United Socialist
Slate Will Build
Fight for Peace

By Harry Ring
The call for a New York conference to put a United
Independent-Socialist ticket on the state ballot has stimu-

lated a vigorous discussion i

n the radical movement. So

far the strongest statement of¢
opposition to the project has
come from the Communist
Party in the form of two state-
ments in the Worker by Ben
Davis. (See excerpts page two.)

The initiators of the move-
ment for a united socialist
ticket have put forward a clear-
cut - proposition. They want to
see the/maximum number of
socialist groupings and inde-
pendents campaign against the
Republicans and Democrats on
the great issues facing labor,
the Negro people, the family
farmer and small business man.

To secure peak firing power
on a minimum socialist plat-
form, they are recommending
the nomination of a full slate
of candidates for the major
offices. These include U.S. sen-
ator, governor, lieutenant-gov-

T
Calif. Independent

Polls 400,000
(See Page 2)

ernor, comptroller and attorney
general.
WANTS ‘COALITION’

Davis opposes nominating a
full slate of candidates and he
opposes adoption of a socialist
platform. He argues: “In equat-
ing a wunited socialist ticket
with effective independent po-
litical action in the present sit-
uation, they’re really withdraw-
ing from the political main-
stream into militant isolation.”
The Communist Party, he says,
favors “a broad coalition policy
which could attract workers

and voters in both major parties
to certain independent candi-
dacies, irrespective of their
views on socialism.”

On the basis of its “coalition”
line, the CP favors supporting
lebor-endorsed capitalist poli-
ticians. In the 1958 election,
this boils down to supporting
the Democratic Governor Har-
riman, in his bid for'reelection.
By favoring ‘‘certain indepen-
dent candidacies,” the CP
means it may consider support-
ing one or two independent can-
didates for offices other than
governor as a means of pro-
jecting “issues” in the cam-
paign.

Such a course would repeat
on a state-wide basis the CP
policy in the 1957 mayoralty
election in New York City. In
that election the CP supported
Tammany’s candidate, Wagner,
for reelection on the Liberal
Party line even though there
was a socialist candidate in the
field namely, Joyce Cow-
ley of the Socialist Workers
Party. To project “issues,” the
CP ran Elizabeth Gurley Flynn
for City Council on a platform
of immediate demands that ig-
nored the issue of socialism.
The campaign was so designed
as not to take votes away from
Wagner.

SENTIMENT EXISTS

In arguing against the pro-
posal for genuine independence,
Davis admits there is senti-
n#ent for a break from the cap-
italist machines in the labor
and Negro movement. He states
there is growing support for
an end to nuclear tests and

(Continued ¢» Page 2)
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formed to press for action.

sorority, which chartered a nine
their guests and chaperons to

inside the train, but many, in

youths. Twenty Negro teenage

lieved the attack was an “orga

of the National Association for

Racist Mob Attacks

A mass meeting in Philadelphia, June 4, demanded justice
for, 370 Negro teenagers whose Memorial Day picnic was
broken up by bloody attacks by over 1,000 white racists at
Forrest Park in Chalfone, Pennsylvania! A committee was

The picnic was sponsored by Delta Phi Tau, a high school

grounds outside Philadelphia. In the late afternoon bands of
white racists, mostly male adults, began attacking Negroes in
various parts of the park, using baseball bats, knives and
broken bottles. Local police did not interfere and the attacks
lasted about two hours until state troopers arrived.

During the attacks, most of the Negroes sought refuge

and severely injured. The windows in every car of the train
were smashed by rocks and bottles hurled by the racists, who
also beat several white persons who attempted to aid Negro

juries ranging from skull fractures and stab wounds to bruises.
Robert Dillard, adult sponsor of the sorority, said he be-

ined to keep the park “lily white.,” The Philadelphia branch

People has demanded an investigation.

nic .in Pa.

-car train to take its members,
the privately-operated picnic

cluding girls, were ambushed

rs were hospitalized with in-
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J. Kutcher
Wins Pay
From Gov't

On June 4 the Court of
Claims in Washington, D. C.,
ordered federal authorities to
pay legless veteran James
Kutcher his back pay. Kuicher,
fired by the witch hunters in
1948 from the Veterans Admin-
istration for open and avowed

membership in the Socialist
Workers Party, was restored to

his job by court order on
June 6, 1956. Even so, the
“loyalty” probers of the Jus-

tice Department dragged out
their persecution of him for
two more years by claiming
that the government could not
pay him back wages because
of the SWP membership.

This ridiculous pretense could
not stand up in court and so
with ill-grace the U.S. General
Accounting Office now has to
give Kutcher the $13,589.94
specified in the judgment sign-
ed by the court. This sum, as
is customary in such cases, has
already had deducted from it
federal withholding tax.

BACK PAY
AT $42 A WEEK

Kutcher’s original back-pay
suit was for over $20,000, the
actual amount of wages he lost
by his eight years of enforced
unemployment, since he would:
have received wage increases
for seniority as well as the
general wage raises given gov-
ernment employes during that
period. Unfortunately, Court of
Claim precedents are unequi-
vocal in denying such true re-
muneration to claimants. The
Court has long ruled that a
successful claimant is entitled
only to the~wage he was re-
ceiving at time of discharge —
in Kutcher’s case $42 a week..

The Court of Claims judg-
ment completes Kutcher’s string
of victories against the witch
hunt. His ten-year struggle not
only redressed the injustices
done him personally, but set
legal precedents important in
the struggle to reestablish civil
liberties and helped mobilize

(Continued on Page 4)

Democratic Party Flays GOP
For Not Stepping Up Cold War

By Daniel Roberts
Socialist Workers Candidate
For U.S. Senator from N.J.
From time to time I hear it

said that the Democratic Party
is more pro-peace than the Re-
publican Party. But a reading
of the first pamphlet of a
series of ten on “Foreign and
Military Policy for Peace and
Security” issued by the Ad-
visory Council of the Demo-
cratic National Committee,
shows once again that there is
no truth to the claim.

The Council, which vrepre-
sents the liberal Democrats;
flays the Republican Adminis-
tration, all right, but not be-
cause it wages the cold war.
It denounces Eisenhower, Dul-
les, Nixon and company as
everything but traitors to
America for not prosecuting
the cold war vigorously enough.
It seems that in pursuit of a
balanced budget the Republi-
cans have skimped on military
outlays (they spent a paltry
$45 ‘billion ,last year), and in
general they have shown lack
of leadership in meeting the
Soviet “peril.” The Democrats
stand ready to correct all that.

Their leadership would pro-
vide the country with (1) more
arms; (2) policies that “will
call on all of us to forego things
we would like to hgve” in
order to arm the country to
the teeth.

The Republicans, so runs the
Democratic indictment, have
been asleep at the switch and
have allowed the Soviet Union
to expand their economy stu-

.against the young

pendously without doing any-
thing about it. After piling up
statistic on statistic of Soviet
production growth designed to
shock the reader into instant
readiness to forego things he’d
like to have, the Advisory
Council unexpectedly declares
“None of us begrudge the Rus-
sians their economic growth.”
Oh no? Then why all the com-
motion?

As a matter of plain fact,
the Democratic high command
— and the Republican, too —
does begrudge the Russian$
their economic growth., That's
what the cold war is all about.

Right from the start in 1917,
these Big Business politicians
fought the revolution of the
Russian workers and peasants
that- abolished capitalism and

landlordism and thus laid the
basis for Soviet economic
growth. The U.S. government

(with the liberal Democrats in
office) intervened militarily
Soviet Re-
public in conjunction with al-
most all other capitalist pow-
ers. That was grudge with a
vengeance. The capitalists have
kept it up ever since.

They “begrudged” the Chin-
ese people their socialist revo-
lution — source of China’s pre-
sent economic growth by
giving the tyrant Chiang Kai-
shek $6 billion worth of arms
and credits to fight il. They
“begrudge” the appeal the So-
viet economy has for the peo-
ples of Asia and Africa. And
they cry panic and alarm at
every new indication that the

Soviet economy is viable and
highly progressive, whereas the
retrograde’ character of capital-
ism shows up in its depression
tendencies and in the fact that
it keeps underdeveloped areas
of the world mired in back-
wardness.

The “grudging” attitude of
U.S. Big Business and its Demo-
cratic and Republican poli-
ticians to every Soviet techno-
logical success marks them as
implacable foes of the Soviet
working people. (Their readi-
ness to impose belt-tightening
sacrifices at home for war
marks: them as implacable
enemies of the American work-
ing people, too.)

It is true that the Soviet
workers want tg get rid of the
Stalinist bureaucrats that op-
press them, mismanage the
economy and gobble up so
huge a portion of the national
wealth. And the workers will
do so — no question whatever
about it. But they want no re-
turn to capitalism. They don’t
want “liberation” at the point
of American bayoncts. They
are sold on the Soviet economic
system. They want to create

socialist democracy on its foun-
dations. -
Unlike the Democrats and

the Republicans, we socialists
don’t begrudge the Soviet work-
ing people their economic sys-
tem. We- hail its progress. And
we pledge the peoples of the
Soviet bloc our friendship
against the cold-war policies of
the Democratic and Republican
parties.

The Spirit of 37

As the UAW began operating without auto coniracts this month, the chairman ©f a meeting of UAW Local 659 com-
mitteemen at the Chevrolet plants in Flint, Michigan — where the crucial 1937 sit-down  strikes like that pictured above
occurred — said: “It is obvious that Management is taking this opportunity in ,an attempt to bust our Union. I say let ‘em
try it. The ‘old timers’ did it in ‘37 and by all that's holy, we will do it in '58.”

short-lived.

observers excuse Reuther’s

fastest on record. . .

As the auto corporatio.ris take advantage of the  re-
cession to turn down the demands of the auto workers
and launch an offensive against their working conditions,
United Auto Worker President Walter Reuther is follow-
ing a policy of retreat. This strategy, as clearly stated
by Reuther during the special UAW convention last
January, is based on the hope that the recession will be

Implied in Reuther’s course is the idea that the
workers cannot expect to make gains, or even to hold
their own in a period of recession such as this one. Some

strategy saying that®he is

simply stalling until new model cars are introduced when
a strike would be more effective than now.

But Reuther has alreadv pared the unijon’s demands
to the bone and has indicated that in the fall, if a reces-
sion continues, he will be content to settle for a minimum
contract and then await better times.

However, better times are a long way off according
to most experts. As the June 9 Christian Science Monitor
says: ‘“The economic decline in America is one of the
no one can say for sure when this
rapid decline can be checked.”

The staff of the Congressional Joint Economic Com-
mittee last week predicted unemployment would be at
least as high next winter as it was during the last one,

An Editorial

The Alternative To Refreat

and that under “less optimistic” assumptions, unemploy-

ment will rise to “as many

as 7,000,000” by next spring.

Neither the auto union nor the rest of the labor
movement can retreat much further without risking
smash-up. What is necessary to prevent this is serious

preparation for a real fight.

This means that the labor movement must adopt
demands capable of rallying the entire working class —
unemployed and employed, organized and unorganized —
behind labor’s banners, demands like 30 hours work for
40 hours pay. It means the development of a common
front of labor against the offensive of the corporations,

wide-spread material suppo
present, a coordinated and
all unions facing negotiation

rt for the auto workers at
uniform strike strategy for
s this year.

In short it means adoption of a policy of militant
class struggle. Short of that, the retreat will continue
and' cost the workers dearly in increased speed-up and

loss of purchasing power.

The key to a successful nationwide struggle against
the offensive of the corporations is political action. But
here too, the labor movement has been in retreat, forced
to fight rear-guard actions for ten years, and each year
it loses more ground to Taft-Hartley. The labor move-

ment will regain the offens

ive, and enjoy an immediate

increase in tits political influence, when it organizes a
nationwide labor party and fights for its interests un-

fettered by ties to big busin

ess politicians.

Hit Reuther
Inaction

DETROIT. June 9 — Two
things have become clear
after a week of operations
under no-contract conditions
in General Motors, Ford and
Chrysler. Reuther'’s
other cheek” strategy, sched-
uled to last until that indefinite
time when the inventory of
800,000 unsold cars is exhaust-
ed, can lead to the destruction
of the United Auto Workers
union as an effective instru-
ment of the auto workers.

It has become equally ob-
vious, however, that the UAW

rank and file — including most
of the secondary leadership —
will ,sooner or later rebel

against the suicidal policy of
the weak-kneed top brass of
the UAW.

Already on June 7, six hun-
dred Chrysler secondary lead-
ers, ranging from local presi-
dents to stewards, loudly de-
nounced demands by Interna-
tional Union officers to stay on
the job and accede to company
demands aimed at destroying
in-plant union representation
and at increasing speed-up.

COMPANY ATTACKS
The meeting was called over

disciplinary layoffs of from one
to three days for 300 stewards,
and in walkouts involving
5,400 workers on June 6 at
Chrysler’s Mack Avenue and
Plymouth plants in Detroit.
The company provocations
were:

(1) Chief stewards were re-
stricted to two hours and com-
mitteemen to five hours 'a day
to handle grievances. In the
past, both groups were allowed
up to eight hours. In addition

to do production work the first
hour of their shift,
hour after lunch, and the last
hour. (Pat Quinn, president of
Dodge Local 3, said of this: “It
is like scheduling a rhubarb in
a baseball game.” But this, of
course, is no ball game.)

(2) A company order
gone out reducing the numbeér
of chief stewards at Local 212’s
Mack Avenue plant from 102 to
46. (The local’s president, Ernie
Bruce declared: “We are going
to continue representing our
membership in the same way
we have since 1937.”)

(3) Chrysler corporation has
given notice of two changes in

beginning today. Omne would

eight with no reduction in out-
put.

(Continued on Page 3)

By George Lavan

JUNE 11 — The first week
and a half of de Gaulle’s re-
gime has been marked by two
features: (1) increased aggres-
siveness by the militarists and
racist colons [French settlers]
of Algeria and the extension
of their semi-fascist Committees
of Public Safety to France it-
self; and (2) further deteriora-
tion of opposition to the new
dictatorship on the part of the
liberals and labor leaders.

On his quick trip to Algeria
to tame the “ultras” [extrem-
ists] there, it was not France's
new “strong man” but ultra
leaders Soustelle and Massu
who carried the day. Their
demonstrated control of the
organized racists and the
troops proved far stronger than
de Gaulle’s much-touted “mys-
tique” and “spiritual mission.”
So the “strong man” was com-
pelled to emulate those politi-
cians of parliament whom he
so disdains and talk out of
both sides of his mouth. Master-

pieces of vagueness, his speech-
es were calculated to let all
sides hope that the hidden
meaning was acceptance of
their demands.

PROP FOR DE GAULLE

De Gaulle’s tactic towards the
militarists and colons of Al-
geria is to keep them as one
of the essential supports of his
regime — but to restrain and
control them. He does not want
to destroy them or their power
for this would be tantamount
to destroying his own dictator-
ship. He was able to gain the
other essential base for his dic-
tatorship — the support of the
center end the reformist par-
ties — only because of the fear
of the civil war. To eliminate
that threat would eliminate the
reason-for-being of the de
Gaulle dictatorship.

On the other hand, de Gaulle
must prevent the leaders of the
Algerian coup d’etat from dom-
inating him. This explains his
insistence on - gaining parlia-
mentary sanction for his dic-

tatorship and the prominence
of leaders of the traditional
parties in his window-dressing
cabinet. In this “legality” and
these parties and their fol-
lowings in the French popula-
tion he finds a counterbalance
to the militarists and colons.
This counterbalance is neces-
sary to de Gaulle’s efforts to
control the Algerian ultras.

TIGHT-ROPE ARTIST

In this lies the whole art of
a bonapartist ruler — using the
contending classes and forces
in society, playing them off one
against the other while still
maintaining the threat of civil
war so that his presence and
power as ‘“‘savior” continues to
be required.

Thus on his visit to Algeria
de Gaulle did not, as the lib-
cerals and reformists in Paris
had hoped, order the dissolu-
tion of the Committees of Pub-
lic Safety, nor even the resig-
nation of army officers from
them. He praised the coih=
mittees’ patriotism and merely

“invited” them to give up poli-
tics and turn to the work of
promoting French-Moslem re-
conciliation.

But the men of the Algiers
coup d’etat do mnot willingly
lend themselves o the role that
a bonapartist ruler intends for
them. Some believe they can
go further by military in-
vasion and civil war that they
hope to win in France as they
did in Algeria. Others havé no
faith in the life expectancy of
de Gaulle’s regime and look be-
yond to a full-fledged fascist
solution. Even those who feel
that at this stage they must
acquiesce to de Gaulle do not
wish to do so before they have
squeezed from him all they pos-
sibly can in-"the way of policy
commitments, posts and the
other spoils of the victory of
vhich they were the prime
movers.

MASSU’'S DEMANDS

In his testing of strength be-
tween the men of Algiers and
de Gaulle, the former have

Algeria Militarists Put Heat on De Gaulle

ness. From the first they made
bold public criticisms of the
“discredited politicians” in de

end to the whole “rotten sys-
tem” of parliamentary democ-
racy. On June
General Massu had the Com-
mittee of Public Safety of the

calling for the end of political
parties in France,
theire of a ‘“real government of
public safcty,” and postponing
the next
elections in Algeria which de
Gaulle had announced would
prove the equality of French
and Moslems. Massu secured

which is a scarcely- veiled at-
tack on dee Gaulle’s current
policy, by General Raoul Sa-
lan, whose power as military
and civil ruler of Algeria, seized
in the coup d’etat, had been
confirmed by de Gaulle but a
few days before. The resolu-

(Continued on Page 3)
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grants there is dissatisfaction
over the failure of either party
to take effective anti-recession
.action. He acknowledges that
the widespread support in Har-
lem for Adam Clayton Powell
against the Democratic and
Liberal machines is an impor-
tant manifestation of opposition
to the Jim Crow politics of the

" Democratic bosses. His conclu-

sion? We should tail-end the
{Liberal Party on a state-wide
basis!

Davis sees those who propose
a socialist campaign on the is-
sues as “moving in a narrow,
sectarian direction.” Why? Be-
cause the movement they hope
to . initiate doesn’t have the’
scope of a mass breakaway
from the capitalist parties.

Some merit might be found
in this argument if the pro-
ponents of a united socialist
ticket contended they repre-
sented a significant section of
the labor and Negro movement.
But they have not made that
contention.

They are fully aware that the
socialist movement is weaker
and more isolated today than
it has been in decades. In fact
this is one of the most com-
pelling reasons for launching a
united socialist ticket. Socialists
will not end their isolation un-
less they act as socialists. True,
the present isolation of the
movement was brought. about
in good measure by the long
period of rélative prosperity
and witch hunt. But in equal
‘measure, the socialist move-
ment lost thousands of active
supporters because of the “coa-
policy of supporting
capitalist politicians — a policy
pursued both by the Commu-
nist Party and the Socialist
Party.

When socialists stop acting
Tike socialists, what reason re-
mains for its supporters to
work and sacrifice for the
tause? They don’t have to be 'a
part of the socialist movement
to campaign for the Democratic
Party. They can do that better
in 'the Democratic Party itself.
But a’socialist movement that,
in the inspiring tradition of
Debs, fights the capitalist sys-
tem all year around — in-
cluding on election day — can
Wwin back literally thousands of
those who walked out in dis-
gust.

The objective 31tuat10n today

\,;s bgtter than it has been in a

launching a
electoral

time for
socialist

long

united ef-

fort. The mounting peace sen-
timenf, the wide fears of a
deepening recession, the mili-
tant mood of the civil rights
movement and the stirrings
among the youth — -all com-
bine to give ;Lcialists greater
opportunities to get a hearing
than they have had in many
years.

At the same time the easing
of the witch hunt means that
it will be easier to reach a wide
audience and to get the peti-
tions necessary for -a place on
the ballot. It also means that a
greater number of socialist-
minded individuals will feel
free to actively campaign for
a socialist ticket.

A further new and hopeful
ingredient for success in' a so-

cialist campaign is the present]

atmosphere in the radical
movement favoring a fraternal
exchange of views and united
action on issues of common
agreement.

ISOLATION FROM '
LABOR OFFICIALDOM

But, argues Davis, putting up
a socialist slate is not in line
with the official policies of ‘the
labor movement and therefore
means isolation from it. He
really means that a socialist
ticket opposing the capitalist
parties is not in line with the
policy of the top labor officials.
He is right about that since
most of these officials are Dem-
ocrats.

But if socialists are going to
oppose cold war and witch
hunt, if they are going to fight
for effective anti - recession
measures and in favor of civil
rights, don’t they have to op-
pose the Democrats — those in
Tammany Hall and those repre-
senting Tammany Hall inside
the labor movement?

The trade union brass defends
the status quo because of the
special privileges dnd power it
provides them. That’s why they
support the cold war and: the
capitalist politicians who start-
ed the cold war as part of the
drive for nuclear conflict. That’s
why they shrink from challeng-
ing Big Business whether in
the political or economic arena.
That's why they: have
failed so far to advance any
proposals that can really deal
with the suffering that depres-
sion imposes on the workers.

While socialist opposition’ to

the Big Business politicians will,

not be cheered® by the  labor
officials, it will certainly A be
warmly approved by the grow-
ing number of rank-and-file

late Builds Peace Fight|

- Dr. W.E. B. DuBois (above)
and John T. McManus.

militants who are sick and tired
of the two-party shell game. To
tag behind Democratic officials
of the labor and Negro move-
ment crying ‘“me too,” can only
mean isolation from those in
the process of breaking with
the class-collaborationist poli-
cies of Tammany’s labor lieu-
tenants.

This does not mean that so-
cialists turn their backs on the
present leaders of the' labor
movement. Every step, no mat-
ter how hesitant, taken by
these officials toward indepen-
dent political struggle should
be  greeted. Where any signifi-
cant step toward independent
political action is taken, so-
cialists. will surely hail it.
Wherever labor puts up its own
slate against the major parties,
socialists will give the ticket
vigorous support, pointing out
that, the break from capitalist
politics should be completed
by adoption of a socialist pro-
gram. .

But the fact is that in 1958
theré is no serious manifesta-
tion' of such a move in New
York. What then are socialists
supposed to do? Sit out the
elections? Tag along with the
trade-union Democrats as Davis
-advocates? The issue is not ab-
stract. The “me too” course
means campaigning for a candi-
date who is in deadly opposi-
tion to everything socialism
stands for. It means lining up
with the worst enemies of the
Asian, African and Latin Amer-
ican peoples fighting to end
imperialist rule and with the
worst enemies of that sector of

Sponsor United Socialist Ticket

the world that has established
a planned economy. ’
COLD-WARRIOR

Governor Harriman’s proud-
est boast is that he was one of

the first to advocate cold-war
measures against the Soviet
Union. While posing -as a

“champion” of civil liberties, he
signed a witch-hunting state
“security risk” law condemned
by every civil liberties body in
the state. While posing as a
“friend of labor,” he has join-
ed the Republicans in blocking
measures that might aid the
growing army of jobless in
New York. While making elo-
quent speeches about racism in
the South, his record in fight-
ing Jim Crow in New York is
a conspicuous, lily-white blank.

Davis, it is true, says he is
for an “independent” move-
ment. Good. But Davis himself
admits it doesn’t exist today.
We are right back where we
started from. Socialists will be
in the forefront in organizing
an independent political party
of labor and the Negro people
when the sentiment for it ex-
ists strongly enough to make
it a realistic venture. But the
best way for socialists to
strengthen that sentiment'is to
make the formation of a Labor
Party a central plank in their
platform.

On this, as on all other ques-
tions, to campaign as socialists
is the honest course. It attracts
the admiration of everyone dis-
gusted with double-talking ma-
chine politicians. It wins the
approval of everyone who likes

a candidate with the guts to

say what he thinks and" to
stand up for it even if he’s the
underdog.

ISSUES OF DAY

Nor is there any contradic-
tion, as Davis argues, between
running as socialists and run-
ning a hard-hitting campaign
on the issues of the day. A
united socialist ticket can lay
heavy stress on the demand for
a halt to nuclear weapons tests.
It can give impetus to the
growing demgnd for liquida-
tion of the cold war. It can
help popularize proposals for
East-West trade as an anti-re-
cession measure. It can help
put the searchlight on the
witch hunt in the New York
school system. It .can give con-
siderable publicity to the need
for a low-cost housing program.
These are only a few of the
many issues which socialist
campaigners can bring to the
attention of the public.

Above all, the central task
of socialists today is to con-
tribute every ounce of their
energy to the ‘struggle for
peace. And to combat the im-
perialist war drive, socialists
must necessarily oppose the bi-
Jpartisan foreign policy of the
Republicans and Democrats. (I
note in passing Davis’ false
charge that the SWP is “anti-
Soviet.” This, I'm sorry to say,
is nothing but an attempt to
revive the slander of the Mos-
cow frame-up trlels — a meth-
od that has been completely
discredited since Khrushchev’s
20th Congress revelations. Da-
vis would spend his time better
in explaining why he proposes
to  support the anti-Soviet
Harriman.) ’

To help deepen and extend
the, growing sentiment for
peace, socialists must tirelessly
expose the big lie that there is
danger of attack from the So-
viet Union. They must prove
the fact that the war danger
springs from Wall Street. So-
cialist campaigners have an ex-
cellent opportunity to do this
in the elections,
large radio and TV audiences
why social ownership of the
means of production and plan-
ning end the incentive for war
and swhy capitalism, on the
other hand, breeds war.

Davis makes the observation:
“Experience has shown that
those parties which speak for
socialism without relating it to
the immediate needs of the
workers — and without par-
ticipating in the struggle for
these needs — do not advance

explaining to’

the cause of socialism.”

The statement is entirely cor-
rect. But Davis ignores the real
issue: Socialists who campaign
for Democrats neither help the
struggle over immediate issues
nor advance the struggle for
socialism.

A socialist ticket can pro-
vide meaningful answers on the
issues It can do more, It can
help those who are not yet
ready to accept socialism but
who are seeking effective al-
ternatives to the twin capitalist
machines. Take the concrete
example of the developments
around the Powell campaign in
Harlem. The revolt in . that
community against Tammany is
bound to be felt in the state
elections. Are socialists going
to support the Democrats and
thus help by default to deliver
these protest voies to the Re-
publicans? Or are they going
to try to demonstrate 1o the
Negro community that the most
effective protest vote is a vote
for the socialist ticket.

An impressive socialist vote
can create real fear among the
hacks in both capitalist parties
and force them to do some-
thing about some of the de-
mands of labor iand the Negro
people. Capitalist politicians are
not much concerned about giv-
ing concessions to people whose
votes they already have in
their vest pocket.

EXAMPLE FOR
OTHER STATES

A militant socialist cam-
paign will serve notice of a
new spirit of revolt, of actual
achievements by socialists .in
uniting their forces. This will
not gladden the hearts of the
money changers and the H-
bomb enthusiasts. But it will
inspire every genuine indepen-
dent and socialist in the coun-
try. New York’s example can
set similar movements going in
other states. A united socialist
ticket would prove its worth
as a positive answer to the
tens of thousands now on the
sidelines who persistently ask

the socialist movement “Why
don’t you get together?”
If a united socialist ticket

succeeds in getting the 50,000
votes necessary for legal ballot
status it will be marked as a
most promising victory for the
entire radical movement in
America, But even if it shoul
fall short of this mark, its im-
pact would be substantial. It
could serve as the springboard
for a still more vigorous effort
in the next election.

RobertsPolls400,000
Votes in Calif. Primary

.+ Opponents of the twin capitalist parties throughout
the country will be heartened by the fact that Dr. Holland
Roberts, well-known California socialist educator, polled

nearly 400,000 votes as an in-
dependent candidate for State
Superintendent of Public In-
struction in the California pri-
mary elections.

With 3,000 election precincts
yet to be reported, Roberts was

running a strong third in a
field of four. The contest was
won by the incumbent, Roy

Simpson. In his home county,
Santa Clara, Roberts placed
second.
LABOR BACKING
" In the course of his campalgn,
which centered around the need
for a complete overhauling and
expansion of the school system,
Roberts won some important
labor endorsements. These in-
cluded the Northern California
District Council of the Inter-
national Longshoremen’s and
Warehousemen’s Union and sev-
eral of its local unions, as well
as Local 1412 of the United
Electrical Workers. He was also
endorsed by two leading Negro
newspapers, the Los Angeles
Tribune and the Herald Dis-
patch.

The substantial vote for Rob-
érts came immediately after he

. was subjected to a fierce witch-

hunt attack as the Director of
the California Labor School in
San Francisco which was forc-
ed to close down last year.
Branded a “Communist front”
by the government, it was pad-
locked by the Treasury Depart-
ment on the phony claim that
it was not entitled to a tax-
exempt status and therefore
owed back taxes.

Vincent Hallinan, 1952 Pro-
gressive Party Presidential can-
didate, was campaign manager
for Dr. Roberts. In an April 21
interview with the National

; Guardian, Hallinan declared the

&—

DR. HOLLAND ROBERTS

purpose of the campaign was
“to put before Califorhia voters
an independent socialist candi-
date who can speak freely be-
cause he is not 'committed to
the Republicah' and Democratic
parties. . . . who can advocate
the teaching of the real history
of the labor movement, the
contributions of the Negro peo-
ple, class movements and so-
cialism.”

When he announced his can-
didacy, Dr. Roberts said: “The
people of the United States will
soon discover that, nothing less
than a complete change of our
social and economic system will
save our schodls from decay
and our civilization from col-
lapse. . . . Only under socialism
can we educate all our children
up to the full development of
their capabilities.”

118 Universiy Place

A Special Buy!

Literature and Revolution
By Leon Trotsky

Previously $3.75 — Nox‘n $1.98

Written in 1924, this is a.Marxist classic. It deals
with the attitude of the working class and its party
to art and artists after conquest of state power.

v Pioneer Publishers

New York 8, N. Y.

(We . print below excerpis
from four articles and letters
pertaining to the controversy
over the Conference Call to
Launch a United Independent
Socialist State Ticket in 1958.
The text of the call — issued
by a group of individuals in-
cluding independents and lead-
ers and members of oragnized
socialist tendencies — was
printed in the June 2 Militant
and June 2 National Guardian.
— Ed.)

(1) Excerpt from “N. Y. Elec-
tions and Independent Action”
by Benjamin J. Davis, The
Worker, June 1:

. . . it's possible to proceed
in a wholly narrow and sec-
tarian manner in trying to ad-
vance independent political ac-
tion, in a manner which is iso-
lated from life and reality and
from the labor, Negro and broad
peoples movement. The “United
Socialist” ticket grouping
which has just sent out a call
for a June 13 state conference
to set up such a party and
ticket for the ’58 elections falls
in this categorys It’s a pity, for
many of the forces and person-
ages associated with this pro-
ject are sincere, genuinely  dis-
gusted with the two major par-
ties and are desirous of follow-
ing a course of political inde-
pendence. But' in equating a
united socialist ticket with ef-
fective independent political ac-
tion in the present situation,
they’'re really withdrawing from
the political mainstream into
militant isolation,

Having broken from the two-
party .system .themselves,
they're helping no one else to
break, least of all the labor and
progressive movement, which
can be won only on the basis of
a coalition policy based on
-reality and actual developments,
and x}fuhtant struggles.

Even on the question of so-
cialism about which they are
supposedly united, there are
many motley and varied opin-
ions ranging all the way to
the so-called “socialism” of the
viciously anti-Soviet Trotsky-
ists of the Socialist Workers
Party. Unfortunately, despite
the association of several fine
people with this' grouping, the
Trofskyists have gotten into the
inner circle and are attempting
to turn it into a replica of
their own narrow sectarian and
" impotent faction.

Opposing Views

(2) Letter 1o Editor,
Worker, June 8:

The undersigned, comprising
the Administrative Committee
of the United Independent-So-
cialist Conference Committee,
wish to correct some implica-
tions made in Mr. Benjamin J.
Davis’ article of last week.

The United Independent-So-
cialist Conference Committee
was an outgrowth of a series
of meetings originally called by
Morris Goldin and Henry H.
Abrams early in 1957 to dis-
cuss the prospects of forming
a political action group. Since
that time, Mr. Goldin and Mr.
Abrams have been speaking to
various people about the pos-
sibility of independent candi-
dates in the 1958 elections. Mr.
Abrams spoke publicly to that
effect in the political action
panel of the conference of the
American Forum-for Socialist
Education held in late 1957.

The present Committee arose
out of an - invitation sent by
them to a list of independents
and socialist leaders, among
whom was Mr. Davis. Mr. Davis
did not attend any of the seven
meetings except the last one.
On two occasions the Com-
mittee sent subcommittees to
advise Mr. Davis of develop-
ments and to ask him or some
othér representative to attend
these meetings. He therefore is
in no position to talk of any
groupr worming its way into
“the inner circle.” Actually, the
Administrative Committee  for
the conference includes only
one member of the Socialist
Workers Party, and his is hard-
ly the key post.

The Call for the Conference
has proposed consideration of
candidacies for the top state
offices and U. S. Senator, but
has properly left the number
and names of candidates and
the platforms for determination
by the Conference, at the Great
Northern Hotel on June 13-14-
15th.

The character of the spon-
sors makes entirely unwarrant-
ed the implication that they
are being used by any political
group.

Henry H. Abrams,
Goldin, Babette Jones, John T.
McManus, George Stryker and
Murry Weiss.

. *

The

* *

(3) Excerpt from '‘reply by
Benjamin J. Davis, The Work-
er, June 8.

Morris | .

. » » The central and decisive

on United Ticket

question is one of policy pur-

,sued by the Committee. It was,
therefore,

disappointing that
the signers of the letter from
the Committee did not discuss
or attempt to rebut my main
criticism that the project is
moving in a narrow, -sectarian
direction. This question seems
to me far more important than
the number of representatives
of a particular organization
working on one of the group’s
committees.

Most regrettably, I could not
be present at early. meetings of
the Committée. But other Com-
munists as. well as myself
made clear our position for a
broad coalition policy which
could attract workers and
voters in both major parties to
certain independent candida-
cies, irrespective of their views
on socialism.

Since the Trotzkyists and
others put forward their poli-
cies, I see no reason why we
shouldn’t do the same. Equally
energetically, we shall continue
to work toward a possible unity
of the left forces and others
around independent political
action which might take place
for certain candidate or candi-
dates around the questions of
peace, civil rights and the de-
pression. Above all, such unity
to be meaningful, ought to re-
late itself to developments
among the Negro people and
labor, as well as the Puerto
Rican people and others.

The Communist Party, in ad-
dition to carrying the banner
of socialism, will fight for the
immediate needs of labor and
the people generally — Negro
and white. Experience has
shown that those parties which
speak for socialism without re-
lating it to the immediate needs

of the workers — and without
participating in the struggles
for those needs — do not ad-

vance the cause of socialism.

We expect to present our
point of view at the Confer-
ence.

* * *

(4) Excerpts
“Answer to a Dilemma,”
tional Guardian, June 9:

; an original sponsoring
committee of twelve — most
of them well-known iridepen-
dents along .with a Socialist
Party member, a Socialist
Workers Party (Trotskyist)
member and a leading educator
who has been called a Com-
munist almost as often as Mr.

from editorial,
Na-

Davis — have called a confer-
ence for June 13, 14, 15 at the
Great Northern Hotel in New
York to consider a united inde-
pendent-socialist electoral tick-
et in the state this year. Mr.
Davis’ attack seems designed to
warn Communists against par-
ticipation with any of the rest
of the N. Y. Left in such an
endeavor.

His lengthy statement, run-
ning seven and a half columns,
seems to foretell that the of-
ficial Communist Party position
in 1958 in New York is to
support Governor Harriman for

re-election since ‘“the labor
movement tends to support
him”; although Mr. Davis con-

cedes that “the favorable sen-
timent among the trade unions
for Harriman is due more to
the weakness of labor in its
initiatives for peace, civil rights
and civil liberties than it is to
the strength of Harriman on
meeting the economic and so-
cial needs of the people.”

As an avoidance of the Dem-
ocratic Party, whlch has less
to recommend it in New York
than almost anywhere else ex-
cept in the deep South, Mr.
Davis seems to approve the
idea of supporting Harriman
via the Liberal Party, “a going
concern, based organizationally
upon vitally important sections
of the labor movement.”

Thus there shapes up, for
Communists who can take it,
the prospect of riding the tail
of the Democratic Party if
they can’t ride the Donkey it-
self. But immediately this
stunt-riding act comes a crop-
per, since the Liberal Party
has now joined with the Demo-
crats in New York’s Harlem to
dump Rep. Adam Clayton
Powell at the behest, as the
Guardian pointed out two
weeks ago,
and their northern press spokes-
man, the National Review mag-
azine — whereas the Republi-
cans' in Harlem have quickly

offered the Rev. Mr. Powell
their nomination. .
Here we leave Mr. Davis

with his dilemma of the pres-
ent . . . while we change into
our go-to-meeting clothes and
undertake to do the best we
can, even without Mr. Davis’
blessing, to bring out of New
York’s June 13-14-15 Confer-
ence a statewide ticket that
New Yorkers can support with-
out checking their good con-
sciences at the ticket-wicket.

of the Dixiecrats|

Taking Socialism

to High School

The Young Socialist Alliance conducis a street meeting,
June 5, before about 150 students outside Bronx High School
of Science. Two days earlier, YSA chairman Richard DeHaan

.was arrested for speaking at

the same spot. The Workers

Defense League offered legal aid and the YSA vowed a free-
speech fight. The meeting above resulted. Police present told
reporters: “We are here to protect théir right to free speech.”

SP-SDF
Support
Political

Offers
to Boss

Parties

By Frances James
‘The second convention of the Socialist Party-Social
Democratic Federation was held in Detroit on May 30-
June 1. This convention represents a further shift to the

right by the party-federation on¢

the two interconnected ques-
tions of foreign policy and elec-
toral policy.

The resolution on foreign pol-
icy introduced by veteran party
leader Norman Thomas, pre-
sents the U.S. government as
the leading peace force of the
woirld. It calls for a limited
stoppage of arms production
and then for the U.S. to “an-
nounce that she [US.] ex-
pected . Russia to do likewise
within a specified length of
time or she would not feel
bound to continue in this di-
rection.” This is nothing but
lending a socialist cover to the
cold war of the State Depart-
ment against the Soviet Union.
The SP-SDF calls itself “dem-
ocratic  socialist.” Their foreign
policy resolution, however,
strengthens their title to the
label, “State Department so-
cialist.”

Since these ‘“socialists” sup-
port the foreign policy of U.S.
big business, it follows logically
that they should lend increas-
ing support to the political par-
ties of big business at election
time.

At the first (unity) conven-
tion of the SP-SDF in January
1957, the “Rules and Regula-
tions” statex . . . it shall be
the privilege of individual state
and local organizations, follow-
ing consultation with the NEC,
to allow their individual mem-
bers to support candidates for
public office who have been
endorsed by liberal and labor
groups.”

The second cenvention incor-
porated this approval of sup-
port to Democratic or Repub-
lican candidates into the con-
stitition of the party. In addi-
tion, the resolution on electoral
policy does not call on the vot-
ers to break from the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties
even after they become con-
vinced socialists,

The resolution reads: “The
situation calls for flexibility in
the electoral policy of the Party.
It means essentially that we
must recruit Democrats and
Republicans — or people whose
electoral allegiance will remain
to those parties — provided, of
course that they agree with
basic socialist goals and poli-
cies. We must encourage a flex-
ibility of electoral approach
which, while not committing
the Party as such to support
for old-party candidates, can
consider socialist or other in-
dependent candidacies, entrance
into primary elections, and ac-
tion by individuals in support
of labor or avowedly progres-
sive . candidates.” (Emphasis
supplied)

The debate on electoral pbl-
icy centered mostly around the
question of SP-SDF participa-
tion in primary elections—that
is, not around the question of
support or non-support to cap-
italist parties but of how deep-
ly to get involved within these
parties. In motivating his sup-
port for participating in the
primaries, Norman Thomas said
that labor’s attitude is different
since the New Deal and that
socialists must accept and adapt
to the people’s desire to par-
ticipate in capitalist politics,
especially in ,the Democratic
Party.

The- Socialist Party began- its
adaptation as far back as 1936
and has been adapting steadily
since. This betrayal of socialist
principles has been responsible
to a great extent for the de-
moralization and loss of mem-

bership that has been a chronic -

feature of the SP.

In order to lock the door
with double bolt against a pol-
icy of socialist independence at
the polls, the convention en-
acted a constitutional amend-
ment which prohihits any state
or local organization or indi-
vidual member of the SP-SDF
from supporting o:* endorsing
nominees of the Communist
Party or the Socialist Workers
Party.

This amendment to the con-
stitution is designed specifically
to prevent any SP-SDF organ-
ization or member from par-
ticipating in such united social-
ist election campaigns as the
recently concluded Holland Rob-
erts campaign in California, the
Rev. Joseph P. King campaign
in Chicago or the united social-
ist election conference being
held this week in New York
City. These united socialist
electoral activities are an ef-
fort to unite all anti-capitalist
electoral sentiment. The, SP-
SDF electoral policy is a fur-
ther move in the opposite di-

rection — that is, an attempt
to channel socialist sentiment
into the Democratic party

through support to liberal and
“labor-endorsed” candidates as
well as through participation in
the primary elections.

A fnajority of the convention
voted for admission of the In-
dependent Socialist League into
the SP-SDF. But a minority
succeeded in getting a petition
through asking, for a referen-
dum on unity with the ISL.
The ISL has agreed, in the
event the unity goes through,
to put its paper, Labor Action,
and its magazine, The New In-
ternational, at the disposal of
the SP-SDF. -

Local Directory

BOSTON
Workers Educational Center, Gains- |
borough Bldg., 295 Huntington Ave.

BUFFALO
Militant Forum, 831 Main St.
CHICAGO ‘
Socialist Workers Party, 777 W.
Adams, DE 2-9736.
CLEVELAND
Socialist Workers Party 10609 Su-
perior Ave., Room 301, SW 1-1818.
Open Friday nights 7 to 9.
DETROIT
Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood-

ward.

LOS ANGELES
Forum Hall and Modern Book Shop,
1702 E. 4th St. AN 9-4953 or AN 3-
1533. Book Shop open Mon. 7-9 P.M.;
Wed. 8-10 P.M.; Sat. 12.5 P.M.

MILWAUKEE
150 East Juneau Ave.

MINNEAPOLIS
Socialist Workers Party, 322 Hen-

nepin Ave., 2nd floor. Open noon to
6 P.M. daily except Sundays.

NEWARK
Newark Labor Forum,
Newark, N.J.

Box 361,

NEW YORK CITY
Militant Labor Forum, 116 Univer-
sity Place, AL 5-7852.

OAKLAND - BERKELEY
P.O. Box 341, Berkeley 1, Calif.

PHILADELPHIA
Militant Labor Forum and Cam-
paign Hdqtrs. Socialist Workers
Party, 1303 W. Girard Ave.

SAN FRANCISCO
The Militant, 1145 Polk St., Rm. 4.
Open Wed. 4.6 P.M.; Sat. 11 AM. to
3 PM.

SEATTLE
685 Main St., MU 2-7139. Library,
bookstore. Classes every Friday eve-
ning at 8 P.M. Open House following
at 10:30 P.M.

ST. LOUIS
For information phone MO 4-7194.
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The Soviet Trade Offer

A common tactic of capitalist diplo-
mats is to try to plant their own criminal
intentions on others. An example of this
was provided by Secretary’of State Dulles
at his June 10 press conference in his
comment on Khrushchev’s proposal for
expansion of U.S.-Soviet trade.

“The Soviet Union,
according to Chairman Khrushchev, has,
as he put it, declared economic warfare
And now it looks as though the
Soviet Union wanted to get credit from
us so that it could more successfully pur-
sue its economic warfare against us.”

The fact is precisely the opposite.
Since the founding of the USSR, Wash-
ington has waged virtually uninterrupted
economic warfare against it. In 1956, U.S.-
Soviet trade amounted to but $11-million
and it has increased very little since.

The effort to construe Khrushchev’s
letter to Eisenhower as a challenge to
economic warfare flies in the face of the
readily available text. In fact Dulles’ in-
terpretation of it was so raw that New
York Times correspondent James Reston

Dulles asserted:

on us. ...

was moved to point out that

accurate account of the Moscow proposal.”

What are the facts? The Soviet Union
has offered to negotiate a trade pact that
would mean the exchange of several bil-
lion dollars worth of goods. It is ready to
buy machinery for production of synthetic
fibers and plastics, refrigerator and air
conditioning equipment, paper and wood

prepared to

orders.

is not an

it 114

labor should

processing machinery, automatic vending
machines, rollind mill equipment, chem-
ical products and medical equipment, tex-
tile machinery and a variety of consumer
goods. None are of military value.

In exchange, it offers’ raw materials
needed by the U.S. Among them are man-
ganese, chrome, platinum, asbestos, lum-
ber, paper products and furs.

; The Soviet credit proposal is of direct
benefit to the U.S. The Soviet Union is

place large orders for im-

mediate purchase of industrial goods. But
‘while U.S. manufacturers have a long-
term need for the raw material offered in
exchange they are not in a position to
absorb deliveries on the same scale as the
Soviet purchases.
would clear the way to filling the Soviet

Extension of credits

Acceptance of the Soviet trade pro-
posal would put a substantial number of
U.S. unemployed back on the job. Since
four fifths of those now jobless are in
manufacturing industry, acceptance of the
Soviet offer is particularly urgent.

Dulles and the Wall Street gang he
speaks for are hostile to the trade pro-
posal because they are intent on continu-
ing their losing effort to stymie the de-
velopment of the Soviet economy. But we
are certain that jobless American work-
ers will view the matter differently. A
major anti-recession demand by organized

be iminediate acceptance of

the Soviet trade proposal.

depression:

include 30-for-40.

Program to Fight Unemployment

The Militant proposes the following as immediate measures to combat the

(1) Organization of the unemployed by the labor movement. For union un-
employed committees to fight their jobless members’ grievances on rehiring, un-
employmgnt compensation, rent, mortgage and installment payments, relief, etc.

(2) Unemployment compensation to all jobless for the entire period of unem-
ployment at trade-union wages.

(3) A 30-hour week at 40 hours’ pay to be the number one demand of all
unions in contract negotiations. Amend federal and state wage-and-hours laws to

(4) A giant public works program at irade-union wages to bulld all the
schools, hospitals, low-cost housing, highways and other useful and peaceful con-
struction needed in this country today. ‘

(5) Union action and FEP laws to prevent discrimination in layoffs, rehiring.
unemployment compensation, public-works hiring, relief, etc.

(6) A debt moratorium for the unemployed No evictions or foreclosures on
homes, autos or appliances.

(7) No taxes on yearly incomes of $7,500 or less. End withholding and sales
taxes to restore workers’ purchasing power. Tax the rich and the corporations.

(8) A long-term trade agreement with the Soviet Union and People’s Repub-
lic ot China. Combat unemployment by filling large-scale orders from these
countries for industrial and farm equipment in exchange for raw materials.
Extend the credits necessary for such job-creating trade.

(9) Build a Labor Party based on the unions in alliance with minority peo-
ples ahd working farmers. ‘

(Continued from Page 1)
plates” from three to two, with
no cut in production.

(4) The company has also de-
clared its intention to eliminate
hourly rest periods totaling 60
minutes per day each for 750
men in the Dodge plant body
shop. The rest periods had been
in effect for 15 years as a
health, measure because of
fumes.

COMPANY UNIONISM

At the meeting of the Chrys-
ler secondary leaders, represen-
tatives ' of the International
union charged that those who
refused to take these company
edicts down were playing poli-
tics and aiding the company.
The stewards and committee-
men noted with anger that
Reuther and Norman Matthews,
UAW vice-president in charge
of Chrysler affairs, were not
present, and answered the
charges with shouts of: “This
is back to company unionism!”
“We haven't faced anything like
this since 1937!” “We're going
to have to do something even-
tually: we might as well do it
now!” )

With the exception of a 24-
hour strike protesting unsafe
conditions at a GM plant near
Pittsburgh, the reaction at
Ford and GM has not been as
immediate or open as at Chrys-
ler. All three corporations pre-
viously promised that opera-
tions would continue as under
the expired contract except for
the elimination of dues check
off and the grievance umpire,
and some limitations on in-plant
representation. Full-time com-
mitteemen at Ford have been
cut to four hours a day for
union business, while at GM
plants, the weekly 15 hours
alloted to district committee-
men has been cut about in
half.

Ford and GM have not as
yet — as far as can be de-
termined here — combined the
attack on in-plant representa-
tion with a direct onslaught on
working conditions. But it
would be living in a fool’s para-
dise to think they won’t do so
if they think they can get
away with it.

Carl Stellato, president of the
huge Ford Local 600 and nom-
inal leader of the militant op-
position to Reuther, has so far
gone along with the policies

of the International Union,
leaving the inevitable and de-
veloping revolt among the

ranks without any nationally
recognized spokesman.
Nevertheless, a motion pass-
ed unanimously at a meeting
of the Tool and Die Unit of
Local 600 Sunday June 8, met
with no opposition from Stel-
lato and International Execu-
tive Board member Joe Mc-
Cusker, who were present.
Jesus Chantres, chairman of the
unit and a member of the Ford
national negotiating committee
pointed to the necessity of
taking a strike vote soon.

REVISED DEFINITION

But the top leadership in-
sists on “patience.” According
to the latest revised version of
the Reutherite dictionary, a
good union than is one who lets
the company destroy the struc-
ture of the union in the plant
and grins while the company
speeds him up. The rank-and-
filer who wants to fight back,
on the other hand, is now a
company stooge. This grim joke
has been in the making for a
long time.

In the profit-fat decade after
1947, the auto companies tossed
Reuther enough crumbs for
him to keep face before the
UAW rank and file. In return,

Chrysler Attack on UAW

Reuther let the corporations in-
crease speed-up.
RODE THE BOOM

The essence of Reuther’s
policy throughout this period
has been reliance on war-spend-
ing prosperity. He did his level
best to corrupt the workers into
counting on the boom rather
than. class struggle, as the
source of contract gains, He is
now faced with having to beg
the bosses for face-saving con-
cessions when they are in no
mood to grant them. Encour-
aged by UAW vice-president
Leonard Woodcock’s infamous
“you - cannot-force-us-to-strike”
statement, the corporations are
pressing hard.

But it’'s not true that the
workers have no alternative ex-
cept to entrust themselves to
the tender mercies of the auto
companies as they wait for bad
times to improve. The rank.and
file have, to some extent, been
disoriented by the UAW'’s pan-
icky retreat dictated by Reu-
ther, but it will not permit the
destruction of the union. The
auto workers could still gain
the initiative by boldly putting
forth the 30-for-40 demand.
LABOR WILL AID

Workers in the Detroit area
have not forgotten their own
reaction when the striking
miners came to them for help.
The offer of $200,000 recently
made to the UAW by the In-
ternational Union of Electrical
Workers would be a drop: in
the bucket compared to the aid
which would be fo¥thcoming
from the American workers as
a whole if the auto workers —
in defense of their union and
of their unemployed brothers—
should hit the bricks. In such a
case, the greater the need, the
greater the stakes—the greater
the response. This is the road
to victory.

The Murder of Julius and Ethel Rosenbere

By Myra Tanner Weiss

Five years have passed, June
19, since that terrible day when
Julius and Ethel
were put to death in an atmos-
phere of savage witch-hunt
hysteria. They were innocent.
Yet they were executed—with-
out even a review of the trial
by the Supreme Court of the
United States. And despite the
outraged protests of millions of
people throughout the w.prld.

How are we so sure the
Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell,
now serving 30 years in prison,
were innocent? Anyone who
studies the trial record, re-
cently published in its third
edition by the Sobell Com-
mittee, will see that the gov-
ernment never proved its case
against the defendents. The
trial was a political affair in
which the charge of “Commu-
nism” played a major role. The
theory then prevalent, widely
promulgated by the McCarthy-
ites, was that “Communism”
was first-cousin, if not blood
brother, to treason.

In this atmosphere the jury
was under hgavy pressure to
believe the government wit-
nesses rather than accused
“Communists.” The jury made
its decision solely on the basis
of the testimony of ‘“accom-
plice” witnesses.

GOVT. LACKED PROOF

But even without the evi-
dence of frame-up thHat was
obtained after the trial was
over, the court record failed to
prove the governmnnt charges.
The government presentd an
absolutely incredible story. The
account of the “conspiracy” by
the government witnesses,
David Greenglass and Harry
Gold, was credible only if one
accepts the notion that the
Soviet Union had the most
stupid and amateurish spy sys-
tem in the world.

Rosenberg ™

Burnt OTfferi ng

Reprinted from the Militant, June 29, 1953.

Whoever heard of a spy that
would join a persecuted minor-
ity party and fail to at least
cover up the tracks to these
oppositional views .and activ-
ities? The government charged
Julius Rosenberg with member-
ship in his studént days in the
Young Communist League and
later in the Communist Party.
The government “captured” a
donation can for aid to Spanish
refugees. The government pro-
duced evidence that Rosénberg
belonged to- the Intrnaetional
Workers Order, an insurance
organization, listed by the At-
torney General’s office as a

“Communist front.”
Whoever heard of sples being

active in the union movement,
processing grievances, attend-
ing meetings; making speeches,
calling all kinds of hostile at-
tention to themselves from the
powers-that-be? Yet both Julius
and Ethel Rosenberg were ac-
tive in the labor movement,

Whoever heard of a spy, a
“master spy” at that, getting
fired from a minor government
job as a. “Communist,” as
Rosenberg was fired in 1945,
and then running to the union
and to Washington D.C. to
fight against the discrimination,
when he was allegedly right
in the middle of stealing the
country’s “most important” se-
crets? .

The Fight Against Fascism

«

By C. R. Hubbard:

Many questions have been
raised among radical workers
about the differences between
the “people’s front” policy 'of
the. Communist Party and the
"united front” policy advocat-
ed by the Socialist Workers
Party, This programmatic con-
troversy dating back 1o the
civil war in Spain has been
brought ‘'to the fore urgently
once again by the present fas-
cist threat in France.

Some radicals think that the
difference between a “people’s
front” and a “united front” is
merely quantitative; that the
Communist Party is for uniting,
not only the working class in
the struggle against fascism,
but the middle class and a lib-
eral section of the capitalist
class as well. They therefore
conclude that the “people’s
front” policy is one which will
mobilize the largest possible
force for the struggle against
fascism.

If this' were so, there ¢ould
not possibly be any disagree-
ment with the ‘“people’s front”
policy of the Communist Party.
There can be no task as im-
portant as the mobilization of
the largest possible force for
effective anti-fascist struggle.
Our objection to {the Commu-
nist Party program is precisely
that it will fail to do this.
THE MIDDLE CLASS

Key to a victorious struggle
against fascism is the middle
class. The fascists, paid tdols of
Big Business, look for a mass

base in the middle-class —
small farmers, small business-
men, professionals and the

youth. It is here, and in the
ranks of professional soldiers,
that the fascist demagogues
hope to find the human ma-
terial needed to smash the
workers’ organizations.

The anti-fascist strategy of
the workers must therefore
cope with the problem of win-
ning the vacillating middle
class to its side. If they suc-
ceed, not only will the workers
win a large social mass to the
anti-fascist struggle, they will
also deprive fascism of forces
without which it cannot tri-
umph.

The Communist Party lead:
ers contend that inasmuch as
the middle class is not social-
ist, the workers must forego
advancing their socialist pro-
gram at this time lest they
alienate the middle class. The
Communist Party thus makes
its central slogan “Defense of
the Republic,” in effect, a re-
turn to the status-quo before
de Gaulle.

Yet it is precisely in a pre-
fascist crisis such as France is
in today that the status quo
begins to lose all popular sup-
port. The Republic begins to
crumble. The crisis in France
has reached the point where
normal parliamentary rule of
the capitalist class is no long-

er possible, This festifies that|.

a social crisis has opened in
France in which all classes in
society — including the middle
cless — seek change. The idea
that the middle class is for-
ever wedded to, capitalist de-
mocracy is a fatal delusion. In
times of crisis it looks for solu-
tions both to the left or to the
right — to socialism or to fas-
cism.
QUESTION LONG POSED
Long ago the crisis of French
capitalism posed the question
of workers’ power. Thus at the
end of World War II, the over-
whelming majority of French
workers sought a solution to
their economic and political
woes. Decisive sections of the

To Debate
French Events

The issues being fought out
in France will be posed
sharply: in a New York de-
bate next week between par-
tisans of two diametrically
opposed ‘points of view: the
extreme right and Marxism.
The debate will be the first
of its kind in this country.
Speaking in favor of de
Gaullism will be William
Rusher, publisher of the re-
actionary, McCarthyite mag-
azine National Review and
former associate counsel for
the Senate Internal Security
Sub-Committee. Speaking in
favor of the French working
class and socialism will be
Tim Wohlforth, managing
editor of the newspaper
Young Socialist and national
commitiee member of the
American Forum—for Social-
ist Education. The debate
starts at 8 P.M., June 19 at
the Hotel Great Northern,
118 West 57th Street, New
York City.

middle class were prepared to
back a workers’ revolution. But
the leadership of neither the
Ccmmunist Party nor the So-
cialist Party was oriented to
the struggle for a workers’
state. Both parties used their
mass support as bargaining
strength with the capitalist
parties for a few cabinet seats
in the capitalist government.

So far the workers have been
frustrated in their attempts to
solve the crisis of French so-
ciety. But what is even more
alarming is that the middle
class has also grown more frus-
trated. It is beginning to look
elsewhere than capitalist de-
mocracy and elsewhere than
the working class, too, for a
solution. The middle-class lacks
the patience, the cohesion, the
discipline, the understanding of
the workers’ movement. It can
turn swiftly in a fascist direc-
tion and rally behind a French
“Fuehrer” in its yearning for
social change.

French Big Business has al-

ready formed Gestapo-like ba-

tallions wunder the leadership
of General Massu. These are
the paratroopers, trained in

methods of torture and highly
charged with their “patriotic”
mission. The ‘civilian fascist
movement in France — includ-
ing armed gangs — according
to George Herald, New York
Post correspondent, April 4,
“have an estimated following
of about half a million . . .”
This is already a sigdificant
force. But it is still fragmented
in competition for middle class
support. With a deepening of
the economic crisis, the capital-
ists hope the fascists gangs will
gain mass support.

But résolute struggle for so-
cialism can win these mass
forces for siruggle against the
fascist ‘danger. A workers’ gov-
ernment in France can end the
burden and misery of the war
in Algeria. It can offer rising
living standards and security to
the workers, to the middle
class and to the youth. Social-
ism alone can provide the so-
cial change that is so desperate-
ly needed.

The immediate job of de-
fending French freedom from
attacks by de Gaulle, from a
fascist thrust from the Algerian
generals and colons, or from
the fascist civilian gangs must
be fought on a wunited basis,
excluding absolutely no one
who wants to resist dictator-
ship. But this is not enough. A
social program that will truly
resolve the French crisis is
needed. A program that prom-
ises only a return to the pre-
crisis “status quo” will not
meet that need. The issue of
“united front” and “popular
front” is thus not a quantita-
tive one, but is the issue of
whether the working class shall
use united resistance as the
starting point for realizing its
independent class aims.
LIBERAL CAPITALISTS.

But what about the liberal
capitalists? Musn’t they be pla-
cated to keep them anti-fas-
cists? That would be the great-
est folly of all. They haven’t
much fighting capacity to be-
gin with. Ands,they are mortally
afraid that the anti-fascist
struggle will lead to workers’
power no matter how many re-
assurances they receive from
the CP. This makes them much
better at capitulating to than
resisting fascist threats — as
they proved in the National
Assembly recently.

To exchange the inspiring
program of socialism for an al-
liance with a section of the cap-
italist class on the basis of a
“status quo” program as the
Communist Party of France is
doing under the heading of a
"people’s front,” is to lose the
greatest anti-fascist power the
workers possess — the power
to end the crisis by revolu-
tionary means and to open a
new era of social progress.

And even after the FBI had
Rosenberg fired, thereby an-
nouncing that it was on his
trail, we are asked to believe
that he went merrily and care-
lessly on his conspiratorial
way for. five more years.

When the FBI had Rosen-
berg fired from his job in 1945,
wouldn’t a “master spy’s”
worry  about discovery induce
him to escape from the coun-
try? Couldn’t the Soviet Union

k| arrange this small favor in re-

turn for such precious secrets?
Couldn’t the *“spies” have es-
caped after the arrest of Fuchs
in England or at least after
the FBI first visited David
Greenglass in February of 19507
Or after the arrest of Green-
glass on June 15?7 Or after the
FBI first questioned Rosenberg
on June 16, about a month be-
fore he was arrested?

The FBI was aware of the
weakness of its case if it didn't
answer these questions. It
hoped to provide an answer
with Morton Sobell who had
actually made a trip to Mexico.
So the Sobell, family was kid-
napped in Mexico City and
whisked across the border. The
Mexico trip was supposed to
prove that an escape plan had
at least been made.

But it actually proved the
opposite to anyone not blinded
by the witch hunt. Having
failed to scare Sobell into “con-
fessing,” the FBI was left with

the most feeble, stupid “es-
cape” plan ever devised by
“spies.” Any Grade B fiction |

writer would be ashamd to in-
vent such a plot.

CONSOLE TABLE

After the trial the controver-
sial console table was discover-
ed. The Greenglasses contended
that this was a special ‘piece
of furniture with a hole in the
center for microfilming given
to the Rosenbergs by a grate-
ful. Soviet Union. The ‘Rosen-
bergs said they got it at Macy’s
and it had no hole in the
center. It was an ordinary con-
sole table. Many pages of the
trial transcript were taken up
with the elaboration of the two
conflicting stories. When the
table was finally located, it
proved that Greenglass was ly-
ing and the Rosen’bergs were
telling the truth.

There are many other rea-
sons, too numerous to list here,
for belief in the innocence of
the Rosenbergs and Morton
Scbell. But if they were inno-
cent, then what must be said
of the federal government?

All three branches — execu-
tive, judicial and legislative —
have played a part in the vio-

lation of justice. The FBI
framed up three innocent peo-
ple. Two presidents turned

down pleas for justice and even
pleas for mercy.

The judicial branch permitted
the frame-up. - Judge Irving

Kaufman took the responsibility -

for the savage sentences. The
Supreme Court refused to re-

To Hold Memorial
For Rosenbergs

A memorial ceremony for
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg
~will be held at Wellwood
Cemetery, Pinelawn, Long
Island, on Sunday, June 22
at 2 P.M. Five years have
passed since the Rosenbergs:
were executed on framed-up
witch-hunt charges of “cons
spiracy” to commit espions
age. The Committee to Se-
cure Justice for Morton So-
bell announces that it wil
help in transportation ar-
rangemenis for those -who

infotmation call the Sobeli
Committee at AL 4-9983.

_—

view the case, wiping its hands

of the foul play of the courts

below. The legislative branch,

through congressional “inveésti- *
committees hauled the :

gating”
two government witnesses,
Greenglass and Gold, before
post-trial hearings in the at-
tempt to patch up some of the

holes in the government’s caSe. '

No wonder there is to this
day so much pressure to si-
lence the cry for justice, for the
Rosenbergs, for their children
and most urgently for Morton

Sobell who has spent nearly ’

eight long years behind prisen

walls.

FIGHT FOR JUSTICE !
Yet we believe that the truth

will be known and that justice

will be done. The fight for juss

tice, despite the pressure, has
not died down. It is gaining
ground and will mount until

the prison doors are swung.
open and an innocent man is °

given back his freedom, his .
family and his pride and joy in
living.

The promise of Ethel Rosen=

berg to her sons in the poem '

“If We Die,” as she sat in the

death cell in 1953 will not be

forgotten:

You shall know, my sons, shall
know

why we leave the song unsung.

the book unread, the work
undone

to rest beneath the sod.

Mourn no more, my sons, né
more

why the lies and smears wete
framed,

the tears we shed, the hurt We
bore .

to all shall be proclaimed.

Earth shall smile, my sons,
shall smile 5

and green above our reshng
place, ;

the killing end, the world
rejoice

in brotherhood and peace.-

Work and build, my sons, and
build

a monument to love and joy.

to human worth, to faith we.
kept

for you, my sons, for you.

...Algeria

(Continued from Page 1)
tion was then passed by the
72-man All-Algeria Committee
of Public Safety and sent to
Paris.

STILL MENACING

Whether the leaders of the
Algerian coup d’etat are merely
pressuring de Gaulle or are
preparing a break with him is
impossible to say as yet. In all
likelihood the decision is con-
tingent on what the present
testing of strength reveals. The
possibility thus exists that the
forces in Algeria might yet at-
tempt to establish their own
direct military rule over
France in the near future. In
this connection the reported for-
mation of 300 or more clandes-
tine Committees of Public
Safefy in France presents a
great danger to the working
class and makes all the more
imperative the organization and
arming of defense units by
French unions and workers’
parties.

If it is bluster and de Gaulle
prevails, it is possible he may
begin to take measures against
his challengers, such as re-
moval of individual leaders of
the . committees in Algeria or
transfers of individual officers.
He might even go as far as
dissolving (on paper) some or-
ganizations of the recalcitrant
racists and militarists.

It is precisely in the hope
of such a “crack down” that
many elements of what a month
ago was the liberal and labor
opposition to de 'Gaulle are
now rallying to his support.
The rationalization for such
treason to the reestablishment
of democratic liberties and to
the working class, is the an-
cient trap of ‘“the lesser ev11 »
“JOIN US”

This tendency appeared dur-
ing the crisis that preceded
parliament’s suicide. France-

‘Observateur quotes the “Gaul-

lists of the Left” as follows:
“Join us, they say to me, be

Milita rists
with us to prevent the worst,
so that tomorrow de Gaull’e
won’t become the prisoner of:;
the ultras.” Illustrating this
evolution of liberals, Jean
Jacques Servan- Schrelber edi-
tor of the “left-of-center” L’;Ex-
press, which reflects the viéws
of the followers of Mendess
France, now sees in dé Guulle
the only person who could rise -
to power with such 'sinister
sponsors without being domi-
nated by them; de Gaulle’s’

“personal character is’ the
“thin barrier” against the para-
troops.

Such sophistries covered tHe
treason of Mollet and other

right-wing Socialist leaders. ft (e

is spreading like poison through
the bureaucracy of that part}
and the wunions it leads.
Though the Communist Party
leaders did not join the de
Gaulle ministry cabinet (they
wouldn’t have been accepted)
and though they gave lip ser-
vice-to fighting de Gaulle, théir
actually immobilized effectule
opposition by the workers with:

their support of Pflimlin, ‘In_
pursuit then and now of their
Popular Front aims they are
subjecting the French workmg
class to the “lesser evil” poison
emanating from their would-be

Popular Front partners — .the -

Mollets and Servan-Schreibers.
Unless the workers are prg-

sented with a true alternative

— an independent labor coun-
ter-offensive against de Gaulle
with the program of workers’
rule in France — the French
working class will be limited

to grudging support of the
“lesser evil” — today the bona-
partist de Gaulle instead of

semi-fascist Soustelle and para-

troop General Massu. This pol-
icy of the “lesser evil” in Ger-
many finally narrowed down in
successive chdices to Hinden-
berg rather than Hitler. ‘THe
terrible bui logical penalty
came with Hindenberg’s bring-
ing in of Hitler.

g

need assistance. For further |
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. Party believes it will be achiev-

.cratic structure of the SWP

. duties of members.

The Negro Struggle

By John Thayer

DuBois on Socialism and Civil Rights

The month of June has become some-
what notorious in this country for the
commencement addresses, honorary de-
grees, citations and other honors bestowed
by publicity-seeking and endowment-con-
scious universities on Big Businessmen,
reactionary publishers, high political
muckamucks, “statesmen” of countries in
the good graces of the State Department,
etc. It seems that real scholars, scientists
and others who actually contribute to
human advancement pretty much get the
short end of the stick as universities bar-
ter off their honors in devious financial
and political deals.

So it is like coming across a spring
in a desert to read that Fisk University
honored Dr. W. E. B. DuBois at its gradu-
ation exercises. This year marks the 70th
anniversary of DuBois’ graduation from
Fisk and among the numerous tributes
paid the illustrious alumnus was the cre-
ation of the W. E. B. DuBois Lecture
Series which will open next year with
Dr. DuBois as the first lecturer. We may
be sure that Fisk’s actions were not
prompted by the U.S. State Department,
Wall Street, or the other hidden sources
of so many June honors. Nor will its
courageous action earn Fisk the favor of
those powerful sources, but it will earn
the respect and gratitude of all sincere
admirers of true scholarship, and of

- moral and political courage.

At the age of 90 Dr. DuBois is not
resting on his laurels. He is still giving

more than he gets. An example is a re-
cent speech he made at Chicago’s Dunbar
High School following a testimonial
dinner in his honor. “The future of the
colored man lies not with capitalism but
with labor, and the future of both lies
with socialism,” he told his audience of
over 1,000. “A group of willful and ir-
responsible men, chiefly Americans but
also French and British, have spread the
idea around that communism is a dirty
word, and,Communists are criminals and
that socialism is either a mistake or a
crime.”

Dr. DuBois also spoke some home
truths about prominent Negroes who lend
themselves to the U.S. government’s cyni-
cal program of speaking tours abroad to
allay world-wide indignation against
America’s Jim Crow .system.

These are the sort of things that have
to be said to help people to throw off the
prejudices and fears instilled by the
witch hunt and recommence independent
thinking. They have to be said because
they are absolutely vital to the advance-
ment of the Negro people in their strug-
gle for equality. They have to be said to
help labor break out of its mental leth-
argy and envisage the socialist goal which
alone can solve the terrible problems be-
setting modern society.

And who can command a more re-
spectful and serious hearing for these
things which have to be said than Dr.
W. E. B. DuBois?

(Reprinted from the May Workers Van-
guard, Canadian Socialist publication.)

I see they're out gunning for us girls.

They must be worried stiff down at the

'shop these days. You remember Mary, Jean

and the others. They're married and though
they  hustle around as .much as the single
girls when Big Dome cracks the whip they
have never been taken on permanent. Mary’s

.been there 14 years but she is still just tem-

porary help — married, you know — and the
same with Jean.

Now, with all this unemployment, there’s
more and more talk urging married women to
give up their jobs and join the likes of me in
the -kitchen.

Of course I worked before Jimmy canie
along. I don’'t know how we would have set
up house if I hadn’t. I went back again. But
when Paul came, and then Anne, that ended
it all for me and I became a lady of leisure.
Hostess, you might say, to two boys, a girl
and a man. No more work for me — just a
bit of dusting, washing, scrubbing, ironing,
cooking, and other odd jobs.

I don’t know about all those other mar-
ried women who work. When I did, it wasn’t
exactly for fun. It was one mad scramble

_ getting Jimmy ready for nursery, then, after

being on your feet all day, shoving compon-
ents into the machine, dash back again to
pick him up, and then the housework all
there waiting. )

Who are they to say whether a married’

woman needs her job or not? ‘Do they think
Mary comes down to work for Big Dome so
she won’t be bored stiff at home — just some-
thing to keep herself occupied with? Now they
will be asking the girls for a detailed report
on what their husband is making, how much
they owe on the house, advising them whether
it is really essential that their boy go to
university — a real means test. As if it were
any of their business!

Jean «was telling me over the phone last
month that she just doesn’t know how the family
would have got along without her pay when
her husband was laid off three months last
Fall. But that’s her tough luck, I guess. She's

_ married and it’s too bad.

Of course a lot of these married women

Think It Over

By Mary Wright

work in offices and as store clerks. Are they
going to replace them with men — pay a
good wage — better than the girls got be-
cause the men have a wife and children to
support? .That would be real noble. But you
will pardon me if I have my douBts. I'm in-
clined to believe that they won’t fill the
vacancies left by the married women but just
plank more work onto the single girl clerks.

I never saw things work any other way at
the shop. Big Dome never tired of telling us
that he wasn’t in business for fun or for our
sake. He always paid us 30 or 40 cénts an
hour less than any of the men, even though
some of them did practically the same job as
we ‘did. He's probably going to use it to scare
the girls — to get more work out of them.
Then again he may think some of the older —
the married women are not quite as fast as

. they used to be and besides are getting too

uppity — it would be a good idea to get
young girls who are not so wise to his ways
— who he could start in at the job at a much
lower rate.

Then, too, I guess we married women can
serve as a good scapegoat — to stop the men
from seriously thinking about the real cause
of unemployment and doing something about
it. Oh sure, it’s all the fault of those married
women taking men’s jobs. . .

Now it’s back to the kitchen. Look after
your husband and provide a home for the
children, which is just what I thought I was
trying to do when I was working. Quite a
far cry from the war years when we were told
that it was our sacred, patriotic duty to lay
down the apron, leave the kids in nurseries,
and pick up the coverall.

We've made some progress but we are a
long way yet from establishing equality for
women. Come to, think of it, it would be a
good idea for Prime Minister Diefenbaker to
write into this Bill of Rights that he talks
about — a clause with teeth in it to establish
equal rights for women. He could do it at
the same time as he writes up another pro-
hibiting the issuance of injunctions to break
strikes such- as Jim was in last year, and
maybe a moratorium on debts during unem-
ployment, and a few other matters of interest
to me, my husband and my children.

‘Worker's Bookshelf

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS [movement of that time and its
PARTY — WHAT IT IS —|meaning for today.
L L ]

WHAT IT STANDS FOR. New
revised edition. By Joseph Han-
sen. 54 pages, 25c.

Discusses what socialism is
and how the Socialist Workers

ed; explains differences between | fascism
the SWP and other radical
parties; tells about the demo-

and the rights, privileges and

* * *

WHITHER FRANCE? By Leon
Trotsky. 160 pages, $2.50. (Very
few copies left.)

Communist Party’s Popular
Front theory and practice and

. to Social-Democratic reformism.

FASCISM — WHAT IT IS — * = &
HOW TO FIGHT IT. By Leon
Trotsky. 48 pages. 15c.

This is a compilation of writ-
ings on the struggle against
in Germany,
France and.the United States.

. [ ] L ]

THE LESSONS OF SPAIN —
THE LAST WARNING. By
Leon Troisky. 21 pages. 25¢c.
Written in December, 1937
during the civil war in Spain.
This pamphlet, which discusses
working-class strategy in the
fight against Fascism, is espec-
ially timely in view of threats
by French generals to launch

Spain,

SOCIALIST ELECTION POL-
ICY IN 1958. By James P. Can-
non. 11 pages, 10c.

The reasons why united so-
cialist political action is indi-
cated now and the outlook for

~American socialism. Discusses
‘new opportunities opening up

for American radicalism and

~the historical precedents for a

united socialist cambaign.
] * L

AMERICA’'S ROAD TO SO-
CIALISM. By James P. Can-
non. 79 pages. 35c.

Presented in simple, highly
readable form, this pamphlet
provides a searching analysis
of the situation of contempor-
ary American capitalism, the
prospects for the socialist move-
ment and a remarkable fore-
cast of what Socialist America
will 1dok like.

* *
EUGENE V. DEBS. By James
P. Cannon. 44 pages, 25c.

A Centennial tribute to the

foremost American socialist and

A study of the working class
struggle against Fascism and
the road to socialism. Covers
events in France from 1934-
1936. The revolutionary social-
ist line is counterposed to the

a Franco-type attack on the
French working class.
* * *

Order the above from Pioneer
Publishers, 116 University Place,
New York 3, N.Y.

Socialist Education,

~an appraisal of the socialist

New York Debate
"What Road Out for France?

— De Gaullism or Socialism?”
Speakers:

WILLIAM RUSHER — Publisher, National Review;
former associate counsel,
curity Sub-Commitiee

TIM WOHLFORTH — Editor, Young Socialist; mem-
ber, national committee American Forum — For

4 Moderator and Chairman:

DR. SAUL K. PADOVER — Professor of political
science, New School for Social Research
Thursday, June 18 — 8 P.M. to 10:30 P.M.

Hotel Great Northern, 118 West 57th St.
-Donation: $1.00; students, 50 cents
Ausp.: The Young Socialist

)
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King Rallies
Are Slated
In Chicago

CHICAGO, June 10 — Rev.
Joseph P. King, United Socialist
candidate for Congress from the
Second District, announced to-
day that he plans to take his
campaign to the people in a
series of open air meetings,
starting immediately. Eight
meetings arve scheduled for this
month. Key issues to be taken
up are the fight for Negro
equality, unemployment, hous-
ing “dfd “redevelopment,” atom-
ic radiation and war, and police
brutality.

All eight meetings will be
held in the evening between 7
and 10 P.M. according to the
following schedule: Sat.,, June
14 at 43 and Ellis; Sunday,
June 15 at 46 and Greenwood;
Tuesday, June 17 at 43 and
Drexel; Friday, June 20 at 50
and Dorchester; Saturday, June
21 at 43 and Berkley; Sunday,
June 22 at 44 and Drexel; Fri-
day, June 27 at 45 and Drexel;
Sunday, June 29 at 43 and
Oakenwald.

|EGLG to Hear

Dr. Meiklejohn

Dr. Alexander Meiklejohn,
dean of American philosophers;
Rabbi Robert E. Goldberg of
New Haven, Conn.; and Dr.
Corliss Lamont will speak at a
New York Meeting, Wednesday
evening, June 18, on the “Right
of the People” under the aus-
pices of the Emergency Civil
Liberties Committee.

As a protest against the sub-
poenaing of prominent actors and
musicians by the Heuse Un-
American Activities Committee,
which has scheduled New York
hearings for the week of June
16, an invitation to the meeting
has been extended to all who
resist the unconstitutional ques-
tioning by the Congressional
committee. The ECLC meeting
will be chaired by Harvey
O’Connor, and will be held at
the New Yorker Hotel.

Wins Against Injustice

James Kutcher (right) and George L. Weissman, treas-
urer of the Kuicher Civil Rights Commitiee, during one of
the long series of legal battles against the government’s
“loyalty” purge program, Final victory in the 10-year fight
came when K’uicher was awarded his back pay June 6.

...Kutcher Pay Victory

(Continued from Page 1)
public opinion against the whole
witch hunt,

The record rolled up by
Kutcher is impressive. In the
successful fight against revoca-
tion of his veteran’s disability
pension he forced the first open
hearing in a “security” case.
By winning his eight-year court
fight to get back his VA job
he became the first member of
an organization on the Attorney
General’s illegal blacklist to
vindicate his right to govern-
ment employment.

His victory in the New Jersey
Supreme Court against eviction
of himself and his family from
a low-cost federal housing pro-
ject was an important factor in
convincing the Department of
Justice to abandon attempts to

enforce the Gwinn amendment
establishing “loyalty” purges of
federal housing tenants.

His recent victory in the
Court of Claims should estab-
lish a precedent for witch-hunt
victims who regain their jobs
getting their back pay without
the expense and delay of a

® o
court fight. :

‘LOYALTY’ OATH

New York City’s high school
graduates will start on the road
to adulthood by signing a loy-
alty oath. Every member of the
graduating class must, before
receiving a diploma, sign a
statement that he will be loyal
to his parents, his God, and to
the laws of the United States

of America.

Mich. Socialist
Nominee Heard

By UAW VLocals

DETROIT, June 9 — The Socialist Workers Party
candidate for U.S. Senator, Evelyn Sell, spoke before two
local union meetings last week-end. Well-attended meet-

ings of the Ford Local 600 Tool¢
and Die Unit and the Cadillac
Local 22 heard Mrs. Sell out-
line a program to combat the
current recession which has af-
fected the Detroit area to the
point where it is being named
the “Capital of the Depression.”

Both union bodies are among
those working without a con-
tract. The auto companies are
hacking away at hard-won
union gains by increasing speed-
up and decreasing union repre-
sentation for the workers on
the job. Faced with such at-
tacks by the employers and the
anti-labor offensive of the gov-
ernment, these auto workers
listened attentively as the SWP
candidate urged them to rely
on their own strength, courage
and abilities in order to solve
their grave problems.

SUPPORTS UNION’S STAND

“I'm not going to tell you to
vote for me or the other can-
didates of the Socialist Work-
ers Party because we know
better than you how to get
peace and prosperity,” Mrs. Sell
said to the Ford workers. “You
have already worked out apro-
gram which deals with the
problems of unemployment,
war and the anti-labor offen-
sive of the employers and the
government. I think you should
vote for me and my fellow can-
didates because we support the
same program you do.”

" Going on to point out that
both the Socialist Workers
Party and Local 600 call for a
30-hour week at 40 hours pay,
the abolition of the Taft-Hart-
ley law and right-to-work laws,
the extension of jobless bene-
fits through the full period of
unemployment and the creation
of a Labor Party, the candi-
date . asked: “Does the Demo-
cratic Party include in its plat-
form a call for 30-for-40? They

EVELYN SELL, Socialist
Workers Party candidate for
U.S. Senator from Michigan.

have been in control of Con-
gress. Have they seriously tried
to throw out the Taft-Hartley
law? Aren’t they the party of
Eastland and Faubus? The de-
mand for a Labor Party—the
Democratic Party certainly
doesn’t include that in its plat-
form! Isn’t a vote for such a
party a vote against your own
union program?

“If you.want to vote for the
program endorsed by your un-
ion, vote for the candidates of
the Socialist Workers Party,
Frank Lovell for Governor and
Evelyn Sell for United States
Senator.”

On the foreign, policy side the
SWP candidates advocate an
immediate end to atom-bomb
tests and elimination of trade
barriers erected by this country
against the Soviet Union, the
People’s Republic of China and
the countries of Eastern Europe.

By John Storm

SAN FRANCISCO — The
650,000 voie margin of Demo-
cratic candidate Edmund P.
Brown in California’s June 3
primaries has dealt a smashing
blow ito Republican Senator
William F. Knowland’s hopes
of becoming governor in No-
vember. Democratic national
leaders see in the California
voting the prophecy of a Demo-
cratic victory in November not
only in California but national-
ly. Observers credit the sirong
Democratic tide in California
to the recession and to anger
with Knowland’s openly anti-
labor campaign. .

Knowland, darling of the re-
actionaries, has been’campaign-
ing on a program calling for a
state “right-to-work” (more ac-
curately known as a right-to-
scab) law. Democrat Brown has
come out against this blatantly
anti-union measure. Since the
contest between them centered
about this issue, the primary
attracted national attention as
an important test of strength
between employers and labor.
KEY LABOR STATE

Next to New York, California
has more union members than
any other state. If the bosses
are able to put this union-
busting law across here, they
would obviously be in a posi-
tion to move more vigorously
in other states and in Washing-
ton for similar anti-labor legis-
lation.

Besides

pushing “right-to-

work” propaganda through
Knowland’s campaign, the
labor-haters are gathering sig-
natures to put this proposal on
the ballot in November. Reports
indicate that the signatures are
being obtained at the cost of
$1 per name. However, the em-
ployers are apparently ready to
spend unlimited sums.

Although California has more
registered Democrats than Re-
publicans, the Republican Party
has had almost exclusive con-
trol of the state for more than
fifty years. When the ‘“New
Deal” swept the state, the Re-
publicans quickly adapted
themselves to its political pow-
er with only a minimum of
casualties. During this period
the liberal, Earl-Warren wing
of the party was dominant.
However, as the post-war re-
action deepened, the conserva-
tives started taking over.

A 'FRIEND OF LABOR’

This process had a profound
effect upon the current election.
When Warren was kicked up-
stairs into the Supreme Court,
Goodwin “Goodie” Knight don-
ned liberal garb, and promoted
himself into the office of Gov-
ernor. From that time on,
“Goodie’s” reputation as a so-
called friend of labor was un-
excelled by any of the state’s
leading politicians in either the
Republican or Democratic
parties.

Gov. Knight announced his
candidacy for re-election well
before any serious campaigning

had started. When Knowland
entered the race, he took issue
with him on the “Right to
Work Law.” Knight was con-
sidered a “popular” governor
by prevailing standards, and
his chances of winning the Re-
publican nomination over
Knowland appeared good.

Then Knight was summoned
to Washington and bluntly
told to withdraw from the
race for Governor and to run
for the U.S. Senate or face the
possibility of political annihila-
tion. “Goodie” was not about
to sacrifice his political career
for labor, and he promptly
switched his candidacy as di-
rected. Knight realized that he
would not get either the news-
paper or financial support he
needed if he persisted in his
campaign for Governor.

Knight’s desertion threw the
labor leaders into consterna-
tion. Their champion, “Goodie,”
had folded up like an accordian
without even that instrument’s
customary moan. To make mat-
ters worse his candidacy for
Senator confronted them with
new problems.
AFL, CIO JOCKEYING

The AFL and CIO are still
organized as separate bodies
on the state and city levels in
California. In the past, the CIO
has operated politically within
the Democratic Party while the
AFL has usually supported the
liberal Republicans. In this
election, the CIO busied itself
with promoting Brown’s cam-
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paign for the Democratic nomi-
nation, and the AFL obviously
intended to support Knight as
it had in the previous election.
If Knight had lost to Know-
land in the Republican primary,
the AFL would have then
switched its support to Demo-
crat ‘Brown for the November
elections.

In order to keep this escape
hatch open and to work as
closely as possible with the
CIO colleagues, the AFL lead-
ers were planning to support
Democratic Congressman Clare
Engle for U.S. Senator. Knight’s
switch to this race put the labor
leaders on the sppt. Engle’s
labor record in Congress is
anything but savory. It includes
voting for Taft-Hartley, and
numerous stands against labor-
supported bills. Knight im-
mediately took advantage of
the situation to demand en-
dorsement for Senator on the
basis of his record as a “friend
of labor.”

This led to a split in both the
CIO and the AFL conferences.
In the CIO, a group led by the
Steel Workers union fought a
losing battle to secure the en-
dorsement of both Knight and
Engle. In the AFL, a group led
by the Retail Clerks wanted to
support Knight. Since the con-
ference, the AFL group has
come out for Knight in disre-
gard of the state AFL’s en-
dorsement of Engle.

California Primary Vote Hits Union-Busting

The Democratic politicians’
opposition to the ‘right to
work” is merely a vote-getting
gimmick. The Democrats haven’t
enjoyed a major election vic-
tory in California for 20 years.
Without the support of the
unions, their chances are nil.
Brown, who is presently Cali-
fornia’s Attorney General, has
never distinguishe®l himself as
strongly pro-labor.

While he and other Demo-
cratic Party leaders have made
numerous statements against a
"right to work law,” they have
qualified these by saying that
they would favor- some other
types of labor legislation. Since
it is the bosses who are press-
ing the other types of labor
legislation at this time, their
stand is neither reassuring nor
inspiring.

Once again it becomes pain-
fully clear just how badly la-
bor needs its own political party
to protect its interests. The ef-
forts of the California labor
leaders to. block the employer
offensive against the unions by
maneuvering within the parties
of Big Business have only suc-
ceeded in confusing the situ-
ation and in placing political
confidence where none is de-
served. Labor will never be
able to cope with these capi-
talist sharks in their own poli-
tical waters — that is, in the
Democratic and Republican
parties.
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