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.ems GOP Plot

A ma)orxty of th& American
people are opposed to the Korean
war and want it ended immediate-
1y. Most . political commentators
agree that any major party can-

 didate who offered to ,end the

war’ at’ once and bring the troops

- home could win the election hands
down,

~Through most-of his campaign,

- General Eisenhower tried to live

up ‘to:the bi-partisan: agreement

to- evade the war issue. But the

sentiment - of . the people has

proved too-strong. -The general

criticism of the Democratlc ad-
ministration’s Korean policy. This
criticism, to be sure is 99% dem-
agogy and contains no suggestion
for ending the war now, -
Nevertheless, ~-the - criticism
,obliged ‘Adlai Stevenson to defend
the administration’s policy in Ko-
rea. In a you're-guilty-too fire-
side” address on Oct. 16, \he de-
nies the Republican claims that

and better. He brazenly defends
Truman’s whole course. He repu-
diates the very suggestion that

~ The Korean War Gomg

- By Farrell Dobbs, sSwp Presndential Candldate

they could have done differently|

has; been- forced to venture .into

the troops bg pulle‘t] out of quea

VER WEISS, umdldates

By GeorgeCl’arke
SWP Campaign Manager

. 1f election campaigns were con
ducted on the rules of truth and
fair play and candidates were ob-
liged to admit the source of their
ideas, the people would see that
the only .party that has given
the real ‘score on the situation
at home and in the world, the only
.party with a‘consistent program,

is. the Socialist Workers Party

Examine the following:

~-Item: Thomas Dewey — “
‘the only way the Democratic Par-
.ty can bring about full employ-
‘ment is by the dead and mangled
bodies of young Americans. ... .”
Item: Adlai Stevenson — The
" New Deal saved America for capi-

.« v

“talism. There were one milliont

communist and socialist votes in
©-1982: there would have.been ten
million anti-capitalist votes in
1936 if not for the New Deal.

Item: Progressive Party :
Comes out in favor of popular
‘referendum to decide Korean war.

Conclusion: None of the parties
shows the origin of these ideas,
and they all use them to raise a
dust-storm ‘6f confusion in' order|
to avoid the real conclusion which
would lead to voting for Farrell
Dobbs and Myra Tanner Weiss.
That’s it — go do just that on
November 4! (P.S. The Pennsylva-
‘nia' SWP is listed on the ballot as

-Militant Workers Party. And in
all states where the SWP is not
on the ballot write in the name
Farrell Dobbs.)

FAST TOWN . —
lFAST CAMPAIGN

Lack -of space in The Mlhtant
1keeps us from giving a real pic-
ture: of all the local campalgns
‘The most intense campalgnmg is
‘being done right here in New York
where candidate Michael Ba1te11
. for U.S. Senate keeps on the
move day after day in the closing
weeks before election. In the last
fews days he participated in a
* 'symposinm with Republicans and’
Democrats at New York Univer-
sity, debated Joe Glass of the SP
“at the Community Church, spoke
in. a panel at the Modern Trends
Political Forum at the Harlem
YWCA, debated a couple of Re-

(Continued on page 3)

How to Fig ht
Inflation and
Price Gouging

By Myra Tanner Weiss
SWP Vice-Presidential
Candidate

All over the country on my na-
tional campaign tour I have heard
the same grievance from wives
and mothers on whom, the burden
of housekeeping. falls: “Prices are
so high I can’t make ends meet
any more. I don’t know what I'm
going to do.”

The situation is desperate for
millions and its getting worse all
the time. The -cost of the war
preparations and the Korean war
is responsible. The war profiteers
and price gougers, of course, are
adding fuel to the flames.:

I don’t think Stevenson or Ei-
senhower have anything to of-
fer to halt ‘the inflation, unless
it’s a depression. And they’ll try
to keep the war boom going to
prevent that. Eisenhower talks
about cutting government waste
but he doesn’t mean cutting the
military forces. Stevenson is in-
dignant about any talk of reduc-
ing war spending.

* Prices aren’t going to come

I’'m: speaking to the women es-
pecially — drive them down. We
have to organize and carry on our
own fight economically and poht—
ically, to halt inflation,

The Socialist Workers Party
has a really effective program
to combat’ high prices. First of
all, we are against any form of
government ‘wage freeze. We fa-
vor pxoductlon for peace, hot for
war. :

We'd like to see. 2 oompulsory

cally raise wages, pensmhs and
compensatxons when the cost of
living goes up. And that includes
taxes. The cost-of-living index
should be determined by labor’s
own statistical services.

We advocate that committees
of Thousewives, unionists and
small merchants be formed to
stop profiteering, to fix prices
‘and rents and to control them.

What we need now is to get
together. We need to coordinate
our efforts and go after the pro-
fiteers. Let’s spend less time lis-
tening to the.false promises of
capitalist. politicians -and more

time organizing militant action.

P s S LD A N T

to be:true? Then let them submit

'have to make the sacrifices in

.ular referendum. whether or .not:

down unless we the people — and |§

cost-of- hvmg clause to automati-|
1948 to help Kutcher take his ap-

to Keep l

He asserts that come What may
he will not end the war..

pletely unfounded statement that
Truman’s  “prompt decision” :to'
invade Korea:was “salutéd by all
‘Americans, whatever: their. party

and by free meh everywhere.” :

“This is not -only a° falsehood.
1t’s ‘a slander of the msajority: of
the péople here and abroad. They
never ‘saluted’ Tnuman’s one-man
-decision to mtervenef in’Korea.
They never halled the: monstrous
atrocities .committed by ‘the U.S,

and napalm dumped on. mixlllons
of helpless Koreans. : . ¢’ :

MOST UNPOPULAR WAR

We were dragged mto the Ko-
rean war without our comcent No|
doubt, the bankers-and wdr con-

mirals saluted’ Truman’s -action.

farmers have revealed: ‘their hos-
tility to the war in .poll after
poll.. Can anyone honestly ‘deny
this is the most. unpopular ‘war
in our -entire hlstory"

It is true that the representa-
tives of both capitalist parties
in Washington saluted Truman’s
‘police action.” Even such a foe
of the admlmstlatwn as Senator
Taft gxeeted Trumans unconsti-
tutmnal moveg with a declaration
of .support. And it was hailed by |
Genelal MacArthux

denounced and opposed tlns ‘war
from the first. ‘

Abroad, hostility to. the war in
Korea is so great that only 16 of
60 countries - in- the United Na-
tions ‘have’ given: eveh token aid
in this so-called “Umted Nations” |.
war. The UN has scraped up a
bare- 50,000 troops for Korea and
these only after -the greatest

Acheson and his State Depart-
ment crew are begging and
threatening .in the UN for more
troops from other c’ountries.x

PEOPLE REJECTED WAR
Stevenson chides “some Repub-
licans” who “faver extending the
war to China.” He says that as
a result of the “Great Debate”
over MacArthur’s dismissal, “The.
Congress and the American peo-
ple overwhelmingly rejected this
advice to extend . the war.”
Stevenson is right. The people.
did reject the extension of th
war to China. But the people havz
also rejected the war in Korea it-
self. Does Stevenson or Eisen-.
hower or anyone else deny this

the question to a democratic vote, |
Let the American people, “who

the Korean war, decide in_a pop-

they want the boys to stay in{
Korea or come home.

But that is the last thing Ste-
venson — or. Eisenhower -

That: is- Stevenson’$: pomtl‘on.‘
You can take: it or ‘leave it. But] "
| you don’t. have to take his com-§ __

-and whatever their station in life,|

military — the lugh explosxves :

But the majority of workers.and|-

prodding by Washington. Right}
nmow Secretary- of State Dean

tractors,  the generals and ad-| %

The Deniocratic * administra-
tion has agsin klcked the coal
miners -in  the: teeth. Truman’s
hand-picked Wage Stabilization
Board intervened to deny: the
350,000 workers in. the soft coal
industry the full wage increase}
granted by the mine operators in
the latest United Mine Workers
“contract. Four employer. and four,
so-called public members on the
WSB joined to out-vote four la-
‘bor members and. cut forty cents
from the $1.90-a-day raise which}
John L. Lewis had negotiated.

True to their militant policy
and tradition, .the miners have;

left the pits.in a virtual national:

strike. They face a possible gruel-
ling: struggle. of long duration
should the government prove ad-
amant in its decision to slash the
miners’. agreed-upon new wages.
The WSB, whose. function is to

fight “against “inflation.” Last
summer, however, the “Truman
administration handed a stagger-

‘ing price increase to- the basic
‘steel corporations after they had.

(Continued on page 8)

refused to accept a WSB wage

Committee Pledges :to'(‘;‘:d‘niinﬁe

Fight to Win Complete \hctory

‘NEW YORK; Oct. 22 — The Kutcher Civil. Rights
Committee today expressed its satisfaction over the “par-
tial victory” won for James Kutcher in the Appeals Court

tervene wherever necessary to aid
the legless veteran in: his fight
to regain his job.”

The' committee was. formed in

peal to the federal courts' and the
court of public opinion. Since
‘then it has mobilized the support
of more than 700 organizations,
including the following natfonal
groups:

‘Amalgamated Lithographers of
Ameriea, - CIO; ' Amalgamated|
Meat Cutters and Butcher Work-
men, AFL; American Civil Liber-
ties Union; Americans for Demo-
cratic Action; American Veterans
Committee; Brotherhood of Sleep-
ing Car Porters, AFL; Independ-
ent Socialist League; Industrial
Union, Marine and Shipbuilding

and said it was prepared sto in-»

dies - Garment Workers Uhnion,
AFL; - International ~Longshore-
men’s and Warehousemen’s Un-
ion; Jewish.National Workers Al-
liarice;: Jewish Socialist Verband;
‘Mechanics -Educational Society of
America; ~ National" Association
for ‘the Advarncement of Colored}
People, Nat’l CIO Committee to
Abolish - Discrimination;« National

Union, CIO; Negro ‘Labor Com-
mittee; Slovene -National Benefit
Society; Socialist Workers - Par-
ty; Student League for Industrial
Democracy; Transport Workers
Union, CIO; United- Auto Work-
ers, CIO; United Hebrew: Trades,

In:addition, scores:of newspa-
pers and magazines -have con-
| demned his discharge and asked

‘Workers, CIO; International La-

v

for his reinstatement.

Lawyers Guild; National Maritime|

ruling and had provoked a drawn- |
out steel strike.
" UMW President Lewis indicat-
ed he will not try ‘to halt the
strike, ‘He charged: “Four agents
of the National Association of
Manufacturers, aided by a pro-
fessor from the Harvard Law
School (WSB Chairman Archi-
bald Cox) and his timid trio of
dilettante associates form a ca-
‘bal to steal 40 cents a day ‘from
each = mine, worker.* Naturally
miners resent .such th1every. "
The irony of the .situaion is
that this administration move to
undermine the UMW wage con-
tract came within a week after

the United Mine Workers con-

COAl MINERS FORCED oUT ON S TRIK E
BY NEW BLOW FROM ADMINISTRATION

ventlon endorsed the presiden-
tial’ candidacy of Democratic Ad-
lai Stevenson. Lewis himself end-

‘ed 12 years of opposition to the

Democratic administration only
to be confronted by this new as-
sault,

By their fighting spirit and
solidarity the miners have beaten
back a whole series of attacks by
the - ‘government wunder both
Roosevelt and Truman. With the
same militancy and unity, they
will successfully resist the latest

‘assault, It is the duty of the
whole labor movement to- rally

behind the miners who once again
are spearheadlng labor’s strug-

: gle.

: oyalt ’
gless Ve

16 when the U.S. Court of

Gum for Civil llberlles
In_First Judicial Defeat
lof the Purge Program

By George Breitman ,
The government witch hunters got a sethack on Oect;

Appeals for the District of”

the case of James Kutcher, New-¥
ark legless veteran who was dis-
charged from the Veterans Ad-
ministration in 1948 because of
his membership in the Socialist
Workers Party. As I. F. Stone
noted  in his Daily Compass col-
lumn, - it was the “first judicial
defeat” that Truman’s “loyalty”
program has suffered.

This rebuke to the administra-
tion was good news to the defend-
ers of civil liberties ‘everywhere.
It was more than a legal victory
— it was also a moral victory
for the millions of Americans who
have protested through their or-
ganizations against Kutcher’s dis-
charge, and it will undoubtedly

‘thave the  effect of encouragin

further registance to- the witch-
hunt inside the courts and out-
side.

“NEW DOUBTS”

" The decision casts “new doubts

+ . on the validity of the At-
torney General’s list as a proper
.means of determining the loyalty
‘of individual - Americans,” the
N.Y. Times wrote in ‘an editorial
on QOct. 18. And anything that
casts new doubts on that uncon-
stitutional blacklist, already con-
demned as abritrary by the Su-

ment for the cause of civil hber—
ties.

The Circuit Court decision must
have come as a surprise to gov-
ernment attorneys assigned to re-
stricting civil liberties and per-

secuting political dissidents. They |

have got used to having every-
thing their own way in recent
years and to regarding the courts
as rubber-stamps for each new
assault on the Bill of Rights. It
must shock them a little to find
a few judges around who are still

willing to :tell them: “You are

preme Court, is a healthy develop- | ?

Columbia Circuit handed down lts unanimous dec1s10n in

i—

D)

JAMES KUTCHER

getting careless, and forgetting
that there are certain formalities
you must observe.”

That happened a few -weeks
.ago in the Smith Act trial of -
Communist Party_ leaders in New
York, when Judge Dimock
quashed .the indictments against
Simon Gerson and Isadore Begun
because the prosecutors had: not
attempted to prove they were

(Contlnued on page 2)

By John F. Petrone

»NlEWiARK,; (]ct. 21—“The Cir-
cuit Court decision was a victory

_| for our fight, an impertant vic-

tory, but the first thing I want
to. say about it is -that I still

H haven’t got back my job.” That

-was how James Kutcher, the leg-

with The Militant here today.

“I hope you won’t misunder-
stand,” he continued. ' “I know
that my job isn’t the most im-
portant thing in.the world, that
it’s'a tiny thing compared to the
big constitutional issues involved
in the witch hunt. But to me it's
a symbol for those bigger issues.
'‘Maybe, I sound. narrow-minded,
but . any court . deeision that
doesn’t includer the ,return of my:
job can never be satisfactory to
me, even if it has some good
things in it. "

Jimmy - admltted “he had felt
elated ' last Thursday -when he
heard by phone and over the ra-
dio that the Circuit Court had up-
set his discharge. But after read-
ing the text of the decision and
getting all the facts, he says, “I
felt let down again, even though
I know we have made some prog-
ress. The least I hoped for, after
hearmg that they said my dis-
charge was illegal, was that they

less veteran, began. his interview|.

'would put me back on the job,
pending the next steps by the
government.”. -

Instead, he remains suspended.

Despite his initial expresslon of
dlsappomtmenﬂ he remains the
same Jimmy Kuté¢her — miodest,
cheerful. and confident that his
'flght will - be vmdxcated in  the
end.

WHAT NEXT?

I asked what he thought would
happen next. -

“If I had the answer to that B
think I’d know more than the
government lawyers do,” he
laughed. “Almost anything is pos-

sible. The' government mlght ap-

peal the decision.to the 'Supreme
Court, or my lawyers might, but
I don’t think either is likely to
take .that.step.

“General Gray. (VA admmls-

trator) has the next'‘move. He can|
decide to clear me and put m=.

back on 'my job, or he can fire
me . again, abiding . this time by
the procedure the Circuit Court
said he would have to follow -in
such a case. If he reinstates me,

that’s the end.of the .case. If he
fires me,: then -I will be back

where I .was:in- December 1948,
and I will have to start my appeals
to the Loyalty Review Board and
the courts all over again. My

friend, I. F. Stone, had the right
name for it when he said this]
milght set the ‘merry-go-round’
in motion all over again.”

THE REAL “CRIME”

* I reminded him that the Times
had quoted E. E. Odom, solicitor
of the Veterans  Administration
in Washington, as saying that
General Gray would have to de-
cide this time if Kutcher has ¢om-
mitted any ‘disloyal acts.”

“That would be a good thing —
if true,” Jimmy said. “They’ve
never even accused me of ‘dis-
loyal acts’ in -the past, and they
certainly. can’t show: any ‘mnow.
My ‘crime’ in their eyes wa$ that
I have socialist ideas they don’t
like and that in accord with those
ideas I belong to a party that is
working to win the American peo-
ple to socialism.

“Mr. Odom may be mght If so,
it will be difficult for General
Gray to rule against me. But ac-
according to some interpretations
of the decision that I have heard,
he doesn’t have to decide any-
thing about my ‘acts,” all he has
to do to fire me again is say that
he has examined all the evi-

,|dence and doesn’t believe I am

loyal — which is something en-

tirely aside from my aets.”
I asked him if he had seen yes-

'm Still Barred from My Job,

freeze wages, dealt its blow at}.
the miners, in the name of “thet

James Kutcher Tells The M:htant

terday’s Dally ‘Worker ed:ltorlal,
taking a different attitude to his
case than in the past. The Stalin-
ists created quite a scandal in the
labor movement a few years ago
when they denounced Kutcher
and urged the unions not to help
him. He hadn’t seen it, so I
showed it to him and waited un-
til he read it.

“Well,” he said slowly, =
think that’s a good thing. I'll nev-
er forget the way they sniped at
me when I was trying to mobil-
ize support for a fight' against .
the purge and I'don’t think any-
body else should forget it. But
I welcome this change ir policy
on their part even though I
think they should have come "
right out in the open and ad-
mitted they were wrong before.”

NEED UNITED DEFENSE

He thought about it some more
and went on: “You know, I've -
spoken to hundreds and hundreds
of groups all over the country
about my case. And each time,
even while the Stalinists were
sniping at me, 4 always included
a few remarks condemning the
witch hunt against the Corhmu-
nist Party, and urging support
for their civil liberties, despite

my political differences with

'(Continued on page 2)




~ il' ikerties and his right to asso-

" peared in the N.Y. Times on Oct.

-him in Ttaly during the Second

“because he belonged to the Trots-

m

Ot"'

ark, became a socialist in 1935

Socialist Workers Party on Jan. 1, 1938 Three years later

)~

Main Developments in Case«
That Has Stirred Millions

Before the case began: James Kutcher, born in New-

1] cal of many unsolicited com-

and a charter member of the

he was drafted and part1c1pated='

as an infantryman in the inva-
sions of North Africa, Sicily and
Italy. On Nov. 8, 1943, he was
wounded by a German mortar
shell in the battle at San Pietro
and lost both legs. He spent the
next two years learning how to
get around on artificial limbs.
In August 1946, he got a clerical
job with the Veterans Adminis-
tration; his work was rated sa-
tisfactory and he received two
promotions during the next two
years.

Aug. 16; 1948: Kutcher was no-
tified that he was accused of
“disloyalty” because of his mem-
bership in the SWP, whose name
had been put on the Attorney
"General’s “subversive” blacklist
without any hearing or prior no-
tice in November 1947. He de-
cided to challenge his proposed
discharge as a violation of his civ-

ciate with. whom he pleased, as
provided. by the Constitution.

‘Sept: 10, 1948: He got a “Hear-
ing” from the VA Branch Loyal-
ty Board in Philadelphia. The
board’ refused: to let him or his
lawyer, M. J. Myer of Chicago,
enter into the question of whether

‘cators, artists and writers, In the

subverswe, claiming it was
barred from considering that mat-
ter. Kutcher freely testified to-
‘his own views,. denying that he
advocated unconstitutional means
to achieve socialism, The board
denied his request for a: bill .of

loyalty.”

Sept. 1948: A non-partisan or-
ganization, * the Kutcher Civil
Rights Committee, was formed to

several prominent labor leaders,
liberals, clergymen; veterans, edu-:

next four years it obtained sup-
port from over 700 national and:
local organizations representing:
many million Americans con-|
-cerned about the defense of the
Bill of Rights and Kutchers
plight. .

Oct. 13, 1948: Kutcher was no-:

the testimony presented at your
hearing, has been fully consid-

ist for belief that you are’ dis-
loyal. . . .” This resulted in his
suspension from his job. He at|

or not the SWP was actually

once appdaled the decision to the

.

The government has not indi-
cated what steps it will take next
in the Kutcher case

The N.Y. Times (Oct. 17) re-
-ported that E. E. Odom, solicitor
of the Veterans Administration;
said “the VA will* abide by the
court’s decision.” It quoted him as
adding: “Any further legal ac-
tion, sueh as appeal to a higher
court, will be up to the Depart-
ment of Justice, which represents
us in s;ach matters.” The report
continued:

“Mr. Odom sald however, that

" Mr. Kutcher would not be re-
turned to his job in view of the
fact that the Appellate Court’s
decision let stand the original or-
der suspending him. He noted that
reinstatement by the Veterans
Administration would depend on
the outcome of any further legal

[ @out’s Next Move Uncertain

pa1tlcqé1ars as to his alleged “dis-|

help him get justice. It included }

tified that the Philadelphia Béard
had ruled against him, declaring: |
“All evidence of record; including!

ered and reasonable grounds ex-|

‘ht for

lusme

Wishing You Luck
-- Typical Letter

The: following lettér is typi-

‘munications received. by James

Kutcher since the O¢t. 16 Cir-

cuit Court decision: on his case:
Dear Mr. Kutcher:

- Had read of your case when:
it first happened. Am wishing
you luck. Hope you are -rein-
rstated. This will be a tremen=
dous victory for fair thinking.
Good luck. o

Brooklyn, N.. Y.

VA Admlnlstrator, Gens’
Gray, Jr., and bégan. vxslﬁmg' all
orgamzatlons who- would: Hear
him to enlist their support.
Dec. 17, 1948: The “loyalty’

phia Board had not’ considered
“all the: evidence” and that le
‘gally they had- a Wesk case. So
‘on this: date the Loyalty Review
Board issued its Memorandum
32, making it
dismiss any government employee
belonging to the SWP -and four
other organizations. {(Truman’s
original “loyalty” order said that
membership in blacklisted. groups
would. be considered as only one
piece of evidence:-in deciding on-
the loyalty of any individual em-
ployee.)

Dec. 29, 1948: Gen, Gray's of-
randum 32 left him “no c¢hoice biat
to affirm the action” of the Phi-
ladelphia Board in suspending
him. He expressed no opinion
about Kutcher’s: loyalty, basing

action the Depa‘rtr'nent of Justice
might undértake and on the de-
termination by Mr. Gray, Admin-
istrator of Veterans . Affairs,
whether Mr., Kutcher has com-
mitted any ‘disloyal acts.’”

asked by a reporter on the phone
in Newark if he intended to re-
apply for his job with the New-
ark VA. Kutcher said that he cer-
tainly  would df his lawyers ad-
vised him to. The Newark News
reported:

“A spokesman for the local VA
office said Kutcher’s application,
if received; would be referred
without comment to the central
VA office in Washington, It was
explained the dismissal order
priginally came from Washington
and that Kutcher’s personnel file
is there.”

On 'the same day, Kutcher was

the national
Board in Washington.

March 31, 1949: A three-man
panel of the Loyalty

said they were “bound” by the
Attorney General’s designation of
the SWE, which meant they could
not consider the basic issues,in
the case, :

April 25, 1949: The Loyalty Re-
view Board wrote Kutcher, agree-
ing with Gray that Kutcher’s
membershlp in the SWP made his
discharge ‘‘mandatory.”” No ref-
erence was made to Kutcher’s
own loyalty. This ended the ad-

federal courts,

Carl ;i

purgers knew that the Philadel-|;

‘mandatory” to].

fice wrote Kutcher that Memo-|'

his decision entlrely on ‘Kutcher’s|
admitted SWP membership. Kut-|
cher appealed Gray’s: decision: to:
Loyalty Review:

Review:
Board listened to the appeal. They

ministrative phase of the case.
The next step was to go into th“e:-

June 1949 to Feb. 1950: Kut-.

D‘efend*ers of Civil Liberties

inent defenders: . Geeorge- Novack,

Jaﬁes Kutcher (e 'nte §~'s nhOWn nboi}e with two of his prem-

Exfrdcfs from U S, Clrcuitﬂ
Court of Appeals Def«..ilswn

national secretary of the non-

partisan Kutcher Civil Rights Committee (left), and Carl Holder-
.man, president of the.New Jersey CIO, the first of the hundreds
“of* l&bor, liberal -and ¢ivic m'g‘amzatlons that have rallied to the
defense of the legless veteran since 1948.

speaking .to hundreds of organi-
zations-and arousing strong sup-|on
‘port -against the .arbitrary meth-
ods of the witch hunters.

Feb. 9, 1950: The case was|
taken :into the federal district
[ court in- Washington, with Joseph
L. Raul, JIr., of that city .Jjoin-
ing Myer as Kutcher’s ‘cournsel,
'The suit asked that Kutcher be
Yeinstated with back pay, .that|
MTruman’s “loyalty” order be de-

‘the Attorney General be ordered
‘to- withdraw and destioy his black-'
list. It also charged inconsisten-
cies. in the 'way the “lofalty” or-
der was applied to Kutcher, in-
‘cluding the contradiction between
‘Memorandum 32 and the language
of the order. It accused ‘Gray and/

lating Kutchier’s:rights when they
based their decision on Memoran-
dum 82, and’ noted  Gray had
given a . different ‘reason for fir-
g him' than- the Phlladelphda
Board had used.

June 26, 1951: The case was
argued "before Federal District
Judge Edward M. Curran. Rauh’
‘called attenfion to the recent Su-|
preme Court'decision in- the Joint
Anti-Fascist Refugee, Committee

cher went on a natlonal tour,

clared untonstitutional and’ that|.

the Loyalty Review Board of vio-|

i A
eral for including organizations

them a hearing and a chance to
answer - charges. Judge Curran
sided completely with the govern-
ment, ruling that the reasons
Gray gave for - firing ' Kutcher
were ‘“‘immaterial.” .

Sept.. 7, 1951: Appealwasflled
Wwith the Circuit Court 6f Appeals
in Washington, last stage before
the: Supreme Court.

April 10, 1952: The case was
argued before Circuit -Court
Judges Proctor, Miller and Pret-
tyman, two.of whom had already
upheld the “loyalty” purge in the
Dorothy Bailey case. The Ameri-
can Civil Eiberties Union filed a
brief on behalf of Kutcher as a
“friend of the court.”

Oct. 16, 1952: The Circuit Court
ruled unanimously that Memoran-
dum 32 was invalid, -that Gray
had acted improperly in resting
the discharge solely on Kutcher’s
membership in the SWP, that the
discharge. was voided and the dis-
trict court order was reversed.
However, the court refused to rule

al, and Kutcher’s suspension was
left standing, . pending furthes

‘case, attacking the Attorney Gen-

iact—ion by Gray.

Court Upsets Firing of Legless Vet

(Continued from page 1)
guilty of anything more than be-
longing to the Communist Par-
ty, which is still not a crime. It
happened again in the - Kutcher
case, when' the Circuit Court found
the government officials were ex-
ceeding even the extremely ar-
bitrary powers asserted by them
under the “loyalty” program.

NATURE OF DECISION

James Kutcher’s attorneys went
before the Circuit Court with a
series of fundamental constitu-
tional challenges to the Presi-
dent’s “loyalty” program and the
Attorney General’'s “subversive”
blacklist. In: addition, they raised
a_ number of procedural objec-)
tions to-Kutcher’s discharge show-
ing it violated not only the Bill
of Rights but even the provisions
of the “loyalty” order. The Cir-
cuit Court had no sympathy for
Kutcher’s claiims. on the basic is-
sues, and rested. its decision pri-
marily on the technical questions.
(See extracts from decision on
P. 2)

According to Truman’s “loyal-

ty” order, membership in a black- |

listed: organization is only one

in ruling on an employee’s loyalty,
and the decision is supposed-to be
based on “all the evidence.” But
the Loyalty Review Board, acting
on the advice of the Department
of Justice, cooked upia special
rule (Memorandum 32) making
it “mandatory” to discharge any
member of the Socialist. Workers
Party and’ four other organiza-
tions on the blacklist.

Kuteher was fired by the VA,
and his discharge was approved
by the Loyalty Review Board and
the federal district court, solely
on the basis of this special rule.
That meant there wasn’t even the
pretense of considering  “all the
evidence.”” And that was just a
little too raw even for a Circuit
Court that has given its sanction
‘to the “loyalty” purge in the past.

The Court therefore ruled that
Memorandum 32 is “without valid-
ity or force and should be disre-
garded.” It reversed the decision
of the federal district court. And
it set aside the order removing
Kutcher from employment

AN IMPROVEMENT

So far, so good. Whatever else
the Court did, these actions rep-

piece of evidence to be considered

resent an improvement over the

T The N.Y. Ties Editorial

Under the title “The Kutcher
Case” the following editorial ap-

18:

A veteran named James Kut-
cher, who lost both his legs when
a Gerthan shell exploded near

World War, was dismissed four
years ago from a clerical post in
the Veterans Administration on
grounds of disloyalty. Kutcher
was: not accused of having per-
formed any disloyal act, but ap-
parently was dischargedw solely

kyite Socialist Workers Party,
which had been placed on the At-
torney General’s list of subversive
organizations. Now the TUnited
States Court of Appeals in Wash-
.ington has held up Kutcher’s dis-
‘charge, ordering the Veterans Ad-
ministration to examine “all the
evidence” to determine whether
“fegsonable "grounds” exist for

‘preme Court because the: organi-

‘of individual Americans. Without

belief that Kutcher is actually
disloyal.

We welcome this decision be-
cause of the emphasis it places on
guilt of the individual as such,

in contrast to the theory of guilt|

by association or decree. The
Attorney General’s list has alr-
ready been attacked by the Su-

zations named in it were given no
hearings to enable them to reply
to.the charge of subversion. The
effect of the Kutcher case would
seem to be that membership in
one of these organizations is not
necessarily by itself sufficient to
warrant dismissal from fedéral
employment. New doubts are thus
cast on the validity of the: Attor-
ney General’s list as a proper
means. of determining the loyalty

expressing any opinion on Kut-
cher’s loyalty or disloyalty it ap-
pears to us that the court has
acted in a way to strengthen the

Tmmediately after ruling that

‘that membership in and activities

‘sion,

serve warning that the govern-
ment cannot justify the firing. of
any government employee mere-
ly by showing he belongs to an
organization disliked by the At-
torney General, (This strongly re-
sembled the position. taken, by|

ship in the Communist Party does
‘not automatically. justify convic-
tion for violating the Smith Aect.)

But the Circuit Court . did’ not
stop. by upsetting Kutcher’s dis-
chargé. Kutcher had: asked to be
restored to his job with back pay.
Instead, the CourE restored him!
to the suspended status. he hadj:
before being dischargedi So he
still is barred from his job, pend-
ing “considération and determina-|:
tion by the (VA) Administrator
of the ultimate issue as to
whether on all the evidence rea-
sonable grounds. exis )
that Kutceher is dis

ga1n in Kutcher’s legal fight, and.
in the general struggle ‘against
the doctrine. of: guilt by ‘associa-
tion, the facts show that it is:
only a partial gain, only a limit-
ed victory: The decision also had|
decidedly. negative and evén. re-
actionary features,. and: these
have. to be noted; especially be-

being: made about the character
of the decision as a. whole. (For
examples, see the editorials in the
N.Y. Times and Daily .Compass,
quoted elsewhere on this page.)

NEGATIVE FEATURES
Such claims are disproved; by
the text of the Court decision.|:

‘membership in a blacklisted group
could not be cited as the sole ev-
idence for discharging an em-
ployee, the Court declared:

“We do not mean to suggest

connected with a designated. or-
ganization may not, in the cir-
cumstances of a case, justify dis-
belief in the loyalty of an em-
ployee. Obviously kueh evidéhce
thight fairly support that coniclu-
and so requite an em-
ployee’s removal. Yet in edch in-
stance it rests with the Head of
the department or agency to
make the final and controlling de-
termination. In’ this case, involy-
ing Kutcher's loyalty, the vital

previous situation because they];

Judge Dimock that mere member- |’

While! this deeision: ﬁmeks alt

cause certain inflated claims:are|

15 in-accord with the language of

proseribes certain organizations

affording the aceused a chance

‘it rests on nothing more than the

Consequently, it is mcorrect to
say as Ted 0. Thackrey did in
the. Compass, that now “guilt
may not be assumed.” Gray is
still free to assume anything he
Dbleases, provided he does ot
SAY that he is basing discharge
solely on membership.
] Thackrey is also wrong - when'
he says the decision requires that
“guilt must be. proved” in court
ot anywhere.else, or that “PROOF
must be by evidence,” Actual]y,
‘Gray does not have to prove any-|.
‘thing; heé does not have to, ad-|.
duce a single piece of ev1dence,
the “loyalty” program doesn’t re-
‘quire him to do these things, and:
‘the Court, which bases itself

‘doesn’t require him to. do. them,
“either.

SAFEGUARDS

he Gourt, made thispoint- quite
x;ﬂxcxt when it réaffirmed ibs;
ruhng' in thé Dorothy Bailey case‘
thit “proceedings against am ap-
cant ol empl‘byee umler he!
yalty Program pul
mmlstratlve in character, in no
sense criminal, and do not re-
quiré the constitutiénal and tra-|
ditional safegusirds. of a Judiclal
Heut:thed :

Kitcher had ‘asked the Court to
‘recoghize his “constitutional and
traditional” rights, which mcludes
such things as the right 1o be as-
sumed innocent wuntil proved
‘guilty, the right to know the na-
ture and source of whatever ev-
‘idence ' -might be ititboduced
‘ag‘ainst him, the right to -thihk

as He pleases and join the party
of his' choice: without beihg pe-
mnalized for it, ete. The Court
‘turned hifn down. Therefore Gray
is peétmitted; under this- Court's
‘decision; to ighore Kutcher’s con-|
istitutional rights and- do- just
‘about what He Wwishds — so long
ias Ris explanation for his actions

Traman’s- executive order. -

The main cog in the “loyalty”
purge machine is the Attorney
‘Generalls ‘“‘subversive” list. It

without a hearing, without the
submission. of evidence; without

to defend themselves — in short,

say=so of one government bureau-

cause of civil liberties.

question still awaits the Admm-
istrator’s decision.”

®
v

100% on the “loyalty” programh, ).

leran

gullt by association: or by de-
cree.” The Supreme Court con-
demned the list as arbitrary a

Justice has paid no attention to
this 'ruling. \

‘BLACKLIST UPHELD

Kutcher asked the Circuit Court
to declame the blacklist -iinconsti-
‘tutional ‘as a whole, and to order
the Attorney General to. remove

‘the list in particular. The Cireuit
Court refused and gave its sanc-
tion, to the blacklist. Thus the
“loyalty”’, program continues as
before, minus only Memorandum
32,

The removal of that memoran-~
dum does not end “guilt by as-|
soclatlon,” ag Thackrey and the

: Tlmes 1mp1y What it does rather
1is to

‘wrote in a lucid, well-balance
analysvs of the. dec1s1on (Com-’
‘pass, Oct. 17). )

This is. a gain, and: every. gain

‘| for the cause of civil liberties

deserves -to. be hailed, But this
.cause will not be. helped by ex-
ag'gelatmg the scape of the gain
and. thereby obscuring. the pro-

.| portions of the victories that ‘still

‘have: to- be won if the Bill of
Rights ‘is to be a reality for all,
4 RESULT: OF SUPPORT

Even. limited gains cannot be
ascribed to the benevolence of the

courts. As Kutcher himself noted
‘ih a: press conference on Oct. 16,

-hie could not éven have taken the
‘ease into the: courts without the

moral and material aid he got

Civil: Rights Committee and its
huhdreds of suppotting labor and
liberal organizations. |
The first judicial defeat of the|
“loyalty” program proves that it
is possible to make headway in
the struggle against the witch
hunt. Further headway will' be

made, and decisive vietories will
‘be scored, through the. expan-
-gion, strengthening dand united ac-
tion of all the forces opposed to
thought control. The Kutcher de-
fense movement has already made
important  contributions to the
welfare of the American people;
it will undoubtedly make more by
inspiring renewed. resistance to

crat and is the very essence of

the police-statesmen.

on his list without even giving|

the “loyalty” order and ‘‘subyer-|
'sive’ blacklist as‘unconstitution:|’

year ago, but the Department of |

‘the Socialist Workers Party from|

I'm Still Barred from

The following extracts cover the main pomtq

in the decxsmn on the case of James Kutclier:
: ~made by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Dis-’
o trict of ‘Coumbia Circuit on Oct. 16. The unani-
¥ Taous decision was written by Circuit Judge

“James M. Proctor, with Judges Wilbur K. Mil-
ler and E. Barrett Prettyman concurring. Kut-
‘cher is the “apellant” and’ the offieials of the
. Veterans Administration, Department of Jus-
tice and Loyalty Review Board are the “ap-

. pellees”:

. The dlscharge of Kutcher is attacked on’
several .grounds, ranging.- from. irregularity in

' the administrative proceedings to unconstitu-

tionality of No. 9A of the Hatch Act and the

. Executive -Order (9835, in which President Tru-
. man set up the “loyalty” program — Ed.) We

shall deal only with those questions essential to
- the dlsposmon we-are making. of the case.
It is contended here,.as-in the District Coutt,

" that although the Executive Order required a

definitive determination by the Administrator;
“head of the Agency, (Carl Gray, Jr., of the VA
—Ed.) no such determination. was made by that
officer; therefore that Kutcher was deprived
of the rdquisite review and decigion by the Ad-
ministrator and as a result his discharge was
illegal and of no effect. The District Court re-
- jected this contention and. adopted that. of the
defendants, It held that . . . “The grounds for
the affirmation were immaterial.”

. «. We come then to the crucial question.
Did Kutcher. have the procedural: benefits of
Executive Order 98857 Standing accused of: dis-
loyalty as a cause for removal from employ-
ment, he was entitled to the benefit of all the
"safeguards provided by that Order. It was nec-

substance to the requirements of the: Orders
(The: Court tlien reviewed the contents of the
Executive Order. — Ed.)-
The final. deeision rested with the Adminis-

determine on all the evidence whether there

cher was disloyal to the Government of the
United- States: That' was the ultimate; the con-
trolling issue. Kutchier was entitled to: the Ad-
ministrator’s decision of that very question.

Instead, Yollowing the dictum of the Loyalty
Review Board in its Memorandum No. 32, the

ted membership in the Socialist Workers Par-
ty made his removal mandatory under No. 94

torney-General’s determination that the organi-
L zation was one which sought to alter our form

ig in substance the contention now made here

weakness.

Neither No. 9A of the Hatch Act nor the Ex-
ecutive Order does in terms proscribe member-
ship in the Socialist Workers Party by an em-
.ployee, and neither Congress nor the President

ganization designated by the Attorney General

ment. On” the eontrary, the Executive Order,
coming after the Hatch Act and designed in
part to implement that Act in a fair and prac-
- ticable way, makes disloyalty the test, and
membership in organizations désignated: by the
Attorney General, including those seeking to
" alter - the form of Government by unconstitu-
tional means, merely a factor “which may, be

of adisloyalty.” ¢

the Loyalty Review Board to make rules not
' inconsistent with provisions of the Order and
advise departments and agencies on- problems
relating to employee loyalty, we must con-
clude from the plain provisions of the Order
_that the ruling or adviece of the. Board in its
Memorandum 32 is inconsistent with, these pro-
visions. Therefore it is without validity or force

‘pellant attacks the competency: as evillence of

essary for the proceedings to conform in all:

.trator. Upon him fell the .duty to impartially

were reasonable grounds for belief that Kut-

" we now hold that the Attorney General’s
Adininistrator held only that *Kutcher’s admlt-’

of the Hateh Act, in  accordance with the At-

of ‘Government by unconstitutional means. This -

by appellees. But- that argument has its fatal -

has- seen- fit- to- make membership: in-any .or--_

cause for removal from Government employ- -

considered in connection with the determination

.. Although the Executive ‘Order empowers

and should be disregarded . ;

We do not mean to suggest that membei*shlp
in and aectivities connected with a demgnated
organization may not, in the circumstances ' of
a case, justify. disbelief in the loyalty of ‘an

employee. Obviously such evidence might faird . .

ly support that conclusion, and so require: an - :
employee’s temoval.  Yét in each  inftanee it"
rests with the head of the department or & n- g
cy to make the final and controllitig. detépimifia-.’
tion, In this case, involving Kutcher’s: loyalty,
the vital question still awaits the Admmlstra- :
tor’s - decision. :
' One. other contention must be noticed,. Ap- :

the designation by the Attorney General:

i Socialist Workers Party. as an _orgamzbition‘

seeking to alter our form of governmént by un-
constitutional means. This action, resulfed from .
‘the Executive Oxder, which charts;the procedure
for carrying out the Loyalty Program. As we
have shown, the Order requires- the Depart-
ment of Justice to furhish the Loyalty Review-

- Board with the names of- organizations ihimi-

cable ‘to our form of government, includiig:
those seeking to alter its form of governmant'
by unconstitutional means, It directs: the-Board
to disseminate that information to- all: depar«t~
ments and: agenciés. %7
It also provides; as heretofore. indicated, - that
membership in or affiliation with any organiza-
tion designated by the Attorney General:i as.
seeking to alter the form of Governinent by
unconstitutional means: may be considered: in:
determining the question of disloyalty. In.fuls
fillment. of ‘these express provisions: of the: Exe«
ecutive Order the Socialist Workers Party. came::
to be classified by the Attorney- General as-an:
orgamzatlon of that character, and: was: so res:

" céived in the Kutcher case for consideration- m

determmmg the issue of dmloyalty,‘ e
¥ 5 A

248, 182 F. 2d 46 (1950)1, afflrmed ]
ly divided (Supreme) Court, 341 ULS."
L. Ed. 1852 (1951), we held that pi
against an applicant or employee- undi
Loyalty Program are purely administiat

quire the. constitutional and traditional
guards of a judicial trial. Adhering to:that 1

nation of the Socialist Workers Party was o
petent evidence in the administrative procee
. ings against Kutcher.* Both the demgnati ;
and its considerations in these proceedings, fell
directly within the scope of the Executive Or-
der, and come fairly within the bounds of our
decision in the Bailey case.

(*In a footnote at this point the Curcmt Court
took note of Kutcher’s citation of andther. Cir-

cuit Court decigion in the Remington: ¢ase and:
the Supreme Court decision- in the Joint ‘Anti-
Fascist Refugee Committee case to support his,
comp]amt that “the Attorney General’s desxg-.,

hearmg # The Court dlsmassed thls po ;
'saying: “Assummg such to be true, nelther of

- these cases- considered the use of such ‘designa-- .

tion’ as evidence in a removal preceeding under
the President’s Loyalty Program.” It, therefore
irefused to take themi into account in the pres-
ent case. — Ed.) .

. In accordance with the views expressed,
the order of the District Court dismissing’ the
complaint (by Kutcher) is reversed; the cause is. .
remanded with directions to enter judgment
setting aside the order removing Kutcher from

employnient, without prejudice to the (previous), g
, order suspending Kutcher and consideration.and -
determination by the Administrator of the wle

timate issue as to whether on all the ‘evidence .
reasonable grounds exist for belief that Kut-
cher. is disloyal to the Government of the Unit-
ed States; and for such further action by the
Administrator as may be consistent with 1’115
decision made upon that issue, 5

/

ty Job

“reduce the orbit of guilt|
by’ﬁ association,” as I. F. Stong|

from the: non-partisan. Kutcher [f

[ The Daily Compass Editorial

James Kutcher case has taken
a step toward. settirig a precedent|

rather, it has restored a principle
of Anglo Saxon law which the dis-
honest and abusive. practices of

(Continued. from Page )3 )
‘them. That’s because I know that

free speech can never be secure
far me or for you as long as any-
body’s rights are violated.

defense of the civil' liberties of
‘all. That’s why I'll welcome what-

'ty is willing to give in my fight

‘Court decision helped to teach
the Stalihists or anybody else a
lesson about thie need for defend-
ing the rlghts of -all, then that’s
another thing t‘o be sald in its

favor.”

1 started to ask about some-
thing else, but Jimmy continued:
“Yes, I.welcome anybody’s sup-
port — imcluding that of the
'N.Y. Times; even though it’s only
implied: They say now that the
Circuit. Court decision striking

‘the fight for civil liberties and:

“I’ve always advocated the de-
fense of all victims of the witch:

‘hunt,<and- united’ action by all in ;.i nterested to learn this: At last

‘ever support the Communist Par-|

for reinstatement. If tkte Cireuit

down Memorandum 82 is a good

told people then to support my
fight against it. However, better:
late, than never.”
Readers of The Militant will be

Thursday’s press conference im
New York (attended by the AP,
UP, Times, Compass and others)
Jimmy was asked what he’s been
doing while waiting' for the court
to decide his case. He explained
that he spent part of his time
speaking about his. case before
whatever organizations he could
reach, and that in addition, he
recently finished a book about his
life and. the case. .

When 1 jinterviewed him in his
home, I brought the matter up
again, and he told me about it,
as well ‘as letting me look at a
.copy. It’s a. full-length book, and

from the chapters: I had time to

Ted 0. Thackrey, editor of the
Daily Compass”. hailed the Cir-
cuit. Court ruling in the Kutcher
case in an editorial entitled
“Court’s Loyalty Decision Re-
stores Rule of Law” (Oct. 17).
Extracts follow:

Now, at Tong last, the
Umted States Circuit' Court of
Appeals, in the long-drawn-out

for the guidance of lower courts;

government had momentarily suc-
ceeded in subverting: guilt may
not be assumed in disloyalty
cases any more than it may be
when the citizen is charged with
any other crime . . . it must be
proved, through due process. of
law, and in a court of law. The
decision restores the living prin-
ciple that accused citizens must
be assumed innocent until or un-
less PROVED guilty . . . and
PROOF must be by evidence, not
merely. by accusation,

The Kutcher case is of the ut-

thing. I wish they had said it four
years ago when I first began to:
fight for the revocation of that
memorandum; I wish they had] L
‘witch hunt goihg on, and may .
hesitate to publish ity he-said.” ..
“On’ the other hand, it-may mnot

:read, an exciting' story. Jimm%y

a publisher, but doesn't knew'
-what to expect.
“Publishers know J;hel‘e is h

be well:enough: written ‘to: war-
rant publication. But welll ‘sée.

me patience if nothing- else.”

Jimmy wouldh’t 1ét me go with-
‘out stressing what ke had: told
the New York press cm.ference'
" “This- decision convinees me
more. than. ever that, it pays. to
resist any and all encroaﬂhmonts
on our. democratic liberiies. . I
hope it will encourage others to
Join, together in militant defense
.of the right of all Amencans to
iv,peak write and. associate: free~
y” .
" He also asked us to reprmt
this statement:

“L want to express my.de,eﬁp
thanks to the non-partisan Kute

hundreds of national and: loeal
labor, liberal and civic-organiza.

to help me obtain: justiceé; and
my lawyers who have labored:
‘hard in the good cause, Joseph L.
Rauh, Jr,, and M. J. Myer. With-
out their help, material and” mq-’ :

case into the courts.” :
. And finally he expressed his
thanks to The Militant as “the’

‘paper that has sustained and in- .

spired me since I first started
to read it — the only publication
in the entire country, by the way,
that had the foresight to under-

‘stand, discuss and expose Memo-
randum 82 when

most importance: . . .

‘peared.”

it . first . ap-

said he has already sent it ‘to

The last four years have taught ke U

cher Civil Rights Committee; the =

tions which assisted in its efforts - :

ral, I could never have taken the o



: ‘ ‘disloyal ‘the court opined.
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Farewell,

1. . The following address was delivered by James P. Caxmon at the®
i memonal servnees for Goliile Geldman held in Los Angeles October l

 Stalinists on Kutcher Case

Amongz otHer things, the Circuit Court decision in the
ier case resulted in a change of DQS'tib'ﬁi by the Com-

- mumst Party press.
/. /Oh Qct. 17 the Daily Worker gave a promment placel
to-a° Washihgton dispatch under the head; “Court Denies |

i

Right of Government to Fire People for ‘Membership.’ ”
It was a factual report on both the positive and negative
‘agpects of the decision, and free of the usual Stalinist
" slanders. against the Socialist Workers Party.
: On Oct. 20 this was followed by an editorial, “The
" Lawless ‘Lists’,” part of which said: - . ‘
%, .. The court said that James A. Kutcher could not
be fi‘red merely because he is a. member of that organiza-
tlon which is ohe of the many arbitrarily listed by the
Attemey General as ‘subversive,’ If the governiment wants
to fire him, it will have to show that his opmlons\ are
“In_these days of wholesale wrecking of Amerlca ]
demecmtlc heritage and legal protections by witch hunt-
-ers; even-the pale decision hag a certain meaning:for the

" “progressive forces defending the U.S. Constitution aguinst

‘thered baiters. At least it casts doubt on the Czarist-like
decreess of the Attorney General, ...

: “These ‘subversive organization’ lists are sheer law-|

lessness‘ They violate everything in our Constitution and
- the:legal system based on it, . . . The latest court decigion
nly proves this again, even (though) the judges failed
“eompletely to uphold the Constitution in their approval of
 dismissals. for ‘disloyal’ opinions.

“Wherever there is resistanece to the illegal black-

maxling of Americans. for belongmg to organizations or

for having certain views, the fight for saving’ America’s
heritage goes on. ..."”

+ This was the first time the Worker had ever-reported
any of the facts in the four-year-old Kutcher case. Ih 1949
the West Coast Stalinist Daily People’s World editorially
‘the Kutcher defense fight on the slanderous
ound" hat SWP members are “fascists” and urged the
¥:and liberal movements not to support the Kutcher

ease because it “hasn’t the remotest confiection. with the |

dEfvense of civil rights.”
- For about one year the Stalinists in many unions

_‘apenly opposed motions to contnbute money to help Kutch-

‘er take his case to the courts. This discredited them so
badly that they finally were directed not to say anythlng
when the case came up for discussion in their unions.

- The reactionary character of that pohcy is now un-
- derscored by the Worker’s editorial, which is foreced to
recognize that Kutcher’s fight against the “loyalty” pro-
gram-has-positive effeets on the-status-of -all-blacklisted-
orgamzatlons, mcludmg thelr own.

~ The Rosenberg case

: The refusal of the Suprenmie Court to review the con-
viction of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, sentenced to death
for atomic espionage; marks a new stage-in the witch-
hunt and it is calculated to add new fury to the anti-
eommumst war hysterija.

' This savage and unprecedénted peace-tlme penalty
stands in marked contrast to.the more lenient verdicts in
the Fuchs case in England, the Nunn case in Canada and
‘the sentences handed down against Greenglass and Sobell
‘here. It indicates the ominous underlying design of the
‘witch<hunters. Hysteria could never have been whipped

- upragainst what is called the “menace of communism” if

the “threat” had been alleged to exist merely in'the activ-
- fties of the Communist Party.

It took the case of Alger Hiss to throw the shadows|

of conspiracy over “communism” and to create an atmo-

pheré of fear behind which the witch-hunters could op-

etate with impunity. The aim: of the Hiss trial was to un-

dermlne support for the victims of political persecution

by presenting the movement of opposltlon to capitalism

 and its wars as a front for a cabal of spies penetrating the

°

- topmost positions of government to steal “secrets” for ‘the
Soviet Union.

If it can be said then that the witch-hunt got its f1rst '

teal vitulence with the lurid publicity that surrounded the
: ial and conviction of Hiss, it will now get a bounding im-

the Rosenbergs. Let the legend bé created that the country
is'so imminently threatened as to require a death sentence
n peace-time and the most far-reaching anti-democratic
measures, mild by comparison, will appear to be justified.
The Rosenberg decision above all else was an act of
ﬁuh r.class terror by a state that is preparing a war of
vUeeﬂdvconquest a war directed pmmarily against the Soviet
hion: :
 That was the atmosphere. in. which .the. Rosenberg
trial occurred. The prosecutxon and the judge filled in the
holes of evidénce, which in the worst case proved that the
defendants were only “couriers,” by heavy stress on their
- CP connections or affiliatons. It was far more a political
than a spy trial. There is no other way to explain why the
Resenbergs, who were charged with playing the least im-
portant role of all those involved in the atomic espionage,

should alone have been given the ultimate sentence.
The Rosenbergs continue to insist upon their inno-
"cence, and*they are entirely justified in demanding a new
trial in view of the circumstances. under which their con-
yiction occurred. But. whatever the facts, they were not
convicted of the alleged crimes with which they were
charged and the death sentence was handed down not as
punishment for the alleged crimes but as a terror demon-
gtration in the “cold war,” and as.a go-ahead signal to the

witeh-hunters at home.

' The demand for the commutation of the Rosenbergs’

' sentenoe is part and parcel of the struggle for democratic
~ rights. We endorse it fully and call upon all opponents of

‘the. witch-hunt to do likewise.

| conscious life is virtually a history of our movement, that

Page Thres

was the day after Goldie Geldman died, I wrote: “Goldie
had been with us since 1930. The history of her emtire

Comrades. In a. létter to a comrade, Farrell Dobbs, it|

L'stock. The

‘of flight. After graduating from

‘aceount. With one of her sisters

three days.ago..

‘reads about as follows: She joined

from the blood offering the courts are dema,ndmg of |

respects she was a symbelic rep-
resefitative of the Socialist move-
mént. She was a living demon-
stration of  that social’ revolt
which is: generated by oppression
and, discrimination. She was symy
boli¢ in another respéct. She
showed herself by her background
and her evolution how the. most
backward environmént of ignor-
-ance” and. prejudice can produce
representatives of the most mod:
ern, .the most progressive and the
most revolutionary ideas.”

. Goldie was boin in-St. Paul,
Otet. 29; 1967, the eldest of éight
children, Her pareits_were Joe
and Rose’ Cooper, who immigrat-
ed-to America from the Ukriine.
They .came; from Jéwish' peasdant

y-arrived’ in Minneapo-
14s.in. 1906, along with that swarm
of mﬂhons of others who havs
sought “in’ thiy country a refuge
and an opportunity. Her father
worked as a fotundryman in St
Paul; He' often’ worked double
shifts to maké énds meet for a
large and growing family, -

Déspairing of the dxfficultlesi
he left St.' Paul wiith his family
in 19}6 tying all his worldly
‘goods and five children to a horse
‘and ‘wagon to sedk his fortune in
the countryside. They landed in
‘Chaska, Mihnesota, a village of
2/000 people, ‘#fter ‘a three-diy’s
Jjeurney. Chagka is twenty-five

part written in simple deeds by the mﬁk a:nd fxle. In many, »

S

‘natives; of Chaska had never seen
such’ peeple before; as-thése no-
mads -suddénitly arrived in their
midst. They called them gypsies.

a small store in one room of the
house where they lived: And thére
‘they: raleed eight childten, a -lit-
tleiigland of: Russia and Israel in
a’ provmmal inland sea. The
little ignorant village, ridiculed,

discriminated  against by the ig-

(stand ‘that. -the 1mrmgrants rep-|
‘resented an older and in some re-
spects a superior. culture. .

The Cooper children did ‘mnot
Have ‘to- learn about discrimina-
tion from: books or from agita-.
tors, : They expetienced it ‘every
day of their lives. Without know-
ing. what they were, doing, the ig-
norant Jew-baiters of Chasks,
Minnesota, were plowing up the
soil of “Goldie ‘Cooper’s mind- and
‘preparing it for the seed of so-
cialism.

It germinated and grew there
into a- luxurious plant, They fired
her #%ith a life-long hatred of ev-
ery form of diserimination and
injustice, of every offénse against,
‘the dignity of the human person-
ality. She. grew up to- fight
thtoughout her entire adult life

miles from the Twin Cities. The

Her first revolt against the en-
vironment of. provincial prejudice
and ignorance, as with so many
rebels: in history, took: the form

Chaska high school and attend-
ing three years at the Universi-
ty-of Minnesota; Goldie decided to
explore the great world'on her own

she. landed: in Chicago in 1929, at
the age of 22. It was there that
she met Max Geldman and formed
an association .in marriage, and
in common work for common
ideas, which lasted for 28 years
until her death in Los Angeles

Her activity in our movement
extended. over 22, years, in four
different centers: New York, Min-
neapolis, Chicago and -Philadel-
phia, and fincluded a visit: to Los
Angeles where-she made her last
fight against thé fatal illness that
‘had. overtdken her : :

Goldie’s pohtlcal biography
the Communist League of Amer-
ica, ‘the predecessor ofsthe Social-
ist Workers Party, in New York

22 Years of Socialist Struggle

‘against the. social system. which
engen’ders such outrages.

&

ican Left Oppos.xtxon had - been
formed, she was 23 years old. She
‘was part of that generation that
joined' the  movement under the
double necessity of understanding
the general struggle for socialism
‘and ‘the struggle 'against Stalin-
ist betrayal at the same time. Shie
was active in New York from]
1930 to 1934, attended: clagses,
participated in. general activities
of the Communist League, helped
to form the Spartacus Youth Club.
From New York in' 1984 she
‘moved to Minne‘apolis with her
husband, The major part of her
political life took place in the
Twin - Cities. She played a key
‘role ‘inintegrating-and educating
the great number of people who
were attracted to our party from
the mass organizations. Her
house ih Minneapolis at 2518
Cortland Ave. was always a par-
ty center. She took over the di-
rection of the Federal Workers
section of Local 544, the unem-
ployed: section, during the period
1939-40, when the leaders of that
movement, including her husband,
were imprisoned in Sandstone.
She took charge of the com-

In Ch‘ask'ar,{the Coopers. started | .

Cooper family. was isolated in thati’

norant pegple who didn’t under-|_

‘mieht and the, socialist future. -

.

l have many selves. Goldie

Goldie Geldman

Born Oct. 29, 1907
Died Oet'.' 12, 1952

~ “She was one of us. If
| we ‘but knew it, we all

. was. simply a' representa-
“tive of our better selves.”

during the trial of the .18 leading
‘people: of the- Soéialist Workers
Party in 1941 and in that capac-
1ty, ‘a8 has been mentioned, she
was - mVaIuable in keeping con-
flieting- elements. working har-
momoﬂsly together.

- She. was loved and respected by
‘hundreds of workers in the Tiwin
Cities area, as telegrams.. here
have- testified; to whom her warm
compassion for the oppressed and
Jher great sense of: social justice
‘symbolized the . socialist thove-

Th 1941 ‘and 1942 she was in
Chxcag'o, took part in the géneral
actmty of the party there and
Was: the first secretary of the
:Givil Rights Defense Committee,
which wais formed to-defend the
18 defendants -of the SWP. When
the trial took place in: Minneapo-
lis, she returned there.

In 1945 after the releage of
the prisoners of the SWP from
Sandstone prison, including her
husband, Goldie went to Phila-
delphia- to. takeé. up with Max
Geldman the task of building a
political center in that area. Her
greatest maturity- took place
there in Philadelphia. Her prior
years in New York, Minneapolis
and Chicago had been a prepara-
tion for her expanded role as a
political worker in Philadelphia.

Thus, her entire conscious life
— 22 years -— was spent in the
‘Trotskyist movement, in our par-|
ty#In-that entire life, as all-who
knew -her would testify, she ex-
emplified warm compassion. for
human life, a keen sense of social
injustice, staunch and stubborh
will to fight for socialism, opti-
mism and integrity. That is her
story. But there is. even more to
be added, for “her life was full
and’' complete in all' respects.

She. was a family person,
strongly attached to her own peo-
ple, and she was the pioneer who
led two of her brothers, Jake and

misary at the party headquarters

Dave, and her sister Phyllis, into

and integrating new. people, she

Lived a Full, Rounded Life

‘part. In doing for others, she

Besides her general party ac-
tivity of recruiting and educating

played an outstanding role in the
party’s public activities — three
of them in particular. She was lo-
cal secretary of the Europeap
Workers Relief Committee, which
made possible the collection of
tons  of clothing and substantial
sums of money for the relief of
our hard-pressed comrades  in
Europe in the post-war period..

She played: an outstanding role
in the National Association for
the. Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple, organized: the most effective
anti-police-brutality campaign in
the. history of Philadelphia. Her
house in Philadelphia, like her
home. in -Minneapolis, was the
center for all the oppressed: to
egll for help. She: achieved out-
standing recognition for attract-
ing members to the National As-
sociation through the door-to-door
activity. She was known as a
leading figure-in the struggle
against Jim-Crow discrimination,

Third, she was local secretary
of the Kutcher Defense Commit-
tee in Philadelphia. She took the
Kutcher case to the Philadelphia
labor movement, obtained dozens.
of endorsements and financial
contributions for the -support of
the case.

the party. She was a daughter de-
voted to her own parents and like-
wise a devoted and attentive wife
and mother of her own.two. chil-
dren. Thus she lived a complete,
and full, and rounded life which
left her little time or thought
for self.

She worked all her life for
others, for her own family, and
for all mankind; for all members
of the universal, human family
whom she had adopted as her
own. And Goldie would have
scoffed at any suggestion that
her role of leading and doing,
represented a sacrifice on her

‘wsimply realized herself. That was

| het principle.

‘who ' think they are

1 selves. Goldie was simply a rep-
resentative of our better selves.

dife in the vain pursuit of trifles.

‘large affairs

/aliant Fighter

(’her principle, and she lived up to

She believed, as . the great
Daniel Delieon believed and once
said, that the only person who
‘makes a real sacrifice is the one
who compromisés 'his principle.
Goldie left us the heritage of this
wisdom, not in words only, but in
simple deeds that live and shine
and lighten up our memory of
her, even in these moments of
grief and sorrow when we have
to say goodbye to her.

The Greek philosophers en-
joined people that the most im-
portant subject of investigation
and study was themselves. And
they thought that in this inves-
tigation they could find wisdom.
Man—know thyself, they said. But
even today, after the lapse of
more than 2,000 years, the real
nature of human beings, what
they really are and what they
may be, remains an undiscovered
country, explored only by a few.
In 'their insatiable hunger for
knowledge, in their unceasing up-
ward striving for enlightenment

people have learned much, .but
they do not yet know themSelves.

before our eyes, in a given: mo-
ment of human evolutioh,, react-
ing to the pressures and -com-
pulsions of contemporary soelety,
and think that what we see gbouit
these people is fixed and: final.
That- is the greatest error we
could possibly make, for nothing
is fixed and final. Everything
flows, said the Greek philosopher,
Heraclitus. History teaches “wus
that this is true of human s¢-
ciety and it is true of huimahn
naturg, too. Human nature,: like
everything ¢lse in the universe,
is subject to change, and is con-
stantly changing. i
Our study of history, 1llummat-
ed by the science of Marxism,
gives us the unshakeable convic-
tion that people can and will-con-
quer and control their own soecial
organization — which up to now
has controlled them — and change
it for the better., And by doing
this, and even in the process of
doing it, they will also learn to

and progress over the centuries,

When it is given to us to know
such a selfless person as Goldie
Geldman, we tend "to think of her
as altogether exceptional, as a
deviation from the human norm,
as one unaffected by the laws
and compulsions which shape hu-
man nature in general. Yet it is
a striking anomaly that such peo-
ple = and there are more of them
than we think — command almost
universal, admiration from others
strange.
Those who have the grace and
the fortune to come into contact
with such a personality as Goldie
Geldman, and to warm their hands
by her fire, always remember:
with love and gratitude.

But in our blindness, in our ig-
norance of ourselves, we think of
her ag different from us, as one
of another race. That is not real-
ly wo. She was one of us. If we
but knew it, we all have many

We think of her as a child of
heaven, as indeed she was, but
she was a daughter of earth too.

She was a striver and a fighter|

in the dust and heat of the day,
as all are and must be in the
struggle -called life,

.But the dlfference consisted in
this, that she did not waste her

She concerned herself with the
and great goals
which are in themselves ennob-
ling. That is the significance of
her beautiful and heroic life. Her
life, thus inspired by ennobling
ideais, was full and satisfying be-
cause she knew that she was con-
tributing to a movement that
would survive her and carry on

her work,

know themselves, and to change
themselves for the better. - -

She Represented the Future

If we memorialize her in this
sense, I think we will do her the
most justice. We mourn for her,
for we loved her deeply, but we
celébrate her too. Her life, her
associations with us, her contri-
butions to our cause, were one of
our victories, and not a small vie-
tory either. The movemert which
can attract the Goldie Geldmans
and call out their full devotion
already has the pledge of its fu-
ture victory, for such people as
she really represent the, future.

We offer here, at this meeting,
our sympathy and: condolence to
Goldie’s family in their great
loss, to the grieving husband and
children, to her mother, and her
brothers and sisters. But they, like ,
we, must surely be sustained by
all that she left behind as a her-
itage. By her example, she helped
to give us something to believe
that has value beyond computa-
tion. By her example she not only.
strengthened our faith jn the fu-
ture, but also- our faith that peo-
ple in the present can be worthy
of the future they are flghtmg
for.

Is it possible, one might ask,
is it possible to take part in a
savage struggle against injusticd

~land pettiness and not become

tainted by injustice and pettiness’
ourselves? Is it possible to know
what the world is, to know what
people really are in a class society
— which makes so-many of them

betray their better selves — and

still remain pure in heart, still
believe in people and their social- .
ist future?  Goldier Geldman
could, and did. Her whole life was
a‘tesﬁimony to that faith in peo-
ple and in their socialist future.
And that is her most 1mportant :
bequest to us.

in 1930. One year after the Amer-

(Continued from page 1)
publocrats at a’ sc¢hool-sponsored
rally at the Borough Hall Aca-
demy. He hag. also appeared on a
WIZ-TV panel in & 20 minute
program, was interviewed for a
half hour by five -college papers
for radio station WNYC and he’s
‘woing on. the Barry: Gray show
;Monday night. There are. in addi-
tion at least a dozen other forums,
symposiums and. debates coming
‘up. before-election day.

We almost foreet the highly
successful N. Y. SWP forums on
nlaction issues that have had a
full house five times in a row.

Wé repeat again that we are
the only party on the left that is
running in opposition to MeCar-
thy. Neither the Progressive Par-
¥, the 8P of the SLP has a can-
didate for the position of Wis-
consin Senator. So if vou really
want to vote against McCarthy-
ism in Wisconsin, and not for. the
sham Democratic Party that
spawned the witch-hunter by its
own offieial witch-Hant and by
the war in Korea, — vote for
Jamés Boulton, SWP” candidate
for U.Si Sendte.

Boulton has addressed several
union locals, he has gpoken over
a state rédio hetwork twice and
has avpedred on a TV forum.'
The SP had a sorry turn-out for
its VP ¢andndate in this city*with

a “Socialist” mayor. . Some -14
miserable peopIe justc turned out
for old times’ sake ... There was
pandemonium. in an SLP rally
when some of our campaigners
demanded they support Boulton

[GAMPAIGNING FOR SOCIALISM

campaign literature are- being
widely sold and distributed at
rallies, before union locals and
shopgates with good Yesponge
from. the workers.

DOBBS. AND WEISS TOURS

. We'll have a full account of all
the W:nd-up activities. of the two
candidates in the. next Militant.
Just 'a few notes now. Farrell
Dobbs.  appeared- on WCCO-TV
last Thursday, debating a pro-
fessor at the University of Min-
nesota campus and addressing an
SWP. rally in. Minneapolis. The
St. “‘Paul Pioneer Press wrote a
few paragraphs about Dobbs in
news stories and said in an edi-
torial that ‘The Militant 1s sup-
porting “the Communists” in the
Korean war. OK. If the 29 mil-
lion Koreans are “communists,”
we're for them, and against the
imperialist armies trying to sub-
jugate them. . . Myra Weiss was
interviewed on a couple of radio
programs, appeared on the Steve
Allison show in Phila. and on a
radio program in Allentown.. She
‘hadigiood meetings. in Boston; Al
lentown:and Newark, where Geo.
Breitman also gave an analysis
of the Kutcher decision and the
audiende gave Jimmy, who was
present; a big hand. There was
good newspaper publicity in the
Newark papers before and after
the meeting. . . George Breit-

. edge,” Stevenson says. Stevenson

(Continued from page 1)
wants. In fact Stevenson is
burned up bécause Eisenhower
has said anything ‘about Korea.
“Politics should end at the water’s

wants not. an expression of the
people’s will but bi-partisan si-
lence on Korea. - _

Yet he cannot ignore the people
altogether. He cannot completely
flout the question that the Gls
on: the battle-fronts and the folks,
here at home have most persist-
ently raised: “Why are we in Ko-
rea? Why are we. bombing and
blasting and burning -that land
and its people to bits?”

FALSE ARGUMENT

Stevenson answers that the con-
flict in Korea is the result of a
“ruthless, cymcal Communist ag-
gression.” It is “part and parcel
of a vast drive for world domin-
ion” that is “Soviet-directed,” he
claims. He likens it to the Jap-
anese invasion of China, Musso-
lini’s invasion of Ethiopia. and
Hitler's: conquest of Euiope.

But all of these were capitalist
countries, seeking to grab or hold
on 'to colonies, to find new sources
for. profits. They were mortal en-
emies of the Soviet Union and
sought to crush it even at the

man has been on the radio in New
Brunswick, Atlantic City and
Bridgeton,, New Jersey. He has
two other broadecasts scheduled
for Camden; N. J.

or $ay why not; the fossils of the
left just couldn’t figure out how
this fitted in with the “uncondi-
tional surrender of cap1tallsm to

Boulton is also scheduled to
appear on a WITMJ-TV' Senatorial
Forum which will occur just be-
fore we go to press. McCarthy and
Fairchild were scheduled to be on
but to date they haven’t accepted
the engagement. Militants» and

”

the socialist industrial union, ete.”,

New York
SWP on the Air
WNEW (1130 on diaD)

Programs for Farrell Dobbs,

Sun., Oct. 26; Wed., Oct. 29;
Fri., Oct. 31
All at 9 PM.

| imgton’s ally, Hirohito.

| “‘completely misses the signifi-

risk of losing the war on other
fronts. It is'the wars of French
imperialism against the Indo-Chi-
nese,. of British imperialism
against the Malayans, of Wall
Street’s war to restore the hated
Syngman Rhee dictatorship in
:Korea, which are like the wars
of Hitler, Mussolini and Wash-

Stevenson . reébukes Eisenhower
for suggesting that South Ko-
reans be used to replace Ameri-
can troops. He says this sugges-
.tion is impractical, demagogic ahd

' port for its counter-revolutionary

Americans.” He claims “the at-
tack was aimed at America” and
“today we are defending Ameri-
ca in Korea.” \

THE TRUTH

No. Today, American. imperial-
ism, seeking the very world dom-
ination it charges to the Soviet
Uhnion is trying to beat down and
crush the vast uprisings, of the
Asian masses against colonialism,
imperialism, landlordism and cap-
italist exploitation. That is. the
truth of the matter. To get sup-

wars upon hundreds of millions of
workers and peasants of the. co-
lonial  countries, Washington
falsely labels their struggles “So-
viet-directed.”

But where is the vast navy
the Soviet Union would need if
it were out for world conquest?
Not even the U.S, admirals and
penerals are “worried about this
kind of Russian military might
but they do boast of their own
world-wide offensive powers. The
truth is that there are no Rus-
sian military bases ringing the
U.S. but there are American

bomber-plane bases in 1€ coun-
tries within striking distance of
Soviet cities and American mili-
tary missions in 55 countries.

ECONOMIC FORCES

Furtliermore powerful economic
forces drive the Wall Street rul-
ers on this. path of world con-
quest. They want outlets for
more than $80 billion of privately
owned idle capital which cannot
be profitably invested ,at home.
Wall Street’s very existence is at
stake. in this struggle for mar-
kets. Capitalist America with its
profit system seeks economic sur-
vival by swallowing‘ the rest of
the world,

These are the reasons why we
are being dragged headlong into

cance of the Korean war for
@ P

a Third World War. That is why

Stevenson offers no answer and
no hope on Korea. He even says
that if the war in Korea were to
end we would still be faced with
“the Communist monsters of Rus-
sia’® seeking “mastery of the
world.. That means he has no
prospect but war.

Neverthless, Stevenson winds
up with this crowning lie: “.
we are today moving faster to-
wards peace than mankind has
ever moved before.”

The truth is we are moving
faster toward war. We are at war
already in Korea. If U.S. troops
are not withdrawn, there is grave
danger that the Korean. war will
spread.

There is only one way to aveid
the -terrible fate of a Third

' ‘Ferrel, Dobbs
Teur Schedule

~ St. Louis

Oct. 26
Oct. 28-Nov. 2
Toledo

Detroit-Flint« |

They Both Want to Keep the Korea War Going

World War — and that is to take
the war-making powers out of
the hands of Big Business and
the Big Brass. Let the people
vote on Wwar or peace!

The Socialist Workers Party
urges you to demand that Ameéri~
can troops be withdrawn from °
Korea at once. We urge you to

L

.| demand that the issue of war an

peace be decided by a referendum
vote of the people.

To vote against capitalist war
and for socialist peace, vote for
the candidates of the Socialist
Workers Party.

Newark Fri. Night'
Socialist Forum | f

presents a talk on

Stalin’s New Turn

Speaker:
John G. Wright

" Fri,, Oct. 31, 8:30 P.M.

Myra T. Weiss
Tour Schedule

Oct. 23-26 'New York

New York Banquet & Dance
Sat., Oect. 25, 8 P.M.
116 University PL. (Nr. Union Sq.)
Reservations necessary
for banquet

Oct. 27 - New Haven
Oct. 29-31 San Francisco-Oakland
Nov 1-2 Los Angeles

-Los Angeles Public Meeting
Sat., Nov. 1, 8 PM. .~

1702 E. 4th Street

at 52 Market St.

CHICAGO

SWP LOCAL
Presents

Election Cabaret
sat, Nov. 1, 9 P.M.
134 So. Wabash Avenue
Entertainment - Food
Dancing

Donation 85 cents

We¢' see people as they appear .




You’re in Polltlos

By Joyce Cowley

Frequently, when I go out to sell The Militant,
a kind of tired-looking housewife answers the door
She calls to the kids to be quiet and I can see
the mop and. pail she has just set down. I start

- to tell her about our program and our paper and
- I, get this response:

“Look, I'm not ‘interested in politics. I'm busy
and I’ve got enough to worry about.”

I don’t give up. I know how she feels. I know,
because I have the same problems. So I start
talking with just ideas like these in my mind:

I know that if you cook and keep house and
raise children, you have plenty on .your mind.
Your first worry is how to feed the family, and
that’s a tough- problem these days. With food
prices two to three times what they were ten
years ago, how can you pay for the meat and
milk and eggs and fruit that your family needs?

. If you have young children, you worry about
the old buildings, the overcrowded fire-traps in
which your children go to school, frequently sit-

~ting two at a desk and getting only half a day

at school because there are double shifts.
If your children are older, you’ve been reading
about'teen-age drug addicts, about young thugs

are out a’ little later than usual, you wonder —

‘in Korea. If they haven’t gone yet, you lie awake
" thinking — how long will it be?

~ We can tax the Wall Street bankers and war pro-
fiteers for the money to build housing projects, |

who rob and murder to get money for dope, and
the thrill- crazy kids on the highway who kill
themselves in stunt dmvmg When the youngsters

You worry about your sons or your hushand

You said’ you had not time for politics! But
what are these things — inflation and high
prices, the miserable conditions of the schools,
the demoralization of the nation’s youth, above|
all the Korean war — but the results of capital-
ist politics, of a political policy that drives the
nation toward war while it sacrifices the living
standard and lives of the workers?

There’s another kind of politics. When the work-
ers get together and build their own party, a
labor party, we can fight against inflation and
war, fight for a decent future for our children.

schools, playgrounds and parks. We can create an

economy that will produce goods, not for profit,

but to satisfy the needs of the people.
Interested ?

Q"They Looked for Me”

By Harry Ring

One of my favorite pictures is The Asphalt
Jungle. This film, unlike any other I can recall
coming out of Hollywood portrayed a gang of
professional safe crackers, from the mastermind
down to the strong-arm hoodlum, as human be-
ings, with the feelings, the problems. and even
the dreams of most human beings. At the same
time it gave a scathing portrait of an utterly cor-
rupt and brutalized police lieutenant.

I liked the picture so much that I saw it twice.
Each time, as much as the film itself, I enjoyed
the reaction of the audience to the scene where
the police commissioner asserts that one cop in
a hundred may be crooked but all the rest are
honest. Both times, the audience greeted his con-
tenuion with a roar of derisive laughter.

For some time now I've been feeling the same

kind of sympathetic reaction to a real-life law
breaker as I had towards most of the members
of The Asphalt Jungle gang. I've been following
the case of Harry Gross, convicted Brooklyn
bookmaker, and now principal witness in the de-
partmental trial of 30 plain-clothes cops accused
of takmg bribes from . him.

Gross is reputed to have been the head of -the -

biggest bookmaking syndicate in the city, Its
yearly take has been estimated at $20,000,000.
He has testified that it wasn’t a very -difficult
business to build.

All he did, he claims, was to may off about
$1.01C10,000 a year to just about everybody on the
force, from the cop on the -beat to the highest
ranking officials. He contends that this not only
brought him protection for his illegal operations,
but in fact turned it into a virtual monopoly;
since, he says, the payoff brought not only im-
rnunity from arrest, but also a guarantee of non-

and in 1949, he says, the ante was up to $15,000.

interference from competitors in his territory.

In addition, he has testified to a $5,000 contribu-
tion to ex-Mayoa O’Dwyer’s 1945 campaign fund,

Yesterday Harry Gross 'blew his top on the

1 e
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witness stand and made me feel that I had a good

reason for feeling sympathetic towards him. He .

really spoke a mouthful of truth. It all started
when James Murray, one of the.counsels for the
defendants, most of whom have recently applied
for retirement pensions with unseemly . haste,
lauTfiched into an attack on Gross’ “moral sense.”

Shaking his finger at his interrogator, Gross|

shouted, “Don’t -you tell me about my ‘morals . .
I couldn’t have been a bookmaker for five min-
utes without paying all these men. They're all
guilty. No man throws in his papers and runs}
like a rat if he’s innocent. He stands up and tries
to clear himself. Where do you think. they’re get-
‘ting the money to pay you all these months.”

Abruptly. changing the sub]ect Murray went
into a hearts and flowers oration about a man
who would accept bets from the poor. Answered
Gross, ““The race tracks are doing it. every day.”

Citing Gross’ admission that he had bribed po-
licemen “thousands” of times, Murray demanded
to knew- if ‘he considered these acts “morally all
right.” “Why, Mr, Murray.” Gross shot back, I
didn’t corrupt them. They corrupted me. They
looked for me. I didn’t look for them. You make
me out to ,be a murderer. It was the system!”.

I suppose that Harry Gross, as a self-admitted
law: breaker, doesn’t deserve any special sym-
pathy. But when I read that testimony I couldn’t
help but feel that if I had been in the courtroom
I would ‘have stood up and hollered, “Atta boy,
Harry, tell ‘thos‘e crooked shysters!”

The 0ne Sour Note

The following were reactions, as reported in
the Cominform weekly (Oct. 17), of the delegates
at the 19th Congress of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union at the close of various speeches
and greetings:

Stalin’s speech — (All rise. Tumultuous, pro-
longed applause growing into ovation. Cries:
“Long live Comrade Stalin!” “Hurrah for Com-
rade Stalin!,” “Long live Comrade Stalin, great
leader of the working people of the world!,”
“Hurrah. for the great Stalin!,” “Long live. peace
among ‘the nations!” Cries: “Hurrah!”).

YVoroshilov’s speech — (Tumultuous applause
All rise. Cries of “Hurrah for Comrade Stalin!,”
“Clory to-the great Stalin!”. Delegates and guests
sing with great enthusiasm the Party anthem,
the ‘“Internationale.” Tumultuous applause in
honour of the great Stalin again resounds. From
all corners of the hall in many languages cheers
ring out for the beloved leader and teachel, the

© s great Stalin.)

‘Beria’s speech — (Tumultuous applause. All
rise).
Bulganin’s speech — (Tumultuous, prolonged

applause. All rise. Exclamatlons “Hurrah for the
great Stalin!”).

From the Polish United Workers Party, greet-

ings — (Tumultuous, prolonged applause grow-
ing into ovation. All rise).
Chinese CP, greetings — (Tumultuous pro-

"longed applause growing into. ovation. All rise).

German Socialist Unity Party, greetings —
(Tempestuous, prolonged applause growing into
ovation. All rise).

Czechoslcvakian CP, greetings — (Tempestu-
ous, prolonged applause growing into ovation.
All rise).

Italian CP, greetings — (Tumultuous, pro-
longed applause growing into ovation. A}l rise).

By Jack Bustelo

. not getting a ‘growing into.ovation”

Japanese CP greetmgs — (Tempestuous, pro-
longed "applause).

Hungarian Working Peoples Party, greetings
— (Tempestuous, prolonged applause growing
into ovation. All rise).

British CP, - greetings — (Tempestuous, pro-
longed applause. growing into evation. All rise).

Korean Party. of Labour, greetings — (Stormy,
prolonged applause. All rise. Pak Den Ai presents
the banner ‘to the Presidium of the Congress.
Comrade Patolichev, Chalrman, accepts the ban-
ner. General ovation.)

Bulgarian CP, greetings — (All rise, tumul-
tuous applause growing into ovation). ;

Rumanian. Workers Party, greetings — (Tu-
multuous, prolonged applause growing into ova-
tion. All rise).

Finnish CP, greetings — (Tumultuous, pro-
longed applause. All rise).

Indian CP, greetings — (Tumultuous, prolonged
applause growing into ovation. All rise).

People’s Party of Viet Nam, greetings — (Pro-
longed applause growing ‘into ovation. All rise).

Albanian Party of Labour, greetings — (Tu-
multuous, pro-]onged applause growing into ova-
tion. All rise. Cries: ‘“Hurrah!”).

Mongolian People’s Revolutlonary Party, greet-
ings — (Tumultuous, prolonged applause. All rise.
D. Damba presents the letter and banner to the
Presidium of the Congress. The chairman re-
ceives the banner. General ovation).

How come the Japanese CP got only “tempes-
tuous, prolonged applause?” We can understand
— even
Beria suffered that slight. But not even an “all
rise 7"’ Stalin is wroth it seems with his Japanese
candle-lighters for losing all CP seats in parlia-
ment right while boasts were being prepared for
the 19th Congress. No seats, no rise.

Notes from

the News

FOR RICH PARENTS who prefer educational
toys for their kids, a doll with a mink coat is now
available. Adds a touch of capitalist polities to
the new sets of atomic war games. Cost: $314.95
plus tax. .

" FAILURE is the only word for
dollar Defense Fund of the CIO Electrical Work-
ers Union. The Fund, started last July and due
to end October 31, has raised only $17,005 as of
September 30. This amocunt does not even pay
the promotion cost of the fund raising.
* k¥

DAVE BECK, considered among union men *o
‘be the biggest strikebreaker on the West Coast,
is now president of the AFL Teamsters Union.
He succeeds 85-year-old Daniel J. Tobin who
ruled the union for 45 years. Tobin will receive
$50,000 a year as “president emeritus.” Com-
menting on the newly increased pay of $50,000
a year for his new vost, President Beck said: “I
don’t need the money, I've been very successful in -
business and invcstments k4

THE YUGOSLAYV PRESS or edigts that Stalin
will quietly disband the Cominform in the near
future.

% ok %k

THE APPEAL OF THE TRENTON TWO will

be ruled on within a month by the New Jersey

Supreme Court. Ralph Cooper and Collis English,

t

the million- .

last remaining victims of the Jim-Crow frame-
up of thé Trenton Six, have now been in puson
for four years and eight months. By the jury’s
compromise verdict in the third trial of the holdup
and murder case, four defendants, including those
the prosecution claimed did the ]\thng, were ac-
quitted. This leaves the prosecution in the illogical
posmon of 'demanding the “accomplices” be kept
in prison though the alleged principals have been
found lnnocent ]

“MONTHLY REVIEW” EDITORS DISAGREE.
In the November issue of that periodical, editor
Paul Sweezy, an elector in New Hampshire for
the Progressive Party, came out for Stevenson.
The other editor, Leo Huberman, hacked Halli-
nan and Bass but urged that the PP adopt a so-
cialist program. A statement by George Clarke,
campaign manager for Dobbs. and Weiss, in the

' same issue of the magazine calls for support of

the Socialist Workers Party ticket.
Tk oo

ARMY JIM-CROW schools for Negro children
were protested by the National "Association for
the Advancement of Colored People in a letter
to Secretary of Defense Lovett. Schools for Ne-
gro children at Forts Bliss, Sam Houston, Sill and
Belvoir are inferior to those for white children,
the NAACP voints out, At Fort Sill, Oklahoma,
transportation is p10v1ded for white chlldren but
ot for colored.

| for more than four decades and

NEWARK, Oct. 23
‘| social, economic and political équality for the Ne

but-all the time. And we not only

stand . for it in words, we fight
for it in all spheres of American
life,”” George Breitman, SWP can-
didate for U.S. Senator sald to-
day.

Breitman and his running
mate, William E. Bohannan, SWP
candidate for Congress in the
11th District, have a long(‘ con-
sistent and  enviable record of
struggle against Jim Crow as
well as other ev1ls of capitalism.

Unlike the capltahst polticians,
who speak against race bias and
segregation only .in the presenee
of Negroes, Breitman and Bo-
hannan on the contrary have Heen
placing their main stress on the
need for white workers to join

WHITE WORKERS URGED
TO COMBAT JIM CROW

— “QOur party stands’ f

ple. We stand for this not only durmg electlon campa

GEORGE BREITMAN A1) and
WILLIAM . E.. BOHANNAN
SWP candldates ln New Jers

tively combat- Jxm Crow prae ces
‘and its institutions wherever they
find- them. :
Bohannan rep(rrts that he al-
ways gets a good reception when
he warns Negroes that “Jim Crow
won’t be ended by Democrats in
league with Southern white su-
premacists or by Republxcans who
only want to take the place Qof
these Democrats in the_afffections
of the Dixiecrats.” He says he
has found much favorable: senti-
ment for a labof party even
‘among white and Negro. workels
who say they are gomg_to vote
Democrat again, and believes this
sentiment will grow stronge1 “af-

o~
ter the elections, no mal:ter Who

-Bartell Defends

| Pertinent Issues, of ‘the 1952 Elec-
1tion Campaign” o3

r. | complained: the

|Civil Liberties i In
Debate at‘iH‘ Y. Il

NEW YORK

York stat e,
took the meas-
ure of repre-
sentatives of
the Democratic
-and Republi-
can partles in
a . three-cor-
nered debate
yesterday - af-
ternoon on
New: York
University.
campus. - .
The orlgm-
ally - scheduled

Socmhsm,” was. cl\anged to “The

of Payton Moss;
didate for state as;

was introduci'ng cr
‘a- Republ'

not headmg for soc
Whlle the two. s

to whxch ~would* earry
harshest “loyalty” purge, Bartell
scored ‘the whole attack on free-
dom’ of thought’and expression,
He defended Dr. Edwin* “Burgum,
long-time-' NYU - professor,- who
was fired three -days, before for
refusing to tell-a . Fendte witeh-
hunting committee: whether or-nét
he was a member:of- the Com-
munist Party. ¥

After the meeting,: Whmh was
.attended by 175 students and fac-
‘ulty members, Bartelt was. asked
many questions® about " socialism
tand Marxism by - students - who
gathered .on the-speakers’.plat-
form.and dlsplayed keen mterest

Candldates

for support of the mine workers®—
struggle against the 40-cent wage-
cut ruling of the Wage Stabiliza-
tion Board. - -

" Lérner, a veteran of the early
organizing days of the UAW, re-
called. the solidarity the mine
workers union had extended to
the young auto union in the days
of the sitdowns. The SWP can-
didate 'said: “This unjust act of
the government (against the min-
ers) under the present Demo-
cratic administration is espec1al-
ly hateful to working people in
"this city, who have recently wit-
nessed. the favoritism - this same
‘administration has shown -the
landlords by releasing all rent

| controls here.”

Genora(Dolhnger of Flint, So-
‘cialist Workers Party candidate
‘for U.S. Senstor, denounced her
- Democratic -~ opponent, - - Blair
| Moody,. professed friend of labor
1| and the Negro people for sign-
ing a restrictive covenant against

.1 Negroes, Jews and other minori-

ties. She 'declared: . “‘Like any
Democratic or Republican politi-

: cxan he made a grandstand play

BACKS MINE STRIKERS
IN MICHIGAN CAMPAIGN

. DETROIT, Oct. 19 — Addressing a unit of the CIO
United Auto Werkers Local 174, Howard Lerner, Socialist
Y| Workers Party candidate for Governor of Michigan, called

in order to get a liberal reputa-
tion and cash it in for votes He
can be depended on-only. to ‘de-
sert . labor 'when the chips ‘are
down, as he did when he signed .

a restrictive covenant agamst Ne- L

groes in Washington, D.C. e
The Michigan SWP is' u gmg

voters to vote “YES” on ¥ ap

portionment proposal No, 2, and
“No” on proposal No. 8:'‘Propo-

sal. No.. 2, which is. supported by e

the CIO but mnot by ‘the. Detno-
cratlc Party, calls for edqual rep=

resentation in the state legisth.
it has - shortcoms

ture. 'Though
ings, it would hélp redres§. such
inequalities  whereby. dlstrlcts
with one-tenth the populatmn £
Detroit_ districts have: the ‘same

representatlon in the State Sen- ;
ion

ate. In: the House; discrimin:
agamst working-class: dlstrietts
Luns as lugh as six to one, Propo-
sal No. 3 8,.introduced by Blg ‘Busi
ness, representatlve -
the voters would'm
appm‘monment and'’ the
fredze-the present 1nequ1t
trlbutlon ;

is .elected,.

in Bartell’s-ideas,’ o hk

o sy e gt Uy

GENORA DOLLINGER “and -

didates in' Michigan.

PARTY, SAYS

MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 23

R. Dunne, candidate for U.
Workers Party ticket, in a state- ®
ment issued here today. .

“l have participated in the
struggles of American workers

I am more convinced than ever
that labor will make no real ad-
vances in this period unless it
builds its own party and fights
as a class politically. as well as
economically,” said the famed
former - truck-drivers
and strike leader.

ing leaders of Minneapolis Truck
Drivers Local 544 whose strikes
in 1934 sparked a wave of union
battles across the nation. His rec-
ord as an active fighter for la-
bor: goes back before the first
World War when he fought in the
ranks of the IWW and Saocialist
Party for the same principles of
working-class emancipation.

He was one of-the chief “tar-
gets of the government witch-
hunt against - opponents. of * war
during the Roosevelt’s regime.
One of the 18 Socialist’ Workers
Party leaders convicted as the
first victims wunder the ‘Smith
“Gag” Act, he was imprisoned on
a 16-month sentence in 1944 for
his socialist views agamst 1m-
perialist ‘war.

bor needed its own party more than now,

LABOR NEEDS ITS OWN

V.R. DUNNE

— “Never has Amerlcanla—
* said Vincent
S. Senate on the - Socialist

organizer |’

Dunne was one of the outstand- |

VINCENT R. DUNNE

“None of the- problems tlmt
capitalism confronts us with
war, inflation, depression:~ can
be overcome so long -as the cap-
italist cldss holds ‘the monopoly
of polities through its’ two-party
system,” said Dunne. “We’ll be
going -around and around-in a
squirrel cage until labor “breaks
out of ' capitalist pohtlcs “anid
fights to set up a’ Workers - and
Farmers Government 4 :

Boulton I’resents
Program to_Meet

‘Wisconsin voters \have an., op-
portunity to cast a vote that will

onelection
day by mark-
ing their: bal-
lots for James
E. Boulton, So-
cialist ‘Work-
ers Party can- _
didate for U.S.
Senator.

As Boulton
haspointed
out, the cam--
paign -between %
Republican Jo- - -
seph  MeCar- J. BOULTON
thy and Democrat’ Thomas Fair-

is the better witch-hunter. In this
»

job instead of the * lrresponsnble
job' the moumbent Senator Mc-
Carthy is doing.

The Wisconsin SWP candxdate
also reminds . union membe.rs,
whose leaders. are urging them
to vote for Fan‘chlld that, thls
Fairchild broke. four stnkes of
the utility workers: while he . was
state attorney general, st

To vote against McCarthyism,
to vote for labor, vote for'James

E. Boulton on the Soelahst Work-

"' ers Party line in Wxsconsm

Washmgton SWP
Hits Witchhunters

SEATTLE, Oct. 23 — “If you
want to vote against the attack
on civil liberties mnationally and
against the ‘loyalty’ oathers here,
.mark your ballots fér Dobbs and
Weiss, the Socialist Workers
Party candidates,” Dan. Roberts,
Washington SWP chairman, de-
clared today.

“Workers know that both the
Democrats and Republicans are
corrupt. Countless scandals in
Washington, D.C. and in every
city have proved this.as has the
Nixon Fund and other pay-offs to
the kept politicians of Big Busi-
ness. Wall Street is the.Edgar
Bérgen and it’s only a joke when
one of the dummies talks back.
Dobbs and Weiss are 'not like the
capitalist politicians. They are in-
corruptible socialists fightng the

tion.”

for Congress for the Second
urged Illinois voters to wrlte

tion laws have excluded the SWP
from its rightful place on. the
ballot. “I appeal especially to the
women and the youth,” he said,

“The government ~ has dlS‘
played a cynlcal blpartlsan indif-
ference to the "difficulties work-
ing women face,” he said..‘The
Republocrats smashed price. con-
trols, v1rtually wiped out vent
controls, liquidated federal child
nursery care, let the schools go
to pot and put your: bovs in the
armed forces.” o

Beinin appealed to the youth
to join in the struggle for social-
ism. “The capitalists class wants

very system that breeds corrup-

since the state’s 1eact1ona1y elec— &

you to fight and perhaps die on

FIGHT FOR SOCIAUSM
BEININ TELLS YOUTH

CHICAGO Oct. 22 —_— Irvmg Beinin,. SWP candldate

Congressional district, today
in the name of Farrell Dobbs,

forelgn battleflelds to” prese'i"v'e
and. extend their prof1t system
The socialist movement offers.
the . opportunity _to “help build” a
new world — a world .of endurmg
peace,. of. abundance of boundless
progress _in.  a. smentlflcallv
planned- society. ‘Make ithis elec-
tion year a-erucial: turnmg point
in your life by taking -your place
in the ranks: of  the Soc1ahst
Workers Party.: ; '

“The career of ‘a’ soclalisf

+| fighter is the .only:-career worthy

of a youth able to see and feel
and tihmk in a world that stands

‘in -the shadow of the atomxc

McCarthy Menace|

really count against. McCarthylsm‘

| al District, declared: today.

| Klux laws and terror of the ‘mas-
ter race’ of that state. Senator

/ child has become’a contest of Who

| { unequal contest Fairchild claims.
‘| that_he can do a" “responsible’

2] 000 low-cost housing units. (2)

SCORED BY

LOS ANGELES,

, Oct. 23 —
two Big-Business parties on the civil rights issue is:8y
bolized by their vice- presxdentlal candldates,r

NIXON AND SPARK MAN’

SNIPPER

“The hypocrisy of the‘

‘ Mlltoli ;

gress from the -19th Congression-

. “White supremacist John
Sparkman _and the . subsidized
West Coast reactlonary, Richard
Nixon, both signed = restrictive
¢ovenants against minority peo-
plés when buying their homes in
Washington, D.C.  Sparkman
didn’t need any restrictive cove-
bnant for his other home in Ala-
bama.  It’s covered by the Ku

Nixon’s home in Whittier, Calif.,
however, is covered by a restrict-
ive covenant against Negroes un-
less they’re -servants.”

"Snipper said that Nixon and
Sparkman are typical examples
of the corrupt, reactionary polit-
ical machines of Big Business.

Ann Chester Raps
War and Taxesin
Penna. Campaign

- PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 23 —
“Workers’ pay envelopes are .be-
ing  plundered by taxes and
shfnnk by inflation,” declared
Anne Chester, Secialist' Workers
Party candidate for U.S. Senator
from' Pennsylvania, “and in re-
turn -the armaments budget- gets
-| bigger, causing . more -inflation,
and the ‘danger of war  gets
closer.

. “We, the SWP, ‘say no taxes
on incomes under $7,500 a year,
and neo sales tax! Put'a 100%
tax. on all -profits from making
munltlons and other mstruments
of War

raise the  living standards and
security ‘of the American people,

case. Instead of spending for war
to  capture the, ‘world for US
Blg Business, we call for the es-
tablishment of real security for
the - American people. This can
be ‘begun by (1) building 20,000,-

establishing adequate pensions
and a free national medical care
plan;

plan opening the: colleges and
universities. to all youth regard-

bomb.”

‘I less -of  economic’ status.”

| Snipper, SWP candidate for Con-®-

ey money should be used to}l

not to lower them.as is now the|

(3): a federal educational|

“It is ‘the rule  of these two
stooge . parties
that: must be fought. We\ must~
fight from the presidential’ right
down' to the city level. ‘That's
why  our party calls’ for: and
works for -the. organization:of-a
party of labor, the farmers and
the minority peoples — an lnde-
pendent labor party.” :

MILTON SNIPPER. - -

Toll: 122,117

Another 963 - UiS. casualties
were added to the toll of Ameri-
can imperialist intervention - m
Korea during the week . endmg‘
Oct. 17. This' brings total losses
to 122 117.

To Subscribe
To subscribe -to The Mlhtant
send _your name and address to
The Militant, 116 Umvermty
Place, New York 3, N. Y..En-
close $2 for.one year's sub-
seription or $1 for six ‘months, |
And while you're: about .it, .

why not take out a subscnp-_
. tion.for a friend?: Help spread :

culation of America’s leadmg;
socialist weekly, ~‘

BOWARD LERNER, SWP cap-

of Wall - Street -

the truth by widening the cir- | =
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