By James

(The following address by James P. Cannon, founder of ‘the
Socialist Workers Party and editor of The Militant when it published
its first issue 25 years ago on Nov. 15, 1928, was delivered at the
New York meeting on Oct. 30 to celebrate a quarter-century of
American Trotskyism. Comrade Cannon was greeted with a rising
ov’atiom This is a transcription from a tape recording.)

* % %

The first speech I made for the program of Trotsky
was at:a meeting just about this size 25 years ago this
'week — it was a joint meeting of the Central Executlve
Commlttee, Control Commission,®—-

‘the functionaries and goon squads
of “the Communist Party. They
rose up too (laughter), but not in
so friendly a manner as you -did
tonight, when I hurled into their
face, for the first time, the

announcement that the banner of
struggle against Stalinist .revi-
sionism and degeneration was
going to be raised in this country
and fought for.

- I recall that meeting and that
gpeech tonight with pride, be-
causc  that’s where our party
began. It began in struggle, for
principle, as outlined in the
teachings of the great Marxists
all 'the way from Marx and
Engels to Lenin and Trotsky. I'm
going to make the same kind of
speeci tonight.

But first T want to tell you it’s
a ‘great joy-and satisfaction to be
here with you tonight, to join in
the "celebration of our 25th an-
niversary. And it's especially
satisfying that the celebration of
our plorious anniversary is held
in connection with an election
campaign meeting, that it is
linked to an action in the class

Imprisoned and Slandered

‘T den’t think I need to tell you
that I'm strongly in favor of
these candidates. I an. I gravely
regret, however, that I can’t
vote for you Cathy, and Joyce,
and David, beeause they took my
vote away from me. That’s one
of the things I'm sore about.
During the Second World War, I
suppose most of you know, they
put we and 17 other comrades in
prison, because we were opposed
to the war and we said so — out
{oud:

‘But they Werent satisfied Just
to - put us in "~ prison. They
slandered us, accused us of dis-
loyalty to our country. And I
resented that. Because I love this
country and I'm loyal to it. All
I want to do is to get it back
into the hands of the people who
made it, and take it away from
the 60 families and the other
grafters and hangers-on who’ve
stolen this country from the peo-
ple who made it. I consider our
whole work of organizing this
party, which is going to organize
the masses in struggle for a
revolution, as nothing more nor
less than an operation for the
recovery of stolen property.
There’s nothing disloyal about
that. The accusation is a slander
(Applause).

All this talk of disloyalty is a
slander added to the indignity of
depriving us of our liberty, which
was an injustice. And then on top
of that, because we had become
convicts, they took our vote away
from us. That’s when I really got
mad. They said that since we
belonged to the Socialist Work-
ers Party, we had to go to prison.
And then because we had been in
prison, we couldn’t vote for the
party we belonged to. They got
us on a run-around there, and
'l naver be reconciled until we

. get  our vote back, and gef our
countyy back, and either tear

How We Began
And Where We
Are Going

tribute
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P. Cannon

struggle, of which election cam-
paigns are a part.

That is symbolic of the char
acter of our party — not as a
critical propaganda circle of wise-
acres, but as a part,of the work-
ing class, participating in the
fights of the workers and trying
to rouse them to action in their
own interests, even when they as
yet fear to speak, and some of
them even fear to listen.

The party throughout - the
country is proud of Local New
York for this great campaign,
by far the best, the most militant,
the most genuinely Trotskyist
campaign we have ever conducted.
For that the whole party gives its
thanks to our candidates, David
Weiss and. Cathy Gratta -and
Joyce Cowley, and to all the rest
of you who helped to make the
campaign possible, helped to con-
one more great action,
to stamp on the minds of hun-
dreds of thousands of workers
the fact that there is one party,
even in the midst of .all the reac-
tion arnd the witch hunt and the
indifference, that is not afraid
to-tell the truth, and tells it,
straight.

down these damned prisons or
put some other class of people
in them. (Stormy applause.)

I want to talk 'a little bit to-
night about the party. The So-
cialict Workers Party represents
a.program, first of all and above
all. This program, as Engels once
expressed it, is the conscious ex-
pression of the unconscious his-
toric process which is operating
relentlessly and inexorably to
transform society from capital-
ism to socialism, But when-we say
that we and our program are the
conscious expression of this un-
conscious historical process, it
does not mean that we are simply
observers, analysts and commen-
tators. Just because we are the
conscious expression of the his-
toric process we also have the

duty to participate in the process|-

and help it along. That’s the dif-
ference between a party of action
in struggle, and a mere circle of
academicians, analysts and ob-
servers. Quite different.

It has also been said by Engels
that we, the Marxists, the revo-
lutionists, represent the future of
the labcr movement in its present.
That is another excellent and
accurate wgzy to present it. But
we doin’t ‘merely represent the
futur: in the present. As active
revolutionists, we strive, by every
means, every day, by every form
of activity, including such great
activities as you carried on in this
election campaign — we strive
to transform the present into the
future at a little earlier date.

Th2 program we stand on goes
back a long way. It is by no
means our invention, by no means
new. It goes back, in an unbroken
line of continuity, to the Com-
munist Manifesto of Marx and
Engels of 105 years ago. Our
party goes back to that program
along an unbroken line of con-

(Continued on page 3)
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NEW YORK, Oct. 30 — One of
its most spirited and best-attended
rallies in years was held here to-
night by the Socialist Workers
Party. in celebration of its 25th
Anniversary and the wind-up of
the party’s city - election: cam-
paign.

The rally responded enthu-
stastically to the words of David
L. Weiss, candidate for mayor,
Joyce Cowley, candidate for
comptroller, and Catherine Grat-
ta, candidate for President of the
Clty Council, who ably chaned the
meeting.

James P. Cannon,' National
Chairman of the SWP and' its
founder, was the principal
speaker.

Discussing the accomplishments
of the party’s election campaign,
Weiss said that “during this cam-
paign we spoke on radio and TV
to huwndreds of thousands of peo-
ple. T am convinced that hundreds
of them were won toward our
ideas. I'am ‘equally convinced that
many more times that number
will be won tomorrow.”

Pointing to the low registra-
tion, Joyce Cowley said, “This
expresses the widespread belief
that none of the major parties
or. . will. do
anylhirg ‘abdut th ploblems “of
the workers. It was a privilege
for me to express the ideas of our
party in this campaign. It was an
opportunity to express the feel-
ings of the workers who today
remain silent. Tomorrow that
silence will turn into a mighty
roar of protest.”

The entire audience arose in a
spontaneous ovation as Catherine
Gratta introduced James P. Can-
non, “the man without whom the
25-year Thistory of American
Trotskyism truly could not have
been written.” (The full text of
his stirring address begins in an
adjacent column.)

NEW FRIENDS ATTEND

Along with the many active
party members and sympathizers
who uttended, scores of new
friend« participated who were
brought by shopmates or fellow-
students or were attracted by
radio announcements.

The spirit of the meeting was
eloquently expressed by the gen-
erous Tesponse to Catherine Grat-
ta’s appeal for funds to aid the
SWP activities. $144 was eol-
lected.

The rally opened with splendid
renditions of American labor and
folk songs and Spanish Civil War
songs by Tlmoteo, talented young
guitarist and singer.

At the conclusion of the meet-
ing, the participants gathered

‘hour week at 40 hours” ‘pay "and

Spirited Rally Climaxes
SWP Campaign in N.Y.

around TV sets
Weiss and the American Labor
Party candidate for mayor being
interviewed on the Barry ' Gray
program. To the question, “What
is the difference between your
parties?”, Weiss underscored the

anti-capitalist nature of. the SWP.

program, while Clifford McAvoy
explained that the ALP “sup-
portq the \present economic sys-
tem”
major parties into “keeping their
promises.”

18,365 VOTES
FOR BARBARIA
IN S.F. POLL

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov.

3 =

. Frank Barbaria and Mrs. Frances

James, candidates of the Socialist
Workers Party, received 18,365
and 15,259 votes respectively for
Supervisors in Tuesday’s election.
Local = newspapermen declared
themselves “astounded” by the

high votes for Barbaria and Mrs. |

whoe ran on a socialist

James,
i for the 30

anti-war. program,

for an independent labor party.

The total votes cast were 218,-
961, only 57% of the ballots in
the previous election, when the
SWP candidates received about
10,000 votes, or little more than
half of this election’s tally for
Barbaria.

In a hard-hitting campaign, the
Socialist Workers Party here took
its program directly to the or-
ganized workers in the unions.
The two SWP candidates spoke
en the campaign issues before 47
union kodies, as well as 17 other
organizations, including the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People,
United Latin-American Club and
the Smanish-American Club.

“The many individuals who
supported this socialist campaign.
spent many hours going into the
working class distriets, knocking
on. doors and visiting to talk
about the real issues of the elec-
tion — stressing the need for a|
genuine labor party and selling

copies of The Militant, the paper |
that a'ong with the SWP endorsed

the two working class candidates,”
said James Nicholas, campaign
manager for Barbaria and Mrs.
James.
never heard of the SWP before
commented that the most impres-
sive and sincere of all the candi-
dates were Barbaria and Mrs.
James.”

&

and watchedv

and aims to pressure the{ °

“Often persons who hadj

I | . I
Twenty-five years ago, on Nov. 15, 19283,
The Militant wds born. It is a difficult job
to publish a fighting socialist newspaper

in the richest capitalist country in tne
world.

But it 4s precisely in this country that
the powerful ideas of Marxism are most
necessary. The  Militant provided these
ideas to the workers in continuous publica-
tion for over a quarter of a century. This
was an historic achievement.

It would have been impossible without
the valiant .Militant Army. The Militant
Army is composed of devoted and fearless

Aighters who operate in all kinds of
weather — climatic and political.
They are the pluggers who have brought

the Militant to the picket lines in the
periods of stormy labor struggles.

. They faced the cops, the fascists, the
American Legionnaires, the Jim Crow
racist mobs, the company thugs, — and
got the paper to the workers rain or shine.

They braved the gangs of Stalinist hoo-

the Militant Arm

An Editorial .

y! |

ligans, who harrassed and beat our distrib-
utors in the early years, and the goons
of the labor bureaucraey.

They are the people who got subscrip-
tions in house-to-house campaigns, in the
factories, in the unions and sold the paper
on the streets.

They are the people who, especially in
the early years, hocked their valuable pos-
sessmns and went without eating to save
the paper and pay the printer.

They wrote for The Militant from the
firing line of the class struggle. They
didn’t have official titles. They didn’t care
sbout fame. They are the unknown and
unsung heroes of the 25-year history of
The Militant.

We salute the Militant Army on our
26th birthday. This Army will swell its
ranks. It will send its patrols to every
corner of the country wherever labor works
and fights. Join the Militant Army. Sub-
scribe. Get subs from your friends and
shopmates. Get the truth to the workers.
Only the socialist truth can set us free.

Our F ounding Editor

JAMES P.

By George Breitman

Political currents in this coun-
try definitely have shifted since
the Republican sweep in 1952,
The upset election of a Demo-
cratic Congressman in a normally
Republican Wisconsin farm dis-
trict last month was confirmed
by the Nov. 3 elections as the
beginning of a trend toward the
Democrats. This trend points to
the strong possibility that the
Democrats may recover control
cof both houses of Congress in the
1954 elections.
In industrial New Jersey, a
traditional Republican stronghold
in nor-presidential years, a liberal
Democrat, Robert Méyner, won
the governor’s seat by a landslide
over Republican Paul Troast. The
GIOP accepted the backing of the
Hague machine in Jersey City,
and resorted to redbaiting against
Americans for Democratic Action,
which backed Meyner. The Repu-
blicans also got an endorsemeat
of Troast from Eisenhower. But
that didn’t stop the Democrats
from -winning their " first gu-
bernatorial election ‘in the state

CANNON

since 1940.

Elections Show

Eisenhower also endorsed the
GIOP candidate for Congress from
the 6tn District in N. J. This seat,

which the Republicans won by af
has |

54,000 margin last year,
never heen held by a Democrat.
But a little-known Democrat won
on Nov. 3.

MARCANTONIO QUITS ALP

As was expected in New York
City, Robert Wagner, the Tam-
many-New Deal candidate run-
ning with the support of most of
the labor leaders, didn't have
much trouble getting elected
mayor. Rudolph Halley of the
Libera! Pdrty ran third, behind
the Republicans. Halley’s candi-
dacy. looked formidable
three months ago, when it seemed
the conservative ~Impellitteri
would be his Democratic 6p-
ponent, but ‘it wilted when he
ran against a New Dealer like
himself and when he failed to gain
any labor support outside of the
AFL garment workers.

Clifford McAvoy of the Amer-
ican Labor Party., who got 104,000
votes in the contest for City
Councii President two years ago,

| ran fourth with only 54,000 votes.

Thereupon, former Representa-

Shift Away from GOP

ALP state chairman and quit the
party. He said it would become
more “a mimeograph machine
rather than a political party.”
But outside of New York City
there were numerous surprises
in muniecipal contests. In Buffalo,

contests 'too,

crats.

licans

but theirs
fewer and less important than
those chalked up by the Demo-
Viewed as a whole,
trend was away from the Repub-

in both the

Eisenhower staked his prestige
in the Nov. 3 elections by calling
for the victory of all the Repub-
lican candidates, but it didn’t do
kis party or himself any good.
The Democrats, of course, are

were

the

East and

.are -continuing:- The Wiy arme:

only’

tive Vito Marcantonio resigned as
4

the Democrats won the post of
mayor and control. of the City
Council, ending eight years of
Republican rule. In New Haven,
¢ Democratic mayor took over
for the first time in eight
years: In Columbus, a Democrat
upset all predictions by winning
the office of mayor — the first
time in 18 years the GOP lost it.
In Akron, 0., a Democrat became
mayor for the first time in ten
years.

In Cleveland, 0., a Democrat
won in the race for mayor, re-
placing another- Democrat,
Thomas Burke, who was appoint-

ed to the U.S. Senate. But this

too was regarded as-an upset be-
cause the successful candidate ran
without the support of a large
part of the regular Democratic
matchine, and a GOP .victory had
been expected.

GILT BEGINNING TO PEEL
Naturally, - - the
made some

“ Républicans’
gains -in munieipal

artlsts bullt around the general

Midwest. A special election on
Nov. 10 to fill a congressional
seat formerly held by a Repub-
lican in ‘California also has the
GOP high command worried.

It is only one year since Eisen-
hower was elected, and the gilt is
beginning to crack and peel on
the Eisenhower myth. In Septem-
ber the Gallup poll reported that
75% of the people queried thought
Eisenhower was doing a good job
as President (this is not the same
thing as saying that they would

vote for him). But just one
month later, on the eve of the
Nov. 3 election, the same poll

reported a drop to 65% in his
pepularity — the lowest point it
has reached since he took office.

OTHER CONSEQUENCES

This indicates that falling farm|’

prices, cuts in overtime work and
the be'vmmng of layoffs in the
plants are proving more potent
than the - artificial glamor which
the political ad-men and ballyhoo-

the firct ones to benefit from the
decline. in Republican strength.
But the failure of the GOP to
consolidate . and hold onto the
positions won last year will have
other and more far-reaching con-

sequences: It will counteract some

of the moods of pessimism and
conservatism created among the
Wworkers after Eisenhower’s elec-
‘tion, and will encourage workers
te engage in more militant strike
and political actions. And that’s
what’s needed to hasten the day
when the labor movement will
break with the capitalist poli-
ticians who control. the Demo-
cratic Party and fo.m an inde-
pendent ‘labor party to fight in
the true mterests of the workmg
people, :

Secretary of Agriculture Ben-
son has set 42 2/3 cents.an hour |’
as . the * “fair -"and’ rveasonable”
minimum wage - to be «

paid].
Louxsvana. suo'ar cane kaers.

D|suster

By Art Prel"s e

American _capitalism is
heading for dep).ess n'and
war. 'The private profits
system holds ‘oni “mo. hope
for economic security and
peace. The organized working -
class, by taking the fate of this
country into its own hands, alone
is capable of averting catastrophe,
This is the prospect we see
ghead as The Militant enters the =
second quarter - century of 'its
publication. As in our first issue
of Nov. 15, 1928, when we warned
American labor of the depression:
and second world war “that lay -
ahead, so in this issue markmg
our 25th anniversary we tell
American labor: There is no hope
under capitalism.
Socialism alone can C>'uarantee 5
the peace, plenty and security:we.
seek. The means of production
and distribution must belong to |
the peeple as a whole. They must
be operated under the control of -
the workers, - with national plan~ -
ning and without profits. A
The armaments expendlture

torces in . Korea, Japan, . West‘
Germany — half the countries of
the globe, in fact — are being

maintained and -expanded.  Gov=
ernment expenditures remain -
close to their all-time “peacetime”
high. Yet, even the Korean War
level of government spending is
not enough fo keep the American
cap1tahst economy from showing
serious symptoms of decline.

War spending and the speedier
approach of H-Bomb annihilation
are a1l that the Big Business
leaders and their political agents
offer as the means to keep the
shaky economic structure from
speedy collapse.

Thus, €. E. Wilson, former
General Motors president who
heads the Defense Department,
at his latest press conference
reassured his scared fellow-mil-
lionaires and billionaires that
there is always war spending to
fall back on to keep their profits
flowing in at the “normal” rate.
He told them:

“The rumors that defense
spending will, be cut to such a
point that it will adversely affect
business aren’t true.”

INSOLUBLE PROBLEM

If he means “adversely affect
profits,” he may be right, be-
cause the tax laws have been
rigged to keep profits high even
if sales and production decline.
But the workers are already being
adversely affected, by the mil-
lions, through loss of overtime
pay, cutbacks to part-time work
and outright lay-offs. Every
worker waits in trepidation lest
he be next in line for a pink
slip.

At the heart of the insoluble
problem of the profit system — as
The Militant has analysed it for
25 years — is the tremendous
accumulation of idle capital that
Big Business cannot convert into
“useful” — that is, profitable —
capital investments. American
capitalism is being literaly choked
by a titanic total of $88-billion of
working capital that cannot “find
a home.” unless it be in other
lands. ‘That 1is the cancerous
source of war and depression that
fatally afflicts American jm-
perialism. :

Capitalism cannot be cured.
American workers must build a
whole new system of their own.
They must build a party of their
own and a government of their
own to establish the new social
order that history sets as. our
generation’s supreme task

1Sen. McCarthy's inve tag to
‘Cohn and Schine, each dre
a day for their Junke
Lmope last spring inves
subversxon and was
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been preparmg for this Z‘Sth

Workers. Party. Part of .the
preparation was to. look through
the files o The Militant. What
experience! Through these
ears The Militant has become a
storehouse of

e keenegt  revolu-

of -the intert ;

Léon Trotsky,
a regular con-

vages.
was

ug. 21, 1940.

Marxist

(19 28) to.the dav of h1s assassma-
tlon by the Stalinists ifi Mexico

S"tud"nts of Marxism will un-
doubtedly assemble all of Trot-
gky’s writings for The Militant
and"publth them in more acces-

ur M:h ‘ian’

By Mhrry Weiss

birthday . of our paper, which

.‘cmnmdes with the 25th anniversary of the Soeialist

o—

Patriotic Blunders," Trotsk y
of the Second International from
its revisionist roots to its col-
lapsé in the First World War.
The Troot error of the Social

Democracy was also to Substitite

: § i| the conservative national think-
e of their "most lucid con-
§ to socialist thought in
for

ing of the Ilabor bureaucracy
for revolutionary internationalism.
Trotsky said:

“The worker who clearly un-
derstands that the fate of the

entirely depends on the interna-
tional  revolution will fulfil his
duty in relation to the USSR
much more energetlcally than the
workéer who 1§ told thit what we
already possess is nine-tenths of
socialisni.”

The subsequent cqur%e of his-
.ory Showed how the Stalinist
lihe, based on_the theory of So-

Z{cialism in One (‘ountry, demoraliz-

Jan invahi‘ajble tool for
scholar.,

ism: during the commg perlod

"...In these liries, however, ‘we can
dedl only with some of the bakic
coneeptions and principles that
weré formulated in the founding
yearg of . our paper and have
remained our guiding principles

“to this day
STALINIST REVISIONISM )

Volume 1, Number 1 of The
Militant on Nov. 15, 1928, pub-
ingtallment »f
Leon Trotsky’s fundamental work,
the

lished the first

“The Draft Program of
Comirt*ern, A Criticism of Fun

damentals,” In this work, Trot-
sky demolishes the revisionigt
‘theory of establishing socialism
in one backward country, a theory
which means in affect abandon-
ing ‘the .international revolution.

He establishes that this reac

tiondary, nationalist bureaucratic
theory is a break from the whole
theoretical tradition of Marx and

Lénin.

Stalinism, like all revisionigm,

attacked the foundations of Marx

tionary . thinkers. Therefore,

be exnosed.

Trotsky showed how this theo-
retical departure from Marxism-
Leninism could be the source of
future betrayals of the working
class. and would lead inevitably
to the ‘degeneration of the Com-
munist International. In a chapter

1!
Militant files we becﬁme deter-{:
mined to bring to our readers
gsome of theseé treasures of Marx-

ist theory — in the name of Marx
~and Leénin! In this way it covered
itself in the eyes of the workers
with the authority of these revolu-
it
was imperative that thls frand

ed and defeated the worklr)g' class
" in one country aftér another.

WORLD PERSPECTIVE

‘In this ﬁrﬁt mstal!ment of a
“Crltlclsm of Fu
basie world peérspe
ism in -this epoch 38 explamed
Trotsky brings to the center of
his analyeis the rola of United
States capltahsm in ralation to
Europr and the world:

“It is pansely the internationa)
otrength of the United States and
its unhridled expansion resulting
from it, . that compe]s it to include

world among the foundations of
its structure — the antasonism he
tween the East and West.
class qtrugg!es in. 0l Europe.
uprisings -in the colonial masses,
warg and revolution. This om
the one hand transforms the

[

and still mcreasmg' world im-
verialist power.”

Little need be added today to
this remarkable analysis of the
central axts around which capital-
iem is spinning to its destruction.
American imperialism has grown
like a monstrus tumor; it has al-
ready ruined the whole capitalist
world. The revolutionary upsurge
of the post-Second World War
period has already destroyed
every last vestige of historical
stability for the capitalist system.
Now the United States-
stands before the glowing prospect
of a socialist transformation with
depression and ruinous war the
only alternatives the capitalists
can offer,

entitled, “The Theory of So-| In the Nov. 15, 1928, issue of
cialism in One Country as a|The WMilitant the Trotskyists
Séurce of ~ Inevitable Social' counter the Américan Stalinist

@ .

traces the previous degeneration |

Soviet Repubhc and hence his own

nowder magazines throughout the| |

the

United States canitalism int¢ the
hasic counter-revolutionary force
in the present epoch, becoming
constantly more interested in the
maintenance of order in every
corner. of the globe, and on.the
other hand prepares the ground
for a gigantic revolutionary ex-
nlosion of this already dominant

itself
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late twenties and the thirties.
first issue of Nov. 15, 1928, with its declaration, “For the Rus-
sian Opposition!” The Opposition was the militant workers in
the Soviet Union who, under Leon Trotsky’s leadership, foughi

For the Russmn

Ayainsz Opporsunism and Bureaucracy in the Workers Communist Party of Amcrica !

A STATEMENT TO AMERICAN COMMUNISTS BY JAMES 1" CANNON, MARTIN ARERN AND MAX SHACHTMAN
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* the Stalinist degeneration. Other headlines tell of the great
strike victory of Minneapolis Truckdrivers Local 544 in 1934,
the Trotskyist campaign calling for a working-class united
front against Hitler, and Roosevelt’s

574 Acts in
Enforcément

M--rwﬂ“'ois‘tdmn‘

moves toward dictatorial

illusions about the health and
durability of the capitalist boom.
They show how the boom  has
already developed the elements of
a bust and forecast the great
crigis of 1929:

“American capitalism is about
to reach the apex of its growth. .
further expansion leads Amemcan
capitalism to further and more
drastic attacks upon the standards
of life of the American masses
and to an attempt at an armed
redivision of the world market
and spheres of imperialist domi-
nation, both of which only further
intensify these contradictions

leading to the downfall of Amexr-

ican irhperialism. In the light of
the above, the present economic
depression must itnevitably be-
come the forerunner of a deep-
The depression
cannot be viewed merely as a
‘normal’ ¢yclical depression hav-
and ~passing
effects. On the contrary, because
of the qualitative changes which
in American

going ¢risis. . .

ing chly slight

are taking place
capitalist economy every such

cyclical_ depg'ession intensifies to
the highest degree the contradic-
tions “of capitalism, undermines

the deeper the entire structure

. Ta defend the USSR ae the maln fortress
of the world proletariat, agalust;sll atsaults
of world Imperialisrm snd of Huernat
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duty of every
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ism. Other headlines tell of the Socialist Workers Party’s fight
’ t fascism in Aimerica, leading a series of huge demon-
strations against native fascists, like Father Coughlm’s Chris-
tian Front, from Neéw York to Los Angeles in 1939,

| American capitalism would be
| false.

| ing capitalist imperialism.”

‘t years of The Militant.

eventually leading to dee‘p-gqing
crises.”

Two years later when the “deep
crisis’” was in full swing the
American Stalinists turned 180
degrees. From pessimism regard-
mg the prospects of the Amer-
jeari workers, from opportunist
enchantment with the flashy
capitalist boom of the twenties,
they switched to the ultra-left
insanity of the “Third Period.”

They depicted the situation as
immediately trevolutionary and
squandered the resources of the
radical movement in wild adven-
tures based on bureaucratically
conceived timetables - and orders
to “take to the streéts and fight
for power.”

OUR MARXIST ANSWER

The Militant of Feb. 15, 1931
gives a Marxist answer to this
ultra-left phrasemongering of the
Stalinists:

“The crisis still continues in its
downward ~sweep. But to
present this as the final crisis of

It is still the world
dominant power within a declin-

Showing how the economic
crisis, which put m@llions of
workers on the breadlines, has be-
come a social crisis of world
capitalism the Militant made a
vealistic appraisal of the situa-
tion:

“There is not a ‘widespread
workers radicalization,” nor a
‘revolutionary upsurge of the
American masses’ at the present
time, To proceed from such a
fictitious analysis can lead only
+0o fundamentally false conclu-
sions and isolation. . . But the
gituation is full of promising
potentialities for a rise in the
labor movement, for its entering
into a more active resistance and
struggles for its n;eds.”

This forecast of the coming
awakening of the lahor movement
from its state of shocked help-
lessness’ in the depression to a
new wmilitant upsurge was con-
stantly hammered at in the early

The platform of the Communist
Opposition  (Trotskyists), pub-
lished on Feb. 15, 1929, says:
“The main reservoir of labor
militancy is the masses of un-
gkilled and semi-skilled workers
in the unorganized basic 1n-
dustries. . . The party must turn
its face to these unorganized
masses, put itself at the head of
their strugles and lead in the
work of organizing them into new
industrial unions. In this
protracted struggle on all fronts
extending over a period of years
the decisive break of the workers
with the ideology of capitalism
will be effected and the genuine
class movement of the workers
will be built.”

These were the two points that

the first: 1) Organize industrial
unions; 2) Break with the ideology
and pohtlcs of capitalism.

The Trotskyists were always
fighters in the class struggle.
They were never mere sideline
critics. All the work of the found-
ing years laid the basis for ar
independent revolutionary party
of tha American workers that
participates in the mass strug-
gles of the workers every day.
Comrade Cannon, founder of the
Socialist Workers Party and the
Militant’s first editor, wrote in
the Feb. 15. 1931 issue on the
effect of the boom of the twenties
on American radicals:

“The post-war prosperity, which
depressed the entire labor move-
ment to a low point, facilitated
this passive attitude. ‘Nothing is
kappening. Let us wait and see’
bhecame a sort of platform for
many during this period. People
who had been concerned with the
problem of making a revolution
turned to the problem of making
a living while awaiting further
developments. But what now? The
economic crisis is smashing all
this calm routine.”

Declaring that “revolutionary
health requires exercise” Canmon
pointzd the way to active par-
ticipation of the revolutionists mn
the preparatorv struggles for the
“time of storm” that lay ahead.

As the wheels of production
came to a virtual halt and America
took on the avpearance of a
country afflicted by some gr:at
and devastating plague, the labor
movement was confronted by tlie
life and death struggle to survive
and to take up the fieht for the
reeds of the unemploved. The
Militant called for immediate and
adequate Government relief. On

‘creating a special secret federal

O“anda for the overthrow of the
government, the Fish Committee
was in reality an expedient to
distract attention from the misery
of the unemployment crisis. . . It
is imperative to arouse the widest
vossible movement against this
Fish Committee. . . Elihu Root
has already advanced the idea of

police . . . to spy more effectively
over the levolutmnaly work-
ers . . . the coming storm and

siress perlod m the class qtruggle
will mark more and more vicious
attempts to place heavier shackles
on the labor movement. The De-
partment of Justice will be more
éxten'qively subsidized and its
stoel-pigeon actlvmeq re-enforced.
ke industrial espionage system
will be intensified. . . The eriminal
syndicalism and seﬂition laws of
the various states will be brought
into more frequent play.”

With the approach of World
War 11, the Federal Smith “Gag”
Act supplanted the repressive
state laws. It was used for the
first time in 1940 to prosecute 18
Trotskyist and union leaders of
Minneapolis and to jail them for
their opposition to capitalist war.

The Militant has waged a strug-
gle for the defense of all victims
of the witch-hunt persecution
down through the years. From
the struggle for the release of
Mooney and Billings to the de-
fense today of the Stalinist vie-
tims of tBe Smith Act tridls, the
Militant has fought for the basic
princinie of working - class soli-
darity in defense of civil liberties.
. The fact that the Stalinists
systematically violate this prin-
¢iple, as they did in the Min-

damning proofs of the treacherous
character of their party.

The Trotskyist movement is a
revolutionary movement. There-
fore it has always been a move-
ment of youth. On June 1, 1929,
the Militant published the first
letter from Leon: Trotsky on

tion.” In this letter, he said:

“Every member of the Opposi-
tion  organization should be
obliged to have under his guidance
several young workers, boys from
14 to 15 up, to remain in con-
tinual contact with them, help
them in their self-education, train
them in theé questions of scientifie
socialism, and systematically in-
troduce them to the revolutionary
politics of the proletarian van-
guard . Those who are afraid
of rough work we don’t want. The
calling of a revolutionary Bol-
shevik imposes obligations.
first of these obligations is to
struggle for the proletarian youth,
to clear a road to its most op-
pressed and neglected strata,
They stand first under our ban-
ner.”

As we embark on the second
25 years of our fight for socialism
the Militant will rally the work-
ing-class youth of the generation
to the revolutionary banner. The
vouth of today are looking for a
revolutionary philosophy and pro-
gram.- They are disgusted and
repelled by the decay of the
capitaiist world which can offer
them no better future than
atomic war and depression. Our
paper and the Socialist Workers
Party will find a road to the
worker and student youth with

neapolis trials, is one of the most

the sceialist message of hope and
strugele.

Chicago Militant salesmen are
warming up for the 25th An-
niverserv Militant Mobilizations
to begin Nov. 8.
Literature Agent
Alice Wiley reports
sales of 77 papers in
the past week. “We
feel we are making
a good beginning
for the national sub
campaign,” she
writes. “This week
Bert, Marj and Jacki
«0ld 14 Militants at
an NAACP member-

shiv rally.
“Benny sold five copies at the

University of Chicago. FHlaine
sold 13 copies at the CIO-PAC
rally. And 25 copies were sold
on one of the newsstands. In our
work on the South Side semi-
slum area we sold 20 Militants.
and one sub was sold.

“Comrades Dee, Mari, Bert.
Alice, Mot, Bennv, Bernie, Jacki
and Elaine participate in* this
door to door work each Satnrday
afternoon. ‘The Chicaco slums,
what to do about them?’ and our
proegram is our major talking
voint. We find this an excellent
nroiect which will eventually nav
off in new recruits to socialist
ideag.”

Minneanolis writes to increase
their Militant bundle order in
reparation for Anniversarv sales.
Literature Agent Helen. Shermsn
writes, “This is a starter. We
hove to increase it still more.
Took for another extra order for
the Militant Anniversarv issue
when the time approaches.

“The new subh sent in from the
office last week wasg obtained bv
Millie from one of her reegular
customers at the Liabor Temnle.
Consistent gales in front of a
nmion hall make new readers for
The Militant and new friends for
soeiaiism. Over a neriod of time,
here jn Minneannlis, Millie has
made this record. She also broueht
n one of the enclosed renewals.
The one-vear renewal comes
from a militant convinced soeial-
‘ot friend who lives out of town.”
Helen renorts gnod sales also of
Fourth Tnternational. theoretical
maeazine of American Trot-
skvism.

‘Conu'ratulatmns zo to the com-

Deec. 1, 1930, we outlined the
program for a fundamental steug-
gle against unemployment:

THE 30-HOUR WEEK

“The central point in such a
nroecram must he the SIX-HOUR
DAY AND THE FIVE-DAY
WEFK WITH NO REDUCTION
IN PAY! If the 8-hour day was
the slogan of the militants 50
vears ago, the 30-hour week is an
even more timely one today, in
consideration of the technical
advance of industrv alone.”

This demand, which has become
known in the modern laha-
movement as 30 hours work for
40 ‘hours pay, was the startine
noint for the elaboration of the
whole proeram of transitional
demands and slogans such_as the
cost-of-livine escalator clause of
American Trotskvism which has
entered into the, consciousness
and experience of the American
workino class.

attacked the
one of the.

Fish Committee
first Congressional

witeh-huntine bodies:.

the Trotskyists .fought for from

“Commissioned by Congress to
. propa-

mvest gate Communist..

On July 26, 1930 the Militant |-

CHICAGO
Thanksgiving
Civil Rights Banquet
Speaker:

M. Marteh
Turkey Dinner with all the
Trimmings $1.25
HA 7-0403 Nov. 21

rades in Flint who sent in 16
Militant subs in -the past two
weeks. This response indicates
2ood possibilities  for the coming
Militant mobilizations.

New York wound up its, Mili-
tant sales and distributions in
connection with the local election
campaign this week. Literature
Agent Murray Forbes reports that
over 1,200 copies of the election
campaign issue of The Militant
were distributed to workers at
street meetings, forums, and
rallies this past week. He writes:
C“At many of these meetings
the appearance of The Militant
evoked a sympathetic response.
Many workers who have never
heard of The Militant before
have become acquainted with it as
a resvlt of its widespread dis-
tribution, sales, and constant
reference to it by our candidates
over radio and TV. The Militant
has become synonymous in -the
minds of hundreds of workers
with a fighting party and a so-
cialist program.

“Here is the week’s roundup:
Oct. 27, 800 papers were dis-
tributed at an ALP rally by
Johnny T., Johnny A., Manny and
Meryl. Oct. 28, a distribution by
three comrades at a CIO rally
for Wagner, Oct. 30, at an ex-
tremely well attended and highly
enthusiastic combination rally of
the Socialist Workers Party,
celebrating the windup of its
local election campaign and the
25th anniversary of the party, 60
copies of The Militant were sold.

“Nov. 1, Pauline and Berta sold
10 covies at an election forum
held by the Community Church.
Here, as at previous meetings,
The Militant was recognized by
those attending the forum. On
Oct. 30, David L. Weiss; appear-
ing on Barry Gray’s television
show, had a chance to show the
front page of the latest issue of
the paper to the television
audience. Once again this served
as an indelible reminder that
The Militant. is
fighting for workers’ demands and
fearlescly expressing the truth,”

PHILADELPHIA
Fri. Night Forum
presents a talk on -
The Crisis in
British Guiana
Speaker:

Militant Staff Writer
Fri., Nov. 13, 8:30 P.M.

Militant Labor Hall
1303 West Girard Avenue

Questions, ‘Discussion
__— Admission Free —
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tinuity, and by that same token
is connected in its actions with all
the actions and efforts of all the
working class of all countries of
the world for 105 years; and all
their experiences, all their viec-
tories and defeats, are assimilated
and generalized into the program
of the party today, and are a part
of “ our strength and our con-
fidence.

More specifically, in this coun=
try, the Socialist Workers Party
gaes back to all the great strug-
gles and mevements of the past,
of the American working eclass,
and represents their tradition too.
So we speak here not only for
ourselves. We speak for all those
who went before us and broke the
trails for us, and whose barner
we carry, and whose cause we
represent.

We are the direct descendants
and the sole heirs of the Hay-
markat martyrs of 1886, the
pioneer fighters for the eight-
hour day, to whom every union
man who enjoys a shorter work-
day ard union conditions today,
whether he knows about it or not,
whether he ever heard their
names or not, owes a debt of
gratitude that some day will be
recognized. We go back to the old
Secialiet Party of the time of
Debs, which roused a whole

ow Socialist

generation , to an elementary
undehtandmg of the class strug-
gle, and to the movement which
they «created, which made it

possible for us to build on, and

to be here today. We are the
direct descendants and heirs of
the old IWW, the heroic IWW of
Bill Haywood and Vincent St.
John and Frank Little.

And we are also the heirs and
the sole continuators of the early
Communist Party in this country,
whicn was founded in 1919. It
grew up out of the left wing of
the Socialist Party which had
fought the struggle against the
first imperialist war, and out of a
section of the IWW' which had
suffeved persecution of all kinds
in its
the war and the pre-war period.

That whole movement of left-
wing radicalism of the American
workers which was unified and
given a sharpened program by
the great Russian Revolution of
1917, was all brought together
and concentrated in the Com-
munist Party as it was launched
in 1919. That's where we come
from. We come from the party
that took shape in the fight
against the first imperialist war,
out of the cadres of American
radical workers who first respond-
ed to the great Russian Revolution

led by Lenin and Trotsky.

Tha Origin of Our Party

‘The Socialist Workers Party
is" the heir of all of that. It
represents all of that. And we
can say proudly that in its 25
years it has, represented it
honorably and creditably. Tn addi-
tion to all that has gone before
us, on which we built, and which
is part of our strength and our
confidence, we have made our own
contribution in 25 years of battle.

"We date the origin of our party
to 25 years ago, because it was
at that point when it seemed, for
a time, that the .chain of con-
tinuity of the revolutionary move-
ment and of revolutionary thought
and Yevolutionary program was
almost broken. Under the impact
of world events, the reaction that
sét in after the first revolution-
ary post-war wave, the old pro-
gram of revolution, the old prs-
gram of Lenin, was revised and
discarded by the usurping eclique
of Stalin that had gained power
in the Soviet Union,

“Fhe. Communist - Party in this
country had been softened up by
the ‘long prosperity, the long
period of hopes deferred. Its
leadership had turned conser-
~vative and Stalinized — and it
seemed for a moment that con-
tinuous line of revolutionary
activity according to the program
of Marxism was suddenly about
to break. But not everybody gave
way. Not everybody capitulated.

Those who resisted the degen-
eration in this country found in-
spiration and guidance from the
writings of Trotsky in far-away
Russia. Trotsky was conducting
the great heroic fight against the
degeneration, against the revision
and discarding of the program.
And we who heard his voice, who

_had the opportunity, after many
years of suppression, to get hold
of his writings, revolted against

" the Stalinist degeneration of the
Commtern and of the Communist
Party in this country. We raised
the banner of Trotsky on October
27, 1928,

That’s why we trace the origin
of our party, the origin of the
SWIP as a distinet party, of our
own making and our own building,
to that day, 25 years ago this
week, when a small group in the
Communist Party naised the
banner of Trotsky and his pro-
gram. They expelled us for that,
and we struck out on a new road,
to build a new party, to replace
the ove that has been corrupted
and degenerated, to build a new
party on the old program.

The issues that were raised
that day, at that meeting, have
been put to the test of 25 years —
and surely, those have been the
biggest and the most eventful
years in all history. I think no
one can deny tonight that the test
has shown who was right and who
was wrong. You have it vividly
illustrated at this very meeting
in the speech of David Weiss, re-
counting the campaign of the So-
cialist Workers Party against the
whele capitalist war set-up and
his scornful denunciation of the
campaign program of the miser
able Communist Party, wiping the
spittle of Wagner off their faces

and still saying “vote for
Wagner.” :
In that alone is strikingly

illustrated the verdict on the
dispute that was raised in the
meeting 25 years ago — who
would be revolutionary and who
would capitulate. And by show-
ing who was. right, and who was
wrong, the events of the last 25
years have shown to whom the
future belongs. The future
belonge to those who link them-
selves with the progressive course
of the historic process and help it
along. The future belongs to
those who stand firmly by the
program.

That wasn’t so clear to many
people in October 1928. Now, if
some comrades, feeling the weight
of the long war-boom and the
conservatizing effect of it on the
working class, and on the labor

strikes and bdttlgs during'

movement, and the accumulated

witch hunt — if they find that it
is not so easy to stand firm for
revolutionary principles and to
bé active and aggressive for them
— if you think it’s difficult now,
I can tell you there have been
harder times.

There have been harder times
to be a revolutionary socialist, and
October 1928 was one such time.
The situation then was some-
what different from now. Cer-
tainly the ptrospects  for social-
ism didn’t look very promising
to anybody. And many got dis-
couraged and lost all perspective
of the future. The reason was
they saw things from too close a
view — what was before their
eyes — and did not see them in
process, with g historical perspec-
tive and a Marxist analysis.

Why, in 1928, don’t you know?
—- there were people who thought
that the boom was going to last
forever! The world situation
seemed to have turned definitively
to the stabilization of capitalism.
The grveat promise that had been
raised by the Russian Revolution
of 1917, which carried with it a
great revolutionary wave across
Europe for five years, had finally
subsided. The Russian Revolution
survived, but it was isolated in a
capitalist world. The German

| revolution, which had been count-

ed upcr as the great veinforce-
ment, which would seal the doom
of capitalism all over Europe,
which had every possibility of
success, had been deféated finally
in 1923 for lack of a revolutionary
party capable of leading it to

" The Stahmst gang in the Soviet
Union, limited and narrow in
their outlook, concerned only with
their own privileges, abandoned
all hope of the international
revolution. They began to think
only in national terms and evolved
a new “theory,” revising Marx
and Lenin and their theory of the
international revolution develop-
ing in stages from one country to:

another until it engulfed the world

and transformed the world. They
evolved the monstrous. conception
of “socialism in one country,” bX
which they really meant — revi-
sionigts never tell the truth, they
never say what they really mean,
they always speak in double-
talk — what they really meant
was: no revolution outside of
Russia.

One revolution is enough, they
thought; let us try to save what
we have here, come to terms with
the capitalists for the status quo
in the rest of the world, and
transform the communist parties
from revolutionary organizations
aiming to lead the masses in
revolution into miserable pres-
sure groups in the service of
Soviet diplomacy. That was the
program foisted, step by step,
upon the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union by the Stalinists
in the period of reaction in the
twenties. This monstrous revision-
ism and betrayal -— revisionism
has always been the prelude to be-
trayal — culminated in 1927 with
the expulsion, from the Com-
munist Party, of Trotsky and the
other great leaders of the Revo-
lution.

Here in the United States the
iong boom of the twenties, with
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effects of the reaction and the

victory as Lenin’s party did ia
Russia.

And on' the basis of that
terrible defeat, capitalism got
re-stabilized in Europe. Reaction
set in. In one country after an-
other, the labor movement, the
communist movement was pushed
backward. And in America, the
great hoom of the twenties was
roaring along at such an un-
precedented rate that almost
everybody began to believe — it’s
hard Jor you to realize it now,
perhaps, or to recall it, after the
experiences later — but almost
everybody believed, including the
capitalists  themselves! — they
thought that out of their own
thick heads they had found the
solution of the contradictions of
capitalism. And the economists in
the colleges were writing, writ-
ing, writing: “Marx has been
refuted! American capitalist gen-
ius hos solved the problem!”

And Social - Democrats from
Germany sent delegations over
here to study the working; of
American capitalism, so that they
could go back home and tell their
own capitalists: Why don’t you
do like that and solve the problem
and then we won’t need a revol-
ution or anything like that! And
every labor faker in the country
was sure that what was going
on then would go on forever.
And virtually all the Neaders of
the Communist Party eventually
got reconciled to the idea that the
Marxist prognosis of eontradic-
tions of capitalism leading to
crisis and revolution were mno
longer operating in this country,
that the “old books” didn’t have

How the CP Was Softened Up

{ gram of Socialism in one country

| believe the program will carry us

the answer any more.

no intervening erisis, softened
up the Communist Party in this
country and got it ready for the
corruption of Stalinism. The
leaders of the Communist Party
became convinced that there could
be no revolution in this country
in the foreseeable future; that
the United States, in” any case,
was an “exception” to the Marx-
ist law.

Now I must say the theory of
the leaders of the Communist
Party, as it was evolved in that
long, difficult period of the boom
2nd ¢the prosperity, was agreed
to, by nearly everybody else in
the country. That was almost a
unaniwmous opinion. ‘

But we didn’t agree. A few of
us didn’t agree. A few of us had
read “the books.” And from the
books we derived a theory and a
conviction that what was before
our eyes was only temporary and
superficial. We held on to the
old theory that the contradictions
of capitalism would explode and
upset it and create the conditions
for revolution.

In the very first issue of The
Militant, comrades, in the very
first issue of our Militant publish-
ed a few days after we were ex-
pelled froim the Communist Party,
we printed an assertion that the
boom which had everybody
fascinated, already showed signs
of cracking and was heading for
a bust and a2 crisis. And that this
crisis would shake U.S. capital
ism to its foundations and that
out of that crisis and the misery
and oppression and horrors that
would follow would come a new
working class. And a new labor
movement and the conditions for
building a revolutionary party.

And we said about the Soviet
Union and the Stalin program, in
our first number of The Militant
25 years ago: The Stalinist pro-

is a rovisionist betrayal of Marx-
ism. The Trotsky program of in-
ternational revolution is realistic
and right and we will support it
at all costs, no matter how small
our ntimbers may be, because we

to victory in the end.

And we said that the issue
would not be decided by the vote
at the meeting where we made our
declaration and were expelled
from the Communist Party. We
said we would support the pro-
gram of international revolution
as advanced by Trotsky, and on
that rock we would build 2 new
party in this country. That’s
what we started out to do 25
years ago.

‘on the radio. We couldn’t dream
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The second imperialist world war has ended. Six
. years of wholesale slaugh and d have

8!

against the people of Japan.
The din of battle has ceased. Mankind now must contein-
plate the destruction and the ruin, the pain and the heartbreak,

“the end -of the carnage, not so much with joy as with a sease
of reliéf that it has come to an end. They do not and cannot
Jeel secure. Over their celebrations, like a lowering cloud, hangs
2 foreboding of things yet to come. Here in America,
whefe the  civitian populition has been spared the monsttous
agony endured for long, unbroken years by the peoples ol
Europe and Asia, joy that the war has ended is also tinged
with dread for the future.

Revulsion and Anxiety

. The atomic bombmg of the fapanese cities of Humhm\a
and Nagasaki, with a combined population of- 600,000 men,
women and children, has sent a wave of; revulsion and anxiety
%hronghout the world, especially among the toiling populations

that mankind has been saved from total annihilation in World

* War_ 1l only because the atomic -bomb was invented so late!

. There is also the conviction, ameunting to eertainty, that another
world war. will mean the doom of the human race.

Hatred: of imperialist war, and fear of what the future

holds, is driving the workers to revolutionary political con-

K 1o prevent this. at all costs—They want to side-
" track the workers from the struggle 10 end the capitalist system
and establish socialism, which is the only sure guarantee that
_anotger war will be impossible. R 3

Only World Socialism Can Save Mankind From
Atomic Destruction In. Another Imperialist War .
Workers Of Amerlca' You Must Take Power Into Your Own Hands' i

'WORKERS, FARMERS — TOILERS OF AMERICA! |

been broughl to an awful climax with the discovery |
+ of the atomic bomb and its use, with fnglnful cffecl, .

. Which the war has caused. People in every land arc celebrating |

who are the principal victims of war. It is universally- realized | ;

clusions. The imperialist rulers, Who alone have profited from

NO P|

THE ONLY VICTOR

very begmnlng, up tu th tinte. gy Lﬁ scovery. Uiy l\nu\\n abo
to the capitalist ruling class of Canada, which likew ise, tooh
part in the project.

Here is an issue of The Militant famous round the world.
While the capitalist and Stalinist press hailed the close of World
War II as the dawn of “enduring peace,” we told the truth:

seetel” il that “any nation could learn the secret in about five
yedrs of c\pmmenunon assuming it had access to the neces-
Ty W materials.”

. |America Wnll Not Escape

‘| immense distances in the form of a jet*propelled rocket that

the antagonisms has shifted. War is the end result of the ceasew
less capitalist hunt for profits, markets, colonies, sphercs ofine

agreements among the imperialist bandits, The League of
Nations could not prevent war. It was dead and buried before
World War Il broke out. The United Nations organization
will not be able to prevent a third world war. Its very formula
of “peace by force” implies war’ and not peace. ln unguarded
moments the imperialists admit that lhc) know of fio way to
prevent war The admission is implicit in the maintenance of’
gigantic armaments. First W, aﬁhmgmn dispatches on_the atomic
bomb quoted olficial quarters as sa)mg this new weapon would
“revolutionize all future warfare.” Couid an)thing oe plainer?”

-~
Nor should any man deceive himself that América will
escape the annihilating blasfs of the atemic bomb in a future
war. Air power and sca ‘power will afford no sure protection.
Scientists already tell us that an air force will not be necessary.
to carry this new missile on its deadly mission.. It will be fjred

will speed 10 its taigat at a lightning rate and with unerring
accuracy. New York or Detroit or Los Angeles \\1“ be -as
“alnerable as Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

It is at this point that the liberal apologists and defendcrs
of the bloody capitalist systenr come forward to e\p]am that
the new weapon makes future wars “unthinkable,” because its
extensive use would mearn the utter annihilation of the humag
tace. Thus.another dangerous illusion is sown,

After World War | these same liberals declared that ane

other war was “unthinkable.” Now that mankind has suffered

’| another terrible blood-bath, do they seek to inguire why tha

“unthinkable” came to pass? They do not. For honest inquiry
leads straight to the conclusion that under capnahsm wars are
inevitable and inéscapable, and that once’war begins all the
diabolical instruments of killing and destruction are brought inte
play. The liberal fakers are employed, and generously paid; ta
cover up for capitalism, to mislead the masses by sowing illus
sions, and thus divert them from the struggle for socialism
which alone can end the horfors of war for all time. That is
why, while quaking in their shoes at the realization of what
the atomic bomb means, the) can only mutter \l\e sensc\es: m-
cantation that a new war is-“unthinkable.”
THRY. know of no way!

a new and more horrible world

Bur 0 s =T HE W
‘REVOLUT[SN a way AYORTHE rt:lALls‘J:
/ :'mi i
|No Time to Lose! L - T

] s
“There Is No Peace.” We pointed out on Aug. 18, 1945, that

war was in the making unless

the workers take pewer and establish socialism.

admit then, that it was not easy
at the start. The Stalinists gave
us a rough. time. We were only
a2 handful of people. They ex-
pelled us. They broke up our
meetings, When we tried to hold a
meeting they brought in a mob
and broke up meeting after mget-
ing, and beat up all the Trot-
skyjsts. Beat us up on the streets.
Burglarized our houses. In -the
same Daily Worker that is today
boosting Wagner, the Democrat,
for Mayor, they slandered us
every day as “agents of American
imperialism” and “counter-revolu-
tioniste.”

That sounds funny now doesn’t
it? That the supporters of
Wagner, that the finks who broke
strikes during the Second World
War; that the finger men of the
FBI, during the war; that the
advocates of the ihcentive pay
speed-up of the workers during
the war that these people
called us “4gents of American
imperialism” and “counter-revolu-
tionists” 25 years ago! 1 say it
sounds funny now but it wasn’t
so furmny then.

We were isolated and alone
They had the audience; they had
the daily press; they had the ap-
paratus; they had the money —
and nobody was listening to us. It
makes me laugh ironically when
I hear people say these days:
“What’s the use of Tunning an
eldetion  eampaign, nobody s
listening to you.” I wonder what
such faint-hearted people would
have said in 1928, when we tried
to explain the problems arising
out of the great theoretical fight
in the Russian Communist Party,
and nobody weuld listen because
nobody was interested.

Did I say nobody listened?
That’s not quite correct. A few
listened. And a few more. And out
of our constant pounding and
pounding and talking and talking
whether the people would listen or
not, we assembled the original
cadres of this party. People listen
now a hundred and a thousand
times more. We didn’t have the
forces for an election campaign
then. We couln’t dream of getting

of having a méeting 6f this
size, to say nothing of having a

I'll admit now what T wouldn’t

But we had something else. We
had conviction in our program,
and that’'s a mighty strong prop
of support. In the fight for So-
cialism you have to encounter and
expect difficulties. You have to
expect hard times on some occa-
sions. But you can stand them
on certain conditions — if you
have 3 clear historical perspective,
if you are not overwhelmed by the
events of the moment but see
in the events of the moment that

| a different thing is preparing for

tomorrow. If you have a clear
historical perspective and a clear

1| head you can be a revolutionist
|| under any conditions. Of course, it
Yl helps too if you have a good
1} “belly” too as the boys say. That

What We Had for Support

television audience in those days.

very difficult to be a consistent
revolutionist in good times and
bad.

We had.all that in the early
days. That’s a fact. And we still
have it. And in addition, we had
on our side in that unequal fight
in the beginning, we had the
greatest political thinker of
modern times. That "was Com-
rade Trotsky. That made the dif-
ference. -

When we started our fight he
was Ip exile in Alma Ata, in
Asian Russia, thousands of rmles
away. We had no contact with
him but we had some of his writ-
ings in our hands, his ecriticism
of the program. That was our
only connection with him at the

helps. As a matter of fact, if yon
haven’t got a good “belly” it’s

‘

start. Later on, after he was

contact with Trotsky and had him
and his advice and his thinking
all the time.

And we still have Trotsky,
despite the fact that the Stal
inists finally assassinated him
The greatest political thinker, the
‘Lleates" evolutionist, the most
Féroidiitan of modern times -—
y- finally assassinated him.in
1940 But we still have Trotsky’s
writings as our guide.

And we are convinced by all
the evidence that the whole course
of world development in the last
25 years has confirmed Trotsky's
analysis. The stabilization of
capitalism . in 1928, which the
Stalinists took for permanent,
which was supposed to last in-
definitely, lasted only one more
year. Just one year and 2 days
after T made my speech in that
Stalinist Central Comimittee meet-
‘ng, and told them that this
boom would not last and would
ron into a crisis which could
change the whole thing and open
up the perspectives of the revolu-
tionary party — just one year
and two days after we were ex-
pelled and organized the original
nuclens of the SWP, the great
boom blew up.

market erash sent its rever-
berations throughout the world,
and capitalism began to writhe in
its death agony of crisis and war
and revolution from which it can
never be extricated. We were con-
fident of that when we started
out 25 years ago. Today, on our
25th anniversary, we are meore
confident - than ever for firmer
reasons and with stronger proofs
from all the events of the past 25
years.

‘We are frequently spoken of
as ‘“ontimists.” Throughout the
labor movement we Trotskyists
have become known far and wide
in thece 25 years because we have
been active on many fronts. They
all see the Trotskyists always
with the same attitude and the
same spirit, and our™ “optimism”
has been frequently noted and
spoken about by friends as well
as by enemies.” “The Trotsky-
ists,” they say, “are very optimis-
tic people.” Now, there’s a certain
justification for this opinion of
us, but it shouldn’t be taken one-
sidedly. We are not cheerful idiots
by any means. We are not
optimittic about everything. Our
optimism is a diseriminating,
selective, reasonably based optim-

On October 29, 1929, the stock

ism.

Pessimists and Optimists -

About some things we are
pessimistic. For example, we are
pessimistic and have not a trace
of confidence in the future of
capitalism. In that, I think, we
have a common bond with the
highes* braing of American
capitalism who are very doubtful
in their own minds too. They don’t
know what’s going to be, and
say so frankly in their financial
organs. In 1928 they were all
happy . and  confident, “but now
they’re ~all full: of doubts and
gloom, and they wish somebody
would tell them that things are
not as bad as they look. We can’t
tell -them that .‘because. -we're
honest, we always tell the. truth,
and the truth is ‘that things are
worse than they look for capital-
ism. That'’s aT] we can tell them.
We have not a trace of confidence
in the future of capltahrsm in this
country or in any other country.

On the other hand, we are
optimistic and for good sound
reasons, about the prospects of
revolution in all countries, in-
cluding this one. )

‘We are pessimistie, profoundly
pessimistic, about anybody’s
chances to revise the basic pro-
gram upon which our party and
cur world movement has been
founded and built. Our party was
born in struggle against Stalinist
revisionism, don’t forget that.
Our party began in a doctrinal
struggle against a revision of the
Marxist program. The party was
steeled and strengthened in a
great doctrinal battle against
Burnhamite - revisionism in 1939-
1940 in the last year of Trotskv
life, when he directly participated
and Jed the party in our fight
against the revisionists. In the
course . of these and other doec-
trinal  battles we became real

deported to Turkey, we got direct

the name,

Trotskyites, and proud to bear.

Trotsky's teachings have been
assimilated into our flesh and
blood and bone. His teachings
have sustained us for 25 years,
and enabled us to stand up against
all pressures, and to endure all
hardships, and still persevere and
continue and fight and hope and
believe in the future. And if some-
one asks: “What are the chances
now to change us after all this,
to ‘revise’ us so to speak, at this
late date?” We .would have to
answer pessimistically: “No
chance + whatever.” The Trot-
skyites are fixed the way they
are and there’s no chance to

tamper with their orthodox doc-
trines or the program of their
party. That they will not allow,
and it’s an utterly pessimistic
enterprise for anybody to even
contemplate.

On the other hand, we are
optimistic and we have unlimited
confidence in the program upon
swhich-we have built. our-party e
the program. derived from the
basic doctrine of Marx, Lenin and
Trotsky. As we start off on the
second 25 years of our struggle
for socialist America there are
iwo things we need and two things
we've got. First, is the convietion,
based on theoretical analysis and
living evidence of development in
the last 25 years, that capitalism -
cannot survive and that interna-
tional socialist revolution is al-
ready knocking -at the door.
That’s our profound conviction of
the state of the world as it looks
from here tonight. And the second
asset we have is the conviction
that the program, formulated by
Trotsky in his lifetime — in the
latter 11 years in direct collabora-
tion with us — is the only pro-
gram to organize the revolution
and to lead it to definitive victory
and the transition to socialism.

We celebrate our glorious 25th
annivursary tonight at the half-
way mark of our journey and
our *ask, with our work only
half done: Twenty-five years ago,
last Wednesday, we started fromn
scrateh, with only a handful
of people and a program,
to build the new, party of the
American Revolutibn. Welve suc-
ceeded with that half of“bur task.
On the basis of the Trotskyis
program, we have built a part
whose cadres can never be:broken.

In the next 25 years the cadres
of this party, armed’with the
same program, will"grow and
expand arid become the leaders .
and organizers of the Socialjst
Revolntion in the United, States.
That’s the way 1t’s going - to be.

NEW YORK, Nov. 2 — Two
distributors of the Militant, one
a young woman, were assaulted
by goens at a CIO Rally for
Wagner last Thursday evening
when they attempted to circulate
the paper outside Manhattan
Center. The Militant distribution
was ir support of the election
campaign of the Socialist Work-
ers Party, which is running David
L. Weiss for mayor in tomorrow’s
election.

After distributing papers for
only a few minutes, two of three
distributors were approached by
John Hunt, New York port agent
for the CIO National Maritime
Union; and told: “We don’t want
anY commies around here. Beat
i Ag

Bo'h distributors insisted oh
their right to hand out a workers
newspaper. ‘Hunt, thereupon sum-
moned .a goon squad, which
proceeded to physically attack the

MILITANT DISTRIBUTORS
ASSAULTED BY GOONS

two distributors and tear up the
Militants in their possession.’

The young woman, less than
five feet tall, was punched around
the head and face, leaving bruises
and welts. The man was shoved
up against the wall by six®
assailants and “worked over.”

SWP candidate Weiss the next
day sent the following telegram
to Joseph Curran, NMU Presi-
dent: “LAST NIGHT A GOON
SQUAD ORGANIZED AND LED
BY JOHN HUNT NMU PORT
AGENT ATTACKED AND BEAT
UP ELECTION CAMPAIGN
WORKERS DISTRIBUTING
CAMPAIGN MATERIAL OF
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY.
WILL  YOU DISASSOCIATE
NMU FROM THIS ACTION
AND CONDEMN IT?” s

No reply to "this protest has
yvet been received. This is the
only time Militant distributors
have been molested in this cam-,
paign.

fluence. It is a lic that war can be prevented -by treaties and * %




. The Negro Struggle -
Our Proud Reeurd

“The tradé union bureaucrats, like the
bureaucrats of false Communism, live in
the atmosphere of aristocratic prejudices
of the upper strata of the workers. It wiil
be a tragedy if the Oppositionists are in-
fected even in the slightest degree with
‘these qualltles We must not only reject
and .condemn these preJudlces we must
burn them out of our consciousness to the
-last trace. We must find the road to the
. most deprived, to the darkest strata of

“the proletariat, beginning with the Negro,
whom capitalist society has converted into
a pariah, and who must learn to see in us
his revolutionary brothers. And this de-
pends wholly upon our energy and devo-
ion to the work.”

This quotation is from a letter to The
“Militant by Leon Trotsky,- printed May 1,
11929 — the first letter the exiled Soviet
“Jeader was able to send this paper, in which
“‘he outlined his opinions on the tasks facing
:American Marxists. Trotsky’s attitude of
~uncompromising struggle against Jim
Crow in every form was shared by The
+ ~sMilitant from the beginning, and has char-
.. acterized it throughout its 25-year history.
Every important battle in defense of

been reported and supported in this paper,
every attack on Negroes and the fight for
_equality has been exposed and opposed vig-
orously. The Scottsboro frameup of £2
years ago is one example; EVERY im-
portant development of that historic case
is recorded in the pages of The Militant.
We emphasize the word “EVERY” be-
cause that is one of the things that distin-
guished our coverage of the Scottsboro
case from that of the Daily Worker. When
the Scottsboro Defense Committee mad:
_a dirty and unprincipled deal with the
‘Alabama authorities in the mid-1930s,
agreeing to have some of the defendants
plead guilty in return for letting others
go free, our paper exposed the deal and
called on the people to repudiate it.

_ The Daily Worker, being implicated in
that deal, denied that it ever had been
made and denounced us as “disrupters.”

. But the :truth came out into the open
“wo years ago when the chairman of the

Scottsboro committee admitted that our
charges were correct, and that the Com-
munist Party had approved the deal wiin
the Jim Crow authorities.

But it was not until World War II that
The Militant becanie widely known as the
most reliable champion of the fight against

o Jim Crow. The big issues in the struggle

o before Pearl Harbor were segregation in
the armed forces and barriers against em-
ployment in the plants, and thousands of
workers were first educated and involved
in the fight against these evils through
this paper.

The Militant, to take one example out
of many, was the only paper, outside of
the Negro press, to report the facts in the
case of the U.S.S. Philadelphia, where i5
Negro sailors were court-martialed in 1940

- because they dared to sign a letter protest-
ing segregation and abuse as mess-attend-
ants. It was the only paper to organize a
campaign of defense of the Negro sailors
in the first open struggle against segrega-
tion in World War II.

" The Militant was also in the forefroant
of the fight to win jobs for Negroes in the
war industries. Its support of the Negro
March on Washington Movement, before
anyone had ever coined the expressim
FEPC, was one of its proudest achieve-
ments. While many Negro papers tried to
duck the issue and omitted all news about
the MOWM, this paper gave it the ...t
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By Albert Parker

- and postpone their fight for equality until

-ple and the workers generally.

" leges, and prominent among their charges

* Negro rights in this quarter-century has

)

Tuz MILITANT

publicity and support — more than it re-
ceived from any other paper in the coun-
try, white or Negro — and hundreds of
its readers became active participants a.d
local leaders in the fight that forced Roo;z2-
velt to create the wartime FEPC.

The Militant’s reputation in the Negro
community rose by leaps and bounds with
every month of the war because everycne
could see that there was no more fearless
opponent of white supremacy. The con-
trast with the Daily Worker, especially
after Hitler attacked the Soviet Union and
the Stalinists became the most rabid pa-
triots, was plain for all to see: While tlLe
Stalinists told the Negroes to subordinate

after the war, we won thousands of new
friends by opposing the war and champion-
ing every just demand of the Negro peo-

In fact, this was one of the things about
us that most irked the Roosevelt admini-
stration. In 1943 the Justice and Post Of-
tice Departments set out to suppress The
Militant by cancelling our mailing privi-

against us was the fact that we had vig-
orously supported the March on Washing-
ton Movement and called on the Negro peo-
ple to fight without compromise and with-
out delay for all their social, economic and
political rights — despite the war.

The attempt to suppress this paper for

telling' the truth was defeated — thanks,
partly, to the protests raised in its behalf
by Negro and labor groups.

War is a test for every soclallst ‘paper
and movement, and The Militant met the
test face-on and honorably. It did not run
away or try to hide its opinions, but stood
up, unafraid of persecution, and spoke the
truth as it saw it. A paper that does that
establishes its right to existence, and
proves that it can be relied on in pedce
as well as in war.

In war and in peace, The Militant has
fought the good fight. It struggled to save
the life of Odell Waller, Virginia share-
cropper who was legally lynched in 1942
for defending himself against a white man.
It revealed the truth about the 1943 anti-
Negro riot in Detroit and the anti-Jim
Crow demonstration in Harlem. It organ-
ized a national campaign against the Fon-
tana, Calif., atrocity where a Negro fam-
ily was burned to death by Ku Klux Klan
forces.

The Freeport case of 1946, where Negro
veterans were shot down in cold blood by
cops; the terror in Tennessee the sae
year, where a whole community was #dt-
tacked; the trial of James Hickman, Chi-
cago worker indicted for killing a landlord
responsible for the death of Hickman’s
children; the case of the Trenton Six in
1948; the Groveland, Fla., lynchings and
legal lynchings in 1949 and 1951; the Ci-
cero riot in 1951 and dozens of bombings
of Negro homes in Chicago; the brutal
murder of Mr. and Mrs. Harry T. Moore,
the NAACP leaders in Florida — in all
these cases no paper surpassed The Mili-
tant in exposing the guilty. . and in sum-
moning white and Negro workers to coin-
bat them.

If it had done nothing else, The Militant
would have sufficient reason to be proud
as it celebrates its 25th anniversary. But
il has done more, much more. Among other
things, it has armed white and Negro
workers with .the program to end Jim
Crow altogether. When the conditions be-
come favorable, the seeds planted by ine
Militant will produce their proper fruit ia
a society completely free of segregation,
discrimination and exploitation.

Notes from the News

STRUGGLE IN THE ACLU. The American
Civil Liberties Union is in the throes of a strug-
gle over Lasic civil liberties questions. A
referendum of ACLU branches was recently taken

_on propositions to water down the organization’s
stand on guilt-by-association, loyalty purges, and
discharge of those who invoke the Fifth' Amend-
ment. The referendum went against watering
down the traditional civil liberties position. Of
the ACLU’s 23 branches, 19 voted against the
propositions, three voted for, and one abstained.
It is feared, however, that the ACLU’s Board of
Directors is about to override the referendum.

I

AFL SECRETARY -TREASURER William
Schnitzler told the Kentucky Federation of Labor
convention how the Eisenhower administration
had dealt with “the mess in Washington.” “They
cieaned it up, all right. They washed its face,
pinned a rose on it, put it in the Social Register
and gave it membenship in the Country Club,”
said Schnitzler. However, he eredited the Repub-
licans with having got rid of five-percenters:
“They brought. in scahs who do the work at four
per cent and even three per cent. Those are just
about the only price:, other than farm prices,
that have gone down since the last election.”

EE 3

“MILLIONAIRE’S CABINET.” U.S. News* &
World Report carries an article to show that
appointing millionaires to cabinet posts didn’t
originate with Eisenhower. Under Roosevelt 28
per cent of cabinet rank appointees: were mil-
i'onaires; Truman appointed 19 per cent; how-
cver, Eisenhower’s record to date is 60 per cent.

Sk ok

FASHION NOTE. That weef(ly Bible “of ex-

ecutives, Business Week, points out a new trend-

of mink. e
¥ % % e

MEMBERSHIP in the British Labor Party has
k increased by ‘over a ‘quarter million in ‘thé last
i year, bringing the total to 6,100,000. Of the in-
- crease, local party units accounted for half, while

. decided to negotlate with the United Mme Work+
in men’s clothing .including a $1C how tie made )

increased trade union membership brought the
other half. ~
Wk ok

COST-OF-LIVING hit a new all-time peak in
mid-September, government figures show.
B

OVER HALF THE U.S. ARMY is stationed in
foreign countries — 15 out of 23 Army and Marine
divisions. " [P

KING-SIZED GIVEAWAY. T. M. McCormick
secretary-treasurer of the CIO Oil Worker.
figured out the value of administration giveaways
to Big Business interests of coastal oil lands and
other national resources at a trillion dollars. He,
said: “With one trillion dollars they could buy a
$5000 mink coat for every woman over 21 year:
and a deep freeze to keep it in and still hav
enough money left over to pay off the entire
national debt.”

ko ok sk

E)\I’LOSIONS of privately owned trucks car-
rying Defensé Department ammunition is causing
widespread protests. Following an explosion which
took four Ilives in the outskirts of Omaha
Nebraska, more explosions took place last week.
Near Axtell, Nebraska, a truck loaded with over
30,000 pounds of bombs caught fire and blew u
and .near, Lovelock, Nevada, a burning truck
bombarded a quarter -mile area with mortar shells.
Mid-Western - towns and cities are passing
ordinances against passage of ammunition-loaded
trucks and the trucking companies are getting
court injunctions against the enfomement of |
such ordinances.

WEST" KENTUCKY COAL CO., the biggest
non-union mining .company in the U.S., has finally

é s Umon

UNION CLAR Wllham Hutcheson of the AFT
Carpenters, who died recently, left an estate
valued at “qevera] hendred “thousand dollars,”
reported the Oct. 26 Associated Press. To his son|

Jlto express their views before the

VOLUME XV

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1955

NUMBER 45

Kutcher Housing Oath
Court Appeal Is Filed

moved closer to a court decision last week when the final
brief was filed in the New Jersey Superior Court.

when the Newark Housing. Au-
thority. ordered all federal hous-
ing tenants to sign an oath cer-
Jfying that no one occupying
their apartments belonged to any
organization included on the At-
torney General's _subverswe” list.:
Those who failed to sign the oath,
required by the 1952 congressional
Gwinn amendment, were threaten-
ed with avietion.

ACLU ACTS

When' nine families refused to
sign and eviction proceedings werz
started. the American . Civil
Liberties Union stepped in on
behalf of two of the families and
took the issue to the state courts
in order to restrain the evictions
and gect the Gwinn "amendment’
declarcd  uynconstitutional, Pend:
ing a final decision, the courts
evietion for - all
Tamilies.

The ACLU attorney, Emil. Ox-
feld, handled the case for Iames
Kutcher, the legless veteran;
Kutcher’s father and Hany L
Lawrenee,

Lawrence, a teacher, does not
belong to any group on the .At<
torney General’s blacklist, and
kas "~ mo  objection to signing
“loyalty oaths” as'a teacher. Biit
he was opposed as a matter of
principle to signing any oath -as
a tenant. Since the case went into
{ court, Lawrence has moved out of
the pubhc pro,)ect

GUILT BY RELATIONSHIP
- Kutcher’s 74 -year : old father

moves

ization on the blacklist. But he
became involved in the case be-
cause, 'as head of: the family; he

He could not sign it truthfull*y
because his son, James, is an ad-
mitted member of the Socialist
Workers Party. :

In fact, for the last five vears
the sofi has figured publicly in ene
of the key civil liberties cases of
the current witch hunt. James
Kutcher was: fired from the Vet:
erans Administration. in 1948
solely because of his. SWP mem-
belshxp Contending .that neither
he nor his party .is subversive,
he demands that he be restored
to his job and that the “subver-
sive” list be declared unconstitu-
tional. His eleventh :ippeal in the

The case began last Decem«b;éi &
VA case was filed in federal court

.land never allowed the SWP to

o lirected the NHA to suspend‘
nine

also does not belong to any organ-‘.

was directed -to sign the -oath,

in Washington earlier this month.
The AICLU brief in the housing
case notes the fact that the SWP
has never received a hearing on
the “subversive” designation it
arbitrarily got from the Attorney
General. This means that the At-
torney General never produced
any evidence for the designation

refute the charge. The U.S.
Supreme Court called such pro-
cedurs “patently arbitrary” in a
5-to-3 decision in 1961. .

“HAPPINESS OF MANY”

The Newark Housing Au-
thoridy’s “ brief, filed last . week,
argued that no constitutional
rights were infringed by exclud-
ing trnants who refuse to sign
the oath. It claimed that this was
a casc where “the selfish few
would prevent. the court from
protecting the rights and hap-
piness of many.”

It did not explain how the
rights and happiness .of many
 would be protected by depriving

| them of the right to belong to

legal organizations of their own
choice.

" The NHA also said, “Non-
signers should not be permltted
to dictate under what rules they
will sceept the bounties of Con-
gress.”” As Congress Weekly, the
American Jewish Congress mag-
azine, pointed out last winter,
under this doctrine “non-signers”
could be excluded from the
benefits of the public schools, the
fire dpnartment and even the use
of the highways — all of which
are financed by public funds.

. Superior Court Judge Freund
will render a decision in this case
on ‘the basis of the written briefs.
The ACLU intends to take the
case to the federal courts if it
gets an unfavorable decision in
the state courts.

In g similar case in the New
York courts last July, Jusgice
Martuscello denounced the Gwinn
amendment as unconstitutional

and’ éf‘fOI*ts to evict tenants under
it. as “arbitrary, capricious and
unreasonable.”

James Kutcher 8 own account of
the housing case is contained in
-his book, The Case of the Legless

-Veteran, pubhqhed this month.

in the Oct. 29 Samagsamajist. The
group walked out at a Party Con-
ference Oect. 18 when their views
came under attack from the over-
whelming bmajori-ty' of the ,dele-
gates.

The qaurnasama_]]st reports that
an internal struggle had been

going on within the party for
+hree years. The democratic rxgilts
of the minority were rigorously
safeguarded by the majority.
They were given full opportunity

membership, and even had equal
representation in the central con-
trol bodies. But when two pro-
Stalinist resolutions submitted by
them to the conference were
decisively and emphatically re-
jected, they decided to “with-
draw.” :

ISSUES REVEALED

“This group withdrew from the
Conference on the untrue plea
that they had been labelled Stal-
inists,” says the statement. “No
speaker at the Conference called
them Stalinists; though many a
speaker correctly designated their
views as Stalinist. They have sinee
separated themselves from the
Party on the false plea that the
Party does not stand for the
United Front while they do. On
the contrary, the National Reso-
lution accepted by the Confercnce
stressed the struggle for'a ‘United
Front of the working class parties
on thé road to the replacement]
of the capitalist UNP Govern-
ment with an Anti-Capitalist Gov-
ernment.

“The resolutlon of thls group,
which the Conference rejected, in-
stead counterposed programmatic
unity with the ‘Stalinists ‘tp the}
United Front .of the working, class
parties. ‘Above all, their propa-
ganda now seeks misleadingly. to
present .their action as-a move in
the interests of Left Unity. But
it is surely absurd and. crlmmally
irresponsible to break unity ir
‘he,name of unlty and to set up
a feurth ‘party’ in the name of a
strugg]e for the unity of the three
existing Left parties! It is a dis

Ceylon Trotskylsis Put
Pro-Stalinists to Rout

A pro-Stalinist mmorlty groupmg has split from the
Lanka Samasamaja Party, Ceylon Section of the Fourtn
International, according to a report of the party published

9-
help Left umty but hlnders Left
unity . enormously.”

The group of splitters, which

is headed by P. H. William de
Silva,. is composed largely of
petty-bourgeois elements who had
lost faith .in the capacity of the
worker< of Ceylon. They dragged
their feet in the recent nationwide
stoppage (“Hartal”). which was
led by the orthodox Trotskyists
of Ceylon. )
_Some of them are deluded by
the hope of a possible “regenera-
tion” of the Stalinist bureaucracy
in the Soviet Union which would]
find it= reflection in the Ceylonese
Stalinist movement. Some seek
opportunist advantage by cutting
their ties with orthodox Trot-
skyisma.

The Lanka Samasamaja Party
characterizes their behavior as
“crimirally irresponsible” and as
“a move which helps and has al-
ready directly helped the UNP
Government.” They are “running
away from revolution.”

The Party statement ends up
with the following declaratxon

“THE PARTY GOES ON”

“The Party goes on and forward
desplte them. The Party or-
ganizes, carries forward and
develops the mass struggle
against the capitalist UNP Gov-
ernment -despite them. The Party
continues its principled struggle
for the United Front of the work-
ing class parties despite them.
The Party pursues this objective
not as an end in itself like these
false politicians, but as the means:
tb. the achievement of the poli-
tical objective of the masses;
namely, the replacement of the
capitalist UNP Government. with
an Anti-Capitalist Government, In
that-struggle, the Party will con-
tinue to- keep its guns trained on

‘the. UNP-led capitalist foe and

not on the Party’s critics- within
the Left. The Party goes with
the masses and at their head —
against the capitalist -rulers and
their imperialist overlords. - Sur-
mounting every setback, confident
of - ultimate. victory, the Party

Victimized

JAMES KUTCHER

Labor and Daily
Press Comments
On Kutcher Book

James Kutcher’s book, The
Case of the Legless Veteran,
which was published last
month, is beginning to attract at-
tention and comment in the daily
‘and labor press.

“The  much argued case of
Kutcher, a Newark resident, is
summed up in this impressive vol-
ume,” says the review in the
Oct. 29 Newark Evening News,
a’ conservative yhewspaper with
the largest circulation in New Jer-
sey.

Reporting how Kutcher was
fired from his job with the Vet-
exans Administration in 1948 be-
cause he belonged to the Socialist
Workers Party, which is on the
Attorney General’s arbitrary
“subversive” list, the News
view notes: “No actual act of dis-
loyalty was' ever alleged against
him; .his discharge was automacie
and w1thout a trial.

“Since then Kutcher has b:en
indefatigable in seeking reinstate-
ment. -He has pleaded his case
before hundreds of organizations
all over the country, has won the
support of many of them, parti-
cularly here in New Jersey. With
the help of a defense fund the
case was carried into court, lost
at first, then won c¢n appeal. But
the VA has refused to reinstate
him. . . This book is issued to
inform the public in detail what
has happened.” -

CIO NEWS ARTICLE

An even longer article on the
book appears in.the November is-
sue of the New Jersey CIO News.
The New Jetsey CIO was the first
of the hundreds of iabor organiza-
tions in this country that came
to the aid of the legless veteran.

After summarizing the contents
of the book, the CIO News writes:
" “The 40-year-old veteran -an-
nounced that he will donate alil
his royalties from the book to the
Kutcher Civil Rights Committee,
a non-partisan group formed in
1948 to help him recover his job.
The committee, which has raised
funds to help his legal appeals,
is composed of prominent labor,
liberal, church, academic and ar-
tistic figures. Among the found-
ers were the late Dr. John Dewey,
educator and philosopher, and
Carl Holderman, State CIO presi-
dent. Eight hundred national and
local ' organizations, including
more than 70 in New Jersey, have
supported its work, although dis-
agreeing with Kutcher’s politjca
views.”

Then, after listing the CIO and
liberal organizations that are sup-
porting Kutcher’s fight, the arti-
cle concludes:

- “The book includes a letter from
the late Philip Murray, expressing
his deep interest in the case; a
statement by Carl Holderman ex-
plaining the issues involved; and
a resolution by the State CiO
Convention endorsing the work ui
the Kutcher committee and pledg-
ing contmued support until the
case’ is won.’

BRITISH_ REVIEW

The first review received from
England, where the book was
published after American pub-
lishers found it too hot to handle,
appeared in the Oct. 2 issue of
Socialist Outlook, the weekly pa-
per of the left wing in the British
Labor Party. Its review said in

ro-

part:

“The book gives a remarkable
insight into the witch hunt which
is today ravaging American deni~
ocracy. . . But the fight against|
the new totalitarianism is:grow-
ing and ‘James Kutcher, the leg-
'less veteran, has become the sym-

Maurice  he left the presidency of the union.

ruptionist move which does not

continués its 18-year-old strug-
gle for a Samasamaja Ceylon!”

bol .of that flght.”

Program

pay is gaining inside the auto un-
ion and the labor movement.
The Ford 600-delegates fought
for this program at the last UAW
national convention against the
opposition of UAW Presidea:
Walter Reuther and his lieuten-
ants.

Ford Facts reports on the action
of a number of California Gen-
eral Motors locals and the Gen-
eral Motors Sub-Council of . he
UAW in adopting resoluticns
calling on the UAW top leaders
“to take immediate action on a
program calling for a 30-hou:
week at 40 hours’ pay for all
plants under the jurisdietion of
the International Union.” The pa-
per publishes the GM Sub-Council
resolution in full.

“GAINING ACCEPTANCE”

The article takes note of the
fact that the program is ncw
“gaining general acceptance
throughout the Labor Movement.
The Garment Workers, the Wood-
workers, the United Mine Work-
ers, and now the entire Americaau
Federation of Labor, are asking
for a shorter work week.”

When Ford Local 600 first ad
vocated the “30 for 40” program
in the UAW, Ford Facts recalls,
“we were called every conceivabie
name under the sun. At the last
UAW convention, the 30-hour
week with 40 hours’ pay was
branded as ‘Communist’-inspired
demagoguery and economic suvu-
pidity. Since that time, however,
President Dubinsky of the Gar-
ment Workers Union has won a
shorter work week. The C10
Brewery Workers were on strike
and were successful in gaining
a shorter work week and, last but
by no means least, the AFL in
its “recent convention, went on
record for a shorter work week.”

“Yes, we in Local 600 are proud
that we have been in the fore-
front of organized labor in map-
ping an economic program. This
could only be done with the sup-
port and understanding of the
Ford workers and will bear fruit
to the degree that it is support:d
by all workers,” says Ford Facts.

“The rank and file workers

30-Hour Week

Gains

Wlder Support’

Ford Facts, published by CIO United Automobiie
Workers Local 600, largest local union in the country, in
its Oct. 81 issue headlines the support which the progra:n

)

for a 30-hour week at 40 hours ®

ing their sentiments known. [t
behooves the International Union;
in fact it behooves the leadership
of organized Labor generally to
become aware of these grass roois
rumblings from the dues-paying
membership. To lead, one must be
in advance and if the leadership
does not stay in front of the mem-
bership, they will become tram-
pled.”

The article addresses itself to
“4he top echelons to let us united-
ly fight for a 30-hours week with
40 hours’ pay. Let us fight for a
guaranteed annual wage. Let us
combine these two objectives in
our fight for 1955.” The inclusioan
of the guaranteed annual wage
along with the demand for a
shorter work week with no loss
of take-home pay answers Reu-
ther’s attempt to falsely make
the two demands mutually ex-
clusive.

Ford Facts expresses the hope
that Reuther, as CIO President,
will use his prestige and high of-
fice at the coming CIO Conven-
tion in Cleveland, starting Nov.
16, to put the CIO on record for
the sherter-work-week program
and show that the CIO is not
lagging behind the AFL in push-
ing for this vital program to meef
growing unemployment.

RAISED IN MILITANT

The new interest in the pro-
gram of the sliding scale of hours,
which is concretized in the “30 for
40” slogan, is especially gratify-
ing to the Militant. We_raiscd
the slogan of the 30-hour week
back in'1930, in one of our earliest
issues, as a key demand for the
workers to meet the' depression
threat. Over the years, the Mili=
tant has continued to explain
and popularize this program, even
while many in both the ranks and
leadership of labor became fooled
into thinking that U.S. capitalism
no longer faced the threat of de-
pressions and mass unemploy-
ment. "
Today, as Ford Facts has de-
scribed, the slogan of the 30-hour
week at 40 hours’ pay is become
ing a living reality of the labor .
movement, gaining headway

throughout the country are max-

every day.

and that “the would-be dssassm
is being defended by Trotskyites.”
These are both downright lies.
The signal for this whispering
campaign came from the Daily
Worker. In its accounts of Thomp-
son’s assailant, it repeatedly
states: “And he was Dbeing
defended by the Workers Defense
League, a Trotskyite organiza-
tion.”

WDL NOT TROTSKYIST

‘While in no way subscribing to
the Daily Worker’s guilt-by-
association smear of the Workers

for us to state the facts. The
Workers Defense League is in no
way, shape or form “a Trotskyite
organization.” As anyone familiar
with the labor movement knows,
it is an organization whose
leadership reflects liberal .and
social-democratic views.
Trotskyists-have no connection
with Thompson’s assailant. They
call for the latter’s full punish-
ment. However, the real culprit s
the government - instigated witch
hunt. Indeed, it is a savage com-
mentary aon the political atmos-
phere in America when a man
awaiting deportaticv  thinks he
can win citizenship by crushirg
the skull of a Communist Party
ieader. -
Our record on Thompson and
the other imprisoned Stalinist
leaders is clear. This paper was
one of the few anti-Stalinist
voices raised against the Smith
Act frame-up of Thompson and
his colleagues. It calls for their

Newark Fri. Night
Socialist Forum

presents a talk -on
The Meaning of the
Nov. 3 Elections

Speaker:
George Breltm.m

. Frlday, Nov. 13, at 8:30
“at 52 Market Strect

Defense League, it is necessary,

STALINISTS SPREAD NEW
LIE ABOUT TROTSKYISTS

A new slander is being spread by the Stalinists. They
are carrying on an intensive whispering campaign that
“a Trotskyite tried to murder Robert Thomps: on,” the im-
prisoned Communist Party leader, ®

release and an end to the political
persetutlon of the Communist
Party. Not because we have any
political qympathv for Stallmsm,j
but because we believe in civil -
liberties. :

WHY THIS SMEAR

Why does Stalinism attempt
this monstrous frame-up to smear
Trotskyism with political assas«
sinaticn? It is because Stalinism’s
own record is so thoroughly be-
smirehed with that very crime —
including the murder of Trote
sky. It wants to convince its own
rank-and-filers and others that
its principal political foe and
viectim of its assassins —' the
Trotskyist movement — is guilty
of the same crime.

It is too late in the political
day fcr Stalinism to convinee
public opinion with its latest
fabrication. Its “credentials”
the Moscow “confession” trials
and the assassination of Leon -
Trotsky — are too widely known.
At the same time the, credentials
of Trotskyism — the proud record
of the Socialist Workers Party
— is cpen to all and can with-
stand the sharpest scrutiny.

LOS ANGELES
Friday Night Forum"e
‘presents
A Series of Lectures -
(3) The Birth of the CiO |
‘ Speaker:
T. Edwards

An analysis of the conditions
which led to the victory of in-
dustrial unionism in this coun«
try and the social forces set
in motion by the rise of CIO
unions.

Fri., Nov. 13, 8 P.M,

FORUM HALL -

1702 E. 4th St. Tel. AN 9-4953 §

Questions — Discussion
Refreshments -

Subscripti?n 35 cents :
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