A New Battle
For Free Speech

An Editorial

For the last ten years a horde of government agencies
have been at work in America seeking to impose a police
state on the country.

By means of “investigations,” screenings, deporta-|
tions, jailings — and even executions as in the Rosenberg
case — the agencies of Big Business have sought to total-
itarianize America.

For ten years, every setback the political police has

. suffered has been due to resistance of courageous indi-
viduals and groups, determined at all costs to upﬁold this
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country’s democratic traditions.

Their free-speech struggles will pave the way for
the mass intervention of the American working class in
the struggle against the police-staters that will end the
depredations of the political police.

The battle over the right of the American Forum —
For Socialist Education to organize and conduct untram-
meled discussions among various currents in the Social-
ist movement is now in the forefront of the battle for
free speech. The American Forum is defending its right
to organize discussions against an attempt by Sen. East-
land to suppress these activities by means of an ‘in-

vestigation.”

A. J. Muste, Nafional

Chairman of the American

Forum, challenged the political cops in the best tradltlons
of the socialist and free-speech movements.
He told the racist and witch-hunting senator that he

was not intimidated by the

attempted smear and would

not cooperate one mckel’s worth in the senatorial “in-

vestigation.”

The right-wing leaders of the Socialist Party-Social
Democratic Federation, however, responded in a different
way. They lined up on Eastland’s side and joined in the
hue and cry against the American Forum. Then they
served an ultimatum on all members of the SP-SDF who
‘had joined the National Committee of the Forum to get
. off or suffer expulsion from the party-federation.

' This was a disgraceful betrayal of democratic and
socialist principles by people who proclaim themselves
to be “democratic socialists.”

But neither

witch-hunt

clamor, mnor SP-SDF

treachery will keep genuine defenders of civil liberties
from rallying behind Muste’s resistance to the American
political police. Nor will it keep them from upholding the
American Forum’s democratic right to conduct its so-

cialist discussion program.

IN THIS ISSUE

“The SP Record on
Socialism and Democracy”
(See page 2)
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Morton Sobeil to Appeal
To U.S. Supreme Court

By Myra Tanner Weiss

May +27—The . case of Morton
Sobell, i{serving a B80-year term
in Alecatraz prison, will mow be
taken o the United States Su-
preme Court. Under appeal will
be the May 14 decision of the
U.S. Court of Appeals which ge-
fused to gramt Sobell either his
freedom or a new trial despite
conclusive mew evidence that an
injustice ‘was done ‘to this sciem~
tist.

The -decision of the U.S. Ap-
peals Court, written by Judge
Harold Medina and concurred in
by Judges Sterry Waterman and
Clarence Galston, is a document
filled with almost unbelievable
legal sophistries that show not
the slightest concern for either
truth or justice. For example,
‘Medina writes . that the proof
submitted by Sobell’s lawyers

- that Sobell was kidnapped ille-
gally from Mexico, ‘“merely sup-
plemented the proof of appel-
lant’s comnsciousness of guilt by
explaining his presence at the

trial, which appellant appears to|-

concede was not voluntary.”

TWISTED (LOGIC

How could proof that Sobell
was not allowed to return to
this country voluntarily be proof
of a ‘“constiousness of guilt”?
And what kind of twisted mind
could write the phrase—Sobell
“appears to concede” that his
presence at the trial “was not
voluntary”? How could Sobeil
“appear to concede” what he was
stoutly maintaining ?

Sobell’s lawyers pointed .out
that the prosecution knowingly
used perjured evidence, At the
trial in 1951 the jury was told
that Sobell had been “deported”
from Mexico, In any jury’s mind
there can be no: question that
“deportation” implied some kind
of legal procedure by the Gov-
ernment of Mexico. But Medina
wasn’t interested in the evidence
sulbmitted that proved Sobell was
not deported or evicted from
Mexico in any other -legal
fashion. Medina is satisfied that
Sobell was “deported” hecause
“he did mot return to 'the United
‘States volumtarily; and the ex-
pression ‘kicked out,” while per-
haps offensive to a refined ear,
described precisely what hap-
peited to him on Aug. 18, 1950.”

Judges are supposed to pro-
tect the legal rights of Amer-
ican citizens from arbitrary ac-

tion of their government. Sobell

charges that the FBI arranged
with Mexican cops, to have him

kidnapped and returned to the

U.S. where he was immediately
arrested. There was no extradi-
tion or deportation hearing of
any kind. Thus, Sobell charges,
he was neitner allowed to return
voluntarily nor wag he legally
deported, He was the victim of
a high-handed zct on the part
of the government, And the
judges instead of scoring this
high-handed act uphold it by
means of word jugglery. )
i{Sobell’s lawyers charged that
the prosecution concealed evi-
dence that would have been an
aid to the defense. In particular,
the prosecution had in its posses-
sion a vaccination certificate ob-
tained by Sobell in preparation
for his reburn to the United
States. Medina wrote, Sobell
“might well have claimed that
its possession demonstrated an
intention to return to the United

States, but the prosecutlon ‘would
just as hker have algued to
the confrary.”

How could the pmsecutlon use
such evidence to argue that So-
bell did not intend to return vol-
untarily? The evidence was in
the hands of the FBI and it was
not used to argue “to the con-
trary, as anyone can well im-
agine,

If the logic of these three
men, wielders of “impartial and
unpreju;dei-ced logic,” is a sample
of the reasoning of U.S. justices
in general then this profession
iz the most misnamed profea-
sion in the country. Now it is up
to the Supreme Court to show
the gquality of jits judgement, If
this bench fis not to iturn its :back
on Sobell’s just plea jas it has
in the past, popular ignorance
of the facts in this case must
be overcome.
then’ take the piace of apathy
and fear.

Indignation will|

Eastlaml A ttacI{ on Forum
Hlt by McAvoy and Laslow

MAY 27 — Two;of the four members of the Natlonal
Committee of the American Forum for Socialist Educa-
tion who were subpoenaed by Senator Eastland’s Internal

Security Subcommittee made thew

following statements to the Mili-
tant. Clifford T. McAvoy s:id:

“There has never been an or-
ganization less like a Communist
front than the American Forum
for Socialist Education. Made up
of people - houding highly diver-
gent views, it is a true cross-
section- of “the American radical
movement, More important it
hos no program whatsoever, but
was set up solely for purposes
of "education.

“These considerations wmake
the attack of thé Senate Inter-
nal Security Subcommittee all
the more reprehensible. The at-
tack is a brazen attempt to: sti-
fle freedom of speech and to
prevent freedom of association.

“Too much. praise cannot be
given to the Rev. A.J. Muste for

his - militant assertion of the
right of freedom of speech., Cer-
tainly ‘all of those who believe
in -the Constitution  ean do. no
less than to join with him ‘in
refusing, to concede that the
Congress . has -any right to in-
vestigate in the area of pohtlcal,
belief.

“The all-important facts about
the Forum are its two princi-
ples: non-exclusion and complete
freedom of discussion. There is
great hope for a remaissance of
the American radical movement
if enough Americans are willing
to stand up and fight for these
elementary ‘prmc1ples of genuine
Americanism.”

Milton Zaslow said: “All. in-
fokmiation concérning the Aimel-

(Contmued on page 4)’
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Committee Steps Up
Assault on Socialist Forum

A.).Muste Tells Witch-Hunter

That He

By George Lavan

ill Defy Inquisition

, NEW YORK, May 28 — “I must on grounds of conscxence and in line with
my conception of my duty as a citizen in a democratic society, decline to answer the
questions in your letter, written by you as Chairman and on behalf of the Senate In-
ternal Security Subcommittee. . . Should I be subpoenaed to appear before the In-
ternal Security Subcommittee, it would be impossible for me to do more than appear

and state my reasons for de-®

clining to answer questions
of the nature set forth in

your letter.”” This was the firm.

stand taken by Rev. A. J. Muste,
chairman of the recently formed
American Forum — For Socialist

Education against the latest at-,

tack of the witch hunters.
The demand that Muste - sub-
mit to am inquisition about the
American ‘Forum was made by
the notorious racist, ‘James O.
Eastland, chairman of the Sen-
ate witch-hunt committee. It €ol-
lowed the issuing of subpoenas

for four miembers of the Nation-!
al Committee of the -Ameérican!

Forum and the haling of one of

the four, Dr. Albert Blumpberg,]

before Senator John M. Butler,
sitting as a ome-man board of
inquisition on May 21. Blumberg,
one of the two Communist. Party
members - on- the .40-man’ Nation-
al Committee of the Amemm

Forum, refused to answer 'the
_questions- put. to.him because of
“‘theis! subject- matter. and. because
of the mature of the proceedmgs
He declared that such-.questions
could not conceivably.serve any
legislative point and. that they]
viplated. his political rights un*

der the Fnst and, bxfth Amend—w

ments.
The concerted attack of thé

Eastland Committee agzunst the!

American Forum is but the latest
phase of the campaign that.Big-
Business
against it on May 13, On that
date a press release sent out by
Chairmaz A. J. Muste ‘announced
the formation of the: Forum,:its

purpose (to afford @ vehicle. for|U
.alongside uttering their yelps.
‘The May 27

free and untrammeled discussion
for all socialist-minded ‘tenden-
cies and individuals),. its officers
‘and its National Committée of 40
prominent individuals; represent-

ing every shade of the socialist|

spectrum ia the U.S, ...

HOWL IN THE PRESS
Speaking for the gutter press
the next day, New York’s Daily
News demanded that ‘“the Sern-
ate Internal Security Committee]
look into this mob without de-
lay.” The more sedate New Yotk
Times culminated three days of
biased reporting’ wbout the Amel-

interests. launched,

A J. MUSTE

‘wan Forum w1th an edltorxal at-
“backing it. Subsequently the New
York Herald Tribune and other

key Big Business newspapers
Ahroughout the country have
chlmed .in with their demands
that the American Forum be
knled Tiie profession.] red-bait-
m&r columnists such as Herbert
(I Led Three Lies) Philbrick and
Fulton Lewis, Jr., have heen par-

‘ticularly blood-thirsty in their
‘propaganda and crude in their at-
‘tempts. to portray the organiza-
‘tion as a “Communist front.” -

“;As might be expected when the
reactionary pack is, in' full ery,
the social democrats are running

‘New Leader, the
most important journal of social-
democratic opinion, * features. an
article by Diana Trilling attack-
mg the American Forum.

.She professes to see a gigantic

| plot originating in Moscow and

the 20th Congress attack on ‘Sta-
lin as a hoax to permlt Commun-
ist Party members in countries
like the U.S. to pretend they are
disgusted with Stalinism and
éven to pretend to quit the CP

‘just in’order to becomwe respecta-

‘ble enough to discuss with other
- (Continued on page 4)

By Harry Ring

Back in 1955 a \CIO spokeman
warned that if the pending But-
ler Bill was passed, “We will
have taken a long step toward
requiring \that every worker car-
ry ia police card attesting to his
loyalty in order to'get twork. And
if that jever happens we have
exchanged the {freedom of Am-
erican democracy for the tyran-
ny of a police istate.”

Although the Butler Bill has
not yet been enacted into law,
its central aim—the blacklisting
of union militants under the
guise of combatting “saboteurs”
and ‘“espionage agents”—has
been pushed steadily ahead by
U.S. Big Business and its gov-
ernment. This alarming fact is
documented in the May 2 issue
of The Reporter. The magazine
reveals how the (Industrial Per-
sonnel Security Program, set up
by President Truman in 1949, is
being used to realize the anti-
labor objectives of the .Butler
Bill.

KREZNAR (CASE
To underscore-the “serious im-
plications for the labor move-

ment and the American public”

of the Industrial Personnel Se-
curity Program, The Reporter

describes the case of one of those'

Gov't H

its Unions With Police-State ?creenmgs

victimized by the screening pro-
gram. He is Stephan L. Kreznar,
a Milwaukee telephone worker.
Kreznar was fired by the Wis-
consin Telephone Company- after
15 years of satisfactory service
for failing towin clearance from
the government in a company-
initiated security check. Kreznar,
who has taken his case . into
federal court, was screened on
grounds of alleged membership
in the Socialist Workers Party
which is included on the Atty
General’s “subversive” list. Krez-
nar denies such  membership but
freely concedes having attended
SWP meetings,
KEY FACT ’
A key |fact in the case, The
Reporter ipoints out, is ,that
“Kreznar was ‘investigated by
the )government jat the request
of the phone company litself, al-
though the tompany had no de-
fense icontracts jin the area \where
Kreznar ‘was employed. The com-
pany in effect itook advantage

of W vague security regulation|

in order to have Kreznar screen-
ed.” The comspanys ‘case, which

was upheld by the government,
rested largely on the contention
that it anticipated a government
contract some time in the fu-
ture.

While company lawyers didn’t
bother saying so, the real issue

1s that Kreznar had been a long-
time militant in Local 5501 of

the Communications Workers of
America, AFL-CIO, and was
president of the local when he
was fired. According to The Re-
porter, one union official de-
scribed . Kreznar as ‘‘conscien-
tious,” “issue-orientéd,” a ‘“hard
fighter in collective bargaining.”

CI0 NEWS STAND

The May 3 issue of the Wis-|

consin (IO News spelled out the
meaning of the Kreznar case

 when it declared “Kreznar is be-

ing hounded because he was a
strong urion man and the com-
pany used this as a pretext for
ridding the company of a uniow
militdnt.” The statement by the
CIO News is a sign that sections
of the labor officialdom are be-
coming alarmed over the activ-
ities of the political police in
America.

SCOPE

"The Reporter underscores the
broad scope of the anti-labor,
witch-hunting pattern which the
Kreznar case symbolizes. Three
million workers in 21,000 plants
with government defense con-
tracts or subcontracts came un-
der the purview of the govern-
ment “screening” program. The
companies are granted the right
to do their own security screen-

ing on another two million work-
ers classified as less “sensitive.”

PRIVATE SCREENING

In addition, The Reporter
points out, “Systematic /loyalty-
security programs have cropped
up in a pumber of industries not
connected with defense work.-.

In most {cases such’ mdustrles
employ yletective agencies to do
the “screening.” -

The real aim of the ‘“screen-
ing”—-+both ~governmental and
private—was stated in a 1952
Keport on Industrial Security by
the National Iadustrial Confer-
ence Board. It said:

“Even if you don’t have a
trained saboteur in -hire, Indus-
trial Security can pay you off
in peacetime. It can help you
rid your plant of agitators who
create labor unrest, who promote
labor grievances, slowdowns and
strikes and encourage worker
antipathy to management.”

‘SUBVERSIVE LIST’

The Reporter makes clear that
the key weapon in this anti-labor
attack is the Attorney General's
list of 308 “subversive” organi-
zations. It says: “Only one or-
ganization on the list has been
given. a hearing, yet industriai
or security regulations hold that
membership in or association

with memlbers of the branded
organizations are factors to be
considered in meajs«uringﬁ a m:n’_s
security standing.”

That the ‘subversive”: led: was
designed .as a weapon -hot only
against radicals but against the
labor movement as a whole is
becommg more . apparent . dzily.
therally thousands of wunion
militants like Kreznar. have been

blacklisted out of industry ‘by|"

use of the list. Such' reactionary
gangs as ‘the House Un-Amer-

ican Activities [Committee and] :

the Senate Internal Security:
subcommittee, alarmed with the
list, jJare becoming increasingly
bold dn ‘their .moves to smear
militant Jocal unions. This s jl-
lustrated by the current attacks
on the jFord and Dodge locals
of the UAW: reported elsewhere
iny 'this issue. (See page four)

SCAB ROLE

In addition te the operations
of the: “screening” program, the
Subversive  Activities. Control
Board is currently engaged, un-
der provisions of the ‘Communist
Control Act,
unions of their legal rights. Al-
ready - before the board are the
Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers
and the United Electrical Work-
ers (Independent).

lOrgamzed labor must mobilize

1. versive”. list .and the.

in trying ‘to strip]

its forces to combat the steadily

:grorwmg anti-union witch -hunt.

. Failure to knock wout the “sub-
“screening”
process can mean. that it will be
only a matter of time before
every [American worker will have
to “carry a’police card attesting
to his Jloyalty in. order to get
work.” ,And then the capitalist
class will have @achieved “the
tyranny of a police state.”

1,500 Turn Out for
Sohell Boat Ride

Approximately 1,500 New
Yorkers' took the boat ride up
“the Hudson River under the
auspices of the Committee to
- Secure Justice.for Morton So-
bell en May 26. Hundreds of
others .who were unable  to
spend the day on the excur-
sion helped to assure the fi-
nancial success -of tie event
with their comtributioms. The
trip ‘to Bear Mountain was

made . with a great deal of |
spirit. Hundreds® of ' young
people sang songs. Special
games were organized for the
children. The struggle to free
Sobell from prison won many

new friends,

4
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Muste and
Eastland
Letters |

The following are texts of a.
letter from Senator Eastland (D-
Miss.) to A.J. Muste, National
Chairmian of the American- Fo-
Tum — For ISocialist Education,

and of a reply by Muste to East-
land.

May 17, 1957
Dear Mr. Muste: ;

The - Internal Security Sub-
committee has scheduled a hear-
ext Tuesday on the nature
he - Ametican Forum for So-
cialist Education. This is in con-
nection with the Subcommltteea
inquiry into the nature of Com-
mmunist activities in the United
States. .

You are listed as Chairman
of the Forum, and therefore I
would appreciate your answering
just a few questions about the
organization. It would be most
helpful if I had your reply by
Tuesday, in which event it will
be put into the record on that
day. In any event I ask you
these questions for the record.

The Subcommittee would like
to know from you to what ex-
tent Mr. Albert E. Blumberg was
a moving factor in ‘the forma-
tion of the American Forum for
Socialist Education: Would you
tell ‘us the: extent-of your deal-
ing with Mr. Blumberg in this
and all related matters during
the last eighteen months? Did
you present a memo to Mr.
Blumberg outlining an exchange
of opinion on the whole subject
of a union by the Communist
and “Socialist-minded groups?: If
you did present such a memoran.
dum; weuid you supply the Sub-
committee with a copy thereof?

Wiil you tell us also of your
dealings with other representa-
tives of the Communist Party,
U.S.A, vn‘rh relatlon to the
qum"

The Subcommittee would like
to have a full account of the
following matters pertaining to
the formation of the American
Forum for Socialist Education:

(1) When and by whom wass
the formation of this organiza-
tion first suggested to you? )

(2) Who handled contacts with
prospective members of the
AFFSE national committee? To
what extent were these contacts
personal, and to what extent by
mail ?

(3) What meetings have been
held, when, and where, attended
by persons now members of the
AFFSE naticral committee, at
which fornwstion .of the. AFFSE
and related matters were dis-
cussed?

(4) Has each of the 40 mem-

\ .

bers of the AFESE national com- -

mittee personally assented to
serving as such? To whom, and-
in what form, were such assents’
given? Does each of these 49.
members have an equal vote in
management of the affairs of the

AFFSE?

(5). Is there any group or
body other than the AFFSE na-
tional commi‘tee which is or will
be concerned with AFFSE polia
cy or adraimisiration? Whe arve
the menibers of the adiminisira-
tive and executive staff of the
AFFSE?

1 ask you also to inform the

(Continued on page 3)
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"The

[Text of Murry Weiss’ presen-
tation in the debate with -Max
‘Shachtman on “What Road to
Socialist Regroupment?”’]

The most revealing
inte the significance of the cur-
rent discussion on socialist re-
groupment, is provided by the
events of the last ten days.’

On May 13 the launching of
the American Forum — For So-

- cialist Edueation was- announced.
The 40-member National Com-
mittee showed that the Forum
project was backed by a widely
representative §gTroup of radical
organizations in the U.S.

The Communist Party and the
Socialist Workers Party were
both represented. There were a
half-dozen or so individuals of
the Socialist Party-Social Dem-
ocratic Federation on the Com-
mittee.,

Prominent figures of 'the radi-
cal and progressive labor move-
ment, like the chairman of this
evening, Clifford T. McAvoy,
were listed.

The [launching pf a forum to
organize , the ; discussion that
erupted las 'a cansequence of the
crisis of world ;Stalinism, pro-
voked the direct interventiom of
the journalistic land Tegislative
representatives of KWmerican ca-
pitalism.

The New York ‘T1mes, May 15,
published a gtern editorial con-

insight

P

No discussion between ‘“‘genuine
American radicals” and the be-
vond-the-pale ‘Communist Party
will be permitted,

The Daily News the same day
was even more blunt: “We sug-
gest that the Senate Internal
Security Committee look into
this mob without delay; also,
that the Attorney General make
inquiries as to whether he ought-
n’t to add it swiftly to his list
of subversive organizations.”

The voice of the master class
was heard and the servants re-
gponded—swiftly.

‘The Eastland Senate Security
Sub-Committee subpoenaed five
members of the American Forum
National Committee, including
Albert Blumberg of the Commu-

the Committee for Socialist Uni-
ty.

At the same time, another ser-
vant of

of the SP-SDF, stirred them-

—~Present and

Forum. They forced one SP-SDF

SP-SDF participants. Resign
from the Forum or be expelled
from the party. You have ten|W

taining a warning: Break it up!

Singer Rebukes N.

Herman Singer, National Sec-
rebary of the SP-SDF hastened
to write a letter to the May 18
Times. He rebuked the Times for
failing “to make rclear... that
the American Forum is not rep-
resentative of socialist thought
in America.” Only the SP-4SDF
represents “socialist thought” by
virtue of its affiliation to the
‘Second International.

Singer says, “The iSocialist
parties of Great Britain, France,
Belgium, Germany, Sweden, Nor-
way and Denmark which are af-
filiated with ‘the Socialist Inter-
national have consistently con-
demned Soviet tyranny and ad-
vocated the widest idemocratic
rights ifor 'workers on both sides
of the Iron Curtain.”” (Our em-
phiasis)

That’s a lie, isn’t it, Shacht-
man? Take but one example:

. 'The SP government of Guy
Mollet in. France has, until its
fall the other day, been in charge
of the dirty war of French im-
perialism in Algeria, hasn’t it?

In this dirty war, French
capitalism, under the steward-
ship of the iSecond International
party of Mollet, has committed
atrocities of mass torture. and
slaughter that rival the record
of Hitlerism, hasn’t it?

To strangle the (voice of joppo-
sition from the (French working
class to their dirty war, the Mol-
let government jwent so far as to
attempt to indict the French
Trotskyists ;before a military
court under a law that carried
the death penalty. Isn’t that so?

Now the National Secretary
of the SP-SDF dares to say that
the parties of the iSecond iInter-

days to decide.

Y. Times

national fight for

spokesman of socialism in Am-
erica on the sole fact that it is

Mollet.

Doesn’t this call to mind the
words of Max Shachtman, not
the Shachtman here on this plat-
form, but the Shachtman of 20
years ago, who said in the June
1938 issue of the Ne'w Interna-
tional:

“To condemmn the Comintern
is pretty easy nowadays and
sometimes pretty cheap. [It has
hecome easier and cheaper in ‘the
year 1957, I might add.] It would
be more serious if the SP were
to sweep clean the thickly be-
smirched doorstep of its own
irtermational first Isn’t it
what those accustomed to strong
~1ang‘uage would call - loathsome
hypocrisy to condemn one gang-
ster and to cover in silence ano-
ther, just as guilty.”

Perhaps Shachtman can take
these wordy ns the theme for an
up-to-date article, using Singers’
boasts of SP-SDF affiliation to
the Second International as a
take-off. And while he’s at it,
let him comment on how logical
it is that the SP-SDF bureau-

baiting ‘crusade wgainst an or-
ganized, inclusive discussion
among radicals in the U.S.
while whitewashing the ecrimes
of the “socialist”-imperialists
abroad!

But thardly! The Shachtman

of ftoday has |noth§ng but soft

Regroupment Discussed
At Cleveland Symposium

CLEVELAND, May 27 —

“Socialist Regroupment —

Its Advisability and Possibilities,” was the subject of a
symposium held here last night under the auspices of

the Cleveland Open
Speakers were Jerry McDermott
of the Independent Socialist
League, R. Himmel of the Social-
ist Workers Party, B. Hendrick
of the Young Socialist League
and C. B. Cowan of the Revolu-
tionary Workers League. The So-
cialist Party-Social Democratic
Federation, the Communist Par-
ty and the ‘Socialist Labor Party
declined invitations to partici-
pate.

McDermott, speaking for the
ISL, called for a regroupment in-
side the SP-SDF, and said that
such a regroupment should in-
clude all tendencies, but that the
united' organization could not
take the “public position that
Russia is' a workers’ state.” He
said the politics of the SP-SDF
“are not perfect, but they’re not
the worst.”

Cowan said the RWIL feels that
regroupment does not mean the
same thing as organizational uni-
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ty and that there are opportuni-
ties for united activities between
different groups without giving
up their organizational independ-
ence and their programs.

Hendrick, representing  the
YSL, agreed ‘that regroupment
should take place in the SP-
SDF. “It is hard to recruit youth
these days,” he said. “They want
respectability.” The SP-SDF, he
continued, is acceptable to such
people.
good reputation and never has
been in trouble with the govern-
ment.”

iSpeaking for the SWP, Him-
mel pointed out that unity is un-
realistic without wgreement on
main principles. Characterizing
the program of the SP-SDF as
“State Department socialism,”
he declared that those who de-
mand regroupment in such an or-
ganization are “trying to corral
everyone into a unity that is hos-
tile to the traditions of social-
ism.”

The ISL, he observed, rules out
regroupment with any group that
holds there is anything progres-
sive in the Soviet Union, “but
it is perfectly okay with them if}-
such a regroupment gives blanket
endorsement to American imper-
ialism as the ISP-SDF does.”

To this approach Himmel coun-
terposed a broad discussion on
socialist fundamentals leading to
a new agreement around revolu-
tionary principles. He expressed
confidence in the success of a
“revolutionary” as counterposed

té.a “reformist” regroupment,

rist Party and CHff McAvoy of ||

the American ruling|
class, the right-wing bureaucrats!

selves from their customiary le-:
thargy and jumped to attention
accounted for!
They moved in to torpedo the

participant to resign from the

committee; they issued a bureau-
cratic ukase to the rest of the

“the widest
democratic rights for workers on
both sides of the Iron Curtain”
and to base his claim thiat the
SP-SDF is the only legitimate

afifiliated to the international of!

crats should engage in a red-|

“It is clean and has al

| tion,

MURRY WEISS

words -and obsequious flattery

The episode of the attack on
the  American 'Forum, vreveals
the ‘class context.in which the
‘discussion on socialist regroup-
ment is taking place.
initial " stimulus of the Soviet
ing elass “force in the world,
whose  renewed
movement produced the erisis
in: the "Soviet bureaucracy. that
dame -to the attention of  the
whole world through the 20th
Cmrgress of the Communist Par-
ty of the Soviet Union.

Next, there was the revolu-
tionary  uprisings in FEastern
Europe, which proved that the
June 1958. general strike in East
Germany and the mass strike of
political . prisoners in Vorkuta
were not incidental or isolated
events.

The world crisis of : Stahmsm
hroke out with full. force, af-
fecting every Communist. party;
the .ranks of Communist work-
ers everywhere were ..shocked
and horrified at the Khrushchev

for ‘the social:democratic scoun-
drels who represent the Second|
Jnternational jn ithis country. . |

First, there was the profound
orkers, ‘the second largest-work-

revolutlonary'

and Stalinism to be everything

1 we Trotskyists said it was.

The 'Communist workers turn-
ed with gscorn and fury on those
who had lied to them and be-
trayed them; step by step they
found their way to comradely
discussions with revolutionary
socialists, The ranks ¢f the Com-|
munist parties began to search
for the road back to the program
of Leninism. Barriers to discus-
sion with the Trotskyists broke
down, despite every attempt of
the die-hard Stalinist bureau-
crats to maintain them.
opened ithat tens of ‘thousands
of Communist workers, betrayed
by Stalinism, (would forge a bond
of mmderstanding with revolu-
tionary socialists, and find a
way . to group together with
them in a icommon party — a

‘| party that would stand for the

principles of class-struggle . so-
 cialism, the . complete political
independence ;of .the working
class and irreconcilable opposi-
tion to ithe ,Stalinist and eocial-
democratic ‘bureaucracies.

This is the prospect the So-
cialist Workers Party is working
for in the regroupment crisis, We
say that the task of the hour is to
orgenize and advance the discus-
ston of principle. After decades
<f betrayal and ideological . de-
moralization of the revolutionary
vanguard, perpetrated by both
the Social Democracy and Sta-
linism, the opportunity to shatter
the grip of the labor bureaucra-
ctes on the consciousness of the
workers, has once again offered
itself—primarily as a result of
the new .stage in the Russian
Revolution,

How can this process be ad-
vanced fexcept ‘by wpatient and
systematic discussion, supple-
mented and reinforced by united
action in the class struggle?

To be sure, such a prospect en-
ccunters enormous obstucles, par-
ticularly here in the U.S. The
power of the American ruling
elags is great; and, as wé have
seen, it will be exerted fully and
brutally to oppose and disrupt a
revolutionary socialist regroup-

revelations which proved. Stalin

- On the side of the capitalists
is the whole ‘atmosphere in the
United States, which, despite in-
dications of a- change such as
mamfested by the historie strug- |
gie of the Neg’ro people for full
equality, remaing fundamentally
unider the influence of cold-war,
witch-hunt, armaments-pros'perl-
ty and reaction.

‘The whole radieal movement in
the U. 8.
mainstream of the powerfully or-
ganized and bureaucratized labor
movement., The class-collabora-
tionist Tabor bureaucracy, includ-
ing its fringe of social-democrat-
ic ideological prostitutes of cap-
italism, has acted as the mbin
supvort of WallStreet rule in the
ranks of the labor movement.

This bureaucracy, the American
equivalent of the reformist bu-
reaucracies in Eutrope, has driven
the imperialist witch hunt deep
into the unions during this last
cold-war decade. Thousands of
radical and militant workers
have been purged from the fac-
‘tories and union locals and black-
listed by thie trade-union State
Departnient cops, in collusion
with the would- be secret political
pohee——the FBI.

The radicals for all their mis-
takes, and for all the eriminal:
betrayals of Stalinism and re-
formism, have not imposed this:
isolation on themselves. The iso-
lation was imposed on them by:
u feroeious campaign, waged by
the capitalist ruling class and the
trade-union (bureaucrats,

That is ‘the cold-war reality
about the isolation of radicalism.
It cannot be overcome by any-
thing less than the combined ef-
fect of a new radical wave of
class aetion by ‘the American
workers, plus the revolutionary
socialist regroupment of the rad-
ieal workers themselves. -

A regrouped ahd revitalized
revolutionary vanguard in the
U.B. can play a decisive role in
assuring the vietory of the mext
massive wave of working-class

First of all, Shachtman, we
have proposed the unity of rev-
‘olutionary socialists, not the uni-
ty of reveolutidnary socialists with
social-democrats on the discred-
ited and treacherous program of
reformism. The task of the re-
groupmemt discussion, in our
opinion, is to-determine who are
the revolutionary socialists and
on what basis they can unite.

"We think ‘that thousands of
workers and radical youth who
were trapped by Stalinism: want
to lbe revolutionary wocialists.
The shattering of the iStalinist
monolith has opened the road for
them ‘and for ‘the revolutionary
socialists to unite. The task is
to assemble these forces in one
organization. We make no con-
dition that it be our ovganiza-
or.'do we say that it must

is isolated from the

ment,

Bureaucrats Aid Wall Street

radicalism. ‘The revolutionary
vanguard Paces the task of head-

with political subservience to the
;capitalist-parties -and- launch: a
mdependen't Labor Party. This
task cannot be accomplished un-
less ‘the socialist vanguard is
completely free of any triace of
conciliation with the ideology and
_power of the labor bureaucracy
or ‘any political tendency that
wants to subordinate the strug-
glé for soecialism to conciliation
with the bureaucracy.

‘The task of the hour, I repeat,
is the-preparation for the new
radical upsurge ‘that is sure to
come as a result of the erisis of
of world capitalism and the col-
lapse of the artificial armaments-
prosperity in the UJS. The task
of preparation means -above all
the welding together of the rev-
olutionary-minded workers
through a discussion that will
bring Leninist clsrity in place of
confusion and demoralization.

But along comes 'Shachtman
and says: Why do you wcall this
a policy of regroupment? You
are only' out to recruit a few
members to yvour little sect;
vow're omly interested in some
“commando raids” to split exist-}
ing organizations — you're dis-
honest ‘to talk .of “socialist
unity.”"

to-God, unity proposal.
unity proposal, everybody gets
united—right away. There are
only .a few small conditions.
Nothing to get aroused about—
not unless you're a split-happy
sectarian, of course. All you have
to do is join with me in ‘drop-
ping  your principles—after all,
where did they get you up to

you have to do is stop ‘this quib-
this I[SP-SDF which is a genuine,

democratic socialist organization
and offers us a chance to build

a significant socialist movement.

Unify Revolutionary Socialists

be- on -the full . program of the
SWP. )

We have published our views
on what we propose as points for
discussion -between the wvarious
tendencies. Here it is in pam-
phlet form: Regroupment: A
Progran;matxc Basis for Discus-
sion of Socialist Unity, a state-
ment by the SWP National Com-
mittee. In this statement we say
that before a' general unifica-
tion be attempted “we first ex-
plore the different views, clarify
the different positions, and try
to reach agreement on at least
the minimum fundamentals . ., .
before ‘durable
conclusions can- be reached.”

We are convinced that out of|
-such' a discussion fand through
common struggle on such issues |

as civil liberties and. civil righis

Thus ithe encouraging prospect|

ine-up the movement to break]-

Didn’t Invent Charge

Look at me, SHavchtman says, |
I've got a real, genuine,' honest- |
In my|

now ?—and join the SPJSDF. All{

bling and squabbling and get into |}

organizational |

a revolutionary socialist unifica-
tion will come. What has this
approach in common with the
fairy tales spread by Shachtman
regarding our alleged ulti-
matism?

All the eoncrete org’amzatlon-
al steps towards a unity can-
not be foreseen at this time. It
depends pmmamly on the fate of
the discussion in and around the
Communist Party. It depends on
the further influence wof the
events in the class stluggle, both
internationally and in thxs coun-
try. -

Some immediate steps are pos-
sible; aunited front actions are
both possible and necessary. It
is possible, for example to take
a concrete step towards the
unification of revolutionary so-
cialist youth into one organiza-
tion. The SWP has proposed that

Shachtman’s “Entry” Tactic

Such an’ entry move is, of
course, permissible and, under
certain conditions, necessary. The
process of building a revolution-
.ary party can lead through many
organization forms, and any sec-
tarian dogmatism which makes
a fetish of a particular organi-
zation can prove very harmful ‘to
this process.

But what has this to do with
Shachtman’s proposal? Nothing

~

whatsoever! The first condition]|-

of a revolutionary socialist entry
move into an organization do-
minated by reformists ig that the
revolutionists remain firm
their principles. "The first condi-
tion of - Shachtman’s proposal,
however, is that revolutionists
give up their principles and in a
dishonest way 'adopt the princi--
ples of the social-democrats.
iIShachtiman says, for example:
Let everybody “freeze” their po-
sitions on the Russian question,
which has been the main cause
of the splits in the socialist move-
ment since 1917, ‘ ‘
Everybody? Well, not exactly!
Shachtman doesn’t ask the so-
cial-democrats to freeze their po-
sition. Their position, according
to his proposal, will only be the
official position of the party.:
That’s perfectly all right with;
Shachtman, and in accordance
with the very nature of things,
But here’s the giveaway—the
cute little gimmick Shachtman

diences, '‘Shachtman tries to give

in}

has invented. In his democratic

Do you think I exaggersdte?
Don’t accuse me of inventing this
—it’s the charge of an associate
editor of Labor Action, ‘Gordon
Haskell, one of Shachtman’s co-
workers, who is opposed to his’
proposal hecause it is not for a
“healthy wocialist unity.” Here's
what Haskell has to say uabout
Shachtman’s proposal in the
March issue of Forum, a discus-
sfon bulletin of the ISL -which
can lbe purchased at their office:

“It has been argued that if the
ISL can get into the SP-SDF on
‘any basis,” five minutes after
we lare in, we can change the
program. of*the party as we will.
Such an assertion is utterly mis-
leading. No one wants to unite
with the SP-SDF and then split
it. If the SP-SDIF . leadership is’
not willing to negotiate with wus
on any basis whatever; if even
the suggestion that we want .to
talk about perspectives and pro-
gram would end twll discussion
‘with them, what would their re-
action be if, after they had been

programmatic changes? Obvious-

convinced we were _utterly harm-

.per, the .editor of Labor Action,

its youth join the Young Social-®
ist League and work loyally to
build it as the nucleus of a broad
revolutionary  youth movement
in the United States.

This particular step depends,
of course, on whether Shachtman
fails in his attempt to convince
the YSL to abandon its independ-
ence and subordinate itself polit-
ically and organizationally to the
State Department ‘‘socialist” bu-
reaucrats of the SP-SDF.

But what of Shachtman’s uni-
ty proposal? Let’s get one thing
clear. In talking to certain au-

the impression that he is merely
proposing that revolutionary so-
cialists enter the {SP-SDF in or-
der to promote a regroupment
of revolutionary socialist forces
in that way.

socialist paradise of the SP-SDF,
revolutionary socialists will be
permitted to hold private views
on such strange notions that the
working class should defend the
nationalized and planned econo-
my of the Soviet :ceuntries
against any attempt of imperial-
ism to restore private capitalist
property. These views you can
hold privately and occasionally
even discuss them.

proposmon you can never get
your. wviews officially adopted.
Because, IShachtman says, the
American workers, whose views
he knows intimately, will never
tolerate any commitment to the
ides that there is anything pro-
gressive, whatsoever, about the
Soviet Union.

And, just coincidentally,
s«acred cows of the SP-SDF bu-
reaucracy won’t tolerate such
views either —so forget about
fighting for them —in the SP-
SDF, .

And in case these considera-
tions 'don’t give you an idea of
what “democratic” life will be
like in the SP-SDF, Shachtman
has made it clear that he and
his colleagues will be right there
to keep the left wirg in line—
and restrain it from any such
rash acts as fighting for its po-
‘sition. In a word, Shachtman pro-
‘poses to police the left wing for
the SP-SDF.

less and despite their suspicions
and misgivings had been cajoled
into looking the other way while
we crawled in the back door—
what, if after such a ‘unity,” not
after five minutes but after five
months, we began to press for

ly this could only lead to dis-
aster. The real meaning of such |
a unity would be a prolonged si-
lence on our part, broken only for
the purpose of policing any of
our people, or others who might
be suspected of being our peop*l-_e,
who might raise their voices to
demand such «changes ” (Haskell’s
emphasis.)

Does this description, by one
of Shachtman’s own comrades-in-
arms, correspond to a revolution-
ary entry tactic? Or is it a for-
mula for eapitulation to :Soc1a1
Democracy ?

You think capitulation might
be too strong a word? Let’s see
what another co-worker of
Shachtman has to say in this|
same issue of Forum. Hal Dra-

New York
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cord on Socialism and Democrac

Weiss, Shachtman Debate
Issue of Socialist Unity

NEW YORK — The only organization today that can
serve as. the pole of attraction for regroupment of social-
ists in Ameriea is the Socialist Party — Social Democratie

Federation, said Max Shachtman,®

National Chairman of the Inde-
pendent Socialist League in a de-
bate, May 24. His opponent wias
Murry Weiss of the Socialist
Wovkers  Party. (See text of
Weiss presentation on this page.)
Clifford T. McAvoy of the Com-
miftee for Socialist Unity was
dhairman

“The SP+SDF is the only one of
the various socialist propaganda
groups, Shachtman claimed, that
hias the opportunity -to become
a broad socialist movement. The
principal argument advanced by
Shachtman for his contention
was that the Socialist Party “is
associated with the democratic
soctalist tradition” and “was not
Held by the American workers to
be associated with Stalinism in
any way.” That gives it the op-
portunity—alone among all cur-
rent gocialist propaganda groups
—to 'become a broad socialist
movement.

The break-up of the Commun-
ist Party, Shachtman continued,
is creating a vacuum which can
be filled by a radical party will-
ing to be a “loyal, respectable
part of the American labor move-
ment.”. The .only one of the ex-
isting “sects” which can serve as
the rallying point for this de-
velopment is the SP-SDF.

Weiss  attacked Shachtman’s
proposal for joining the Socialist
Party as interfering with, rather
than aiding the patient and sys-
tematic discussion @mong radi-
cals which is necessary for the
regroupment of revolutionary so-
cialist forces in the U.S. He
poizrited to the anti-democratic,
anti-socialist record of the social
demociacy, in general, and its
participation in the lynch attack
on the American Forum for So-
cialist Education, in particular.

Shachtman did not seek to re-
fute Weiss’ charges against the

SP-SDF or document his own
claim that the organization pos-
sessed a record of upholding de-
mocracy and socialism. Nor did
he give a clear answer to Weiss’
question whether he would repu~
diate Leninism as the price for
being &llowed to join the SP-
SDF. “If Thomas wants me to
repudiate Leninism,” Shachtman
said, “he must first tell me what
it is he wants me to repudiate. I
don’t think Thomas knows whab
Leninism is.”

Shachtman further stated that
if he were inside the SP+SDF he
would favor “policing the :left
wing in such a way that it rea
mains. loyal and not cause splits.”*
This was in answer to an accusa=
tion by Weiss that Shachtman's
role in the SP would -be to police -
the left-wing for the sake of the
right-wing party bureaucrats.

Shachtman prefaced his sup-
port for the SP-SDF by declaring
that,the present isolation of rad-
icals in the U.S. cannot be ex-
plained by prosperity. (He did
not refer in any way to the witch
hunt.) First, he said, there is a
revulsion of the U.S. workers to
the Soviet Union and the crimes
of Stalinism, and to the radieal
movement, which they associate
with defense of the Soviet Union
and apology for Stalin’s crimes.
Second, he continued, the radicals
themselves are split into “inef-
fective  sects”  differentiated
mainly by their distinet positions
on the “Russian Question.”

The warious tendencies, said
Shachtman, should now ‘freeze”
their different positions on the
USSR and unite in a single or-
ganization. The only program-
matic condition he placed on the
unity was that the united party
must hold that there is “nothing
progressive whatsoever” about
the Soviet Union.

cid

who also opposes. the kind of
unity iShachtman wants, speaks
quite plainly- and clearly:.

. He. explaing that, Shachtmav’*

u*nty proposal is nelther a oro-|

posal for unity or entry.

He calls it euphemistically
a proposal for ‘“dissolution and
entry.” And what is the political
content of this dissolution and
entry ? Draper says:

“From the point of view which
Shachtman holds, it would be a
great error to.change the right-
wing politics of the SP. For
Shachtman thinks of his ‘unity’
perspective as setting up a move-
ment, or a simulacrum of a move-
ment, which appeals to the right.

‘Part of the value of the SP, for

Shachtman, is precisely its right-
wing appeal. Insofar as the SP
becomes ISL-ish, it loses part of
the very reason why Shachtinan
is so enthusiastic about dissolv-
ing into it mow. This is another
and even more basic reason why
‘(per Shachtmian) the J[SLers
must guard against changing the
right-wing political character of
the SP.” (Draper’s emphasis.)
Draper-says: “Comracde Shacht-
man becomes understandably ve-
‘hement in arguing that his pro-
posal doeg not mean capltula-

tion” to social-democracy. He be=
comes highly scientific and pre-
cise in his definition of ‘capitula«
tion.”” So Draper cuts  through
the terminological argument and
says:

“Let us instead use a very pre-
cise term. What the consequences
of the iShachtman line entailg is
a systematic political adaptation
to social-democracy.”

Draper continues: “No, Shacht-
man has not the slightest inten-
tion of repudiating his views. But
who will be so ‘sectarian’ as to
object if they were bent, fitted,
filed, rubbed down, carved, trim-
med or cold-storaged'so as to in- -
gratiate us as good-dogs with
the SP rlght wing 77,

This is Draper’s evaluation of
Shachtman’s line. And he didn’t
arrive. at it hastily. He spent a
whole year on the ISL Political
Commmittee ,trying to avoid an
open conflict, but finally had to

conclude that the differences
were “irrepressible.”
“Capitulation” or “systematic

political adaptation to social~
democracy”? You ¢an take your
choice,

~[The concluding part .of the
text -will be carried in our next
issue.— Ed. ]
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The State of the Witch Hunt

We have always held the highest re-
gard for I. F. Stone’s vigorous and con-
sistently principled participation in every
major civil liberties fight. And we cer-
tainly wish he were correct when he
said in the May 13 issue of I. F. Stone’s
Weekly that “While the Senate last week

was burying McCarthy, the U.S. Supreme

Court  buried McCarthyism.” Unfortun-
ately, he is wrong., '

Stone arrives at his opt1m1st1c view on
the basis of two recent, encouraging high
court decisions. In both the case of Ru-
dolph Schware of New Mexico and that
of Raphael Konigsberg of California, a
majority of the court voted that past
membership in the Communist Party, or
even present expression of -dissident
views, does not by “itself constltute suf-
ficient reason for’ barl‘mg, a man from
law practice.

There have been other recent’ Supreme
Court decisions whi¢h.' might seem to

bolster Stone's contention that “It looks

. like the witch hunt is drang‘ to its
close.”

charged with “harboring”
Party leader Robert Thompson in 1953.
Their conviction was . voided
they were victims of. 111egal search and
seizure by the FBI. Therecis-also the
government decision to drop plans for a
"new trial of unionist Ben Gold. His pre-
vious conviction: for alleged -violation of
the Taft-Hartley -non-Communist affida-
vit was voided because the FBI had in-
tlmldated members of the Jury

These include the reversal of the
conviction of - three California people .
Communist -

because

These and several other victories indi-
cate the fact that the easing of the cold-
war against the Soviet Union has slowed
down the witch hunt in some directions.
But a full estimate of the present trend
makes clear that a good deal of hard
fighting lies ahead to guarantee the fu-

ture of the Bill of Rights. Even in. its
most favorable decisions, the Supreme
Court has avoided tampering with the
basic witch-hunt structure. The “subver-

" sive” list, the “loyalty” purges, the Smith

Act trials and all other pieces of the
witech-hunters’ heavy artillery yet remain
to be knecked out.

And 'most decisive of all, is the fact
that the political police are turning their
guns on the entire labor movement.

The anti-union smear campaign being
carried on through the vehicle of the
McClellan committee is clearly designed
to pave the way for laws to help house-
break the unions and bring them under
ever-greater government control. This
housebreaking process is not isolated

from the simultaneous broadéning of the

‘practice ‘of screening union militants out

of industry. (See story page 1.) Along
with ‘the screening of individuals there

“has been the continuing activity of the

Subversive Activities Control Board aimed

" at smashing entire unions.

Until all of this comes under the attack
of an aroused labor movement, obituaries
for police-statism in America are not in
order

No Occuplers Wanted

In commenting on the May 24 demon.
strations against the U.S. in Taiwan (For-
mosa) precipitated by the release of a
U.S. soldier who had killed a Chinese,
Senate Democratic leader Johnson (D-
Texas) said he considered it “very regret-
table that people for whom we've done
80 much would destroy our buildings, and

tear down our flags because of one'in- -
cident.” It is true that the U.S. Govérn-

ment under the Democrats and the Re-
publicans has “done so much” for its pup-
pet regime on Taiwan, but for the peo-
ple of that island it is a different story.
A Chinese tailor in Tdipei explained
this in part to a writer for the N.Y. Times
(May 28). He told of a hostess in a bar
near his shop who had her front teeth
knocked out by GI's. The Nationalist Chi-
nese officials refused to aid her quest to
make the GI's pay for false teeth, telling
her “not to start trouble with an Amer-
ican.” The U.S. Army officials likewise
turned her down. She lost her job bécause
of her marred appearance.

It is clear that the Taiwah demonstra-
tions did not result from “one incident,”
but from innumerable intidents such as
this and from the nature of the job the
GI's are forced to do. They are sent over-
seas, in the .interests. of U.S. capitalist
profits,to defend puppet dictators against
the wrath of their own people, to occupy
conquered countries, ahd to maintain
bases from which attacks on colonial
revolutions or the Soviet:-orbit can be

launched. These are thankless, confusing,
degrading tasks, which in themselves tend
to brutalize the men who are forced to
carry them out.

On the other hand, the people who suf-
fer the backwardness and corruption of
the regimes which U.S. imperialism sup-
ports, and who fear the destruction of
their homelands in H-Bomb war, tend %
identify their unhappy plight with the
presence of U.S. troops.

Mags opposition to the presence of
troops has reached widespread and even
violent proportions in Britain, Germany,
Japan, Korea, Okinawa, the Philippine
Islands, other smaller countries, and most
recently in Taiwan. This is irrefutable
proof that U.S. military bases are not
helping the people there.

Moreover, the withdrawal of all U. S.
troops from abroad would be the great-
est aid the American people could pro-
vide to the workers in the Soviet bloc
struggling to throw off their.totalitarian
regimes and establish workers’ demo-
cracy. For it would lessen the threat of
capitalist military intervention in their
countries.

The solution to all these problems 1s
not to be found in devising new restric-
tions or punishments against individual
GI’s but in the withdrawal of all U.S. mili-

- tary forces from foreign lands and waters.

That is the only answer that is fair to
both the GI's and the foreign populations,
and which would be welcomed by each.

Letter from Farrell Dobbs
Corrects Daily Worker

Opposition in U.S.
To Nuclear Tests
Keeps Mounting

(The following detter was sent
by Farrell Dobbs, National Sec-
retary jof the [Socialist Workers
Party, fto the Daily Worker on
May 22.—Ed)

Fditor, Daily Worker '

In reporting a debate over the
class nature of the Soviet Union
between Joseph Clark of the
Daily Worker staff and Michael
Harrington of the Young Social-
ist League, your May 17 issue

~ makes important errors of fact,

The report designates as Trot-
skyist Harrington’s 'view that
the Soviet Union is ‘“neither
capitalist or socialist but bureau-
eratic collectivist.” Again, Max
Shachtman, with whom Harring-
ton is associated, is . described
as a Trotskyist leader in a pas-
sage of the report that cites how
Shachtman’s anti<Soviet views
have been utilized by the State
Department.

The fact of the matter is that
neither Harrington’s nor Shacht-
man’s views icoincide at all with
those that Leon Trotsky consist-
ently championed. Trotsky held
that the Soviet Union had suf-

fered bureaucratic degenerstion,|

but that it remained a workers’
state, nevertheless, by virtue of

the working class should defend

continued existence .of the na-

t‘onahzed property and of the
planned economy. He held that

the workers’ state against all
attempts at capitalist restora-
tion. Al the same time he held
to the mecessity of a political
revolution %o restore workers’
demperacy.

In 1940, Shachtman led a fac-
tion ‘in the Socialist Workers

Party which broke with Trotsky-
ism up anhd down the line in-
cluding Trotsky’s program of de-
fense of the Soviet Union against
jmperialism. Shachtman and his
supporters 'denied the validity
of such defense since they now
rejected the view that the Soviet
Union was a workers’ state aft
all. Trotsky vigorously combat-
ted their views. The dispute led
to Shachtman’s definitive split
from the SWP. The SWP and
the ‘Shachtman organization re-
miain divided on the Russian—
as well as many other—ques-
tions to -this day.

I call these facts to your at-
tention and make a request that
you correct your May 17 report

Mounting dread over the peril
resulting from the testing of nu-
clear weapons is reflected in the
public hearings by a Joint Con-
gregsional Committee on Atomic
Energy. Opening the hearings,
May 27, Rep. Holifield (D-Calif.)
said that he has received hun-
dreds of letters expressing grave
concern as to the poisonous ef-
fect of nuclear tests. He re-
vealed that a group of prominent
scientists are seeking an end to
the tests and ware now drawing
up a petition to that effect.

The move of the secientists co-
incides with a dramatic leap in
the number of Americans op-
posed to the tests. The Gallup
Poll reported, May 19, that a
current survey shows that 63%
of the American people now
favor the U.S. agreeing to stop
the tests. This figure is a
marked increase over the 24%

ber.

Despite efforts of Atomic En-
ergy to belittle the risks, more
information comes to light daily
indicating the opposite. The U.S.
Weather Bureau announced May
28 that the fearful Strontium
90, the bone-killing poison pro-
duced only by nuclear explosion,
has increased 14-fold in the New

accordingly.

York area.

who took this stand last Novem-|

of the great Bolshevik leader,
Teft the U.S. by plane for Mex-
ico on May 24. She thus put an
end to the campaign of officially-
inspired newspdper stories that
she had come to this country to
testify before the House Un-
‘American Activities Committee,
the Central Intelligence Agency
and various other witch-hunt and
cold-war governmental bodies.
Indeed, it was her categorical
refusal to appear before any
committee that led to her be-
coming YPpersona non grata and

being required to leave U.S. ter-
ritory.
Mrs. Trotsky arrived in the

U.S. early in April. She came to
visit New York City, where she
had lived. for some months in
1917 with her husband iand two
sons, and for medical attention.
When she was granted permis-

Natalia Trotsky Visit Ended
For Refusal to Aid Witch Hunt

evidently not aware of the gov-
ernment’s ulterior motives.
No sooner had the elderly wo-
man arrived in the U.S., how-
ever, than it became apparent
that she was being made the vic-
tim of duplicity. Lurid newspaper
accounts, one of them based on
an interview with General Swing,
head of the Immigration De-
plartment, announced that she
had come to testify before
Congressional committees and
other government bodies. A na-|
tionally syndicated columnist,
Robert Allen, even wrote on
April 18 that she had spent the
previous week testifying in a
secret session of. the [Senate In-
ternal Security Committee,
Mrs. Trotsky wrote a letter to
the Post, the New York news-
paper which -carries Allen’s: col-
umn, stating that there .was no
truth whatsoever ,in his story,

sion to enter the U.S., she was

that she Had not tes*tlflexd ‘before

Morton and

ES

The Committee to Secure
nounces ‘that the decision of the
by Judge Harold Medina which denied the Alcatraz prisoner
- a new trial will be taken to the Supreme Court of the United

States. (See story, page one.)

Helen Sobell

Justice for Morton Sobell an-
-U.S. Court of Appeals written

Un-American

been “intimidated” into not talk-

Nor did any of the Big Business
dailies which had prominently
featured the officially-inspired
stories about her coming to the
U.S. to testify, mention her de-
mial. Nor did columnist Robert
Allen retract his fiction of April
18.

ADAMANT IN REFUSAL

Considerable pressure was
brought to bear on Mrs. Trotsky
to testify in Wiashington. She
was, however, adamant in her re-
fusal. . Thereupon she was inform-.
ed that the time allowed for her
visit had elapsed and that she
must leave at once.

The New York Post (May 27),
reported her departure for her
home in Mexico, which alone ob-
served the democratic tradition
of the right of asylum and gave
her and her husband residence
rights in 1986. The Post story
said: “Government hopes for a
heart-to-heart talk with Mrs.
Leon Trotsky applarently have
lbeen disappointed. . Unoffi-
cially, however, it was believed
that since her wvisit here was
proving unprofitable from the
government’s point of view, Mrs.
Trotsky was given to understand
that her continued residence
here was unnecessary.”

During her brief stay in the
U.S.,, Mrs. Trotsky held no con-
versations with any government
officials. The only officials she
had any contact with were those
immigration department employ-
es wha process papers of foreign-
ers entering the country. At Idie-
wild International Airport in
New York, three immigration em-
ployes were assigned to watch
the 75-year-cld woman and make
sure that she got on the plane
for Mexico and stayed on.

In her long life devoted to
the struggle for socialism, in the
course of which her husband and
children were struck down by
Stalin’s assassins, Mrs., Troteky
has undergone the unpleasant ex-
perience of being ousted from
many countries. Now U.S. im-
‘perialism can add this to its list
of achievements. In doing so it
equals the old imperialisms and
the USSR under Stalin.

In a statement, May 28, Con-
gressman Walter of the House
Activities Com-
mittee claimed Mrs. Trotsky had

ing. He said he was planning to

‘any committee, and requesting
that Allen correct his misstate-
ments in that regard. After sev-
eral days delay the New York
Post printed a shortened version
of her letter in the “Dear Editor”
column. No article or comment
was made elsewhere in the paper:

) U.S. Marines boérding a
Mideast where they joined the U.S. Sixth Fleet under orders
to defend feudal ‘despots against the rising Arab masses. Such

dirty duty has made “Yankee

Unwelcome Departure

transport last month for the

Go Home” the overwhelmingly

popular sentiment in Europe and Asia as well as in the Mideast.

regime of Chiang Kai-shek
demonstrations 1in the
capital city of Taipei. About 30,-
000 persons besieged the Na-
tionalist police headquarters in
Taipei for six hours before be-
ing dispersed by the arrival of
troops wand the declaration of
martial law in the city.

The angry crowd was demand-
ing rvelease of prisoners taken
earlier the same day in demon-
strations which wrecked the U.S.
Embassy and the offices of the
U.S. Information Service and
which besieged the U.S. military
communications center. At least
three islanders were killed and
13 Americans injured in the
fighting. Four other cities where
some of the 9,000 U.S. personnel
on the island are stationed have
since ‘been put under martial
law.

The mass outburst was pre-
cipitated by a U.S. court-mar-
tial’s acquittal of a U.S. Army
sergeant who had killed a”Chi-
nese clerk allegedly found “peep-
ing” at the sergeant’s wife
while she showered. The sergeant
claimed “self-defense.” When the
dead man’s wife, Mme. Liu Chui-
Jen, daughter of a formerly pro-
minent Nationalist Chinese, made
an impassioned appeal for im-
demnity in front of the U.S. Em-

“investigate” those responsible.

Anti-U.S.Demonstrations
Rock Chiang

The burning resentment of the people of Taiwan
(Formosa) against U.S. imperialism and its brutal puppet

Dictatorship

erupted, May 24, into mass

island’s ®—

ing was stormed by an angry
crowd inecluding many uniformed
students from w@a nearby junior
high school.

FIRST REVOLT SINCE ’49

This is the first major mass
action on Taiwan since 1949
when Chiang Kai-shek shot his
way on to the island and drowned
a revolution there in blood with
U.S. military wid. This was right
after he had been thrown out of
mainland China. It proves that
the $314 billion in military and
$775 million in economic aid
which the U.S. has so far pumped
into Taiwan has failed to secure
a stable base there for U.S, im~
perialism.

All reports agree that even
the 159 of the Island’s 10 mil-
lion people who followed Chiang
from the mainland are incensed
at the presence of U.S. military
personnel and at Chiang’s de-

‘pendence on them to maintain his

policé state. Half the crowd that
stormed the U.S. embassy, ace
cording to the May 28 New York

"Times, were believed to be “main-

land” Chinese,

US. “aid” to 'Taiwan has
helped “the rnch man improve his
business,” said 'Senator Ellender
(D-La.) on May 25, but he said
it doesn’t reach “the masses.”

bassy and was refused, the build-

(Continued from page 1)

subcommittee as fully as your
knowledge permits . respecting
the source or sources of funds
used by or available to the Amer-
jecan Forum for Socialist Edu-
/| cation, i

Yours very - truly,

James O. Eastland, Chairman
Internal Security
Subcommiittee

A. J. Muste R'e'plie.s

Dear Mr. Eastland:

I am in receipt of your let-
ter of May 17, 1957, address-
ing to me a long series of ques-
tions relating to American For-
uvm — TFor Socialist - Education.
May I call your attention
to the fact that this letter was
sent to an old address and had
to be forwarded from there?
Consequently, it did not actually
come into my hands until later
yesterday, Wednesday afternoon,
May 22, 1957.
Tt is relevant in this connec-
tion to point out also that many
weeks ago I sent you and the
Subcommittee a copy of a letter
dated May 2, 1957, and address-
ed to Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Chief
of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation. A communication from
Mr. Hoover to your Subcommit-
tee dealt with the presence at
the Communist Party Convention
in September of a number of
observers, all non-Communists
and outspoken critics of Com-
munist totalitarianism. Mr. Nor-
man Thomas, among others, had
been associated with me in work-
ing out this rpr03ec’c
Mr Hoover in his communica-
tion' to. your Subcommittee spoke
of me as having “long fronted
for Communists” whieh, as any
‘one who has any acquaintance
with these matters knows, was
the exact opposite of the truth
since I have for over twenty
years been an intransigent op-
ponent of united fronts with
Communists. A major basis for
Mr. Hoover’s charge was that
I had taken some part a year
or so ago in a petition to the
President for ampesty for Com-

‘Theological Seminary, New York,

Smith Act, a petition in which
over forty well known -citizens
such as Mrs. Eleanor Rooseveit,
Norman Thomas and Dr. John
C. Bennett, the dean of Union|

joined.

That there should be in such
high quarters a pattern of
thinking which can regard thej
exercise of the right of petition
by such citizens as evidence of
Communist “fronting” is truly
alarming and exposes the exist-
ence of the virus of political in-
quisition, one of the marks of
totalitarianism, in the highest
official quarters.

Turning now to your lettc,
of May 17 to me, I regard it in
its context as evidence .of the
same dangerous tendencies. The
American Forum has just come
into wexistence. Its development
has been completely onen and
above board. Its launching was
announced to the press together
with the list of members of .a
provisional National Committee
whose connections were easily
identifiable.

can engage in any activity other
than announcing formation of
a Committee, your Subcommit-
tee announces that it is investi-
gating the Forum m connection
with “Communizm.” Tt issues
subpoenas to five persons, one
of whom is not on the National
Committee. Mr. Victor Perlo is
some one who has mever had the
remotest connection with' discus-
sions leading to formation of
American Forum. I have never
known him or had the slightest
connection with him. It is im-
possible to av»id the inference
that the purpase of bringing his
name into this picture at all is
1o suggest some devious con-
nection of American Forum, or-
ganized purely for purposes of
open discussion, with espionage
or other such treasonable activi-
ties. In any case, you and your
staff workers are well aware
of the fact that in the atmos-
phere which has been created
in our country such an inference
about American Forum is bound
to be drawn by many people and

_sional

‘care in a matter of this kind,
‘to investigate first without ad-

‘pose loyal -citizens to ‘public in-

‘there was some

Now, before American Forum|

like to take mpart in its work
will be forced to shun it or be
subjected to persecution,

There seemed for a time to
be a tendency among Congres-
investigating committees
such as yours to exercise some

vance publicity and not to ex-

quisition and persecutton before
slight ground
for supposing that questionable
activities had taken place. In
this case not even this minimum
of care to observe the old Amer-
ican tradition of mnot branding
citizens as somehow guilty be-
fore they have ever been charged
with any crime seems not to
have been observed.

I must on grounds of consci-
ence and in line with my con-
ception of my duty as a citizen
in a democratic society, decline
to answer the questiops in your
letter, written by you as Chair-
man and on behalf of the Sen-
ate Internal Security Subcom-
mittee.

As T have . already‘ stated,
American Forum was organized
in a completely open and above
board fashion. Since you make
reference to such matters as
united action and *“‘the whole
subject of a union between Com-
munist and  Socialist-minded
groups” let me observe that
there has never been any ques-
tion of American Fofum having
anything to do with such mat-
ters or anything except discus-
sion between people who differ
on many fundamental issues, not
people who have an agreed upon
basis for common action. In mak-
ing this statement I do not mean
to imply that if there had been
talks relating to legal activities
of a political nature, your Com-
mittee or any such government
agency would, in my opinion,
have a right to conduct an in-
quisition into them, any more
than I think any such agency
has a right to conduct an in-
quisition into your political ac-
tivities which, as you must know,
are also unpopular in many quar-
ters.

to memoranda, Any that I have
had anything to do with ,in
American Forum as a body have
been freely sent around to any
who might be interested and are
in no way secret. In view of
the pervasive espionage activities
which unfortunately character-
ize our country in this period,
I surmise your Subcommittee
already has these materials.

Primarily, my declination of
the request to answer the ques-
tiong presented by you in your
official capacity is due to my
firm conviction that inquisition
into the political — the same
would be true of religious —
views and activities of citizens
is evil, a resort to methods char-
acteristic of totalitarian regimes,
unconstitutional, and profound-
ly un-American. In a free so-
ciety, we ‘have to' draw a line
between advocacy, discussion,
and all such matters on the one
hand, and acts which are illegal,
subversive or treasonable on the
other hand. The line between
the two may not always be easy
to draw. This is precisely the
basis on which totalitarian re-
gimes seek to justify all thelr
anti-democratic ‘measures,® We
must not go up that road fto
perdition.

Should I be subpoenaed to ap-
pear before the Internal Secur-
ity Subcommittee, it would be
impossible for me to do more
than appear and state my rea-
sons for declining to answer
questions of the nature set forth
in your letter of May 17, 1957.
I can assure you that if this
should come to pass, I shall not
appeal to the Fifth Amendment.
This is not meant, however, as
a reflection on any individual
who may have done so.

It happens, Mr. Eastland, that
1 differ profoundly from you
on such very fundamental mat-
ters as the position citizens
should take toward the unani-
mous Supreme Court decision on
integration in the public schools
and on the whole question of} re-
lations between races. I do no¥
see how your attitude can be
squared with democratic con-
cepts or with the central teach-

munists convicted under the

because of this many who would|

Your letter makes a reference

\

... The Muste-Eastland Correspondence

also believe that because of its
effect on hundreds of millions
of people in all parts of the
world, your stand and activities
relative to these matters consti-
tute an immense threat to the
security and good name of the
United States and certainly give
a major assist to Communist
propaganda.

Yet I am aware of the come
plicated chhracter of these prob-
lems and of relations between
human beings. And T trust you
can and will believe me when
I say that I have no personal

‘animosity toward you. Both of

us, in the final analysis, do not
stand before any human tribunal
but before the judginent seat of
God. May we both: humbly seek

:divine guidance atiall times and

especially  with regard to the

‘situation in which we happen

now to be involved.
Sincerely yours,
A. J. Muste
May 23, 1957,

Phlladelplna
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Staff Writer, the Militant
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ings of the Christian faith. I




Liberals Took a Powder

er of these “friends of the Negro people”
even bothered to show up.

Why did the liberals boycott the Prayer
Pilgrimage? The answer is that they are
interested in the Negro struggle only as
far as they can use it. Those few who are
connected with the Republican Party
couldn’t use the Pilgrimage because the
very holding of it was a sharp rebuke
to Eisenhower for his refusal to utter
even one mumbling platitude against the
white-supremacist violence in the South.
That’s why liberal Senator Ives (R-N.Y.)
publicly opposed the march on Washing-
ton and why Sen. Javits didn’t show up.

But most ‘of  the liberals are in the
Democratic Party and they equally op-
posed the demonstration. If it had been
directed only against the Republican ad-

Conspicuous by their absence from the
prayer-pilgrimage to Washington were
the liberals. Usually in the limelight at
civil rights conferences, ete¢., are North-
ern Democratic politicians posing as
“friends of the Negro people,”
men for the many organizations which
claim to speak in the name of that amor-
phous section of the population described
But they failed to show up
at the Lincoln Memorial on May 17. -

It is an open secret that the big-wheel
liberals, like their buddies, the trade-union
bureaucrats, opposed the march on Wash-
ington and tried to prevent its being call-
ed. When, despite their efforts, it was
called they passed word down to give it

as liberal.

no support.

For example, the New York Post, the
liberal paper which ordinarily gives more
coverage to news of the anti-Jim Crow
struggle than any other capitalist daily
in the country (and has thereby consider-
ably boosted its circulation and political
influence), played down the story so that -
_sharpest-eyed reader would
know that the Pilgrimage was being
planned. Even stories reporting the meet-
ing itself were shamefully played down.

The speakers’ list for the Pilgrimage in-
cluded but two professional liberals —
a great change from the usually dispro-
portionate prominence given to them.
These two were Democratic Senator Paul
Douglas of Illinois and Republican Sen~
ator Jacob Javits of New York. But neith-

only the

and spokes-

The Negro Struggle

By John Thayer

ministration they would have jumped on

selves.

the bandwagon.and tried to grab the
drivers’ reins. But'the whole march was
as damaging to the Democratic Party as
to the Republicans and so they turned
thumbs down. Their attitude is:
struggle against Jim Crow is all right
but- it must be kept in its place.

The Negro people did absolutely right.
in ‘holding the first national anti-segre-
gation demonstiration in the nation’s capi-
tal despite the refusal of their fair-wea-
ther liberal friends to go along with it.
The demonstration was a success to the
tune of 27,000 and an

. further principled struggle. Furthermore,
. the Negro people have the satisfaction
of knowing that they did it all them-

the

ingpiration for

The California Labor School .
in San Francisco- is shown
above with its fromt door pad-
‘locked. ‘The School which - is
well known on the West Coast
as a working-class ‘_education- '

al institution was Tfirst at-
tacked as a “communist front”
and then closed by tax agents
of the Treasury Department
in a fraudulent and retro-
@activé- tax decision. Holland
Roberts, Director of the School,
May 24, wrote the following
letter of protest te. Ernest
Gomez of the Internal Reve-

“Dear Sir: ;

“On behalf of the students,
Board of Directors and sup-
porters of the California La-
bor School, I protest against
the seizure and sale of. the
books, school = supplies
equipment of our school. You
are destroying a school. You
are depriving us of our Amer-
ican right to teach and our
citizens of their democrati¢

. right to learn in a school of

their own choosing.

“This is an unjust act. It is.

a flagrant violation of the

first amendment, of our Bill

of Rights and of the Constitu-
tion of the United States. It

and .

A Padlock on the Right to Learn

is a denial of the fundamental
right and duty of all men to

. think,

. “As an’' .American citizen I
protest against justice by pad-
lock. To padlock .a school and
to seize and sell its teaching

. equipment is an act of tyran-
ny and is destructive of the
very basis of our democratic
system of government.

“As w@a representative of

" the awakening conscience of

" Americans I ask you to halt
this sale and return the as-

" sets of the California Labor
‘Scbool to their rightful own-
ers. >

nue Service in California:

A | New Park: Publication

The 20th Gongress
- (C.PS.U)

and

World Trotskyism

Contains - Khrushchev’s 20th =
Congress secret-session speech;
two speeches by James P. Can-
non; texts of previously sup-
pressed articles and letters by
Lenin.

‘124 pages
Order from:
Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place
New York 3, N.Y.

50 cents

‘The History of a
Literary Radical

~ And Other Papers
' By Randolph Bourne

(Review in Spring Issue
of International Socialist
Review)

309 pages cloth
regularly $3 B
Special price $1.65

(plus 15 cents postage)

Order from:
Pioneer Publishers .
116 University Place
New York 3, N.Y.
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A Slx-Monlh Suhscription

To The Militant Only $1

The Militant

116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.
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Calendar
Of Events

- New York ,
American Youth for Socialism
holds .open meetings every

Tuesday night at 8:00 P.M., at
116 University Place.” A short
busihess meeting is foilowed by
an interesting educational dis-
cussion. Tues.,, June 4: Earl
Owens will review Rosa Luxem-
bourg’s Reform or Revolution?

Marxist Labor School. A series
of classes from 8 to 10 P.M. every
Monday night until June 10 on
“The History of American So-
cialism” led by Joyece Cowley,
SWP candidate for Mayor of
New' York. To register phone
ALgonquin 5-7852. 116 Univer-
sity Place. )

The Chinese
Communist Party
and the
Hungarian

Revolution

By Michael Banda
Pioneer Pocket Library No. 6
22 pages 25 cents

: Order from:
Pioneer Publishers

116 University Place
‘New York 3, N.Y,
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Turnout Not
Pushed in

Youngstown

The Prayer Pilgrimage to
Washington on May 17 drew

city. Not that the workers were
not interested and would not
have participated in the March
on Washington, but there was a
cloak of silence thrown over the
event by the capitalist press, by
the labor leadership and by the
NAACP leaders.

The NAACP Jocally did not
solicit any aid from the labor
movement and made ‘no effort
to get people to go to Washing-
ton. And when the workers feel
that their organizations do not
consider the project worth sup-
porting, they feel that they can-
not spend money to help in a
movement that seems to be the
action of some far-off group  of
individuals.

In truth, the workers were
presented with very little news
about the projected march. Even
the ministers who, one would
think had some feeling of Kkin-
ship for the ministers of the
South — the original organizers
of the Pilgrimage — did not
publicize the project. This was
the story in  all the industriail
communities of Eastern Ohio.

The same pattern seemed to
have been followed throughcut.

CAELOADS

But in spite of the inaction by
the official organizations with
their great resources and pres-
tige, several carloads did make
the trip from Youngstown to
Washington. These carloads were
the result of a lot of work by
those who really understood the
importance of the demonstration.

The reaction of those who
participated in the Pilgrimage
was unanimous that the demon-
stration was a success. And these
“pilgrims” belieyed that the
mass protest rally as a whole
exhibited a determination to go
ahead -with the struggle for
equality. They held- no pessim-
ism for the future, but on the
contrary, they left with the feel-
ing that the battle has just be-
gun. '

The W

very few people from this steel; §

A group of “Pilgrims” standmg in the Park near the
Lincoin Memorial on May 17 in Washington, D. C.” An estimated
25,000 persons from all over ‘the United States attended the
“Prayer Pllgrlmage for: Freedom at the Memorial to protest
Jinr Crow. i . : s )

BrooklynitesWelcomed
Attack on Both Parties

By Nat West

Four buses, loaded with 200
enthusiastic' Negro and white
“pilgrims,” left from the Brook-
lyn Branch of the NAACP at
6:20 A.M., Friday morning. More
people showed up the last min-
ute than could be accommodated.
These people departed. later in
car pools arranged for this pur-
pose. .

In the bus we rode, the trip
to Washington was marked by
a running discussion, with many
participating, on the significance

and the prospects of the demon-|

stration at the Lincoln Mémorial.
Of particular = interest was the
report that Adam Clayton Pow-
ell planned to propose a ‘‘third
party,” that -afternoon. All- who
expressed -themselves - on' this
matter indicated their- approval
of Powell’s proposal.

We arrived at the .Lincold
Memorial at 1:00 P. M., and
were able to hear all the im-
portant speakers. |

On the return trip the dis-
cussion was continued, this time
evaluating the results and per-

spective of the demonstration.
There was general agreement
that (1) the effect of the Pil-
grimage was dampened by the
appeal to forego applause be-
cause of the “religious nature
of the meeting’?; (2) that while
Powell raised the most serious
proposals, the Negro people had
little confidence in his sticking
to his guns; and (3) that Rev.
Martin Luther King was ~the
most trustworthy and authorita-
tive spokesman _of the Negro
people.

+In further discussion with a
sma]!er group, the general con-
clusion - was ‘that the leadership,
in their efforts to guarantee
that - the - demonstration would
be kept within limits, had stifled
many of the positive results
that the leadership itself wanted
to achieve.. But that the rais-

ing for discussion by Poweil of
the proposal for a third force in
‘pelitics was a giant step for-
ward in the movement for in-
dependent Labor-Negro political

action,

(Continued from page 1)

socialists. That such a discussion
vehicle as the American Forum
could be launched in the U.S,
she attributes .to the blind op-
position of American liberals and
socialists to Senator MicCarthy’s
anti-Communist campaign.

SP-SDF

The leadership of the Socialist
Party-Social Democratic Fed-
eration has played an equally
scabby role in the witch-hunt
outburst against the American
Forum. Herman Singer, National
Secretary of SP-SDF, in a letter
to the New York Times (May
18), declared that the American
Forum for Socialist Education
had no right to use the name so-
cialist because among its mem-
bers were Communists and Trot-
skyists.

ECLG in Support
Of Forum Rights

Dr. Clark Foreman, Direc-
tor of the Emergency Civil
Liberties Committee, issued
the following statement to-
day:

“The Emergeney Civil Lib-
erties . Committee supports
wholeheartedly the defiance
by Dr. A. J. Muste of the Sen-
ate Intermal Security Subcom-~
mittee’s attempt to interfere
with the formation of the
American Forum—For Social-
ist Education. Free discussion
is elemental in our society,
guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion and no omne should sur-
render that right.

“If court action should re-
sult from the defiance to sub-
mit to Congressional inquisi-
tion, the Emergency Civil
Liberties Committee will be
glad to help in the defence of
Dr. Muste or any of the other
five subpeonaed in this: com-
nection.”

. Singer followed% Ahis up by
pushmg through ‘the SP-SDF’s
National Action Committee a res-
olution ordering six SP-SDF
members on the American Fo-
rum National Committee to re-
sign from it or be expelled from
the SP-SDF.

This action was upheld by the
National Executive Committee.
(The NEC also "voted to- forbid
joint activity. .with the Inde-
pendent Socialist. League) )

It is reported that a majority
of -the six SP-SDF members on
the American. Forum are stand-
ing firm for their democratic
right to - belong to .the forum
despite the ruling of SP-SDF
bureaucrats.

Earlier, Mulford Q.- Slbley, pro-
fessor ‘at the University of Min-
nesota and- an alternate member
of the SP-SDF National Execu-
tive Committee, ip a letter to- the
Minneapolis Morning Tribune
(May 25), defended the American
Forum against press -misrepre-
sentations in  that -city. Sibley
is one of the six who have been
ordered to resign -from - the
Forum. : ;

SHACHTMAN, TOO o

As goes the right-wing leader-
ship of the SP-SDF, so goes Max
Shachtman, head . of the Inde-
pendent Socialist League. Shacht-
man has been  for some .time
frantically trying to liquidate
the TSL into the SP-SDF. The
ounly hitch is the reluctance of
the SP-SDF leadership who mis-
takenly fear there may be. some
vestige of Leninism or militancy
left in Shachtman’s politics.

To overcome the SP-SDF
doubts the ISL leader seizes ev-
ery opportunity to demonstrate
his “good behavior.” His latest
demonstration was a letter to the
American Forum (printed in La-
bor Action, May 27) refusing to
join the discussion organization’s
National Committee,

{Shachtman gives as his main
reason the absence of a ‘denun-
ciation of totalitarianism in the

... Assault on Socialist Forum

purpose of the AFFSE. It is to
be mnoted that as a discussion|
group the newly-founded organ-
ization adopted no political
planks whatsoever, but confined
‘itself to one purpose—the or-
ganization of free and open dis-
cussions among all tendencies
and individuals ‘believing mx s0-
cialism.

The staunchness of those
American’ Forum members al-
ready threatened by the East-
Jand Committee should serve as
an example to “all opponents of
the witch hunt. If the American
Forum perseveres in example al-
ready set by its chairman then
it can well withstand the at-
tack upon it by the political po-
lice. It will rally the support not
only of all genuine socialist peo-
ple but of all defenders of civil
liberties.

«..McAvoy,

Zaslow

(Continued from page 1)
ican Forum has been made avail-
able to the public as the Forum
has nothing to conceal. How-
ever, as Senator  Eastland does
not read the newspapers, I would
not enlighten him by answering
his questions sinee I do not rec-
ognize the authority of any com-
mittee to interfere with the right
of people to assemble for thje
purpose of exchanging ideas, be
they socialist or any other. I
predict that the attempt of the
Eastland committee. to strangle
the American Forum at birth by
intimidation, harassment and
sneers will fail. I am confident
that this attack will arouse in-
terest, sympathy and support
for the right of the American
Forum to exist and will strength-
en the growing sentiment for
the abolition of both Congres-

Soviet bloc in the declaration of

sional committees of inguiry.”

ashington Plgrimage

The Mood Was ‘We’ re
Riding for Freedom’

By Sylvia West

B’KLYN-—The signs on the buses
expressed our mood. “On to!
Washington,” “Washington Here
We Come,” “We're Riding For
Freedom.” As the bus moved
out from the curb, everyone
started to talk. “I wouldn’t have
missed this for a million,” said
one woman. “I’ve always wanted
to go a few rounds with Ike so
I brought my golf clubs,” a man
joked. “Do you think Mamie will
have tea ready for us?” An old
man said, “Thank the Lord, [
have lived to see this day”

After we hit the Turnpike we
looked out the back window and
saw a long ribbon of busses in
back of us. My friend nudged
my arm, “Look back there, look
at that.” As another bus would
pass us we would all wave and
yell.

IT'S FOR SURE

The feeling of impatience was
powerful. “If I missed Rev.
King’s speech I'd die,” a woman

in D, C. “I've been waiting since
1941 for this trip so I guess we
can wait a little longer,” said
an old woman. “Well it’s for
sure this time. It’s too late to
turn back now.” (She was re-
ferring to the 1941 projected
March on Washington, which A.
Philip Randolph and Walter

at the last minute.)
As we drove through the Ne-
gro section of Baltimore the

said. Everyone was estimating]
the exact time we would arrive]

White, its organizers, called off,

people on the streets would
smile and wave at us. We waved
back. From one school building
the children were all waving out
the window., As we passed-
through this crowded, run-down
section, the feelings of the peo-
ple on the bus ¢ame to the fore.
“You can sure tell this is the
colored .section”; or “Why do
Negro people have to live like
dogs.” There was a feeling of
bitterness and solidarity. Bitter-
ness because most of the bus
riders had come from sections
of New York that looked like
this and solidarity because they,
more than anyone else, knew
| how it felt to live under these
conditions,

About eleven o’clock the bus
pulled into the station for food
and rest. Here were forty or
fifty buses from all parts of
the East, from churches, labor
unions, NAACP, and colleges.
Everyone was smiling at each
other, asking where they had
come from, how long they had
been traveling. There was mno
pushing to get food or use the
rest rooms. Politeness and fel-

‘lowship was the order of the

day. The pay clerk smiled wear-
ily and said, “It’s been like this
since - 6:00 this morning.”
Moving into Washington
everyone was getting things to-
gether. Coats were put on, lunch
baskets and thermos bottles c¢ol-
lected, and one man made us all
laugh when his big voice boomed -
out, “Let’s don’t "stop here. Let’s

go straight to Georgia.”

been
Eastland’s Senate Subcommittee
on Internal Security in the latest
phase of the current antllabol
offensive,

+ John Orr, Viee-Pres'ildent ‘of
of Ford Facts, Walter Dorosh,
recording secretary of the Tool
and Die Unit, and Paul Boatin,
president-elect of the Dearborn
Engine Plant have already made
initial appearances in Washing-
ton. Edith Van Horn, steward in
the Dodge plant, Max Trachten-
berg, steward at DeSoto, and
Mac Cinzori, committeeman at
Ford, are among those currently
scheduled to appear before the
committee. These appearances
appear to be preliminary ito full-
scale hearings rumored for the
fall.

The reaction of many workers
in searching for an explanation
for the apparently purposeless
re-call of the wnionists was to
couple Eastland’'s efforts with
the attempts -of MecClellan to

racketeer and gangster-domina-
ted. In addition Eastland’s bias
is clear. The head of the Internal
Security Committee is also  the
staunch ~states-rights supporter
of segregation ‘end the autior
of a demand for federal action
to enforce union-busting “right-
to-work” laws. More and more
workers are asking the obvious
question: with whose

cerned?

QUESTIONED ABOUT UNION

The purpose of these hearings
is made even clearer by the na-
ture of the questions which have
reportedly been wsked of the
subpoenaed workers. They deal
not with membership in and act-
ivities of the Communist Party,
but with membership and activ-
ittes in the Progressive Caucus
in Local 600, which is a group-
ing of unionists with widely dif-
feriag political points of view,
who got together on the basis of
‘agreement oh a more or less
limited trade union program.

The record of wofficers, mem-
bers, program wnd activities of
the Progressive Caucus is a mat-
ter of public record in countless
thousands of leaflets issued over
the years. All the information
that could possibly be wanted
by anyone is there for the ask-
ing, Why then such a threaten-
ing procedure ‘initiated by a
Senate subcommittee on internal
security ? The answer is not hard
to find. While wailing for the

government is attempting to
intimidate and destroy any mil-
itant rank and file movement —
present and potential — as a
step in the ultimate destruction

Local 600, James Watts, editor

smear the labor movement as.

internal |
security is a man like thig con-,

rights of the rank and file, the|"

Eastland Smears Dodge
And Ford UAW Locals

DETROIT — Several officers and committeemen of
Ford Local 600, United Automobile Workers, along with
others from Dodge Local 3 and DeSoto Local 227 havé

subpeonzed by -Senator®

movement itself. It is precisely
in the UAW — and above all,
in locals like 600, 3, and 227
where ithe democratic = tradition
of caucug rivalry {is stromgest
and most vital — that the mnti-
labor - forces are concentrating
their fire. )
Carl Stellato, president of Ford
local 600, pointed out the signi-
ficance of the anti-labor maneu-
vers in Washington in the May
18 Ford Facts. He said, “If the
membership does not fully rea-
lize the daily increase in the
activities of the anti-union forces
in the country, then it is my
thinking that we had better get
hold of ourselves.and take a good
hard lock at the sitwation.

COMMITTEE AIMS

" “In my way of thinking,” Stel-
lato said, the McClellan eommit-
tee “is concerned more with the
passage of legislation comparable
to the present ‘right to work’
laws now enacted in 18 states
than to help the unions in win-
ning .the new goals set in the
16th UAW Constitutional Con-
ventiobh necessary for a  better
life for all the people of the
country. ;

“The counterpart of the M‘c{'
Clellan Committee active today”.
Stellato pointed out, .“is the:
Fastland Semate Subcommittee
on Internal Security of the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee... Yes,,
the concentration is on militant,
trade = unions iand unionists.
Shouldn’t the Fastland Commit-,
tee om Internal Security spend,
some time investigating and
curbing the activities of orgun-
izations that pose an equal se-:
curity risk to the U.S.A., such!
as the KKK, White Citizens.
Councils, ete.?”

Stellato also upheld the right
of Walter Dorosh to use the,
Fifth Amendment in refusing to
answer the Eastland Committee’s’
questions. “To frown upon. one
who exercises his right under.
our Constitution is, i my opin-,
ion, to frown upon democracy,”
he declared. -

Finally, Stellato called for the
unity of the labor movement in
the face of the jattacks by the
employers iand the Washington
committees and for the achieve-
‘ment of labor’s goals in the 1958
negotiations.

“The Santana Case
Tragedy of a
Puerto Rican Youth
By Joyce Cowley
17 pages 10 cents
Order from:

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place

of the independent trade union

New York 3, N.Y..
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