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i’*f'i*he Seven Year
‘ar on Kutcher

An Editorial

J ames Kutcher 8 hermc fight to regain h1s job, protect
ghxs famlly from eviction, and now, to keep his veteran’s
dlsaibxhty pension has become symbohc of the whole strug-

~ gle for civil liberties in the U.S. As the New York Times |

‘ put it, the Kutcher case has become a “cause celebre.”

~ The unbeheva,bly sa\nage, _relentless and malicious |
~,persecutlon of the legless veteran of Worlzd ‘War II by

: :\«admlmstratmns, has shocked, the- conecwnce of mxlhone of|
people- into the realization that a monstrous conspiracy is
afoot ‘to. impose a thoughtacontrol straxt-mcket on the
United States.

The attack on Kutcher’s pension has provoked a wave
- of nation-wide indignation and people are asking: Why has
the powerful federal government waged its seven-year
war against James Kutcher? Is it possible that they

o sermusly think a crippled veteran and his aged parents

are a threat to their rule and their policies?

. The liberals say this is “palpably -absurd”; that the
_outrageous hounding of Kutcher is the work of “inhumane
xand/or stwpld bureaucrats” who “do not speak for Amer—
: lca." (N. Y. Post, Dec. 23)

Th1e is only half true. The “m]mwmane” government
bureaucrats don’t speak for the America of the working
people, they speak for the American billionaires, brass hats

~ and thought-control cops — and it is these forces that are

in power in Washington and have been for a long time.
The powers that be have proven that they do fear

Kutcher. They fear him because he is a man who insists

. he has a right to freedom of thought and speech.

+ Kutcher has dared to stand up and say: “I am a

member of the Socialist Workers Party and proud of it.”

' The Socialist Workers Party was arbltrarlly placed on the

“subversive” list by Truman’s Attorney General in 1947
 without a hearing and WIthout ever having a chance to
o refute the charge. ‘

The facts show that anybody, not only Kutcher, who
_ dares to criticize the government, question its right to
~drag humanity into a total atomic war, or doubt the cold-
: 'war heb of the Big Business statesmen, is smeared as an
: “enemy of the United States,” a “subversive” - and a
‘,seeumty risk” and submitted to systematic persecution.

~'But that means nothing to the witch hunters. Kutcher,
. iy are: convmced ‘must be silenced, intimidated, hounded
wnd broken. Kutcher must be made an example of. Every
ican who dares to think and speak freely must be
i feel the cold chill of fear and remember that
ppoelhon means punlshment that jobs, homes, pensions
d freedom can be taken away unless one learns to keep

mouth tlght]y shut.

) Kutcher case is fundamental. If Kutcher wins his
his pensmn and job, it means that the “subversive
undamentdl prop of the witch hwunt) is knocked

s why the witech hunters regard the wide sup-
her has received from the American labor and
ijes movement with such apprehension. They

if they lose their fight with Kutcher the witch-
ve will take an enormous setback.

S same veason the labor movement must rally
£ Kutcher to a greater extent than ever be-
&merxcan who opposes the transformation of
nto a colossal concentration camp ruled by a

lfollce must redouble every effort to win
t 1

CP Demands

Removal of

VA Officials

New York Communist Party
leaders wired President Eisen-
hower Dec. 26 strongly urging
“prompt removal Veterans . Ad-
ministration officials 1espons1ble
for revoking disability pension

of legless veteran James Kut:
The telegram _also de-

cher.” ’ ;

manded: the President order the

pavment of ‘dlsablhty pensions
G Th

“thi Com"mu’mst

§Party veterans whose pensions
‘were revoked by the VA after|
'their. conviction under the Smith
'Act. The wire states that “both

were revoked by the
Administration under
in the

pensions
Veterans
the identical law used
Kutcher case.”

. The telegram, signed by

‘George . Blake Charney and Si-

mon W. Gerson, chairman and
legislative chairman respectively,
of the New York Communist
Party, erroneously assumes that
Kutcher’s disability pension has
been fully returned. Actually,
the move to cut off Kutcher’s
pension is still under way. Only
the immediate suspension of his
pension, even before a hearing
took - place, was revéked after
the storm of public indignation
broke. The next move in the
fight will take place at a hear-
ing in Washington. ,

In a2 new case of government
filching from a man what he
has earned, the Social Security
Administration stopped the old-
age benefit pension of William
Z. Foster, chairman of the Com-
munist Party of the U.S. it was
revealed by the Dec. 21 Daily
Worker. The government further
demanded that Foster at once
return $1,006.50 he had already
drawn.  Harry Sacher, Foster’s
attorney will appeal the SSA’s
decision” at once..

The SSA letter to Foster, who
is 74 years old and suffering

(Continued on page 3)

gon._and i,
‘benefits. .

National Secretary of the Bocialis

The Veterans Administra
to James Kutcher on Dec. 1

the shocking mnews that.

suspended. In citing the reason
veteran’s. only means of supgo {

d bility ' pension  was
utting off the legless
the VA disclosed the

.

opening move of a witch-hunt rame up the hke of which

has not been seen in: this country &
— not even during the worst days 4'

of the McCarthy hysteria.

TH‘RE‘E FRAME-UP COUNTS.
(1) P. H. Moss, Acting Chair-
man of the VA’s Central Commit-

Jtee on Waivers and Forfeitures,?
; (pub- |
lished by the N. Y. Post, Dec. 23) "
declared that the government was

in this ldtter to Kubcher

acting under Public Law No. 144,
passed . by the

by  evidence satisfactory to the
Administrator of Veterans’

assistance to an enemy of the
Ufnuted States or its a
forfea%“mﬂ iRcerhied:

(2)

Moss says, “The ev1demce

‘shows that you are and have been

an-active: member of the Socialist
Workers Party since 1938; that
the Socialist Workers Party has
been determined to be, by duly
authovized offidials of the United
States of America, an organiza-
tion which seeks to alter the form
of government . . . by unconstitu-
tional means; that your numerous
activities over the years which
have been instrumental in fur-
thering the aims and objectives of
the Socialist Workers Party ap-
pear to constitute a violation of
the above-cited statue, in that it
also appears that you rendered
aid and assistance to an enemy
of the Umited States or of its
allies by espousing and defending
the Socialist  Workers Party’s
cause and thereby giving aid and
comflontt to the enemy by your in-
fluencé upon others in underniin-
ing public interest and coopera-
tion and confidence in the United
States Government’s -administra-
tion of the war efffort and
hampering and obstructing such
effort.”

(3) Moss’ letter cites a num-
ber of statements Kutcher is sup-
posed to have made, These are of
the type complled from the crude
serawlings of a faceless, informer
in .collaboration with an official
who apparently gets most of his

information abiout socialist ~doc- |

trine from the comic books: “You

stated that ryou, liked the ‘red’.
. that

system of government; .

Kutcher at CIO Convention

James Kutcher, legless veteran who was fired by Truman’s
“loyalty” purge, has fought for seven years to regain his jobh,
defend his family from eviction, and now, against dttempts of

. the Veterans Administration to cut off his disability pension.
He is shown above at an information and literature table at the ;
Cleveland Clo conventlon in 1949. 4

78th Congress B
which says, “Any person shown'}
Af- ]
fairs to be guilty of muftiny, |
‘{reason, - sabotage, or rendering:|

e Government of the: United
es is composed of cheaters
d crooks who oppress the work-
peo»ple.‘, .. It is further shown
at you'stated that .. . they (the
should be over-

wg

government)

ew government.”

With this concoction the gov-
ment wants to strip Kutcher
the compensation it promised

battle. of ! Italy during World
War 1L

DAY IN:COURT .
Hayen't the VA officials heard
ere is still a cOHStltthan 1n the

have his day in eoumt wher<
witnesses’ must be pcrodruced
where they can be cross-examined,
where a jury ecan-decide on the
basis of evidence?

It ‘appears that® the power-
drunk witch hunters have for-
gotten all about such procedures.
Here is the way they operate:

Fihs.t, - the Socialist Workers
Party is cited by Truman’s At‘c-
torney General as “subversive.”
The SWP never gets a hearing
despite repeated demands. Then
Kutcher is fired from his wb in
the Newark Veterans Administra-
tion, because of his membership
in the arbitrarily blacklisted or-
ganization. Then the federal
housing authorities opened 3 cam-
paign to evict Kutcher which they
persist in to this day. Now they
want to strip Kutcher of his
disability pension on the t.ruzmped
up charge that his membership in
the SWP proves he was “aiding
the enemy.”

This is the way the vicious
witch-hunt circle is closed — Kut-
cher is to be proven a trmtor
without trial, without proof, or
visable evidence, or open wit-

bership in an orgamzatlon which
was stigmatized without trial,
proof, evidence or witnesses.
Doesm’t this show that there is
‘growth of a totalitarfar
caneer within the structure. of

States? If the political opposition
of the SWP to capitalist war can
be equated by arbitrary official
fuat to treason, then we are going
dowm the road to the kind of gov-
ernment Hitler built.

TREASON CHARGE

Americans are familiar with
the chal e.of “treason.” Only a
short - ile ago Senator Mec-
: Oarbhy’s charge of “20 years of
treason” against the Democratic
Party, and against General Eisen-
hower, was ringing from omne
‘lend ‘of the coumtry to the other.
MeCarthy never got the chiance
to act on his charge. But, if he
had, his procedure . would differ
in no way from the pmocedme and
methiod of the government in the
Kutcher case. Omly the wvictims
would have been Demlocrats as
well as SWP.members.

If the government can get away
with a test run of #otalitarian
practices in its despicable hound-
ing of Kutcher, the most danger-
| ous precedent for trial by accusa-
tion and conviction by decree will
"have been set.

Volume 1, Number 1 of . the
AFL-CTO News is off the press
dated Dec. 10. As the official
weekly publication of the merged
labor federations it supplants the
| AFL News-Reporter and the CIO
News. s

thrown and killed and then get]

Him for the loss of his legs in the

nesses because he avows mem-.

formal democracy in the United|

First His Legs, Then His nghts ."

‘JAMES KUTCHER

Westinghouse

Scabs Kept Out

, By Carl Goodman ‘
DEC. 27 — The nation-widé strike of 55,000 Westing-
house workers is holding firm in its seventy-second day.
The company hag launched back:to-work movements,

secured an1t1~plckeMn.g court in:®

Junctwns, o1gamzed intervention
by the clergy, offéred bl'lch to
strikers, and utilized Attmney
General Brownell to sméar the
whole  strike as  “Communist
dominated” by . invoking the
Humphrey - Butler . Communist
Control Law against the United
Electrical Workers (Ind.) — one
of the two striking unions.

But the mnet result of . the
company’s strikebreaking efferts
is, contained in the following ad-
mission of today's Wall Street
Journal: “By far the biggest

portion  of (Westingliouse’ s)
overall facilities are shu; down.”

KNOW WHAT THEY WANT.
The striking workers know
what they want and why they
want it. They don’t want a five-
year contract. They don’t want a
speed-up. These issues are at the
core of the strike insomuch as
the. Westinghouse corporation
refuses to grant a wage increase
or reach any other settlement
without these two features.
The speed-up demand. of the
company is.contained in a clause
providing for time studies for
non-incentive workers. The in-
troduction of such a study touch-
ed off a three-day national
strike last September, sparked
by a 16-day strike conducted by
Local "601 of the CIO-AFL In-
ternational Electrical Workers
Union  in- East Pittsburgh.
Workers interviewed by the
N. Y. Times in a special Christ-
mas-Eve roundup of the strike
made it abundantly clear. why
they considered their sacrifices
of a gay Christmas ]ustlfled
George H. Merz, Jr., one of 800
members of Local 456 UE. on
strike .in Jersey City described
his personal stake in the fight
as a “reasonable job without a
clock watching over me.”
Explaining: his opposition to
‘the  five-year  contract, he: said,

| bers
‘of Communist dictators.”

foms.

“It's a long time; and you are
under an iron hand. Anything
could happen. One or two words
in some c‘ause could change the.
whole - set-up.”

The UE, which Merz belongs
to, was the organization cited
by Attorney General Browmell
before the Subversive Activities
Control Board. Brownell claimed
that he wanted to help UE mem-
“clean their oxganization
It is
clear from Merz’ statement that
it is from- dictatorship. of the
company that.-he and his fellow
strikers want to be free.

“WE ARE GOING TO WIN”'

Mrs. Elsie Shaw, Local 449,
IUE member in Trenton, N. J,
told the Times interviewer “We
are going to win this strike. I'm
not going to go back and work
the way 1 did before. I have to
handle 1,200 bulb parts an hour
and now they want to make me

‘handle 1,350 at less money. When

my machine breaks down, and

that’s too often, T make noth-

il’lga” .

Length of contract and speed-
up were the issues in the wild-
cat strikes in auto last June.
That they are also the issue in
the Westinghouse strike indi-
cates that for mass production
workers, job conditions have
come to overshadow wage rates
in impertance.

On its side, the Westinghouse
Corporation which is com-
plaining of “declining sales and
drooping profits” according to
the Dec.. 24 N. Y. Times

 wants to be able to drive the

workers within an inch of their
lives in return for the wage in-
crease it has offered. And .t is
out to smash the union, if it
cannot have its way. ;
In this show-down class battle
over working conditions the en-
tire labor movement must rally
to the aid of both the embat-
tled Westinghouse workers. un-

e

Opens llp Hearmg‘f'
To Newspapers

- By Daniel Roberts

'DEC. 29 — In its second:
retreat ‘in five days in the’
face of ‘public indignation,
the Veteran’s Administra-
tion agreed yesterday to
grant James Kutcher a
public” “loyalty” hearing tomors:
row. Up to last night, the gov-:

ernment had maintained that the =

hearing would have to be secret.:
The VA is currently trying to .
take away a $329-a-month:
disability pension from the vet-:
eran who lost both legs in World
War II. Last Saturday, the N. Y.
Post exposed the government’s
vindictive action against Kutcher
and public reaction  forced the
VA to reinstate his pension pend-
ng the outcome of the hearing.
His pension was originally ‘te
have stopped as of Nov. 30.
Earlier yesterday Senator Estes
Refauver ~ (D-Tenn.) demanded
hat Kutcher be given a- public
ieaning © on the  accusation’ of -
“treason.” 'Dhé»b:asizs of the

membership ™ in: - jalist
Workers " Party. Although ﬂhe“.
IWP is a legal pohtmaleorg‘amza—

ion whose candidates participate

‘n U.S. elections, it has been

arbitrarily cited as “subversive”
by the Attorney General.

In his statement 4ppearing in
the N. Y. Post, Kefauver said:
“T think Kutcher, not only as a
veteran with a gallant war record,
buft ‘simply as an Amertican citi-.
zen, is entitled to a public hear-
ing and- a full opportunity to
confiront his accusers. He hag the
right to defend himself and to tell
his side of the story.” :

In effect Kefauver supported
the protest sent to the VA by
James L. Rauh. Jr., attorney for
Kutcher, over arrangements for
secret proceedings on the case.

RAUH TELEGRAM 2
Rauh, in his télegram of pm’oe's!t ‘
to the VA, after his oviginal
demand for a public hearing was
refused, said: “No one should be
tried . under charges of treason in
a star chamber proceeding and
least of all one who has given
so much for his country. Kutcher
has mnothing to hide. Unless the
Veteran’s Administration = does .
have something to hide or .is
ashamed of what it is doing in
this proceeding it will welcome
the press at this hearing.
“Second we insist that Kutcher ;

be confronted by . his. acousers. . .

Whoever says Kutcher has.com-
miitted  treason in  rendering,

‘assistance to an enemy should

be willing to stand up before
Kutcher and tell ‘him and the
Veterans Administration in what.
mamner Kutcher fconnm\ittteq this
crime.” o

Rauh also cited Article III,
Section 3 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion which specifically states, “No
persons shall be convicted of
treason unless on the testimony .
of two witnesses to the same

overt act or on confessmn inopen .

court.” ;

Proposals for Congressional in-
vestigation of the government’s
attack on James Kutcher were:
made during the past week by
Rep. Olin E, Teague (D-Tex.) and
Sen. Margaret Smith (R-Me.).
Teague, chairman of the House
Veterans Committee,

investigate the VA's actions in
the Kutcher case. Teague, him-
self a wounded veteran of World
War  II, said the government
would have to prove .a disabled
veteran was guilty of

his pension stopped.

WIDELY PUBLICIZED =
Once the Dec. 23 N. Y. Post
broke the story exnoemg the gb
ernment’s  suspension of -
cher’s pension, it was nnmeduartely
picked:-up by the press bh.mug]wuft

(Contmued on page 3)

stated on ..
‘Dec. 24 that his commjittee would

a very' . -
senious offense to warnant having
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By George Lavan

NEW YORK, Dec. 28 — Jimmy Kutcher, the legless |
veteran whose pension the government is now trying to |

~ta‘ke away, has been much interviewed m the past few

qﬁes«ﬁwns for the Militant.
ow. does the situation about
his  pension lvqok to him at this

moment ? “Well, its a bit early to ]

say. It’s encouraging that they
Had to back down a little bit —
you know the pension was im-

mediately suspended. and then aj

liftle later was restored pends
the nuhng of the committee o
forfeitures of petisions. in Wash:
ingibon. I- say it's encouraging that
public opinion seems to have made
itself felt that much. But 1
wonldn’t want to make any pre-
- diations as yet on how its going
to come “out.”

LETTERS OF SUPPORT

* Wihat about public feeling ? Has|

Kuteher personally noticed the in-

terest in his case? “Oh yes. Lots f¢

of people have spoken to me on
the street and called me up. The
newspapers pu‘bhshed my address
dnd I've been receiving letters of
emowragement When I got the
news that my pension had been
ordered temporarily restored, I
called up my family in Newark
to. tell them. My mother already
knew. She said, ‘All America has
been “calling here.’ Then all the
newspaper people that have talk-
ed to me have been very friendly.

" “You know in the fight to get
my job back, I got a lot of support
from the unions, Negro organiza-
" tions, civil liberties groups and so

-on. But in this fight for my pen.

sion, it seems that everybody I

meet — even the most conserva-
" tive people — wish me well.”

. A convinced socialist since the
mid-1930’«s, Kutcher regarded the
loss of both legs in combat in
Italy as a personal tragedy that
he’ could surmount. He thinks he
did this fairly well, learning to
walk on two artificial legis and
holding down an office job in the
Newark Branch of the Veterans
Administration. Loss of his legs
was. beyond his control and he
salvaged as much of a normial life
as ‘could be expected under the
cirécumstances. Moreover, his per-
sonality did not change — he did
not become embittered.

- Bult loss of his job, loss of his

pension, and the threatened evic-:!
tion. of his family from a Newuark:|.

Housing Project, are things which
he considers not beyond hiscon-
trol. He feels that he can do
something about these blows — at
least he can try to do something.
That something is to fight back

REFUSES TO QUIT PARTY
Today Jimmy Kuteher admits
that he had no idea of the
maignitude of the task he was
taking on back in the summer of
1948 when he -decided to fight
against the witch hunters. “Then,”
hHe says with a rueful smile, “I

thouwght my case would be over.

wutﬂmn a year, or two at the most.
Inever dreamed that almost eight
years later it would still be going
on. Besides, more  things keep

but he gladly consented &
te. his weaniness to answey |

-anybody

| these

happening. They tmed to evict my |
mother and: father from our hwou;se i
‘beda‘use my Dad couldn’t sign th,e ;
Sloyalty’ form. It’s not that he |
.ever-helonged to one of the black-

listed ongwamzafclon nor my
mother. Neither one of them is
interested in politics.

“It’s that he would have to |
Yswear that no one in the house
‘helongs to an organization on the
“Attorney General’s blacklist and, |

as you know, I have belonged to
the Socialist Workers Party since
1938 i— before that I belonged to

the Socialist Party — and nothing
is. going to do will make ._
‘e quit my party as long as I'm

r-onvmced it’s mght

“One. way out would have been |

for my parents to kick me out
of the house. That was suggested
by some people. But my parents
refused to do that. They decided
to fight the Gwian ‘Amendment —
that’s the law making all tenants
in federal housing projects sign
Qoyalty’ forms

that this Rep. Gwinn has been
down South miaking speeches
encouraging the white suprema-
cists to fight the Supreme Court
ruling on schiool desegregation.
So you can see how witch-hunting
and racism go hand in hand.”

LONG FIGHT

Does qumy Kuteher ever get
discoumaged in the long fight he

has been putting up? “I must | @

admit I do have my low spells,”
Kutcher replied. Sometimes I get
the feeling it will go on forever.
'Dhe twelfth appeal on the case to
get back my job is coming up any

week mow in Washingtton, D. C.§

The eviction - case has been
through four or five hearings, and
though something of a legal vic-
tory has been won, it will
probably hiave to go through a lot
miore. And now I am just begin-
ning the fight to keep my pension.

. “The thing that gets me down’

most is the effect it all has on
my family. My mother and father
are both in their seventies and
not well. My father recently had
a leg amputated because of his
diabetes. Then they're scared
most of the time.

They were scared when I lost
‘my job and it was in the news-
‘papers. By now they’ve beconie
convinced Tl never get a job
agiain. They are scared by the
attempt to kick us out of the
housing projedt. Niot only because
it’s low rent, but because at their
age the idea of moving seems hke
the end of the world.

“Then when my pension was
suspended they were afraid about
how I'd manage to live. Wiorse
than that, they. imagine all sorts
‘of termible things. For example,
they live on a social secumity
pension. They think that maybe
that will be taken away from
them because their son is ‘sub-

versive,’ You know they’ve read

or get.
evicted. Incidentally, I just heard |

[

worth while.”” — James

“Somebody has to stand up sometime and call a halt to these persecutlons. If, by my stand; I can ‘save
any veteran or government employe from governm ent persecution in the. future,

Kutcher, at a press conference in August '1948.

=
¥
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I will consider my fight

- ton’s exclusive story.on Page 4.

in the time' of
Loyalty Board ]

. is a palpable absurdity.

politics, earned their disability

{ about these g-mlt-qby-damuly-‘asso-
clation cases. My mother gets |
almost hysterical sometimes ‘and
says the government will put me |
in prison yet for my ideas.”

ARE PENSIONS CHARITY?

"~ How do. Kutcher and other |:
‘disabled veterans feel about pen:
sions? Arve they a form of gov- |
ernment charity to ‘be granted |
and taken away at will?

“No . I never. regarded it as
dharity — I think that’s a wrong
idea of it — and I don’t think any
other disabled vets do. I remem-
ber when I was.in Wialter Reed
Hospital sometimes the fellows
would - talk about it and 'also
several times army. officens spoke
to . us of the philosophy behind
the pensmn system I remember
one ma]or saying: ‘You lost your

and the government is trying to
.make- up for it the best. that it
can for the rest of your life. We
know we can’t really repay you
for. the loss that you have sus-

‘legs, in the . government geryice

tamed but the governmemt will do

the best it can to make up for |

/it Of course, 1 can’t remember
:what he said word for word, but

| that’s pretty close to it.

“Then the fellows used to say

| that it wasn't charity, the gov-

‘ernment smnply recognized th

'betause of your injury you c»ouﬂ;dm’t‘

oormpete for jobs as well as work:
‘ers who weren’t disabled. Besides
\living is more expensive in a lot

‘of ways when. you're disabled. S6 |

the pension is sort of a. financial
bond that the government gives
you to migke up for the damage
that , happened to you whule m
wovernnnemt service. .

“Of -coumse,. there are sorme
disahilities thiat disappear after a
while. The pension is reduced or
taken away. That's fair and 1
mnever heard anyone say other-
wise. Afiter all the pension is.just
an attempt by the govermment to
compensate for the handicap the
veteran suffered and also to make

sure the vet doesn’t become  a
drain on his family, That’s one

Rauh Blasts “Un

[The following are excerpts
- from the letter of protest sent to
the Central Committee on Waivers
and Forfeiture of the Veterans
Administration, Dec. 22, by Joseph
L. Rauh Jr. and John Silard, at-
tomeys for James Kutcher.
Ed.]
Mr. James Kutcher is a total-
ly-dlsabled war veteran who lost

both his legs in battle fighting
for the United States at San

Pietro in 1943. In a letter dated|

December 12, 1955, you propose
to, deprive Mr Kutcher of his
veterans pension and thus leave
him ‘without any means of live-
lihood: or support for himself or
his aged parents, all because he
“has made public speeches critical
" of the United States government
and because he actively supports
the Sodialist Workers Party.

You state that you propose to :

take your action under Section 4,
Public Law 144, 78th Congress,
a 1953 statute which provides for
forfeiture of veteran’s benefits
by persons guilty of ‘“mutiny,
treason, sabotage or rendering
assistance to an enemy of the
United States.” Pending your
determination and ' before any
. hearing, Mr. Kutcher’s pension
" payments have stopped.
1. Punishment wi‘thoutf trial.

We have represented persons
appearmg before the McCarthy
committee,” we have defended
persons, including Mr. Kutcher,
before loyalty and security
boards; but we never thought we
would be forced to defend a
treason charge against a legless
veteran before an agency set up
to. protect Veterans® rights.

You state that Mr. Kutcher
“appears” to. be guilty of giving
~aid and comfort to the enemy. If
he has committed this highest

erime ‘against the United States,
2 ‘and any school child who Teads
. your eharges agalnst him would

laugh at the thought that these

acts constitute “aid to the en-
emy,” then the Constitution
gives Mr. Kutcher a right to a
criminal trial by jury with its
traditional ~safeguards. Treason
is  the only crime specifically de-
fined in the Constitution, but ap-
parently any citizen who has
been crippled in combat fighting

for his country, may be found

guilty of “treason” by officials
of the Veterans Administration

‘without trial. You have suspend-

ed Mr. Kutcher’s pension with-
out any hearing of any type and
you propose that he should come
and present evidence to you that
he 'is innocent, although appar-
ently you have already decided
the question without a hearing
for you state that “it appears”
that Mr. Kutcher has violated

‘the law.

2. Charges totally dlsregald
First Amendment rights.
You are also apparently un-
aware that the First Amend-
ment protects freedom of speech,

‘association and petition. You say

‘that by openly espousing and de-
fending the Socialist Workers
Party eause he “gave aid and
comfort to the enemy by under-
mining public interest and co-
operation and confidence in the

United States Government’s ad-
‘ministration of the war effort.”

There is absolutely no indication
in your charges against Mr. Kut-

‘cher that his support of the So-

cialist Workers Party gave aid
and comfort to any enemy.

If criticism of government
during the Korean war in your
opinion is “giving aid and com-
fort to the enemy” every major
Republican leader in this coun-
try who was active in the- 1952
election campaign s
guilty. On July 5th, 1950 Sen-
ator Taft said our government
“invited the attack which has
been made” by its failure .o arm
South Korea (Chicago ¢ Daily

; ; ;

! g

equally

Tribune, July 6, 1950) and con-

thereafter - as  “Truman’s war”
(Christian Science ‘Monitor Feb-
ruary 12th, - 1952):; Governor |
Dewey blamed our own govern-
ment, in the Korean war stating|
that the administration had. neg-
lected to : train South Xorean |:
‘troops who could have manned
:the battle lines instead of Ameri-
‘can soldiers (Washington Post,

hower stated
Cincinnati on
1952: o
““What 1 deplore in these
‘cases of Berlin and Korea is
this: - The incompetency of poli- |
tical leaders which made mili- |
tary action necessary.
servicemen were suymmoned to
'snatch military vietory from de-f
| feat. Democracies cannot afford

in a. speech

September 22,

‘up’ after their statesmen.” (New |
‘York Times,. September 28,
1952). . .

statements had their confidence
‘underminded far more directly

they -had heard Mr.
Kutcher say, as you -claim he
said, “that the Government of
the United States is composed
of people who are cheaters and
CIOOkS, who. oppress the work-
ing people.”
3. Meamngleﬂs chargeq also
untrue,

You state that Mr. Kutcher
made certain guoted public state-
ments. These garbled and false
quotations refer to “overthrow”

chance

testified at ' length under oath
before 'a Veterans’ Admmlstra-
tion Loyalty Board that he was
opposed; to, force or violence of
any kind ‘and that after being
crippled in the war he thought
| that pev) ef”‘shbuid get on with
each’ other! w1thout the use of

tinually referred to the war

‘October 22, 1952). General Eisen- |
in |

i 'be determined without trial, by
ithe luxury of assigning. armies |

-of soldiers to go around ‘picking |

zmiss

ed allegatlons,

of the Government Mr. Kutcher]

force and violence. Your charges
neglect, the fact that the listing
of the Socialist Workers Party,
which listing. has no relevance in

'any case in these .proceedings,
‘was acecomplished, as the Su-

‘preme Court has held, in viola-|

ition of due process of law and
is a nullity without force or
‘effect.

4, Accusers Guilty by own

| - standards. :
‘Even
‘true they ~couldn’t possibly
‘amount to aid to the enemy. The
'United States is not at war. And

‘if they did amount to aid to the:

‘enemy that is up to. a jury of 12
‘American citizens to determine
‘after a formal trial. It .cannot

‘administrative officials acting
‘on hearsay assertions by undis-
iclosed informants s

In view of the foregoing, it is.
demanded:

- 1. That you immediately ' dis-
the wunfounded charge'

The troops that read these |sgainst M. Kubelier of “render-

‘ing assistance to an enemy of

ithe United: States.”
) AT T .. 2. That you immediately direct
and dangerously than if by some resumption of his pension pay-

‘ments which, on the basis of

‘these, meaningless and unfound-
were held up
without opportunity for:
hearing. ‘

8. That if you do not immedi-
ately dismiss the charges and
revoke the suspension, you give
Mr. Kutcher a hearing at the
earliest possible moment.

4, That at such hearing you

produce any witness or witnesses
upon - whose testimony. the Gov-
ernment intends to rely before
the Veterans - Administration’s
Committée on Waivers and For-
feiture.
" This letter will serve as notice
that we are attorneys for My,
Kutcher “in this matter. Formal
power of attorney will be - ﬁledf
pmor to hearmg

any

//:L
it

if your charges 'were:

thmg the fellows alwayxs used to
say — ‘No matter how bad off
‘you are personally, at least you
xwont be a financial burden on
»am\y one.” ™

‘COMMUNIST PARTY VETS.

~ Did Kutgher know that the g0y~

‘ernment had ‘already taken away
ithe pensions of two disabled vet- |

erans who belonged: to the Com- |

’mun‘iwst Party? ,

“I-didn’t know that till-just the
‘other day when I read about it in
‘Murray Kempton’s article about
‘my case. T'd like to say I think
‘it’s just as unfair in their cases
'as it is in mine, Pm against the
‘whole witch hunt and the per-
secution in any way of the Com-
munist - Party . people for -their
ideas;, even though you know how
strongly I oppose their ideas.

“But I think taking away pen-
sions goes even beyond the witch
hunt, When a man gets badly in-
jured in ‘the army, there aren’t

any ifs, ands or buts about it.

He’s disabled. If thiat disability
continues he can't compete or get

-l along as well in life as other peo-

ple. Pensions should be granted —
and I always thought they had
been — without any ifs, ands or
buts. They should be above poli-
ties because the disability is above
polities.

“It’s the same with old age
pensions. Old age is a sovt of
.disability. as far as earning a
living is concerned. I think it is
heartless to take away old peo-
ple’s pensions as a form of po-

{ litical persecution.”

| PENSION' FIGHT

Whiat was Kutcher’s first: reac-

tion when he got the official letter

telling him his pension was to be

stopped? “Well, I felt pretty bad.
‘Sort of all hollow in my stomiach.

One of the newspapers says that

‘one of my first reactions wias

to ask a friend bitterly whether
the government would take my
legs biack, too. That’s not true. I
asked the question, but I was
serious. T wasn’t being bitter. You
know the letter says all benefits.
That’s not just the pension, but
everything. Now my legs were
given to me by the govermment |
and I think they’re still goverm=
ment property. If so, they could
take them back from me. I don’t
kow if you . realize how com-

plicated and expensive artificial

legs are. Tt takes months to get
them fitted.

“Besides, all benefits would in-{
clude hospitalization which I get
free through the VA up to now. A
few years ago I had to have about
an inch and a half trimmed off
one of my stumps. If I lose all

‘benefits then I couldn’t get such
hospitalization if I needed it. Any-
i|how my first reaction about the
'letter wasn’t just about losing the
i pension. 1 was most afraid about

my artificial legs., Some of my
frfends have told me that my
reaction  was psychological and
that no one will take them away
— becatse even the witeh humters
wouldn't demand that and besides
it would be bad publicity for
them.
h*o;pe that’s so.

“A]Js:o I hsope that I won’t lose

(had been arbitrarily bl: kiisted

“Whatever ‘the veason, - I

‘any- benefits at all. Of course, this

protect all disabled veterams. Or

present hold minovity viewpoints
on politics or other subjects. And
‘even thiese who -don’t now, but
‘someday: might.

it will help establish the prin.

ahove politics, 'Who knows, if|
McCarthy or someone like him
should ever come to power in the |

‘subversives.’ - Then vets - who |
‘were guilty of such views might |:
have their pensions endangered.

“I DECIDED TO FIGHT”

“You know when I started this
fightt back in 1948, I had a chice.
I didn’t have to fight. I could have
just. quietly . resigned  before the
30 days they gave me to: answer
were -up. Then there would have |
been no stigma about my being |
fired for ‘disloyalty.” 1 decided to.|®
fight. I decided it that way be-
cause I wanted' the. job., It was
the first one I had since I got ||
out of the army and was happy
in it. Before that I had come to
feel useless — nothing. to do — |,
trying to kill time. I was getiting

since the ampu'ba)tions
normal- person again.

lieve about polities its freedom.

s largely selfish on my part. I|
‘want to keep them. But also I
‘think that in- a way my case helps ||

at -least any of those who at |

“I think that if 1 win this fight |

‘ciple that disability pensions are |

U.S., they might make it a rule|
that New Deal Democrats were ||

like a vegetable. When I saw I}
could do a useful job, that it|
wasn’t mpde work, that I was |
useful to myself and the world, |}
I began to feel for the first time |}
like a

“So I wanted to fight for the ||
‘job I had and which I had: shown. [§
I could do. I also saw it was my |
duty to fight againgt the witch |
‘hunt. If there’s anything I be- ;

I saw the whole witch humt was [}
aimed at American freedom. So ||

States Army.

! No government - and‘ mo Administration has the mghrt to
e rewrite the history of a war, and: to. claim retroactively that men -
who served us well must be denied the repayment. of a natmnal 1
t debt because we do not like what they are doing now. g
; As Kuteher has said, the fact that he lost his legs is not thej, v
| great point of the debate. The point is that he has lost his rights. | *
{| But because he lost his legs his case dramatizes finally and' beyond
dispute the cruelties and jdiocies of the security program. L
Surely: the Kutcher decxslon must beyxﬁevevsegl.«]w}ey_gnd )
the country has a right to meet the men who made the decxs;o\ng :
and to ask why the fate of the nation’s veterans is in their: hands.i

“The Gov’t vs. James Kutcher”

(New York Post Editorial, Dec 23, 1905)

" The U.S. government has resumed mts way agamst James:
- Kutcher. We have no doubt that Kutcher, whe lost 'both }\us legs
ﬁghtmg for the U.S.: government in Italy 12 ye
survive the newest assault. But mxllaons of Ameri
| sense: of shame and apprehension about the condition of a g¢
ernment which can move to deprive this man, of his disahi
: pension. For details of the gruesome efforts, sge Murray Keny,,
i

‘his' fight for reinstatement is. still pending in the courts, .

But the attempt. to. take away his dlsab]hty pensxon even
more violently caricatures the madness. .

At the .very least the government would seem- abhged to .
reéturn his legs before cutting off the $70-a-week bounty he has
received in token recognition of his loss. e

The facts about Kutcher’s politics are plain and unconcealed
He is a member of the Socialist Workers Party — a tiny. radical i}
sect devoted to the doctrines of Leon Trotsky  and,
regarded. by the Communists as a major menace to the true |
Commaunist faith. The-motion that he and his associates constitute |
anythmg resembling a clear and present danger to. the republicf -

ars “ago, will |
s will feel 8

: It is hard to believe that the Veterans Admlmstrat\i‘iih\mﬂ“be/ _,
able to sustain its decision once the mews gets around.

The inhumane and/or stupid bureaucrats who handed down?
this verdict do not speak: for America; surely not one American
: in ten thousand would agree that a man who had lost two leOS.
in his country’s service should be denied a disability pensmn, no |
matter how unorthodox or inflammatory his ideas may- be. Yet i
" that is exactly what has:happened in this case.

We trust it is. unnecessary to argue the legal or techmcal
merits of the matter. If VA officials consclemtmusly believed that
| Kutcher could not lawfully receive his pension, they could have
] come out screaming for a change in the law — and we are certam -
. they would have won. the: argument. They didn’t.

Instead they drafted a bill of partlcullars which mcluded the
solemm charge that Kutcher has suggested in a. public place “that
the Government of the United States is composed of people who
.are eheaters and crooks who oppress the working people.’ ol i

A government which robs a veteran of his disability pensxonf I
for saymg such things 1nv1tes ‘even more mtemperate rhetorlc

This is not the first time the government has rewarded Kut-
1 cher with treatment somewhat less |
Heart he received for service in the battles of Italy. In 1948 —
y Truman — the Veterans Admmlstraclmn'E S
rissed. him. from his job in that organi: '

generous than the Purple

But we must frankly add that we do not 'belleve this 1s the 4
vntal issue. We weould: oppose what the VA has done if Kutcher |
' were a Communist or any other form of pro- -Russian man, We | -
| oppese what it has done ta Communists like Robert Thompson and
| Saul Wellman who, no matter how much we loathe their present.

pengions: serving in the Umtedj

J

‘therefore, |

that, >

‘don’t know what Wiﬂ happen after
fthat Any week now the case to

iin count.
“I’ve been trying to learnm a

‘get a Joh since I was fired from
‘the VA in Newark. There are only
‘certain kinds of jobs I can do.
\Sitting down jobs. Then I have ne
'special skill.
| “Also I've been branded =
'security risk by the government
‘and that makes almost three
istriikes ‘against you ‘Wwhen you're
Job hmntmg What I've been doing
lis going to a printing trade
lschool ‘wihiere 1 learn proof read-
‘ing and. all-around’ work of a
\sitting-down: nature. I hope when
iI've finished the courses T cadi
‘get a job in-that line”
i Does the gwemment pay fuott'
'those courses? “No, I've been

get my job back will be coming up | .

‘trade: It’s been tough trying- to:

1 sometimes feel that I'm ex

gmess ‘they can’t stop me fm)m:

finishing that.”

the coming hearing? “WeM I'm
glad and I'm a bit nervous.’ .

_ How is that? “Well I'm. glad
‘that it’s so soon. T told -you my
job. case has been dragging on for °

eight  years now. I'-figure that

‘with. a fast start on: the pension

case it may not drag on so long,

Pm - nervous- about getting down
‘there and having all -sorts of
questions fired at me. You know
T was never on the stand in court.

or anything in wmy life until my

case started <in 1948. Since then

pected: to. be a valkmg eney

clopedia to try to answer all the * 1
‘questions fired at mie. I'was never
| a- good: debater and its. hard to
keep your words from being
twisted around when you're under '
‘cross exammatmn

‘paytmg forv that my(s,ealf, so. T

i

How does Kutcher feel about
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PLANS FOR FUTURE

What are Kutcher’s plans for
‘the immediate future?
thfa:t ism’t so much up t6 me as
up to the government. In a few

the fight for my job and my duty |
to fight to defend civil liberties =
coincided. My case, you know, is i
unique in fthat I never denied |

‘Workers Party, but I said the ||
whole ‘loyalty’ program was un-
ity |

challenged the witch hunt. That ||

t&he same thing — decide to fight. |

“Well, |

‘days 1 have to appear before Uhe‘ i
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By Harry ng

- st 1.
, In 1955 U.S. 1mper1ahs»m contmued to
Jose the cold war.

Threats hurled against the Chinese gov-
emment by the U.S. State Department
during the Formosa Straits crisis early in
the year were the last echo of the par-
tmular ‘attempt to crush the Chinese revo-
lution that began with the Korean “police
action” in 1950. The Geneva conference
last summer registered a stalemate be-
tween U.S. imperialism and the Soviet
bloc. This  was the substanoe of the
“Geneva spirit.”

President Eisenhower’s peace protesta-
‘tions acknowledged in effect that the plans
of the U.S. government to launch World
War TII had suffered indefinite deldy.
These plans envisage overthrow of the
socialized property relations in the Soviet
Union, Eastern FEurope, China, North
Korea and North Indochina.

'The Geneva conference of foreign min-
isters in October showed that building
military alliances designed for war against
the Soviet bloc was still at the core of Wall
. Street’s foreign policy. Under those cir-
‘eumstances, no concrete agreement could

The witeh hunt came under increasing
tta,ck in 1955 ‘as the Eisenhower Ad-
‘ministration slowed down the tempo of
- Wall Street’s drive to war. After McCarthy,
the ‘witch-hunter-in-chief, had been placed
the shelf, several prominent Big Busi-
nes; spokesmen such as the N. Y. Times
edrtors and Harry Cain, member of the
Subversive Activities Control Board, de-
nounced “excesses” of the witch hunt. The
~Administration was forced to retreat in a
_few of these “blunders” as in the Lade-
Jmsky and Landy cases. The Federal
- courts handed down a number of rulings
- favorable to witch-hunt vietims durmg the
year. -

i Liberals and sectlons of the labor of-
_ ficialdom rallied behind the right of
witnesses before witch-hunting commit-
»tees to invoke the Fifth Amendment. And,
for the first time sinee the witch hunt
ran a number -of prominent’ Tiberdls
) rud{ng Mns. ‘Eleanor Roosevelt -— or-"""
3.

In 1955 the Negro people s<quared off
against the white s'u(premacrsrts in the
_ beginning of a show-down battle over the
system of Jim Crow. The growing pressure
of the Negro population for equality plus
the propaganda needs of the U.S. State
- Department in colonial lands, has forced
~ US. Big Business in past years to grant
. gignificant concessions to the Negro
 minority.

' . This was climaxed in 1954 with the
Supre:me ruling outlawing segregation in
public schools. Although the high court
-_.reaffirmed this prmmple last May and ex-
‘tended its application in subsequent rulings
 to parks, playgrounds and other public
. recreation facilities, it refused to set a
‘time limit within which the Southern
 states would have to comply with the
- orders. .
~ Emboldened by the failure of the courts
" to enforce its decisions and the sell-out of
- civil rights legislation by the liberal Demo-
crats when the 84th Congress convened in
January, the white supremacists launched
~areign of terror against the Negro popula-
tlon throughout the South.
c With the lynching of 14-year-old Emmett
1 Tlll in Mississippi last September and the
- whitewash of his murderers, mass demon-

4. The American

* Throughout the year, the AFL and CIO
_ bureaucracy contihued to serve the U.S.
State Department’s imperialist aims. Big

Busmess, in view of the continued eco-

nomic prospenty, agreed to renew some

major union contracts and to grant a few
o merovements such as supplementary un-
employment benefits. Thus class eollabora-
tlon continued to be the dominant aspect
~of labor-capital relations in 1955.
_ However, by their wildeat strikes in auto
last summer, at the time of the GM and
. Ford negotiations, the mass productlon
factory ‘workers indicated their growing
resentment against the intolerable speed-
 : up and the steady worsening of job condi-
tions. They made known in these strikes
their dissatisfaction with the leadership’s
; failure to fight for solution of their
~ grievances. -

“Class peace” was also ruptured in the
 South  where te{lephone, railroad, bus,
- hotel, sugar and other workers waged ex-
tremely militant strikes last Spring. For
‘their part, a number of employers decided
to get tough with labor — mnotably in the
Perfect Circle union-busting operation, in

hlch the company had the aid of the
' na National Guard, and the nation-

Revuew of 1955 == The Cold War

The Witch Hunt

" preserve Jim Crow in order to maintain its

ide stmke of “55, OOﬁ‘ Wesrtmg"howse work-

‘be reaclhed between imperialism and the
Kremlin.

Meanwhile, throughout 1955 the .na-
tional 1ndepen>densce revolution. continued
its rigse in Asia and North Africa. Last
~ April’s conference of Asian and African
nations at Bandung, the victories scored
by the Arab masses in North Africa
against French imperialism, the Egypt-
Czechoslovak arms deal and the struggle
waged in the Middle East against the U.S.

sponsored Baghdad pact, the huge welcome

given by the Asian masses to Bulganin and
Khrushehev in the course of their visit to
South Asia — all these demonstrated the
relentless will of the colonial masses to tear

Infuriated by the new challenge to Wall |

Street’s designs to rule the world, Sec-
retary of State Dulles  declared at - the
NATO conference in Deécember that the
cold war was on again. Thus the year
wound up with a sharply defined line-up
emerging  that ranged U.S., French and
 British imperialism on one side.and the
Soviet bloc and Asian and African: natlons
~on the other.

ganized to uphold civil liberties for the
Communist Party.
However, the. Big Busmelsls govern-

ment’s witch hunters continued their|
attacks on the political liberties of the |

American people as a corollary to con-
tinuing the cold war. The basic measures
of the thought-control program — the
“subversive”
MeCarran-Walter Immigration law and
the Humphrey-Butler law (invoked in De-
cenmber against the Westinghouse strike)
— were all used throughout the year to
create a fresh llst ‘of vietims of political
persecution.

The nation-wide storm of indignation
that broke over the Administration be-
cause of its move at Christmas time to
take away James Kutcher’s disability
pension, revealed a growing line-up - of

list, the Smith Act, the|

Kutcher, the Veteran’s Adminis-
tration charges that by “espous-
ing and defending the Socialist
. Workers Party cause” he “ren-
dered aid and assistance fo an
‘enemy of the United States.”
This fantastic accusation is link-
‘ed to the charge that the SWP
.opposed the “U.S. Government’s
war effort.”

Thus, according to these witch
hunters, political opposition, by
constitutionally guaranteed

be an enemy of the United
States. The administration
Washington . is above criticism
‘or opposition — that is what the
‘power-drunk witch-hunters are
|saying in éffect. Oppose us and
lyou are an enemy of the coun
‘try, for we are the law. Hitler

'autocratic. principle any better.
As a matter of fact, the So-

of its record of oppositien to|;
‘imperialist wars waged by the|
.Big Business-dominated U. 8.
‘government. By this opposition,
‘the SWP defended the interests

American people, the
:people, against the real enemy
l.of the country -— namely, the

‘have a stranglehold on the na
tion’s "economic life and manipu
‘late its government for the bil:
Jionaire profit makers’ own self-
ish ends.

' KOREAN WAR

‘Korean. War — which is a mat
ter -of public record and from
‘which we do not wish to erase
a single line — is a case in
point.

A month after Truman plung-
ed the American people into the

the founder of the Socialist
Wiorkers Party, addressed an
open letter to the President.and
members of Congress. Published
in, The Militant of July 81, 1950,
the létter -declared:

“I disagree with your action
in Korea and in my capacity as
a private citizen I petition you
to . change your policy = funda-
mentally as follows: Withdraw
the American troops and let the.

Republican and Democratic witch-hunters
on one side and defendens of c1v1l l1bert1es
on the other. s R 5

$he,

Civil Rights

strations swept the Negro communities in
Northern,
Southern cities. The Negro population was
determined that the legal principle they
had won in the courts bhould be put in
practice.

In a second round of Till protest meet-
ings, union bodies in many cities associated
themselves with loecal branches of the
NAACP: and other Negro organizations.
On the national plane, labor organizations
and the NAACP called a conference on
civil rights to take place in January in
Washington.

Prominent spokesmen in the Negro com-
munity called for a March on Washington
and demanded that the Federal Govern-
ment send troops to Mississippi to enforce
the law against white supremacist terror.

'This proposal and demand placed both
.Republican and Democratic parties on the

spot, since both function in alliance with
the Southern Demoerats.
Though U.S. Big Business is hell-bent to

exploitation of the working class as a
whole, it was confronted at the end of 1955
with a growing determination by Negroes
and whites to put this hated system to an
end.

Labor Movement

ers, in which the Justice Department in- |

tervened on the side of the corporation.

The AFL-CIO merger dominated the
labor scene in 1955. Its immediate effect
was to strengthen the labor bureaucracy’s
policy of coalition with the Democratic
Party. Reuther and Meany made it crystal
clear that they refused to use the pooled
might of the united organization to launch
a labor party

However, in the consciousness of the
country the AFL-CIO emerged from the
fusion as a potential labor party, strong
enough to win a majority of the nation and
take power as soon as it strikes out on an
independent political road.

The inevitable failure of a Democratic
Party-Labor coalition to solve any of the
working people’s fundamental problems
will convince the union militants that the
united labor movement mulsrt take th1s
road.

The deteriorating world position of U. S

1mper1ahsm and the lsha,rpenmg line-ups at |

home and abroad’ foreshadow the outbreak |
of a devastating. soeial erisis which will
“put in question the rule of imperialism in|
- general and American Big Business in par- |
ticular. That crisis will pose the questmn
which class is to rule the wor 1l
workmg class or the capitalist ¢ Bss.

%y

1is composed of .

* | scheduled hearing,: the A
authontatwe spokesmem

Korean people alone . . .
“The American intervention in

In its current attack on James |

means, to any war conducted by
the U.S. Government means to|

in |

themselves free from imperialist slavery. |[could not have proclaimed the -

|cialist Workers Party is proud |

.of the great majority of thel
working |

small clique of billionaires who:{

and exploitation . . .
|COLONIAL UPRISING
“The explosion in XKorea onj.

The SWP’s opposition to the |:

‘their. country, to rid themselves
.6f foreign domination and to|
“vin their complete national in-
idependence. It is true that the
‘Korean war, James P. Cannon,}

1 whelming
'support of the Korean people. It

SWP Told the Trut.

FARRELL DOBBS

‘invasion, no different from the
French war on Indo-China ~or
ithe Dutch assault on Indenesia. |

killed, not .in. order to. lib-
‘erate the Korean “people, but to
onquer - and subjugate them. ‘It
is outrageous. It is monstrous...

“The Korean people. have ' a
‘mortal hatred of the Wall Street
‘liberator.” ~ They. despise unto
"ath the ‘bestial, corrupt, U.S.-

ia .prison eamp of misery, torture

June 25, as events have proved,
‘express the profoumd desive of
the Koreans themselves to unify

Kremlin seeks to take advantage
‘of " their struggle for its own|,
reactionary ends and would sell
it tomerrow if it could get an-
other deal with Washington. But
the struggle itself has the over-
and-  whole-hearted

is part of the mighty uprising
of the hundreds of millions of |
tolonial people throughout Asia
agamst Western imperialism. |
This is the real truth, the real
issue. The colonial slaves don’t
want to be slaves any longer e

'Korea 1; a  brutal imperxahst’

Now Washington

| | this

4(‘
! American 'boys - are being sent |
10 000 miles away .to kill and|
‘be

'qulte wlllmg to tum North
Korea over to Stalin in retui'n
for control over South Konea,
which it ruled through: the hloody:
dictatorship. of Syngman Rhee.
is seeking, |
‘against the resistance of the
Korean people, to reimpose its
imperialist puppet rule, to -en-
force the division of Korea and
to. maintain it 'as” a colony - and.
military base for future war
on the Soviet Union.”
Throughout -the Korean war
the Socialist Workers Party
spoke out - against the U.S. gov-

tinually- underscored the fact that
intervention was" part of
Wall Street’s drive for world]
domination.-

'DOBB’S SPEECH

Adldmessmg an’ audience of
‘millions over the NBC: radio: and
TV system Oct. 19, 1952 Farrell
‘Dobbs, SWP pres1dent1al candi-
‘date, scored "Adlai Stevenson’s
idefense of that intervention as
mankind’s” war. )

Dobbs charged that what Dem-
.ocratic  presidential candidate
Stevenson really meant by “man-

ity of wealthy men who own
vast ‘tracts of land -and -hugel
‘capitalist holdlmg's in. the colo-
nial countries. He means . the |’

out

ernment’s intervention and_ con-|
on: June 23,1953 “The front line|

kind”. was. — “‘{that small minor-|.

agents of this wealthy minority|”

war,
Gallup poll- revealed that 66%

thei e.”

ar” war this country ever. em:-{
' barked: on.
The opposmon of the Amerl-

|ean troops. in Korea was even
more intense. Some idea of their-

sentiment was indicated: by - the
N. Y. Times
Hanson W. Baldwin. He wrote

reaction, even though undoubted- |
1y muted by censorship,
been bitter. The fighting soldier

| wants the war to end and Dr.,

Rhee and the Koreans now bear
tlte blame. in their minds for its
continuance. This hostile feeling
iis; shared in the United States
by, the kinsmen of U.S. prisoners.
of war and by many of  those

end of the war.

- The Korean 1ntervention was
one war that could: not be sold
to the, American people.. They
‘had in their majority supported
land suffered the hardships: of

‘Wmld War II because they ac-

(orean War

months after the outbreak of the,
Jan. 28, 1951, a national

.of the people already wanted to |
i“pull out” of Korea. Nine per-
 cent had “no -opinion,” and. only |
'26% - wanted the U.S. to “stay
The * Koreéan adventure]
'was cerfainly ‘“the most unpop-

military expert}

has|

with relatives in Korea who have |
-been hoping for months for the

‘was a war to wipe out H1tlerlsm
and the Mikado. But they réact-
fed against similar claims about
Korea. American GI’'S  got a
ifirst hand - view ' of “democxacy
 dictator-Rhee . style. They saw
"Korea reduced to a horrible rub-
[ble: in- the drive to “liberate’ it.
Every -correspondent dwelt .on
.the theme that the mass desire
Lof the troops.to “pull out” flow-
ed from A the fact that ‘they
‘“didn’t know what they were
fighting for.”

That Rhee is a ’fascelst-ty,pe :
.dictator is today no longer -sub- -
'ject to debate. Yet the only
 visible result = of - the U.S. war
‘of “liberation” which cost ‘tens
of thousands of American lives
.and hundreds of thousands of
| Korean and Chinese .lives. has .
'been the systematic and insistent
lcampaign of Washington to keep -
that bloody oppressor of the
Korean people. in' power. :

The present administration
feels impelled to attack those
who ' exposed|  and condemned-
Wall Street’s policy in Korea
because its plesent foreign pol-
/icy is a continuation apd exten-
.sion. of the course pursued in.
Korea. The Socialist Workers; -
Party, however, will not be
bludgeaned -into discontinuing its.
‘struggle against that reactlonary
“policy.- .

eplsed the false claim that 1t

Democrats are now forging: mil-
itary alliances — like the Naz1
and Japanese  warloxds, like |
Franco and. Chiang Kai-shek, all

tof them tyrants hated by. the |/

people of their own countries.

“It is for that wealthy minox-:
ity, dominated by the Wall Street |
bankers, that American boys are
bleeding and dying in' Korea.

“This ‘unholy military alliance
‘against the working people isj
supported by both Stevenson and:

‘Eisenhower. They tell you it is|

.aimed only at Stalin. Don’t be-
lieve it. This alliance is interided
to restore capitalism everywhere
it has been abolished and to

prevent the organization of a}
‘'socialist society anywhere in the|
‘world. It is not aimed at. Stalm S
ierimes but agamst a maJorlty
‘of the human race.!

'VOICING MASS SENTIMENT

In its opposmon to U.S. pohey
in- Korea the SWP was giving |

;conscious expression to the sen-

‘timent of ‘the great majority of

“Amerlcan imperialism | was|

(Contmued from page 1
the nation. Within six hours after
the Post’s first edition hit the
streets the VA announced that
Kutcher would be provisionally
returned to the pension rolls. The
“reprieve,” as Kutcher designated
the VA’s reversal, was effected
at a meeting of high-level aides of
Harvey V. Higley, Administrator
of Veteran’s Afffairs.

The VA officials claimed they
lifted the 'suspension “in the
sense of fair play” and “to prevent
hardship.” But the real explana:
“tion is that the newspaper stories
— those that openly espoused
Kutcher’s rights as well as those
that simply reported the facts —
exposed to the public that the
government’s move against the
legless veteran was a  mean-
spirited frame-up.

Citing one governmenit allega-

‘that Kutoher had said that “the
Government. of the United States
. cheafters and
cnooks who ‘oppress the working
people,” Murray Kempton wrote
sancastically in the N. Y. Post:
“What basis any man from whom:
‘the government. has progressively
sought to abduct job; home, ‘and
now disability pension can have

‘geous notion, I could not hope
to. undersbanid.”

The Dee. 23 Newark Evening
{News also linked the government
charge against Kutcher of render-
‘ing “assistance to an enemy -of
'thé United States by undermining
public interest and coopemation in-
the WU.S. government” to the

and crooks.” The News sub-
headlined its story, “Slur on Gov-
ernment is ‘Charged to -Legless
Vet by VA.”

“MAJESTY OF U.8.”
“The charge againgt [Kut-
cher],” said the Dec. 24 Wish-
ingiton Post estomally, “in addi- |
tiom to membership in the So-|
dialist Workers Party, is that,|
aceording to an unidentified in-
formiant, Kutcher at some time
in 1950 or 1951 made what some-
one considered disloyal remarks
about the United States Govern-
ment. What has freedom of
‘gpeech come to in this land if men
iare ‘to be deprived of rights on
such. a charge and -on such:
evndefnce as this! What has the |
‘majesty of ‘the United States |
'descended to- when a _crippled vet- |
‘eran ¢an  be 'so hounded and
‘harassed in- tlbe'name of natio
semm‘ty"’ LN i

On Dec. 29; one doy before the
N

 extremist political views. That

...CP Wires ‘Proles*f

for entertaining any such outra-|

alleged remark about “cheaters |

| has had ‘his December, Social; Se-

for U.S. Big Business, stated
editorially, ‘“The United A States
can in no way beneifit from the
long campaign of harassment
against Mr. Kutcher. . . In the
pension case, it seems to us that
Mr. Kutcher is clearly entitled
to compensation for his wartime
injuries. The present attempt of
the VA to-deprive him ‘of these
rights, -even though it is acting
under a 1943 law, can be viewed
as little less than retaliation for

isn’t the kind of action that sits
well in a free democracy.”

The Kutcher case dates back to
August - 1948, when the Fedenal
Government under the Truman
Administration took away Kult-
cher’s civil service job as clerk
in the Newark office of the Vet-
eran’s Administration. Labor, Ne-
gro and civil liberties orgamiza-

‘his -tireless fight for his mghts,

has made the Kutcher case the | 3"y, vicinity of the capital

city of Algiers itself.

... Public Hearing Won |

Western and a number of|

tions, with a combined. mefmber-
ship numbening several million
people, backed his fight for rein-
statement. His federal job ‘case,
which is still in the coumts, is:

ment, “loyalty” program.
Two weeks ago, the N. J.
Supreme Court ruled against an ]

- eviction order of the Newark
 Housing Awthority against Kut-
‘cher .and his- parvents from the
houging projeet in which they

live. The Kutchers refused to. sign
a “loyalty oath” demianded by the

Gwmrn amendment to the pxublhc -would paralyze the French ad-

imiinistration,  Lastly, reports in-|
dicate that active guerrilla fight-
Ang, hitherto concentrated in the ||
leastern provinces, has now reach-

housing act. The housing officials
are: still trying to get an evidtion.
The eourage of James Kutcher,

symbol . of the battle for civil
liberties against the entxre gov- ;

ernment witch hunt. j

(Continued from page 1)

from a serious heart ailment,
‘¢claimed he ‘had been erroneously |
leredited with earnings on which
‘he was entitled to draw the old-
age pension. Since all those
‘earnings came from the Com-|
‘munist Party or Communist|
| Political Association, the letter

‘agency demanded that
.amount paid must be returned [
‘at once.

Foster’s is the fourth case inf
'which the Social Security Ad-|
iministration has by administra- |
itive fiat convicted and punished |
lindividuals. No court has ever|
‘found that the Communist Party
iis ‘an agency of a foreign gov-
‘ernment. Yet the SSA has ar-

tlon

- The. first case concerned a re-
‘tiring CP employe whose iden-]
tity the SSA did not reveal. In
‘another case, Alexander Bittel- |
‘man, after receiving ten monthly |

prison, learned his October. check |
‘has been impounded. He has|
‘brought suit in a New York|
‘Federal, Court. Bittelman is one
of the Communist Party leaders}
i who was railroaded to: prison un- |
ider the' thought-control Smith |
‘Act. - Jacob - Mindel,. serving. a
‘two-year. Smlth Act sentence|

cur1ty check, 1mpounded

'said, and since the Department |
‘regarded his employment as that |
‘by a foreign government, the}|
the |:

‘bitrarily acted on that assump-|

'Social Security checks in Atlanta}

mty law makes. the government
'sole holder of the funds. It has|
‘no- legal right to refuse to.pay|
what the law required it to eol-|
lect out of a  worker’s wages.
The ' introduction of a politxcal
‘¢riterion now for payments is an
‘ominous step toward destruction
‘of the principle of impartial ad-
.ministration. of the law.”
Meanwhile, President Eisen-
‘hower. remained silent abeut the

‘public figures to immediately re-
lease all CP members serving
‘terms under the Smith: Act. The
46 include Mrs. Eleanor Roose-
‘velt, Dean John C. Bennett of|

playwright, Lewis Mumford -~

lowship of Reconciliation. -

way of life.”

to - free speech,

'SWP did so despite basic dis-
‘agreement with their program!
and despite Stalinist refusal to.
 backthe case of 18 SWP leaders,

‘| who. in 1941, were sent to prison

As the Militant said editorial:

| Times,

2

e soolal secu-

\in_ the: ﬁret epplmatmn af the

with which the Republicans and |j

the American ~people:v-:With:im si%,

hristmas amnesty plea of 46 ‘ed' wage increases which have |

been rejected as inadequate by |
At the sam®|

'Union Theological Seminary, ||
‘Norman Thomas, Elmer Rice — ||

{ Your First Issue?
If this is the first time you have ever read The

"Militant, you now have an idea of the kind of news-
paper we publish. It is a weekly that pulls no punches |

noted author, and A. J. Muste,,
Secretary emeritus of the Fel: |}

The 46. stated that though they |}
were in “fundamental” disagree-|
'ment with the philosophy of the!
Communist Party and its pro-i{}
igram,” they were motivated by |}
“attachment to the democratic ||

From the first moves of the|}
Truman Administration to wvio-|
late the Communist Party’s right [}
the "~ Socialist |
 Workers Party took a principled|
'stand. of supporting the -civil]
‘liberties of: the Stalinists.’ The !}

World

Events

IN GUATEMALA, the unme-

‘cedented, if not umexpected, vie-

tory of President (Castillo Ar-

‘mas’ party in the last elections,
in. which it captured every con-|

\gressional seat, appears to have
‘boomeranged. Pro - government
newspapers in Guatemala, ac-
cording to the New York Times
of Dec. 24, “have labeled the
light vote as a defeat for the
government,” in view of the
fact that the vote was ‘the
‘smallest in modern Guatemalan
‘histery. “The party’s only -rival
in the  balloting was another
-anti-communist, pro-government
pohtlcal bloc. The opposition re-
fused to participate in the .elec-
tions.” An electoral law under|
which 80% of the wvoters (on
grounds of illiteracy) were de-

had to vote by a_public:
,of hands, apparently ‘resultéd” i’

‘the use of abstention as a form

of protest
%% %

_THE ALGERIAN LIBERA-
TION MOVEMENT stepped up
"its attacks on French imperial-
ism with three dramatic new
actions. Under the threats of
“terrorist demands” the govern-
ment cancelled the elections of

parliament. This election sym-
bolized the imperialist policy of"

‘its integration into the French
‘national state. Secondly, the re-
sistance - movement has

Even a partial sucgess here

# k%

000 workers are involved. On
Dec. 23, the entire postal, tele-

|

jpage. A similar stoppage

istate-owned railroads,

imas. The government has offer-

:alilj ‘the unions.
;tlme,

,'-.-‘

several cabinet members

prived of the secret ballot, andg

2 logal test of the. whole govern- 'Jan. 2 for members of the French |

exploitation of :Algeria through !

made
‘public its demand upon all Al-|
'gerians  to resign government ||
‘posts, 'upon pain of execution. |

| A NEW STRIKE WAVE
‘among the highly organized gov-|
|ernment workers of Ttaly has!
.reached such proportions that it}
| threatens the existence of the |}
‘cabinet, In all, a total of 1,200,- [}

'graph and telephone system was |
'shut down by a 24-hour stop- |}
is |
scliedu-led for Dec. 28 on the|
and the ||
mation’s tax collectors will be on |
‘strike during the last three days ||
of the year. ' Seventy thousand |
}hlgh-sc’rxool teachers have been [}
‘6ut since a week before Christ-|

threaten. to resign if the unions” -
demands are granted. ~
* * .
MASS DEMONSTRATIONS in
Jordan during the past week
have succeeded in overthrowing’
the cabinet of Premier Majali, -
compelling the -announcement of:
new elections. The new gowern- -
ment has announced that it will
not proceed with plans to take
Jordan into the U.S.-inspired
Baghdad- pact.
Arabs stormed the American
.Consulate and hauled down. its
flag. The rapid flow .of -events
was hailed as a victory for
Egypt, which,  together with
Saudi Arabia and ‘Syria, opposes
the pact. These three have placed
their armed forces: under a joint- -
command. Equally important, .ob-
ervers report the likelihood. of

*

first time, with an organized op-
position and elimination of the
| practice by which the votes of
the 20,000-man. army were cast
in a block for the government
candldates

Detroit Fri. Night
i L3 . u2¥
Socialist Forum
resumes its regulnr
weekly program
® ) ]
The Problems of Automation .
Friday, Jan. 6, at 8 P. M.
‘"
The Middle East and
The Egypt-Israél Crisis
Fmidavy, Jan. 13, at 8. P. M.
iF At 3000 Grand Rlver, Rm. 207

Donation 25c. .
Free for unemployed -

Twin Cities
Labor Forum

“Labor’s Stake in the
Desegregation Fight”

Speaker: Frank Boyd
Veteran Labor Organizer

o
Friday, Jan. 6, 8 P. M.
®
10 So. 4th Street
Minneapolis, Minn,
Admission Free
~_ Auspices:
Twin Cities Labor
Forum Committee

- in fighting for socialism.
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“labor struggles, you ought to read The Militant reg-
ularly. The most convenient way is by subscribing.

- only $1.50 for a 6 month subscription or $3 for a full | =
year to The Militant, 116 Umvers1ty PlL, New York S, |

analysis of the current de-
in the American and world

and mail it in today. Send

 Street,
City

Smlth Act. ‘

s .l -

At one point,

|genuinely “free elections for the -




Le‘;tte’r to a Miner

Dear George,

. I guess you weren’t so: dumb after all
when you decided to stick it out. in Penn-
_-sylvania and wait for the mines to reopen
— even though you must be pretty hard
up by now. But in case youw're changmg
‘your mind and thinking about coming up
‘here to work in auto, you better hold off a
‘while.

' There'are many rumors going  around
‘about a layoff after the first of the year
iwith maybe 15% of the guys getting the

. .axe. This wouldn’t affect me as I have one

- .year seniority and 15% only goes back six
‘months. But I still feel shaky. You and I

‘were in the pit for over ten years; we,
‘thought we would dig coal all our lives —

until the bottom fell out down there.

This is a fine time of year for a rumor
like this to start. With the holidays coming
up it makes a lot of the guys in the plant
mad.

I got a kick out of ' one guy who was

talking about C. E. Wilson, the one who
made that crack about “bird dogs.” Right

in ‘the middle of a bull session about the
layoff he pipes up: “Remember what
Charley said, ‘What’s good for GM is good
for America.”” .

- Another kid who is always talking about
the Xmas bonus in the last place he worked

- said, “Yeah, seasons greetings from GM.”

T guess you’ve got the idea now of what's

" going on up here. Like I said .you mig'ht as

well sit tight.

T'll probably be down that way durmg
the holidays, but give my regards to Irene
and the kids anyway.

Your Friend,
Jim

P.S. When I went down for the mail
the other day I found a big white envelope.
Up in the corner was printed “Greetings
from the President of. . .” The first thing
that popped into my mind was the last
time I got-a “greeting from the president.”
It cost me four years in the army. But this
was only a flashy Xmas Card from the
president of General Motors. My Xmas
bonus.

George Ivanow’s Crime

“When I worked I used to eat well. . .
But when I thought I could never find
work I started to eat not so well.” Because
George Ivanow “started to eat not so well”
and thereby saved in two years the “fan-
tastic” sum of $924 from relief payments
of $1,997.50, he must stand trial in the
New York Court of Special Sessions Jan.
17 to prove whether or not he is guilty of
“obtaining public assistance by fraud.”

Ivanow, 60-year-old Russian-born pian-
ist, speaking through an interpreter, told
the press how he managed to get by on
relief payments of $88 a month, later in-
creased to $92.40 a month, and still put
something away for a rainy day.

He spent $1 a day for food — three cups
‘of tea for breakfast, a large bowl of potato
soup for a combined lunch-supper. At night
he had another cup of tea and one small
sausage. Sunday he splurged — feasting
on 25 cents worth of lamb. His rent was
$8 a week.

Ivanow never drank, never went out
with women and never bought clothing. He
got his three shirts before going on relief.
He has two ties, a pair of shoes and three
suits he found in garbage cans. His over-
coat? A friend gave h1m that five years
ago:

When Ivanow lmmmgvated from Yugo- :

slavia in 1951 he got a porter’s job with

French Hospital. Then things were good.

But in 1953 he was robbed and in the
fracas suffered a broken hip. After the

By Reba Aubrey

operation he had to use crutches. It’s hard
for a man on crutches to get a job. After
his hip was better and he could get along
without erutches, he couldn’t get work be-
cause of his language difficulty. There
seemed no way out except to go on relief.

Ivanow had the impression that the
Welfare Department would give him relief
for no more than two years. What would
he do when the relief payments stopped?
He decided “to scrimp and save money.”
He saved as much as $32 a month from
his relief payments, but he didn’t tell the
Welfare people.

“He should have told us about the money
he saved . ..” said a Welfare Department
spokesman. “The budget we figure is a
minimum budget. . . All receipts. of public
agsistance are based on need. Money
derived from any source eliminates or
lessens the need. :

But then the Welfare Department
“never asked him” about making any
savings. ' ‘

Since Ivanow’s arrest in July — when
the wheels of justice brought an end to his
crime of salting away part of his allot-
ment — he has spent all but $50 of his
$924 savings. In addition to his tea, potato

soup.and one small sausage, he had. other

expenses: bail, lawyer’s fees, doctor’s bills
and medicine,
If the court decides that Ivanow is
“guilty of fraud,” he is Wllhng to pay back
the $924 — if someone will give him a job.

Portrait of British Labor
- Party's New “’Leader”’

. By John White

conceptlons of controlled capital-

LONDON, Dec. 21—Mr. Hugh
Todd Naylor Gaitskell is now
Leader of the British Labor
Party. He assumes that mantle
not as a result of a rank-and-
‘file vote but through the sup-
port of right wing Labor Mem-
bers of Parliament who last
week elected him leader of “Her
Majesty’s Opposition” in the
House of Commons.

This ex-schioolboy of ' Britain’s
upper-class educational institu-
tions joined the Labor -Party in
the 1920’s, but throughout his
life has remained divorced from
real working class struggle and
from the .Socialist aspirations of
the Labor masses. His origins in
the upper layer of ‘the middle
class and his family traditions—
that of imperialist administration
in the Indian Civil Service —
have conditioned his thought pro-
cesses . a great deal more than
any traditions of the Labor
Movement.

Before the last war Galtskell
worked with the Fabian Research

" Bureau attempting to give a new
shine to the rusty, reformist

Philadelphia
Militant Labor
Forum
[ ]

Morris Stein
Veteran Socialist leader. Ome
of the founders of the So-
cialist Workers Party. Con-
‘tributor to the Marxist quar-
terly, the Fourth International
and the labor weckly, the
Militant.

Speaks on: .
China Challenges the’
Capitalist World

[ ]
Saturday, Jan. 14, 8:30 P. M.
1303 W. Girard Ave., 2nd Floor
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‘as

ism and providing the “theoreti-
cal” base for the subsequent ac-

‘tivities of the post-war - Labor

Governments. During the war he
loyally supported British imper-
ialism as an economic advisor.

He joinéd the post-war Labor
Governments and after the death
of Stafford Cripps became Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer. He was
a staunch d~fender of the eap-
italist rearm.iment program even
though it undermined the . “wel-
fare state.”” He, it was,: who
pushed through the /increased
charges for the State Medical
Service ‘and forced Aneurin Bev-
an to resign from the Labor
Cabinet in protest.

“DEAKIN’S DARLING”

Bevan once described Gaitskell
as -a “dessicated calculating ma-
chine.” Among the rank and file
of the Labor Party he was known
“Deakin’s Darling” because
of his close alliance with the
most powerful leaders of the
trade unjon bureaucracy, par-
ticularly the late Arthur Deakin
of the Transport and General
Workers Union.

Over the past few years he
has been in the vanguard of the
anti-Bevanite forces. Together
with the leaders .of the Big
Three — Transport and General,
the General and Municipal and
the Mineworkers. Unions — and
others on the extreme right of
the Labor Party, he planned to
expel Bevan in the weeks be-
fore the General Election of
last May. The plan failed.

Out of this failure came a
firmer resolve of the extreme
right to substitute Gait§kell’for
Attlee who at that time was
Leader of the party.

Two weeks ago Attlee resigned
as a result of sustained pres-
sure by the trade union bosses
and right wing politicians. They
were aided openly by a gutter
tabloid, a knight in sexy armor
— the Daily Mirror — which
for the past three years has
conducted a vicious demagogic
crusade against Bevanism and
in defense of the right wing.

Attlee, himself, when he re-

signed “complained of the pres-

1

sure which had been put on him
to make way for Gaitskell.
“After the last general elec-
tion, I intimated that I would
continue as chairman of the
party meantime,” he declared.
“It is regrettable, however, that
since that date there has scarce-
ly been a week pass without
one prominent meinber of the
party or another talking about
my impending resignation.”

“TRUE PATRIOT”

- To be sure, Attlee’s sympa-
thies are with the right and
hostile to working class mili-
tancy. Like Gaitskell he is a
product of one of the exclusive
schools, a labor politician drawn
from. the ranks of the upper
middle class, -and venerating
ruling class tradition. The very
day he left the leadership of the
Labor Party he accepted an
earldom from “Her Gracious
Majesty.”

The conservative Daily Tele-
graph bowed him out of the
House of Commens with this
tribute: “The Major Attlee who
fought in the Dardanelles was
the political progenitor of the
true patriot who was one of Sir
Winston Churchill’'s most  loyal
unflinching and efficient col-
leagues during the Second World
War . . .

However,. when the attempt
was made a few months ago to
expel Bevan, Attlee hesitated.
He drew back before the pros-
pect of splitting the party. That
is what the expulsion would have
meant. He emerged in the role
of peacemaker. His opposition
to the expulsion and the 'sup-
port given him by politicians
fearful - of losing their seats in
parliament in the impending
General Election if it was fought
with the party in a turmoil,
blocked the trade union leaders’
demand for Bevan’s head. F

They never forgave Attlee
and - determined on securing a
firm hand at the helm to deal
with the left. As Leader of the
Labor Party the right wing can
now count on a younger, more
virile and ruthless opponent of
Bevanism and one linked closely

to’ the trade union bureaucracy‘

"
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By Robert Chester -
Concentration camps! More
than anything else these words
evoke the image of the bestial

‘Nazi regime in Germany — only

now they also describe what the
witch hunters have in store for

‘the United States.

A New York Times correspon-
dent, with a pipeline to Wiashing-
ton, gives a first-hand report Dec.

27 of how the U.S. Altorney Gen-

eral’s office has established a net-
work of six “detention camps”
which are now ready to “be
“activated” at any time “needing
only about as much work’ as
would be required to make the
beds and lightt the fires to receive
those deemed dangerous to secu-
rity 1f a national ememgency
I'ﬂSES

M’CARRAN LAW
This skeletal mass concentra-
tion camp set up was “legalized”
by the MicCarran Internal Se-
qurity Act of 1950. The notorious
act also empowers the Presideént
to proclaim an “internal secuirity
emergency” in event of a war,
invasion or internal insurrection.
The MeCarran law authorizes
the Attoarm@y General to “duetam"
persons “suspected of conspiracy
for espionage or sabotage” with-
out defining the limits of these
designations. Under the McCar-
ran law all “suspects”

an  “emergency” and held in-
definitely while their cases are
being investigated. The camps are
ready and waiting for these
“sudpects.” :

can be
detained upon the declaration of’

Concentration Camps --
U.S. Style -- Are Ready

The six detention camps were
used during World War II to
house war prisoners and internees
of Japanese and German origin.
Federal prisoners have been used
to renovate enough buildings to
house 5,000 immediately and can
be rapidly expanded to take. care

‘Qf many tlmes that number.

~ With an eye to world public
opinion the Times reporter
assures us that there is nothing

‘at any camp to “suggest the ‘con-

centration camps’. . . in World
War II.” He dwells happily on
the “cold storage rooms, radio
outlets, shower *baths, steam
tables . . . laundries, up-to-date
}wsgpntal wards, heating plants and

air comdltwnmg” with which some |.

of the. camps am‘e equipped.

{ “HOWEVER. . .”

But lest you jump to get in.on
the ground floor of these inviting
resorts. he is careful to add,
“However, they are not luxury
camps, where prisoners might loH
on beds of ease and grow fat on
rich food. Life could be: mighty
uncomfortable at any of these
camps. This would be especially
true if they were filled or perhaps
‘overcrowded.”

For example El Reno Camp
boasts of 29 dingy barracks each
about 100 feet lomg heated by
‘three iron stoves down the middle
and “an air conditioning umit at
one end that would help protect
the internees when the scorching

Oklahoma ‘sun  beats on the
roofs.” )

Who would be interned in these

lcamps? ’I‘he Times reporter

America’s Buchenwald"

Barren interior of barracks building above at Tule Lake,
Calif., Federal Prison Camp 38,
up by Justice Dep’t during Truman regime to hold pelitical
prisoners without trial. They were set up under a 1950 McCarran
Act section originated by “Fair Deal” Senators.

is typical of six such places set

[| of the

admits that “standards of what
constitutes a menace to security
are less clearly defined than those
that govern human conduct. . .
in the climate of a national
emergency hundreds, perhaps
thousands could be sequestered
in security camps who were not
actual, or even potentlal spies or
saboteurs, As in the last war,
however, the official position
probably would be that it is better
to. be safe than sorry.”

BITTER EXPERIENCE
An example of how this “safe”
formula works can be found in
the bitter experience of the West
Coast Japanese during World
War II. Tens of thousands, citi-
zens and nom-citizens alike, were
herded like cattle out to these
camps and dumped there like
animals afflicted with plague.
Their property, their constitu-
tional rights, their homes eand
their human digmity were robbed
from them. With brutal eynicism
the wealthy farmers of California
lined their pockets and grabbed
what was stolen from the
Japanese. Later it was admitted
that the wihile ghastly project
was an “error.” The Japanese in
‘Hawaii, for example, who were
much closer to the scene of
combat, were never touiched.
Now the mealy-mouthed Times
dares to say about this swindle
and crime, “It was later acknow-
ledged that not all of them (the
West Coast Japanese) ~were a
menace to national security.”
What a foul distortion! It's ex-
actly the other way aroumd. Niot
a single one of the thousands of
Japanese - Americans interned by
the brass was ever proven to be
a menace to national security.
The whole point is that under the
system of concentration camps,
regulated by “emergency decrees”
and ‘the arbitrary whims of the
military, mo one ever gets a
chance to disprove any charge.
They are merely “held” while an
“investigation” takes place, in the
interests of “national security.”
Isn’t this exactly the principle

loyalty purge? That’s what these
“detention camps” are — the
logical outcome of the witch hunt.

the news of these camps gently
— to cover ineir uzly meaning
with a coatiny of suegar. But the
American pcople, and above all
the lahor movenent, must not
allow this challenge to .go. un-
answered. A loud and sustained
cry of prctest is called for. Let
no one imagine that they are saffe
from the “safety first” boys. With

up ‘drive to war, the atmosphere
of the McCarthy period can be
magnified and intensified a thou-
sandfiold. And then, even a trade
union leader or liberal would not

whole witch hunt  and |

The Times is trying to break|

the hysteria of war, or a stepped- |

Story of
Told by
AtL. A

Negroes of Mississippi. -

A few days before this address,
he had called for “a million red-
blooded Americans to march on
Washington in protest to the
deaf ear”that the Administration
has turned to the reign of lynch-
law in the South. Dr. Howard
has demanded direct federal in-
tervention to bring about a
change in Mississippi.

The facts he publicized in hlS
address made it abundantly clear
why federal intervention is neces-
sary to safeguard the rights and
lives of Mississippi’s Negro popu-
lation — 49% of the state’s total
— and why a gigantic march on
Wiashington is needed. to force the
government to act. !

CITIZENS COUNCIL

Citizens Council, which is con-
ducting the anti-Negro terror, as
the “Ku Klux Klan in modern
garb.” Negroes who register to
vote are driven out of their jobs.
Hundreds of Negroes are leaving
Mississippi because of economic
diserimination and pressure ap-
plied against them after they
sought to exercise their constitu-
tional rights.
. Following the Supreme Court
decision outlawing segregation in
public schools, the Govermor of
Mississippi tried to get the ap-
proval of Negro leaders for a
voluntany segregation plan, based
on “separate but equal” facilities.
When he failed, the legislature
passed a law permitting abolition
of public’ schiools. Amother law
sets up a “test”  for Negroes
designed to prevent them from
registering to vote.

The White Citizens Couneil be-
lieves it can prevent integration

Muste Convicted

Dr. Abraham J. Muste, sec-
retary emeritus of the Fellow-
ship of Reconciliation and 18
other religious and political
pacifists were convicted by
Magistrate Hyman Bushel, Dec.
22, of violating the New York
State Defense Emergency Act,
passed in 1950. The defendants
refused to take shelter . as
ordered in the mock air raid
drill, Operation Alert, "last,
June 15. Bushel suspended
sentences of a $500 fine, a
year’s imprisonment or both.
The conviction, the first ob-
tained under this new law, will
be appealed.

be safe.

By Ernest Rlef

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 19 — A -large audlem:e heard e
Dr. Theodore Howard, militant leader: of the, allaNegro
town of Mound Bayou, Miss., give a. shockmg account of
the racist terror campaign against &— :

Dr. Howard deseribed the Wlhrifce

Miss.
Howard
eeting

F mally F zred

" Racist Fire Chief J, H. Ald
:son of Los .Angeles hol
head as the Board of -
‘missioners finally. respond ,
pressure . and suspendi

“from post. The - West  Coa:
, white supremaci
deﬁed orders to

all over the uoumty a
got away with it.”
. 'The meeting, sp 3

Americans Civil leeme»s , :
wiavs deeply meeé%rsed “with "bhe -

Even bhlough he h'a:s ‘Move
famlly ~out < of - Mississippi
safety, Dr. Howard returns re|
larly to Mound Bayou to
Negro justice’ agwa :
em’ racists. g
The rest of the 'timie he “gpei
on tour, giving a true account to. '
| Negro communities :in the: North, -
West “and ' South, ' of - the . wh
supremacy- terror -in . Mi
and the s:tungtgle ozf tﬁhe Ne'gwes

there against it.

By Harold Robbins
, The

tion is worth close -examination.

between the
and the trade union officials just
prior to the opening of the 1956
presidential and
election campaigns.
More than $25 billion was in-
vested in new

pected an even larger sum will
be invested during 1956. A large

in the mass production: industries.
The congressional committee’s
report indicates what the work-
ers may expect out of this de-
velopment, and what the fruits of
labor’s

been and will be. ’
The 7report correctly states
ferr personal, mental and physi-
cal hardships as the adjustments
[of automation] go forward.

ticularly, [that is, the .largest
part of the working force in the
mass production industries] who
may find his skills rendered ob-

bolished as his work is turned
over to a machine, has every

union and society will recognize
his plight and assist in his re-
training, or his relocation. if
necessary.”

WHAT PROPOSALS?

" 8o reads the analysis of the
subcommittee’s Democratic Party
maJorlty — with the concurrence
of the Repubhcan members.

kWhat d1d they propose Congxess

Senate-House Economic!
Subcommittee Report. issued Dec.!
11, summarizing the public hear-
ings on the effects of automa-]

It is the product of collaboration |

Democratic Party

congressional |

manufacturing |
facilities in 1955, and it is ex-:

part of these investments are in
automated production processes |

s collaboration with the
Democratic Party politicians have:

that “many individuals- will suf-.

“The middle aged worker‘par-‘,

solete overnight or his. job a-]

right to expect that industry, his|

{to do to relieve the “plight” and

protect the “right” of the work-
ers? ;

The report says, “ . . . no
specific broad-gauge economic
legislation appears to- be called
for.” -
“That’s clear enough. The
worker displaced or facing dis-
placement by the new productive
processes is condemned to a fu-
ture . .of short-term unemploy-
ment . compensation followed by
homeé-relief living standards as
soon as he cannot find another
job.

How about the re-educatioh
needs recognized by tlie report?
Here, too, everything is made
quite explicit.

According to the Dec. 19, 1955
New York Times the subcommit-
tee recommends that “All levels

1of government and others should

‘take very seriously to heart the
need for a specific and broad
program_ to promote secondary
and higher education’ to combat
whiat it calls a dangerous shiort-
age of scientists, technicians and
skilled labor.”.

A HEART OF STONE

The kind of “heart” shown by
‘the government is manifested in
how . it 'is tackling the problem
of providing adequate education-
‘al conditions for the youth of
the country. The administration
refuses to budge from its posi-
tion: of dumping the problem of
a  critical shortage of class
rooms, teachérs and educational
facilities on to the localities,
while spending 656% of the colos-
sal federal budget for warfare.

The Southern state govern-

‘| ments are taking steps to abolish

and restrict still further the pub-

 lic 'school system in order to de-

fend their Jim Crow . schools
which were “illegalized by the re-

'cent Supreme Court ‘decisions, -

| their

What kind of a “heart” is ap-
pealed to in order to take care
of the educational needs of the
“surplus” workers. Would it be
exaggerating to call it a, “heart
of stone” of a ruling class that
has outlived its  usefulness to
society ? \

During the depression of the
Thirties Hoover made the same
appeals to industry. “Give a - job
’till June,” was one of his slo-
gans. The capitalists were urged
to start a prospetity drive.
There were many appeals to
good “hearts.” But this
didn’t feed the hungry or pro-
vide jobs for the unemployed.
The proposals of this subcom-
mittee are of the same kind as
Hoover’s depression program —
don’t do anything, but “soft
soap” the working people until
you have to pay off with phony
promises, The subcommittee does-
n’t even feel the need to make
a single promise of relief for
the victims of automation under
capitalism. Isn't that why the Re-
publicans on the subcommititee
went along with the report?

PASSING THE BUCK

The report passed the buck for
action and vrelief to “industry
and the unions.” Walter Reuther,
whose - United Auto- Workers’
contracts- set the tone for deal-
ing with automation,- had pre-
viously  passed the buck for
everything unresolved in the new
three-year contracts to Congress.

Reuther - had promised the
workers a guaranteed annual
wage as against an immediate

fight for the. six-hour. workday.

The GAW would be so expen-

‘sive, he told the auto workers,

that it would slow - down "the

widespread introduction of auto-

matic processes and pretect the
jobs of the workers. What they

Displaced Workers Promised ’Sympat'iv?

or a guaranteed annual wage,
but supplementary unemploy-
ment insurance which was semi-
annual and not guaranteed.

Reuther promised to fight for
the seniority rights . of older
workers on the newly automated
jobs. The contract provides
nothing of the sort.

Reuther promised a retraining
program financed by  both the
companies and the government
in order to train the auto work-
ers’ for the newly automated
maintenance jobs. He didn’t get
it in the contract and his Dem-
ocratic allies, in the government
stand united with the Republi-
cans in passing the buck back to
“industry. and the unions.” They
won’t- even pay off the union
leaders with a promise. Yet
Reuther and his kind repeatedly
tell the workers that the Dem-
ocrats represent labor’s interests.

Reuther negotiated his
tern-setting . three-year -agree-
ments at a time when the work-
ers were united and eager for
struggle.  The corporations were
making the greatest profits in
their history. They could easily
afford to grant the six-hour
workday with no reduction in
pay. And yet Reuther settled for
the extension of the union shop
and -the dues checkoff for three
more. years while the corpora-

tions continue to automate and]

dump the workers. off the pro-
duction lines into the street.
Reuther got his out of the
contract—he got the dues check-
off. The workers are . paid off
with a promise of federal help
from “their” Democratic Party.
"The Congressional report
proves once again that the Dem-
ocrats stand in capitalist unity
with . the Republicans.. In the
face of the peril to workers’ liv-

pat- |-

capitalist, automation -they umw .
—to do absolutely mothing. " . ..

‘What the working people need .
is their own party. Until such a
Labor Party .is formed it will be
the same- story over and over
again — the " interests of  the
working class - will- bé .betrayed
by - the labor offlclals i :collab=
oratmn with. capxtahst pohtlclans.

Harvest \of- -’Blood‘
- On Apple Farm ,
Labor’s Daily has been running o
a- seres: of ~articles: on ' the
economtic, political and raciak
situation in Berryville, Va., where
three Negro migrant workers
were burned to death early last e
month on the huge apple farm ‘
of Sen. Harry F. Bayrrd (D-Va.)
The first artlcle a:pmela.red
the Dec, 8 issue under the
line; “3 wmkens d;le ’d_
Byrd Rea-pis Aj ot
ammcle.s are by"’G" B

Desegregatlon
-~ .La bor s Sl'a ke

Fdr’ Negro Equ
By Jean Slmon
T 10e. | :

Pmneer Publl‘she‘
116 Umvers1ty Pl
% g Y

‘got- was neither job proteétionJ

ing standards resulting from
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