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‘Forces Congress

To Kill UMT Bill

By Harry Frankel
Enormous popular opposition forced the deteat of

‘Universal Military Training

by this session of Congress

when the House of Representatives voted on March 4th

‘to “recommit” H. R. 5904, the ®
UMT bill. Sentiment throughout
the country, flaring high against
peacetlme, permanent conscrip-
tlon, resulted 1n a great tlood of
;naxl and protest resolutions, vir-
tually forcing Congress to aban-
don the plan.
“ So’ great was the protest wave
*‘that the vote 1n Congress was not
i even close, as had bcen predicted,
but gave 236 votes agalnst the
Pentagon-sponsorea UMt meas-
ure as compared with only 162
votes for it.

According to the New York
'I‘unes of March 2, supporters of
- UMY are: “many newspapers, all
“the major veteran and military
orgamzations and, of coulse, the
Admlmstratlon » However, ‘“op-
ponents of UMT include the ma-
Jor farm organizations, the AFL
and Cl0,, spokesmen for several
churches, some societies of educa-
. tors and pacifist and left-wing
groups.

‘Thus the UMT program is ad-

'Hew York Parley
'Will Map Aid for
Smith Act Victims

NEW YORK -— A :Citizens
Emergency Defense Conference

. has been called here for March 16

o organize “a movement dedicat-

~ed to the defense of the men and
_woimen ~now being prosecuted

under the Smith Act and the con-

" gideration of the problems created
"by a ,new Alien and Sedmon

peri
The confelence call, warning

'that' “the rights of free speech,

press, and assembly, the very

‘heart of the Bill of nghts, are in
"deadly _ peril today,”

notes that
O\pposmon to the Smith Act is

_rising, and adds:

“The growing campaign forf

"repeal merits the widest support,
‘but it must be accompanied by a
Sy powerful movement to unite peo-} - "0
" % ple of-varied opinions in: ~defense | OF 1!
‘of .the constitutional rights of
_those .now facing prosecutlon _

Such a movement requires taking

_no position on-the political pro-

gram of the defendants. It
requires only a defense of their
cgnst_ltutxonal rights.”

INITIATING SPONSORS

“Conference sponsors  include

" eolumnist L. F. Stone; Prof. Henry
‘Pratt Fairchild; James Imbrie;

Ben Gold of the Fur Workers;
Clifford T. McAvoy of the

“United Electrical Workers; Prof.

Robert Morss Lovett; Dr. Alphaeus
‘W. Hunton.

"The conference will begin at 1

"P.M. on March 16 at the City
* 'Genter,
" public session starting at 7:30

135 West B6th St. A

P.M. will hear and act on reports
from the afternoon conference.
The Citizens Emergency Defense
Conference Provisional Commit-
‘tee has headquarters at 401

ks

professional militarists, the Pen-
tagon, and the Wall Street dom-
inated press, while the people of

ganizations are overwhelmingly
‘opposed. This is substantiated by
reports of Congressional mail.

In the final vote, the most solid
supporters of UMT were the
“Iaw Deal” liberals, who were
far less responsive to public opin-
ion than ali other groups in Con-
gress.

PEOPLE VS. MILITARISM '

Representative Barden of N. C.
told the House ‘that “literally
thousands of letters have been
pouring into my office, and far
more than 50% of them were not
written on letterheads. They were
written on scratch tablets, and
with pen and ink and pencil, if
you please. And not 1 out of 500
tavored this bill.” Similarly, Rep-
resentative Jenkins of Ohio said:
“l have received thousands of
letters and communications . . .
1 They have implored me not to vote
their sons into compulsory univer-
sal military trammg' . I have
few, if any, communications fa-
voring the UMT program. . . .
Mr. Chairman, this is a contro-
versy with the people on one side,

{and some of the military leaders

on the other.”

These are the facts that ex-
plain why this Congress, which
has been able to swallow every
warlike measure of the adminis-
tration, has found it impossible
to pass UMT. The evidence is that
large numbers of the opposition
Congressmen would have voted
for this measure if they didn’t
fear that their constituents would
boot them out at the next elec-
tion.- Represéntative Wood from
Idaho made this clear in the
Bouse debate when he said:

“The true voice of America,
which has sent hundreds of thou-
sands, yes, perhaps millions of
letters to this House, demanding
that your constituents want none
twna,l_»Securlty Train-.
féans just what it
says. And you had better read,
mark, and inwardly digest their
message. The Voice of America

— the true Voice of America, is
speaking to you.” .

PUSHED BY TRUMAN

Universal conscription on a
permanent, peacetime basis, for
30 years a pet scheme of the
nation’s capitalist-militarists, has
been pushed by the Truman ad-
ministration since 1945, or long
before the. present so-called ‘“na
tional emergency.” However, pop-
ular opposition has always pre-
vented its passage. .

It is generally admitted by
administration spokesmen that
the six months training period
provided in the measure is mean-
ingless, and will not serve to
produce trained soldiers. Thus
the real object of the proposed
bill is to be found in the seven

Broadway, Room 2219, New York.

(Continued on page 2) .

Grand Jury Releases Four
Involved in Cairo,Bomb Case

By Albert Parker

. The Alexander County grand
)ury, set up to mvestlgate bomb

_Vlolence against Negroes in Cairo,

1L, decided last week not to

indict ,four men charged with
t.hrowmg a_bomb at a Negros
home. At the same time, the jury
d001ded not to indict etight other
persons who had been arrested
solely because they demanded
t:ompliance with a state law ban-
mng segregation in the schools.

“In the eyes of the grand jury,
advocating enforcement of state
Jaws and using force and violence
those who ask for the
laws to be observed, are on the
same plane, and neither should
be punished. What could be fairer,
more 1mpa1t1a1 and just than a
grand jury that frees racist
hoodlums and their victims alike?

NOT SO IMPARTIAL

However, the grand jury was
not . quite so umpartlal in the
report it submitted after deciding

. not to make any indictments for

a.ttemptm to -intimidate Negroes
into giving up their fight against
school segregation.

. About the hoodlums, its report
had nothing to say. But about
the National Association for the
:Advancement of Colored People
“and its fight against segregation
it had a good deal to say, and
none of it good.

rupted the safety and moral con-
ditions of our school children,”
the grand jury denounced the
NAACP representatives for show-
ing “arrogance, abusiveness and
utter lack of cooperation, which
could have very easily led to
violence and upheaval” and for
trymug “to usurp our school sys-
tem.” |

The grand jury talks as if there
had been mno “violence and
upheaval,” although shots were
fired into one Negro’s home, an-
other’s was bombed, and dyna-
mite was discovered in front of
the shop of a third Negro,
Anyhow, the grand jury implies,
violence was the fault of ' the
NAACP. If the NAACP bhad
shown some “cooperation”
thé hoodlums trying to preserve
Jim Crow in the schools, there
would not have been any violence
— see?

UPHOLDS RACISTS

Furthermore, the grand jury
said, the school officials should
be permitted to “interpret the
law” prohibiting segregation as
they see fit. And anyhow: “We
have not found -any evidence of
segregation practiced in our
public school system.”

In the 1ight of this report, the
only SulpllSlng thing is that the
grand jury failed to ask for
‘medals to be awarded to the local

Referring first to “outside in-
fluence (that) has suddenly dis-

KKK hoodlums for their fight
‘against “outside influence.”

mittedly supported only by the]

the country and the popular or-|

with |,
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Committee recessed its Detroit
Learings after. thzeatenmg a
return engagement - here next
Monday. -

hunt, according to advance notice,}

world. Because of its opposition{&
to the red-baiting: Reuther ad-
ministration and its v1gorous ad-

gram Local 600 appears as the

tor the corporations. But the
strong. stand of the ‘lJocal in]
defense of its officers and mem-
bers headed off the  union-.
wrecking attempt to sow fear dnd
dissension in the ranks.: :

WITCH HUNT VICTIMS

When the smoke cleared the
witch-nunters could claim a few
victims — but none in the:ranks
of Local 600. A school teacher

sity student was suspended’ Al
Detroit News-artist and-a Bg ;
Times copy editor were fired; the |’
second wviolinist of the-. Detroxt
Symphony, Orchestra lost his job;

a County jail guard resigned and
two auto workers were threatened
by company-minded stooges and
temporarily forced . off -'their
Jobs. All, except the jail guard,

appeared as “hostile witnesses”

By Everett Kelu\edy g TEa g
DETROIT, March 8 — After a W‘tc,h RN

House Un - American Actxvmes»n T

The main target of the Wltch in

was to be UAW-CIO Ford Local | ers
6Uv, largest local unhion- in .the,

vocacy of a militant union pre-]|
symbol of “communism” . to -the}!

labor-hating gang who descended
on -Detroit to .do a hatchet job,

 the following -

1 can’t hélp'- t
was dismissed; a Wayne Univer- [t

and refused to “cooperate" with
the committee. .

FCALLED T0. oxnhn

* Young repeatedby called th

‘quisitors. to: order for..usin

pomt he togpped:

. Young: “You ;
- Wood: “Wel

there are lynchmg w5
At another pomt in the: ques
tioning committee.counsel Tawen-

ner, admitting ’hhete was-

lie knew about.the CP. “ou- have

mé mixed up with.a stool pigeon, |4
sir,”- Young ' replied. -This :ex-

(Lo:mnned on paxo 2)

as a longtime member of the .

conduct as a teacher.

complaint against her.”

the past.”

portant as a gun meoll.”

How Good Detroit Teacher Became .
As “Important as a Gun Moll”

DETROIT — The witness who -got the most : publicity
during the House Un-American Activities Committee hearings
here was. Mrs. Eleanor Maki, a school teacher since 1929... ;

Named by one of the paid agents %f the -witch. hunters -

was not immediately available for testimony,.Her delay.in
appearing before the committee became the basis -of hysterical
headlines and stories in the daily press.

More significant was the fact that in spité of the hys-
teria not one person in the Detroit school system could - be
found who had anything but respect. and praise’ for 'her -
Her - pmncxpal said:
. good teacher at this school s1nc<, 1944 We have never, had a-

In a statement to the commlttee, Mrs. Makl said: “Nothing
I have done has been inconsistent with the true ideals of our
American democracy. The hysteria whipped up by this com-
mittee has subjected me to the most vicibus kind of persecu- .-
tion. It is directed at me as a teacher as part of a campaign
to stifle freedom of thought for teachers throughout the coun-
try. I protest the actions of this committée as being un-Amer-
ican and a mockery of everything Amenca has stood for in

She also told the press: “Perhaps 1 should not say - tlus
It is probably unwise. And yet — all my life I have worked
hard. No one paid any attention. Now, suddenly. I am as im-

Communist- Party, Mrs. Maki .

“She has been-a

e
“evidence” -of -Communist - Party |
membership - ‘asked > Young> what |

Soclahst Workers Party
electlon campaign

The
presndenual
made “fiirther progress-last week |-

when * petltlons _nominating  Far--

1l rell Dobbs for. President “and
:Grace Carlson for Vice President

-were filed-in one industrial state,
preparatlons were. concluded to
file in. a seeond, and successes
were bemg recorded in a petition

g campaxgn jn“a third state.

' Dobbs-Carlson nommatmg peti-
tions: were  filed in Trenton.on

March 3, three days before the

deadline. Local candidates nomi-,

nated by the Socialist Workers
|} Party in New Jersey were George

Breitman for ‘U.S. Senator and
William E. Bohannan for. Con-
gressman from the 11th District.

PA. FULFILLS QUOTA

* In Pennsylvania-the SWP State

ki Com;nittgée reported ‘that by the
| end of the second week of a 21-

‘day ‘petition campaign, its can-

| vassers had already topped the
| legally

required minimum of
9,200 -signatures. This left one
more--week in which additional

| signatures could be gathered as
{a safeguard

against . possible

challenges.

Yend. The only reason the capital-

‘qu, ~ this state the

petltlons must be filed by March
10... ,

The dlfﬁcultws that a mmouty
party must overcome in gathering
so ‘many signatures in such a
short period during the worst
part of the winter were illustrated
last Saturday when a blizzard
struck Philadelphia and several
other centers where canvassing
was being done.

The canvassers continued their
work . just the same, but it was
harder, colder, wetter and less re-
warding in terms of signatures
collected than the previous week-

ist politicians set this time of
yvear for petition work for an
election to be held in November
is to make it as hard as possible
for minority parties to qualify.
Besides 'Dobbs and. Carlson, the
Pennsylvania petitions, bearing
the ballot. name of Militant
‘Workers Party, nominate Ann
Chester for U.S. Senator and
Clyde Turner for State Treasurer.

MICHIGAN CAMPAIGN
The Socialist Party in this

state is also filing a presidential
ticket, although decision on

whether it will actually run must

PET"'IONS TOP LEGAL MINIMUM

await a national conventlon in
May.

From Detroit comes a report
that SWP branches are moving
along comfortably in keeping up
with the quotas they set to win
& place on the Michigan ballot.
Canvassers say they are finding
it at- least as -easy to get
signatures this year 'as in past
petition campaigns.

There was some speculation
about the effects that the widely-
publicized House Un - American
Committee’s witch hunt hearings
would have on petition-gathering.
But it turned out that while a

few people refused to sign, ex-

pressing fear of retribution from
the committee, the average num-
ber of petitions was maintained
iast week.

While the results as a whole
are very encouraging, there are
always exceptional performances.
One woman, standing in front of
an A & P market in Oakland
County on a Saturday, obtained
76 signatures in a little over two
hours. Another canvasser went
out in the morning, returned
kome for lunch and went out
again, netting a total of 130 for
the day.

By George Lavan
A glimpse of brass-hat justice
in Korea was furnished last week
by the attempt of an Aloway,
N. J., father to obtain a fair
hearing for his 20-year old son,
sentenced to ten -years at hard
labor in an army prison.
The soldier, PF:C Warren Mec-
Connell, enlisted in the ‘Air Force
at the age of 19, was transferred
to the inflantry and sent to Korea,
was wounded on_ Hearthreak
Ridge and finally’ was court-
martialed for falling asleep on
sentry duty. The ten-year sen-
tence was later upheld by the
Army Judge Advocate General
Board of Review.,

FACTS MADE PUBLIC

McConnell’s father, a . mill-
wright, has made public some of

Sleepless 3

the’ facts of the -case. First, that
his son was not allowed to itake

the stand in his own defense at |

the court-martial. Second, a letter
from his son telling the story:
“We had been awake for three
days  prior to the time we got
caught sleepmg on_guard. TheY
kept us bmldmg bunkers: during

duty all night. If you have ever
been awake that long you will
know how we felt.

“We knew we would go to

on guard, so the night we got
caught we tried to make ourselves
as uncomfortable as possible.
“The position we had been in
got hit during the day, and we
plcked out ' a -new.one, finally
cetting up on a bunch of rocks.

last time I looked at my watch

the daytime and pulling guard|

sleep if we got - too:comfortable |-

It was cold as all get out..The.

it ‘was 1:50 a.m. The other two
had-gone to sleep. ;

“At 2 o’clock, the lleutenant
came--around checkmg. He had

‘| slept. during the day and was

sleeping on guard that night until
‘the phone guard came out to see
what .was - the . matter . .why - he
‘wasn’t. answering the phone.
“Anyhow he woke us up and
told us to stay awake. Then in
‘the morning he called us up in
,front of the captain and told
him. . .
“They ﬁnally got five of us and
were going to court-imartial us.
Three of them got dut. of it be-
cause the sérgeant that was
going to testify against them got
killed two days later. That left
my squad ‘leader and me.”
McConnell -learned about his
son’s fate.indirectly. — the army

not bothering to inform relatives

aps--Gets

of military “criminals” about
such trifles as ten-year sentences.
He began to get worried about
his son when letters and packages
began coming back from Korea
to the family. Finally he wired
the adjutant general asking for
news of his son. He received a
reply. that PFC McConnell had
been court- martialed and sen-
tenced to ten years and no
further details.

The imprisoned soldier’s father
has retained a lawyer to attempt
an appeal of the sentence. The
townspeople of Alloway, N. J.,
are backing the fight. They heId
a protest mass meeting and took
up a collection te help pay legal
expenses. i ,

The lack of a fair trial, the
severity -of the sentence and the
double standard for officers and

enlisted men that are obvious in

10 Years

PFC McConnell’s case are feat-
ures of -thousands - of other
cases of GIs — now rotting in
military prisons. Particularly
cavage are the sentences meted
out to Negro -soldiers by the
white-supremacy minded brass. A
number of such cases in Korea
were exposed last year by the
NAACP.

PFC McConnell is fortunate in
having a family and friends who
have battled his case to the public
notice. An aroused public may
force an invest;iga,tion of his court
 martial. Yet it is more than a
“question of saving just PFC Mec-
Connell — as well as his squad
leader, who, apparently, was con-
victed on the same evidence. It is
a question of turning a. pitiless
spotlight on the whole caste-
ridden army set up with its brutal

court-martial “justice.”

Negroes Also

\Targets Of

Red-Baiters

The Congressional witch-
hunters’ invasion of Detroit
and their assault on CIO

| United Auto Workers Ford Local

600 is an alarm signal to ,all
organized labor. Here is another
and clamorous warning that the
American union movement is the
ultimate target of the drive
against civil liberties being waged
under cover of anti-“Commun-
ism.” :

" Proof of the anti-labor aim of
the witch hunt, of which the
House Un- American Activities
Committee hearings are a part,
is' the place, victims, time and
circumstances of its latest in-
quisition. ‘
Detroit is the.chief stronghold
of the mighty auto workers and
a bastion of union labor, both
CIO and AFL. The House com-
mittee selected. as its vietim the
largest union local in America,
Ford 600, and dared to drag lead-

ing officials. of this local before
kangaroo-court hearings.

_The auto workers are growing

‘increasingly aroused-against mass

unemployment. and speedup. Part
of the House committee’s: job is
to smear, confuse and intimidate
union workers who are preparing
to resist shameful co‘ndltlons with
mass actions. :

ATTACK ON NEGROES

Clear evidence that part of the
aims of the witch hunt .are to
degrade and terrorize the Negro
people was disclosed by the fact
that a high percentage of these
called before the House com-
mittee in Detroit' were Negroes,
including William- Hood, Local
600 Recording Secretary.

The witch hunt has become an
ominous threat to the jobs and
security of broad strata of the
population and has given em-
ployers, both public and private,
a deadly club over the workers.
Among those suspended, expelled
or fired just because they  were "
called before the House hearings
in Detroit were a school teacher,
two newspaper employes, an .
orchestra member and a ‘college
student. They had no trial, had
committed no misdeed. They had
only stood on their constitutional
rights and had refused to aet as
stoolpigeons.

A sinister by-product of the
House 'committee hearings in
Detroit was the driving of work-
ers off their jobs. The hearings
emboldened anti-union and com-
pany-stooge - elements in the
plants who employed mob action
to drive out several auto workers
who had been called to the hear-
ings. The witch hunt seriously
threatens to split the wunions.

REUTHER SILENT

In the face of the vicious threat
to the Detroit unions and the
auto union specifically, the top '
union officials preserved a cow-
ardly — nay, a treacherous —
silence: Walter Reuther, head of
the auto union, who finds time
and breath for practically every- |
thing else, played dummy during
the hearings. Neither he nor
other leading union officials took
even the elementary action of
denouncing the ‘hearings, let
alone mobilizing actions against
them. This was naturally inter-
preted as a go-ahéad signal by
‘the witch hunters.

If the anti-labor, anti-Negro
opponents of civil rights can get
away with their attack on Detroit
workers and unions, they will not
hesitate to spread their offensive
to other unions throughout the
country. Organized labor dare
rot temporize. It must arouse
itself and fight the witch hunt
with all its power. Both the AFL
and CIO in the past went on
record stigmatizing the House
Un-American Activities Commit-

tee. Their protest — and their
action — is needed nows

I




T Y.¥Y ¥ § 5 %oy

-of Representatives of the*® most

Page Two -

Vi & b h o

B A )

Michigan House Passes
‘Fasclst Bill Unanimously

DETROIT, March 3 — One
product of the House Un-Amer-
ican Activities Committee witch
hunt hearings in Detroit was the
passage by the Michigan House

reactionary bill in the state’s his-
tory.

Bill 20, misnamed a “com-
munist control” measure, was
unanimously passed by the
Michigan House in the midst of
the hysteria generated by the
Detroit - hearings. The State
Senate will not be able to act on
the bill until after March 13. But
the House Un-American Commit-
tee has promised to make a return
engagement in Detroit on March
10, at which time further senti-
ment for Bill 20 will be whipped
up

‘Patterned on the federal Mec-
Carran Act, Bill 20 contains some
of the most outrageous assaults
on the Bill of Rights ever passed
by any state legislature.

AIMED AT LABOR
Among these is g section on

-cal damage o injury to property.”|.
Under this broad and deliberately  BROAD DEFINITIONS
It should not be thought that}
this refers to the Communist
Party alone. The definition of a
“communist” is broad enough fo
include anyone the witch hunters |
want to get:
,person who is a member of the |
communist party, notwithstand- ||
ing' the fact that he may not pay |
dues to, or hold a card in, said
party.”

“sabotage” which could ‘be used

to cripple-the labor movement. It
defines “sabotage” as “the willful
and malicious infliction of physi-

vague provision, any strike that|
shuts down a plant and prevents
an employer from moving and
selling products could be charged
with “sabotage” ~ and strikers
could be imprisoned for from two
to 20 years, in addition to penal-
ties covered by other;, anti-
sabotage laws already on the
books.

This provision would also revive
capital punishment in Michigan,
stipulating punishment of death
or imprisonment “should any loss
of life occur by reason of ... any
attempted sabotage or destruc-
tion.” Thus, if a bunch of scabs
should attack a picket line and
if anyone was killed in  the
violence that followed, the strik-
ers could be subject to the death
sentence (now banned in this
state).

Bill 20 strikes a dagger blow
at the principle of free elections

FORD LOCAL

HOUSE GROUP'S ATTACK

(Continued from page 1)

change pinpointed the whole
technique of the Un - American
Committee witch hunt.

It was not enough to answer
““yes” or “no” to the trick ques-
tion: Are you mnow or have you
ever been a member of the Com-~
munist Party? The entire line
of questioning is designed to
extract information from unwil-
ling witnesses. It is conceived as
a device to turn witnesses into
stool pigeons and informers.
Members of the committee ad-
mitted as much in an interview
published in the Detroit Free
Press, Feb. 29. ‘

All of the “hostile” witnesses
subpoenaed to testify refused to
answer leading questions by
claiming their rights under the
Fifth Amendment to the Constitu-
tion which protects a witness
against self - incrimination. The
Free Press put the question to
committee members: “What hap-
pens if a witness should proclaim
that he’s a Communist and then
won’t answer further questions?”
The Congressmen replied “that
they’d probably ask the full House
to cite the witness for contempt
of Congress.” Damn clever, these
witch hunters!

PAID INFORMERS

With the hostile witnesses
refusing to turn stool pigeon the
committee was compelled to rely
on a motley assortment of paid
informers, FBI undercover agents
and Iabor spies. While this un-
savory crew did name a number

of Local 600 members as “com-.

munists,” only two, both officers,
were summoned to appear.
William R. Hood, recording
secretary of Local 600 and chair-
man of the National Negro Labor
Council flatly denied membership
in the Communist Party durlng
the period which, as a union of-
ficial, he was required to sign the
Taft-Hartley “loyalty affidavits.”
Hood refused to divulge his
Georgia birthplace for fear of
reprisals against relatives still
living there. He testified he left
Georgia in 1910 after a mob had
murdered his uncle and man-
handled hig father and mother.
Another Jdadcal . 600, ofﬁcenA viger:
préstdent Pat Rice, was the only

Local Addresses
Of Socialist
Workers Party

AKRON—For information, write P. O.
Box 1842,

BOSTON—Workers Educational Center,.

30 Stdart St. Open Tues. 5:30:9 P.M
Social last Sat. of every month.
BUFFALO—Militant Forum, 629 Main
Street, 2nd fl. Open every afternoon ex-
cept Sun. Phone MAdison 3960,
CHICAGO—734 Si Wabash Ave, Open
daily except Sunday, 12-6:00 PM. Phone
HArrison 7-0403.
CLEVELAND — 10609 Superior Ave.
DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave, Open
7Mg§7through Sat., 12-5 P.M. Phone TY

FLINT—SWP, 1507 Oak Street. Phone

22496.
LOS ANGELES — 1702 East 4th St
Phone ANgelus 9-4853.
MILWAUKEE~—917 N. 3rd St.,
Open BSun. through Fri.,
APOLIS—10 South 4th St. Open

dafly except Sun. 10 A.M.-6 P.M. Libra- |

ry, bookstore. Phone Main 7781,
NEW HAVEN—For information, write
P.0. Box 1019.
NEWARK—423 Springfield Avenue.
NEW YORK —Haq.
Place. Phone: AL 5-7852.
BROOKLYN — 18 Nevins Street, 2nd
floor.

OAELAND (Cal.,y - For information |

write P.O. Box 1953,

PHILADELPHIA — 1308-05 W. Girard
Ave.,, 2nd fl. Open every Fri. evening.
Phone Btevenson 4-5820.

ST. LOUIS—For Information, Phone
MOQ 7194,

ST. PAUL—Phone State headquarters, |,

MAin 7781
SAN FRANCISCO-1739 Fillmore St.

4th fl. Open daily except Sunday, 12- |

4:30 P.M. Phone FT 6-0410. .
SEATTLE—Maynard Bldg., 1st Ave.,
So. and Washington, Rm 201, Open Mon.
through Sat. 12-5 P.M. Branch meeting
avery Thurs.,
store. Phone Malin 9278.
YOUNGSTOWN — 234 H. Federal St.

| Union,” it carried not one word

3rd f1. |
7:30-9:30 P.M. |

116 University |

7:30 P.M. Library, boek- |

by prohibiting “the name of any,

CONDEMNS

witness to appear before the com-
mittee who was not even ques-
tioned on alleged Communist
Party membership. Later, in an
interview with the press, he
flatly denied ever having been a
CP member. In their frenzied
zeal to “get something” on a
Local 600 officer the committee |
charged that Rice had falsified
a passport application. Since the
hearing it has been disclosed that|
the charge grew out of a
typographical error on the ap-
plication, which listed Rice’s res-
idence as Cleveland instead of
Detroit.

REUTHER SILENT

While the Reuther leadership
has remained silent on the hear-
ings and have thus aided and
zbetted the committee in its
union-busting activities, they have
felt obliged to come to the defense
of UAW members forced off the
job as a result of being named
in the hearings.

Joss Chatwin, officer of Local
154, issued a strong statement
When some Hudson local members|
refused to work with a member
named in the hearings. Similarly,
Harry Southwell, Reutherite pres-
ident of Local 174, issued a state-
ment defending the right of witch
hunt vietim, John Chervany, to
his job at the American Metal
Products plant and threatening
“disciplinary action” against those
foreing him frem his job.

The International Union issued
a statement reaffirming the stand
it had taken shortly after the
outbreak of the Xorean war

-in violence against alleged Com-
munist Party members. “Violent
action which deprives individuals

weapon of the totalitarians them-
selves,” said the statement which
was repeated in the present case.
Although the International
Union remained silent on the
hearings a number of local unions
expressed their opposition to the
purposes of the witch hunt.
. Ford Local 600 played the most
aggressive role in denouncing the
aims and purposes .of the House
Un-American Committee’s Detroit
blitzkrieg. Briggs Local 212 Gen-
eral Council and DeSoto Local
227 membership also expressed
their opposition by adopting reso-
lutions condemning the commit-
tee. While the Michigan CIO News
‘had warned in advance that the
committee “aims swipe at Auto

on the hearings in its Trecent
hissue.

' Newark Fri. Night
Socialist Forum

presents a lecture on
EISENHOWER:

. The Man, His Record and
His Role in the Prussianiz.
ation of U.S. Politics

Speaker:
DAVID BERLIN
Friday, March 14, at 8:30 PM
at 423 Springfield Avenue.

Twin Cities Readers ||
Hear
GRACE CARLSON
Minnesota State Organizer
Speak on
“Colonial Revolt at
Flood Tide”
Friday, March 14 -- 8 PM .
"10 S. 4th St., Minneapolis
— Admission Free —-

“any organization .
any manner advocates, or acts to|
further,
movement.,” Under this, any or-
ganization opposing any oppres-
sive law or practice could be
designated as the
party” if the politicians or police
wanted to suppress it.
communist movement”
'mean anything, inwcluding* interna-

when some members had engaged |

of their democratic rights is the|

commumst or of any nominee ‘
of the communist party” from
appearing on the ballot.

“A ‘communist’ is a|

1
The “communist party” is

. . which in

the " world communist

“communist

“World
could

tional labor unions or groups
sympathetic to ‘colonial move-
ments.

A “communist front organiza-
tion” is one, “the members of
which are not all .communists,”
but which “acts to further the
world communist movement.”> An
organization advocating an FEPC
bill could be included under tlns
definition.

REQUIRED TO REGISTER
Such proseribed organizations,
and all of their members, would |
be required to register annually
with the state police, and to sup-
ply, under oath, “names of per-
sons known by registrants to be
communists or members of anv
'communist front org'amzatlons

Failure to register or to turn
punishable by a fine of up to

ten years, or both.

iNot one voice of opposition was
voiced against this fascist bill
when it came up for debate in
the Michigan House. Rep. Carey,
who is also an international
representative of the CIO United

tion about its constitutionality.

Nevertheless, when the vote was
taken, not one so-called liberal,
“friend of labor” or direct em-

witech hunt hysteria has become,
because a number of the mem-
bers of the Michigan House know
deep down in their hearts that
they themselves can be stigmatiz-
.ed and penalized under the provi-

informer would be a felony,\

$10,000 and imprisenment up te:

Auto Workers, did raise a ques-

ployee of the labor movement
| dared to vote against Bill 20. This|
is a sign of how wvirulent thel}

“Acheson Pushes N ew-German.A‘rmy

German capitalists are pressing for x

alliance. Listening are (1. to r)
" Eden, Great Brltam

Lester
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“'WAR PRISON

By Joseph: Keller ;
Sifice last Dec. 18 the U.S. big

| brass at Panmunjom have uged the
issue of exchange of war prison-]

ers as a pretext to stall a Korean
truce agreement.. They threaten}?

"6 keep the war going mdeﬁmtely.
| over their demand for what they|:
call the “prmclple” of “voluntary |

1epatmataon o

~The U.S. militarists clalm that
many Chinese and Korean prison-
ers of ‘war don’t want to go back

to: ‘China and :North Korea..Tol’
return them to the side ;from:

which they were captured could
be accomplished only by “force”
and “against their will.” Never,
the American negotiators piously

proclaim, will they wuse “foree” |

on “unwilling” captives. The
POWs must be given a “free
choice”
tion.”

DUBIOUS CLAIM
"We have a right to be dubious

of any claim to moral principles|

by moralists who boasted about
their “Operation Killer” and who
ordered the slaughter by high
explosives and flaming jellied
gasolme (napalm) of millions in
Korea, 'a majority of them
civilians.

We were told that this butchery
of civilians in Korea was done
to “save the lives of American

‘sions of this bill.

i boys”

— who should not have

(Continued from page 1)
and one-half years of “reserve”
status that will be imposed on
.every American male. The pur-
pose of UMT is not,to “train
soldiers,” but to make the .youth
available to the military estab-
lishment anytime the Pentagon
fwants them, without the barriers
'and “red-tape” that at present
.stands between the generals and
‘the youth. )

BRASS HAT PHILOSOPHY

One Congressman (Curtis of
Missouri) charged that “the
philosophy of those leaders in the
Pentagon who want our 18-year-
olds . . . is the philosophy. of
empire building.” J

The vast scale of anti-UMT
feeling is seen from the char-

Y

‘acter of the organizations -op-
‘posing it. All the major labor

the major farm
organizations (Grange, Farm
Bureau Federation, Farmers
Union) the major church organ-
izations (Nat’l Council of
Churches of Christ with 147,000

organizations,

'mémbers,

Big Popular Protest Forces
Congress To Kill UMT Bill

churches and 31,000,000 church
New York Board of
Rabbis, etc.) have testified against
the bill at hearings, passed reso-
lutions against it, sent lebbyists
to Washingten, and raised a con-

 siderable agitation in their news-

papers, magazines, press releases
and special pamphlet literature.

HUGE OPPOSITION MAIL

More important than the formal |

stand of these organizations is
the angry response of the ranks
to the UMT bill. The Farmers
Union reports that farm members
of this organization responded to

its call by pouring into Wash-

ington at the rate of 100 a week
to fight the bill. The Congrese

1sional Record is filled with hun-!
‘dreds of resolutions against UMT |

sent in by local church, educa- |
tional, farm and labor bodies

from every corner of the nation. |

Congressional anti-UMT mail has
been enormous.

Thus, after 7 years of pro-UMT
propaganda, the Administration
finds -the opposition to UMT far
greater than ever before.

Program:

7 PM Rendezvous Hour
8 PM Delicious Dinner

Campaign

116 University Place

~ NEW YORK |
WELCOME HOME DINNER-DANCE
for

GEORGE CLARKE

9 PM. Report on national tour and Presidential

~— Dancing and Refreshments —

Subscription $1.50 with dinner
50 cents after dinner

Make your reservations early

Saturday, March 22

New York 3, N. Y.

f “volunt repatria-{ 4
Al Ty pats thad exhausted all rational pre-

| been " sent to~ Korea in~the first

place, Now we are told that the
'U.S. military chiefs are ready to
saerifice untold numbers more of
UrS troops rather than agree to

a truce which would require the
“forcx’ble” return of Chinese and
Korean prisoners of war.

The parncular moral qualm ex-
pressed regarding the return of
(Chinese and Korean war prison-
ers is altogether novel. As Far
Bast correspondent Lindesay Par-
rott ‘wrote in the Jan. 2 N. Y.
 Times,. the “voluntary repatria-
tion” preposition is
parture in the history of war-
fare.” .

It seems especially peculiar
that this “difficult moral prob-
lem,” as the Times called it,
should newly confront the U.S.
negotiators precisely when they

texts for blocking a truce.

DIRTY BUSINESS

‘The moral blather about “volun-
tary. repatriation” is an attempt
4o cover up one of the dirtiest
sides + of ~U.S. i imperialism’s
“dirty. war??

sordid chapter in
warfare.

Last November the U.S. mili-
tary command opened =z fake
“atrocity” drive, -charging the
Chinese and North Koreans with
the murder of up to 8,000 U.S.

imperialist

and other relatives of the 11,000
nissing GIs in Korea were thrown
into anguish, although Gen.
‘Ridgway “subsequently admitted
that only 365 deaths of U.S. war
prisoners were “verified.”

The outcry of “atrocities” was
suddenly dropped. Nothing more
was heard. of it.. Meanwhﬂe, as
James Reston reported in the
Feb. 27 N. Y. Times, the families
of the U.S. POWs have been
'writing frantically to Washington
| demanding 2 quick agreement on
prisoner exchange and accusing

the prisoner of war issue.”

POW PROTESTi

Now, however, it is not so
urgent for the safety of the U.S.
prisoners of war to make a speedy
truce. It seems it is now more
ftirgent not to make a truce in
order to “protect” the “anti-Com-
- munist” Chinese and Korean war
| prisoners from being returned to
Lthei)r own countries. The situa-
‘tion, according to Reston, is

tests to Washington.

When the U.S. negotiators at
{Panmunjom handed over the lists
of war prisoners held in the U.S.
‘compounds  there were 44,000
names missing. Where were they ?
The American spokesmen claimed
that some 40,000 of those origi-
nally classified as North Korean
war prisoners were really South
Koreans and  éivilians to boot.

|The U.S. had just got around to :
: reclassﬁying” them.

Res«ton complams, with evident
regret, that the U.S. negotiators
were. unable te hand over “an
entirely new list that could have
keen ‘edited’ to eliminate the anti-
Communists” because “of the
lists of prisoners previously sent
to. the Communists through the
International Red Cross.”

ORIGINAL CLAIM

The U.S. commanders had

originally claimed the capture of

some 176,000 North Koreans and
Chinese. Among these, undoubt-
edly, were a large number of

Campaign for
Socialism
Sell ‘The Militant!’

25 AND TRUCE TALKS --
IMPERIALIST HYPOCRISY IN ACTION

{the U.S. command -was able to]

“a new  de-:

it Korea. A closeiex-:
:amination. of the facts reveals a

priseners of war. Parents, wives

the government of “mishandling.

“misunderstood” by the mothers, |
fathers and wives writing pro-’

South Koreans serving -in’ the
North Korean army and civilians
picked up ‘as “‘suspicious” -and
‘thrown into concentration camps
‘without trial. -

By including the latter under
‘the heading of prisoners of war,

make the results of its military
operatlons appear more impres-
sive and, at the same time, hide
the fact that large numbers of
South Koreans, whom the TU.S.
is supposed to be “liberating,”
were actually fighting against the
U.8. and its puppet Syngman
Rhee.

‘The American neg‘otlators have
responded to the demand that all
those originally listed as war
‘prisoners be returned to the
Chinese - North Korean side by
demanding that the Chinese and
North Koreans hand over some
50,000 South Koreans whom, the
UIS. spokesmen claim, were “im-
pressed” into the North Korean
Army. “Impress” means to “levy
or take by force for public serv-
ice” - like the draft in the U.S.

The U.S. representatives do not
explain why they have been com-
pelled to hold 40,000° alleged
“anti-Communist” Scuth Koreans
on the isolated prison island of
'Koje, while the Chinese and North
Koreans are not afraid to arm
these same South Koreans and
infiltrate these “enemies” into the
North Korean army.

'KOJE MASSACRE

It was in the midst of the dis-
cussion around ‘the cooked-up
issue of “voluntary repatriation”
that the massacre of South
Korean civilians at the U.S. prison
camp of Koje Island, off the
South Korean coast, took place.

After concealing the events for
five days,.the U.S. military head-
quarters reléased the information
that 1,700 South Korean “in-
ternees” — civilians — had “riot-
ed” and “attacked” some 750
fully-armed members of the vet-
eran TU.S. 27th “Wolfhound”
Regiment, who had entered Com-
pound 62 on Koje Island “to line
up prisoners for interviews” for
“rescreening.” Prison officials
admit 76 prisoners were killed and
139 Wounded One U.S. soldier
died.

On March 2, despite this
slaughter, only nine out of nearly
6,000 prisoners at Compound 2
would agree to be transferred to
another compound away from
“Communist terrorism,” reported
Brig. Gen. Francis T. Dodd, camp
commander. He said: “I can’t ex-
plain it. I can only marvel at it.”

SPOTLIGHT ON ISSUE.

The " resistance and slaughter
of these South Korean ecivilians
throw a. spotlight on the real
nature of *“voluntary repatria-
tion.” Why would they defy over-
whelming armed force and face
almost certain death rather than
agree to “sereening” for “volun-
tary repatmatxon ”

There is indication that these
pmsonerS are bemg “persuaded”
“agree” to join the army of
§0uth Korean 'dictator Syngman
Rhee. Those who refuse will be
listed as “communist suspects”
and face death before Rhee’s
firing squads. But, evidently, they
feel that even this risk is prefer-
able to being “1mpressed” into
Rhee’s army.

Last June 12 a hideous scandal
was reported by the United Press
from Pusan. Suh Min Ho, Chair-
man of the Korean National
Assembly’s Interior Affairs Com-
mittee, charged that more than
50,000 South Korean draftees had
died in training camps, that 300,
000 had deserted and that 80% of
350,000 survivers of the camps
were “physical wrecks, incapable
of labor.”

No wonder the Korean POWs
prefer immediate death to “volun-
tary repatriation” into Rhee’s

containing the front-page article

The AAmerlctdn
Way of Life

still friendly to it and its prin-
ciples.” Evidently this friendliness

 lis now purely platonie, as it is

with many other former Socialist

|| Party members who worked their

way into the union bureaucracy.
A few months ago the Gershes
had a wvisit from the FBI. His
report, entitled “The Day the
FBI Came to Our House,” is
printed in the January issue of
Commentary. It is interesting
both for what it shows about the

; . ' " |methods of the FBI and for what
Dean Acheson, U.S. Sec’y of State, ‘shown addressing Lisbon conference of North Atlantic -
Treaty powers where plans were made to give German capitalists a big role in European arming.
vival: of German imperialism as price of joining anti-Soviet
earson, Canada, Robert Schuman, France, and Anthony

it shows about the reaction of two
people who now seem to regard
themselves as liberals.

QUANDARY

The FBI was mainly interested
in Mrs. Gersh, but they let her
husband' stay. = “Afterward, I
wondered what I would have done

if they had asked me to leave
them alone with my wife.
Refused? Agreed? <Called a
lawyer?”

The FBI agents questioned her
to great length, back and forth

and over and over again, about:

the Bronx Free Fellowship — “a
church, a debating society, a Fri-
day evening social and an ingel-
lectual circus,” Gersh calls it,
where the congregation some 20
years ago used to debate issues

Depression, Socialism vs. Com-
raunism, Moses, Jesus or Marx,
ete.

Mrs. Gersh told them about it,
admitting that in the Thirties
it contained among others a Com-
munist group and a Socialist
group, to which she belonged.
The FBI men kept asking for
names: “Who did this? Whe said
that?” “Who led the Commu-
nists, Mrs. Gersh? Who spoke for
them? Names, names.”

Gersh says that “there was
something unhealthy about the
whole thing. It bothered me and
I could sense that it bothered my
wife. In the constant digging
back for minutiae they seemed
to be building somebody’s coffin
out of coral. And we didn’t know
whose.”

active BFFer who is still a friend
‘of theirs, “I helped her out,”
Gersh says.

‘Twice, when they could not
remember or supply mformat]on.
the FBI asked: “Would you tell
us if you knew?” Gersh says:
“We both said yes. I guess it’s
true.” For they were “two citizens
anxiously trying to help the aura-
surrounded intelligence officers of
our government.”

20 YEARS AGO

Finally, the FBI came to ‘the
point: They wanted to know what
Mrs. Gersh could tell them about
a certain Hollywood figure, who
had been associated with Stal-
inist front organizations and|
benefit performances. Mrs. Gersh
replied that she had been hig girl
friend 20 years ago, that she had
baken ‘him to some meetings of
the Bronx Free Fellowship, but
that he had not been politically
conscious at that time, and that
she had not seen him for almost
20 years.

Then she wanted to know why
they  were inquiring about her
and the BFF and the Hollywood
figure. “But the FBI wasn’t
answering that day.

of the day like: How to Cure the |

But when his w1fe could,
not remember the name" of an

They were.

A VISIT FROM THE FBI
Harry Gersh is assistant educational director of the
CIO Textile Workers of America. He says that he and
his wife, Violet, used to be members of the Socrahst Party :

back in the Thirties, and “We are ®—
| asking. So, since -we Wele the

hosts, we answered.”

- Finally, the FBI ‘men started
to leave. Trying, perhaps, to be
polite, one of them said: “Well,
Mrs. Gersh, that’s all behind you
now.” And he continued with a

remember exactly but whose sense
was: “You’re clean now, Mrs,
Gersh. You’ve been mixed up in
some rather shady things in the
past, Socialists, Communists, but
it must have been youthful wnlda
ness. You're well rid of it, as we
can see from this house and this
street and talking to you. You

No one will know about your
record.”

“It was the wrong thmg {o
say to anyone with our backe
ground, especially Violet,” 'sags
Gersh. “‘Mr. Walsh,” she sald
loudly and dlstmctly, ‘Tve got a
good record, regardless of what
the FBI ‘thinks, and I'm proud of
it She ‘went on in that /vein. for
a while. She was working herself
up to the point where she’d be
sorry she voted for Roosevelt
ingtead of Thomas. So . Gersh
broke it up and edged her back
into the house.

But this feeble little eu%mt,
evidently generated by remorse,
does not change the fact that the
"Gershes, who ¢laim. to ba'-still
friendly to socialist prineiples,
had permitted themselves to play
the role of informers. What .ia
far ery from the forthright pesi-
tion taken by the admittedly . .con=
servative writer and critic, Ber-
nard De Voto, who wrote in the
October 1949 issue of Harper’s
Magazine:

DE VOTO STATEMENT

- “T like a country. where it’s
nobody’s damned business. what
magazine anyone reads, what He
thinks, whom he has cocktails
with. I like a country where we
do not have to stuff the chlmney
against listening ears and where

FBI files along with a note from
$-17 that T. may have another

try where no
flatfeet collect memoranda about
 them, a country where when
us fo officials he can be held to
‘account. We had that kind of
country only a little while back
and I'm for getting it back.”

And then De Voto served notice
to the FBI: “From now on‘ any
representative of the govemment
properly identified, can count on
a drink and perhaps mformed talk

. munist) Sox at my house.,But |f
ke wants information from me
about anyone whomsoever, no
soap. If it is my duty as a citizen
to tell what I know about some-
one, I will perform that duty
unider subpoena, in open court,
before that person and his at-
torney. This notice is ‘posted in
the court-house square: I will not
discuss anyone in private with
any. government investigator.”

It looks as though some of oir
labor - leaders,
boast of their radical past, will
have to go quite a way before
they reach the level, in common
decency and 1ntelhgence, of .even
old-fashioned conservatives. -

reapolis was pleased with the
front- -page article in The Militant
on the Clarke-Child
debate. “With Com-
rade Cannon’s speech
on the Soecialist
Workers Party elec-
tion campaign plus
the lead article on
the cost of living,
Minneapolis Militant
salesmen took to
this particular issue
of the paper with a
great deal of enthu-
siasm,” Helen writes. ‘“Millie,
Doris, Julia, Larry and Helen sold
at the AFL Hall. Denald spent
an hour on Saturday going house
to house and sold six papers and
an FIL.

“Doris sold 15 copies of this
issue on the university campus.
Besides this, a large number of
comrades bought extra Militants
to take with them to give to
friends in their neighborhoods
and on the job. Every worker
who gets a copy of The Militant
is a prospective subscriber, you
know!”

Literature Agent Jane Sebas-
tian sends in an order for 100

extra of the March 3 WMilitant

hands.

by D. Rossa describing the strike

Helen S. reports that Min-

— John F. Petrone

@

victory of San Francisco street
and cable carmen. “We are going
to take this issue to the car-barns
to selly” Jane writes. “We intend
to see that the carmen themselves
get that story.”

as good as they were during the
weeks of the big Moore meet-
ings,” says Literature Agent
Ethel Swanson, “but we have been
out selling just as often. That is
encouraging and it’s bound to
bring results in the long run.
This week Renee and Etliel B. sold
five papers at the New School. At
NYU Beezie sold three Militants
and one FI, and Ray M. sold nine
papers and two FI's. Ray and
Janice are also selling pamphlets
every week. Lenny sold two
papers at the Henry George
School. In the projects Joycé
reports seven Militants and one
25¢. local delivery sub. stld while
Frank F. and Harold D. sold 11
‘papers and three 25¢. subs.”

C.H.D., a friend in Pottstown,
Pennsylvama, writes to express
kis appreciation for The Militant
and to renew his subseription.
“Keep on sending The Militant.
I eagerly await each issue and
read it cover to cover.” C.H.D.
also includes an order for extra
copies of some of the back issues

give to his friends. .

remark which Gersh doesn’t -

can depend on us to keep it qulet. :

what we say does not go into'the -

wife in--Califernia. I-like a:couns -
college-tramed ;

us ‘and ask judicial protection for-

someone makes statements about

about the Red (but non~Com-,

even those ~who

“New York sales haven’t been\

which he particularly liked to -

S
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 The New Thought Control Edlet

On Monday, March 3, the U.S. Supreme Court handedf

down a decision concurred in

by six Justices which upheld

the constltutlonahty of the New York State Feinberg Law, |
a measure for the regimentation of teachers. Speaking of |
so-called “Communist propaganda,” the decision says:
“This propaganda, the (New York) Legislature de-
clared, is sufficiently subtle to escape detectién in the
claesroom; thus, the menace of such infiltration into the
classroom is difficult to measure.
The purpose of this remarkable statement is to estab-

lleh that teachers may be fired even when they propagate
no detectible heresies in their classrooms. In other words,

“if a teacher is accused of “disloyalty,” and in reply points

out that he has never uttered anything of a “communist”
teamng in a classroom, or that he teaches mathematics or
some other subject which is not connected with politics,
the witchhunters will now be able to reply' “You have

been spreading propaganda,

but exactly what it is we

' cannot tell you, for it was too subtle to-be detected.”

~ 'What does this phrase of the Supreme Court, “suf-
ficiently subtle to escape detection,” mean?

If propaganda can be 8o subtle that trained police|

witch hunters will not be able to detect it, how can it pos-
sibly have any effect on the students?

. If propaganda is to be this subtle, it would have to
avoid any defense of Marxism, communism, socialism, or
any ideas which might be defended by communists, social-
ists or Marxists. If “propagandists” were to be so “subtle”

“as to defy detection, they would have to limit themselves
to ideas which are not peculiar to communists, but which

could also be defended by lxberals, trade-unionists, defend-

.ers of Negro rlghts, ete.

-~ What this means, therefore, is that a teacher who
defends causes which are unpopular with the capitalist
class, such as_civil rights, labor rights, limitations of pro-
fits, TVA’s, socialized medicine, or any one of a hundred
other progressive causes, can, and certainly will be labeled

‘a purveyor of ‘“communist propaganda” which he is keep-

ing “subtle” so as to “escape detection.”

Thus what the Truman-packed Supreme Court is do-
ing here is opening up the flood-gates to thought control
in a manner unprecedented in U.S. constitutional history.
What this ruling means is that, not only do teachers lose

-their- freedom of speech, but they lose the freedom of

thinking what they please even if they never say it.
- The mere thought is made a crime even if unexpressed

~in the spoken word, because

the teacher, by having the

unspoken thought, lays himself open to the charge that he

has spread ‘“‘propaganda too

subtle to be detected.”

 thusiastically '  agree = with
Angell report that the coming

Capitalist Choice: Crash or War

By John G. Wright

It is the arms boom, and the
‘arms boom alone, that has thus
far averted another depression
| and any relaxatien of the arma-
ments drive carries with it dire
- economic consequences. What The
‘Militant has said since 1948 'is

tlve caputallst econonusts., 4
Early in' January ‘a  five-man
economic team of the United Na-
tions, chaired by J. 'W. Angell of
-Columbia  University, - issued a
‘gpecial report, entitled, Measures
for : International ‘Economic Sta-
 bility, and’ offering plans to coun-

,terac»;t a- depression  “some two:

years” from mnow, consequent :on
‘any “sealing down of rearmament

RECESSION IN 1954
 The’ London _Economist, in its'

1Jan. 19-issue, accepts this prospect:

of “The Recession of 1954, talks
about it as if it is a foregone:
conclusmn, and hajls the Angell
report as . deserving “a warm

| welcome and close - attention.”

This Brxtxs’h economic weekly, one,
of “the most authoritative in the

that in the United States, the
arms drive has served. as “the
main engine of the boom that sue-

1945”; and that two years from
now any suspension of the cur-
rent arms  program “will  be
reflected in burdengome surpluses’
of materials that no one wants
at the remunerative price.”

The Economist editors en-
the

slump will not be on the scale of

the 1929 crash. “Future recesgions

will be comparatively slight and
they will ‘be correécted within a
year or two,” they say. But amid
this “optimism,” they strike' a
very sour note by calling atten-
tion to the debilitated condition
of = . capitalist Europe ' whose
bankrupt economies are incapable
of withstanding - even “com-
paratively slight” depressions.

The spokesmen of - British - im-

perialism cautiously point out that
the “gold and dollar reserves of |

many countries besides Britain”
are only one-half today of what
they were in prewar days; “and
it does not need a major slump
to drain away reserves of that
size within a year,” they warn.

FRIGHTENED CAPITALISTS

For all their “‘confident” talk
about a “slight” future “reces-
sion of 1954,” these are frighten-.
ed ‘capitalists who are talking.
Besides, they would much rather

 discuss - future  diffieulties than,
say, the current crisis of British
capitalism, the worst in the sue-

cession of British postwar . eeo-

nomic paroxysms. Britain, which

ARE YOU READY TO FIGHT AND DIE
FOR UNITED FRUIT COMPANY PROFITS?

By George Breitman

©On Feb. 25 two men took the
floor of the House of Repre-
sentatives in Washington, inter-
rupting a debate on "another
subject. to make statements on a
“grave danger” to the people of
the United States. One was the
Democratic leader of the House,
John 'W. McCormack and the
cther was the Republican leader
of the House, Joseph W. Martin
Jr., both from Massachy

Tt geems, accordin

| Cormack, that a “Soviet beach-

head” has appeared “in the West-
ern. Hemisphexe right under our
rioses 'in Guatemala.” And, ac-
cordmg' to Martin, that there is
a “ruthless . . . Communist attack
against -American interests in

Guatemala” that  threatens the
“free’ way of life” and “the
inter-American system which has
been painstakingly erected over
the course of many years.”
Trom the tone of their remarks;
it- seemed quite possible that

Guatemala had declared war on|

the U.S. and that its fleet and air
foree was already on the way to
bomb Washington. For a few
minutes it looked . as if .the
gentlemen from Massachusetts
were about to demand at least a
declaration of national emergency.

. UNITED FRUIT

Fortunately, however, the situa-
tion -did not get out of hand. It
turned out that the two congress-
men were not speaking directly

. for the State Department or the

Department of Defense, but only
for the United Fruit Company,
whose headquarters is in Boston.

It also turned out that it was not

exactly the UJS. that was under
attack, but the profits of United:
Fruit.

Guatemala is a Central Amer-
ican republic just south of Mexico,
shout the size of Pennsylvania,
with a population of 3,500,000,
Jts chief products are coffee and

bananas. The banana crop is con-
trolled by United Fruit, which is
also part of a British-American
combine, International Railways
of Central America, that owns the
country’s railroads. Its power is
in the hands of the Electric Bond
and Share interests,

U.S. capitalists have $200,000,-
000 invested in Guatemala, almost
three times the annual national
gross  product. The poverty-
stricken people have always hated
the foreign corporations that ex-
ploit them -— first the Bnitish,

and more recently the U.S. im- |

perialists. They especially hate
United Fruit because of its col-
laboration with the bloody dicta-
torship of Jorge Ubico, which
lasted from 1930 to 1944.

RED HERRING .
After Ubico, -came the presi-

‘dency of Juan Jose Arevsalo, an

anti-imperialist. Though the con-
stitution outlaws the Communist

Party, Arevalo “refused to sup-|

press Communist propaganda be-

turies of repression, Guatemala
needed an ideal civil liberties
regime.” (Washington Post, Feb.
17). .

For this heinous attitude,
Arevalo and his successor, Presi-
dent Jacobo Arbenz Guzman, have
been vilified by U.S. journalists
as “communists” or *‘communist
cats-paws.” “Coffee planters,
merchants, and bankers dislike
the leftist government,” reported
Ludwell Denny on Feb. 13 — so
United Fruit is not alone in that
respect.

Last September a Pacific hur-
ricane destroyed 10,000 acres of
banana trees on United Fruit’s
Tiquisate plantations. (Martin
calls this “an act of God” but he
may yet be called before the
House Un-American Committee
to PROVE that it was not en-
gineered by the “communists.”)

United Fruit refused to start a
$10,000,000 rehabilitation program
unless the government would
violate its own laws in granting
the corporation certain conces-
sions. To increase pressure, the

indemnities.

corporation laid off 4,000 work-
ers. But the laws of Guatemala,
unlike those of the U.S., don’t
permit employers to treat the
workers like cattle.

The case was taken to a labor
court,, which ruled in January
thet United Fruit had to pay their
back wages, about $650,000, plus
The court also
placed an export embargo on
Tiquisate products until the award
is paid. (It’s hard to imagine a
court in the U.S. acting like that.)
United Fruit appealed to the
Supreme . Court. The Guatemala
Supreme Coutt dismissed the ap-
peal. (Try to picture the U.S.
Supreme Court under similar
cireumstances!) As a result,
moves were begun to  sell' the
corporation’s

order.to pay the award.

CRACKING THE WHIP
That is the background for the
wails of distress and the bellicose

cause he believed that after cen- thieats hurled by the headsof the

two -capitalist’ parties in the
House of Representatwes. All
United Frult has to do is comply
with Guatemala laws — pay
wages owed and return a small
part of the hundreds of millions
they have taken away from

'Guatemala so that banana pro-

duction can be resumed ~— and the
dispute will be settled. But this
mighty corporation refuses. It
hopes by economic pressure, the
ranting of Congressmen and the
Lysteria being whipped up by
corrupt newspapermen, to- have
its own way in Guatemala.

Well, I hope they don’t get it.-
I hope the government and peéple
of Guatemala will stand firm and
refuse to be intimidated. And I
hope that I will never be econ-
scripted to go in wuniform to
Guatemala to drive “the free way
of life” down their throats for
'the greater glory of U.S. im-
perialism and the greater profit
of United Fruit. From where I
stand, Guatemala has a lot of
laws, institutions and traditions
that it would beneﬁt the U.S. to
imitate,

now, being admitted by authorita- }°

capltahst world, -calmly admits |

 still controls 'a half of the entire
world trade, has been losing gold
and dollar reserves at a record
rate.. And according to Paul
' Bareau, assistant. editor of the
London Economist, now ‘touring
‘the U.S., Britain “must expect to
g0 on-losing gold” well into “the
second=half of’ 1952.”

worse position.. Her ‘fiscal ‘'system

is m “a near~bankrupt condition.” |/ s
Rumors’ of: new ‘French’ cu'rrency

devaluauon ‘have sent the franec

plunging” ‘from’ the official rate.

of 350 to. a dollar to 460, or'a
drop of almost- one-third. ‘
Concern and -anxiety are also
rife  in ‘many: capitalist - circles
here at’ “home. For example, the
weekly U.S. ‘News, of ‘March 7,
carried  an . exclusive interview
with . A.. S, McLeod, “chief “of
(U.S. - Néws) - Economic - Unit,”
who', flatly - affirmed:" “There’ iis
sure to be” a depression as ‘“this

France: is, : if anythmg, in/ a:

arms boom wears out.” McLeod’s
sole consolation, like that of the
Angell report and the London
Economist, is that there will be
“no repetition of 1929, and that
this’ future depression will not
last more than “a year -or twe.”

. Not so optamlstlc ‘Have been the
reports carr fed by the Wall Street
‘Journal, one of ‘the"chief  mouth-
pleces of the US. firianciers -and
sechilators. ~.On. ‘Feb. 26  the
urnal -~ reported': that  *“some
féderal ecoromists” envisage the
neéd “inthe midst of a huge
arms build-up . . . 'to prime the

"pump ‘for- cwlhan buemees ”.-One

top “fedéral economist” reportedly
fears a “slight -recession” by
1953 ‘ ‘

THF MAIN FACTOR

. The - main factor dxsruptmg
econoxmc life here and abroad is,

of ‘cotrse, inflation. ‘Soaring: prices |-

abroad have cut into all imports.

ceeded the end of the war in| EF

French ‘f"Policef Bamg’ Auto Workers _' |

French police use. overturned. truck for barricade in battle
with:demonstrating Renault workers.in Paris suburb on Feb. 12,
“Eighty" thousand police were mobllized in battle array throughout
the nation, but the workers came out in demonstrations protest-
ing the government’s ban on tradltmnal parades commemor ating
the mass struggles that blocked the road ‘to fascism in. France
in 1934. Cldshes of this kind testify: to a. contlnmng social crisis

in France, aggravated since Feb,

12 by the Lisbon conference de-

cision ‘which ‘would greatly mcrease the French. arms budget and
which quickly led to the downfall of the Faure cabinet. France,
which ' is supposed ‘to- be one. of the chief bastions of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, 19 kept unstable and shaky by the

exorbitant -armament demands | of -U.S. 1mper1ahsm the revolt

increasingly  “more difficult to
"buy abroad.” Conversely, “Euro-
pean retailers are finding it im-
possible to buy anything in this
country,” concludes a recent
Scripps-Howard survey. Lack of
dollar credits, on top of high
prices, -is -tendihg to further
paralyze world trade: The - im-
yosition of new -and intolerable
‘arms burdens, which find . their
expression. abroad  primarily
through increased indirect thxes,
keeps.. commodity and wholesale
prices from  declining in most
European countries.

All this acts to aggravate the

world slump ‘in soft goods,”
which in this country enters into
its . twelfth ' month.. Among the
hardest hit is Japan whose textile
production has just been cut 40%
by government decree.
The blight of unemployment,
amid inflation, has thus far hit
hardest in the U.S. There already
are “18 ' critical centers,” with
Detroit and- its 175,000 jobless
‘auto-workers headmg the list.

SHORT WORK WEEKS
- In textile industry, as in others,

{ |the full extent of unemployment

has been masked by part-time
employment. ‘Many textile .mills
have ‘shortened the work-week”
in order “to spread employment.”
Ajccording to Potofsky, presidént

of  ACW-CIO, “60 percent unem-

ployment has hit woolen ga‘rment
manufacturing workers in New
York, Chicago, Boston,” and nine
other cities, “and that the cotton
garment workers similarly effect-
ed are in New England, New
York, New Jersey, Maryland and
in the South and Mid-West.”

- If gluts prevail in the con-
sumer-goods sector {from textiles
to- autos), then “surpluse's"’ have
suddenly begun to appear in such
hxthexto “super-scarce” fields as
lead, zine, brass and even some
types of steel. By March 2 steel
was reported to be piling up in
warehouses which handle ap-
proximately one-fifth of all the
steel used.

The Wall Street Journal on
Feb. 26, quoted “a White House
economist” as saying, “If it
weren’t for the defense program
we’d be in a very serious situa-
tion now.” This is for.sure. The
ottering capitalist economies here
and abroad have no other prop
except the arms drive, which, in
its turn, only poses ever more
sharply before the imperialist

| rulers the alternative of a plunge

¢éither intb war or into a catas-

of ‘the French colonies in’ Asna ‘and- Africa, and the remstance"
“of the French workers to lower hvmg' standards at home.

trophic depression.

American retailers are finding- it

divisions by the end of 1962. But®
their feeling of triumph did not
ast lohg. Within a matter of
days, they were beset with new
problems, headaches and opposi-

tion so widespread that they
began to -act like men in the
throes of acute desperation.

“A  vast 'step forward,” said
Secrétary of State Acheson after
the Lisbon announcement, com-
plimenting his European allies for
swinging into line behind Wash-
ington’s © rearmament program.
But a2 week later Democratic
Senator Connally was brutally
cracking the whip and threaten-
ing to cut off economic aid to
the French unless they “do their
duty” and the capitalist press
was snarling furiously at the
West European working class.

The point was this: Acheson
could get the European capital-
ist governments to agree to a
rearmament program that their
economies -cannot sustain, but
neither he nor they could make
the European masses accept it
willmgly.

FRENCH CRISIS

The French: government col-
lapsed like a house of cards as
soon as it mtroduced a-bill to
raise the money needed to im-
plement the Lisbon program. It
is doubtful that this parlia-
mentary crisis can be solved in
the near future, even with a new
cabinet, so long as the Lisbon
burden is maintained.

France is paying 114 Dbillion
aollars for its colonial war in
Indo-China, a sum that is drain-
ing it dry Now it is told that it
must raise twice that amount for
European rearmament — or else
it will be deprived of the Amer-
ican dollars that have kept it
going so far. The economic and
social ecrisis of France is thus
being aggravated almost to the
breaking point by the demands of
the U.S. overlords.

Things have become so bad the
March 3 Christian Science Monitor
reported,’ that “some American

‘and’ French officials are giving

serious consideration for the first

properties at af
-forced auction -on March & in

Z Hunger is a Man Made Plague

By Grace Carlson
THE GEOGRAPHY OF HUNGER
by ‘Josue de Castro,  Little,
Brown and Company, 1952,
337 pp- $4.50.

Bruce Barton, the not-so-very-
scientific commentator on poli-
tical science, social science, psy-

chological science and a host of
other kindred subjects, wrote in
his -syndicated column, entitled

‘“White Man’s New Burden?”

(Minneapolis Star, Feb. 23):

“Qtalin’s biggest ally in  the
cold war is never publicly men-
tioned., It is OVER - POPULA-
TION — subsidize_d by the Amer-
ican taxpayer’s dollars.”

For the Bruce Bartons, the
William Vogts (“Road to Sur-
vival”) and all of the other Mal-
thusian prophets of doom, Dt.
Josue de Castro’s “The Geography
of Hunger” should be required
reading. For it is'Dr. de Castro’s
well - authenticated thesis that

“gverpopulation does - not ' cause ,kauth or svinias all - the  way- feém

starvation in. various parts of the
world ‘but that starvation is the
cause ‘of overpopulat;on. :
ATTACKS MALTHUSIANS
“The Geography of Hunger”

( makes a slashing attack upon to-

day’s variants. of the theory of
Thomas Malthus, the Eighteenth

-Century English economist, e.g.,

that rigid controls must be placed
upon population growth or famine
will stalk the earth. A massive
amount of blologieal and soci-
ological data is presented  to
refute the neo-Malthusians, whom
the author quite correctly char-
acterizes as imperialist-minded.
“QOur blind flight into the un-
known tends to frighten prudent
spirits,” he writes, “and fear
leads them now, as it did when
Malthus lived, to attribute social

unrest- to the sheer number of

human beings. When the neo-
Malthusians say that mankind is
starving and condemned to perish
in universal famine because of its
inadequately controlled birth rate,
they are simply blaming the
hungry for the fact that there is
hunger"’

'AUTHOR'S BACKGROUND

Dr. de Castro brings to his self-
imposed task of demolishing the
inhuman neo-Malthusian theories,

an illustrious  scientific back-

ground and an impressive hst of
achievements ‘in social work. The,
executive Chairman. of the FAO
—the United Nation’s Food and
Agmculture Organization, Dr. de
Castro.is also a member of the
UN  Advisory Committee -on
Nutrition. He is the head of the
University of Brazil’s Geography
Department,  where he teaches
Humian Geography as well as
eourses in Food and Nutrition in
the medieal . college. He is the
author of “The. Food Problem in
Brazil” “Food and Race,”
“Human Geography”. and “Phy-
siology of Taboos,” as well as a
score of articles which were
carried in leading  scientific and
medical magazines.

That Dr. de Castro is a native
Brazilian and a close student of
the miserable living conditions of
the oppresséd Latin American
people undoubtedly helps to lift
“The Geography of Hunger”
above the level of the ordinary
seientific treatise.

“Hunger  as ‘défined by this

sheer starvation or famine to the
so-called hidden: hunger, i.e., the
absence-from the diet of one or

| more of the 40 food constituents

needed to maintain health. Thus
the author shows that hunger for
minerals, hunger for vitamins,
hunger for proteins may condemn
whole populations to slow death.
Then, he presents this terrible
conclusion:

“We know from scientific ob-
servation. that today, two-thirds
of the world’s population lives in
a permanent state of hunger. A
billion and a half human beings

cannot find the means of escaping
' this most terrible aff'hction of

society.”

MAN-MADE PLAGUE

Hunger is a man-made plague,
Dr. de Castro asserts, and adduces
considerable * evidence to Pprove
that cultural rather than natural

‘forces create it. Great natural

catastrophes which disrupt the
food supply and cause starvation
and famine are rare occurrences
but the fact that two-thirds of
the world’s population lives in a
state of hunger under “normal”
conditions demonstrates that de-
fects in social organization are
to blame.

With the nroper organization
of socxety {what we ecall Social-

ism) all of’ the peoples of the
world could be -provided with
adequate diets. At the present
time, only 10 per cent of the
arable land of the earth is being
cultivated. The world’s peoples
could have billions of additional
food-producing acres if society set
a high enough price on human
life. Furthermore, the author
points out that the food produc-
tion of today’s cultivated land
could be doubled or quadrupled
with the proper use of new farm
machinery, fertilizers, better
seeds, etc. Synthetic food produc-
tion by the chemist and the
utilization of the seas as g source
of food supply could help im-
measurably in satisfying all of
the mnutritional needs “of the
world’s growing population.

But the neo-M=althusians — and
William Vogt is one of the
gloomiest and most vociferous —
maintain that population increase
will proceed at jet rocket speed
so that in three hundred years,
the world will have 20 billion
inhabitants. Vogt proposes rigidly
imposed birth control restrictions
especially in the world’s so-called
backward areas. However, he . is
not averse to accepting the help
of natural ‘disasters to effect
reductions - in population. De
Castro quotes Vogt as saying:
“. . . there is little hope that the
world will eseape the horror of ex-
tensive famines in China during
the next few years. Byt from the
world point of view, these may be
not only desirable, but indispen-
sable.” i

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTION

De Castro’s answer represents
his meost original contribution to
the question of . hunger -and
ropulation growth. Using ‘China,
Egypt, India and the Latin
American countries, all of which
kave low nutritional levels as
examples, the author.shows that
there, is an inverse ratio between

sumption. Here is the table from
the book which' shows this
relationship: The first column
gives the country; the second, the
birth rate; the third, the daily
consumption of animal protein in
grams.

45.6 C4T

Formosa
Malay States 39.7 7.5
India 33 8.7

Japan 27 9.7

population growth and food con-|

Yugoslavia 25.9 11.2
Greece 23.5 15.2
Ttaly 23.4 15.2
Bulgaria 22.2 16.8
Germany 20 37.3
Ireland 19.1 46.7
Denmark 18.3 59.1
Australia 18.0 59.9
United States 17.0 61.4
Sweden 16.0 62.6

The role of protein metabolism
in. determining fertility is "due
primarily to its effect upon the
liver and its capacity to produce
estrogen. Women who have a
large amount of estrogen in the
system are the most fertile.
Protein deficiencies lead to di-
seases of the liver, which, in. turn,
cause the release of more
estrogen and an increase in
reproductive capacity. It is also
known that the sex drive, which
fs another determinant of fertility,
also deperids on the amount of
estrogen in the system. Nature
here seems to have worked,out a
mechanism for preserving species
which would otherwise face ex-
tinction' because of the ravages
of hunger.

Feeding the hungry will cause

the birth rates to drop in India,
China anhd other areas of the
earth, which are pointed to by
the neo-Malthusian as danger-
ously over-populated.
-~ But how can we feed the
hungry of the world? Here is
where Dr. de Castro fails to offer
a convincing answer. His general
proposals are unassailable: plan-
ning for plenty on an interna-
tional scale; colonial emancipa-
tion; a more equitable distribu-
tion of the land and the machinery
to work it; a wider use of
scientific agricultural - techniques.
But when Dr. de Castro expresses
the conviction that “It is quite
possible to make the transition
from a colonial economy to a
cooperative world economy based
on mutual interests without the
imperialist or colonizing coun-
tries going bankrupt,” he has left
the safe ground of science for the
cloudy regions of wishful think-
ing.

Be that as it may, the solid
fact remains that “The Geography
of Hunger” is a treasure house
of information for the Marxist
who also believes that we can
have a Geogravhy of Abundance

and has an -effective program to
achieve it.

Mass Resnstance
Greets NATO

Rearming Plans

o By, Fred Hart

The imperialist diplomats gloated when the recent
Lisbon conference agreed to build a six-nation army under
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and to raise 50

time to giving up in Indo-»Chma
and letting the Communists take
cver.”

GERMAN OPPOSITION

In Germany, mass opposition to
the new rearmament program is
wespecially pronounced. “The peo-~
ple are furious.that the govern-
ment, against their will and with-
out authorization from Parlia-
ment, agreed to contribute Ger-
man divisions, and billions of
marks as well, to NATO defense,”
Carolus reports from Bonn in the
March 8 Nation. “The Social
Democratic opposition is deter-
mined that the agreement shall
not be earried out and is renew-
ing its demand for a general elec-
tion,” which the Adenauer regime
would hate to face.

When the head of the German
trade union movement gave con-
ditional support to - rearmament
his statement “evoked violent
protests, and revolts agamst his
leadership are brewing in many
unions. The questjon what can be
done if the government majority
imposes militarization  is pas-
sionately discussed by rank-and-
file unionists, and occasionally
one hears talk of a general
strike. "That such a drastic
measure is even thought of shows
how severe is the crisis,” Carolus

‘continues.

UNION REBELLION

“The trade union rebellion
against rearmament is in full
swing,” writes the N. Y. Times
correspondent in Bonn on March
3. “At a meeting of local union
leaders from all over West Ger-
many held recently in Duessel-
dorf, speaker after speaker arose
to denounce the national leader-

| ship of the trade unions for hav-

ing accepted the rearmament
plans.”

The same report says that op-
position has become “better or-
ganized, more definite and more
widespread,” with the result that
Allied officials are beginning to
question if the Adenauer govern-
ment can win a majority for a
rearmament budget in the Bun-
destag. It is freely admitted that
the 'opposition includes middle
class as well as labor groups.

The economic basis for this re-
bellion is explained by ‘Carolus as
ollows: Adenauer agreed to spend
1214, billion marks a year on
#rms;,he says he won’t ask for
higher taxes, but he is going to
demand that the Laender (states)
raise their contributions to the
federal government to 40% of
their revenues. “That will mean
an end to their public-housing
projects and a sharp curtailment
of relief for the nine million
refugees from the east and the
even needier pensioners, disabled

veterans, war widows, and
crphans.” )
DOUBTS IN U.S. L

doubts even in the top ecircles of
U.S. imperialism. The Wall Street
Journal wrote on March 4, “We
know that to even raise these
#uestions is considered in some
quarters as nefarious. . . We think
that the evidence is accumulating
that Europe cannot support. the
great arms edifice that we are
trying to make it build.”

But this is not the dominant
viewpoint in the Truman ad-
ministration. The get-tough-with-
Europe spokesmen are proceeding
on the assumption that they can
overcome the mounting resistance
by bullying, blustering and eco-
nomically pressuringtheir junior
partners in Europe into “stiffen~
ing” their policies — that is, try-
ing to jam the arms program
down the throats of the masses
just as Washington has jammed
it down the throats of the Euro-
pean governments.

lenly notifies Europe that “the
fall of the French cabinet .. . the

armament in Germany and the
success of the Socialist lunatic
fringe in driving the British
Labor Party toward pacifism?”
are “causes for concern.”” (The
so-called “lunatic fringe” happens
to speak for the ma]ority of the
British working class in its op-
position to rearmament.)
Europeans “should not ignore”
Connally’s brutal warning, the
Times declares. “The sooner they
pay heed to it the better it will
be for all concerned.” By which
the Times means: “Intensify class
warfare against the European

we'll make it hot for you.”

The European capitalists know
this, and they want to comply.
The trouble is that if they do,

the European masses will make
it hot for them too. .

i
o
a
.
i
o

This situation has created some

The March 4 N. Y. Times sul-.

growing agitation against re--

masses and their hvmg standards,
brother capitalists in Europe, or -
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. The Negro Struggle

Jim Crow and the CIO

. By Jean Blake

Last month, when this column was opened to
a discussion of Jim Crow in the unions, we invited

- our readers to join in and let us know about their

opinions and experiences in this field. Here we
print the first contribution to the discussion, and
hope that it will encourage others:

“I think you and The Militant have done a ‘real
setrvice by starting a discussion-on the problem
of Jim Crow in the unions and how to combat it
successfully. There is too much of a_tendency in
the labor movement to ignore this problem mere-
ly because in the last decade some progress has
been made, mainly on a local level, in winning¢
union posts for Negroes and in wiping out some
of the discrimination in upgrading, etec. It's a real

- problem, not only in the steel union, and I hope

among other things that the discussion will give
us facts about other unions as well as sugges-
tions for combattmg them.

~ “I am in full accord with you on what should
be done. The allies of the Negro union members

-in conflicts with bigoted types like William Dono-

van, director of the Steelworkers Union in the
Cleveland area, are the white union members
who also have plenty of grievances against such
bureaucrats. The rank and file must cooperate
in getting rid of such disgraceful elements who
do nothing but harm to the cause of organized
and unorganized labor.

“We agree on the strategy. I believe we also.
agree on the tactics, but to be absolutely certain
of this, I want to say some things about a few
remarks you made in your column on the sub-
Jject. You wrote as follows: ‘

“The editor (of the Cleveland Call and Post)
failed to outline any course otheér than appeal-
ing to the CIO’s top leadership to clean out the
Donovans. It is necessary to expose the role of
bigoted bureaucrats to the top leadership, and to
all workihg people, but a realistic approach to

the problem cannot depend on bureaucrats to

clean out bureaucrats.” You also said that getting
rid of the Donovans can be achieved only ‘by
building a ‘new&left wing leadership'and returning

N
the unions.to the. democratie control of the ranks
— not by appealing to the Murrays and Me-
Donalds or any other of the same stripe.
“As T understand it, you are not saying that we
should not-appesl to the top CIO leaders to end
Donovanism; what you are saying is that such

" appeals, by themselves, are not enough. That is

absolutely true, But we should be careful not to
underestimate  the importance of appealing to
Philip Murray ahnd demanding that he put a stop
to the Jim Crow behavior of his lieutenants.
“Murray has made many attacks on Jim Crow
and discrimination in the CIO.. At the national
CIO convention last November he made a long
speech urging the delegates to go back to their
unions -and put into.practice the anti-discrimina-
tory. programs and speeches they were making.
Wouldn’t it be a good. thing for him to be put
on the spot by demands from members of his
own .union, askmg him too to practlce what he
preaches? Wouldn't it be a bad thing if no ap-
peals and pressure were applied to him—wouldn’t
that make- it easuer ‘for him to continue dodging
the problem -— wouldn’t that be playing right
into the hands' of the Donovans?
. “Naturally, we ‘cannot depend on buxeaucxats
to clean out bureaucrats.’ In addition to appeal-
ing to Murray to enforce the avowed policies of
the CIO, we must, as you say, organize and unitc
¢he rank and file for positive action of their own
to show their opposition to Jim Crow.in all forms.
But these two steps, according to my view, are
not contradictory ‘but complementary. We can
and should do both. Putting pressure .on Murray,
and then letting everybody. see how he reacts’
to justified demands, is one of the best ways
to arouse the rank and file and show them the
need. for mdependent act1v1ty al(mg the hnes you
suggest. ¢
- ~“From: your column I am sure that this i is your
v1ewpomt too. Best -wishes to. you ‘and. The Mili-
tant-in. working. out.a program of action that will
help ‘the Negro people win their: rxghtful place
in the labor movement %

People l)o Change

" People who claim that “socialism won’t work”
are also fond of saying “you ean’t change human
nature.” But the lives of .a whole community can
alter in one generatmn A new scientific example
of this appears in the Feb. 1952 issue of the

American Journal of Psychiatry, explaining how

in 40 years the men of Harlan County, Kentucky,
have changed from frontiersmen  to industrial
workers. from “rugged individualists” - to
staunch union men — and how social changes
have brought them a new realism in facing emo-
tional crises. \ .
These conclitsions are the result of the first
psychiatric study of coal miners, made possible
by the United Mine Workers’ Welfare and Retire-

ment Fund. Dr. Carl Wiesel of Lexington, Ky.,
and Malcolm Arny, a psychiatric social worker -

with the Harlan County Mental Hygiene Clinie,
examined 100 patients in preparing their report.

To go into the case-histories cited by Wiesel
and Arny, would take us too far afield. More
important for us is the fact that they found the
symptoms of the men, “particularly in the-older
age-group, assumed such a uniform pattern as
almost to be recognized as a ‘miner’s syndrome.’”
And they correctly concluded that the reason for
identical symptoms must lie in the “cultural, geo-
graphical, and social background as well as the
problems inherent in coal mining itself.”

Until 1910, Wiesel and Arny found, the Harlan
County area had been an isolated mountain com-
munity, with strong family ties uniting a popu-
lation 6f small farmers, The farmers had little
income, but their economy was almost self-con-
tained and tended to be equalitarian. “The fam-
ily was closer to the patriarchal pattern than.the
American family in general. . . Politically the
frontiersman was independent, defensive, and re-
sistant to the expansion of government.”

Then Eastern industry, in need of more coal,
reached into the Kentucky hills. “Gradually the
family lost its status as the basis of society; in-
stead the mining company or coal operator guid-
ed the individual’s destiny. . . Social life under-

. went a complete change. The coal camp and its

"By Ruth Johnson ‘

laws became the center of the socxal structure
rather than the family. The law ‘was the company
deputy. . .- Resistance .to giving up individualistic

" freedom :was strong but any objective lack of

cooperation was dealt with by the laws of the-coal
camp. ‘Threat ‘of discharge and. eviction was
enough. to quiet any individualist. Self-sufficiency
and independence were gone. There was no other

employment and he (the mmer) knew nothmg

else.”

1t looked as though the coal barons had i'orcedv
submission. - By 1920-21-22,
. “Harlan County was able to increase its coal pro-.

frontiersmen into:

duction’because of the low wages paid-as it had
non-union: labor ‘and wages were reduced te bring

prices.of .coal down below that of competition.”

But the miners were seething. “The: antagonism
they felt toward the restrictions imposed on them
by the new industrial society was buried within
them because the attractions of this economy out-
weighed. its  limitations. -Oceasional ‘animosities
erupted - in. drinking: andshooting sprees.” . -
The company towns were: called. patelnahehc
because they. supplied churches, - housmg, stores
. all provided by the operators in order to in-
crease the workers’ dependerice.” But they had
nothing in common with the old patriarchal sys-
tem ‘which had protected all its. members. Increas-
ingly bitter, the miners began to.loék for a new
basis of ‘solidarity. They ‘found it. “During the
1930’s the conflict: between thé operators and un-
.ions overshadowed all else and ‘earned for the
county the stigma of ‘Bloody Harlan’ because of
the violence that erupted. . .7

The ‘struggle marked the :fmal change of thL :

former frontier farmer, the former individualist,
into a
“turned his allegiance' to the union as his pro-
tector.” It received all his loyalty and became
the chief source of security.”

Today, union brotherhood is a tie that binds

the men of Harlan County closer than ever be- |

fore. Yet, when the time comes, how much more
rapidly, this new family will change into a still-
greate1 brotherhood of all working women and
men in the soclahst future'

‘member of a new “family.” The miner

Notes

from the News

THE YALE LAW JOURNAL in its current issue
calls unconstitutional the State Department’s
policy of denying passports for foreign travel to
U.S. citizens for political reasons. The Journal
tells of a case where a writer, who had been
assigned by a group of U.S. newspapers to go .to
Italy to do a series on land reform” and the
Marshall Plan there, had been refused a passport.
One of the reasons given was that nothing “con-
structive” could be expected from his writings.
When the writer expressed a willingness to write
“constructively” it appeared that the State Dept.
might reconsider.
CI0O PROTESTS FRANCO’S BUTCHERY . . .
Jacob S. Potofsky, president of the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers and chairman of the Interna-
tional Committee of the CIO denounced the death
sentences on nine anti-fascists recently announced
by Franco Spain. Potofsky said: “These workers,
and others convicted in recent mass trials at
Seville and Barcelona, were arrested, tried and
sentenced by the dictator’s courts for the ‘heinous
crime’ of trying to build free, democratic, respon-
sible labor unions.”

ENE S 3
GOV’T CONTROL OF SCIENTISTS . ... Forty
per cent of the nation’s scientists are working on
Defense Department projects. Many more scient-
_ists are employed by other governmental agen-
cies. All are subject to thoug‘ht control “loyalty
tests and FBI surveillance. i

* % %

BETTER THAN BILLBOARDS—AND FREE .
Protests in Congress and 4 law suit have failed
to prevent the Postmaster General from issuing
a stamp commemorating the 1256th anniversary
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Co. The new
stamp is the first in U.S. history to advertise the
trade name and services of an existing corpora-
tion engaged in business for profit.

& % K

HEY — THAT’S FOR STRIKERS ...
nesota Sate Guard dance broke up in-a hurry
when an inexperienced Guard member pulled the
pin on a tear gas grcnade by mistake. The-300
Guardsmen and their guests fled the Minneapolis
Armory in tears.

A Min- .

OH! THE INGRATITUDE OF (CAPITALIST)
POLITICIANS . . . Rudolph Halley, elected Presi-
‘dent of New York’s City Council four months
ago as the Liberal Party candidate. just gave that

 party a public slap in the face. Halley, who the

Liberal Party hopes to run as its candidate for
Mayor in 1953, went out of his way in a speech
to point 6ut that he wasn’t a member of the
Liberal  Pa¥ty and that he hoped to be . the
mayoralty candidate of a “cleaned-up” Democratic
Party (i.e. Tammany Hall).

REE B B

CI10 TE‘XTILE,WORKERS STRIKE . . . The
first, in what may be a wave of strikes in answer
to the unjon-busting drive of -the woolen and
worsted mill owners of New England, started
Feb. 25 in East Douglas, Mass.

***

GOV'T GIFT TO BIG BUSINESS . .. Bethlehem
Steel Corporation plaps to “spend” $289 million
on new plants and other facilities. $221 million
of ‘this is from the government :in the form of
“certificates of necessity” allowing the cost of
the new plants to be deducted from income tax
over a five year period. To date C. E. Wilson’s
mohilization setup has handed out 6,622 “cer-
tificates of necessity” covering investments of
over §13,793,000,000.

B

PRUDEN’I‘IAL WALKOUT SETTLED . ..
a narrow margin the 15,000 members of the AFL
Insurance Agents International Union' voted to
end their 81-day strike against the Prudential
Life Insurance Co. The strikers’ pr1nc1pal demand
had been for an increase in minimum pay from
$35 to $55 a week. . Instead they received. an
average increase -—— not 1n minimum pay.but in
expenses and commissions — 6f $5.36 and a per
capita lump payment of $150. The two-year con-
tract contained a few other concessions on arbitra-
tion, pensions,- ete.

1

INDIAN ELECTION .

* ko

¢ s Accoxdmg to a N Y.

L Times: dlspatch from New Delhl, Nehru’s Con-
. gress party “holds 363 seats in the’central House
‘of the PeOple the Comimunists, twenty-seven, and

the Socialists, twelve.
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Second Negro
Labor Group

NEW YORK, March 2 — A con-
ference of trade union leaders,
meeting at the. Hotel Theresa

Negro Labor Committee into a
national organization. The NLC
was originally formed in 1935 to
operate in New York City.
The new group has the support
of the CIO and AFL, which were

James B. Carey and Lewis G.
Hines. It reported an attendance
of 350 delegates from 75 trade
unions.

The formal program of the
Negro Labor Committee resem-
bles that of the National Negro
Labor Council, which was formed

Is Established |

vesterday, voted to. expand the |

represented at the conference by |

that the new organization ex-
cludes = “Communist = or - Com-
munist - dominated trade” unijons”
and lines up with U.S. imperial-

Soviet Umon.k Both groups call
for a struggle against Jim Crow,
the passage of civil rlghts legxs-
lation, ete. = .

NO SECRET .

.- It is no secret that the: only
reason the AFL and CIO leaders
decided to form the Negro Labor

Negro. Labor. Council would" win
the " support and sympathy  of
large numbers of Negro workers
inside the AFL and CIO.

. When the Council was first set

with everything they had, includ-
ing redbaiting and ‘charges of
“dual unionism.” "A. typical com-
plaint of theé CIO leaders was:
H“Why do you need another group

Commiittee to Abolish stcx 1m1na/-
tion?”

Council was itself proof that the

organization workmg ‘to eliminate
dlscrnmmatory obstacles to réal
equality in the plants and umons.

' The redbaiting was ot effec-

leaders seem to have decided that
since they could not lick the Coun-
cil'in’ this way, they will have to

to- forget their phony. charge that

the regular “framework ' of ‘the
unions is “dual unionism,” . be-
cause they have -done it them~
selves.

‘At the Hotel Theresa Carey
substituted - the equally phony
charge that the Council is “a Jim

cil "admits white workers and
unionists on exactly the same
basis as the Negro Labor Com-
mittee. (And anyhow, there would
be nothing “Jim Crow” about an
organization composed solely of
Negro workers dedlcated to end-
ing Jim Crow:)

TIME WILL TELL

From its inception, the Com-
mittee has far greater resources,
financial and otherwise, than the
Council. It has the backing of
organizations numbering 15 mil-
lion members, including over one
million Negro workers. It has
behind it the prestige of the great

affiliated unions, and easy access
to their members

Commlttee can do  great things.
Time' will tell if it intends to
function  seriously as a militant

it is interested chiefly in stealing
the thunder of the Negro Labor
“Council.
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in Cincinnati last  October, except

ism in the cold war against the;

Committee was their fear that-the

up, the top labor leaders hit it

when we have the National CIO:

But the support given the:

CIO Committee to Abolish Dis-
crimination was not doing the job.
that Negro workers want to be;
done, and that there is plenty of
room and need for a militant

tlve, and now the CIO and AFL]

imitate it. They would like now |

‘organizing an ahti-Jim ‘Crow
group of urion members outside | -

Crew outfit.” Actually, the Coun-

| speaking to dining

labor federatlons, entry into their:

If it wants to, the Negro Labord

champion of Negro rights, or if

San Francisco Strike Won

“cars on ‘unused trolley tracks in

AFL street-car workers won strike over work schedul,es"kiu'l
short order, as all public transportation in San Francisco was
-~halted for 3 days. Motorists took advantage of strike to park

the busy dowutown area.

H. ‘Olsen, cafeteria clerical

‘which is organizing University
employees. The firing came on the
heels. of the publication in the
Spectator, student newspaper, of
g letter by Mrs. Olsen’s husband,
Fwho is secretary of the campus
Marxist Society, in which he
attacked working conditions in
the dining halls. Mrs. Olsen was
ifired four days before she was
to- 'have left her posltlon because
of pregnancy. -

_The: witch hunt derB 1n the
eolleges against teachers and
students with radical or un-
orthodox opinions is thus bearing
ﬁ‘uit in an anti-labor and anti-
unlon attitude.

Explaining the .dismissal, Jo-
'seph P. Nye; director of residence
Halls, “ stated  that ‘it was be-
coming increasingly embarrassing
‘to. have Mrs. Olsen working in
the office ih her condition of
pregnancy,” that ‘“the activities
and sentiments expressed by her
husband - were affecting Mrs.
Olsen’s work. and attitude” and
that there was “the possibility
of . unfortunate scenes which
might affect Mrs. Olsen.”” He
later admitted that her work was
satisfactory ~but referred to
“rumors that Mr. Olsen had been
room em-
ployes” and “since they both
share a one-room apartment, Mrs.
Olsen probably also shares her
busband’s views.”

UNION - ASKS POLL

The Transport Workers. Union
has requested ‘the- University to
agree to a poll 'of dining hall
workers. In rejecting the proposal,
Thomas A. McGoey, school busi-
ness manager, said the Univer-
sity “does not believe that the
“dining - halls are .a proper place
- for .union organization” and that
“Columbia has been keeping up
with the trend of ‘the times with-
out unijons.”

A TWU lnvestlgatlon revealed
the ‘existence .of discrimination,
speedup, »intimidation and coer-

[cion of the workers, many of

whom - belong to the Spanish-
speal\mg community.

John Cahill, organizer for TWU
local 241, charged that since Mr.
McGoey “took over in 1950 the
University has maintained . a
speedup that extends to residence
halls and other buildings. The
union- says it will continue its
efforts to organize all dining
hall workers. In spite of threats
by University officials, most
‘workers “ have. joined. A union
meeting attended by 55 out of 85
cafeteria  workers unanimously
passed a'resolution callmg for the
‘establishment of the union and
stating * that “we have good
reaSon - to - believe John K Jay
cafeteria madé a profit of $25,000
or more over the previous. fiscal
year.”

The Columbia Spectator has
vigorously attacked the admini-
stration in its editorials. It aec-
cuses ‘the officials of character
defamation, and of assuming
guilt by inference and guilt by
association. It charges them with
“dividing employes, setting one
against the other for the gain
of the employer,” and a “view of
vnions we thought had gone out

Transport Workers Union (CILO)®—

COLLEGE FIRES WORI(ER
~|IN UNION-BUSTING MOVE

By Fred Arens

In an attempt to stop unionization of cafeterla em-
ployees, Columbia University officials have fired Mrs. Otto

worker and member of - the

the window with the decline -_of
the Pinkerton strikebreakers.”

One editorial wonders “Whether
officers do not  feel. a bit
ideals in the classroom, only -to
have their efforts defeated in the
dining hall.” ) .
“Many. students have voiced
their protest against the Univer-

the 'student paper.:One -writer
calls fora “boycott of :the Univer-
sity dining halls . until*the union
is ‘recognized.” The: letter -adds
“Please do -not publish:my name
as  the administration - -.could
easily retailate against me.”

the faculty and other University-

frustrated, teaching one . set of-

sity’s union-busting in letters to

Campus

Back SWP Figh:

Groups

On Mlllinois luw'

“ CHICAGO

“Law 1030 is an unwarranted and cymcal

restriction upon free political activity. If it is not found

unconstitutional, it should

be repealed ” declared an

editorial in the Torch,
campus newspaper at Roosevelt

College, Chicago.

“You have probably never heard
of law 1“030,” continued the edi-

U.S. Rushing
Toward War
Says Dunne

MINNEAPOLIS, Feb: 20 — An
attentive audience of workers and
students heard V. R. Dunne speak
on the topic, “Armaments, Taxes
and Truman” at Socialist Work-
ers Party headquarters tonight.
American capitalism, with its
insatiable appetite for markets
and raw materials,. is rushing
headlong toward a “devastating
explosion of imperialism,” said
Dunne.

The speaker drew a balance
sheet of the armaments budget,
the. national debt and the Tru-
man tax program to illustrate the
real bankruptcy of American
capitalism. “Truman has spent
more mboney for almaments,
said Dunne, “than all the presi-
dents’ before him put together,
including  Roosevelt!”

in a blind alley,” he said. “On the
one hand they are pouring out
billions for armaments. They have

in every corner of the globe. But

Asian revolution, which they do
not' understand, has stayed their
hand. The ‘leaders of America
don’t’ know where. they ~are
going!” stated Dunne. -

Several questions were asked
of the speaker, and-the discussion
continued afterward durmg' the
social hour.

official ®-

torial, “and may therefore won-
der why Illinois citizens, including
RC instructors and  students
should form ecommittees agdinst
it. . . ‘You hawen’t heard of ‘it be-
cause the state legislature passed
it in virtual secrecy.”

INTENT OF LAW

This law, signed . by liberal
Democratic Governor Stevenson,
makes it a criminal offense for a )
citizen ‘to petition outside his "
own county to place a new party
on the state ballot. As stated.in
the Torch editorial, “The effect
and probably the mteut of’ the
law is to restrict ‘the ballot. to
the Democratic and Repufhllcan‘
parties.”

The Soclallst Workers Party
took the lead in the fight against
this undemocratic law by ‘filing
a suit .in Federal Court agamst
Gov. Stevenson and leading law-
enforcing officials of . the.state.
It demands that the -law +he
declared unconstitutional and: that
\an injunction be issued to prevent
its enforcement.

Publicity around the SWP’
suit has destroyed -the ' blackout
with which the. legislators. and
Gov. Stevenson attempted to sur-
round the law.

COMMITTEES FORMED " o
" The campus newspaper also an.

“The capitalists find themselves:

military outposts and air bases.

victory. eludes their grasp. The,

nounced on' another page . the
formation of-a “Campus Commijt-
te Against Law 1030"" at’ ‘Roose-
velt College. This is the
colleglate gioup aframst‘

the University of Chicago. Both
campus committees are soliciting
support from-the general student
body and the faculty’ in: the ﬁght
against this fascist-like" la,w :
-The Stalinist " neWSpap
Worker, continues to -talk
the question: of . the ‘Illi
tions - without * mentio
SWP suit which strikes

heart of the questxon

By Louise Manning

Million of working women, who
are ground down by the double
burden of job and family will
welcome the proposal of Judge
Sarah T. Hughes of Dallas, presi-
dent of the National Federation
of Business ‘and Professional
Women’s: Clubs, that the money
used to pay for a housekeeper or
for nursery care during working
hours be deductiblé from taxahle
income.

Although the proposal is Very
timid and does not go far enough,
it brings into the open a form of
discrimination -against women
which either makes it impossible
for them to work, or if they do

and Industry

work, they do it at a great
sacrifice and with small returns.
The working mother is torn with
worry about how she can pay for
adequate care for her children,
and earn enough to either sup-
port the family or help her
husband who is also overworked
and underpaid.

Unless women are needed for
vrar production, as during World
War II, capitalism has always
pushed them back into the
kitchen. This had the double pur-
pose. of making the women and
children completely dependent on
the. man, and thereby making it
more difficult for him to risk

getting fired or going out on

witch-hunt over here think
George Clarke, editor of the

lege Friday night.. »

Arriving in this city: at the
height of a newspaper’ campaign
to. make a hero out of local
stoolpigeon, John E. Janowitz,
testifying in Washington: before
the Subversive Activities Control
Board, Clarke found considerable
interest -in his first-hand .report
on how the European masses are
lining up for the coming interna-
tional showdown. .

In France and the other coun-
tries of Western Europe, where
the communist .and - socialist
parties number millions -of mem-
bers, and where the Red Army is
much closer, there is no hysteria,
no witch-hunt, he ‘pointed out.
But here in Cleveland, thousands
of miles and oceans removed from
the scenes of revolutionary con-
flict, scare headlines last week an-
founced: “900 REDS IN CITY...”

SPONSORED BY STUDENTS
The student group which spon-
gored Clarke’s meeting on cam-
rus was itself the butt of attack
by a witness before the Ohio. Un-
American Activities Commissien
last week, who labeled the. Jef-
ferson Forum a chapter of the
Young Progressives which had
changed its name. Not intimidat-

student audience at Cleveland Col- -

Clarke Assmls Witch Hunt
At Meetings in Cleveland

CLEVELAND, March 2 — Europeans viewing the

Americans have gone mad,
Fourth Internatxonal told a

and discuss with (Yarke until the
hall had to be vacated.

The speaker addressed another
audience the following evening
on the topic of his current na-
tional tour, “The Coming Inter-
mational Showdown,” at a meet-
ing sponsored by the Cleveland
Branch of the Socialist Workers
Party. A reporter for the Cleve-
land Plain Dealer who covered
the meeting, wrote in his account
which appeared the next day:

NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT
“Capitalism is gone from a
third of the earth and is going
soon from most of the rest,
George Clarke, editor of the
 Fourth International, told mem-
bers of the Socialist Workers
Party at a meeting last night in
its Cleveland headquarters. . .”

~“America would be in a ‘25%
depression’ now if it .were not for
armaments which the ‘madmen’
are preparing to use in a new
war, Clarke said. But another
conflict will only extend the area
of Marxist domination over more
of the globe, in his view.

“While -hailing the advance of
the ‘workers’ revolution’ in ‘China

ed by the attack, members of the

group remained to ask questions

.and RuSSLa, . Clarke assailed
'the - ‘small - minded men .in' the
Kremlin,” “as Wall

.Street.”

strike for a little impro
in his standard of living, ;7"

Today. there is no longer any
choice for millions of women. In<
‘flation  has reduced ‘the - ‘hard
carned gains' which the. worker
has made in many years of strug-,
gle on the picket line. Tt now-.
takes two . incomes- to keep a.
family going.

The law does allow . many- dedu(:v
tions for expenses necessary, .10
production of an income, suchas:
the cost of operating a car useds
in. a business, but it considers
the expense of a baby. sitter or
day nursery as a. personal matter; -
just as though thc women had a
choice:

‘Tt may be true that it 1s 4
personal matter to a woman®to
see that her family gets .enough
to.eat, but when the same prob-
lem faces millions, and those mile
lions get together to do some-
thmg about it no ’longer

Jremains g pelsonal matter,  but

becomes a . social problem. . .

Tax deductions are not, enough.
It is necessary for the. govern-
ment ‘to provide - free, adequate
nursery care for all children of
working mothers, or 'pay- for the
expcnscs of a baby sitter.
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