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vhlic Protests

~ Mounting Against
FBI Lawbreaking

By George Breitman

The FBI's violations of
chev case are so flagrant and
net member has called for the
high' . government official. has
asked for a congressional in-
vestigation, a U. S. Senator has
announced that he is considering
an inquiry by the Judiciary Com-
mittee; and the U. S. Attorney
General has found it necessary to
explain publicly that he has “re-
viewed” the situation but does
not m‘rend to do dnythmg about
it.
© As last week’s Militant report-
ed in detail, the pre-trial hearing
in "New York on the Coplon-
Gubitchev case has revealed three
scandalous practices by the FBI,
all-of them in violation of specific
Wire-
tapping. 2. Usc of leads obtained
through wiretapping as evidence
introduced by the government af
the - first: Coplon trial in Wash-
ington last spring. 3. Perjury by
FBI' agents who swore at that
trial that' they had “no knowl-

edge” of wiretapping in ’ the
Coplon case although some of
them have since admitted that}|

they not only knew about it but
helped to- get it and used it.
When the evidence about these

.erimes began to pile up in the

New - York court. where Judge
Sylvester ‘Ryan had permitted
defense counsel to ask questions
about them, it was revealed.that

‘the “F'BL had not only planted ¢

mlcrophone in Miss Coplons of-

HAROLD L. ICKES

the law in the Coplon-Gublt-

shocking that a former Cabi- |

abolition of the FBI, a,former

ice and tapped her wire- before
aer

versations with her lawyer after
arrest,

This violation of the “privileg-
ed”’ relationship between lawyer
and cl'ent so outraged Harold L.
Ickes, former Secretary of the
Intevior, that he wrote an article
in the New Republic calling on
ihe American people “to abolish
the FPI if nothing short of that

(See article below.)

James Lawrence Fly, ex-chair-
man of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, and an official
of the American Civil Liberties
Union, sent the Washington Post
a letter saying that the Justice
Department was flouting the laws
it was supposed to enforce by
indulging in wiretapping. This
practice, he charged, was clearly
contrary to the intent of the Fed-
eral Communications Act and a
grave threat to American liber-
iles. He urged a congresslonal
nvestlgation

A few days earlier Senator Wil-
liam Langer (R, N.D.)said that
as. a2 member of the Senate
Tudiciary Committee he was giv-
ing thought to the request he had
weceived for an investigation of
¥BI w1retappmg by that com-
mittee.

The view of the ~Tiferal press
wasg expressed in an editorial in
the Jan. 6 N. Y. Post, which
pitated: “We cannot imagine a
more loathsome weapon of law-
snforcement than eavesdropping
‘on the dialogue of lawyer and

Jefendant — whoever they may
he, whatever the alleged crime.
1t quotes J. Edgar Hoover’s

hynoeritical remark in the George
Washington University bulletin
thai, “The well-trained police of-
ﬁcel, schooled in the democratic
tradition, respeects the civil rights
of the accused and, observes the
rules of fair play and decency.”

"The Pest hopes this article will
be made “compulsory reading at
the FB]” and wishes “J. Edgar

(Continued on page 3)

ICKES URGES AMERICAN

PEOPLE TO ABOLISH FBI

“If the FBI 80 dlsregards Iegal propriety — to say

nothing of common decency

— as to tap telephone wires

in order to hear what a. lawyer and a client may say to

cach cther, then it is time for a

‘ frae people who never have and,

‘inay be hoped, never will,
tolem e a secret police, to abolish
the I*BI if nothing short of that
will keep it within proper bounds,”
writes ex - Secretary of the In-
terior Harold L. Ickes in the Jan.
9 New Republic.

Tekes expresses great shock to
learn that FBI agents tapped

/phone conversations between

Judith Coplon and her lawyer,
Archibald Palmer: “This was a
treacherous and cowardly blow at
the lberties we hold so dear:

' Neither Hitler, nor Mussolini, nor

Franco, nor the Soviet Polxtburo,
has .¢ver sunk lower.

“The relationship between
client and lawyer is highly privi-
leged,” he continues, “Only the
confeskional is more sacred. .
The. FBI has no more right to
intercept a conversation between
a lawyer and his client, like a
sneak thief, than it would have
to hide a dictograph in a con-
fessional. Such debased behavior
is even worse than the third
degrec in which policemen some-
times indulge te force the ad-
mission of a crime.”

Taking note of the defense
.counzel’s charge that the FBI

had 81 agents on her trial and of

the. government’s. reply that it
had “only” 40, .Ickes observes:
“Fiveun ,if the lower figure is cor-

rect, it will be seen that, quite

aside from the ethics and morals
involved,

./FBI alone

it has cost the tax-
. payers a pretty penny to pay for
"~ the ¥BI’s cynical breach of the

-
Jaw und disregard of
concept of human decency.”

Even the FBI’s “proud record”
at gang-busting, he declares,
“cannot serve as justification of
the RBureauw’s ‘Peeping Tomism’
and door-crack listening in order
te pick up envious or malicious
gossip (o be used against gov-
ernment employees and others
who are denied their constitu-
tional right to defend them-
selves. Nor will it excuse the
offenses that have been brought
to light in the Coplon case.”

“BANGEROUS IMMUNITY”
“In the circumstances,” he con-
cludes, “it is proper to recall that,
whercas every other police of-
ficial of high or low degree is
responsible to someone else, thé
seems © to  have a
immunity from re-
sponsibility to some = higher
authority. Even the President
must account to the people for
nis acts every four years — and
in between times to Congress.
“Ng group, especially one set
up with the sanction of law,
should he allowed to operate as
a Mafia. It is undemocratic and
dangerous for one man, whoever
he may be, to have such powers
as J. Edgar Hoover has arrogated
to himself. . . The federal law
forbids wiretapping, yet on Feb. 2.
1949, Mr. Hoover, in. effect said
that the FBI is above the law.
The late Justice Oliver Wendell

every

dangerous

ty business.’
dirtier.”

‘arrest, but that its -agents|
had even listened in-on her con-|.

will keep it within proper bounds.”-

.against him allege that he is:'a

.Holmes called wiretapping ‘a dir-
Today it is even

CERR ShG

Pic in the Sky

Re ects

Party has flquted the Com nform o
diectives . for ;a purge of’
leadership’ and. has instead ex-
1 pelled one -of -the leaders-who.
publicly  backed the Comirform.
The: chief "target of .Cominform
attack is the Japanese CP leader
Sanzo Nosaka. The ' charges

“deceiver of the: Japanese peo-
ple” who maintains  that Japan
“con attain Socialism under  the
occupation rule” of the U. 8.
Nosaka is also denounced -for
claiming that he has achleved
“the naturalization of Marxmm-
Lerinism on Japanese soil.” Other‘
unnamed Japanése leaders . are
coupled in these attacks with
Nosaka.

The Cominform. charges l'lave
rece.ved the backing of the Mos-
cow Pravda, Stalin’s personal
Russian daily, which has denounc-
ed Nosaka as ‘‘anti-democratic,”
“anti-socialistic,” and “anti-Jap-
anese.” These charges and attacks
are reminiscent of the tone of the
Cominform’s  original 'denuncia-
tions of the Yugoslav CP ‘leader-
ship.

Nosaka is said to have issued
no public reply as yet to the
attacks against him, amounting
to orders for his immediate purge.
Tnstead he - has acted to purge
Cominform supporters.

According  to an  Associated
Press dispatch from Tokyo, Jan.
10, this counter-purge has struck
Ko Nakanishi, a veteran Japanese
Stalinist, who is a member of the

Jaanese

its |-

Japanese Par hament

Order for Purge

Revolt agamst ‘the arbltrary domination of the Krem-
lin which flared in Yugoslavm twenty months ago has now
spread to the. Far 'East where: the Japanese Communist

Nakanishi reportedly. s1ded w1th
the Cominform immediately. upon
the publication of its attack on
Nosaka. “The . Cominform- critic-
ism of our party this time is fully |
warranted,” he declared, adding
that this “criticism” offered thc
Japanese CP “‘the best chance ic
strengthen itself” and to effect],
an “over-all change in the Com-
muist front.”.

He was expelled by the deqwlonl

of the party’s contrel Commission
for “disruption.” There has been
no official ‘comiment by the " Iap
anese CP . on . the Commfmrn:
attacks, . il

Nosaka’s name' “has ,een fre-
quently linked in-the press with.|
that of Mao Tse-tung,leader of.

the Chinese Stalinists' who is now }/

in.Moscow -negotiating a tredty
of “amity and friepndship.” Dur-
ing the war Nosaka was with
Msg Tse-tung in North China, the
eentral base of the peasant guer-

rilla afm’es who later crushed’

Chiang Kai-shek.

If the préss reports are cor-
rect, the Japanese leaders headed
by Nosaka have by their actions
broken irrevocably - with the
Kremlin ‘and will presently be
attacked much in the same way
as have been the Yugoslav
dissidents. At all ‘events, the
developments * in Japan cannot
fail - to greatly intensify the in-
ternational crisis of Stalinism
touched off by the Yugoslav
rebellion.

»'p;roposes. to ‘introdue

| tignalizatioiy e ;
J 'I‘heuj chief wéapon in the cam-|-

|Bitter Gampalgn 5

~|Expected in New
|British Elections

"T‘T_he new elections in Britair
have been. officially fixed for Feb
23. The Labor Party leaders have
apparently decided that they can
net afford to wait any longer
This leaves approximately six
weeks for a - campaign tha’
promises to be  more bitterly
fourht. and demagogic (on botr
sides) than the previous-election,
five vears ago, which swept the
Lahorites into power.. &
*From the -standpoint of pro-
gram there is far less: difference
belween the opposing  sides thar
appears from -the' hlghly colores
dispatches carried nethe Amer-
i¢an- press. The ! 0

T Y
Proposes.

‘palgn will be: sacrlﬁces and suf-
ferings
‘unier the'-Laborites. .to preserve
bankrupt British * capitalism and
the -natural resentment and dis-

-content aimong. the workers."

The coal 'miners have flatly
rejected the government wape-
freeze in the face of 'rising liv-
ing costs resulting from the
recent devaluation of the pound.
The "engineers, railwaymen an?
electrical workers are other big
unions  expected to take @
similar stand. This mass dis-
content is even more serious for
the Laborites to combat than are
their Tory opponents.

The odds still favor a return
of the Laborites to office but by
a unarrower margin than
time. ‘

last

mposed on the masses |

Truman Asks
More for War
_In New Budget

commerce,”

-

wars. as

BUDGET HIDES MANY WAR
- COSTS UNDER OTHER TITLES

. You need persistence. and a sharp eye to find the innumer-
eble hidden war costs buried under misleading titles in Tru-
man’s budget. The listing of atomic-bomb development (817-
million) under “natural resources,” subtitle “atomic energy,”
is but one example, and the easiest to trace.

There’s another sizeable item, under “transportation and
that strictly speaking should be listed under war
preparations.. That’s “promotion of the merchant marine” —
which means federal subsidization of the shipping interests
to the tune of $222-million. As Truman explained it, “Our na-
tional security.requires an efficient nucleus of merchant ship-
ping and shipbuilding adequate to permit such expansion as
may be 1equned by a future emergency” — meaning war.
’ You'll find $563-million for the Army Corps of Engineers
listed . under: “land and water resources” and $20-million for
the Department of the Navy under “mineral resources.”

A total of -$64-million is allocated for the 1mprovement
and expansxon of roads, railroads and communications in- Alas-
ka, which is just across from Siberia. And there’s a émall item

~ of $4-million; listed under “general government,” ? for the ad-
ministration of the Pacifie island possesswnsl like Guam and

Amencan Samoa, which’ are nothing but - military bases.

“Also” under “general ‘government” are.siuch costs of past |

“cemeterial program (Artiy and American Battle -
W Monuments Commission)” - $21-million; and for the’ selectxon
of an Unknown Soldier of World War IT and

Arlmgton Natlonal Cemetery — $1-m11hon

.eptombing him in

sh“meful' conduct ‘of -its efﬁcers,

emned the Transit Union and
wfficers for striking and
aad supporbed the stmkebreakmg
tacties of Democratxc - Mayor
Burké.

whom' they “hepe to run against
Senator Taft, That is the reason
for their traitorous actions. They

ever, Other

Umton., .

The day after the end -of the
mceting officially announced soli-
and denounced. the use of the in-

junction to break the str'ke. The
ClO) resolution said ~in part:

strike are advocating a form of
slavery. . .”” It likewise condemned

By Joseph Keller

.Prehing for a vital spot in the

miners on Jan. 9 began striking
at the “captive” pits of ‘the major
steel companies which have bheen
the main hold-outs in' the seven-\
month battle of the United Mine
Workers for a new and lmproved
contract.

In spite of their magnificent
solidarity and militanéy,  the
mwiners have so far failed to make
any = significant breach. - in the
operators’ line. They are now con-.
centrating pressure on ‘the steel
companies, which are operating

thev can force a settlement be-

mine owners’ solid front, the coal:

at clore to capacity, in-/the hope |

fore their depleted resources
reach exhaustion. i e )
The long  struggle ' appears

owners,

crushmg defeat on the coal

miners,

‘|Democratic majority leader

now face a two-pronged threat
of court action — a federal in-
junction and ruinous. damage
suits. B

Last week all sections of the
industry joined with the South-
ern operators in petitioning” Tru-
man's National Labor Relations
Board to invoke a Taft-Hartley

mjunction to halt the miners’
three-day week and to forbid ac-
tion — including strike’ — that

the \'LRB says is intended ir
enforce “unfair labor pract'ces.”
At this- writing, the NLRB i¢
“studying” the issue.

PRESSURE MOUNTING

From all sections of Congress,
including his own supporters l'ke
Sen-

‘ator Scott Lucas and Senator A.

headed for a showdown. The mine | Willis
backed by the whole pressure is being brought to bear
capitalist class and government ‘on. Truman to intervene against
are plainly seeking to impose' » ]Lhe miners. He can do this under

Robertson of Virginia,

cover of his hand-picked- NLRB
and avoid the direct presidential

Since the first of the yeai, uhe|act on required in mvokmg the
offensive agamst the miners' has|
hecn mounting in intensity: They

“national emergeney” clause of

the: T-H Law.

Meanwhile, eight large Obhio
coal companies have brought suit
againstt the UMW for $8,000,000
“double damages under an old
state law forbidding - any group
or association from “Interfering”
with the production of any com-
modity. This law was originally
degigned” to halt price - fixing,
préduction)  quotas  and - other
monopoly pmctlces of the cor-
porations.

The " ‘“Hate - Lewis” mob has
scented blood. They are evidently
convinced the time is ripe to
break the UMW as an effective
fighting union. Washington cor-
respondent Louis Stark points
out in the Jan. 8 N. Y. Times
that federal officials and mine

the 1927 struggle, when the
deciine in the coal industry and
the failure of. Lewis’ strategy to
crack the companies’ front re-
sulted in a terrible defeat from
which the UMW did not recover
for almost a decade.

Today the entire Big Bus'ness
clags has a greater incentive than

ever to smash the miners. The

operators are hopefully recalling |

Coal Miners Need Aid of All Labor

corporations have never
dustrial un’on movement that has

grown up in the past 15 years

the miners who were the greatest
source of strength to the early
Cl10. And today the miners are
the most aggressive union in the
country.

MleRS PIOVEERED

Time and again in the past
decade the miners have pioneered
far-resching demands, like :com-
pany-financed pensions, which
have inspired the struggles of
other sections of labor. T'me and
again their militant methods have

rest of labor to action.
all, the miners have relied on

the government for their gains.

have cleared the main road-
bleck to a direct offensive against
the other industrial unions, whese
leaders are weak, ~yielding and

(Continued on page 4)

STRIKEBREAKING
HGHT IN ClEVElA

Q‘-eue‘mr'y William Finegan: ‘and:
‘esident “Jack Burns; who  had |

The CFL leaders wa.nted o
cover up for strikebreaker Burke,

have not gone unchallenged, how-
segments ‘of ‘the
Cleveland labor movement rallied |
to the defense of the Translt,

strike the Cleveland CIO Counml"

darity with the transit workers:

“Those who say that public em-’
ployees can not have the right to:

madc'
their peace with the mighty. in- |

They recall that it was Lewis and |

won gains that have spurred the’
Above

their own strength rather than or|

The employing class knows that,
if it can smash the miners it will

”STIRS
D' AFL

CL -VELAND Jan. 9l Repercussmns of the recent
are still being felt in labor and political cir-
teles here. A sharp fight has developed inthe Cleveland

Federatlon of ""Labor over the o

Mayor. Burkc for his threatened
use of str. kebreakers,

CI() DISCUSSION

Durmg CIO ‘meeting’s
dxwu\sxon, one delegate remarked
it was fortunate that Burke re-
vealed himself before they sup-
poried him for Senator. The role
of the PAC in its support of

Demoeratic polltlclans ‘was:, dis-

cussed at some. length. ' Several
delegat 'es_ pointed to this: strike
ag prc.of of the: need for a Labor

Party.

The next day Cleveland AFL

Secletary Finegan attacked the

CIQ. for supportmg the transit
stnkn “WIthout ‘knowing  the
facts.” At the Federatmn -theet-
ing the follow ng week, Finegan
in a 45-minute speech, alibied hi-
strikebreaking actions and launch

ed a bitter personal attack agains’

Thomas Meaney, leader of the
4200-member. local of the AFT

Amalgamated  Assoc’ation  of
Street,  Electric -Railway and
Mctor Coach - Employees, the

union that had been on strike.
Tt was difficult at times to tel’
whether - Finegan ' was. a labor

| leader or a torch-bearer for the

mayor. He slandered strike
lezder Meaney as a man whe
couldi’t  keep his  word, bu*
elaimed scab—herder Mavor Burke
had always been a “friend of
labor” and obviously alwavs
would be. Finegan summed up his
own actions in one whining sen-
tence: “I have to live with the
Burke administration.” We have
come to exvect opportun’sm from
the labor bureaucrats, but rarely
has crass opportunism been so
openly flaunted.

DEBATE IN AFL

Meaney answered Finegan and
asked the  delegates to take no
action. until they had heard the

Transit Union’s side, He excori-
‘ated the Mayor and defended the

union, pointing out that h’s unior
was democratic as well nas
autonomous. After Meaney spoke.
supporters for both points »f
view took the floor and engaged
in a heated discussion for three
hours. What followed after that
confused all the delegates nnd
disgusted many.

" The minutes of the Board o’
Bus'ness Agents were 1ead These
included ~ a- recommendation to

(Continuea on page 2)

J Truman’s

| crease for the army, navy and air

‘Human Needs
Sacrificed to
Militarism .

By Art Preis ‘

More than seven times as’
much for direct war prepara-
tions as for social welfare,
health and security — that’s what
“Fair Deal” program
adds up to in cold dollars, aecord-
ing to his proposed federal budget
for the next fiscal year.

Direct military expenditures,
“cold war” foreign aid and the
atom bomb total $19,173,000,000
(that’s billions) — or about 47%
of the whole budget of $42,438,+
757,406. Social welfare, health
and security get only 6% — or
$2,713,000,000._ .

Truman’ s ‘promised military

“economy” turns out to be an in-

Porce.” These will get $13,544. 000,
000, or $397-million more than in
this year’s budget. Development
of bigger and better atom bombs

— - listed under the non-military
1tein, “natural resources not pris -
marily agriculturé” -~ will cost =
the American:people $817. mllhon
next year compared to $673 mil-
lion this year.

FOREIGN ARMS

Only the item “international af-
fairs and finances” shows a re-
duction, from $5,964,000,000 to
$4,711,000,000. This is mainly a
proposed cut in spending for “in-
ternational recovery and relief.”
But “foreign military assistance”
— arms for war against the So- “

" $356-million to $645-million.

viet Union and to slaughter re-
bellious workers and colonial peo-
ples — gets an' increase from.

Added to the cost of preparing.
for future war is the cost of the .
-past war. -This mcludes veterans .
benefits aitd in ; '
tional: debt.
‘be slashed  $§ i
079,000,000. 'The: ‘capitallsts will-
collect $5,625 000,000 in interest -
on blood-money: lent th ‘govern-
ment, which, Trumans budget
‘message explains,” “represents §
predominantly the cost of fmanc- )
ing the last war.” i,

Here and there in the budget
report you can find minute in- 7§
creases proposed for social bene- 3*
fits o¥ for new social legislation.
Most: of the new. measures are :
confidently expected by Truman
not to' be passed by Congress
anyway. . {

SOCIAL APPROPRIATIONS b

Thus, he proposes $250-million
for operation.of a health insur- |
ance fund, $323-million more for !
housing and = $312-million for
.school aid: All three together are
about equal to what will be spent 1
on atom-bomb development — be-

sides which there is little pros-
pect that the Democratic-control-
led Congress will approve them. =
A proposed increased expenditure
of $1,200,000,000 for old-age pen- -
sions will be no gift — it will
come out of a further mcrease in
payroll taxes. -

War, past and planned, w111 co§
the American people 30-billion
dollars, “or about 71 per cent of
the total budget,” Truman admit

And he stresses that this monu-
mental burden of imperialist mil
tarism and war will not abate
the foreseeable future.

“Specifically, the largest ltem
in the budget, national defense
expenditures, is expected to ap-
proximate the 1951 level in the
next few years,” Truman
phasized. This is the real pe
spective of Truman’s “Fair Deal,”
not his glib forecast that éverege '
income will rise $1‘000 per yea
by ]955.




TME MILITANT

"u .

Monday, January; 16, 1950

By Arne Swabeck

- 'The announcement by President

Truman that an atomic explosion
had taken place in the USSR set
into motion a veritable chain
.reaction of conjectures, based on
both reality and fancy. It rever-
berdted on frayed nerves in the

Pentagon. The feud of brass hats |

ant. gold braids over global mili-
tary strategy grew more tense.
Armchair strategists began

- painting horrid pictures of V-2

Rockets, with ranges of thou-
sands  of miles, propelled by
‘atomic power and carrying atom
bomibs .in the heads, equipped
with * proximity fuses and ac-
curate enough to hit a city of
106,000, coming over the Polar
Seai where less radar ‘detection
and': fever ships, or bases, are
capable of intervening. Night-
. marish conjectures appeared of
“such unheard of things as deadly
rdadicictive ray barrages. Dr. Leo
Szilard, an atomic scientist, ac-
tually suggested as a possibility
'a new poison gas, made of
.. neutrsng, that might kill a humar
being within a radius of one
kilometer.

Priorto this anhouncement the
.most zealous adherents of the
senlt of "air power, disciples of
~Pouvhet;’ Mitchell and Seversky.
“had projected the idea of a thirty
day blitz on Russia. It was all to
‘bé .very simple. Seventy major
Russian cities were earmarked
for atomic destruction; this would
resuil in shattering of eivilian
‘mbrale  and paralysis of the
economy, it would be a quick and
Adaiiion’ khoek - out war. The
Unitéd States was'in sole posses-
sion of thé  bomb, zealously
guarding its “secret.”

'SITUATION CHANGES ;
Now - such -tempers are some-
what | cooled off. It is assumed
that Russia -also has the bomb.
Reports now describe her large
fleet of jet ﬁghters, with long
range: jet bombers ™ going . into
‘mass - production. Generally it is
now. conceded that what the
United - States -can ‘do to Russia
. “inatomic warfare, Russia can do
“"to-the -United States.
Assuredly it would. be fatal to
‘harhor. the slightest doubts that
" the Kremlin oligarchy will be just
as ruthless as the Amerlcan im-
perialists. '

of a head start in bomb manu-
facture, size of stockpile, or
. available natural raw materials,
~.do hot bring great comfort to
wilitary. planners. It is known
that there are rich uranium
deposits in the Central Asiatie
_provinces of Russia. Moreover,
there have also been reports that
Soviet " scientists’ have pursued
their studies in the direction of
two ‘atomic mixtures for the
-manufacture of bombs. These are:
uranivm 235 - plus  plutonium,
which is the American - bomb
miteiial, and thorium, which can
alss be’ transmuted mto ﬁssmn-
able madterial;:
i . Efiormous ' resetves’ of thomum-
ar‘e cald to have been dlscovered

A

Hor

: aﬂ'lm;

“Speculations on the advantages )

able.”

master's degree.

The writer of these articles wishes to acknowledge the
collaboration of Comrade Roy Brown, whose assistance in the
presentation of the strictly scientific data has proved invalu-
Roy Brown is an industrial chemist who has attaified
his bachelot’s degreé and is now: contmuihg research» for his

on the mnorthern spurs .of the’
Altai Mountains, The sameé re-
ports affirmi that  thé USSR
possesses the most important
thorium reserves in the world.

NO LETUP ON ARMS

So, American military strateg:
ists seem to be giving renewed
attention to the old maxim  that
wars are lost or won by armies;|
But there is no let-up in preparas«
tions for atomie warfare ‘Advice
for the defense
bombs is given out"
National Sécurity
Board.' For busmese, relocation |
of factories is récommerided —
safety of property in
smaller ‘communities of less than
50,000 population. For the in:
dividual citizen six feet of earth
is described as adequate protec- |
tiori.” But how? Could ' this |9
possibly have reference to the
graveyard?

Although American scientists
predicted a relatively ‘early arrival
of the Russian atom bomb, it

‘a 'amst atom :

than official. public propag'anda
had led people to expect ap-
parently, the world is now-headed
for: an atomic arms race. The
atomic. explosmn in Russm attests
at the same time to the’ high
degree of -~ Sowet technologlcal
development. ;

. A _.couple of examples of what
is required for the production of
atomic fission. material will suf-

fice to illustrate this.

THE NEW ATOMIC AGE
When the Manhattan Engineer-

ing« District, as it was named,

and hationalities.
ending capitalist reaction and

* the brotherhood of mankind.

gnalyses that probe behind the

................................
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establishing socialism, a new

1was called'K-25.+A partial descrip:
tion: of "this 'plant was-given -in

| process

came at least several years sooner |

‘| aconomy,

took cver 59,000 acres: in. Ten-
nessee to build the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory, "erected at
a cost of $500 million; ohe of ‘the
greatest téchnological projeets of:

_Jall time got utider 'wayx The cens
) {tral- part of ° this* huge plant,~
‘|erscted forithe diffusion’ piocess:

of separating uranium 235 from
the slightly heavier uranium 238
Fortutie magazihe as follows: '

U-shaped:: building,
mile long. Inside, uranium hexa-

Tluoride, a gas, is pumped a}-
distance of some “eléven  miles

jthmugh thousands of Poious bar:

riers,” each’' perforatéd ‘by" billfons:
of héies smallef than - two-mil-
lionths of an' inch: Gas molecules
cotfaining U235 move sl ghtly
faster than molecules containing
heavier U-288 ‘and thus find their
way ‘through the barriers slightly
nitré - egsily. Acres . of barriers
weln mass produced by “Houdaille-
Heérshey'  Corp,, thousahds of
riovel  pumps, some whirlifig at
velocities  above the’ speed
sound were. biiift by Allis-Chalm- |
ers,” over 100;000 control "instru-
ments. were promded by Taylor

the: rrodigious operation go: 29
“The second laxgeqt atomic

|fission. matenal plant, the: Han-

ford’ Works, in the state of ‘Wash-
ington, was erected at 'a cost. of
$350  millions. It was ‘the first

| nuclear chemxcal factory in the
I world.” Within this plant, inim-

mensely large “ovens,” Wth
walls  three feet . thick,: atomxc

of . transmuting -U-238
into: plutomum This ' is ealled
the atomic pile, ‘

'The nature and the purpose of
these -‘atomic ™ “fires” - will be

a potontial heat 1ntens1ty of nul-
honq -of  degrees. 5
-Such* are .the descmpti"
but a part of ‘the
nolo«ical and K

age." 'I‘hese examples aree taken,
of ‘course; from the. moet in-
dustrially advanced natxon ‘in, the
world. However the atomie, ex-

indigate a technological develop-f
ment, for this particular pur-

has been described above. Once:
again this brings home an im-

VERIFICATION IN USSR o
During the 32 vears of existenice

out with an extremely - backward
economy, industrialization has un-

| auestionably made great strides.

Comparatlvely, taking into ac-

as - the relatively brief time

| element, these strides overshadow

developments of a similar char-
aefer  in- nations of  eanital'st
“free enterprise.”” Certainly this
hrmgq a- historic verification of
the superiority = of mnationalized
of planned economy
The verifieation comes in spite of
the strangulating influence of the
totalitarian rule of a degenerated

| bureaucraey.

Rugsia’s obta'mng the atom

ibomb has brought a’ greatér

sense of awareness of - the fact’

‘}mt mankind has indeed entered
‘the atomic age.

“The disturbing
and igitating idea of the titanie
and  teri'fying power locked
within the atom has penetrated

.mote and iore deeply” into the

conscionsness of the
everywhere.
Its discovery and further dev-

elonment pose questions directlv

masser

surface of events, if you want

..................

............................................

affecting the fate of mankind
The alternative .of barbarism or
soc’alism becomes more  definite
and more concrete.

In order to abvreciate fullv the
fateful implications of this alter.
native we must attempt to under-
stand all that the layman is

‘permitted to know about: this

terrifying atomic power that was
first . demonstrated- in the ex-
plosion at Hiroshima and is now

heard as an eclio out of - the
Soviet Union; We must atténipt
especially  to understand the
meaning of the atomic age in its

.| present-day social context.

[The second article . in this
series will appear next week.]

C“Heart of K:25 is a glgantm
each . wing]
abolit 400" feet’ wide and half“a’

of

Instrament  Comparijes t6.. make:

“fires” are ‘built as part of - the-

ec:crlbed 1ater. ‘Sufficeit ‘to’ say;
1hers that these “firés” can: gen-
eraté p heat intensity “of hitherto’
unthmkable proportions, - having'

plosion in the Soviet Union would e
: catmfactory explanatlon of his.

pose, vcertamly approaching what:{

portant. - lesson. to the working:
‘| elass. S

of the- Soviet Republic, starting,

count this backward basis as well |

Unem ployment Victim

. George Fisher of San Franeisco is out of work H1s ’w1fe and
youngest child need hospital care. Unable to raise the needed
money, he has ‘offered one of his eyes for sale. Here he poses’
with hfs ‘famlly, Wmting for a customer.

§ that Stahn and - the, Ji{remlm
gang ‘represent qocmhsm, *the;
‘secotid is that the rulers of. Amer-
ica represent democraey. We must
nail’ these two hee and - spread |3
*he troth”

Dunne spoke her'e i’ thé course:

Jof w two day stop in Yeungstown

as part of “his* currént ‘national
tour. Earlier- in the day he
presented. a’ similar speech oni
“Labcr and Civil - Rights” to a
smaller gathering of steelworkers
who - were prevented by, their
working shift from attending
this' evening’s meeting. Both
meetings were held in the Social-
ist Workers Party hall.

RADIO INTERVIEW

- Drring the afternoon, V. R.
I Dunne was interviewed by the
Program Director of radio station
WBBW. In response to questions,
Comrade’ Dunne outlined the
fundamental causes of the past
world war, the  war ' now in
preparation and “the attacks
‘against civil- liberties, He labelled
the Umt‘d“ [ations as a tool of

\Dunne Hays W:tch-Hunfers
At Meetings in Youngstown

YOUNGSTOWN, Jan. 7 —
big lies of modern times,” Vinecent R. Dunne told a gather-
ing of steelworkers and others here tomght “T,he first heu

“We*must nail the two

')

the American imperialist bloc
‘ahd denounced American capital
ism for inftiating atomic - war-
xale v

. Pulling noé . punches, Comrade
Duxmc gave frank . rephes

3 bpoke of the inestimable
superiority of the productive

revolution ~of 1917, but hé at-
‘tacked the destruction of work-

1ers’ liberties in the Soviet Union

by, the  Stalinist clique and the

~pr\01am of Marxxsm

Schedule*of Durme’s .
Tour on Civil Rights
Ly — Jam. 17,
Worcester — Jan. 18.
New Britain — Jan. 19,
New Haven — Jan. 20.
New York — Jan., 21.
. Philadelphia — Jan, 27-28,

New York — Feb. 3.

acions’. -as  a- .strike leader. A

made and geconded. The question
was  then raised: Did approving
the minutes mean, accepting ‘the
recommendation? ' Burns, ‘chair-
man, ruled yes. A. I. Davay; vice-
president of the Cleveland Federa-
tion ‘and. editor of the Cleveland
Cnnen Federation weekly. paper,
demed this, stating . that- the
recommendation would have to be
‘voted .on separately.

It seemed at that point as
though Burns changed his opinion
and 'ngreed. The minutes were
accepted and discussion began on
suspension. Davey took issue with
the method of discipline, claiming
it didn’t conform to Federation
laws which called for the filing of
charges and a hearing. Numerous
other delegates, including Louis
Friend, secretary of the- ILGWU
Joint Council, agveed  on this
point. Finegan’s backers inter-
‘pretea the issue as otfie of sup-
périing or rejecting the policies
of the CFL officers.

A motion was-then made to
suspend Meaney for ninety days.
It way resoundingly defeated.
Finegan rose and shouted “Thanks
for the slap in the puss.” The
meeting then adjourned. It was
the longest in many years and

motion to:acéept the minutes was|

;*STRII(EBREAKING AOTIQN STIRS
GBNFLIGT H!N GI.E\!ELAND AFL

commendatmn of the Board

| of ‘Buginess Agents ‘had  been

chdllenged= :

WHAT STRIKD ACHIEVED
Tne hewspapers;:the next day
reported that Burns had ruled
that - Meaney - was suspended
What- will - develop® now  is dif-
ficult, to predict. It is to.be hoped
that the Transit Workers in their
justifiable anger against the CFL
leaders take no rash steps by
breaking from the CFL. To do so
at this time would be to admit
defeat . and desert their sup-
porters . inside the Federation,
These supporters, with the Transit
Union, have challenged the
deaden‘ng influence of the bureau-

cracy. This could mark the begin- ]

ning of a new period of militancy
in the Federation in Cleveland.
In the CIO too, the transit strike
has awakened a new fighting
spirit. If they accomplished moth-
ing ¢lse, the transit workers are
owed a vote of thanks for this.
But they did accomplish more

In addition té gaining part of
their demands; they shook" the]:
Transit Board;, challenged ' the’
autocracy of thé management.
The newspapers have quoted the
Transit Board as admitting th-
labor relations were bad 'and ef-
forts would be made to improve
these conditions. The union should
not count too heavily on this, how-
ever. Its continued 'militancy i
its only guarantee of good work-

the first time in six years that

ing conditions.

RECEP

struggle for civil rights.
Alsé:

YA stirring: psycholog'lcal film,

New York

in honor of
VINCENT R. DUNNE

Meet this well-known labor leader in his first public ap- |
pearance in New York on a nation-wide lecture tour on the

The Eternal Mask

Saturday, January 21 - Admission- 60c

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE
Food and refreshments after movie -

TION

Startmg proniptly at 9 PM

systein set up. in Russia’ by the’

departure by this clique from the’

 their own:

Dbut this. is only due to th
hat he whas - not+ seen any'
ne socmhzatmn at work and’
niifies it with regimentation;
ﬁhmtages and high, taxation: whlch

8 /are in reality, concomi itants of a
| decaying capltahqt aystem :

Theé - fundamental reason: for
the defeat of the Ch]fley go(rern-
ment was: 1t§ “futile- atten ptito
‘make capltahsm ‘work.” The-only

which now threatens the world
with a new tefrible depression oz,
| with  atomic destruection in a new
world slaughtex is a socialist
souetv of peace and plentv based
upon’a planned economy. .
It .was not with this objective
in mmd ‘that the Labor govern-
ment originally took office. The

| saying. that “Mr. Menzies is the

best asset of the Labor ‘Party”
was not just a joke but a sad
reality, for Labor was® put into
office primarily because the peo-
ple were fed up with the Tory
adminigtration.

WHY' LABOR PARTY LOST
/While the Labor government

.introduced - some progressive
‘leg1<1at10n, the  extent of its
socialization” was strictly con-

fired to the limitations of capital-
ism. Thus the proposed bank
nationalization was not consider-
ed a step towards a socialist eco-
nomy but a measure necessary to
pad:
Yrecession.” Any  improvements
of the conditions of the vpeople
had also to be compatible - with
the maintenance of the capitalist
system. On one hand the govern-
ment ran up against the active
opposition of the very class whose
system it was trying' to preserve
and who defeated it merely by

- Jusing’ the Constitution: against it.

On the other hand the government
was forced to deal ruthlessly with
Tits: stounchest supporters, as was
exemplified by its strikebreaking
.action in the mining dispute.

The continuous rebuffs given
by Big- Business to Labor (Air-
ways, Bank-Nationalization, Free
Medicine, Petrol) and the apathy
and disappointment of the rank
and file due to actions like the
use of troops in breaking a strike
— in direct violation of Labor’s
platform -— created the atmos-
phere in-which the parties of Big
Business could launch their scare
campaign about “socialism,” a
carapaign the exorbitant cost of
which was fully repaid by its
SUCCess., o

To what extent the new govern-
ment which is run directly by
the capitalists and - their im-
mediate agents will try to curry
favor with the people by eranting
child - ‘eridowment for the first
child, reducing taxation, etec.,
remains to be seen. The Chifley
government - had accumulated a
certain reserve for the lean days
to come. The “liberals” may draw
on this reserve to maintain their
popularity, but  they will —not
escape the: reckoning when the
lean-days do come. It alse rémains
to be seen how strong: the con-
flicts within the capitalist camp
are. Most of Labor’s propagand=
was to the effect that it could
govern, in contradistinetion to
the ]eadmg partles of Big Busi-
ness.
IMMEDIATE TASKS

'One thing is clear, however,
and that is that the accession of
the capitalist parties to office has
given the green light for an all-
out offensive of the employers
“to put the workers back into
their place.” The immediate task
is to fight against intensified ex-
pleitation (speed-up and ex-
tension ~of working hours); to
maintain the standard of living
in conditions of continuing in-
flation; to resist the repressive
measnres planned by the gov-
arnment against workers’ organ-
izations; to resist interference in
trade vnion affairs and the in-
stitulion. of thought-control.
The - viectory of the Liberals
while constituting a set-back for
Labor is certainly not a disaster.
It will not hold up the course of
history but finally accelerate it.
The masses will learn again by
experience . of the
“blessings” of the direct rule of

receptive to the message of Social-
ism. One day the- Liberals will
find , that they no 'longer. -enjoy

|.the confidence -of the people. Who

is going to replace them?

{1be completély inadequate to cope

| socialist forces. Within the Aus-

alternative to capitalist anam}ayg:

the effects of a - coming:

Big Business and will become|

Given a condition of relative
social stability the see-saw game
between Labor and the Tories
may continue indefinitely. But
gocial stability is not safeguarded
by decaying capitalism. The
bosses will find that while they
could no longer afford the luxary
of letting Labor governments
prop up their moribund system,
the ‘outmoded Tory machine will

tk the situation; and if by that
ne there is no genuine socialist
Party to lead: the ‘people towards
a yoeonstruetion of society, then
fascisnywill make its bid.

NEED{TO PREPARE NOW
Now [ is - the time to rally all

{ralian- Labor “Party differentia-
tion is bounhd to occur in spite of

ustralia

On the Recent Electlons

SYDNEY ‘Dec. 13 — All the shouting is over now. The
han petby-bourgeom has given h1s vote to the par-

defeat. While some right-wing
forces “will press for a repudia-
tion of the socjalist objective,
many rank and filers will be
stimulated by the set-back into
doing some ‘solid thinking. Those
who only recently advocated gov-
ernment interference in trade
union affairs will think twice be-
are propounding this again, Many
a bureaucrat divested from thé
responsibilities of office will feel’
the urge to turn militant.

A concerted effort must be
made to defend the socialist ob-
jective against all. attempts to -
emasculate it. It must be linked
up with day-to-day demands of
the masses. All those who have-
been fooled by the capitalist seare
propaganda will become aware of
the brutal truth about “free en-
teyprise” by their own bitter ex-
perience. They will turn. to So-
cialism as the only solution to
their problems. - Socialists - must

the” apathy which: follows a

orld

The Fdfe of
Tan Malaka

The fate of Tan Malaka, re-
volutionary leader of the In-
donesian masses, remains shroud:
ed ‘n mystery. A recent bulletir
by the Republic of Indonesia of
ficee in- New York repeats the
report that he was murdered by

- just two days after the resump-
tion of the Sukarno-Hatta negoti-
ations with the Dutch imperialiste
— upparently as part of the price
demanded by the imperialists for
a settlement in Indonesia.

But there have also been dis
patches from Indonesia since last
April mentioning Tan Malaka ar
a living political figure, active
and in.opposition to the present
government. To clarify the situa-
tion, the Revolutionary Commun-
ist Party of Holland (Trotskyist)
addressed several inquiries to
Premier Hatta and the Indonesian
delegation at the Hague, remind-
ing: them of the RCP’s incessant

dence .and requesting the courtesy
of a reply.

On Oct. 16 Dr. Darmasetiawan
finally answered “in the name of
Minister-President M. Hatta.” We
cite the ~following astonishing
excerpt from this letter, printed
in *he Nov. 5 De Tribune:"

“, . .1 acknowledge with sur-
prise your deep interest in the
alleged death of Tan Malaka, a
person who is currently disfavored
by the Soviet Union and held to
be a renegade. .. As I understand
that your sympathies are ex-
tended toward the Soviet Union
and this individual is designated
as a deviationist, I must ask you
in all- seriousness how you ex-
pect to answer for that. More
especially my attention is drawn
to the question of what retaliatory
measures the Soviet Union would
take against you ‘were your very
strange attitude on this matter
to become known.” )

The above excerpt alone is suf-
ficient to indicate not only the
amazing ignorance of the new
statesmen of Indonesia but some-
thingfar more important, name-
1y, their interition to wusé the
dastardly repression’ against Tan
Malaka and his revolutionary co-
fichters as a bargaining point,
not only with the Dutch colonial
interests and. their overlords in
Wall Street, but also with Stalin’s
GP1.

It is still not clear if Tan
Malaka was murdered. But . the
whole episode casts sufficient

of. Sukarno-Hatta’s police methods
for all those forces who have
supported Indonesia’s fight for
independence in the past to raise
their voices and demand a full
and unambiguous explanation on
this score from the new govern-
ment of the United States of In-
donesia.

Greek Centrists in ~
Marshall Plan Camp
A national conference was held

in Athens oh Oct. 186 and 17 by
an organization known as the

BRONX

Hear

John G. Wright

on

CHINA AND THE ORIENT
- Will Titoism take' root among
the Chinesé Communists? Will
" 'Wall St. fight World War III
over the Far ‘East?

Thut.; Jan: 19, 8:30 PM
Hunts Point Palace (Rm. 25)
-953 Southern Bivd., Bronx
Adm. free--Discussion welcome

By Paul G. Stevens

Republican forces last April 1€

activity for Indonesian indepen=-

light on the criminal character |§

prepare NOwW. ‘

Archio-Marxists. This organizaﬁ

tion belonged for a short time
to the international Trotskyist
movement, in 1934 joining the
Londor Bureau, that catch-all
outfit which served as a half-way
station for all kinds of centrist
organizations who found it im-
voss’ble to maintain their revolu-
tionary character and broke with
Trotskyism on the ground that it
was too “sectarian” in its ap-
proach to the masses. Even after
the war, with the London Bureau
defunct, the Archio-Marxists have
maintained. close fraternal rela-
tions with such of its vegetating
remiuants as the British TLP and
the Spanish POUM, the newly-
found friends "of the Shacht-
manites in this country.

All of the old centrist organ-
izations have degenerated con-
siderably and moved to the right.
But it appears that the Archio-
Marxists are moving with far
greater speed than the others.’
The Greek centrists on this
occasion  came . out for. the
Marshall' Plan and even went so
far as to send congratulations to
the  “National Army” of .the
Athens Governmernt on its “vie-
tories” against thé “bandits” —
that is, the Greek guerrilla fight-
ers.

The: POUM organ La Batalla
of+" Nov.” 30" publishés a - com-
muhique- on  this ‘conferénce: sent
by the  Arehio- Marxigt ' leader
Witte dressed up.so-as to give
the impression that this®organ:
ization - is - fighting~ against  the
présent regime - in Greece and’
against American imperialism.. -

Does La ‘Batalla know that this
conference - was - legal,» that  is;
authorized~ by the Athens Gov~
ernment; which imposes compléte
illegality 'not only upon-the Stals -
‘nigts but also upon the Trotsky-
iste? Is the POUM aware that
this conference sent congratula-
tions to the army of the Greek'
Royalist assassins on its victories
against the guerrillag? I8 it~
aware that the Archio- Marxist-
organization has shamefully’ be-
{rayed its one-time revolutionary"
banner under the cloak of be-
coming a “neo-socialist” tendency
in ' Greece' “fighting' under tha+
conditions of legality,” that it
really serves. as a left cover for
the bloody -Athens butchers? :

An answer from the POUM
would be interesting, and so would
a comment from their friends and
supporters.

Why Stalin Triumphed.
Dual Character of the Work- "

ers State.

— Is the Bureaucracy a Ruhng
Class?

— Foreign Policy and the
Army.

-~ “Socialism in One Countrv 2
— Inevitability of a New Revo- -

ration. .ok

308 pages
Cloth $2.50 Paper $1.50
Order from
PFONEER PUBLISHERS .




Subscriptions: $2 per year;
81 for 6 months, Foreigzn:
$3.50 per yr; $2 for 6 mos.

‘“Entered as second clasw
matter Mar. 7, 1944 at the
Post Office at New York,
N. Y., under the act of Mar,
8- 1879."

116 University Pl.,
Lditor:

rue MILITANT

Published Weekly in the Interests of the ‘Working .People
THE MILITANT PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION
N. Y. 8, N. Y. (Phone: AL 4-9330)
GEORGE BREITMAN

Business Manager: JOSEPH HANSEN

each In forelgn countries,
Signed articles by contribu«
tors do not necessarily rep-
resent The Militant’s policies,
These are expressed in its
editorials; g

Vol. XIV - No. 3

Monday, January 16, 1950

Paze Three

Bundle Orders (5 or more ||
coples): 8c eath in LS., &

holders into social parasites.

mercial cosmopolitanism.

_TROTSKY

“The elimination of competition by monopoly marks the be-
ginning of the disintegration of capitalist society. Competi-
tion was the creative mainspring of "capitalism and the higé
torical justification of the capitalist. By the same token
elimination of competition marks the transformation of stock-
Competition had to have certain
liberties, a liberal atniosphere, a regimé of democraey, of com-
Monopoly needs as authoritative a
government as possible, tariff walls, “its own” sources of raw"
materials and arenas of marketing (colonies).
in ‘the disintegration of monopolistic capital is Fageisnis”? - -

— Leon Trotsky, Marxism in the United Stites,-

The 1ast word

Don’'t Rely on the Cou“

An important victory for civil liberties

was won when the New Jersey Supreme
-Court on Jan. 10 declared the Mehorter-

Tumulty “loyalty” oath law unconstitu-
tional. This law, passed in 1949; required
candidateés for public office within the

state to swear that they do not believe,
advocate or advige the violent overthrow:

of the government nor belong ‘to any or-
ganization so believing, advocating orad-
viging.

~ Credit must go to James Imbrie, Pro-
gressive Party candidate for governor
last November, and 29 other PP candi-
dates, for taking the initiative in chal-
lenging the law and carrying an appeal
against it to the highest state court. The

‘appeal was backed by numerous organ-

izations and-the court’s decigion was a re-
sponsge' to popular hostility to “loyalty”
oath@ and other formq of thought-cen-
trol.

However, Imbrie subsequently dld the

‘cause of civil rights a distinct disservice
- when he hailed the state court’s ruling as

. “d-great victory for constitutional govs

" erfiment” which “shows the folly of the

all 'too frequent attacks by the far-left
against our judiciary.”
This can only spread the dangerous-il-

lusion that the courts are dependable

guardians of the rights of the peoplé and
that we can rely on them to halt encroach-
ments on civil rights.

Weé have only to examine the record of
the courts to see that for every instance:
where an' isolated court or judge renders

" a‘decision favorabld to the people’s rights,

there are a hundred cases where the

courts have trampled upon and nullified -
‘them. Within the last few weeks, the

U. S. Supreme: Court: itself has shown

The ""Welfare City”

- New York is the richest city in the
richest country in the world. It is also
controlled lock-stock-and-barrel by the
loudest proponents of the “welfare state,”
the Truman Democrats. Its mayor, Wil-
liam O’Dwyer, is an ardent “Fair Dealer.”
So are 23 of its 25 city ‘councilmen. All

its department heads and administrative

officials are beholden to O Dwyer for

their jobs. e
Here, you might say, we have the pre~

requisites, if not for a “welfare state,”

then for a large-scale model of it — what

you might call a “Welfare City.”

This “Welfare City” has some 320,000
neédy people on relief who have been
réeceiving an average of  $40.68 — per
month — to enjoy the blessings of life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Last
month O’Dwyer’s Commisgioner of Wel-
fare; Raymond M. Hilliard, announced
that “falling prices” allow these blessings
t6 be' secured at bargain rates and that
relief allowances would -be cut an aver-
age-of from $2 to $6 per month starting:
Jan. 16, 1950.

The Trials in the

The buresudraey’s drive to totalitarian-
jze the CIO is speeding ahead with the
trials now going on against unions under
Stalinist control. Through these trials;
the Murray machine tries to preserve a
legal fiction of. democratlc processes. But
even the mechanics of the trials smell

© of ‘the kangaroo court. The members of
the’ tr1a1 committees are hand-picked lieu-

tenants of Murray and leaders of the

. drive to kick out the “communists.”

But even if all the forms of democracy
were 'preserved in the process of expul—
sions, the bases for the expulsions are
thoroughly antiidemocratic. These are the
constitutional amendments, pushed thru
thelast CIO convention, which place poli-
tical qualifications on membership rights
and give the top leadership unprecedent-
ed power to throw out whole unions if
their members or leaders do not conform
to the political dictates of the Murrays
and Reuthers. ‘

There is not an iota of difference be-
tween the principles of the “loyalty”

purge and thought-control in the CIO

and the witch-hunt against “subversives”

i _ being waged by Truman, the FBI and the

how little the Judmxary can be ‘I;ehe ontf
to safeguard civil rights 2 an on the:

S8ye‘of “loyalty” oaths: By a shy-
ster. resort. to techmcahtxes, it

alty” oath-law- fer pubhc employees 1n

also ducked a reyiew’ of the appe“al by

two CIO unions: against the non-“com-
munist” oath’ of the 1nfamous Taft<Hart-

ley* Act.

The true nature of the U. S. Supreme
Court was glarlngly* revealed by its twe

vindictive rulings that upheld: anti-strike- 3

injunctions and huge  fines- for:. “coti
tempt” against the Unitéd Mine Workers:.

And we recall, in connection with the re- -

cent frame-up ‘trial and conviction: of .11
Stalinist leaders under-the Smith “Gag?

Act, that the U. S. Stupreme Coart thvrée

times refused to review the congtitution-

. ality of that act'in the simildr case of the

18 Trotskylsts who were raleraded to
prison in 1944,

The courts as an’ institution fun'ction“
to uphold the interests of the ruling class,
that is, the capitalist class. They arepoli-
tical ‘and reflect the views and aims of
those in power. And, generally speaking,
they lean to the most conservative and
even reactionary politics.

The real safeguard of the people’s
rights is the organized power and action
of the people themselves. It was their
mass pressure, their opposition and pro-
test that at bottem determined the rul-
ing of the New Jersey court on the “loy-
alty” oath law. Imbrie should know that,
inasmuch as the action of his own organ-
ization and: other groups was: responsﬂole
for victory in t}us instance.

This wasn’t the “Welfare Clty” the lo~
cal CIO and AFL leaders had envisaged
and so, two months after they had joined
in urging the re-election of that dyed-in-
the-wool “welfare-stater,” O’Dwyer, they
rejoined in a loud protest against his ad-
ministration’s cuts in welfare.

O’'Dwyer — who since his re-election
has considerably improved his own wel-
fare with a $15,000 raise in salary —
didn’t halt the relief cuts. In the face
of protests of labor organizations repre-
senting a million workers, Hilliard has re-
plied that the rélief slash is gomg through
per schedule.

The labor leaders blame the “failures”
of the “welfare state” in Washington on
the Republicans and the Dixiecrats. They
can’t do so in the case of New York City.
A good Republican can’t get even a floor-
sweeper’s job in City Hall.' And the local
Dixiecrats faded out with the Civil War.
So if you want to see what Truman’s
“Welfare State” will be like, look at a fair
sample — O’Dwyer’s “Welfare City.”

CiO

House Un-American Activities: Commit-
tee. Indeed, they both flow from the same
source:’

The purge of government employees,
the spread of “loyalty” oath laws, the spy
trials based on illegal wiretapping: and
perjured testimony, the conviction of the
Communist. Party leadérs under the un-

constitutional Smith Act — these are all -

part of the government’s drive to silence
critics’ and opponents of its “cold war”’
foreign policy.

It is in support of this same forelgn
policy-that the CIO leaders are expelling
the Stalinists — and laying the basis to
victimize anyone else who dares to dis-
agree with Murray and his faction on this
or ‘any other matter. Editor Allan L.
Swimm, in the Dee. 19, 1949, CIO News,
states candidly: “Don’t get the idea that
the ‘cold war’ is being fought by the gen-
erals and diplomats alone. A small but
important part of it is. belng fought in
the union halls of America.”

The Stalinists in the CIO are not being

“tried by the membership for their real

crimes against labor; they are being

court-martialled by the CIO brass hats

as part of the “cold war.”

*| yedr as atwhole will appromma,te

g’{the “loy;. Ik

‘ “thatg: uuch a prospe
-this is; of coufse, a
| part of the “Fair Deal’ demafrc)g'y

Jast iyvear, thé
| Fromey thés -tail

By, the vear’s end, production was

“ ) Injected

| McGRATH’S

‘it was not very. convineing: Me-

| notice that the Justice = Depart-

By John G. Wright

The universal spirit of optimism
which now pervades the entire
business community found, as
was to be expected, its most ex-
aggerated expression in: the eco-
nomic secétion of President Tru-
man’s annual “‘state of the union”
i_né:sage

single dissenting
nomic, forecastersy
nd. elvxl%an alike,’see
fsmiopth ‘sailing
he first sixmonths of 1950, with
Many- holding their fingers cross-
‘ed dbout the developments in the
Second half of the year. But the
gerieral: expectation’ is that the

rouble in store.
i expr%sed conﬁdence

co ’Gmy” whlch willj
5 years hf t. 5

.'éiv of each famllv by
Ywith all “the- rosy tints
1mpheq All

REGAIN HALF, OF LOSSER"
HoW‘ever, thes gengral: buisiness
ophi’mﬁm,

1Sh1L g -
Inithe-first  pliee; theie is the
fac¢t  thit inthé second 'part- of
cofiofty ‘récovered
pin' into which® it
appearéd- ean’hér to' bé" heading..

up oy, compared with' the:lows
set in July, or had: récovered ap-
proximately  half ' of ' its losses.|
Théy had expécted the classie
pattérn - of a- bust' and weré
natuidlly more thah relieved that
'it- turhed out-tovbe — for 1949
— oitly “a “modérate recessiv
CThev strongest sector - of th&
economy, the “auto industry, ‘in-
$toadof glutting the market, had | 8
its
peak  production of ° 6,200,006
vehicles. This acted to bolster up.
the cagging metals, lifting them,
gpecially steel, from the doldrums.
Thére was, in addition, a pick-
up 1 . the badly hit light in-
duslsies, in the first  instance
textiles and leather, and thig
could* not fa'l to add to the
growing spirit of optimism.

GOVERNMENT SPENDING

‘The current year will' see the
distribution: of approximately 8
billion " dollars in GI insurance

domestic market will have
into it an average. of
half a billion ~dollars a month:
No one knows how much of this
monéy has beeny.alxeady spent |1
or will go to pay debts previously

the

is quite a shot in the arm.
In addition, governnient. spend-
ing will eontlnne on v1rtuall

for |/

Land: abroad;

: ‘uated that, AW

utlike: the pretenses p )
&t \ pendilures;

banner “year, attaining the{P

hehefits., For the next six months | es

contracted. But on' the whole, 1t fi

Truth About Economic

3yeficit government spending -~ at
a rate of 5 to 6 ‘billion dollars
annually is indeed a strong in-
flationary dose — a highly arti-
ficial stimulant for the economy
but a temporary one nonetheless.

AW these factors aré mew' in
the situation and must be taken
inio account. The situation is not
at all the same as- it! was -six
months ago. It
pretend as do the hacks of the
Dajly¥ Worker that the dépression
or crisis is already here, and that
we are merely passing through a
minor and meaningless fluctua-
tion. On the other hand, it is
just
uman and the capitalists gen-
lly, that the postwar’ ‘ ‘vead-

that -a’ lonig" périod of etablhza-

| tion lies ahead:
§ ST!LL TRANSI’I‘I@NAL

¢ The economy 'is: still in. its
‘qan sitional phases. Last' year
mailked the first head-on collision

tive forces -against thé
by :constricting? marke
The sha1p fluctua-‘
ticn:of 19495 or: |
the - violent' pat

>ty
the domestle market;
d ug by: huge arms ex-
=, sl

.45-\\

enoagh’
temporarily: on” reduced: but
telatively high" levels.- %ueh has
heen the case for the' last six)
nisnths. Can this last for another
sixinonths? It s ilnpﬂqfs:siblé to
give the answer 'in’advance,

Orie of " the unknowng' in~ the
sitaation’ .§s the auto - 1ndu<:try
Hew many ‘more cars will it -be
able; to self-in- the next period?
The Department of Commerce
cstimates- fix the number at 5-to

544, million, or. 10 to 20% below|

1949, Only an. actual test wﬂl
show how good or bad this guesg
js;” Should the décline prove]
worse, auto instead of* remaining

prop to the economy w111 help
pifi it down. ”

I'here are

1mportant indiea-

'tmms that 1950 will provide the

acid test £or the domestic market,
It can be said with certainty that
the economy as a whole is not
stronger but much weaker today.
than it was at the beginning of
lasu year.

To list only a few of the
weaknesses: There is stiffer com-
petition and there are fewer
sutlets
wheré: a trade war is new.-in
plogress. The tendency of.U. S.
exports will. be to “decline,
pecially with drastic. reduc-
tio s in Marshall aid. .

“Unlike the begmnén
V\hen the purcha51

is - foolish® to]

as false to prétend;: as doi.

émont”? is - defiitely  over and{

of tie hugely expanded ploduc-fdesm““

Limits set)

strong’
to guqtam‘* the: ecoromy |

in the  world mar}gets :

wheat,
bushels of corn, 5 million bales of |
cotion, and a huge quantity of
other farm produce.
gigantic surpluses loom. Truman

has the Brannan plan as the solef|
13olution, and appears to be stuck

with it, sinece there is little likeli-
hood of its passage through Con-
gress,

This year begins with the
jobless ‘easily double the total at
the beginning of 1949. The army
f more than 5 million unem-
ployed represents not only vast
misery but @ vast loss of pur-
chas mng" power.,

LESS PURCHASING POWFR
The gravely impaired- position

of ihe mass bf the farmers and

millions of working class families
was translated last year into 2
narked decline of retail trade. It
was at the same time the major
condition undérlying .the “mode-
rate recession.” The fact is that
the upturn since: July
1939, despite credit and install-

rate of a quarter billion dollars

a month, there has béen'no. signi-

ficant improvement, elther in the
unemployment situnation or in the
trend of retail sales.

The 1949’ decline was signalled

bv a sharp. drop of retail sales in.

ctober 1948:+ This .decling’ con-

tinuad through the last quarter]

of 1949, with sales dipping below
the  low levels - of 1948  which

spelled so much trouble at.-the]

time. It is. possible, but not at
all certain, that the GI insuratice
bunefits  plus  continued credit
buying and government’ deficit
gpending, may check this decline.
Should this fail to miaterialize
thé current moods of optimisn
will evaporate as swiftly as they
havé arisen. The department store

cash ‘registers will spell out, as

before, the -story in the next
period, and.“we may be sure,
they'll be anxiously  watched by
the 1nost -bullish of speculators
on the stock market today. «
Finally, the growing govern-
meni, deficits and.consumer debts
(now amounting to $18 billion!)
can -eagily turn from factors of
témporary ‘stimulants into those
of acute“fiscal and: credit -distur:
bantes. .  International

over -— can enter here as-a most
serjons aggravativg clement.

the currént phase of
stabilization is highly unstable
and vulnerable. Abrupt -turns-in
developments are just as-inherent
in the situation as is the prospect
of six months of - relal;lvely

y {high prodiction. The trends, -as.

matwrs stan cannot be. gauged

if not day-to day, basis. In:sho

‘th(- majot postwar . economic’ dif

ultjes* liet not' behind: but  still
a& so far as American capltal—
ls‘m is-concerned.. vl

(Contmued froim page 1)
Hoover, FBI direator, showed |
more respect for ‘the writings of”
J. Fdgar Hoover, essayist.”

“REVIEW”"

The criticism was so sharp and
so  widespread- that Attorney-
General Ji Howard .McGrath had
to issue somé answer. The bést
that could be said-for‘it was that

Grath, former Senator and Demo-
cratic National Chairman, was
hailed as a “liberal” when he re-
placed Tom Clark as head of the
Department of Justice last
summer. But, like ‘all previous
liberal Attorneys General during
the last quartér of a centliry, he
does not dare to cross Hoover,
who is teéchnically his subordinate.

MeGrath announced that he had
“fully reviewed” the FBI's wire-
tapping activities, but: “In view
of the emergency which still pre-
vails and the necessity of protect-
ing the national security, I can
sce no reason at the present time
for any change.”

Violations of  the law. by the
nation’s top agency for enforcing
the law are thus given the sanc-
tion of the Truman administra-
tion.” Furthermore, since the
“emergency” (probably meaning
the cold war) is expected to con-
{ine for a long time, and since
the - “national ' security” pre-
sumably is in permanent need of
protection; MecGrath is  serving

ment-FBI’s "violations of the law
will - continue not only for the
“present time,” but forever, if it
ie Jeft up to thém:

Knowing ' that a> violation of)
the "law was  involved, McGrath’
sought to brush' it away by ex-
plaining that policies: condoning
“Timnited” wuse of w1retappmg
were laid 'down many ‘years ago

Attorneys

Anouszs GROWING. punuc PR

v General Franms
Biddle, Robert H. Jackson and
Tom Clark, the lattér: two of
whom™ are now members of the
U. S. Supreme Court. But all that
such an argumerit préves is that
they too are to be condemned for
authorizing infractions of thelaw,

MORE. EVASFONS-

Meanwhile; as the pre-hearing:
in - the' Coplon’- Gubitchev case
continued last week, there were
additional signs that the FBI
was ctill trying to keep the whole
story. of its' offenses from the
court. _

Previous FBI witnesses had
testified under oath that it was
“routine” FBI policy to destroy
all wiretap recordings within 60
days. But on Jan. 3 two agents of
the ¥BI and one of its special
emplovees declared on the witness
stand that they had never heard
of any such policy. Somebedy,
clearly enough, was either lying
again or evading telling the truth:
Why? ‘

The legal issue involved is this:
The prosecution has to show that
its evidence against the de-
fendants is not based on informa-
tion or leads supplied by wire-
tapping. The defénse lawyers
want to examine all the wiretap
records to show that the prosecu-
ticn has no “intainted” evidence.
It can’t do this unless it has
aceess to all the records.

Tirst the prosecution insisted
there had beenri no tapping; when
that was disproved, it insisted
wany of the recordings had been
desiroyed; and when finally com-=

pelled to producé the recordings:

from the microphone 'planted in
Miss Coplon’s office; it now turns
out that for some mysterious
reazcn they are completely un-
intelligible. This deprivés the

defénse lawyer of a charnce’ to]

by President Roosevelt and tliree

prove Miss Coplon’s  contention

BY FBI
TES

‘that on the day she was arrested
her boss in the Department of
Justice, aiming to.‘entrap” her,
told her to take along for study

“on her trip to New York certain | |

government  documentss which
were found in her posseqsmn
when she was arrested.

Her lawyer said it was strange*

that the FBI -had the recordings |

fér ten ‘months but “nobody. ever

. found out that they. were un-

intelligible” until' the government
was forced to produce them in
court. . But the. “strangeness”
disappears in: the light of the

FRI's previous evasiveness and.
perjury, and of the ‘possibility |

that the recordings might have

supplied information that would

aid the defense.

IN BRIDGES CASE TOO
Simultaneously,

that wiretapping is by ho-means

an offenge lim.ted to-the Coplon

case. ' James M. MacInnis, defénge:

coungel in the Harry Bridges per-
jurv case in San“ Francisco; re-
vealed in court’ on :Jan. .5 that
after another lawyér  had-. tel-
ephoned ' him about some' im-
rortant information related - to
the “trial, that lawyer had been
visited by a" govelnment agent
and queried.

As «Maclnnis pointed out, the

only way the goverhment  could

have learned ' about - the matter

was by wirétapping: The judge} !
in San‘ Franciséo,' unlikée Ju’dge\f
Ryan in: New York, ruled thit the{

wiretapping complaint- was “irre-

levant. But the significant ' thing:

is that 'the government  prosecu-
tor of * Bridges,
(like the prosécutor-in‘the Coplon
case)

tapping, did not deny that wire: |

tapping was’ taking place.’

two-thirds  of a billion®

Further |

ment buying at the unheard - of

eurrency.
crises — which are by. no means:

MAIN DIFFICULTIES AHEAD

. From -all this -we conclude’ that‘
relative

1X months or a year,.
but hterally on a’ ‘week-to-weels,

on thé other’ i
side of the country, it was shown' .

1 215 Bast' .

while: deryings

that - he: was introducing
any evidence  obtained by - wires

’

Prof. Emerson’s Speech on
Kutcher and Bill of Rights

[The Militant is pleased to print the following extracts from the
speech made by Professor Thomas-1. Emerson of the Yale Law School
at the New York City meeting of the Kutcher Civil Rights Commit- -
, the anniversary of the Bill of Rights.T' o

tee on Dec. 15
"

It was 158 years ago today that the State of Virginia ratified =
the first ten amendments, thereby being the eleventh state to do so,
and the Bill of Rights became effective as part of our Constitution.
The Bill of Rights was hardly incorporated in the Constitution, how-
ever, when it was subjected to a severe test in the Alien and Sedi-
tion Laws. The Alien and Sedition Laws were difected to a large -
extent against the Fr ench. But I think it is interesting to note also
that in large part they were directed against the Irish immigrants,
because the winds of revolution were blowing at that time both from -

France and from Ireland.

These laws prohibited the publication of any false, scandalous or
malicious writing against the government and attached the criminal
penalties. The first person prosecuted under the Alien and Sedition
Laws was Congressman Matthew Lyon of Vermont, and he was con- .
victed for having referred to President Adams and saying that Presi~ .
dent Adams had demonstrated an unbounded thirst for ridiculous
pomp, foolish adulation and selfish avarice.
Lyon’s crime. Old-fashioned words, perhaps, but they have a certain
current application and some of us may want to use the same senti-

ments some day.

There were others convicted of similar offenses under the Ahen
and Sedition acts, mostly editors of newspapers that supported the
Jeffersonian Party. Fortunately the country rose in protest against .
"the Alien and Sedition Laws and in the election of 1800 the Federal- - -
ists who had sponsored them were decisively beaten; Jefferson and
his party came in; those who had been convicted were pardoned and
eventually they'were recompensed for any fines they had paid. i
- Another period of hysteria arose somewhat later, during the -
1830°s and 1840’s. This time it was an anti-Catholic hysteria. For ::
instance, when President Pierce appointed a Catholic to be Post-
master-General, -the outery was tremendous. It was asserted that. .
Catholics in the Post Office would become members of a spy ring
for thePdpe and it was solemnly claimed that Catholic immigrants
could not;and would not be loyal to thé nation. This eventually

mostly disappeared.

A Continuing Struggle for Free Speech
Then we come to the period wheére in the South it was impossible
for anyone to utter any opinions or views in opposition to-the insti-

tution ‘of slavery. It took a.Civil

and during the Civil War .there were suppressions of civil rights
which were kept in check by the wise and tolerant statesmanship of

President Lincoln.

And then we come to the first World: War Under the Esplonage
Acts which were passed during the first World War there were near=
ly two thousand prosecutions and of those there were 877 convictions.
People were;convicted under those acts for ‘having advocated the
subversive 1iiea ‘that the war ought to be financed by taxation and
‘not by Liberty Bonds, or that tliere was some.doubt, before the
“Supreme Court: passed’ on the' ISSue, about the constitutionality of
the Draft Act, .or even for saying;that-there Should have ‘been: a;
reférendum before the war was started.. i

Not only were there federal

similar acts passed in the states, and here abuses.of the same sort
occurred. There is one case in Minnesota, for instance, in which a
woman was convicted and sentenced’ to jail for makmg the remark
to one of her neighbors, dxscouragmg the woman from knitting socks

for the soldiers by saying: “The

That was a violation of the Minnesota statutes.

5

That was Matthew

War to dmpose of that problem

Espionage Acts but there were

soldiers never sée those socks.”

It was not only Espionage Acts. That was a period of the Lusk

Committee, of teachers’ oaths, of

,of red banners. There were suggestions that laws prohibit the wear-
“ing of red:.neckties. ‘It was the era of the Palmer raids, it was the
.era when': chtor Berger, elected on the Socialist ticket, was denied @ =
‘g seat in Congr;ess on the ground that he didn’t support the war.

It ‘wag also the .time when five members of the New York State
3 Leg'islature‘ elected on the Socialist ticket were refused their seats
m the« State Leglslatule The' grounds for refusal were: “The So-

is'not a“real politicsl

org'anizatmn which'adheres'to revolutionary principles of Soviet Rus-

gia. A famlhar rmg'

We F ight in a Glorious Tradition

‘ No6w we are in a somewhat comparable situation: The loyalty
ol‘der is typical ‘of the problems with which'we: are now faced. We
areé here to protést the'discharge of James Kutcher,; 3i ‘member of the
Socialist ‘Workers Party’ discharged merely becaus '
Recently a'case in'New:
tention’ whereby a stenographer was dlscharged fro
positionon the ground, among “others, that skie pla
records. ‘In another case'of a ‘government employeevm Détroit, when
his loyalty . proceeding came before ‘the board on “of: the relevant
| Dieces' of vevidence was that his mother, 17 years before, voted the:
,Soclahst ‘ticket in New Haven! .

- So -when we meet:here tonight ‘we are’ flghtlng' m a tradltlon‘
e;that has been a"glory in'this country for 150 years. Jt s important
to realize this. This sort of meeting is nothing new. True American
-citizéns; those devoted« to the highest principles of democracy, have
been holding . meetmgs like this for a century and a half and for
more.. In part we have been v1ctor10us in these fights.
‘cutlon of Matthew Lyon, the attacks on the: Catholic Postmaster-
General, the Palmer raids, the expulsion’ of ‘the five Socialists from
the New York Legislature, these things are considéred today dis<
graceful performances unworthy' of "American citiZens. ;
fident that the time will come also when the Kutchéi case will e
eonsxdered equally shameful, equally unworthy of América.

; - (To be concluded next week)

ber of ‘thiit party.

laws that prohibited the display

party but in reality a subversive

e was a mem-

" government
“Paul Robeson

The prose-

I am con-

i Visit your local headquaﬂers of the

~ SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

AKi!ON-»-For information, write P.0,
Box 1342,

BOSTON—Worker~ Educational Cetiter,
10" °Stuart St., open Wed. 5:30-9:00 p.m.,
soclal ‘last Sat, of month.

. BUFFALO—Mflitant Forum, 829 Main
St., 2nd fl. Phone MAdison 3960. Every
afternoon except ‘Sun.

CHICAGO--166" W, Washmgton Street,
Rm.. 312-814, Tel. Dearborn 2-4767.

]

CLEVELAND --- Every Sunday, 9 p.
m., Pecks Hall, 1446 E. 82nd’ St, (off
Wade Pk. Ave.) Liberty 56086,

DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave. Phone
TY 7-6267, Mon, through Sat., 12- 5 p.m.

FLINT—»SoclaIist Workers Party Hall, -
:Ninth Street. Phone: 2-2496.
Open House Saturday evenings.

LOS ANGELES—Militant Publ. Assh.,
R%(;m 325,124 W. 6th St. Phone VAndyke
80

LYNN, (Mass.)—Militant Publ, Assn.,
44 Central Ave., office open ‘Tues., Wed.
80-9:30° p.m;

MILWAUKEE-—917 N. 3rd St., 3rd 1.
Sun, through Fri., 7: 30—9 :30 p.m. Phone
Hopking 2-5337.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 So 4th St. Phone
Main 7781. Daily except Sun., 10. a.m.-
8 p.m. Library, bookstore.

NEW BRITAIN, (Conn.) — For infor-
mation -write "P. D. Box No. 659 'or
phone 3-3287.

NEW - HAVEN—For information
write. P.O. Box No, 1019.

© NEWARK--428 Springfield Ave. Phone
.Blgélow" 8-2574.° Reading - room.: Open
dai,'}y. 12-4 and 7-10 p.m,

e

NEW YORK CITY (Hq.)
sity Place. Phone' GR 5:814Y;

HARLEM—108 "W, 110-'S
Phone MO 2-1866. Open
Thurs., '8 p.m.

BRONX—Hunts Point Palace. 958 .
Southern Blvd; Room 25,  Every
Tharsday night at '8:30 pan.. :

BROOKLYN ' --- Mandel’s Manor.
343 Pennsylvania _Ave., off ‘Sutter, -
meetings every Thura. evanlnt a.t 8,

phone TEmpleba.r 2 8153 or TEmpleb
2-3735, or write P, Montauk 806-B Oy-
sress” St., Oakland 7
PHILADELPHIA — 1303-056 W, Girard
Ave., 2nd. fl. Phone Stevenson 4—5820
Open every Friday eveéning.
PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave.; 2nd fl
Forums 2nd Fri. each month, Marx
class 4,p.m. every Sat. Meetings overy
Thurs,, 7:80 p.m.
SAN FRANCISC0—1739 Fillmore Ave.
4th fl. Phone FI 6-0410, Dally excepi
Sun., 12-4:30 p.m.
8T. LOUIS
phone PR 5305.””

SEATTLE—Maynara Bldg.,, 1st Ave;
R. 201, So. & Washington, Tel. Main' 9273
Mon, - through Sat,, 12-5 p.m. - Branch
meeting Tues., 7:30 p.m. Library, book-
stote,

TOLEDO — Address inqulrrles to ‘8o«
cialist Workers Party, P.O, Box 1502,
Toledo" 3.

WORCESTER, (Mass)) — For informas
tion write P.O. Box 554, Wurqestor.

YOUNGSTOWN — 234 B. Al
Phone " 3-1355:; Weéd 8&

4 v,

“For {information,




The Fredrie

.Actor Fredric March and his wife Florence'
Eldridge have finally forced the slander - sheet
Counterattack to retract a charge that they are
“communists.” We’re glad to see them chalk up
a score against the red-baiters, but there is no
victory in sight to cheer about. By far the most
significant part of the “applogy” pubhshed Dec.
23 is the ominous concluding statement: “Counter-
attack’s information confirms the Marches’ testi-
mony that they are no longer active in any organ-
ization deemed’ subversive.”

What “information” is Counterattack talking
about? Has it access to the secret files of the
FBI? Are all the thousands of stoolpigeons and

_informers hired by Washington also put at the
service of this professional smearsheet? On the
evidence of the March case, it seems not at: all
unlikely! The false charges hurled at the Holly-
wood stars by Counterattack early in 1948 were
produced in court in the Coplon case a year and

a half later, when they became the most notori-
ous example of the FBI at work. Counterattack,
a-4-page “newslétter” published weekly by the
“American Business Consultants, Ine.,” claims
to be a collection of “Facts to¥Combat Commun=
ism.” It covers all fields, from movies to local
trade unions, and from national magazines to
hotels that rent meeting-rooms to ‘“subversive”
organizations. The scope of its information also

b ~indicates that behind it ‘somewhere are some of

v the same forclds that have ‘imposed a vast net-

work of “anti-red” ferrets on this country.

What recourse has the average victim of this
obviously powerful Qu?:ﬁt? It took Fredric March
and his wife nearly two years, with expensive

By Ruth Johnson

Mareh Case

legal help and the fling of a $500,000 libel suit,
to make their reply heard. No worker can afford
such a suit. And even the Marches by no means
won a clear decision.,They dropped their suit and
signed a non—commumst oath, in return for :
public statement restoring them to the good graces
of the red-baiters. Counterattack was able ic
retreat with all guns blazing furiously -at the
“red menace.”

“Up to a couple of years or so ago,” said the
Counterattack retraction, “the Marches publicly
supported a number of organizations  which
United States Attorney Generals have declared
subversive and totalitarian.” But now, it adds,
the stars have signed an-oath that proves them
thoroughly red-white-and-blue. »

“We condemn the Russian regime and its agent,
the Communist Party of the United States, as a
totalitarian system, and we condemn the totali-
tarian practices of their leader Joseph Stalin,”
the ‘March statement says in part. ¥We believe
deeply in the Constitution of the United States
and in our system of government. .. We believe in
the system of free enterprise. . . We shall con-
tinue in the future as we have in the past to try
to preserve our democracy by exposing and
attempting to eradicate its weaknesses and by
extolling and practising its virtues.”

One of the ways in which Fredric March and
¥lorence Eldridge could really help, “to preserve
democracy” now would be for them to begin
“exposing and attempting to eradicate” such
outfits as Counterattack by making public their
experiences and the information,they have gained
in the course of the Two-year legal fray.

*  One of the cur.osities of the marine world is
the squid. When embarrassed it lets fly a dis-
charge that thoroughly inks up the water and so
permits it to retire gracefully from the scene.

-This happy method of defense is not confined
. to the squid. It can be observed among the verte-
brates too. Thus the typical ecapitalist politician
. caught in a spot that does him no good with the
voters will at once let loose a resounding state-
ment about principles, lofty aims, noble inten-
tions and how it wasn’t him anyway — at least

" not, right now. :
For instance, take Truman’s

statement Jan. 5

after being run off the mainland by the Chinese
people, is now bidding for more American arms
and dollars. China was one of the big prizes for
which the imperialist powers fought World War

dream of shortly running up its house flags from
Shanghai to the Gobi desert. Then when Britain
and other junior pal’fners and satellites of Amer-
ican imperialism started recognizing the Mao
regime, Truman felt the irresistible urge.

“The United States has no predatory designs
on Formosa or on any other Chinese territory,”
he said. What were all those U. S. troops doing

" in"China at the end of World War II? Does it
take bayonets to convince the. Chinese people
that American imperialism has no predatory
designs ?

“The Umted States has no desire to obiain
special r.ghts or privileges or to establish mili-
tary bases on Formosa at this time,” Truman

desire it seems to cstablish military bases on
Formosa. “At this time” he doesn’t desire it, per-
Raps because his military and political advisers

Truman on Form(ps‘a

By Joseph Hansen

on Formosa where ex-dictator Chiang Kai-shek]

II. But peasant upuqngs spoiled Wall Street’s

continued. A short time ago, Truman had the

don’t think Chiang can laet long on meosa and
they couldn’t get away with an American ex-
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ped tionary force “at this time.” Later on, things
may look up again for the American militarists.
Then Truman can say that the old colonial powers
may have had “predatory designs” but all Wall
Street. wants “at this time” is special r.ghts,
privileges and military bases. _

“Nor does it have any intention of utilizing its
armed force to interfere in the present. situa-
tion,” continued the head of the Democratic Party.
A few days after this pious pronouncenient about
intentions in the “present situation,” it was re-
vealed that Chiang is still buying arms — at
bargain rates .— in America with dollars handed
him from the U. S. Treasury. All Army markings
are being scrupulously “painted out” “on the

engmes of death so that it’s a sale, you see, not

“interference.’

. “The United States Government w111 not pursueb

a «course which will lead to involvement in the
civil conflict in China,” Truman promised in ‘a
final flourish. That xeally fouled the water! You
can hardly see the billions of dollars Truman gave
the Chiang dictatorship, the scores of top-rank
brass sent to master-mind Chiang’s campaigns,
the American ships and planes used to ferry Na-
tionalist troops into battle. position, the vast
stores. of arms turned over to the infamous
butcher to slaughter the rebellious Chinese
peasants. %

Some people claim thele S nothmg n this world
without a final goal and purpose. Truman shows
what even the lowly squid can evolve into if this
view is correct. A vertebrate that stops at nc
means to justify an end! Especially a foul end
I'ke sinterfering in Ching’s.internal affairs and

trymg to save a hated eXecutloner from hls 10ng~
ot |a vote of 1,641 to 496.
shouts - of protest’ mounted’

~over-due doom.

Among the excellent foreign motion pictures
we- have. seen "in 1949, two stand out for their

realism. The Affair Blum and Blcycle Thief do
not offer a solution to those questions (and this
is not their aim)j but they more or less suggest
that there is now a. very honest attitude greatly
superior to Hollywood’s miethod of spreading
illusions about  social “problems to be solved in
the framework . of capltdhst soci ety by mere
“good will”

{ in 1926 — seven years before Hitler seized power
; — is a German film made by Germans in: the
¢ Russian occupation zone, (fmtunately without any.
i notable injection of typically Stalinist slogans):
. A Jewish capitalist (who pro’bably thought this
could never happen to him) is suddenly accused
- of a“imurder he did not commit. The real murdetrer,

“Free Corps,” and the reactionary police and
' judges work together to build up a case against
. the completely innocent Blum. They need such

a case to whip up Anti-Semitism.

Blum’s (non-Jewish) wife appeals to the Social

Democratic Minister-President of the State who,
e in spite of his sympathy with the Blums, is unable
i, .. to do anything against the reactionary state
e apparatus he is supposed to direct. The judges
- do not allow any ‘‘interference with the inde-
- ‘pendence of the judiciary” and openly scorn the
i " Social Denvocratic government. But, a well known
st detective of the Berlin police, whom the Minister-
" President asks' for help, succeeds, after over-
“ coming many discouraging difficulties, in prov-

ing Blum’s innocznece, unmasking the real

g mmderer and foiling the whole frame-up. Thanks
" to the revelations of the murderer’s girl friend
- who knows theiruth and whom the detective con-

vinces she must not allow an innocent man to be
' beheaded, the wvictim of the frame-up escapes.
Theé judges are furious, but have to release Blum,

as the  murderer, faced with ove1whe1mmg
: evidence, confesses everything.
A “happy ending?” Not quite. For Blum, who
1S an intelligent man and has learned quite a few
mgs in prison, clearly understands that this in-
Ividual victory over the reactionary state ap-
atus- and his narrow escape from the ex-
tioner’s axe are due to mere luck, and that
oblem as such remains unsolved, the same
state apparatus remaining in command; and that
dther “Affairs Blum” will follow.
... In the fihal scene, which is accompanied by
the menacing music of a Nazi march, Mrs. Blum
tries to comfort her husband, saying “It's all
over now. ? 1 “No,” replies Blum, “its only begin-
ning. . J”
* With .some vauatxons, different forms and
circumstances; ‘the  same sort of thing can still

gy

consciousness of social questions and impressive.

The Affair Blum, based on the story of a -
frameup which actually took place in Geun‘my, -

a former member of one of the ultra-natlondllstlc 3

Two Slgnlﬁcant Fllms

~ By Charles Hanley .-

happen in many countues all over the world:

against Jews, against Negroes, against other]

- minorities. And -the purpose of the instigators
of “Affairs Blum” is always the same: To divert
the dissatisfied masses and especially the petty
bourgeoisie from the real culprit — the capitalist
“system and its conmsequences -— by finding con-
venient scapegoats.

Victor -deSica’s Bicycle Thief .is a masterpiece.:

' By -its natural 4simplicity and profound truth it
ranks high in the field of cinematagraphic art
. After searching for a long time, an unemployed
worker, who has a wife and a little son, finally
gets a job. There is 2 condition attached to it:
:-He. must have a bicycle. His bicycle is in the
‘pawnshop; he gets it out by his wife pawning
their blankets instead. He can start working
‘.again. But his precious bicycle is stolen on the
“first day of his new job. The police are mnot in-
terested; they cannot help him to find the thief.
Besides, thele are so many bicycles s‘colen evelv
day.

So he is obliged to help himself and after a
dramatic chase finaily finds the thief — but not
the bicycle. And he has no .evidence against the
thief. So there is nothing be can do about it.
And then, in his bitterness and despair, he tries
to steal another man’s bicycle. The attempt fails.
However, the bicycle owner does not want to have
“him arrested. With his terrified son the worker
goes home, ashamed of himself, without a job,
without help, without hope.

And that is the end of this story. No’ stroke
of good luck comes to that man’s aid. The comedy
of capitalist charity which, by coincidence, -he
witnesses while chasing the thief, often benefits
scoundrels and vagabonds; a worker is too proud
to accept it; he wants a job, a decent wage, he
wants justice. The police officers, i.e., the state,
are not, interested and will not help him; they do
not .defend the poor and the hungry. Some in-
dividuals succeed in helping themselves by in-
juring others.’Our “hero” tries it" half-heartedly
and is trapped. For him, there remains no way
out, - e Lk

Only by getting together w1th other prole-
tyrians, by struggling with them against the in-
" justice of this society could he seriously hope
to achieve something. The worker in Bicycle
Thief is not a bad fellow, but he seeks only for

g an individual solution and cannot find one. The
solidarity of a few personal friends and of his

- family is not enough. (And he fails so completely,

that at a certain moment he finds himself almost
stripped of his dignity.) DeSica does not force
those conclusions on us. What we have just said
is only suggested by his “Hero’s” loneliness and
failure, by the futility of his individual struggle.
This is not a political but a social picture, a
human pieture: A’ perfect one of its kind.

“H that a recon
Lsides |

‘Just before PresndentTruman announced the U S. govern-
ment would not send nuhtary ‘aid to Formosa. Sen. William F..
Knowland (R, Calif.) - urged sueh intervention. -Here the senator
uses a map in his office to point out the island ‘where he would
want U. S. youth to go and. die in behalf of Chiang Kal-shek program. starting with the FEPC.

 rights legislation.
- much or how. little thls: moveme

“ed front’ mévement. .

By A ert Parker

ghts Mobxhzatlon,

iy Washington for three
meet _in sHE 15, will ' mark depended on to fulfill their civil fore it can make further progress.

days begmnmg Jan.
a high point of\ Negro ‘and Iabor
struggle for enactment of civil
‘No matter how

‘”"genumely broad umt-
Instead ‘of
acting 1nd1v1dually, as they did in
the past, the NAACP, CIO, AFL

«wand 49 other, national labor, mi-

nority, fraternal and church or-

,gamzatlons have pooled thelr ef-

forts' in.the moblhzatmn which
speaks for a combmed ‘members
ship running ifito the tens of mil-.
lions,. despite the self-defeating
decision to' ‘exclude all political
parties and Stallmst-led orgamza-
tions. ;

2. The mobilization 1ep1esents
an important — if limited — step
in the direction of mass pressure
and mass action against the Jim
Crow  forces. In previous years
these organizations relied primar-

jily on letters and telegrams to

Congress; this time they are send-
ing representatives in person to
demand enactment without delay
in this session of the civil rights

“urran |

The purge of all opposition to
the Curran machine in the Na-
tional Maritime Union received a
new .mpetus with the expulsion
of four members at the New
York meeting of the union on
Jan. 4. Despite open intimidation
by New York police and Curran
goons, it ‘was clear ‘that a

one of the "leaders of the anti-
Curran,’ Independent caucus. But

that Keith had been expelled by

on'-a point o

entire meeting, Angered mem-
bers rising to their feet in the

ar of the hall were set upon by
ém other gang of hooligans. The
police, present .in large numbers,
did nothing until the goons ran
into trouble when they interven-
ed on their side and broke up
the fracas at the rear of the hall,

ma)omy ‘of the membership at.
the” meetlng had voted against|
| the expulsxon of Charles -Keith,

the ' votes™ were bra7enly mls—
counted mnnqtratmn sup-
porfers’ ed as counters and’
Ciurran anhounced from the chair

T#dual and ‘hostile”

throughout the hall, Robert, Mec-,
Elroy, a seaman, took the. floor:
rder, demandmrrf
i taken ‘Wwith both:
represented as. countet‘s
While still before the mlcisophone"
at the front_of the hall, MeElroy:
was aqsaulted by several masters-}.
at-arms ‘who beat him to the]
ground in. the presence of the

*The-violence against rank and
file members at the union meet-
‘ing had been. preceded .days earl-
ier .by- a -Curran goon. - squad
‘attack, aided by cops, on a group
of inembers who -were standing
in front-of the union hall, dis-
tributing leaflets which .- con-
demned the purge program of the
admnustra’aon ,

Keith, the most promment of
‘those expelled, had formerly been
ohe: of the two secretaries of ‘the
Rank-and ‘File' Caucus headed by
[ Jogeph Currahn, which succeeded
in “ousting - the - Stalinidts "from
office at the last general unigp
election in 1948, He was charged
‘with “inciting to riot,” creating a
. organization,
collecting money - for “anti-union”
purposes,- bringing | court - action
against the runion among othel
things.: :

Was- contlnually mterrupted by
Curran, Keith charged that ‘the
trial was the. result of his op-
position. to the ‘policies of the
administration. No particulars ‘of
the charges had been. given to
‘him despite repeated requests on
his- part. Keith further charged
that in keeping with this kan-
‘garoo court - procedure he. had
been denied access to. the union
hall many times = during the
course of the “trial.”

Next in line for purge action
'were Leo Silverman and Jack

“In his speech of defense, which

COAL MINERS NEED THE AID

(Continued from page 1)
lacking ‘in any fighting capaci-
ties. That is what lends excep-
tional ferocity to their attacks
on the miners. ’

They are pressing for a show-
down now not only because the
economic situation of the coal in-
dustry is unfavorable to the
miners and their resources are
low, but because the UMW battle
has beenisolated. The rest of |
organized labor is quiescedt. The
corporations were able to settle
with the CIO steel and auto unions
for crumbs and clear the field of
the class struggle for a concen-
trated assault on the miners.
What particularly emboldens
the labor-haters in their present
drive against the miners is the
faiiure’ of the CIO and AFL
leaders to lend any support to the
UMW, even though these leaders
must have some inkling of what
a1 defeat for the miners would
mean for their own unions.
These union leaders have re-
mained criminally silent as the
corporations and government
conspire in an attempt to cut
the miners to pieces. They have
always resented the fact that
Lewis” aggressive methods have
won big gains and have exposed
their own lickspittle dependence
on the government for small
shabby favors. No doubt, down

OF ALL ORGANIZED WORKERS

Lewis are torn down a bit, their
own stature may seem to grow
by comparison.

The eapitalists and their gov-
ernment agents are fully aware
of . this- attitude. Indeed,- they
count on- it as a principal
assurance that they can crowd
the miners into a corner and beat
them down without fear of in-
tervention by the- rest of or-
valmed labor.

"The miners are fighting dek
against great odds.’By no means
are they to be counted out as yet.
But thgy are in great danger —
that fact must be recognized and
emphasized. If = they. suffer  a
defeat, the whole front. of the
labor movement will be exposed
to attack. -

To turn the tide speedlly in the
miners’ favor requires massive
intervention by the rest of or-
ganized labor. The impulse  for,
this intervention will come only
tfrom the union ranks. It is the
members and leaders of the local
unions of every affiliation who
must take the initiative. Pass
resolutions of support: for the
miners and protest against ‘gov-
ernment interference against
them. Demand that the top lead-
ers of your union mobilize all-out
aid to the miners. Let the Amer-
ican plutocracy know - thaf the
organized American workers will
not tolerate its scheme to drive for

in their narrow little souls many

of them feel if the UMW and

victory against all labor over the

achmc Expels
4 Opponents in NMU"-

Smith, accused among other
things of editing and writing for
The Voice of the Membership, a
discredited  Stalinist maritime
paper. Silverman admitted the
charge but pointed out that he
had written for the paper be-
cause no critical material from |
the r'ank and file is permitted in
the official union paper, The Pilot.
"Clitran’s denial of the sup-
pression of criticism in the Pilot
reached a new low in cynicism
and hypocrisy. There was room,
he said,: for “constructive ecritic-
ism” -— only “garbage” was’ kept
out. Then, as dozens of police
lined the aisles of the hall, he
boldly launched into a left critie-
ism of the Stalinists, condemn
ing them for their wartime be-
trayals ~and contrasting his
“democratic” methods with the
regimes behind “the Iron Cur-
tain.” Finally in a thinly-veiled
appeal to violence, he said that it
appeared inevitable that ‘blood
would flow” until the dissenters
were driven out of the union.
Silverman and Smith, the latter
in his absence, were then declared
expelled although fewer members
participated in the voting than
on the Keith case. The show of
brute force earlier in the meet-
ing had had its intended effect.
" Lastly, Jean Beek, a woman
member who was charged with
“distributing unauthorized litera-
ture” and “causing a disturbance,”
was dealt with in the same sum-
mary manner. In a sense this
action was even more repugnant
than the others, result'ng ap-
parently from nothing but per-
sonal spite on the part of John
Reaves,-a new Curran appointee

pleted .the meeting’s “business?
and logically complemented all
that had preceded it.

The charge of “inciting to riot”
derives from the actions of the
rank and file in resisting the
attempt of the -National Office
to illegally remove 15 regularly
elected New York Port officials.
This legitimate resistance t{o
bureaucratic and arbitrary ac-
tions has been stigmatized as an
attempt to seize the union hall
in. a “Communist plot” to take
control of the union. In this way,
the crimes of Curran and Co.
have been placed on the rank and
file, creating a broad pattern of
continuing purge action against
all critics of the top union ma-
chine. ’

The large vote cast against the
expulsion of Keith indicates that
despite all his. vicious methods
and. red-baiting, Curran has not
succeeded . in winning a majority
for his -purge program in New
York, the laggest branch in the
union. But there is no indication
that this will deter Curran and
Co. This totalitarian regime,
which goes hand in hand with a
policy of capitulation to the;
shipowners, must inevitably pro-
duce a reaction from the seamen.
Sooner or later the rank and file
will settle with Curran as they
did with the old ISU gang and

shattered ranks of the miners.

; later with the Stalinists.

~trust in the capitalist politicians
.}~ distrust which experience has

in the New York Port. This com- |

| ing momentum.

3. The mobilization reflects the

crats and Republicans cannot be

rights promises. In short, the
Washington conference itself is
obJectlvely an expression of dis-

proved to be-well justified and
which . will."be transformed into
more actxve hostility to the capi-
talist pohtlclans who continue to
stand in the way of first-class
citizenship for Negroes and other
minorities. -

MORE IS NEEDED

It would be unrealistic, however,
to expect that the Washington
conferencé will be enough to turn

the tide and. force Congress to
override filibusters against civil
rights.

In the first place, official an-
nouncements make it clear that
the conference itself will be large-
ly ‘a routine lobbying affair, with
the delegates assigned to visiting
their congressmen and holding a
couple of meetings at which poli-
ticians and their own leaders will
deliver some pep-talks. The same
kind of lobbying that has proved
so ineffectual in the past will pre-
vail this year, although the form
will be changed a little and more
people will be involved. The memni-~
bers of Congress, who knew last
year that the same participating
organizations favored the passage
of civil rights bills, will not feel
the addition of serious pressure
_{through this conference and will
not be much more inclined to act
favorably than they were in 1949.

In the second place, all signs
indicate that attendance at the con
ference will not be anywhere near-

—
NUMBER 3

New Pohtlcal Pohcy Needed
By Civil

Wants Troops in F ordmo}sd;

This false pohtlcal conception,

1 Emer enc ClVll growing understanding by the shared by- all the leaders of the
The Nationa %vhlc’lrl will mass of the people that the Demo- mobilization, must be rooted out

of the civil rights movement be-

It must be understood, and public-

1y stated to the masses, that the -

Trumanites are quite content to
go on with things as they are, to
keep on making pro-civil rights
statements and gestures, etc.

TRUMANITE RECORD

They proved this conclusively
last year by the sham battle they
staged over the filibuster, which
they were perfectly willing to lose
as soon as they saw how they
could put the blame for it on the
Republicans. Truman himself has
proved it over and over again by
refusing to use his power to end
segregation in the armed forces
and to withhold federal funds
from discriminatory housing. For
the Trumanites the whole ques-
tion of civil rights is a political
maneuver, and no headway can
be made' until they are branded

sponsible with the Republicans
and Southern Democrats for the
defeat of the rights bills.

When the masses are told the
truth, when they are sliown that
they have no real friends in Washe
ington, then they will understand
the need to fight for themselves
and will act accordingly. "~ Once
that happens, there will be a gene
uine upsurge by the people. Then
broad and deep pressure will reals

iticians.

The ruling class may be come
pelled to grant some concessions,
But in thé course of the struggle
the Negro and labor movements
will find out that the achieve«

ly as large as it can and should
be, if the real strength of the par-!
ticipating organizations is taken
into account. But the most serious
shottcoming is the fact that the
delegates will not be reinforced
by powerful mass demonstrations
in the communities from which|®
they come.

WHY THE APATHY?

The original plans for the mo-
bilization included the organiza-
tion of such mass pressure on a

ment of their full objectives re=

,quires a complete break with capi-
talist politics and the formatiom

of an independent Labor Party
that will undertake to replace the
capitalist peliticians in Washing-

ton with real Jepresentatlves of

the masses.

gress are no better than they wera
last year. The same fancy politie
cal footwork will be offered as a
substitute for what the people

grass-roots level. Attempts to

made in some communities, but
by and large they were not big
and therefore not very successful.|
Even where genuine efforts were
made, the- masses were not arous-
ed, they vremained apathetic.
Knowmg why this happened and
how to correct the situation is the '
key to victory in the civil rights|
fight, for only when the rank and '
filé workers are actively aroused
and set into motion will Congress
begin to do something about it.

Why did the masses fall to re-!
spond in large numbers? Not be-'
cause they are indifferent to the'
civil rights bills; everybody, even’
the capitalist politicians, know
they are for them. What is in-
volved is a POLITICAL question.
Their leaders have given them the
false impression that the Tru-
manites are sincerely working to
pass these bills and that it is
necessary only to rely on the Tru-
manites and everything will turn
out right in the end. Where the
impression prevails that there is
no need for a fight, you will nat-
urally be unable to arouse people
to engage in one.

hold mass meetings were actually D
it and try to' exploit it for their -

peing worried by the mobilization
in Washington, will even welcome

own ends; at any rate, feeling
that they have the labor and Ne-
gro vote “in their pocket” because
of their demagogic gestures last
year, they will see no reason for
not repeating them this year,

WHAT WE MUST SHOW

radidhlly and rapidly if the dele«
gates to the Washington confere

ence rid themselves of false poli=-

tical conceptions, break with the
illusion that civil rights bills can
. be passed by reliance on the Tru~
manites in any form, and go back
home determined to build a mass
movement of militant struggle for
equality which no capltahst poll-
tician will be able to ignore, mani-

pulate or prevent from reaching
its goal.

What we need to show Congress
is not that the masses want. civil

already know — but that they are
ready to defeat and sweep aside
any force that stands 'in the way
of their getting it.

Civil  Rights Mobilization
Wash'ncrton next week. The meet-
ing, held in Tabernacle Baptist
Church last night, was more than
three times the size of the meet-
ing called by the NAACP a few
weeks ago, shows that the mobil-
ization for civil rights is gather-

The main speaker was Herbert
Hill, assistant field secretary of
the NAACP, who has been tour-
ing the mid-west to gather forces
for the Washington mobilization.
He called attention to the new
militant spirit that is pervading
the movement for civil rights,
and said it must be wedded to
the organized strength of the
labor movement in order to ac-
complish the aims of both.

The  burning  determination
among Negroes to win the fight
for civil rights was impressed
upon the audience by Nathaniel
C. Lee, NAACP branch co-

ordinator. “I am not going to
thank you for coming,” he said,

YOUNGSTOWN NAACP RALLY
GETS ENCOURAGING RESPONSE

YOUNGSTOWN, Jan. 9—Almost 700 people answered.
the call of the Youngstown Branch of the NAACP to at-

tend a mass meeting to build support for the Natlonal
in ®—

“because this is where you ought
to be.”” The mobilization is being
called, be said, “because we must
take different steps to impress
upon those in authority that <civil
rights must be passed now.”

Dan Thomas; president of Local
1462 of the CIO United Steel-
workers, pointed out to the
audience that employers foster
racial divisions because it is to
their profit in dollars and cents.
The péople must depend on. their
organized strength, he said, to
win the fight, just as the fight
of the workers in the mills against
the companies is only as effective:
as their union is strong.

The local delegation to Wash~
ington  will -include Nathaniel
C. Lee and Harry Greene from
Local 1830, United Steelworkers,
Jack Thornton, PAC Director for
District 26, United Steelworkers,
and Andrew Diehl,
Howard and Rev. S. S. Booker

from the local NAACP,

ly be exerted on the capitalist pole ;

At pr esent the pr ospects in Con-t

But the picture can be changed '

rights legislation — which they

William =

-

for it and held EQUALLY re-

|
§
i

want. The Trumanites, instead of '

wias “glaais
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