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WE AINY

VOTE. AROUND

‘G-ONNA
HAVE NO PROTEST

Here /

By George Lavan

The thoroughness of the Dem-
ocratic machine’s conspiracy to
purge all minor parties from the
New York ballot became evident
this week when it was revealed
that the Socialist Workers Party
could mot even take its fight for
its place on the ballot into the
courts.

By legal trickery and abuse of
his' power as New York Secre-
tary of State, Tammany boss
Carmine De [Sapio has not only
depmved the SWP of its right-
ful place on the ballot but has
prevented the SWP from appeal-
ing his outrageous ruling to the
courts. .

The following chronology Is
necessary to make DeSapio’s dou-
ble-dealing pldin.

‘The period for filing andepend—
ent nominating petitions is Sept.
7 to Sept..f14. The SWP filed its
petlmoms on Sept. 7, the first day.
An objection to the SWIP peti-
tions ostensibly by an “inde-
pendent” citizen, in actuality by
DeSapio’s Democratic machine,
was filed on Sept. 10.

FRAUD PROVED
The SWIP was not notified that
objection to its petitions had
been filed; Specifications of the
grounds of the objection were
_ filed on Sept. 19. Only on Sept.
20.did DeSapio, for the first time,
notify the SWP that its position
on the ballot was being chal-
lenged. ‘A hearing on the chal-
lenge was set for Oct. 3 and 4.
Despite proof advanced at this
hearing that the objections to
both the iSocialist Workers Par-
ty and [Socialist Labor Party
petitions were permeated with

FARRELL DOBBS

fraud and had been cooked up by
Democratic politicians, some of
whom had abused their positions
as County Election Commission-
ers in the process, DeSapio’s one-
man hearing board ruled the two
minor parties off the New York
ballot.

Seeking to reverse this unjust
ruling in the courts, SWP attor-
neys discovered thai the hearing
date had been set so that it fell
outside the legal time limit in
which an appeal to the State Su-
preme Court can be made,

Paragraph 1, Section 330, Arti-
cle 14, Chapter 17 of the New
York Consolidated Laws, which
provides for an aggrieved camdi-
date appealing a decision of the
Secretary of iState to the N. Y.
Supreme, Court, says:
ceeding under this subdivision

“a pro-|

must \be mxstltutad& within® 14
days after the last day to file
petitions.”

IThe last day to file petitions
was Sept. 14, 1956. Fourteen
days later was Sept. 28. DeSapio
scheduled the ballot hearings for
Oct. 8 and 4. In other words he
scheduled them aftfer the last
date to appeal to the courts.

WRITE-IN VOTE

The SWP sought to prove the
validity of their petitions at the
administrative hearing scheduled
by the ISecretary of State. If it
had gone into court without this
step, DeSapio’s department would
have argued that the SWP had
not sought the administrative
remedy provided by the Depart-
ment of State, Having sought ad-
ministrative 'remedy, the SWY
-has now been foreclosed from ap-
pealing the adverse administra-
tive decision to the courts. De-
Sapio had set up a typical Tam-
many heads-I-win, tcul‘s-you lose
deal.

Unable to fight this perversion
of the free ballot in the courts,
the SWP is calling for a write-
in vote in New York. This is the
cnly available way to accomplish
what the Democratic machine is
so dishonestly trying to prevent
—a substantial protest vote by
wiorkers and the Negro people.
On Nov. 6, New Yorkers can vote
for Farrell Dobbs and Myra

‘Tanner Weiss, the SWP presi-

Cowley, the SWP candidate for
U.S. Senator, by writing their
names on the ballot. (See below
for explanation of how write-in
votes may be cast in New York.)

KOW TO WRITE IN VOTES FOR THE SWP

This.is how to cast a write-

in vote in New York State.
For President and Vice-
President, lift up the sliding
panel covering . an approxi-
mate two-inch square in the
far upper left corner of the
voting machine. In the area
exposed write the full names
" of the -candidates, “Farrell
Dobbs” and “Myra Tanner -
Waeiss.” Then find the list-

ing for U. S. Senator to the
right. Locate the slot directly

above this listing and slide up
its covermg panel In the ex-
posed area, write “Joyce
Cowley.” It is necessary to

PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENT

u.s.
SENATOR

write the full name and spell’
it correctly in all cases.

Do not touch the levers.
These are for the candidates

whose names are printed on

S5

the ballot.

Wel
Blas

in Tallahassee
Jim-Crow Trial

Fighting
On SO

We are proud that Myra Tanner Weiss,
the Socialist Workers Party ca
Vice-President, is in Talldhassee, Fla.,
covering the trial of the Inter-@wm Coun-
cil leaders as a reporter for this paper,
Mrs. Weiss, who is a membgr of our
editorial staff, was released: from her
duties when the election campaifgn opened.

| But she volunteered to add to her heavy
‘campaign schedule in order to. report thls

important trial.

In doing so, Myra Weiss is aétlng in the
very best tradition of a flghtmg socialist
campaigner. Full support to the Negro
people in their great battle for civil rights
is a central plank in the SWP platform.
But for socialist campaigners, a platform
assumes flesh and blood when it is backed

Vice-Presidential candidate in - the press
box of the Tallahassee courtroom con-
stitutes such an action. .

Myra Weiss is doing more than report-
ing the important story of what happens
in the trial. She is making a demonstration
of full solidarity with the Negro people
of Tallahassee who are fighting “for their

ministrators of white- supremacist “jus-
tice.”

The value of such an action was demon-
strated by SWP Presidential candidate
Farrell Dobbs, when he’ went to Mont-
gomery, Ala., last spring to report the
trial of the leaders of the anti-Jim-Crow
bus protest movement. While in Mont-
gomery, Dobbs utilized every available
avenue of publicity (press, radio and TV
interviews) to proclaim the justice of the
cause of the protest movement, to declare
his solidarity and to appeal for support
from the white workers. After leaving
Montgomery, Dobbs toured key Northern
cities to rally support for the Mont-
gomery movement and played a signifi-
cant role in sparking the successful “sta-

WP Candidates
thern Battlefront

An Editorial

up by action. The presence of the SWP _

j rights in that courtroom agaimgt the ad-

tion wagons for Montgomery” drive,

- Today the, Tallahassee movement needs
help. The labor and Negro movements are
obligated to extend that help because
_their. own rights are also at stake in the
.Tallahassee courtroom. Last week Dobbs

. -appealed :to the National Union Civil

‘Rights Committee of AFL-CIO unions for

" financial aid to the Tallahassee Inter-
Civic Council. Both he and Myra Tanner
Weiss will follow up that appeal by using
the national forum of the election cam-
paign to drive home the need for labor
to get behind the embattled Tallahassee
movement. We urge our readers.to lend
their full support to these efforts.

| Foil Insurance Maneuver ho‘ Halt
Gar Pool in Monigoniery Boycolt

After more than ten months, the 50,000 Ne=
groes of ‘Montgomery, Alabama are still solid
in their boycott of segregated buses. Their
organization,othe Montgomery Improvement |
Associatiom is still intact, and their car pool
is still operating at 100% effectiveness.

Some of the racist blows they have had to.
meet in order to eontinue theiri protest mc];udv', i

leaders; a “get tough” policy by city officials
which resulted in hundreds of traffic tickets
and at least sixty-four arrests and jailings
against car-pool drivers; the arrest of about |
100 active participants in the protest under an
anti-kabor law and the conviction under this
law of MIA president Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr.; an attempt to dishbar one of their
attorneys, 25-year-ald Fred D. Grey; anmn
attempt by the local draft board to draft Grey
(who is also a practicing minister) because
of his protest activities; a series of “accidents”
between car-pool autos and cars driven by
city detectives.

Recently, the MIA blocked the latest blow
— cancellation off insurance on car - pool
autos — by purchase of insurance from Lloyds
of London. As a result of the Montgomery
protest, the present session of the United
+ | States Supreme Court is expected to rule
on the constitutionality of bus segregation.

" the' bombing of the homes of three of their ||

(C]

they would rather walk than suf-
fer indignities. They organized
a car pool to make their boycott
of Jim Crow buses more effec-
tive.

The City of Tallahassee accuses
these men and women of operat-
ing a transport system without
a license, But that is a pretext.
The real charge levelled by white
supremacists against the 21 is
the complete solidarity they, to-
gether with the rest of the Ne-
gro community here, have dis-
played against segregated buses.

The real issue in the trial—
segregation—was quite apparent
on the first glimpse of the court-
room. On one side every seat was
taken, all the aisles were filled
with people standing. The other
side of the courtroom, reserved

1 for whites, was nearly empty.

When Judge John A. Rudd, open-
ed the trial, he invited all pres-

; || ent to stay, expressing pleasure
1in the

“popular interest im the
proceedings.” But he didn’t in-
‘yite anyone to sit down in-the
empty. chairs over on the white
side. i

The chairy and.benches on that
side remained unoccupied all day,

| while many Negro men and wom-
| en had to stand throughout thef|

long proceedings. That is the
kind of indignity the Negro peo-

| ple in Tallahassee decided to end

when they launched their boy-
cott of Jim-Crow buses last May.

The first witness called today
by Prosecutor Mark R. Hawes
was the General Manager of the
Cities Transit Bus Co., Charles
L. Carter. The financial records
of the company were put in evi-
dence, These reévealed that the
bus company ‘had an average
monthly ‘income of over: $15,000
{from September 1954 through
May 1956.

Then, in May, the boycott be-

conference with Joyce Cowley, candidate for U.S. Senator from
New York on the Socialist Workers ticket, as presented over sta-
tionWABC on Sunday, Oct. 14. Those interviewing her were John
MacVane, Cecil Brown and George Hamilton Coombs. All three are

Joyce Cowley Explains Truth
About Socialism on ABC-TV

The following are excerpts from .a transcription of a TV press

-

0}

ABC commentators

dential candidates, and for Joyce|

Q. Miss Cowley, can I ask
you, why do you think there
would be a conspiracy to keep
you off the ballot?

A. Because the Democrats are
worried about New York state.
They feel it’s. a state in which
there will be a close election and
they are worried about the fact
that the ALP-—American Labor

| Party—is not on the ballot this

year, and they don’t kmow where
those votes will go. Théere were
50,000, They are afraid that we
will. pick up a sizeable vote for
a minority party and that this
would influence certain decisions
in New York State.

Q. Miss C., you'say that you
don’t advocate violent revolutiom,
except that you are a Trotskyite
party, aren’t you? And Trotsky
did advocate violent revolution

'to establish the type of goverm-

ment that he and you presumably
want. g

A. Our party is ‘actually a
compbination of the original Trot-
skyist organization which broke
with the Communist Party in
the ‘United States, and the left
wing of the Socialist Party. We
organized the 'Socialist Workers
Party in 1938. Now we do mnot
say that violent revolution is a
desirable way to effect .social
change. On the contrary, we ad-

| vocate the formation of a labor|

party based on the umions and
with the support of the Negro
masses and the working farm-
ers. We gay that this party can
overcome these restrictions on
the ballot, and we will have an
opportunity to achieve our suc-
cess democratically with the sup-
port of the majority of the peo-
ple.

Q. T've been reading your lit-
erature here, and after all you
quote Leon Trotsky as saying the
only way out is the world social~
ist revolution, or else civiliza-
tion will relapse into barbarism.
There are other arguments of
Trotsky which you believe in,
certainly, which show that the
Trotsky party does support the
use of force,

A. The question involves your
definition of the word revolution.
If we transform society in Amer-
ica 'and set up a Socialist state,
thiat’s a revolution, whether it
has been achieved by the ballot
or any other means. It's a revolu-
tionary change in human socie-
ty. On the other hand, there have
been cases—a number of them in
history—where the legally elect-
ed government of the country
was attacked by forces that
wanted to combat the majority
of the people in expressing their
will and establishing the kind
of government they wanted.

For instance, in Spain, Franco |

JOYCE COWLEY

attacked the legally elected gov-
ernment of Spain. We certainly
think that such a government
has the right to defend itself.
Another example would be in our
own country, in the Civil War,
which we ‘also characterize as a
revolutionary struggle. The Union
wag attacked in the sense that
the Southern states seceded amnd
did mot acknowledge the legally
elected government of the coun-
try. We certainly would have
supported the North in such a
conflict.

Q. Miss Cowley, accofding to].

your lbooklet here, you condemn
the AFL and (CIO because you
think they are im a conspiracy
with management to preserve the
capitalist system. Is that your
actual opinion?

1A. No, it is not—this is the
role of the labor bureaucracy
and we don’t consider that this
applies to the 15 million mem-
bers.

Q. Then youw think that
George Meany and Walter
Reuther and so on don’t really
represent the labor movement in
the United States.

A. That’s right. We don’t
think that they correctly fight
for the interests of the workers.
We want to build up a left-wing
leadership in those unions to
fight for a labor party. We par-
ticularly feel that these labor
lenders are betraying the work-

machine, saying that this is a
way out for the working class.
DEMOCRATS AND GOP

Q. Miss Cowley, do you think
the Republican and Democratic
parties represent the will of the
American people?

they have tn opportunity to ex-
press their will in elections where
minority parties are kept off the
ballot. Do you know it’s the first
time since 1840 there hasn’t been
a minority party on the ballot
in New York State?

Q. Youw're enough of a real-
ist to know you aren’t going any

(Continued on page 3)

ers in supporting the Democratic|

SWP Vice-Presidential
Nominee Reports from
Bus Case Court Room

- By Myra Tanner Weiss
 Socialist Workers Party Candidate for Vice-President
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., Oct. 17 — Today the trial
of 21 ‘Negroes began in this city. Their “crime”? They
refused any longer to be humiliated and insulted daily on
the city buses. They proclaimed®

MYRA TANNER WEISS

gan. Carter testified that be-
tween . . June; a n d Septem'ber
aionthly: sypvenies’ fellr to $4,000.:
Revenue from a predominantly
Negro route dropped from $180
a day to $18 a day after the boy-
cott started.

WEIRD TESTIMONY

'The company increased fares
and launched a publicity cam-
paign to geu people to ride buses.
This includéd free rides and free
refreshments. The company, how-
ever, wag unable to recover its
losses. The slogan of the boy-
cotters, “We would rather walk
in dignity than ride in humilia-
tion,” remained the guide to ac-
tion in the Negro community.

The afternoon session of the

.trial today was taken up with the

testimony of the prosecution’s
second witness, Sgt. R. J. Strick-
land of the Tallahassee Police
Department, His testimony
makes one of the strangest court
records imaginable.

For several hours Sgt. Strick-
land related how one or another
defendant had stopped on a street
corner and picked up one or more
persons and driven west, then
north, and so on. Thus, one de-
fendant was allegedly observed
on the morning of Aug. 30, pick-
ing up a passenger at 7:18 A.M.
He then turned north and pro- -
ceeded two blocks, Strickland re-
ported, At 7:36 he was appre-
Lended.

That such activities ‘could se-
riously be cited as crimes may
sound incredible. What was real-
Iy significant about Sgt. Strick-
land’s testimony is what it told
about the activities of the cops.

The city police force, it turns
out, was deployed to track people
d'own who didn’t ride the buses
and to report on who walked and .
who rode and with whom. Driv-
ers and passengers were picked
up and asked to fill'out mimeo-
graphed questionnaires about
how they travelled to and from
work., And the cops engaged in
still other types of harassment
in an effort to try to make people
ride the buses.

The trial of the 21 on the
charge of opelatmg a business
without a license is only another
form of harassment., As Defense
Attorney Francisco A. Rodri-
guez pointed out (he is the first
Negro lawyer ever to try a case
in the city’s courts), there is not

| the slightest basis for the charge.
A. No, I don’t. I don’t think

The 21 are not operating a
business, because the car pool is
not run for profit. Individuals
are volunteering their cars and
offering rides freé¢ of charge. Ro-
driguez asked that the case be
thrown out of court as having
no valid basis and asked that
the prosecution’s “evidence” be
thrown out as irrelevant. But

(Continued on page 4)
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THE MILITANT

Mond‘ay, October ‘22‘,‘ 1954

Following is the full text of a letter from Vincent Hallinan,®
1952 Presidential candidate of the Progressive Party. Mr.

sent copies of his letter to other

publications, including the Daily

Worker and the People’s World. These papers cartied stories’ with

brief quotations from Hallinan’s letter which gave a one-sided |;
version of it. The views contained in this letter obviously transcend |:

the immediate question of the elections and have bearing on the

entire problem of a socialist Fegroupment in the U.S. 'We invite |

all our readers to submit their views and comments on this ques-

tion. — Ed.

G entlemen:

The pu(bhcatnon in the DAIL'Y
WORKER of my views on the
coming vresidential election has
aroused considerable comment.
Particularly my endorsement of
the candidacy of Farrell Dobbe,
the Socialist Workers Party’s
noniinee, has evoked both praise
and critecism. I think it proper,
at this time, to offer yov some
suggestions which I am forward-
ing also to other publications in
vrhich this endorsement has beer.
discussed

It is my belief that there is no
substantial difference =~ between
the Republican and -Democratic
Parties and that the determina-
tion of which of them is the
worse is mot even of academiec
importance. In this situation I
believe that the Left forces in
the United States should use
the national election as a plat-
form from- which to educate the
American people to turn to a
gocialist ‘solution of the ecrises
which are rapidly developing.
"1 also beligve. that a substantial
vote for the left-wing parties

- would give encouragement to the
socialist movement ‘in-this coun-
try and would aid in developing
a sympathetic consideration of
socialist prineciples,

RE-APPRAISE ROLE

The approach of the Socialist]

Workers Pamly to other pro-
gressive groups is correct, botn
in principle and tactics. 1f this
party is to poll a substantial
vote, it must rely upon the left-
wing political groups who have
no. candidates of their own, such
as tke Progressive and Commu-
nist Parties. Therefore, it must
win over the support of the in-
dividuals aﬁ‘llllajted with these
parties.

Under the c1rcumstzmces, it
‘behooves the Socialist Workers
Party to make a new appraisgal
of its role in the national pic-
ture. It has a national ticket;
offers a vehicle for the expres—
sion of political convictions.
While it is highly improbable
that ity candidates will be elect-

ed, at least theore'tlc'ally they

are’ asking the voters to place|

them in the highest positions of

power in- the Umbed States as |

the leaders and represencavives
of all the people of the counvry.

The people of the country arey

widely divided upon many vital
issues. It is quite impossible to

find substantial conformity upon|:

miore than one or two. Yet, as a
political party, the SWP must
endeavor, by politicdl means, to
persuade the people to act in a
desired direction. Obviously, this
must take into consideration the
biases, prejudices, stupidities
and follies as well as the just

and generous impulges of those ||

whose aid is-sought to-be ‘en
listed.

It is necessary, then; to fmd
areas’ of agreement-among con
flicting
waave, for the time being, the
areas of différence. The éonréct:
ness of such proced&u‘re is, appar
ently, recognized by the MILI

TANT. In the first issue in which ||
it discussed my endorsement of |
its candidates, it printed an edi-|;
ribing what it ecalled

torial d
my. “pi‘ clpled action.” 'In this
editorial it stated that certann
differences existed “be‘bWeen ‘me

and the SWP but that, as ‘an hon-
est person Who subscrllbed to the‘

w‘ho was dedrmated to soclalis:m,' g

I could not but support “this Par-

ty as against the two major po- —

litical org‘amzatlons

“'But having ‘made this correct]

observation; the ‘MILITANT hag

fdiled to follow the log'lcatl path]

inherent ‘in- jt. This letter is de-
signed to point out some failurés
in that behalf and ‘to snuggesm
their correction:

The MILITAINT has published

an invitation to the members of|

the Communist Par’ty to ‘support
its candidates in this electioh.
Apparently, in the past, there

have been bitteiness and am—_
mosities between these two par-]
ties. These zre exposed in the

digcussionss which each make of

the other in tueir respective pub-]

lications, At tnts moment, I see

a0 useful purpose in arguing]:
such”~ position “with *the Com-}
‘Party. They “have no;

mutiist

0 Connor Praises Campaign
Of SWP at Chicago Meeting

CHICAGO, Oct. 15—Harvey O’Connor, author and Na-

tional Chairman of the Emergency Civil Liberties Com-

mittee, shared the platform

Workers Party presidential can-7

didate, at an election meeting a3

. the SWP hall here, October 10.

Previous to the meeting Mr.
. O’Connor made the following
statement in a letter to the Chi-
¢ago office of the SWP: “May I
compliment you and the Social-
jst Wiorkers Party for the cour-
age and vigor you are showing
in the current presidential cam-
paign. Certainly it is essential
that socialist ideas be expressed
now. I den’t khnow Mr. Dobbs or
Mrs. Weiss, and I am not famil-
jar with your platform, but I
wish you the best, as socialists
fighting for the common good. I
hope to be at your meeting early
in October to hear Mr. Dobbs.”

In his speech, O’Connor ex-
pressed his appreciation that
Farrell Dobbs had presented a
program for America and had not
overlooked the ‘qu'estign of - the
working farmers. T‘heir are an
important factor in American
life,” he said “and cannot be led
around by the nose.”

This underscored his opinion
of a symposium held previously
on October 5, at which repre-
. sehtatives of seweral radical tenw
denicies .(not including the SWP)
* Irad, according to O’Connor, been
“unduly fascinated” with prob-
lems outside this country to the
point of forgetting about the
business at hand, namely:

with Farrell Dobbs, Socialist

“What’s next for the Amerlcan
Left.”

During the discugsion period a
question was put to Dobbs by a
person who was attending her
firgt SWP meeting and who had
attended the October 5 sympo-
sium to which Q’Connor had re-
ferred. She asked, “What is the

reason for the disunity within
the Left and particularly for the
division between the Communist
Party and the SWP?”

In his answer, Farrell Dobbs!

traced the historical and opro-
grammatic differences between
the parties of the left. He sum-
med up with a proposal for active
collaboration between all sectiong
of the left in the carrying out of
democratic tasks such as the com=
mon defense of civil liberties
and «civil rights.

He called for common efforts to
advance the organization of the
workers in their own organiza-
tions such as unions and Negro
organizations. He .also proposed
a full and free discussion of all
sections of the Left to facilitate
a sober and objective examina~-
tion of the questions of a working
class program that would be
basic to the growth of a mass
socialist party in America.

To this answer the questioner
responded: “I paid $1.10 at the
October 5th symposium and fail-
ed to get an answer to that ques-

tion, but I did get it here.”

Farrell

Socialist Workers Party
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Acting National
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Hallinan |

roups and to ignore or|;

Hallinan Explains

Ly

Hallinan After ;IVitch-Hunt _Imprz‘"son-ment

['dontempt of court’
sh Halling

Ymgent thlman (conter) shown when he began his 1952 natxonal campaign tour in San

* Franeiseo s ‘Presidential candidate of the Progréssive Paity on the ‘theme of, “End the Ko-
. rean War Now.” The tdur:began & few ‘days after lawyer Hallinan ‘ended a prison . term for
arising from uncompromising defense of ILWU leader Harry Brldges.
‘ i on greeted with shgmrocks and flowers by’ repre~

th ‘him hre James McDaniél Q ), then King county

candwllates Ain the fdell:d ansd) th.ei

SWP. This is mo time for

with - another 1e‘ftaw1mg party. Tt
must determine: what ' is .the en
emy -against whom it is engaged
and eoncentrate its assault wpon
it.

the Wonld is’ one hetween the
| private owners'hlp of
“and instrumeénts of

thémselves up@n i solution 'of |
thiy primary " conflict. In “this
country, “the public o'wnaerSs}np
forces ‘are-small and without ade-

every vested interest in the coun-
try, all the media of mass com-
munueatlon, and the tremendous
repressive’ machinery of Govern-
ment, -Here -are the elements
against which the -struggle must
be waged.

I -accept that- the SWP'is sin-
cere in-its support of the prin-
ciples contained in its platform.
Then it must recognize that its

Party, the Progressive Party, the
Soeialist: Labor Party, the So-
icialist - Party, nor the past or
present Governments of the So-
viet Union. -For many years,
England was permitted to gov-
ern Ireland by opposing ‘Cath-
olies to Protestants,. and to gov-
ern India by/opposing Hindus to
Mohammedans, Similar folly pre-
vents the left-wing forces in the

| United States from coopevation.

Its present position. presents the

some of these breaches and, from
a loftier position, to work for
union rather than for the ¢ontin-
ued division of the Left. This
appeared to be the atmosphere
in -which -the SWP intended to
operate,

forces' and invite their assist-
ance. T fear that the method of
approach mnegatives -any “advan-
tage obtainable from it. In a
letter “to the Communist Party
National Conference urging “the
endorsement of the SWIP candm-
dates, “the Communist Party i€
‘fraternably” advised that - (1)
it is in effect endorsing the poh-
ey of top labor ofﬂcqaldmm in
keeping the wgr.kmg class "edl to
the Demg y

swprport rsenqunces the"st

for socqal‘xsm, (2) that ero
class lines in politics Leacﬂs to
betrayal of the interest of the
working class; and (3) that par-

America’s
Road to
Sotmhsm

3J AMES P CANNON

80 pages 85 cents

Order from

- Pioneer Publishers
7116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

‘political qutxatwe ig with the]s
it to,
engage” n 4 Collateral “eontest |
' working class as a. whole

-in. name-only and of being guilty

Fundamentally, and on a broad} prmcaplles The Socialigt : Labor

| basis, the conflict. now dividing

productm‘n and dlstmburblbn An
analysis ‘of other’issues will per-
sudde ‘one that they will resolve

quatte” resources. ‘The champions
| of* private ownership - embrace’

enemy - is-- not -the -Communist

SWP with an. opportunity to heal

-| coming election..
It did apprdach progressive| -

' reflection upon the manner in

3| in the m‘@st of a battle, his Left

ty coalition is a betrayal of the Th

sqcxahst asfplratuon1sv of prumerous
tladical workers, mclu ng" Com-
munist Party menibers, and” of
the ~intervests of the' Amterican-

The - Socialist Party is “fra-|
ternally” denounced as soc1alr1srt‘

of crass- vmol‘abmns of ‘socialist

Party is dlsxmmssed as refusing
to participate in the wérld rev-
olutionary movement, In ‘his ae-
ceptance speech, Farrell Dobbs
d*lsvmxszsed the Progressive Party
as just ‘another capwahsrb party
and stated correctly “that ~al-
‘though it had been’ formed‘on an’
anti-war basis, ity leader, Henry
“Wallace, supported the Govern-
ment. in ‘the Korean war, Fair-
ness would have compelled him
to add that not 4" single Pro-
gresgive Party member support-
ed " Wallace in that position and
thiat * the Progressive Party in-
vited its political death by per-
mitting him to walk out-of it.
Returning -to the. MILITANT’s
praise of my “pringcipled action”|
and: taking the Communist Party
alone, let me ask: Does not that
party advocate soeialism? Is it
not opposed to way, racial dis-
cripination, th‘e exploitation of
mian by man—for friendly rela-
tions with Chin#, the -Soviet
Union and the other nations of
the earth? Is it not opposed to
pressure upon Egypt with ~rela-
tion to the Suez Canal? Is it not
‘anti-colonial and “anti-imperial-
ist? Are there not, ‘among the
foregoing, areas - upon which
these parties can cooperate?
That the DIAILY WORKER has
published . letters from its. sub-
seribers descrﬂblng the SWP in
the most inyidious terms or that,
in the past, hatreds were gen-
erated between these two par-
ties i{s no reason for a ‘contin-
uation of them, or at least, is no
reason why they should not bej«
forgotten for the purposes of the

iAs a matter of fact, the publi- |
cation®of insultiig statemeénts by
one 'or ‘the ‘other is only a sad|{U

whilch - the ' Left in" this coum'try
has allowed itself to be torn and
dlmded and to waste ity ener-
gies “in ‘such - comfhct& We ‘are

Earl of Dundee flaced when lead-
ing " the Seoteh agamsrt the Eng-
lish n ‘he Wouild‘ d'lsmover, as
authentic history narrates,’ that,

~| flank” had' fired upon his ' center
in' revenge for a wron commit—
tpd 200" years before.

“iGibbons narnates the conflict
beﬁween the ‘Christians of the 5th
cent'ury which erupted into riots
in which thousands were killed.

& eomfhcts drose from the ar-
gut g.\nt as to whether the Holy
Ghost proceeded from the Pather
and the Son through a' process
deslgnqated as “Homousion” or
thrdugh that known as “Homo-
iusoin.” We are unable to learn
from the most eminent of those
Who care to devote themselves
to' such concerns just what the
distinetion was, "I feel that the
liberal people of the United
States are now concerned with
very grim and practical prob-
lems, and not whether a par-

A Three-Month Subscription
' To THE MILITANT
Only 50 Cents

-} 116 University P1. N. ¥.8, N. Y. |.

policies. It specifically excludes

’capvbahst candidates in the pres-

reminded of the perils which the |

ticular polmcal party derlvved
from the Fabher or the Son,”

FOR CHARI’I‘ABLE TONE

A political  party -should en-
deavor to promote its ends by
political means. Such means in-
volve a-conciliatory and charita-
ble ‘approach toward those whom
it mlay persuade.to support its

a revanchist attitude. It has been
said “that revenge is a luxury
which- few can - afford. It can
have no place in a political par-
ty's armament. If in the past it
has béen in the right and some-

body else in the wrong, it will

| not ‘enlist recruits from that oth-

er by crowing, nubbing salt in
wounds, or saying ‘I told you
$0.”

It should also remember Mac-|
auly’s axiom that “Compromise
is the soul of politics.” I would
like to express some thought
upon another facet of this mat-
ter: the right to differ im opin-
ion is a fundamental one.'I
claim no especial sagacity or
prescience. I do not consider my-
self affronted if my opinions are
completely rejected. In its issue!
of October 1, the MILITANT]|o
published an article concerning
a criticism of my position by
Alan Max in the DAILY WORK-
ER. The article described Max’s
statement as ‘“‘a hatchet job on

‘Hallinan.”

In my opinion, his statement
was a very reasonable and mod-
erate one, and certainly not a
“hatchet jo(b.” I have no quarrel
with the Commumist Party; I
admire and respect it and my re-
lations with it have always been
cordial. I emphatically extend -it
the right to differ ‘with e, as I
reserve the right to differ with
it, The world has suffered much
from those who believed that
they were entrusted with the true
faith and that anyoné who re-
fused to aceept it from them de-
served what ill they could in-
flict on him.

I ‘hope that’ 1t will not be con-
sidered that 1 have undertaken
to lecture the SWP or the MILI-
TANT, 1 stand, of course, upon
‘my endor's.emenrt of Farrell
Dobbs,' I again urge progresswe
people to vote for him. If they
have anything against the SWP
or Mr. Dobbs, then I urge them
to vote for Mr, Eric Hass of the
Socialist Labar Party, or for Mr.
Darlington Hodps of the Soealist
Party.

I also suggest that it would be
useful if each of the small .par-
ties which has assumed the tre-
mendous and crushing burden of
opposing the MecCarthyite forces
in this country would cause to
be engraved and placed in each
of its meeting places a copy of
Oliver Cromwell’s apothegm to.
the “English Parliament; “I be-
seech ~you, by the lbowels of
Christ, to conceive that you may
possibly “be wrong!” -

Sincerely yours,
Vmcent Hallman 1

Debate in Los Angeles

On Socialist Unification

LOS ANGELES, October

12—Nearly 500 people at-

tended a debate between the Communist Party and the
Socialist Party on “America’s Road to ‘Somahsm” at the

Embassy Auditorium here
night, This was the first public
‘meeting of its kind in Los Ange-
les for mamy years.

Dorothy Healey, one of Cali-
fornia’s Smith Act victims and
CP County Chairman, called for
an end ‘to thé “historic split” be-
tween the Communist and Social-
ist parties because of immense
changes iw the world situation
and in the United States. Among
the latter she cited the greater
political consciousness of the
merged labor movement, the mil-
itancy of the Negro freedom
struggle, and the setback to Mc-
Carthyism by 'the civil liberties
forces.

She acknowledged that the
Communist Party was in deep
crisis but stated that the entire
left was in similar crisiy because
“of their common isolation . from
the ‘masses.” The road to social-
ism @and its outcome, was neces~
sarily different for each country.

{She made it plain that for the

U. 18 Comirhunist Party that road
now runs through ‘the Democratie
Party, Polemicizing against all
ed to support

ent “elections t:he tCP spokesman
declared “fJ‘ "the  working
class is through w;th Stevenison,
I won’t be t:hrough with him and
you s}houldtn’t he' either!”

"Charles Cu’rtls of the ISocialist
Party State Committee stated
that the nature of the Ruséian
regime couldn’t be excluded from
such a debate because the crimes
of Stalinism repelled the Amer-
ican “workers and thereby im-
;red!ed! the struggle for socialism
in the ‘Um’oed' States. The road to
socialism had to lea®l through un-
restricted democracy and had
nothing in common either with
the totalitarian - dictatorship of
the Stalinists or the proletarian
dictatorship referred to by Marx.
However, he failed to answer
Dorothy Healey’s criticism that
the endorsement of the screenmg
of government workers in the
SP platform was far from dem-
ocratgc.

(Curtis called for Nberation of
political prisoners within the So-
viet Union and rejected unity of
action with the U, S. Communist
Party until it “had- first washed
its hands” and protested against
slave-labor camps and other
wrongs within  the \Stalinist
dominated countries.

2

to-®

Soclalist Wor‘kers Party distrib-
uted an ‘open letter saluting the
debate and proposing that a sim-
ilar pulbluc symposrmm be arrang-
ed to hear the views of ‘the CP,
SP and SWP on the issues in the
1956 election campalgn. During
the question period, the CP
spokesman answered the proposal
as follows:

“I. am personally for such a
debate. But a provision in our
party constitution forbids it. A
national ret‘erendum would be re-
quired to change that. This would
split our party right down the
middle. The dlscussmn around
the Trotskyists would take pre-
cedence over ‘basic questions' of
policy now being discussed in our
party. For that reason such a
debate cannot be arranged now.”

iOn the other hand, the SP rep-
resentative welcomed such a de-
bate, saying, “Let’s all’ get into
the gwim; the water § fme ¢

SWP and GP Vlews

LOS ANGELES Oct. 13-—La$t
night representatives of the So-|

ed out to be a debate between the

tion of working class policy in
the 1956 ielections,

The meéting was sponsored by
the Eastside Unity Club of the.
Labor Youth League. Originally,
it was intended as a pre-election
forum in which the views of all
candidates and political tenden-.
cies would be represented. How-
ever, aside from Carl Finegold,
SWP Orgamnizer in Los Angeles

and Smith Aet victim, only ‘the

-representative of the Republican

party made a brief appearance

.and left early.

The rest of the meeting and
discussion period was devoted to
a lively discussion on the ques-
tion of the need for an inde-

the elections versus support and
pressure on t'h e Democratlc

Bntlsh CP Leaders
Ban Publication

"pr1n01ple

i STATEMENT ON BAN

 munist Party, and issue the fol-

{ ‘@an. continue.

On Election Poligy
Debated in L. A.

cialist Workers Party and t:he |
Commmist Party here spoke on ||
the same platform in what turn- |

two organizations over the ques- |

and Harry Steinberg, CP léader|

pendent workmxg‘ class policy in|

Radlcal;mlnded American

Party members have issued

workers will be “ mterested :

fo learn that a group of prominent British Commumst

a public discussion bulletm

called, The Reasoner. In their®
first issue, published in July
1956, the editors say, “Our first
aim is to provide a new forum
for the far-reaching discussions
at present going on within and
fleos»e to the -Communist Party—
qu*eﬁs‘tlonsa of fundamental
aim, and strategy.”

The opening statement of the
Reasoner further declares, “We
believe that the-self-imposed re-
strictions upon controversy, the
‘guiding’ of discussions along ap-
pnwed lines, the actuwal suppres-
sion of sharp criticism—all these
have led to a gradual ublurrmg
of theoretical clarity ... A crisis
demands crisis m!ehas‘ures. It is
now clear to all that the fullest
discussion  ds a necessity. It
should talso be clear that theo-
retical clarity can mever be won
unless disagreements ‘are brought
to- the point of wrxht.en expres-
mon ”.

n the leecond issue of The
Reasoner, psu!bhshled in 'September
1956, the ‘editors ‘announce- that
they have beén reguested to cease
publication” by the Executive
Committee of the Bmtsxh Com-

lowing statement:

- “This mumber of The Reason-
er was already printed when we
teceived the resvlution of the
E. C. of the Communist. Party
(Sept. 9) calling on us to ceasel.
publication,

“Wie wish to make it clear that

we haNe at all times been willing |’
to find -a solution to the problem
of our unofficial publication,
provided that this gave effective
guarantees ‘that -means ‘will e
found whereby minority views in
the Communist Party can be fully
posed, developed and sustained:
and whereby full and frank dis-
cussion, iof the type to be found
in ‘this number of The Reasoner,
In our wview the
pnesemt facilities in the official
press . lare vqmte mad‘e.qua'ae 1o
mieet this crisis in Communist
theory, and' the editorial control
is mot such .as to give confidence
that minority rights can be safe-
guarded, - ‘
" “Up to this time the leader-|
ship of the Party has refiised to
‘enter into any discussion with us
on the wvarious proposals which
‘we' have made, nor have they of-
fered any compromise on their
‘behalf. We are confident that if
thie leadership will suggest means
by which full and frank discus-
gion can continue, and minority
rights be safeguarded, a solution
dan be found which will end the
present danger of dissension,

“We, on our behalf, are—and
always have been—willing to
give way to an wofficial discus-
sion journal (with certain wob-

glad to discuss turning the Reas-
oner outwiards, to fight the intel-
lectual - battles for (Socialism

of the old Left Réview, with a
broader and more representative
editorial board.

in Wiorld News we will be will-
ing -to submit further informa-
tion, amd answers to specific
questmns, to any braheh or com-
mittee of the Communist Party.

“Finally, we wish to make
clear two points. 1) None of tne

egarxcally that we Wwere not re-
sfpicmsxble-—dmecblvy or- “indirectly

.primary concern -at

vious safeguards) and would be|
among, the people in the manner|

“Aftier studying the sthtement |
-of the E. C, which is to appear|

contributors to this number are|
“|in any way committed to the|
dibove s¥atement. ) We state cat-

clesed in a Tribune (Bevamte
paper) report of last week ——
J.S. & E. P.T.”

The editors of The Reasoher
have not put forward any fully
developed point of ‘view ‘on ‘the .
issues under; discussipn. :'I‘heur g
this time -
seems to be with' the necessity
for a free, full and frank dis-
cussion as a prerequlsnte for the
solution of the crisis in the Gom-
munist movement.

On the nature of .the discus~ -
sion, the editors say, “It must
be homest: it must cross. party
ibarriers. How the discussion shall
be conducted, the personal POSi~
tion of the editors, the contin
existence of The Reasoner as 2
unofficial publication—all these
are secomdary questtlsons * :

A wide mamge of views are pub-
lished in the two: issues that harve
come out, EExplammg why a
ter from a non~pax~ty memiber,
Lawrence Daly, is pubhsh.ed n
the September issue, the - edi-.
tors point out, “Untnl ‘Tecent]
[Lawrence Dtaly was] a meinl
of the Scottish District Comi
teée of the Communist lP’arty,
hids wecently resigned his” me
ﬂ)erschi’p .. We regret his deeis -

| sion, But is it possible to conside

realistically the p;roblems of
cruiting ... questiong of «
ete, if we are umwxllmg' to
ceivie and reply to the arg-uflm
of responsible Communists
have left the party on pohbical
grounds 7%

THE “STALIN BUSINESS o

In answer to those who 'wamt
to drop the diseussion on “hhe
Stalin  business,” . the edutors
state, “But. ‘the Stalin biisiness®
is heme to. stay. It will nubt ‘be
forgotten mext year nor in’ ten
years time, At the worst, the
capitalist class will see to that.v
Nor will Communists, in ten

| years time, be dble to look with

mdlfxfenence upon - those as‘pects
of the history of the first Socmlu
ist revolution which. destroyed—
by torture, death, and slander—
many of its own best somns, The -
‘business’ is part of [Socialist hig=
tory: it forms a centwal experi--
-ence. to which [Socialist theg }y
must- constantly return®- -+«

In a Note to our Readers, The
Reasoner reports ‘that “advertlz-
ing space in the [London] Dally
Worker has been refused- to us,
and we do not intend to advertize
elsewhere. We rely on our read-
ers, who know the importance. of
this discussion, to see that The
Reasoner’ gets ar«oungb” lee
Reasoner gives its mmlmg ad-
dress as: \J. Saville, 152 West-
bourne Avenue, Hull, Yorkshlre,
England. .
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The Issue of -the H':-Bfomb Test

~ Why did Stevenson come out, Oct. 15,

a few Weeks before election day, with the
‘proposal that the U.S. government “take
the initiative” in stopping H-Bomb tests?
“The subject wasn’t mentioned at the Chi-

_cago Democratic party, convention. It

‘wasn’t included in the Democratic plat-
form. It wasn’t- even Whlspered about in
‘the campaign speeches of Stevenson and
Kefauver up to now. What has changed?
.None of the scientific information
Stevenson gave on his television program
is” new. Scientists throughout the world
have been warning humanity. about the
harmful effects of these tests for many
years. - The Soviet Union has insistently
proposed an agreement between the pow-
ers to end these tests. Inflia has appealed
to the U.S. to enter such an agreement.
And tens of millions of people throughout
the world have “expressed a deep and

overwhelmlng desire that the tests be
" ended.

* The Soclahst Workers Party has been

‘flghtmg against the 1rrespons1b1e nuclear

maniacs of the Pentagon all along. It has
demanded that the Soviet.proposal to end
the tests be accepted. For example, four

-months ago on June 16, Dorothy Schultz

eapolis, a spokesman for the So-

_cialist Workers - Party, appeared before
‘the Senate Subcommittee on’ Foreign

Relations to demand ‘such a ban. She also
nded that the great issues of foreign
and m111tary policy be taken out of the
hands of the generals and diplomats and

_ Submitted to referendum votes of the

American people,

" "The SWP acted out of principle. But
what prodded 'Stevenson into suddenly
~dec1armg this ‘proposal to end H-Bomb
~ fests to be the “main issue of the cam-

palgn D3t

" The Oct. 10 decision of the Supreme

Court ordering a new trial for Communist
. Party leader Steve Nelson and his four
* ¢o-defendants
~Act case is welcome. news :to every sup-.

in the Pittsburgh Smith

porter of eivil liberties. In ordering a

‘mew trial, the high court rejected a
Justice Department motion to remand the
.case to the District Court to copsider the
 evidence of its star witness, professional

informer Joseph Mazzei. The court held

"that Mazzei’s lurid testimony invalidated

the conviction of the five completely.
“The government’s new concern with the

“eredibility of its witnesses, and the court’s
* decision, indicate that the witch hunt has

receded to the point where prosecutor and
Judges are compelled to show concern for
legal procedures.

/

\

Democratic administrations.)

Stevenson came ‘out for an end to
nuclear tests, as his major eampalg'n
- issue, in-order to take the curse off the

Democrats as war mongers.

But the American people are right in|
their apprehensions about the war plans
‘of the Democrats. And they are also right
in fearing the similar plans of the Repub-
licans. The problem is that the working
people are caught in the trap of the two
party capitalist system. They are trying

to determine what they can best do about
the big issues — peace, ecivil rights, civil
liberties, automation threat to jobs, ete.,
— within this system of choosmg between
‘two evils.

We say that the time has come to

- smash the political monopoly maintained}

by the two parties of American Big Busi-
ness. The issue of peace is too urgent to
be entrusted to the creatures of the cor-|
porate wealth and the brass hats. We say
the American working - people should
bulld their own Labor Party and place it
in power.
“ political hirelings of capitdlism and in-
stalled a Workers and Farmers Govern-
ment we will have no difficulty in coming
to peace with the peoples ‘of the World

The Steve Nelson Dec:smn

At issue in the Smlth Act trials, how-
ever, is a double frameup. The persistent
uge of the false testimony of paid in-
formers in the various Smith Act trials
flows logically from the basic frameup

-of the act-itself: -which-twists the-advoeaey,

”

of ideas into “acts of force and violence.

Although the Supreme Court has, in its
latest decisions, avoided review of the
constltutlonahty of the Smith Act, the
fact that it is now compelled to correct
some of the more glaring injustices arising
from the act’s application demonstrates
that mountmg public civililiberties pres-
sure is making itself felt. A new trial in
the Nelson case should be the signal for
a major protest against the Smith Act
itself. Such organized protest is essential
for the restoration of free thought, speech
and assembly.

"CP’s Ban on Debate with SWP

At the Oct. 12 debate between repre-
sentatives of the Communist Party and
the Socialist Party in Los Angeles, the
question of the continuation of such
debates arose, and it was proposed that
they be broadened to include the view-

point of the Socialist Workers Party. (See
story, page two.) The spokesman for the
Communist Party, Dorothy Healy, re-

. plied to this proposal during the questmn
- period:

“T am personally for such a debate But
a provision in our party constitution for-
bids it. 'A national referendum would be
reqmred to change that. This would split

‘our party right down the middle. The

discussion around the Trotskylsts would
take precedence over basic questlons of
policy now being discussed in our party
For. that reason such a debate cannot »be
arranged now.”

The logic underlying this explanation
is somewhat faulty. The Communist
Party has agreed that a free and full
discussion within the Socialist movement,

- in which all tendencies would be repre-

sented, is necessary. It expressed this
view immediately after the Khrushchev
revelations made it crystal clear that the

anti-Trotskyist purges in the Soviet Union,

were frame-ups, based on false confess1ens
extracted through torture A basm
mistake made by the American Com-
munist Party, according to all its spokes-

men, was precisely that it had accepted
these frame-ups and vilified all who dared
to make a critical exammatlon of them.

This acceptance of the Moscow Frame-
Up Trlals was the basis for the clause in
the CP constltutlon that is referred to by
Dorothy Healy.

It was the basis for the grave: mlstake

made by the QP 111 refusing to support the -

SWP defendants in the first Smith Act
trials in Minneapolis, 1941, and for urging

the government to prosecute the Trot-
skyists more vigorously.

It was also the basis for the CP’s
refusal to support the fight of the legless
veteran, James Kutcher, who was fired
from his government job, during . the
Truman witch hunt, for membership in
the Socialist Workers Party.

The clause “outlawing” discussion with
Trotskyists was written into the CP con-

 stitution obviously as an mtegral part of

the system of blind acceptance of Stalin’s
frame-ups. And now that these frame-
ups have been exposed by Khrushchev
himself, it is inconceivable that they
should be used to prevent the free play
of discussion among all the radlcal ten-
dencies.

It should be noted that the CP leader-
ship has exphcltly declared ‘that its atti-
tude towards the civil liberties of the SWP

\defendtants and James Kutcher was a

serious mlstake. And this was done Wlth‘
out benefit of a national referendum and
did not “split the party down the middle.”

Actually the discussion between CP and
SWP members is going on all the time in
all parts of the country. The old barriers

are breaklng down. It is impossible to

prevent such a discussion. Why not cléar

the air and eliminate all- the ‘old practiess||

from the scene? Let’s have done with

scriptions on what can be read, who can

be talked to and who shall get the floor. ||
The discussion is.on. It must be deepened 1
%nd carried through until all lssues in|}

dispute are clarified.

outcome of the crisis within the radmalf

movement

The Democratic Party strategists be-
came convinced that mass opinion among
workers, farmers and all strata of Amer-
ican people is powerfully concerned with
the question of peace. Moreover, the
propaganda of the Republican spokesmen
- to the effect that the Democrats are the
“war party” has had its deep effect. The
reason for this is that this charge is at
least half the truth. (The other half is
that the Republicans have shared joint
responsibility in each of the wars for
billionaire profits that were managed by

When we have swept out the|maybe yowre going to become

which ended here today.
Its importance has, of course,

inally administers the finances
of the party. The treasurer is a
member of the party’s National
Executive Committee. In his elee-
tion the block vote of the trade
union leadership is decisive. For
two years Bevan has stood for
lie position (he was defeated
last year), and the contest for|:
the treasurership has been the
‘focal point of the conflict be-

wing of the Labor Party. These
are the things which give
Bewvan’s election its significance.
LEFT TREND CONTINUES
His election measures the con-
tinuing movement to the left of.
the rank and file of the labor
movement, which, this year, fore-
ed a section of the trade union
leadership to cast their votes for
him. The profound movement
which first- showed itself in the
elections to the.Executive Com~
‘ mittee at the Morecambe Con-
ference in 1952, has now resulted
in a further slhlft in relationships
at the top of the Labor Party
Bevan [now takes his place in
the lofficial Jleadership of the
party in a far s-tromger position
tham when he left it in 1954 to
| campaign - for the trade union

Left Shift of B,

5—Aneurin Bevan is now|:
! treasuder Jof the British Labor|:
| Party. His election was one of |
the most important levents of the|;
annual conference of the party|:

absolutely mothing to do with|}
the fact that the treasurer mom-|:

tween Bevanism and the right

ANEURIN BEVAN

treasunershlp of (the {trade umon
right ‘wing.

A few words on the structure
‘of the National Executive Com-
tittee will perhaps make clear-
er the  nature. of the change.
'ﬂhere are twenty seven  elected
«‘Lmlemlbers of the NEC. Twelve
are elected by the trade unions—
eir leaderships wreLdmg the
vobe's of their members in block.
Seven members. of the NEC
are elected by the Constituency
Labor Parties, the local organi-
zatlons of the Labor Party. Five
others,. s‘upposedﬂy representing
the women’s section .of .the La-
hor Party, and the treasurer are
elected by the combined votes of
t]me Constituency - Labor. Parties
and .the trade unions. In such a
combination, the “block. wvote of
the trade unions is decisive. The
other two members of the NEC

| are the leader and :deputy lead-

er, -elected by the Labor Mem-

VO‘i:e agmﬂust {the nommee for

‘bers of Parliarment

At Morecambe, in 1952, the
Bevanites including Bevan, swept
into six out of seven of the seats
alloted to the Constituency La-
bor Parties. Their votes showed
that the pank and file of the
Labor Party in these local-or-
ganizations was overwhelmingly
in support of Bevanism,

Anglo-American war alliance,
out of discontent at' the rising
cost of living and the Tory Gov-
ernment’s anti-working  clags
pohcres, the radicalization of La-
bor’s rank and file continued.
Its surge forward destroyed all
attempts to suppress “Tribune,”
the paper of the Bevanites, and
ei‘fefct*uvfelfy prevented the expul-
sion’ of Beévan himself.
[Over- the past.year the pres-
sure on ithe trade Yinion (bureauc-
racy. has increased, The rapk and
f;le of ‘the trade union move-
nient’ have ‘heen demandmg a
militant stand: against the “em-
ployers and agamst the threat of
unemployment, ' The leadershlp
has been . forced to ad]ust itself
16 the pressure from bélow by
adoptmg a left phraseology.
-There is, for- instance, the ex-
anmiple of Mr. Frank Cousins, now
lgader of the Transvort and Gen-
eraL Wlonkers Unifiom, who is cur-
renxtly attempting to build a rep-
utation -of being to the- left of|
his predecessor—Anthur Degkin.
The bureaucracy of this ynion
has been the central pillar of the
rlght wing of thie Daibor Party,

' [The trade union hureaucracy
and right wing parhamentanlans,
rovvever, dominated the NEC in
a solid block determined to beat
back the left. They failed, Well-|
ing out of opposition to the

the brttenest enemy of Bnevamsm
and all militancy. In former: La-
bor i Party - Conferem:es “their
speechies were interlarded with
threats against the left. This
year Mr. Cousing informed the
Conference delegates that he was
“an old-fashioned socialist” and
made a play for the rank and
file.

Cousins, we can be sure, has
no intention, of mobilizing the
niembers of hig pewerful -union
to seriously challenge capitalism
and the Tory Govermment, He is
mierely an “old-fashioned” op-
portunist accommodating himself
to the prevailing situation so as
to miaintain the privileges and
power of the bureaucracy he rep-
resents. At this Vyear’s Labor
Panty Conference he: continued
to cast the wvotes of a million of
his members againgt Bevan., But
the pressure which -has forced
left phrases from OOusms have
‘pushed other trade union leaders
inlto voting for Bewan.

MINE UNION SHIFTS
Last year Bevan- received 1,-

thie vote: of the Congtituency La-
bor Parties. This year he polled
3,020,000 as against the right
wing candidate, whoo received 2,-
755,000, In that three million
were the votes -of the Nutional
Union wof Mlmleworkers The lead-
ership of this uniom, in the. past,
was part of the anti-Bevan block
of trade uniom bosses.

It was miners’ leader Will
Lawther who, at the Morecambe
Conference told the left wing %o
“Shut your Gob.” His bureau-

225,000 votes, just & little above|

British Labor Seen in Bevans Win

snd ‘sustained uproar, Sir Will
Lawther—he received @ knight-
hood from Her Most Grateful
Majesty—is now . retired. Mean-
-while the miovement to the left
has proved more powerful than
any bureaucratic “gob-shutting”
as, during the past year, area
after area of the National Union
of Mineworkers went on record
for Bevan.

“The central direction of the
party has moved to the left” was
Bevan’s comment on his election.
That is undoubtedly true. The
right wimn g, although by no
mieans routed, have been pushed
back. The 'Conference certainly
did mot adopt or even. thoroughly
discuss the policies mecessary for
socialist leadership in the strug-
gles facing the British working
class. The platformu sought by
abstract discussions on  “BEqual-
ity” and “Freedom” to awoid a
discussion on immediate policy.
It was rank and file delegates
who penetrated to the rostrum
wihio. fought: for primcipled social-
ist- policies to tackle the con-
crette problems of the struggle
against capitalism at home and
imperialist oppression abroad.

:Howevet, it is in the future
struggles—and, in Britain we are
certainly on the threshold of big
industrial and political struggles
__that the vast base of the Brit-
ish Labor Movement will be won
to prineipled  socialist policies.
The new stage of development
marked by the weakemng of the

right wing in the leadershlp of
the Labor Party nges greater
‘opportunities for the achieve-

crati\c rudeness provoked ia loud

ment of that aim.

(Contmued from page 1)

place, so why do you keep up the
struggle unless you feel that

an instrument sometime of an-
other and broader plan for the
upsetting of the American gov-
ernment,

A, I dlsagree with you. I
think I'm going wsomeplace. I
think we have every reason, for
the greatest optlmlsm. One of|.
the signs of it is the struggle of
the Negro people in the South
for their civil rights which I
would chlaracterize as hasically
a revolutionary struggle. I men-
tioned before our difference in
our definition of the word- rev-
olutrgn. Now to:ine.when the bus
Boyeotters hold out as long as
they have and ‘the Negro chil-
dren ‘have the courage to go to
school and face the racist mobs
in the South and demand im-
mediate enforcement of the Su-
preme Court decision, they are
takmg an action which we con-
sider a part of our struggle and
we're very optimistic about it.
Q. Let’s go to basics. I see
on page four you say in this pro-
gram you have of the Sociklist
Wiorkers Party —I quote — *“In
the attempt to achieve . world
domination American imperial-
ism won’t hesitate to risk atomic
war at whatever cost to hu-
mianity.” Do you in all serious-
ness ‘make that charge against
the American government?

"A, We certainly do, It's the
American government that is the
aggressor in the present situation,
certainly not the Sowviet Union.
You know if we had Russian
bases in Mexico, !Canada and|s
Cuba, we would certainly fee]
threatened.

Q. And why do you thlnﬂ( the
United [States-has bases in North
Africa land jn Japan, do you
think that’s a part of American
imperialism, or a reaction to So-
viet pohcy"

Mao Reported Backihg
“Poland vs Kremlin

Mao Tse-tung, Chinese Com-
munist Party head, has indi- |
cated his approval of efforts
of the Polish government to
‘win a measure of independ-
- ence from the Kremlin, ac-
cotding to an Oct. 16 New
"York Times report from the.
.paper’s Warsaw corirespond-
ent, Sydney Gruson.

Gruson whose past reports
were’ proven to be ‘based on
‘re able sources of 1nformatron,
_says that Mao’s expression of
support was given to Edward
Ochab, First Secretary of the

.. A. I think the United States
IS afraid of the colonial relvolru-
tion in these icountries a_nd want
men and arms on hand to pre-
vent these revolutionary strug-
gles — r

Q. (interrupting) Do you
think we maintain jet bombers
in remote areas to put down an
uprising of a native trl(be" That
‘wouldn’t be very reahstlc, would
it?

‘A. Do you call the Chinese
revolutlon the uprlslxng of a na-
tive tribe?

Q. (conflict of voices) mor did
we intervene— 'The point is
that the entire far-flung sysrtem
of American bases has not lbeen
est;albhs;hed for the purpose of
ferritorial or economic expansion
on the part of our people—we
gained no such éxpamsion or en-
largement—but solely to stop the
steady encroachment of the So-
viet Union and the Communist
countries, through the vehicle of
nationalism which you encourage.
The air bases in Morocco were-
n’t used at the time the Moroc-
cans threw off French céntrol.
Wie were very careful to keep
entirely out of thiat —

A. ([It’s the United States tha*
is establishing-all these air bases.
As 1 said, Russia hasn’t estab-
lished an air base in Mexico.

Q. Specifically, what is your
position abouf the [Suez Canal?
Would you uphold Nasser and
the seizing of ‘the Suez Canal
Company or would you suggest
that this was a violation of in-
ternatiomal agreements which
still had ten years to run? Which
md!e do you put yourself on?

A. 1 believe the canal be-
“longs to the Egyptians, It's on
Egyptian “soil, it was built by
Egyptians. It was manipulated
by the imperialist powers for
their own advantage in order to
exploit the oil fields on the other
side. Those oil  fields, too, be-
lrong to " the people who work
them and I would certainly be in
favorof their nationalization as
well as the Suez Camall

Q. {So in this you agree with
Russia, don’t you? Because Rus-
sia is pulling the strings be-
hmd Nasser, and you evidently
#think ~ that’s all - right, Miss
Cowley.

A, The real Aolc".r‘ >ehind this
1s the Egyptian working people,
‘The other people do some manip=
ulating’ on the top —

Q. You know Miss Cowley

| when you speak of . the Egyptian

working people, that sounds
beautiful, but as @ matter of fact
the Egyptian working people
count for nothing in ferms of
Egyptian foreign policy or in
terms of Egyptian domestic pol-
wy That’s trye ail through the
Mldldxe East t’s the educated

' Polish United Workers (Com-‘g

munist) Party. Ochab atter
ed the recent congress of- the

. . - Chitlese Comimunist Party. Ac-
outlawing opponent: tendencies with pro-|}

" told M. Ochab that the Poles

cording to Gruson, “Mr. Mao

should go ahead in their ef-
forts to obtain internal inde-
pendence ‘and ndevelop their
own Socialist system as the

: Yugoslavs have done

Let the workers then be the judge of |
who is wrong and who is right on the!]
disputed questions. Let ideas tested by|
the actual class struggle have their free|| .
expression. Thls alone can assure the best E;i

Gruson attaches addtional
sxgmflcance to the fact that
the MaolOchab conversation
took place at the same time

rushchev and Tito
cussing Sov1et—Yugo—

people who reallfy nun the s1t-

S

IA ’I‘hats ;
ment 1 have thh you. In a rey-|
olutionary situation when tre-
mendous changes are taking
place as they are now, it’s the
pressure of the masses that
| forces the educated classes to
make these moves. They couldn’t
agt ‘without backing . from the
Eg"yptl ‘workm people What
do you thmﬂ{ Nasser is basing
himself on if he doesn’t have any
support from the wonkmg peo-

le? -

P Q. Do you thwll’lk Soviet Rus-
sia i an imperia ligt power'?
1A, No. T think that the So-

it

| viet Union hay a planned econ-*

amother dasagree- k

. .Joyce Cowley on TV

omy and think that it has achiev-
ed many remarkable advances in
the industrialization of thie coun-
try. But we do think that it is
controlled lby a bureaucratic

caste, which is not in the inter-
ests of the working people, and
it is necessary for the people in
that country through a political
revolutionn to overthrow that re-
gime. We supported the East
German workers in their uprising
against that regime and the Poz-
nan workers who rose against it.

Q. What do you hope to
achieve in the United States?
Do you want to eliminate Con-
gress, the government, our whole
social structure? Is that your
‘desire? .

A. ‘No. It’s not at wll neces-
sary. The socialist transfoyma-
tion can occur through the dem-
ocratic set-up that we now have.
If we vote in a majority, we
can call a constitutional conven-
tion to make whatever changes
are necessary in the constitution
in order to emphasize human
righty rather than property
rights.

Q. You would eliminate all
private property, wouldn’t you?

A. No, we certainly wouldn’t,
only capital property, the means
of production.

Foster’s Stand
On CP Resolution|

lIn the October issue of Po-
litical Affairs, Communist Party
Chairman William Z. Foster ex-’
plains why he switched his vote
on the National Committee’s
draft resolution from a “quali-
fied yes” to “no.” His  original
conditional “yes” was based, he
says, on his agreement with the
resolution’s program of practical
work for the Party (i.e., support
for the Democrats, etc.). He de-
cided to change his vote “on the
fundamental grounds that it
[the resolution] seriously weak-\
ens the Party’s stand on Marx-
ism-Leninism.”

‘“Exaggerations of Party er-
rors,” Foster says, “were seized
upon by the strong right ten-
dencies in the Party which pro«
ceeded to inflate them still fur-
ther for their own lquidationist
purposes.” As a result, Foster
charges, “the developing Right
tendency, of whom Comrade
Gates is one of the outstanding
spokesmen, had a free hand and
it grew rapidly in the uncertain
Party situation. It entrenched it-
self in the Daily Wiorker and in’
the New York State Committee.”

{Since he finds himself in
agréement with the resolution’s
practical program, F‘oster does
not present a counterwresol*utloh
to it fout, proposes instedd ﬁhat it
‘be reviséd, His proposed revisions
to combat the tendency he labels
“liquidationist,” dnclude a “gen-
eral endorsement of Marxism-
Leninism.” (Foster charges that
the Gates-led wing was instru-
mental in keeping a formal en-
dorsement of Marxism-Leninism
out of the resolution.)

In addition, Foster would “de-
emphasize [the] slogan for a new
mass party of Secialism . . .:to
the status of a possible long-
range objective,” and would re-
store to the resolution the “ul-
timate” objective of a mass farm-
. er-labor party.

omy land we support that econ- ||

Reader Questions

‘“" View on CP

Editor:

In the Oct. 1 issue of the Mili-
tant Myra Tanner Weiss declares
that “In this country Communist
Party leaders implement Krem-~
lin foreign policy by trying to
prove that they are really an as-
set to capitalism, mot a ‘threat.’”
Af this is true, how does the
SWP and Mrs. Weiss explain
the well-kknown fact that Wall
Street is doing everything in its
power to destroy the CP leader-
ship through long -jail sentences,
while ‘SWIP- leaders have been
free to peddle their anbi-com-
munist leadership and anti- Sov1et
leadership line?.

Poor Wall Street!! It seems
that they don’t know who their
real ‘“friends” (the CP leaders)
are or who their real ‘“‘enemies”
(the SWP leaders) are.

A Buffalo Worker

P.S. Looking forward to a re-
ply in the Militant.

Editor’s reply:

'The Socialist Workers Party
holds that the support of cap-
italist parties in elections, such
as the support the OP iy giving
the Democratic party, is a pol-
ey detrimental to the interests
of the working class. Historical-
ly, such policies always served
'the interests of capitalism,
But, there have been many
cases in history when the cap-
italist class, for reasons of its
own, gavagely persecuted the
leaders of working class parties
whose policies were reformist, or
“pro-capitalist.”

One vivid example is the fate
of the [Social Democratic bureac-
‘racy under Hitler. The Social
Democrats of Germany had fol-
lowed policies, starting with the
outbreak ‘of World War I, that
served the interests of capital.
ism, This did not prevent the
capitalist rulers from jailing,
torturing and murdering the
leaders and members of the So-
cfal Democratic party (along
with tens of thousandy of Com-
munists) when it switched its
political form of rule to fascism.
In the yeary of the Weimar
Republic, the function of the So-
cial ‘Democracy as an agency of
capitalism within the working
class, was w@ll too evident. The
German Social Démocrats saved
capitalism in 1918 when it was in
danger of being overthrown by
a socialist revolution. For this
the German capitalists were
grateful. But when the contin-
uation of their rule depended on
the destruction of: all workers’
orgahizations, they instituted the
| bloody: -dictatorship: of Hitler and

cratic and trade union leader,
that they could lay their hands
on.

That, incidentally, is one of the
reasony why the SWP always re-
minds the American labor bu-
reaucrats that their collusion
with the witch hunt against the
radicals helps to preplare an as-
sault on the entire labor move-
ment in which their heads could
also get chopped off.

The American capitalists don’t
recognize the pro-capitalist char-
acter of the CP’s policy of sup-

persecuted every 'Soeial Demo-|

because they have no need for
the CP’s support at the present
time, But, they do have need of a
target for their red-baiting hys-
teria about an alleged Russian
menace to the security of the U.S.
The CP is such wa target.

Does this capitalist persecution
of the ICP automatically prove
that the QP policy of supporting
a capitalist party is correct? We
don’t think so. By that reasoning
we could just as readily “prove”

-that the ISWP program is correct

merely by citing the fact that it
has heen placed on the witch-
hunting Attorney General’s “sub-
versive” blacklist; that the lead-
ers of the ISWIP were the first to
be convicted wunder the Smith
Act; that hundreds of its mem-
bers are being hounded and per-
secuted by the government witch
hunters, the employers, and the
right wing munion leaders. We
don’t resort to such reasoning.
Wie ask workers to judge our ad-
vocacy of a labor party, for in-
stance, on the merits of the
question,

" Nor ig it true that the Amer-
ican capitalists have given the
SWP a free hand to criticize the
Soviet bureaucracy. During
World War TI the State Depart-
ment held yp, for a mumber of
yéars, the publication” of a book
by wrotsky which fully exposed
the crimes of the iStalin regime.
On the other hand, the State De-
partment gave its approval to the
notorious moving picture, Mission.
to ‘Moscow, which whitewashed
the frame-up of the Trotskyists
in the Moscow Trials. At that
time it suited the interests of
Wiall Street to collaborate.with
Stalinism—at the expense of the
revolutionary -opponents of the
Soviet bureaucracy.

It is futile and misleading to-

judge the basic class character
of ‘polities by the momentary at-
titude of the capitalist regime to-
ward the  proponents of these
policies.
- When we say that the policy
of wsupporting capitalist parties
serves the interest of the capital-
ist class, it is not because we
want to slander anyone. It is a
question of pI'incigpl.e and the test
of historic experience,. It is a
quéstion ‘that should be judged
on its‘ merits in the discussion
that is now unfolding within the
radical movement.

" NEW YORK
 Militani Forum

Hear
JOYCE COWLEY

SWP Candldate for
U.S. Senator from N.Y.

“How To Build
A Labor Party”

A Marxist Analysis of the
Third Party Movements
Fri,, Oct. 26 — 8:00 P.M. -
116 University Place
New York 3, N.Y.

4

porting -the Democratic

Party | —

Questions and Discussion




From the Frying Pan into the Fire

Congressman Adam Clayton. Powell’s
announcement that- he supports Eisen-
hower for President is no world-shaking
event. It creates a certain stir among
political commentators because the mems=
ory of Eisenhower’s attack on Powell’'s
anti-segregation amendments in the last
session of Congress is still green. '

But the Negro Democratic Congress-
man’s support for the Republican candi-
date who opposes anti-Jim Crow .legisla-
tion won’t affect the election, for two

reasons: First, because there

cant difference between the. Democratic
“and Republican parties or their candidates.
Second, because Powell is widely recog-
nized as a political playboy and demagogue

rather than a leader.

His critics have plenty of evidence to
show how irresponsible and unreliable
Powell is. When he attended the cons
ference of Asian and African people in
Bandung ag self-appointed representative
from the United States, and attempted to
American democracy,
Negroes disclaimed *him in no uncertain

“gell”

terms.

- Impressed by the mass opposition to
imperialism that he saw among colonial
peoples, Powell returned home full of un-
eritical praise for Bandung. But the only
lesson he drew from the colonial strug-

‘gles was “Vote black.”

: Voting on the basis of color is im-
practlca] as well as unprincipled for a
minority in a national election, so Con-
gressman Powell attempted to make the

single issue of program on

the criterion for support of the two capi-
tahst parties in the 1956 election.
’ When it became quite clear that neither

The Neyro Struygle

By Jean Blake

Press report,

son.

’

is no signifi-

Congressman

major party would support an acceptable
civil rights program, Powell suggested a
“third party”

Last Sunday, according to an Associated

may be needed.

Powell told his church con-

gregation in New York that he could not
campaign either for Eisenhower or Steven-

. “How can I,” he was quoted as saymg,
when both parties ‘“take Negro money
and .send it to. Mississippi and other
Southern States'to build separate schools
for whites and Negroes?”

But four days later Eisenhower deigned
to talk things over with Powell, and the

emerged singing another

tune. Now he is organizing -a committee

for support of the man who, he- says,

history.”

American

“made the greatest contribution in the
field of civil liberties of any Pre31dent in

Powell’s latest sw1tch will net him a
great deal of vigorous criticism, which he
deserves, but before it becomes too vitu-
perative, it would be well to recognlze
the facts in the case:

Powell’s opportunism
alternative to principled politics. The only

~way to avoid his fate is to vote for pro-
gram and principles, not for individuals
or personalities. It is necessary to build
an independent labor party with a pro-

is the logical

gram in the interest of all the working

civil rights

people, not to play with the idea.
And it is mot necessary to wait until
" after the November election. The first
~ step is to vote against the Democratic
and Republican parties by voting for the
Socialist Workers Party candidates, the
only ones campaigning for the building
of an American laibor party.

‘Balance Sheet of Se ttlement
~ In Packinghouse Struggle

By Sam Jordan

" SOUTH ST. PAUL, Oct. 6—
The ten-day strike of 25,000
"Swift & Co. workers in 26 states
ended Sept. 30 with an agree-
ment between Swift and the two
AFL-CIO meat-packing unions.
The settlement, including a 25
cent-an-hour wage increase
spread out over a three year con-
tract, follows the main pattern
of the earlier Armour contract
except that the Swift agreement
does not include the union shop.

‘The two umnions, the United
Packinghouse Workers of Amer-
ica and the Amalgamated Meat
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Cutters and Butcher Workmen of
North America united in joint
negotiations and strike strategy
to meet the Sept. 1 contract dead-
lines in the packinghouse indus-
try. ’

The leadenship followed a “one
at a time” strike strategy, strik-

ing only the Swift plants, while:

those of Armour, Cudahy, Mor-
rell, Hygrade, and Wilson were
allowed to operate.

Five days after the strike be-
gan Sept. 20, the union leader-
ship reached an agreement with
Armour. The pact includes 2 gen-~
eral wage increase of 10 cents
starting. Oct. 1, and an addi-
tional 7% cent increase each
Sept. 1 in 1957 and 1958. It pro-
vides a one-half cent an hour
increase between each of 26 job
classifications.

EQUAL PAY FOR WOMEN

Other points included are: an
escalator clause based on the
conservative cost-ofliving dindex
of the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics; a | compromise on the un-
iong’ demands for premium pay
for weekend work which grants a
small percentage of regular pre-
mium pay; major ga'ms on sick
leave, and slight gains on other
fringe benefits such as pensions.
Ome of the major improvements
was the eliminationn over the
three year period of the wage dif-
ferential between men and wom-
en workers,

Swift is the only one of the
major companies that has not
agreed to a modified union shop.
When the union leaders were ask-
ed why they dropped this de-

Chicago
Open Forum

“Socialism and the
1956 Elections”
Speaker: Bert Deck
Fri,, Oct. 26—8 P.M.
777 W. Adams St.

Ausp: Dobbs~Weiss Campaign
Committee

Admission Free

mand for Swift, Bhey replied that
Swift has plants in 17 states
whiich have. right-to-scab dlaws
and do not permit union shops
anyway. (Actually, most Armour

planty are 100% organized while}

many 'Swift plants even in states
where the union shop is legal
still have a large holdover of
company union elements who
have never accepted the AFL or
CI0.) '

A" serious’ shortcoming of the
agreement is the long term con-
tract which leaves the workers in
a poor position to meet the ef-
fects of automation and infla-
tion during the uncertain three
years to come. The demand for
a shorter work week with no
reduction in pay, the practical
answer to the replacement of
workers by automation, was put
on the shelf until 1959. (Many
of the packinghouse workers are
now on 58 hour weeks.)

The unions are tied to a-po~
strike pledge without a wage re-
opener. for the next three years.
The negotiators also dropped
the demand for a supplementary-
unemployment-benefits plan such
as was won in auto and steel...

Among many of the Swift
workers there is dissatisfaction
with their settlement because of
the mumber of major demands
that were not realized.

. IThere, is also a good deal of
discussion about the “one at a
time” strike strategy. In the
major meat packing centers like
St, Paul and ' Chicago, Swift
plants are close to 'plants\ of oth-
er companies and in many cases
use the same entrances wand
docks. Under this arrangement,
pickets could never be sure that
scabs were not lbeing. imported
into the Swift plants. Watching
other workers pour through their
picket lines with consent of the
union- didn’t help moral any,
either, :

In spite of difficulties, ‘how-
ever, the Swift strikers succeed-
ed in keeping the struck plants
closed tight. This rank and file
militancy plus the fact that the
two unions were united in the
fight was responsible for the rel-
atively quick settlement and for
whatever gains were made.

cialist? How do ithe different

A Special Offer!

Should radical-minded workers support liberal Democrats
and Republicans? Are they wasting their ballot by voting so-

these questions? What is the platform of the Socialist Work-
ers Party in the 1956 campaign? For clear-cut answers to these
questions take advantage of our special election-period offer
to new readers. Get a three-month introductory subscription
to the Militant for only 50 cents.
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By Henry Gitano

Oct. 17, marks the. climax of des-
perate attempts by city officials
to' smash the heroic. bus boycott
by 14,400 freedom fighters. This:
massive struggle was touched off
when two Negro co-eds of Flor-
ida- A & M University were ar-
rested for sitting in the “white” |
section of a bus on May 26.
Aimong the 22 who will face-
the: bar of white-supremdcist
“justice” will lbe the entire lead-
ership of the Inter-Civie Council

well as operators of service sta-
tions and drivers working with
the car pool. The leaders were
arrested, - Oct. 4, for operating
“an illegal transportation sys-
tem.” (The Council as a whole|
was also indicted on this count.
At the same time, records of:
service stations said to be sup-
plying :the car ‘pool have hbeen,
subpoenaed. Officers of the Coun-
cil were ordered to bring all rec- |
ords dealing with their organ-
ization to court,

CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
Rev., C. K. Stecle, Council pres-!

considering asking President Ei-
senhower, and the FIBI for an in-
vestigation of civil rights wiola-
tions during the boycott.

I was in Tallahassee during
the boycott’s first week, A for-
mer rider of the buses told me:
“I wouldn’t ride the buses, even
if they give in to all our de-
mands.” The mass protest had.
put an end to his being an indi-
vidual helpless victim of the
racists, Now, in solidarity with/
14,400 other fighters, there was,
pride and confidence—a purpose
in life. As another expressed it:
“This is the best thing that ever
happened to Tallahassee.
long overdue. Now we're all to-
gether.” ’

Don (Meiklejohn, a reporter for
the daily Tallahassee Democrat
said to me: “It’s just a fight be-

Negroes, If it wasn’t for these
out-of-towners sticking their
moses into it, it would have been
all over with, There’s no tension
here; we've always gotten along.”
The widely touted “lack of ten-
sion” was actually the silent suf:
fering of insults and dlegrad‘a,-
tion for decades.

PROUD STUDENT FIGHTERS

Tallahassee’s: challenge to the
southern pattern — popularized
as “If you're white you’re right,
but if you’re black get back” —
was sparked when two Florida
A & M co-eds were arrested iSat-
urday, May 26, after demanding
a refund of their fare rather
than bow to segregation by va-

'Tallahassee’s mass trial onT’

‘set up to direct the protest, as|

ident said . last week that he ds|-

1t's]

tween the bus company and the|~

Ylafter the boycott went through

tory of Tallahassee
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Tallahassee.
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The above cartoon by Laura Gray was published in the Militant, Feb, 13, to demonstrate
the determination of the Montgomery bus protest movement which ‘began last December. This
struggle, which is still going onm, served to inspire the present militant protest movement in
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oa’cmg their  seats. These two
young students represent the
spirit of the proud fighters for
full and equal rights. The next
day a flaming cross whas burnt
in firont of their residence.
Florida A & M students called
a mass meeting for Monday,
May 28, Out of 2,600 students at
the umiversity, ' 2300 attended.
Broadus Haxrtley, president of the
student council said the warrests
“were the latest in a series of in-
cidents in which we have been
humiliated by bus drivers.”
Following this mass meeting
the students formed a human
cordon around the first bus to
pass the university and thereby
‘announced the boycott in effect.
‘The Tallahassee Democrat, May
28, reported that the “first bus

the campus empty. Students
cheered. . . There was no vi-
olence.”

‘The weekly Tuesday noon meet-
ing of the: city’s Negro ministers
organized in the Ministeriall Al-
lianice, was expanded to include
student and <civie organization
representation because the boy-
ocott was the sole business on the

agenda. From interviews with

dential and vice - predidential
candidates of the Socialist Work-
ers Party in mext month’s elec~
tion,
Judge Robert M. Toms set
Friday, Oct. 19, for a hearing on
the case, which was instituted
by Farrell Dobbs, SWP candidate
for President who wants write-
in votes cast for him to be:
counted, and by Rita Shaw, SWP
| candidate for governor, who
wants the right to vote for
Dobbs on a write-in basis.
Attorney for Dobbs and Mrs.
Shaw is Harold Norris, who is
also vice-chairman of the De-
troit chapter of  the National
Lawyers Guild and a member of
the executive committee of the
local chapter of the Amerlcan
Civil Liberties Union.,
* Haré is the liberal Democrat
responsible for arbitrarily ex-
cluding all socialist parties from
the Michigan ballot this year,
‘Now he is trying to go a step
further and vyiolate the state
laws which provide for write-in
votes, by denying voters the
right to write-in votes for Presi«
dent and Vice-President.

Farrell Dobbs, who is in the

of his national campaign tour,
ig vigorously ekxposing the reason
for this ngw attack on free elec-
tions: and putting the respon-

Detroit Fri. Night
Socialisi Forum

“A Socialist Views The News” |
Fri., Oct. 26 — 8. P.M.
“How the Secialists Will Win |
‘ This Election”
Fri., Nov. 2 — 8 P.M,
EUGENE V, DEBS HALL
3737 Woodward, 2nd Floor

Michigan SWP Sues
To Gain Ballot Rights

DETROIT, Oct. 15 — A suit was started in Wayne
County Circuit Court last Tuesday to compel Secretary
of State Hare to count write-in votes cast for the pres1—

Detroit area this week as. part|.

| port candidates of their own

~
-4

RITA SHAW

§
sibility where it belongs — on
the Democratic Party, headed by
Gov. Williams.

Saturday’s Detroit N e w s
quoted Dobbs as saying: .

“The tight race between Repub-
licans and Dlemocrats in this
state is forcing the Democrats
to squeeze us from the ballot
in an attempt to capture our
votes.”

The outcome of the court case
may also affect the attempt of
several TV and radio stations
in the Detroit area to deprive
their audiences of the right to
hear speeches by Farrell Dobbs
and Myra Tanner Weiss already
broadcast in other states under
the “equal time” " provisions of
the Federal Communications Act.
The cost of filing the suit is
heavy and hard to meet, especially
in the final stages of an elec-
tion campaign. Those who believe
in. the right of voters to sup-

choice should send financial con~
tributions to the Socialist Work-
ers Party, 3737 Woodward, De-

parti¢ipants at this meeting, I
learned there was a clash be-
tween those who wanted to ex-
tend the boycott by rallying the
Negro community into w solid
organization, and those with a
“let’s - wait - and - see” program,
who were wary of mass meetings,
desiring only to discuss with the
white leaders about amicable re-
Tations within the . segregation
pattern,

The session was inconclusive.
A nine-man: Inter-Civie Commit-
tee was formed to sound out the
city administration and bus man-
ager. The call for a mass meet-
ing that very night was propos-
ed. In the meantime by word of
moutli, the miass-rally was organ-
ized, Rev. Steele told me: “Our
people kept calling, wanting to
know what we were going to do.”

By 6 P. M. Rev. Steele’s Bethel
Baptigt Church was jammed, with
over a thousand people. erowded
in. v
ORGANIZE COUNCIL

The: mass meeting voted unan-
imously to continue the boycott
which had already enveloped the
city. The committee was dis-
solved and the Inter-Civic Coun-
cil elected to lead the protest
movement, including Rev, C. K.
Steele, president; Rev. K; 8. Du-
pont, - vice-president; Rev. J.
Metz Rollins, treasurer. At that
meeting the basic machinery was
moved into gear, Cars were reg--
istered, lists of drivers drawn
up, a car pool dispatching head-
quarters organized, and funds
collected, .

" On Wednesday, May 30, police
charges against the. two co-eds
of “placing themselves in a posi

- sonalities.”

rall present expressed their will-

tion to incite a riot” were drop-
ped, But the boycott continued.
One of the leaders said: “It’'s a
matter of principles, not per-

. iSunday night, June 3, the -sec-
ond mass meeting was scheduled.
The [Sunday paper ran a ban-
ner headline: “City Commission
‘Moves To End Bus Boycott” it
detailed the concessions: first
come, first served, within the
segregation pattern; acceptance
of applications for Negro. driv-
ers, and 'a policy of courtesy.

A motion was made from the
floor that the position of the Ne-
gro community be spelled out:
“When you pay your fare, you
can’ sit anywhere you want.”
This was adopted . unanimously,
and remains the policy of the
‘Council.

In a period of one week, 14,-
400 oppressed individuals became
transformed into one solid strug-
gle for freedom and dignity.
They organized an efficient
transportation system from
scratch, hammered out demands
for the complete abolition of Jim
Crow seating, rejected the lead-

ership of capitulators to segrega-

tion, disregarded the paternalis-
tic connivings of racist “friends”
and newspapers, and elected a
capable leadership functiohing as
spokesman for the sentiment ex-
pressed in ' the highest  body
wherein lies the power—the mass
meeting.

At the mass meeting on July
5, there was no longer any ques-
tion about the boycott. To - the
question “Do we want freedom?”

f Since the boycott began, driv-

ers for the car pool, which has

jected to continuous police har-
assment. They have been arrest--
ed and heavily fined for tmﬂmg
traffic violations.

days in @ row, Aug. 28 and. 29,
for driving a car-pool aute with-
outa “For Hire” sign. Referring
to the police crackdown at the
time, he said: “Actually the po-

they make an arrest, as it makes
our people more and more -de-
termined.” The Oct. 13 Pitts-.
burgh Courier,
mass arrests, says: “The protest
seems to. be gaining momentum
rather than diminishing, . . The

has held the group together.”
BUIS SERVICE SUSPENDED

the boycott is- concerned, the

ad, last June 15, announced its
“intention.  to suspend ' opera-
tion. ¢ 'The boycott has been
successful.” In spite of the com-

1 pany’s fbeing granted a. fare hike

and reduction in taxes, bus sexrv-
ice in ‘Tallahassee was sus»pemded
on-July 1.

On . Aug. 2, the buses resumed

the bus” drive to get more white
patronage for the Jim Crow

first two Negro drivers, expect-
ing’ the embattled community to

unity. of the Negro people in the
fight for their righis was main-

meeting: “We will not be herded
like cattle to the rear of a bus,
‘though driven by Negro drivers.”

With courage, dignity afid re-
sourcefulness the Tallahassee

for ‘equality as human’ beings.
Defenders of the rotten Southern
system hiave answered with the
politics of desperation: mass ar-

rests, intimidation - and. raising
the slpectem of “outs‘ide infl'u~
ences.”

Rev. Steel said: “It’s a growing

celerated through “AFL-CIO fi-
nancial aid to the steadfast boy-
cotters. Recently, the Council
miade an appeal for funds to cov-

the forthcoming trials,

ons.. The a ppeal explained:

“Within the last six weeks there
have been. times when our treas-
ury has been ag low as $37. Send
all contributions to the Inter-
Civic Council, Inc. 803 Floral
Street. Tallahassee, Florida.,”

From the SWP Platform

out of the hands of Congress
and the President. Let the peo-
ple vote through a nation-wide
referendum on the question of
war or peace. Withdraw all troops
from foreign soil. Halt all

ingness to suffer and fight for it.

nuclear weapons tests.

(Continued from page 1)
Judge. Rudd overruled him con-
sistently.

The city a.uthorltles are out
to smash the boycott and don’t
care whether the license law val-
idly applies to the 21 or not.
. A white taxi. driver I talked
to, however, took a different
stand. At first he told me that
he thought the 21 should be pun-
ished for conducting' a business
without a license. But when I
told him the facts — that they
weren’t running a business at all,
but offering . rides — he ' said,
“Well, that’s different. Nobody
should pe punished for doing that
with their own car.” A few other
white workers I talked to also
took the side of the 21 defendants
after I explained the facts.

/A meeting of the ICC was held

at iSt. Johns church tonight.
The church was packed, as the
court room had been during the
day. But now no one was com-
pelled to stand. Everyone could
sit and relax. The tension of the
trial was gone and everybody
was gay ahd enthusiastic. The
speakers-were full of praise for
the persistance and sacrifices of
the assembly and the people were
just as anxious to bolster and en-
courage . the 21 who were in-
dicted,
The Rev. C. K, Steele, presi-
dent of fthe ICC, recéived an
ovation when he answered the
Tallahassee indictment with the
following pledge: “If they take
away our cars, we'll ride bicycles.
If they take away the bicycles,
we'll walk, and if they cut oﬂ:'
our: legs, welll. crawl!”

¥ el

troit 1, Mlcb.

-gro people to vote, Registration

acists, the FCC meeting pushed

only 'with the bus-segregation
question. The Tallahassee Negro
community is opening up a fight
on a different front, It is cam-
paigning for registering the Ne-

is growmg in Tallahassee. But
in the surrounding counties Ne-
groes are not registered. It is
not poll tax or other legal pro-
visions that is the obstacle, but
intimidation. Negroes have been
threatened and shot at. Despite
the terror of the white suprem-

... Weiss in Tallahassee

ahead confidently with th‘eoamw-

Negroes in the entire area.’

“{In; Tallahassee as
gomery, Ala., the Negroes are
fighting for a new. world., They
feel the hope and the courage of
people who see a new life before
them. They are far ahead of
their fellow workers elsewhere.
They are leaders and they are
not
left to fight the good battle
alone. They deserve the aid of
the entire labor movement.

The BOC meetmg did not deaxl

NEGROES
" ONTHE
MARCH

A TFrenchman’s Report
" on the American Negro
Struggle -

¢ _
By Daniel ‘Gu»er*irn
192 pages $'1.50
. "
Order from

PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University Place
- New York 3, N. Y.

‘Tour Informalion

SEATTLE
“Why American Workers Need
A Lahor Party” ¢
Sat., Oct. 27 —8:00 P.M; !
. ‘Polish Hall
1714 - 18th Ave.
Questions, Discussion, Social
Donation — 50¢
Unemployed Free
_ LOS ANGELES
ELECTION RALLY |
“Why The American People
Need A Labor Party”

2936 West 8th Street
(Next to Channing Hall)
Auspwes. ;
Dobbs-Weiss Campaign
Commlttea

7

over 60 vehicles, have been sub- .

Cities Transit Ine. in a full page-

‘buses. The company hired its

Fri, Nov. 2 — 8:15 P.M. 5

Rav. [Steele, was arrested two

lice are helping us every time.
reporting ~ the

slogan, “We’ll walk with dignity
rather than ride in humiliation-

As far as the effectiveness of

operations after the Chamber of .
‘Commerce had launched a'“ride

flock back on the buses, But the

tained. Rev. Steele told the mass

‘boycotters are holding -out not ‘
for concessions as Negroes, but

thing, you can feel the power.’ :
This power would be vastly -ac-

er costs of mecessary appeals in |
and the‘
need for additional station: wag-

Take the war-making power

_paign to register at least 10,000 -

in Mont--

afraid. Bu¢ they must not be’

Myra Tanher Weiss | |



	v20n43-p1-oct-22-1956-mil
	v20n43-p2-oct-22-1956-mil
	v20n43-p3-oct-22-1956-mil
	v20n43-p4-oct-22-1956-mil

