBUS’

Hitting at the civil-rights

record of the Republicans and
Democrats, Captain Mulzac said,
“Rockefeller and the Republi-
can state platform declare sup-
port for Eisenhower’'s civil-
rights policy. Is thjs a threat or
a promise? Eisenhower has ca-
pitulated to the Dixiecrat ra-
cist offensive time and again.
. . . As for Harriman and his
ticket—he belongs to the same
party as the Dixiecrats — to
the party of Faubus who is
carrying on a war against the
colored children of Little Rock,
to the party of Folsom of Ala-
bama who has thus far turned
a deaf ear to the world-wide
demand to stop the execution
of Jimmy Wilson.”

The acceptance message from
Scott Gray declared, “. . . The

Democratic Party administra-|

tion of New York State and
the Republican Party which
controls the legislature have
virtually served notice that
they intend to econtinue such

anti-civil liberties statutes as|:

the Feinberg Law and the so-
called State Security Risk Law,
as well as the anti-union Con-
lon-Wadlin Law, which de-
prives employees of the state
and city governments of their
democratic right to strike. . .
There is only one means by
which New York State voters
can manifest the growing re-
vulsion against the witch hunt
— and that is by rolling up a
powerful protest vote for the
candidates of the Independent-
Socialist ticket.”

The rally approved sending
a telegram to Eisenhower de-
manding removal of U.S. forces
fréom the area of the Quemoy
and Matsu islands and urging
recognition of the Chinese gov-
ernment and support to its bid
for admission to the UN. A
telegram to Gov. Folsom re-
iterated the Independent-Social-
ist demand to reprieve Jimmy
Wilson.,

. preciated by

STALIN

Fast’s public challenge and tell-
ing us about the reactionary so-
cial forces expressed in Stalin's
“monstrous” crimes. (Meyer
uses the word “monstrous.”)

“Whitaker Chambers . . .
Budenz, and now Howard Fast.”
“Publicly deserting and de-
nouncing friends,” “betraying
one’s group,” “indecent and a
scoundrel.” “Fast plunges head-
long into the demonology of
the 'late Joseph Goebbels and
Joseph R. McCarthy.” “His
curse is on the October Revo-
lution.”

If that does not put a cross
on the spot where the author
was last seen, consider this
possibility: Fast is money
hungry. “Facing bankruptcy,
Fast began entreating loans and

subsidies from wealthy .peo-

ple.”” Some “millionaire brok-
ers and insurance men with
Wall Street connections” ap-
proached Fast. “On his part,
was it a case of exchanging
harsh and ‘discredited’ Com-
munist moral values for a bit
of cold cash?” Well, was it?
Meyer bids us use our imagi-
nation — and, if we are Party
members, an imagination that
has been colored by his lurid
description of the book and its
author. )

I hope that this is sufficient
tc establish the wvalidity of
characterizing Meyer’s reply to
Fast as Stalinist, foul as the
word is; but I recommend that
everyone read the reply for
himself — after first reading
what it attacks.

HE WAS OUR HORSE

Lest I create a wrong im-
pression, let me add that Mey-
er’s pamphlet. is not wholly
without sincerity. Genuine in-
dignation, I believe, is observ-
able in at least one part of
Meyer’s handling of what he
calls the ‘relatively minor po-
litical event” involving the
world-famous novelist’s resig-
nation from the Communist
Party.

Fast, he tells us, was unap-
the bourgeois
world as a writer both before
and after he joined the Com-
munist Party. The Party, how-
ever, together with the Stalin-
ist governments, particularly
the Kremlin, converted the un-
known scribbler into the most
widely read author in the So-
viet Union and Eastern Europe.
Fast became relatively wealthy,
according to Meyer.

However, instead of docilely
remaining in his stable and
continuing to express appreci-
ation to the bureaucracy for
the bounteous supply of oats,
Fast chose to kick down his
stall and run away from Stal-
inism. Thus, when Meyer, left
with the bridle, spurs and rid-
ing crop, speaks of the *“enorm-
ity of this treason,” his emo-
tion, clearly enough, is not
without understandable cause.
That horse, temperamental or
not, was the last feature at-
traction in the American CP
barn.

' NOT YET

A reply like Meyer's seems
aimed primarily at members
of the Communist Party. The
political objective is .to preju-
dice them against reading
Fast’s book. If the “anti-So-
viet” epithet can be made to
stick, the book can be killed.

I would be among the last to
say that this attempt cannot
succeed. Fast himself may as-

He Was a Bum All the Time

sist it by actually’ becoming
anti-Soviet. In the long record
of Stalinism, many fine artists
and writers . have become so
repelled by its practices as to
mistakenly reject the socialist
raovement as a whole. But this
is not yet the case with How-
ard Fast — no matter how re-
pulsive those who formerly
lauded him now find his per-
sonality to have been all the
time.

In fact, in “The Naked God”
Fast affirms his faith in social-
ism, in planned economy, and
in the capacity of the Soviet
people to rid themselves of the
parasitic bureaucracy without
destroying the great achieve-
ments made possible in the
Soviet Union by the October
Revolution.

There is one item of some
interest in Meyer’s attack. Not
once does he use. the epithet
“Trotskyite.”
Meyer inadvertently skipped
the “T’s” as he thumbed
through his thesaurus of invec-
tive. However, one would im-
agine that his editor would
surely catch such an oversight.

A more likely explanation is
that Meyer has in mind the
growing understanding among
members of the Communist
Party that if the Moscow Trials
were frame-ups, as Khrushchev
admits, then Trotsky, the prin-
cipal victim in those frame-
ups, must have been innocent.

STALIN — JUST GULLIBLE?

That this may be the correct
explanation is indicated by
Meyer’'s new version of who
was guilty in the frame-ups. He
says nothing about the old lie
that Trotsky “plotted” Stalin’s
death in a secret pact with
Hitler. Instead, Nazi agents
“penetrated the Soviet security
apparatus, and with their ac-
complices , within the U.S.S.R.
exploited the fears of the peo-
ple to. create disruption and
confusion.” How did the Nazi
agents do this? “They took ad-
vantage of Stalin’s pathological
suspiciousnes and succeeded in
raming a number of Iloyal
Communists and party leaders.”

Two curious conclusions fol-
low from this: (1) “Thus it was
not the Socialist system, nor
the Communist Party, but its
mortal enemy, fascism, which
initiated the frame-ups and ex-
cesses within the USSR.” This
is an effort to still cover up
Stalin, the real initiator of the
frame-ups and —how euphe-
mistic can you get? — “excess-
es.” But it comes remarkably
close to calling Stalin a Nazi
agent — 'a 180% reversal of
the charges the dictator level-
led against his victims in the
Moscow Trials.

(2) “The dividends reaped
by enemies of Socialism were
the 1937 and 1948-1950 frame-
up trials,” This is what the
Trotskyists have contended
from the beginning. If this is
true — and it is — then the
genuine defenders of the So-
viet Union were those who op-
posed Stalin at the time and
exposed the frame-ups when
they were perpetrated by the
paranoiac dictator.

MEYER’'S ASSIGNMENT

But Meyer can’t say this. His
assignment is to do a job on
anyone like Fast who dares to
expose the anti-Soviet practices
of the Stalinist apparatus to-
day; and, by smearing such a
critic as ‘“anti-Soviet,”
push him into the camp of the
real enemies of socialism and
the Soviet Union.

Meyer’'s real basic thesis is
that you can't be a socialist
unless you are a loyal follow-
er of the cult of Stalin, or
Khrushchev, or whoever hap-
pens to head the Soviet bur-
eaucracy. And if you aren't a
socialist according to that
definition then you have no
choice but to be anti-Soviet.

That’s how the Stalinist hacks
see it and you'd better take
their word for it unless you're
ready to take the kind of
treatment Meyer dished out to
The Naked God and its author.
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Can a Colonel Kick Off A-War?

The danger of touching off an atomic
holocaust lies not only in the fleets of
U.S. strategic aircraft flying over the
Arctic towards the Soviet Union with
their loads of H-bombs. Atomic warfare
can also be started by detachments of
U.S. ground forces stationed abroad, for
example, in Korea, or West Germany.

~ 'These troops are equipped with “tac-

tical” atomic weapons. “For use on the
battlefield,” these weapons still have the
destructive potential of the A-bomb drop-
ped on Hiroshima. Firing but a few
rounds. of such “tactical” atomic ammu-
nition could destroy whole cities and
render vast areas uninhabitable.

Who controls these terrible instru-
ments of destruction? This question is
vital not only for the American people
but for all humanity. Is it possible for
some trigger-happy colonel to give the
order? An order which might set off a
chain reaction engulfing the world in
atomic war.

President Eisenhower was asked this
question at his Aug. 27 news conference.
First he replied that only the President
could give the order to fire atomic weap-

ons. When pressed about exceptions to
this rule, Eisenhower’s memory faltered.
He said he thought there was something
in the military directives permitting use
of all weapons at a commander’s discre-
tion if he were attacked. The President
concluded; “I don’t believe it mentions
atomic weapons . . . but I would have to
make certain. My memory is not that
good this morning.”

While Eisenhower is refreshing his
memory, U.S. warships, planes and' troops
— all equipped with atomic weapons —

remain on the ready at bases ringing the

USSR, as well as in Lebanon and around
China’s offshore islands. Because of prox-
imity to Soviet-bloc and Chinese forces
and because the population is hostile in
most of the countries where U.S. forces
are stationed, military incidents can be
expected almost anywhere, anytime.
Should a jittery colonel decide he was
under attack — or what in military pro-
cedure is as good, about to be attacked —

-he might order the atomic blast which

could start World War IIIL

The first step to rid ourselves of this
nightmare is to bring all U.S. troops home
from overseas.

The U.S. Test Ban Offer

The negotiations for a ban on nuclear
test explosions, scheduled to begin Oct.
3] between the United States, Great Brit-
ain and the Soviet Union, offer .the pros-
pect that for one year there will not be a
further increase in the radioactive con-
tamination of the earth’s atmosphere. But
the fight to compel the U.S. and British
governments to agree.to a permanent test
ban remains to be won.

The current proposal of the two
Western powers offers only a one-year
test halt beginning with the Oct. 31 ne-
gotiating date and a year-to-year renewal
of the suspension provided that “the
.agreed inspection system is installed and
working effectively” and “satisfactory

progress is being made in [other] arms

control.”

Both stipulations are designed..to es-
cape commitment to a permanent test
ban. Washington’s original and long-
standing refusal even to consider an
agreement to halt tests was motivated by
a callous disregard for the health of this
and future generations of mankind. Its
claim that underground explosions could
not be detected were shown to be based
on falsified data. Scientists now agree on
the feasibility of detecting atomic ex-
plosions. What then lies behind the Pen-
tagon’s pretended suspicion about an
adequate monitoring system? It appears
that this is a cover for demanding a sys-
tem that will give a military intelligence
advantage to the U.S. and also lay a pos-
sible basis for not extending the ban at
the end of one year.

The demand that the continuation of

the test ban be contingent on “progress”
in nuclear disarmament is even more

hypocritical. Both the U.S. and Britain
have long demonstrated their unwilling-
ness to yield an atom of their fearsome
stockpiles. And even if there is no “pro-
gress” toward disarmament why then
should testing be resumed?

It was world pressure which forced
the Pentagon-State Department power
elite into making their reluctant and con-
ditional offer of a temporary cessation of
nuclear tests. Continuing — and increased
— world pressure, especially pressure in
this country, can make it very difficult
for them to resume the deadly explosions
at the end of a year.

It would certainly be naive to rely on
anything less than mass pressure. Their
zeal for continuing thé tests is evidenced
by the very date they set for the tem-
porary cessation. Oct. 31 — the U.S. pro-
posed cut-off date — not only gives the
British time for another giant hydrogen
blast in the Pacific, but before then the
U.S. will explode ten more atomic bombs
at the Nevada proving grounds. '

An Aug. 29 announcement said that
“several” would be underground and the
balance from balloons and towers — with
a consequent further pollution of the
atmosphere. Almost half will be above
the kiloton range. A kiloton is the equiv-
alent of 1,000 tons of TNT. At least one
will be in the 20 kiloton range — the size
of the bomb that reduced Hiroshima to
rubble.

As a result of the fallout from that
“small” bomb, the rate of leukemia fatal-
ities in Hiroshima today is double that
of the rest of Japan.

Can the American people afford the
continuation of such explosions in this
country?

| illegalizes?
whom he has not distributed |

believe the

(We
letter raises extremely impor-

following

tant issues and therefore we
are offering an extended reply
by Daniel Roberts.)

| Editor:

Trotsky must be turning over
in his grave. He is most noted
for his theory of “The Perma-
nent Revolution” which says
that in modern times in back-
ward countries the national
democratic revolution cannot
be carried out by any other
class than the working class.

He refuded to support -the

peasantry or even the so-called | &

progressive and national bour-
geoisie. Yet you support Nas-
ser. You support him not only
against the foreign imperialists
(which is correct) but as lead-
er of the national revolution
and national unification move-
ment.

Yet Nasser represents which
class? The workers, whose
trade unions and parties he
The peasantry' to

any land? The bourgeoisie for
whom he has no policy of in-
dustrial expansion? He repre-
sents a military dictatorship
pure and simple. If it is wrong
to support the progressive role
of real social classes, it is
doubly wrong to support a
military Bonapartism.

Or is it possible that you
have given up the “Permanent
Revolution.” If so where and
when?

Fred M,

IN REPLY
Dear Fred M.:

Your letter criticizing the
Militant’s appraisal of Nasser
and Nasserism is extremely
welcome. For it raises all the
fundamental questions which
must be answered for a correct
understanding of the struggle
in the Mideast. Nasserism is
frequently condemned as an-
other form of Hitlerism. It is
this characterization which the
State Department spreads to
prepare American opinion for
military ventures against the
Arab national independence
movement. I believe it is pre-
cisely Trotsky’s theory of the
Permanent Revolution which
best exposes such a misrepre-
sentation. First, however, 1
must disagree with the main
contentions of your letter.

We are not partisans of Nas-
ser, as you state. We support
the objectives he proclaims —
namely, Arab national indepen-
dence and national unification.
And we support concrete steps
taken by his regime which
help realize these = objectives.
(For example we supported the
1955 ouster of British troops
from Egypt, nationalization of
the Suez Canal, resistance to
the British-French-Israel inva-
sion of 1956, acceptance of aid
from the Soviet Union, support
to the liberation- struggle in
other Arab countries, union
with Syria, etc.). But we have
no confidence that Nasser will
carry the national liberation
struggle through to a victorious
conclusion. The Egyptian cap-
italist class, whose interests his
military dictatorship represents,
is capable only of partial oppo-
sition to imperialism.

You, yourself say that it is

President Nasser, surrounded by crowds of cheering Egyptians in Cairo, on the occasion

of the nationalization of the Suez Canal. The French-British-Israeli

attack that followed

ended in disaster and British influence in the Middle East was shattered. The Eisenhower
Doctrine — an attempt to take over the position in the Mideast formerly held by British
imperialism — is meeting sirong Arab resistance.

correct to support the Nasser
regime against the imperialists.
I assume you would also sup-
port measures taken by Nasser
against such outright stooges
of imperialism as the Kkings,
pashas and sheiks, as well as
the Lebanese merchant -class.
We have gone no further than
that in the Militant and I re-
fer you to articles by George
Lavan, Myra Tanner Weiss and
Joseph Hansen in the Aug. 4,
11 and 25 issues for our ap-
praisal of the Nasser regime.

Thus in the Aug. 4 Militant,
Lavan wrote: “I'm for a demo-
cratic and socialist state in
Egypt and everywhere else. But
bringing that about is the job
of the people there . .. At this
stage of things the mass of the
Arab people are behind Nasser
because he stands up to the
imperialists and opposes the
feudal landowners and rulers.
. . . But I think a stage of the
present Arab movement will
come when the mass of peas-
ants and workers will want
to go further than Nasser, who
is a middle-class nationalist.
Then they will demand an end
to his kind of political rule.”
FOUR CLASSES

Again, I believe your pre-
sentation of Trotsky’s Perma-
nent Revolution theory is in-
correct. The theory, as it ap-
plies to economically backward
countries, analyzes the role of
the various classes in the strug-
gle to eliminate - imperialist
domination, abolish feudalism
and modernize the economy
(industrialization, farm mechan-
ization, etc.). These are the
tasks comprised under the head-
ing of the national democratic
revolution. Four classes partici-
pate in the national liberation
struggle at its outset but with
different and, in the case of
some, irreconcilable, interests.

(1) A small capitalist class,

competing at a disadvantage in
its own country with foreign
capitalists, opposes the latter
to win more elbow. room for
its own profit-making. It wants
to wrest control of its nation
from imperialism and create
a government which will pro-
mote native capitalist enter-
prises. The native capitalists
also desire to curb the power
of the feudal landowners who
constitute imperialism’s most
reliable props within the coun-
try. What this small native
bourgeoisie seeks is to reform
the relationship with imperial-
ism to its own advantage and
to obtain greater bargaining
power in its dealings with the
foreign concerns.

The theory of the Permanent
Revolution does not exclude
support of demands.that a na-
tive capitalist class, like the
Egyptian, places on an im-
perialist power or- powers. On
the contrary, it calls on revolu-
tionary socialists to back these
demands. For even the limited
struggle of the native capitalist
class weakness imperialism. It
also provides opportunities for
the popular masses to organize
their own forces by participat-
ing in the struggle.

(2) The urban middle classes
are too heterogeneous to have
a consistent program of their
own. The upper reaches of the
civil and military services, the
industrial, banking and com-
mercial employes, and even the
trade union bureaucracy seeks
advancement through the pro-

gress of the native capitalist
class. The petty shopkeepers
and artisans overwhelmingly

gravitate toward the working
class once it steps forward as
an active participant in the na-
tional struggle.

(3) The peasants participate
in the national independence
movement not only out of ha-

tred of the imperialists but to
win allies in the city who will
help them carry through the
division of the huge semi-feu-
dal estates. They are the largest
numerical force in most eco-
nomically backward countries.
But because of their dispersion,
provincial outlook and distance
from the cities, where the state
power resides, they are unable
to steer toward the seizure of
power in their own name. They
look to the national indepen-
dence struggle to bring forth
a state power which will pro-
tect them in the division of
landed estates.

Revolutionary. socialists fully
support the peasantry’s aim of
land expropriation, - since this
iz a key to the modernization
of a colonial country’s economy.
In its realization lies the firm-
est way of carrying through the
national, democratic revolution.
WHICH CLASS?

The question thus posed is
which of the city classes will
help the peasants carry through
the agrarian revolution. The
vrban middle classes have no
independent role to play in the
struggle and are dependent on
the capitalists or the working
class. Although they favor
curbs on the landowning class
and a modest land-reform pro-
gram, the native capitalists are
too much tied by bonds of
property and often blood rela-
tionship to the feudalists to
promote expropriations. Fur-
thermore they fear lest any
thoroughgoing assault on the
rights of private property — be
it that of the feudalists or the
foreign imperialists set a
precedent to be invoked later
against themselves. Finally, the
limited character of the native
bourgeoisie’s opposition to im-
perialism, born of its weakness
as a class and of its ultimate
dependence on foreign capital,

Militant's Readers Take

Candidate in N.Y.'s
19th District
Editor:

The Socialist Party in the
19th Congressional District in
lower Manhattan has designated
David McReynolds as candidate
for Congress. I do not write
this merely as a matter of
news. I hope you will think it
is your business, whether or
not you live in the 19th Dis-
trict. Mr. McReynolds has long
been known as a Socialist who
is very deeply concerned about
Disarmament, Peace, and a
Sane Nuclear Policy, some of
the matters which have aroused
very deep interest in New York
in the past few months.

If you have this interest,
here is your chance to prove it
in an active way. It will be
necessary to get over 5,000 sig-
natures in the district to make
sure of Mr. McReynold’s nom-
ination. The job can be done
if enough people care. Can you
give any time at all between
now and September 5th to
canvass the neighborhood? Peo-
ple like you meet every eve-
ning at the home of Al Scott,
235 West 11th Street, at 6:30
p.m. to get lists of people on
whom to call. Can you come?
You do not have to live in the
district to be a canvasser.

If for any reason you cannot
get up and down stairs you
can do what I am going to do.

Send a check. Make it payable

to Albert Scott, campaign
treasurer.

I speak from long experience
when I say that nething you
can do for the cause of peace
will be as important as helping
to get many-signatures for Mr.
McReynolds® in the 19th Dis-
trict on the basis of the kind
of campaign he expects to run.
A large vote is the best way
to impress Congress, §

Norman Thomas
New York City

Our Smug

Labor Bureaucrats

Editor:

Have been covering CIO lo-
cals with Evelyn Sell and
Frank Lovell, Socialist Work-
ers Party candidates for U.S.
Senator and Governor respec-
tively. While the feminine ap-
peal of our Senatorial candi-
date frequently gets her on the
platforms of these local unions,
our male candidates seldom are
granted an opportunity.

While this apathy and ap-
parent lack of sympathy is no
new thing in the American
Labor movement, it is a sick-
ening attitude on the part of
the pie-card officers.

This writer can well re-
member, as an apprentice union
member of a Knights of Labor
union, the avid desire of union
members and their officers to

hear socialist candidates for

office talk.

Of course labor ‘was up in
arms in the late eighties and
the nineties over the vicious-
ness of the courts (a la Judge
Gary) and the attitude of the
politicians of that time. Never-
theless the unions of those days
were far more militant than
today, 70 years later. . . .

With the capitalist conspiracy
of the House un-American Ac-
tivities Committee, supposedly
temporary; and the Senatorial
labor investigating committees,
supposedly temporary; and the
huge appropriations sums in
the millions of dollars at the
disposal of the FBI and other
Washington police agencies; and
those professional politicians
elected by labor constantly vot-
ing these committees into be-
ing; one wonders when labor
unions will see the duplicity of
beth major parties.

Paul Dennie
Detroit

Count Your
Many Blessings

Editor: N

It may be claimed without
boasting that this nation has
the most efficient industrial
equipment of any in the world
(as yet) — That’s blessing No.
1.

It has a small minority of
“big, practical, brainy business

men” — That’s blessing No. 2.

“God in his infinite wisdom”
vouchsafed to place the owner-
ship of the country’s industry
in the hands of this minority
— Blessing No. 3.

Back in the tragic 1930’s,
when upward of 15 million
workers were patronizing bread
lines and soup kitchens, a
group of these BPBs who are
always solicitous for the in-
terests of*the common man met
in New York City to ponder
the puzzle of unemployment.
After profound study the unan-
imous opinion was reached that
the solution lay in the produc-
tion of armaments. Now it is
obvious that to produce arma-
ments is a dead waste unless
there is war. So we had World
War II and everybody had a
job even though it did mean
the killing off of many of our
best young manhood — Bless-
ing No. 4.

Every American worker en-
joys the “inalienable right to
work” — Blessing No. 5. But
by some hitch the BPBs not
only own the industrial ma-
chinery and through it control
the government, they also own
the jobs. “The tail goes with
the hide” — Blessing No. 6.

At this writing there are up-
ward of five million American
workers lugging their ‘“inalien-
able right to work” about as
they look for an opportunity to
earn a living.

But the sky is brightening.

The Middle East is on the
verge of explosion — Blessing
No. 7 (maybe). Soon you may
be in clover. \

American workers, count your
many blessings.

I. S. McCrillis
New Hampton, Ia.

On the 'Summit’
Editor:

Just finished reading in the
Aug. 4 issue of the Militant an
article on the summit meeting
by John Thayer. It kind of left
me wondering. Do you really
believe that such a meeting
would settle anything? Or that
the powers that have the weap-
ons could adjust or eliminate
the grievances of the Arab
people by discussion? There has
been so much discussion in the
UN, the talk-shop of the world
and glorified body of hypocrisy
and deceit, on Iran, Iraq and
the other parts of this particu-
lar and turbulent section of
the world. What did it come
tc? Iraq made a big step for-
ward in its development by
getting rid of the feudal re-
gime, no thanks to the UN or

summit conferences, but in
spite of it and against its
wishes. How this act of the

people of a small but strategic
country has exposed the hypoc-
risy of diplomacy of ‘all coun-
tries including  the Soviet

Union, if you please!

the

The dominating countries
want the status quo, so they
could use the economic squeeze
on smaller and less developed
countries and peoples, in the
dark of night and sometimes
also in broad daylight. The
Soviet Union is not exempted.
All you need is look at thd
“relations” with Yugoslavia. At
least what the capitalist coun-
tries are doing is in accord
with their principles and their
way of life. But what the
Soviet Union is doing, specific-
ally, in its desire for status quo
— is not in; accord either with
its principles or its future.

_Sandra B.
New York

A Vision in Verse

Through the tired years

of stifled spheres and desperate
eyes,

we are together —

and through the evolving times

of the inhuman wars of men

the ideals persevere,

to be destroyed

in the final Armageddon

or to be reborn in the red
flames of the Phoenix,

And then,

in the encompassing peace
of a new order

we shall be free

to love and to create.
Free from the links

loor

that have bound man
for time eternal —

from the primeaval cells
that he once was,

from the slave of scarcity
that he is.

And out of an infinite equality
freedom shall leave the realm
of )
abstraction to materialize into a
Way of life —
and I and our children,
you and our children,
you and our brothers
shall swell in a quiescent
wave of Peace on
to new horizons.
B. H.
Long Island, N. Y.

Advertisement

lusserism — Its' Role in Arab Revolution

makes it all too prone-to desert
to the other side when ever
any section of the masses push-
es its aspirations aggressively.

(4) Under these conditions
the peasaniry can find firm
support only in the working
class. Though but a small pro-
portion of the total population,
the working class in the eco-
nomically backward countries
is highly concentrated in those
modern industries introduced
by foreign cezpital or copied by
native capitalists. This gives it

a cohesiveness and striking
power in the anti-imperialist
struggle far beyond that of

any other classes in the coun-
try. The workers subscribe to
the national-independence ob-
jectives even when they are
put forth by the native cap-
italist class. For they sense that

a nationalist government in
struggle with their principal
exploiter — imperialism —

will necessarily have to rely on
the workers’ strength. It will
thus be far more subject to
their pressure thap would a
regime dominated from abroad.

WILL DO IT

The super-exploitation of the

workers in colonial countries
impels them toward a revolu-
tionary socialist program. A

propertyless class, having noth-
ing to lose but its chains, the
working class is prepared to
carry the national independence
struggle through by expropria=
tion of foreign-owned industry
and by supporting the peasants

in dividing the semi-feudal es-

tates.
If a native capitalist class

recoils from peasant land seiz-
it is thrown into virtual.

ures,
panic when it perceives
revolutionary drive of
working class, whose demands
moreover, confront it in its
own factories. Although at
times it may utilize working-
class aid, such as general strikes,
to force concessions from im-
perialism, it does its utmost to
keep these in controlled chan-
nels. In the last analysis, the
native capitalist class will line
up with imperialism when it
faces being swept away by a
workers’ revolution.

For

the

complete and lasting

victory, then, the national lib-.

eration fight must come under
the leadership of the working
class and must prevail over the
native capitalists, the feudal
landowners and imperialism. If
the workers fail to assume the
leadership, for lack of a revo-
lutionary party or due to be-
trayal by the party in which
they place their confidence,

they suffer an extremely bloody’

defeat. And the mnational inde-

the

pendence struggle and peasant

rmovement lose with them.

Thus definitive victory over
imperialism comes
through the fighting alliance of
workers and peasants in which
the working class plays the
guiding role. It results in the
creation of a workers’ state
guaranteeing the peasantry di-
vision of the land. It is con-
solidated through the introduc-
tion of nationalized industry
and planning. The victorious
national revolution culminates
in a socialist revolution.

Such are the dynamics of the
national independence struggle

as analyzed in Trotsky’s theory’

of the Permanent Revolution,
presented above in outline. It
best explains, I believe, the
specific role which the Nasser
regime plays in the national
independence and unification
movement of the Arab people.

(First of two articles)

Advertisement

The Permanent

Revelution

BY LEON TROTSKY
(Only a few copies left)
$3.50

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.
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Both 'peace and civil liberties got a

boost when over 100 people participated

in a Walk for Peace through the streets
of downtown Minneapolis on Aug. 9 to
demand an end of nuclear bomb testing.

- The march was organized to commemor-

ate the thirteenth anniversary of the

~dropping of the first atom bomb on Hiro-

shima. Typical placards carried by the
demonstrators read “No More Hiro-
shimas,” “Ban Nuclear Arms Now,” “Pro-
duce for Peace — Not for War.”

. The Walk was originally scheduled
for Saturday, August 2, but was called
off when Mayor P. K. Peterson refused
to grant a parade permit to the demon-
strators until they had gone through a

security check to determine that they

were not “subversive.” Peterson based
his action on a 1934 ordinance (passed in
the middle of the famous Minneapolis
truck driver’s strike) by which the Mayor
can deny a permit for a parade he con-
siders ‘“subversive to the public peace.”
Peterson told the Minneapolis Tribune
(Aug. 5), “You can say that I believe in
the principle of free speech and freedom
of expression and that, except for sub-
versives, people should be allowed to
have their say even though we may dis-
agree with them.”

The August 6 Minneapolis Star print-
ed a lead editorial denouncing Peterson’s
action. It said in part: “Mayor Peterson

. has announced as an article of his faith

the proposition that freedom of speech is
the right only of people who are not
‘subversives.” And Socrates aiming his
pointed, loaded questions at Athens’s
status quo, was surely a subversive. As
were Copernicus, Galileo, Rousseau, Lu-
ther, Milton and other like giants of

. history ‘subversive’ in the eyes of many

Is Peace 'Subversive'?

By Tom Leonard

of their contemporaries. Nor let us forget
Sam Adams, Thomas Paine and Thomas
Jefferson from our own early history, and
Eugene Debs of a later date.” The edi-
torial went on to say, “There is no philo-

. sophical or legal justification for trying

to prevent communists or other heretics
from preaching their pagticular doc-
trines.”

"This kind of publicity finally forced
the mayor to grant a parade permit al-
though at the last minute the right of
the peace walkers to distribute leaflets
as they marched was challenged. But
this did not stop their distributing.

The Peace Walk made up of pacifists,
Quakers, socialists and other opponents
of nuclear testing, paraded in the center
of the street through downtown Minne-
apolis, distributing leaflets along the way.
There were no incidents and the feeling
of the demonstrators was that the on-
lookers were attentive and friendly. A
number of university students joined the
walk and at one point, several people
openly applauded.

When the marchers had circled back
to their starting point in front of the
Minneapolis auditorium, they were ask-
ed by Arthur Sternberg, a leading paci-
fist, if they were willing to participate
in a similar action in St. Paul. Everyone
present agreed and another peace walk
is being planned for that city. ’

Extensive coverage was given to the
demonstration by the press, radio and
television, which reached a wide audience
with the demand that nuclear testing be
halted immediately. In addition, the
walkers opened up the streets of Minne-
apolis for opposing viewpoints for the
first time in many years by challenging
Mayor P. K. Peterson’s use of the phony
“parade permit ordinance.”

Admiral Hyman Rickover, according

' to an expert on the national scene, is one

man who “beat the system,” that is, he
beat the Navy — the Navy Big Brass. By
this was meant, evidently, that Rickover
had not only forced it to build a nuclear-
powered submarine, but had also manag-
ed to get pushed forward for the plaudits
for this accomplishment.

. The naval officers’ caste, like any
such social formation, is first of all intent
upon building a “good life” for itself.
And, of course, it has certain canons of
inclusion and exclusion. These bar not
only Jews from its topmost circles but
all individuals not originally sprung from
“good Anglo-Saxon stock” or, at least,
north-European stock. Such ill-born types
are looked askance at even in the junior

- grades Naval Reserve and the Navy into

which they penetrated due to the “de-
plorable” wartime lowering of social
standards. Heaven forbid that they tread
the hallowed foredeck precincts. Let them
serve in the grease and smoke, in the
galley, or at desks — but the shining ad-
mirals’ uniforms and the big ceremonial
occasions are not for the likes of them.
For a Jew like Rickover, as in most
such social formations, there is a special
place: he can serve with the grinds, the
be-spectacled ones, those who are left

.with the problems, with the computa-

tions. There, along with other social
squares, who don’t “look right” in uni-
form or whose names don’t “sound right,”
he had little choice but to learn what

‘The Rickover Story

By M. Butler

could make the Navy tick.

The Navy Brass has an ambidextrous
way toward such people. With one hand
they spurn their efforts “to belong” by
serving; with the other they hastily ap-
propriate any of their achievements that
pay off — then thrust forward one of
their own to take the credit. Our whole
social system, after all, is one of appro-
priation, so even here the Navy Brass is
displaying no inventiveness. Indeed, it
best demonstrates its fighting function in
such cases where its own caste interests
are involved.

What is real and enduring in the
Rickover story has been the thrusting
aside, the affronts he has undergone. His
promotion to admiral — not by the Navy,
but against the Navy, the belated show
of honors, have been grudging, trumped-
up, and illusory. He and his type still
may have .a place in the rear corners,

with the problems, the computations; the |

places out front are still reserved for the
“officers and gentleman” in the meticulous
white uniforms.

The politicians, more sensitive to the
popular mind, subscribe to the belief that
an occasional bright Jew, like an Oppen-
heimer or Rickover, is handy to have
around. But they only touch up the basic
picture a little. Just as they dumped the
one to give freer play to their H-bomb
world outlook, now while the memory of
Sputnik is still fresh, they try to reas-
sure the public by patting the other on
the back.

...Gov. Faubus Set to Defy Court

+Association for
.ment of Colored People, stated

- (Continued from Page 1)
Faubus intends to instigate.
Most effective pressure of all,
however, was the President’s
shameful call for a slowdown
of integration, made the day
before the Supreme Court took
up the case.

A court victory on Little
Rock can only be a defensive
victory for the Negro people.
It will in no case mean a speed-
ing up of integration. At most
it will give a legal basis for
maintaining the present pace,
which has slowed almost to a
halt. As Thurgood Marshall,
chief counsel of the National
the Advance-

over TV Aug. 31: “If we slow
down any more, we will be
going backward.”

How desegregation has slow-

.ed may be seen from the fol-

lowing figures: of school dis-
iricts beginning any integration

whatsoever: 1954-55-56, 450 dis-
tricts: 1956-57, 260 districts:
1957-58, 67 districts; this (1958-
£9) school year saw only 27
districts scheduled to begin in-
tegration, but most of them
have backed out under the in-
fluence of Little Rock.

Of 3,008 school districts in
the South, border states, and
District of Columbia, with chil-
dren of both races, only 777
have done any integrating
whatsoever. None in the Deep
South and only a few in the
Mid South. Of 2,300,000 Negro
school children supposed to
have been granted equality in
education in 1954, only 375,000
are today in “integrated situ-
ations.” That doesn’t mean they
are integrated. It means they
are in districts where some in-
tegration exists. For example,
in Nashville 11 Negro students
were integrated last year, so
statistically the district’s other

... Buffalo Wilson Campaign

(Continued - from Page 1)
and photographers, resulted in
his sending a telegram to Gov.
Folsom and issuing a statement
to the 700,000 citizens of this
city urging them to follow his
example.

The visit to City

Hall was

~fully reported in the two daily

papers, the weekly Negro pa-
pers, and received a thorough
coverage on local TV and ra-
dio stations. WGR-TV made it
the second most important

news item of the day and
showed films taken during the
visit to the mayor. The films
and the commentary, giving a
detailed account of the -case
and the work of the Save Jim-
my Wilson Committee, were re-
peated during the evening.

With the deadline for aclion
by the Alabama authorities ap-
proaching ever closer, the com-
mittee is redoubling its efforts
to save Jimmy Wilson.

1,300 Negro children, still in
Jim Crow schools, are listed as

being in an “integrated situ-
ation.”
By the most generous esti-

mates perhaps 232,000 Neg:o
children in these 777 districts
are actually in the same school
with white students. Those who
are actually in the same class-
rooms is a much smaller number.
Thus well over two million of
the 2,300,000 Negro children,
supposedly affected by the 1954
Supreme Court decision, have
not yet in fact been affected by
it. Probably the ngmber is
much larger.

The outcome of the struggle
shaping up at Lit{le Rock is
crucial because symbolically
and psychologically it has be-
come the test case. It already
is setting legal precedents. For
example, a federal court order
to integrate 17 Negro students
in Norfolk, Va., was made con-
tingent on the outcome of the
current Little Rock case.

Even if the Supreme Court
does not buckle or compromise
on the Little Rock case — the
decisive fight still lies ahead
for the Negro people and their
allies. Faubus, like Gov. Al-
mond of Virginia, threatens to
close the schools. Eisenhower
has already expressed his fright
of such a clearly unconstitu-
tional move. The administra-
tién’s only preparation has been
o &ppease the racists in ad-
vance by hiring federal mar-
shals, considered less objection-
able than federal troops.
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Policy Fight
In Chicago
NAAGP

CHICAGO Rank-and-file
resentment against locat of-
ficials of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of
Colored People has burst into
the open. An overflow member-
ship meeting on Aug. 22 re-
versed a decision by the city
branch’s executive board to dis-
solve neighborhood units and
elected a steering committee to
carry, on the fight for a demo-
cratic and effective NAACP in
Chicago.

Relations between the neigh-
borhood units and officials of
the city branch have steadily
deteriorated during the past
year. The units felt that these
officials were stymying their
efforts to carry on activity.
UNITS HARASSED

The branch officials demand-
ed that every action of the
neighborhood groups receive
prior approval — down to such
picayune matters as the word-
ing of letters sent to the edi-
tors of the daily newspapers
and contracts with printers for
invitations to neighborhood af-
fairs — to the point where the
effective functioning of units
was becoming impossible. In a
number of instances major ac-
tivities on housing and civil
rights undertaken by units
were ordered stopped by the
branch on grounds that the

units were exceeding their
authority. '

While the units were being
reprimanded for undertaking
such actions, the city-wide

committee responsible for de-
veloping programs and projects
never met. Thus problems and
proposals submitted by units
to the branch inevitably died.
Requests for a meeting to clar-
ify relations between units and
the city branch officials were
equally unavailing.

On Aug. 19 a majority of the
city executive board — with-
out prior notification or dis-
cussion — voted dissolution of
the units, effective immediately.
The newspapers were informed
of this “disciplinary” action be-
fore the units were. The execu-

tive board action occurred
while several of its members
known to support the units

were out of town, It is charged,

Labor Day Marchers for Peace

Labor Day in Detroit saw a sizable crowd of demon-
strators for peace march down Woodward Ave., the city's
main thoroughfare, carrying posters and distributing leaflets
calling for an end to H-bomb testing and withdrawal of
American troops from abroad. The demonstrators — or-
ganized by the Detroit Peace Action Committee — chose

the city’'s annual Labor Day parade,

in which tens of

thousands of organized workers participated, to bring their
message to a large segment of the population. They marchéed

right past the reviewers’

stand,

where Gov. G. Mennen

Williams, Sen. Patrick McNamara and other officials were

seated. The committee,

with headquarters at 13440 Mc-

Dougall Ave., will hold a meeting Sept. 22, to discuss future

activities,

moreover, that some of those
voting at the board meeting
were not entitled to vote. The
board also voted to abolish the
post of public relations direc-
tor and fire the incumbent, Rob-
ert Birchman.

Three days later these mat-
ters were reported to the
NAACP membership meeting
as part of a report of the ex-
ecutive committee. A motion
te separate out the contested
issues for discussion and sep-
arate vote was arbitrarily de-
clared out of order by local
president, Theodore Jones. This
ruling was challenged from the
floor. But Jones refused to en-
tertain the challenge which
would have allowed the mem-
bers to vote his ruling up or
down.

RULES VIOLATED

For nearly two hours the
meeting seethed as a half-doz-
en motions were made, but all
were summarily refused by the
chairman. In vain did members
refer him to the NAACP con-
stitution and to Roberts Rules
of Order, by which the organ-
ization is governed. Finally
Jones proclaimed the meeting
adjourned and left.

But the]

meeting refused to be adjourn-
ed. The members unanimously
elected Rev. T. J. Griffin chair-
man and proceeded with the
meeting. It was voted unani-
mously to continue the neigh-
borhood units and to ask the
executive board to reconsider
its abolition of the post of pub-
licity director.

A coordinating committee,
headed by Rev. T. J. Griffin
and composed of those mem-
bers of the executive board who
had voted against the units’
dissolution, was elected. It has
appealed to the NAACP na-
tional office for support. It has
also sent a letter detailing the
situation to all mebers of the
Chicago NAACP, which says in
closing:

“We feel . . . that the task
of building the NAACP is so
important that we cannot sit
by quietly hoping for the best
from Mr. Jones. We have al-
ready been warned o expect
a re@-baiting attack. Nor do we
know what action may come
from the national office. We
therefore urge each of you to
remain on the alert and to at-
tend every regular and called
meeting of the organization.”

British

Racists

Incite Attacks
On Negroes

NOTTINGHAM, England — Overnight, this quiet and
prosperous city has become Britain’s Little Rock. Knives
were drawn, razors flashed and bottles were thrown in

last week-end’s
which 1,000 colored and white
people were involved.

The riot was the culmination
of trouble that had been brew-
ing for several weeks.

About 2,000 colored workers
live in the St. Ann's Well
Road area, a dismal district of
old houses and cobbled streets.

They have been received with
a mixture of tolerance and
prejudice by the old inhabi-
tants. But although the colored
population here has steadily in-
creased, there has never been
any outbreak of violence before.
BEGAN TO BE MOLESTED

Two or thrée weeks ago,
however, colored people began
to be molested.

On one occasion three or four
white youths demanded cig-
arettes from a young colored
worker, who was forced to turn
out his pockets; other colored
men have been badgered in
pubs about the color of their
skin and otherwise insulted.

Two weeks ago a group of
young colored lads were beaten
up by white youths in the
same area. :

I asked Mr. Roy White, a
prominent member of the col-
ored community if the riot had
come as a surprise. :

“Not exactly,” he replied,
“Although there have been no
previous incidents in Notting-
ham, I am not altogether sur-
prised.

"It would appear to me that
posibly some members of some
anti-racial movement had come
from outside the town to stir
up race prejudice.”

Mr. White did not think that
unemployment or housing was
a major cause of the trouble,
although he recognized that
both problems presented diffi-
culties for colored workers.
(About 430 colored men are un-
employed out of a total Not-
tingham unemployment figure
of about 2,000.)

"The Shook-Up Generation”

By Constance Farr

Harrison Salisbury, best
known as a foreign correspon-
dent, recently wrote a remark-
able series of articles on juv-
enile delinquency in New York
City, entitled ““The Shook-up
Generation.” (Now available in
pamphlet form for ten cents
in coin from the N.Y. Times.)
First, he takes up the compo-
sition of the gangs — teenagers
from 11 to 20 years of age. the
majority 15 to 17, who band
together for defense and com-
radeship. “The gang is youth’s
last-ditch answeér to adult pres-
sures and conflicts far beyond
juvenile powers of diagnosis or
resolution ., . Because gangs
are a product of social deter-
ioration, they are found in more
vicious form in slums and areas
of deprivement. But gangs and
gang conduct may also occur in
better-income areas.”

The author first visits a typ-
ical gang called the Cobras. He
shows us that its composition is
determined by geography, not
race, religion or nationality
beckground. If a housing pro-
ject or neighborhood is largely
of one race or nationality, so
is the gang. If the neighborhood
is mixed, the gang is too.

The typical gang is ruled by
a clique which makes all the
decisions. The leader is the one
with the most “heart.” Heart
is courage. As one boy defined
it, “Man, he has heart! He isn’t
afraid of anything or anybody.
He will do absolutely anything.
If he has to fight five against
one, he'll fight five against one.
He's a butcher, man. If you
need someone to pull the trig-
ger, he’ll pull the trigger.™
HOW THEY OPERATE

Salisbury describes their dis-

tinctive “uniforms,” weapons,
including cars used for sudden
raids into “enemy” territory

and even to run down rivals on
the sidewalk. He lists what are
considered provocations to a
fight, their sexual mores, use
of liquor, the way they dance
(not rock and roll) and the
terrible danger during the sum-
mer vacation, which is the
peak time of conflict.

Also sketched are the per-
sonalities of typical members.
For instance, a leader, Vincent,
who is from Puerto Rico. His

case shows how the need of
physical and psychological se-
curity underlie the gang phe-
nomenon. Vincent hates Man-
hattan and loves Brooklyn, be-
cause in Brooklyn the streets
aré curved and ‘“you can al-
ways run somewhere. You can
get away.” He quit Aviation
High School a day before
graduation when he learned he
couldn’t get a certificate be-
cause he had a police record.
“Vincent is bitter about this.

He says the police charge was,

”

false.” He now feels he might
as well do something wrong
and get a record of his own,
“At least then I'll be sent up
for something I did myself.”
Vincent cannot imagine that
there are people in New York
City who travel freely from
one neighborhood to another
without molestation. Fighting
just seems inevitable to him.
As for ambition, since he can’t
be an airplane mechanic, “it
doesn’t make much difference.”
Many of the gang members,
feeling trapped in the desperate
and dangerous life of gang
wars, look forward to entering
the Army at 17, as “a means
of breaking out of the «desper-
ate circle in which they exist.”
But many are rejected because
of police records or bad health.
In portraying individual gang
members, the author shows that
though often neat and well
dressed, they are ‘shook-up”
inside, living in fear of violent
death, and in despair of ever
achieving a stable life. They
watch horror movies and read
Confidential magazine. Most
have no home life, no regular
meals, no adult who can help
them. Some have families who
worry about them but who are
so swamped with other prob-
lems that they are ineffectual
in guiding their children.
HOUSING PROJECTS
Not only the century-old
tenements of the lower East
Side, the brownstone barrens
of the upper West Side, and
the slums of East Harlem pro-
duce the stresses which mark
New York’s “shook-up” genera-
tion, but even the new low-
rent public housing projects.
Projects, intended to alleviate
the social ills of bad housing,
under bureaucratic, unimagina-

tive -administration, have often
intensified old evils and created
new ones. For example, the law
stipulates that families whose
incomes rise even slightly must
be evicted from low-rent pro-
jects, thus creating a shifting
population in them. More and
more are becoming catch basins
for that section of the working
class that is either completely
pauperized or whose members
have in despair given up at-
tempts for betterment. Even
before the present recession,
Salisbury found in one housing
project, 25% of the tenants
were on relief and that the
community was deprived of the
“normal quota of human tal-
ents needed for self-organiza-
tion, ‘self-discipline and self-
improvement.” In one Brooklyn
project, for example, the ele-
vators are used as toilets by
the children, while the tenants,
unable to cope with this abuse,
climb the stairs.

Even the most ramshackle
slum will have its own social
structure, leadership,.group re-
lationships. These are obliter-
ated when neighborhoods are
razed . in slum-clearance pro-
grams. In the new low-cost
housing projects, the bureau-
cratic administration makes no
provision for aiding the de-
velopment of a new community
pattern, which at best would
be slow-growing. The gangs
are an attempt to create out
of the chaos a pattern of life,
but are unrestrained because
the adults have not been able
to establish their own social
structure which could influence
or control the gangs. Salisbury

describes the Fort Greene
Houses in Brooklyn as “a
$20,000,000 slum.” For “the

slums have been shut up with-
in new brick and steel. The
horror and deprivation have
been .immured behind those
cold new walls.”

In some areas of the city
there are no recreation facili-
ties for the youth. In the heart
of the Bedford-Stuyvesant dis-
trict of Brooklyn, there are not
even any churches, except the
store-front variety. Yet when
the police, now heavily concen-
trated in this -area, spot six or
seven adolescents on a street
corner, they order them to

move on, “often with the en-
couragement of night sticks.”

Housing projects evict fam-
ilies whose youngsters get into
police trouble. But keeping
them out of trouble is impos-
sible for the parents. The chil-
dren consider home a prison.
Even if they want to stay off
the streets, there is no privacy
in a crowded apartment. Often
they can’'t even go to bed —
there is someone sitting on it.

Salisbury says, “The school
is the most stable social insti-
tution which the children en-
counter.” Many principals and
teachers are earnestly trying to
help unruly and disturbed stu-
dents. But with three shifts in
some schools, it is difficult
merely to keep track of the
pupils. When schools double or
triple the shifts, delinquency
always rises. “More children
are free on the streets with idle
hours and idle hands.” As for
expelling unruly students,
“Kicking the kids into the
streets creates wolf packs.”

Yet the tools and methods
for helping disturbed young-
sters are at hand. New York
has the skills, techniques, spec-
ialists' and agencies capable of
solving the problems of the
“shook-up” generation. But “no
comprehensive, coordinated, vig-
orous effort is being made to
apply — on a city-wide, year-
in-year-out basis known
methods for improving the con-
duct of the young.”

Salisbury concludes that the
participation of ordinary citi-
zens is “feeble.” The average
individual feels his efforts
would be futile.

In other words, the situation
cries out for planning and co-

ordination — not for “social
mechanisms . . . so busy pro-
tecting vested interests that

they lose track of the good of
the child.”

A full solution must go even
beyond what Salisbury recom-
mends. The whole society in
which children grow up must
be changed, so that the "brutal,
non-family, morally deficient,
transient environment” is re-
placed by one where all adulis
feel a responsibility for all
children and where the rights
and needs of young people are
understood and respected.

rioting, in

“l would say the trouble
stems from racial prejudice.”
Mr. White added.

The colored people point out
that some of them have worked
and lived here, as other work-
ers do, for up to ten or twelve
years. ) d

They are employed in the
pits, in engineering factories,
on the buses. They have houses
and families and are members
of their trade union and in
some cases of the Labor Party.
ON PICKET LINES

Relations between the white
and colored workers have, on
the whole, been good. Notting-
ham and District Trades Coun-
cil fought for and won the
right of colored workers to be

employed as conductors and
drivers on the Corporation
Transport.

Last year many colored work-
ers in the city took part in the
country bus strike and stood on
the picket lines with their
white brothers.

Color bar incidents in dance
halls and pubs have-been over-
come with little trouble and
the 4,000 or so colored people
have been accepted; a relation-
ship which they want to con-
tinue. ,

But now they are afraid that
other incidents will take place.
A West African miner told me
that recently he had had visits
from the police on all sorts of
pretexts,

On one occasion he was
roughly ordered to remove a
car from the front of his house,
although the car was not his
and he did not know who the
owner was.

More recently, a white per-
son called at his house for
lodging, but on discovering that
the house was occupied by a
Negro, became insulting to the
miner’s wife, a young English
girl.

AFRAID

She is now afraid to open
the door and is too nervous to
allow her two ehildren out of
doors unaccompanied.

Another West African, also
a miner, expressed surprise
that the attack came from the
ycuth,

“All the time we have been
here,” he said, “in my case
over ten years, the young peo-
ple have always been friendly.
Someone has influenced them
to do this thing.”

Some of the colored people
talked about speeches made by
Lt.-Col. J. K. Cordeaux, Tory
Member of Parliament for Not-
tingham Central, on the Mar-
ket Square, where he is re-
ported to have opposed the im-
migration of West Indians, Af-
ricans and Indians to Britain.
SPREAD HATE

They consider that these
speeches have fanned the
flames of race hatred, as has
one speech made recently in
Parliament when he referred
to “Indian parasites.”

Two days after the rioting
the area was still heavily pa-
trolled by police on foot, and
mounted . police and police cars
roamed the streets.

There was an air of tension,
but one saw nevertheless col-
ored and white workers walk-
ing and chatting together and
colored children and white chil-
dren playing on the pavements,
the best of friends.

[Reprinted from the Aug. 30
Newsletter, a British socialist
weekly.]
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