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Laura | Gray — Socialist
w—=And Militant Artist™

NEW YORK, Jan. 12 — One of the most heroic and beloved socialists of our
time is no more. Laura Gray, greatest political and social cartoonist of our generation
and Militant staff artist for almost 14 years, died Saturday at St. Luke’s Hospital

here after a two-day illness.
She was hospitalized on Fri-
day with pneumonia. All the
wonder drugs of modern medicine
could not save her. Her physical
frailty was in direct contrast
to the strength of her noble
spirit. For the last ten years
of her life — years of her finest
contributions to the emancipat-
ing struggle of the working
class — she had breathed and
lived and fought with only one
lung. At 3:30 a.m. Saturday it
failed her at last. She was buried
yesterday afternoon after a
simple ceremony abtended by her

By Art Preis

®
c¢losest comrades, friends and| Laura was born on Nov. 17,
relatives, 1909, in Pittsburgh, Pa. She was

She had the second longest
record of continuous years of
service on the Militant staff.
Many of her Militant drawings
and cartoons had been reproduc-
ed by labor and socialist pub-
lications in more than 20 coun-
tries.

Reviewing the milestones of
this gentle, quiet-spoken, lovely
woman’s life, we can only feel
appalled at the series of catas-
trophic blows she endured and
overcame, -

LAURA GRAY
(Nov. 17, 1909 — Jan. 11, 1958) -

brought up in a fairly well-to-do
middle-class family. Her family
name was Slobe. They moved to
Chicago during Laura’s eariy
years and there she wreceived
most of her schooling. She was
a bright student and graduated
high school at the age of 16.

One activity dominated her
life from girlhood on — art.
She was a born artist, with im-
mense natural gifts. She entered
the famous Chicago Art In-
stitute at the age of 16, the
youngest student in its history.
While still a student her talents
were recognized. ‘She won a num-
ber of awards.

She was only 19 and ‘scheduled
for her first one-man show in 2
leading Chicago art gallery. Just
before she was preparing to
pack her paintings for shipment
to the art gallery, her home
burned down. Every work of art
she had worked so hard and
long and lovingly over was
destroyed.

SHOWED HER STEEL

Then she first showed her
steel. Struck down, she did not
yield. She sprang to her feet.
She painted new works and
finally held her one-man show.
She went on to exhibit in the
shows of the Chicago Art In-
stitute and out-of-town, winning
more prizes and critical acclaim.
It appeared that all roads were
open to her.
At the age of 22, a brilliant,
recognized artist, a second great
blow fell. She was stricken with
tuberculosis. In those days, there
was only one treatment for this
dread affliction of the lungs —
bed-rest. She was bed-ridden for
two years. Thereafter, her health
was always fragile.
During the middle Thirties she
turned to sculpture and achieved
a national reputation in this
field. She had a one-man show
in 1938 at the Katherine Kuh
gallery. She taught for periods

(Continued on page 2)

Reuther Seeks
UAW Shorter-

Capitalism in War and Peace

, This is one of Laura Gray’s most famous cartoons. it was first published in the Militant of Sept. 9, 1944.
it has been reprinted in labor and socialist publications in more. than a score of countries.

ClevelandT-HDefendants
Win New Labor Backing

By Jean Simon
- CLEVELAND, Jan. 13 — The Cleveland Taft-Hartley

conspiracy case represents a
‘to the labor movement. That

ges as the trial enters its sixth®

day, and the most alert unions
are beginning to recognize their
stake in the case and to sound
" ‘the alarm.

The following union- bodies
have voted support for the
Cleveland T-H defendants: Ford
Local 600, United Auto Work-
ers, Detroit; Amalgamated UAW
Local - 453, Chicago; Chicago
‘District 1 and six locals of the
Packinghouse Workers; Briggs
UAW Local 212, Detroit; San
Francisco Longshore Local 6;
Ohio Machinists Lodge 2155 and
the Ohio Brass Lodge in Mans-
field; the Lake County Federa-
‘tion of Labor; Mechanics Edu-

 Industrialist Urges
Fight on Pay Hikes

A group of business men
and bankers gathered at a
Philadelphia luncheon Jan. 13
were urged by a top corpora-
{ion executive to use the
present economic situation_in
. the country as the opportunity
tc crack down on the unions

by refusing demands for
w-age raises. In a highly
belligerent mood, Lelan d
Hazard, vice president and

general counsel of the Pitts-
burgh Plate Glass Company
told the assembled tycoons:
“We in management must
be,\qin to refuse wage in-
creases even though we know
our refusals wiil produce
strikes. We have been too
timid about strikes.”

“clear and present danger”
is the main fact that emer-

‘cational Society Local 72; Paint-
ers Local 867 and Amalgamated
Meat Cutters and Butcher
Workmen Local 500, Cleveland.

Outcome of the trial is vital
for lhbor since it is based on a
new and broadened application
of the Taft-Hartley law, The
case' began when eight persons
were indicted here last Jan. 23
by a federal grand jury on
charges of “conspiring” to cir-
cumvent the “non-communist”
affidavit provisions of the Taft-
Hartley law. Only two of the
defendants, Fred and Marie
Hzug, have been accused of ac-
tuzlly signing false affidavits, a
charge they have denied.

They were indicted for this
last Jan. 9, but the government
prosecutors have never brought
the case to trial. Instead they
are trying the Haugs and five
alleged former Ohio Commu-
nist Party officials for ‘con-
spiracy” to deceive the Nation-
al Labor Relations Bouard, a
charge on which there is no
statute of limitations and on
which it is possible to drag in
any number of persons on the
basis of guilt by association.

Indicative of the character of
the ‘‘conspiracy” is the ci.se of
one - of the defendants, Eric
Reinthaler, who ig charged sole-
ly with “transporting” others
in his car to commit the alleged
“conspiracy.” So- flimsy is the
government case that just Le-
fore the trial opened the prose-
cution dropped charges against
defendant Edward Chaka and
admitted it did so for lack of
evidence. '

Year Long'
Calif. Fight
On Speedup

MAYWOOD, CALIF., Jan. 10
— The failure of the United
Auto Worker leadership’s policy
on speed-up in the auto industry
is clearly revealed in Chrysler
in Los Angeles. UAW Local
230 has been waging.a militant
struggle against speed-up in
this plant for more than a
year. Despite many unauthor-
ized walkouts and an author-
ized /strike ‘that  lasted five
weeks, Chrysler has been able
to continue its drive to bring
its production standards up to
the sweat-shop level of those

in General Motors.
Chrysler started its intensi-
fied drive for speed-up when'

it began production of its 1957
models. Everyone remembers
the ‘“deal” on speed-up referred
to by Chrysler Vice-President
Frank W. Misch. Before these
charges were made last Mbrch,
a company-wide strike against|
the speed-up had been averted
by a last-minute settlement be-
tween Chrysler officials and top
officials of the UAW,

This settlement was of no
value to the workers in the L.A.
Chrysler plant, After a series
of walkouts over speed-up,
UAW 230 called its authorized
strike, This strike coincided
with the UAW convention last
April and was granted substan-
tial material support by the In-
ternational only after the con-
vention began.

The strike was settled with
an agreement that the rate of
production would remain frozen

at 516 cars per day for the
duration of the 1957 model.
However, even this agreement

‘gave Chrysler a large increase
in its production standards as
compared to 1956, But this in-
crease was not enough for the

(Continued on page 4)

Big Business perspectives re-
main geared to war despite the
growing popular desire for an
end to international tensions.
The Big Business outlook was
presented to Congress by Presi-
dent Eisenhower both in his
State of the Union message on
Jan. 9 and in his budget message
on Jan. 13..

The budget message proposes
nearly $1 billion hike in arms
expenditures over last year’s
budget which already called
for the highest peacetime mili-

tary outlay in the nation’s his-
tory. The new budget calls for
$45.8 billion for the military
establishment, 649 of the total
budget of $73.9 billion.

“. .. Congress will attempt to
determine  whether it [the
budget] is adequate to sirength-
en the nation’s security,” was the
comment of Lyndon B. Johnson
(Texas), Democratie¢ floor leader.
Aciually, according to William
S. White in the Jan. 14 New York
Times, “. . . Congressional action
to raise rather than lower the

budget seems probable.”

At the same time that Eisen-
hower announced his proposal for
record military expenditures, he
proposed . cuts in domesti¢ pro-
grams, many of them in the
field of education, health and
welfare. He thus gave effect to
the “less butter, more guns” slo-
gan putifiorward recently by Com-
merce Secretary Weeks. Both
Republican and Democrats in
Congress are ¢xpected to resist
the cuts. Bub all that will do is

keep these items as well as

 The Record of Speed-Up in Auto

DETROIT — The one all-em-
bracing experience of rank-and-
file auto workers during the
post-war years has ben the
steady deterioration of their
working conditions.

There are instances where a

group of workers say ‘“we held
it down this time,” or “we were
able to get by with a slight in-

crease in the work load.” Where
this occurs, it is the result of
the most stubborn resistance,
determination, and self-organiza-
tion on ‘the job. This takes
place despite the company’s
threats to fire or to discipline,
and many times in defiance of
the union leadership which, all
too often, offers no answers but
winds up the dispute by com-
| promising the work standards.
Since the 1954 recession there
has been an intensification of
the speed-up campaigns every-
where, particularly in the inde-
pendents and in Chrysler which
have been pleading inability to
compete. )
In the Toledo area and in
Studebaker, dangerous prece-
dents were set in 19564 when

wage cuts and speed-up pro-
visions were slapped on the
Kaiser - Willis and Studebaker
workers in the name of “help-
ing them compete.” A delegate
from the Toledo Audto-Lite plant
to the 16th United Auto Work-
ers convention put it this way:
“. . . We were .the most top-
rated outfit in the whole United
States. . . I say this, and I am
sorry to say it, that at one
time the pattern was set by the
amount of money we earned.
We had to be brought down.
We had what we called a Uto-
pia in Auto-Lite in Toledo, Lut
not today . . . the top'internz-
tional officers give us very lit-
tle help.”

Reuther’s answer to this del-
egate was: “It is so simple to
make all sorts of charges, .
The Auto-Lite workers approved
the contract . . . because they
thought their job security would
be better protected because the
jobs were being moved out.”

‘But the record clearly shows
that it was the International
leadership which failed to or-
[ganize a counterattack tJ the

.| workers

phony company arguments that
jobs could be saved by giving
up conditions. In Studebaker, in
fact, the workers first voted
down these disastrous proposals,
saying instead: “protect us by
improving conditions at ‘GM and
Ford.” " They ratified the pro-
posals only after great pres-
sure from the corporation, the
papers, the politicians and—to
their shame—some of the union
officials.

A LETTER FROM
CHRYSLER’S PRESIDENT
Jt was therefore no surprise
to Chrysler workers when they
received a letter from Chrysler
president Colbert in 1956 say-
ing: “In Detroit just recently
several thousand automolile
have seen their jobs
and their seniority. wiped out
as more than one automobile
parts assembly plant has folded
up.” He went on to say that
Chrysler workers would have to
compete to save their jobs. “We
have also developed,” he con-
tinued, ‘“new work gstandards.
(Continued on page 4)

Congress Threatens to Up Ante

On Eisenhower’s War Budget

Liousing, flood-control and other
badly needed public services in
the same state of eriminal ne-
glect in which they have been
maintained for years.

Ali that Eisenhower is propos-
ing in order to meet the growing
world-wide demand for an end ‘o
the arms race is demagogy. It
is true that in his Jan. 12 reply
to Soviet Premier Bulganin’s
plea for renewed negotiations «n
disaimament, Eisenhower opened
the door slightly to talks be-
tween the two heads of state. At
the same time he advanced
jropesals  designed to make
difficult for an agreement to
result even if U.S. - Sovict
negotiations are finally engaged
in. Such is the demand implied
in  his letter thal the Soviet
Union abandon its veto-power In
the U.S.-dominated United Na-
tions Security Council .

Cilearly the Eisenhower ad-

r:dnistration has no other answer

to the cold war than to keep

promoting it. This is also the pro-

gram of the Democratic Party

but there are reasons to believe
American people have

that the
a different view.

Roscoe Prummongd of the N. Y.
Herald Tribune, Jan. 12, basinz
himself on Congressional reac-
tion to the President’s State-of-
the Union message, guessed thiv
“the Amevican people are far
meore eager to press negotiations
with the Soviets than Secreta y
Dulles and some others in the
Administration have
According to Drummond,
President cot  the b'ggest
response in his Jan. 9 speech
when he said that this country
“will always go the extra mi'e
witli any one on earth if it will
bring us nearer to a genuins
peace.”

the

iv

believed.”!

[Ford 600

Leader Hits
Phony Move

DETROIT, Jan. 15—The
growing army of unem-
ployed can take no comfort
from the fact that United

Auto Workers president
Walter Reuther has decided to
use Russia’s Sputniks as an ex-
cuse for dropping the shorter
work-week as a demand for the
1958 auto negotiations. The
shorter work-week demand was
proposed, fought for over the
years, accepted by the auto
workers generally and finally
adopted by two UAW' convén-
tions, , as an effective method

just when unemployment is rap-
idly rising to pre-World War
IT levels, Reuther has dropped
the demand, substituting in-
stead a vague proposal for a
complicated “profit sharing
plan.”

Meeting in secret session, Jan.
11 and 12, Reuther and: the
International Union’s executive
board together with a small,
carefully selected group from
Reuther’s right-wing caucus, in
effect” vetoed the mandate of
the April 1957 UAW convention.

STELLATO STATEMENT
Immediately after the sub-
stitute proposals were made pup-
lic on Jan, 13, Carl Stellato,
president of UAW Ford Local
600 said: “I'm sure there are
thousands of other UAW mem-

bers who are just as disap-
pointed as I am. . ., I. don't
know what Reuther can be

thinking about. A shorter work
week means more jobs and more
jobs should be high on -any
honest union leader’s program.”
Stellato said he would oppose
Reuther’s scheme on the floor
of the Jan. 22-24 special UAW
convention, which was man-
dated by the April, 1957 con-
vention to lay plans for win-
ning the shorter work week with
increased pay in 1958.

Officials of one of Canada’s
strongest UAW units, Local
222, have also announced that
they will continue to press for
“the six-hour day,” in spite of
Reuther’s action.

CITES MISSILES RACE

Reuther’s statement says he
dropped the shorter work-week
demand because ‘“the problem
symbolized by the Russian earth
satellites has drastically changed
what appeared to be the situa-
tion at the time of the 1957
convention.” Now, says Reuther,
it is necessary for the workers
to work long hours in order to
contribute to the missiles race.

Here is what is wrong with
that argument: (1) The shorter
work-week demand -does not in-
terfere with the full utilization
of the country’s productive
forces. It just means that the
companies would have to pay
overtimre after, say 30 hours,
rather than after 40. In other
words, the shorter work-week
demand means an increase in
living standards either way.

(2) The factories are not
operating full time, and they
aren’t expected to do so in the
near future, in spite of the in-
crease in the new arms budget.
The shorter work-week—with
decreased pay—is already here.
The thing is to get the shorter
week with full pay.

The only way Reuther’s ar-
gument makes sense is from the
premise advanced by the em-
ployers and recently implied by
Senator Lyndon Johnson, Dem-
oemrtic Party leader in the Sen-
ate—that is, that the workers
| must sacrifice their standard of
i living to pay for the arms
race. :

The top UAW brass has in-
voked the “Soviet menace” be-
fore to oppose the 30-hour week
at 40 hours pay. Auto workers
! remember that when the 30-for-

(Continued on page 4)

of fighting unemployment. Now, ‘'
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From Laura

The Only Victor

P o IR a A

Reprinted from the Militant, August 18, 1945

Woaich That Blood- Pressure

DON'T WORRY DEAR ewem
THERE ARE LOTS ’
" QF OTNER PLACES !

Reprinted from the Militant, July 9, 1951

The Mighty Arm of Solidarity

‘Reprinted from the Militant, March.9, 1946

sray’s Graphic

. 1012°

The Judgmeﬁ_t of History

. Reprinted from the Militant, March 16, 1953

1951,

1012

Reprinted from the Militaant, December 25, 1950

Fall In!

“In Our Hands There Lies 1hé Powé_r” '

D

~

¥

.

Reprinted from the Militant, April 25, 1952

tecord of Our Epoch

But Lots of Young Ones Do

Reprinted from the Militant, April 30,1951

David and Goliath

Reprinted from the Militant, October 11, 1954

(We reprint the following homage to
Laura Gray from the Militant of
March 8, 1954. It was written on the oc-
casion of her Tenth Anniversary as staff
artist for the Militant. — Editor).

People who never talk themselves up don’t
always escape the encomiastic comments of
others. This is happening right now in the case
of Laura Gray, in whose honor the New York
Local of the SWP is throwing a party on the
occasion of her tenth anniversary as  staff
cartoonist of the Militant. This is really a
nation-wide affair. The New York local is
staging the celebration, but all the members
of the party and all the readers of the Militant

are present with you in spirit. And we are all -

saying, “Thank you, Laura; Laura, you're
wonderful.”

The proletarian movement takes great pride
in its intellectuals and artists; all the more
so since, under the preseent conditions of the
struggle in this country, it can boast so few of
them. There is a reason for this scarcity, but
there is also a reason why we count on its
remedy. The revolutionary workers and the
artists need each other, and their union will be
a certain consequence of new developments in
the coming stages of our struggle for Socialist

Anmerica.

ARTISTS NOT A SOCIAL POWER

In our present class society, the intellectuals
and the artists don’t get a fair chance. By them-
selves, they are weak. They are not a self-
sufficient class, but rather a selection of .ex-
ceptional people, who in seeking to realize them-
selves — which means, first of all, to be them-
selves — require the support of a class which
represents a power.

Nearly all of them, at the present time, are
consciously or unconsciously servants of the
ruling power of thé dominant class of ex-
plojters, and depend on its patronage. But they
pay a price for this allegiance which strikes at
their very reason for being. Their inner com-
pulsion is to portray reality, to teil the truth
@s they see it. But this inner compulsion runs
up sgainst the contradiction that the class
society, which is founded on lies, has no use

_ for the truth and savagely persecutes those who
¢ portray it.

This places the artist before a cruel dilemma.
He needs freedom above everything — the free-
dom “to draw the thing as he sees it”; that is
the artist’s bread of life. The denial of this
right turns the artist’s bread into a stone. But
there is nothing he can do about it by himself.

THE ARTIST'S NATURAL ALLY

The so-called “ivory tower” is not a place of
refuge but of exile from the real world. The
salvation of the artist is to ally himself with a
power which will permit him to do this work —

“It is well that there is art in the world
as well as politics. It is well that the poten-
tialities of art are as inexhaustible as life
itself. In a certain sense art is richer than
life, for it can both overstate and understate,

.can present the same object in all its
varied facets and shed a variety of light
upon it.”

— Leon Trotsky, Fourth International, Jan-
uary, 1941.

«= | Honor of Laura Gray

By James P. Cannon

that is, to live and. be his real seif — and
protect and sustain him in its performance.
There is such a power,: and the artist should
recognize it and seek ‘alliance with it. That is
the modern working class, represented by its
conscious vanguard, whose cause is served only
by truth. By that fact, it is the natural ally and

- protector of all truth-seekers, among whom the

artist stands in first place. The alliance of the
true artist with ‘the labor movement is the
condition for his own emancipation.

If the artist needs the labor movement, no

less does the labor movement need the artist.
The ‘workers need not only the crude truth which
is the ugly reality of their dajly existence.
They need also the truth which illuminates and
inspires, which elevates and ennobles, the truth
which shines with a blinding light, the light
which only the antist can give. It is a lueky
day when our movement finds such a person. And
it is the part of wisdom, as well as of gratitude,
to cherish the alliance and to celebrate it, as
vou are doing tonight at the party for Laura
Gray. -
I don’t doubt that Laura made her first ap-
pearance in the office of the Militant so. quietly
and unobtrusively — as is her manner — that
scarcely anyone noticed her in the busy hubbub
in which a paper always goes to press. But she
cume into Sandstone Prison, where some of us
were zesiding at the time, with a clatter and a
bang. Her first cartoon scattered the gray
shadows -of the prison. like the powerful head-
lfght of a locomotive rolling down the right of
way. Every week thereafter we looked for her
cartoons, -and they brightened the prison  day
each time they came.”

" THE ANTICIPATION i

The readers of the Militant everywhere, im-
mersed in‘the prosaic details of -everyday life
and the routine tasks of the struggle for a better
world, have greeted her weekly drawings with
the same gratitude and enthusiasm; and have
derived from them the same inspiration, the
same anticipatory glimpse of a better world
wherein all people will expréss themselves better,
more completely, in more effective communion
with others; that is to say, more artistically.

1 speak of this as an anticipation. For in the
socialist society of the free and equal, all will
be artists; all will have the means and the
opportunity, and the favorable social environ-
ment, to tap their springs of talent ang their
instinet for self-expression in artistic form,
which are today hidden, suppressed and denied.
The true artists, who feel impelled to draw the
true picture of life as they see it, not only as
it is but as it ought.to be and will be, can find
the fullest freedom for the exercise of this im-
puise today only in alliance with the great
labor movement, which is forcing its way,
through the blood and filth of capitalist society,
to the new world of truth and beauty. In par-
ticular, the revolutionary party, which represents
the conscious element of this great movement,
is the natural ally of the aspiring artist.

Many of them will come to us in the future,
and if we are wise we will receive them gladly.
Our Laura, cartoonist for the Militant, is the
advance guard, the harbinger of the poebs and
artists o come. In honoring her, on the occasion
of her tenth anniversary on the staff of the
Militani, we are honoring the paper, the party
and ourselves, And we are honoring at the
same time, the coming grand alliance of revolu-
tionists and artists in the great battle wherein
no one can fail. '

-—m L qura

*'(Continued from page 1)
in Oregon and at the Chicago
Art Institute.

But that was the decade of
the Great Depression, when
capitalism scrapped so much . of
the best trained labor and talents.
To exist, she had to get a job on
the WPA Art Project. There she
created’ a number of afrtistic
masterpieces. But all we have
Jeft of them are their photo-
graphs. They were the property
of the government. It is reported
that her works, along with those
of -other. distinguished artists,
were junked. A sculpturall con-
struetion of metal, a ‘pioneer
work in this medium, was turned
over to the World War II “scrap
drive.”

LAURA THE SOCIALIST

This was the tragic side of
her life, a tragedy she shared
with a great many talented and
creatiwe people in this place and
this age. The side we turn to,
from which we draw inspiration
and sustenance, is Laura Gray
the indomitable fighter for the
socialisty soeiety of the free and
equal.

She found her way to the so-
cialist movement and to the So-
cialist Workers Party in the
spring of 1942. How character-
istic it was of her to join at the
wvery height of the war reaction
and jingoism and shortly after
the SWP leaders had been tried
and sentenced to federal prison
under ‘the Smith Gag Akct for
proclaiming opposition to the im-
perialist war. She joined the SWP
for the purest of motives. She
was determined to fight against
the war.

Laura did not find herself as
an artist through the Socialist
Workers Party. But she did find
and fulfill herself as a conseious
social being. She placed her bril-
liant talents at the service of
the socialist ¢ause. Her cartoons
were to become almost a trade-
mark of the Militant and in her
our paper —— the greatesty w.rk-
ing-class paper ever published,
in my opinion — was to find a
political artist truly worthy of it.

But Laura did not become a
Militant artist in the first years
of her socialist activity. She was
always the m.st modest and un-
pretentious of people. She did
not go around advertising her
gifts.

I met her Tirst in July 1942
when 1 went to Chicago to be
SWP branch organizer. During
my first meeting, I noted the
pale, delicate - featured y.ung
woman sitting straight and very
quietly at the rear of the halil,
up against the wall. Nothing in
her outward features ever sug-
gested the source of the tremend-
ous power of her political draw-
ings. There was a lot of talk

Gray — Socialist Arti

material in book form.

tradition.

cialist party.

true socialist.

“She Left a Heritage So Rich..”

With deep pride and profound gratitude - we of the Socialisi Workers
Party cherish the memory of our beloved comrade Gray. She was a great
warrior. Time and again she lifted us up and gave fresh inspiration through
her cartoons in the Militant. Subtle humor, savage irony, indignant protest,
political clarity and class truth blended effectively in her images. She struck
blow upon powerful blow in support of the struggle for a socialist society.

Laura’s work was appreciated by socialist fighters the world over. Her
timely and timeless cartoons have been printed and reprinted in the press
of many countries. She left a heritage so rich that a spontaneous movement
has already begun ta provide means for publishing a full collection of her

A book of this kind would provide a vivid pictorial history of key poli-
tical issues and events since World War II. It would be priceless as an
educator of the socialist cadres. Young revolutionary cartoonists yet to ap-
pear would be taught by Laura Gray and inspired to carry on in her great

Young artists have even more to learn from her. Fame as a cartoonist
left Laura unpretentious and undemanding in her relations with the move-
ment. She was an organization woman, giving her talents to the socialist
cause with selfless devotion, setting an example worthy of emulation. Her
attitude caught the essential spirit of the relationship between the intel-
lectuals and the workers necessary to the forging of a revolutionary so-

‘Comrade Laura will live in the memory of all who knew her.;She was a

James P. Cannon
National Chairman

Farrell Dobbs,
National Secretary

at that  meeting. It seemed
everyone XSpoke excelft Laura.
But when the call came for
volunteers for a Militant dis-
tribution, hers was the first
hand raised.

Although Laura was a distin-
guished artistt when she came to
our ranks, she neither expected
ner accepted any special treat-
ment. She came to serve. She
would go out, this frail, sick
woman, in zero weather, with
snow a foolt deep, before some
plant gate «r union hall to
distribute Militants or SWP
leaflets. She was really endanger-
ing her life, and we had to con-
trive pretexts to keep her from
going out in icy weather and
confined to indoor tasks.

Before going to Chicago, T had
worked for a period «n The Mili-
tant and knew the paper’s lack
of a good eartoonist. We require
a completely different class out-
look and a precision and exact-
ness of political formulation that
would automatically disqualify
even the most artistically able
of the capitalist press eartoon-
ists. The combination of class
consciousness, moral courage,
political acuteness and artistie
capacity required . for a Marxist

cartoonist is a once-in-a-gener-
ation phenomenon. We were in-
deed lucky to find Laura.
Symbolically, her first venture
in cartooning was in aid of 2
group of Chicago auto union
militants in a struggle. I had
been asked to assist in putting
out a paper for a group of Chi-
cago Studebaker unionists. I
recalled Laura’s artistic skill,
including a gift for satire I had
seen in several of her works. 1

'asked her if she would try her

hand on a cartoon for the union
paper. From that first cartoon,
I knew Laura and the Militant
were made for each other.

She visited New York in
January 1944. On March 4, 1944,
her first cartoon appeared in our
paper. From the first, her work
added such a fresh, bright,
satirical note to the paper that
it was enthusiastically hailed by
our readers everywhere.

Laura was the exact opposite
of the temperamental individual-
ist usually depicted as the char-
acteristic arbist. Laura worked
ac a mefber of the staff. The
general theme and suggestions
for pictorial treatmeent of ecar-
toong were diseussed in staff
meelings, Laurg would take

these bare, rough suggestions
and by the marvel of her art
transform abstract, verbal politi-
cal concepts into pictorial images
that had tremendous power to
sheck, arouse, persuade, move
the reader at a glance.

Laura did not just toss cartoons
off. She concentrated all her
consciousness on them. She
thought deeply and profoundly
on all her work. She brought to
her political drawing sincerity,
depth of feeling. She wasn’t
working for a buck to sell other
men’s ideas. She was working
for a cause 'that was her own.
Her cartoons were not light,
brittle, witty gags, although she
was capable of devastatingly
comic and satiric effect. They
were profoundly . isymbolic rep-
resentations of the world of
struggle in which we live.

She summed up the most tragic
and the most evil elements of
our epoch. What words ¢an depict
the tragedy of the young in this
period of capitalist decay and
war more movingly than her
bewiidered little New Year baby,
weighed down with helmet, uni-
form and gun, in her New Year
1951 ecartoon at the height of
the Korean‘war? What portrait

was ever more true than her fig-
ure of Gen. MacArthur, an evil
histrionic demamogue, declaim-
ing, “Old Soldier Never Die,”
amidst the endless crosses on
the graves of young soldiers in
the Korean war?

It would be not only a fitting
tribute to Laura, but an in-
valuable service to the socialist
movement to put out as soon as
possible a collection of her
cartoops over the past 14 years,
from the second world war
through the period of the
preparations of the third world
war, It would provide the most
graphic — the most truthful —
record of our times that could
be brought between two covers.

Political cartoons are a pheno-
menon of the most profoundly
political era man has ever
known — the brief age of capital-
ism. Laura, under half - way
normal conditions of life, would
have lived out her years creat-
ing cbhjects to beautify and en-
rich man’s life and culture. The
¢ircumstances of her life, the
conditions of the world imposed
too great an obstacle to the ful-
fillment of her rich artistic
gifts. The loss of what she
might have done is tragic and I
wotuld not minimize it. But the
loss of the world and the pos-
sibilities  of mankind’s survival
would be infinitely more tragic.
Laura used much of her meager
strength of her last years to
help the world to live.

We hear much in recent times

from the mouths of capitalists,
politicians and militarists of the
“calculated risk.” By that they
mean the risk of war to the lives
of other men and women, not
their own. Laura, too, believed
in the theory of the calculated
risk — but for herself.

Ten years ago, in 1947, one of
her lungs became so rotted with
TB that it had to be entirely
removed. No one could have
blamed her if she had accepted
the warnings of her physicians
and lived the quiet, retiring life
of semi-invalidism. She con-
sciously chose the calculated risk
— to continue iwith all her
energies her contribution to the
revolutionary struggle. And hy
some miracle of will she survived
for ten more years and poured
her whole being into her Mili-
tant cartoons. Let us think of
that on this sad occasion. :

We will never have another
Laura. But somewhere in this
land, right now, there are girls
and boys, young women and men,
who will come to hear of her
and see the werk she did. And
her spark will light a flame in
them. They will come forward
with their talents and courage
to take up the noble work ‘®»
which our lovely Laura’s life was
dedieated.,

Fo.




THE MILITANT

Powe 2

subscription 83 per year
41.50 for 6 months. Foreign:
‘#6800 per year; $2.20 for 0
monthy. Canadian: $3.50 per
year; §$1.75 for 6 months,
Bundle Orders: B or more
ooples 8c each iIn U.8.,, To
each in foreign ceuntries.

e MILITANT

Published Weekly in the Interests of the Working People
THE MILITANT PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION
116 University P1.,, N. ¥, 3. N, X,

Editor: DANIEL ROBERTS

Business Manager: FRANCES JAMES

Phone: AL 5-7460

Signed articles by ocoutrid
ators do not necessarily rep-
resent The Militant’s policies.
These are exprossed in it
editorials,

‘“Entered as second class
matter March 7, 1944 at the
Post Office at New York,
N.Y., under the act of March
3, 1879.”

\

‘Vol. 22 - No. 3

Cleveland

Monday, January 20, 1958

Labor ‘and’ the ~'vFight'for Jobs

Unemployment in the United States is
at about four million, a
figure that tops the 1949, pre-Korean-war
total for the same period. Add to this the
shortened work-week with reduced pay-
checks and ,the size of the economic
problem confronting the American labor
movement becomes clear. As the Jan. issue
of Steel Labor reports, there are some
125,000 unemployed steel workers and
“another 200,000 are working only part
time.” The auto union has the same story

now estimated

1o tell.

Is it necessary to point out that every
man and woman in this country is entitled
to a job? Each is entitled to security, to -
the certainty that a decent living can be

earned by one’s labor. No
means much if the right to
doesn’t exist.

Launch Survival Offensive.”

REUTHER’S PROGRAM

- Walter Reuther made headlines in the
Press when he announced he was desert-
ing the figh% for more jobs through a
30-hour week_for 40-hour pay decided on
at the last UAW convention. Reuther
clairps an entirely new situation exists
since the launching of the Russian Sput-
niks that calls {for mobilizing maximum
economic rescarces for military needs.
While so-called labor “leaders” join a
Big-Business clamor for more arms, who
is going to guarantee that even fantastic
increases in military spending are going
to result in full employment? In the past

year military expenditures

record peacetime high, Prices rose. But

production dropped.

And here we are dealing
not with one man or woman denied em-
ployment, but with millions.

What do Meany, Reuther and others in
the top brass of the labor movement
propose to do about it? They seek a solu-
tion to growing unemployment through a
bigger arms budget. The Jan.
News blazed the follpwing headline across
its front page: “Meany Urges Government
[ The problem
of bolstering the nation’s economy was
tied to a demand that the U.S.
its military strength.” In effect, Meany
wants labor to demand more guaranteed
war-profits to Big Business, sky-rocketing
inflation and staggering taxes for the
American working people, for these are
the consequences of the arms race.

A point is

destruction?

reached in government sub-

sidizing of Big Business when arms spend-
ing cannot increase fast enough to meet
the expansion needs of the capitalists.
Then only war itself with its untold suf-
ferings for the working people will do the
trick. Aren’t Meany and Reuther the least
bit afraid that the arms race they ask
for might lead to war and muclear

Why should the Russian space satellites
cause labor to bow down before Big Busi-

ness, tighten its belt, and postpone in-

other right
job security

definitely its right to security and decent
living standards? The Soviet Union is
using its military-technological lead to
press for disarmament. The prospect of
being forced into even a limitation of the
arms race frightens profiteers. But should
labor adopt the same view? Is risk of war
and the threat of nuclear destruction the

only way working men and women of this

country can
lessness?

11 AFL-CIO

“rebuild

escape the misery of job-]

WHAT LABOR SHOULD DEMAND

The American workers must raise their
own program to- combat unemployment.
The Ilabor movement should demand a
shorter work-week without reduction in
take-home pay. This would spread the
number of jobs and increase the purchas-
ing power of the workers, The labor move-
ment should demand unemployment com-
pensation equal to full-time trade-union
wages for the length of the period of
unemployment. It should demand huge
outlays for badly-needed public works,
along the line of Steel Workers President

McDonald’s recent demand for $15 billion

for schools.

were at a

To win these demands will require an
all-out struggle by labor on both economic
and political fronts. The labor movement
must build its own party — a labor party
— and establish a workers and farmers
government that will act in the interests
of the majority instead of the profiteers.

We believe both peace and full employ-
ment — with the prospect. of greater
leisure and higher living standards — can
be finally won only with a socialist
system, a planned economy for the benefit
of society instead of the profits of the
few. We believe that more than security
and justice are involved in this fight.

Survival of humanity is at stake.

Labour Review’ Issue Excels

- A wonderful and exciting ex-

perience awaits the reader of
the November-December issue
of Labour Review, the British
Marxist theoretical journal. Con-
tained in it is a speech made
by Leon Trotsky in 1926 to the
first All-Union Congress of the
Society of Friends of Radio in
the Soviet Union. This is the
first time the speech has been
translated into English. And this
reviewer would like to be one
of the many who will thank the
translator, Leonard Hussey, and
beg for more.

Those who are familiar with
thé history of the Left Opposi-
tion in the Bolshevik Party dur-
ing the 1920’s — the struggle
against the rising power of the
bureaucracy and Stalin — will
see how Trotsky handled the
principal issues of that struggle
in a public speech (it was also
broadcast.) For everyone, a
deeper insight into the problems
of the young workers’ state will
Le gained.

The first part of the speech,
of course, deals with science, its
methodology and its relation to
society. Here are some exciting
anticipations of the problems
that plague the world today.
“The phenomena of radio-activi-
ty,” Trotsky points out, “are
leading us to the problem of re-
leasing intra-atomic energy. The
atom contains within itself a
mighty hidden energy, and the
greatest task of physics con-
sists in pumping out this en-
ergy, pulling out the cork so
that this hidden energy may
burst forth in a fountain. Then
the possibility will be opened up
of replacing coal and oil by
atomic energy, which will also
become the basic motive power.
This is mnot at all a hopeless
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task. And what prospects it

opens hefore usl”

But Trotsky also saw the ter-
rible dangers in scientific prog-
ress as long as elass soeciety,
capitalism, Temained in exist-
ence. “There is no doubt,” he
said, “that now, too, we are
approaching the beginning of a
still more frightful and bloody
chapter. . . Technique and sci-
ence develop not in a vacuum
but in human society, which
consists of classes. . . In a so-
ciety in which the ruling class
is militaristic, technique is in
the service of militarism.”

Trotsky speaks at great length
of the backwardness of Russia.
After showing in statistics the
vast discrepancies between U.S.
and Soviet economy, he urges,
“Let us neither mock at our-
selves, comrades, nor take
fright, but firmly keep these
flgures in mind; we must meas-
ure and compare, so as to catch
up and surpass, at all costs!
(Applause)”

HAMMER Vs. BRIEFCASE
The problem of the growing
bureaucracy is discussed by

Trotsky in reference to a chart
pr-esente-d to the Congress show-
ing class composition of the So-
ciety of Friends of Radio. Trot-
sky points out, ‘“Workers make
up 20 per cent (that’s the
small figure with the hammer);
peasants 18 per cent (the still
smaller figure with the scythe);
office workers 49 per cent (the
respectable figure carrying a
brief-case); and then comes 18
per cent of ‘others’ (it’s not
stated who they are exactly, but
there is a drawing of a gentle-
man in a bowler hat, with a
cane and a white handkerchief
in his breast pocket; evidently
a Nepman). T don’t suggest that
these people with handkerchiefs
should be driven out of the So-
ciety of Friends of Radio, but
they ought to ke surrounded
and besieged more strongly, so
that radio may be made cheap-
er for the people with hammers
and scythes. (Applause). Still
less am I inclined to think that
the number of members with
brief-eases should be mechanic-
ally reduced. But it is necessary,

though, that the two asie

groups be inereased, at all costs!
(Applause). 20 per cent work-
ers —that’s very little; 13 per
cent peasants — that’s shame-
fully little.”

Trotsky coneludes his speech
on the theme of internationlism.’
Always he viewed the Russian
Revolution in the context of the
world revolution.

EFFECTS OF STALINISM
—A CASE HISTORY

Another interesting article in
this issue of Labour Review is
the Case of Andre Marty, for-
merly one of the leaders of the
French Communist Party. This
article by Joseph Redman gives
a warm portrait of a revolu-
tionary fighter caught in the
trap of Stalinism. It takes us
through the many points  of
frustration of the revolutionary
aspirations of the French work-
ing class from 1936 through the
betrayal of the resistance move-
ment in the “August days” of
1945 and up to the tragic death
of Marty. For a study in the
effects of Stalinism on the
workers’ movement in the cap-
italist world, this story i’s bf
prime importance.

The editors of Labour Review
feature a valuable tribute to the
Russian Revolution on the: oc-
casion of its Fortieth ‘Anniver-
sary and discuss the lessons of
that great event for today’s
struggle for socialism.

And finally, for those who
relish a good debate (for this
reviewer is certain a debate is
invited) John McLeish writes
what he considers is “A Marx-
ist Critique” of the works of
Sigmund Freud. It is not nec-
essary for a Marxist to be for
or against Freud anymore than
it was necessary for Freud to
be for or against Marxism. But
many Marxists, undoubtedly,
will take issue with McLeish’s
evaluation of Freud and with
MeLeish’s methodology. That
should give rise to an interest-
ing discussion.
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Relief Rolls
Take Jump

By Bob Kingsley

CLEVELAND, Jan. 13—Lay-
offs in this city are “a bonfire
that could become a conflagra-
tion,” says the County Welfare
Director who reports a big jump
in relief application by people

whose unemployment checks
have run out. The industries
hardest hit are auto, aircraft

and steel.

Chevrolet is the only large
auto plant in the ecity still hir-
ing. Last month it added 500
to the work force. All the others
are laying off. Ford alone laid
off 700 last month.

The Bureau of Unemployment
Compensation estimates 24,000
jobless, the highest number in
eight years. These figures are
based on unemployment com-
pensation claims., The actual
number of unemployed is much
closer to 25,000.

Midland Steel has reduced its
work force from 1,800 to 800.
Foote-Burt, a shop that hasn’t
laid . off in eleven years, last
week dropped 115 workers. The
layoffs in steel, however, would
be’ far more widespread if it
weren’t for the fact that most
of the industry is now on a
32-hour week.

Last week the Cleveland In-
dustrial Union Council finally
became alarmed over the se-
riousness of the problem. It set
up a committee to set plans for
a March 4 Civiec Rally to “spark
a state-wide campaign against
unemployment, low jobless in-
surance benefits, and the ‘Right

ing - of the

Layoffs Hit Auto

CHICAGO—Unemployed

employe refuses to accept a
down grading in skill and rate
of pay—“even to the sweeper’s
code”—he will be refused both
unemployment compensation and
Supplementary ~ Unemployment
Benefits. The unemployed hope
all local unions in the Chicage
area will take a strong stand
against this.

The Local 719 News, organ
of the United Auto Workers lo-
cal at the GM Diesel Plant in
La Grange, Ill, reports. that-
the company is making it as
tough "as- possible for workers
to get SUB. “No information is
given [by GMI] concerning the
laid-off employe’s rights under
SUB,” says the paper, “on top
of this the eompany causes the
employe additional grief by mak-
ing him hold his State unem-
ployment check and if he doesn’t
then . he is. disqualified for
SUB.” Twelve- hundred La
Grange Diesel workers have
been laid off recently with 400

more “slated for the ax this
month. ;

The Ford Jet plant at Great
Cicero, Ill. where 4,000 work-
ers have been- ‘dropped since
last” August, has announced that
it will shut down completely,
wiping out jobs for 8,000 more
UAW members. A mass meet-
Ford Jet local in

To- Work Law’ forces.”

November demanded that SUB

Illmols Iobless Told: Take
Downgrading or Lose Benefits

auto workers in Illinois re-

port that a new ruling is being attempted by the Illinois

State Unemployment Compensation Board. If a laid-off
0}

funds be used as severance pay
to be turned over in a lump
sum to those laid off.

UAW members in Region 4
are hard hit by layoffs, accord-
ing to Regional Director Rob-
ert Johnston. Caterpillar Trac-
tor alone laid off 7,200 in the
last - two months in its Peoria,|
Joliet and Decatur plants. In
Milwaukee Wis., Region 10 di-
rector Harvey Kitzman said
layoffs in UAW - organized
plants in that city were run-
ning about 25%, of their work
force.

Out of some twenty-five
plants in Chicago’s Amalgam-
ated UAW Local 435, only two
or three are working full shifts.
Workers in this local report
that it is a waste of time and
money to continue looking for
jobs because there are mnone, Of
about 4,000 members in Local
435, some 1,400 are unemployed.

[Unemployment in the Chi-
cago area is mow about equal
to that of the 1954 recession,
and still going up. But in sum-
ming up the 1957 labor-man-
agement peace record, W. A,
Lee, president of the Chicago
Federation of Labor and a lead-
ing advocate of keeping labor
tied to the Democratic Party,
said according to the Jan. 2
Chicago Tribune: “In this com-
munity wages and the condi-
tions of workers were improved
considerably witheut a major
stoppage - in - preduction . .
[the] police labor detail ha.d
done a wonderfu] job.”

By Harry Ring

The resignation of John Gates
from the Communist Party, Jan.
10, brings to virtual disintegra-
tion the group centered largely
around the staff of the now-
defunct Daily Worker which had
voiced resistance to the drive of
William Z. Foster to reimpose
the Stalinist vise upon the par-
ty. At the same time, however,
a new anti-Foster grouping ap-
pears to be developing on the is-
sue of ideological independence
from Moscow and the right of
free discussion in the party. The
strongest expression of this op-
position so far has come from

District.
Gates, however, has washed
his hands of the inner-party

fight. His letter of resignation
stated he was quitting because
he was convinced the party
“cannot be changed from within
and that the fight to do so was
hopeless.” At the Jan. 10 press
conference where he made the
resignation public, he said he
was leaving the party “to re-
join the American people,” and
added he had no interest in
forming a new group, ‘“especial-
ly no splinter group not accept-
able to labor, the Negro peo-
ple and other groups interested
in American democracy.”

STILL FRIENDLY
TO SOVIET UNION

Stating that he would now
describe himself as a “demo-
cratic. Socialist,” 'Gates said he
remained sympathetic to the
Soviet Union on the basis of its
economic and scientific achieve-
ments, but opposed its lack of
political democracy. He charged
that the Soviet Communist Par-
ty had aided Foster in his ef-
forts to crush the “independ-
ence” movement in the Amer-
ican CP and said he now gsees
the party as a “futile sect.”

He Dbitterly assailed Foster,
Ben Davis and Eugene Dennis
as responsible for the death of
the Daily Worker, charging they
had withheld availakle funds
because of their opposition to
the paper’s line. Gates is ex-
pected to elaborate his reasons
for quitting the party in =2
geries. of articles scheduled to
appear in the New York Post
beginning Jan. 20.

Meanwhile, the Post reported
that a number of ex-Daily
Worker staff members, includ-
ing Alan Max, Abner Berry and
Lester Rodney, are planning on

following Gates out of the
Party.

The final issue of the Daily
Worker, dated Jan. 13 was

headlined “We’ll Be Back.” This
theme was echoed in columns
by George Morris, Elizabeth
Gurley Flynn and A. B. Magil
Columns by Max, Berry and
Rodney indieated that in their
view the death of the paper was

GATES

about their own plans for the
future.

CRISIS CONTINUES

The crumbling of the Gatesite
opposition to Fogter does not
signify, however, that stability
is in sight for the dwindling,
crisis-wracked party. This is
evident from the December is-
sue of the CP Lulletin, Party
Affairs, which reports the pro-
ceedings at the November meet-
ing of the national committee
and other related material. A
resolution directed to the na-
tional committee by unanimous
vote of the Northern California
District Committee vigorously
assails the Foster grouping as
“dogmatists” who are prevent-
ing resolution of the party cri-
sis by trying to stamp out dis-
cussion of unresolved issues.

Evidence of the mnew rift in
the leadership had previeusly
emerged with the report of the
December meeting of the par-
ty’s national executive commit-
tee where a Fosterite motion to
endorse the Moscow declaration
of 12 Communist vparties was
defeated 11 to 7. Endorsement
of the 12-party declaration was
viewed as repudiating the “in-
dependence” mandate of the
past national convention. The
same NEC meeting, also saw
a division between Dennis and
organization secretary Sid Stein.
The two had previously been as-
sociated in a “center” group in
the leadership.

The Northern California res-
olution states: “We are deeply
disturbed at a current in the
National Committee . . . . which
looks upon every attempt to
discuss something new as a de-
parture from Marxism-Leninism,
and whieh hails every erroneous
estimate of our convention by
Communists abroad as gospel.
This has paralyzed our party
into inaction,’and this paralysis
is itself liquidating the party
before our very eyes.”

Speaking on this resolution,
Northern California Chairman
Mickie Lima repeated the charge

Edltor of Daily Worker
uits Communist Party

tled and pointedly declared:
“, . . some Party leaders are
bamboozled bty what they vre-
gard as a danger of split-in
the party. . .”

So far as the Northern Cali-
fornia party is concerned, Lima
said, “we will not be deterred
by name-calling. . . . We state
that we will carry on a de-
termined struggle against name-
calling as a continuation of a
dogmatic and bureaucratic meth-
od of work. . .. We feel that,
if we are to guarantee debate
and discussion enabling us to
arrive at majority decisions on
important questions, that the
national leadership should de-
clare war on the poisonous at-
mogphere which exists in New
York and surrounds the nation-
al center and even involves some
members of this national com-
mittee.”

Opposition to Foster’s efforts
to re-establish the party as an
echo of the Kremlin line is also
contained in declarations favor-
ing discussion and united ac-
tion with other radical tenden-
cies—a policy opposed by Fos-
ter., Among those opposing him
on this is the New England
District Committee which says:
', . the CP of N.E. should
cooperate and participate
where possible in Socialist Fo-
rums and joint activities with
all Left groups.” ’

This stand reflects a grow-
ing recognition that refusal to
participate in discussion with
other socialist currents can on-
ly lead to still further isolation
of the party. Such recognition
is expressed in a statement by
Carl Ross entitled, “Attitude
Toward Trotskyism in Minne-
sota.”

Ross disavows . any political
sympathy for the Trotskyist

viewpoint. In fact his statement
includes a Stalinist-type slander
that the SWP is “exploiting”
and impairing Minnesota defense
activity on Lehalf of Morton So-
bell. At the same time, how-
ever, he sdays, “Certainly it is
wrong to boycott a useful cam-
paign because it may be led by
Trotskyists.”

'

tudes” toward the Trotskyists
“are no longer effective,” Ross
observes that the Trotskyist
stand for independent labor
politics is being shared by oth-
ers in the radical movement.
Thigs means, he says, ‘“we must
of necessity participate and meet
on ideological grounds the Trot-
skyist views. . .”

Such an approach is also nec-
essary, he continues, because
many CP members now consider
the old party statute ferbidding
association with Trotskyists “as

final. They were ambiguous

that discussion was being throt-

insulting to their intelligence.”

"enters Hard

it has laid off 11,000 men.

Los Angeles Aircraft,
Auto Plants Cut Back

By Della Rossa
LOS ANGELES, Jan. 15 — A garage in the San

Fernando Valley needed a tire changer and 40 men ap-
plied for the job. Lockheed Aircraft is located there, and

[¢

With unemployment rising
swiftly throughout the Los An-
geles area, members of the
United Auto Workers Union
employed in manufacture of
both cars and aircraft are be-
ing particul‘a’rly hard hit. Every
ninth worker in Los Angeles de-
pends on aircraft production for
his job. Ninety percent of the
entire industry is in Southern
California, 75% of it in Los
Angeles itself. Layoffs are al-
ready widespread w1th more
coming.

A year ago there were 34 000
workers at Lockheed. Since then
thousands have been- laid off
and it is expected that by next
July the plant will be down to
17,000.

The magazine, U. S News and
World Report, has estimated
“that 300,000 to 400,000 work-
ers now engaged in aircraft
plants will be out of their jobs
when the coming  shakeout is
over.”

BOSSES PUSH SPEED-UP

Company executives -of course
are determined to use the sit-
uation to push for more  speed-
p. In 'the Nov. 28 issue of
Reporter mizgazine, Paul Jacobs
quoted a local representative of
the Aircraft Industries Associa-
tion who told him, “The tim-
ing of these layoffs may be un-
fortunate for some few people
but on the whole it will be
good for the economy after it
gets shaken down. Production
will go up and what goofing
off there is will stop for a
while, anyway.”

In auto the situation is sim-
ilar. At General Motor’s South
Gate plant there was an 11%

layoff last November. Of the re-
maining 3,600 employed there,

30% are expected to get their
layoff notices at the end of

this week. More speed-up, more

disciplinary actions and a short-
er work week are on the order
of the day there.

¢

Wisc. GIO Demamls
State Action

MILWAUKEE, Jan. 8—Charles
M. Schultz, president of the "
Wisconsin - State CIO, called for
a special session of the legis-
lature to deal - with the rapid
growth of unemployment. :

(The Wisconsin state employ-
ment service reported last week
that there were 61,400 unem-
ployed in the state in Decem-

ber, 17,300 more than a year
ago.)
Schultz, who formerly was

the President of the powerful
UAW Local 283 of Allis-Chal-
mers, ‘declared that “the trend
toward recession levels of . un-
employment continues.”

He proposed increasing un-
employment. benefits and the
minimum wage law. He further
suggested reduction of taxes im
the low income brackets and a
program of public works.

Yon is now on a four-day week
and beginning to lay off be-
sides. At the mnew and vastly
expanded Lincoln-Mercury plant
about a hundred cars a day are
being produced and the shop is
on a short work week.

The 40 men who applied for.
the tire changer’s job in San-
Fernando Valley symbolizes the
problem of the lauto and  air-
craft workers. Their efforts co-
incide with a general drop in
employment, leaving ever less
places for them to go for new
jobs. TUnemployment mmeased
in California from September *to
October for the first time in
12 years. At the same time so
many new people are moving
to the Los Angeles area that
the state unemployment service
estimates that 100,000 new jobs
are needed yearly just to keep
pace with the population growth.
This year only 50,000 such
jobs were added. :

The Ford plant in Wilming-

This

Pointing out that “old atti-||

Chrysler and feeder plants in
the area.

At the turn of the year over
750,000 workers aeross Canada
were applying for jobs through
National Employment Service.
is the highest December
figure since NES was set” up in
1940 the previous highest
figure was 465,000 in 1954 —
and it is double the figure of
the month previous.

Auto has been particularly
hard hit. As of Dec. 16, 9,279 or
439 of Windsor’s auto workers
were unemployed. Only two of
the 68 units of the Amalgamated
Liocal 195 were on full time. On
Jan. 9 General Motors announced
an indefinite layoff of another
400 workers in its Oshawa plant.
The night shift on one car model
assembly line will be eliminated
and production increased on the
day shift, a company spokesman
said.

Unemployment — that is the
big issue confronting Canadian
auto workers. According to Cliff
Pilkey, president of powerful GM
Local 222, Oshawa delegates will
be seeking support of U.S. auto
workers at'the coming UAW in-
ternational economic conference
for a six-hour work-day. The
Oshawa auto workers have out-
lined eight bargaining points
which they want the International

CanadianUnemployment
Highest Since Depression

By Ross Dowson
TORONTO -— Shoppers in downtown Windsor saw a
few weeks ago what hasn’t appeared on Canadian city
streets since the Hungry Thirties — a demonstration of

some 400 unemployed — mostly @
auto workers laid off by Ford,

to endorse. High on the list with
the six-hour day, .followed by
demands for more money, is
parity between Canadian and U.S,
wages.

In his last words to Windsor
Ford workers before the coming
Detroit conference, Local 222’s
president Vie White wrote in
Ford Facts: “The shorter work
week has become an economic
necessity of our time. The mass
unemployment factor facing our
country today must be fought by
the labor movement. No other
force, in a position to do so,
will, e reason, it is not to their
advantage to do so,”

New York

Dr. Otto Nathan

Noted economist and executor
of Einstein estate speaks on

“War and Peace in the
Atomic Age”

.. Feb. 1—8 P.M.
[ J
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The Five Percenters

‘T went to Plainfield, N. J. last week to get a
story on the walkout at the Mack Truck Engine
plant there. One of the Mack workers I spoke
to, a member of United Auto Workers Local

'.343, told me the following story, reported here

substantially in his own words:

“We walked out because the company laid off
400 men in one unit, without regard to seniority
and withcut giving anyone a chance to bump
into cther jobs as provided in the contract. The
company says that this is only a temporary

By William Bundy

said that some

the bonus rate

layoff caused by a shortage of parts and it

ean’t be bothered with fooling around with the
seniority provisions of the contract in such a

little matter.
MEN STICK TOGETHER

“Weil, we don’t think this is such a liltle
matter. We think this is part of a drive that
has been going on for some time, to break
down the pretty good conditions we've managed
to build and hang onto in this plant. This is
one place where the boys have stuck together
pretty well' over the years, and where we had
the management! trained so that they didn’t go

running up and down the line

stop watches like we were afraid of them.
“But recently, they got a new set of experts
that have come in here with all kinds of stories

about how we're mnot supposed
human beings because at some
another they work like horses.

“These experts come from Studebaker and
they are the same bunch that worked that
famous shell game at Studebaker a few years
back. Well, it just so happens that we know that
the speed-up and wage cuts didn’t save any
jobs at Studebaker. This plant doesn’t make a
product that’s in competition with GM anyway.

“And then the company has been trying to
push us around too much lately. A while back,
the management started having the plant guards
take down the badge numbers of anyone who
went to the toilet during working hours. They

HUMILIATION
“I don’t know how other people feel about

of the workers, those on a bonus

system, were taking too much time for per-
sonal needs. The experts figured this interfered
with the bosses making out a case for lowering

and raising the quota.

“Well, it’s bad enough that they put the
washroom on a stage with an open stairway
leading tc it so they can watch you come and
go, without having some company cop check up
on you inside. It’s humiliating. There were a lot
of complaints about this, but it didn’t stop.

)

this, but as far as I'm concerned, a man has
got to have some pride. So one morning, I
made up my mind that I just wasn’t going to

be subjected to

“I swallowed

bee-line for the
_ “But I wasn't

waving their

to work like
GM plant or
had been forced

the .ocal union

there shouldn’t

this humiliation any more, even

if I had to stay away from the washroom until
lunch time. But by 11:30/ I knew I was beaten.

my pride, threw down my tools,

and without getting a replacement, made a

ladder leading to the washroom.
the only one. In fact, 400 men —

the whole department — were just behind me.
The guards had an awful time trying to take
down all the badge numbers.

ALL HAD SAME IDEA

“It seems that everybody else had also decided
not to humiliate themselves any more, and then

by nature to swallow their pride

— at 11:30 sharp.
“After that, the company got together with

leaders and agreed to stop the

toilet tally provided the local official would
give all us naughty children a lecture.

“We had a meeting and the union officials
told us that the management experts in charge
of these matters had it all figured out that

be more than five percent of

the workers taking care of personal needs at
any one time. So now everyone is going around
calling everyone else a five percenter.”

...Record of Speed-Up

(Continued from page 1)
These standards are comparable
to those -of the same jobs at
Ford and GM. . .” That is,
Chrysler was to be speeded up
to Ford and GM standards.

In October, 1956, Walter
Reuther addressed the Chrysler
conference as follows: “On the
question of production stand-
ards, the leadership in the
Chrysler plants must face this
problem practically and realis-
tically. We know that the Chrys-
ler corporation has many prob-
lems, many of them of their
own making, but they are fright-
ened Lecause of the competi-
tion coming from Ford and GM.

“. , . Where production stand-
ards are too loose the Union
has the responsibility of mak-
ing fair adjustments. Every-
body ought to carry their share
of a fair day’s work. We can-
not allow any group to ride the
gravy train at the expense of
the other workers in a plant.”

By March 8, 1957, the lid blew
“off in the city of Detroit, when
the three daily newspapers car-
ried headlines such as “The
Story Behind Chrysler’s Spurt,”
and” “No Job Deal Both Sides
Say,. But Profits Soar With
Fewer Employees.”

WHAT MISCH REVEALED
These stories were inspired
by a speech by Chrysler vice-
president F. W. Misch before
the Society of Financial Anal-
ysts in New York City. The la-
bor writer for the March 8 De-

troit Free Press commented
“Misch’s speech unlocked one
of the worst-kept ‘secrets’ in

the auto industry. . . The speech
gave the impression, to some
people, at least, that the UAW
had worked hand in hand with
Chrysler in  instituting new
work standards and quieting
worker discontent.”

A special Chrysler edition of
Spotlight was published jby the
top union officialdom wHich de-
clared that Misch’s statements
were false and that newspaper
reports of 20,000 Chrysler work-
ers being eliminated through
speed-up were misrepresenta-
tions. The cause for the elimi-
nation, said Spotlight, was au-
tomation and improved meth-
ods.

For all the frenzy of the top
union leadership in trying to
talk their way out of this per-
plexing situation, the fact re-

mained that the company _did
speed-up and was boasting
- about it,

Throughout, the Chrysler rank-
and-file indicated their willing-

REUTHER

ness to fight back to the best
of their ability and against all
odds. On the heels of the Misch
revelations an  unprecedented
number of strike authorizations
in the Chrysler plants were
made by the UAW Executive
Board,

RECENT EVENTS

An article in the Oct. 5, 1957
Local 3 Dodge Main News gives
us a glimpse of what has taken
place in the shops in the recent
period. “It has been reported
that the Dodge plant manage-
ment hag plans to eliminate 135
employees of our department
and still keep up the same pro-
duction as on the old model.
Last year the Dodge manage-
ment eliminated 800 workers in
our department with the ex-
planation that a new assembly
system was put in effect. .

“When the workers lose their
jobs due to automation, it is
understandable, but when 800
workers lose their jobs due to
changes of assembly system not
by automation but by the mus-
cles of the workers, then some-
thing should be done to stop
it.”

Another writer in the Nov.
80 issue said: “Ten Chrysler
plants have taken strike votes
on problems of speed-up and
working conditions; the ABD
plant (formerly Briggs) was
poised for a strike last week,

.but a settlement was made at

the last minute. This week finds
Chrysler Engine Plant -out on
strike, leaving eight more
plants of the Chrysler Corpora-
tion still with strike votes pend-
ing. . . When speed-ups are at-
tempted at ten different plants
at one time, Chrysler Corpora-
tion is showing contempt for
the contract- between them and
our union; therefore, the con-
tract is no longer binding, and
we should close all plants until

¢))
(2

3)
Jan, 13.
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8:45 to 10:15.

Single lectures — $.50.

Militant Labor School
Winter 1958 Classes

“The Road to Sccialism.” Lectures by Daniel Roberts.
Six Sundays from 5:30 to 7 P.M., beginning Jan. 12.

“The Negrv Struggle for Equality,” Lectures by George
Lavan. Five Svndays from 7:15 to 8:45 P.M. beginning Jan. 12.

“The Soviet Union from 1917 to the Present.” Lectures
by Murry Weiss. Six Mondays from 7 to 8:30 P.M. beginning

“Historical Materialism — The Origins of the Capital-
ist System.” Lectures by Vincent Copeland. Six Mondays from

Fees: Six-week course — $2.50; Five-week course — $2.00;

To register write to Militant Labor School, 116 University
Place, New York 3, N.Y. or phone Algonquin 5-7852.
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they decide to respect our agree-
ment.”

100% SPEED-UP

The Plymouth Engine Plant
workers hit the bricks for two
weeks last November. Precise-
ly how the issues were resolved
was not made public. However,
the local press reported the
settlement for one operation on
which the union said 12 workers
were necessary and the compa-
ny demanded a cut to two work-
ers. The settlement was for six
workers, or a 100% increase in
the job rate. The overall agree-
ment probably followed the
same pattern.

The speed-up resolution adopted
at the last UAW convention
correctly points out that “In
the three years which saw the
founding of the UAW, resist-
ance to speed-up was a key ele-
ment in welding the solidarity
of those who brought our union
into existence.” For the ranks,
the fight against speed-up still
remain; the main issue in weld-
ing their strength and confi-
dence in order to fight effective-
ly on the other issues which
now confront the union.

The rank-and-file have dem-
onstrated under the most ad-
verse circumstances—by strike
votes and by authorized and un-
authorized strikes—their readi-
ness to fight speed-up. Many lo-
cals, including 'Dodge 3, Chrys-
ler 212 and Budd 306 have called
for freezing production stand-
ards where superior conditions
exist and for a roll-back where

.| they don’t.

What is needed now is to mo-
bilize the power of the union’s
rank and file—for instance, by
forming an industry-wide pro-
duction-workers’ council to con-
trol work standards. A council
of this nature would generate
the necessary militancy to gain
shorter hours and increased pay
as well. But constant retreats
on the speed-up issue, which has
been the practice of the Reuther
officialdom, will also result in
reduced economic gains in the
contract, °

Calendar
Of Events

New York

MILITANT LABOR FORUM
CLASSES. Sundays, 5:30 P.M.
through Feb. 16, “The LRoad to
Socialism,”  Instructor, Daniel
Roberts. Sundays, 7:15 P.M,,
“The Negro Struggle for Equal-
ity.” Instructor, George Lavan.
Mondays, 7 P.M. through Feb. 17.
“The Soviet Union,” Instructor,
Murry Weiss. Mondays, 8:45
P.M. “Historical Materialism,”
Instructor, Vincent Copeland. Al
classes at 116 University Place.

Saturday, Jan. 25, 8:30 P.M.
A Mid-Winter Party at 116 Uni-
versity Place sponsored by the
Sccialist Workers Party. Con-
tribution 50¢.

o
New York Youth

Symposium and discussion on
“Israel and the Middle East.”
Arie Perberg, Israeli student;
Shane Mage, editorial board,
Young Socialist; Adel Akel,
Arab student; Dan Leon, mem-
ber of Hashomer Hatzair. (Or-
ganizations listed for identifica-
tion only). Friday, Jan. 24, 8
P.M. Adelphi Hall, 74 Fifth Ave-
nue. Contribution 50 cents. Spon-
sored by Young Socialist Al-

liance.
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SWP Begins
Ballot Drive
In Michigan

DETROIT, Jan. 13—A drive
to collect 30,000 signatures to
put a socialist ticket on the
ballot in Michigan in 1958 was
announced today by Rita Shaw,
state secretary of the Socialist
Workers Party.
State law requires the sukb-
mission of 15,315 signatures by
registered voters. “But we're
not taking any chances,” Mrs.
Shaw explained. “In 1956, we
turned in 4,000 more names
than the law required, and were
ruled off the ballot anyway.
This year we're out to double
the legal quota because we're
determined that the people of
Michigan shall have a reai
choice at the ballot in 1958.”
The 30,000 goal can be met,
Mrs. Shaw maintained, because
“a leftward political trend is
being generated by four fac-
tors: (1) /Growing unemploy-
ment and growing fear of un-
employment. (2) Mounting crii-
icism and doubt about the dead
end. in which U.S, foreign pol-
icy is culminating. (3) The con-
tinuing refusal of both major
parties to grant civil rights leg-
islation and enforcement to the
Negro people. (4) The contin-
uing isolation of McCarthyism.”
Mrs. Shaw asked for help in
collecting the signatures not on-
ly from socialists, but from all
who think that the voters should
have something to choose be-
sides the two old parties and
who think it would be a pub-
lic service for socialist ideas to
be heard in the 1958 political
marketplace.
Nominating petitions may be
obtained from campaign head-
quarters at 3737 Woodward, De-
troit 1.

California AFL
Plans Drive on
Anti-Labor Bill

By Roy Gale

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 4 —
Over 1,000 delegates, represent-
ing 22,000 workers in over 200
unions, met here last night to
map strategy for beating the
threat of a California “right-to-
work” law that is being prepared
in referendum form for the
November ballot.

C. J. Haggerty, Secretary of
the California State Federation
of Labor, told the mass con-
ference that California “has been
chosen as a battleground” in a
drive to adopt such a measure
throughout the U.S. He called on
the unions to mobilize their
members to defeat the projected
California  referendum. Other
speakers called for political
action by the unions to defeat
¥ae open-shoppers but none went
beyond the traditional and inef-
fective poliecy of the wunion
cfficialdom of tailing behind one
or another capitalist politician.

So far 18 states, mostly in the
South, have passed these so-call-
ed “Right-to-work” laws which
ban the union shop and restrict
reaceful picketing.

\

Delegates from Flint area

opponents demanding that top
militant course.

At 1957 Auto Convention

locals at United Auto Workers
16th constitutional convention last April. Signs express oppo-
sition to dues increase proposed by Reuther. Debate on this
- question really centered on the speed-up issue, with dues-hike

union officers pursue a more

(Continued from page 1)

Corporation. Management be--
gan chiseling on the terms of
the strike settlement by elimi-
nating manpower.

By the time the 1958 model
was put into production, the
company had already embarked
on another all-out drive for more
speed-up. In addition, the com-
pany was flagrantly disregard-
ing the seniority provisions of
the contract with respect. to
the recall of its laid-off em-
ployes.

On Oct. 30 the situation
reached the boiling point. The
swing shift staged a walkout
in protest. Chrysler immediately
retaliated by discharging the
chairman of the bargaining
committee, Joe Price, and three
chief shop stewards.

The officers of UAW 230
asked the members to return
to work on the basis that an-
other .vote would be taken ask-
ing the International for strike
authorization. The motion to

favor.

But the company continued
its policy of further reprisals
against the union. Chrysler dis-
charged 67 more for their part
in the walkout; 148 were given
three to five-day disciplinary
layoffs; and approximately 800
employes were given warnings
or reprimands. The bargaining
committee of Local 230 is now
engaged in processing more
than a thousand grievances.

The Corporation has issued
threats of more reprisals to
come if UAW 230 takes strike
action. Local ©President Tom
Smith has been given warning
that he will be discharged if
another walkout occurs.

To date, the International has
not given Local 230 strike au-
thorization.

...Los Angeles Chrysler

strike was carried with 96% in:

While the UAW’s press has
remained silent about the vic-
timizations, reprisals and threats
against the officers and mem-
bers of this local, and the In-
terniational has stalled for two
months on giving a strike au-
thorization, the economic  pic-
ture has changed.
 Since the strike wvote, short
work-weeks have become com-
mon. Today, Chrysler laid off
more than 900 employes. This
is a 26% reduction in the work
force.

BLOW TO MORALE

The courageous leaders of
UAW 230 are in a dilemma.
Not only' are they confronted
with the problems of the speed-
up, but the morale of the work-
ers is now shaken by the fail-
ure of the UAW’s top officials
to cope with the problems and
the unemployment situation.

As the Militant pointed out
last May 13: “The UAW’s lead-
ership has extended its one-at-
a-time strategy to the point
where it now proposes that the
speed-up and other proklems
which exist throughout the en-

tire auto industry are to be
combatted on a local union
level. . .

“Individual locals like UAW
230,” the Militant said, “are
forced to strike in an effort to
change management policies
which are formulated on a cor-
poration and industry-wide lev-
el. But unequal contests of this
kind can only lead to the dis-
sipation of the energy and mil-
itancy of the workers in a
series of ineffective and iso-
lated actions. . .”

As the events in L.A., Chrys-
ler since that time have con-
clusively demonstrated, the top
officialdom of the UAW is still
following a policy that pro-
motes more of these unequal

contests.

In Seattle

the Seattle City Council. A mem-
ber of the local, Wright is run-
ning for Council with the sup-
port of the Socialist Workers
Party. He has belonged to the
Molders union since 1915.
At the opening of yesterday’s
meeling, Wright’s socialist pro-
gram was read to the member-
ship by the Local Business Agent
who then turned the floor over to
Wright to speak on his program.
Wright then sketched out the
development of the union and
socialist movements, stressing
that socialists had been in the
forefront of the trade union
mevement since its inception.
Discussing the problems facing
the unions today, he said that
with the relreat of the top labor
officialdom before the witch hunt
a rash of anti-labor laws had
been passed ' locally and na-
tionally. The only effective way
to combat this wunion-busting
drive, he explained, is for the
unicns to break with the capital-
ist parties and take the road of
independent political action. He
said that in the present local
election it would advance the
union cause to endorse a union-
ist running on a socialist pro-
gram. ‘
A motion was then made and
seconded to endorse his candi-

dacy, and it was adopted
unanimously.
After the meeting adjourned

Wright was surrounded by union
brothers extending their ¢on-

Socialist Candidate

Endorse

By Molders Union

By Melba Baker
. SEATTLE, Jan. 11 — At its regular membership
meeting yesterday, Local 158, International Molders and
Foundry Workers Union voted unanimously to endorse
the candidacy of Jack Wright f»»r O,

JACK WRIGHT

support in his campaign. One
brother said enthusiastically:
“This is the most forward step
this union has taken in years.”
Ancther said: “Jack, I don’t be-
lieve in your political philosophy,
but I think unions are better off
when they tolerate all political
views and I'm going to vote for
you because you’re a good union
man and you've gob some sound
planks in your platform.”

‘Wright is the delegate from
his union to the Central Labor
Council, the State Metal Trades
Council and the AFL-CIO poli-

gratulations and offering their

tical action group, COPE.

Wash. State

independent unions from all

egy to defeat the coming cam-
paign of Big Business to secure
a ‘“right-to-work” law through
an initiative meagure. This is
the employers’ second attempt
to obtain such legislation. The
conference also considered the
problem of unemployment,

I attended the conference as
a delegate from the Interna-
tional Molders and Foundry
Workers Union, Local 158. The
meeting was one of the most
animated and constructive that I
have had the pleasure of attend-
ing in years. After opening ad-
dresses by E. M. Weston, pres-
ident of the Washington Labor
Council and Harold Slater, its
secretary-treasurer, most of the
talking was done by the rank-

and-file delegates, who a_ired
their views, made suggestions
and motions, defended their

40 demand was raised in 1951,
Reuther accused its proponents
(Ford Local 600 and others) of
acting in the interests of the
Kremlin. How effective this “‘ar-
gument” will seem to jobless
auto workers and to what extent
their voices will be heard at the
special convention remains to be
seen.

HOW MUCH?

Reuther’s substitute proposals
are vague and complicated. In
the entire 16-page, elaborately-

worded “administrative letter”
which is supposed to explain
them, there is no one single

point where it is possible to
compute what precise amount
the workers are supposed to
gain,

The technique employed is not
new either. Reuther used it in
bargaining for the Guaranteed
Annual Wage, which was pro-
jected generally as a cure for
unemployment, but which got
whittled down to a small sup-
plementary unemployment pay-
ment to a limited number of
workers under limited conditions.

Nor are Reuther’s present
proposals sound.

They are divided into two
parts: “basic economic de-
mands,” and the “profit-sharing”
scheme. The basic demands in-
clude fringe improvements, the
amounts of which are not spe-
cified, and a “productivity wage

oo I?eutlte( Seeks to

amount. Reuther presents
figures to show that if auto
workers’ wages had kept up

1940 they would be at least 65
cents higher. But he does not
demand a 65-cent an hour in-
crease, nor even half that
amount. Why not? .

According to the “profit-shar-
ing” scheme, the money the
workers might have coming as
their “share” of profits would
not simply be given to them in
a lump sum, but might be used
as a fund from which wage and
fringe improvements would come.
Does Reuther mean that a good
part of the ‘“basic economic de-
mands” will really be tied to
the end-of-year ‘profit-sharing”
scheme? The wording is, at
least, open to question.

AN INCENTIVE PLAN

The “profit-sharing” proposal
is, in itself, nothing more than
a glorified incentive plan basic-
ally little different from those
advanced by Big Business many
times in the past to counter
union demands. In analyzing
Reuther’s proposal in its Jan.
15 issue, that authoritative Big
Business newspaper, the New
York Times, has this to say
about “profit-sharing”: “Its
basic aim is to establish a sense
of partnership that will give the
workers more incentive for step-
ping up preductivity and helping
the company prosper.”

increas¢,” also not specified as
)

with national productivity since|

Knife UAW Demand

tiations in 1955, the Ford Mo-
tor Company proposed its own
“profit-sharing” plan. (The com-
pany letter containing this plan
was reprinted in the Jan. 4,
1958 1issue of Ford Facts, Lo-
cal 600’s newspaper.)

The plan would require a cor-
poration to ‘‘share” with the
workers one-fourth of its prof-
its in excuse of 10%. This is a
very handsome profit rate un-
der conditions where the em-
ploying class in general con-
siders a 6% return quite grati-
fying.

Furthermore, these payments
would come at the end of the
year, so that a worker would
never know what his wages ac-
tually were while he was work-
ing. Only GM and Ford have
consistently shown profit fig-
ures above 10%, so that work-
ers for other corporations can
expect little or no benefits even
on the face of this scheme.

Scientific economics has es-
tablished that ail profits really
represent unpaid wages, since
labor creates the total value of
the products. What counts then
in advancing bargaining demands
is whether labor shall claim an
ever greater share of what it
alone hag created. The 30-for-
40 proposal, demands for sub-
stantial wage increases, a roll-
back of the speed-up—these, if
won, would in one form or an-
other reduce the amount the em-

ingly increase the workers’
share. But Reuther’s “profit-
sharing” proposals are based en
first upholding the employers’
take, with “improvements” for
the workers then made depend-
ent on how successfully they

were exploited during the year.

BOOKS
AND PAMPHLETS

by JAMES P. CANNON
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Socialism in America

America’s Road to

Socialism 80pp $.35
Socialism on
Trial 111pp $.50

American Stalinism and

Anti-Stalinism $.15
The Struggle for a
Proletarian
Party 302 pp
Cloth $2.75
Paper $2.60
The History of American
Trotskyism 268pp
Cloth $2.75

Paper $2.00

The IWW — The Great
Anticipation _44pp $.25
Eugene V. Debs 40pp $.25
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116 University Place

ployers appropriate out of the|

During the last set of nego-

workers’ labor and correspond-|

Unions Map
Fight on Right-to-Work’

By Jack Wright
Socialist Candidate for Seattle City Council

Four hundred delegates representing AFL-‘CI‘O"‘an"a

over Washington State met,

Jan. 4, under the sponsorship of the United Labor Ad-

visory .Committee to map strats®

views and generally asserted
themselves. R

One of the motions made was
to exclude many of the indes
pendent unions and expelled
unions from participating in
the action against the initiative.
I spoke against this motion,
pointing out that we would
need the help of all labor to
defeat the “right- to- work”
measure. 1 was strongly sup-
ported by three or four other
delegates and someone offered a
substitute motion to include all
unions in ‘the fight. This mo-
tion passed 38 to 1.

A limited Lut fair beginning
was made in mapping strategy
and finances for the <coming
battle. The danger, of course,
is that the *union bureaucrats
will not conduct an independ-
ent, militant campaign against
the bill, but a subdued and
‘“respectable”  publicity cam-
paign in cooperation with the
Democratic Party, churches,
“liberal” Chamber of Commerce
spokesmen—in short, with ev-
erybody except the ranks of la-
box!

A representative of the State
Employment Security Depart-
ment reported on the shocking
extent of unemployment. As of
Dec. 28, 10% of the total
state-wide insured work force
was collecting or claiming "un-
employment compensation, and
it was estimated that this fig-
ure, would be approximately
one-fourth higher by February,
including both insured and' non-
insured unemployed.

A motion was made to send
the Legislative Committee
hezaded by E. M. Weston to
Olympia to see the Governor;
no date for such a visit was
contained in the motion but
pressure and insistence from
the floor forced a substitute
motion to send the committee
on the following Monday morn-
ing—only two days away.

The rank-and-file delegates at
this meeting revealed a militan-
cy and urgency of approach to
anti-labor legislation and un-
employment that is new. But
they still handicap themselves
by their support for the Demo-
cratic Party. When the working
people break with the twin par-
ties of Big Business and elect
their own candidates to office,
the employing class and mnot

the workers will be meeting to
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plan defensive action.
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