Sept. 22. It was & knock-down,®
drag-out debate lasting over an
hour between the socialist can-
didate for mayor of New York,
© David L. Weiss, and his inter-
‘viewer, Barry Gray, a liberal
turned red-baiter.

Barry Gray opened the pro-
gram like a prosecuting attor-
ney. He read the m;hctment in
the form of a letter from a Vice
President of the network, smear-
ing the Socialist Workers Party
us “subversive.” After Weiss rip-
ped into the self-appointed At-
torney General for his undem-
ocratic witch-hunt procedure and
attacked the administration for
- “gubversion” in high places,
Gray intervened with the com-
ment, “The FCC is also author-
ity in high places and the fact
that you are on the air tomg*ht
proves that all is not lost in the
Umon

-Weiss replied: “I have not
contended that all is lost in the
United States. My contention is
that we are fast losing a lot of
basic liberties . . . Although all
is not lost, as long as a veteran
like James Kutcher . . . can be
fired from his job merely be-
cause of his belief in socialism

... then our rights are in
danger.” i
The fur began to fly when

- Gray started to question Weiss

on the program of the Socialist
* Workers Party. “Tell me the dif-
ference,” he asked, ‘“between your
socialism and Norman Thomas so-
cialism.”

“The main difference,” Weiss
replied, “is that Norman Thomas

Barry Gray in
 Hour-Long Show

One of the hottest and most illuminating pohtlcal
discussions New Yorkers have been privileged to hear in a
long time took place on Barry Gray’s midnight radio show

Scoring Thomas’ support of the
State Department’s foreign pol-
jcy he continued, “Norman Tho-
mas and his Socialist Party have

long ago departed from the So-
cialist Party of the days of
Eugene Victor Debs . . . Debs

went to prison for telling the
truth to the American people

mg a war for Wall Street’s
profit, just as 18 leaders of my
party, the SWP, likewise stood
up in the Second World War and
said . . . ‘The war was fought
on the part of the American
government in the  interests of
those who really.rule the coun-
try — the big monopoly capital-
ists.”” .

To this Gray replied, “You
said that he (Debs) went to jail
bécause he told the truth .
What you really should have
said is that in his opinion he
told the truth and thereforg he
went to jail . . . Obviously in
the opinion of the people of the
United States, represented
through their courts who sent
him to jail, they did not agree
with his version . . . I must as-
sume that in going to jail he
received a fair trial.”

“Your assumption is not cor-
rect,” Weiss answered, “He was
jailed during a period of war
time hysteria.” Gray’s drgument
against Debs, would have upheld
the persecution of Galileo for
contending the world was round
since the people of that time de-
cided that it was flat.

is a socialist in name only.”

The discussion ranged over the
(Continued on page 2)

Justice Dept. Reveals

Basis of lts

By Fred Hart

Six years after the infam

No. 9835 of March 21, 1947, the Department of Justice has

admltted in writing 'that it

otalisn and. advooacy of socialisni P 'I
~techmcally backmg down before

a@s “gubversive” and that those
guilty of these political “crimes”
are ‘subject to blacklisting, witch
hunting, hounding and victimiza-
tion.

The Independent Socialist
League, a left social-democratic
organization, smoked. out the
Justice Department on this
questicn after a long and tedious
struggle to get its name removed
from the “subversive” list com-
piled on the basis of Truman’s
notorious order. They have
yepeatedly demanded the ad-
ministration’s reasons for placing
them on the list.

The Justice Department re-
jeased its “reasons” as a result
of a procedural change instituted
by = Attorney General Brownell
after Eisenhower’s Executive Or-
der No. 10450 was published.
This change is a token compliance
with the Supreme Court’s ob-
jection to placing onganuzatmms
on the list without prior hearmg.
Under the new procedure, organ-
izations already on the list can
@ppeal the previous decision to
smear them. The extent of the
difference however can be meas-
ured by the fact that when the
Socialist Workers Party applied
for such a hearing it was turned
down by Attorney General Brow.
nell on g flimsy technical pretext.
(Militant, Aug. 24.)

‘The case of the ISL is further
‘proof that Eisenhower, while

Blacklist

ous Truman “Loyalty” Order

regards oppos1t10n to. capl-

v/v o

public pressure and court decisions
on the question of hearings and
appeals, actually continues the
same anti-democratic purge
scheme initiated by Truman. The
shift in procedure, however, made
it possible for the first time %o
expose to public view the shock-
ing “grounds” advanced by the
thought-control cops in Washing-
ton for placing organizations on
their purge list.

The Sept. 28 special 12-page
issue of Labor Action gives the
full text of the Justice Depart-
ment’s Statement of Grounds and
dnterrogatories, the ISL reply, and
the history of their fight to get
off the “subversive” list. Here are
come of the “grounds” listed
cver the signature of Assistant
Attorney General Warren Olney
II1, on July 9, 1953:

“The ‘changes’ -advocated . (by
the ISL) if carried out, would
result in the destruction of the
existing- form of government in
the United States, and in place
thereof would be established an
entirely new social philosophy and
system of ‘proletarian interna-
tionalism.’”

LIST OF QUESTIONS

The Department of Justice
submits questions to the ISL that
indicate what it considers “sub-
versive.” They ask: Did the

about the first World War be-|'
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Five Million
Workers in

Italian Strike

The unified might of the Italian
workers, . five million strong,
struck all of Italy,
Sardinia on Sept. 24 and brought
industry to a dead halt. The
workers downed tools in a com-
plete effective 24 - hour general
strike. All three labor federa-
tions, Socialist,
Catholic,
call.

The Italian workers put for-
ward demands for their most
elementary minimum subsistence

sponsored the strike

and arrogantly ignored by the
cepitalists and their government,

a family of four at least twice as

skilled worker earns.

(2) Cost of living bonuses
based on the actual regional price
levels . rather than the average
natioral level now used as the
basis for the bonus.

(3) Incorporation into basic
wage scales of the cost of living
honuses now received.

(4) No more lay- offs. The
workers are already groaning

under the burden of widespreag
and prolronged unemploymenrc '
¢ d of

the workers devmands M?oreover
they. have refused to negotiate
with the wunions. Angelo Costa,
speaking for the . industrialists,
said, “Our situation is not such
that we ec¢an reach an accord
through negotiations. We are in-
volved in questions of principle
on which you cannot make a
deal.”

To this G. Pastore, Secretary
of the Christian Democratic Trade
Union Federation, replied, “We
only ask to negotiate and to
negotiate immediately. But if our
geod will and sense of respon-
sibility should be mistaken for
weakness the fight will go on with
greater determination than' be-
fore.” )

The situation is developing into
a new showdown with the forces
of the workers and the capitalists
poised for battle.

Already two million farm
workers are slated to walk out
on Qct. 5.

The Italian Parliament is in
session and the tense struggle
can easily be converted into a
major political crisis with /the
issuc of power at stake.

Kutcher on Radio

James Kutcher will appear on
Barry Gray’s show in New York
this coming Monday, Oct. 5. Be
sure to tune in. WMCA, 570 on

(Continued on page 2)

- ®

Sicily and | #

Communist and |}

needs which have been callously |}

(1) Wage increases. It costs|.

Ly the ballyhoo attendant the
disgraceful
AFL's. platform being used for

|Kutcher Donates
Book Royalties to

35-Hour Week
Home Pay Loss

'Convention Adopts Vital Resoluhon;_ '

To Meet Threat of Unemployment

A resolution calling for a federal law to reduce the legal 40-hour week to 35 hours

: “w1thout loss of ‘take-home’ pay” in order to combat the threat of “creeping depres?’ :
sion” was adopted Sept. 26 by the 72nd convention of the American Federatlon of

Labor. This was the most important and far-reachmg action by the 710 delegates rep~ 7

resenting the 10,000,000 members®
of America’s largest general la-
bor organization.

The vital action was obscured

spectacle of  the

much to live as the average un-|§

STALINISTS ORDE

; James. Fowler, 21, an 'uu,employed:Mar.ine Corps -veteran
shunted from the insecurity of war to the insecurity. of “normal”
life under capitalism perches atop Menongahela Bridge (left)

and lowered him to safety.

at Pittsburgh contemplatmg suicide leap. He was saved by three-
workers who climbed bridge, handcuffed him to extensmn ladder

Civil Rights Group

NEWARK. Oct. 1 — James
Kutcher, author of a new book
published this month, The Case
{of the Legless Veteran, today
[ announced that he will donate
all his royalties from its sale to
the non - partisan Kutcher Civil
Rights Committee.

This committee, composed of
| prominent labor, - liberal, church,
academic and artistic figures, was
organized in 1948 to help Kut-

chet recover the- clerical JOb w1th

: ‘mans “loyalty” prograrm It has
publicized the injustice in his case

and raised finances for his ten

| offensive? How will they become

a new June 17 uprising.

For example, Business Week
of Sept. 26 says; “The East Ger-
man government is shifting again
to a harsh labor policy . . . dis-
content is boiling up toward an-
sther explosion like that of June
17.”

It -poes without saying that a
“Second Day” (as the Stalinists
‘nervously refer to a new -June
17) is inevitable. There will be
a second, a third and a final day.
However, as we observe the first
experiment in a mass political
revolution of the workers against
Stalinism, ‘we encounter - these
questions: What forces are driv-
ing. the Stalinist bureaucrats to
level a harsh offensive against
the workers, instead of carrying
out  promised concessions? How
will the workers react to this

victorious over the bureaucrats?
‘Walter Ulbricht, Stalinist par-
ty boss of East Germany, sound-
ed the signal for the drive to

vour dial, at midnight.

EAST GERMAN SPEED-UP

By Murry Weiss
As the East German Stalinist regime’s new speed-up
offensive against the workers unfolds, there is widespread
speculation in the capitalist press about the prospects for

-
&

raise. productivity. He told the

party Central Committee, meet-
ing during the week of Sept. 13-
19, that “it 1is necessary to
achieve a considerable increase of
labor productivity in all Branches

of industry in such a manner that!

labor productivity increases some-
what more quickly than wages.
Thus the prerequisite will be
created for a lowering' of retail

-prices and for the building up

of greater inventories.”
3

CRISI® IN AGRICULTURE

A major, crisis in agriculture
has aggravated the long-standing
problem. of food supply. There is
an acute shortage of farm labor.
The East German. peasants, who
pulled out of the collective en-
terprises by - the hundreds of
thousands before June, have been
extremely reluctant to accept the
offer to return their stripped
farms. The problem of produe-
tivity is linked with the agrarian
problem.- Production of plentiful

ministrative agencies. An eleventh

biographical account of the back-
ground of his case,

and of the basic civil-liberties is-

purge and the “subversive” list.

TOO HOT TO HANDLE

publishers,
mitted that it was well-written,
important and publishable,
who felt it was too hot to handle
at a time when McCarthyism is
riding -high.

was published by a British firm,
New Park Publications Ltd., and
is being distributed in this coun-

(Continued on page 3}

appeals to the courts and ad-

appeal is how being prepared by
his attorneys in Washington,
D. C. i

iKutcher’s book is an auto-
of his ap-
peals to the public and the courts,
in the *“loyalty”

sites involved

It was rejected by 35 American
some of whom ad-

but

The Case of the Legless Veteran

try by Pioneer Publishers, 116
University Pl., New York 3.

Although it is a full -length
book (about 90,000 words), it will
be sold here at the low price of
$1 in order to ‘make possible the
widest circulation.

IOriginally slated to appear on
Oct. 1, its publication date had
to be postponed. until Oct. 26 be-
cause of delays in dehvery from
England

M d.
By Joseph Keller

Federal Judge Harold R. Me-
dina who presided over the two
longest and most notorious trials
of the past decade has given us
_a chemically pure demonstration
of the class nature of the Amer-
jcan courts and judiciary.

He made almost daily headlines
in 1949 during the nine - month
trial of 11 leaders of the Com-
munjst Party, a dissident poli-
tical minority within the labor
movement, by his hostile demon-
strations against the defendants
and their attorneys. He virtually
directed the hand-picked jury to
find the defendants guilty and
ordered their lawyers jailed for
“‘contempt.”

Exactly opposite was his at-
titude to the defendants and their
lawyers in the investment-bank-
‘ers-monopoly case involving
America’s billionaires, including
the Mcrgan, Mellon, Rockefeller
and Harriman interests. On Sept.
292 after a nearly three-year trial,
Medina dismissed the govern-
ment’s six-year anti-trust suit
against the, country’s 17 biggest

Once More Brilliantly S

represent corporations with -com-
bined assets of more than $100
billion.

The government’s com.plamt,
filed on Oect. 31, 1947, charged
that the accused investment bank-
ers conspired to “restrain un.
reasonably and to monopolize”
the s=curities business and had
“restricted, controlled and fixed
the channels, methods, prices and
terms’” for the sale of stocks and
bonds. The Department of Justice
introduced 108,646 pages of
evidence, including mountains of
docurents and material collected
by several Senate Committees.

Before the government’s major
evidence on price-fixing was in-
troduced, Medina dismissed the
case without even troubling the
defense to present its arguments.
His ruling issued ‘with pre-
judice,” meaning that the govern-
ment can never again start
similar legal action against these
17 firms.

Never has a judge itreated
defendants and their lawyers with
more deference, sweetness and
light. The Sept. 23 Wall Street
Jourmnal, after - describing .the

investment banking firms, which

displayed “impatience,” “anger”
and similar attitudes toward the
government lawyers, recalls:

BIRTHDAY CAKES

“There were lighter moments
which helped relieve the tension
when the going got rough. For
instance, there was the time the
attorrey for both contestapts
chipped in to buy birthday cakes
for Judge Medina, celebrating the
first and second anniversaries of
the tral. Another time, they all
took the afternoon off to see a
Brooklyn Dodger baseball game.”

The 2tmosphere was described
by firancial writer Paul Hef-
fernan in the February 4, 10561,
N. Y. Times as one of “scholar-
liness, wit and courtroom ameni-
ties,” where “instead of having
to invoke repeatedly the authority
of the Court to keep provocative
lawyers on the track, Judge
Medina this time must sit humbly
by an?! keep his own mind on
the track. . there ean be no
doubt of his being thoroughly at
home in the trial atmosphere that
surrounds him this time . . . the

repeated occasions when Medina

judge has been encouraging the

1ival counsel — that is, if not
too cutting or irrelevant. He even
goes in for some himself.”

UNSEEMLY DEMONSTRATION

attitute toward lawyers who
dared to defend political dis-
genters calling themselves “Com-
munists.” In his dissenting opinion
on the March. 11, 1952, ruling of
the U.S. '‘Supreme Court on
Medina’s contempt charges
agalnst the six defense attorneys
in the CP case, Justice William
0. Douglas called. Medina’s con-
duct as well as the lawyers’ “an
unseemly demonstration of gar-
rulous discussion and of ill-will
and hot tempers.”

Justices. Douglas and Felix
Frankfurter felti that “one who
reads the record . . . will have
difficnlty in determining whether
memtbolv of the bar conspired to
drive 9 judge from the bench or
whet‘uv the judge used the au-
thority of the bench to whipsaw
the ]awvers to ‘taunt and tempt
them, ‘and to create for himself
‘the role of the persecuted.”
Justice Black, commenting  on

How different was Medina’s |

>

lawyers, said he could not “re-
concile this summary blasting of
legal careers with a fair system
of’ justice.”

If Medina felt “thoroughly at
home” with the investment
banker defendants and their
lawyers, it may well have been
because he did not .lack previous
association with these elements.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Truman nominated Medina . to
a judgeship in the U.S. Disirict
Court in May 1947 at the request
of Harvrison Tweed, president of
the New York Bar Association.
Tweed was chief counsel for the
Chase National Bank and legal
adviser to the Equitable Life
Assurance Society. Officers of
both these corporations were
‘originally listed -as “co-conspira-
tors” in the wovernmennt’s indict-
ment.

Medina Was shortly thereafter

assigned by Superior Judge John
Knox to preside over the invest-
ment trust case. By one of those
strange coincidences that haunt
this case, Judge Knox soon after-
ward was named a director of

pointed pleasantries exchanged by

.Medina’s .vindictive attack on the

Equitable Life, a “co-conspirator.”

erves His Class

Morcover, Judge Medina was in-
volved in real estate transactions
during. which his company bor-
rowed some $465,000 from firms
connected with. defendants in the
investment trust trial. His eom-
pany borrowed $300,000 alone
from the General Realty &
Utilities Corp., controlled by
Lehmon Bros., one of the chief
defendant firmis whom Medina
found “not guilty” last week.

The capitalist press is openly
jubilant about Medina’s decision
in favor of America’s ruling
financiers. Hearst’s N. Y. Daily
Mirror, recalling that Medina was
rewarded for his previous services
to capitalism by an appointment
to the U.S. Court of Appeals, now
wonders if that’s ;an award
“high enough for the man who
cerved his country so brilliantly
in two of its most tedious ordeals
— the trial of the 11 Communists
and hounding of the investmént
bankers.”

For a man who has served his
class so brilliantly, could any-
thing seem more fitting than a
seat on that highest tribunal of
class justice, the Supreme Court

propaganda by spokesmen of the
capitalist parties like Dulles,
Nixon and Truman.

But the . resolution for a re-
duced work-week without loss of
weekly income provides a pro-
gram that can mobilize millions
of workers in militant action.
The resolution voiced the in-
tention of the AFL to press for
amendment of the existing wages
-and-hours law which provides
that workers in interstate com-
merce must be paid time and a
half after 40 hours of work with-
n a week.

“American business has usually
taken the path of laying off the
work force which simply means
that more unemployment results
as spending power decreases,”
says the AFL resolution. “The
most logical and wisest course
would be to reduce the hours of
work ' which spreads employment
and maintains purchasing power
at a high level, This must be
done without loss of ‘take-home’

pay so that the work force can

'buy the food, clothing and shel-
~so-sorely-needed -

CAL‘LS FOR ACTION

‘The Militant, naturally, hails
this decision of the AFL. We
have long advocated the reduced
work - week as one important
measure to  partially ameliorate
the effects of capitalist depres-
sion on the workers. Readers of
this paper are familiar with our
slogan for a “30-‘hour week at
40 hours’ pay.”

Whether the AFL 1esolut10n——
vshich. we repeat, is the most im-

‘portant it has adopted in years

—is vigorously pushed or re-
mains on paper depends on the
program of action initiated and

otery.~for-the “whols

carried through by the AFL in

AFI Head

. GEORGE MEANY &

conjunction with all others sec;
tors of organized labor. :
Tt should be made, a rall

ment and backed by: local, state
.and - natienal actions involving

the mass of rank-and-file worke :

ers. Let the AFL call for a Unit=
ed Congress (of Idaibor, with del-.
egates of all the unions, CIO and
independent included, to meet in
Washington when Congress .res
convenes this fall. and put the

issue right on the doorstep of . i~
the Senators and Representatives,

Such a Congress of Labor could-

also launch labor’s. own party -
which could fight for a Workers
and Farmers Government that
would ensure enactment of a pro-
gram to beat depressions and
make shorter hours with higher
wages a reality. !

Are We

who says that if he were a
cialist” and “wanted to discredit
capitalism by producing a serious
slump,” he would “start predict-
ing from the housetops that hard
times were on the way.” As for
Secretary of Commerce Sinclair
Weeks, he actually believes a
“good depression” is possible only
“if everyone continues to think
we're going to have one.’

At least the American Bankers
Association convention, held re-
cently in Washington, took these
warnmgs seriously. They spurned
“comraunist” or ‘“socialist propa-
ganda” and voiced an “unbridled
optimism” about the prospects of
the American capitalist economy,

recognized “one or two soff spots
in the ewconomy,” but “absolutely
nothirg to worry about.”

At the risk of expressing
‘dangerous - thoughts” and “com-
munist znd socialist propaganda,”
I would like to disagree with the
rosy-colored views of the distin-
guished bankers who can see only
“one or two soft spots” in the
U.S. profit system.

“Soft spots” are appearing in
the most basic industries, par-
ticularly the so-called “hard
goods” industries, whose declines
in th2 past have heralded serious
erises.

Steel: According to Standard &
Poor’s in the Sept. 19 N. Y.
World-Telegram, “large consum-
ers of steel” are pointing “to a
possible drop in the operating
rate to below 80 per cent of
capacity.” A Sept. 28 N. Y. Times

itself?

dispatch from Pittsburgh reports

L S R SR R

For Depression ¢

CIO President Walter Reuther deplores “dangerous o
and reckless talk of depression”

propaganda.” So does Benjamin Fairless, U.S. Steel’s head,

“s0- &

Headed

as “false communist

as one reporter put it. Oh, they|.

that in ‘the next three months
“most observers look for a rate .

8 and 90 per cent of rated
capacity.” '

Auto: The United Press reports .
ed on Sept. 28 from Detroit that
the auto industry, “sensing g
‘leveling off’ in the. economy,” 1-s

tion horns.” One of the “largest '
producers” plans to “slow its
assembly line 10 per cent” and
makers of “less popular models
may cut back even further.” It
odds:
are beginning to back up in the
supply ‘line. .

(Continued on page 4)

Smorgasbord Fete
For James Kutcher

A smorgasbord dinner ‘in §
“honor of James Kutcher on
the appearance of his newly
published autobiography, “The |
\Case of the Legless Veteran,” |.
will be held Sat., Oct. 17, 5:30°
p.m., at the Mlhtant Hall, 116
University Pl., New York.

Sponsored _by the N.Y. Lo~
cal of the Socialist Workers
Party, guest speakers will be |
James Kutcher and William F. |
Warde. Contribution to the af- ]
fair is $1.50. =

The Militant Hall A is near
Union Square and- can be:
reached by either the IRT or
BMT subways.

fluctuating somewhere between '

preparing to “‘pull in its produce -

“It is no secret that ears . -

. Business Week .
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THE MILITANT

Trotsky

Murder

Disclosures Stir
Mexican Press

The confession of Bill Gillespie, former triggerman
for Stalin’s secret police, the GPU, that he participated in
the May 24;71940 machinegun assault on the home of

Leon Trotsky in Coyoacan, Mex-®

ico; and witnessed the killing of
Robert Sheldon Harte, one  of
,Tfo‘bsl{y’s guards, created a sen-
@ation in Mexico. Excelsior, one
of ‘Mexico’s leading dailies, devot-
ed the entire front page of the
Sept. 18 issue to the case.

It recalled the details of the
attempted murder of Leon and
Nataiia Trotsky, which was or
ganlized by the. Stalinists,- and
reported the reaction of various
public figures to  Gillespie’s
revelations. ‘

Natalia Trotsky stated: “Some

day the whole truth will be known
about the murder of Leon|
Davidovich. Continually, each new
révelation confirms the fact, which
no one could doubt, that it was
Stalin who ordered the assassina-
tion of Trotsky and that he was
killed by agents of the NKVD
(formerly the GPU).”
- “The revelations -of Gillespie,”
Trotsky’s widow continued, “con-
firm what Trotsky maintained —
that Sheldon Harte was no traitor,
no ‘agent of the NKVD, but a
loyal seceretary who died a vietim
of the NKVD. In this sense, the
revelations of Gillespie not only
cast new light on details of the
attemypt but vindicate the memory
of a sincere and loyal youth.”

(At the time of Harte’s murder,
GPU sources spread the rumor
that Harte was a Stalinist agent.
This was doubtlessly designed to
cover the real agent, Frank
Jacson, who later succeeded in
sinking a pickaxe in Trotsky's
brain.)

- Ndgtalia called attention to the

- the fact that Gillespie’s revela-
tions (reported
Militant) showed what an im-
- portant role Jacson played in the

“"May 24 assault. It was Jacson,

- according to Gillespie, who called
to Harte sometime after midnight
to open the door in the wall sur.
rounding the house. .

After the murder of Trotsky,
Natalia said, “I recall telling the
pokice that J was sure that who-
ever called to Bob Sheldon to
open the door in the first assault,
was Mornard (one of Jacson’s
aliases). And now Gillespie con-
firms it.

“In general, the description
that Gillespie gives of the facts
themselves -of the assault is ac-
curate and corresponds perfectly
to the reality. :

- “We can be confident that in
time others who participated in

the attempt and in the prepara-|

tion of the crime will also con-

fess and thus we will come to

know the whole truth about the
assassination of Trotsky, the
hames of those who were con-
nected with it and many other

details that will confirm the
direct guilt of Stalin and the
- NKVD.” 3

. The murderer of Trotsky, Frank
Jaeson, who has rarely spoken to
~-the press in recent years, broke
his silence to come in his peculiar
way to the defense of the GPU.
Interviewed in prison, he told the
press: “I don’t know the painter
_ Alfaro Siqueiros. I don’t know

Lombardo Toledano. I never knew
Robert Sheldon Hante. What this
Bill Gillespie. says could be a story
for a film but in reality it is the
product of a heated imagination.
Entire books and stories filled
with adventures have been written
about this case, my name, na-
tionality, beliefs, family and other
things, but all are pure fiction.”
The GPU killer did not offer,
however, to reveal his identity.

Dionisio Encina, head of the

Mexican Communist Party, also
came to the defense of the GPU.
“Leon Trotsky,” he said, “was

in last week’s|

~not assassinated for political or
_ideological reasons, but becausé
of grudges among a band of
provocateurs and agents of im-
perialism to which he belonged.”
Encina remained discreetly silent
~about the band of Stalinists who
- .organized "and carried out the
May 24 assault and who were
Jater apprehended by the Mexican
‘police. ' ;
. David Alfaro Siqueiros, the
Mexican painter who headed the
‘machinegun assault on Trotsky’s
‘home, did not comment. Gillespie
‘named him as the one in charge
wof the assault, a fact that was
-established long ago by others

American
genuine
against our country.” Such decla-
rations appeared in the Stalinist
press at the very time leading
Stalinists were in hiding after
participating in
assaulf.

. ROBERT SHELDON HARTE

who participated in the crime as
well as by Siqueiros’ own: con-
fession at the time. This criminal,
who may have given the order to
kill Harte, fled Mexico after his
arrest but returned later and is
today roaming the streets, ap-
parently secure under the power.
ful influence of . Stalin’s secret
police. .

Lombardo Toledano, well-known
Stalinist trade union bureaucrat,
was also named by Gillespie as
involved in the May 24 assault.
His response was that the charge
was ‘“a vile calumny.” He then
proceeded to slander the martyred
Trotsky: )

“Trotsky was a spy of Nazi
Germany and an agent of the
reactionary bourgeoisie. During
the war, the intimate friends of
Trotsky in the United States and
bis principal agents were im-
prisoned in concentration camps.
In Mexico, however, the few
followers of Trotsky enjoyed full
Iiberty for their activities, fol-
lowing his body wup to the

today freely; except that in this
epoch they no longer depend on
the so-called Fourth - Interna-
tional, which disappeared.with the
death c¢f Trotsky, but on the
FBI, the political police of the
United States.”

Toledano’s reference to the im-
prisecnment of Trotsky’s followers
in the United States during the
war echoes the stand of the Amer-
ican Stalinists. When 18 mem-
bers of the Socialist Workers
Party were imprisoned for op-
posing imperialist war and ad-
vocating socialism, the American
Stalinists demanded that these
first victims of the Smith Act
be given the harshest possible
sentence.

Finally, one more prominent
wvoice came to the defense of
iStalin’s GPU killers. This was
the artist Diego Rivera, once
driendly to Trotsky. He said that
Gillespie’s  revelations were
nothing but “an FBI plot to smear
Lombardo Toledano and David
Alfaro Siqueiros politically and
socially.” Rivera, who has been
doing his utmost in recent years
ic rehabilitate himself in the
eyes of the Kremlin, was silent
about his revelations to the press
in 1940 on how the GPU sought
his /death.

While reporting these revolting

collaborators, Excelsior reserved
its main story for the statements
of Prof. Garcia Trevino. An
editor, and publicist who
acquainted with Trotsky, although
never one of his followers, he
oroved from statements made by
Lombardo Toledano in 1940 that
this well-known . Stalinist par-
ticipated in the moral preparation
of the May 24 assault and sub-
sequent assassination of Trotsky.
He auoted from Toledano’s paper,
El Popular, to show how its
columns were mobilized to prepare
the moral atmosphere for the
assault, and later to cover up the
Stalinist role by accusing Trotsky
himself of having organized the
machinegun assault.

Trevino also quoted declara-
tions of the Mexican Communist
Party in 1940 trying to cover up
the GPU gangsters. Here is a
typical one: The “attempt on the
exile of Coyoacan cannot be any-
thing but a maneuver of the Dies
Committee in the service of
imperialism while a
assault = is  prepared

_ the machinegun

Finally, Excelsior reprinte d]

some of Trotsky’s own statements
following the May 24 assault in
which
nlotting his death and in which
he named several GPU agents
who had been sent to Mexico to
organize the murder.

he accused Stalin of

-~ Accordingly, both the Demo-:

cemetery and continuing to act!

declarations of Jacson and his{

was |’

How

By Joseph Hansen
(Sixth of a series.)

The basic force driving Amer-
ican Big Business toward another
world war is the need for capital-
ist economy to expand. In the
final analysis this compulsien is
decisive, as the statesmen of the
capitalist class well understand.

cratic and Republican administra._;
tions have gone far in advancing
the preparations for a conflict in|
which they hope to crush the
Sovicet bloe and: the colonial world
and emerge undisputed masters of
the globe.

The establishment of U.S.]
armed forces, military training
missions and advisory greups in
more than 49 countries outside
the TUnited States has already
been accomplished as part of the|
grandiose design. At present the|”
UJS. has standing .armies abroad
numbering 10,000 in the Carib-
bean, 380,000 in ‘the Pacific Is-
lands, 50,000 in the WMideast,
Africa and the Mediterranean,
385,000 in. Western Europe, and,
595,000 in Korea.and Japan. By
way of comparison, the combined
army and navy of the U.S. in

7
When?

1939 on the eve of World War II
amounted to 367,000.

- The continued building of mili-
tary bases in a vast perimeter
about Asia is also part of the
blueprirt. The latest expansion in
this field was announced Sept.
26, when Dictator Franco, butcher
of the Spanish people, received
the offictal blessing of the Risen-
hower administration as well as|;
assurance of huge sums of money
in return for permission to build
military bases in fascist Spain.
These will constitute additional
springboards for attack on the
Soviet Union.

This course toward war by both-|
Demoecratic and Republican ad-
ministrations may be considered |
the constant, the long-range policy
that is pursued no matter .what
changes may be made in the
State Department or the White
House under the rule of Big
Business. '

give us the answer to the
variable, which we have tried to
examine in this series of articles,
gnd that is the timetable of the
projected war. As we have noted,

the
several times since Gen. Marshall
first projected the intention in the
fall of 1945 to prepare for
other

nounced by Pres. Eisenhower last

competent political observers as

imminent.
But understanding this does not| .

date " has been postponed

an-

'obal conflict.

WAR OR DEPRESSION
The latest postponement, an-

spring in the form of a declara-
tion doing . away with the target
dates previously. set, has rafsed,
a new  question. What about a
depression 7

As virtually every informed
voter knows, if we are to trust
the grass-roots surveys of such

Samuel Lubell, prosperity in capi-
talist America hinges on arma-
ments expenditure. Unless dollars
are dumped into the war machine
in increasing tens of billions, the
threat of depression bdcomes

A major depression, we may
be sure, would give tremendons
impulsion to Wall Street to bring
its war plans to a head. But what
about a “little depression™?

1 ness

tyeoons are thinking in precisely
such terms. I shall cite two
tvpical current examples:
Murray Shields, vice-president,
of the Bank of Manhattan Co.,
said at a luncheon at the Sales
Executives Club in New York,
Sept. 22, “If the price of eco-
nomic growth is a little economic
instability, then why not take a
little instability?” He predicted

‘ja “little depression,” but ruled

out a “real depression.”

The Oct. 2 U.S. News & World
Report declared, “There isn’t
much doubt any more that busi-
is headed for a setback.
Whait. people want to know is

,whether the dip means real hard-

ship ahead. Accepted view is that
acetivity will not drop more than
10%.” And it concludes, “Al-
together, as things look now, the
coming downturn in business
activity will not carry the country
into anything like a depression.
Actually, the adjustment ahead
may turn out to be no worse than
nearly everyone expected from of-
ficial policies to end inflation.”

RETURN TO “NORMALCY”

What these business fore-
casters seem to have in mind is
a return to “normalcy,” to some
four or five million unemployed,
sharper competition, a squeeze on
small business. A “controlled
depression” ‘of this type would
put great pressure on the unions.
Tts political aim would be to
stun and weaken the labor move-
ment — a desirable aim from
Wall Street’s point of view in
preparing for war.

Whether or not it is possible
to have a “little depression” with-
out 'its developing into a major
one like that of the Thirties is
another' question. But if + we
arsume that such is the intention
of the monopolists, .then the
corollary is that they envisage
further postponement of war.

Before undertaking the big ad-
venture, in which they stake their
entire economic and political
system, all of civilization and
perhaps the very existence of
mankind, they want to assure
iron control over labor at home.
That means they are looking to
ward g preliminary battle on the
domestic front before engaging in

It appears: that some of the

the projected catastrophic strug-

""Little Depression’’

Affect Timetable of New War?

o —

This, however,
complex question. Will a “little
depression” — granting for the
sake of argument that they can
keep it to miniature scale — have
the effect of cowing the Amer-
ican working class? Will it eon-
vert the 17,000,000 trade .union-
ists, for example, into docile
atomic-bomb fodder?

Or will the sting of the eco-
nomic whip arouse the American
workers, impelling them with
their traditional emergy and
dynamism into vast new strug-
gles that can shake Wall Street
to its very foundations? )

The latter alternative appears
to me to be the more probable.
The American workers have the
memory of the depression of the
Thirties, the bitter experience of
two world wars and the Korean
nightmare — and the schooling of
building the CIO in a great na-
tion-wide upsurge of revolt in
which millions discovered they
were of like mind and will. 1

These psychological factors,
although latent today, are none-
theless potent. They can be stirred
up and activated by the “minor
recession” that the bankers, in-
dugtrial captains and capitalist
politicians may think of prescrib-
ing for “the good of business.”

GOODBYE TIMETABLE

And dnce the working class
moves with its colossal force into
the political arena, then Wall
Street might as well tear up its
timetable for World War III. The
preliminary battle, planned to
subdie the labor movement, would

have turned into a crushing
defeat; and a new force —— Amer-
ican labor — would be mowving

with unparalleled power toward
establishing itself in government.
Such is the possible hazard of
bringing the whip down on the
American working class.

Thus Big Business, in project-
ing punitive and preventive ac-
fion on the domestic front so as
to strengthen its hand for con-
quest abroad faces a mnew and
terrible dilemma. The minor
depression might prove to bé the
catalyst precipitating new for-
mations in American politics that
could rule out any possibility for
engaging in a Third World War
Yor a long time to'come, if not

gles abroad.

forever.

The following is the text of a
letter sent by Art Sharon, N.Y.
Campaign Manager of the Social-
ist Workers Party, to the N.Y.
Post, protesting the stand taken
by radio commentator Barry Gray
in his column of Sept. 24 on the
“subversive” list and the candi-
dacy of David L. Weiss for
mayor of New York. The letter
was printed in the Post of Sept.
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What Barry G

o

n‘;

ray Dic

The- interview between Barry
Gray and David L. Weiss, :may-|
oralty candidate of the Socialist
Workers Party, over WMCA last
Tuesday night was a real public]
service, ' enabling the people to
learn something about the anti-
war and anti-capitalist program
of the extreme left wing party
in this campaign.

But Barry Gray was guilty of

of civil liberties, both over the
radio’ and in his Post eolumn
Thursday, when he undertook to
defend the Department of Jus-
tice’s “subversive. list” against
Weiss’ vigorous denunciation of
this police-state procedure. -
Doesn’t  Gray know that the
“subversive list” ;has been de-
nounced several times by the New
York Post editorially? That it

o
&

grave disservice to the cause

has been condemned by every

(Continued from page 1)

whole field of American foreign
policy. 'On China, Weiss said,
“Nobody controls it today. The
Chinése people made a new de-
cision and . . . slipped out of
the fingers of the State Depart-
ment’s agent, China’s Chiang
Kai Shek.” ’

Gray: “The State Department’s
agent in China was Chiang Kai-
shek? Then how come he’s in
Formosa ?” )

Weiss: “Well, that was the ac-
tion of the Chinese people. They
pushed him off the coastline of
China . . . He's -able to -maintain|
his residence there merely be-
cause of the American fleet.”

Gray: “I was always under the
impression that the reason he
went to Formosa is because the
Truman administration actually
refused to give him the aid he
requested and as a result he had
to withdraw his forces.”

Weiss: “There’s one shred of
truth to the point you make . .
further aid to Chiang Kai Shek
was considered by Truman .
as beine simplv a waste of mon-
ey.. Chiang Kai-shek . . . had
four million soldiers. . . armed
and equipped by the U.S. .
These troops in their great ma-
jority . . . joined with the great
peasant uprising in China.”

Unszble .to answer these facts
Gray sputtered, “There isn’t a
shred of truth in the whole
story.”” When challenged by Weiss
to give a “concrete answer,” he
changed the subject to alleged
Russian  jet-planes in North
Korea.

Weiss called for the with-
drawal of all US troops from
foreign soil. When Gray asked
“What do you think the Rus-
sians would do if we withdrew
our troops?” the socialist can-]
didate outlined the foreign pol-|
icy of a future Workers and
Farmers government in America.

| would . .

would

increased fares

|is the question of the very sur-

horror
had threatened to atom bomb
Korea, Gray blithelv contended,
“Never once

Korean picture. This has been ut-

If we used America’s productiv-
ity to help other peoples, “it
would mean that the peoples of
all eountries who want to get
their land, to have national in-
dependence, would be able to win
it with our help . .. And the
Russiane - under  these conditions
. get rid of the die-
tatorship with which they are
now saddled.” ' .

NEW YORK 'PROBLEMS

When- Gray said: “Suppose you
tell me ... what you intend to
do if elected. Mayor of the City
of New York,” Weiss said he
tackle the “scandalous
problem of the slums ., . . the
terrible shortage of schools . . .
. . increased
taxes . . . discrimination against
the Negro and Puerto Rican
peonle . . . police brutality. In
addition to all these problems . ..
the most important issue of all
confronting us in New York City

vival of NYC itself in an H-
Bomb war.”

At this woint Gray cut in.
Forgetting that Truman, to the
of the whole world,

. has the res-
ponsible press of the nation, I
underline the word responsible,
sugested anything like an atom
bomb to straighten out the North

tered by the hot heads in the
community.”

Butf Weiss insisted on returning
to the question of the war dan-
ger and the New York elections:|
“It is not enough to tell school
children to hide under a desk . . .
I belleve that the only way to
save this city . . . is to put a
stop to the war program . . .
If 1 were Mayvor of New York

BARRY GRAY TRIES WITCH HUNTING
IN HOUR-LONG DEBATE WITH WEISS

whether America should main-
tain *reops on foreign soil . . .
I don’t think . . . the working
men and women of this city want
to threaten anybody with the H-
Bomb or want their boys in for-
eign lands.”

Towards the end of the pro-
gram, Gray referring to “a gide
mention of the NY Times,” said,
“It happens to be more reput-
able and far more honest .
than any other publication I'm
sure you might believe., Now
you’re pointing to the publica-
tion The Militant and what is
that?”

Weiss: ~“The Militant is the
publication that suports the idea
of building a Labor Party. And
The Militant . . . supports the
idea of a Socialist America.”

Since the debate, letters have
been coming into SWP campaign
headquarters at 116 University
Place. Most of them condemn
Gray for his “rudeness,” “ignor-
ance” and for boosting the “sub-
versive” list. Gray didn’t seem to
get over the shock of clashing
with a revolutionary socialist. e
devoted a part of the remainder
of his program to an attempt to
get the last word in the argu-
ment — but it fell flat. He re-
turned to the question the next
night when he had a “respect-
able socialist,” Norman Thomas,
to clown for him. He devoted his
whole column in the N. Y. Post
of ‘Sent. 24 to gn attack on the
SWIP and its candidate. When
the Post turned over its entire
“Letters” column to.the SWP’s
reply, Gray took time in still an-
other program to continue the
debate. )

The British Labor Party is fav.
orably considering a resolution
which “deplores the harm done to

I would call for a popular ref-

erendum . . . on the question of

Anglo-American relations by pol-

t Know About the ‘List’

liberal organization in this coun-
try, including Americans for
Democratic Action and the Am-
erican Civil Liberties Union?
That the national conventions of
the AFL and CIO in 1948 both

demanded the rescinding of the

presidential executive order un-
der which this list was issued?

f HOW IT WORKS

Apparently Gray doesn’t know
what this “subversive list” is all
about. Here is how it worked in
the case of the Socialist Work-
ers Party: .

In 1947 Attorney General Clark
announced he had put the SWP
on this list. The SWP protested,
pointing out that it was never
irformed of the basis on which
it had been listed, and never was
given a chance to even refute
the (unspecified) charges on the
basis of which it had been list-
ed. With the aid of the ACLU,
it formally requested a hearing
&t which it could defend itself.
Clark flatly denied this reason-
able request.

Does Gray know that the U.S.
Supreme Court, in its only con-
sideration of the “subversive
list,” voted 6-3 in 1951 to se-
verely censure the Attorney Gen-
eral as acting in a “patently ar-
bitrary” manner when he black-
listed organizations without first
granting them a hearing? Does
he kmow that the U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in New York,
also in 1951, ruled that the black-
list was “a purely hearsay dec-
laration of the Attorney Gene-
ral . .. It has no competency to
prove the subversive character of
the listed association . . . 9

BROKE HIS PROMISE

This spring Attorney General
Brownell promised a new pro-
cedure which would permit hear-
ings. But twice since then he has
rejected the: SWP’s demand for
such a hearing.

Gray seems to thing that be-
cause the SWP is on the black-
list, there is no reason to. con-
sider what it has to say. He
would have done better to stick
to his political differences with
the SWP rather than pick up the
witeh-hunt technigue. Instead of
trying to smear Weiss and the

blacklist, let him answer the
SWIP candidate on: How to pre-
vent an H-Bomb war? How to
combat growing taxes, prices,
profits, slums, discrimination and
McCarthyite assaults on free
speech and association? How- to
achieve a world system of peace.

itical witch-hunting in the USA.”

abundance and democracy for all?
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raises a new ||

SWIP for being on a “hearsay”|

$18,000 Fund Scoreboard
Branch Quota Paid Percent
PHILADELPHIA $ 400 $ 493 - 123
AKRON 150 175 117
CHICAGO 1,500 1,654 110
BUFFALO 1,500 1,546 103
MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL 1,200 1,237 103
ST. LOUIS 75 77 103
BOSTON 550 550 100
L.OS ANGELES 2,500 2,500 100
NEWARK 500 500 100
PITTSBURGH 30 30 100
SEATTLE 450 450 100
Milwaukee 400 385 96
Cleveland 350" 325 93
Flint 250 230 92
Allentown 60 45 75
New York - 4,500 3,382 75
Youngstown 450 , 328 73
San Franecisco 1,006 633 63
Oakland 250 137 55
Detroit 1,500 603 40
General 385 213 55
Total through Sept. 30 . $18,000 $15,493 86

$15,493 or

quota.
There wasn’t much change from
the scoreboard of last week.

Philadelphia still leads among the
eleven branches which have com-
rleted their quotas in full and
ahead of schedule. None of the
nine branches still behind schedule
last week managed to catch up.
And on]y; two weeks to go!

NATIONAL FUND DRIVE
TOTAL REACHES $15,493

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign Manager
Branchés of the Socialist Workers Party contributed
$308 this week to the $18,000 Party-Building and Publica-
tion Fund, raising the total paid through Sept. 30 t

86% of the national ®

New York made a $110 gain
during the week and San Fran-

cisco added $187 to its score.

M. M., Minneapolis, a friend of
the 3Socialist Workers Party ‘of
many years standing, sent $1 and
wishes us the “Best of Luck.”

Two friends in Ohio sent in
their third contribution, this one
for $10.

(Continued from page 1)
ISL teach and advocate “The
desirability of a system of gov-
ernment founded upon the ‘prin-
ciples of Marx, Engels, and
Lenin? That the workers
must eventually destroy the ex-
isting capitalist regime? ... That
privats means of production and
land should be confiscated by
force if necessary, under a so-
cialist form of government? . . .
That capitalists control the ex?
isting form of Government in the
United States and use it against
the workers as a - repressive
force?” ete., ete.

The “grounds” also make clear
that the Justice Department
regards opposition to capitalist
war as “subversive.” They accuse
the ISL of having “openly sought
to impede efforts of the US to
prepare its defense from ag-
gressinn.”

Now we have the “grounds” on
which the FRI has been hounding
and badgering tens of thousands

ell over the country and in-
timidating millions. New we
know why workers have been

fired and blacklisted, newspapers
gagged, lawyers frightened,
teachers silenced and a muzzle
placed on the voice of criticism
and free expression. Now we have
it out of their own mouths. Anti-
capitalism is  subversive. Ad-
vocacy of the socialist ideal of
the brotherhood of man and the
scientific  socialist theory . of
achieving it is verboten just as
it was under the Nazis in Ger-
many. Peovle believing in the
“social philosophies” and the
theories of Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Trotsky are placed on the
witch-hunt list of the Democratic
and Republican volitical police.

Under the police-state concept
advanced by the Justice Depart-
ment, anyone, literally anyone,
who does not see eye-to-eye with
the “social philosophy” of the
FBI can be driven out of a job
and purged from all walks of
life. Any organization that does
not show “positive loyaltv” to the
witch-hunt program can be put on
the “subversive” list. This follows
from the fact that what the
Justice Department has declared
“subversive” is interwoven in the
whole historv of human thought
including all living thought in
the United States.

Particularly endangered by the
Justice Department’s “grounds”
are all liberal and labor organ-
izations, no matter how pro-
capitalist they think they are. On
*he 'basis of its “grounds” the
Justice Department can prove
anything.

Justice Department Reveals
Basis of ‘‘Subversive’’ List

For example, take the official
line of the Republican Party-that
the Truman and Roosevelt ad-
ministrations were following a
policy of “socialism.” What is to

stop the FBI from placing on the .

Alttorney General’s desk a dossier
on the “red socialist” conspiracy
of the Democratic Party? In one
sweeping move they could place
ell labor officials and the whole
New Deal-Fair Deal wing of the
Democratic Party on their “sub-
versive” list.

This is not pure fancy. 'Gfl'o:'se"

observation of the McCarthyite

preparations for the 1954 elec-

AV S

tions will show how far we have

travelled toward this.

THE MAIN TARGET

The AFL and CIO at their Na-
‘tional Conventions in 1948 showed

that they were aware of the
danger inherent in Truman’s
initial . “Loyalty” order. They

passed resolutions condemning it.
Since then, the full implications
of the whole “loyalty” procedure
have heen spelled out for all to
read. Now that the witch-hunt
investigating  committees, the
Justice Department and the FBI
have cctablished a beachhead by
an attack on the radical organ-
igations, the next moves will not
be long in coming. The
target as we have said all along
is the trade union movement.

Big Business wants the unions
reduced to impotence. Already
they have been listed for Con-
eressional  investigation. The
hunt for “subwversives” in - the
unions can affect every militant,
no matter what ‘his political
views may be.

As the McCarthyites spearhead
the drive to include the unions in
a streamlined “subversive” purge,
a mighty and unified opposition
must be ‘built to meet this_ on-
slaught with decisive and co-
ordinated taetics. To delay any

longer would be criminal light-

mindedness.

What the wunions need is a
uniform and carefully constructed
policy to (1) force the govern-
ment to call off the witch-hunting
dogs; (2) unite the unions in a
commeon refusal to ‘“cooverate”
in any way whatsoever with the
McCarthyite union-busting “in-
vestigating” committees.

The Pacific Coast Union of
Marine Firemen, Oilers, Water-
tenders and Wipers has decided
by membership referendum to
re-enter the AFL. as a charter
affiliate of the Seafarers Int’l
Union. The union has been inde-
pendent since 1936.
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Lackawanna Workers Maké' His‘tory

History was made at the Lackawanna
Bethlehem steel mill in the Buffalo area when
17,000 workers conducted a “wildcat” strike for
19 days. The strike started Aug. 31. It was
touched off by the company’s provocative in-
crease of work for the coke-oven crews. When
the workers struck, the company added fuel

" to the fire by discharging four workers, three
of them stewards, for interfering with the
“employees who wished to gain access to the
plant.” The strike ended Sept. 19 after David
J. McDonald, President of. the United Steel
Workers of America, ordered the strikers back
to work. «

- What's so history-making about a “wildcat”
strike? “It happens all the time,” an observer
of the labor movement might argue. As the
labor bureaucrats fa'l under the domination of
the bosses and the government, the workers are
often forced to take action without “official”
Union sanction. Victimizations follow. Leading
militants are punished. A lot of workers get
disgusted. Temporay demoralization sets in.
Then the workers regain confidence and the
cycle begins again.
_ What is notable about the Lackawanna
strike is that it differs from this pattern. The
strikers had to drag the dead weight of the
union officials all through the bitter struggle.
But their militancy never subsided, their
morale was not breached. The officials did all
they could to break the spirit of the workers,
but they did not succeed.
" Other features differing from most “wild

“cat” strikes were of unusual interest: The ranks

conducted a brilliant, Gdiscipli‘n-ed, tenacious

.

strike action over a remarkably long period
All the strike problems usually controlled by
the bureaucrats — strategy, publicity, picket

_organization, relief and morale — were taken

over by the rank and file. Most significant of
all, a strike leadership was selected and tested
under fire, a new leadership composed of work-
ers no higher in “rank” than shop stewards.
Another notable feature: The defense of the

~ four Negro workers who were fired. The com-

pany obviously calculated on splitting- the
workers by touching prejudices among some,
which in the past have made solidarity in
action difficult. But the attack on these work-
ers acted as a signal to close ranks.

The order to return to work was considered a
sell-out by the rank and file. They were bitter.
But the important thing is that they were not
routed or demoralized. They had learned that
it ism’'t enough to beat the company on the
picket line — you have to beat the sell-out
bureaucrats. And they had acquired a rich,
fresh experience — how to raise up new leaders
of their own in the very heat of battle.

This in our view is history-making. It isn’t
the speeches of Dulles, or the utterances of
Meany, or the conferences of the “big” people
that are fashioning the history of our time.
These are only puppets occupying the stage for
the mement. The real historical force is at
work in the deepest layers of the industrial
working class. The 17,000 Lackawanna steel
workers sent up a brilliant flare that illuminat-
ed the big changes taking place, like a
molecular process, the consciousness -of
millions. ;

in

How Do You Feel About KenYa?

Two passions are aroused in the colony of
Kenya, now in revolt against British imperial-
ist despotism. One is the passion for freedom,
stirred up by hope for a new and better life, a
hope that has breught the people of the
Kikuyu tribe to their feet and taken them down
the road to freedom. The other passion is born
of the lust and greed of a small minority of
white settlers, who, with their superior tech-
nology, have subjugated and enslaved the
native population. ; ’

The heat generated by this life and death
struggle is so intense that it is reflected in
the emotions of ‘people throughoutthe world,
even here in distant America. ' 7

We socialists hail the great emancipating
movement taking place in this continent labor-
ing its way out of the darkness of oppression.
The ultimate victory of the African people
against the system of “white supremacy”’” and
¢olonial impoverishment will be one of the
most liberating events in the history of man.

But there is a different and opposite reaction
tn the United States. We get a glimpse of it
in The Wall Street Journal. Whenever colonial
people rebel against the inferior status allotted
them by imperialist powers, all sham talk of
“Jiberty,” “independence,” “majority rule,”
and the rest is quickly forgotten. The pretensgy
of objectivity goes by the board. And the real
power-drunk money-hungry soul of the -rich
impérial rulers is bared in.all its ugliness. In
one single article
staff reporter for this voice of Big Business.
~ every slanderous epithet in the book is levelled
at Kenya’s Mau Mau movement, gonsisting of
«g59 of the entire adult Kikuyu population,”
the largest tribe in Kenya.

They are referred to as a
murderers’  club,’ “toughs,”

“professional
“marauders,”

Sept. 16 by Edward Hughes,

~ hangs in the balance.””

“gangsters,” “killers” “terrorists,” and so on.
Part of this spleen may be due to the fact that
some “whites” believe the nonsense they write
about the superiority of their own color and
can’t stand being challenged by anyone of. dif-
ferent, pigment. But the basic reason for the
hysteria is pressure on the main nerve involved
in clipping coupons. Says The Wall Street
Journal: “Kenya’s trouble . . . could be the
spark that touches off racial powder kegs else-
where on the continent.” ‘

And this representative of the profiteers ex-

“plains: “That wouldn’t be good for the U.S.
“andits” Western “allies.” A “militarily  stratégic

Yand mass — the world’s second biggest —
and an important somrce of raw materials

In a follow-up article Sept. 22, Mr. Hughes

_tells us that “in the heart of the Congo, a huge

Belgian air base — big enough to handle
American B-36 atom bombers — is abuilding
under hush-hush conditions.” What happens
to such military bastions “if black revolt
spreads across the continent?” Yes, what will
happen if “110 million black people” refuse
to stay “under the thumbs of three million
whites”? 7
When the Kikuyus win their battle against
terrible odds, the “White Highlands, 13,000
square miles of handsome hill country” will
no longer be “reserved for ownership by white
settler.” There will no longer be two laws in
the land — a law for natives and a law for
“tuxedo-clad diners,” the privileged foreigners.
The prospect of victory for the Negroes over
the “sub-machine guns and rifles” of their
exploiters appalls The Wall Street Journal. To
us it means a new day for Africa and a great

day for the world. We're all for it.

Another Purge

Government by purge continues to be the
isystem under Malenkov as it was under Stalin.

Moscow disclosed Sept. 15 that in the
Ukraine, one of the most important sub-
divisions of the Soviet Union, Dmitri Manuil-
sky (joined Bolsheviks in 1903) ‘h'as been
replaced by one Anatole Baranqukl. ‘Along
with Manuilsky, three Vice Premiers went —
N. D. Dubnovsky, A. P. Yeremenko .and G. B.

Bondarchuk. The charges against these top .

governmental figures are not reported.

" In the Republic of Georgia, the ‘ghird major
purge in 18 months swept out leading govern-
ment figures. Premier V. M. Bz}kradze was
replaced by G. D. Dzhavakhishvili; and A. T.
Mirtskhulava, First Seoretary of the Central
Committee of the Georgian Communist Party
was replaced by K. 1. Mzavaladze.

Announced Sept. 22, this crop of purgees was
followed by another three days later. Mikhail
‘BaramYa, Minister of Agriculture and Procure-
ment, was replaced by Mikhail P. G‘eorg-adze.
Minister of Culture Vladmir 1. Chaureli was
vre‘pliéed by Konstantin 1. Guria and Educa-
tion Minister Rustam K. Tsulukidze was suc-
ceeded by Georgi N. Chevladze. .

Baramya had already been purged once, n
April 1952, as second secretary of the Central
Committee of the Georgian Colmrpums.t P;’J’rty.
The charge was “hourgeois nationalism. .A
year later, one month after the death of Stalin,
he was reinstated along with other ousted lead-
ers. He had Beria’s

the main charge now lodged against him.

\

backing, which is proBably .

The capitalist press is, of course, seeking to
take full Advantage of these latest purges. Its
aim is to utilize them to smear the whole con-
cept of socialism, to picture the purge as an
inevitable consequence of socialism.

To do this, the capitalist press conviently
overlooks the crimes that make capitalism a
living horror to millions on this earth. It is
silent about the fact that Stalinism could come
to power in the Soviet Union only because of
the ruthless pressure by world capitalism on the
first workers state. And, finally, it lies in
making out Stalinism to be socialism.

The truth is that American Big Business
shares the guilt for the continued existence of
Stalinism and its crimes. Its present drive for
another world conflict is the biggest single
obstacle to the Soviet workers cleaning out the
Kremlin bureaucracy, for it diverts their atten-
tion from the task at hand and arouses fear
that any action they might take,could possibly
provide an opening for another assault on their
country such as they suffered from the Nazis.

Our duty, while continually opposing Stalin-
ism and its crimes, is to help the Soviet work-
ers by standing firm against the war drive of
Wall Street. By putting a Workers and Farmers
Government in power in the United States, we
could assure the world an end to imperialist
war, an end to all threats of conquest, the
opening of an era of enduring peace.

And that assurance to the Soviet workers
that they need no longer fear attack would
prove to be the death knell for the hated regime
now oppressing them. »

as thz concentrated force which

.ments of the -capitalist “class’ in’
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By Karl Edward

FRANKFORT, Germany —The
result of the Sept. 6 “Bundestag”
clections confronts West Ger-
many’s socialists with difficult
tasks whose solution is possible
only if through careful analysis
the social causes of the outcome
sre shown and correct conclusions
drawn about the future perspec-
tives for socialist pelicy.

Comparing the 1949 and 1958
figures,. we notice that the bour-
geois parties, other than the
CDU (Christian Democrats), lost
more than four million 'votes.
Two of these four millions went
to other petty-bourgeois organi-
zations; the other two millions,
as well as a corresponding  pro-
portion of mnew votes, to the
CDU. Thus, the CDU gained from
the losses of the other bourgeois
parties — not the more solid
bourgeois organizations (FDP,
DP) but the smaller petty-bour-
geois groups like the Bavarian
Party, DRP (Nazis), etc. These
emaller groups lost two million
votes. :
The -SPD (Social Democrats)
gained one. million votes. This
includes above all the 700,000
votés that the KPD (Stalinists)
lost. But as the SPD also lost
petty-bourgeois votes, we can say
that it got beween half a' mil-
lion and a million votes from the
new voters (who were too young
to vote in 1949). If we consider
the votes for the SPD from the
point of view of their class na-
ture, we find out that an over-
whelming majority of union
members voted for the SPD.
The social composition of the
votes can be ascertained on the
basis of electoral distriets. Quite
obviously, the decisive sectors of
the working class voted for the
SPD. The latter gained many
votes — in some of them up to
50% or 100%—in these industrial
districts, while changes and con-
siderable losses occurred in pet-
ty-bourgeois districts.

The election results clearly de-
monstrated the polarization of
class foreces. : E

CAPITALIST POLE
On one side, the CDU stands

emerged victoriously from the
competition among the bourgeois
parties. It expresses today the
political strength of -the German
bourgeoisie. The
plays the role of the coalition
partner, who, without having to
take ‘into account a mass base,
represents, the political ‘reguire-

the federal parliament or the-ad-
minigtration. - Under the CDU
banner, with Christian phrases
and political slogans linked 'to
the cult of the Bismarckian per-
sonality of Adenauer, the ruling

FDP mainly|

Report from

of - the petty-bourgeoisie for its

ket,” the European Army Treaty
and a “United Europe.” The suc-
cess of the GDU, obtained by all
imaginable means, was made pos-
sible by the mobilization of the
politically unstable elements of
the -petty-bourgeoisie.

Because of the sharpening an-
tagonism between the classes, a
conceatration of bourgeois forces
was to be expected. But it was
impossible to foresee that this
concentration would take place
exclusively in the CDU. In the
general predictions, the decom-

was overestimated. It was as-
sumed that -many
would shift to the extreme right
and that many of the new voters
would support neo-fascist groups
much more than was actually
the cuse.

We cannot expect these layers
of. the petty-bourgeosie to have
any - ‘historical foresight in the
sense of being aware of the con-
sequences of the fantastic
strengrhening ‘of - German - Big
Business, of the industrial barons
of the Ruhr and the trusts. They
hope - that continuation of the
present foreign and economic pol-
icies ‘will - maintain, expand or
rebuild their economic positions.
As long as the petty-bourgeoisie
i ‘eapable of living on the war
Loom — - and this will be pos-
sible during the first phase of
rearmament  — it will not turn
agaiﬁ-s’t an aggressive foreign
policy, even-if it is but.the pre-
lude to the hotrrors.of war.

NOT. LIKE 1933

Those who are disappointed
and depressed compare the elec-
{ion results with those of March
'1933. Despite the fact that both
elections may be considered the
starting point .for war prepara-
tions, this comparison is unjus-
tified.

The CDU  is not a monolithic
party like the' NSDAP (Nazis).
In 'the - «CDU,. despite the author-
itarian figure of Adenauer, the
social process disintegrating the
basis * of ~the petty-bourgeoisie
continues. And even. after the
creation of armed German divi-
sions, the CDU. will not be equip-
ped with such strongly organized
extra-parliamentary instruments
of power as the S8 and SA.

It is true ‘that the CDU is
supported by the same social
layers: artisans, farmers, pen-
sioned ¢fficials, backward sectors
.oth the. working  class; but..the
CDU=will not-be able to miokilize
these layers in authoritarian or-
ganizations and' control them as
the ‘Nazis did in order to make
them ‘a part of their apparatus
of power.

Morecver, the mood of these

economic policy of the “free mar-|

position of the petty-bourgeoisie i

CDU voters | &

feated - working class; Adenauer

an - intact and hostile working

the concentration of the working
class in and around one political
party is expressed. It got the
highest number of votes that the

ritory of the German Federal
Republic. In the last three elec-

together received 6,000,000 votes
in this territory, and this was
the highest labor vote between

no reason for becoming panicky,
important’ lessons have to be

most 100,000, votes behind. its

sult of great oscillations in the
past period. The failure could not
be . avoided .despite heroje efforts
by the most active worker mem-
bers of the party during the last

effort toward the end of the
csampaign of numerous speakers
emphasizing the party’s opposi-
tion to the rearmament program.
An electoral campaign cannot be
waged defensively. The laws of
war also apply to the class strug-
gle. One couldn’t help getting the
impression that the electoral cam-
paign was conducted with one
| eye on the possibility of a coali-
tion. g
1 VIGOROUS POLICY NEEDED
A clear and strong opposition
linked with a campaign against
any remilitarization would have
mobilized even * larger masses
against Adenauer's policy. It
would have aroused the young
and the women and rallied them
to the banner of the Social Dem-
ocrats: The SPD would have be-
come an even stronger magnet
for the voters of the ailing KPD.
It might have received a greater
part of GVP (neutralist All-Ger:
man People’s Party) votes. The
cne-miliion voters-opposition-bloc
KPD-GVP would have been dis-
solved and most of its votes
would have gone to the SPD.
The -lack of action regarding
the East German revolt and the
open sgreement with Adenauer
and his coalition during the deci-
give days left the leadership of the
political wave generated by these
events to Adenauer and his part-
rers. A gigantic demonstration
of the West German, working
class under the Jeadership of the
SPD and:the unions would have
shown that only the working
class can reunify Germany in

"ADENAUER

economic situation. In 1933, these
masses were desperate; Hitler's
appeal came from their dissatis-
faction ‘with the existing condi-
tions. .The masses wanted to re-
gain economic security by chang-
ing the political power.

In 1953, the masses elected
Adenauver because they want to
maintain, continue and expand
his scourse from which théy at
present “benefit. ‘And last, but
not -least, the existence - and func-
tioning of labor orggnizations de-
termines the difference bétween
1933 and today’s situation: Hitler
entered rearmament with a de-

is entering upon that path with

class.
Without wishing to make-the

est Germany

peace, freedom and socialism. Tt
would have shown that the over-
throw of the Ulbricht-Grotewohl
regime in East Germany neces-.
sitates the simultaneous removal
of ths Adenauer regime.

The loss of many petty-bur-
geois votes showed that the mid-
dle classes were not attracted by
the party’s adaptions to petty-
bourgeois demands. If we can
‘call it a defeat, it’s the defeat
of the views of petty-bourgeois
intellectuals and SPD mayors like
Kaisen, Reuter and Brauer, who
believed they could win the Ger-
man petty-bourgeoisie by water-
ing down the theory of socialism,
by putting Marxism in mothballs,
by ideological loans from bour-
rreois liberalism. The petty-bour-
geois could have been won over
if the SPD had shown them a
genuine alternative in the de-
cisive question that was debated
—war or peace.

In the parliamentary field the
SPD faces a completely changed
cituation. From the viewpoint of
formal democracy its purely par-
liamentary opposition, maintain-
ed to the very end, still had a
certain logic. The new, distribus
tion of seats has liquidated this
state of affairs. Pure and simple
parliamentary opposition has be-
come a mere comedy. Only an .
extension of the parliamentary
struggle to the extra-parliamen-
tary field can provide the op-
position with a favorable per-
spective. This situation also char-
acterizes the sharpening of the -
class antagonism -— bourgeois
bloc vs. working class! 5

situation appear brighter than it
is, we have to point out that the
SPD — - although it lost out in
the struggle for parliamentary
representation — did not suffer
a defeat. In its nine million votes

(Continued from page 1)

snd cheap commodities lies at the
base of establishing an equilib-
rium between the prices of farm
and industrial products.

These are real problems that
would ke faced by the workers
of East Germany if they had
political power in their own
bands. However, it is precisely
the bureaucratic political strue-
{ure which precludes any gen-
uine solution to the economic
difficulties. As long as the Sta-
linist bureaucratic regime  re-
mains - in power, economic dif-
fieulties” will continue to bear
down heavily on the masses,
provoking ever deeper discontent.
The bureaucracy can see only]
one way out of difficulties —
bring the whip down harder on
the workers’ back.

~ The bureaucrats cannot lead,
let alone inspire. They can only

working class parties have scor-
ed since 1919 in the present ter-

tions before 1933, -on Nov. 6,
1932, -the two workers’ parties

1919 and 1933.
_ Although the election result is

drawn from it for general anal
ysis. After all, the SPD is.al

1949 péreentage.
This refrogression is the vre-

class has succeeded in carrying
to the ballot boxes broad layers

petty-bourgeois is not the same
as then because of a different

days of the electoral campaign.
Nor could it be avoided by the

command and terrorize. But com-
mands and terror do not always
raise productivity. Productivity

By Myra Tanner Weiss

The American labor bureaucracy
has been under growing pressure
to enter the field of political ac-
tion. The old methods of struggle
against the individual boss cannot
begin to touch the burning prob-
lems of the working class today.
Inflation and taxes cut into the
living standaids of the workers.
The fear of war and atomic
annihilation oppresses overyone.
These problems require political
struggle if they are to be solved.

But the closer the labor bureau-
crats get to the political structure
of the United States, the more
they are compelled to replace the
traditional twaddle about our
“oreat democratic system” with
a more serious and critical ex-
amination of some of the obstacles
to democracy.

This examination reveals among
other things how obsolete and
undemocratic the apportionment
of electoral districts is. The need
for a political struggle to equalize
representation is underscored.
This fight deserves the whole-
hearted support of everyone.

The July issue of Economic
Outlook, published by the De-
partment of - Education and
Research of the CIO, proves that
oir “representative government”
is “unrepresentative.”” And the
August issue follows up by
illustrating some of the technical
devices by means of which “the
minority rules in the States.”
“Rotten Boroughs” and “Ger-
rymandering” are exposed.

This CIO research job, as timid
as it is in its generalizations and
conclusions, should be made re-
quired reading. It shows that
modern boss politicians are not
eontent to rely on the consti-
tutional provisions for a system
of “checks and balances” designed
to thwart, not express, popular
opinion. Both Democrats and
Republicans just don’t bother to
assure the people of equal rep-
resentation by redistricting the
states as the population shifts.

Although the 1950 census is

How Many in Congress
Are You Entitled To?

states have redistricted since then
despite the fact that 35, states
rieed to revise their districts. And
when they do, as in California in
1952, they don’t correct the un-
equal districts, but create new
6nes with fantastically dispropor.
tionate population. In Los An-
geles County alone, one district
consists of 219,000 people while
another has more than twice that
many: 481,000. In this way, as the
Economic Outlook points out, one
pernson’s vote is worth more than
twice someone else’s vote.

"As part of the struggle for
redistricting in the states, and
for fair redistricting, the labor
movement is fighting for the
passage of the Celler Bill (H.R.
6428) which would keep inequality
of representation below = 15%.
There is no question that passage
of the bill would act to curb the
greedy snatching of political pie
by the Democrats and Republi-
cans. But there are some serious
obstacles to even this reform, the
parpose of which is merely to
enforce what the constitution al-
ready provides.

The CIO% -Economic Outlook
shows how the Republicans have
used the system of unequal dis-
tricts, or “rotten boroughs,” %o
reduce the voting strength of the
Demoerats in such states as
California -and New York. The
Democrats would like to see the
Celler Bill passed in these states.
But rotten boroughs bolster the
power of the Democrats in
southern states. Amnd all the
rotten boroughs throughout the
country keep down the represen-
tation of “unreliable elements” of
the city working class distriets.

Unless compelled by mass pres-
sure, Congress will not upset its
political base in the rural popula-
tion in order to grant fair rep~
resentation to city dwellers. The
state legislatures will not want

them in office, either. For these
reasons it is necessary for the
Iabor movement to try to put
the question of reapportionment
directly before the people in those

almost three years old, only 15
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to change the districts which put.

has declined since June 17. In
addition to vast strike actions.
workers have resorted to the
slowdown weapon. It should also
be recalled that the Stalinists
had to withdraw their 10% speed-
up decree on June 16 when the
workers’ uprising began. -

INFAMOUS DECREE

In addition to the lack of rep- That decree is worth quoting.

resentation in the lower houses of

STALINISTS ORDER NEW
EAST GERMAN SPEED-UP

of the Stalinist police state from
any control over their produe-
tive activity. There are grave
problems besetting the economy,
which has achieved a planned and
nationalized . structure through
bureaueratic and military meas-
ures. But the workerg can see no
way to solve these problems other
than by a struggle for genuine
democratic control of the fac-
teries and the government.

The Stalinist bureaucrats con-
front the workers as a parasitic-
caste devouring an unfair share’
of the national wealth, well fed.
and’ concerned above .all with |
defending their privileges ™ and
strengthening the repressive ap- .
paratus of the state over the
workers. Bureaucratic sloth, the
care and feeding of the repres-
sive apparatus consume slices of
the workeys’ product. In addition
the workers have had bitter ex-
mperience with the Kremlin’s pol-
icy of looting and pillage after
the war.

The workers therefore cannot
gee any identity between their
own interests and the bureau-
watic exhortations for more pro-
duction. Slow hunger and over-.
work sap the strength of the
workers.  But the bureaucrats
cannot think in terms of raising
productivity by improving the lot
of the workers.

It casts a revealing light on the
relationship between the workers
and the bureaucracy — the most
basic factor in East Germany’s
problem of. productivity: “At its
meeting on Thursday, May 28,
vnder the chairmanship of Prime
Minister Grotewhol, the Cabinet
decided to concede to the wish,
expressed by the broad mass of
the workers, for a general re-
vision and increase of working
norms.” (My emphasis. M. W.)

From May 28 to June 16 the
infuriated workers read every
day ‘in the Stalinist press how
they “welcomed the Government’s
decision” to “concede to the wish”
of the workers to institute a
10% speed-up.

Now Ulbricht is repeating
this crude performance. “Work-
ers in some places have said the
qorms were so low they could
fulfill them by 2009 or more.
They have themselves demanded
¢ reduction of the time set for
norms. To abolish this abnormal
situation the government has or-
dered the factories themselves to
fix the morms.” The Stalinists,
} while conducting a reign of ter-
ror against the workers, pass
canned resolutions at police — and
spy-controlled meetings, and then
read the resolutions back to the
workers as proof of their “en-
thusiasm” for speed-up. .

A1l this illustrates the chasm
between the worker and the bur-
eaucrat. The workers are ex-
cluded by the whole structure

both State and Federal govern-
ment we have the upper houses,
the Senates, where rule by the
minority is assured by the Con-
stitution. As the Economic Out-
look: points out in passing, “the
Constitution itself has been .re-
sponsible for the emergence of so
many rotten borough senatorial
seats.” Election of the Senate is
not based on the principle of
representation. “The 13 least
populated states have less than
half of the population of New
York. Yet, in the United States
Senate, they have 26 votes, com-
pared to two from New York.”

But the principal obstacle to a
true expression of the desires of
the American people is the two-
party sysem. Both the Democratic
and Republican Parties are owned
lock, stock and barrel by the

people have nothing to say about
the formulation of program or the
selection of candidates. That is
why, in most elections, the
majority of the people don’t even
bother to go to the polls. Very
few, if any, candidates can
honestly claim to have been
elected by a majority of the peo-
p'e they are supposed to repre-
sent. BEisenhower, even in a year
of a record popular vote, was
elected by only about one-third
of the adult population.

LABOR PARTY NEEDED

One sure way to clean up the
rotten boroughs and remove' other
obstacles to real democracy is
through a Labor Party. Both the
Democrats and Republicans must
be thrown out of office, and with
them, the vested interests that
don’t want to see the “people
representted fairly. A new party,
based on-the working class and
advancing a program in the in-
terests of the small farmers and
agricultural workers as well as
the city working class, can clean
up all the diseriminatory prac-
tices of the boss politicians, and
begin the job of providing real

Newark Fri. Night
Socialist Forum

presents a talk on
Why and How America
Will Go Socialist

Speaker:
Harry Ring

Friday, Oct. 9, at 8:30
at 52 Market Street

states where this is possible.

NEED FOR PARTY

'When this whole situation
erupted in the June 17 general
strike, the workers learned a bit-
ter lesson. Nothing prevented
their victory over the impotent
native Stalinist bureaucrats ex-
cept *he presence of the Krem-
iin’s armies. They had the East
German Stalinists beaten with
their first powerful thrust. Only
the Kremljn’s tanks and firing
s?guads saved the Stalinist re-
gime.

Undoubtedly the tested fighters
of June 17, who displayed such
skill and tactical wisdom, will
assimilate this lesson and meas-
are *he relationship of forces
carefully before launching a new
assault. They will watech par-
ticularly for new signs of crisis
within the Soviet Union.

Above all, they will assemble
the cadres of leadership in the
factories and workers’ districts.
These cadres have already re-
vealed themselves in the glorious
fighting of the June days. The
burning task is the welding of
a revolutionary party out of this
material — for the party is the
indispensable instrument of the
workers’ victory.

- NEW YORK

Friday Night
Socialist Forum
presents g talk on

White Collar Workers
and Where They Belong

Speaker:
Mark Burns

Fri,, Oct. 9, 8 P. M.

Militant Hall
116 University Place
(near Union Square)
Questions, Discussion, §
Refreshments
Contribution 25 Cents
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™ The Negro Struggle

If we've been sharply critical the past few
weeks of the Republican administration’s
hypocritical and demagogic policy on segrega-
tion, we hope no one gets the impression that
the Democrats are one bit less guilty.

There is no “lesser evil” as between the two.
It's only space limitations that prevent us from
telling the whole story of the record of both
parties on the issues we single out for discus-
sion each week. \

To turn to the Democrats for a while, we
received several items in the mail from a

- friend traveling in the South this week.

On Nov. 1 the Southern (read “Democratic” *

of course) ‘governors will convene at Boca-
Raton, Fla. The Atlanta Constitution reported
Sept. 22 that Georgia Gov. Herman Talmadge,
chairman of the Southern Governors Con-
ference, had announced a round-table discus-
- sion would be held on “the organization and
cperation of our elementary and secondary
schools.” ’
Asked if the discussion will deal with the
development of the South’s educational facili-
ties or if it is still scheduled in view of the
segregation suits now pending in the U.S.
§upreme Court, Talmadge replied: '

“It was scheduled as'a routine discussion on
educational problems and development. klow-
~ever, some of the governors may take the op-
portunity to talk about how to preserve
segregation in the event the court should rule
adversely™>to the South’s traditions.”

[

“Solid South”

By Jean Blake

’

s MILITANT

Gov. Talmadge already has announced he
would move to abolish public schools  in.
Georgia should the court outlaw segregation
in public schools, and a similar plan‘ has been
announced by Gov. James Byrnes of Soutl’
Carolina. '

Meanwhile another line of attack by the

Dixiecrats was announced in the same issie o'

the Atlanta paper: Trial of Horace T. Ward’
suit for entry into the University of Georgiz
law school was postponed indefinitely when it
was, learned that Ward has been drafted intc
the Atrmy. :

~ Ward was drafted on Sept. 9 and immediately
sent ‘to .Fort Jackson, S. C., for basic training

- State attorneys announced the postponemen

means the case will lie dormant for “at least
two years until Ward is discharged.”

According to the Atlanta Constitution,
“Observers who interpreted the postponement
as ‘the real death of the Ward case’ reasonec
that the two-year delay might add weight tc
the State of Georgia’s contention that Ward
should take the examination (a new entrance
requirement set up while Ward’s application for,
entrance ‘was pending). They also suggested
that Ward, who began his attempt to enter the
university in 1950, might have changed his
mind about studying law by the time he is
discharged .in 1955.” ' ,

— And Democratic National Chairman
Stephen A. Mitchell said Sept. 10 the Demo-.
cratic Party will be rebuilt “on the solid rock.
of the South”! '

Martin

By Trent Hutter . :

Almost apy motion picture condemned by
the Catholic hierarchy is worth seeing, for
Cardinal Spellman znd the Catholic “Legion

~ of Decency” as well as the American Legion
attack only pictures they fear. And they fear
pictures that show up dogmatism and stress in-
tellectual  freedom. >

This is certainly true of Martin Luther, a
movie sponsored by the International Council

 of Protestant Churches and filmed on location
in Germany with an excellent, mostly British,
cast. Niall ' MacGinnis plays the title role —

- Luther, the revolutionist who broke through
the - totalitarianism of the ' Roman Catholic
Church in Central and Northern Europe to
proclaim man’s right to beliefs based upon his
own inner conviction rather than edicts of a
Pope.

The script faithfully follows the historic

facts, which Hollywood generally ignores in
its so-called “historical” pageants, although
1Luther’s opposition to the German Peasants’
"War of 1524-25 and his other political short-
comings are not indicated. But then his
progressive struggle against Popery was far
more decisive than his political conservatism.

In his 95 theses which he nailed to the door
of the Palace Church at Wittenberg in 1517,
Luther exposed and denounced the corrupting
practices of the Papal Court. When he burned

the Pope’s edict of ex-communication in 1520,

he demonstrated his determination to engage
in all-out struggle for- what he. called “a
Christian™ freedom.” The ideological revolu-
tion, which ended the Middle Ages in Ger-
many and paved the way for the scientific
spirit of modern times, had started.

Lﬁther

While in hiding at the Wartburg under the

protection of the Duke  of Saxony, :Luther]
translated the Bible into German, thereby
enabling the common man to read it. Hitherto
it had been the prerogative of the Latin and
- Greek-speaking clergy. Luther’s translation

practically created the modern German lan-
guage, easily understood from the North Sea
to the Alps.

Luther was one of the great 15th and 16th
century innovators who developed the notion
of individual freedom bringing man’s outlook
into consonance with the profound social and
economic changes of the times. Among these
were the discovery of -America, the formation
of Spain’s colonial empire, the influx of gold
from the New World the development of early’
commercial capitalism and the rise of the city
bourgeoisie. RO

In creating for the screen a stimulating pic-
ture of Luther, the revolutionist, and the era of
the Reformation, the Protestant Chuiches have
helped the movie-going public to understand a
gigantic figure of the past.

At the same time they have challenged the
totalitarian forces of our time — the arrogan
Catholic hiearchy, the witch hunters and their
new Inquisition, the narrow-minded and
cowardly conformists. Free thought must still
be defended against those who would strait-
jacket our minds with thought control! o

We applaud this effort to cousiter the flood
of Catholic and conformist propaganda pour-
ing out of the Hollywood studios” where both
Catholics and non-Catholics are more con-

=cerned about appeasing the Cardinal Spellmans

and witch-hunting McCarthys than in hewing
to the standards of freedom of thought.

Notes from the News

AIR FORCE RESERVIST, Lieut. Milo Radu-
lovich, of Detroit had the misfortune of having a
sister‘and a father whose “loyalty” was question.
ed by Air-Forge officers. Headquarters assured
him that his own loyalty was not questioned. But
in view of his ‘“close association” with members
of his family, he faces dismissal from the service.

' * & % ‘

THE U.S. ARMY BAN ON KINSEY in Euro-
~ pean libraries has now been explained. Despite an
earlier report that many requests had been made
for his report on ‘“Sexual Behavior in The Human
Female,” the Army now explains that the book
“was not thought to be of general interest” to
GI's. “Military libraries contain essentially re-
creational and educational material,” the Army
spokesman said. However, the Air Force will
have “at least one cony” of the new Kinsey report
in libraries in Europe, North Africa and the
Middle East.

* ¥ % i

“THEY HAD IT BETTER UNDER, SLAV-
ERY,” declared the New York Joint Committee
on Migrant Labor, referring to the Negro
families that are transported north in-the summer
to. work in the fields of New York, New Jersey
and Pennsylvania. Sol Markoff of the National
'Child Labor Committee charged that “hundreds
of .underage migrant children are unlawfully
employed each year picking crops under a hot
sun 10 or 12 hours a day in stooping, creeping,
crawling, back-breaking work.” A survey of
migrant camps madz by the’ New York World.
Telegram and Sun found humans living in- filthy,
makeshift shacks the “farmer wouldn’t put his
cow or hog .in.”

WE ARE LIVING TODAY on the labor of
tomorrow. According to the, Commerce Depart-
ment, the public and private debt went up 6% in
1952, or $31 billion to a record $553 billion. The
increase is continuing in 1958. Most of the in-
crease in debts was in the form of mortgage
consumer credit and corporate debt.’

* * % ok

DR. BARROWS DUNHAM, author and head of
the Philosophy Department at Temple University,
wWas dismissed by the university board of trustees
for defying the House Un-American Activities

Committee. Dr. Dunham explained his principled

stand on the ground that he disapproved of t
committee and that he did not intend to act as.an
jnformer,

|

$10,000-A-YEAR WAGE INCREASE was given
to George Meany and William F. Schnitzler, of-
ficials of the AFL, by the union’s national con-
vention. Meany will now be paid $35,000 a year.
One dissenting vote was cast by Frank Turko,
representing the Seattle Newshoys Union. What's
the matter with the newsboys in Seattle anyway ?
Do they think anyone can get by on $25,000 a
year? )

' ) % k% -

GERMANY HAS JUMPED from fifth place in
exports to Argentina to first place with ship-
ments valued at approximately $19,800,000. U.S.
exports to Argentina dropped from $49 million in
the first four months of 1952 to $19 million (ap-
proximate figures) in the corresponding ' period
of this year. 2 )

* ok %

SHOULD THE DEMOCRATS BE PERMITTED
to distribute their monthly magazine abroad? The
National Chairman of the Republican Party,
Leonard ‘W. Hall, thinks the Democratic Digest
can “promote distrust” of the United States with
its criticism of Eisenhower.

K

CONGRESS IS NOW SPENDING its second
trillion dollars appropriated in the ldst 82 years.
Well over half the money spent by Congress since
1872 went to the military. And more than half
the total was appropriated in the last.ten years

; * k%

HARRY TRUMAN WILL SAVE $165,000 in
taxes on his forthcoming Memoirs to be published.
in Life magazine. The Internal Revenue service
granted Truman’s request for a six-year tax
spread. President Eisenhower got an even bigger
tax break on his book Crusade in Europe. There
arelzl always angles to work if you have enough

ull.
p EE )

ARRAIGNMENT OF NINE Communist Party
leaders in Philadelphia has been postponed for
the fourth time. Only one of the nine victims of
the witch hunt has been able to obtain counsel,

TWO PROTESTANT GROUPS. filed petitions
with the State Department in Washington protest:
ing against “unjust” and “exorbitant” taxes whic}
‘have been levied on their churches by the Italiar
Government. One of the Protestant ' spokesmen

~said, “Taxation at this:-level -amounts-- to - cor--

fiscation.”
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Are We

(Continued from page 1)
observes that “it looks now, the
industry won’t have it so good
again for a long time.” It com-
pares “the industry’s projection
of 5 million cars annually” with
1950’s. 6.6 million and this year’s
6 million. And “seasoned economic
observers . . . have a hunch that
new car sales could plummet to-
ward the 4-million mark.” )
Farm Equipment: This industry
is. already in a serious slump as
reflected in its average net profits
per firm for the first half of 1953.
These declined 6% from the same
period in 1952, while the average’
of all "industry rose 139%. “Re-
duced farm income was a prime
factor in. the small sales of farm
equipment makers,” reports the
N. Y. Times.

Construction: The Sept. 28
Wall St. Journal reports its 13-
city survey . which - shows that
“home building, which has been a
staunch prop under the economy
this year, appears to be taking a
sharp turn downward.” For in-
stance, there are 15% to 25%.

downturn of the magnitude of the
one now taking place could have
considerable impact on the gen-

jeral economy. And some of the

tiggest builders are slashing their
operations deeply,” the Journal
finds. ' i

Another significant economic
indicator is eapital expansion.
Does private industry propose to
increase or reduce its expenditures
for expansion? The National In-
dustrial Conference Board on
Sept. 22 released the results of a
roll' of 159 representative manu-
facturing firms which indicates,
according -to the N. Y. Herald-
Tribune, “a downturn in planned
expenditures for mnext year’s
capital expansion programs.” 48%
of the companies plan to reduce
their capital expenditures; only
14% said they expect to spend
more. This is no small ,“soft spot”
in the economy. !

YOUR POCKETBOOK

But it takes more than evidence
of such “soft spots” to shake
the “urbridled optimism”' of | a

| Fairless and: make him “see rel”

about/the prospects of a recession
or depression. For, said he, “thers
is one statistic in which I put motre
Taith than in any other — 'and
that is the condition of the Amer-
ican consumer’s pocketbook.”

I hate to undermine the touching
faith of the Board Chairman of
U.S. Steel, but all the evidence
goes to show that the poor aren’t
going to get any richer in the
period ahead. In fact, consumer
income is already lagging far be-
hind production and is going te
fall still further to the rear. °

The present situation is one of
production expanding at such a
rate that the beginnings of glut
— surpluses due to overproduction
in relation to buying power — are
increasingly visible. The previ-
ously cited poll of the National
'Industrial Conference Board (a
'Big Business agency, by the way)
.discloses that oniy 7% of manu-
 facturers report current demand
|in excess of their capacity. 17%
find their capacity now greater
than the demand for their goods.
In fact, 13% of the companies
said they expected to retire some
of their. capacity in the near
future. : )

‘The Wall St. Journal of Sept.
22 cites example after example
of firms reporting sharp declines
in their backlogs of unfilled orders
and says that “these tales of
backlog shrinkage are typical of
a  production-overtaking-demand
trend that’s found across the
-country. . . Sagging sales are re-
sponsible for the declining — or
'disappearing — backlogs of many
firms.” ( 3

Declining incomes for workers
and farmers are not merely a
future threat. America’s farmers
in the first eight months of this
‘year got 6% less for what they
sold thar in the same period of
1952, reports the Agriculture De-
partment. Citing this decline in
farm income, Leon Keyserling,
former chairman of the Council of
Economic Advisers, on Sept. 28
warned the CIO Electrical Work-
ers convention that there is a
danger that labor will be asked
to “take a small wage reduction
or stay where you are for a
while,” ‘ v
‘Actually, a growing wave of
lay-offs in the past few weeks
has stripped many scores of thou-
sands of industrial workers of all
their wages. New reports of lay-
offs how appear in the finangial
pages almost daily. I cite a few
of the most significant from the
dozens in my files: :

. General Motors, Studebaker and
Chrysler have laid off tens of
thousands, -many for indefinite
periods - General Electric threw
out 700 from its freezer division;
 Singer Sewing Machine reduced
its work force by 500; McDon-
‘rell, Boeing and Bell aircraft
companies all have laid off

sizable groups of workers, In-
ternational Harvester has dropped

5/\;’ S

Toward@Slump_?

Headed

less new homes started in Phila-
delphia now than a year ago and
50% less in Houston. *, , . Al

Waiting
For the Axe
To Fall

Delegates from the International Longshoremen’s Assqcia’-
tion sit glumly with their leader President Joseph P. “King”
‘Ryan (right) glumly awaiting the decision of the AFL conven-
-tion in St. Louis which expelled them. The expulsion has touched
off a bitter struggle on the New York-New Jersey docks. (See
article on this page.):

10,300.. U.S. Rubber gave the gate
to 600. Republic Steel laid off
1,018 in 2 plants; Jones &
Laughlin Steel “furloughed” 350
as the result of a drop in the
“seasynal demand” for tin plate;
and Fairless’s own U.S. Steel has
informed ‘500 men at its tin plate
mill in Pittsburgh that they are
“expendable.”

A considerable slice in Amer-
ican labor’s purchasing power is
also being made through the
elimination of overtime pay, which
millions of workers find necessary
to make both ends meet. The Na-
tional Association of Purchasing
Ageits on ‘Sept. 26 reported that
“overtime is fast disappearing
and some plants have cut under
forty hours to hold- their peo-
ple” (N. Y. Times, Sept. 27).
Julius Backman, an economics
professor at New York Univer-
sity, recently wrote in the N. Y.
World-Telegram that there is an

time a week in manufacturing in_
dustries ‘and the “elimination of
this - overtime could act as a

offset to a reduetion . .. in em-
ployment = opportunities.” Any-
way, it could act to cut an average
of $6 weekly from the paychecks
of millions of workers.

Unemgployment, part - time ‘and
climination of overtime pay are
not the only factors working to
destroy Fairless’s “faith” in the
“condition’ of the American con-
sumer’s pocketbook.” He must
also have noted newspaper head-
lines of Sept. 23 reporting that
the official Department of Labor
cost of living index has reached
a new all-time high for the sixth
straight rise in a row.

Thus, the only question facing
most of us today about the con-
dition of our pocketbooks is how
far and how fast will consumer
purchasing power drop?

RETURN TO “NORMALITY”

The economic decline toward
which we are’ heading is rep-
resentad by virtually all capitalist
spokesmen and leaders. as really
a good thing — God forbid that

ominous-sounding as a recession
or a depression. Fairless calls it
‘a return to “plain old-fashioned
competition,” ‘as if -he were talk-
ing ~about “plain old - fashioned
strawberry shortcake.” Edward
T.: MeCormick, - president of the
American ‘Stock -Exchange in New

“'period of rolling adjustment.”
W.. Harold Brenton, president of
the -American Bankers- Associa-
ition, would welcome it ag a
“healthy adjustment.” And Sylvia
' Porter, the financial columnist of
the: Iiberal N. Y. Post, sums up
‘the attitude of the business class
and, press by agreeing that a
“return to, competition” would
“just be a return to something
approaching normality.” But what
will this “normality”. mean for
the workers?’

This' “normality” of American
capitalism means five million or
more . unemployed. /It was  the
“normality” that Truman said
was desirable’ when he tried to

- minimize the recession of 1949-50,
‘before the Korean War pulled the

profit system out of another hole.
Truman then said, as quoted by
Arthur Krock in the Feb. 15,
1950, N.Y. Times:

“A certain amount of unem-

million, is supportable. It is a
good thing that job-seeking should
go on at all times; this is healthy
for the economic body.”

The capitalists and their gov-
ernment in the spirit of Truman’s
words, have set their sights on a
“’49-type” depression. “It will
be mild,” the U.S. News and|
World Report assures us, “maybe
as mild as' the . adjustment of
1948-49 that few people remem-

ber.,” Note that word “maybe.”

A study made by the Bank of
New York, published last month,
states that even if we have a
“mild recession” of the ’49 type,
there would be a “minimum” of
6 million unemployed.

This is predicated, however, on
the basis that there will be no
in government
spending. Since the end of the
Korean Wiar, the Pentagon has
announced the
only $5 billion in war orders,
military spending
has totalled only about $1 billion
less for 1953 than for 1952. And
the total federal budget projected
for 1954 is only $2% billion less
than this year’s $74.6 billion, a
mere 31/3%

It has now become evident that
U.S. capitalism  cannot be sus-
tained at a peak even on the
basis of the Korean War level of
spending. Only increased govern-
ment war spending can tempor-
arily prevent an economic slump.
‘The ruling” capitalists and" the
Republican ~administration hope
merely to “control” a recession at
a level of five, six, seven mil-
lion unemployed, until their war
plans mature. .

They may, perhaps, prevent an
accelerated down-shde for a year
or two or three by some expe-
aient and measured doses of in-
flation — increased government
war-spending primarily. But the
explosive contradictions of capi-
talism, which begin to manifest
themselves in the very midst of
unprecedented peace-time milit-
ary. expending, will not permit

while actual

"Ireal issues as the threat of a

average of about two hours over- |

long. Before the Wall Street
rulers will stand the single choice:
All-out war or full-scale depres-
sion. But meanwhile, they will
confront the colossus of Americ-
an organized' labor which may
not stand docilely waiting for
either axe to fall on its neck.

Chicago Tenants
Score Fire Traps

CHICAGO — Tenants of  the
slums surrounding the scorched
ruins of the tenement where 18
were burned to death in the Labor
Day fire are beginning.to take
action. Sqme 150 residents in the
aeighborhood met in the Progres-
sive Baptist Church to' discuss
ways and means to make land-
lords do something about. the

it should be called anything so|

York, speaks of a “shakeout” and|

During’ the past week, com-
nittec members have beéen ring-
ing doorbells - to aequaint’ people
with the new organization and
ask their cooperation. The"com-
mittee has an appointment to

place its grievances- before the

DISCUSS INSPECTION
Another meeting of tenants at
the McdKinley Community House

Union of Electrical Workers,

sales tax.

Local 447's board last week
adopted a resolution calling for
nation-wide union protest demon-
trations if a bill for a national
sales tax is brought before Con-
gress. The resolution proposes
that all ‘union members in the
United States — 17 million of
them — stop work an hour early
on the day the bill is presented,
and repeat the demonstration each
day thereafter until the proposed
law is dropped.

THE TIME TO FIGHT

If some such real mass action
had been taken prior to the
passage of the Taft-Hartley Law,
in all likelihood it would never
have been passed. The time to
start the fight against the sales
tax is right now. And the way
to fight is not only by verbal
protests but by some form  of
nation-wide united mass action
along the lines suggested by the
leaders of Local 447.

Rank and file unionists every-
where could take no more effec-
tive measures to defeat the drive
for a sales tax than to take up
the proposal of Local 447 and
urge the leaders of the AFL,
CIO and big independent unions
to undertake united action to
combat the sales tax. .

CONGRESS OF LABOR

A Congress of Labor in Wash-
ington, with representation from
all the local unions of every
section of the labor movement,
could advance genuine. labor
unity around the fight over such

sales tax and through joint mass
action involving all the workers.
Here is an issue that will ‘win

|National Labor
Action Urged to
Stop Sales Tax

The executive board of Local 447, CIO International

representing the production

workers at the Federal Telephone & Radio Corp. in Clifton,
N. J., has started the ball rolling ®- z

toward national labor action
against Eisenhower’s projected

organized workers, but of the teng
of millions of non-organized
wage earners who will also feel
the bite of further federal tax
extortion. .
Eisenhower and his lieutenants
are pushing the build-up for the
campaign to put the sales tax bil}
through Congress in the fall,
When . the General opened . the
drive with his speech about “ne
tax . .. too hard for us to bear”
Secretary of the Treasure George
M. Humphrey made it clear thah
Eisenhower wasn’t' talking aboug
increasing the taxes on the richs
He told the American Bankerg
Association convention  that
“there will be no request fop
renewal” of the excess-profits
tax which expires Dec,. 31.. Likes
wise the elimination of the temw
porary increase in regular core
poration-income taxes “will bee
come effective,” he said, as well
as a 10% cut in income taxes,

All these cuts for the rich will
leave a ioss of an estimated $8
billion in federal tax revenue and
a still more serious deficit than ale
ready exists. But . Eisenhowep
proposed to balance the budget;
How? His spokesman Humphrey
laves no other avenue open exs
cept the sales tax.

ATTRACTIVE LABEL.
According- to the Washington
staff. of the Secripps Howarg
newspapers in their weekly sizew
up on- Sept. 26, the Administras
tion’s plan is to put over the tag
on counsumers goods in a disw
guised form. The “term ‘saleg
tax’ will be avoided by GOP w
as it was by Democrats. Hope is
that ‘manufacturers’ excise tax®
won’t sound so bad, won't bes
come political liability.” ‘
But it will be more dough out
of the workers’ pockets by whate

[

the support not only of the

ever name it’s called.

By Art

in a bad way this Week as

courts and Eisenhower moved
in to bleak the stranglehold of
Ryan and his henchmen .over-the
longshoremen here and impose
their own domination.

After turning a pious face
away from the stench of extor-
tion, murder and just plain shake-
down of some tww decades, the
AFL high chiefs looked into the
ILA affairs and, under pressure
of unsavory publicity, expelled
the TLA from the AFL.

. AFL forces spearheaded by
Paul Hall, leader of the East
Coast AFL Seamens Union, mov-
ed in quickly to break off pieces
from the hard-pressed Ryan em-
pire. Their most important ac-
quisition to date has been Man-
hattan Local 891 of some 800
members known as the rebel lo-
cal with a reputation for a vig-
orous struggle against Joe Ryan.

The Ryan gahg had their dif-
ficulties with the ship owners
too. The AFL move came in the
midst of the wunion’s contract
negotiations and was undoubtedly

vent the ILA from getting a
legal contract. The Ryan leader-
ship, on the other hand, sees a
contract as an important weapon
against the threat of the AFL.

At the same time they are no
longer in position to sell out the
rank-and-file longshoremen in re-
turn for a bargain-basement
contract. Fresh in everybody’s
mind is the stubborn struggle
vut up by the rank and file long-
shoremen against Ryan’s sell out
in 1951. For the Ryan gang to

Sept. 29 discussed the possibili-
ties of forming tenant groups to
inspect buildings for violations
of fire and health laws. )

This is a very good idea be-
causz the City Hall inspectors
bave a reputation for reporting
“no vielations”“on tenements no
matter how 'dangerous their con-

where the Labor Day tragedy
occurred was just one
such examples.

Aids Phone
Profits, Hikes Rates

_ Wage increases of less than 4%
granted long-lines workers were
the principal reason for the Fed-
eral Communications Commission
to grant the Bell Telephone . Sys-
tem an 8% rate increase for in-
terstate long-distance calls. The

ployment, say from three to five|:

repeat the verformance of that
year would be to invite certain
catastrophe.

Accordingly, for the first time
in the memory of longshoremen
here, the Ryan gang called =
strike against the ship owners
who have refused  the demands
of the union. There have been
numerous strikes in the past, but
they were all so-called “wild cat”
strikes initiated by the rank and
file longshoremen in opposition to
Ryan.

Dewey’s moves, while ostensib-
ly . directed against the Ryan
gang, actually are aimed against
the longshoremen. He is enforcing
the new law to register all long-
shoremen and control all port
hiring. ~ AFL * Teamsters head
Dave Beck is seeking to coordin-
ate the AFL drive with Dewey’s
campaign, *

- Maritime: -workers the world

phone trust will net /$30-million
profit more on the deal.

over have had bitter experiences
with governmental registration.

DOCKS TORN | {[
INTERNAL UNION BATTLE

Labor, the state government, the®——

prompted by the desire to pre-|

o STaRE,

Sharon

NEW YORK, Sept. 30 — The kingdom of Internas
tional Longshoremen’s Union Boss Joseph Ryan looked

the American Federation of

The AFL forces, in their eagers,
mness for any allies, are voicing
no opposition to this threat. They
are leaving that field to the press
ent JTLA leadership who, of
‘course, are opposed to the pros
posed. state move since it hits. at
them and their cohorts immedie
ately. :
The leaders of the CIO Nae
tional Maritime Union view the
waterfront developments with
considerable alarm. They cannot
Wwelcome the prospect of the AFL,
Seamen’s Union and Paul Hall bes
coming the power on the New
York waterfront. Hall has not
hidden his ambitions, which in-
«<lude supplanting the NMU, larg+
est seamen’s union. T one
Hall had previously tried to
cement alliances with- Ryan and
his gangster -associates with 4
view toward his principal goal,
Every threat to Ryan by the
ILA ranks found Hall in support
of the Ryan mob. However,. in
common with other AFL leaders,
Hall firally found the Ryan
leadership becoming too great &
liability. Ryan’s ouster from the
AFL now affords Hall the golden
opportunity to achieve his objecw
tive through a route he hitherte
had not believed -possible =
through actually supplanting the
Ryan machine. o
Ryan’s difficulties are the longe
shoremen’s opportunities. Botl.
the racketeers now riding the
longshoremen’s back and the AV,
bureaucrats who would like to
replace the other racketeers are
anxiously. watehing the workers,
The New York longshoremen wi
10t have the kind of union they
need and want until they take
over and run things on the
waterfront themselves. ‘

CHICAGO

Saturday Night
‘Socialist Forum

How to Fight
" The Slum Problem

Speaker:
Marjorie Ball

Sat., Oct. 10, 9 P. M.

SWP Hall
734 Seuth Wabash
Followed by:
Dancing, Entertainment,

Refreshments . ;
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