1958

Of Socialist
Opportunity

Year

By MURRY WEISS

National Fund

MARCH 19 — The branches of the SocialistkWOrkers Party

Drive Director

have all responded to the March 1 launching of the $20,000 So-
cialist Expansion Fund by pledging the full amount of the goal.
We have already received $3,113.60 which marks a 15% com-
pletion of the quotas in the third week of a 12-week drive.

The Buffalo branch has taken a strong lead with 35% of its

$1,500 quota fulfilled despite the

ment in the Buffalo area has slashed the incomes of many

branch members.
The spring Fund Drive for

jected Socialist Expansion Funds in 1958. It is now the main
busines before all party branches and ' will continue to be the

main business until the drive is
31.

The SWP feels that 1958

fact that widespread unemploy-

$20.000 is the first of two pro-

successfully concluded on May

is a year of opportunity and

challenge for the-socialist movement in America.

trial
of

stands on
the people

Capitalism
only Dbefore

world but before the American peo-
ple as well. The issue in this trial

is whether the richest country

the world shall continue to pour
its vast wealth and labor power

into frenzied preparations for

war that will mean the destruction
of the human race, or whether the

not
the

in

a

huge productive capacity of this &

country shall be turned towards
creating a life of unprecedented
and fra- ] »
brotherhood with people

abundance
ternal
everywhere.

in peaceful

American capitalism has driven
the contradictions of the profit sys-
tem to an insane conclusion, to a

15000 | |.

point where in order to save this °

system it is ready to gamble with

the life of the human race.

.
And now the cruel delusion that ‘

by squandering the precious re- .

sources created by labor for the

preparation of a war, capitalism # o

has found a way to eliminate de-

pressions is rapidly crumbling.

After almost two decades of war l0,000 .

preparations and war, more war

preparations and more war, what ’ ] d

does capitalism have to show the

American people? *
Mental hospitals are overflow-

ing; while- funds available for ®

health and welfare are declining.

Unemployment .

grows month by .

month; while con-

sumer purchasing

power declines.

Prices are rising,’

Jim Crow is thriv-

ing, slums are ’

growing; while un-

ion demands for

higher wages are

met with savage

resistance and

preparations for

s trikebreaking.
New housing con-
struction is declin-

ing, schools and e
education are de-
teriorating, youth face a

world  without

préspécts for

employment and without a future and the older citizens live

on a pauper’s pittance.

In this situation all American capitalism and its Republi-

can and Democratic parties can offer

is more fiendishly de-

structive Intercontinental Ballistics Missiles.

We believe that now is the time for socialists to close
ranks, pool their resources and go before the American people in
a crusade for socialism against capitalism. The 1958 Congression-

al elections are, in our opinion,

the best arena for socialists to

(Continued on Page 2)
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Labor Presses Congress
For Action on Recession

—

AECNailed
In Brazen

Falsehood

By HARRY RING

MARCH 18 How the
Atomic Energy Commission uses
trickery to thwart world-wide
demands for a halt to nuclear
tests was exposed anew this
week. The commission was
caught in a lie when it claimed
that underground nuclear ex-
plosions cannot be successfully
detected and that therefore the
Soviet offer for a monitored
test ban should be rejected.

The AEC claim was nailed
as phony by I. F. Stone, fighter
for peace and civil liberties,
and editor of I. F.  Stone’s
Weekly.

On March 6, the AEC had
issued an official account of
the underground nuclear test it
conducted in Nevada last Sept.
19. The report stated: ° . the
earth movement was so slight
that it could be recorded only
on extremely sensitive seismo-
logical instruments. The earth
waves were recorded at seismo-
logical stations at Los Angeles,
about 250 miles, air line, from
the shot mesa. This is the maxi-
mum distance at which the
shot was recorded.” (Emphasis
added.) ’

The purpose of this claim was
to show that it would be mean-
ingless to accept the Soviet of-
fer for a test ban with inter-
national monitoring stations
spaced 500 miles apart to de-
tect explosions in violation of
the ban.

DETECTED IN ROME

On reading this release, Stone
contacted the AEC to find out
how it reconciled this claim
with reports from other sources
that the underground shot had
been recorded as far away as
Toronto and Rome. While wait-
ing for the AEC answer, Stone
learned from the Commerce
Department’s Coast and Geo-
detic Survey that the blast had
been detected at Fairbanks,
Alaska, 2,300 miles north of the
test site, at Fayetteville, Ark..
about 1,240 miles east, and at

(Continued on Page 2)

See U.S. Aiding Rebels

In Indonesia

Civil War

The Indonesian government has surprised and dis-
mayed U. S. imperialism with its swift measures to put

down the army revolt in Central Sumatra. For thlS

volt” (actually an attempted¢

“re-

countet - revolution) was ob-
viously planned and paid for in
Washington, D.C. It is no ac-
cident that it is precisely in
the area of U.S. oil and rubber
company holdings in Indonesia
that the local army officers
suddenly discovered they can
no longer tolerate Premier
Sukarno’s “drift towards Com-
munism.”

CHRONOLOGY

The chronology of the cvents
reveals a gieat deal. In Decem-

ber, Indonesia nationalized the
holdings of the Dutch imper-
jalists. In January, U.S. Am-
bassador Allison was ordered
home by Dulles for being too
friendly to the Indoncsian gov-
ernment. On Fcb. 10 the army
chiefs in Central Sumatra de-
livered an ultimatum to the

central government in Jakarta
ithat the cabinet resign in five
days or clse. The next day, Sec-
retary of State Dulles, at his
press conference, violating all
diplomatic protocol, at great
length discussed Indonesia’s in-
ternal politics, disparaging
the policics of Premicr Sukarno
as leading towards communism.
and praising the aims of the
rebels -to-be. U.S. Seventh
Fleet commander, Vice-Admir-
al Bceakley, made similat re-
marks. On Feb. 15 the military
chiefs in Central Sumatra pro-
claimed their new government
‘with the former head of the
Bank of Indonesia as premier.

U.S. News and World Report,
on Feb. 28 printed an article
from its correspondent in Tok-
yo giving an inside picture of
U.S. policy in Indonesia. It
described three alternative pol-
icies the U.S.

could have fol-
lowed. First was supporting
Indonesia’s legal government,
hoping to influence Sukarno

away from his leftward “drift.”
Sccond was neutrality.. “The
third course was to shy away
from Sukarno and give moral

and material support to the
anti-Communist rebels. Advo-
cates of this course realized

that it would risk getting the
U.S. drawn into an Indo-China
type war and—if the rebels
collapsed—might leave the U.S.
holding the bag in an unsuc-
cessful revolution. It was not
an easy choice. According to
information here, the U.S. took
the third course . . . ”

The article also notes that
the rebel government “is acting
as if it had direct or indirect
assurance from the U.S. that it

will not be abandoned if a
showdown comes with the
Reds.”
CREDIT BRATING

Banks, finance companies and
installment plan  stores in
Youngstown do not ask, “How
much money can * you pay

down"” The first question now
“How much semomty do you
havc"”

Bomb Mishap
Shows Root
Of War Peril

By HENRY GITANO

An American bomber which
accidentally hurled an atomic
bomb on March 11, lacked only
the fuse necessary to transform
Florence, South Carolina into
a nuclear-horror crematory. As
it is, the blast scattered plu-
tonium while exploding TNT
which ripped a hole 75 feet
wide and 35 feet deep, injuring
six  persons, including four
children. The detonation was
felt over a radius of one mile,
but its significance, dramatizing
the U.S. government’s ever-
readiness to visit massive nu-
clear “retaliation” on peoples
whose social system it doesn’t
favor, was felt around the
world.

This incident, as well as the
Feb. 4 jettisoning of nuclear
weapons off Savannah, Georgia,
spotlights the role of the Stra-
tegic Air Command (SAC). SAC
planes armed with nuclear wea-
pons are in the air at all times,
ready for “instant retalg’ation;”
one-third of its 2,000 nuclear
armed jet bombers are aloft or
ready to be in the air within
15 minutes.

The full horror
these airborne
dramatized by
tary of the Air Force Harold
E. Talbott: “A single SAC
bomber with a thiee-man crew,
carrying only one bomb load,
can carry more destructive
power in one mission than the

(Continued on Page 2)

contained in
threats was
former Secre-

ONE WE. DON'T - HAVE,
ANY TROUBLE
GETTING VP /

In advancing a program to “put Amer-
ica back to work,” the AFL-CIO leaders
at the Washington Conference included a
demand for a big boost in arms spending.

Such a demand has not place in a
Labor program to combat depression. In
fact, it has no place in a Labor program
at any time.

Said AFL-CIO President Meany in
presenting the arms proposition: “We need
guided missiles and manned aircraft; we
need armaments and aircraft carriers; we
need a trained, expert, well-manned and
well-paid military establishment . . .”

Who needs all this?

Certainly not the millions of Ameri-
can families who live in tenements. They
need decent housing.

Certainly not the millions of school
children who need more and better
schools. Certainly not the teachers who
need better pay if their living standards
are to approach a decent level.

Neither do the American workers,
whom Meany is supposed to represent,
need rockets equipped with nuclear war-
heads. They need better pay, shorter work-
ing hours, an end to speed-up, longer va-
cations and more leisure.

Need Abundance

The American people as a whole need
more doctors, more hospitals, more medi-
cal rescarch. They need parks, art, music
and theater centers, flood control projects,
land reclamation and other public ser-
vices. And they need consumer goods of
every conceivable kind in abundant quan-
tity and at a low price.

Hundreds of millions of people in
Asia, Africa and Latin America who are
fighting to liberate themselves from age-
old economic backwardness don’t
atomic missiles ecither. They need modern
factories, dams and other equipment to
help them industrialize.

The production of arms — nearly half-
a-trillion dollars worth in the past ten
yvears — has criminally wasted material
and labor that might have been devoted
to useful production here and abroad. It
saddled the working people with inflation
and high taxes. It impoverished the na-
tion.

Labor Must Demand
Produchon for Peace

AN EDITORIAL

need

Big Business alone benefited from
the insane waste and destruction. It used
the arms expenditures to keep 1nord1nate
profits flowing into its coffers.

Their Solution: War

It was World War II that rescued
the profit system from depression and
ilie Korean war that staved off a new col-
japse following the 1949-50 recession. And
now with a new collapse of the capitalist
system threatening, the Big-Business
crowd will again seek salvation in war
expenditures — and in war.

In demanding jobs for all, Labor
must repudiate the Big-Business arms pro-
gram instead of going along with it as
Meany does. Labor must demand firmly
and insistently: No more production for
war; direct the economy into new chan-
nels; produce for peace!

To put teeth in that demand, Labor
should call for all war industries to be
nationalized and converted—under work-
ers’ democratic management — to the
production of goods the people of the
country and the world need to enjoy a
better life.

Labor should further demand the 30-
hour week at 40 hours pay and an end
to man-killing speed-up.

Wages must go up so that the work-
ing people can buy more of the goods they
need. Taxes on incomes under $7,500 per
year must be abolished.

Lahor’s True Goal

The AFL-CIO estimates that at least
207« of the nation’s productive facilities
are now idle. Rather than let this pro-
ductive apparatus rot and rust or be
turned to making arms, Labor should
proposc that the government take them
over, too, and put more men and women
back on the job producing useful things.

Lastly, Labor must organize politic-
ally to supplant the capitalist class as
the directing force in the nation. And it
must start with a clear goal around which
to rally the majority of the American
people: an end to depressions; an end to
wars; a society of peace and abundance.

v

4 Proposals

But AFL-CIO Parley

Fall Short

Of What Is Needed

By GEORGE LAVAN

MARCH 19 — The attention — indeed, deference
shown by Washington officialdom and the capitalist

newspapers to the

AFL-CIO Conference on Putting

America Back to Work is cleard
proof that the labor movement
is recognized as the spokesman
for America’s unemployed.

On short notice Eisenhower
agreed to give an audience to
the entire AFL-CIO Executive
Council to hear its proposals
on how to combat joblessness.
Secretary of Labor Mitchell and
the assorted Democratic and
Republican politicians, who ad-
dressed the conference, used
their most honeyed words to
assure the delegates that their
hearts were with the unemploy-
ed and labor’s anti-recession
aims,

Nationally the Big Business
press gave respectful coverage
to the conference and ran
front-page pictures of Eisen-
hower with AFL-CIO President
George Meany and United Auto
Workers President Walter Reu-
ther to show their readers.that
slow-moving Eisenhower is not
impervious to the plight of the
unemployed.

SPEAK FOR NATION

The recognition accorded the
AFL-CIO conference stems not
only from the strength of or-
ganized labor — almost 18 mil-
lion members. It stems from
the fact that in speaking for its
own unemployed members la-
bor is also speaking in the in-
terest of all the unemployed

and all those who fear unem-
ployment.
Thus the labor movement

stands as the natural spokes-
man for the overwhelming ma-
jority of the American people
against a repetition of depres-
sion suffering such as prevail-
ed during the 1930°s. The poli-
ticians realize this, and they
consequently handled the AFL-
CIO’s Emergency Conference
with kid gloves.

The big question that all this
raises is: Will the leaders of
the American labor movement
live up to the responsibility?
Will labor lead the Ameri¢an
people? Will it devise the meas-
ures needed to prevent a ca-
lamity of poverty and suffering
from hitting America’s workers,
farmers dnd middle class? And
will it force those measures
through Congress and the state
legislatures? These are the big

.questions

MEANY

that history has
placed before the labor move-
ment in the year 1958.

The first thing that must be
said about the AFL-CIO confers .
ence that met in Washington
from March 11-13 is ‘that it
took only the most halting, tims
orous steps. ki

ASK FOR PALLIATIVES

Instead of speaking out with ,
the thunderous voice of the
millions of unemployed and thé Vi
millions who want something :
effective done, the conference
merely called for minor rem-
edies. These were mostly of a
stop-gap character, as if it were
safe to gamble that the eco-
nomic crisis may not deepen
as it did in the 1930°s. More-
over, many AFL-CIO proposals
did not go beyond what the
capitalist politicians had al-
ready decided to concede.
The conference position on
extension of unemployment
compensation benefits is an im-
portant example. On March: 8
Eisenhower called for extension
of benefits for 13 more weeks,
Thinking it necessary to outbid
the Republicans in an election
year, Democratic Congressmen' :
began talk of a 16-week exten- ?
sion. Bills were introduced 1
while the conference was in
session. The N. Y. Times head-
line of March 12 read: “Demo-
crats Act — Offer Bill in House
to Add 16 Weeks of Aid to |
(Continued on Page 4) i

Blaze in N.Y. Firetrap
Kills 24 and Injures 15

By HERMAN CHAUKA

NEW YORK, March 20 — Twenty-four workers, 18 of
them women, went to a horrible death yesterday after-
noon as a blazing fire swiftly gutted the five-story tenes.

5 A R R B

ment-loft building where they+

worked at 623 Broadway. An-
other 15 workers were injured.
Officials are not certain if this
is the final toll.

The blaze began with an cx-
plosion in an apparently defec-
five textile drying oven in one
of the small shops on the third
floor of the old loft building.
When one of the workers went
to ignite the oven, “flames roar-
ed out. There was a tremen-
dous blast and then we couldn’t
sce anytlhing,” said an cyewit-
ness.

The flames shot instantanc-
ously to the floor above. There,
in an underwear manufacturing
shop, 39 workers, mostly wom-
en, were at their sewing, print-

ing and drying machines. I{
was on this floor that the
flames, smoke, fumes and heat

took the heaviest toll.

Blinded by the terrible
smoke, a number of woikers
died or were injured when

they leapt from windows and |
missed the firemen’s nets. There ;
was no fire escape and many
were trapped trying to find
their way to the stairway. Ten
of the victims were found un-

der their work benches. Five
were huddled near the rear
windows. Four bodies were

found at the head of the stair-
case. (The staircase was “fire-
proof” so no fire escapes were
legally required.)

Onc of those who escaped,
17-ycar-old Mrs. Dolores Cole-
man, told newsmen: “I heatd |

something that shook the whole
building. Smoke came up and
then the fire and we couldn’t
get to the door. I tried to break
a window with a chair but I
couldn’t get through. It was
too dark and I was scared be-
cause of the screaming and
hollering. The last thing I re-

member was everyone trying A
(Continued on Page 2) g |
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Socialists Urged
To Unite Behind
Chi. Candidate

- CHICAGO, March 14 — Prospects for a united so-
cialist campaign in the Second Congressional District
have moved forward rapidly in the past week. A con-

&

a.

ference was held yesterday
the Essex Community Church
for the purpose of organizing
“the broadest unity of socialists
for .the consideration of 1958
electoral activity.” The call was
isstied by the Reverend Joseph
P. King, president of the Wash-
ington Paik Forum, who has
announced his candidacy.

“Meanwhile, on March 9. a
spontaneous discussion of Rev.
King's candidacy fook place al
the Washington Park Forum
and $93 was contributed tow-
ard his campaign. Resv. King
héd not planned to discuss the
question of his candidacy at
;tl;le Forum until next week.

f'f;O'ver 40 persons were present
&t the Community Church con-
fetence, most of them support-
ers . of the Washington Park
Forum who strongly favor in-
dependent socialist political ac-
ﬁ(m Also attending, primarily
as observers, were representa-
tives of the Socialist Party, the
American Socialist magazine
dnd the Communist Party.

COMMUNIST PARTY

“+In reply to a question from
_Peter Meyer, of the State com-
‘mittee of the Socialist Party
Rev. King stressed the fact
fhat he is not “an instrument”
‘of any particular party, but is
putting first the unity of all
socialists in the coming elec-
Aions. “I will gladly withdraw
in ‘support of any candidate
who will more broadly repre-
‘sént the working prople,” King
said. “My only condition is that
such a candidate break with

Dowson in Bid
For Canadian
~ Parliament Seat

Ross Dowson, prominent rev-
:olutionary socialist in Canada,
.8 running for Parliament from
‘d Toronto district as candidate
o0f the Socialist Educational
:League. Secretary-treasurer of
:the league and editor of its
fnonthly paper, Workers Van-
guard, he has twice run for
Mayor of Toronto as its candi-
‘date. Last November he chal-
lenged minister of external ai-
fairs Sidney Smith in a special
by-election.

"' Dowson’s program gives con-
créte answers to the problems
of war and depressions. His
foreign policy planks call for
a break with the NATO war
pact; a nuclear test ban; sup-
port to the colonial freedom
struggles; solidarity with the
struggles for socialist democra-
@y in the Soviet bloc and for a
break with U. S. State Depart-
ment policies. It demands a ban
on H-bomb flights over Can-
ada, withdrawal of U. S. troops
from the country and withdraw-
al. of Canadian troops from
" dbroad.

+-His' domestic program calls
for the 30-hour week at 40
hours pay; re-opening of idle
shops by the government un-
der union administration; un-
émployment insurance for the
duration of unemployment and
a4 wide program of federally
subsidized low-rent housing.

*

REV. JOSEPH B. KING

~apitalist politics and advocate
a socialist program.”

“The door is wide open for
he closest collaboiation of all
ocialist tendencies,” affirmed
all of King’s supporters at the
meeting. In his speech, Rev.
%ing spoke of “the tie between
‘he socialist program and the
day-to-day problems in the
sommunity.” :

Rev. William T. Baird, of the
Tssex Community Church, was
the other featured speaker. He
told of how, when he was Pro-
gressive Party district commit-
eeman, he had opposed sup-
port to Barivett O'Hara, present
‘ncumbent Congressman, ‘“be-
cause it meant playing ball
with the Democrats, and hold-
ing back the organization of
an independent party.”

“I'm working with some six
~ocialist groups on one project
or another,” he added. “I don’t
give a hoot what your label is.
My only condition is that the
oroject is in the interests of the
reople.”

CITES PRESSURE

Describing some of the pres-
-ure that has been put on him
for his sponsorship of the
united socialist campaign, Baird
said, “One call from a ‘friend’
asked why I was being used
by the Socialist Workers Party.
Another said I was being used
by the Communist Pariy. A
minister friend called to ex-
nress his shock at having this
socialist meeting taking place
at a Christian church. A fourth
suggested that support to a
united socialist ticket was tant-
amount to destruction of the
movement for the election of
Di. Howard, a candidate in an-
other district.”” Dr. Baird said
all these protests missed the
point of the right of political
freedom.

The meeting adopted a mo-
tion in support of a united so-
cialist ticket in the Second Dis-
trict. It organized a com-
inttitee to create an “independ-
ent, broad and militant united
socialist campaign.” Tentative
officers of the committee are
Rev. King as candidate; John
Hamilton, chairman; Wilson
Graves, secretary; Barney Tay-
lor, treasurer, and Howard
Mayhew, publicity. The next
oublic meeting of the group
will be Wed., April 2, at 306
E. 43rd Street.
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By PETER FRYER
Special London Correspondent

In ‘pub’ or club, in factory or
university, wherever English-
men gather, as soon as the talk
turns to politics the H-bomb
and the rocket bases become
the center of attention. Scarcely
a public speech or discussion
that does not return, over and
over again, to the H-bomb. In
the past few months there has
been an upsurge of public teel-
ing unprecedented ' since the
end of the second world war.
Five things in particular show
how the British people are
feeling:

(1) At the by-election in the
working-class town of Rochdale
four. voters . in five cast their
votes for anti-H-bomb candi-
dates, and the Government
(Conservative)  candidate took a
tremendous licking. g
RUSSELL APPLAUDED

(2) At five simultaneous meet-
ings held in central London
over 5,000 people applauded
calls for unilateral renunciation
of the bomb by Britain made
by such personalities as phil-
osopher Bertrand Russell, nov-
elist J. B. Priestley, historian
A. J. P, Taylor and Michael
Foot, editor of the Left-Labor
weekly Tribune. '

(3) A number of Left-Labor
Members of Parliament, one-
time Bevanites, have launched
a new ‘ginger group’ inside the
Labor Party, drawing heavy
fire from the Right Wing for
their announced intention to
discuss, among other topics, the
unilateral renunciation of the
bomb.

(4) The Daily Herald sent a
shiver of térror and apprehen-
sion up the spines of the Right
Wing when it came out in fa-
vor of unilateral suspension of
the testing and manufacture of
the H-bomb by Britain. Labor
Party secretary Morgan Phillips
sent the paper a stern rebuke
— but 69 Labor MPs sent a
letter praising the stand taken
by the one-time staunchly Right
Wing Herald.

STUDENTS OPPOSE TESTS

(6) At Oxford University a

Protest U.S. Bases

Incident during recent
hundred Britons marched on

massive students’ meeting voted
overwhelmingly in favor of uni-
lateral renunciation of the
bomb by Britain — and a spec-
ial issue of the students’ maga-
zine Isis, wholly devoted to the
horrors of nuclear warfare, set
in motion a university referen-
dum on this issue. (Two-thirds
of the students entering the poll
declared in favor of Britain
stopping nuclear tests until
there can be an opportunity to
discuss disarmament with the
Soviet Union. Results were an-
nounced on March 15, accord-
ing to the New York Herald
Tribune. — Ed.)

This is only a selection of the
campaign news. Almost every
day brings some fresh initia-
tive. A group of Left-Wing and
pacifist MPs is sponsoring a
three-day protest march to the
British atomic warfare labora-
tories over the Easter weekend.
London university teachers

when several

demonstration,
American air-force base near
London, The demonsirators carried placards calling on the
U.S. to abandon its British bases. The British population
is alarmed over knowledge that American planes fly over-
head with A-bombs.

have declared against the bomb.

"A lively correspondence is go-
ing on in The Times, and the
opponents of the bomb are
making rings round their chau-
vinistic (and often extremely
ignorant) opponents.

Nor are the protests confined
to the middle class. Liverpool
Trades and Labor Council has
declared its opposition to the
building of rocket bases in
Britain, and its support for any
workers who ‘black’ (i.e., boy-

cott) the building of these
bases.
This demand for the ‘black-

ing’ of the bases may in the not
too distant future become the
spearhead of the whole cam-
paign. At the moment, however,
attention is concentrated on the
emergence of the “Victory for
Socialism” organization in the
Labor Party. This has con-
founded the glib, facile critics
who, following the annual con-

ference of the Labor Party last
autumn, said the Labor Left
was dead and that Aneurin
Bevan had driven the last nail
into its coffin. The result. of the
Left popping uvp as large as
life, albeit under leaders far
less colorful than Bevan, has
been a blaze of press publicity
which helped to make the in-
augural meeting of the organi-
zation in London this week a
very well-attended one. .
There are immense possibil-
ities for such an organization,
despite the vacillations and]
lack of clarity of. its leaders.
One important role it may have
to play is the further develop-
ment of the anti-H-bomb cam-
paign. There is growing pres-
sure from certain middle-class,
pacifist elements who are tak-
ing part in"this campaign for
it to be a “non-political” one,
so as not to alienate “Liberals”
and even some Conservatives.
If the emergence of Victory for
Socialism helps to identify the
Labor Party in . the public
mind with thorough-going op-
position to the H-bomb-—des-
pite. this week’s milk-and-water
statement from the Labor lead-
ers—it could do much to nip
in the bud these suggestions for
unprincipled “Popular . Front-
ery.” :
MUST TURN TO WORKERS
The great need is to get Vic-
tory for Socialism to turn its
attention to the factories and
trade union branches, -to be-

come, not a group of middle-

class do-gooders, but an organi-
zation which can bring indus-
trial militants in to the Labor
Party, and forthright socialist
policies into the trade unions.
The presence of a fair sprink-
ling of factory workers at the
inaugural meeting was a good
sign. Much can be done by for-
mer members of the Commun-
ist Party, a steady stream of
whom are joining the Labor
Party to play a part in the
strengthening of the Left.
Victory for Socialism will
succeed, and not least in the
all-important question of the

H-bomb only if it makes a se-’

... AEC
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17 other seismological stations
in the U. S. and Canada.

Confronted with an indepen-
dent journalist in possession of
these damning facts, the AEC
finally issued a brief statement
of correction to news editors
that was couched in language
designed to attract a minimum
of attention. )

This correction went largely
unnoticed by the daily press
rntil the information was made
available to Senator Hubert
Humphrey (D-Minn.) who now

favors an ‘agreement to stop
the tests and who sent out ai
release challenging the AEC
deception.

Once the matter became pub--

Nailed

lic, the Joint Congressional
Committee on Atomic Energy
felt compelled to summon AEC
officizls on Sept. 15 for an ex-
planation. After a perfunctory
hearing, the Congressmen de-
clared the AEC had been guilty
only of an “honest error.” They
were joined in this disgraceful
whitewash by Humphrey who
immediately issued a concurring
statement.
COORDINATED
The verdict of an
error” came despite the know-
ledge that the doctored report
had been circulated throughout
the AEC staff for what was
delicately called “coordination”

prior to release. It had been
read by all AEC commissioners

STATEMENT l
“honest |

in Falsehood

without any of them catching
the “error.” A sole exception,
according to AEC testimony,
was a San Francisco press of-
ficer who recommended dele-
tion of the false claim. But it
seems the man he made the
recommendation to ‘“became ill
and did not return to work
until after the statement had
been prepared in final form.”

While this particular official
was “ill,” the rest of the AEC
propaganda machine was busily
at work on a new line of pub-
lic deception. To divert atten-
tion from the current exposure,
AEC publicists hit the head-
lines with a new gimmick —
the claim that continuing tests
of A and H-bombs are neces-

...A-Bomb Accident

(Continued from Page 1)

entire air forces of all the com-
batants could carry in the last
war.”

Military and political analysts
realizing the implications of
SAC are rightly scared. Brit-
ain’s Captain B. H. Liddell
Hart, world renowned military
critic, warned in the Jan. 25,
Herald Tribune that “a misin-
terpretation of code signals by
aircraft [loaded with H-bombs]
might all too easily lead to the
starting of nuclear war — and
thereby to 'the almost instan-
taneous destruction of civiliza-
tion.” Hart relates that in. the
more leisurely days of World
War II, the codeword “Crom-
well” was sent out on Sept. 7.
1940 in England and misinter-
preted in some cases to mean
that a German  invasion had
taken place, with the result
that bridges were destroyed,
roads blocked and mines laid.

Another accident was the
German bombing of Rotterdam
on May 14, 1940. The German
general signaled orders by
wireless and red flares to can-
cel the bombing attack. But
one of the two columns carried
out the original orders, destroy-
ing 20,000 buildings.

TRIGGER-HAPPY OFFICERS

Hart sees the danger of “H-
bombing airmen . . . some of
whom may be feeling intensely
bellicose and trigger - happy,”
doing some ‘“intentional misin-
‘erpretation.” The concept of
“instant readiness” requires
wide dispersal and decentral-
ized control, thus “the crew of
an aircraft can themselves make
the bomb effective” precipitat-
ing says Hart “a world catas-
trophe.”

Hanson Baldwin, New York
Times military analyst revealed
on Feb. 4 that SAC “emergencv
take-offs actually have been
made when radar screens in-
dicated (falsely) large numbers
of unidentified planes.” Bald-
win quotes Colonel H. - W.

Shelton who posed the problem
of weapons triggered off by one
radar which could not tell the
difference between a meteorite
and a missile.

C. L. Sulzberger in the Feb
15 New York Times states that:
“American commanders
throughout the world are em-
powered to reply when their
units are menaced.” He asks,
“is it not possible for a mar
to believe he is about to be at-
tacked when such is not ac-
tually the case? We know al-
ready of two tense moment:
when we thought Soviet aeria’
armadas were on the offensive
—once towards the U.S., once
over Turkey. Both. were falsc
alarms.”

On Dec. 21, 1954, Baldwin
said: “Many in the air force
believe the price of surviva’
means beating the enemy to
the first atomic punch.” On
Feb. 4 he says, “the old talk of
preventive war—[to launch an
attack on the Soviet Union]—
made sweeter by another name,
preventive retaliation — har
been heard again, though in
muted tones, in Washington.”

The Big Business politicians
and brass hats, infuriated by
political defeats they have re-
ceived abioad at the hands of
peoples who refuse to do their
bidding, keep walking to the
brink of disaster with SAC
overhead. What’s to be done
about an ‘“accident,” an “im-
pulsive” act by an “acting on
his own” officer—or a calcu-
lated decision from on high?
The first answer is take the A
and H-bomb out of the hands
of the military and scrap the
entirs nuclear-weapons stock-
pile.

SEEK CHARITY
At least 1,000 families in St.
Louis, who cannot qualify eith-
er for unemployment compen-
sation or relief, are swamping

oo 23 Deaths
In N.Y. Fire
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to push back. The floor broke
rhrough and we could see a
3as machine explode under-
neath us on the third floor.”

This firetrap that claimed the
ives of the workers is typical
of the ancient loft buildings
hat dominate the entire area.
t is three short blocks away
‘rom the loft on Wooster street
vhere six firemen went to their
leath, Feb. 14, as the building
>ollapsed while they were fight-
‘ng desperately to control the
hlaze. :

A few blocks further away is
the scene of the infamous Tri-
angle shirtwaist factory holo-
raust where 145 workers died
‘ust 47 years ago this month.
That catastrophe aroused inter-
national anger when it was
learned that the young women
>perators in the shop were
voasted to death because the
'mployer had kept the fire ex-
ts locked to keep them from
aking breathers.

3LAME ‘PANIC’

City officials have been quick
‘o iry to place the blame. As
usual their target is not the
sweatshop bosses who maintain
hese firetraps with their com-
ouicity. The workers panicked,
and that’s why so many died,
asserted Fire Commissioner
Tavanaugh last night. He said
he knew of no fire violations

n the building. He recalled the
“campaign” his department is
conducting to eliminate fire

hazards. The principal activity
‘'n the campaign is a mass dis-
tribution of comic books to
-chool children urging them to
help prevent fires.

Mayor Wagner announced to
the press this morning that he
is ‘“fightingiobpad”” about the
high death toll in the fire and

the Salvation Army and similar
charities.

that he is going to do some-
thing about it.

sary for the development of
atoms for peace, including util-
ization of oil and water re-
serves, And, as usual, we are
assured that testing can bhe
done without any danger of
radiation exposure.

The latest move to confuse
public opinion is-so raw that
the chief of the Washington
Bureau of the Christian Science
Monitor, in a March 15 dis-
patch, was moved to comment:

“One must always be certain
of course that the Atomic En-
ergy Commission’s new empha-
sis on the peaceful use of nu-
clear explosions does not ex-
aggerate the prospects and is
not mainly a device to derail
the apparent willingness within
the Eisenhower administration
to consider a suspension of
nuclear testing without other
impedimenta at a summit con-
ference.” ) )

The fact that a summit con-
ference now seems virtually as-
sured is, of course, at the bot-
tom of these cynical maneuvers.
New York Times Washington
correspondent Dana Adams
Schmidt reports today: that ‘“the

United Statés is understood to|

be considering for the summit
a proposal for a suspension for
two or three years of nucléar
tests.” '

It may well be that the pow-|

er of world opinion, including
American . public . opiniqh, “has
forced . Washington - to.'.consider
acceptance of: the long-standing
Soviet offer, But judging by
their resort to lying propagan-
da to justify continuance of the
radioactive blasts, the Big Busi-
ness politicians are extremely
reluctant: to give up the pol-
luting tests.

Washington's approach to the
impending summit conference
was voiced in a lengthy editor-
ial yesterday in the New York
Times. It declared the chief
obstacle to ending international
tensions to be a Soviet record
of “treachery and deceit.”
RECORD OF DUPLICITY

What hypocrisy! Faced with
the demand for a test ban, the
U. S. government spread the
pernicious lie that the resulting
fallout was not
(“Safer than cigarettes,” de-
claimed one Washington bur-
eaucrat.) Next canie Eisenhower
with the claim that fallout had
been reduced 95%. This was
followed by the argument for
continued testing to develop a
“clean” bomb. Then the AEC
tried its current stunt of falsi-
fying facts to prove under-
ground shots could not be de-
tected. Caught red-handed, they
jumped over to the ‘“peaceful
purposes” pitch. Scientific facts?
The health of humanity? Both
have been contemptuously dis-
regarded throughout.

This record offers little basis
for pious charges of deceit by

others.

dangerous.

ritons Fight A-Policy of Tory

rious effort to drive deep roots
in the trade unions, puts a
clear class approach into its
propaganda, and encourages
working-class forms of activity
and protest.
UNHOLY ALLIANCE

Its leaders cannot hope to get
anywhere without such an ap-
proach. For they have against
them an unholy alliance of
Fieet Street newspapers shriek-
ing about a “split” in the La-
bor Party; Stalinists who re-
peat ad nauseam that there can
be no Left without the Com-
munist Party, and who label
the Daily Herald’s stand on the
H-bomb | “hypocrisy;” Right-
Wing trade union bosses who
threaten (according to The
Times) - to “crush the ginger
group tomorrow or whenever

ovt.

they wish” — and Bevan him-
self, whose thunder has been
stolen, and who is maneuvring
desperately to retain some
shreds of his “Left” reputation.
His last House of Commons
speech, which no one could un-
derstand, shows how desper-
ately he is trying to ride two
horses. The “I-cannot-go-naked-
into - the - conference -chamber”.
chicanery of the future Foreign
Secretary clashes with the Cen-
trist demagogue’s awzareness of
the rising tide of public opin-
ion, with which he is afraid of
losing touch altogether.
Happily, the future of the
British Left depends less on the
Bevans today than it ever did.
There is every sign that the
ficht against the H-bomb is go-

ing to rise to new heights.

... Socialist Fund |
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spell out their program for averting the catastrophe of war and
meeting the threat of capitalist depression.
In these elections socialists should tell the truth about the

efforts of hundreds of millions

of people throughout the world

to build a new socialist life and how the war drive is aimed at
destroying these socialist aspirations. They can show in con-
crete terms how the public ownership of the means of produc-
tion will enable the working class of this country to produce
for peace and abundance instead of war and poverty. And they
can broadcast their program championing the immediate and
urgent needs of the vast majority of the people.

The Socialist Workers Party is making strenuous efforts to
take advantage of the growing prospects to get a friendly
hearing for the socialist program. The SWP has proposed that
all genuine socialists unite and wherever possible present a
United Socialist Ticket in the 1958 elections.

In the early part of this year the Seattle branch of the SWP

waged a campaign for Jack
Council. Many socialists of

Wright as candidate for City
differing views supported our

candidate. The  vigor and effectiveness of Wright's campaign has

inspired socialists all over the

country.

National Guardian Stand

In the 1957 city elections

in Detroit, New York and San

Francisco we saw growing signs of a movement to achieve

United Socialist Tickets. The

position taken by the National

Guardian in support of the SWP candidates in these cities
broke new ground for the idea that socialists who want to

advocate socialism should get
its part the Socialist Workers

together and act together. For
Party has made it amply clear

that it wants no narrow monopoly. The SWP is ready to get
together with all those who are for socialism and opposed to
the capitalist parties and work out a minimum platform for

united action in the elections.

The struggle of socialists to be heard on the electoral arena
is not an easy one. It requires dogged, persistent and devoted
activity to meet the almost prohibitive requirements rigged by
capitalist legislators for the specific purpose of preventing in-
dependent political expression on the ballot. Despite these ob-
stacles, the Michigan SWP has collected over 31,000 signatures
to place the party on the ballot. The necessary signatures have
been secured in New Jersey. At this moment the battle is being
waged to qualify a socialist ticket in Pennsylvania by securing
a minimum of 12,000 signatures on nominating petitions. We
also have news of a vigorous effort to build a socialist coalition

around the candidacy of Rev.

Joseph P. King in the Second

Congressional District of Chicago. At the same time efforts
are underway to launch United Socialist Tickets in California,
Washington, Minnesota, Wisconsin and othex states.

Takes Work and Hard Gash

All these campaigns, and particularly the hard preparatory
work that will make them possible, require money. Fighters for
socialism do not shirk their duty in this task. They go out in
strenuous campaigns after long hours in factories. They solicit
signatures  and spread the message. They dig into their meager

resources and give generously to the funds.

But they need

reinforcement and support! We call on every socialist in the
United States who can hear our message to join in the so-
cialist expansion drive in 1958. Give whatever you can and
write to us for information on how you can help the struggle
for a United Socialist Ticket in your area. Write to the So-

cialist Workers Party, 116 University Place, New York 3, N. Y,

~ City Quota Paid Percent
Buffalo ... $1500 $525.00 35
Cleveland  ..................... 750 187.10 25
Los‘Angé;les o R LR 4600 1013.00 22
Twin Cities i, 1742 324.50 19
Milwaukee  .......ccccooeni.. 300 55.00 18
Youngstown ............. 300 50.00 17
New York ... 5000 695.00 14
Allentown ... 15.00 13
South ....... 25.00 13
Detroit 100.00 12
Chicago ... 110.00 6
Newark 4.00 2
Seattle 10.00 2
Boston ... — —
Oakland — —_
Philadelphia ................ 528 —_ —_
Pittsburgh ... 10 — —
St. Louis ........ 80 —_ —
San Francisco . 440 —_ —
General ............. 217 —_ —_
Totals through

March 19 ..l $20,000 $3,113.60 15

local Directory
BOSTON MILWAUKEE
Workers Educational Center, Gains- 150 East Juneau Ave.
borough Bldg., 295 Huntington Ave. MINNEAPOLIS
Meetings: Tues. nights. Socialist Workers Party, 322 Hen-

BUFFALO

Militant Forum, 831 Main St.
CHICAGO

Socialist Workers Party, 777 W.

Adams, DE 2-9736.
CLEVELAND

Socialist Workers Party 10609 Su-
perior Ave., Room 301, SW 1-1818.
Open Friday nights 7 to 9.

DETROIT

Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood-
ward.
LOS ANGELES
Forum Hall, 1702 E. 4th St
9-4953 or AN 3-1533.

An

nepin Ave., 2nd floor. Open noon to
6 P.M. daily except Sundays.
NEWARK
Newark Labor Forum,
Newark, N.J.
NEW YORK CITY
Militant Labor IForum, 116 Univer-
sity Place, AL 5-7852.

Box 361,

PHILADELPHIA
Militant Labor Forum and Cam-
paign Hdqtrs. Socialist Workers
Party, 1303 W. Girard Ave.
SEATTLE
655 Main St.,, MUtual 7139.
ST. LOUIS

For information phone MO 4-7194.
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A True Confession

It’s a rare occasion when a capitalist

politician admits who is master of the

house. But Senator Joseph Clark, a Penn-
sylvania Democrat, did just that in a
speech March 15 at the University of
Pennsylvania. The New York Times re-
ports that Clark explained that “both
major parties must depend on wealthy
men and women for the success of po-
litical campaigns.” “Is that an evil thing?”
Clark asked. “I personally think that it
is. But we have got it and we have to
live with it.”

Now, we socialists have always had
more than a strong suspicion that the

major parties in Pennsylvania, and na-
tionally too, are controlled by the wealthy.
But it’s always good to get the facts from
the horse’s mouth.

Fortunately, there’s another side to
the picture — the fact that socialists are
ready to buck the major parties without
benefit of wealthy backers. In Pennsyl-
vania, for example, the Socialist Workers
Party just opened a drive to get 12,000
petitions to win a place on the ballot this
November. Pennsylvania workers can ad-
vance their class interests by filling the
SWP petitions, just as the wealthy ad-
vance theirs by filling the Republican
and Democratic coffers.

Eisenhower's Economics

In a March 18 speech about the de-
pression, President Eisenhower said he
is opposed in principle to a public works
program, or as he calls it, a “make-work”
program. He says it “tends to supplant
rather than supplement” private enter-
prise and it “dulls the edge of private
initiative.”

But Eisenhower isn’t against all forms
of “make-work.” Show him one that sup-
plements rather than supplants, one that
whets rather than dulls the edge of cap-
italist profits and he’s all for it. As a
matter of fact we already have such a
program and it happens to be the most
stupendous in history.

Between now and 1959, according to

figures reported in the March 3 issue of
I. F. Stone’s Weekly, the U. S. govern-
ment will sell more than $13-billion worth
of obsolete military equipment for scrap.
It will receive a net return from the sal-
vage companies of about three cents on
the dollar.

Now there’s a “make-work” program
that’s in keeping with Eisenhower’s view
of the American Way of Life. The mu-
nitions kings coin a fortune making the
equipment and the junkmen make an-
other one scrapping it. True, the $4 billion
a year that goes down the drain on this
deal could be used to put people to work
building homes, schools and hospitals.
But after all, we can’t afford to “dull pri-
vate initiative.”

A Sinister Figure

One of the most evil public figures
to emerge in recent years is the politician-
scientist Dr. Edward Teller.

In the service of the most reaction-
ary forces in this country, Teller has
functioned as chief propagandist for the
keep - nuclear - tests - going advocates. He
helped torpedo an agreement to halt the
tests last June by coming forward with,
the fabrication that the U.S. was on the
verge of developing a “clean” bomb..

Teller is with the Atomic 'Ehergy
Commission in its efforts to deceive the
American people into believing that the
USSR could violate a test ban without
detection and that a ban is therefore un-
enforceable.

Again, although the world’s most
eminent scientists have proven by a mass
of evidence that continuing tests menace
humanity, Teller, in a March 2 Meet the
Press intérview declared without a blush:

- “World-wide fallout is as dangerous to

human health as being one ounce over-
weight or smoking one cigarette every
two months.”

How does Teller get away with this
kind of business? Mainly through a care-
fully developed publicity campaign which
touts him as a scientific genius and as
“Father of the H-bomb.”

He earned this sinister title and his
prominence by helping the McCarthyites
crucify physicist J. Robert Oppenheimer,
who, on moral and scientific grounds,
initially protested against Truman’s edict

Calendar of Events

to make the H-bomb although he subse-
quently went along with it. Actually it
was the Los Alamos laboratories which
Oppenheimer headed that developed the
H-bomb, while Teller’s laboratory turned
out a dud.

Teller has been one of the most voci-
ferous of the “hate Russia” gang. His
falsification of scientific facts to fit his
anti-Soviet politics has been so crass as
to draw the fire of politically conserva-
tive scientists. Most recently, he was the
subject of scathing criticism by Dr. Har-
rison Brown, professor of geochemistry
at the California Institute of Technology
and a participant in the wartime Man-
hattan project for development of the
A-bomb.

Dr. Brown, in a March 9 lecture at
the University of Minnesota, declared: “It
seems clear to me that Dr. Teller is mo-
tivated by a deep-rooted hatred of the
Soviet Union that borders on the fan-
atic . . . ” :

Hitting Teller’s assertion that an
agreement to halt the tests could not be
enforced, Dr. Brown said, “I challenge
this view, and in doing so I do not stand
alone in the scientific world.”

“I believe that Dr. Teller is willfully
distorting the realities of the situation,”
he added.

Dr. Brown’s blunt, unambiguous
statements aid the fight for peace. Effec-
tive opposition to the nuclear menace
demands exposure of such dangerous
demagogues as Teller.

Petitioning for

BROOKLYN

Special “Appeal For Free-
dom” meeting for Morton So-
bell. See exciting film of Sobell
case. Speaker, entertainment.
Sunday, March 30, 8 P.M. Sun-
rise Manor, 1638 Pitkin Ave.
(near Bristol St.) Contribution
49¢. Auspices: Brownsville-East
New York Committee to Free
Morton Sobell.

®
DETROIT
Friday, March 28, 8 PM. —

© Just Reprinted
Bill Haywood's
Book

The autobiography of the
great IWW leader.
368 pages $3.50
Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

“Working Class Wit and Hu-
mor,” a selection of readings.
At Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737
Woodward. Auspices: Friday
Night Socialist Forum.

NEW YORK

Sat.,, April 5, 8 PM. “U.S.
Policy in North Africa.” Speak-
er: Daniel Roberts, SWP Can-
didate for Senator from New
Jersey, 116 University Place.
Ausp.: Militant Labor Forum.
Contrib, 50 cents.

PHILADELPHIA

Lively Discussion-Classes each
week. Wednesdays, 8 P.M.: “The
Soviet Union — What It Is;
Where It Is Going.” Instructor,
D. L. Weiss. Fridays, 8:30 P.M.:
“Socialist View of Events of
the Week.” Instructor, Howard
Le Compte. Classes followed
by informal social evenings.
1303 W. Girard Ave.

FOR:

P

NOW:

We're Mobilized for Freedom!!

WANTED: You and all your friends.

Reaching signers with our appeal to the
President on behalf of Morton Sobell.

,‘JUSTICE: Depends on you — join us

Every Saturday — 11 AM. to 2 P.M.
Sunday — 1:30 to 4 P.M.

At the L. A. Sobell Committee Office,

462 No. Western Ave., Suite 3

HOIllywood 4-4725

Sohell Begins
In Chicago

CHICAGO, March 17 — The
filmed television interview of
Helen Sobell by John Wingate
on “Night Beat” was shown at
a meeting of the Militant La-
bor Forum here, Friday, March
14. Haven Perkins, midwest di-
rector of the Committee to Se-
cure Justice for Morion Sobell,
was the main speaker.

Petitions asking for Presiden-

tial action to free the young
scientist, now serving a 30-year
term in prison, are being cir-
culated door-to-door and on
street corners. Six people work-
ed in the Hyde Park neighbor-
hood and obtained 27 signa-
tures and $10 in contributions
in one hour.
- Petitioners at the forum meet-
ing told the audience of the
discussions that developed in
the course of their work and
the sympathy they met.

Regular mobilizations for pe-
tition work are being sched-
uled. On March 30 .petitioners
will meet at 11 A.M. at the
home of K. Sanders, 5017
Blackstone in Chicago. Those
who are interested in obtain-
ing petitions, arranging for the
showing of the film to a house-
party, club or organization,
should contact Haven Perkins,
1423 E. 60 St., or telephone NO
7-8069.

‘

By MYRA TANNER WEISS

MARCH 19—“I have written
to Atlanta prison asking for
permission for myself and the
children to make our first visit
there since Morton arrived,”
Mrs. Sobell explained when
asked about plans to visit her
husband, recently transferred
out of Alcatraz. “We can hard-
ly wait until we see each other
again.”

Helen Sobell has received
many warm messages from
friends congratulating her on
the success of the seven-year
struggle to get the young scien-
tist transferred from Alcatraz.
Waldo Frank, mnoted author,
wrote, “I feel confident that
this first step will soon lead to
others. The day of freedom for
your unjustly persecuted hus-
band — may it be very near!”

Senator Langer of North Da-
kota wrote, “It is just mighty
nice to know that Mr. Sobell
is now much closer to you and
the children' . . .” And Rev.
Peter McCormack, former Pro-
testant chaplain at Alcatraz
wrote, “Now that the first step
has been taken leading to Mor-
ton’s freedom, we will continue
to believe that right will tri-
umph and our hopes be ful-
filled.”

ARRIVES AT ATLANTA

Morton Sobell arrived in his
new prison quarters on March
7. In his first letter to his wife
he wrote, “Started from Leav-
enworth early, early Monday
morning by bus, stopping by
night at one of the federal
places. So it went for five days
until I got here. It was really
wonderful to pass through the
countryside and towns by bus.
It was the week of sandwiches.
That’s what I ate all week on
the bus except for breakfast. . .

“All through the trip upper-
most in my mind was the ques-
tion, ‘When will be the next
time I'll be able to see all this
again.’

“But now it’s two weeks, dear

HELEN AND MORTON SOBELL

love, and I have not heard from
you all this time. I know you
must have written here, but
then it may take a while for
things to straighten out . . .
“I haven’t yet gotten my
books, etc. And also I'm in
temporary quarters. T'll. prob-
ably have to appear before the
classification board before you
will be allowed to visit. It’s
only one visit each calendar
month. Thus you have to come

at the end of the month to get
two visits in one trip . ..

“The main question with

‘which I am concerning myself

still remains the legal action
for the future — when and
how?

“If I had had pencil and
paper and were a, writer, my
trip would have made quite a
chronicle. I traveled almost
5,000 miles from San Francisco

to Atlanta, at one point com-
ing within 200 miles of you.”

ANNIVERSARY

Morton Sobell wished his wife
a happy anniversary from his
prison cell in Atlanta. March
10 was the 12th Anniversary
of their wedding. Only five of
those years have been spent
together.

There are a number of im-
portant advantages in Atlanta
Penitentiary’s regulations over
those of Alcatraz, While more
visits are not permitted, they
may be longer. Atlanta prison-
ers are permitted to subscribe
to newspapers. They have ac-
cess to a library, commisary
privileges and a wider range of
work possibilities.

Most important, parole is
never granted to an Alcatraz
prisoner. Thus the transfer
gives grounds for hope for
Morton Sobell’s freedom. And
since Atlanta is much closer to

. both his family and his at-

torneys, visits and consultations
can be arranged more easily.

The Globe and Mail, a Tor-
onto daily paper, March 17,
carried the  news of Sobell’s
transfer from Alcatraz. Report-
er J. V. McAree commented,
“Of course, we do not know
whether Sobell is innocent. We
do know that he was condemn-
ed at a time when millions of
Americans were hysterical about
communism and that it was
easy enough for an innocent
man to be convicted on the
principle of ‘guilt by associa-
tion.””

NEW BACKERS

Among the many new sup-
porters of the appeal for Pres-
idential action to free Morton
Sobell are: Wilson C. Riles of
Los Angeles, who is with the
Fellowship of Reconciliation;
Rev. Albert E. Meyers of Jer-
omesville, Ohio; Dr. Bernard
M. Bass of Louisiana State Uni-

Many Hail Sobell's Transfer from Alcatraz

Schedule Brooklyn
Meeting for Sobell

An Appeal for Freedom
meeting will be held on Sun-
day, March 30, 8 P.M. at
Sunrise Manor, 1638 Pitkin
Ave., Brooklyn, sponsored
by the Brownsville-East New
York Committee to Free
Morton Sobell. A film on the
Sobell case will be featured.
Speakers will explain the
issues in the case of the
young scientist who was
framed up on “conspiracy”
charges with the Rosenbergs
in the hysteria of the witch-
hunt. Admission to the meet-
ing is \by contribution of 49
centis.

versity; and Prof. Cyrus P,

Barnum, Jr. and Prof. Louis T.

Safer, both of the University of
Minnesota.

A special leaflet drawing the
parallel between the Dreyfus
case and the frame-up of Mor-

ton Sobell is being widely dis-'

tributed at theaters showing
the film, “I Accuse.” A special
leaflet has also been issued by
the Sobell Committee compar-
ing the Rosenberg-Sobell case
to the Salem witcheraft trials
in the 17th century. This leaflet
is being distributed at the curs
rent New York showing of Ars
thur Miller’s play, “The Cruci<
ble.” i

In addition to these activities,
the Committee to Secure Jus-
tice for Morton Sobell has is-
sued a new edition of the 14«
page tabloid containing the
news of Sobell’s transfer to
Atlanta and reporting the latest
developments in the campaign
for Executive action. Petitions
are being circulated widely
throughout the country and

support for Sobell's freedom is

growing.

Socialist
Youth Paper
Wins Rights

BOULDER, Col. — In a pre-
cedent-setting decision affecting
civil liberties on the campus,
the University of Colorado
Board of Regenis has ruled in
favor of allowing sales or dis-
tributions of all periodicals on
campus.

The action was the final out-
come of a controversy started
with the distribution of copies
of the Young Socialist, a month-
ly newspaper published in New
York, on the University of
Colorado campus here last fall.
Support has been gaining over
the last few months for the
right to distribute any non-com-
mercial literature on campus.
The Colorado Daily (Campus
newspaper), the Associated Stu-
dents of the University, Regent
Fred Betz, the Colorado Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union and
large numbers of students have
spoken up in support of the
right of the Young Socialist
and all other non-commercial
literature to be distributed.

PROPER PLACES

The ACLU stated, “it is our
feeling that the public streets
and sidewalks of our state uni-
versity are ‘natural and proper
places for the dissemination of
information and opinion’ and
that a formal restriction by the
University would be °‘state ac-
tion’ within the restriction of
the Fourteenth amendment.”

In a letter to Ed Kahn, editor
of the Colorado Daily, Tim
Wohlforth, Young Socialist man-
aging editor, stated, “I wish to
thank you in behalf of the
Young Socialist and its sup-
porters for your help in secur-
ing civil liberties at the Uni-
versity of Colorado campus.
This case is of concern not
simply to the YS or even just
to socialists. It is of funda-
mental concern to all who wish
to see the American Campus
be a place where the student
is exposed to all ideas and can
freely choose for himself what
he wishes to read, hear, say, or
write.”

The impact of the Colorado
decision will be felt on other
campuses throughout the coun-
try which at present ban litera-
ture from the campus. Support-
ers of the Young Socialist on
the Los Angeles campus of the
University of California (UCLA)
are approaching the adminis-
tration, faculty and student
body with the proposal to open
up the campus for the free dis-
tribution or sale of all periodi-
cals. The local ACLU and iis
student affiliate at UCLA have
expressed concern over the
question of the freedom: of stu-
dent expression on campus. The
student ACLU chapter: has set
up a committee for Freedom of
Student Expression which will

look into the matter.

Letters from Our

Readers I

A Full Page

For Letters

Editor:

I offer my comments on ‘“re-
action of new (ex-Communist
Party member) reader” who
wrote: “The Militant should
have a ‘letter to the Editor’
column for rank-and-file read-
ers to express ourselves, and

. criticize . . . ”

I, too, early in the cold war,
was a Communist Party mem-
ber as well as a regular reader
of the Daily Worker. In 1947
and ’48, I wrote a number of
letters to the DW editor on the
need for sizable space for read-
ers’ comments, suggestions and
criticisms. But the DW and CP
excluded rank-and-file partici-
pation in policy formulation
and that is why they perished.

Here are some reasons why
a socialist newspaper must con-
vert a sizable portion of its
space (about a page) to its
readers’ remarks. A socialist
movement is based on the sci-
ence of dialectical materialism.
In any scientific endeavor many
heads are better than a few,
Marxist socialism is based on
the fusion of theory and prac-
tice. Reduced to its simplest
terms, this means the fusion of
the leaders with the rank and
file. This can only be effected
by reciprocal education. For a
newspaper, this means the con-
tinuous exchange of news, ideas
and experiences by the staff
and its readers.

The primary function of a
socialist newspaper in this final
phase of capitalist crisis is that
of organizing and educating the
people for socialism-—in the
shortest possible time.

Is there any way in which
the rank-and-file vanguard of
the people’s movement can
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more quickly feel, nurture and
develop its unity than through
the medium of exchange of
ideas and experiences in a na-
tional newspaper?

Leaving aside a socialist
party, the three components of
a socialist mass movement are:
its press, the press’ reader-
workers and the mass workers.
Obviously the middle compon-
ent is the key and pivotal one.
The reader-workers form the
connecting link between theory
(the leadership and its press)
and practice (daily struggles of
the mass of the workers.

And so the prime Marxist
approach to socialism is by way
of ‘this “connecting link.” The
development of this middle
group is, therefore, of para-
mount importance. And provid-
ing these people adequate
space in socialist news organs
for exchanging their ideas and
experiences is the most effec-
tive way of fostering that de-
velopment. This is how the so-
cialist mass movement grows
and develops.

I therefore most strongly
recommend that you adopt this
“transforming” tactic with the
least possible delay. In so do-
ing, you sacrifice, or exchange
a page of news-reporting for a
page of news-making and your
paper and the mass movement
will both grow!

. G. R.
Lorain, Ohio

On Civil Rights
Editor:

The Feb. 24 Militant carried
a letter from some northern
person on the Negro question
in which the idea of the use of
bourgeois law for the protec-
tion of rights of a minority
group was ridiculed.

I was most pleased to see
this letter carried. The view

expressed the opinion of a few
old-time protest people of the
type who have no illusions
about the role of the capitalist
state. However, I feel this view
is utterly out of keeping with
the reality of 1958 U.S.A.

Under the current conditions,
it seems to me the entire left
must of necessity press for any
and every law which theoretic-
ally offers protection in right
to work, right to live, right to
be human, of any and all peo-
ple. To me these laws have no
meaning except as they are
backed by the angry insistence
of people. A law, of course, is
a piece of paper and nothing
more. It does have symbol val-
ue in this civilization as of to-
day. The vast majority of
Americans do not dare to be
“agin” the law, even in parking
a car.

From this standpoint, the
simplest and most elemental of
all, I think it follows that the
Militant should oppose the con-
cept of the letter carried on
your Negro program.

Your Negro program now in
process of formation must be
broad enough, at this time, to
embrace many diverse elements
including that great majority
who have either respect or fear
for the law as such. The left
knows no law is more than
words but these words are by-
words — witness Little Rock,
etc. — for people who are not
anti-Negro but lack the guts
or knowledge to speak out
for them in either South or
North. Such people say: “We
must conform. We must obey
the U. S. Supreme Court. It is
law.” I think this reasoning
should be protected and foster-
ed by the left where laws in
favor of civil rights are con-
cerned. /
H. F.
New York

Worker's Bookshelf

THE NATIONAL-LIBERATION
MOVEMENT IN THE EAST by
V. 1. Lenin, 348 pages. $1.00 plus
15¢ postage.

Excerpts, articles and speech-
es from 1914 to 1923, some of
which have never before ap-
peared in English.

* * *
THE I. W. W. A Study of
American Syndicalism. By Paul
Brissenden. 438 pp. Original
price, $7.50. Now $5.75 plus 15¢
postage.

The most authoritative work
on the history of the I. W. W,,
it includes details on conven-
tions and internal struggles,
and portraits of the Ileading
figures in this early revolu-
tionary movement. A must for
every student of American So-
cialist history.

* L ] *
AMERICAN LABOR STRUG-
GLES. By Samuel Yellen. 398

pp. Paper. $1.50 plus 15¢ post-
age.

For those unacquainted with
American labor history this is
an excellent book to begin
with. Union members should
read it to learn how unionism
was built in America, and so-
cialists will find it not only a
storehouse of information but
an invaluable tool for their
educational work. h

%* * *
THE FOUNDATIONS OF
CHRISTIANITY. By Karl Kaut-
sky. 401 pp. Originally $5.50.
Now $3.00 plus 15¢ postage.

An extraordinarily profound
historical study of the hitherto
unexplained and unexplored or-
igins of Christianity. A Marxist
classic. ¥ T
KARL LIEBKNECHT, Man
Without a Country. By Karl W.
Meyer. 180 pp. $3.25.

In the generation since the

assassination of this great revo-
lutionary leader there has been
only one other biography of
him written, and it has not
been translated from the Ger-
man. This new biography in
English will fill a deplorable
gap in the bookcases of so-
cialist-minded Americans.
* * *

Order the above from Pioneer
Publishers, 116 University
Place, New York 3, N. Y.

1917 - 1957

A special edition of Peter
Fryer's The Newsletter hon-
oring the 40th Anniversary
of the Russian Revolution.

40 pages 30 cents

Order from:
The Militant
116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

Dr. Condon

To Discuss

‘Risk’ Issue

NEW YORK — Dr. Edward
U. Condon, long a target of the
witch hunters, will be the key-
note speaker at a meeting on
"Scientists, Teachers and Se-
curity,” on Friday, March 28 at
the Hotel New Yorker, under
the sponsorship of the Emers
gency Civil Liberties Come
mittee.

Chairman of the Department

of Physics at Washington Uni-
versity, Dr. Condon was driven
from his post as Director of
the National Bureau of Stan-
dards as a “security risk” after
an attack was leveled against
him by the House Un-American
Activities Committee.

Other participants in a round

table discussion which will fol-

low Dr. Condon’s address will

be Dr. Stringfellow Barr, his
torian and author of the wide-
ly-read novel, “Purely Academs
ic,” and attorney Victor Rabino=
witz, counsel for the Teachers
Union of New York. I. F. Stone
will serve as chairman. The

audience will be invited to pare

ticipate in the discussion.

The meeting will be held at
8:30 P.M. Coffee and dessert
will be served. Reservations, at

$2.50 each, can be made by
writing or phoning the ECLC,
421 Seventh Ave., New York
City — OXford 5-2863. :

The ECLC is sponsoring this
meeting as part of its national
campaign to abolish all inquis-
itorial committees of Congress.

Planned an Honest,
Useful Life; But

Soon Gave Up Idea

A Feb. 25 United Press dis-
patch from Washington reports;
“The boyhood ambition of John
Foster Dulles was to be a loco-
motive engineer. The Secretary
of State revealed this today on
his 70th birthday .. . he noted
that it had been written that

he always wanted to be Secre- 0

tary of State. With a chuckle
he presented his denial.”

From his own account, Dul-
les apparently was able to hold
out in his intention to go
straight only till about the age
of ten.

Book-a-Month

EL CAMPESINO:
LIFE AND DEATH
IN SOVIET RUSSIA

'~ By Valentin Gonzalez
And Julian Gorkin
218 pages
Original Price $3.50
Book-a-Month Price $1
(plus 15 cents postage)
PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 University Place
New York 3, N.Y.
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Among the most exploited people in this
country are the Mexican agricultural work-
ers of California. Wealthy ranchers import
cheap labor from across the border and in
dollusion with government officials, work
them for next to nothing and ship them back
as soon as the intense period of work is over.

Nowhere in the United States is there
greater contrast Between the rich and the
poor. And nowhere is there greater exploita-
tion of labor. Social workers cluck their
tongues; do-gooders plead for protective leg-
islation and most labor bureaucrats look the
other way — no big rake-off in dues on these
migratory workers. '

Almost everyone, however, in California
pretends compassion for the roving followers
of the crops. Everyone that is, except the lib-
eral Congressman, D. S. Saund, Democrat. His
heart bleeds for the store keepers in the
border towns, El Centro, Brawley and Cal-
exico. Their busines is bad. So Representa-
tive Saund, according to a Feb. 28 United
Press dispatch, rushed to the rescue with
legislation to help them.

Saund introduced a bill to prevent Mexi-

The Kindly Rep. Saund

By. SHIRLEY CLARK

can workers from returning to their homes in
Mexico more than once a month. This would
force them to shop for their needs on the
U. S. side of the border — where they have
to pay more for the few necessities they are
compelled to buy.

Saund would go even further to help the
poor shop-keepers. His proposed bill would
restrict the amount of merchandise, tobacco
and food, which the ranchers hand out to
supplement the starvation wages they pay.

Saund doesn’t propose to force the ranch-
ers to pay better wages. He just wants to see
to it that the bosses don’'t supply these'ne-
cessities.

The fact that Saund is a representative of
a minority group that has itself been sub-
jected to the super-exploitation of California
farm factories his ancestors came from
India — doesn’t seem to affect him much.
Unless perhaps, it made him all the more
concerned to demonstrate that his sympathies
don’t necessarily go to those who are dis-
criminated against, persecuted, over-worked
and under-paid. Every minority group has a
few like Saund in its ranks. e w gl

America’s best dressed women spend
$10,000 to $100,000 a year on clothes — not
including furs and jewels.

This is just one of the startling disclos-
ures in an article in the current Ladies Home
Journal which tells what it takes to get on
the “best dressed” list. In case you feel any
idle curiosity about how they spend more
money on clothes in one year than many of
us make in a lifetime, I'll summarize a few
illuminating details.

First, it is necessary io get in shape to
wear the clothes and that in iiself may run
as high as $350 a week for facials, hairdos,
massage and vapor baths, Pure queen-bee
jelly, which makes your skin look young, costs
$2,000 a pound.

As for the clothes themselves, the New
York wardrobe of one of the women who fre-
quently makes the best-dressed list includes
the following items:

Five fur coats — one fur-lined, six cloth,
three coat and dress ensembles, four jackets;

- <14 ball gowns, 14 cocktail dresses, 19 suits, 26

daytime dresses, 42 blouses, 29 sweaters, 225
pairs of gloves, 89 pairs of shoes, and similar
quantities of slips, girdles, stockings, etec.
Another woman on the list “keeps
wardrobes at all her houses although she may
not visit one for five years. When she does
arrive, she finds waiting roomfuls of dresses,
suits, hats and hundreds of pairs of shoes . , .
she is especially fond of shoes.”
To give a rough idea of the price of the

items mentioned above — suits run from $800

to $1,000, daytime dresses from $500 to $700,
ball gowns from $950 to $2,500 (the one that
cost $2,500 is hand-embroidered with thous-
ands of tiny sequins and beads, and it is
reassuring to learn that “it will last a long

Shoe-Happy Sybarite

By JOYCE COWLEY

time”). Fur coats may be as little as $200,
or as much as $58,000 for a really good sable.
The total replacement value of the complete
wardrobe is estimated at $1,500,000 which,
according to the Ladies Home Journal, is not
unusually high

1 won’t take up space with any more
statistics as I think this is enough to give a
general picture. I do have a purpose in pre-
senting this brief summary. I believe it
answers a question I was asked at Rutgers
when 1 spoke there a'few weeks ago. One of
the economics professors wanted to know if
1 had any criticism of the capitalist method of
distribution, and if so, what?

I might have answered that the capitalist
method is absurd, for in a sense it is, when
one woman keeps hundreds of pairs of shoes
in each of her homes, obviously more shoes
than she can ever wear out. It would take
years to wear each pair just one day. But
when 1 think of children whose feet are
cramped by shoes that are too small, and un-
employed workers padding their thin soles
with newspapers to keep out the damp and
cold, it no longer seems absurd, but criminal.

“How will you determine what people
need under socialism?” the professor asked.
“Who will decide?”

I don’t have any blueprints, but I am
sure it won’t be the people who are making
decisions now — decisions which result in one
person owning a thousand pairs of shoes while
someone else hasn’t ,one good pair. In my
opinion, and I think most workers will agree,
they have proved they are not qualified for
the job. I am also sure that no one will ac-
cumulate roomfuls of shoes, dresses, sweaters
or coats until each one of us has been sup-

plied with basic necessities.

Movie Review

By TRENT HUTTER
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: Realism in Hollywood and Italy

- more customers;

- No one can deny that Holly-
wood’s quota of quality pic-
tures, especially of those that
tend to be realistic, have in-
creased in recent years. This
is due to the menacing com-
petition of TV, with many mo-
vie theatres remaining half-
empty or worse most of the
time; to the strong impression
made in- some big cities by
Jtalian or French movie real-
ism; and to the greater freedom
enjoyed by American movie-

- makers since the witch-hunt

has somewhat abated. The stu-
dios have to struggle for sur-
vival, and the defeat of Mc-
Carthyism made them bolder
in the selection and treatment
of subject matter. It is not
quite impossible that the pres-
ent recession will further ac-

. centuate the realistic trend.

While Hollywood still is
rather reluctant to deal with
problems of the average Ameri-
can working people, it has at
least sacrificed some of its
taboos. American pictures free-
ly discuss dope addiction and
rape nowadays, for example.
The producers entered wupon
this path in order to attract
but in the
final result it all helps to make
American movies more mature.
A number of other problems,
too, which the producers would
not have dared to touch five
years ago, are being discovered
by “independents” and Dbig
studios alike.

Just to mention two recent
pictures, “Sayonara” and ‘“Pey-
ton Place,” surely feature fine
acting and a certain amount
of realism — “Sayonara” (with
Marlon Brando, Miiko Taka,
Red Buttons) showing not only
fascinating Japanese landscapes
and customs but above all the
vicious anti-Asiatic discrimina-
tion practiced by part of the
U.S. officers’ caste and the
struggle against it. This strug-
gle finally led to American mili-
tary men being permitted to
take their Japanese wives to
the United States after they
had endured hostility, injus-
tice, hardship and had in some
cases been overwhelmed by the
apparent hopelessness of the
situation. And “Peyton Place”
(with Hope Lange, Diane Varsi,
Lana Turner, Lloyd Nolan, Ar-
thur Kennedy, Lee Philips,
{Russ Tamblyn) unmasks small-

. town hypocrisy.

Several readers will probably
tell me that the picture ‘“Pey-
ton Place” is not as bold as
the novel. But the picture does
probe rather boldly into prob-
lems of adolescents and adults,
which only a few years ago
would have been far too “con-
troversial” for Hollywood.

It would hardly have been
authorized by the indusiry’s
self-censorship in 1950 or 1954.

And besides: A novel is not
a movie, and a movie is not a
novel. Both follow the inherent
laws of their medium. And a
novel that is made into a movie
will generally lose some of its
most important qualities. How-
ever, I do not affirm that
novels like “Sayonara” or “Pey-
ton Place” should not provide
the material for motion pic-
tures, The movie versions of
“Sayonara” and “Peyton Place,”
in my opinion, are worth see-
ing. Not every movie based on
a well-known novel has to be
sickening like Darryl Zanuck’s
version of Hemingway’s “The
Sun Also Rises” ...

As for genuine feeling and
social realism, I believe Italy’s
top movie-makers still are the
champions. This is confirmed
by ‘“Cabiria,” another master-
work by the creators of “La
Strada,” Director F. Fellini and
his wife, that truly great ac-
tress’ Giulietta Masina."

Cabiria is a prostitute — not
the depraved, the degenerate
or the seductive whore whom
we so often encounter in
French motion pictures; but a

‘poor girl of the people, a vic-

tim of society and of un-
scrupulous men who rob her,
yet a courageous human being,
proud of having a little home
of her own and maintaining,
despite the degradation to
which she is subjected, a kind
of deep-seated integrity.

Delicate humor, biting satire,
sincerity, tact the picture
has all this. It does not glam-
orize prostitution on the
contrary. Nor does it sentimen-
talize it in tear-jerker fashion.
Its ending is not cheaply mor-
alizing or sugar-coated with ar-
tificial optimism. But it is not
despair: Cabiria’s misery and
disappointments do not over-
come her strength. Life is viec-
torious. She is determined to
survive, and she will. After los-
ing all her savings and facing
a would-be murderer the songs
and dances of the young make
her smile again, and undaunt-
ed she goes on . ..

“Cabiria” is a work of art.
I wish they would show it
everywhere. At any rate, there
are some excellent pictures
around. Don’t hesitate to tear
yourself away sometimes from

| that television set! -
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Sue NMU,
Shippers
On Blacklist

Fourteen merchant seamen
have brought suit against the
AFL-CIO National Maritime
Union and six shipping com-
panies for the right to register
at the union hall and to ship
out. The seamen are part of
those who won a lengthy bat-
tle in 1956 against the Coast
Guard which had ‘“screened”

them out of the industry on

witch-hunt charges. The Coast
Guard was forced by the U.S.
Ninth Circuit Court in Califor-
nia to reissue validated sea-
men’s papers to the victimized
seamen. ;

Thereupon the union bureau-
crats and shipowners took it
upon themselves to do what the
courts had forbidden the Coast
Guard to do — prevent the
men from working at their
trade. The union hall refused
to register the men, all of
whom have records as militant
NMU members, some of them
charter members. Victor Rabin-
owitz of the law-firm of Rabin-
owitz and Boudin brought suit
on Feb. 25 in U.S. District
Court of Southern New York.

No Answer to Depression

Strike of Dressmakers
Tested Union Solidarity

By WILLIAM BUNDY

If the retently concluded
New York-market dressmakers
strike is any indication of the
attitudes of workers in other
areas and industries, militant
unionists have cause for optim-
ism.

Some observers have felt
that years of experience with
heavy-handed, bureaucratic un-
ion leadership plus the atmos-

‘phere created by the Senate

labor probe might have impair-
ed pro-union consciousness
among the workers. Any such
ideas, as regards the garment
workers at least, were quickly
dispelled by this strike.

NO UPSURGE

It is not that the call for the
walkout resulted from an up-
surge of the rank-and-file mem-
bers of the International Ladies
Garment Workers Union. As
the date for the expiration of
the contract approached, nego-
tiations between the top union
leadership gnd the employers
got under way in the usual
fashion—that is, with most of
the rank-and-file not even
aware of the fact. Reports of
the progress of negotiations
were made at local meetings
with little or no time allowed
for discussion from _the floor.
The union demands were for-
mulated with only the barest
formalities as to ratification by
the membership being observ-
ed. There were no stormy pre-
strike meetings, unauthorized
walk-outs, or organized rank-
and-file protests against pre-
vailing conditions.

The decision to strike was
made by the top union leader-
ship, and there is evidence that
this decision was encouraged
and even demanded by a sec-
tion of the employers.

The industry’s trade paper,
Women’s Wear Daily, stated in
its March 6 issue: “Employers
hold that the dressmakers union
and its parent body, the Inter-
national Ladies Garment Work-
ers Union, permitted Pennsyl-
vania to grow as a garment
center with less stringent po-
licing. They assert that
agreements were signed with
giant users of goods permitting
a labor edge over the smaller
firms .. . ” The employers who
lived up 1o the agreement
threatened that if the union
heads didn’t stop favoring the
others, they. too, would disre-
gard the contract.

Thus the strike call was not
evidence that the Dubinsky of-
ficials had adopted a new, fight-
ing policy. Rather, it showed
that they had been so much
given to conciliating employers
that a breakdown of the entire
union-contract structure was
threatened. They then took ac-
tion within the framework of
their traditional policy in the
industry of helping to iron out
conflicts among the employers.

WORKERS RESPOND
What mattered to the work-

ers, however, was that the
strike was called and that tan-
gible demands were raised.

These included wage and fringe
benefit increases, overtime pay
after 35 hours and uniform
contract enforcement. The strike
was supported 100% by the
105,000 dressmakers in the

seven-state area. From the point
of view of solidarity, discipline,

and size, it was the most suc-
cessful strike in the wunion’s
history.

The younger workers, with
little or no union experience,
were just as solid, and even
more enthusiastic on the picket
lines, than the old timers. Be-
fore the strike, it was common

to hear remarks from old
unionists about the lack of
union spirit among younger

workers or members of rela-
tively newly - arrived minority
groups, such as-Puerto Ricans.
But those remarks are heard
no more. At the mass meeting
in New York City on the first
day of the stirike, the loudest
cheers were sounded for the
younger speakers. And when one
Puerto Rican unionist started
speaking in Spanish, the cheers
stopped the meeting.

The officials took a little rib-
bing at that meeting too. At
one point Julius Hochman,
manager of the New York Dress
Joint Board spoke of feeling
inspired as he walked through

the crowds to the meeting.
There were shouts of “You
walked?”

MANY NEW MEMBERS

In the course of the six-day
strike, hundreds of workers
who were not members of the
union reported to the strike
headquarters to sign up. Some
of them were not even employ-
ed in dress shops, the only
ones directly affected by the
strike. The strike also had the

sympathy of the overwhelming
majority of New York City’s
population. The Pennsylvania
shops, whose employers refused
to sign with the other groups,
remained solidly out in spite
of announced plans by the em-
ployers to start a back-to-work
movement. The plans were not
carried out.

The workers won an 8%
wage raise (17c per hour on
the average), some fringe bene-
fits, and the union demands for
more stringent enforcement
tules.

Actual contract enforcement,
however, depends on how much
backing the union . officers —
from the president down to the
business agents—give to mili-
tants in the shops in their at-
tempts to stop all employer
abuses. The Dubinsky official-
dom gave little enough in the
past, and judging by the rec-
ord, it will take the emergence
of a militant opposition to that
officialdom to ensure day-in,
day-out contract enforcements.

One thing is sure as eviden-
ced by the strike. The workers
want a fighting union.

OLD SCHOOLS, NEW CARS

New York City Comptroller
Gerosa declared, Feb. 23, that
he is against building any new
schools in New York because
he thinks the present ones are
adequate. He also said the City
would have to provide him
with a brand new Cadillac be-
cause New York is “a first-rate
city. You’d look terrible with

a second-hand car.”

Strikers Keep

Campbell Soup
Plant Shut Tight

PHILADELPHIA, March 11—
Campbell Soup Co. in Camden,
N. J. was shut down tight at
one minute past midnight,
Wednesday. March 5, by 4,500
workers of Local 80-A, United
Packinghouse Workers, fighting
for a 15-cent an hour increase
in pay. Negro and white men
and women pickets started
their round-the-clock picketing
of 57 entrances of Campbell’s
plants and warehouses.

By today picketing has been
extended to six more entrances
at other warehouses and
freezers not owned by Camp-
bell’s but handling Campbell
freight. And plans are being
discussed to throw pickets
around the Campbell © Soup
plants in Chicago, Sacramento,
the new Napoleon, Ohio, plant
as well as’the plant in On-
tario, Canada and possibly the
plant in Scotland. The strike
would thus encompass three
countries.

The strike has the complete
support of the union’s interna-
tional officers who announced
that they set aside half a mil-
lion dollars to back this strike.
RCA workers in Camden have
donated $5,000 and other unions
are each day coming across
with financial aid. All locals in
the UPWA have pledged sup-
port.

The Teamster officials alone
in the labor movement have
breached the wall of solidarity.
The office of the Teamsters

Philadelphia GE
Provokes Halt
To Production

PHILADELPHIA “Disci-
plinary” layoffs at General Elec-
tric’s switchgear plant here
brought a shutdown of produc-
tion, March 6. The shutdown
came when the almost 5,000
workers in the plant, members
of Local 119 of the Interna-
tional United Electrical Work-
ers (AFL-CIO) refused to walk
past a protest demonstration at

‘the plant gates by 160 of their

fellow workers who had been
given half-day punishment lay-
offs.

Sixty of the workers, em-
ployed in the medium wvoltage
shipping department, were giv-
en the half-day layoffs for their
action, last Feb. 12, in refusing
to work under a profane and
abusive supervisor. The other
100 were deprived of the half-
day’s employment for their
protest action, Feb. 27, against
unnecessary layoffs and against
working employes out of their
job classification.

union is sending -non-union
truck drivers with work per-
mits to go through the picket
lines and haul out loaded trac-
tors. Many individual union
teamsters have denounced this
strike breaking attempt of their
leaders in discussion with
strikers.

Despite the treachery of the
Teamster officials, the pickets
have prevented anything from
moving out of the plants and
warehouses whether by truck
or by train. There have even
been unconfirmed charges that
strikebreakers’ truck tires have
been deflated, ice-picked and
razor-slashed. When a truck
tries to take out a trailer a
human chain of pickets is -
quickly formed to block the
way.

When an attempt was made
to move a freight car train out
of the warehouse area, one man
laid down on the tracks while
others brought their cars to
block the way. Finally, a hu-
man chain of pickets was
formed across the tracks. The
strike which is 100% effective
is typified by many instances
of this kind.

The workers voted over-
whelmingly for strike and
against settling for less than
15 cents an hour. Many feel
they ought to get more than
15 cents. Campbell Soup Co.
cleared $30 million last year
with 1,000 less employes than
the year before. The company,
however, offered only four
cents an hour at first and has
refused to go any higher than
seven cents at the last negotia-
tions meeting.

PICKET-LINE SLOGANS

Some of the slogans on the
picket line read, “Good Morn-
ing Starts With 15 cents,” and
“To H--- with Lassie. WE need
meat.” The spirit is high. There
is laughter and kidding. But
underneath there is a grim
feeling. The strikers are patrol-
ing the strike area themselves
against disorder, drunkeness,
traffic snarls, etc.,, while the
city police keep their distance
in groups of three across the
street from the picket lines. -

The company tried to get an
injunction against mass picket-
ing and against stopping all
truck and rail transport out of
the plants and warehouses. It
was thrown out of court.

A genuine spirit of solidarity
between Negro and white and
between men and women work-
ers is being forged on the far-
flung picket lines. The attempis
of the employers and of a few
racist elements among the
workers to divide the union
along racial lines in the weeks
preceding the strike is being
overcome through united action

in the course of the strike.

.. . AFL-CI0 Conference on Recession

(Continued from Page 1)
Idle.” But when the dust set-
tled it became clear that the
Kennedy-McCarthy bill, which
has AFL-CIO endorsement,.had
cut the extension back down
to 13 weeks.

Perhaps a million unemployed
workers have already exhausted
their benefits. Each month now
some 140,000 jobless get their

.| final check. There is no assur-

ance they will be rehired in 13
weeks. This is a situation of
urgency and -desperation. The
labor movement should demand
compensation for the entire
period of joblessness. But the
conference failed to do this.
ithout a murmur it even per-
mitted the Democratic politi-
cians to chisel the unemployed
out of three weeks which they
had already offered.
RATE OF COMPENSATION
Similarly with the question
of raising the amount of un-
employment compensation,
which  averages nationally a
pitiably low $28 a week. There
is general demand for an in-
crease. The capitalists realize
this and are prepared to give
an increase. The New York
Times, the most authoritative
and influential of the Big Busi-
ness newspapers has for some
weeks been editorially urging
an increase. Even the Wall
Street Journal (March 12) can
calmly remark on the “growing
political support for greater
jobless benefits,” explaining that
“individual workers are draw-
ing less than the 50% of regu-

lar pay the program originally
envisioned. The average figure
is nearer 30% today . . . The
huge gap between regular pay
and unemployment compensa-
tion is creating personal hard-
ships for many jobless work-
ers . . .”

But this 50%, which the law
supposedly intended to provide,
is inadequate to begin with.
The labor movement should be
demanding compensation at full
trade-union wages, unless it is
willing o see the American
workers’ standard of living
smashed to smithereens.

Instead the AFL-CIO confer-
ence quietly went along with
the picayune increase offered in
the Kennedy-McCarthy bill.
This complicated provision gives
lip service to the 50%-of-wages
principle as long as that 50%
doesn’t exceed two-thirds of
the average wage in the par-
ticular state. It is believed that
the increase would work out at
about $10.

JUST FOR 90 DAYS

The conference’s number one
demand was an immediate tax
cut. Meany urged that the in-
dividual basic exemption of
$600 be raised to $700. Reuther
added to this the proposal that
Eisenhower be voted power to
declare a 90-day moratorium on
withholding tax, if necessary.
Both are predicated on the
theory that a shot in the arm
to consumer purchasing power
might stem the recession. While
it is problematical that such

minor measures could seriously

affect, let alone reverse, the re-
cession, which appears to be a
deep organic movement of the
capitalist boom-bust cycle, there
is no question but that labor
should fight to take the tax
load off the workers.

The $700 exemption proposal
would mean that a family of
four with an income below $60
a week would pay no income
tax. This is good but why stop
there? Labor should be ﬁghtmg
to end the tax on all incomes
of $7,500 and less. Put the tax
burden on the rich and the cor-
porations, not on people who
work for a living.

Similarly with Reuther’s pro-
posal .of a possible 90-day holi-
day on withholding tax. Labor
should be demanding a 365-day
holiday on federal looting of
the workingman’s pay envelope.

While the conference’s de-
mands for public works were
good, they remain generalities
and cannot be really judged
until it is seen what bills with
labor support actually reach the
floor of Congress. Moreover, the
conference’s demand for useful
and peaceful public works was
considerably undercut by
Meany’s plea for ever-greater
armaments spending. (See edi-
torial, page one.)

SCORES DEMOCRATS TOO

Though the conference’s bias
in favor of the Democratic
Party was open, Meany used
some sharp words in the hope
of prodding the Democratic-
controlled Congress into action:
“The administration is to blame

for short-sightedness . . . But
the people on Capitol Hill must
share the blame too. There is
no excuse for the delay in
Congress, The Congress need
not have waited for administra-
tion leadership. It could — it
should — have moved before
this. . . . Do not be misled by
the political soothsayers and
spellbinders from either side.
The Democrats know they can
make political capital out of
talking about the recession and
doing little about it. . . . That
means that for the good of the
country, the Democrats are go-

ing to have to put political
capital to one side and do
something.”

The conference was run on
the bureaucratic lines which
have become customary in la-
bor circles today. The 1,000
declegates served as a captive
audience for speeches by top
labor leaders and invited poli-
ticians and as the foot troops
for the visits to Congressmen.
They were given no opportun-
ity to propose or debate what
the AFL-CIO’s anti-recession
program should contain. That
program was handed down to
them from above in Meany's
speech, Yet many of them had
better knowledge of the actual
unemployment situation than
the top leaders and better ideas
on how to meet the crisis. Only
in the corridors, for example,
was there mention of a 30-
hour week with no reduction in
pay as a means of spreading
jﬂbSl
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