System in

The One-Party

(See Page 2)

the USSR

PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN THE INTERESTS OF

" THE WORKING PEOPLE

Vol. XXI - No. 31

2 267

- NEW YORK N. Y, MONDAY AUG 5, 1957

PRICE 10c¢-

S TIURE WAS A CLERN

StOp the

The World—Wlde demand to

bomb tests, raised by scientists of unim-
peachable authority. and -tens of. milhons,
of people, has run into one stall after an-
other. The fateful ‘issue threatens to be-
come buried in the quagmlre of dlplomacy

and doubletalk

there is, grave doubt about Washlngton S,
assurances that all is well, that a “clean”
“practically” been discovered.
that it will be “virtually” free of deadly
radioactive fallout, that it “appears”.there
is no risk involved  in continued tests.

. Are we to take the word of .the brass
hats on a question that involves the fate
of the human race? Or are we to heed
the advice of scientists of international
renown, like - Albert- Schweitzer,

bomb has

us in forthright terms that

the tests invites disaster not only for our
generation but for countless generatlons'

to come?

We socialists. have never belleved that -
disarmament was the solution to the con-
stant threat of war in our epoch. We have
said that the working class must destroy
capitalism, the social system ,that breeds
war. When the working class takes: politi-
then, and only then, will we

cal power,
be able- to establish a world
of the causes of war,

We don’t say that’ stopping nuelear bomb
tests is a panacea for war. If capitalism -
is allowed to continue, it will: inevitably
plunge the ‘worlad. mto an atomlc holocaust

uclear Tests |

An Edltorlal

‘But ‘the mass demands to stop nuclear,
tests, and the sober  warning of devotéd
: sc1ent1sts are an entlrely dlfferenlzv hing
than - the eymcal maneuvermgs ;
' ‘mongers ‘who 'screen their war

stop riuclear

prepara- |

. ment_conference table.

ol : demand to fstop the teslts‘
poses the questlon who should make the"
~decision? We answer: Let the people|

‘ themselves decide. by l*eferendum vole!

. l,'he government claims that scientists
u:_e ‘divided on how dangerous the tests
are. If.all- the facts were put before the|

-people, .if all the testimony were debated,
the good judgment of the American peo-
ple, expressed through a-democratic vote,
would "be infinitely more trustworthy
than the opinion of professional militar-
ists or Republican and Democrdtlc politi-
cians.

* 7~ Most 1mportant of all: if the issue is
vtaken to the people and decided by the
people, it. would establish a basic prihci-
-ple.-that would ‘indeed lead to the abol;—
‘tion of war, .

1t “would estabhsh the prineiple of tak,v

who tell.
to - continue -

ing the power to decide such life-and-|
death questions out of the hands of the

“and placing this power .in the hands of
the people. who have no interest-in mak-|
. ing .war, who do not want to exploit:any-
one, conquer. anyone, rule over anyofie -

5001ety free

War’ details- were given:

‘the eamouflag'e of a' dlsa@x:ma—,‘

capitalist class and its political servitaors|
Jaring ‘ L mala - would seem.very difficult:

~and - who genuinely want a Wt)l"ld of|

| zales”

| morning and -
[creed a “state of siege” putting

- suspected

Out o

dictator-president

The vice president,

Lopez, ‘a wealthy real

vpfovisionyal president the next
immediately - de-

the entire country under control

{ of the Army.. This ‘makes Col.

Francisco Ouva, Minister of De-
- fense, the real ruler of the coun-
try, at least until martial law is
lifted.

A goverament statement is-

1 sued a few hours after the sl.y-

ing claimed- that the guard, o-

| meo Sanchez Vazquez, whno was

in his early twenties, committed

as the latter entered the palace
dihing room. It ulso claimed that
documents in hus pelsonal  el-
feets “proved’ that tie agsassin
was a "“Communist,” aitaiough no

- Later--it wppeared that these
documents -éonsigted -of g hand-

| written. diary and  some c¢orre-

spondeﬂce with-a_statd -member;
of Radio Moscow’s.Latin Amer-
ican bureau. In-the “diary” tae
guard reportedly descriced him-{ —
self as a ‘‘splvicualist,” rererred
to the Soviet system  as “tirst
class socialism,” and also as ''a
parody of true communism.”

NOT ALONE

‘iFinally, it appeared. that the
lone “tanatic” or *'plant” was noc
alone but had accomplices 1n tie
palace . guard. The government
announced July 29 the arrest of
t least eight guaras, inciuaing
a major and a lieutenanc, Ior
complicity in the assassination.

- Amazing as these alleged intu-

trations appear, they become,
even more incredibte witn tne
govelnment 1eve1duon that tae
assassin had twice been screened
from government jobs ws a
“Communist.,”” - How
such a person could tind employ
in the top secwity toice or a'
police-ridaen - state - like. Guate-,

to .explain.
Acuuaily, the assassination fol-
lowed a pattern . typical of gov-

By Fred Halstead CY
July 30—Colonel Carlos Cas-| g
| tille Armas, k '
| of Guatemala was shot to death
| July 26 by one of his own guards.

Who Really Orgamzed
Assassmatmn of Armas

Senate utsthe Heart
ivil- nghts Bill

Liberal Democrats Run
| Interference for Racists
Against Vote Protection

By George Lavan » ‘
AUG. 2 — By a vote of 51 - 42 late last night the Sen-,

Luis Gon-

estate dealer, was sworn in as|

ate cut the heart out of the already feeble civil-rights -
bill. This was done by passage of a jury-trial amendment
to what had been the right-to-®

suiciae with -his own ritle witer
having 'used it on Castillo- Armas |

i ,shortly after he englneered the,

U8,

State Department

1; of Jus guards in Guatemz.la, shown abowe thh a- confederate Y

overthrow of the leg‘ally elected. K

- aver

_Tlte y Petition

AUG. 1 < The United

'!’

dom! Freedom !
gathered in a park in front' of
‘Santiago’s’ city hall .to protest
U.S. support to dictator Fulgen-
cio Batista, as Ambzssador Smlth
received - the keys to- the “city.

- When -police tried -to break- up
the -demonstration - the women
shouted “assassins!’? Troops were
summoned and -a {ire truck be-

gan hosing -the. women with pow-
erful. streams. of - water.. Thou-
sands of . people watching ap-
plauded the women as most of
them knelt in the street and re-
mained firm. against the hosing.
When. Smith. left the building,
the women rushed toward ' him

ernment - palace coups that 1re-
quently change one ruling. clique-

- brotherhood and peace..

(Continued ‘on page 4)

to sulnmt their petitions but
_were kept back. by the soldiers

U.S. Official

States Ambassador to Cuba

was protected- by police, soldiers and fire hoses yesterday
from 200 women dressed in black ‘and shouting “F1ee-

The women ®

ds he escaped in kis automoblle

Santiago.-de Cuba, capital ot
- Oriente province, is' the ‘center

.of resistance to Batista, and has
' been the scene- of “several -masy

demonstrations . by -women.-pp
testing the murder of
workers and students who- ‘eriti-

cized the Batista reglme In the.

mountains ' of Oriente provmoe,
zuerrilla Warfrale was' heing
waged against the dlctatOlShlp

In Havana, also on July. 31
police broke up .a demonstr tmi
of 100 lawyers with the. use
clubs and .gunfire. The la\
gathered in the Vedado res :
tial section at noon to pletest

"the torture of political prisoners

by Colonel Ugalde Carillo, " chief
of the Isle of Pines. Pllson Abom

vote secion of the bill. Trial by
jury in the Deep South assures
acquittal to any white official

| ox White Citizens Council mem-
| ber

.preventing Negroes from
voting. Of the 51 senators who
plunged their knives into the
bill’s -already bleeding body 39
were Democrats and 12 Repub-
licans. Of the 48 Democrats in
the Senate only pine voted in

defense - of Negroes’ voting
-rights!
The . open - betrayal of eivil

| rights by the majoiity  of lib-

eral Democrats was paralleled

| by the action of the top bureau-

cerats of 12 wmailway unions, who

1 sent .telegrams calling for pas-
- sage of the amendment.

. &or several days the Dixie-

§ crats stalled off Republican lead-
‘'er. -Knowland’s - requests .for =
| vote because they had not as yet

lined up & majojrity. The swing-
of “liberal

worked. out. What a group of

1 liberal Democrats needed wsas a

fuban Wamen A ttaclred As'l;’

tig leaf to cover the nakedness

‘01 such- a  sell-out.

The fig leaf was provided by

mocrat Jaek-
[ son of Wasﬁimgton to their side
‘| signalized that a deal had been

ia- clause that federal juries in
the South could no longer be lily-
white. But this tiny concession
weighs little in the scales
against the destruction of the
voting-rights section. Southern
officials can rig jury panels so
that out of 100 talesmen one or
two are Negro. These caa be
prevented from ever actually sit-
ting on a jury by peremptory
chatlenges. 1f for show a Ne-
gro- were permitted to enter
a hitherto lily-white jury box,
he would have -to be reckless-
ly brave to hold out for a con-
viction against the white jurors.
For economic ruin or physical
violence would most likeiy be the
consequence. Moreover, all that
he could accompiish would be to
deadlock the jury so that the
case would either be dropped or
a new jury would acquit.

What remains ‘of the - civil-
rights bill will now have smooth
sailing through ‘the . ‘Semate:
There will be no filibuster."What
use would it serve? The Dixie-
crats and their Norttern allies
have just won a resoundaing vic-
tory for Jim Crow.

~ AUG. 1 — Sent to Congress with but a few soft teeth .
in its head, the administration’s civil-rights bill is noew
faced with the danger of havmg its very last tooth yanked

out, @

“The lonely tooth left in the
bill is Section IV which author-
izes the U.S. attorney general
to apply for injunctions against
those preventing Negroes from
registering and voting. Viola-
tions would be punished by the
lssumg judge.

Jury trials in the Deep South

of officials guilty of preventing

Negroes from voting would
mean automatic acquittals. Pre-
cisely because this is so South-’
ern senators are demanding pas-
sage of a jury-trial amendment.
This amendment was introduced
by three liberal Democrats—
O’Mahoney (Wyo.), Church (Ida-*
ho) and Kefauver (Tenn.). Thus
(Continued on page 3)

Racists Assault Negro

‘Plcmckers in Chlcago

By John Travns
CHICAGO, July 30 — A wave of racist terror that

 First Trots

A number of - Ceylonese Tr/ot,-
skyists, leaders of  the. Lanka
Samasamaja Party, have recent-
ly made official visits to the So-
viet Union as part of a parlia-
mentary delegation from Ceylon.
Additional visits weré made to
China and Czechoslovakia.

This is the finst known case of
Trotskyists - visiting the USSR
with the consent of the Soviet
government since “the consolida-
tion of Stalin’s power sonie 30
years ago. . i

The Lanka’ Samasam aja Party
(LSSP) is the. largest working-
class panty in Ceylon. It is also
the oldest political party in- the
country, having-been -founded in
1932 as a section of the revolu-
tionary ° socialist -
movement. It was the only party
in Ceylon to fight for national
independence during World War
I1. The LSSP .played the leoding
role in the August 1953 hartal
(general strike). for higher Hv-
ing standards.. The party has

. elected numerous 1epresentat1ves

to city and village councils as
‘well as_ to. the . Ceylon .parlia-
ment.

While those Trotskyists who
visited the Soviet Union did so
as members of the br oader pat-
Hament vy (clonatlon from Cey-
lon, thosge v'siting China did. so
as a delegation from the LSISP
itself upon invitation o:f the Chi-

viet. Republic

internatiohal

nese government. The parliamen-
tary - delegation "included ' LSSP
leaiders Colvin R. de Silva, zu-
thor of the report which appears

on this page, Edmund Samarak-]
kody and Hector Fernando. The

party delegation to--China in-
cluded N. M. Perera, Bernard
Soysa, H. D. Alexander and D.
G.” William. Robert Gunawarde-

na participated in both™ delega-

tions and also visited Czechos‘lo-
vakla

. The delegution t'o‘ tlle U.S!SlR
arrived. by plane. in Tashkent,
‘capital of the central. Asian So-
of Usbek, last
April' 21, spending three .days
there. They visited the Usbek
Academy~ of Sciences, a collec-
tive farm and one of the world’s
Tlargest textile. faetories. At -
‘celebration :in Tashkent of Le-
nin’s birthday, Colvin R. de Silva
made a speech on the life of
:Lepin, which was translated into
‘Russian. It was well-received by,
‘the Russian and Usbek repre-
sentatlves present

From T.shkent the delegatlon
flew by -jet to- Moscow -where
they discussed with Soviet par-
liamentary officials. Colvin R. de
Silva -appcared .on -a . television
program there and the LSSP gec-
tion of ‘the delegation placed a
red ‘wreath on Lenin’s  tomb
‘which- veads “To .the memory -of

V. L Lenm who has dl\vays beem
an inspiration to us in the stt‘ug»
gle to overthrow imperialist’ po\\-,
er and capitalist 1ule ‘and for
the estoblishment of 4 Workers

‘and Peasant’s government in Cey-

lon.”

" ,}'lsts Get l:'ntr*[,,to UsSs|

|

7 4

After two days in Mosco“ “the
deleratlon separated, one
tion tlavelmg North to visit,Lat-
via and Byelo-Russia and the
other going South to Azerbaijan.

The party.delegation to China
arrived in Peking in the middle!

sec-! Chinese . premier,

China, E.

of ny T‘hey discussed’ with
Chou En-Lai,
mainly on -the proxblems of con-’
struction and cooperative f(um{
ing in_ China.

They spent one . whole day dis-
cussing wlth .Mao Tse-Tung.

Furope

After elght days ‘they’ Teft Pek~
ing to tour .other parts.of (hma
Two years.ago, N. M. Perera had
visited - Czechoslovakia' as an: of-
ficial guest of the gmeinment
there. =

! times;

What | Saw on My Visit to the Soviet Union

By ‘Colvin R. de Silva

1 see that both the eapitalist

press and the Stalinists are wor-
ried about our visit to the USSR:
I can .understand their worry.

After all, the Soviet authori-
ties knew well that I am 4 Trots-
"kiyistl Nevertheless, sthey. put
me on the Moscow radio. three
twice in bmadcasts to
South East Asia and once' to
give 'a message of ‘greetings to
the Soviet people themselves.: On
this ldst occasion they alse ihade
me appear on their television
beam whick is said to reach over
five million people.

Both the capltahst press’ and
‘the Stalinists realize thiat’ these
oceurrences scotch the principal
line of their propaganda, name-
ly; that even if the LSSP [Ty ot-
skyist Party of ‘Ceylon]: ‘¢omes
to power it will not be ablé to
‘establish good relations with the
countxies of the Soviet blog, With

| Chou En-lai’s invitstion to the
- USSP to send. a party delegation

to .China this talk of the impos-
sibility of a Trotskyist. party. or
government establishing good re-
lations. with Commu=aist Party-
ruled countries was seen -to be
untrue in the case of China. Now
aftér our visit this propaganda
is scen to be false. also.in the
case of the USSR,

I should add.that Commdo N.
M. Perera was an official guest
of the Czechoslovakian Govern-
ment a couple of years ago.. The
press and the Stalinists hid this
‘fact because this would “have
“|'shown that the LSSP could es-
tablish good. relations also with
the East European countries.

VIEWS CONFIRMED

The Stalinists too scem to
think that my visit -to the So-
viet Union was bound to make
me abandon my Trotskyist views.
These peopbe must indeed be sil-

lv 1f they sehously oxpected me) viet Government when. T appea.red.

just' on television. I had been -asked
when - literally thousands .and) to give a message of greetings
thousands of members of the to the Soviet people on-th:t oc-
British -Communist Party who' casion and I did so. How in the
have left it as the result of the' name of good sense an onslaught
events in Hungary are rtulmng‘ on Stalinism could be fitted into
to Trotskyism as the

to - ~abandon . Trotskyism-

programme and idcology for 1ev-‘ Soviet people beats me. Besides,
olutionaries. I have to inform our| do these absurd people really
blinkered "local  Stalinist ~gentle- lthmk that “the Soviet Govern-
men that the l‘a(ts I found in' ment would give me their. radio
the Soviet Union confirm with-|.to attack the Governmient, ~wihen
out exception the analysis of So-|'no Soviet citizen even is given
viet reality made by Trotsky' a legal opportunity to. _gppose
and developed ‘thereafter by the: the Cominunist’ Party or the $o-
world Trotskyist movement,

The capitalist press has taken'
a subtler line than' the Stalinists.]
That master of political silliness
who is known as the political cor-
respondent of the Daily News
‘has ‘suggested that I -committed
some ‘crilhe or. other which "is
not clear to me by failing to|

seem to understand the meamng
and eonditions of a single palty
dictatorship which closely ¢on-
trels everything in the Soviet
Union with a view to pleV(} ating
opposition.

The single party dlcta(orshlp
, continues m the Soviet Union

‘make -an -onslaught -on- the -So—'

t

. (Continued on -page-2)  +

has’ gripped Chicago was climaxed last Sunday when 100

| guests and members of the Bodines Social Club were
% Q stoned, shoved and  attacked by®

a mob of racists estimated at| stoned resulting in injuries to

correct’ a "message of g1eet1nt>s to the

viet Government? They do not]

150, armed with bottles and iron
rods. “Vietims of the attack were
outraged by the refusal of po-
lice to use force against the
mobsters. . . in almost every in-
stance the victims complained
that the police failed to either
protect them or make an effort
to arrest “the héodlums,” réports
the July 29 Chicago Daily De-

- | fender.

The N egro picnickers at-

.| tempted to conduct women and

children to their cars before meet’
ing their attackers. About thirty
persons: were injured, and -about
twenty-five - automobiles dam-
aged at this picnic grove in Ca-
lumet Park on the South East
Side of Chicago.
Sunday a similar vicious attack
occurred against a group of 75
parents and children, but city
and park officials managed to
keep it out. of the news.

Calumet Park is near the
Trumbull Park housing project
whele Negroes have been beaten
up and their houses bombed
since 1953. As news of the at-
tack . at. Calumet - Park spread,
the Trumbull Park racists storm-
ed apartments of Negro tenants,
destroyed their furniture and
set fire to one home. Detectives

arrived at the sceme but no ar-
rests were made. ;
‘The violence begun at Calumet
Park continued into the evening.
Negro drivers on the highway
leading out of the city were

The previous|

many riders.

In  the past two weeks Chi-
cago’s Negro press has reported
numerous beatings of Negroes
by gangs of hoodlums and vigil-
antes who warned Negroes to
stay out of “‘white neighbor-
hoods.” The racists were em-
boldened by a white-jury verdict
that freed two white 'youths
charged with the shotgun slay-
ing of a Negro youth, Curtis
Bivens, who was killed last April
drd while he stood on a corner
with a friend.

A vietim of the .July 28 riet,
Isaac. M. Hunter who was con-
fined to Provident'Hospital, told
this story to the Chicago De-
fender: “I spent eight terrifying
hours running and hiding from a
bloedthirsty, race-hating mob

"bent on inurder. Only God knows

how I am alive today. I certain-

1y don’t. In my hour of greatest
need,

all two white policemen
would do for me was sneer and
say, ‘You better get out of here
and run for your life. The folks
out here are killing all niggers
like you. Run!”

Chicago racists are stepping
up -the_ir campaign of terror
against Chicago’s Negro peopie
in an attempt to destroy grow-
ing ‘Negro-White unity in the
struggle for civil rights. Chi-
cago’s defenders of equal rights
must organize to isolate these
racist terrorists.

)
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THE -MILITANT

Monday, August 5, 1957

By Nell Mc Grew

An important political and cultural event took place

in Sesttle in June when W. C. Cumming, a well-known

Northwest artist, presented

Today’s World” at a meeting®

and” social spomsored by the
Northwest Bureau of the Daily
People’s World.

Cumming, long persecuted in
. “respectable” art circles because
of his out-spoken Communist
ideas, gave a brilliant and pro-
vocative talk before a highly at-
tentive audience. He began by
calling 1956 the Year of Lost
INusions, caused by the Khrush-
chev revelations, the repressions
in"-Poznan and Budapest, anti-
Semitism in the USSR and the
suicide of Fadayev,

The speaker reported that
when Picdsso, Sartre, Joliot-
Curie and others protested
against Russien tanks in' Buda-

pest, they were called “disillu-
sioned intellectuals,” and he, for
one, proposed to “rehabilitate

disillusionment,” for this meant
being freed from illusion. He
spoke of the pain the year had
brought: “To the suddenly re-
ledsed dreamer, nothing i§ so un-
real ‘as the wornld of reality.
But I choose to speak for those
to whom disillusionment meant
liberation.” ]
- After’ a' scathing denunciation
of the rank commercial stand-
ards’ imposed on artists by the

“free enterprise” system, which;

forces them to conform or starve,
Cumming exposed the arbitrary
and vulgar slogans imposed on
‘artists by the Stalinist bureau-
cracy. Such “idiot’s refrains” as
Art is a Weapon, Socialist Real-
ism, National in Form and So-
cialist in Content, etc., he con-
demned for having thwarted a
generation of creative artists in
the Soviet Union and wherever
artists followed Stalin’s theories.

“Such schematism,” he said in
reference to these slogans, “is
similar to the jabberwocky of
Madison Avenue in its pathetic
assumption that infinite repeti-
tion breeds consummation. . . If
art is indeed only a weapon in
the narrow sense, then someone
has the right and will use thot
right, to set up as ordinance-
master. And behind that ordi-
nance-master will stand another
Bonaparte -and another Thermi-
dor. Over Shostakovich stood
Zhdanov and behind Zhdanov
stood Stalin and the Moscow
Trials.”

Cumming cited artist after art-
ist shot, forced to “confess ar-
tistic sins,” driven to suicide or
to death in concentration camps
under Stalin’s voke. The poems
of Blok and Mayakovsky, the
paintings of Deineka, the stories
of Babel, the films of Pudovkin
and Eisenstein, Shostzkovich’s
First Symphony, Stanislavsky
and Mayerhold, the satire of Ilk
and Petrov, Katayvev and Zo-
shchenko—the great human tide
of creative work released by the
emancipating 1917 Revolution—
met a terrible fate.

“Since 1934, a straightjacket
‘of conformism has been fastened
on the artist in the Soviet Union.”
Cumming said. “It was precisely
at the point when the Stalinist
dictatorship succeeded in silenc-
ing all political dissent and op-
position that the Soviet culture
- faltered.” Instead of socialism,
Stalinist degeneration took
place; and instead of a flourish-
ing art, a fantastic nationalist
development occurred called So-
cialist Realism which glorified
reactionaries and anti-Semites
like Alexander Nevsky and
Peter the Great.

“What are we to say of a so-
-clalist realism which covers up
mountains of corpses with pic-

a lecture on “The Artist in

tures of a benevolent Big Broth-
er;
starvation with movies about
Michurin; which covers repres-
sive labor legislation with odes
to Stakhanovism?”

In a vivid description of what
art is, ‘Cumming quoted selec-
tively. “What is wmrt? Let me
quote. ‘Generally speaking, art
is an expression of man’s need
for an harmonious and complete
life. . . That is why a protest
against reality always forms
part of a really creative piece
of work.” This true definition is
quoted from what was lonig a
sealed book for me—part of that
Index Expurgatorias of which
certain people today fear to
speak, since its  existence dent-
onstrates that Jesuitry is not at
all confined to Rome. This sim-
ple definition was written in his
Mexican exile; shortly before his
life was endéd by the assassin’s
ax — Leon Trotsky.” .

Cumming added that this nec-
essary rebelliousness of the art-
ist “cannot be circumscribed by
the demands of the political mo-
ment, by the voice of dogmatism
demanding that art be shaped by

‘the needs of the line and that

the targets of the artist's wrath
be chosen after- consulting the
editorial page, the Secretariat
and the Short History.”

The speaker- paid tribute to
Trotsky’s great understanding of
the artist’s desperate inner need
for creative freedom and ex-
tensively analyzed Trotsky's
theory of art as opposed to Sta-
lin’s, He scored Mao Tse-tung’s
orders’ to' Chinese grtists and
writers as the action of a “ri-
diculous interloper.” “What can
be ‘the attitude of the revolution-
ary party towards creative art?”
he asked. “Trotsky gave the an-
swer: HANDS OFF!”

The tragedy of the artist today

was graphically depicted: under
capitalism only the wealthy can
afford him; under Stalinism he
bécomes a machine hack. But
Cumming made verv clear that
he doesn’t yeject Marxism., ‘I
seek only to restore its signifi-
cance ‘to the artist. . . It was

never the intent of the writers]

of the Manifesto, of State and
Revolution, of Lessons of Otc-
tober that our doctrine shouid
become a Procrustes’ bed in
which to mold a pretetermined
shape and size all art, science,
philosophy and people.”

Of wspecial interest was Cum-
ming’s advise to artists. He
quoted Camus, who “measures
the greatness of an artist by the
balance he manages to maintain
between the values of creation
and the values of humanity.” The
speaker eloquently reminded his
colleagues of Trotsky’s words:
“Art will rot away unless so-
ciety rebuilds itself. The fune-
tion of art in our epoch is de-
termined by its relation to the
revolution.” Added the speaker:
“Think then of this, you who
love art—only the people can
save the art you claim to love...
Artist, if you are alone, look to
yourself. Mankind is not unwill-
ing to stop long enough to listen
to the sound of its own heart.
What sounds in YOUR work?
The authentic pulse of men and
women, or merely the querulous
snuffling of your own fears?”

Cumming’s talk stimulated
animated discussion afterwards,
proving his contention that the
20th Congress had liberated
thinking not only on politics, but
on the role and function of art
as well

Have a Grand Vacation
at the

West Coast Vacation Sc-hbol

(Only 30 miles from Los Angeles)
AUG. 31 THROUGH SEPT. 8

] e SR, §

Fun and Frolic — Delicious Food
Swimming in a lovely pool, sun bathing, hiking, campfires,

barbetues, group singing, dancing and relaxation

Educational Program

Speakers:

‘James P. Cannon — National Chairman of the Socialist

Workers Party

Holland Roberts — Former Dlrector of the Callforma La-
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Joseph Hansen — Editor of International Socialist Review
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By Murry Weiss'
John Gates,
article, “The DW’s Attitiide on
the Recent Soviet Changes,”

‘deals with. the question of the
one-party system in the Soviet

Union. Gates presents the view'

that there is “no material base”
for a multi-party system in the
USSR; that the Soviet Union
has gone beyond bourgeois de-

mocracy and is now faced with|

the expansion of socialist de-
mocracy. Socialist democracy
has no need for more than one
party, according to this view, be-
cause it is based on a society in
which' the class struggle has
been eliminated and there are no
social anfagonism among the
people that cannot be harmoni-
ously expressed through a sim-
ple party.

'Gates is merely. repeating, in
a stunned and dogged manner,
the official litany of the Soviet
bureaucracy which, moreover,
becomes. increasingly. incongru-|
ous as the facts of life in thej.
Soviet Union become known to
wider and wider circles of Com-
munist workers.

AFTER 20TH CONGRESS

- How can Gates talk of the
lack of a “material base” for
rival parties in the Soviet Union
after the Khrushehev report to
the 20th Congress of the CRSU?
Is he joking? There is obvious-
ly no party and no independent
working class political tendency
that has escaped material de-
struction by the Kremlin rulers.

The Communist Party of . the
Soviet Union was long ago taken
over and ftransformed into the
political creature of the bureau-
cracy. All opposition to the bu-
reaucracy has been crushed with
brutal force; every strata of the
Soviet people and every area of
the Soviet Union have felt the
lash of bureaucratic tyranny;
whole populations of national
minorities have been exiled; the
best representatives of- JlEWlSh
culture’ were wiped out; artists
were put in straitjackets; and a
reign of terror and mass mur-
der descended upon the working
class and Communist youth
through the institution of the
secret  political’ police directed
by the all-powerful dictator Sta-
lin.

It is therefore a monstrous
fraud to speak about “socialist
democracy” as a more or less ef-
ficient and functioning reality in
the Soviet Union. It is true that

bureaucratic terror has been re-|

laxed under pressure of rising
mass discontent and profound
changes in the world situation,
including the Soviet orbit. But
the relaxation of bureaucratic
terror is not the same thing as

editor-in-chief of|:
the Daily Worker, in’ his July 24|

JOHN GATES

the . functioning” of socialist. de-
moeracy.

Take, for example,” the hard
fact that Trotskyism in the So-

viet Union is' still a forbidden

subject: Trotskyists remain in
‘jail;- the- Moscew-trials- frame-up
against the Trotskyists has never
been officially renounced; the
works of the Left Opposition re-
main suppressed; the falsifica-
tion of history, expunging the
role of Trotsky, continues. In
other words, the violent sup-
pression of ideas, tendencies and
all the processes of workers de-
mocracy remains the prevailing
mode of political life in the So-
viet Union. What does this sig-
nify?

The violent suppression of
ideas and their carriers is for
Marxists 2 symptom of a society
gripped ‘by deep contradictions
(of the antagonistic variety, if
you please). Violence is not an
innate quality of the human spe-
ciey arising from a moral flaw
in the structure of man. Violence
is the product of the clash of
material interests of social
classes and groups vying for
their portion of the social prod-
uct. The class struggle in all its
forms has been organically tied
up with violence—with the state
as the most finished expression
of that violence as exerted by
the ruling class against ‘the op-
pveqsed classes,

,-That’s why the idea of a so-
c1a115t society that does not wit-
ress the “withering away of the
state,” that is, the elimination
of violence @ws an everyday so-
cial phenomenon, was always re-
garded by Marxists as a -com-
plete contradiction in terms,

THE BOLSHEVIK VIEW

‘When the proletariat con-
quered power in Russia and es-
talblished a Soviet covernment,
thiy was regarded by the Bolshe-
viks in a twofold way:

First, insofar as the proletar-
iat needed a’state, that is, an or-
ganized form of violence of the
new ruling class and its allies
against the dispossessed classes
of landlords and capitalists and
the imperialist invaders, this.
state represented an inherited
burden from the reactionary
past. In that sense its mainte-
nance would be a measure of the
distance separating direct work-
ers rule from socialism.

Second, the new type of state,
organized on the basis of Soviets
(workers councils), was re-
garded by the Bolsheviks as a
higher and historically superior
form of democracy, the first de-
mocracy of the producing toilers
of society. It was so-regarded
precisely because the Soviet sys-
tem was in its very nature a

state that aimed at its own liqui-|

dation,’ that is, the abolition of
the , class struggle and thereby
of relations of violence among
men, ' )

I should aad that mot a single
Bolshevik, including Stalin up to
1924, ever pronounced the ab-
surdity that within the confines
of the [Soviet Union itself, in a
backward country, surrounded
by a hostile capitalist world, a
socialist society, that is, a class-
less society which witnesses the
“withering away. of the state,”
could be attained. It was the uni-
versally accepted program of
Bolshevism to build and strength-
en the Soviet Umion as a ‘“be-
sieged = fortress” which would
achieve a socialist society in con-
cert with the working class of
the advamnced capitalist countries
through the international social-
ist revolution.

DANGEROUS MEASURE
The rule of the Soviet system
was conceived and organized by
Lenin and Trotsky as the demo-
cratic rule of the working class.
This, of course, meant the right
of parties to function within the
Soviet system with different pro-
grams and organizations. Only
with the civil war (1918-21) did
the one-party system come into
being . as a' temporary measure
imposed by the harsh reality
faced by the country. The
Soviet Union was impoverished,

wounded and hungry, invaded -on

every front by the armies. of im-
perialism and the White Guards.
The monopoly of power by one
party was considered a danger-
ous temporary measure, to be
immediately discarded as soon
as the young workers state
gained a breathing spell,

It was only with the rise of
the bureaucracy, headed by the
Stalin faction in the party, that
the eivil war measures were
seized~upon and turned into per-
manent institutions — and this

was passed off as Bolshevik
principles!

Under Stalinism it became
rigid dogma, not only to prohibit
rival parties within the Soviets,
but to prohibit factions within
the party. And all this' was mere-
ly the juridical expression of
the fact’ that every organ oft
workers democracy—the Soviets,
trade unions, youth organiza-
tiohs and the party itself—had
been systematically strangled
and. destroyed as democratic or-
ganizations. The workers state
ruled Russia, but the bureaucra-
ey ruled the state, depriving the
workers of any expression of
democratic life whatever.

Under. these conditions the his-
toric alternative was '
either .the working class would
regain political control over the
state and reestablish workers
democracy, or the bureaucracy
would pave the way for a re-
storation of capitalism.

REVIVAL OF REVOLUTION

History is now providing the
answer: alongside the growth of
productive forces in the Soviet
Union and the .concomitant
growth of an industrial work-
ing class, we
intimations of a tremendous re-
vival of the working class move-
ment. The international crisis of
capl‘oahsm and the revolutionary
tide in the colonial countries has
added enormous power to this
trend. The working class of the
Soviet ‘Union- and the Eastern
European countries are showing
the historic road that will be
taken—the - removal of the in-
tolerable fetter of the bureau-
cratic caste through a working
class political revolution.

The irreconcilable antagonism
between the Soviet working class
and the Soviet bureaucracy is at
bottom a manifestation of the
class struggle. Not because the
bureaucracy is a “class” in the
Soviet Union any more than thé
t,r'ad,re union ‘bureaucracy is a
“glass” in the United States.
But because the socialist strug-
gle e«verytwhere requires above
all the’ development of the full-
est, freest and most democratic
expression of the self-emancipat-
ihg revolutionary activity of the
workmg' dlass. ,

or' this' reason the workmg
c]ass of -the Soviet Union will
feel compelled to rebuild its au-
thentic revolutionary party as
against the party of the bureau-
cracy. This is exactly what the
Kremlin bureauncrats fear and
will oppose with all their might.
And . this is the prospect they
are trying to halt by every
means—including the falsifica-
tion of the tradltlon of Bolshe-
vism,

[second of a series of two.]

... Whatl Sawin

(Continued frdm page 1)

and is openly upheld by the So-
viet rulers as a correct system.
They are mnot double tongued
about it like our local Stalinists
are. The Soviet constitution it-
self gives to the Communist Par-
ty this dictatorial position, and
so long as the Stalinists are in

power they will not allow any

other party to function legally
in the Soviet Union,

However, within the frame-
work of the Stalinist dictator-
ship the 'Soviet rulers have dis-
tinctly relaxed the terror con-
ditions which they themselves
now admit prevailed in the long
and murderous years of Stalin’s
rule. There is even a propaganda:
effort to create the impression
that democracy prevails in the
Soviet Union. There is great
stress laid on the claim that the
members of the Soviet are
elected. This is of course absurd;
when mo opposition parties are
allowed and when all that a So-
viet citizen can do is to vote for
or against the candidate put up
by the Government Party.

OPPOSITION PROHIBITED
They also stress that -criti-
cism of the government is per-
mitted and even encouraged in
the USSR, It is true' that criti-

cism is mow encouraged; but
what is allowed is only criticism
and not opposition. That is to
say, the only criticism is any
kind of criticism: which does not
challenge governmental policy
but only helps to improve the ef-
ficiency with which the Govern-
ment’s policy is ecarried out or
prepared.

Another aspect of the Trot-
skyist analysis which I found
confirmed is the prevalence of
gross Inequality in wages: and
incomes among the Soviet work-
ers and collective farmers. In the
first place, probably fully one
fifth of the iSoviet workers re-
ceive only 350 rubles per month
as wages. Ag apainst this there
are higher paid workers who
earn as much as 3,000-3,500
rubles a month, that, is ten times
as much as the lower paid work-
ers. Secondly, a factory man-
ager receives as much as 12,000-
15,000 rubles a month and even
more. He therefore receives forty
times the amount of the lowest
paid worker.

There are scientists, writers
and administrators who have

‘even  larger incomes than the

manager so that the inequality
is even greater than one to forty.
This kind' of inequality’ which
credtes a’gulf' between rich and

v
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the Soviet Union

poor has nothing to do with so-
cialism. Indeed you do not get
such wage and salary inequality
even in capitalist England today.

Another aspect of the Trotsky-
ist analysis which flows from
the above facts is that the eco-
nomically privileged - strata of
the populatlon are pressing upon

the government to make conces-

sions to them. I found evidence
of this. Today wvou can buy a
car in the Soviet Union and also
a house. Further the owner of a
house can rent it and sue for
rent and ejectment in the courts.
Soviet lawyers told me thot such
cases were frequent. A car by
the way costs ten thousend
rubles, twenty thousand rubles
and forty thousand rubles and
they are being bought at these
prices. There are also other
things like refrigerators which
are obviously bought only by
the rich.
ECONOMIC PROGRESS

At the same time the Trotsky-
ist thesis that the nationalized
property system which sepsrates
the USSR from the capitalist
countries has enabled tremen-
dous economic development also
stands verified by the facts I
found, The central government
alone manages 200,000 factories
and 100,000 ‘construction sites in
the USSR. There are similar sets

'| of enterprises managed by the

different republics which
stitute

con-
the Soviet federation.

Further, production is on such a; 2

scale that the general mass of
people are reasonably fed and
reasonably clad, Besides there is
a system of free education right
up to the University which could
be the envy of the richest cap-

italist countries. The four hun-|

dred thousand University stu-
dents in the USSR are nearly
all holders of scholarships.

_This points to another conclu-
sion which we Trotskyists - have
drawn about the Soviet Union,

| namely that the masses are
| pressing upon the ruling bureau-

cracy for concessions, Stalin

.| abolished free® education’ espe:|;

cially at the higher stages. The
present rulers have been com-
pelled to restore free education
completely. Stalin had kept wide
sections of the workers at very
low levels of wages. The pres-
ent rulers have been compelled
to give wage increases to the
lowest paid workers. The peo-
ple were beginning to rebel
against the Stalinist terror sys-
tem. The present rulers have
been forced to push the secret
police into the background. And
S0 on.

Thus' the Trotskyist' thesis of
the existence of a clash of in-
terest between the ruling bu-
reaucracy and the toiler mass,
also stands walidated. To ad-
vance to socialism it will be nec-
essary to carry out certain deep-
going changes in the Soviet
Union. But there is no constitu-
tional road available for affect-
ing such changes. The bureau-
cracy has legally installed itself’
in permanent power. The-masses
are therefore compelled to those
direct methods of action to over-
throw the buteaucracy which” in
their totality will constitute &
political revolution:

Need T add that recent events
in Hungary have proved beyond

doubt that this political revolu-|

tion is a veritable reality and
not, as both our Stalinist critics
and our capitalist critics think,
a mere figment of a w1shful
imagination?

L] 0

1 Natalia Trotsky
Wires She Is Safe

The many friends of Nat-
alia Trotsky were very con-
cerned about her safety when:
news came of the earthquake
in Mexico, especially as some
newspapers had alarming re-
ports about the damage to her
house. In response to a tele-
gram, we received the follow-
ing response: “Garden wall on
street fell. No other damage.
Thanks. Greetings. Natalia.”

1
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ort on Trotskyism |

By Jose Valdes

(Special to the Militant)

SANTIAGO, Chile, July

16 — Latin American Trot-

skyists, affiliated to the International Committee of the

In Argentina, the Trotskyists
came in second in the last elec-
tions held in the Metallurgical
Workers Union which has more
than 250,000 workers. The Peron-
ists still hold the lead. The Trot-
skyists won far more votes than
either the Stalinist or social-
democratic groups in this 1arge
and fighting section of the in-
dustrial Woﬂkmg class,

-The paper of the Argentine
Trotskyists, Unidad Obrera
(Workers Unity), is under heavy
attack by the catholic-oligarchy
of the capitalist class. Two pa-
pers (Antorcha and Azul y Blan-
co) opened a general attack on
Trotskyism, saying it is the real

animating force of the Peronist|

workers. At the same time, a cap-
italist daily calls Unidad Qbrera
one of the most important. week-
ly publications in the - country.
The circulation of this paper is
now 15,000 a week.

RAIL STRIKE S oA
In Peru, the P.O.R. (Revolu-
tionary Workers Party) played
a militant part in the great
strike of Arequipa which took
place at the beginning of July.
A leading comrade of the trans-
port industry was in the first
line of struggle. He was one of
27 leading workers who were ar-
rested. The neilroad workers won
their demands after a sharp
struggle in which the  streets
were patrolled by tanks, street-
cars were derziled and police
vehicles were stoned. )

In Chile a Communist leader
of the miners as well as a lead-
ing member of the Socialist Par-
ty in the Textile union joined the
ranks of Trotskyism. Last month
a Trotskyist was elected as a
leader of the Workers Central
of Santiago province (the most
important in the country). An-
other comrade was the most pop-
ular speaker at a large gather-
ing of construction workers. The
paper of the Chilean P.O.R.
(Frente Obrero) is daily be-
coming more popular among the
workers;

at plesent more . thun
i

' Fourth International are making rapid progress.

®

ten percent of the workers at
union meetings buy the paper.

Recently, the Trotskyist lead-
.er Humberto Valenzuelz, a mem-
ber of the leadership of the
Workers Central (C.U.T.) was
able to defeat a policy advocated
by the Stalinists that would have
led to street-riot adventures—a
policy that would thave brought
defeat without auestion in view
of the split in the labor move-
ment and lack of a clear ‘objec-
tive. The Trotskyists proposed
that the way to fight the rising
cost of living is to prepare for
a general strike with the demand
for a rising scale of wages (the
escalator clause, as it is called
in the U.S.) and for additional
“Family Aillotments.”

Finally, the Chilean Trotsky-
ists jafter a two-year campaign,
were able to bring about the uni-
ty of the municipal workers who
‘were divided into different and
irreconcilable sectors. We par-
ticipated in the National Con-
sgress of the textile workers at
the end of June and are now
preparing .our participation m
the Metallurgical and Construc-
tion workers congresses, and' es-
peciaily for the national congress
of the Workers Central, which is
to take place Aug. 15-18 of this
year. i

In concluswn the Liatin-Amer-
ican Secretariat of Trotskyism
(SLLATO). is preparing for a spe-
cial meeting in.the near future.
On the agenda will be the fol-
lowing items, among others: The
resolutions adopted by the ladt
National Congress -of Argentin-
jan P.O.R., the Yankee Plon of
Colonization of Latin<America,
the significance of the Common
Latin - American Market, pro-
posed by the La Paz coni'er'-
ence, the new situation in Boll-
via with the open break between
the government and the COB
(Bolivian Workers Confedela?—
tion), the down-fall of Rojsts
Pinilla of Colombia, the struggle
in Cuba and the next world gath-
ering of the Trotskyist move-
.ment, :

Lavan Article Praised

Editor:

Your article by George Lavan
in the June 24 issue on the
NAACP and the task that faces
the Negro people was very much
in my line of thinking. As a lo-
cal union leader in the down-
river section of Detroit and a
member of the NAACP, I find
it helps in my discussions of
the problems of my people. T
would like to obtain your paper
locally. Is it possible for me to
buy the issue here that 1 feel
will help me in my desire to
strengthen my union and ‘en-
lighten my people?

\e
Michigan"

Zeal for Soclahsm

Editor:

When milk drivers in Chicago
earn as much as $10.000 a year,
railroad engineers $600 a month
and building workers up to $5.00
an hour where is the zeal for a
new workers social order to come
from? It cannot come from" a
small groun of intellectual think-
ers whb. like  to wolve problems
and publish intellectual pavers

like the Militant. The American:

worker is not interested in so-
cislism. He has no soaring ambi-
tions and the only altruism that
he has is to give to the red-

feather charitv. The American

worker does’ not read any theo-
retical labor vaper. He reads
vopular junk like everybody else:

No reforms in societv seem to be®

coming from the well-paid Amer:
ican worker. He has - his tele~
vision det has he not?

Are intellectuals suvmposed  to

.starve for this kind of guy? A

better order of society will have

to come from an' increase in

ethical ways or religious insigat

on the part of the masses.
C.P.
Chicago

Slums in Dallas

Editor:

I am sending some newspaper
clippings - [mostly on the slums
in West Dallas]. Through the
years accounts of slum areas ap-
pear in the newspapers, and
thiat’s  that—till the time of the
next “discovery,” as if it were
news. News to whom? Not to
me. For I live where you buvy
water for 50 cénts’ a  barrel,
bathe in a wash tub if you can

get the water and use an out-
side privy:

I dom'tBeléng to a ciftrel bl ™

letters from Readers

I believe in God and don’t think
it’s His will that people should
live like this. I'm better now but
I was sick for four years and
not eligible for the County hos-
pital and unable to pay for other
medical care. I like the Militant
and p2ss it on when I find eny-
one with @ mind of his own-—ot
even one-half interest, as long
as he’s willing to read it.

" The. City got worked up over
the Hungarians —so let’s see
what’s done for slum-clearance.
Last spring newspapers pictured
tons of change collected by pa-
perboys for “truth dollars” to
send over seas. Either side could
use @ little truth. Right?

I don’t me=zn to infer resent-
| ment that the Hungarians were
aided. I like people helped, or
helped to help themselves, spe-
cially when they are fighting or
working - for freedom or justice.

‘But in this case it is insin-
cere, a phony sympathy ex-
pressed by people of another
country when citizens of their
own are:neglected. It’s like blam-
ing people who live in slums for
not helping themselves when it’s
all most of them can do to get
shelter and food. It's like organ-
izing  White Citizens Couneils or
the Klu Klux Klan or making
civil rights sound filthy. And it’s
like making politics out of hu-
man rights and dignity.

Mrs. T. L.
Dallas, Texas

L
Vacation or Weekend -

Mountain Spring
Camp

an inter-racial resort

(within 70 miles of N.Y.C.
Philadelphia)

Swimming. sports, fun, congenial
atmosphere, food — good
and plenty

and

Rates from $3750 per week
$6 per day

For reservations or further
information, write:

Mt. Spring Camp
RD 1, Washington, New Jersey
Or, in NYC telephone AL 5-7852

(We still have openings in
our Sseparate Children’sg
Camp. Rates: $30 per week)’
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in thé" Senate’ is~ little. short  of

If ever there was a demagoglc use of
the civil liberties issue it is the attack
on the civil-rights bill for not providing”

jury trails. Civil liberties

do not exist in the Deep South. It is well-
known that Mississippi juries, for example,
hand out heavier penalties to white men-
for shooting deer out of season than for
Whereas Negroes are
commonly framed up for criminal attacks
on white women it is a man-bites-dog
story when a Deep South jury assesses
the slightest penalty on whites for rapmg "

killing Negroes.

Negro women or children,

Trial by Jim-Crow jury-in the South"‘ )
i best exemplified by the brazen acquit-
tal of the lynchers of 14-year-old Emmett
Till two summers ago and the recent
acquittal of the bombers of Negro homes
‘and churches in Montgomery, Alabama.
‘These and a thousand other cases an-
question .whether Southern
juries- will act fairly in cases. involving

swer the

white-supremacy issues. To

trial clause into the civil- rIghts bill wott
‘be the same’ as tearing it up.

It is no news that juries -ean- be 50
pre_]udlced that a fair trial is impossible
Dbefore them. English-American common
law has long recognized this possibility:
“That is why in many cases the 'defendant
‘has the privilege of asking that he not
“be tried by jury but.by' the judge. It is:
noteworthy that in some recent witchs
hunt trials some defendants have avalled
themselves of this prerogative.

. Another legal provision to protect a
defendant from a prejudiced jury is ré-
quest for a change of venue. That is to'.

'

transfer: the
provi cal prejudice
for Negroes
- Nebraska.

There are

-proceedings.. -

put a jury-

be taken in

selfish ruling*
defend what

though it is.

- cality. But this provision only for&saw: lo
and not prejudice’in a whole’
‘section of the country. Thus there’ can
be no change of venue of a caseé out of
the” Deep South to, for example iOhio or

providing for juryless contempt-of—court

union has similiar statutes. The démand-
- ers of' a jury-trial amendment to the pres- |
ent ¢ivil- rlghts bill have never objected
to these as VloIatmg civil liberties.
- What precisely is the “civil® hberty” the
jury-trial proponents .wish - to: protect?:
The' right’ of white supremacists  to pre=
- vent Negroes from voting!“If the" racisty!
do, not attempt this there” will\bé 1o con:
.tempt-of—court proceeding. Moreover, if
they' are cited they can- quash the pro-
“ceedings siniply by letting Negroes vote.
""Labor has had a long and bitter experi-
" ence, with government by injunction. It
‘was and remains an example of the per-
version of the law by a pro-capitalist judi-|
ciary. But because of this labor should not

the umon-bustmg Dixiecrats.

Civil liberties aren’t a set of phrases
_droppéd from the heavens. They are the
result of the centuries-long struggle of
the people to protect themselves against

and to extend real freedom into all fields
of life should be the aim of the labor
movement. This requires all-out support
of the present civil-rights bill, inadequate

trial to an unprejudi¢ed lo-

some 28 federal statutes

Almost every state in the

by the false arguments of

classes and governments. To
has been won in the past

By George. Lavan
The present: civil-rights flght

disastrous for the Democratic
Party. Not only does it thréaten
Democratic control of Congress
in theé 1958 -elections, but it raises
the* spécter of a Republican pres-
idential “victéry - in ‘1960 even
without Eisenhower. Worst of
all, it endangers the very future
existénce' of the DemOcratic
Party. !

This is why all \\'1ng<——from
Dixiecrats to Northern liberals
—were .filled with -dismay when
Republican le ader Knowland
forced the bill onto the Senate
flgor. And this is why all of
them even those who sick-at-
heart are speaking and voting
for “the bill, secretly hope it will
be defeated

ally is an unprmmpled coalition

big/_city machmes, who are - pri-
marily interested in the money
toube_made from politics—jobs,
patronage, contracts, graft;, and,
3) the labor bureaucracy whose

class .and Negro vote and.in re-
turn .gets: a few crumbs from the
capitalist-controlled . leaders - of
the: Democratic. Party. .. . .
This’ ccalition can control Con-
gréss-and the White-House' only
as long as the labor leaders- can
deliver’ the' working:elass vote.]
This has been: getting” more dif-
ficult . since the: workers: have
been. increasingly disillusioned
with the. Democratic. Party which
long ago cut back drastically on
the amount of social legislation
it would evem promise. A very
important and strategically
placed segment of the' working-
class vobe is that of the Negro
people:

ANNUAL SHAM BATTLE

CBS news writer, Marvin S.
Kalb; will soon publish the
diary he kept while stationed in
the Soviet Union for 13 months.

. Kalb speaks- the Russian lan-
guage and talked to “Kundreds
of young people” in the course
of his travels from Tashkent to
‘Leningrad.

Like most news correspond-
cents writing about the Soviet
Union for the ecapitalist press,
Kalb is obwviously bent omn prov-
ving the superiority of the “free
enterprise” system over Russian
Seomimunism.” After all, the edi-
tors demand copy to ifeed the
cold-war propaganda factory. But
.some of ' the passages of his
diary which were published in
the New York Times Magazine,
July 28, can be judged inde-
pendently and are of exception-
cal interest.

_Here are excerpts from one
entry, dated March 28, 1957:

:  “This. evening, I m;et Volodya,
‘a 28- year-old graduate student
at the History Institute in Mos-
cow. A major in English and
-American history, Volodya
speaks English fluently. . . Many
times, during our conversation, I
got the impression he was a
member of the Communist Par-
ty. .. 0

“We met by nather odd cir-
cumstance: I was introduced to
Volodya by a cab driver. We
walked up and down Gorki Street
for hours, talking about Ulano-

va, whom he adores, and the
United Nations, at which he’
scoffs. . .

TROTSKY’S SPEECHES

“We talked about Russia, and
wfter a while, I asked Volodya
what history meant to him. He
said:, ‘History is the examina-
tion of the objective facts of a
given period in order to under-
stand the vast forces at play.’ I
agreed. I then agked him another
question. I suggested the possi-
bility of a Russian student try-
ing to do objective research on
the 1905 revolution. The student
would have to have all the docu-
ments - relating to this wperiod.
Volodya agreed. “Trotsky,’ I said,
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‘also begun to raise of Jate:

‘Hungarian Communist, Profes-

Gllmpses into f'&ovuet LIWC

By L. P. Wheeler

‘was a very important figure in
the" Petersburg Soviet;' in’ fact,
~*while, e was chairman of
the Sov1et Could this hypothet-
ieal” sth dent' read” Trotsky’s
spedches ?’

“He seemed for a moment to
be engaged in the band’s per-
formance of ‘Love and Mar-
riage which has been popular
in Russia. His eyes wandered
1estlesasly over the vodka-drmk-
ing erowd. ‘Volodya, I said,
breaking into his reverie, ‘could|
an average student study Trot-
sky’s influence on the revolu-
tion, and if not, can you still
claim that Soviet scholarship is
objective scholarship ?’

) “Volodya" still could not look
me in the eye, but' when he' did,
his- gaze was no’ longer hard and'
defiant. It was soft' and apolo-
getie: ‘I guess you hit' the nail
on the head. It’s that kind of°
quéstions my friends and I have
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An April 18 ‘entry records a
conversation Kalb had with a
young Soviet basketball player, ]|
who travelled frequently, play-
ing in tournmaments. He . told
Kalb “his rather unique defini-
tion of a Commumst ‘A Com-
munist is a person,’ he explained,
‘who has a -car, a family, a
dacha [summer home], and lots
of money every month.’ When I
asked him who the greatest liv-
ing Communists- are,. he an-
swered, ‘Khrishehev and Bul-
ganin, becausé they have cars,
families, dachas, ahd money.’”

THE UPPER CRUST '
This matter-of-fact' type of re-

mark calls to mind the indig-

nant outburst of the veteran

sor Gyula Hajdu of' the Univer-
sity of - Buddpest, who, just' be:
fore the uprlsmn"g"last yeat, said:
“How c#n’ the Commumst lead-
ers lknow’ what' is’ ‘going' on?
They never niix with workers or
ordinary people, they don’t meet
them in streetcars because they
all ride automobiles, they don’t
meet them at stores or in the
market place because they have
special stores, they don’t meet
them in hospitals because they
have special sanatoriums.” Gyu-
la Hajdu is now a political pris-
oner .in- Kadar’s. du‘ngeon's‘.

WORKER IN RED SQUARE

An episode from current “e
eryday life” is reported in Itsaac
Deutscher’s latest book, “Russia
in Transition.” It casts: a reveal-
ing Lght on the mood of work-
ers. in the Soviet Union:

“Retently, for instance, Trud
(Soviet' Trade  Union: newspaper)
related: an incidént that occurred
at the' Red Squate: int Moscow, A
workler accosted a member of the
Supreme’ Soviet amd® rudely
chided” him for' ‘wearing: such
fine: clothes’ as: né’ worker' could

| still has its well:defined * limits.
.crowd. Times- have’ chéarnged, bat
-not enough for a: worker: to be-

_clothes

‘the yndérdog’feel lass of'an' un-

| and how bitter must it hh“Ve been,

worker said, ‘that never in your
life have you done a d4y’s work
at the factory bench.’ Trud, in-
dignant at_this example of ‘hoo-
liganism,’ ‘tells’ its readers that
the member of the Supreme So-
viet had in fact been a factory
worker most of his life; and the
man who accosted him- behaved
cowardly for he withdrew and
disappéared in the crowd before’
his ‘identify could ‘be established.”
Deutscher’s commients on this
episode are quite apt. He says:.
“There is hardly a . detail in
this seemingly irrelevant epi-
sode which does not have almost
symbolic eloquence. It was un-
thinkable in Stdlin’s” day ‘that” a°
worker should dare to accost a
member: of  the Supreme Soviet;
and that he should do so at” the
Red Square of all plates, just
outside the Kremlin wall, This
used to be the most Hheavily
guarded: spot in the whole-of the
Soviet Union — it swarmed with
police - agents ' and was' usually
shunned by the ordinary’ citizen
who had no business' there.
“But the worker’s' new’ daring

Having chided' the dignitary, he
prefers to Keep his ationymity, to
withdraw, and to plunge'into the’

lieve that he may vent with im-
punity his feelings at ‘their’. fine|
and ‘their’ privileges.]
That many of ‘them’ had risen
from the working cléss is true,
of course; but this'does not make

derdog.

“The peculiar form of the ‘pro-
test he chose may have flavored
of ‘hoolighnisni’’ But, ag a” rule,
men expreéss théir fee’hng's
this way” when' they' catinot’ eas-
ily’ express them in" riote’ légiti-
mate forms, Yet; how’ mhiich ' re-
sentment’ at mequah‘ty must
have been' pent up in’ the man,

to explode' in this way!

“HE WILL COME BACK”
i “Among . his: workmates the

safer ground then at the Red
Sk;uare and there, at the fac-
tory hench or at the canteen, the
prwxleges of the: bureaucracy

and the labor aristocracy have]

‘become the recurrent theme of
‘daily conversation. It is:the old-
iest of themes; yet how nowel it
is after the long and sullen si-
lence of the iStalin era.. There,
among themselves, the workers
are pondering anew . their posi-
tion forty years after the revo-
lution and groping for: collective
action. The day may not be far

off when the anonymous man/

returns. to the Red Square but
not to accost a blgwng and vent
resentment furtively, He will
come back, head uphfted and
surrounded by multltudes to ut-

ter anew the old and great cry|

“decision against: school desegre-
~g'a1‘uon Adlat iStevenson, darling

n| THE NEGRO VOTE

For decades the. Democratic
strategy for protecting. the white-
supremacist system of the South,
and’at the same. time retaining
support of Northern Negro vot-
ers, was to stage an annual sham
battle in -which liberal Demo-
crats pretended to work for civil
rights' legislation in. Congress on-
ly-to be: stymied by the Southern
Demiocrats., 'This permitted the
bureaucracy of union and Negro
-organizations to urge support
of liberal Democrats, at election
“timé~ poititing” to' their- “pro-civil
rights” record.

But this sweet racket, which
the' Democrats thought could ge
on till eternity, was spoiled by
the Negro masses. They have
been pushing: against’ all Jim
Crow barriers with redoubled en-
ergy since the end of the war.
They have forced more and more
concessions. This has. alarmed
the white-supremacists leaders
so that they demanded -a lessen-
ing of pro-civil rights demagogy
on the part of the Northern lib-
erals. Since the Southerners hold
positions of real power in the
Democratic machine while the
liberals and union bureaucrats
do not, the’ libérals capitulated.

Thus at the beginning of Con-
gress in 1955 the entire liberal
bloe ‘sold out completely on their
solemn pledges to fight for a
change in Senate Rule 22-the
rule permitting filibusters. They
did not even introduce a mo-
tion to change Rule 22 because
that' would irritate the' South-
erners. Then a “gentlemen’s
agreement” was made to bury
the civil-rights issue in the in-
terests of party unity. Last sum-
met’s Democratic Convention fur-
theér consummated this gentle-
men’s agreement with a sell-out
plank on «civil rights that did not
even support the Supreme Court

‘of the Hberals, throughout his
camipaigh ‘continued to weasel on
civil-rights and appease Dixie-
crats.

The anger of the Negro
masses, who in- previous  elee-
tions had voted 80% Democratic,
was expressed by millions of de-

“The Democratlc Party basm-_

job is- to' deliver -the- working- |

of |1) thve ,D*x1ecrats, who are | EN
’p;lmtarxly_mtere)s‘ted in defend-
mg the Jim Crow, open shop so-|
cial =ystem of the South; 2) the :

-SENATORS -WILLIAM -F. K‘NOWLAND and LYNDON
.B. JOHNSON, above, are respectively -the minority’ and* ma-
_jority floor leaders in the curtent civil rights debate. The
Republican Knowland has presulél)hal aspirations and is ‘push-
“ing “a ‘much-weakened bill. The Democrat Johnson, with some -
“Tibérdls, is trying to‘ “avoxd a filibuster” by concessions to’
- Dixiecrats. -

umn;, »Despite -some- -repentant
breast-besting by Northern Dem-

~ocrats, the jmpotence of the, lib-

eral Wlng was demomstlated by
contindance of the ‘gentlenien’s
agreement. Control” of "Congriess’
was - -firmly - retained by  -the
Southern: Democrats, ~the un-
speakable Eastland was given
the Senate Judiciaty Committee
te which all civil-rights bills
would be referred. In return the
liberals were allowed to make
the record again by briefly- go-
ing through ‘the motions of op-~]
posing- Rule 22 and introducing
some bills to die“in- Senator East-
land’s purgatory. It was hoped
and expected that these tricks
and’ the passage' of time would
remove the bad taste of the 1956
campuign from the N\eglo voters’
mouths.

But Negro mlhtancy, instead
of diminishing after election day,
has increased. The struggle in
the Deep South, exemplified in
the Montgomery bus’ boycott has
aroused thé whole’ Negro peoplé
and millions of white allies to a
fighting mood. Republican polti-
cians faced with the exit from
politics of Eisenhower, tieir prize
|vote-getter, see an opportunity
to retain the presidency, 4dnd

the Negro vote away from the
Democrats.

‘The way to do this, they fig-
ure, is to do what the Demo-
cratic liberals never did despite
all their promises: actually de-
liver some legislation—not much
but something—on civil rights.
By doing so they not only calcu-
late to discredit the Democrats
but to win a credit with the Ne-
gro voters off which they hope
to live politically for many years
without any further delivery.

Knowland’s and  Nixon’s forc-
ing of thie civil-rights bill to the
Senate floor mnot only split the
Northern and Southern wings of
the Democratic Party, it split
the Democratic liberals down the
middle. While all the Democrats
hoped that the bhill could be kept
from the Senate floor, those
Northern liberals from states
with very large Negro votes
dared not vote against it. Thus
Douglas of Illinois and MeNa-
mara of Michigan have decided
that their only hope is to give
the appearance of being even
more ardent for the administra-
tion’s bill than the Republicans.

OPEN - TRAITORS

But liberal Democrats from
states with smaller Negro popu-
lations have openly turned traitor
to civil" rights.
ple of this was the vote of Morse
(D -Ore.), Murray (D -Mont.),

(D.-Mont.), angd Kennedy (D-
Mass), against bringing the civil
rights bill directly to the floor
of the (Senate, thus avoiding
Eastland's committee. This was
not only a sell-out to the Dixie-

fections to the Republican col-

crats in return for a like num-

[The followmg was clipped
from a St. Louis newspaper
and sent to us by a Militant
reader. — Ed.]

‘To the Editor of the Post-
.Dispatch:

Some time after the bomb
‘had, fallen the lone survivor
‘'managed to crawl on ‘his
‘bleeding" stumps to the crest
‘of a nearby hill

There below he could see
.one great expanse of incredi-
‘ble nothingness' where once
‘had been the mightiest city
‘in the world.

Not a brick, not a twig —
nothing. but miles and miles
‘of pulverized dust.

Despite great agony he
| opened his survival kit and

- The Immaculate Bomb

‘protester certainly feels: on muehi]!

A split second of ténse ex-
pectancy and then a feeling of
supreme elation smothered
his pain.

Joy of joys! Oh ecstasy!
Not one trace of radioactive
fallout! This, then, had been
a clean bomb!

Absent-mindedly he turned
off the switch and slowly
rolled over on his back.

His breathing Lecame short-
er and shorter. - '

The end was near.

Now he opened his eyes
and while gazing at what was
left of the sun sinking in the
north he moved his lips and
whispered with his dying
breath:

“Thank you, Adm. Strauss.”

turned on the geiger counter.
i g

O. BROTHER

afford. ‘I can see at once,’ the

for equahtv.”

even to win Congress, by taking]

The first exam-

Magnuson (D-Wash.), Mansfield:

- ber-of votes’in favor: of the Hell’s

Canyon bill-which the Western-
ers want, but as Kennedy’s pres:

_ence. indicated,--a- move to- pre-

vent a civil-rights fight which
could” only spht the Democratic
Party -and*give crediy tb the' Re-
publicans.

_The spearhead of all the moves
to gut the already weak -civil
rights bill with a host of amend-
ments has: subsequently been led
by liberal Democrats. Liberal
Morse made a second attempt teo
send the bil] to Eastland’s grave-
yard. Liberal Anderson (D-N.M.)
introduced the amendment cut-
ting the civil rights section from
the bill, thus reducing it solely
to a right-to-vote bill, Liberal
Mansfield (D -Mont.) exerted
great efforts in lining up votes
for the amendment. Eleven lib-
era] Democrats voted with the
Dixiecrats in this successful
emasculation of the bill.

Brazen in his anti-civil rights
labor, liberal O’Mahoney (D-
Col.), who has been one of the
most vociferous opponents of
the bill, has introduced an amend-
ment to render ineffective the
voting. right section — the only
meaningful part left in the bill.
Co-gponsoring this amendment
are - liberals Church (D-Idaho)
and Kefauver (D-Tenn.), who
campaigned for the Democratic
presidential nomination by talk-
ing to the left of Adlai Steven-
gon on the civil-rights issue,.

FILIBUSTER THREAT

If the Dixiecrats are unable to]
get an emasculation of the right-
to-vote section they threaten to
filibuster. Then XKnowland will
press for eclosure. This would
agzain split the Democrats and
the Democratic liberals. Douglas,
MceNamara and company would
be forced once more to oppose
their fellow liberals of yester-
day, otherwise they would bear
the brunt of the bill’s defeat be-
fore the Negro people. Theéir po-
sition is about as uncomfortable’
as a capitalist politician can
find himself in.

But this is only their present
difficulty — the future abounds
in more. To win the 1958 Con-
gressional and the 1960 presi-
dential campaigns the liberal
Democrats and the trade uniom
bureaucracy will have to coun-
ter the Republican bid for Ne-
.gro support. The powerful Dixie-
crat wing of the party will put

its foot down on any suggestion by James B. Carey, president of

of further civil rights legisla-
tion.

Moreover, the labor bureau-
cracy, already having difficulties
selling the Democratic candidates
to the rank’ and file; will' be
faced with a split in the ranks

 of its constituents for the im-

portant and: strategic Negro vote
will increasingly turn thumbs
down: on - the Democratic Party
as a whole,

NEGRO-LABOR UNITY

To prevent g split in the work-
‘ing-class votes the Negroes must
thave an alternative to voting Re-
‘publican. This alternative can
;only be a new party, a Labor
Party, based on the unions, work-
ing farmers and oppressed mi-
norities. Between the Republic-
ans and such a party the Negro
people .would not hesitate. They
have no illusions about the good
faith or permanence of the over-
night conversion .of reaction-
ary Republicans to civil rights,
They would have every confi-
dence in a party based on the
unions and in which they had a
proportionate share. of control,
candidates: and participation 1n
platform- draf‘tmg

Explosions. rocked: three U.S.
Information Service Centers, in-
cluding the Voice of America
office July 31 in Beirut, Lebanon.
Heavy police. guards have now
been placed at all U.S. offices.

ThéDemocrats and anl Rights

lander’s blood and blood-form-

.sell out by

iy

sense of the
according to a report

“in the proper
word,”

Against Coneentration ~Ca?msps
after a 16-day “investigation.”
The same report concedes, how-;
ever, that torture and un}wnnted
arvbitrary deten tion without
charges were common. It- also

5,300 Algerians interned in
barbed-wire enclosed camps un-
charged with any crime.

%
THOUSANDS OF DEMON-
STRATORS in all principsl
cities of Colombia, South Amer-
ica, forced the ruling military
junta- to abolish the puppet con-
stituent assembly and set a date
for presidential and. congression-
al elections next May,

ES

EXPOSED TO FALLOUT ra-
diation two years ‘ago, the 82
inhebitants of two "of the Mar-
shall Islands  remain far. from
cured. The effects on the is-

ing organs persist; sixteen still
suffer from radiation..and skin
lesions. The islanders are wards
of the U.S. government.
ES * *

FOUR JOURNALISTS AND
EDITORS were accused of a plot
to overthrow the East German

-

of the International Committee-

THERE ARE NO CONCEN- interfere with the scheduled
TRATION CAMPS in Algenu,‘ elections.
E3 £

| “REACTIONARY MURDER:
ERS;” not hungry people, were
blamed by Peking Radio for . a
raid on a govelnment rice sta- -
tion last week in which seven
persons were killed.

3 Ed

PANAMANIAN YOUTH

%

acknowlledges the presence of THROWN. IN JAIL just @ few

moements before he was to board

the airplane for Moscow. Alvaro

Menendez Franco, was planning

to participate in the Intetnation-

al Youth -Festival inn Moscow. No

charges against him were filed.
% E3 ES

EXITS FROM ITALIAN COM-
MUNIST PARTY increased last -
week with the resignation of
Antonio Giolitti, leader of the
party in Piedmont province and
member of parliament. Mr. Gio-
litti’s’ was one of the most re-
spected names in Italian politics.
Eugenio Readle, a C. P. senator
expelled last December, md‘l-
cated that Giolitti’s and his own
departures were prompted by the’
realization that the party could”
not be reformed.

* sk *

THIRTY COMMUNIST PAR:"
TY LEADERS were placed un-
der house arrest by the rebel
commander of the Celebes prov-

regime, and sentenced to prison
terms ranging from three to five:
years. The accused were alleged
supporters of Wolfgang Harich,
considered a Marxist philosopher
and anti-Stalinist, now serving
a 10-year sentence.

* * *

POLISH WORKERS ARE A
MINORITY now in the Polish
Commumist Party. According to
Nowe Droge (C. P. theoretical
magazine), workers, who con-
stituted 60.5% of the party’s
membenship in 1948, accounted
for only 44.6% in 1956, and there
has been a “further deteriora-
tion of the composition of the
party” in 1957. At least half of
all new eandidates for member-
ship are bureaucrats.

£ sk ES .

STRIKES: IN HONDURAS
brought the charge of-a “‘com-
munist plot” by the ruling mili-
tary clique. The “plot” was sup-
posed to spread chaos and thus

ince in Indonesia. The arrests’
followed ~widespread, dramatic
increases in the vote for Com-
munist candidates in recent elec-
tions.

*

* %

ANOTHER “PLOT” to “un-
dermine and overthrow” the Chi-
nese Communist regime was an-
nounced by the Peking radio on
July 380th. The latest one, cen-
tered in the Port of Tsinbao, fol-
lowed by one week the crushing
of an “incipient revolt” in Tsing-
hai province in Northwest China.
Intellectuals and capitalists were
named as backers and financiers
of both plots.

£ &

BRITISH BUS STRIKE; in-
volving 100,000 men, has been
settled favorably. The strike was
marked with violence as the gov-
ernment engaged in strike-break-
ing. attempts at -scab-herding.
The .istrikers won a wage in-
crease of 11 shillings ($1.54) a
week.

£

... Givil Rights Bill

(Continued from page 1)

the attack on Section IV of the
bill follows the same plan which
resulted in the massacre of Sec-
tion III, the civil-rights section.
That is to have liberal “friends
of labor and the Negro peo-
ple” introduce the emasculating
amendments and do the fronting
for the Dixiecrats.

At present it  is a toss-up
whether Section IV will be
amended to death or not. Know-
land, Republican leader in the
Senate, claims he has enough
votes to pass Section IV intact.

Incorporated In the Southern
strategy is an attempt to bribe
the AFL-CIO into supporting
the emasculating amendment.
This was dore by drafting the
jury-trial amendment so that it
would also apply to injunctions
used against labor.

The ‘open bid to the labor bu-
reaucr2ey by the white suprema-
cists” was immediately branded

the International Union of Elec-
trical \Workers, as a “sop,” ‘‘in-
tended to mollify labor.” He éon-
tinued: “Labor will not barter
away effective protection of the|
right of a Negro to register and
vote in return for the very dubi-
ous adwantage that Senators
0O’Mahioney, Kefauver and Church
now gppear,to offer labor.”

Three days later the executive
committee of the AFL-CIO is-
sued a statement opposing the
amendment. John L. Lewis, ‘on
the other hand, took the bait and
Democratic majority leader
Lyndon - Johnson of Texas gloat-
ingly read Lewis’ telegram of
support into the Congressional
record.

The labor bureaucrats have
been put on the same spot by the
Republican drive to pass a civil-
rights bill' as the liberal Demo-
crats. Labor leaders for years
have been committed in words
to support of’ civil rights .Their
political ties, however, are al-
most exclusively with the Demo-
ceratic Party. For years the labor
leaders have abetted the liberal
Democrats in the con game of
garnering Negro and labor votes
on the civil-rights issue only to
introducing ecivil-
rights' bills prearranged to die
in committee. This kept the lib-
eral Democrats happy— they
“made the record”; it kept the
Dixiecrats: . content —mno  bills
were passed; and it kept the
Democratic Party united.

Knowland and Nixon’s drive to
win the Negro vote by actually.
pushing a civil-rights bill with
a little something in it through
the Senate, has ruined the Dem-
ocrat’s con game. It has split the
Democratic liberal bloe right
down the middle. Half of these
much advertised “friends of civil.
rights” are now voting against
civil rights. The other half,
whose states have large Negro
populations or whose ambitions
for the next convention can only
be realized with Negro backing,
are forced unhappily to support
the Republican ecivil-rights bill.

The Dixiecrats and those lib-
eral Democrats who are plug-
ging the . jury-trial amendment
obviously had reasom to believe
that they stood a chance of win-
ning AFL-CIO support. There is
no doubt but that there is a di-
vision on the issue in the AFL-
CIO top leadership. Moreover,
IUE President Carey’s immedi-
ate and strong denunciation of
the offered bribe to labor, in-
dicates that he aimed to scotch
any move to put labor on record
for the amendment. Tt should
be recalled that last April Carey
resigned as head of the AFL-CLO
Civil Rights Committee declar-
ing that it was not allowed to do
anything.

The AFL-CIO top, leadership’s
rather tardy rejection of the
amendment means that the la-
bor movement will continue for-
mal support of the bill. How-
ever, this support is far from
enthusiastic or. dynamic., The
union press utters the words of
support but there have been no
real moves by the unions to
mobilize sentiment and bring
pressure on the politicians,

First Showing in
Buffalo

Salt of the Earth

A stirring Film of a miners’
union in a courageous strug-
gle against poverty and dis-.
crimination.

Sun., Aug. 18, 7:30 P.M.

Washington Hall
831 Washington St.

Admission: $1.00
Sponsored by
Militant Forum




! T was working on an auto assembly line
- installing the rear bumper, harness clips,
. generator wires and nuts. Every minute
. and a quarter another car came by. At

' union meetings there were angry demands
that something be done about the speed-
up, since we didn’t have time to get a
drink from the water fountain ten feet
away. The men were filing overwork

grievances and getting rep

“not showing sufficient effort” in return.
Before the whistle blew, men were mak-
ing up stock because otherwise they could

certainly not keep up. Our
was ‘“Mule Train,”

ing.

orders that I clean off the

side of the car in spare moments. I asked

for the committee man. The

.of us working on rear bumpers; we de-
-cided to settle this beef together. I clean-

: ed the cars quite thoroughly.

B ly that our operation was going in the
. hole. In a few minutes we had the relief

T P
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- man stumbled, there a man used
* his stalk to prop up another’s.

* nanas.

" nanas each, Planks went up and
. down over the barges, across a
*.ramp and into the hatch. The

man helping us.

The committee man came over: “I'm

Fellows would talk
about reaching for parts in their sleep.
. One old-timer had a dream that he
couldn’t keep up with the line. He was
going deeper and deeper into the hole.
He yelled frantically for the foreman,
- when he awoke, he was hoarse from yell-

. It was in this nightmare atmosphere
‘ that the foreman gave me

Bosses I Have Known

rus MILITANT

By An Auto Worker

worked as it

talked about

rimands for

theme song

line up. The

couldn’t even

a rag with
spots on my

re were four place.

Finally the

So thorough-

was giving me another operation.

Dan the Fighting Man, what’s the beef?”
he asked. I told him that we were all over-

was, and now the foreman
Dan
the contract, about the old

days and the present days, till the fore-
man was called away. Then Dan said:
“You did right calling me. I'll shoot the
bull for another 15 minutes. He doesn’t
have his relief man and you’re getting|.
a break. But you know we can’t settle
anything. By the time the grievance is
processed, next year’s models will be out,
and there will be a new procedure.”

I went back on the line, continued to
clean the.cars meticulously and we con-
tinued to go into the hole. Both the relief
man and repair man couldn’t catch the

bolts for the bumpers never

seemed to line up. “Stop-Watech” Jackson

time-study the job because

/

of the confusion. The foreman, in anger,
asked me what was I trying to prove. 1
explained that I was just doing' what I
was told. Even the general foreman went
into the pit, getting his white shirt dirty.
But the bumpers still wouldn’t fall into

foreman came over and took

my rag away without a word. We had
won. The four of us knew we had settled
this grievance by ourselves. Everyone else
on the final line knew it too. We never

saw this particular boss again — he lack-

ed that golden touch.

In Puerto Bolivar, Ecuador,
barges pulled up walongside the
anchored banana boat, with 80-
pound green stems of 150 ba-

longshoremen, barefooted, with
legs no thicker than my arms ran
continuously in an unending line.
Some had pags on their, backs
to cushion the weight; here a

The sun beat against them while
their lives were ground up in
an infernal rat- race with ba-

T went ashore. They were load-
ing the barges from railroad
cars and again every man
sprinted back and forth. Their
dwellings were on a swamp; no
streets, just boards and mud. It
is hardly possible to imagine how
people could be worse off. - See-
ing their faces, brought to mind
the ‘Southern sharecropper who
said: “It ain’t hardly worth the
trouble to go on living.” But the
rulers quake, for they fear the
hungry men and women. The
largest, most modern buildings
house the militia. Everywhere
there are khaki jeeps and armed
soldiers,

It was mucon the same in La
'Ceiba, Honduras. As 1 walked
along the main mud path, past
the Florida, Buemos Aires and
Los Angeles bars I saw a huge
metal fence with gates but with
no visible beginning or end. At
the first gate there was the
Standard Fruit Railroad.
"I went to the plantations Finca
gjomitas I and IL A banana work-
‘¢r in patched dungarees resem-
bllng a quilt told me that their
wages allow them only “arroz y
frijoles,” rice and beans. He

pointed to his dungarees and said
tha,t; the cotmrmlsws(u'y sells shod-
dy, expensive goods. Standard
Fruit operates a virtual com-
pany-town, yes, and comipany-
nation setup., The banana work-
er explained that the Fruit Com-
pany owns the land, the docks,
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Two Banana Ports

- By Henry Gitano

 the

the railroad (there is no road)
and runs the commissaries. ’

I had been told that the La
Ceiba fence delineates Standard
Fruit property. In an elegant
dining-room within the iron-cur-
tained compound I inquired as to
the reason for the big fence. I
was told that “sometimes there
are riots, strikes and demonstra-
tions, so Standard Fruit officials
reside and offices are maintained
within this enclosure.” At 9 P.M.
all but one gate is locked for
the night, and watchmen patrol.

Walking on well-paved roads,
past country homes, lawns, ter-
races, a swimming p’ool, wihile
new cars passed me by, I saw a
big structure wadl lit up. The en-
trance had the US seal, over

which was inscribed: “Consular
Ageney USA.” ’
‘The ‘oro verde,” Standard

Fruit’s green gold, provides a
high standard of living for the
American bosses sitting behind
the iron fence—in fear of their
lives. The official representative
of the Yankee “Good Neighbor”
also must seek protection behind
the Fruit Company’s irom fence
—that is the real, naked rela-
tionship 'between U|S imperial-
ism and Latin-American work-
ers.

4 walked out the one gate
that remained open, Opposite it,
bronzed Honduranians were
sleeping on the ground, one of
them thad a guitar with an at-
tached harmonica, by his side,
They had to fear hunger and
sickness, but they did not need a
fence to protect them from the
hungry ones.

Calendar
Of Events

Chicago
Chicago Militant ~ Labor Fo-
rum, Fri, Auwg. 9, 8:15° P.M,,
Sha’ke-up in the Kremlin, Speak-
er: Johh Travis. 777 W. Adams.

Los Angeles
" Socialist Workers Party, F¥i,
Aug. 9, 8:15 P.M., “How to Stop
H-Bomb Tests.” Speaker:
Theodore Edwards. 1702 E. 4th
St. Discussion and refreshments.

Buffalo

Militamt Forum, Sun., Aug. 18.
First Buffalo showing: Salt of
the Earth. Washington Hall, 831
Wiashington St. Admission: $1.00.

o
New York Youth

Young Socialist Forum, Tues.,
Aug. 6, 8:156 P.M., “Workers
Struggles in the Soviet Union.”
ISpeaker: Martha Wells of the
Young Socialist League (Left-
wing). Adelphi Hall, 74 Fifth
Ave. (near 14th ISt.). Contribu-
tion: 50 cents. 25 .cents for stu-
dentb.

®
West Coast
The West ©Coast Vacation

School (30 miles from Los An-
geles) will be held from Aug. 31
through Sept. 8. For information
and reservations write: West
Coast Vacation School, 1702 E.

Large Attendance

At First Socialist
Youth Forum

JULY 31—One of the best at-
tended socialist youth meetings
New York City has seen in re-
cent years took place last night
when 73 students and young
workers participated in the first
discussion of the Young Socialist
Forum. Mike Brooks from the
Antioch College Discussion Club
opened the first in a series of
talks with “Negroes on the
March.” .

The discussion revealed the
diversified experiences of the
Forum’s participants. A Detroit-
er from Wayne University gave
an eyewitness report about Mrs.
Ethel Watkins, the “Rosa Parks
of Detroit,” who defied the
racists by moving into a lily
white neighborhood. He vividly
related how hundreds of people
came to the aid of this heroic

seamstress by = organizing de-
fense guards. Another college
student described ‘how inter-

racial teams of packinghouse or-
ganizers worked in the South.

Differences developed around
the role of the NJAACP, the Ne-
gro clergy as mass leaders, la-
bor officialdom’s desire or ca-
pacity to organize the South.
While one student maintained
that the AFL-CIO is doing its
best to organize the South, an-
other held that unions conducted
paper campaigns because they
were afraid to risk social strug-
gles that might get out of
bounds.

The discussion continued long
after the forum. Students who
had mever before attended so-
cialist meetings asked what was
the Negro-Labor alliance, what
was ‘CIO’s Operation Dixie; they
had tasted a new world of se-
rious and stimulating discussion
and they were hungry for more.
Well, there’s more coming: On
Aug 6, Martha Wells of the
Young Socialist League (Left
Wing) will lead a discussion on
“Workers’ Struggles in the So-
viet Union.” On Aug. 13 the topic
will be “Algeria: The Fight For
National Independence.” Forums
are held at Adelphi Hall, 74
Fifth Avenue (near 14 St.) at
8:15 P.M. each Tuesday.
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Council hearing yesterday.
‘Workers Pai'ty candidate
Comptroller, running on a slate
headed by Joyece Cowley, candi-
date for mayor, was denied the
floor, but presented a statement
favoring the bill to the press and
council members.
The most bitter object of at-
tack was that section of the bill
which would make discrimination
by landlords a misdemeanor
punishable by a $500 fine. In
defense of this clause, Zuckoff
told the press, “the elimination
in the amended bill of this sec-
tion would emasculate and nul-
lify this legislation. We demand
full penalties for landlords who
engage in discrimination, Make
violation a criminal offense
punishable by imprisonment.”
Zuckoff also pointed out that,| to
“Additional provisions for a
commission with policing and
educational functions, are abso-
lutely necessary. . . The pres-
ent bill merely states that ‘such
commission shall exercise its
powers with a view to conciliat-
ing the matter and eliminating
any discriminatory practice it
finds to exist’” We demand that
the Commission be explicitly
granted subpoena powers, that
sufficient funds be allocated to
provide an adequate full-time
staff and physical facilities to
successfully: carry out its work.
Furthermore, working class ten-
ants and minority peoplé must be
guaranteed adequate representa-
tion on the Commission.”

Foes of Housmg B|||

By Dave Miller

JULY 31" — The anti-bias housing bill came under
severe attack by landlord groups at a New York City

for ®

Murray Zuckoff, Socialist

second amendment which propo-

Zuckoff insisted,
and effective law can limit its
application to ‘most’ of the peo-
ple. Absolutely no one should be
exempt.” The Jewish community
has long believed that it is pre-
cisely these cooperative apart-
ment buildings which Temain
major offenders against mem-
bers of their faith.

EQUALITY IS SOCIALISM

Spearheading the attack on
the bill was a representative of
the Real Estate Boards, who con-
demned it as socialistic interfer-
ence with the right of man to
dispose of his property as he
saw fit,

Unfortunately the liberal sup-
porters of the bill who managed

to get the floor were not as vig-
orous in defense of the bill as
the prejudiced opponents, There

labor or the Negro people. The
principle of democracy in hous-
ing was left to be defended by
Algernon D. Black, Chairman of
the New York Committee on
Diserimination in Housing. Un-
der pressure of the intense hos-
tility to the bill, Mr. Black re-
treated and conceded the removal
of the $500 fine provision for
offenders.

The extent to which the ini-
tiative is passing to the bill’s
opponents appeared in the racist
and red-baiting taunts of the
supporters of the United Tax-
payers Party. Unlike labor,

ses to free cooperative buildings|:
from the provisions of the act,|;
“No workable]:

were no official spokesmen for|

SARAH LOVELL, Socialist
Workers Party candidate for
Mayor of Detroit. She stated:
“Labor and its allies, repre-
senting the majority of the
population, have the power,
the right and the duty to gov-
ern Detroit.”

JOYCE COWLEY, Socialist

‘Workers Party candidate for
Mayor of New York. She is
an active participant in the
struggle to eliminate segre-
gation in New York City

Addressing his remarks to a

schools, and housing.

JULY 30—Twelve New York
pacifists are in jail in New York
serving 30-day sentences for
openly refusing to take shelter
during the July 12 air raid alert
on the ground that it was “psy-
chological preparation for war.”
Ten of the prisoners are asso-
ciated with the Catholic’ Worker
Movement, an anarchist-pacifist
organization which declared in
advance: “We refuse to play this
war game.” It was a mock
emergency, but the police pow-
ers exercised under the New
York Defense Emergency Act,
and the jail sentences meted out,
are only too real.

This was the third consecu-

launched by Eisenhower issuing
theoretically a proclamation de-
claring an “unlimited state of
national emergency and threat
of invasion.” Civil defense offi-
cials proclaimed the drill a “suc-
cess” and hypothetical casualties
in New York City alone of 2,-
339,012 killed by an H-bomb ex-
plosion in the hatbor and 2,261,-

tive yearly raid exercise. It was

these people were out in force!

I 238 theoretically wounded. Later,

the figures were revised up-
ward. However the rea] victims
were twelve pacifists who ' pro-
tested the government’s attempt
to prepare the nation for mass
slaughter.

DOROTHY DAY’S PROTEST

Dorothy . Day and Ammon
Hennacy, editors of the Catholie
Worker, now in prison, declared:
“We disobey the air-raid dril
because we can do nothing else
in this atomic erisis but stand
up and say ‘No’ to those who
wculd annihilate the human race
to preserve their exploitative
economic system.”

Magistrate Walter J. Bayer,
denounced them as “a heartless
bunch of individuals who breathe
contempt of the law” and sen-
tenced them to 30 days in jail
for sitting on park benches while
the sirens blared.

Daily since July 16 for two
hours a group of Catholic Work-
er supporters and friends have

been picketing the Womens

Pickets Protest Jailing
Of A-Test Opponents

House of Detention where some
of the pacifist prisoners are in-
carcerated. They will continue
to march till the victims of
the suspension of constitutional
rights during war games are set
free. Placards tell their story:
“Mock Air Raid, Real Jail Sen-
tences”; “Jail Won’t  Suppress
the Truth”; “Freedom of Speech
and Assembly Violated”; “Free
the 12 Pacifists.”

. Police limit the. picket line to
ten; others distribute literature,
including a letter to the New
York Times. which says, “Few
activities or responses imposed
upon our citizens during the
‘drill: would, in a hydrogen-bomb
attack, contribute - to survival.
The best they could do is facili-
tate mass burial.,” A reprint from
Commonweal asks, “If, as. in
this case, our most basic free-
doms may be abrogated by exec-
utive proclamation of a simulated
‘emergency, what meaning “has
the Constitution in America to-
day?”

‘(Continued from page 1)
for another in Latin American
dictatorships.

Armas himself came to power
“in June 19564 by leading a Wall
Street-backed, armed assault on
the elected government headed
by Jacobo Arbenz Guzman.

‘Some political freedom existed

under the liberal capitalist re-
gime of Qprbenz Unionization
proceeded apace. Large sections
of the uncultivated land held by
United Fruit Company —for fu-
ture exploitation-—were national-
ized and opened to cultivation
by the nation’s hungry peasants.
United Fruit set up a howl.
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...Who Planned Armas Assassination

The U.S. government backed
Castillo Armas—who was other-
wise supported only by a tiny
class of rich—in a military at-
tack on the government. Armas
was then set up as the great “an-
ti-communist” democrat and of-
fered to the world as an example
of “free-world” rule as opposed
to “Communist.”

Under Armas “freedom” was
‘dished up in big servings. Op-
position parties were outlawed.
Worker  and peasant leaders
were exiled, arrested or Kkilled.
Even the ' bureaucratic labor
leaders of the UiS., who slavish-
ly supported the iState Depart-
ment’s action in Guatemala, were
forced to protest Castillo Armas’
repressions against the unions.

Reaction was in the saddle.
But even with millions of dol-
lars in U.S.-aid, mass resistance
continued. Armas was compelled
to move with caution against the
people. Most recently opposition|
to Armas has been reported
from among the rich,

Six days before the assassina-
tion, the July 21 New York
Times, reported that Castillo
Armas “is caught in the middle.”
That his inability to wipe out
the reforms aud labor orgamiza-
tions “has made him suspect in

| Sarah Lovell, campaigning with

Socialists Campaign in Detroit
Murray Zuckoff‘Hlfs

DETROIT, July 28 — Yesterday was the last day
for filing in Detroit’s municipal elections, and this is
how the picture stacks up today:

The ;
for Mayor is Louis C. Miriani,
president of the Common Coun-
cil,) and a earbon copy of retir-
ing Mayor Cobo, a consistent re-
actionary.

The powerful labor movement
here refused to nominate anybody
to run against Miriani, even
though his record is so poor that
the CIO had to deny him en-
dorsement in some of his pre-
vious campaigns for office.

Altogether, twelve candidates
are seeking the two nominations
for Mayor in the Sept. 10 pri-
mary, but most of them repre-
sent only themselves and are
either Democrats or Republicans,
although the “‘non-partisan” reg-
ulations in this campaign bar
any political designations on the
ballot,

The only one of them who is
opposing Miriani from the left is

the “endorsement of the Socialist
Workers Party.

Seventy-seven people also have
filed for the nine-member Com-
mon Council, from whom 18 will
be nominated in the primary. In-
cluded are all eight of the incum-
bents who together with Miriani
make up the present Council.

NOT ONE FOR LABOR

ed up by three members of UAW
Local 600 in the March 23 is-
sue of Ford Facts: “Four years
ago, we supported nine candi-
dates for the Detroit Common
Council, and not one was a real
Labor representative.”

Proceeding from that fact,
Sarah Lovell began campaigning
last winter to get the labor move-
ment and its allies to nominate
a full slate of independent can-
didates for Mayor and Council.

But both the CIO and AFL
‘leaders refused to take such a
step. They don’t want to offend
the Democratic Party machine,
with which they have so many
ties. They deliberately postponed
all action, until their county con-
ventions in August, when it will
be too late to file any candi-
dates of their own.

They probably will = confine
themselves to endorsing some of
the less obnoxious Council in-

Big Business ecandidate ®

Their role was accurately sum-|

Hoi Potato Burns
- Detroit Gandidate

DETROIT — The following
article is reprinted from the
July 18 East Side Shopper,
where it appeared under the
title, “Miriani Served Up Hot
Potato”:

Sarah Lovell, only woman
in the mayoralty race, pitch-
ed a hot potato to her chief
opponent Tuesday. She peti-
tioned the City Council to
adopt a  resolution urgmg
Senate passage of the civii
rights bill.

Council President Louis C.
Miriani, front runner in the
race, sidestepped fast. With
a note of irritation he order-
ed: o

“Send it to the Community
Relations Commission to find

out what the proposals are.”

Mrs. Lovell, a newspaper
proof-reader, evidently . had
kept up with the Senate de-
bate and filibuster over a bill
aimed at guaranteeing the
vote and other civil rights to
Negroes in the South.

She asked the Council to
support the bill without
changes that would weaken it.

None of Miriani’s colleagues
who may have been reading
the newspapers volunteered to
explain the civil rights bill
to him. 4

easy requirements for getting on
the ballot this year.

COMMUNIST PARTY
SILENT

Even the Communist Party,
which had run a candidate for
Council during the ‘worst years
of the cold-war witch hunt, re-
fused to enter one this time.

Events will soon show wheth-
er these radical organizations in-
tend to abstain from the elec-
tion; support capitalist party
politicians on the pretext that
they have unien endorsement; or
give support to Sarah Lovell’s’
campaign: as the only means of
popularizing the socialist an-
swers to the problems facing
Detroit.

cumbents; Ed Carey, Democratic
leader in the state legislature
and member of the UAW staff,
who got the Democratic Party’s
permission to leave the legisla-
ture and run for the Detroit
Council as a “non-partisan”; and
perhaps a Negro candidate. Some
union leaders will also want to
endorse Miriani, while others
will find that just a little too
much to stomach. ‘

DETROIT RADICALS

The union leaders aren’t the
only ones defaulting on their-re-
sponsibility to ‘challenge the rule
of Big Business at City Hall
The same thing can be said about
most of the radical movement
in Detroit.

Six weeks ago, Sarah Lovell,
acting on behalf of the Socialist
Workers Party, invited the Ilo-
cal branches of the radical move-
ment to a conference to discuss
united action in the current cam-

paigp. ‘Invitegl were the Com-
munist Party, Socialist Party-
Social Democratic Federation,

“American Socialist” group, In-
dependent Socialist League, Pro-
letarian Party and World Social-
ist Party.

Noting that there is no laber
party or labor slate in this cam-
paign, she urged these groups
(1) to consider running candi-
dates of their own, on the basis
of their own programs, and (2) |
to consider the possibility ‘of
forming a socialist electoral bloc
in this election,

None of the organizations re-
sponded to the invitation.
Worse yet, not one of them filed
any candidates in this election
— although all of them had the
resources to meet the relatively

Meanwhile,
situation was summed up by one
rank and file member of the
Communist Party:

“The choice that’s presented
to me as a belie;ver in socialism
is Miriani or Lovell. I don’t
agree with everything Mrs. Lo-
vell says, but Miriani is just a
stooge for the corporations and
bankers, while she is advocating -
formation of a labor party and
presenting’ a pregram that meets
the issues along socialist lines.
I like her campaign theme: ‘La-
bor and its allies, representing
the majority of the population,
have the power, the right and
the duty to govern Detroit. 1
think it will be a goed thing
if a candidate with that pro-
gram gets a big vote.

“Se I am going to support
Sarah Lovell and will try to get
my friends to do the same.”

All those who share this senti-
ment, and want to help the so-
cialist campaign, should get: in
touch. with the Sarah Lovell for
Mayor Committce, 3737 Wood-
ward, TEmple 1-6135.
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DETROIT, July 28 — One
of the encouraging aspects
of the election campaign this
year is the growing movement
to elect one or more Negroes
to the Common Council —
long overdue in a city where
more than one out-of every
five people is colored, but
where the Council remains
lily-white.

Sarah Lovell, the only can-
didate for Mayor who supports
the fight for Negro repre-
sentation in government, had-
urged the Negre organizations
to confer, adopt a platform,
and pick one or two candidates
for  Council who would be
truly - representative of the
Negro. community and inde-
pendent of the capitalist par-

the eyes of the powerful landed
class, .

S

' ties.

Negro Representation in Detroit

~elections,

This didn’t happen. Instead,
15 Negroes filed for Council
on their own, some with con-
siderable community support,
others representing nobody
but themselves. Sentiment is
growing for a united campaign
behind one or two with the
best chance of heing elected.

The picture will not be
clarified until later this week.
when the period for withdraw-
als will expire. Mrs. Lovell is
expected to have a statement
then presenting the socialist
attitude on this important
guestion.

The Socialist Workers Party

has supported independent
Negro candidates for Com-
mon, Council in many previous

here is how the -
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