th Int’l. Calls fol

Delegates From

25 Countries At

World Congress

(Reprinted from the Sept. 13 La Verite, weekly publication of
French revolutionary Socialists)

The Third World Congress of the Fourth Internatlonal

was held in Switzerland at
"beginning of September. A
part1c1pated in the plenary ses-
sions and commissions which last-
ed 11 days. Delegates, observers
and visitors came from 25 coun-
tries and represented 27 organiza-
tions. Especially notable was the
delegation from the Far East
composed of a dozen comrades
representing 'China, India, Viet-
nam and Ceylon, as well as
delegations from Latin America
representing Argentina, Bolivia,
Brazil, Chile and Uruguay.

AFRICAN REPRESENTATIVE

A representative from the labor
movement of Black Africa par-
ticipated for the first time in a
meeting of the Fourth Interna-
tional. Europe was represented
by delegations from all the prin-
cipal countries. A representative
of a Communist opposition move-
ment in the USSR who was to
participate as observer at the
Congress was prevented from
coming at the last moment by
material difficulties.

The Congress held its plenary
sessions. in a hall specially deco-
rated for that purpose. A Viet-
namese revolutionary artist re-
"produced portraits of the prin-
cipal martyrs of the Trotskyist
movement.

The Congress assigned honorary
chairmanship to its militants
who are at present victims of
‘imperialist or Stalinist repression.
Among them are Bolivian, Viet-
namese and Greek comrades,
notably the recently arrested
Guillermo Lora, member of the
Central Committee of the Bolivian
Section of the Fourth Interna-
tional, Deputy in the Bolivian
Parliament and leader of the

Grand Jury
- Indicts
Cicero Jim Grow

Victims
See Page 4

D

the end of August and the
total of 74 elected delegates
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miners’ union, and Comrades
Rene and Liu, leaders of the
‘Vietnamese section of the Fourth
International, under arrest by the
Vietminh authorities.

FIVE LANGUAGES °

The work of the Congress was
carried on in five languages for
which a permanent translator
functioned: English, French, Ger-
man, Spanish and .Chinese, with-
out taking into account summary
translations in other languages.

The Third World Congress
opened with a greeting from the
Secretary of the International,
with the election of an Organiza-
tion Commission for the Congress
and the election of special com-
nissions. The principal reports
given were a general political
report, a report on the ‘“People’s
Democracies” in Eastern Europe,
a report on Yugoslavia and . a
report of the activities of the
outgoing International leadership.

POLITICAL REPORT

The political report empha-
sized the two main features of
the present world situation: the
accelerated preparations. for war
by imperialism and the develop-
ment of the revolutionary upsurge
in Asia. It declared that the
launching of imperialist war in
the present world-wide relation-
ship of’ forces (which are un-
favorable to impérialism and
cannot be reversed in the next
two to four years) meant that
“t would tend from the start to
become transformed into global
civil war.

The report demonstrated that
in the course of this class war
the proletariat would free itself
from all bureaucratic control by
the Kremlin and that the strug-
gle unleashed on a world scale
could be terminated only by the
victory of-the socialist revolution
over imperialism and over Stal-
inism. To achieve this victory it
is indispensable for therevolu-
tionary movement to defend the
USSR, the “People’s Democra-
cies,” China and the colonial
revolutions against imperialism,
while irreconcilably combatting
Stalinism which is incapable of
unifying and effectively directing

(Continued on Page 2)

Myra Tanner

Weiss Flays

Warmakers At N.Y. Meeting

NEW YORK, Sept. 14 — Myra Tanner V\}eiss,
prominent West coast fighter for revolutionary socialism,
continued her national speaking tour sponsored by the

Socialist Workers Party, with a
talk on “The Outlook for Amer-
ica—Lessons of the Korean War,”
at Adelphi Hall in New York City
last Friday night.

An enthusiastic audience, many
of whom were newly won friends
of the party, followed with great
interest the speaker’s analysis of
the events that are shaping the

America of the future.

. TWO LESSONS

The Korean War, Comrade
"Weiss said, was a result of the
invasion and consequent ruin of
that small country by American
imperialism whose intention it
was to crush the revolutionary
aspirations of the Korean masses.
The fourteen months of bloody
war, the speaker continued,
provide two fundamental lessons.
The first, she stated, was the
weakness of world capitalism,
racked by crisis at home and im-
potent to resist the extension of
the revolutionary ~upsurge in
Asia. The second was the strength
and militancy of the oppressed
colonial peoples and the militant
anti-war sentiment that pervades
the working class of Europe and
America.

It is this last factor, Mrs. Weiss
said, that has caused the Amer-
ican ruling class to hesitate in
carrying through their plans to
unleash World War III.

FUTURE FOR AMERICA

{ The speaker showed how the
tremendous accumulation of sur-
plus capital in the hands of the
sixty families that own and con-
trol this country is today the real
economic force leading to im-
perialist aggression in the modern
world. -

Qutlining the future prescribed
for the American people by the

D)

the speaker declared, “They
threaten us with: 1. a third war,
2. a $46 billion profit coined by
them in a machine powered with
blood, 3. forced la‘bor under gov-
ernment injunction, and . 4. a
vouth demoralized and unable to

plan a future except in the
army.” .
+ “We,” she said, “see a dif-

ferent future for America and
the world, our socialist future,
and we are prepared to fight for
it.” Speaking for the entire
party she concluded with the
words: “We want no other life,
we could live no other life.”

Michael Bartell, Socialist Work-
ers Party candidate for President|
of the City, Council in the coming
elections in New York City, was|
chairman. He outlined plans for
an intensive election campaign in
which, Bartell pointed .out, the
S.W.P. will be the only inde-
pendent working class party on
the ballot.

Rob

Auto Units Call
Parley to Fight

FLINT, Sept.

the assembly .plants of
Motors corporation. In the. Flint
Fisher Body units two wildcat
strikes ‘were provoked in the
space of a week. ;

In spite of these actions, GM
has set a determined course to
maintain stepped - up . production
standards. Indications are that
‘he company is deliberately at-
tempting to provoke a strike in
Flint Chevrolet, in the hope of
beating the workers back to their
jobs with the aid of top UAW-
CIO officials.

But the Chevrolet workers,
have been preparing a national

assembly units to work “out ‘a
unified program ‘against the
speedup campaign. :

The forthcoming meeting of ten
assémbly plant locals hag throwi
a fright into the Reuther UAW
leadership, To forestall any
independent action, Reuther has
indicated he intends to call a

conference of GM locals in
Detroit, o ‘
Meanwhile, GM management

has been penalizing workers who
do not meet production standards.
The top bureaucrats are cal-
lously indifferent to the suffer-
ing of the .workers. Assembly
line workers have to run all day
to keep up with the line. Adult
workers wet their pants waiting
for relief. But thus far the sole
concern displayed by the Interna-
tional officers is to discover if
“party liners” are “fomenting”
trouble.

In spite of sharp reductions in
the-working force, far in excess
of production cutbacks, Reuther
has made no attempt to obtain
relief by demanding more man-
power on the line. As in pre-
union days, foremen once again
remind you .of the unemployed
cutside the gates waltmg to be
hired.

Goaded by this s1tuat10n, work-
ers have engaged in a series of
walkouts. But these local actions;
prove ineffective, The forthcoming
conference, demanded by the
Chevrolet workers, will make it
possible to unify the struggle,
and force the top unlon officers
to take action.

By taking control of such a
conférence, Reuther hopes
ferestall any determined action.
He will no doubt turn loose a
legion of international representa-
tives to browbeat the delegates.
But the workers are determined
to' inite their forces and fight
the company, and anyone else who
stands in the way of a defense

of union conditions.

GM Speedup Drive|

13- — Recent|
events point to a sharpening of|
the struggle against speedup. in}|
the|.
Chevrolet division of Generall

wary of isolated strike struggles,|

conférence in St. Louis of all the|.

to|

3, 516

DETROIT Sept. 13 — Howard
Lerner, only independent Workmg

class candidate:in a field of eight}

running for :Mayor of Detroit,
came - in - sixth ‘with. 3,516 votes
in Tuesday’s: primary: elgetion;
Lerner ran on the'Socialist Work-
ers Party platform. His vote
represented 1.5% of the total
cast, and showed-that there is a
militant minority of workers who
will not permit -the ‘redbaiting
reaction to frighten them from
voting for- a genuine - socialist
candidate. ‘ ,

Albert Cobo, union-hating in-
gumbent, came in first with 138,-
103 votes, while Edgar Branigan,
Democratic magchine politician,
got 62,957, Thede two agents of
the employers will be in the
November run-off.

The CIO hit a new low in this
contest. No other result was.
possible so long.as the CIO under
Walter Reuther persists in the
self-defeating policy. of endorsing:
any..company - minded candidate:
who puts. on a Democratlc Party
label. ‘

Here . is a typlcal ex_ample of
the . stand the . CIO - endorsed

otes in Detrmt

Bramgan took in the daily press:
“My personal belief is that pro-
perty is now taxed too heavily;
that part of the load should be
transferred to.other sources, such
as pay rolls.”

-On the right of government
employees.to strike, he said: “I
.do not believe in conceding such
a right to them — their griev-
ances should be adjusted by other
means!” He also announced ‘that
he would assume no “obligations”
to the labor movement.

The only CIO member .in the
contest was John H. Mial, a
Negro, vice- president of the
Wayne County CIO Council and
member of UAW Local 155. Out
of 52 candidates for the City
Council, he came in 29th - with
11,084 votes. Only the first 18
are in the run-offs. What a miser-
able showing in a town with
one-quarter mllhon UAW mem-
bers!

The vote proves Mial got no sup-
port from the CIO. His candidacy
was not intended to be a serious
fight in behalf of the Negro peo-

{ ple. Its sole purpose was to pull

votes away from the Rev. Charles

A. Hill, independent Negro candi-

date for City Council. Hill ran
on a -civil rights pacifist pro-
gram. He has collaborated with
Stalinist front movements, but
lakes an aggressive attitude on
the rights of minorities. He is
also a member of the local
Kutcher committee and *has co-
operated with Howard Lerne1 m
elections.

The SWP endorsed Hlll’s candi-
dacy. He came in 16th and made
the run-off with 28,471 votes. He
will be the only Negro candldate
on the November ballot.

Ford Local 600, leading op-
position local in the UAW which
did -a good job in fighting for a
referendum on the FEPC issue,
showed that it still suffers a
hangover from Reuther’s PAC

policy. It endorsed City Council

President Miriani for re-election.
Miriani is strictly a real estate
ngan. ‘He is active in white-
supremacist neighborhood organ-
izations. and openly hostile to
FEPC .and the petition drive for
it. .

Endorsement of such scoundrels
is no different from Reuther’s
policy, and will bring the same
results.

SWP On

By Michael Bartell

(SWP Candidate for President
of N. Y. City Council)

For the fourth consecutive year
the Socialist Workers Party has
overcome many difficulties, and
fought its way onto the ballot
in New York City and State elec-
tions. Socialist campaigners who
secured the required signatures
have reported that, despite the
anti-red campaign that rages in
the newspapers, the many work-
ers who were approached for
signatures did not appear to be
intimidated and signed as readily
as before.

© Wall Street rulers and their
political stooges in Washington,

. The big new feature of the

ly Socialist Part

campaign this year is that, for
the first time, the ballot will be
clear of the numerous parties and
sects that have for years mis-
represented themselves to the
radical voters as “socialist” or
“communiist.” Neither the So-
cialist Party, nor the Communist
Party, nor ev8n the Socialist
Labor Party ‘will be on the
bal]Ot 3

IMPORTANCE OF N. Y.

The key importance of this is
emphasized by the fact that it
takes place in New York City,
traditionally the. _stronghold of
radical political partles in Amer-
icas

A further significance is given
to this -by the proposal of the
Socialist © Workers Party Na-

tional Committee for a Socialist.

presidential slate in 1962. The
National Committee has proposed
that Farrell Dobbs ‘and Grace
Carlson, who were the Socialist

Workers Party candidates for:
President and’ Vice-President “in
in:

1948, be mnominated again
1952, and that a v1gorous cam-
paign be conducted in thelr
behalf.

PRESIDENTIAL TICKET

None of the. three partxes who
have “claimed in the " past to
represent socxahsm has as “yet

{tended to enter

proposed a presidential ticket for
1952. It is certain that neither the
Socialist Party nor Cothmunist
Party will run Presidential candi-
dates.

The Socialist Workers Party,
therefore will probably be the only
radical party to enter the 1952
eléctions on a national scale.

SOCIALIST PARTY

. The Socialist Party, after an-
nouncing last spring that it in-
; into + the New
York City elections this year, has
Gecided to withdraw its candidate
and support Rudolph - Halley.
Halley is the nominee of the

onN.Y.

Liberal-Fusion forces in this city.l- -

Ballot

He is a straight-out capitalist

candidate supported by “reform”

sections of the ecapitalist class
who propose another city gamb-
ling clean-up. Halley is the new
politician-demagogue of the La-
Guardia - Dewey type, -who ap-
peals to middle - class elements
with the slogan of clean govern-
ment,” but approves the whole
rotten capitalist system and
everything that goes with it in-
cluding war, witchhunts, and
lowered living standards.

This action by the Socialist
Party comes after some years of
dispute ‘within that organization.
At the last convention of the

Mach| tS Umon Say$ Taxe

ers of Wage Gain

Govt Cost-of-Living lndex
Called “Snare and Delusmn”» *

-The AFL Machinists Union, representing 700 ,000
workers, last week attacked the Department of Labor cost

“of living index as a “snare and a delusion” because it fails
to take taxes on low incomes into®

account. -

Since the Wage Stabilization
Board wage freeze is pegged to
the Bureau of Labor Statisties
Index, the exclusion of the tax

factor in estimating living costs

has become a pressing problem
to the labor movement.

The need to incjude taxes in
ost-of-living calculations becomes
more acute as the Senate and
House prepare a new tax law
which according to all indications
will increase taxes at least by a
straight 11 percent.

“QUIT STALLING”

. The Machinists Union weekly
paper -on Sept. 156 demanded the
Dept. of Labor “quit stalling”
and immediately include the in-
creasing tax deductions from
workers’ pay envelopes as part of

.the rising cost-of 11v1ng Income

taxes, the union said, “are now
a major factor in the cost of
living of almost every union

1 family.”

The AFL League Reporter
(published by Labor’s League for
Political Action) stated Sept. 15
that “within a week or two both
the Senate and House will give
their final approval to this year’s
tax law. It looks as if it will be
another law to help the rich get
richer and the poor get-poorer.”

The demand of the Machinists
Union deserves the support of
every local union. Those unions
with escalator ,clause contracts
are finding that the failure of the
BLS index to include taxes in
measuring rising living costs
renders the escalator provision
ineffective. Unions which win
wage increases based on the
WSB formula, find that these in-
creases compensate workers for
only a part of the higher cost
of living.

SALES TAXES

Not only income taxes should
be included in cost of living
figures, but all federal, state and

local taxes. Last year, for .ex-
ample, state sales taxes jumped
300 percent. During 1950 the
states collected $2 billion in sales
taxes. These taxes and local sales
taxes are not included ‘in the
BLS living ‘cost figures. )
The Senate tax bill now being
considered - would increase the
federal excise taxes as well as
income taxes. There is a pro-

posal, sponsored by the NAM, .

to levy a general tax on all
manufactured goods except food.

While workers are hard pressed

to buy the necessities of life after’

their wages are cut by the tax

gouge, special tax handouts
further enrich the big corpora-
tions. In the first 8% months this
year, 3,343 tax rebate applica-
tions were, approved — gver 59
billion for plant expansmn But

workers are given no rebates to-

build homes — or buy groceries.

“The less taxes ‘Big Business
pays the more you will have’ to
pay,” the AFL League Reporter
states. “The government has to
get the money it needs for- ‘the
defense program

‘worker’s pay envelope’

TAX BURDEN GROWS

As war preparations mount, in
cost, the workers’ tax -burden
grows. Unless increased real
wages compensate workers for
this taxation, millions will suffer
drastic reductions in their stand—
ard of living.

The statement of the Machin-
ists Union is an indication that
large sections of the labor move-

ment are awakening to the fraud

of the wage-price-tax program.
The truth is that the Truman
administration is following to the
letter the “elastic” wage policy
and tax steal proposed last year

by GM President C. E. Wilson. ,'

(See article below on escalator
clause.) Wages are “elastic,” but
taxes take the stretch out of
them.

criginal purpose. A ease in point
is the escalator — cost-of-living
— clause devised to protect the
workers’ standard of living in
periods of mounting inflation.

In what way has the escalator

Jclause been corrupted? Why, for

example, did the billion - dollar
General Motors Corporation liter-

{ally force the escalator clause on

the unwilling Reuther leadership
of the United Automobile Work-
ers Union? And why did Reuther
and Company later insist on
retaining the clause in the con-
troversy which flared into a
walkout of the labor leaders from
the Wage Stabilization Board?

An answer to these questions
should provide the key for a
better understanding of the
dispute over the escalator clause
now taking place in labor cireles.
Our analysis must, therefore,
take into consideration the exist-
ing clauses and the manner in
which the escalator principle has
been perverted. To begin with,
the corporations, with the .con-

(Continued on page 3)

‘Tax Swindle Hits
- Esealator Paets

By C. Thomas

The history of the labor movement is studded w1th
instances of fundamentally sound and progressive ideas

being twisted and perverted to serve ends different from,
and sometimes opposite to, their ®—

invariably tied .the escalator cone
tracts to long term wage . ;agree-

ments with madequate provision

for readJustments in base pay.

5-YEAR CONTRACT

General Motors, for example,
traded Reuther
clause for a five-year agreement.
This was a good deal for General
Motors. We shall see why by
following the reasoning of C. E.
Wilson, GM president, who was
attacked at the time by His

fellow-industrialists " as a traitor.

and renegade for “selling - out”
to Reuther.

Wilson felt called upon to reply
to charges
Motors-UAW escalator agreement
was mflatmnary In a letter
reprinted

as. 50 much nonsense. “T’ think

our contract only provides for
doing in an orderly way,” he

asserted, “what others will have
to do finally anyway, and after

a great deal of friction, loss of
efficiency and leadership, and

nivance of the labor leaders, have!”

(Contmnod en page H 4

some . place.”
And that someplace is. from the

an._ escalator

that - the General °

in the Wall Street
Journal, he dismissed the charges .




- Dead ‘men tell no tales; but sometimes, as is
well known, the memory of what they did; or’
- the -way they died, exefts an authority over the
- living and affects their actions and decisions.
_The continuing influence of great men needs
.* no argument. And once in awhile, in exceptiohal
‘ circumstances, the lowly too speak from the
grave. Even the lowliest of the lowly. Georgie -
Flores, the young boxer who was killed in the
ring at Madison Square Garden just recently,
- _cast a long shadow over the Turpin-Robinson
" fight for the middle-weight championship at the
‘iPolo Grounds last Wednesday, and most probably
determined the outececme of this million - dollar
- affair..
_‘ Turpin was on the ropes, but not out, when
the referee stopped the fight with only eight
“:seconds to go in the tenth round of the scheduled
fifteen-round bout and gave the decision to
Robinson on a technical knockout. But it is
“highly doubtful if Robinson was the winner on
actual merit. The fight was scored even up to
“the tenth round. Robinson was bleeding like a2
. ‘stuck pig from an eye cut; and Turpin, with
: the stamina of youth in his favor, figured to
wrecuperate dumng the intermission between

on these grounds, and subsequent evidence
ﬁeemed to bear out . their contention. Turpin,
accordmg to all reports, was fresher and strong-
er than Robinson in the immediate aftermath of
i the fight.

. C-h‘ange in the Arena

Then why was the fight stopped so pre-
- cipitously, with only eight seconds to go in the
~ round a very unusual procedure in a
champ1onsh1p fight? The answer, as everybody
knows, is the death of George Flores on the eve
_‘of the battle for the middleweight title. Flores
* was in the minds of all concerned. They were
" all thinking: What happened once can happen
" again. This nervous apprehension was reflected
f“in the action of Ruby Goldstein, the referee.
“The sports writers, the U.S. fight mob, the
;. fight fans, and the distinguished people- who
“turned out to view this modern gladiatorial
" gpeetacle, unanimously applauded the refereets
“action. They all gave the same réason: Turpin,
“"they said, might have been badly hurt if ‘the
¢ fight had not been stopped at the precise moment
;2% in’ history of two minutes, 52 seconds of ‘the
“~tenth round. This time the sportsmen in the
“‘arena put thumbs up, not down; they didn’t
- gay “kill him!” but “let him live!”
" You ean attribute this gesture to a sudden
" .r1ush of mercy to the head, or to the fear of
another scandal in the full glare of world
' publicity — but there it is, anyway you want
to explain it. Robinson is champion again, the
beneﬁc1ary in this instance of the gullty con-

<

’the first time the still small voice of conscience
“ever made. itself heard in these strange pre-
o cincts, and certainly the first time a boxer ever
__got the benefit of it.

Geoxgle Flores’ tragic and most untlmely
death was just another nine-day - sensation.
* That’s all. It lasted just about long enough to
.- influence the decision in the Turpin-Robinson
bout. The echoes of the uproar are already

rounds and take charge frorn there on. Turpin
and his manager protested the referee's action '

~ sedative of time — it didn’t take long — and
‘the boxing business is just about back to

~to put a couple of roosters into the pit and

~law and public, opinion forbid men, who have

+

cience of the boxing business. This is probably,,,_ ;

fading away. The jitters have yielded to the -

normal, back to business as usual. All that the

hullabaloo produced, while it lasted, were a few |

proposals for better supervision of - boxmé bouts -
in the future; for some-more. elaborate rules
and regulations; for what Governor Dewey, in
his humane wisdom, called “precautions” which
might keep boxers from getting hurt when they
get ‘hit.

It is'a commentary oh the times and the
social - environment out of which the boxing
business rises like a poisonous flower from a
dunghill, that nobody came forward with the
simple demand to outlaw prize fighting, as it
was outlawed in most of the states of this
country up till the turn of the century. Cock-
fighting is illegal; it is considered inhumane

incite them to spur each other until one of them
keels over. It is also against the law to put
bulldogs into the pit to fight for a side bet. But "
our civilization — which is on the march, to be
sune — has not yet advancéd to the point where

nothing against. each other, to fight for money
and- the amusement of paying spectators. Such’

Notebook of an Agltotor

A DEAD MAN'S DECISION

spectacles are a part of our hlghly-touted way
of life.

The “precautions” advocated during the brief.’
excitement over the killing of Georgie Flores
simmered down to a few piddling suggestions
that fighters not be over-matched; that they be:

‘required to train properly and enter the ring.in. |

good eondition; that the boxers’ gloves and the
ring canvas be padded a little more; and' that
each boxer’s head be thoroughly examined by

X.ray before each bout to see if he had suffered | ™

’"v4.:ap|ta||sm, |

a previous brain injury. “Boxing can be made
a safe sport,” said Dr. Frank R. Ferlaino to
Milton Gross, sports writer for the New York
Post, if these: regulations are observed. The
doctor, of ‘course, is talking 'through his hat. .

A “Sport” for Spectators

The precautlons, which are supposed to take
care of everything, in reality take care of noth-
ing. When you get inside those ropes your head ‘
is a target for: self—propelled missiles known as .
fists, and there is no way of making that safe.
As the soldier said when he was asked why he
ran away from the front lines: “You can get
hurt up there.” Blows over the head never did"'
anybody any good. And if anybody ever got any
fun out of it, he hasn’t been heard from yet.
The “sport” in prize fighting is strictly for the
spectators and the managers and promoters ——
sport and money too.

The 1ncomfpa,rable Joe Louis himself testified
to this in a notable statement at a newsreeled
press conference when he renounced his title
to turn promoter. A reporter asked: “Which'do
you think you hke best Joe, ﬁghtmg or promgt-
mg"” b

Joe, a man of few words, answered: “I

H ”

1ke

promotin’, J

“Why is that, can you explain it?”
. “Sure,” said Joe. *“They can’t hit you when
you’re promotin’.” :
Those words belong in the Book of Proverbs.
- J.P.C.

Sy

18

Mrs.

Demed burial in Sioux City, la. cemetery because he was a Wmnebago Indian, Sgt. John R.
Ricé’s body arrives in Washington. President ™ Truman hastlly ordered burial of the Indian soldier.
after cemetery authorities turned his, body away at the graveside in a last minute effort to cover
up: for the widespread Jim Crow. practlces that follow ‘Americans. even to the grave. Fine print in
cemetsery contracts restricts butidl to “Caucasians.”

amié Rice, 87, in wheel’ chalr.

At right of the cof.fm is the sergeant’s mother,

By Charles Hanley .
- Robert C. Cowen, natural
_science correspondent of  the
/Christian Science . Monitor re-

| ported Sept. 14 that “with present |
‘day natural scientific knowledge“
and without new dlscovenes, it is)

possible to double the world’s
food supply ‘and thus.feed twice
‘the planet’s population at - &
satisfactory dxetary level. This is

winners unhesltatmgly gave to
the question: ‘What could be done
right. now to feed. the world if

and all necessary ' ‘funds - were
forthcommg‘?”’ o
The eminent scxentl

. state what “political’ obstacles”

yd -in the way today of fee
" fhe people ~of the wor

lists - have claimed  con-
ently that in a world where
knatlonal barriers and the profit
system were eliminated, not only
the problem of food, but-all other

be solved.

But - apologists for capitalism
bave argued that the world is

Athe ‘answer that six Nobel ‘prize

political obstacles :were . removed‘

economic problems -as well could:

;%ood h’.rtages :.ue to

ot

“overpopulated" and. that there.
s not” enough food m the world
to.go around, -

The scientists now nge the lie
to'this elaim, !

Tt is. obvious, evéen tb the lay-
mah, that cap1tahsm wastes the
food supplies of the-earth. Here
in the U.S., potatoes, beans and
fruit are-dumped, burned, or left
to. rot while in ‘India millions
starve. In Korea 2the devastation
wrought by  the' war has laid
waste much of the food-produc.mg
land; the ‘Second World War ‘did
tne same thmg' on a bigger scale
in-many- countrles ‘Now :a: Third
World War “is threatened which

Twill destroy even greater areas.

The ‘estimate made by the
ntists -is<based upoh present
fo0d produeing capacity: This
estimated capacity  would  be
doubled and’ tripled if one took
into account the potential in-
crease in food production if
modern scientific knowledge were
put to uge..In the U.S., for ex:
ample, floods periodically destroy
millions of acres of fertile soil.
If a few billion dollars were

o By George Breitman °
.. The death of Louis Adamic is
" a loss to the American working
.class. We can say this despite our
-serious political differences with
" him - because he was a man of
~honesty, courage and independent
convictions. Not many of that
.kind remain in modern American
_public life and letters; we would
.he justified in mourning his death
.on -that ground alone. In fact,
: when we survey the other in-
/tellectuals of our time, seeing
'«~;how they have succumbed to the
o pressure of the rulers of society
and have run away to hide or
even become the agents and
* ‘apologists of those rulers, Louis
- Adamic’s ‘stature rises automat-
tically. Though he made many
mistakes, he did not make them
‘out of marrow self-interest, and
‘he tried to make amends when
e realized them.

e

IMMIGRANT WORKER

* “Adamic was a worker from his
early teens when he came here as
~ #n immigrant from what is
now Yugoslavia — newsboy, silk
worker, soldier in World War I,
eaman; restaurant worker, helper
in a cabinet shop, shoe factory
orker; textile worker, port
ilot’s clerk, longshoreman., In
928, at the dage of 29, he entered
he field of journalism by selling
is first story. His first book,
ynamite, published three years
ater, dealt with the American
abor movement, helped to educate
; whole generation and is still
“well ‘worth reading.

’His sympathies from the begin-
ing were clearly with the labor

; DETROIT
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1{movement, and they never altered

'he was one of the first to join

in this respect. He became an in-
tellectual by trdde, but one who
never forgot his working class
past or the meaning of expldita-
tion. This undoubtedly explains in
part why he became a radical,
which he remained to the day of
his death, although he tended
under the influence of Stalinist
hngo to call hlmself a “progres-
sive.’

LEFT WALLACEITE

- He was friendly to several of
the radical movements of the
early 19380’s, including the Mus-
teites, but he was never a Marx-
ist, either then or later when he
collaborated with the Stalinists
in such enterprises as the Ameri-
can Slav Congress and the Wal-
laceite movement. Nor was he
ever a part of .the Stalinist ‘ap-
paratus, despite the lying claim
of Elizabeth Bentley. His politics,
as presented in his books and his
magazine, Trends and Tides, were
those of a left Wallaceite. His
‘interest was predominantly in
i'oreign.affairs, especially regard-
ing the Balkans, and most of his
wtritings during the last ten years
wére on that subject.

He did not participate much in’
direct political activities, con-
sidering that his main work was

he did serve on some committees!
at least nominally: in - August
1948 he held an official post at
the nominating convention of the;
Progressive Party in Phila-|
delphia, and 'a few weeks later

the Kutcher Civil. Rights Com-
mittee organized to win justice
for the legless veteran purged
from the Veterans Administration|
in Newark because of his mem-
bership in the Socialist Workers:
Party.

STALIN-TITO SPLIT

These two events took place
shortly after another that had
occurred in June and was to have
a far greater impact on Louis
Adamic’s life — the public an-
nouncement of the split between

= | Stalin and Tito, It is clear from

to be done at his typewriter. But,

his initial reaction that he did
not understand the meaning. of
this development. In fact, he
poohpoohed it as a crisis not in
politics, but in “human relations,”
implying' that it would be over-
come without great difficulty.
This was shortly before Eliza-
beth Bentley denounced him as a
‘red spy” to the House Un<Ameri-
cant Commmittee.
It shows that while the position
he took was silly it certainly was
not the position of the Stalinists,
who . quickly jumped into line,
burning ' everything they had
written about Tito for six or
seven years and joining in the
Cominform’s whﬁcatxons of the
Yugoslavs.
' But while he was not a Stal-

with them, had many of his
friends among them, worked with
them in the Slav Congress and
Progressive Party, thought that
they represented thie 'future
society in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe, and it was not
easy for him to overcome their
pressure. He did overcome it,
however, and he did it without
going the way of the Budenzes
who entered the services of im-
perialism, and that is' one of the
things to his credit.

POSTWAR WORLD

‘After the 1948 election he de-
cided to go to Europe to study
the postwar world there. His ap-;
plication for visas to Stalinist-
dominated Eastern Europe were
rejected because he refused to
promise that he would not go to
Yugoslavia too When he returried
to the U.S. in 1949 after a long
stay in Yugoslavia, he resumed
the publication' of his magazine.
Here he opened up a blistering
attack on the Kremlin from the
left, revealing many things not
previously. known about the reac-
tionary role of Stalin in con-
nection with the Yugoslav revo-
lution.

-Politically, he had become very
friendly to the Titoists and he
regarded it as -his main -job to
mobilize support for their fight

inist, he was closely associated|

- i
His position was still not Marxist;
but.he-saw that.a revolution:was
taking place and he sided with it,
and  that is what he will be
remembered for, not for the semi-
1mpress1onist analy51s he made of
it.
Then: he began work on his
book, which started-as'a study of
Tito and Yugoslavia but expanded
into a much broader work. He
was now led to a re-examination
of ‘Stalinism, to which he had
been generally friendly before
‘that. We know that this led him
back at least as far as the Spanish
civil war, about which he had
known little, espec1ally about the
role of the Stalinists in bloodlly
crushing the revolutxonary move-
ment,
In the same way that he began
to restudy questions on his own,
we  know' from his magazine that
he encouraged the Titoists to
make public the full story of their
relations with.'the Kremlin prior
to the break, which, until the
middle of 1949, they had been
withholding - in the-. belief that
it was still possible to work out|
some way of getting along peace-
ably with Stalin.

STALINIST ATTACKS
Adamic’s revelations helped to
swing a large part of the Yugo-
slav-American community away
from the Stalinists, and they in-
curred the hatred of the entire
Stalinist apperatus From this
‘time on he was the vietim of a
brutal campaign of character
assassination on the part of the
Stalinists. Whether or not they
were interested in destroying him
physically, they showed that they
wanted to destroy him morally:
and politically. At the same time
he remained an object of special
hatred by the pro-fascist Yugo-
slavs who had helped Hitler dur-
ing the war and fled to the U.S.
after Tito came to power.

The case of Louis Adamic is
not closed, and, it will not be
closed until the forces responsible
for his death are apprehended
and punished. Because in the final
analysis, there WERE forces

Adamic’s Death Is a Loss to America

‘did fire the rifle that-ended :his
life. Whether it was murder or
suicide,” Louis - Adamic  was a
victim of ‘the cold war. .

- If it: was suicide, then the
responsibility for the loss of this
talented man lies with -both the
capitalist - system ~that offers
mankind- no - other. future than
total . destruction and with the
'Stalinist system that has dis-
illysioned - and demoralized so
many promising ' people by its
caricature .and betrayal of the
Marxist - program of ,»socialist-
emancipation. fy

INDIVIDUALS CRUSHED

The cold war, unleashed by the
crisis in both capitalism and Stal.’
inism, - crushed not only nations
but' individuals; net only in-
dividuals who are morally weak
but individuals of moral stature

essential - weaknesses - and ‘con-
tradictions that are preparing the
finish of predatory capitalism and
parasitic Stalinisin, not in the far
off future bit in our own: time.
Such an understanding comes
enly from the insight afforded
by the method of Marxism, and
this- Adamic was never equipped
with,

We say. goodbye to ' Louis
Adamle, although 'his case'is far
from ended. We Honor him for

‘his. merits, without seeking’ to|

cover up his shortcomings. He
was one of a breed that has
largely vanished — the intel-
lectuals who became radicals. in
the depression years -—— and his
departure was more honorable and
graceful than that of most of his
colleagues who are still alive and
fighting everything they used to
profess. He was an honest man,
and until the last day of his life
continued the fight against reac-
tion according to his lights. By
his personal -traits and behavior,
despite the incorrectness of his
political  views ‘on many ques-
tions, he earned the right to the

should turn out that he ‘actually '

who are equipped with the will to| @&
fight, but whose will is sapped by |
& lack of understanding of the

ature

spent on flood. control instead of
atom bombs, this foed producing,
land could be saved.

In most of the world, modern
farm machinery is unknown. If
national frontiers were eliminated
together with trade restrictions
and. tariff walls, manufacturing
countries could supply farm im-
plements to the more industrially
backward nations, and thereby
contribute to the rapid increase
in food production. But. the anti-
quated capitalist system, with its
profits and its . division of the
world into strictly separated na-
tional states, stands. in the way
of such progress. ¢

~In the production of food, as
in all other fields of economy,
capitalism \is chaotie. A socialist
system would unite the world and’
plan- its agriculture as well as
all other production on a rational
basis. .- The huge . productlve
capacity of- the .advanced coun-
tries could be used to raise the
Tevels of underdeveloped . areas.
Through the free exchange of
raw materials and manufactured

could easily satisfy all their
economje needs.

Capitalism not only. plows
under precious’ food that is
needed desperately by starving
millions; it wastes the scientific
knowledge which mankind hasg
laboriously accumulated. = Such
a .system becomes an obstacle

goods, the people of the earth
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(Cont. from page 1)
the anti- imperialist forces on a

world seale.

The political report together
with the documents presented to
the Congress (Theses on Orienta-
tion and  Perspectives and the
Political Resolution) were jointly
adopted by 39, votes to 3 with 1
abstention aftér a discussion last-
ing two and one-half days in
which' 30 delegates participated.

BUFFER ZONE

The resolution on the countrles
of “People’s Democracy,” drafted
by ‘the International Secretariat,
was presented with a report which
reviewed the evolution of the
countries in the East European
buffer zone since 1945 and ‘the
corresponding ‘development of the
analysis of the International on
this question. The report defended
the designation of the. “People’s.
Deinocraciés” as having acquired,
beginning with 1949, a ‘definitive
character as “deformed workers’

‘of ‘these. -countries against im-
perialism, as well ‘as a program
of political revolution against the
Ktemlin = bureaucracy and its
agents similar to the Trotskyist
program for the’ USSR. The
slogans of independent Socialist
Republics . for Poland, Czecho-
slovakia, Rumania, Hungary, ete.,.
Jand their voluntary federation
were to remain as previously the
central slogans for these coun-’
tries. The report and' resolution
were adopted after a day’s discus-
sion, by 41 votes to 2.

YUGOSLAVIA

The resolution on the “Yugo-
slav Revolution and the Fourth
International,” adopted by the
Nirith Plenum of the Interna-
tional Executive Committee, was
presented . to the Congress in a
report which analyzed the stages
of development in the .policy of
the Yu'roslav Communist Party,
the reasons for-this development
dnd the attitude of the Trotskyist
movement toward the shifts in
this policy. The report and reso-
iution were adopted by 37 votes
with 1 absteptmn, 4 voters bemg
‘absent.
All the’documents adopted were
referred to the new International
Executive Committee’ for editing
and the incorporation of proposed
amendments compatible with the
general line of these documents,
taking into account the remarks
made _during the discussions.

IMPORTANT ADVANCES

The Congress heard the aec-
tivities report of the outgoing
leadership of the International
which registered the important
advances realized by the Trot-
'skyist  organizations smce the
~Second World. Congress’ in 1948,
notably in Europe, -Latin Amemca.,

to the advance of civilization that
must be removed. ‘

Ceylon, ete., both from the view-'
point of thenf organizational

The first response at election
-rallies in ‘New York for Michael
Bartell, Socialist Workers candi~
date for President
of the City: Council,
‘indicates good - pol-
itical weather fo
socialism - this fall.
And - that means
favorable oppor-
tunities to' increase
the circulation of
The Militant.

~ “At an East Side
meeting held by the
Youth, a Militant
was bought by one passer-by who
stopped to hear the speakers,”
reports Literature Agent George
Rock. “He stayed throughout the
meeting and subsequentlye ex-
| pressed a desire to join the
Socialist. Workers Party. A
number of people in certain areas
are already familiar with the
paper, having bought copies be-
|fore at street meetings. They dre
glad to see us and willingly bay
the current’issue of The Mili-
iant.” .

George is enthusmstlc about the
possibilities of Militant sales dur-
mg New York’s election cam-
palgn .and reports' the same feel-
ing among the campaigners.

8ol Dollinger sends in this story
from Flint: “Fred visited a fellow
he sold a subscription to during
the - subscriptions campaign. He
wanted to invite him to the meet-
1ng wyhere Myra Tanner Weiss is
going to speak on Korea. The
reader. greeted him warmly and
told -him he keeps-a batch - of
Militants in his car. He has -been
interesting his friends: in the
paper. If they -can’t afford to

gratitude and affection of the

to mamtam their mdependence.

responsxble for lus death even if itl,

working, class,

L]
L "

. .Literature Agent Pauline re-
ports from Minneapolis: “Last
Saturday Larry and Donald went
to the State CIQ Convention, held
in. Minneapolis, and passed out
about a hundred copies of The
M#itant. Two current issues were |1’
sold to men who came up to
Donald and asked how much the
paper was. Most of the papers
were back issues, but materia] is
as pertinent today as it was a
few weeks ago. All of the
‘delegates could gain much by
reading - a real labor paper.” W&
don’t waht to press thé point, but:
how did back issues of the paper
happen to accumulate in the
Minneapolis headquarters?

Cleveland’ Literature Agent,
Jean Simon, writes that all it
takes to sell The Militant is time.
“Almeda, and I went out to sell
The Militant last Thursday,” she
writes, “and sold 10 copiés each
house to house in less than an
hour. T bought a copy myself for
one destitute young white woman
with several kids. The first page
article on poverty of one-third of
the nation, really appealed to her.
She said that the talk of pros-
perity and boom sure doesn’t,
touch her or thousands like her.
She was alert and intelligent and:
wanted the paper, but had only
seven cents to buy supper for
the kids.”

Jean reports that another thmg

states,” and envisaged the defensé

_4th Int'l. Calls
For Socialist
/Anti-War Fight

| strengthening as well as the. far

greater political ‘homogendity

which was reflected in the .re-

ports. It stated that most-of ‘the

sections of the International have

successfully mtegrated them-

selves in the mass movement of

their countries and have learned -
to work out an orientation ad-

justed to the national peculiari-

ties of the working class move-

ment in which they must work. ..

The discussion following this
report in which 18 delegates par-
ticipated showed through the
activities of most sections that
solid ties had. already been.estab-
lished by . the Trotskyist move-
ment with the authentic mover
ment of the masses in the prln-
cipal countries of the world. The
activities report was unammously
adopted.: :

The Congress elected a new
Executive ‘Committee ef the In-
ternational composed of 21 mem-
bers and 9 candidates.

LATIN. AMERICA

The Congress adopted different
resolutions presented by various
commissions dealing with * the
situation of the Fourth :Interna-
tional in several countries
France, Austria, Argentina, ete.).
Tt adopted a political resolution
smswering the main problems
posed by the revolutionary move-
ment in Latin America, recogniz-
ed a single Argentine Section of
the Fourth International and con-
firmed the election of the Latin-
Ameriean Bureau of the Interna-
tional Secretariat. It instruected
the new International Executive
Committee to.draw up a con-
crete plan together with the dele-
gates from the Far East on the
composition and operation of the
Far Eastern Bureau of the In-
ternational Secretariat. It in-
structed the International Secre-
tariat to draft a manifesto to the
workers of the whole world in
its name. ‘

Before concludmg 1ts Work the
Congress observed a minute of
silence to the memory of Leon
Trotsky, since the eleventh .an-
viversary of the assassination, of

Fthe great-revolutionary: comcxded

with the opening period of the
Congress. It sent greetings to
the widows of the martyrs of the
movement and to militants and
leaders who were celebrating the
25th anniversary of their par-

ment.

The Third World Congress
marked a high point in the history
of Trotskyism, because of its com-
plete success from the technical
standpoint, despite the immense
difficulties arising from restricted
materlal means; because. of the
representation of a considerable
number of countries. greater than
‘had been present at ' all the
previous assemblages of ‘the 'in-
ternational Trotskyist movement,

"] and above all by the remarkable

political homogeneity manifested

| |-throughout the discussions. ‘The

fraternal atmosphere which fea-
tured its work as well- as. the
political maturity exhibited = by
the - delegates
highest degree of political and
organizational cohesion that the
world Trotskyist movement: has
aohleved since its. begmnmgs

MYRA wnss
Tour Schedule

Sept. 24 Akron

Monday

ticipation in the Trotskyist move--

represented - the

they have started to do is to|Saturday
watch the letters to the editor in| Sunday
the daily press and send copies|Monday
of The Militant to writers who.| Tuesday
show signs of thinking about|Wednesday
gocial problems. “We don’t know | Thursday
what results we’ll net,”
writes, “but we think those people | Saturday
should at least be exposed to| Sunday

pay for it at the time, he offers
to pay for the subscription.”

]
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Labor Can Stop the Wltch Hunt

Nobody ig -safe from the witch-hunt,
not even high officials and appointees of
- the Truman administration that started

it

In 1948, when James Kutcher was
purged from the Veterans Administra-
* tion because of his membership in the

Socialist Workers Party,

thought it was a shame, but they didn't
get too excited about it because only radi-
cals seemed to be involved.

But Farrell Dobbs, the SWP candidate
for President, warned at that time that
the Kutcher case was only the beginning,
and that if his victimization was permit-
ted to stand the witch-hunt would spread

. to include ever greater sections of the’
population, including members, of the

ruling party.

This warning has been conflrmed to
the hilt. In the last few weeks alone, a
leading Trumanite Senator,
Douglas of Jllinois, who is not above a lit-
tle red-baiting himself now and then, was
redbaited into a virtual mervous break-
down on the floor of the Senate; a de-
mand was raised for the purge of J ustice
William O. Douglas from the Supreme
Court because he declared it was to the

interest of U.S.,capitaliSm

the Chinese government; and Judge Del-
bert E. Metzger, chief judge of the Unit-
~ ed States District Court for Hawaii, was
- denied reappointment to his job by the
Truman administration because he had
committed the offense of reducing bail
from $75,000 to $5,000 for each of seven
new victims of the Smith Act.
" More and more people are beginning
to understand that the attacks on the
rights of the radicals are only a dress
rehearsal for a much broader assault on
the rights of the American people as a
‘whole. Frank Rosenblum, vice-president .
of the national CIO and secretary-treas-
urer of the Amalgamated Clothing Work-
ers, forcibly expressed this early thls

“Our civil

some people

Paul H. any “threat

to recognize

impaired, restricted and curbed. . .
is a dangerous movement toward fascism,
representing a real threat to labor and
liberal elements in the community. This
reactionary movement is deliberate, and
is being engineered by those who would
substitute fascism for democracy, even
though they seek to create the impres-
sion that it is being directed against the
Communists.” \

‘Union members and union leaders must
ask themselves — as Rosenblum evident-
ly has done — what will happen to the
labor movement itself if the witch-hunt-
ers are permitted to continue their de-
pradations against democratic liberties
and traditions. Can labor function effec-
tively, can it even survive, in an atmos-
phere Where every utterance against the
status quo is treated as a crime? Is there

month when he told the New York CIO
State Convention:

rights are 1ns1d10usly being
This

to labor” more- clear and

present than a movement to “substitute
fascism for democracy”?

Labor is not only the main target of
the witch-hunt; it also has the greatest
responsibility - for ,
slaughts of reaction; and it is the one
force in this country big enough- and
strong enough to mobilize the rest of the
population in a successful struggle to save
the Bill of Rights. :

Self-interest and self-defense dictate
that labor should speak
to stop the witch-hunt
delay. A forthright campaign of militant
defense of civil rights, launched by the la-
bor movement, would meet with a tremen- .
dous response and active support from
other sections of the population alarmed
by the McCarthys and McCarrans. That
such a campaign would end in victory
cannot be doubted by anyone familiar
with the power and speed with which the
American workers smashed the open shop
and organized the mass production in-
dustries in this country.

resisting the on-

out and act up
vithout further

(Continued from Page 1)
maybe loss of all production in
case strikes occur.”

A JUICY MELON

« Far from giving an impetus to
$nflation, Wilson insisted that the
escalator agreement tended “to

" yesist inflation because wages are

adJusted only after the rise or

“fall in t}{e cost of living.” In ad-

dition, he contended that under
“labor efficiency”
had. - improved, “somewhat in
excess of the 21/2 percent we
granted the men.”

On the whole, Wilson was well
‘pleased -with the way things were

working out. And well he might’

bel For the same article discloses:

“ that General Motors cut a juicy

melon last yezr in the shape of
an extra dividend to stockholders.
amounting to 176 million dellars.
As for any inflationary tendency
involved in the escalator contract,
Wilson concluded, that would
depend on the tax policies of the
Federal Government.

RICH BONANZA

'I‘he head of General Motors
proved more astute than many of
his fellow-industrialists. As presi-
dent of the most powerful
corporation in the country, Wil-
gon has a direct pipeline to Wash-
ington. He was well aware of ‘the
war plans being hatched by the
Washmgton ‘Wall Street gang
and ' of the rich bonanza that
could be mined out of govern-
ment military contracts.

What was feared most by the
profit-hungry dollar patrlots was
a “rigid” control over prices. Wil-
son was shrewd enough to realize
that the powerful organized labor
movement would not submit to
any outright wage - freezing
“equahty—of-sacrvﬁce” hoax thh-
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out a price freeze. (Th1s view was
confirmed when the Wage Sta-
bilization Board tried to put over
the wage freeze. The. attempt
precipitated a major political
crisis { with the walkout of the
labor representatives.)

FLEXIBILITY

In casting about for a solution
to the dilemma Wilson hit upon
the escalator clause as providing

a “flexible” wage formula which
Would bolster Big Business’
demand for “flexible” price con-
trols. The emasculated Wilson-
Reuther version of the escalator
elause is a prime example of the
distortion bf a good idea to serve
ends contrary to those intended.
It° would. be instructive to list
somé of the more objectionable
teatures, true also of existing
escalator agreements patterned
after the GM-UAW -contract:

1. The GM-UAW contract is
a long term, 5-year agreement,
without adequate provision for
periodic review ahd upward
revision of base pay. It is true
that there is a wage revision
clause based on “productivity.”
But it/is little more than a device
tc legitimize the speedup. Wilson'
himsélf points out that under
the contract, improved “labor ef-
ficiency” last year returned profits
to the corporation “in excess of
the 21 percent” wage increase
granted to the men,

FREEZES CONDITIONS

One of the worst aspects of the
long terni agreement is that it
serves to freeze conditions on the
job. The great advantage of the
escalator formula s
provides for automatic wage ad-
justiments thus removing the
wage question from the central
place it otherwise occupies in
contract negotiations, This per-
mits the union to concentrate on
improving working conditions, by

no means a negligible considera-,

tion in the life of the worker.
The Wilson-Reuther 5-year agree-

ment has led to an intensification.
| of the speedup, outrageous com-

pany provocation, worsened condi-
tions, while depriving the auto

Deadline for Militant

The deadline for articles and
ads for The Militant is the
Tuesday before the date of
publication,

that - it

Escalator Wage Gains
‘Scuttled by Tax Steal

workers of an opportunity to cor-

rect these abuses through con-| .

tract revisions.

BLS INDEX

2. Probably the most serious
flaw in ~ the Wilson - Reuther
escalator clause is the fact that
it is pegged to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics cost - of - living |
index. The BLS index is as
phoney as 'a plugged ~nickel.
Reuther knows it. All the labor
leaders do. Both the AFL and
CIO have frequently exposed its
fraudulent character, Besides jug-
gling cost-of-living figures to the
detriment of labor, the BLS does
not even include taxes in its

\index.. This is compounding fraud

with outright larceny.

Wilson and his cronies have
been preaching the gospel of
taxation as an answer to infla-
tion. Taxation, ‘that is, for the
wage earner not for the corpora-
tion. That is the gimmick in his
“flexiblé” wage "policy. Cost-of-
living wage adjustments for
labor? Of course, but be sure to
take away with one hand what is
given by the other. In exchange
the profit - hogs get “flexible”
price controls. That is the essence
of the Truman administration’s
policy on wages and prices ad-
ministered, naturally, by Big
Business tycoons who think and
act in the image of C. E. Wilson.

The Wilson - Reuther type of
perverted escalator clause has led
some unionists to the false con-
clusion that labor should reject
the escalator principle. This would
be like pouring the baby out with
the bath. What should be re-
jected is the corrupted . version
of the escalator clause. What is
required is a correct application
¢f the escalator principle. To
function in the interest of the
workers an escalator clause should | ;
provide:

1. . That taxes be included as
a cost - of -living factor in any
index to which the escalator
clause is tied.

2. That the escalator clause be
pegged to the cost-of - living
index put out by the AFL and
CIO which is a more reliable
indicator of fluctuations in the
cost of living. .

"~ 3. That the escalator contract
be a short. term agreement
providing periodic review and
upward revision in base pay and
negotiated improvements in

working conditions.

MoCarran that Lehman too was
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Dean Acheson and fhe'.lap“an Peace Pact

By M. Stein

Secretary of State Dean Ache-
son’s prestige is currently dn the
upswmg Before the San Fran-
cisco conference where the Japan:
-ese Treaty was signed, he had
been the target of a mounting
barrage not only by Republican
bigwigs in and out of Congress
but by their Democratlc counter-.
parts as- well.- It was “generally
‘predicted . that his days.in office
were numbéted ‘and the dopestets
even went so /far as to - specify
the exact date -of -his departure.

ACHESON S DEFENDER

- Outside 'of Pres1dent ‘Truman,
fAcheson had few defenders :and
Truman’s: defense ‘was at-best of

| only dubious help.. It is only ‘too

well“known that Truman sticks
by his political appointees through
thick'. and- thin “with the true
instinct of a Pendergast politician
who - knows that the survival of
bis political machine depends on
the ability of the boys to hang
together. 'Thus,” for example,

|Truman also stood by General

Vaughn of deep freeze fame to
the very last. He even refused to |-
cut loose Ilom Q’Dwyer, currently

‘tee caused everyone else to hold
their nostrils.

But after the San Francisco
coénferenhce, an entirely new atti-
tude toward Mr. Acheson was
displayed. The office-holders and
cffice-seekers of the Republican
and Democratic parties see ih him
a new man responsible for the
Japanese Treaty. which has: been
‘touted "as ‘a -great ~American
triumph. It was at the.San’ Fran-
cisco conference where the “Rus-
sian tmublemakers got ‘their |f
come ¢ uppance and it ‘was notie
other than Mr. Acheson himself
who beat Gromyko: together with
his. Poles -and ‘Czechoslovaks. into
s1lence It would thus appear that
San - Francisco was . not -only .a
great Amencan vxctory but a’per-
sonal. tmumph for Dean’ Acheson.
He not only bested the Russlans
Lut all ‘his defamers and detrac-
tors right here at home. - -

STACKED CONFERENCE - *
Lét all those who accused . him'
of being friendly to the Commun-
ists. or of consorﬂng with Com-
munists or harboring Commumsts
— let them -come forward. now
and make. their charges stick!

‘lambassador to Mexico, whose ex-
.posure by the Kefauver commlt-

No, Acheson" can* now - hold" his
head hlgh as second to none in

easy chair with cigar after: the

wardogs fn'mly on U.S. leash

: kaled by Treaty

Japan’s prime  minister Shlgeru Yoshida settles back inan

signing of “the Japanése peace’

treatv in San Francisco. Treaty pleases Japanese militarists and
-imperialists who will get a.chance to revive: Japanese xmperlahst_
power in:the Far. East. The treaty, however, keeps Japanese

OF PERJURY

. The witch-hunters have

lished charges of perjury by

M'CARRAN BLOCKS PROBE

BY BUDENZ

become so powerful and: ar-

rogant that they refuse to permit investigation.of pub-

the nation’s No 1 anti-com-

-

munist informer, LOlllS Budenz.

- On Sept. 14  Senator Lehman
(D, N. Y.) asked the Senate to
probe -the methods being used by
the McCarran Internal Security
subcommittee, which had been
accused’ by columnist Joseph
Alsop of having “led” Budenz into’
“demonstrably false testimony”
at the subcommlttee ] hearmgs on
U.S. policy in the Far East.
I;ehman also asked to have the
Alsop columns -documenting his
charges _entered . mto the " Con-
gxessmnal ‘Record..

,THREATS AND ADUSE

Neither of Lehman’s requests.
was' .granted.. All she - got- was’
abuse and an implied threat from{«

due to get the works - from  the
subcommittee.

-Budenz, who has made a good
thing out of fingering real and
fancied. “communists” ever since
he deserted the Communist Party,
recently appeared before the Mc-
Carran subcommxttee, which is
trying to prove that Henry Wal-
lace was guided and influenced
by members .of the Communist
Party on his tour of the Far East
in 1944,

Under oath, Budenz told the
subcommittee that in 1944 he had
known John Carter . Vincent,
former chief of the State Depart-
ment’s Far Eastern Affairs Divi-
sion and:now U.S. representative
at Tangiers, to be a member of
the Communist Party who had
accompanied Wallace.

Only a ‘year ago, Budenz, also
under oath, told the Tydings com-
mittee investigating McCarthy’s
charges that he “had no informa-
tion” regarding Vincent’s political
affiliations. :

Alsop not only called attention

to this obvious contradiction in

Budenz'» testimony, which }the Me-
Carran gibcommittee knew about,
but also noted that Vincent had
associated himself with Wallace’s
1944 recommendations on China,
which included the request that
Roosevelt - replace ' Gen. -Stilwell
(an. opponent - of Chiang . Kai-
shek) with Gen. Wedemeyer‘(who
was openly hostile to the Chmese
(‘ommumsts) .

At would not -take much of .an

mvestlgatmn to, show that Budenz
~ {had perjured himself. But: under

the dispensation . of McCarran,
Franco’s  best - friend ‘and Me-
Carthy’s . chief 'competitor for
leadership of the congressional
“crisade . against ‘communism,”
stoolpigeons have immunity
against charges- of :‘demonstrated
perjury. Perjury is regarded as a
heinous c¢rime”when charged to a
Hiss or a Remington, but it
doesn’t- even invoke a reprimand
when committed by a professional
informer whocan’t even remember
to make his “revelations” con-
form from one year to the next.

Alsop says that his aim in
printing his expose is not the
“defense” of any individual but
an attack on “the kind of public
proceeding that is typified by the
effort to build an obviously false
case around the Wallace trip to
China in 1944. This sort of thing,
if permitted and approved very
much longer, can threaten the
common liberties of any ordinary
citizen,”

Here Alsop is understating the
cage. “Thig sort of thing” — al-
ready threatens the common
liberties of all citizens. The right
to speak one’s mind exists’ only

cn paper when any citizen can be|.

victimized by witch-hunters for
exercising that right.

the ﬁu‘nt against Communism.

Give him a conference which is.

stacked 49 to 8 in his favor, hand
him the gavel, and he will
demonstrate any day in the week
how he can wield it with firmness,
courage and deadly accuracy.

Of all the tributes paid Mr.,

Acheson, of all the acelaim he
received following San Francisco,

‘he most likely appreciated more,

than any other the laudatory re-
marks of the Republican Senator
from California, Willlam® F.
Knowland. For Knowland was
among Acheson’s severest critics.
As one of the leaders. of the
Republican bloc he had sparked
the campaign  against Acheson.
But on Sept. 10 he got up on the
Senate floor and, the N. Y. Times
reported, proceeded to “pay Mr.
Acheson compliments in terms
warmer than' any he has heard
about him for more than a year
by any member of the Senate in-
cluding the Democrats.”

SENATOR BENTON

Not to be outdone by their
Republican colleagues and sort
of ashamed gf selling Acheson so
short, the Democrats alsq jumped
to  the praise of Acheson. Four
days after Knowland, Senator
Benton, Democrat of Connecticut,

treated the Senate to a speech in|;
t(‘hma seemed to be going accord-

which he said, “My regret is that

“Lhis (Acheson’s) detractors have
| proved so much more vocal than
| his

defenders.” ~Then Benton
proceeded to make it more
specific. “I naturally regret that
members of my own political
party have not stood up more
strongly in his- defense. This in-
clination on their part generated
more -and more irresponsible
criticism.”

It is clear from all this that
Acheson, who up to San Fran-

| cisco was -considered a political
| liability by the Democrats and
thereby an easy target for the|-

Republicans, is no longer be1ng
vxewed that way. As a matter of
fatt, Truman seems to be playing

| with the idea that he might even

be an asset. At a press conference
he . declared that Acheson would
remain Secretary of State as long
as he (Truman) is in office,
adding slyly . that this will be
“a long time.”

—

or acclaim, it is of importance to
us only to the extent that mir-
rored here is the feverish tempo
‘of world politics with which the
fate of the Secretary of State is
s0 intimately tied.

Since the U.S. has been throw-
ing its weight around in the
world, it has become very sen-
sitive- to all the tremors and
fipheavals in the remotest corners
‘of the globe. And when Truman’s
Secretary. of State, responsible
for - UiS. foreign poliey, is
denounced or acclaimed in rapid
succession, it only shows what
a frustrating business it is to
try to rule the entlre world
nowadays.

CHINESE REVOLUTION

Take China as an example.
This happens to be a good ex-
ample for it has caused Mr.
Acheson more anguish than any
nther spot on earth. As a matter
of fact, it has been the primary
source of all the criticism heaped
upon him by Republicans and
Democrats alike. Some demago-
gues, like Senator MeCarthy, have

leaped- into political prominence

on - precisely ' this issue. Yet, if
ever there was a victim of eir-
cumstances, it was Acheson in
‘relation to China.

-For- many years everything in

'mg to plan. The Yankee imperial-
ists could do as they damned
well pleased. China was an easy
prey to exploitation and oppres-
sion and they had a reliable man

there 'in Chiang Kai - shek who
kept everything in proper order.
‘The fate of China was in the palm
of their hand. There were all

sorts of treaties to attest to this
fact, including one between China
and- Stalin where he pledged to

‘back none other than Chiang Kai-

shek and his government, that is,

to back U.S. imperialist policy.
All the legal papers assuring

Wall Street’s rule over China

.were in excellent order, — but

then something unscheduled hap-
pened: the Chinese revolution. In
one sweep the revolution knocked
out the party of the second part

‘to the agreement, bloody Chiang

Kai-shek. This venal ruler of the
Chinese people was swept out of
office and with him went all the

. Whatever the future way hold
for Mr. Acheson, whether curses

foreign despoilers. The revolution
uhified the. country. It deposed

the parasitic  landlords
uvsurers who have for centu €5
been eating away at the vitals
of China. It freed the Chint
women from: their humiliating
position of bondage. It brotight
a struggle against backwardness
and illiteracy. It moved toward
the industrialization of the coun-
try.

ACHESON BLAMED ~

Well, all this may be fine for 3
the 500 million Chinese, but it
didn’t do Dean Achéson any good.
He tried, with the help of all
sorts of unassallable documents,
to prove that the United States :
poured billions of dollars into
China, money which incidentally
came out of our pay envelopes.
He strained to prove that Amer-
ican guns, tanks, planes, ships
and military personnel had been
given Chiang unstintingly; that
‘everything poss1b1e was ‘doné to
maintain Chiang in power. But to
no avail! No amount of documents
or rhetoric could wipe out of
¢xistence the overwhelmmg re—
ality of the Chinese revolution. .

When Mr. Acheson’s bitterest
critics on the China issue now
hail his role in negotiating ‘thé
Japanese treaty, it 1s obv1ous :
that what these people see'in this’
treaty is an antidote to_ the
Chinese revolution. They see in it
4 reliable instrument for . the
counter - revolutionary overthrow.
of the new regime in China and
of the social gains of the unfold
ing Chinese revolution.
For our part we approach the
Japanese®#Treaty exclusively from
the standpoint of the toiling
masses, their interests and needs
and aspirations. Only in that way
incidentally can this treaty be
correctly appraised and such
questions answered as to whether
it will endure, or whether it will
become another scrap of paper
like all the treaties megotiated .
in their day with Chiang Kai-
shek. )

It is our firm conviction that.
the Japanese Treaty, which, to.
be sure is directed against China,
is in the first instance also aimed -
at the working people of Japan
and the U.S. It is they. who will
be called upon to sacrifice their
money and their lives in ad-
ventures that are foredoomed to!

failure. .

Redbaited Douglas Flees

2Senate

By Albert Parker

The growmg power of Amer-
ican militarism and the spreadmg
use of redbaiting as an .instru-
ment for silencing critics of any
government ‘policy were both
illustrated in the now-famous in-
cident of Sept. 10, when Senator
Paul H. Douglas (D, IlL.) scream-
ed hysterically and ran out of
the Senate in teats.

The Senate was considering a
bill to appropriate the sum of 61
billion dollars demanded by the
brass hats for the next year.
(This is more than one-fifth  of
the natfonal income.) Douglas had
told his colleagues that lie had
trouble sleeping the last month
because he was. fearful of what
such an enormous appropriation
might do to the nation’s economy.

He talked for "two _hours,

 criticizing “extravagance” in the

armed services, noting that while
military supply officers were “i

their ‘hearts patriots” they Were
exposed to “great temptation,”
and urging the. Senate to seruti-
nize everything _carefully and
practice economy wherever pos-

Floor in

sible. He did not oppose the pur-
poses of the bill, and himself
proposed only a piddling cut of
between 600 million and one bil-
lion dollars.

Douglas was mild and con-
ciliatory, and he admitted he was
speaking “in a spirit of awe and
fright” because he knew he might
meet with hostility for daring to
suggest a military budget cut.
But he said he felt someone had
to stand up to the money demands
of the mlhtary, or the nation
would become a “military state.”

The Senator from Illinois had|®
good reason to be frightened.
When he sat down, Senator
Joseph' C. O’'Mahoney (D, Wyo.),
the chief Senate hatchetman of
the military caste, got up and
began to — redbait Douglas. He
Lcharged him with implying that
“men in uniform lack a%com-
prehension of their duties to the
n| United States.” And he said that
Moscow would welcome and
widely broadcast Douglas’s re-
marks “as an indication of a
lack of faith that American mem-
bers of Corgress have in the men

SWP Only Socialist Party On
N.Y. Ballot; All Others Quit

(Continued from Page 1)
§.P., the Norman Thomas leader-
ship proposed that the party
cease, to,all intents and purposes,
its independent electoral work,
snd, wherever possible, give sup-
port to so-called “liberal” capital-
ist candidates. This proposal was
defeated by the convention.

Not content to accept the deci-
sion, Thomas and his group
initiated a referendum, in the
course of which they were able
to push through their line.

We should add as a footnote to
the action of the Socialist Party
that the same action has been
taken by the Shachtmanite
Independent Socialist League,
which sees the Halley campaign
as an cxample of ‘“independent
labor” politics.

COMMUNIST PARTY

The Communist Party, which
will have no candidate of its own,

will support the candidacy of

Clifford T. McAvoy, on the
American Labor Party ticket.

The Socialist Yabor Party,
which alone among all of these
parties may try to enter a candi-
date in the presidential elections
next year, has shown in this New
York election that it is more
feeble and isolated than ever be-
fore. The long standing sectarian-
ism of the SLP iy bearing the ex-
(pected fruit, and this organiza-
tion is becoming too feeble even
to maintain its sole annual
activity, its ballot work.

Thus, the experience of the
New. York: election campaign,
showing that the Socialist Work-
ers Party is the only radical party
that has the independence from
‘capitalist politics, the socialist
1deahsm, and the organizational

push to get on the ballot these
days.__ This is a sign of the SWP
prospects in the big presidential

campaign next year.

/the new figure, because it is still

Tears

who work, who fight, and who die '
for them.”

That was when Douglas shriek-
ed, clasped his head in his hands
and staggered out of the chamber..

Douglas was probably - think
ing: “Good God, now it -has. hap-
pened to me too! I was elected
as an extreme liberal, as a darling.
of Americans for Democratic
Action. I tried my best to live:
that down. The Dixiecrats praised
me when I helped them defeat.
anti-segregation amendments ‘to’
the housing and education pro
grams. The NAM hailed me: for
nmy economy program. MeCarfan ..
and McCarthy accepted my con- .
centration camp amendment to
their police state law. The China
Lobby was pleased by my recent
speeches opposing ‘appeasement’
in Korea and China. And yet it
has happened to me too!”

Yes, Douglas had become a
victim of the witch-hunt. He
thought he could escape (it b
cause -he "was - appeasing _the
witch-hynters and helping them
to fight “communism.” ‘He didn’t
understand that while they are.
ready to use the assistance’ of;
liberals and labor leaders 'in.
hacking away at the Bill "of
Rights, their ultimate objective
the destruction of free speech not |
only for radieals, but for liberals
labor leaders and even middle
of-the-roaders who raise any o
jection to the transformatioh of :
the U.S. into ‘a military-police
state. T :

Three days later the Sent
passed the .biggest peaces me
military appropriation bill in
tory.! It came to 59% billion
lars, or a cut of 2%9% from the .
criginal figure. 0’Mahoney, speaks
ing for the brass hats, accepted

subject to review by a joint
Senate-House committee which he
will head and ‘because, as he
knows, there*is nothing to stop
the military bureaucrats from
spending the higher figure and
demanding that it be paid forii
the following year’s budget. .
The vote for the bill was
unanimous, 79-0, with Dougla
voting in favor. On occasion the
liberal capitalist politicians spe
a few words against the
tary state.” What they real
object to is a 100% military state.
But a 97%% military stat
OK by them. T
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o " may seem a bit abrupt, but they are not shy about

’ | ” Somethi

- "A$ a rule, Wall Street dotes on charts. But
there is one chart now circulating among the
financiers that has them muttering in their col-
lective triple chins. This chart,~produced by one
of their own economists, carries a very pessi-
mistic forecast, namely, that unless existing
price and income trends are reversed a ‘“drop” is

to be expected in retail sales — and the stock

‘market.”

The pessimistic economist is Franklin R. Uhlig
of Laird, Bissel & Meads, a reputable Wall Street
brokerage firm. )

- Economist Uhlig does not agree with the fa-
" vorite practice of charting retail sales against

_ national income. On that basis, everything seems

ship-shape. Such a chart would show a fairly
stable ‘condition.

-~ But, argues dissenter Uhlig, national income
is one thing, the sum of money people are actually

able to spend is something entirely different.

“It is what people have to spend, not what they
take in, that controls spending,” he' pointedly
comments. )
Among the trifles disregarded~by the lump
“national income” figures are — TAXES. Still
another is the purchasing value of the consum-

" er’s dollar. Uhlig introduces these necessary cor-

rections in order to estimate what he calls “dis-
poseble income,” or what is commonly known as
mass purchasing power. Viewed in this light, an
entirely different picture emerges. '

In the prewar period (1935-39) retail sales ab-
sorbed 56.8 percent of the total mass purchasing
power. But in 1950 this jumped to 68.5 percent;
‘while in the first quarter of this year it leaped
to 71.3 pércent. 5
" "Expressed in thesg figures are the terrible in-
roads already made by taxes, by inflation, and
‘by the debased dollar into the living standards
of our people. What the bulk of the population
‘buys at retail are not luxuries but such necessities
as food, clothing, househdld furnishings. In the
prewar days, after making such purchases, there

' ‘still-remained almost half of the take-home pay

for other expenses such as housing, medical ser-

ng Must Give

By Tom Conlan

vice, recreation, not to mention “savings.” But
by 1951 this “surplus” had been slashed almost
in half. ‘ )

After shopping for the barest necessities, an
“average family” today has less than 30 cents
out of every dollar left for all other expenditures.
A great many, not favorably situated, are ob-
viously at a lbss to make ends meet. (Let us re-
call that rerit alone slices off one-fourth and more
of a worker’s income.)

. What especially interests the Wall Street econ-
omist Uhlig is how deeply these trends have cut
into “the rate of liquid savings.” His figures
show that even the well-to-do middle class fam-
ilies find it hard to ‘“save” these days. Since the
end of 1946 the “net addition to liquid savings”
have tapered off sharply, dropping to 100 million

dollars by the first quarter of this year. This is}i

in marked contrast to the war years (1942-46)
when a huge expansion of liquid savings took
place. :

“For the past three years,” says Uhlig, “this
country’s increasing income has been offset by
the depreciation of the dollar. Thus, real purchas-
ing power has been virtually stable.” This is a
polite .understatement. Uhlig’s own figures and
his own chart show not stability, but, on the con-
trary, a significant decline. What has been main-
tained is the dollar volume of sales but not the
physical volume of goods. In plain language, the
people have been paying more and more for a
diminishing volume of goods. ‘

“Retail 'sales are not apt to increase much,”
concludes Uhlig. A fairly safe assumption. The
current incomes are “too low” to sustain the
existing price levels, he maintains. This is not a
prediction, it is a trend, underscorqd by the re-
cent drop in retfail sales. - ‘

“Retailers,” he said, “have been squeezed be-
tween rising wholesale prices and the inability
of the public to pay.” And he is afraid “something
will have to give.” s

Whatever else may “give,” one thing is cer-

tain. Any further onslaughts on the already de-
pressed living standard of the mass of American
people will meet with.determined resistance.

Top Muech

By Fred

. The evening sky over Harlem was a rich purple
flecked with the brightness of many neon lights.
The cop appeared immobile on- his. horse. He
gseemed not to notice an old man feeding sugar
to the animal. His eyes were fixed upon a young
‘man  addressing a crowd by the corner. The

~speaker stood on a low step-ladder behind a sign

reading: VOTE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY.
The listeners stood huddled together on the.side-
walk, some of them undcr the scaffolding of a new

" house that was being built. While Andrew spoke,
I walked toward the other corner with my bundle -

of Militants. -
Sales were slow at first, but as the meeting
_ proceeded they becams brisker. Soon I had sold
six copies. The next person did not wait to be
button-holed. He came straight over and began

- to shout. x ,

. “Get out of here, you bums, ahd take your
lousy papérs with you.” He was a huge fellow.
* I Smiled at him. ’

“Come now, you know I've got thé right to be
here. You don’t have to buy this paper if you
don’t like it. By the.way, did you ever read
The Militant?” He stood there towering over me.
. %] know all about vou white guys. We don’t
go for that socialist talk. We can take care of our-
selves.”
is 'a Negro. He is a socialist. Why., . .” His
booming voice broke in.

“He is a traitor to his people. He is worse than
'you. Marcus Garvey told us about bastards like

- him..Come on, Sid.” \

He motioned to a companion who had stood by
silently. Both of them walked over to the meeting,
pushing their way through the crowd. I could hear

. them shout and heckle. Some people began to push

- back. The cop got off his horse and stepped over
on -to-the sidewalk, looking on with his hands
stuck in his belt. Before I could decide whether
to stay or return somebody touched me.

 «pq like a copy of your paper.” He was a
young Negro, There was a smi}e on his lips as
he handed me a nickel. ‘

“Those boys giving you a rough time? Don’t
fet it get you down.” I handed him The Militant.
He looked at it briefly, o
 “That’s a good cartoon. I've been listening to

-1 pointed at Andrew. “Our speaker over there

Freedom
Arens i

you fellows. I am not guite sure yet, but I think
you got some of the answers I've been looking
for.,” His face suddenly became somber and his
lips tightened.

“One thing I know. I know it as sure as we
stand here. We can’t fight alone. Ever since I've
been on the picket-line in my plant I've known.
it. It’s the big shots we're against, the guys
who don’t care whether we live or die.”

“That cop is probably hoping for something
rough to happen,” I said.

“Yes, that’s what they want. Keep guys from
uniting. Get one plain fellow to fight the other so

_they can crack down on both.” -

He put The Militant in his pocket. “I’ll show
this to, some fellows in the shop. I've got to go
now.” “Can I put you on our mailing list and
let you know .about .our meetings and socials?”
“0K.” As I wrote down the information, the
shouting at the other corner grew louder. We
both looked wup.

The tall” Garveyite stood in front of Andrew
and was trying to tear off the poster. Some
people from the audience were pulling at his
arms. Suddenly the man who had been called
Sid gave one o6nlooker a sharp push which made
the man fall against the ladder. Andrew just
managed to jump dowh without hitting the parked
car behind him. Now the cop went into action.
There was a club in his right hand and his
elbows - struck out hard as he made his way
through the crowd. His voice carried, loud and
shrill. “All right, break it up. All of you guys
got too much freedom around here. Come on,
break it up or I’ll pull you all in.”

The two Garveyites marched off jeeringly.
There was murmuring in the crowd but they
slowly dispérsed. My new friend watched silently
as I sold a few more papers.

“There you are,” he said. “They play the
copper’s game without knowing it. I guess life

will teach them, the hard way, the way I learned.”

For a moment he looked at the hustle and
bustle of Lénox Avenue.

Then he turned back to me, digging into his
pocket. = Coe

“I can’t spare much now, but take this. It's a
contribution. ‘I have to run along now.”

I gripped the coin in my hand.
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~After my meeting Sept. 15 in New York City
I had the feeling that I was really getting under
‘way on my national tour. I had to pack for the
cross-country trip ahead, and say goodbye to my
_favorite city.
‘Many people are surprised when I express the
opinion ‘that New York is the friendliest city 1
know. This is especially true of New Yorkers,

* who are generally very critical of’ their. city. In

New York hegted public arguments, held on the
sidewalks, on the subway, and everywhe}"e, are
frequent. But this is not all the result of ill-tem-

~ per. This same aggressive self-confidence is also

expressed by the metropolis-dwellers in their

readiness to make friends. o
Waitresses, subway guards, tax1-dr1ve}'s — talk

as if they had known you all your life. They

communicating with their fellow-men. )
. Mike Bartell, Socialist Workers Party Fandl—
date for President of the N. Y. City Co.unc11 was
chairman of my N. Y. meeting. In Phﬂad'elphm
I had another city council candidate for chairman,
Clyde Turner, our young candidate from the 5th

On Tour for Socialism

By Myra Tanner Weiss

Albizu

district. In both cities the comrades arey busy
with election campaign work. I should have liked
to stay a while and ‘'see them in action.

While in Philadelphia last Sunday I had an
inspiring talk with a woman comrade who had
just feturhed from a five-week stay in the hos-
pital. She has been very ill, but that didn’t inter-
fere with her fighting spirit. She told me of her
struggle against race prejudice among the pa-
tients. As she put it: “The class struggle is every-
where.” She couldn’t be silent when one of the
_patients éxpressed her prejudice against a Japan-
ese doctor. Everyone in the ward got some in-
struction on décent human relations. She explain-
ed that medical science, in its efforts to prolong
their lives, was the fruit of the work of people
of all races and nationalities. If medical science
could cure them, she said, they owed a debt to the
scientists of the whole wokld. ~ :

Tt’s painful to see such fighters confined even
temporarily by illness. But perhaps Goldie can
share my tour to some extent if I send her a card
from each of my stops. I hope news from all the
branches will help her recover more quickly.

Akron Cereal Strikers Firm on Pay Issue

-

ously, a picket captain down by

visory employees must clear

By Lou Cooper
 AKRON, Sept. 17 — Rejecting
the company offer of a 9 cent an
hour wage increase, 700 produc-
i tion workers of Quaker Oats,
cereal and feed manufacturers,
are striking to “achieve the recent
. area pattern of wage increases,”
 Jasper Clemente, President of
‘local union No. 268 (CIO Cereal
and Brewery Workers) told the
“Militant” reporter in an inter-
view at strike headquarters.
- «Akron workers all buy in the
same stores,” he told me. Previ-

the plant had informed me that
“we refuse to go under the scale”
on ‘wiage increases in Akron
rubber plants this year. (Rubber
workers have received a 13 cent
increase during - the last two
months, subject to the approval
of the Wage ‘Stabilization Board.)

Active rank and file participa-
tion is evidenced around strike
headquarters in the “Moose”
building, and many strikers, off
picket :iuty, hang around in alert

groups near the plant. All super-

through the union hall, indicating
that the cereal workers are
imitating the rubber workers in
more ways than wage demands.

In sketching the background of
the wunion’s development, Cle-
mente particularly stressed the
equality of job opportunities in

the plant, based on the union’s

seniority sgstem. “There is no
discrimination against Negro
workers,” the local President
answered in reply to my question

on the subject.
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earlier this summer.

New F lood Threat‘ |

Flood spectators stand on levy at Kansas river in menaced
area, Kansas City, Kansas. These workers face loss,of jobs for
second time. The men are workers in a plant which was inundated

While billions are spent for war, flood control remains some-
thing politicians only talk about.

Cicero Grand Jury Indicts

Victims of Jim Crow Riot

CHICAGO, Sept. 19: Yes

By Marvel Scholl

terday a Cook County Grand Jury handed down

indictments against the victims of the Cicero riots last July.
According to the Grand Jury, to sell or rent Cicero property to a Negro

is “conspiracy to injure property,” ®

“conspiracy to injure the finan-
cial value of real estate in the
vicinity” and “inciting to riot.”

However, it is legal to pass
out inflamatory, anti-Negro liter-
ature, and it 'is legal to burn,
wreck and destroy property
belonging to a Negro.

It is only illegal to have a
black skin in the city of Cicero,
county of Cook, Illinois.

| GEORGE C. LEIGHTON

Foremost among the victims of
the conspiracy indictment are

Puerto Rico has a witch-hunt
of its own. The targets of ‘the
reign of terror there are not
“Reds” but Puerto Rican Na-

tionalists. The law under which
they are being persecuted is
known as Insular- Law No. 53,
referred -to locally as the “Gag
Law”  which in certain respects
goes beyond-the notorious Smith
“Gag” Act under which civil
liberties are-being destroyed here.
: Hundreds have been jailed and
convicted under this “Law No.
53.” Among them is Ruth Mary
Reynolds, ~a - native of South
Dakota, a confirmed pacifist who
is sympathetic to the liberation-
ist struggle of the Puerto Ricans,
but was never a member of the
Nationalist Party.

SIX YEAR SENTENCE

Arrested last fall and kept in
3ail for 10 months, Ruth Reynolds
was:. placed on trial in the San
Juan . District Court on Aug. 17,
1951 and sentenced on Sept. 7 to
two to six yearsg at hard labor in
the island penitentiary.

The chafge against her, as
against soime 400 other cases
similar to hers, is that of “con-
¢iring to overthrow the govern-
ment by force and violence.” To
convict this confirmed pacifist, the
porsecution cited against her two
“overt acts.” One was that she
took an oath at a public meeting
in"1950 to.support the Nationalist
stand for independence; and the
second that she took part in
carrying arms and explosives in
2 car to the participants of the
revolt of October 30, 1950,

THE OATH

The jury threw out the second
charge, but brought in the verdict
of guilty on the first. At the Dec.
1949 meeting in question in which
some 500 participated, Pedro
Campos, leader of the

Puerto Rican Nationalists, ad-
ministered the following ‘“oath”:

“Stand ‘up, all those who are
Nationalists, true Nationalists,
those who are ready to give their
lives and fortunes to the defense
of our cause, the cause that should
continue ‘over the bones of Albizu
Campos.”

While Ruth . Reynolds denied
membership in. the. Nationalist
Farty, she did not deny that she
together with .about 800. others
stood up and raised lief hand on
the occasion. None of the other
participants at the gathering have
been prosecuted. . Nor was the
author of the “odth,” Campos
himself, ever charged with the
commission of this “erime.”

The trial of Ruth ‘Reynolds
took place in an atmosphere of
intimidation. When her defense
lawyer arrived at the scene he
found troops stationed two blocks
from the court. All those who
entered or left the premisés were
scarched by the police. :

PROFESSIONAL JURORS

The jurors were selected from
among a group of professionals, a
selected panel of 300 who rotate
this duty as their means of
livelihood. Two of the jurors are
reported to have conferred with
the District Attorney immediately
prior to the jury’s reaching its
‘verdict. -

Ruth Reynolds originally came
to Puerto Rico in the fall of 1948,
as a member of the Fellowship of
Reconciliation, to investigate the
student strike that took .place
there at the time, and remained
on the island since, Her presence
has apparently irked the author-
ities. Among the atrocities per-
petrated by American authorities,
she reports in a letter written to
friends in June 1951 is “that 31
distinct and separate persons have
been given life sentences for the

killing of one policeman” in con-

PHILA. Sept. 16 Myra
Tanner Weiss, on the fourth stop
of her national tour, spoke here
last night on “The Lessons of the
Korean War and the Outlook for
the American People.” This meet-
ing gave workers in the Fifth
District, where the Socialist
Workers Party is running Mrs.
Clyde Turner for Councilman, an
opportunity to meet a nationslly
prominent spokesman for fthe
Socialist Workers Party.

Comrade Weiss presented the
party’s position on the vital ques-
tion of the present world con-
flict and' the role which the
American workers must play in
rescuing society from the blind
alley into which capitalism has
led it.

Comrade Weiss was introduced:
to the audience by Mrs. Turner,
the S.WLP. candidate. Pointing
out the warm regard with which
Myra was held by all her com-
rades, Mrs. Turner went on to
acclaim her a true Socialist cam-
paigner in the best sense of the
word.

WHO IS AGGRESSOR?

Opening her remarks by posing
the question “Who is the aggres-
sor in Korea today?” Mrs. Weiss
reviewed the developments in the
world situation since the end of
World War II. “The Korean peo-
ple,” declared the speaker,.“are
engaged in a war to liberate their
nation from the bondage in which

MYRA TANNER WEISS BLASTS
KOREA WAR IN PHILA. SPEECH

Potsdam. The only aggressor in
Korea today is the American
army! Who wants to kill these
brave people, struggling only for
“their independence ?” she asked.
“Certainly “not the American
workers.” The applause which
greeted this remark demonstrated
the wholehearted agreement of
.the .audience.

Once again, when Mrs. Weiss
spoke about the upsurge of the

masses of Chinese workers and

peasants, and the wave of liberat-
ing struggles which had risen in
both  farm and willage, the
audience applauded the speaker’s
condemnation of the attempt on
the part of Wall St. and Wash-
ington to saddle the Chinese peo-
ple with the regime of Chiang
Kai-ghek. s

GROWING DISSATISFACTION

The growing dissatisfaction of
the American people, too, con-
tinued Comrade Weiss, has slowed
down, the war drive of Big Busi-
ress. “We may be sure,” she con-
cluded, “that capitalism will ‘not
be permitted to continue un-
hampered its headlong drive
which can end only in misery,
fear and poverty for the great
mass of the people.”

Following a lively question and
discussion period, the meeting
adjourned to a social, during

which' Mrs. Weiss was able .to
meet and discuss further with

it has been placed by Yalta and

those who had attended the meet-
ing.

The Ruth Reynolds Case,
A Puerto Rican Outrage

nection - with the Nationalist
“uprising”- of the year before.
Another woman was sentenced
to life on assassination charges
“when all the evidence brought
against her was that she cooked
in her home for her husband, her
sons and their friends. ..” )
Prior to being brought on trial
Ruth Reynolds received a “sug-
gestion” to the effect “that I
agree, to,leave Puerto Rico, live
on the western side of the
Mississippi River, and keep my
mouth shut forever. I have known

ment would be tickled to death to
settle the problem that way. For
that the services of no lawyer
are required, but only a lack of
a sense of dignity and respon-
sibility and self-respect.”

COMRAD LYNN

Corrad Lynn, a noted .civil
liberties and constitutional lawyer
who “heads the Ruth Reynolds
defense, has announced that the
case will be immediately appeal-
ed to the Puerto Rican Supreme
Court; and then, if-wnecessary,
will be carried to the federal
courts up to the Supreme Court
in this country.

“The necessity of winning the
appeal in this case as a dam
against fatal encroachments upon
the civil liberties not only of
Puerto Ricans, but of all Amer-
ican should be apparent to us
all,” states a leaflet issued by
the Ruth Reynolds Defense Com-
mittee.

Several thousand dollars are
vequired for immediate needs.
The treasurer of the Committee
is Julius® Eichel, 769 St. Marks
Ave., Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

Barbaria Speaks
To Union; Recalls
Debs Traditions

SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 15 —
Frank Barbaria, the Socialist
Workers Party candidate for
Mayor in the San Francisco city
elections, spoke before the Struc-
tural Iron Workers Union, the
Marble Workers Union, and Car-
penters Local 2164 last night.

Barbaria explained “The So-
cialist Workers. Party carries on
in the tradition of that famous
socialist, Eugene Debs, whom
many of you no doubt remember.
We have analyzed . the develop-
ment of capitalism and some time
ago came to the conclusion that
it has reached its last stages of
decay and can exist only by
creating wars or depression.” The
union members were very in-
terested in the analysis of the
plight of capitalism.

WITHDPRAW TROOPS

Barbaria called for the with-
drawal of American troops from
Korea now. “It is time to call a
halt to Wall Street’s use of Amer-
ican boys to open up new markets
for themselves. Let the Asian
people decide their own fate.” He
then gave a brief outline of the
tasks of the union m8vement —
the increasing need to get into
politits as an independent force
through formation of a labor
party, and also the great future
for the workers and farmers of
America in a socialist society of
production for use.

One of the union chairmen
remarked “You have some good
ideas there but it seems to me

you're about 50 years ahead of
time.” :

since ‘February that the govern-

George C. Leighton, attorney for
Harvey (Clarke, who was the
target of the mob; and George C.
Adams and Charles Edwards who
represent the trust which rented
the Cicero apartment to the
Clarkes. )

A fourth vietim is Camille De-
Rose who sold the building at
6019 W. 19th St. Cicero to its
present Negro owners. ‘

Also. included in the conspiracy
indiectment is Norman Silverman
who is charged with “passing out
leaflets bearing the name of the
Communist Party of Illinois,” in
an obvious attempt to red-bait
the Negro vietims.

Chief Erwin Konowsky, head of
the mob - abetting Cicero police,
was let off with a light charge
of “misconduct.”

A no-bill was returned in the
case of the notorious Joseph
Beauharnis, head of the White
Circle League, who openly dis-
tributed inflammatory, anti-Negro
literature and participated in the
riot. No-bills were also returned
m the case of all 117 rioters
arrested at the scene, and in the
case of all Cicero officials ex-
cept Konowsky. :

It is not only the wast Negro
population of Cook County which
is shaking its collective head in
amazed disbelief and anger this
morning. The complacency with
which Chicago liberals had await-
ed the Grand Jury findings has

do this.” But they have. And the
time for vigorous counter-action
has arrived. :

The National Association for
the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple has taken the lead in defend-
ing the Negro victims sincké the
rioting began. In a telephone
conversation with an NAACP of-
ficial this morning, this reportér
was told, “We are in close contact
with the American Civil Liberties
Union and all other organizations
affiliated with the NAACP. An-
nouncements of protest meetings,
legal action and other plans will
be forthcoming soon.” :

So far the NAACP has placed
full reliance on the courts and
cther official bodies. The stab in
the back by the Grand Jury shows
that the Negro people cannot
depend on legal enforcement of
their rights by Jim Crow poli-
ticians. B

The capitalist politicians under-
stand only one language — mass
pressure. To speak to them in
this language it is necessary. to
take action along the following
lines: -
Organize a mass protest picket
line around the County Building.

Demand that the union officials
take the initiative in mobilizing
the support of the labor ‘move-
ment in defense of Negro rights.

Organize a broadly represen«
tative defense committee in sup-
port of the victims of the Grand

changed to a dazed “They can’t

Jury.

Discrimination is not a

condescension,

developed in this

weak by it.

The Negro Struggle ,
Don't Keep Quiet,
Fight Back!

By Jean Blake

rimin private, personal matter. Too often Ne-
groes raised in segregated America’ daily

get so conditioned to the daily

co ‘ s h}lllmilia’gi’on ?nd discrimination of the Jim Crow sta-
s quo, and the hypocrisy of the official “libe justice ”
that they develop a.fatalistic attitude o retor Al
bring their grievances to the public.
of acts of violence like police brutality, they often figure, “What's
the use of protesting? Nothing will come of it.” ’

] But discrimination beécause of color is not an individual matter.
It is not directed against a man because of his purely personal
chfzr.act.eristic.s. In America Jim Crow is an institution. It has its
origin in slavery and the historical conditions in which capitalism

_ country. It affects everyone — the ruling class
which benefits by it, the Negroes who suffer most directly from-
it, and the working class as a whole, which is kept divided and

toward it. They hesitate td
Even when they are victims

That is why an individual victim of Jim Crow shouldn’t crawl

inf;o a hole like an injured animal to suffer alone. And he can’t
win ]?y grifting his teeth and trying to fight it out alone. He's
fighting an institution, with the full power of American ciistom
tradition and, what’s more decisive, police force and violence be:
hind it. ‘ ’

. The thing to do is yell — yell like hell! Go to the Negro press,
to the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, -
to the unions, to anyone who will listen, and get help.

Keeping Quiet Doesn’t Help

It isn’t only Haile Selassie’s grandson, mobbed in Stockliolm
recently, or a Negro lawyer blackjacked by a cop in North Carolina
l?.st week, or a Paul Robeson in Peekskill, N. Y. who can win p’ub-A
lic supporteand sympathy. There were also the Scottsboro boys,
Harvey Clark in Cicero and Lt. Leon Gilbert sentenced to death by
.an army court-martial in Korea. But none of these victims of in-
justice would have received much help if they had kept quiet about
their wrongs, or waited patiently for the “American creed” or ahy
other noble abstractions to win out.

Some mealy-mouthed Judas usually appears to advise victims
of Jim Crow to “take it easy, keep it quiet,” to rely on “influential
people” or the “process of education.”

But the experience of the Negro struggle demonstrates again
and again that “influential people” don’t do anything about Jim
Crow until there is a public howl, a mass protest, an indication
that if they don’t do something about it, the people will. -

The “process of education” plays a part in the struggle, it’s
true, but the process doesn’t work by itself to protect you from
trigger-happy cops or mobs Hopped-up with white supremacy.

You have to yell loud enough for the NAACP, and white work-
ers who don’t go for anti-Negro violence, and the colonial peoples
to hear you.. ie ' !

Public Protest Best Education

Education is important, but the most effective kind of educa-
tion is public protest. More people are “educated” to the truth about
the existence of discrimination and the need to do something about
it that way than through any amount of sociological “treatises on
the subject. More white workers learned about the evils of Jim
Crow in these United States from the publicity about Cicero, V_and
from Harvey Clark’s protest than from what their teachers taught
them in school. ‘ C

. The Thomas Deweys, the respectable labor leaders and Negroes
seeking government careers selling American democracy to the
world usually point with horror to the communist bogey-man to
silence protests. They tell you to keep quiet, you sound like a com-
munist; or, the communists will hear you. (Just as the Communist
Party during World War II used to say keep quiet or the fascists
will hear you and use your protests for their own propaganda pur-
poses.) ) )

But the answer to such people is: “That’s just fine. I hope
they do hear me. If you don’t want them to exploit American Jim
Crow for their own purposes, then do somethinig about it, because
I’m_going to protest as long as there is anything to protest about.
I’m going to tell the world about every bit of discrimination, segres

gation, brutality and humiliation. — If you don’t want me to yell,
stop hitting me. Yes sir, I'm going to yell like hell!” :
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