A Report

(See Page 3)

from Chile

He MILI

PUBLISHED WEEKLY

IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

Vol. XXI - No. 20

o 267

NEW YORK N. Y., MONDAY, MAY 20 1957

PRICE 10c¢

United Forum for Socmllst
Discussion Is Established

NEW YORK, May 13 — Annhouncement was made.today of the establishment of
a 4G member National Committee of American Forum — For Socialist Education. The
Statement of Purpose declares that American Forum seeks to promote “study and

serious untrammeled political dis-@

cussion among all elements that
think of themselves as related to
historic socialist and labor tradi-
tions, values and objectives . . .
however deep and bitter their
differences may have been.”

" In announcing the launching of
the project, A. J. Muste, well-
known pacifist, who will serve
as Chairman, emphasized that
persons serving on the National
iICommittee do so as individuals
“and not as delegated representa-
tives of any group. American
Forum proceeds on the convic-
tion, said Mr, Muste, that “in-
dividuals from all tendencies
should be involved in the dis-
cussion, provided they commit
themselves to a free exchange of
views in ‘a spirit of inquiry.”

He further stated that Amer-
ican Forum is not a membership
organization and does not pro-
pose to promote united action by
various parties or groups, merg-
ers or new organizations. It
" “neither promotes. nor seeks to
inhibit such developments” iua
which people may wish to en-
gage.

The Secretary of American
Forum is Sidney Lens, author
and Director of Local 329, A. F.
of L., Chicago, Illinois. Vice-
Presidents are Kermit Eby, Pro-
fessor of Economics, University
of Chicago; Milton Mayer, au-
thor and lecturer, Carmel, Cali-
fornia; John T. McManus, Man-
agiug Editor, National Guardian,
New York; Bayard Rustin, one
of the editors of Liberation mag-
azine; and Mulford Sibley, of
the ‘'Politcal Science ‘Faculty,
University of Minnesota, Min-
neapolis,

Among the 40 members of the

Forum’s National Committee is
Farrell Dobbs, National iSec-
retary of the Socialist Workers
Party. .

;‘PURPOISE OF FORUM

"The Forum’s statement of pur-
pose follows:

“AMERICAIN . FORUM is or-
ganized in order to. stimulate
study and sgerious, untrammelled
discussion of the problems of so-
cialism in the United States.

“There is a growing -interest
in such discussion among all ele-
ments that think of themselves
as related to historie socialist and
labor traditions, values and ob-
jectives—however deep and bit-

(Continued on page 3)
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New Book by Alger Hiss
Hits at “Spy”

By C..R.
MAY 15 -— Publication

In the Court of Public-Opinion, the story of his trial on

perjury charges to conceal
sympathetic and objective
examination of the case. Today
the atmosphere in which the
witch hunt operates is mnot so
permeated with fear. Justice has
at least a chance of winning
cut. .
In his book, Hiss - discusses
dispassionately the motives of
those who sought his conviction,
from Whittaker Chambers, the
confessed ‘Communist espionage’
agent who supplied the evidence
on. which the conviction was
based, to Vice President Nixon
whose political career was ad-
vanced considerably by the role
he played in getting a convic-
tion,

Alger Hiss spent three: years
and eight months in the federal

prison at Lewisburg, Pa. He
was released in 1954, The
.publicity around his trial in

1950 served to develop the anti-
Communist hysteria that enabled
the FBI one year later to get a
conviction against Julius and
Ethel Rosenberg and Morton
Sobell, framed on charges of
umsplracy ‘to steal atomic

“secrets.”

That hysteria also enabled the
iSupreme Court of the United
States in lynch fashion to meet
in extraordinary; session in order
to refuse to review the most
" sensational spy case in U.S. his-
tory involving a death sentence.
The Rosenbergs were conse-
quently rushed to the electric
chair and Sobell was shoved into
a prison cell for a thirty-year
term.

The U.S. Supreme Court twice
refused to review the Hiss case.
As in the Rosenberg case, the

high court washed its hands of

* responsibility for the dirty work
of the witch hunt. It permitted
the convictions to stand on the
shabbiest evidence and most
questionable legal foundation.
Thus the Supreme . Court pro-
tected its “dignity.”

An earlier work, the Strange
Case of Alger Hiss, by the
eminent legal authority of Eng-
land, the Lord Earl Jowitt
sharply attacked the conduct of
the Hiss trials. The inquisitorial
techniques of the prosecution
were condemned in no uncertain

re-®

Frame-Up
Hubbard
of the book by Alger Hiss,

“spy” activities, has evoked

terms by this former Lord
book, by Hiss himself, will add
a great deal to the growing body
of material exposing the witch-
hunt methods. (See also the
review of the book, The Honor-
able Mr. Nixon and the Alger
Hiss Case by ‘William A. Reuben

on page four of this issue.)

An objective examination of
the Hiss case in the calmer
atmosphere of today must
inevitably lead to a new look at
the Rosenberg-Sobell trial. There
are too many parallel factors in
these two trials. And finally,
beyond question, if Hiss did not
get a fair trial, it goes without
saying that the same hysteria
prevented a fair trial for the

Chancellor of 'England. The new|

Huge Motorcade
From N.Y. Sparks

MAY 17 — As we go to press,
tens of thousands of champions
of civil rights are meeting ‘in
Washington in front of the. Lin-
coln Memorial in a mass protest
rally against Jim Crow.

A five-hundred car motorcade
left the Polo Grounds in New
York at 7 A.M. for the Wash-
ington demonstration, They were
to travel in a single procession,
20 yards apart, lights on, at 50
miles an hour, with a police es-
cort from Jersey City to Wash-
ington. .

Two special trains of 20 coach-
es each left New York early in
the morning for the Prayer Pil-
grimage to Washington.

Ricar Moore, Transportation
Director for the Pilgrimage in
the New York area, told a Mi'i-
tant reporter that he dispatched
98 buses early today.

At 6 AM. a crowd of students
from the High School of Per-
forming Arts grouped in front
of the headquarters of District

65 of Wholesale, Retail and De-

partment Store Union, AFL-CIO
to leave on the union-chartered
buses. District 65 sent out four
such buses. In addition, it re-
served at least eight. coaches on
the Freedom trains. .

In Brooklyn, the NAACP
branch sent out several buses
filled with its members and or-
ganized a car pool. In addition,
Negro churches throughout the
city filled special buses and or-
ganized car pools.

The sponsors of the Prayer
Pilgrimage called for 50,000 to
attend the Washington protest
action. Reports from cities
across the country indicate that
this number was met with many
thousands to spare. Ahout 9,000/
teft the South to attend the dem-
onstration, including 1,000 from
Montgomery, and 1,500 from
Birmingham.

‘When the mass meeting be-
gan at noon, three years exactly
— to the hour — had elapsed
since the U.S. Supreme -Court
declared school segregation to be
unconstitutional. The protest
demonstration twas held to pro-
test continued violation of the

Negro people’s constitutional
rights.
(See next week’s issue' for

stories and evaluation of the
Prayer Pilgrimage. Staff-writers
George Lavan, Fred Halstead,
and Henry Gitano are covering
the event for the Militant.)

IN THIS ISSUE
“The British CP’s Road
to Socialism”
By Peter Fryer

Prayer Pilgrimage,;

Prelude to Downfall of Rojas

Ouster of the bloody dictator Rojas in Colomhia was not
accomplished overnight. This dramatic photograph was taken in
November 1954 as police fired into a student demonstration in -
Bogota. The demonstrators had just returned from decorating
the grave of a student killed in a previous demonstration.

Appeals Court Turns Down
Sobell Motions for Ilearmy

By Myra Tanner Welss

MAY 15 — The long-awaited de01s10n of the Uq
Court of Appeals in the case of Morton Sobell was finally
anncunced yesterday. The.

panel of three judges denied

Helen Sohell
Answers Gourt

“The decision. of the Clrcult
Court of Appeals refusing to
grant a - hearing to my
huband, Morton Sobell, is an

. We will carry our urgent
request for a hearing to the
Supreme Court of the United
States knowing that Morton’s
innocence and . his stead-
fastness have already won the
respect and support of many
eminent Americans. They have
asked with us for a new

trial. We do not pretend that
this denial of due process is
easy for us to endure. How-
ever, seven years of imprison-
ment have not crushed Mor-
ton’s wil] to live or his belief
in his vindication — nor will
this.. We can and must have
the justice to which we are
entitled. We will continue to
fight for it. With the con-

and new friends who know
what this case. means to
America, we will win . Mor-
ton’s freedom. We have never
needed your help more than
we do at this moment. Nor
- has there. ever been a time
when your action on this
matter was more important

Rosenbergs and Sobell.

— See Page Two —

for our country,

immoral and an illegal -one..

tinued support of those old.

@ two.motions for a new: trial for
the Alcatraz prisoner.
- From: a* legal pomt “of " view

the -decision  is “a- shoeking
mockery ‘of justice. It will "be
| appealed - immediately to- the

| Supreme Court, ‘according- to .the
Committee - to - Secure Justice for
‘Morton Sobell. 'The - panel -of
| judges; in. addition  to’ Sterry- R.
Waterman and. Clarence - G.
Galston included the notorious
‘Harold R. Medina who presided
with open prejudice -over the
Smith Act trial of Communist
leaders. The three judges ruled
that there was no evidence ‘that
had not ‘“already been rejected.”
Morton -Sobell, . according to
these judges is not entitled to
a new hearing despite the fact
that the Sobell attorney sub-
mitted proof that the. proses‘-
tion had intentionally lied in the
Rosenberg-Sobell trial of 1951
when it claimed Sobell had been
expelled or deported by the
Mexican Government, i
It is true that these charges
were made by the defense im-
mediately after the sentencing
of the Rosenbergs and ‘Sobell.
-But at that time the . defense
had nothing to substantiate its
 charges except the word of the
Vdefen;dant. Proof of perjured
testimony by the government
| and false charges by the prosecu-
tion has since been obtained.
But ' politically the ‘decision of

(Contmued on page 4)

Energy

Dead

By Herman Chauka

MAY 15 — Operation
Plumbob — the most ex-

explosions yet attempted in this
country — is scheduled to begin
tomorrow morning in central
Nevada. Government announce-
ment of plans to go ahead with
the tests comes on the heels of a
slashing expose in the May 16
Reporter magazine which
presents long - suppressed facts
about the deadly results of the
five previous tests in that area.

More than 14 atomic weapons
will be exploded in the present
tests this spring and summer.
In a statement today, the Atomic
Commission  ingsisted
that the tests will involve less
radioactive fallout than previous
ones and that the Jargest in-
tensity of fallout recorded prev-
iously was less than would be
received in a chest X-ray. The
statement flies in the face of the
blood-curdling facts documented
in The Reporter by wrlter Paul
Jacobs,

WHY DID BUTCH DIE?

i+ The facts massed by Jacobs
make clear why the people of
Nevada ‘regard the Atomic

‘Energy. Commission’as an army
- of occupation.”

At a -ranch near Warm
Springs, Nevada, a group - of
adults and children will await
the new mushroom clouds with
particular dread, Jacobs writes.
During the tests in the spring
of 1955, seven-year-old Martin
Bardoli had watched the clouds
with them. Last year he died of
leukemia in a Reno hospital.

His mother says, “I think my
Butch died because of the tests.”

‘Doctors who attended him agree|

that this could have been the

ing that it would take a larger
dose of radiation than the boy
was exposed to. But, Jacobs
demonstrates, “the fact is that
the AEC does not know exactly
how much radiation exposure
‘Butch’ Bardoli received as a
result of radioactive falleut
from its weapons-testing pro-
gram,” '

Mrs. Dan Sheahan is now in
Las Vegas -being treated for
cancer, She and her husband
had operated a mine near the
test site. The AEC, of course,
denies © responsibility, but has
admitted a heavier radiation ex-
posure at the mine: than at
almost any other site outside
the test area.

Cattle ranchers in Cedar City,

JUtah,

have unsuccessfully

®

tensive series of atomic

case, The AEC insists not, claim-|

ly Res
Of Nevada Atomic
Tests Exposed

ults

Gov’t Insists on New Explosions |
Despite Great Risk to Population

brought suit against the govern-
ment. They insist that thousands
of sheep grazing near the 1953
test site have died as the result
of fallout. The judge who ruled
against them «id concede they
had received inadequate. test
warnings from the AEC.

In the - hills outside of the
town of St. George, Utah, radio-
active moss is still growing.
According to The Reporter, the
town’s population has been ex-
posed for 16 days to atmospheric
contamination that at one point
was 1,260 times greater than the
amount estimated as “safe” for
radiation workers,

Salt Lake City, Utah, has not

escaped the fallout. Assailing the
AEC for covering up informa-
tion, one prominent. nuclear
physicist said that when he was
working on atomic research at
Brookhaven “any building as
contaminated by radiation as
Salt Lake City was after one
explosion would have ‘been
evacuated immediately.” :

After the 1952 test “significant

-activity” was found in Downey,

an industrial area near Los An-
geles and in a lettuce field near
Fresno. This fact was reported,
Jacobs says, not by the AEC, but
by a West.Coast NBC news pro-
gram. He also reports that after

(Continued on page 4)

ANDREW WADE IV, his

wife Charlotte, and their two

daughters are now preparing to move into their new home
which had been bombed by racists in 1954.

home. Repair of the house
damaged in 1954 by racist bomb-
ers will proceed immediately.
The house was dynamited, but
‘Wade continued his fight against
Segregation. His friends includ-
ing the white couple, Carl and
Anne Braden in whose name the
house was originally purchased,
were arrested on “conspiracy”
charges and imprisoned. But
Wade and his friends fought -on.
Finally, the bank holding the

By George Lavan

A gigantic reorganization of
the bureaucratic machinery for
running the industry of the So-
viet Union is now taking place.
All but a few of the 30 highly
centralized economic ministries,
which under Stalin ran the whole
economy from Moscow, have been
abolished. In their stead there
have been created 92 regional
economic areas within which eco-
nomic councils will have charge
of production,

The importance of the change
may be gauged from the gargan-
tuan publicity campaign that the
Kremlin rulers have put on to
arouse enthusiasm among the So-
viet peoples for this decentrali-
zation. Since March 30, when
Khrushchev announced the proj-
ect, until May 7, when the Su-
preme ‘Soviet convened to accept
it, over ‘half a million meetings
were held to plug the coming
change. It is claimed officially
thiat 40 million people attended
these meetings and that over 2
million: took the floor. Discussion
of details was encouraged in a
movie to popularize the new set-

that they were helping to shape|
it. Owver 68,000 letters and arti-
cles on the subject appeared in
the Soviet press in the five week
period and a Moscow correspond-
ent of the New York Times re-
ports that the newspapers dur-
ing the final week devoted ap-
proximately 80% of their space
to the economic shakeup.

ECONOMY BOUNDS AHEAD

The point of departure for an
analysis of the Khrushchev plan
is that the Soviet economy is
growing by leaps and bounds at
a. sustained yearly rate of ex-
pansion, The intrinsic superiori-
ty of a planned, nationalized
economy over the private, un-
planned privately owned economy
of capitalism is so great that the
Soviet Union, before the revolu-
‘tlon the most underdeveloped
country of Europe, is today in-
dustrially second only to the
United States. This tremendous
economic growth’' was accom-
plished despite the enormous de-
struction of Soviet industry dur-
img World War II and despite
the terrible mismanagement and
bureaucratic pillaging of the

up and give people the illusion

economy by the Stalinist bureau-

cracy, which for. every two for-
ward steps made by the economy

dragged it back one.

It is the wvery success of the
economy which has brought it to
a new stage where the old Sta-
linist methods can mo longer be
tolerated. They now constitute
a straitjacket which hamper fur-
ther growth ever more seriously
and which therefore must’ be
burst. Parallel with this economic
development, and a result of it,
is the ever-bolder demand of the
Soviet: working class, so long
kept on starvation rations by
Stalin, for its due share of the
wealth it produces. In addition
the USSR out of self-preserva-
tion fhas to keep up in the costly
atomic armaments race in which
capitalism sets the pace.
Finally there are demands from
Chinma for aid in industrializing
while East Europe can no long-]
er be milked as before but must
even be given economic conces-
sions or outright grants, as in

U.S.

Hungary for reconstruction.

There is' no question but that
the piling up of the conjunctural
expenses such as those of the
H-bomb and missile race, China

and East Europe, have sharpened

the ‘crisis of the iSoviet economy
The recent deferment—a vir-
tual repudiation — of govern-
ment bonds, ‘which Soviet work-
ers long had breen forced to buy,
indicated that the Kremlin was in
financial difficulties. Another in-
dication is the inflation revealed
by press denunciations of specu-
lators who buy ‘up consumers
goods released for sale in one
area for marked-up sale in areas
where they are not available. But
the crisis has its roots not in the
economy but in the bureaucratic
management of the economy.’
From 1923 till 1929 Stalin
and the bureaucracy fought the
proposals for planned industriali-
zation advanced by the Trotsky-
ist Left Opposmon A year-after
the Trotskyists’ expulsion and
imprisonment, economic disaster
forced Stalin to adopt the indus-
trialization he had so long rid-
iculed. The industrialization was
carried out in obtuse, blundering
fashion at a cost many times
greater than necessary, However,
it was carried out. The ‘merit of
planned economy plus the saeri-
fices made by the working peo-
ple lifted jbackward Russia by its

Meaning of Khrushchev s Decentrahzatlon Plan

ern industrial mation, With it
was lifted the privileged bureau~-
cracy which had made mo sacri-
fices but had profited .and multi-
plied by the millions,

Ais Stalin had expropriated the
workers politically, so he expro-
priated them from all economic
control, His setup was the ab-
solute centralization of all con-
trol in ministries for the various
branches of industry. Thus he
had ‘the fearful heads of all in-
dustry always within arms reach.
Political térror was used to spur
‘production. Each ministry built
its own bureaucratic kingdom
without regard to the interests of
the others or the economy as a
whole, for the bigger the bu-
reaucratic ~ kingdom the ‘‘more
power and privileges for the
small Stalin heading it..

BUREAUCRATIC JUNGLE

The waste and inefficiency that
resulted were not caused by red
tape and bungling alone but by
the predominance of narrow bu-

economic interests of the coun-
try. Reliable economic cost ac-

bootstraps to the status of a mod-

reaucratic interests over the true

counting became impossible be-:
cause statistics were faked and

arbitrary values and prices fixed
in accordance with the interests
of the most powerful blocs in the
bureaucracy, Fulfilling or over-
fullfilling the plan on paper be-
came an art that paid off better
than honest, efficient production
that fell short through no fault
of its own. Shoddiness of prod-
ucts became the rule. Buckpass-
ing of the most minor decisions
all the way from the point of pro-
duction up to the remote min-
istry in Moscow resulted from
fear of making a decision dis-
pleasing to a higher echelon. The
attempt of the distant ministries
to make the most detailed de-
cisions for the 200,000 plants and
100,000 construction sites in the
USSR resulted in interminable
delays and fantastically inap-
propriate  rulings.

Elimination of the terrible
waste, blundering and duplica-
tion of work that exists would
greatly increase [Soviet produc-
tion without any increased cap-
ital outlay or manpower. Khrush-
chev’s decentralization proposals
hope to.achieve this ‘at least in
‘part. Admimistra\tion» by 92 re-

(Continued from page 2) -

Setback for Ky. Iiacists;
Wade WinsTitletoHome

MAY 15 — After three years of struggle against the
Jim Crow advocates of Louisville, Ky., and their witch~
hunting tactics, Andrew Wade IV has won title to his

@)

mortgage on the house fore-
closed .on a technicality, sure
that Wade would be unable to
meet the sum.

This last attempt to save Jim
Crow. was foiled when a Chicago’
couple, Mr. and Mrs. David
Simonson, learned of the new
threat and advanced the Wade
family a loan of $12,326 to pay
off the mortgage, interest and
court costs. The Simonson couple
first heard of the persecution of
the . Wade family in Paris,
France. Their sympathy for the
fight of the Kentucky opponents
of Jim Crow motivated their ine
tervention, The racists were
deprived of the long-sought vic-
tory. ‘

But the persecution of the op-
ponents of Jim Crow in Ken-
tucky has not stopped. Henry
Rhine who defended the Wade
family was hauled into court
and questioned about “Com-
‘munist associations.” He refused
to answer under the protection
of the Bill of Rights. Rhine won
his initial court battle, but the
prosecution, represented by at-
torney A. Scott Hamiiton, ap-
pealed the judge’s decision
upholding Rhine’s constitutional
rights, More ecourt action and
more court costs lie ahead for
Henry Rhine.

His persecutor, Hamilton, ran
for Congress last November on
the States’ Rights ticket. One of
his running mates was Chair-
man of the KXentucky White
Citizens Council. His racism and
political ambitions are clear.
Rhine’s defense needs support. '
Even small contributions will be

gratefully recgived, Rhine in~
forms the Militant. Mail to:
Henry Rhine Defense, P.O.

Box 1747 Louisville 1, Ky.
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‘Tt is now three months since the national conven-

ls the Daily Worker
Appeasing Foster7

By Harry Ring

tion of the Communist Party. At that convention the dele-
gates voted to put an end to the past practice whereby

the CP “viewed uncritically de-t®

“velopments in the Soviet Union”
"and “tended to accept uncritically
many views of Marxists ini other
countries.” The convention action
was a rejection of the line of the
Foster wing of the party leader-
ship which has pushed doggedly
to choke off any serious discus-
sion or criticism of the Kremlin
bureaucracy.

The stand taken by the con-
vention was favored by that sec-
‘tion .of the Party leadership
‘headed by John Gates, editor of
the Dallv Worker. Yet in the per-
iod since the convention the
pages of that paper have beeh
marked by, an increasing tenden-
cy toward appeasement of the
Fosterites. Here is a recent case
‘m point:

lOn May 13, ini plmtm,q: ex-
cerpts from Khrushchev’'s May 10
interview with the New York
Times, the Dally Worker ran the
following .of his remarks: ‘“Stalin

had big deficiencies and draw-|

backs. . . However, he was a de-
voted revolutionary .and a de-
voted follower of Marx and Lenin.
He made mistakes, but he.also
made many contributions to our

party, to our working people and| X . o )
.SILENCE.ON HUNGARY. .. .

our country. The people will.al-
i Ways regard him. as a great
manw
\Khrushchefvs latest tribute to
the tyrant who wiped out work-
ers’ democracy in  the Soviet
Union was reprinted by the DW
without a word of comment. The
incident is. not an isolated one.
In its efforts to preserve an
uneasy “co-existence” with the
Fosterites, the DW editors have
avoided carrying out the conven-
tion mandate for independent po-
litical analysis and have failed
to keep the pledges that it made
after the 20th Congress to speak
out against crimes, ‘no matter
where committed.”

FOSTER IN MINORITY

It cannot be argued that the
editors have been blocked by a
Fosterite majoriy. Foster was in
a minority at the national con-
vention and in the national com-
mittee elected after it. This fact
is underscored by a report by
Harry Schwartz in the N. Y.
Times May 11. He reports that
in the voting in the national com-
mittee for a 17-man national
executive committee, Foster fail-
ed of election and was placed
on the committee only after a
motion was adopted to expand it
to 20 members. At the same
meeting, a motion to oust Gates

Final Score
OntheSWP
Fund Drive

By Constance Farr
Party-Building Fund Director

The final scoreboard in the
$19,256 Party-Building Fund as
"jit appeared on May 1 is printed
in this issue. ‘

Los Angeles, Oakland, San

Francisco and Akron all paid up;

on their pledges in time to make
the final scoreboard. Earlier in
the campaign, San Franciseo’s
Fund Director wrote that he was
afraid’ they could not .possibly
make their ' quota of $800 this
year, Yet not only did this braneh
come through, but it sent in $2
extra as a punctuation mark!
New York too deserves great
credit, With 2 quota of $5,000.
they came over the finish line
with $130.35 extra, to take sec-
ond place on the scoreboard with
108%. ‘

We received $50 from an old-
time friend who pledged this
amount at the start of the cam-
paign - ‘and thereby increased
the “General” category to $155.60.

We are indeed grateful to this|

militant trade unionist, who has
continuied through the years to
help party campaigns in spite of
the sacrifices entailed.

THANKS EXTENDED-

All in all, it has been a very '

guccessful campaign, with a total
of $19,711.80, or $455.80 more
than was pledged, pald in to the
fund.

With this encouragement from
its members and friends, the
SWP can embark with confidence
on the many new avenues now
cpening up for expansion, both
in the organizational and pub-
lication - fields. The Socialist

Workers Party extends its deep-|

est thanks to the members and
friends who demonstrated their
political solidarity and iconfidence
in the party by making the Par-
ty-Building Fund 1029 sueccess-
ful,

as editor of the paper, the sec-

~ond of its kind, was also defeated, |

according to ‘Schwartz.

Along with the necessary edi-
torial control, the DW editors
certainly have mo lack of major
developments which require ser-
fous evaluation and blunt crit-
icism,

There has, for example, been
a growing demand among rad-
ieals that the Soviet government
publicly detail its stand on the
Jewish questien, The DW. has

failed to join in this entirely
legitimate demand.
The recent convention also

-voted for the right to eriticize

other ‘Commiunist phrties when
necessary. Recently, conventions
have been held by the Italian,

British and Canadian - parties. In |

each case efforts to chart a new

course were beaten down and it

was made crystal clear that, re-
gardless” of cost, the leaders of

‘thése parties intend to- continue
functioning as in the past—that|

is .as unquestioning “defenders of
the Kremlin’ buréayeracy. The in-

[ ternational process of re-Stalini-

zation has also eéscaped the edi-
torial notice of the DW. - -

~“The most- glaring- instance of
the DW’s failure to carry through

-on initial - efforts. to formulate
- policy independ'eni’elx
-the. Hungarian. .events.
‘time, of . posthumous ‘‘rehabilita-

-i8 -seen in
At the

tion” of Rajk in Huneary, the

-DW declared its principled oppo-|

sition to capital punishment ev-
erywhere. Yet it remains silent
as the Kadar regime dooms hun-
dreds to death.;

Little moral credit accrued to
the paper when it reported the
death of one-time CP leader Jobn
Steuben without any mention
that he had broken with the par-
ty on the eve of the convention
with an anguished cry of protest
against the Kadar decree estab-
lishing the death penalty for
strikers

The shamefu] silence on the
crimes. being committed against
the Hungarian workers flows log-
ically from the unprincivled con-
vention compromise with Foster
to “neither condemn nor condone”
the Kremlin intervention in. that
country. And that capitulation to
Foster derived from the totally
inadequate basis of the DW’s
original ecritical stand on Hun-
gary. To take and to maintain a
resolute stand of opposition to
the Kremlin intervention de-
manded a second step. That was
to take a stand for the Hungar-
ian working class in its political
revolution against the bureau-
crats, native and Russian. "

But why didn’t the Gatesite
leaders give political support to
the Hungarian workers in their
struggle for socialist democracy
and national independence? A
serious examination of the nature

and role of the [Soviet bureau-|.

cracy certainly leads to such a
position. But it is precisely such
an examipation that the DW ed-
itors have failed to make.

ACCEPT WHEEZE

“The efforts of the Gates group
to break with the methods of
Stalinism have been circum-
scribed by their acceptance of
Khrushchev’s utterly false ex-
planation of the rise of IStalinism
—an explanation that boils down

to a ‘great leader” developing
some “negative features” in his
old age. !

Bureaucratic self-interest pre-
vented Khrushchev from making
the simple but correet Marxist
explanation that Stalin and his
associates committed their odious
crimes in the process of defend-,
ing the material privileges of a
huge, entrenched hureaucracy.
Today the masses of the Soviet
Union and Bast Europe .are de-
termrin-e»d to eliminate that bu-

'f productlon plans.

Part of a\Sbviet Atom Smasher

Thls atomic device,: one of the world’s largest, is housed in
Moscow’s Joint Nucléar Research - Institute. Its completion
refleécted the huge industrial expansion which has compelled

-- the Kremlin to attempt to devise new and more effective over-all

(Contmued from page 1) _
gims. it is hoped, will result in
the use of all leconomic facilities
without duplication 'within the
reglons.

.In .the process of reorg‘amza-
.tlon of Soviet industry the strug-
gle within the bureaucracy, we
can be sure, also plays its role.
That Khrushchev is able to do
the reorganizing meeans that he
is still the preeminent figure in
the Kremlin oligarchy. He will
try by staffmg the new regional
 councils with members of his
vbuneaucratlc entourage to in-
credse his power. Nevertheless,
‘that eight ministries — mainly
heavy industry—were at the last
minute excepted from the Teor-
ganzzatxon means that Khrush-
chev’s wing "of “the bureaucracy
is not completely dominant.

TROTSKY’S ANALYSIS

In his book, the Revolution Be-
trayed, written, in 1987, Leon
Tmbsky santicipated the ‘preséht
situation confronting Soviet ecomn-
omy. He wrote:

“The ‘progressive  role of the
Soviet bureaucracy coincides with
the period devoted to introduc-

most important elements of cap-
italist technique, The rough work
of Dborrowing, imitating, trans-
planting and grafting, was ac-
complished on the bases laid
down by the revolution: There
was, thus far, no question of any
new word in the- sphere of tech-
nique, science or art. It is posisi-
ble to build gigantic factories ac-
cording to a ready-made Western
pattern by bureaucratic com-

... Soviet Plan

ing finto the Soviet Union the.

mamd—alﬁhough to be sure, at
triple the normal cost. But the
farther you go, the more the
economy runs into the problem
of quality, which slips out of the
hands. of a bureaucracy -like a
shadow. The Soviet products are
a$ though branded with the gray

label of indifference. Under a na-|.

tipnalized ecomomy, ‘quality’ de-
mands a democracy of producers
and consumers, freedom of crit-
feism - and initiative-—-conditions
incompatible with a totalitarian
regime of fear, lies and flat-
tery. . . . Soviet democracy . . .
has become a life-and-death need
of the country.” (our emphasis.)

One thing is certain—there is
no provision in Khrushchev’s
plan for workers’. participation
to any degree in the ruhning of
the factories or in the drawing
up of the plan which determines
what proportion of the mnational
product will' go for capital in-
vestment,  consumers’ goods,

| wages and the swollen -incomes

of the bureaucracy. There is no
“self-reform” whatever by the bu-
reaucracy in this direction.
After the big build-up given
the Khrushchev plan, the Soviet
masses—already highly ecritical
of the bureaucratic rule and

fully conscious® of the bureau-

erats’ systematic = mismanage-
ment of the economy-— will be
watching f o r improvements.
‘When . it -becomes <clear that
Khrushchev’s plan is just another

‘bureaucratic gimmick that solves

nothing essential, the  Soviet
working class will increase its
pressure for workers’ democratlc

| League. The AYS is an organiza-

| reply to this proposal. We note,

cialist Challenge did not mention

- nationalized:

(The following is a letter from
the American Youth for Social-
ism to the Young Socialist

tion . of young workers and
students initiated a few months
ago in New York City by a
group of young members of the
Socialist Workers Party. Copies
of the letter were sent to the
Militant and the Young Socialist
Challenge. — Ed.)

Dear Comrades,

At a recent debate in New
York City with the Young So-
cialist League we made the fol-
lowing proposals: (1) That the
YSL - maintain itself as an inde-
pendent, unaffiliated youth or-
ganizatiéon programmatically
based on a socialist opposition to|
capitalism and Stalinism. (2)That
it invite all radical youth to join
the YSL as the first step in a
regroupment of revolutionary so-
cialist youth. (3) That under
these conditions the members of
the American Youth for Socialism
would be prepared to join the
YSL and recognize :it. as the
nucleus of a united socialist
youth movement in America.

To date we have received mno

also, that the report of the debate
which appeared in The Young So-

the proposal we set forth at that
time,

We have been follow.ng with
great interest the discussion in
your' ranks on the perspectives
for socialist youth in America as
reported in the publicly distri-
buted Young . Socialist Review
and the Bulletin of the Left-

~of the present pohtlcai program

Wing Caucus.

The majority of the National
Executive Committee of the YSL
is proposing that' the members
join the Socialist Party-Social
Democratic Federation and con-
stitute its ‘youth affiliate. It
proposes to do this on the basis

ofl the SP-SDF.

The Left-Wing Caucus of the
YSL, on the other hand, in op-
posing this course states.- “We
consider that the basic questidn
posed by, the proposal for unity
with the SP-SDF is: either to
build the YSL on a socialist
political basis or to liquidate the
YSL in its present form on the
basis of the anti-socialist polities
of the SP-SDF.”

We believe that the YSL now|

has before it a unique opportunity
and responsibility. With the dis-
solutionn of the Labor Youth
League, ‘the YSL today con-
stitutes the only national youth
organization putting forward the
ideas of socialism. As an ‘inde-
.pendent organization, with a
militant _tradition, it has: the
potential of attracting a signi-
ficant number of radical youth
from many. quarters.

SP RECORD

This perspective would be ex-
cluded for a youth organization
affiliated with and dominated by

the SP-SDF. The Socialist Party|

has a 40-year record of incom-
patibility with any youth move-

ment which even begms to display
signs of 'militancy.” The state-
ments and actions of the present
leadership = of the SP-SDF
demonstrates that - the 40-year
record is not about to be broken.

and conclusive. Social-democratic
politics inevitably comes into op-
position. to the militant aspira-
tions of radical youth. Social-
democracy expresses the in-
terests of the most conservative
and bureaucratized layers of the
labor movement, It must period-
ically either tame or drive out
those youth who wish to build
on the best traditions of the

revolutionary  workers’ move-
ment, ‘
EX-LYL’ERS ARE KEY

We believe that the most
pressing task of young revolu-
tionary socialists today 1is to

engage the thousands of former
members of the Ldbor Youth
League who are recoiling from
Stalinism, in fruitful political
discussion and collaboration look-
ing forward to the establish-
ment of a unified socialist youth|
movement. 4

Is it not obvious that affilia-
tion to the SP-SDF would make
impossible an effective approach
to the former members of the
LYL? How can radical youth who
are breaking with the bur-
eaucratic monstrosity of Stalin-
ism be attracted to.a cligue of
State - Department  “socialists”
who . display contempt for
elementary democracy and who
prohibit free dlscussmn among
socialists ?

Is it not obvious that the
independent perspective = which
we propose offers the best

possibility for the construction
of a much larger and more ef-
fective socialist youth move-
ment than anything that now
exists, and - would greatly

A Proposal to YSL on Building
The Socialist Youth Movement

spreading socialist ideas among
young workers and students?

In our opinion the position put
forward by the YSL Left-Wing
Caucus provides ,the basis for
beginning the long and neces-
sary work of constructing a
united revolutionary youth move-
ment in this country.

The AYS proposes that we
begin the process of youth re-
groupment by the affiliation of
the young members and sym-
pathizers of the Socialist Work-
ers Party to the YSL. This ‘would
immediately establish the YSL
on a considerably larger basis
than at any time in its history.

There are important political
differences among us. However
we wish to emphasize our con-
viction that these differences
can be discussed in a fraternal
fashion within the confines of
an organization that stands on
a revolutionary socialist opposi-
tion to capitalism and opposes
both Stalinism and social-demo-
cracy.

We ask you to seriously con-
sider our proposals. We suggest
the fullest discussion of them,
not only internally within the
YSL, but jointly with the AYS
membership and the young
members ‘and sympathizers of
the Socialist Workers Party in
the various localities throughout
the country.

We also suggest that during
such a period of discussion we
examine to the fullest extent
all possibilities for joint aec-
tivities and fruitful collabora-
tion.

Fraternally,
Bert Deck, Chairman

‘The ~experience is extensive

facilitate our common task of

American Youth for Socialism

By Peter Fryer

LONDON — The Bevanite
weekly Tribune played an in-
structive little trick on its read-
ers last week., It gave four quo-
tations and asked readers to
guess where they came from.
Quotation Number One, from
‘a speech opposing on behalf of
the National Executive a reso-
lution that tke land should be
“The political im-
plications of ' putting - forward
such a policy are very complex.
Nationalizing agricultural land
would be a very different pro-
position from nationalizing. Im-
perial Chemical Industries or:the
Austin motor works.” Quotation
Number Two from an Executive
speech opposing a demand that
industry be nationalized without
compensation: “A policy of ab-
solutely no compensation would
alarm those we are seeking to
neutralize, would create the max-
imum opposition, and make
most difficult a peaceful transi-
tion. In some cases a headlong
assault on privilege may be in-

; rule

escapable. In others the indirect

Fseription, said:

The British CP’s "I

approach may be best.” Quota-
tion Number Three from an Ex-

ecutive speech opposing a de-

mand for the control of indus-
try by boards elected by the
workers, said they opposed the
amendment  “not - because of
lack of confidence in the work-
ers, but because it was a prac-
tical matter of how industry
should be run.” And Quotation
Number Four, seconding an of-
ficial resolution to- retain con-

firm that the British people
should have a sufficient con-
ventional . ariny to- defend its
legitimate interests.”

WHO. SAID THAT?

Who made these Right-wing
statements? . Hugh - Gaitskell,
leader of Britain’s Labor Party?
Herbert Morrison, one of its elder
statesmen? Sam Watson, one of
the farthest Right of trade union
‘leaders? -

Printed upsxde down were the
answers: in each case the spokes-
man was a prominent member of
the British Communist Party -ad-
dressing the recent Special Na-

reaucracy The Hungarian upris-
ing was a major step on that
road.

This historie &evelo«pment is at
the same time of key importance
for those in the American CP
who are resisting a return to the
past.’A Marxist understanding of
and of the need to Sfupport the
Soviet-orbit- workers in their
struggle against the bureaucracy

is essentlal for effective opposi-
tion to Stalinism in America.
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the Kremlin bureaucratic. caste;

‘representative

} tied to foreign eapital,

By Vincent Copeland

.On April 28 a “compromise”
was announced between the ex-
treme natlonahsts of Indonesia
under President Sukarno and
the conservative nationalists
(blocked with the army officers)
under Vice-President Moham-
med. Hatta. '

The compromise consists of
giving greater autonomy to some

| of the outlying islands and at

the same time creating a more
‘“national coun-
¢il” which will include both
right-wing nationalists and In-
donesian Communist Party mem-
bers.

This compromise can be
destroyed by new military out-
breaks in the outer islands and

|in the heart of the republi¢

itself due to the fact that
Sukarno is Tleading Indonesia
into an economie¢ and political
dead end.

The program of Sukarno and
the radical nationalists is to
attempt to unite Indonesia into
a strong centralized federation
of islands and to develop it into
a modern nation. This is only
possible = through intense in-
dustrialization, Since three-
fourths' of the population of the
3,000-island republic reside on
just one island (Java), and since

{ that island has a food deficiency,

it follows that such a program
of industrialization means that
the other islands must feed Java
while Java supplies them with
industrial products. But this

| program runs counter to certain

class interests.

The army officer caste in the
outer islands, representing
wealthier. farmers, economically
have
been leading rebellions against

‘that the entrance of the “Com-

the central author1ty in  Java.
They have played on the pre-
judice and fears of the peasant
poor in these areas and ' oppose
the Java power in the name of
religion and the “war against
communism.” But they really
‘oppose moddrnization and in-
dustrialization even on a
capitalist basis.
CP ROLE

Actually, it is not possible to
modernize the economy of In-
donesia without a social revolu-
tion that would end ecapitalism
and, its ties with world imperial-
ism and introduce a mlanned
economy. This does not mean

munists” into the Sukarno gov-
ernment will bring such a revo-
lutionary change. On the con-
trary. The CP members in the
government will, according to
all indications, provide a guar-
antee against a social revolution.
That is how Sukarno views them
and he is going not only by his
direct knowledge of the In-
donesian CP but by all interna-
tional experience.

It is interesting that the U.S.
press, which welcomed Sukarno
so enthusiastically a few months
ago, is comparatively “soft” on
him for his invitation to the
CP to enter his government. The
capitalist press commentators
call Sukarno “naive” and de-
plore the line he is taking but
it is clear that they are aware
of his attempt to save capital-
ism through these maneuvers.

Sukarno went to China after
hig visit to the U.S. When he
returned to Indonesia, he was
extravagant in his praise for the
new China and spoke of plans
for industrialization along the

same lines. It was then that he

Include Right-Wingers and (P

In New Indonesia Government

also announCed hls plan for in-
cluding the CP in the govern-
ment., Most likely Sukarno got
guarantees
the Indonesian CP would remain
a willing servant of the national

“capitalists.

Thus, while Sukarno is as
enthusiasitic today about a na-
tional capitalist development in
Indonesia as he was yesterday,
he has apparently decided that
at present cooperation with
China and gaining the support
of the worker-based CP, is
necessary for the time being.
The nationalists who follow
Hatta are generally in favor of
a closer relation to the U.S. and
hostile to any cooperation with
China, .

Sukarno, in spite of his still
great popularity, represents a
nationalism which can never
come into full being in the
capitalist form he is committed
to. The Indonesian CP, to the
extent it supports Sukarno, must
contribute still further to paint-
ing a mirage of an independent,
national-capitalist .Indonesia and
thus betray the revolutionary
aspirations of the working
masses. ’ :
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“We should reaf-|

from Peking that|

oad to Socialism”

tional Congress. Number One
came from a speec: by Arthur
Jordan, CP official of the agri-
cultural workers’ union; Number
Two was said by J. R. »Camrplbell
editor of the London Daily Work-
er; Number Three, by &Frank
Haxell, one of the Stalinist bosses
of the Electrical Trades Union
and Numhber Four by a leading
member of the Young Communist
League.

Now this was instructive be-
cause thé great claim of the Brit-
ish CP leaders is that whatsoever
goes on in Eastern Europe, or
anywhere else in the world for
that matter, our party fights for
the class'interests of the British
workers, our party is the most
militant, left, revolutionary, dy-
namic organization you could de-
sire.

It is perfectly true that «Com—
munist shop stewards have an
excellent record of struggle on
behalf of their workmates in the
factories.” But the higher up the
ladder of CP officialdom you go,
the more the claims about mili-
tancy become exposed as a myth
and legend. In their own way the
CP leaders are always ready to
come to an accommodation with
| the . other bureaucrats
trade union  movement-— wher-
ever it suits their interests.

RECORD ON STRIKES

This has been shown in a num-
ber of recent strike struggles.
The outstanding example was the
strike at Norton Motors, Birm-
ingham, The workers there were
on strike for 29 weeks over the

workmates, including members of
the shop stewdrds’ committee, In-
stead of giving this struggle
their backing the CP members
on the local district committee
of the Amalgamated Engineer-

to spread the strike.

And when the workers at
iStandards, Coventry, came out
solidly against redundancy dis-
missals (layoffs)—the first in a
series of such strikes—the Sta-
linist union leaders made a bloe
with the Right-wing uhion bosses
to get the workers back to work
so that “negotiations” could take
place—and the
hailed this as a victory!

An awareness of this sort of
sell-out, matching the sell-out by
the Stalinist bureaucracy in
countries where they are in pow-
er, is beginning to dawn on many
resentful CP militants in Britain.
Many are looking with a newly
critical eye at the Party’s long-
term program, The British Road
to Socialism, a third version of
which was endorsed by the re-
cent Congress.

It is an open secret in the party
that parts of the first version,
extolling the Parliamentary road
to socialism and retaining a “fra-
ternal association” between a So-
cialist Britain and the Colonies;
were inserted by the hand of J.
V. Stalin himself. (I had this
from a British CP Political Com-
mittee member years ago, and it
has never been denied.) Version
Number Two made slight changes
to bring the document up to date:
Version Number Three makes no
substantial alteration either.

Not for nothing did one Con-

in the]

sacking of a number of their|

ing Union resisted every attempt}

Daily Worker|

gress delegate declare with pride
that a Labor Party member read-
ing . The British Road had said
to him: “Why, this isn’t a Com-
munist ‘program, it’s our pro-
gram!” This is hardly surprising.
The CP leaders found a new la-
el for their opponents at the
Congress: they called them “re-
visionists.” But if ever a sup-
posedly Marxist program was
thoroughly revisionist, this is it.

Much was made at the Con-
gress of a debate between R.
Palme Dutt and Emile Burns on
the ‘“fraternal association” is-
sue. But instead of placing the
unconditional right to self-de-
termination and independence of
all British colonies souarely in
the centre of that section of the
program, the opponents of the
“fraternal association” formula-
tion put forward the hair-split-
ting phrase “fraternal relations.”

But. the nub of The British
Road’s revisionism is its contin-
ved insistence that Parliament
can be “transformed” into an in-
strument for the achievement of
Socialism. This utter neglect of
experiences in a score of coun-
tries—Hungary the latest, though
for the Stalinists, embarrassing
example—of the way the work-
ers throw up their own organs

| of struggle and of power, shows

how far King Street has sunk
from Leninist confidence in the
masses of the people and in their
initiative.

|Abandonment of Marxism-
Leninism; distrust of the work-
ers’ own initiative; betrayal of
the workers’ struggles; a policy
on a hundred and one short-term
and long-term questions that. is
indistinguishable from ‘Gaitskell~
Morrison temporizing: all this
adds up to a picture very differ-
ent from that of the kind of class
party, dealing hammer-blows at
the employers and their govern-
ment, that the Brltlsh CP mili-
tants want,

New York
Dehate
e
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By Jose Valdez

SANTIAGO, Chile— We can
consider the April events a bril-
liant page in thé history of the
Chilean working class. These

‘The Socialist Discussion Forum

The organization of the American So-
cialist Forum (see story on page one)
will be greeted with enthusiasm by those
who are working for a reinvigorated so-
cialist movement in the United States.
The inclusiveness of ‘the Forum, as
represented by the 40 individuals who
make up its national committee, shows
that there is now a widespread recogni-
tion of the vital need for a discussion of
the program and theory of the socialist
movement. o S

The launching of the Forum was hardly
greeted with -enthusiasm by the New
York Times. But in its own way the
Times did recognize the significance of

the development. It had a three-day
coverage of the story, starting with. an

article by Harry Schwartz, one of the
Times’ top analysts, and ending with a
May 15 editorial. )

The Times editors offer- the usual
hackneyed explanation as to why “the so-
cialist movement in this country . .. is
now at a low ebb.” “Marx was completely
wrong about -capitalism’s future,” the
editors tell us. “More than a decade and
a- half of essentially full employment and

high production have confounded the

‘prophets of ‘inevitable capitalist depres-
sion.” ”” Therefore, the Times is not worried
about a few “hard core” socialists who
- go on believing what “life has shown” to
be false. As a matter of fact, the editors
generously decline to “quarrel with the

right of socialists to discuss ‘their ideas.” -

Having disposed of socialism in ‘this
way, the Times editors hurry on to offer
‘some gratuitous advice on how socialists
should conduct their discussion and who
shall participate. They do not pause to

New Troubles

Since 1935 when the TU.S. Marines
-evacuated Haiti, the U.S. capitalist gov-
‘ernment has maintained its political con-
trol of most of Latin America through

support of the area’s most )re.aqt‘i,_opayyw

~ politicians and dictators. These puppets, in
return for military aid and bribes, allow
U.S. firms to remove their countries’
natural resources and exploit the cheap
labor of their underfed populations. In
recent months, 4 such regimes have been
the target of open revolt or mass demon-
strations, those in Cuba, Chile, Haiti and
Columbia. ;

. In Cuba, guerrilla warfare is being waged
-against the regime of bloody dictator
Fulgencio Batista. The forces fighting
Batista are, according to all U.S. reports,
at least passively supported by the Cuban
people. The revolt is being led, at this point
by university students, chafing under the
lack of opportunity presented to them by
Cuba’s one-crop economy (U.S.-controlled
sugar) and Batista’s corrupt and reac-
tionary rule.

In Chile, where U.S. controlled copper
mining| provides T0% of the national
budget, a rise in bus fares set off mass
demonstrations April 2 and 3. The demon-
strations, which began in the working-
class districts of Santiago and quickly in-
volved the students, were halted only after
police and Army gunfire resulted in 40
deaths and the bus fares had been lowered
back down. The fare increases were only
the last straw in a runaway inflation in
which wage increases are prohibited by law
to exceed 50% of the cost of living rise.

In Haiti, Dictator-President Paul Mag-
loire was forced out of office last Decem-
ber by a geneyal strike. The provisional

reflect on the $40 to $50 billion yearly
expenditure for World War III prepara-
tions, which keeps the ' sick economic
system of capitalism from collapsing.in
the U.S. Not a word of how, in the last
four decades, the capitalist system has
plunged the world into two unbelievably
devastating world wars, innumerable
“limited” wars, a great depression that
rocked the system to its foundations, a
world-wide revolutionary upsurge against
capitalism, the hideous scourge = of
fascism, and the appalling fear that grips
everyone — the fear that a slow fuse is
burning towards an explosion of nuclear

horror that will reduce the world and}|

the U.S. — including its “prosperous”
economy — to radioactive ruins.

‘The advice the Times gives to “genuine”
socialists is to exclude the members of

the Communist Party from its discus-

siong, The 'CP is only the largest segment
of the American radical movement. It
happens also that the whole discussion
started because of the great crisis that
opened in the Communist parties follow-
ing the downfall of the Stalin cult and
the revolutionary uprisings in Poland and

‘Hungary. Thousands of radical workers

are seeking a way out of the blind alley

_of . Stalinism towards revolutionary so-

cialism. Who will help them find their
way? The New York Times?

..To exclude the CP from the discussion
would be to kill the discussion by robbing
it of one of its main participants. That

“would be just fine for the New York
.Times. But then, who ever believed that

they were interested in a healthy discus-
sion among socialists in the first place?

for Wall Street

government which is now in shaky con-
trol is attempting to maintain domination
of the ruling elite, for the most part agents
for U.S. firms, by rigging the presidential
elections set for June 16. Strikes and |
demonstrations, however, are spreading
widely in opposition to the -provisional
government’s ban on public discussion and
assembly in the pre-election period.

.LEADERSHIP LACKING

were vibrant protest demonstra-
tions manifesting a highly mili-
tant reaction of the workers who,
with the increase in bus fares,
saw their cup- of misery flow
over,

'The movement initiated by the
students acquired a definite class
character when it was surpassed
by the movement of the working
class on April 2, It was then no
longer a case of going after small
fry but. of demonstrating lagainst
those truly responsible for hun-
ger. ~

MILITANCY SHOWN

The demonstrations were car-
ried on against the highest insti-
tutions of the -capitalist class
(the breaking of the Congress’
windows and of the Court tri-
burals); stoning of the clubs
where - the most hated of
the oligarchy met (the Septem-
ber Club and the Union .Club) and
against the newspaper of Big
‘Business and of foreien imper-
ialism, - the famous  “Mercurio.”
(A few feet away, the Metro
movie house was showing the
picture, “High Society” starring
Princess Grace Kelly.)

A : clear manifestation of the
fighting capacity of the masses
was the fact that in the face of
continuous police gunfire, the
workers would not quit but would
fall back in order to regroup a
few minutes. afterwards. They
also carried out assaults on sev-
eral. small arsepals. The meve-
ment, concentrated in the center
of the city, extended to the work-
ers’ centers from which a few
protest parades were launched.
Nevertheless, and this must be
made clear because of the stories
carried in foreign mewspapers—
the movement at mo- time as-
sumed the character of a strug-
gle for state power.

At no time was the govern-
ment that serves the interests of
‘Chilean Big Business and of im-
perialism in danger. The work-
ers created no special organs of
power of their own in the course
of the struggles.

The fact that no organized
general strike took place, that
the workers in the factories did
not hold meetings and that there
were. no great meetings -organ-
ized in the neighborhoods ready
to march on the center demon-
strates that all the forces of the
working class were not mobilized

deed, only a small part of the
working class participated in the
struggle,

The April struggle had. no
leadership. The movement was
an improvised protest demonstra-
tion. The FRAP (alliance of the
Communist, Socialist Party and
others) hid its head ostrich-fash-
ion, and denied any participation
in the movement. Its president,
Allende, declared in a communi-
cation that “No one is to go out
on the streets.” The Communist
Party ordered its militants to
stay home, In the Senate de-
bates; Allende and Quinteros T.
declared themselves against what
they cdlled “the riot of April 2,
promoter of chaos.”

We can say that the April
events had enormous significance
for the future development of the
working-class struggles in Chile.
The process of retreat which be-
gan with the defeat of the Jan.
9, 1956 general strike,. has been
arrested. A period of resurgence
of the mass movement is begin-
ning. But we can not say that
the working class has already
taken the offensive nor that it
has reached the Jevel of struggle
it attained in 1955.

The April events have given
the workers more confidence in
their strength. There is no feel-
ing among the workers of being

feel that through their militaney
they have made the government]
repeal the rise in fares. The
struggles have also shown the
working class, and especially its
vanguard, the necessity of creat-
ing a fighting leadership since
the FRAP has once again cap-
itulated and the CUT (the Cen-
tral Union of Workers) once
again proved impotent. There
were many cases where workers
who fought in the streets were
heard to say “We have no leader-
ship. What are the FRAP and
CUT doing?” A phrase that is
now on every one’s lip is “We
must prepare for the next time.”

BASIC PROBLEMS

The position in which the
workers’ movement Tinds itself
today is highly contradictory. On
one hand, there exists a strong
desire for struggle op the part
of the working class, a wish to
unitedly - confront the ecapitalist
class in the open and a profound
hatred for the government. On
the other hand, the union move-
ment is more leaderless and
atomized than ever. Today there
exists no centralized leadership
at the industry-wide level or on
a national scale. The majority of
the leaders have been exiled or.

for the protest movement. In-

jailed.. The vanguard elements

In Colombia, the bloody dictatorship of
General Rojas Pinilla was ended this
month by nation-wide demonstrations, a
general strike, and pitched battles in the
industrial center of Cali. The military
junta which replaced Rojas includes his
supporters and has the support of the
country’s capitalist politicians, the Catho-
lic Church, and the U.S. State Dep’t.
In Cali, however, the workers are already
proceeding, without permission from the
junta, to round-up and execute members
of the “Blue Birds,” semi-fascist gangsters
who were protected in -their anti-labor
terrorism under the Rojas regime and the
Conservative government which preceded
it. ‘ :

As in Haiti, the working class, whose

“action was the decisive blow against the

dictator, cannot be expected to endure its
old misery in silence. The workers will
continue as a powerful force struggling for
the country’s economic independence and
social advancement. Bowing before the
inevitable, the U.S. capitalist press has
made a big show of hailing the ouster of
Magloire and Rojas. Nevertheless, these
events indicate trouble ahead for imperial-
ist domination of Latin America upon
which the structure of U.S. capitalist
profits is, in significant part, dependent.

I

This week Pioneer Publishers
is featuring five pamphlets of
the Pioneer Pocket Library and
announcing the title of the sixth
which is in preparation.

No. 1. THE DEATH AGONY
OF CAPITALISM' AND THE
TASKS OF THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL, 64 pages.
25 cents,

This basic document was
drafted by Leon Trotsky as an
analysis of the capitalist world
and of the Soviet Union. It
presents the Trotskyist program
for the working class the world
over,

x % %

No. 2. LEON TROTSKY ON
THE SUPPRESSED TESTA-
MENT OF LENIN. 48 pages.
25 cents. .

This pamphlet explains the
famous last testament of Lenin

and the origin of the Stalin

cult, Tt also containg the text
of the “Testament.”
* % % -
No. 3. THE KIROV ASSASSI-
NATION. By Leon Trotsky.
32 pages. 25 cents. )
This pamphlet, long out of
print, ‘is Trotsky’s masterful
analysis - of Stalin’s - frame-up
system in/the case that led to the
infamous Moscow Trials of the
1930’s. * %k %

No. 4. THE ITWW — The Great
Anticipation. By James P.
Cannon. 40 pages. 25 cents.

A participant in the struggles
of the IWW in its heyday, Can-
non writes on the fiftieth
anniversary of its founding in
1905, analysing its contributions
to the struggle for industrial
unionism and the indebtedness
of the CIO to those early fight-
ers for the rights of the work-

ing class.,

No. 5. EUGENE V. DEBS —

The Socialist Movement of

His Time; Its Meaning for

Today. By James P. Cannon.

40 pages. 25 cents.

Cannon appraises the great
contributions of Debs, the
reasons why he still lives in the
hearts of so many workers and
the limitations. of some of his
concepts. »

% %k %

No. 6. THE CHINESE COM-
MUNIST PARTY AND THE
HUNGARIAN REVOLUTION
By M. Banda. This pamphlet
is in preparation. Orders filled
upon request, 25 cents.

* k%

A bundle of five of any of the
above pamphlets available at $1.
Order individual copies qr
bundles from Pioneer -Pub-
liishers, " 116 University Place,
New York 3, N. Y. :

(Continued from page 1)

ter their differences may have
been. Moreover, there are indi-
cations that in the ranks of la-
bor, among farmers, in the col-
leges and among the American
people generally there are many
who do not accept the status quo
and who are developing an inter-
est in political discussions pro-
vided a fresh and undogmatic ap-
proach is undertaken.
~ “Those who organize AMER-
JCAN FORUM do so not on the
ground that the problems of
building a sound and effective
American left have been solved
and agreement for action has
been reached. Their simple aim
is to promote study and especial-
ly continuous discussion in a sit-
uation where many of the an-
swers are not known and much
division, confusion and conse-
quent frustration exist. They be-
lieve that.all individuals from all
elements should be involved in
this, provided they commit them-
selves to a free exchange of
views in a spirit of inquiry.
“AMERICAN TFORUM holds
that eventual socialist unity re-
quires clarity on fundamental so-
cial issues, along with tolerance
of differences on other matters
and comradely discussion of them
within a2 common forum, It be-
lieves, therefore, that all impor-
tant problems must be frankly
and sharply discussed but equal-
ly that this discussion should be
oriented to the future and not
the past and concentrate on dis-
cussion of the program of a dem-
ocratic . socialist movement in
the U.S. and how such a move-
ment may be brought into being.
“Since it is of the greatest im-
portance large numbers of peo-
ple, including youth, be drawn
into discussion locally, from la-
bor unions, farm organizations,
colleges, churches, etc., AMER-
TCAIN FORUM will have as one
of its aims the formation, en-

BOOKS - PAMPHLETS

On Sociaism
and the Labor
Movement

Order Free Catalog from:
PIONEER PUBLISHER
116 University Place

...United Forum

| couragement and assistance of

local groups or committees for
this purpose. This may include
assistance to local groups in set-
ting up forums, ete., and going
beyond :mere occasional discus-
sion meetings.

“Other‘purposes will be:

“(1) To call attention to the
various periodicals and publica-
tiong of groups whose members
are involved in -the discussions
and - encourage ' people to read
them; and to publish bulletins or
pamphlets under its own imprint
as occasion requires.

(2) To organize regional and
national . conferences, and by
these and other means to con-
tribute not only to intellectual
clarification but to.'the building
of a mew morale and ethic, a
spirit of fair play, labor militan-
cy, determination and Thope
among the progressive and radi-
ical forces in this country.”

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Members of the Americun Fo-
rum’s national comimittee, other
than the seven national officers
already cited are:

‘James Aronson, New York

City; Joseph Atkins, Baltimore;
Michael Baker, Minneapolis;
Paul Baran, Palo Alto, ‘Calif.;
Stringfellow Barr, New York
City; Albert Blumberg, New
York City; Carl Braden, Louis-
ville,. Ky.; Derk Bodde, Phila-
dephia; Harold Charbnau, Chi-
cago; Bert Cochran, New York
City; Jack Cypin, Nassdau Coun-
ty, N. Y.

Dorothy Day, New York City;
Dave Dellinger, Glen ‘Gardner,
N. J.; Farrell Dobbs, New York
City; W.-E. B, DuBois, New York
City; Waldo Frank, Truro, Mass.;
J. Stuart Innerst, Pasadena; Rus-
sell Johnson, Boston;
Loud, Yellow ISprings, Ohio; Con-
rad Lynn, Rockland -County,
N. Y.: C. H. Mayer, Andes, N. Y.;
Clifford McAvoy, New York
City. :

David McReynolds, New York
City; William Neumann, Balti-
more; Russell Nixon, New York
City; Harvey O’Connor, Winetka,
I11.; Sam Pollock, Cleveland; Jo-
seph Starobin, New York City;
Fritjof Thygeson, Berkeley,
Calif.; Charles Walker, Cheyney,
Pa.; Doxie Wilkerson, New York
City; William Appleman Wil-
liams, Eugene, Ore.; H. H. Wil-
son, Princeton, N. J.; Milton Zas-

New York 3. N. Y.

| low, New York City. -

defeated. On the contrary, they |

Oliver|

among the workers must under-
stand that without -centralized
organization it will be very dif-
ficult to take the offensive,

What is now of primary im-
portance: is - to reorganize  the
workers’ movement. The Revo-
lutionary Workers Party (POR)
calls for the formation of re-
organizing committees by trades
or by industries and of inter-in-
‘dustry committees of all the

the CUT or not. This process
should culminate in trade-wide
and industry-wide congresses and
in a general congress of all work-
ers which should form a power-
ful workers’ center. At the same
time, the Chilean Trotskyists
fight to establish a left-wing in
the trade unions -which would
champion uynity among the most

unions, whether they belong . to.

A Report on Events in Chile

cliss-conscious workers in order
to struggle against the reform-
ists and bureaucrats ‘in the Ia-
bor movement.

KEY DEMANDS

Union reorganization and uni-
ty will not come about automat-
ically but will result from united
struggles for objectives of con-
cern to all workers, Thus in tex-
tiles, metallurgy, mines and in
construction, the workers should
try to win the principle of the
single contract. On a general
scale, the workers should go after
the escalator clause in the min-
imum wage and a sliding scale in
family grants equal to the earns
ings of the employed. Under
the escalator '‘clause, the mini-
mum wage should be readjust-

able every three months.

The working-class struggle
will also be advanced consider-
ably through running a candi-
date for the presidency of the
Chilean Republic in 1958 who
comes from the ranks of the
workers’ movement and is cho-
sen by a national convention of
trade unions of workers and of
farmers. '

Great are the tasks to be ac-
complished. If a struggle for the
reorganization of the workers’
movement is not undertaken, the
government and the employers
will sweep the union and political
organizations ' of the working
class away for years. If reorgan-
ization is achieved, the workers
can begin the counter-offensive
of their class. The present mood

of the workers gives promise of
this. .

| Reuther and Dave Beck ,

By Myra Tanner Weiss

rent |Senate hearings into laber
racketeering and the process
it has set in motion.

This power of the Big-Business
dominated government is a direct
consequence of the fact that the
entire labor bureaucracy, cor-
rupt or “honest,” subordinates
the union movement to the cap-
italist class on the political field.
Company - unionism in politics
gives Big Business its greatest
power over the labor movement.
The responsibility for labor’s
weakness in politics belongs as
much to Walter Reuther, presi-
dent of the United Auto Work-
ers, as it does to Dave Beck, head
of the International Brotherhood
of Teamsters. )

The Senate hearings are de-
signed to create an atmosphere
in. which anti-labor legislation
can be passed. Thig is frankly
stated by Senate Subcommittee
members. The exposure of cor-
ruption is only the means, not the
object of the “investigations.”

Newark Meeting
Hears Five Views
On Socialist Road

Over 150 persons packed Tunis
Hall in Newark, May 10, to thear
five speakers present their views
on “American Socialism and the
Future.”

Dave Dellinger, an ‘editor of
Liberation magazine and first

‘speaker at the meeting urged

adoption of what he called Com-
munitarian Socialism, namely the
building of vroducers’ coover-
atives by socialists. “Socialism
has no future until it has a pres-
ent,” said Dellinger. “We must
begin living socialism today.”
Martha Stone, New Jersey
chairman of the Communist
Party, saw socialism coming to
America as the outcome of peace-
ful and constitutional changes
brought about by a ‘people’s
anti-monopoly coalition” whose
first concern would he to curb
the monopolists, One way to es-
tablish such a “coalition” is to
“transform” the Democratic Par-
ty when it kick's out the Dixie-
crats, ‘

Harry Braverman, an editor of
American Socialist, addressed
himself to what he called the
“rout of the left’” in America to-
day. The world has changed, he
stated, therefore our ideology
must ~ change. The socialist-
minded must seek to influence
the labor movement with their
‘thoughtful propaganda. There
should be no thin agitating, he
said. R

Daniel Roberts, editor -of the
Militant, forecast - as the next
stage of developmernt in the U.S.
the emergence of a left-wing in
the unions. “What shall we offer
the thousands of workers who
‘will make up such a left wing?
The State-Department socialism
of the Socialist Party-Social
Democratic  Federation? = The
newly radicalized workers will
want no part of that. They will
be 'breaking with the cold-war
propaganda and the witch-hunt.
We should offer them a class-
struggle program and a party of
revolutionary socialism.” Roberts
urged systematic discussion
| throughout - the radical move-
ment to arrive at a program
for the regroupment of revolu-
tionary socialists in America.

Max Shachtman, national chair-
man of the Independent Social-
ist League proposed the Social-
ist Party-Social Democratic Fed-
| eration as the arena for the unity
of all socialists. There should be
only one programmatic condition
for socialist unity, he said, name-
ly that the united movement
must not hold that there is any-
thing progressive in the Soviet
Union or anything there worthy
of defense. g

The chairman of the ‘meeting

was Dr. Hans Freistadt of New-

ark, .

The extent to which the-government can intervene
into the affairs of the labor movement, prevent strikes,
arbitrate differences, suppress union democracy and force
splits is underscored by the cur-® =

Yet discussion over “probes” so
fraught with danger for the
whole labor movement tends to
center, not on kow to combat
anti-labor legislation, but on a
trick issue posed by Sen. Me-
Clellan — “bad officials” versus
“good officials.”

When several weeks ago, the
late Sen.. McCarthy (R.-Wisc.)
jumped into the publicity lime-
light and accused the United
Auto Workers and its president,
Walter Reuther, of corruption,
MeClellan was quick to disasso-
ciate himself from his overhasty
colleague. The one- at-a-time
strategy is preferred by Big Busi-
ness in its scandal ecampaign.

McCarthy’s intervention, how-
ever, was not entirely negative
from MecClellan’s point of view.
It enabled McClellan to pose as
the defender of the “honest” of-
ficials against the crooked ones,
and thus keep the diversionary
debate going in the labor move-
ment over which of the current
labor officials were “good” and
which bad.

It is true that the differences

between Reuther and Beck are
important. But from the point of
view of the needs of the labor
movement for a leadership capa-
ble of defeating the. employing
class, it is the identity between
Reuther and Beck that’ is deci.
sive,
The differnces are obvious to
all. If Beck had to live on
Reuther’s not-so-modest $22,000-
year salary, plus expenses, he
would feel like a pauper. (Beck
would feel restricted even on his
own mnominal salary of $50,000 a
year.)

THE BUSINESSMAN

Another difference is in the
tackground of Beck and Reuther.
Beck vearned to be a business-
man from the very beginning. He

manipulated the section of the

labor movement over which he
gained control to gain entrance
into the business community. He.
straddles the two clssses as em-
ployer and labor official. Fur-
thermore, he alwavs looked upon
the union as a “business.”

Reuther started as a socialist
with an eye to the historic role
of the working class., But as he
‘rose to the top of the UAW and
‘came under the pressure of the
employers and the Big Business
dominated government, he shed
‘his socialist ideas. His personal
ambition to be recognized as a
“statesman” in American capi-
talist society replaced earlier
ideas of fighting the capitalist
system. He, like Beck, came to
utilize his union post to satisfy
that ambition.

Another difference between
Beck and Reuther lies in the na-
ture of the industry and the na-
ture of the union in which each
operates. Beck functions in an in-
dustry that lacks concentration.
Contracts are signed with several
thousand ‘employers. The oppor-
tunities for deals
shenanigans are close at hand as
are the opportunities of playing
off one group of drivers against
another. Because of this, rank-
_and-file control is rendered far
more difficult as the locals tend
to be isolated one from the other.

SKILLED OPERATOR

Reuther’s job of dominating
the UAW requires far more skill.
He has to manipulate the most
powerful, concentrated and mili-
tant union in the country. The
UAW enjoys a long tradition of
internal democracy. To construct
a bureaucratic machine and main-
tain its control over the member-
ship is no easy task. Reuther
could never have succeeded in the
UAW by functioning the way
Beck has.

But what Reuther and Beck
have in common is more impor-
tant than the Istinctions between
them. Enumerating the differ-
ences already reveals their com-
mon features. Both men bureau-
cratically dominate their unions,

with only a difference in degree.

Both stand at the head of a ma-
chine of permanent office-hold-~
ers who constitute a privileged
bureaucratic clique, Both pursue
policies of class-collaboration—
in politics and in economic af-
fairs.

" Beck expressed his contempt
for class-struggle policies when
he denounced the old TWW, the
first industrial union in Amer-
ica. “These Wobblies are nuts,”
he said. “You can’t beat the
bosses by trying to destroy them.
1 have no use for class warfare.”

Reuther also rejects eclass-

‘You Are Gule,
Brother Reuther’

A delegate from Tarrytown,
N. Y. to the UAW convention
last April found himself in
an argument with Walter
Reuther over the question of
the dues increase. After ex~
plaining his ideas about what
the union .leadership should
be doing, the delegate con=
cluded: “I would like to urge
~this Convention to support a
roll call vote on this im-
mediate resolution, hecause I
feel myself that this Conven-
tion seems like a steamroller
Convention.” Thank you,
Brother Reuther, it was a
pleasure speaking to you. It
took. four hours; believe me,
you are lcute; you are smart.
This is the first time I ever
came to a Convention, and I
have.a lot to tell the people
when I go back home. Thank .
you.”

and other|

struggle concepts such as the
IWW emblazoned in the pream-
ble to its constitution. (“The
working class and the employing
class have nothing in common,”
said the preamble.) Reuther does
not speak in such contemptuous
terms as Beck, but he, too,
claims that management and the
workers have common interests.
At the 1954 convention of the
CIO, Reuther argued against the
idea of building an independent
labor party. He claimed that, “un-
like Europe with its rigid class
groups, America is a place where
social groups are in flux, with-
out a rigid class structure.” *

Beck has become notorious for
deals he works out with the em-
ployers at the expense of the
workers. But the recent conven-
tion of the UAW heard bitter
complaints about some of the
agreements engineered by Reu-
ther’s machine. Delegates scored
agreements, entered into by top
UAW officers, that sacrificed
wages and conditions at Stude-
baker, Auto-Lite and Packard in
order to preserve the “competi-
tive position” of these firms.

‘Again, according to a vice-
president of the Chrysler Cor-
poration, the UAW officers had
agreed last summer to allow the
company to speed-up the Chrys=
ler workers in order to bring the
rate of production up to that
prevailing at* GM and Ford.

Corruption grows inevitably
out of the process of collabora-
tion between employer and union
official. The collaboration, in
turn, is made possible by bu-
reaucratic suppression of union
democracy—whether done ecrude-
ly or with the aid of artful
demagogy. The elimination of
corruption—a by-product of bu-
reaucracy—is not a separate task
but is part of a struggle against
the entire labor bureaucracy and
its class - collaborationist out-
look.

Under the spur of the anti-
labor offensive and of worsening
working conditions, the union
ranks will begin organizing
against the bureaucracy. They
will build left-wings, which will
triumph over the union bureau-
crats to the extent that they are
organized on class-struggle
program including 2dvocacy of
building a labor party. Only as a
result of that kind of struggle
will the unions ‘acquire leader-
ship that can beat back the Big
Business offensive and one that is

a

honest and democratic as well.



Is it any wonder that the world locks
with suspicion on the U.S. when our Ne-
gro population is and has been subjected
"to the loss of its liberty, to diserimina-
tion, to violence?

School segregation still continues’ ram-
pant throughout most ofl the South where
it is backed up by Democratic-Party state
laws and administered by poll-tax Demo-
crats. It continues in a somewhat more
hidden form in the'North.

The hypocrisy of the Northern liberal
Democrats and their pretensions to sup-
port of civil rights was thoréughly ex-
posed during the 1956 elections when
neither party made a forthright call for
enforcement of the Supreme Court school
decision.
~ School segregation continues in the
‘Northern industrial cities, including Chi-
cago — cities that are run by the Demo-
cratic party. And the. form of this
segregation is in some ways even more
hidden, insidious and dishonest than the
retten Southern variety. ’

Here in Chicago school segregatlon is

accomplished mainly through residential -

segregation: Negroes are terrorized into
staying in restricted areas. . . Here are
the slum tenements. and overcrowded
firetraps where fantastically high rents
and high profits go into the pockets of
gouging, white absentee landlords. If
under this inhuman pressure, Negroes
try to escape the ghetto they are met
with bombs, beatings, shootings, destruc-
tion of their property and jeopardy of
their lives.

The proof is there for any one who
wants to see. The Trumbull Park terror
has continued for years now. As late as
‘last Palm Sunday, Rev. Fison’s church
held at the Trumbull Park Fieldhouse,
was bombed and the Reverend threatened
with eviction for conductmg integrated
services.

There rnust be a compelhng reason why
the U.S. government, one of the strongest
state powers in the world, does not protect
its people from violence, why it does not
enforce its own ‘Constitution. . .

There is a compelling reason why such.

laws .are not enforced (even though not a
good one.) . The basic reason is that
the capitalist class in this country needs
the double exploitation of the Negro peo-

ple to maintain the prefits of their’

system. To grant equality to  the. Negro
population would jeopardize the position
of special privilege now held by the small
percentage of the popylation that con-
trols most of the population of the earth.
This explains why both major parties

The Negro Struggle

By Howard Mayhew
A Socialist and a Democratic Congressman Dehate Givil Rights

“ have come from their own mass struggle

rus MILIT,

NT

We puhlllish . herewith - excerpts from the
presentation made by Howard Mayhew, Chicago
organizer of the Socialist Workers Party, as he
debated Congressman . Sidney Yates, a Chicago
Democrat, on the issue of civil rights. The
debate was held before an audience of teenagers,
May 10, at Francis Parker School in that city.
The great majority of the 300 youth present
were white but they greeted with warm, spon-
taneous applause Mayhew’s slashing attack on
the Jim Crow system and the joint responsibility
of the Republican and Democratic parties in
maintaining it.

A /liberal Democrat, Congressman Yates ap-
parently felf so pressed by the response to
Mayhew’s presentation that in the question
period he called for the use of all means to
enforce the Supreme Court school desegregation
decision, including the use of Federal troops,if
necessary,  Sympathetic laughter  from the
students greeted Mayhew’s suggestion that if
Congressman Yates really meant business about
this he would get up and speak for it in the
halis of Congress.

Yatés left 1mmednate1y afterward while
Mayhew remained wuntil the auditorium was

closed with a large group of students whof

wanted to continue w1th their questlons and
discussion. — Ed.

have demonstrated repeatedly that they
have nc intention to help achieve Negro
equality.

Whatever the Negroes have gained

and from their alliance with the labor
movement — against both the Republican
and Democratic parties and! the ‘capitalist
clags they both represent. . .

Next Friday thousands will go from
all parts of the country by car and train
to Washington, D. C. They will meet in
a huge mass demonstration before the
Lincoln Memorial. The purpose is to arouse
American public opinion against the
failure to enforce the law — and to aid
the Negro people in their heroic defense
against the -racist violence now being
directed against them.

This event will take place in a few days.
Yet you will notice the conspiracy of
silence about it in the press. Only the
Negro and labor press helps to organize
the project. The capitalist-controlled
press will not lift a finger to make that
great democratic demonstration a suc-
cess. . .

By this conspiracy and sullen opposi-
tion they expose their complicity in the
crime of segregation. On the other hand,
the masses of Negro and white workers
who will assemble next Friday — by their
inspiring solidarity and self-sacrifice in
the best tradition of struggle for equality
and democracy — are providing an
example of the method by which the
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MORTON SOBELL i

. .. Sobell Denied New Hearing

This modern steamer has

passengers up the Hudson River to Bear Mountain on Sunday,

May 26. Proceeds will be used
Bobell.

Have you purchased your tickets?

‘been chartered to carry 3,000

to help win justice for Morton

(Continued from page 1)

the Appeals Court is not unex-
pected. The whole fabri¢ of the.
witch hunt falls apart with an
objective examination of the
Sobeil case. The role of the FBI

~as an extra-legal political police

stands exposed. These are the
reasons for the pressure to keep

 the Sobell case closed and the

prison doors locked.

This same panel of judges one
week earlier gave a decision in-
volving - illegal - wire - tapping.
Judge Medina also wrote that
opinion. ‘He contended that the

federal government is not
responsible if lower authorities
do a littlte illegal snooping.

Evidence obtained can stand in a

federal court which need not
concern itself with how the
evidence is obtained. With such
‘“logi¢” the federal courts would
sanction the most vile police
practices and encourage the
violation of law. ’

Support for Sobell will be
demonstrated with the coming
boat ride up the Hudson, May
26, under the auspices of the
Sobell Committee. On this day
3000 New Yorkers will give their
answer to the three Appeals
judges. With greater determina-
tion than ever before we will
again demand freedom for
Morton Sobell.

By Tom Leonard

MINNEAPOLIS — A recent
meeting of the Twin - Cities La-
bor Forum, a non-partisan group-

the topic “Scxence, Socialism, and
America.”

Baker, who is co-chairman of
the Minn. Committee for Inde-
pendent Political Action, made it
clear at the start of his talk that
he would avoid dealing with im-
mediate political questions.

Going back ‘to 1937, he traced
the tremendous advances made in

final victory agalnst racial preJudlce will
be won.
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A Day Together

For Justice!
SOBELL BOAT RIDE
TO BEAR MOUNTAIN
'Sunday, May 26

Board Boat at Battery Park or
134th St. Pier (instead of at
125th St. Pier as' previously an-
nounced)

Roundtnp Adults $2.50
Children $1.00

Tickets at: Morton Sobell
. Committee
940 Broadway, N.Y.C.

Phone: AL 4-9983

‘NEGROES
ON THE
MARCH

A Frenchman’s Report
on the American Negro
Struggle

By Daniel Guerin
192 -pages $1.50

\
N

Order from
PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 University Place
New York 3, N.Y.

SPECIAL PRICE

The LW.W.

A Study of American
Sy‘ndicalism

By Paul F. Brissenden

Cloth, 438 pages
$5.75° (listed $7.50)

Order from:

Pioneer - Publishers
116 University Place

New York 3, N.Y.

Calendar

Chicago
Militant Labor Forum. Friday,
May 24, 8:15 P.M.
Report on the Pilgrimage to
‘Washington.”  Speaker: Rev.
Joseph P. King. 777 W, Adams.
®
Los Angeles

School of International So-
cialism presents two series of
Saturday afternoon lectures. At
1 P.M. “The First American
Revolution,” by Wm. F. Warde.
May 25 subject: “The Contest
for Power Between the Patri-
cians and Plebeian: 1783-
1789,” At 2 P.M., “The Russian
Revolution of 1917,” by Theo-
dore Edwards. May 25 subject:
“The Balance Sheet of the
October Revolution: A Marxist
Analysis of the Soviet Union.”

1702 E. 4th St.

JUST OFF THE PRESS

The Santana Case

Tragedy of a
Puerto Rican Youth

By Joyce Cowley

17 pages 10 cents
Order from:
Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place

' New York 3, N.Y.

“Eyewitness:

of Events I

New York

‘Militant Labor Forum.
May 18, 8:30 P.M. “March on
Washington — An Eyewitness
Report.” Speaker: Henry Gitano.
Questions, Discussion. Followed
by a social evening, 116 Univer-
sity Place:. Contribution 50 cents.

* x %

Debate, Friday, May 24, 8 P.M.
“What Road to Socialist Re-
groupment?” Max Shachtman,
Independent Socialist League,
vs. Murry Weiss, Socialist Work-
erz Party, Chairman. Clifford T.
McAvoy. Central Plaza Hall, 2nd
Ave. -and 7th St. Adm, $1.00
students 50 ecents, unemployed
free.

Sat.,

*

American Youth for Socialism
holds open meetings every
Tuesday night at 8:00 P.M., at
116 TUniversity Place. A short
business meeting is followed by
an interesting educational dis-
cussion. May 21: “A Participant’s
Report on the March on Wash-
ington.” Speaker: Jim Lane.

* * %

Marxist Labor School. A series
of classes from 8 to 10 P.M. every
Monday night until June 10 on
“The History of American So-
cialism” led by Joyce Cowley,
SWP candidate for Mayor of
New York. To register phone
ALgonquin 5-7852, 116 Univer-
sity Place. ‘

L

To The

Name

Introductor Offer!

A Slx-Monlh Subscription

The Mllltant

Militant Only $1

Street

OB City

116 University Place A
New York 3, N. Y.
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officials as having been members

medicine, agriculture, application
‘of energy, etc.. He gave graphic
‘examples of how solar energy
was being utilized to produce elec-
tricity far below the! cost ‘of
methods now being used; how ex-
periments were proving that the
sea was a practically unlimited
source of minerals and of food
which would eliminate the dan-
ger of famine on a world wide
scale, Science, said Baker “has
jumped from an adjunct of pro-
duction to a production force.”

. Implicit in Baker’s remarks
was the fact that science was in
a position  to rid mankind of pri-
vation and to open up new ave-
nues of social progress, “We see

‘ing, heard M. H. Baker speak on-

| people”:

‘Science and Socialism’ Discussed
By M. H. Baker at Twin Cities Forum

| the material possibilities” he said,

“and the historical evidence. It
has to happen! There is no al-
‘ternative except for it to hap-
pen!”

He then presented a theory
which he said “always excites
“The USA, more than
any other country has achieved
‘socialization’ of industry — of
methods of work.”

“American workers: and Amer-
ican businessmen know ‘sociili-
zation’ — and they practice it!”
He later made it clear that the
relationship between the worker
and the businessmen was far
from harmonious.

Baker did not go into why
American capitalism is so hostile
to the concept of linking up the
productive apparatus it controls
to the scientifically proven facts
he had outlined. However he did
make an interesting analogy.
Placing American society with its
tremendous scientific 'and pro-
duction potential on one side of
a “street,” he pointed out that
“On the other side of the street
~— besides abundance — we have
peace! The question is to crozs

-« A-Tests

(Continued from page 1)

the 1951 tests, In which officials
claimed a minimum of fallout
in the test region, radioactive
snow was recorded . in far-off
Rochester, N. Y.

Little wonder that at the
beginning of this year, Warren
Weaver, chairman of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences Com-

Atomic Radiation told a Senate
Subcommittee: “I do not think
it. is fair to the people of the
United States or the people of
the world to give them the im-
pression that there is no danger
involved in this, for there is.”

Those in Nevada who have
spoken out against this murder-
'ous business have been given
the usual government treatment.
The Reporter teils the story of
Robert A. Crandall, editor of the
weekly Times-Bonanza, publish-
ed in Tonopah, Nevada, near
where “Butch” Bardoli died. His
paper has courageously attacked
the criminally callous c¢onduct
of the AEC. Editor Crandall
reports numerous pressure visits
from AEC officials. Sometimes,
he says, “They say something
like this, ‘Well, of course, the
Communists would like us to

‘| out the country, and there has

mittee on Genetic Effects of|

N. Y. Cops Set
New‘Get Tough’
Pollc for Youth

By Joyce

Cowley

The New York Police Department has once again
taken steps to combat what Commissioner Kennedy calls

“the growing lawlessness of
Youth Commission has been set®
up which wiil include the present
staff of the Juvenile Aid Bureau,
78 youth patrolmen now work-
ing out of precincts, 81 members
of the detective youth squads
and 60 new patrolmen.

In New York City last year
arrests of children under 16 rose
32% and in the 16 to 20 age
group, 12%. These figures are
typical of large cities through-

been a similar rise in juvenile
crime each year for the last
eight years.

J. Edgar Hoover, who has still
to catch his first racist killer,
recently called teenage crime the
“crux of our crime problem.”
He advocated publicizing the
names of “young thugs and- said
that the problem is “no longer
one of. bad children but of young
criminals. Recent happenings in
juvenile crime shatter the illusion
that soft-hearted mollycoddling
is the answer, . .” “Are we to
stand idly by,” he asks, “while
fierce young hoodlums — too
often and - too Jong harbored
under the glossy misnomer of
juvenile delinquents — roam our
streets and desecrate our com-
munities? . . . Gang-style ferccity
once the evil domain of
hardened aduit criminals — now
centers chiefly in cliques of
teen-age brigands.”

MORE COPS?

Mr. Hoover would certainly
approve of New York City’s pro-
gram for more cops and more
jails., This means more city jobs
under the control of the Police
Commissioner, which is a definite
political advantage for him, but
it’s doubtful that it will help to
solve the “problems of misguided
youth,” as
nedy claims,

The rise in the number of
arrests and the increasing
severity of sentences has so far
done nothing to check the rise
of juvenile crime. A New Jersey
juvenile court judge, replying
to J. Edgar Hoover’'s statement,
said that “Mr. 'Hoover would
have been better advised to urge
provision of 50,000 needed proba-
tion officers, decent facilities for
detention and correction and
psychiatric aid. . . A survey will
| discloge that most of the juvenile
courts in the United States have
not been provided with sufficient
or proper tools to carry out the
objectives sought.”

But probation officers and
courts are also adopting a “get
tough” policy and they deal

youth in our city.” A new

Commissioner Ken-|
| ditional policemen -— not addi-

T

Socialist
Workers Party Candidate for
Mayor of New York.

JOYCE COWLEY,

do nothing to prevent crime or
to change the conditions in

' which it breeds. It is the parents

who have not been provided with
“sufficient and proper tools” tp
assure the health, happiness and
normal development of their
children.

Overcrowded classrooms, dlla-
pidated school buildings, inade-
quate playgrounds, slum housing
and Jim Crow all contribute to
creating the cases which are
then sent to juvenile courts that
are also over-crowded and te
jails where children again
“double up” ~— frequently in the
company of adult criminals.

Yet programs to fight juvenile
crime consistently call for ad-

tional parks and schools. Instead
of doing something concrete *o
fili an obvious need, authorities
msist that the problem is very
.complex and .no one really
knows what to do about de.m-
cuent behavior.

While it’s true that many
complex factors may be involveds
it is also generally agreed that
good schools and  housing,
guidance facilities, child - care
cenlers, playgrounds and recrea-
tional programs are beneficial
to children. While it would mean
fewer policemen and conse~
quently not so many political
handouts for the Police Com-
missioner, we might start com-
‘batting juvenile erime by giving
our children the things we know

with young people who have

the street.”

stop the tests, too. ”

already committed crimes. They

they aced for healthy and hapuy.
growlh

By William A. Reuben. 142
1956. $1. ‘ ®

Alger Hiss was the innocent
victim of a chain of circumstances
that not only led to the charge
of “twenty years of treason”
hurled by Sen. McCarthy against
the Democratic Party, but also
sparked the ‘remarkable rise in
the political fortunes of Richard
M. Nixon.

Such is the verdict of William
A. Reuben, an author who has
exposed a-number of prominent
witch-hunt cases: (including the
Rosenberg case) as frame-ups.
His book on Nixon and Hiss is
now in its third printing. It will
prove to be a companion hand-
book ‘to Alger Hiss’ own recently
published book .on his case,

CHAMBERS’ FIRST STO’RY

The events dealt with in Reu-
ben’s book began in August 1948
when Whittaker Chambers testi-
fied before the House Un-Amer-
ican Activities Committee. (Nix-
on was then a member of that
committee.) . In' his testimony,
‘Chambers named himself and a
number of former government

of an “apparatus” the function
of which was “Communist infil-
tration of the American govern-
ment.” One of those named was
Alger Hiss, a top man: in the
State Department. It is interest-
ing in view of his later charges
of espionage against Hiss, that
in this first appearance, Cham-
bers emphasized that the objec-
tives of the apparatus were “pow-
er and influence,” and “that these
people were specifically not
wanted to act as sources of in-
formation.”

Alger Hiss denied all charges

[in a telegram to the Committee

pages. New York: Action Books.

-/

and demanded a hearing to en-
able him to defend himself under
oath, When he made his appear-
ance he again denied all charges
and further stated that he knew
no one by the name Wittaker
Chambers and “as far as I know,
I have mnever laid eyes on him
and I should like to have the op-
portunity to do so.” He could net
identify Chambers by a photo-
graph but refused to swear he
had never seen him:

Hiss’ wish to see his accuser
was not granted until the news-
paper headlines of the country
were filled for two weeks with
Nixon’s - carefully planned - pub-
licity - built around the question
of whether Hiss was guilty of
perjury for denying knowing
Chambers.

When Hiss was finally per-
mitted to confront Chambers in
a closed door session, he readily
identified. him as a free lance
writer he had once known by the
name of George Crosley. His pre-
vious failure to' identify photo-
graphs of ‘Chambers was under-
standable since in the years since
Hiss knew him, Chambers had
shaved his moustache and gained
fifty pounds. But this was pre-
sented to the public as if Hiss
had at first denied knowing
Chambers and was later forced
to admit that he did know him.

Further, the Committee reports
implied far more serious charges
than perjury, namely, that “trea-
son and espionage” were in-
volved. The New York Times re-
ported Nixon as having “asserted
that the Truman administration
had preventéd J. Edgar Hoover—

from testifying before Congress]|.
Cham- |,

on espionage matters.”

bers in his testimony, however,

had not as yet accused anyone
of espionage! Nixon was running
ahead of his star witness.

As late as October 1948, in
testifying under oath before a
grand jury, (Chambers denied
knowing anyone guilty of espion-
age. Then suddenly, on Decem-
ber 2, on his farm in Maryland,
iChambers scooped several rolls
of microfilm out of a pumpkin
and Nixon raced back to Wash-
ington from a Caribbean cruise
via plane and ‘“speeding crash
boat” to take charge of new in-
vestigations and in his own
words, prevent a “Justice De-
partment cover up.”

Contradictions in the new ev-
idence immediately appeared. The
iState  Department documents,
photographs of which appeared
on the microfilm, were all dated
in 1938. Chambers had by all
previous testimony, broken with
the Communist Party in 1937.
(Hiss’ attorneys were later able
to provide proof that the time
was 1937.) Direct evidence link-
ing Hiss with the films was not
produced; For two weeks follow-
ing their discovery, Nixon and
the committee refused to allow
anyone outside the committee,
including the Justice Depart-
ment, to see the “evidence” or
reveal its actual contents.

While every day brought new
press releases and charges from
the committéde, it required a Fed-
eral court order to force Nixon
to give up the films. In an at-
mosphere of trial by newspaper,
Hiss was indicted on December
15, and shortly afterward  was
tried and convicted of perjury
for denying having passed gov-|
ernment documents to Chambers
or of having known him. after
T9a7. - ’

All of these events are care-

of Mr. Reuben’s book. In retro-
spect, the mere reporting of the
facts shows the bias of the com-
mittee and its publicity hunting
techniques that started Richard
M. Nixon on a meteoric political
rise which made him Vice-Pres-
ident of the United States.

‘The entire second half of Reu-
ben’s book consists of the de-
fense motion for a new trial in
Hiss’ case. In this motion every
shred of evidence against Hiss
is substantially contradicted.

In preparing the motion, the
defense attorney, Chester T.
Lane, went to great lengths to es-
tablish the possibility of forgery
by typewriter. This had previous-
ly been regarded as impossible.
As indicated, there was no direct
evidence linking Hiss to the
films, but in addition to them,
typewritten papers were pre-
sented at the trial purporting to
be copies of government docu-
ments typed on the Hiss family
typewriter for transfer to Cham-
bers.

EXPERTS HELP OUT

Those papers constituted the
most damning evidence against
Hiss at the trial. Lane, who sus-
pected all along that Hiss was a
victim of forgery, after the trial
sought out a typewriter engineer
willing, without seeing the ma-
chine originally used, to attempt
construction of a typewriter that
would duplicate copies of the
Hiss:case documents. Lane then
had samples from both machines

Reuben Book on Hiss Rips Witch Hunt

THE HONORABLE MR. NIXON AND THE ALGER HISS CASE

mitted to examine the typewriter
itself, he turned it over to a firm
of consulting chemists who later
submitted an affidavit that the
machine had definitely been tam-
pered with by having type faces
replaced and altered. This as well
as other evidence led Lane to the
conclusion that the typewriter
used as evidence against Hiss
could not have been the original
Hiss-family machine, but was a
forgery.

It is certainly to the credit of
the defense counsel that he was
sgo persistent in tracking down
what had been presented as “ev-
idence” in the prosecution of Al-
ger Hiss. Though the motion for
a new trial was denied without a
hearing and though the denial
was upheld, the action of the
courts does not close the Hiss
case as far as public opinion is
concerned. The debate touched
off in the nation’s press in the
last few days by the publication
of Hiss’ own Dbook on the case
bears testimony to that.

Reuben has done a commend-

| able job of presenting the entire

case, despite his apparent illusion
that the book would affect the
outcome of the 1956 'elections.
The book first appeared in Sep-
tember 19566 and was obviously
designed as campaign material
against Nixon.

It is more important that the
book helps to expose the witch-
hunt system, of which the Hiss
case was a prominent part.

—David Dreiser

examined by document experts.
The resultss were embodied in
affidavits submitted by two such
experts who testified that the
typewriter - engineer hired by
Lane had been successful. Lane
thus - proved that forgery by
typewriter was possible,

fully chronicled .in the first ,half

When Lane was finally per-

Biack Reconstruction in Amer-
ica (1860-1880). By W. E. B.
DuBois. Special price: $5.50,
Order from .Pioneer Publishers,
116 University Pl., New York 3,
New York.




	v21n20-p1-may-20-1957-mil
	v21n20-p2-may-20-1957-mil
	v21n20-p3-may-20-1957-mil
	v21n20-p4-may-20-1957-mil

