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My

Prison

By Brigitte Gerland

(The author of the followmg series is a German writer who
joined the Communist Party in the Soviet zone of East Germany,
became disillusioned with Stalinism, and was - sentenced by Mos-
cow’s secret political police to 15 years imprisonment on a trumped
up charge of bemg a “British spy.” She was released in Malenkov’s
general amnesty in December 1953 after spen\dmg some eight years
in Stalin’s concentration camps, six of them in the Arctic Circle.
The series has been translated from the French text published by
La Verite, official newspaper of the Internationalist Communist

Life

In Stalin’s

Camps

Party, French section of The Fourth International. — Ed.)

Among the many widely spread and accepted legends
about the Stalinist system is the legend, offered as beyond
challenge, that forced labor is indispensable for the ex-
istence of the Soviet order. Repentant admirers, ex-en-
thusiastic friends of the USSR and ex-fellow travellers of
all shadings continue to pretend that Soviet economic sue-
cesses couldn’t have been achieved without resorting to
labor at “bargain rates,” in short, forced labor. From these
false premises, an equally false conclusion is then drawn.
The defenders of this notion, that forced labor is an alleged
necessity, claim in effect that the mass arrests in the
Soviet Union arise as a response to economic considera-

.tions; and that the MVD (secret police) is nothing more

than an executive organ for

In the course of many discussions -with “free world”
politicals, I have been able to gather that they view the
matter approximately as follows: There is a‘project to build
a new canal, say in Turkestan; thereupon the Ministry in
charge issues a directive to the MVD to supply forthwith,
on page 3)

(Continued

the direction of the plan.

Western Powers Fear
Asian-African Parley

By Art Preis

A]though.thevU.S. State Department has been keep-
ing mum about the momentous Asia-Africa Conference
scheduled for the end of April in Indonesia, Wall' Street’s

government is undoubtedly great- »

ly perturbed about the forthcom-
ing gathering called by the Prime
Ministers of India, Pakistan, In-
donesia, Burma and Ceylon. We
can expect Washington will make
every effort to torpedo this un-
precedented conference, to which
30 non-Western nations have
been invited, including the gov-
ernments of (China and North
Vietnam,

“A hint of the real feelings of
the American imperialists toward

given in the Jan. 8 Business
Week’s “International Outlook”
column, which reveals: “Despite
official silence, Washington and
London are in a flurry about
the Afro-Asian Conference that
the Colombo powers (India, Pa-
kistan, Burma, Ceylon and Indo-
nesia) have called. Except for
South Korea, Formosa and South
Africa, all the self-governing
governments of Asia, Africa and
the Middle East have been in-
vited.”

WHAT WALL ST. FEARS

It is conceded that at least 22
of the invited countries will par-
ticipate. These countries contain
well over half the world’s pop-
ulation.

What do the imperialists fear?
“There is no danger that India’s
Nehru and Burma’s U Nu will
join in any military arrange-
ment with Peking,” admits Busi-
ness Week. “It looks as though
they plan to use the conference
to force the Western powers to
accept Red China as a member
of the United Nations. And they
may back this up with a threat
to set up an exclusively Asian

counterpart of the U.N.—some-

thing that would suit Peking just
fine.”

The fear of the big capitalists
powers is that this conference
will strengthen normal, peaceful
relations among the people of

(Continued on page 3).

‘ listed at 2,838,000 in Dec. com-

the government figures, of 65,-
[ 445,000, including 38,347,000 un-

\ |countrys population grew from
..1.162,187,000 to  163,465,000..
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Issue Weird
Figures
On Jobless

Something weird in employ-
ment and unemployment figures
has again been cooked up by the
Commerce and Labor Depart-
ment in their latest joint report,
covering the period from the sec-
ond week in Nov. to the second
week in Dec., 1954.

On Jan. 7, the two departments
issued the “estimate” that. civil-
ian employment had dropped 1,-
043,000 within a month to bring
the Dec. total to 60,688,000. This
means there were 1,043,000 less
people holding jobs than a month
previously.

At the same time, the report
claims that the number of unem-
ployed also declined — that there
were less people out of work al-
though there were less people
working. The unemployed were

pared to 2,893,000 for the same
time in Nov.

Back in June there was a total
civilian labor force, according to

employed. Six months later the
total of the labor force is re-
ported as 63,726,000, or a shrink-
age of 1,719,000 in half a year.
In that same brief period the

Confusmg? ‘You bet. And ﬁlat’
what it’s supposed to be.

While the Eisenhower admin-

istration was claiming a decline
in the number of unemployed, it
simultaneously admitted an in-
crease in both unemployment
compensation payments and ini-
tial claims for benefits. On Dec.
25, the number of those receiv-
ing benefits was 1,684,000 com-
pared -with 1,389,600 on Nov. 6.
Initial claims rose from 266,400
on Nov, 6 to 303,500 on Dec. 25
and 388,800 on Jan. 1.
"~ In the old Indian rope trick,
the fakir or magician is supposed
to make a boy climb a standing
repe and disappear :when he
redaches the top. The government
in Washington can do a lot big-
ger trick than that. It can make
millions of unemployed disappear
just by writing out a set of fig-
ures and issuing them as an “es-
timate.” It can make a couple of
million vanish from the labor
force faster than you can say
“statistics.”

Amn Oklahoman sent postcards
inviting people who had wvoted
for Eisenhower to a convention
where a “public kicking” would
be administered to an animal
which has the same name as a
part of the human body. The
Post Office banned the cards as
“filthy and indecent.” The sender

ot thecGraveland..ar. L8]

UN Chle

United Nations Secreta
(left), accompanied by his pé

in - China

General Dag Hammarskjold
rsanal, aide William - Ranallo, of

New York, is shown in Peking’ tb negotiate for the release of 11
American prlsoners held by the Chinese. Ranallo was the only
U.S. citizen in the mission. (See editorial on Page 3.)

The United States Supre

The death sentence which fo
prejudiced, lily-white jury will
now be carried out unless Flori-

to commute his sentence. :
The sentencing of Irvin, chma

Secottsboro” case, is one of the
most barbarous episodes in the
long and barbarous history of

Jim Crow justice in America.

WHITE MOB VIOLENCE
It hegan in 1949 when the

white supremacists of Groveland,
Florida, decided the time had

come to teach the Negroes a les-
son. The local paper mill work-
ers — mostly Negro — had be-
gun to grumble about wages and
51 working conditions. The pretext
came on July 16, 1949. A white
woman claimed ‘to have been
raped by Negroes., Students of
the case have come to the belief
that no rape even took place.
In subsequent trials the doctor
who examined the woman soon
after the alleged rape was never
called to the stand by thg state

although the defense repeatedly

requested that he testify.

As soon as the alleged rape
was reported, white mobs raided
the Negro district of town, beat
Negroes, burned and looted Ne-
gro homes. A deputized mob shot
to death one of,K the young Ne-
groes accused of the crime. When
the National Guard finally came
to restore order its first act was
to deport all Negroes out of
town.

PRISONERS: SHOT
At the first trial Walter Lee

charges political censorship.

Irvin and Samuel Shepherd were

WIRE H.ORIDA ‘GOVERNOR
TO SAVE IRVIN’S LIFE!

me{Court on Jan. 10 dismissed

the appeal of Walter Lee Irvin, framed-up Florida Negro.

Ilowed Irvin’s conv1ct10n by a
@;

1sentenced ‘to death ‘and a third
da’s Governor can be persuaded]

defendent, because of his ex-
‘treme youth, was  Yentenced to
fe 1mprxsonment Appeals * to
vau Ll Sunvere, Court. brpuoht
an order for a new Zrlal. Sheriff’
Willis J. McCall, a notorious ra-
cist, undertook to overrule the
Supreme Court with his revolver.
He shot his two handcuffed pris-
oners, claiming they were trying
to escape. Shepherd died. By a
miracle Irvin recovered from his
wounds.

A second trial of Irvin prompt-
ly brought another death sen-
tence. THen a committee of Flor-
ida liberals and clergymen reach-
ed a “gentleman’s agreement”
with both candidates for gover-
nor. They. agreed that if agita-
‘tion and publicity about the in-
justice of the case ceased, which-
ever candidates was elected would
commute Irvin’s sentence to life
imprisonment. No sooner had el-
ection day passed than Acting
Governor Charley Johns sét the
nearest possible date for Irvin’s
electrocution,

YOU MUST ACT

The recent appeal to the Su-
preme Court caused the postpon-
ing of the execution. Now the
Supreme Court has turned Trvin
down. He will die unless his sen-
tence -
grams and letters personally, and
have your unions and organiza-
tions send telegrams to Governor

ida, demanding that Irvmg be
saved.

is commuted. Send tele-|

Leroy Collins, Tallahassee, Flor- |

IDEMoOS IN T
ON. ANSWER

Dealish,” than the Democratic
National Committee feverishly
got out a “confidential”’ analysis
of the message criticizing it from
all angles save those of the la-

people,

These contradictory reactions
to the presidential program re-
flect the division in the Demo-
cratic Party between the South-
erners, who now control Con-
gress and who 'dictated the first
reactions to the message, and the
Democratic National Committee
which is controlled by the Stev-
enson forces. The National Com-
mittee wants the Democrats in
Congress to open up on the Eis-
enhower administration now so
that by 1956 the voters will be
in the right mood and the Dem-
ocratic Party will have sufficient
campaign issues.

DEMOCRATS’ DILEMMA

The kind of statements that
the Democrats on Capitol Hill
issued at first -~ that Eisen-
hower was merely repeating
things Truman had proposed.—
might convince people that Eis-
enhower isn’t very original. But
they aren’t calculated to convince

actionary who has to be voted
out of office. And it is this con-
viction that the Democratic Par-]
ty must inculcate if it hopes to
get out a massive working-class
and lower wmiddle-class vote in
November 1956.

Republican strategists are
aware of this problem facing the
Democratic high command. That
is why Eisenhower’s program
called for token legislation on a
number of social issues — min-

=
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Methodnst Women
Score UMT Plan

Universal Military Training
“in any form,” including De-
fense Secretary Charles E.
VWilson’s latest scheme, was
.opposed on Jan. 8 by the
Women’s Division of Christian
Science of the Methodist
Church, representing nearly
2,000,000 women of the faith
in all parts of the U.S.

Meeting in annual session in
Cincinnati, the Women’s Divi-
sion. voted approval of ‘a
recommendation that it “again
affirm its oppesition to UMT
in any form, including the con-
templated plan which will be
presented to the Elghty—fourth
Congress.”

bor movement and the Negro

*pedplq"ﬁﬁavﬁigmhuwm* IS e rresy

UG OF WAR
TO SPEECH

By George Lavan
No sooner had the Democratic Senators and Congress-
men finished telling reporters that Eisenhower’s State of
the Union message “wasn’t bad,” was in fact rather “New

2
PN

EISENHOWER

imum wage, soc1al securlty, hous-
ing, health, “etc.. This puts. the
Bemocrats in- a_dilemma. After
all, their highly-touted Fair Deal
gnly consisted of similar token

liberal talk. “Hene

stolen our thunder.”

DIFFERENT INTERESTS

It fsn’t that the National Com-
mittee Democrats are more far-
sighted than the Southern. lead-
ers. They have different interests
and so have different policies.
There now is a struggle in Dem-
ocratic top circles over whose
policy shall prevail. ‘

The National Committee went
over - the - Southern 'leadership’s
head by sending its criticism of
the Eisenhower message to each
Democratic member of Congress.
Had it been just a matter ‘of
“correcting” short-sighted state-
ments, the National Committee
could have done this by confer-
ring - with Rayburn of Texas,
Democratic chief in the House,
and Johnson of Texas, Democrat-
iec chief in the Senate.

CRITICISM FALLS
The Democratic National Com-

1 mittee’s criticism of Eisenhdéwer’s

message is det¥iled but it doesn’t
stand up from a labor pomt of
view.

Point 1 is a crltlclsm from a
right-wing, militaristic position.’
It attacks' Eisenhower “for cut-~
ting back U.S. armed strength.”
Then Point 6 attacks Eisenhower
for keeping the military budget

(Continued on page 2)

By Joseph Hansen

Eisenhower’s request to Con-
gress Jan, 10 for new power to
reduce foreign trade barriers is
strangely out of keeping with
the traditional position of the
titular head of the Republican
Party. Since the days of McKin-
ley, a high tariff has been one
of the fetishes of the GOP. To
this day the right-wing considers

a stiff duty on imports one of;

the elixirs of business.
Moreover, the implication of.
a turn toward free trade is that
it will eventually include the So-
viet bloe. How .is that to be
squared with the economic block-
ade that was a major feature of
Truman’s cold war and Dulles’
even more belicose doctrine of
“massive retaliation”?
Eisenhower himself indicated
the reasons for his unorthodex
position in the message he sent
to Congress: “The whole "free
world needs capital; America is
its largest source. In that light,
the flow of capital abroad from
cur country must be stimulated
and in such a manner that it
results in investment largely by
individual or private enterprises

rather than by government, . .
It must be recognized, however,
that when American private cap-
ital moves abroad, it properly
expects to bring home its fair
reward . . . This authority would
permit negotiations for reduc-
tions in those barriers that now
limit the markets for our goods
throughout the world.”

That is the voice of the exec-
utive committee of the capitalist
class, demanding that the par-
ticular interests of this or that
manufacturer or section of the
class be subordinated to the gen-
eral interest of the class as a
whole.

American imperialism + will
drown in its own capital if it
does not succeed in opening up
new fields for foreign invest-
ment. It will be buried in the
goods it is capable of producing
if it does not find fresh areas
to dump them abroad. Eisen-
hower is asking for the power
te act, and all indications are
that he will get that powen,

NO RETREAT

The turn toward the doctrine
of free trade should not be in-

terpreted as a retreat in foreign

EisenhoWerChips Away

the Asia- Africa Conference is |

policy so far as Wall Street is
concerned. It is ' a registration
in the world market of the en-
ormous predominance of Amer-
ican capitalism.

England, too, was a high tariff
country . during the ascendancy
of capitalism in the 17th and
18th centuries. When England
emerged as the world’s most
powerful capitalist country with
the defeat of Napoleon, a shift
began toward free trade. By 1860
the last barriers were gone and
for more than a half century she
was “the *stronghold of free
trade,” as the Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica puts it. “The system was
suited to her industrial develop-
ment during the period,” says
the same source, “enabling her
manufacturers to develop at an
extraordinary rate, while foot
stuffs and raw materials were
1mp01ted in ever 1n01easmg vol-
ume.”

After World Wa1 I when it

became clear to British capital-
ists’ that they had definitively
lost world supremacy to their
American cousins, they abandon-
ed free trade. There could be no
clearer admission that Britain’s
productive capacity could no

at McKinley’s Ramparts

longer meet international compe-
tition without government pro-
tection.

“FORIGN POLICY”

American capitalism long ago
passed the stage where . tariffs
could play any role in accelerat-
ing its development. They have
in effect retarded it. Now they
are an embarrassing and even
dangerous obstacle. How can
Wall Street consistently demand
that other countries lower their
trade barriers to admit Amer-
ican goods on a competitive

still stand?

As the authoritative N. Y.
Times declared Jan. 10 in com-
menting on the need for Repub-
licans and “Democrats to rise
above partisanship on this issue:
“Tariff reform...is actually part
of our foreign policy. The time
has passed when our trade' sys-
tem could safely be left to hag-
gling among groups of special
interests.
the factors of survival.”?

In relation to the Soviet bloe,
a number of restrictions on trade
imposed by the State Department
have already been lifted. It is

basis while MeKinley’s ramparts |

Now trade is one of]

true that up to now the easing
of restrictions has primarily af-
fected the capitalist satellites of
the dollar empire. However, if
a West German or French or
British concern is to be permit-
ted to profit from trade with the
Soviet bloec why should a good,
loyal American. concern be de-
nied the same privilege? Even
more, isn’t it in the interests
of Amerigan capitalism to en-
gage the enemy directly on the
trade front?

BOAT MQBSSED?

In the Dec. 30 Manchester
Guardian Weekly, Ernest Thorn-
ton, a member. of British parlia-
ment who recently visited China,
says “it may be that we have
‘missed the Boat’” by the whole
course of forcing the Mao re-
gime into Moscow’s arms.

He reports that 75% of China’s
foreign trade today is with the
Soviet Union and the Iron Cur-
tain countries. Production “has
easily reached an all-time rec-
ord.” And this “rehabilitation
and expansion, perhaps one of
ithe most spectacular the world
has seen, has been achieved un-
der conditions of trade embar-

goes by the Western world ——
without the participation of Brit-
ish, American, or German capital
or ‘know-how, Is not this a mat-
ter of real significance at thel®
commencement of the second half
of the twentieth century? I am
left with the thought that this
successful effort towards indus-
trialization of China, in the face
of Western hostility,” will have
greater political repercussions on
the rest of Asia than any Com-
munist subversive activities.”

Particularly alarming to Thorn-
ton was the énthusiasm for the
Mao regime he noted among the
“capitalist managers of so-called
joint p11vate State factories.”
How, in any earthly ‘way, does
the economic blockade of China
serve to draw these elements
back into the orbit of Washing-
ton and London?

In view of Wall Street’s deci-
sion to postpone a military ef-
fort to smash the Mao regime,
it would seem that the motives
for a different form of attack
are powerful. These can be sum-
med up under the banner of free
trade which Eisenhower is cau-
tiously lifting over the State De-
partment,

scmaL!engeamm i 1LCE aﬁlu,t of}:
their  first "
statements that “Eisenhower has{"

r Message Filled
' Deal” Demagogy

Follows
Truman’s
Technique

By Joseph Keller

Eisenhower’s '“State of
Union” message to Con-

gress on Jan. 6 caused
leading Democrats to insist that
he was stealing their thunder.
“On domestic matters, most of
it might well be termed New
Dealish,” opined Rep. John W,
McCormack of Massachusetts,
'Democratic - floor leader in the
House. Senate Democratic whip
Earl - C.. Clemerits' of Kentucky
said: “I am glad-to see*him’ (the
President) ~ embracing so :many
things that.the Democrats: have
so long stood for . . .” -
These ‘leading Demnocrats ’in
Congress were very likely un-
aware that what they intended
as a grudging compliment to
Eisenhower’s proposals was a de-
vastatmg commentary on their
own program., If professional
militarist Eisenhower, the hand-
plcked top political executive "of
‘America’s ‘most powerful finan.
cial circles, can advance a “New
Dealish” program, we can: con-
clude that the benefits offered
by the Démocratic program must
,mdeed be paltry.

The observations of Rep.: Me-
Cormack -and Sen. Clements ‘are
correct, of course. -Eisenhower’s
message, in its general tone, the
direction of .its appeal and the
type of its mproposals, bore g
rather startling resemblance to
the sort of “State of the Union”
message Truman used to deliver.
This was delnberate and calcu-,
lated.

Eisephower’s Republican ad-
visers have not failed to heed
the political weather signs. They
have correctly observed that the -
political wind, as indicated by
last November’s election, is blow-
ing in a more liberal direction.
The more astute Republicans™
realize they can ride with that
wind as well as the Democrats.’
Cheap . social demagogy really
costs them nothing and may win
them control of the White House
again in 1956.

IMITATES TRUMAN

It is illuminating to examine
the points of resemblance be-
tween Eisenhower’s new message
and Truman’s last “peacetime”
message in Jan., 1950.

Truman then boasted that the
country had “met and reversed
the first significant downturn in
economic activity since the war™
and promised that by. the year

2000 A.D., through his program,

| the average American family

would enjoy an annual income
of $12,000.,

Eisenhower likewise boasts that
the “economic outlook is good”
and that “the transition to a
peacetime economy” which had
“brought unemployment and other
difficulties to various localities”
is now “largely behind us.” The
Republican President also. offers
‘pie in the sky” — not 50 years -
but. 10 years hence — in his
prediction of a rise in the annual
national output “within a decade,
from its present level of about
360 Dbillion to 500 billion, meas-
ured in dollars of stable buying
power.”

STRESS ON MILITARISM

In the meantime, however, like
Truman, Eisenhower puts his
chief emphdsis on “the mainten-
ance of our military strength. 22
Truman in 1950 admitted that
thé “dominant factor in our fxs-
cal policy” was war spending to
the tune of 70 cents out of every
federal tax dollar. Eisenhower
devoted the first third of his
message to the need for sustain-
ed arms spending of similar pro-
portions which would preclude
any cut in taxes.

The Republican press in 1950
dealt in a friendly and condes-
cending fashion with the mild -
social legislative proposals made
by Truman. A Scripps-Howard

(Continued on page 2)
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~ for 16 years.”

‘ — who did he remind me of?
~ Who was it that barked that way

" it had been chewed up? Then it
. came to me. It was my Aunt
- Dora’s dog Jesse.

" For a momént 1 hygd thought
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The American

Way of Life

Five Days in Jail

Recently Ammon Hennacy, an associate editor of the

Catholic Worker and author

of the “Autobiography of a

Catholic Anarchist,” was sentenced to five days in a New

York City jail. Hennacy has been &-

waging a freedom-of-the-press
fight on East 43rd St. in Man-
hattan where police have been
trying to prevent his selling the
Catholic Worker. Although the
law requires no license to sgell
newspapers, he was convicted of
selling without a license. The
American Civil Liberties Union
backed his cage. Hennacy could
have paid a $10 fine but refused
on principle to do so. He is no
amateur about jails, having serv-
ed a sentence in Atlanta as a
conscientious objector during
World War I. From the Decem-
ber Catholic Worker we have
taken the following excerpts of
Hennacy’s account of his five
days in jail:

“‘Don’t go away mad. Just go
away.” This is the sign as you
enter and leave the cell block at
Rikers Island, home of 3,500
prisoners of the Department of
Correction, New York City. By

" the most. visionary use of the
word no one would ever suggest
that anyone is ever ‘corrected’
there. For from the time you
are told not to smoke by a guard
who takes a cigaret out of his
mouth to tell you to get in the
~ line until your fingerprint is
taken the second time there is
ncthing but the assembly line of
- the ‘count’ and the changing of
guards and prisoners as differ-
ent details are formed .

“In court groups of four or
five came in and the clerk in a
singsong manner asked them if
they pled .guilty to loitering,
drinking, panhandling, or what-
ever the excuse might be for the

* cops to fill up their wagon. They

all nodded and were given ten

days, 30 days, ete. Several bet-
ter dressed men said they had
a job to go to and their sen-
tences were suspended. Meanwhile
the traffic cops who sold tickets
for $10 which exempted the buy-
er from a prosecution flourish
and the police and the bookies
are hand in hand.

“There were 17 of us in one
cell. The one vacant place when
- I entered was next to two Cath-
olic Trishmen who had been roll-
ed and robbed of enough to keep
them. for several weeks, they
said. When they discovered that
T had been selling a radical paper
they sang ‘Don’t bite the hand
that’s feeding you,” and wonder-
ed why I did not go back to
Russia . . . One aged Jew got
ten days for selling pretzels on
Wall St. without a license. A
fellow prisoner told me he ought
to have had sense enough to pay
off a cop and be free.

“We jostled in the prison wag-
on up to the Tombs which is near
the City Hall. I gave my meat

sandwich to my patriotic friend.
After a time I was lodged in
Lower D 12 with Dan who had
bought a bottle of liquor when
he cashed his $55 Lackawanna
check and had been rolled. Now
he was picking up butts. I of-
fered to byy him a package of
cigarets from the trusty but he
said they charged 50 cents after
lockup and it was better to buy
Bull Durham - when the regular
wagon came around the next
day . . . In the morning my name
was called ‘For Rikers” A§ we
lined up in the eutside corridor
a serew with a cigar in his mouth
yvelled out our names, but his
articulation was thus impeded,
few could understand what he
was saying. It seems he was an
educated man for he used seven-
lettered words instead of four-

lettered onés as he shouted:
“Get in the - - - - - ~ - line,
you - - - = = = = bums.”

“Again we were packed in the
wagon and jostled to 134th St
where we were not permitted to
leave our smoke-filled vehicle
for the breezes on the ferry.
About 150 of us sat on benches
in the big receiving room at
Rikers Tsland and were counted
and recounted and finger print-
ed ... We all stood naked and
all body openings were examined

might smuggle in . ..

“My number was 419237 and
Emil had the number next to
mine. He h&d done 30 days for
drinking and had only been out
a few days and by some miracle
of police inefficiency only drew
five days this time for being
caught in a doorway drinking
from a bottle. The law in its
majesty also does not allow mil-
lionaires to stop in Bowery door-
ways and drink from bottles . .

“In this dormitory there were
single and double cots. I had a
top cot, and as is the custom in
these modern jails there were

several blankets and sheets. The
man on the bottom bunk told of
bits he had done and of some of
the inside corruption of the po-
lice and the payoff that is made
to the police generally ... Guards
and trusties hovered over us in
the dining hall ready to grab our
utensils and make way for the
next line of men. Doing time in
this workhouse there was never
a sign of a clock, but I surmise
that we ate our meals in six
minutes flat. We marched out
and at the door each one depos-
ited his spoon in a box where a
screw looked gloomily at us . ...
About 75 of us left on the ferry
Tuesday morning with the usual
seven-lettered word thrown at

us by the serew .. .”

Dog

For years now I've been

Aunt Dora’'s

By George Flint

Jesse

coming up against the argu-

ment that socialism may sound good but it’s not feasible
because some people are born evil and human nature can’t

‘be changed. I started to feel that ®

way once myself when 1 was in
the Army. It was because of the
way we got bawled out for eat-
ing up the sardines.

Tn North Africa the company
had been getting cases of sar-
dines for a long time but we
didn’t get any for chow. We got
tired of wunloading those cans
only to load them up again all
across North Africa. A habit
grew among us of ambling over
to. the kitchen and taking a can
of sardines to go with what we
called our dog biscuits.: They
were tasty.

The day the first sergeant dis-
covered the sardines had disap-

+ peared he called the company to-
gether and gave us a sermon.
T'll never forget it. We had vio-
lated his moral code and to him
we were the lowest of the low.
His face showed his contempt for
us:

“I'm an old soldier and as any
old soldier knows there is noth-
ing wrong with stealing from
somebody else’s company. But
any man who is so low that he
steals from his own company!!!
If T ever catch the man I’ll put
him before a firing squad and
have him shot 16 times and then
have him put in the guard house
" The African sun was shining

strong and everything looked a

little hazy and I kept wondering

with his right ear looking like

It’s lucky I thought of Jésse.

they were right — there’s really
some personalities born evil, the
kind that no society could make
human. »

The scene when Jesse first ar-
rived at Aunt Dora’s in a little
box came vividly to my mind.
He was only a couple of wieeks
old and he was christened right
off by my cousins. It was the
christening that was. the making
of the dog. They named him out
of respect for Jesse James, a
héro known to be tough.

Jesse started out as affection-

would not stand For that. Tt wasn’t
in keeping with the character of
his namesake. So every time he
came up wagging his tail they
cuffed him to teach him to be-
have like Jesse James. And he
did. Even when he wasn’t hungry
he was capable of taking a bite
out of anyone around.

Having seen Jesse’s develop-
ment I found it easier to under-
stand why my first sergeant act-
ed the way he did. He wasn’t
born that way. He was simply
trained by the Army.

There’s a new generation of
young men going into the ser-
vice, who will undoubtedly come
up against some first sergeants
given to sermonizing like the one
I had. They might reach the con-
clusion that some people are-just
born rotten and with people like
that on earth yow’ll never be able
to rhake socialism work,

It is to these young men about
to get drafted that I wish to
offer as an antidote against
cynicism the memory of the sad
upbringing of my Aunt D(nas

dog Jesse.

the ordeal of yet another trial in

supposedly for  dope whlch we

no mattresses, only springs and

ate as any pup, but my cousins |

through a majority of 26 votes

CP lLea

By Daniel Roberts
The dictatorial procedure of
jailing people in the U.S. merely
for the political ideas they ex-
press was reenforced Jan. 12
when the government shipped 12

more leaders of the Communist
Party to prison. The sentences
toock effect after the Supreme
Court refused 7 to 1 even to re-
view their cases.

The 12 are the second-line lead-
ers convicted two year ago of
“conspiring to advocate the over-
throw of the government by force
and violence.” A thirteenth de-
fendant in the trial, Louis Wein-
stock, s currently undergoing

Washington, D. C. on a trumped-
up perjury charge.

The 12 Stalinist leaders will
have to serve sentences ranging
from one to three vears and
pay fines ranging from $2,000

to $6,000, However, if the witch-

hunters have their way, that will
not be the end of thelr v1ct1m1-
zation.

For instance, Irving Potash,
immediately after completing his
prison term under the Smith Act)
conviction in 1949, was rearrest-
ed and indicted under another
Smith Act count of “conspiring”
to “overthrow the government,”
Similar rearrest and new perse-
cution faces all other Smith Act
victims, although under the U.S.
‘eonstitution this would be double
jeopardy.

During the trial of the 13, as
in all other Smith® Act tmals,
the government based its case
on the testimony of perjured
witnesses and doctored excerpts
from the literature of Marxism,

Contesting the convictions in
the courts, civil liberties attor-
neys showéd that the Smith Act
and the convictions obtained un-
der it violated the First Amend-
ment of the Constitution. Thig

gress shall make no laws . . .
abridging the freedom of speech.”

This clear constitutional ban
on outlawing the expression of

political ideas, was seriously in-

fringed upon a few decades ago
by the liberal justice Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes, who declared that
neither Cengress nor the states
could curb political expression
except in the. case of a “clear
and present danger” to the gov-
ernment.

This dietum, used not to jail
but to free a political prisoner
at the time, mevertheless placed
a limitation on free thought. At
the same time, Holmes sought
to place restraints on govern-
ment thought control. In uphoid-
ing the Smith Act convictions of
the 11 top CP leaders, the Su-
preme Court in 1951 did away
with the “clear and present dan-
ger” restraints on the govern-
ment by the simple expedient of
reinterpreting its meaning.

amendment declares that "‘Con-

According to the ruling hand-

(Continued from page 1)
“well above what it was at the
height of the Korean fighting.”

Point 17 criticizes Eisenhower’s
proposal for 35,000 public hous-
ing units in each of the next
two years as hopelessly inade-
quate “since the 1950 ceénsus
showed 15 million homes were
classified ‘substandard.’” The
Democrats neglected to state that
it was precisely
President Truman, by executive
order, slashed the public housing
program down to the same pen-
ny-ante bracket that Eisénhower
proposes.

While the Democratic National
Committee’s 20-point criticism
dealt with many points such as
farm policy, public power, taxes,
.postal increases and statehood
for Hawaii, it was deafeningly
silent on all Eisenhower’s propos-
als concerning labor.

Fisenhower’s proposal for a
90-cent minimum wage was not
even mentioned, let alone criti
cized, as inadequate. Similarly
with the piddling proposals for
Taft-Hartley Law changes, social
security extension and national
health. -

Equally significant was the
fact” that the analysis was ab-
solutely silent on, the'lack of any
civil rights or FEPC. proposals
in Eisenhower’s program.

The absence.of any mention
of minimum -wage standards and
Taft-Hartley revision or repeal

in 1950 that)

shows that while the Democratic
National Committee is at logger-
heads with the party’s Dixie
wing over strategy for the next
two years, it is by no means
championing the Ilegislative de-
imands of organized labon.

The cowardice of the Demo-
crats on the minimum wage is-
sue is . most revealing. Both AFL
and 'CIO have been demanding
a $1.25 minimum wage law. Up
to the opening of Congress a
number’ of liberal Democrats,
elected with labor backing, had
endorsed this demand. Whén Eis-

imum wage, Senator Murray (D-
Mont,) timidly suggested it
should be upped to $1. Senator
Russell of Georgia, the real pow-
er in the Senate Southern bloc,
quickly called Murray to order
by telling reporters that any
proposals for increasing the min-
imum wage would have to be
very carefully studied to see if
they would increase farm costs.

Since then the Democratic le-
gislators and the Democratic Na-
tional Committee have been quiét
as clams about the minimum
wage. To make the Democratic
silence more resounding; reac-
tionary Republican Senator Pot-
ter of Michigan has now corag
}ou‘l for the $1 minimum ‘wagé;

The silence of the Democratic
National Committee on the eivil
rights and FEPC issues under-

lines the abject surrender made

enhower proposed a 90-cent min-.

... Democrat Tug of War

84t\h Congress.

sgea - Sen. - Walter . Fofaeorge. (D=
Ga.), head of Senate Foreign
Relations Comm., said he had
no substantial differences with
Eisenhower on foreign - policy.

by the northern and liberal wing
of the party to the South. All
the newspapers predict that there
will be no attempt to pass any
anti-Jim Crow legislation in the

ers Railroaded to Prison

ed down by Chief Justice Vinson,
if the “evil” is “probable” it be-
comes “grave” enough to permit
an invasion of free speech.
Dissenting from the majority
opinion, Judge Black favored
serapping even the milder “clear
and present danger” infringe-
ment as an unwarranted inter-
ference with the right of free
speech. Justice Black had the
rig‘ht idea, butr thé witch-hunt-
ing majority would not hear of
it. Instead they wrote a deci-
sion that places no bars what-
ever on - railroading individuals
to prison for “dangerous” ideas.
All told there have been 79
individuals convicted under the
Smith Act since its passage in
1940. This includes 18 leaders of
the Socialist Workers Party —
the first to be convicted — who
were sent to prison by the Roose-
velt administration for their so-
cialist opposition to World War
II. 49 others are currently under
indictment.

Where in all previous Smith
Act trials involving the Stalin-
ists, the 1leaders alone were
charged with having “conspired
to advocate” the forciblé over-
throw of the government, the
Eisenhower administration is now
seeking to make mere member-
ship in the Communist Party a
crime. Previously, the Justice
Department had maintained that
members did not necessarily be-
long to the “conspiracy.”

But in the trial of Claude
Lightfoot, executive secretary of
the Illinois CP, that began on
Jan. 10 in Chicago, the govern-
ment seeks to establish that
every member of the Communist
Party is a partner to the “con-
spiracy.” Lightfoot, a lN_'eg‘r%, was
indicted under another section of
the Smith Act which makes it a
crime “to become a member or
affiliate with” any\group that
allegedly teaches the violent
overthrow of the government.

If Lightfoot is convicted, the
government will have a ready
instrument for railroading any
dissident to prison. Any militant
unionist or fighter against Jim
Crow can be indicated for ‘be-
longing” to the Communist Par-
ty and speedily convicted on the
perjured “evidence” of two or
| three paid informers. The witch-
hunters will be able to victimize
opponents of thought control in
wholesale lots. )

This use of the Smith Act can
become a major weapon in the
witch. hunt. It would give legal
‘enactment to the McCarthyite
smear method of ‘branding even
New Deal liberals as “commu-
nists” and sending them to jail

Qur Readers
Take the Floor

Brooklyn NAACP
Elects Officers

Editor:

On Jan. 6 the first election in
nine years for officers of the
Brooklyn NAACP was held at
Holy Rosary School Auditorium.
It was more than just an elec-
tion, however, because it repre-
sented the climax of a year-long
struggle for control of the branch
between liberal pro-labor ele-
ments on the one hand, and con-

the other.

The liberals supported Warren
Bunn, CIO organizer of the Gas,
Coke and Chemical Workers Un-
ion, for president, and Rev. O.
D. Dempsey, youth leader, for
vice-president. Conservative in-
terests backed Norman Johnson,
lawyer and alleged Republican
Party errand boy, for presxdent
and Judge Myles Paige for vxce-
president.

Johnson also had the support
of the Pioneer Civic Assn. of
which he is a member. The
“Pioneers” have insinuated them-
selves into Brooklyn politics dur-]
ing the last five years and have
been lately noted for their con-
sistent support of Republican
Party ecandidates in local elec-
tions.

During the presidential elec-
tions of 1952, Pioneer petitions
favoring Republicans running for
office in the Bedford-Stuyvesant
area were conspicuously display-
ed at the branch, and Republican
Party ward heelers were encour-
aged to meet there. The retiring
president, James Powers, also an
active member of the Pioneers,
vigorotisly supported Johnson
and hig slate.

Despite an alliance of Young
Adults and older liberal members
in support of Bunn, Johnson’s
supporters were able to squeeze

to take all elective offices and
most of the Executive Board
seats.

‘They were successful only be-
cause they managed to corral 45
new members just five weeks be-
fore the election date, and be-
cause many of the old members,
disgusted with the tactics and

servative, less liberal forces on|

.We controlled the Nominating

‘mer president) may control the
Executive Board, but if they don’t

(The vote was Warren Bunn, 55;
and Norman Johnson, 81.)

Johnson was more than anxious
to secure the position of presi-
dent of the branch, a position
that carries considerable prestige
in the area. Up to the last day,
almost, he and his supporters
scurried feverishly around town
to get their “new” members out.
Almost a dozen lawyers, Assis-
tant DA’s and detectives, some
of whom hadn’t seen the inside
of the branch in 10 years, hustled
themselves inside the hall with
their membership cards. Mem-
bers of Johnson’s family, includ-
ing in-laws, were pressed into
service to assure the “people’s
choice” his majority.

That Bunn had the solid sup-
port of the proletarian elements
of the branch was indisputable.
The only trouble was that they
were outnumbered by Johnson’s
new members.

In spite of their election de-
feat, Bunn’s supporters were op-
timistic about the future of the
branch. Their attitude was sum-
med up by a spokesman for the
liberal wing:

“After all, these people (Who
supported Johnson) c¢ame out

interest in seeing him elected.
They have no principled interest
in advancing the program of the
branch, and less than 50% of his
supporters will ever be seen at
membership meetings — where
organizational policy and pro-
gram are made and voted upon.

Committee (which selected Bunn
to run) and the Elections Com-
mittee (which drew up the bal-
lot) precisely because our people
attended membership meetings
consistently and in large num-
bers,

“Johnson and Powers (the for-

bring those 26 votes to meetings
every first and third Thursday
in the month, we'll run them
right back across the street to
the Pioneer club. What we haveé
to do now is recruit more mem-
bers from the ranks of organized
labor and pro-labor organiza-
tiloms.”

only because they had a personal [Dealish” proposals made by Eis-

of the WPA work-relief wage

(Continued from page 1)

program

rectness, say that Eisenhower has
done the same thing. He larded

vices, ete.
Eisenhower could make-

eratic and Republican,

velt were adept in makmg so-

This was the basis of CIO Pres-

has adopted a bit of the New
Deal-Fair Deal technique of dem-
agogy.

The most  outstanding “New
enhower were for an increase in
the minimum wage standards
from the present 75 cents an
hour to 90 cents and for a pub-
lic work program, including an
expanded roads project to cost
the federal government about
$2.6 billion annually for the next
tenn years.

Eisenhower can make the ex-
pansive gesture of a ‘“generous”
increase of 20/% over the present
minimum wage because the wage

administrations and Congress is
so low. A 20%. increase would
bring the minimum wage merely
to a level, in purchasing power,

scale of 50 cents for common
labor back in 1936. Even at 90
cents, the minimum would be

less than half the average wage
actually being paid in this coun-
try and would benefit, at best,
a mere 1,300,000 wage-earners.
Almost half the American wage-
earners are not even included

policies of the old leadership,
simply did not come out to Vote.
} .

R. 8.
New York

under the minimum wage law.

Kisenhower played up strong-
|

commentator said he had “stuck
to his guns on the Fair Deal
— but they weren’t
very blazing guns.” The liberal
Democrats might, with equal cor-

his message with promises of le-
gislation to raise the minimum
wage, sugar-coat a couple of the
more - conspicuously anti-labor
features of the Taft-Hartley
Act, expand public works to take
up the slack in employment, aid
public education and health ser-

all
these proposals, just as Truman
made similar ones before him,
knowing that the conservative
forces in Congress, both Demo-
could
block thém. Truman and Roose-

cial demagogic promises that
would give them the reputation
for being “liberals” and “friends
of labor” while well aware that
Congress would throw these
promises into the waste basket.

ident Walter Reuther’s recent
complaint that not a single piece
of new social legislation has been
passed since 1938, Eisenhower

fixed‘by the previous Democratic |

... Fisenhower Speech

ly his public works program,
which he said would mean an
expenditure of $12 billion a year.
Compared to Roosevelt’s much-
vaunted public works spending
of about $6 billion in the first
four years of the New Deal,
when unemployment averaged be-
tween 10 and 11 million, Eisen-
hower might almost seem :to be
incredibly lavish. But Eisenhow-
er’s proposed public works pro-
gram — much of it military in
nature — is only a third of what
he proposes to spend for direct
war preparations — in the neigh-
borhood of $35 billion a year.

Nothing in Eisenhower’s pro-
gram, of course, would touch in
the slightest the interests of the
big money groups. He repeated
his intentions to favor the private
power moguls in the matter of
exploitation of water-power sites
and atomic energy. His amputat-
ed public low-cost housing pro-
gram (85,000 units a year) cor-
responds directly to the demands
of the building contractors and
real estate corporations.

Nevertheless, Eisenhower’s pro-
gram is couched in terms intend-
ed to outflank the Democrats
from the left and to. invite sup-
port of workers and liberals for
his re-election in 1956. Thus,
John O’Donnell, ultra-reactionary
‘Washington commentator of the
N.Y. Daily News, has- advised|
Democrats to “keep to the left”
if they want to defeat Eisen-
hower next time. We do not ven-
ture to speculate on the effective-
ness of Eisenhower’s taetics; but
they tend to further confirm the
shift in popular sentiment away
from the openly anti-labor, witch-
hunt, giveaway policies of the
Republican administration. Eis-
enhower has noted the signs and
is adapting his tactics accord-
ingly.

Last the

at large-scale output will con-
tinue steadily through the yean.
The industry is piling up cars,
for one thing, in the event of a
strike following contract nego-
tiations with the CIO TUnited
Automobile Workers in the
spring. Lewis L. Schellback of
Standard and Poors recently pre-
dicted that “inventories are like-
ly to be built in anticipation of
possible midyear strikes and cost
increases . . .”

He foreésaw that total produc-
tion for the year would not aver-
age higher than 4% over 1954,
but the current big production
build-up wil! “allow for serieus
labor troubles or, if they are
avoided, for a later slackening
due to modification of inventory
policy with the passing of- the
strike threat.,” (N.Y. World-Tele-
gram, Dec. 18.)

OUTPUT ' VS. SALES

"Automobile production, how-
ever, is running at’a rate of 42%
above the 1954 average. The Jan.
16 Wall ‘Street Journal reported
that 149,968 cars were produced
in the previous week. This is at
an annual rate of 7.8 million
compared to the 5.5 million last
year. No one in his right mind
will say that the industry will
find a market for 42% more
cars this year,

A Deec. 22 Associated: Press
dispatch from Detroit says:
“, ., . the factories are rolling
out more (auto) units than the

Will Fast Pace
Of Auto Output

Year ?

A peak rate of production in the automobile industry
is being heralded as the beginning of a big boom. But the
ﬁthft pace set by the auto manufacturers does not mean

®

the three months-
ahead.” Their excuse for slow
auto sales is that buyers are un-
able to make up their minds over
the innumerable color combina-
tions.

In order to make 1954 car
sales figures appear more im-
pressive, reveals the Jan. 8 Busi-
ness Week, dealers cut some
sharp corners by registering un-
sold cars. Sales volume of cars
is customarily determined through
registrations of mnew cars. But
the , competition between Chev-
rolet and Ford “led to a prac-
tice called packing, or padding,”’
reports Business Week,

cars that he does not expect to
sell within the year and registers
them in his own name, or in those
of his salesmen or friends . . .

have registered armadag of cars
in the names of fictitious fleet
owners.” )

One morose St Louis dealer is
reported to have said of a com-
petitor; “We know that we out-
sold them, but we may have been
outregistered.”

VIEW WITH CAUTION

All these facts should serve as
an alert to the auto workers and
to the labor movement generally
to viéw -with great caution the
current high volume of auto out-
put and not to see in it any
guarantee of economic stability

dealers are selling . .', this trend
will continue through much of

and high employment for an ex-
tended perlod

Behind the

union in the country.

Like his rival, Joseph Curran
of the CIO National Maritime
Union, Hall has led a small group
to absolute control of his union.
And like Curran’s group, this
small official family that seem-
ed to have a life-time hold on
the union’s apparatus has begun
to break up.

While it might appear that
the internal stress is a result of
personal frietion, it is actually a
reflection of deep-going changes
that have taken place inside both

the AFL and CIO seamen’s
movement.
The maritime organizations

built up. a strong position dur-
ing the Thirties due to the tre-
mendous surge of rank and file
action that physically swept from
the waterfront the old leaders
and fakers.

The new seamen’s unions were
democratic outfits that corres-
ponded to the wishes and feel-
ings of the rank and file seamen.

the NMU with dim prospects
until the war. Then the influx
of thousands of new seamen to
man the war-time fleet gave the
SIU a great push.

And a new leader elbowed for-
ward to take advantage of the
new opportunities. An ex-cheese
salesman out of TFlorida, who
had made a few trips to sea, came
to New York to start a career
that was nearly ended by a saw-
ed-off shotgun the other day.

In the first part of his career,
as an aggressive champion
against the Stalinist-controlled
NMU, Hall had wide support
both inside and outside his un-
jon. Under his leadership the un-

jon made significant gains in
membership and influence. As

the leader of a young apparatus,
his future seemed -assured.
“When the Stalinists lost the
NMU and the Curran gang took
over with a program differing
little from that of Paul Hall,
the latter lost his biggest selling
point.

From then on his aggressive-
ness and initiative on the Wwater-
front brought Suspicion and hos-
tility. The climax to his career
seemed to come when the AFL

General Council appointed him
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The SIU was a small rival of

Attem ted

Murder of Paul HuII

By James O’Hara ¢
 The recent attempted assassination of Paul Hall, head
of the Seafarers International Union, AFL, climaxes a
two-year guerrilla war inside this second Iargest seamen’s

@ -

go-leader- with Dave Beck ‘bo-take-

over the New York longshoremen.
But this was a fight far different
from his sorties against the Sta-
linists on the waterfront. Here
he confronted men who had pow-
er and were not afraid to use it.

The AFL made a bad mistake,
The appointment of Hall, as
much as anything else, lost the
AFL the confidence of the New
York dockers.” And for Hall it
meant that he earned the hatred
of some very determined men on
the New York waterfront. This
hostility found sympathy inside
the SIU among the membership
and also in Hall’'s own official
family. ,

For the first time in Hall’s
career, he has been seriously op-
posed in an election of the SIU.
One of his close supporters for
years, Ray White, SIU Tampa
agent, challenged him for the
highest post of the union. In the
midst of this election contest the
assassination attempt was made.

The triggerman is said to have
confessed being paid by Ray
White with money secured from
the ILA leadership. But the en~
tire story is yet to be told. The

attempting murder will surely
reveal an, interesting picture of
life inside the official apparatus
of the SIU.

C'H ICAGO

. Forum
“Labor’s Outlook for 1955
Speaker:

M. Martin

Sat., Jan. 22, 8:30 P.M.
777 West Adams St
Discussion, dancing,

refreshments will follow

the nreeting
Donation 75 cents

Detroit Fri. Night
Socnallst Forum

Lenin: The Man
And His Work
Fri., Jan. 21, at 8 P.M.
®
Negroes and
The Labor Movement
Fri.,, Jan. 28, at 8 P.M.
[ ]

Socialism -—- What It Is
And What It Isn’t
Fri.,, Feb. 4, at 8 P.M,

) ®

Detroit Celebration
Of Negro History Week
Fri.,, Feb. 11, at 8 P‘M

L ]

At 3000 Grand River, Rm. 207

Donation 25c.
Free for Unemployed
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The transformation taking place

in China is so great that the

Pensions When You're Dead

The suggestion is being put forward by so-
called public health authorities that the retire-
ment age, now fixed by daw at 65 years, be
changed to 70. This opinion was voiced by
Leonard W. Mayo, chairman of the Com-

: mission on Chronic Illness founded six years

ago by a group of hospital and medical organ-
izations, including the wltra - conservative
American Medical Association. ,

- According to Mr. Mayo, retirement should
be made on a “selective basis” so that those
“who are able, competent and in good health
could spend a few more years in a productive
capacity.” He claims this must be done “in the
face wof rapidly increasifg populations in the
Communist nations.”

What this proposal would mean is that so ®

- long as the employéers could grind profits out

of elderly workers they would not be penmitited
to retire on adequate pensions. When: they got

“ too feeble they would be weeded out on a

“selective basis” and retired on a hunger-level

~ basis.

Mayo claims that “it mould seem sensible, if

- -pot essential, to, review and revise our retire-

ment policies which were established in large
part during the depression and in a shrinking
rather than an expanding economy.”

This argument is false on the face of it.
There is no labor shortage in America. On the
contrary, since the end of the Korean war
there has been what tthe bosses call a “labor
sunplus” -~ unemployment to you and us.
.Much of this unemployment is in the age range
of 45 to 65 — too young for pensions.

The problem is not that the pension age is
too low, but that it is oo high. Moreover, pen-
sions are generally inadequate to take care of

even elementary needs of the retired aged. The |
treatment of many of the needy aged in Amer- |

ica smells of the Dark Ages.

Thus, Paul Phelan reported in the Jan. 11
New York World-Telegram, that “thousands
of sane aged persons in this city have been or
will be sent to mental hospitals because there
aren’t proper facilities or well-trained "per-
sonnel anywhere else to take care of them.
That’s the sad, bad, unbelievable situation in
the werld’s richest city. . .”

The 'stumbling block to removing from “the
lives of our helpless aged the,specter of being
committed to a mental hospital with the sear-
ing blight and stigma attached to such sur-
roundings” is “lack of money,” according to
the New York City authorities whom Phelan
interviewed.

Mayo’s proposal would permit the employers
to squeeze the last ounce of profitable labor out
of the aged and reduce to @ minimum the
number of years during which those in the
old-age group can retire on a pension.

Capitalism would deny élderly workers even
a few years of rest and retirement at enjoyed
leisure. If the aged tan be made to produce
profits, then work them straight through to the
grave; if they become too feeble to work but
still persist in clinging to life, send them to
the dnsane asylums. .

By eliminating private profit and producing
for the benefit of the entire society, the planned
economy of socialism will end the barbarous
treatment of the aged and make the latter
yéars of life a “time for rewarding feisure to
pursue the interesting avocations most of us
dream of ‘following “some day,” but are
cheated of under capitalism.

Hammarskjold's Mission to Peking

What did Dag Hammarskjold, Secretary-
General of the United Nations, take up with
Chou En-lai in the four discussions that added
up to a solid 13 thours? L '

When the head of the UN was sent to
Peking, he announced that he was empowered
only to negotiate for the release of 11 American
airmen condemned by the Chinese government
as “spies.” But the big diplomatic stir his

»mission created throughout the world indicated
~ that more than that was involved.

, <A dispatch from Hong Kong, where Ham- -
marskjold stopped on the way bglck, reports

" that he was given a set of conditions under

which Peking would agree to reconsider the
case of the imprisoned airmen. The dispatch
also indicatted that Chou took wp the possibility
of admitting China to the United Nations, of
helping to ease world tensions, and discussed
relaxation of the trade restrictions imposed at
present on the world’s most populous country.

The well-informed- Joseph C. Harsch, Wash-
ington conrespondent of the Christian Science
Monitor, indicated that as an “exploratory
adventure” the mission was 'a success. In his

" opinion it would be no sunprise at all if Ham-

marskjold did not segure the promise of “im-
mediate” release of the airmen. But what was
“interesting” and “really. surprising” was the
series of “long, quiet talks” that turned out to
‘be “wseful,” to quote the UN’s envoy.

The joint declaration of Hammarskjold and
Chou that they “hope to be able to continue
the contact established in these meetings,” was

In Stalin’s

In the chonuses of praise to Stalin that ap-
peared in the Soviet press on the 75th
anniversary of the hated dictator’s birth, an
ominous chord was sounded. For tthe first time
since the generalissimo died and Malenkov-
Beria-Molotov vowed to carry on in his ‘“foot-

~ steps,” the press recalled the “blood purges”

of the late Thirties.
The sinister reference, which appeared on a

wide scdle, was associated with the methods by

‘which Stalin maintained the “steel unity” of
the Communist Party; that is, periodically

. decimated its ranks by «dragging actual op-

ponents, alleged opponents and potential
apponents of the police dictatorship before the
firing :squads.

The Dec.’ 21 Pravda carried a six-column
editorial that twice lauded Stalin’s “service”
in ridding the party of heretics.

Twice the word “Trotskyists” was mention-
ed. This word,.the most fearsome a Stalinist
bureaucrat can utter, has wonly too often
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taken by Harsch as a further favorable in-
dication that Hammarskjold was not sent back
empty-handed. ‘

Whatever the immediate results of the UN’s
diplomatic ‘move, which was obvioudly taken
on decision of the leading powers that stand
behind the UN, the mere fact that Ham-
marskjold had to fly to Peking constitutes a
big victory for the Chinese government. It
constitutes de facto recognition. of the Mao
regime.

In fact it never odcurired to anyone fto wonder:
why Hammarskjold. did not stop off at
Formosa to pay his regpects to Chiang Kai-
shek who is supposed to be the official govern-.
ment of China — acconding to State Depart-
ment legend — and who has a seat in the UN
itself. ) :

While Chbu graciously received the envoy
of Western imperialism and calmly presented
to him China’s position on the questions at
issue, Dulles, the diplomatic chieftain of the
mighty Allied coalition was apparently quietly
biting his nails in Washington. To queries from
reporters, the State Department issued brusk
“no comment” statements. That was under-
standable because Dulles is standing in the
shambles of the whdle post-war policy of the
U.S. toward the revolutionary people of China.

Once again we ask, if on no other grounds
than the dignity of America, isn’t it about time
to recognize ithe fact that China’s 500,000,000
people have dumped Chiang Kai-shek and put
a new government in power? '

lf',oétsteps

signalized a mew purge when it appeared in
the press in contexts similar to the current one.
. Besides belaboring “Trotskyists,” the edi-
torial included “right capitulationists,” “right
opportunists,” “bourgeois’ nationalists,” and
similar “enemies of the people.”

The last time such references were made
on a big scale in the Russian Stalinist press was
after the “doctors’ plot” of January, 1953,
when prominent Jewish doctors were accused
of conspiring to assassinate a selected list of
government figures. The denunciations of
“Trotskyists” as on previous occasions, con-
stituted the preparatory build-up for another
purge.

That particular purge was by-passed, for
the time being at least, because of the sudden
death of Stalin. The new regime even admitted
the frame-up and, with Beria in charge of the
action, jpurged- at least some of the alleged
authors of the frame-up, Later Beria himself
was purged and his name ripped out of official
Stalinist history. Thus Malenkov carried on in
Stalin’s manner. '

As in Stalin’s time, the Soviet oligarchy
lives in constant [fear of the masses they op-

press. They fear any oppositional trends that |

might give birth to a revdlutionary socialist
party that could restore workers’ democacy
to the Soviet Union. In the fashion of all
dictatorial regimes, their answer is terror and
that includes repeated purges of the bureau-
cracy itself.

The Malenkov regime, when it took over,
sought to ease the fear of new purges; and its
s:ycthasn'ts‘, partisans and dupes publicized the
change as a big departure from the notorious
methods of Stalin. ;

The character' of the praise for Stalin that
filled the pres§ on his birthday indicates that

their assuranices that Stalinism died with Stalin .

were somewhat premature to say the least.

American press, which up till
new has carried only propaganda
stories about how terrible things
are there, is reluctantly begin=
ning to give glimpses of the
truth. . ‘

An example of this appeared
in the Jan. 9 N.Y. Times mag-
azine section. James Cameron,
an English journalist, writes
from China a eynical article, fill-
ed with nostalgia for the good

“Slanderous”

of Whittier,

Joan Dieter
Calif., shouted “slanderous” at

claims she was “allowed to
resign” as a civilian employe in
U.S. Army’s psychological war-
fare branch ‘in Tokyo for
alleged Communist sympathies.
Col. K. K. Hansen, chief of the
branch, said Miss Dieter and an
unnamed corporal “appeared to
be taken in by the communist
line” of a lecture by a visiting
British official in Tokyo who
advocated recognition of mnew
China.

old days, which nevertheless is
an impressive account of what
the new regime has already de-
complished. ‘
Describing the amount of neéw
building in the capital, Cameron
says, “The pace of building is,

self, unbelievable. The Chinese
delegates who went to Geheva
returned to find that four new
hospitals, six factories and eléven
full-scale Ministerial blocks had:
been laid out, started, compléted
and inhabited during the time
it took them to divide Vietnam.”

POSITION OF WOMEN

The new position of women
strikes the eye of an old China
band: “The great red Hungarian
street-car is driven by a pig-
tailed tomboy who a generation
ago would have been sold into
concubinage . . .” “There is the
cult of sexual virtue; prostita-
‘tion was abolished, almost over-
night . . . The girls were at-

and Educational Academy and
provided with a special badge of

“proud.”

Cameron describes how the
Marriage Reform Law and thlie
emancipation of Chinese women
| has meant that “love” is now
officially éncouraged and an at-
mosphere of “puritanism” re-
garding extra-marital sexual re-
lations reigns. If the official en-
couragement of love and mar-

{it must be remembered that be-
1forée the Revolution, Chinese

marriage partners and that tha]
women were usually in the posi-
tion of serfs. Moreover, prosti-|
tution and’ the selling of girl
children as concubines was wide-
spread. ‘

The dirtiness of Chinese cities

unless you have watched it youir-4

1 commodated in a special Reforin

‘which they were inordinateiyl‘

riage seems odd to Wwestérnérs)

| of Asia — used to shock western
visitors. As a result of the new
government’s efforts and the new
civic pride and co-operation of
the whole population, this has
all beén changed. Carmeron ob-
serves: “And the stark facts of
the case are that this is indeed

aliost unteal way; the place is
swept and brushed and  dusted,
people, are forever scuttering
about the streets picking up odds}|
and ends, dusting things off,
tidying things away . .. Similar-
ly, and as part of the same mys-
ique, the flies . have disappeared;
this was a by-product of -th
germ-warfare story .. .” )

" Cameron relates how in a re-
mote little town he came across
a “startling sight,” a  market
place swarming with flies as in
the old days. “I marked that
down,” he says, “as the last out-
post of the persecuted flies of
China, the: refugée center, head-
giartéers of the Free Flies Com-
mittee — a sort of biological:
Formosa.”

Another manifestation of the
“puritanism” of the new China]
is “the cult of honesty.” “It ap-
pears,” says the N.Y. Times ar-
ticle, “to be impossible to get
your pocket picked; a hotel room-
[boy who lifted a cigaret would
find himself in the People’s Court
in half an hour.” ;
' RELAXED ATMOSPHERE
Cameron is surprised that the:
total effect of the new “puritan-
‘ism” does not give life a somber,

young people had no ¢hoice of | inhibited toné. Rather he finds

‘that “the prevailing atmosphete]|

relaxation and amusement,”
‘Moreover the Chinese, far from
being hostile to foreigners, are

1 extremely friendly. He attributes|

—as of all the insanitary cities

this to the assumption by the
Chinese that any foreigners vis-

(Continued from page 1)

by way of arrests, 5,000 fit work-
ers. Next, the political police
stages raids, and within a few
weeks, the battalions for the
construetion of the canal are on
their way.

The reality is by no means so
simple. Arrests are made for po-
litical considerations; or to ap-
prehend criminals. But never in
order to obtain so-called cheap,
or “bargain-rate,” labor. At all
events, it is the security of the
state which is always the main
worry, that is to say, the secur-
ity of the high officials, the gen-
erals, and other privileged per-
sons, wha always feel themselves
threatened. Because they happen
to know only too well how much
dissatisfaction and discontent
there is among the mass of* the
Soviet population.-

It is this hysterical fear of
all criticism or of an oppositional
trend that annually takes its toll.
Hundreds of thousands are sac-
rificed without a scruple, baut
not in response to economic needs.

I do not thereby mean to deny
that forced labor does play a role
in the over-all operation of So-
viet economy; this role, however,
is not a big one.

15 MILLION PRISONERS

The millions of forced laborers,
with but few exceptions, are con-
centrated in areas of secondary
economic importance. This is done
to make any acts of sabotage
or attempts at escape futile. The
biggest camp area is thus located
at Karaganda, where out of 1,-
500,000 prisoners, half a million
work in the coal pits, the output
of which is virtually zero; while
a million people kill time trying
to wrest erops from the arid soil
of the steppes, the same kind of!
crops raised in abundance and
virtually without difficulty in the
many fertile regions of the So-
viet Unjon.

This also helds true of the lum-
ber camps of Siberia where mil-
lions of prisoners chop down
forest trees that most often lie
there largely to rot away be-
cause too many are felled and
only a tiny portion of the timber
can be transported. In the Artic ]
zone, where most prisoners are
kept. for security reasons, enter-
prises, even less profitable, are’
clung to. Potatoes, cabbages, cu-
cumbers and other fine things
are grown here only to have the
first frosts put an end to their
brief and weary existence. On
this poéint I can speak from first-
hand experience, since I spent
several years in these state-own-
ed polar regions. o
Here the prisoners spend their
days watering cabbage plants,
fertilizing them, transplanting
them with care, in order finally
to plant them in the Arctic soil,
which unfreezes only to a depth
of a meter and a half and where,
after such good care, the plants
perish before one’s eyes. The
same thing takes place in the
endless expanses of the Central
Asian steppes, with this differ-
ence that instead of an icy cli-
mate, it is the heat and the
drouth that nullify all efforts.
No official statistics of any

1lodgings. Wages are so low in
the Soviet Union that a greatl

kind are, naturally, issued on the
number of forced laborers. Es-
timates cited to me, over and
over in the course of hundreds
of conversations by my Russian
companions in captivity came to
figures so fantastic that I would
tather not cite them here. I shall
confine myself instead to state-]
Linents made to me by a top MVD
| functionary. Prior to his  own
arrest it was his job to divide
| the political prisoners among the
camps of Siberia and Central
Asia. He calmly said that 15
million political prisoners did not
seem to him an excessive num-
ber for a country as big as the
USSR. ) -
Of these 15 millions, five mil-
lion at most are occupied in truly
productive work. They ‘are the
miners of metal ores in Far East
Siberia (Kolima, Chukotka, the
North-East regions of Siberia,
the frontier of Mongclia) or
those who work in the coal ‘mines
of Vorkuta and Nova Zemly
{(beyond the polar circle). '
Five million prisoners waste ef-
forts in clearing and colonizing
forest land, the steppes and the
tundras, labors which, owing to
extremely primitive tools they
‘use, couldn’t possibly give any
real results. Five million pris-
oners, because of their age or
their physical condition or om
account of illness, areé unfit fof;-
work, or able to do so little that
their upkeep costs money, with-
out any revenues in return.

A VERY LOW OUTPUT

Personally I came to know 20
different camps in the space. of
six years. Twenty camps out of
several thousands do not repre-
sent anything really big but, in
the long ¥un, this small segment
does permit a modest survey of
questions involving forced labor.

Fof two years I was busy, as
alteady indicated above, cultivat-
ing cabbage plants doomed to
perish from frost. I spent fout
years in the Vorkuta imining re-
gions. The city of Vorkuta is
among the more recent creations
of the Stalinist buteaueracy. The
camps here sprouted during the
years of the great purge, 1936
to 1987. Today this sprawling
¢ity of wooden barracks, with
about five hundred thousand
prisoners, undoubtedly does not
rank among the biggest camps,
but it is one of the most im-~
portant.

Vorkuta’s 40 mining pits sup-
ply coal to the industrial region
of Leningrad. A hundred thou-
sand prisoners at least are pro-
ductively employed here. (This
is the number working in the
mines.) But even then the coal
dug costs a great deal more
than would be the case under
normal conditions, with a free
and skilled labor force. All the
engineers, technicians and fore-
men with whom 1 talked repeat-
edly said that 10 skilled miners
working for wages c¢ould do the
work of 200 prisoners working
unwillingly and constantly resist-
ing more or less openly.

iSkilled miners are not hard to
find provided they are well paid
and given proper equipment and

....Life in Stalin’s Prison Camps

many, the youth especially, would
adjust themselves to ten months
of Arctic winter in order to raise
their living standards. But in
that case where would they put
"the millions of prisoners, each of
whom represents a threat to the
security of the state?

Their liberation or even a limit
-set upon_ their number ‘would

"shake the foundations of the

Stalinist system. Nothing there-
fore remaing except to keep them
‘busy and make them work —
poorly and expensively.

In the final reckoning, by put-
ting such masses to work, tertain

but without regard to cost. In
this connection let me cite a
small example. We, that is, a
brigade of 30, were ordered to
transport 150 rails over a newly

‘raised embankment. Since none

of us desired to become exces-
sively tired, each rail was drag-
ged by 20 people by means of
long cables, while the others
rested. In this way it took us
three weeks to transport 150
rails. The foreman in charge of
this construction thanked us pro-
fusely at the termination of our
remarkable labors. He was ob-
viously ‘accostumed to - worse
things.

POLITICAL MOTIVES
PARAMOUNT

Considering the low output,

the prisoners are comparatively
generously fed, clothed and kept
up. Herein lies the main differ-
ence from the Nazi extermina-
tion camps. ITn a Soviet forced
labor camp, the prisoners are
not sent to die there, but to work:
as much as possible; likewise
they are '‘not permitted to perish
from hunger and eold. Again —
in drastic contrast to the German
concentration camps <« the ill,
the aged, the feeble rec¢ive all
the care that is possible. under
the primitive living ‘conditions.
Taking  into acecount the high;
cost of maintenance, this tends]
to increase the expenses enor-
mously.
* If the Soviet bureaucracy had|
no real interest in the rtisoners
other than as objects of exploi-
tation to be gathered into huge
concentration cities for the sake
of cheap labor, then the ill, the
aged and the feeble, who actual-
ly comprise ome-third of each
camp, would neéver have been
made prisoners in the first place.
Those who fall ill during their
imprisonment would be eliminat-
ed, one way or another. The fact
that there is nothing of the sort
goes to prove, once more, the
priority of the political consider-
ation.

The primary aim is to isolate
the oppositional elements, to de-
prive them of any opportunity
for carrying on activities. It is
not the desire to obtain® slaves
that impels the Stalinist bureau-
cracy to fill its eamps with mil-:
lions of prisoners. What does
impel it is fear of being swept
away one day by the masses,
‘discontented, deceived and de-
frauded of thé conquests of the
(1917) Revolution.

(Watch for the second
~ installment)

so; the place is clean — in a
serupulous and self-conscious and

(in the streets of Peiping is of|tedly preparing a peace confer-

- three big stories at the year’s

consider a major war before 1960

iting the country are sympathetic
to their revolution.
~Commenting on the decline of
high social life Cameron states:
1 “Outside this; there is legatien
life. The old Legation Quarter is
not what it was (and a good job
too, it is generally agreed, when
cne recalls the bizarre conditions
of the past, with guns and gar-
risons on the walls, and a com-
pulsory open space before the
quarter and the Gate of Heaven-

A Cynic Admits the Truth About New China

ly Peace, to provide a field of
fire) .. .” '

Thus out of the mouths of peo-
ple, who, if not enemies of the
Chinese Revolution, are certainly
not its friends, is emerging a
picture of the new China where
500 million people are pulling
themselves up by their bootstraps
from the mire and backwardness
of feudalism and imperialist sub-
jugation.

(Continued from page 1)
Asia and Africa and unite them
against western exploitation, dis-
crimination and domination.

On the other hand, the U.S.,
Britain and France, world’s ma-
jor imperialist powers, have call-
ed ‘their own conference of the
eight Manila Pact governments
aligned in the so-called 'South
East Asia Treaty Organization.
This conference will be held in
February. What is its main pur-
pose? Business Week reports:
“How to eoordinate Western mil-
itaty strength in Southeast Asia,
something that was left in the
air at the Manila conference last
September.” )

The contrast of objectives of
the two conferences is glaring.
Western imperialism, which has
no right in Asia or Africa to
begin with, is conducting an om-
inous war conference. It is com-
plaining, however, because its
victims of over two centuries of
vile colonial slavery are admit-

ence. This
“threat.”

WILL MEET AS JUDGES

"~ Walter Lippman, who frequent-
ly reflects the thinking going on
in the highest U.S. ruling cir-
cles, calls the Asia-Africa Con-
ference announcement one of the

is viewed as a

end and “probably the biggest
of all.” In his Jan. 3 syndicate
column, Lippman says:

- *Let us have no illusions about
the fact that the United States
and its leading allies in Western
Europe are going to be the judg-
ed .and not the judges at this
April conference.”

Furthermore, Lippman points
out, “There appear to have been
two main criteria of non-admis-
sion” to- the April conference.
“One is to be now a satellite or
colony of the West. Formosa. and
Korea are not treated as ‘inde-

... Fear Asian Parley

ond criterion is not to be of
Asian stock, as the Soviet Un-
ion, Australia and New Zealand
are notl . . . What this is, to put
it plainly, is the most formidable
and ambitious move yet made in
this generation to apply the prin-
ciple of Asia for the Asians.”
Well, why shouldn’t Asia be for
the Asians? Isn’t that better than
Asia for the Western imperial-
ists? Besides, Lippman brushes
aside one important aspect of the
conference — it is an African
cenference, ' too. It is, in short, i
a gathering of the colored peo- i
ples who want to sweep away |
rule and exploitation by the
white imperialist racists. ,

U.S. IS VULNERABLE

Since the ULS. and its allies
are “on, the defensive,” Lippman g
warns, “they had better not lose
much time seeing to it that the
positions they are going to de- |
fend are, in fact, defensible.” He
adds the admission: “So far as
we are concerned, Formosa is the

| place of greatest vulnerability.

It is vulnersble not perhaps be-
cause there is danger of war but
because of the danger of our
finding ourselves isolated from
and at odds with the massive
sentiment of all of Asia.
“Indeed, it appears that it is
being done by the dubious device |
of secret clauses attached to open
treaties.”

The imperialist apologists may
keep ' repeating that “old-style
colonialism” and “imperialism”
are ‘a thing of the past, but what
Asian country, newly freed by g
its own revolutionary struggle .
from Western control, can be- i
lieve it is safe from re-enslave-
ment so long as the U.S. protects '
ithe counter-revolutionary regime
of Chiang Kai-shek in Formosa?
What do Washington’s protesta- } é
tions of philanthropic intent 8
mean in the face of such “secret

clauses attached to open trea-

pendent governments.” The sec-

ties”?

results are naturally obtained, || W ) rI l

Events

NO WAR BEFORE 1960. Lead-
ers of Britain’s armed forces
“unlikely,” according to a Jan.
10 London dispatch. But if World
War III does break out; the first
20 to 30 hours would be “deci-
sive” for the British isles. In
that time Britain might lose half
her population under an H-bomb
attack. ) C
% % %
FRENCH ANTI-COLONIAL
MEETING BANNED. A meeting
planned Dec. 21 to protest the
role of French imperialism in
Algeria ;was banned by the Men-
des-France government. As
crowds of workers appeared at
the hall in Paris, they were in-
formed by police that they could
not enter. The protest rally was
organized by the Libertarian
Communist Federation and the
Internationalist Communist Par-
ty (Trotskyists). The well-known
‘writer Daniel Guerin was to be
chairman. A declaration hailing
the gathering and protesting
French repressive measures in
Algeria was sent by Messali Hadj,
revolutionary Algerian leader.
* *® %

"TUNISIAN REPRESENTA-
TIVES meét with (French Premier
Mendes-France to- negotiate the
‘question of who should control
police and other internal agen-
cies in Tunisia. The Tunisian na-
tionalist demand has been for
turning complete control over to
Tunisia, while Mendes-France
wants to maintain French con-|
trol. In the midst of the mnego-
tiations, Saleh ben Youssef, ex-
iled secretary of the nationalist
Neo-Diestour Party, threw con-
sternation into French imperial-
ist circles by .demanding a na-
tional army for Tunisia. Speak-
ing from Geneva, Jan. 3, he in-
sisted on the immediate and un-
conditional transfer of the po-
lice, schools and the courts to
the control of Tunisians, A N.Y.
Times dispatch from Tunis, Jan.
'4, said Saleh ben Youssef “Aec-
cused the French of using wea-
sel-words and all kinds of pres-
sure to deprive Tunisian home
rule of all its substance.” The
Times reported that “In French
circles the reaction to Mr. ben
Youssef’s statement was one of

exasperation.”
L I

ISTER Koca Popovie, now in

YUGOSLAV FOREIGN MIN-

said -on Jan. 8 that the charges
against Milovgn Djilas and Vla-
dimir Dedijer were made “with-
out consultation” with President
Tito. Djilas and Dedijer are sub-
Ject to criminal prosecution be-
cause they granted interviews to
foreign correspondents criticizing
the lack of democracy in the
Yugoslav-Communist Party and
‘calling for “the right to form
an opposition. ‘
Ed & *

WEST GERMAN SHIPYARDS
ARE BOOMING AGAIN nine
years after the end of World
War I, The Korean War - is
credited with the rapid growth
of German shipyards — the only
one capable of rapid expansion.
In 1953 'West German yards
turned out 240 vessels for a total
of 724,354 gross tons; employed
70,000 persons and had a turn-
over of about $310 million. Es-
timates for 1954 indicate a rec-
ord 920,000 gross tons. Foreigm
customers, mostly Panamanian,
will buy one third of the ton-
nage, but it is assumed that the
real buyers are the United States,
Norway and Greece.

% k L3

GUATEMALA RECEIVED ITS
FIRST “AID” from the U.S.-on
Dec. 15. This was in the form of
an armament shipment to mod-
ernize the army.

N 0% %

ITALIAN STALINISTS SNUB
TOGLIATTI., Differences among
the leaders of the Italian Com-
munist Party became apparent
at the fourth conference of the
organization Jan. 9 when Pietro
Secchia and Luigi Longo publicly
indicated their utter boredom at
a three-hour speech by the tit-
ular leader Palmiro Togliatti, ac~
cording to the N.Y. Times. Sec-
chia and Longo have long been
known as leaders of the more
militant sections of the party
and are said to be critical over
recent losses of membership due
to the abandonment of a policy
of class-struggle. iSecchia twid-
dled his thumbs during Togliat-
ti's speech and Longo wrote let- .
ters. They brought their hands
together exactly twice in listless
and inaudible applause at the end
of the oration. Togliatti indicated
his awareness of opposition cur-
rents' in the party by declaring
in his speech that there was no
truth in reports that he was be-

Calcutta with Marshal Tito,

coming addle-brained.
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The Negro Strug’gle -

By Daniel Roberts

\

The Triumph of Marian Anderson

Last. week the great contralto singer, Ma-
rian Anderson, made her debut at the Metro-
politan .Opera. All the capialist newspapers

hailed it as a great triumph for the Negro _
people and a sign that American society is

solving the Negro question in yet another field.

It was a triumph, but a modest one — one
which the Negro people should flook at criti-
cally, gratified though they rightfully feel at
breaking down the absolute barrier that so
long excluded their artists from the stage of
the Metropolitan Opera. For when Marian
Anderson, whom Arturo Toscanini called the
greatest voice of the century, was signed as
the first Negro artist at the Met, she was
given just one minor part for the entire season.

She was automdtically restricted to a role
that portrays a Negro. That is why she only
drew the one minor part and was excluded
from all the magnificent contralto parts that
she could have sung.

There are very few roles in opera that por-
tray Negroes. The only major part | know
of is that of Othello for bass voice. So that if
the rule is going to be maintained that Ne-

groes can only portray Negroes, there will be
very few colored singers — no matter how
talented — breaking into top flight opera.

When Marian Anderson was signed for the
Metropolitan a few months ago, several com-
mentators likened it to the Brooklyn Dodgers
signing up Jackie Robinson in 1948. The dif-
ference is that neither the Dodgers nor any
other ball club ever decreed that Negroes coulc
only play a certain position. Otherwise there

, would be even fewer Negroes in major league
baseball than there are today.

It is pure prejudice and discrimination to
confine colored singers to Negro parts.

In Seattle a small opera company was fopm-
ed a few years ago on a completely integrated
basis. Parts were awarded on the basis of the
quality of the voice and musical and drama-
tic ability without regard to skin color. This
resulted in highly satisfactory performances.

Music and opera lovers have only one de-

., sire — to hear and see the best performance

possible. For my money, 'l take Marian An-
derson any day in any role suited to her voice,
not the color of her skin.

Two at

The schools are crowded now. Almost a
million school kids are on part-time shifts.

Others are sitting two at a desk in classes so.

large that the teacher spends half her time
just taking attendance. The shortage of schools
and teachérs has been, getting more acute year
after year and it’s going to be a lot worse.
In the next five years, approximjately seven

* and a half million children will be added to .

the school population.

That’s a substantial figure :and President
Eisenhower apparently feels it’s time for some
action. After two years of delay, his Commit-
tee on Improvement in Education has called
an emergericy conference. The date of this
conference is November 1955!

An impartial chairman has been chosen to
head the presidential commission, Neil H. Mc-
Elroy, a leading soap company executive. Mc-
Elroy is not waiting until next November to
give his opinion on what the federal govern-
ment should do for schools. His program can
be summed up briefly — do nothing. Educa-
tion, he says, is a problem that the states and
cities ought to solve.

An emergency conference to discuss federal
~ aid for schools, to be held in ten months, un-

By Joyce Cowley

a Desk

der the leadership of a man resolutely com-
mitted to the idea that federal aid for schools
is bad! Thats a pretty good example of the
kind of action you can expect from govern-
ment officials who consider ‘the walfare of
our children a fifth-rate issue.

President Eisenhower calls juvenile delin-
quency a proof of parental failure. He blames
parents for not living up to their responsibili-
ties but has nothing to say about the failure
of our society to provide the schools, housing
and health facilities which children need for
normal physical growth. 4 ' ‘

It’s not realistic to expect aid for education
from Eisenhower or any phony conference that
he may call. Working people, whose children
are most severely deprived by the shameful
neglect of our schools, are the only ones who
really want to do something about it.

We can do something about it if we make
%ourselves heard. Over a hundred years' ago
the labor movement led the struggle for free
public education in  America. Today only
uriited action by the unions, the PTA and other
parent organizations, can save our schools and
force city, state and federal governments to
take real emergency action.

 Notes from the News

THE CENTRAL STATES DRIVERS COUN-

CIL, which covers 12 midwest states and the -

Tulsa, Okla., and Louisville, Ky., area, won a
26-cent-an-hour wage increase. The new rates
will be paid in three installments: 10 cents on
Feb. 1, 8 cents on Feb, 1, 1956, and 8 cents on
Feb. 1, 1957, The new wage scales go to 54,000
Jong-distance truck drivers.

‘ BRI

“ARE YOU PREGNANT LADY?” That ques-
tion will-be asked of all women seeking jobless
pay in Washington, D. C., after Jan. 1, 1955.
Labor’s Daily reported Dec. 29 that one unem-
ployment compensation official cited the 1954 law
which “forbids the payment of unemployment
benefits six weeks prior to ahd six weeks after
the expected date of childbirth;-and how are we
to know unless we ask?”

* Ok %k

BUSINESS FAILURES again increased for the
third striight year. According to Dun and Brad-
street, 1954 business casualties amounted to 11,-
220 compared with 9,058 in 1953 and 7,638 in

* ok %

ALFRED HASSLER reports in a letter to the
Jan. 8 Nation that the Fellowship of Reconcilia-
tion has launched a campaign to'induce President
Eisenhower to make available surplus food for
the victims of last summer’s record - breaking
floods in 'China. The Fellowship is urging that
local Food For China Committees be organized
and that no political conditions be attached to the

offer.
* ¥ %

. THE NAACP SENT A TELEGRAM to Presi-

dent Eisenhower Dec. 20 demanding that he;‘ in-
vestigate and take action to prevent the ‘“‘un-

disguised economic intimidation” of Negl:o
businessmen, farmers, and homeowners 1n
Mississippi.

* ok %

“DON’T TAKE THE BAIT” was the warning
sounded by Rowland Jones Jr., president of the
American Retail Federation. He spoke before the
annual convention of the American Retail Asso-
ciation Executives in New York’s Statler Hotel
Jan. 10. The “bait” he was talking about was an
administration offer of a lower minimum wage
for retail stores than the national s.bam_dard.
Retail stores are mot now covered by minimum
wage laws. Another piece of “pait” that Jones
advised his colleagues to reject was the exemp--
tion from the requirement to pay t"nmeaa‘rvd:a-half
for overtime. He said that retail assjoc_latu.)ms
stand in unqualified opposition to any elimination
of retailing’s exemptions.

* % ¥

THE UNITED STATES WILL PAY JAPAN
$2,000,000 compensation for damages caused by
the radioactive fallout from the hydrogen bomb
tests conducted at Bikini last March 1.

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER has asked Con-
gress to raise postal employes pay rates .by 5%.
Last year he vetoed a bill that granted this same
inadequate raise to postal workers on the g}"‘oundrs
that the post office was losing money..He is now
seeking to get a boost in letter mail rates to
cover the “deficit” that he claims the post office
would suffer if pay boosts were granted without
hikes in mail rates.

ONE OUT OF EVERY TWO EMPLOYERS
violates federal laws covering child labor,
minimum wages or overtime according to am in-
vestigation. made by the U.S. Department of
Labor, Wage and Hours Division, in the New
York-New Jersey area.

* ok sk )

ONLY 1.3 MILLION WORKERS would get any
benefit from Eisenhower’s proposal to increase
the minimium wage to 90 cents. When the first
law was passed in 1938 the minimum wage was
pegged at 25 cents. It was increased to 40 cents
in 1945 and 75 cents in 1949. Both the AFL and
the CIO are demanding $1.25 an hour.

* ok ¥

‘A FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES OR-
DINANCE was passed in Hamtramck, Mich., last
month. Dodge Local 3 of the UAW-CIO sparkec
the campaign which finally pushed the law
through. Hamtramck is the fourth Michigan city
and the 34th city in the country to outlaw
discl;iminiatory employment practices.

é * ok X

SURPLUS FARM PRODUCTS continued to
move into government storage at record-breaking
rates, according to the Jan. 12 Wall Street Jour-
nal. The commodity Credit. Corporation now holds

\$6.9 billion in surplus produdts compared to $5.2
billion on Nov. 80, 1953. The surpluses are moviny
into storage faster than they can be sold abroad,
given away (under present policies), or bartered
for strategic material. In an editorial Jan. 12,
the Wall Street Journal said: “The disposers
would have to run very much faster to stand
still.” Disposals totaled $800 million last year but
only $150 million has been distribluted free to
welfare agencies here and abroad. While food
was rotting in the warehouses nearly 1.5 million
workers used up all thejr unemployment benefits.

* ¥ %

NEARLY 6.6 MILLION WORKERS collected
one or more unemployment compensation benefit
checks during 1954 waccording to Jan. 5 Labor’s
Daily. An average of 1.6 million workers received
payments each week.

k ok ok

IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, A NEGRO MINIS-
TER, the Rev. William Holmes, delivered the
eulogy at the last rites for William H. Crawford,
a white CIO leader. It was Crawford’s request
that Rev. Holmes speak at his funeral.

* * %

THE LABOR DEPARTMENT reported on Dec.
29 that 1954 was “one of the most tranquil years
in post World War® II labor-management rela-
tions.” A survey showed an estimated 3,450
strikes started in 1954 compared to 5,117 in 1952.
The strikes involved 1,500,000 workers for an
estimated 22,000,000 man  days, the smallest
number since the end of the War. 1946 was the
post-war high when 4,600,000 workers were on
strike and 116,000,000 man days were lost. “1954
saw fewer big strikes than did 1953 and 1952,”
the report said.

A LICENSE TO SELL PIANOS was denied a
young music teacher in Washington, D. C. be-
cause he had pleaded the Fifth Amendment before
the House Un-American Activities Committee,
(reported in IF Stone’s Weekly.)
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Clellan, interrogated- a number
political views and threatened

Carthy’s tricky questi‘ons.

McCarthy in Final Hearing

Sen. Joseph McCarthy (R-Wis.) smirks as he conducts .his
final hearing in Washington as head of the Senate investigating
subcommittee. McCarthy, aided by Democratic Senator Me-

Parrish (right) of Quincy, Mass. 1
Steel Corp. after a previous appearance, again balked at Mc-

of industrial workers on their
to have them fired. Lawrence
, who was fired from Bethlehem

By Walt

rectly . characterizes them

union-busting laws on the books
and there is a concerted drive
cn by employers to push through
similar ones in more states this
vear.

The Jan. 4 Wall Street Journal
reports that “Businessmen back-
ing the laws are forming a so-
far-secret orgamization ko pro-
mote the laws’ passage in the 31
states that still allow ‘union se-
curity’ contracts that make un-
ion membership a condition of
employment.”

The AFL pamphlet says,
“These laws are short, simple,
and to the point. They contain
one basic ingredient . . . they
outlaw wall forms of union
security arrangements worked

labor and management. In states
with these laws any agreement
between workers and their em-
ployers under which any worker

" |is required to join a umion is'il-

legal.”

In the first four years of the
Taft-Hartley law, workers voted
for the union shop in 46,146 elec-
tions covering 5,548,982 men and
women. “Over 91 percent of the
votes favored the union shop and
the negotiation of a union shop
clause was authorized in over 97
percent of the cases,” says the
pamphlet. Those provisions of
the Taft-Hartley law providing
for union shop elections were
repealed in 1951,

Under? the “right - to - work”
laws, all form of union security
— the union shop,  maintenance
of membership, etc. — are
prohibited. “Even though the
workers want it . ; . Even though
the employer is willing to grant
it .. . Even though the workers
are already union members.”

The most Reverend Francis
Rummel, Archbishop of New Or-

“Right-to-Wreck” Laws
Scored in AFL Pamphlet

The American Federation of Labor has issued a
pamphlet on the misnamed “right-to-work” laws that cor-

Newsome

as “right-to-wreck” laws.

Seventeen states now have such®

out in ecollective bargaining ¥y

leans, protesting the mproposed
passage of such a law in Lousiana
last year, said in a June 1 tele-
gram to the state legislature: “It
is insincere because, while it
pretends to guarantee the right
to work, it actually frustrates
that right, in effect exposing la-
bor to lose security, a decent
standard of living and humane
working conditions.”

The main thing lacking in the
AFL’s exposure of these laws is
any concrete program to prevent
their passage; but wide distri-
bution of the pamphlet can help
alert workers to the danger fac-
ing them from this kind of anti-
labor legislation.

The pamphlet can be obtained
from the American Federation of
Labor, AFL Building, Washing-
ton 1, D. C. No price is listed.

Tresca Memoria!
Ceremony Held

At noon Jan. 8 the Carlo
Tresca Memorial Committee
held its annual flower-laying
ceremony on the N. Y. street-
corner where the beloved
editor of the anarchist news-
paper, Il Martello, ‘was mur-
dered in 1943.

The ceremony is held not
only to honor Tresca’s memory
but to remind . public and
police that the case remains
unsolved. It also included two
short speeches and the read-
ing of a letter by Norman
Thomas to the District At-
torney urging a re-opening of
the investigation. Numerous
leads in the case were never
adequately followed up by the
police.

To Save

DETROIT, Jan. 10. — At-
tempts to bar minority parties
from the ballot in Michigan will
be renewed this week when the
Republican-controlled -State Le-
gislature meets in Lansing. The
Legislature’s Elections Commit-
tee, headed by State Senator
Clyde Geerlings, has announced
that it will introduce a bill to
change requirements for minor-
ity parties so drastically that it
will be virtually. impossible for
them to comply.

The drive against minority
parties began in 1952 when the
State Legislature passed, and
Democratic Governor Williams
sigmed, the notorious Trucks Law.
One of the provisions of this
witch-hunt measure gave the
authorities the power to ban
minority parties through the de-
vice of designating them as “sub-
versive.” ‘

The Socialist Workers Party
was the first organization singled
out for victimization after the
Trucks Law went inte effect.
But the SWP went to the courts
and was able to preserve its bal-
lot rights thanks to widespread
protest against the Trucks Law
by the CIO, AFL and the non-
partisan (Citizens Committee
Against the Trucks Law.

The courts are still considering
the constitutionality of  the
Trucks Law. But without wait-
ing for a final court decision the
Republican leaders have decided
to try to bar the minority par-
ties by changing the election
laws.

STIFF REQUIREMENT

Under the present law, which
is already one of the more severe
in this country, the Socialist
Workers Party was required in
1954 to file 14,463 valid signa-
tures to a petition requesting a
place on - the state ballot. This
amounted to one per cent of the
vote received by the winning
candidate for Secretary of State
in the previous election.

The Geerlings committee -bill,
to be introduced in Lansing this
week, would raise the require-
ment from one per cent of the
‘Secretary of State’s vote to 714
per cent. In 1954 this would have
meant 108,473 signatures — -a
number practically impossible for
minority parties to gather.

Even before the bill was intro-
hduced, a strong public protest was
made by Charles G. Lockwood,
noted civil liberties lawyer and
attorney for the Greater Detroit
Consumers Council. Loeckwood
was counsel for Milo Radulovich,
Carrol MecIntyre and Ethel Mec-
Intyre, local vietims of the witch
hunt who were able to win their
appeals against “loyalty”
charges. He is also an officer of
the Citizens Committee Against
the Trucks Law.

Writing in the Jan. 6 East Side
Shopper, Lockwood appealed for
defeat -of the proposed bill. He
said:

“From week to week and month
to month, editors and broadeast-
ers are having to speak out more
frequently against the way in
which freedom of the press and
freedom of speech are being

whittled away. In state after

Fight Opened in Detroit
Right to Ballot

gtate, a similar mutilation of the
franchise and the ballot is tak-
ing place.

“There is now a measure un-
der study by a legislative com-
mittee in Lansing which would
definitely abridge the rights of
the voter. This measure, if enact-
ed, would make it impossible for
a minority party to obtain a
place on the Michigan ballot

CAN NOT BE JUSTIFIED

“The absence of minority par-
ties from the ballot can not be
justified by any of the reasons
given by advocates of the meas-
ure. The usual argument is that
the expense of including minor-
ity parties on the ballot is not
justified in view of the small
following. ;

“No- party or movement ever
started large. Every major party

started as a minority. The Mich-

NUMBER 3
.

igan electorate cannot form cona
clusions and arrive at proper de=
cisions unless all sides of im-
portant questions are heard aq&

‘considered.

“The suppression of minorities
at the ballot box means the sup-
pression of principles and infor-
mation that may be vital to the
welfare of the American people.

“Restrictions of the ballot,
once begun, like restrictions ' of

speech and the press, do not stop -

with one act. If enacted, this
measure . could be another delib-
erate step toward a one party
systemy,

+“Thus is the course from po-
ditical democracy'to political anlto-
cracy. As much as you oppose
‘abridgement of the press and
speech, you  should oppose
abridgement of political right
of our citizens.” :

Labor

News

Hard Coal Miners
Feel Unemployment

Skidding ecoal production, es-
pecially in the anthracite areas,
has upset the “normal” pattern
of family life. Wives and daugh-
ters of jobless miners are now
the main source of family in-
come, ~according to the Jan. 8
Business Week. The women have
been able to find some employ-
ment in the needle trades and
textile mills which have moved
into mining areas seeking cheap
labor. Tha jobless miner has lit-
tle chance of finding other em-
ployment and is reduced to seek-
ing odd jobs after his unemploy-
ment benefits run out.

" Anthracite production has been
on the skids since 1944 when
production reached a peak of 62.1
millioris tons. In 1950 it had
dropped to 43 million tons and
since then has slumped to 29.7
million tons in 1953 and an es-
timated 20 to 22 million tons in
1954,

Supreme Court
Takes T-H Case

The U.S. Supreme Court agreed
to rule on whether the Taft-
Hartley Law allows employes to
strike without giving 60 days no-
tice when protesting against
their employers’ unfair practices.
The ruling involves Mastro Plas-
tics Corp. and French-American
‘"Reeds Mfg. Co,, who fired a man
for refusing to transfer from the
Carpenters Union to Paper Work-
ers. The other employees walked
out in protest. Both the NLRB
and the Appeals Court ruled that
‘the 60-day “waiting period” did
not apply in this c¢ase. They also
held that a “no-strike”. clause in
the agreement didn’t prohibit the
walkout to protest unfair prac-

tices on the part of the employer.
L]

By Carl Goodman

The Communist Party leaders
in the U.S. have taken on the un-
enviable task of defending the
labor bureaucracy’s line of sup-
port for the Democratic Party
before the more politically ad-
vanced workers. :
The Jan. 9 issue of the Daily
Worker reprints major excerpts
from speeches on the question
of the labor party delivered at
the recent CIO convention by
Quill, Mazey and Reuther. In an
article, “Why We Publish These
Speeches,” George Morris, labor
editor of the Daily Worker, sets
forth the Stalinist position.
“As far as we are concerned
there is much in each of the three
speeches we agree with and much
we don’t agree with,” Morris de-
clares, “We agree with Reuther
that in the next immediate per-
iod the stress should be on coali-
tion with other forces within the
old parties. But we emphatically
reject his view that America is
a classless country and will never
have a base for a labor party.”
Although the Stalinists endorse
Reuther’s conclusions, they can-
not defend Reuther’s idea that
there are no rigid class lines in
the U.S. They don’t want to run
the risk 'of cutting themselves
off from those workers who are
becoming radicalized or are al-
ready socialist minded
These workers know, either
from their own experience or
from study of Marxist ideas, that

its launching now an issue, buit

in the U.S. as in any other cap-

italist country there are two
main classes opposing each other:
the workers and the capitalists.
They know that the capitalists
rule to the workers’ detriment.
If the Stalinists were to follow
Reuther ‘in denying this social
fact, they would immediately lose
any chance of influencing these
vanguard workers, )
“We agree with Mazey,” Mor-
ris says further, “that there is
not enough basic support in ev-
idence for a labor party to make

that does not preclude education
and work towards a labor party
possibly even formation of par-
ties in certain states as Quill
proposes, or we will never reach
the point when conditions for
labor party would he mature.”

Here again Morris balances
support for the labor bureau-
cracy’s policy of staying with
the Democratic Party with a
stand designed to appeal to more
advanced workers,

WHAT WILL THEY SAY?

Support for the = Democrats
“does not preclude education and
work towards a labor party,”
says Morris in effect. Doesn’t it?
What kind of arguments are the
Stalinists then going to advance
in educating for a labor party?

Are they going to tell the
working people that the Demo-
cratic Party is controlled lock,
stock and barrel by the same
Wall Street plunder gang that

runs the Republican Party? Are

they going to expose the liberals
as reform demagogues who man-
age the country for the benefit
of entrenched wealth when the
naked rule of Big Business by
the Republicans no longer en-
joys popular support? Are they
going to educate the working
people in the basic Marxist prin-
ciple that Big Business and the
working people have no interests
in common?

Are they going to teach that
labor can not win and hold its
Negro, farmer and middle class
allies as long as it is politically
subservient to Big Business?
That labor needs to act indepen-
dently in politics if it is to rally
these allies? Are they going to
explain that it is utepian to ex-
pect the working people to take
over control of the Democratic
Party or even win major in-
fluence within it? .

These are indispensible argu-
ments — basic principled ones —
in deémonstrating the need for
independent political action by
labor. These arguments lead
straight to one conclusion: The
Democrats are the enemies of
labor and labor should be the
enemy of the Democratic Party.
Any labor leader who endorses
that party — or the Republican
party — is a traitor to the cause
of the working people.

WINDOW DRESSING

When it comes to chooéing be-
tween support- for Reuther-Ma-

zey-Quill’s policy of staying with

Why Stalinists Published Those Speeches

the Democrats or advancing con-
vincing arguments for a labor
party, the Stalinists prefer to
string with the labor bureaucrats.
Their talk of “educating and
working towards a labor party”
is therefore simply window dress-
ing. .

It is true as Morris says “that
there is not enough basie sup-
port . , . for a labor party to
make its launching now an is-
sue.” Only a small vanguard
realizes today that independent
political action by the working
people and the struggle for so-
cialism is the only way out of
the madhouse of capitalist yule.

The majority of the workers
in the U.S. will probably defer
until after the presidential elec-
tions of 1956 any definitive judg-

ment on their experiences with|

the Democratic Party.

But tht vanguard workers
must prepare the way for labor’s
independent political action. The]
vanguard workers who will edu-
cate the rest of labor must be-
gin by staking out the principle:
no political support to any agency
of Big Business under any pre-
text whatever! Then, patiently
explain the independent road that
the working class must take.

For only $1.25 you can get a
one-year subscription to the
Marxist quarterly, Fourth In-
ternational, 116 University Pl

New York’ 3, N. Y.

To Investigate \
Kohler Company

The strike-bound Kohler Co. of
Kohler, Wis., has agreed to a
Senate Labor Committee inves-
tigation. Local 833 UAW-CIO, one
strike since last April 5, has
charged  that Kohler Co. main-
tains an “industrial munitions
arsenal,” including tear gas, and
that the company is using tax
rebates to cover losses during
the strike. Sen. James E. Mur-
ray (D.-Mont.) said the Labor

member, “will most certainly
want to investigate the situation
rat Kohler” if the union charges
are substantiated.

Gain Recognitio\n

Local 1370 of the Textile Work-
ers Union of America, CIO, won
union recognition for 300 work-

Housatonic, Mass. Last June the
company imposed an 8-cent-an-
hour pay cut. This is the first
time in the mill’'s 104-year his-
tory that workers have had un-
ion protection. Included in the
settlement were grievance and
seniority procedures and, most
important, the restoration of the
8 cents which the company cut
from the workers’ pay last June.

Win Pay Boost

Pay raises of 35 to 66 cents
an hour were gained by seven
locals of the International Bro-
therhood of Teamsters, AFL, in
Philadelphia, Morristown and
iChester, Pa., Wilmington, Del.;
and Camden and Atlantic City,

get the pay boosts.

NEW YORK
Socialist Forum

Will “Coexistence” Bring
Lasting Peace?
Speaker:

State Chairman Socialist
Workers Party, New Jersey

Fri., Jan. 21, 8 P.M.

116 University Place
(Near Union Square)

Co‘rmbri‘butiop 25¢.
Free to unemployed -
Refreshments

Newark Fri. Night
Socialist Forum

“Automation —
The New Industrial

Revolution”
Speaker:

Harold Robins

Fri., Jan, 14, 8:30 P.M.

52 Market Street
(Corner Plane)

A Marxist Classic
The Foundations
Of Christianity

by
Karl Kautsky
Originally published at $5.50
Now only $2.50
Order from
PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 University Place

New York 3, N. Y.

Committee, of which he is a'

ers’ at Monument Mills, Ine., :

N. J. Nearly 20,000 members will

Daniel Roberts |
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