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The Republican and Democratic members of Congress are

getting together in a special session to push through the pro-

gram of Big Business.

The members of organized labor should also get together
to draft and fight for an independent program in the interests

of the working people.

When Wall Street’s Congress meets in Washington on

. Mov. 17, it should be confronted with the representatlve voice

~ and might of the American people.

“best be cxpressed through a

grass roots assembly of elected delegates from all‘labor organi-

' zations CJO, AFL, Railroad Brotherhoods and independents.

There in Washington, on the very doorsteps of Wall

Street’s Congress, the men and women who truly speak for
~laber should meet, draft their demands and organize action.

They should deal first of all with the most burning prob-

lem of the American people—high prices.

Truman dared not ignore

special session. But only an idiot can believe that Wall Street’s
Congress—which passed the Taft-Hartley Law, killed price
and rent controls, reduced corporation profits taxes—will will-
ingly lift a finger against the profiteers and price-gougers.

A representative Congress of Labor should counterpose
its own program to the program-that-serves ‘only the profit-
mtere\ts of the few. This program would include:

. PRICE CONTROL THROUGH:COMMITTEES OF
THE UNIONS, CONSUMERS GROUPS AND FARMERS

ORGANIZATIONS.

These mass committees should fix prlce cellmgs, ration
gcarce necessities, confiseate food and’ ‘6ther goods hoarded for
They should examine the books and
records of the corporations, and expose all fraudulent and prof-
They should press for the 1mpr1sonment of*

$peculative purposes.

1tecrmg practices.’
price-extortiorists.

2. EXPROPRIATION AND NATIONALIZATION OF
ALL FOOD-PROCESSING INDUSTRIES AS A FIRST

That voice and.might can
CONGRESS OF LABOR—a

this problem in his call for a

An Editorial

‘thatthe fundamental

A Labor Program for Congress

STEP TOWARD NATIONALIZATION OF ALL MONOP-

OLIES.

Private monopolies of food-processing and other basic
industries must be smashed. The government should seize
these industries, eliminate private profit and operate them un-

der the control of the workers

tnemselves.

At the same time, a Congress of Labor should press for
measures that would really ensure aid for the hungry,

Money and supplies that

to Europe are not intended for the people. They go to dicta-|

Wall Street’s Congress sends

torial regimes, controlled by the rich, which are oppressing the

people.

They are swallowed up by military machines and the

black markets. A Congress of Labor should demand:
1. LET THE TRADE UNIONS AND OTHER WORK-

ERS’ ORGANIZATIONS

IN EUROPE SUPERVISE

LOANS TO FEED THE PEOPLE AND DISTRIBUTE

ALL SUPPLIES.

SEND AID WITHOUT POLITICAL

DISCRIMINATON TO THE ‘NEEDY OF ALL LANDS.
The greatest immediate aid we could give the people of
occupied Europe would be to take the burden of foreign mili-

tary occupation from their backs.

That means:

2. WITHDRAW ALL OCCUPATION TROOPS AND
LET THE EUROPEAN PEOPLES WORK OUT THEIR

OWN DESTINIES.

To achieve labor’s program a Congress of Labor should
mobilize the workers in militant action on a nation-wide scale
throagh mass meetings, mass committees of pressure on Con-
gressmen, mass demonstrations. :

At the same time, a Congress of Labor should recognize

ob s to

destroy Wall Street’s” political

monopoly. It should launch the campaign for independent po-

litical action’ through a Labox

candidates and build its own party.

Party. It should run its own
It should flght to kick

out the Democratic and Republican agents of Wall Street in
Washington and replace them with tried and trusted men and

women from labor’s own ranks.

Vigilantes

New Jersey Meeting
Of Communist Party

" NEWARK, Oct. 29—Strongly denouncing the vngllante at-
. tack which broke up a Communist Party meeting in Trenton
last Sunday, the Socialist Workers Party here called on the
labor movement for action to stop the spreading attacks on the

1

democratic rights of minority parties.
A court order had been ob-%

tained by the CP to prevent in-
terference with its meeting,
but police did nothing to enforce
the order. Several thousand mem-
bers of a mob gathered by reac-
tionary “veterans” leaders broke
into the meeting hall, heat up some
observers who sought to enter and
prevented the meeting from being
held.

The next day Republican Gov-
ernor Driscoll issued a statement
giving hi§ implied approval to such
attacks on the right of free as-
scinibly, and denying state protec-
tion to a Kingdon-for-Senator rally
threatened with a similar attack
in Jersey City. that night.

The SWP statement struck sharp-
ly at Driscoll for ‘“condoning this
suppression of civil liberties. Here
he is, parading around as a great
democrat on the basis of the liberal-
ized Bill of Rights in the proposed
Constitution to be voted on next
week, and yet at the same time he
upholds these violations.

“Wien the Staiinists suppress the
meetings of their political oppon-
¢énts in Eastern Europe, that’s ter-
rible and a great outcry goes up
about it here. But when the same
thing happens in reverse in the
capitol of one c¢f America’s most
important states, that’s presumably
dcrimcracy. rree speech seems to
be a good thing—in far-off Europe.
Here it appears to be well on the
way to being considered a crime.

“If reactionaries and hoodlums
get away with breaking up Com-
munist Party meetings today, with
the Governor’s approval, they will
on the morrow try the same gang-
ster methods against all union and
progressive groups. This is the road
to fascism,

“Since the state and police’ au-
thoritxes refuse to guarantee the
fight of free speech and assembly,
wé call on the labor movement fo
do so by forming workers’ defery:
guards to protect minority parties

Break Up

and labor organizations against at-
tacks by vigilante gangs and pro-
fascist hoodiums.”

The "Kingdon Jersey City rally
was held, despite the appearance
of several dozen men who carried
clubs and tried to intimidate people
entering the hall. In Newark pres-
sure has forced the cancellation of
a hall rented for a CP meeting.

These threats to civil liberties
are beginning to alarm some union
leaders, who realize suppression of
democratic rights is an anti-labor
weapon, State CIO President Carl
Holderman today vigorously blasted
“the lynch mob spirit displayed in
Trenton” and asked adequate pro-
tection for the proposed CP meet-
ing - in Newark.

(See editorial on Page 4.)

Landlords Dominat:é
Local Rent Boards

Real estate and business inter-
ests control most of the local rent
boards set up under the Rent De-
control Act. These boards are em-
powered to recommend rent boosts

or decontrol of rents altogether in
their areas.

An analysis of the membexshlp
of 179 rent boards in heavily
populated areas shows they are
dominated by 449 landlords, real
estate men, business executives,
bankers, corporation lawyers and
insurance representatives, Only
57 labor spokesmen have been
appointed.

Out of 10 members on the Chi-
cago board, there are three real
estate agents, one insurance
agent, one lawyer, oné merchant,
one YMCA secretary, a foundry
owner and one union man. Los
Angeles has four retired business-
men, one real estate agent. Louis-
ville has two lawyers, two real
estate agents, one landlord. St.
Louis has two real estate men, an
automoible dealer, a lawyer and
one union man.

These are typical.

Hickman Defense Getting
Nation-Wide Support

CHICAGO, Oct. 28—James Hickman goes on trial on the
morning of Nov. 5 in the court of Judge Rudolf DeSort, 7th
floor cof the Criminal Court Building, 26th and California Sts.
The state will demand Hickman’s life or liberty for shooting

the landlord he held respon-+

sible for the murder of his four
children in a fire last winter.

The outcome of this trial is
being watched with interest by in-
creasing numbers of organizations
and people in all parts of the coun-
try, thanks to the campalgﬁ being
conducted in Hickman’s behalf by
the Hickman Defense  Committee
(4619 South Parkway, ,Chicago 15).

Defense committees. are being
formed in other communities, .and
resclutions demanding Hickman’s
freedom are coming in from more;
and more states. In the last week
alone, moral and/or financial aid
was recived from the followmg or-
ganizations:

New York: $118 from individuals

appealed to in a Workers Defense
League mailing.

Detroit: UAW Briggs Local 212—
$100; Dodge . UAW Local 3—$25.

Philadelphia: Westinghouse UE
Local 107—$10.

Chicago: Local 1204, CIO United
Paper Workers—$100; Local 15, CIO
Retail Clerks—$25; Iocal 44 of
Livestock Handlers—$10; Local 1454
of CIO United Railroad Workers—
$10.

New Jersey: UAW Bendix Local
153; UE Local 440.

The Defense Committee’s ﬁght o
free Hickman has been endorsed by
all four regional directors of the
UAW in Detroit—Emil Mazey, Percy
Llewellyn, Norman Matthews and

More Wagﬁés‘ a "Must"
States AFL's Survey

Back in September the CIO News said that if prices continue to rise the workers will
be forced to demand more wages.
Last week ‘the AFL, in its current Economic Survey, voiced the same view. It stated
that prlces have so outstrxpped previous wage gains that a “third round” of wage raises has

become “a must.”

Most workers will say “Amen!” to that.
when prices rise more than#

5% in a year and now are
going up faster than ever—the
only way the workers can protect
their living standards is to fight for
more wages.

But what.are the AFL and CIO
leaders doing about it—besides per-
mitting publication of a couple of
cbscure literary references to the
need for more wages?

Last month both these organiza-
tions held national conventions.
They solmenly resolved that prices
are getting terrible. They com-
plained about the inaction of the
government. But they seemed to
have dropped the word ‘“wages”
from their vocabularies.

CARRY INTO ACTION

It is time for the question of
higher wages to be carried from the
columns of CIO and AFIL: house or-
gans into the field of action.

A national fight for a substantial
wage increase must be made. Every
day’s delay means a wider gap be-
tween present money wages and
rising prices.

But it must be recognized that
another round of fixed wage in-
creases is not enough. It will only
enable the workers to catch wup
temporarily with past price rises.
It will not protect them from future
price rises.

This is what worries most work-
ers. They won important wage gains
in 1946 through tremendous strike
struggles. During the past year,
they were forced to demand a “sec-
ond round” of raises. Now they
must demand a “third round.”

Will they have to fight for a
“fourth”, a “fifth” and a “sixth”?
Thats the discouraging prospect
they face in a period of price in-

flation when they limit their de-
niands to fixed wage gains.
ESCALATOR CLAUSE

The labor movement must

‘therefore raise an additional and

more far-reaching demand—for an

William C. Stevenson.

adjustable cost-of-living bonus. The

You don’t have

to be very sharp to know that

cost-of-living bonus principle, also
known as the escalator or sliding
wage scale, provides for supple-
ments to regular wages in direct
proportion to rising prices.

The employer is automatically
required by contract, at regular
monthly or quartetly intervals, to
pay a wage bonus in line with
higher living costs. Thus, if the
basic wage is $1 an hour, and prices
then rajse 10%, the employer must

pay the basic scale plus 10 cents
more per hour. ..

This is the type of demand the
New York Building Trades Council
has counterposed to the employers’
demand for a three-year wage
freeze. ' A similar cost-of- -living de-
mand was raised last year by the
CIO- Packinghouse Workers.

Let the whole union movement
now inscribe this demand on its
banner as a fighting slogan.

.| economy,. whlch i
cracks..and " ﬁssures since the end |}’

Truman GOP Speed U

Wall Street’s Progran
To Bolster Dictator

By Art Preis

Truman has called a special session of Cor
gress, starting Nov. 17, to speed up Wall Street
program for bolstering capitalist reaction
At the same time he has thrown a beo
to the American people by promising to place b
fore Congress a pro-* :

Europe.

gram on price inflation,
the details of which he
has not yet revealed.
Despite bilions already
poured into the U.S.-dominated
countries of Europe, the rot-
ten ‘and tottering capitalist
economies of France, Italy, etc.,
are on the verge of collapse.
Thé swift pace of this disintegra-
tion . abroad i§ accelerated by the
soaring inflation in this country.

Rising . prices of American goods
have drastically cqrtailed foreign

I'purchases from the:U. S. and quick-

ly eaten up previous American loans
to bankrupt and war-ruined coun-
tries.

In return,

American capitalist

has shown . huge

of the war, would ' be dangerously
shaken and undermined .by " a eol- |
lapse 'in" the " western European

‘countries.

This two-fold prospect has thor-
oughly alarmed. American Big Busi-~
ness and . its government. They are
especially concerned because of the
effects upon Wall Street’s plans to
dominate the world.

IMPAIR SCHEME

Capitalist econemic crisis in west-
ern Europe, with its inevitable ac-
companiment of working class re-
volts against unemployment and
starvation, would seriously impair
Wall Street’s scheme to build a
strong European base for the plan-
ned atomic war against the Soviet
Union.

Wall Street has ordered the gov-
ernment to rush through the Mar-
shall Plan and “stop-gap aid” with-
out further delay. Both Republi-
cans and Democrats are complying
quickly.

The Republicans, who were delay-
ing action with a pinch-penny atti-
tude, have stepped promptly into
line at the crack of Wall Street's
whip. They have announced,
through Senator Taft, that they
expect to push through not only

the “stop-gap” program but the
whole Marshall Plan by Dec. 19.

‘Fortune’ Poll Shows
Wide Fear of Futur

The latest poll taken by Fortw
magazine repotrts that 50% of
farimers and 677% of the fact
workers queried fird it harde
to “make ends meet” tha
months ago. Of the generalp
ulation only 33% reported it
same; while 5% found it eas
and 4% had no opinion. y

Apprehension over the fub
is widespread. 51% of-those pol
expect there will he fewer
six months from now than tod
25%  thought there might be ¢
sanmie number of jobs; _while
believed ~ more ~ jobs  are
around the corner, and 11
no - opinion.

-in  western

promise of action on price inf

basm program of i
domination. and cong

Although the impel
Truman’s call for a sp c1a1 !
is to prop up capitalist despoh
Europe, -he * felt co
pelled to hitch his “aid to free
tions” program to & demag

at home. This is. the
most immediate congern
American people. Truman did
dare to ignore it in any call: fo
special sessien. :
Truman . threw in his promi
action on prices to better justif;
special - session in the eyes' o
people and make them mo
ing to accept his real aim
and quicker aid to reactio
regimes under the thumb of’ Was
ington:
But - nobody . knows as yet
what Truman intends to pro
on .prices. In his radio speech
the special session, he- stresge
peril: of ~unrestrained: price
tion and warned that “the.
being paved for a recession o
depression.” He,K was utterly vag
* (Continuéd on Page 2) .-

DE GAULLE THREAT MOUNTS

By Joseph Hansen

France is faced with the
gravest threat of a fascist seiz-
ure of power since 1936. Gen-
eral de Gaulle has received
Wall Street’s” stamp of ap-

proval as future dictator. With
American Big Busihess behind him,
this French version of Hitler, Mus-
solini and Franco is now brazenly
encouraging his motley following of
royalists, avowed fascists, police

DE_GAULLE

| FRANC

agents strong-arm riffraff, Cat;hohc
politicians and hysteria-ridden
small businessmen to get 1eady for
action in the streets.

Alrecdy a .clash has occurred,
with hundreds of casualties, when
alarmed Parisian workers, protest-
ing a provocative de Gaullist rally
were attacked by steel-helmeted
police wielding rifle butts.

De Gaulle followed up his gains
in the elections of Oct. 19 and 26
by a dictatorial déemand for the im-
mediate -dissolution of the National
Assembly. This amounted to an
ultimatum to the present. govern-
ment to hand over power. That was
the pattern of events in both Italy
and Germany where Mussolini and
Hitler took adventage of parliamen-
tary forms to pave their way to
dictatorship.

“The objections that certain per-
sons might profess to find in a
| constitutional text to retard the op-
eration,” said de Gaulle, “would. be
i turned to mere derision.” This is
an cpen threat to toss the Con-
stitution ef France into the waste-
' basket if the general finds it stands
in the way of his early assumption
of rule.

U. S. SUPPORT

In the United States, such Big
Business newspapers as the N. Y.
Times and the N.Y. Herald Tribune
support de Gaulle’s ominous de-

mands. “There is nio doubt that

France has arrived at a
which demands new decisions,” sand
the Times editorially., There is an
“unanswerable logic in General de
Gaulle’s challenge to the Govern-
ment” and the Ramadier regime
“will have to bow in the end if it
should succeed in obtaining a pre-
carious vote of confidence in an As-
sembly which is no longer repre-
sentative.”

The Oct. 28 Times printed an in-
terview between its correspondent
G. L. Sulzberger and de Gaulle last
May which was withheld from pub-
lication while the general was in
political eclipse. Its release now
was clearly designed to tip off the
capitalists «outside the inner. circle
on the real score about de Gaulle.

De Gaulle was asked how he
planned to come to power. For in-
stance, if he were oifered the post
of Premier “early this winter” a
constitutional change would bg re-
quired.

QUESTION OF TACTICS

De Gaulle replied that it was “a
question of tactics ... Some events,
such as thosec of 1940, show that a
Constitution can be changed quick-
ly, even in one afternoon.”

In office, de Gaulle would end the
multiple-party system. This would
fix a one-party dictatorship on
France in the style of fascist Italy
and Nazi Germany.

De Gaulle would end the ind
pendence of the trade unions by
two means: (1) barring them fron
politics; (2) tying them into
sociations” combined with cap
ists. This plank in de ‘Gaulle's
form is directly patterned on Mu
solini’s “corporations” in the fa
state. :

De Gaulle’s phrases dire
against both trade unions and “ca
italist organizations” and
scheme to combine them. in “ass
ciations” sound like a pla
from Hitler'’s book “Mein Kamj
The same holds for his main plank
against “communism.” In this
terview last May, de Gaulle was
ready looking beyond the ballot
“Of course the Communists -
fight us,” he said, “and of co
we will fight them.” .

“The Communists are ¥
French party,” declared this
ciple, of the corporate’ state.:
in power, under the formula of
lawing alien -“communism,”
Gaulle would smash the labor m
ment as did Hitler, Mussolini.
Franco. But' cne thing de
would not touch—sacred cap
property. “We must provid
full free emterprise,” said the g
eral.  That’s the tip off te
Street’s “lackies that this woul
French Hitler is on' the b m
far as they are concerned..’ -
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itting in Washington as

" Thomas-Rankin Un-American
‘ The two-bit politicians in charge are well suited
the task of whipping up the red-hunt and grateful for the
ortunity to bask in the limelight.
Ku Klux Klan variety they violate the

ovies,

anism” of the 200%
basic civil liberty of freedom
of ‘thought, guaranteed by the
irst Amendment to the U. S.

itistion. -

This investigation is important
ause. of the terrific publicity
m-it. It is and promises to con-

f red-baiting instruments of the
all Street-State Department com-

Photographers’ cameras flash, the
eleyision and newsreel cameras
orind away. Batteries of micro-
ones carry the proceedings all
er the nation. Over a hundred
orters sit at special tables. The
are of klieg lights is so intense
hat many wear sun glasses.

INISTER SIDE

But whipping up public hysteria
is omy one aspect of this Holly~
W d “probe.”” There is another
‘misteq side.
sinning of a conspiracy to totali-
anize first the movie industry,
n, the radio and the press.
eryone knows that these mediums
are already well under the control
of Big Business. But the drive for
rld War III demands the muzzl-
of the least dissenting or- lib-
a,lkoplnwn The movies as a mass
edium are first on the list.

One might ask what can the
italist. politicians possibly find
ng. with the movies? Doesn’t
silver screen serve its multi-
lionaire owners and Wall Street
1. enough? Doesn’t it give a
Ise_enough picture of the Ameri-
people and their problems? If
European were to base his ideas
American movies, he would tell
hat everybody in the U. S. lives

no class divisions because poor
s ‘always marry rich men. The
egfoes are perfectly content—all
‘ever do is laugh and sing. In
such tripe is all that Holly-
peddles. And what can pos-
y-be communistic in it?

he contempt the Un-American
nittee has for the intelligence
the American people can bhe
ged by this charge that the
ies are now chock-full of com-
istic propaganda. Ask your-
“What. pictures with com-

ef,

The answer is immediate,
But Chairman Thomas
hxs fellow ward heelers believe

 LABOR CANDIDATE

i
i

- JOSEPH T. DeSILVA,

Endorsed by the Los Angeles
‘Branch of the Socialist Workers
Party as a step in the right di-
rection is the candidacy of Jo-
seph T. DeSilva, executive sec-
retary of the AFL Retail Clerks
Local 770, for Assemblyman from
the 63rd district. Supported by
‘the AFL, the CIO and Railroad
Brotherhcods, DeSilva is cam-
paigning as a labor man for
clection Nov. 4 te fill a vacency
in the state legislature. B

By George Lavan

1 duced war propaganda films. When

1t is the official be-

huge and Tuxurious homes. There.

prosecutor, judge and jury is
Committee “investigating”

In the name of “Ameri-

3 N DR S~
the American people are too dumb
to know what they see.

KINDLY BANKERS

They have listed a large number
of movies supposedly communist In
tenor. Among them is Best Years
of Our Livés. The dangerous radi-
cal thought in it;, according to the
witch-hunters, is the portrayal -of
a banker as crusty and tightfisted.
Apparently if the committee has its
way all bankers must be .shown
only as kindly and magnanimous.

The truth is, Hollywood Is ‘““loyal”
—not to the American people—but
to Wall Street and . the State De-
. partment. When World War II prep-
arations started, Hollywood pro-

the White House and the Kremlin
got- together, appropriate propa-
ganda films ~such as Mission to
Moscow were ground out, giving the
Stalinist version. of the Moscow
Trials, endorsed at that time by the
State Department. As the current
drive for war against the Soviet
Union swings into high, we learn
that Hollywood is already busy pre-
paring anti-Russian films as its
centrivution “to atomic destruction.

But obviously the fat boys and
their hired hands, the politicians,
want much more.

The Hollywood “probe”. started off
with open recommendation from
Representative Thomas to the Holly-
wood employers that they fire and
blacklist all “communist” employes.
Testimony from well-rehearsed wit-
nesses was introduced that unions in
Hollywood were ‘“red”. Walt Disney,
notorious for his hatred of unions
and strikebreaking efforts in his own
stwdios, eagerly backed this charge.

‘has

But nexther the unions nor the

many individuals who have been
attacked in these committee sessions
are able to cross-examine:witnesses
who acuse them. Why not? = The

‘meanest pickpocket in a police court

has the right to cross-examine wit-
nesses. In the “Un-American” kan-
garco court, however, those nomin-
ated for the blacklist and stigmatized
as “subversives’’ cannot even ques-
tion their denouncers.

Can’t they go into court, then, and
sue if the testimony against them is
false or slanderous? Again the an-
swer is no! Congressional 1mmumty

€overs the red-baiting committee
and all it§ siiocze witnesses. ,

The victims of the red-hunt are
thus deprived of the civil rights now
being celebrated by the Freedom
Train, by all the ads and speeches
glorifying democracy.

The investigation may end with
many in prison. For' when a vietim
refuses to put his nam€ on the
blacklist by declaring he is a mem-
ber of the Communist Party, or

when he tries to answer more than

ves or no to leaded: questions; he is
promptly cited for contempt. This

screen writers, -
MONSTROUS CAMPAIGN ..

Big Business has' set.-out.on .the

path for Werld ‘War IIL . Civil lib-
erties and the.laber. movement. are
the main obstacles on this path..To
remove these obstacles, a monstrous
campaign of red-baiting- and viola-
tion: of civil liberties has ‘been going
cn fer a  year now. It has -been
marked by government strikebredk-

ing, Supreme Court decisions limit-.
ing the BIill of Rights, the. Taft-:

Hartley Act, purges of federal. em-
ployes, deportation proceedings, and
now we see it entering the phase |-
of “thought centrol.’”, . .ixc ssujoge

Union: militants. who hate. Btal-

inism for: its betrayals, -must realize
that - this drive against the imovies |.:

is not .aimed at the.Stalinists, who

are the. target and the .victims at.

this stage. It is aimed against iree
speech and thought, just. as:teéd-
baiting in the unions is really aimed
at the tlade umo,ﬁs themselves

already happened. to several |

MILLIONS
OF DOLLARS. . .

5 A
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by the big five feod chains.

In 1945, for example, A & P’s
is apprbaching three times that figure.

. Fhis .chart from the. September CIO Economic Outlook points up the tremendous profi(.s accumulated
profit v.as about 12 million delalrs.

Today it
Federated Pictures

e (Q,c_mt»i’nued from Page 1)
however, as to his ’program to halt
rising . prices.

.That he ha% no effectlve program
in- mind is demonstrated by his
failure: to say anything on the two
key:elements of such a program.

1. He-said not a word about the
need fox: higher wages: to .protect
the .workers’ living . standards, al-
though: :he admitted that “for. most
of..out people, increases in income

are falling behind increases in the
s :

cost of living.

On "Boom

tone.
cealed.

of Congress,
forced to hoist a storm warn-
ing and to point to the black
clouds of “a recesion or a depres-
sion” now clearly v151b1e on the
i horizon.

A year ago the capitalist propa-
gandists - were assuring us that

i ’prlces are shooting up.

. ' people

“more production” would bring
pricés down. Now Truman is forced
to admit:

“Although is high,
Although
(nearlv everyone is employed, many
cannos afford essential
'items. Although national income
has reached a new high, the buy-
ing power of many people is shrink-
ing.”

SIGNIFICANT FIGURE

He cited some significant figures
on the extent and speed of infla-
 tion. Since June 1946, clothing
! prices are up 18%; housefurnish-
ings, 18%; food 40%. Over-all
prices have soared 23%. And that’s
a conservative figure.

Wholesale prices of textiles are
up 309%; metals, 35%; and build-
ing materials, 41%. These rises,
Truman warns, “affect every indus-
f try and trade and they will eventu-
ally be reflected in retail prices.”

The working people are already
suffering severely, Truman admits.
“Millions of families of low or mod-
erate income are already the vic-
tims of inflation. These families
are using up their savings. They
are mortgaging their future by go-
ing into debt. They are doing

production

Wlthout tHingy’ they ‘should ‘have.”

Truman lIssues Storn
in Ra

-Bust”

Last July Truman’s -Midyear Economlc Report exuded
optimism. Last week, Truman was compelled to change his
The precarious state of American capitalist economy,
reflected in a galloping price inflation, can no longer be con-

In his Oct. 24 radio address on his call for a spec1a1 session
Truman was% -

Millions of famlhes says Truman
are “doing without.” But the cause
of the inflation, he then adds, is
the “great demand” by these same
people for available goods.

Even though his explanation for
the infiation is so much. hot  air
and he hasn’t even the hint of a
program to halt high prices, Tru-
man’s fears of a “boom-bust” are
not empty.

GETTING JITTERY

There are ample signs that Wall
Street is getting jittery. Simultan-
eous with Truman’s call for a spec-
ial session, the stock market suf-
fered its sharpest break in six
months. The Treasury and Federal
Reserve Board at the same time
passed the word down quietly to
the ‘b’anks to put some check on
the huge loans and credit being ex-
tended for speculation. )

A poll of one hundred leading
economists with industrial and
banking corporations, universities
and research organizations, made
public on Oct. 26 by the F. W.
Dodge Corporation, revealed that 75
of them predicted a “recession” or
“depression” beginning next spring.

Truman’s figures; rather than his
“explanation,” indicated where the
real danger of depression lies. Pro-
duction is outstripping mass pur-
chasing power. Inventories are pil-

ing up in the factories and ware-.

houses. A point of such glut will
be reached that the owners will
start to slow down plOduCthl’l close

plants.” Then thé “bust” will be on.

.
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The snde of - the: plctum Truman
dido’t paint. was. profits... These
have risen, for corporations alone,
to the phenomenal .all-time peak
rate of $29- billion a year before
taxes.. . Government . expenditures—
federal, state and local—are run-
ning at about $56 billion a year.
Tens of billions also -go to land-
lords and bankers and interests
and to unincorporated businesses
and rackets.

Add the total and you can see
why inflation is riding. the land,
why mass -purchasing: .. power is
shrinking, why Wall Street cannot
conceal its fears of a “bust.”

Second iSeries
Of N. Y. School to
Open on Nov. 17

NEW YCRK, Oct. 29 — The New
York Marxist Labor School ~will

4 open its second fall series of Mon-

day night classes on Nov. 17.. Two
sessions will be held at 116 Uni-
versity Place each Monday night
thlough Dec 8 at 7:30 aud 9.

As a living guide to action by the
workers today, the heroic struggles
safter the: American Civil War: will
‘be :studied  in the first class each
Monday at 7:30. Instructor Charles
Carsten, organizational :secretary of
New York Local SWP and former
secretary ' to Leon Trotsky, will re-
view the inspiring . revelutionary
record of the American Negroes,
one of the most important and
most - distorted chapters “in U. S.
history. In the first fall series of
the - school William F. Warde re-
viewed the class stxuggles leading
up to the Civil War.

“Boom-Bust. Ahead?” will be the
topic of the second class each Mon-
day ab9. Instructor John G. Wr ight,
Associate Editor of Fourth Inter-
nauonal will show the causes of
capltahst cuses, Whv another de-
plessxon is unavoxdable and w1ll
outhne the workmg class answer —
the coming American Revolution.

TWIN CITY FORUMS

"The Workers -Town Meeting"
Ist Sunday of month
ST. PAUL
540 Cedar St,
2nd, 3rd 4'}% Sunola\/s
MlNNEAPOLIS
| 5 |Q SO. 4‘”1 Sf. .
§ 3:30 p, m,
| Discussion. Supper
Admission free

or Ald

2. He was silent about the orgy
of Big Business profiteering that
has added jet prepulsion to the -in-
flationary spiral -~ a spiral already
powered by the huge war debt and
the scores of billions being spent
for war preparations.

Truman stated just oefme his
special call that he is opposed to
rationing and price control, or any
other form of restraint upon the
profiteers. At the same time, he
proposes to further swell inflation
by pouring vast new government
expenditures down the rat-hole of
capitalist reaction in Europe .and
into the U. S. war machine.

Truman obviously. intends to use
the Congressional discussion on
prices primarily as a means of
foisting -the blame for inflation ex-
clusively on the Republicans. He
wants to make political capital for
the 1948 elections.

TIMED THE SESSION

Truman timed the special session
to precede and coincide with the
Foreign Ministers’ Conference next
month in London, where the dis-
position of Germany and occupied
Europe will be discussed. ., )

. The “stop-gap :aid” ‘program:. is
designed to strengthen Marshall’s
hand in the forthcoming Confer-
ence and lay a stronger basis for
a U:s8.-dominated: western capitalist
bloe against the Seviet Union.

The imperialist aims or Tru-
man’s . “aid” program are:concealed
under his propaganda about “feed-
ing the hungry” and “assisting free
men and free nations.” Such slo-
gans are lies from beginning to
end.

This is not a “feed the hungry”
program, because it excludes aid
to countries not under U. S. con-
trol. - It is aid to the reactionary
governments of certain countries
under American domination.

Two-thirds ~of - the money Tru-
man proposes to spend as “stop-gap
aid” until next March 1 will go to
France and Italy, where the workers
are best organized and conducting
the most extensive c¢lass struggles
in Europe today.

Hungry

The money for France is desighed
to aid the sweep of reaction sig-
nalled by the electoral advances of
De Gaulle, .the strongest spokesman
of Prench imperialism. It will go,
in part, where previous. millions
went — not to feed the French
people; but to finance De Gaullist
reaction and the savage war against
the Indo-Chinese people; In Italy,
the loans will- be used to Dbolster
the De Gasperi regime which is
violently attacking the workers and
protecting theé ‘profiteers.

AID TO REACTION

We know what the previous loans
and supplies have been used for
in Greece. They have strengthened
a bloody - monarchist - dictatorship
which is today -butchering workers
and peasants, w1pmg out their or-
ganizations, and torturing tens of
thousands in prisons and concen-
tratlon camps

The sums ear- marked fm addi-
tional: “occupation costs” in Ger-
many, -Austria and Japan will cer-
tainly -not go to feed the hungry.
They will be devoured by the mili-
tary machine which will be used to
suppress ¢ny working class resist-
ance, especially to thé program of
dismantling . industrial’ plants. : In
Germany alone, the U. S. authori-
ties are -proceeding. with plans to
dismantle -possibly 1,800 plants —
that’s how Truman really intends
to ‘feed the hungry.”

An effectwe plogxam to halt
high' prices in this country and
aid * our ‘hungry - fellow - workers
abroad will be won only by the
independent action of the  Amer-
ican people, with organized labor
in. the 'lead.. It will come only
through mass struggle against Tru-
man’s imperialist war program and
against Big Busmess profit-inter-
ests. ,\

No dependence on -Wall Street’s
Congress and Truman! Fight -for
e interests -of American and Euro-
pean labor with independent mass

action on the economic and political
{ields! )

Trusts Seek L. A. Transﬂ Contrci

LOS ANGELES Oct. 27--A slick
scheme of several of the big mon-
opolies for -organizing a: trust to
take . over -the e¢ity’s” transit -lines
is in the process- of being exposed
in the courts heére. The. trust was
organized in order to buv the prod-
ucts of each ‘ef the monopolists, and
has. been in existence.. for quite
some time now.- .

Included in the c01p01at10ns be-
hind National  City  Lines, which is

Chicago Opens Forum
Series Nov. 23; ‘Labor’s
March to Power’
CHICAGO, Oct. 29 — American
Labor’s March. to Power is the
theme ©of six Sunday evening dis-
cussions of the Chicago Militant
Labor Forum, to begin Nov, .23 at
the SWP Hall, 777 W. Adams.

The series will trace the develop-
ment of American trade unions and
political parties through the . last
century and will outline future per-
spectives.. Forum leaders will be M

Buartell, H. Anderson. Bob Cox,
Manuel Terbm 1f'h Roy Brown and
Arne Swabeck, in that order. Open
dlscusswn will follow each lecture.
Admlnsmn will be $1 f(n the series,
25 cents per session, free to un—.
employed.

the name' of the holdmg company,

are Firestone Tire and Rubber Co.,

Geeneral Motors Cerporation, - Phil-
lips Petroleum, and Standard Oil
of California. These are all de-
fendents in an anti-trust suit by
the Department of Justice.

These motor, oil and rubber cor-
porations: are- financing acquisition
of :transit ‘lines in - all 'parts :of the
country in exchange for which they
are to have the exclusive rights to
sell their products to thess transit
lines.

At the same time that they ate
being tried in one court, the trans-
it :lines are: before .a  city commis-
sion elsewhere in the city, asking
for a boost in fare rates which
would help swell the coffers of the
holding companiss.

outragenus demand is the wretched
state of  the' city's -street car sys-
tem which is antiquated and in dis-
repair alimost beyond  the imagina-
tion.’ 8o much so that even the city
transit commissien js balking at the
request. And ‘it- is .only
months. since they were granted:an
average 20% increase on the prom-
ise of - corrzcting and modermzmg
the transit system.

It becomes increasingly obvious,
even to those who shudder at the

what is necessary ‘here is a govem-

‘must do it.

- The 6nlv ;thing holding back this | {

several |

mention of the wmd Somalmq, that |

UAW Bell Local Urges

Progressive

Program

BUFFALO, Oct. 27—A flghtmg exght-mdn’ch‘program for
the UAW convention in Atlantic City next month was unani-

mously adopted by a membershi
No. 501 here. R

As printed in the union’s
paper, 501 Organizer, the pro-
gram reads as follows:

1. Inflation is .growing steadily
worse ag prices shoot skyward; un-
dermining our living standards and
washing away: our past wage in-
creases.. To protect our purchasing
power we propose that every-union
contract contdin a clause calling for
a sliding scale of wages to meet the
risihg cost of living. Thus, every
rise: in- prices would bring an auto-
matic. rise in our wages; and no
subsequent: drop in the cost of liv-
ing would lower wages below a
gualanteed minimum,

2::0n the other side of the pic-
ture we propose that Consumers
Committees, broad in scope, be set
up undér the leadership of the un-
ion movement, for the purpose of
policing  prices by picketing profit-
eers,” examining the books of the
corporations, and searching out the
stockpiles of hidden foods and other
searce goods which speculators have
hoardéd for higher prices.

3. Side by side with the problem
of prices, goes the problem of rents
and housing. Likeé the other short-
ages, the housing scarcity is also an
artificial one. Whe  does not re-
member the gigantic outpouring of
war materials that was the result of
unleashing the power of American
industry? Why cannot the same
effort solve the housing crisis? It
could: . . but “Cost Plus”’ ne longer
exists, and private industry refuses
to .move witheut guaranteed super-
profits. Therefore the government
We must demand low
rent government  housing projects
to end the shortages of homes for
workers in genelal and veterans in
partlculal

4. How will such prJects be paxd
for? The immense profits that the
greedy monopolists have been ex-
torting from the American public
would be many times more than
enough. A democratic tax program
Lased on ability to pay would amply

p meeting of Bell UAW Local

meet.. the cost. of . nUl‘h a prmect
In a word, let the, super-profits
of the corporations be: taxed to the
limit to solve the Hhiousing “crisis.

5. Thus far, this jdrogram. has
struck -primarily at tlie econoimnic
side of our problems. <The political
side is even more import ant. Reach-
ing climax of its’ anti-labor trend.
a majority of both Demibcrats. and
Republicans in the last Congress
passed the.infamous and oppressive
Taft-Hartley slave law :over- the
wishes of the vast majority of the
American people. Where was la-
bor's voice in the matter? Neither
in the Senate nor in the House was
there a representative  from . our
ranks. Wae stress again at this time
a point long advocated by Local
501: we call for the formation of an
independent Labor Party based. on
the trade unions nnd diverced from
beth Republicans and DPemocrats.
Put union men in Washirnigton.

6. But in order to form a party
of our own, labor’s ranks must be
closed. All labor must stand to-
gether in one compaet, fighting
.mass. There must be no discrim-
ination of any form against Negroes,
Jews, or any other minority

7. Just as Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism are tools of* the bosses to
divide and conquer, to lay dewn. a
smokescreen to cover up the life
and death issues facing us, so red-
baiting is a bosses’ tool of the sams
nature, employed by the companies,
the NAM and the reactionary lahor
haters in the halls. of Congress.to
cripple and eventually destroy the
labor movement. Laber must reject
all forms of red-bating.

8. Finally, to close our ranks coms=
pletely against owur  enemies, let
there, be an- end to useless faction-
alism. in the labor movement. Let
there be united action of nall unions,

the CIO, the AFL; the R. R. Broth-
erhoods, and all bona-fide inde-
pendent unions. Let us stand to-
gether in a common cause agamst
our common enaemy.

I. Defend labor's standard

A sliding. scale of wages — an

rising cost of living!

and veterans!.

tie hours of work with no
and ‘unemployment!

3. Against' all anti-labor la
breaking!

- Néinjunctions! No éompulsory

Repeal the payroll tax! No sales

low-rent housing!

7. Full equality for Negro
End Jim Crow!

8. For a veterans’ organ
_trade unions! -

and war.

vote on the question of wa

Against capitalist conscription!

Trade Union wages for the arme

B

control of the frade unions!

workers in all lands!

Withdraw all Ametican troops f

[1. For a'Workers' and Far

Our Program:

contracts: to provide automatic wage

Organize mass consumers committees for independent action against
profiteering and price-gouging!
Exproptiate the food trusts! Operate them under workers-controll -

2. Full employment and job security for al! workers

For the &-hour day, 30-hour week!

Government opera‘hon of all idle plants under workers’ conho"
Ynempleyment insurance equal to trade union wages for workeré and
‘veterans during “the' entire period of unemployment!

No restrictions on the right to si:ike and picket!

4, Build an independent labor party) 7 7
5. Tax the rich, not the poorl E

No taxes on incomes under $5000 a year!

6. An 18 billion dollar approprnahon for government

End anti-Semitism!

9.A working class answer to capitalist militarism

Take the war-making powers away from Congress! Let the people

Abolish the officer caste system!
Full democratic rights in the armed forcesl

Military training of workers, financed by the governmhnf but undor

10. Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles of the

For the complete independence of the colonial peoples!

of living!
escalator wage clause in all union
increases to meet . the

shdmg scale of hours—-—reduce
reduction in _Pay to preveny layofh

ws and government strike-

arbitration!

taxes!

es and national mmorrhesl'

ization sponsored hy the

r or peace!

d forces!

rom foreign soil!

mers' Government!
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By Joseph Hansen |

at Remains of th

Thlrty years ago, when the Russian workers ended the rule of the capitalists in Russia
‘and set up a Workers’ and Farmers’ Government, the imperialists and their agents through-

- . out the world unanimously predicted its early collapse.

Measuring the colossal stfength of

world capitalism against the feebleness of this infant labor government, they were suPremgly
_contident that if it did not wither on the vine in” a few weeks, they could grind outl its life with

a twist of the military boot.

Today the Soviet Union is rated by the capitalist statesmén throughout the world as

‘eYceedmg in strength any of+
the capitalist powers of West-
ern Europe, including Great
Britain, and as second in world
power only to the United
States. Today even the power-
- drunk American imperialists stand
in fear of the Soviet Union de-
spite the fact that it was fright-
fully weakened by World War II,
Pattered and devastated and hurled
back whole ilecades in its develop-
ment.

How {o Explain?

How is this extraordinary change

in the world position of the Soviet .

Union to be explained? How was
it possible for one of the weakest
powers in 1817 to emerge by 1947
as ‘ohe o0f the strongest? What does
this unprecedented fact in world
history portend for the workers, and
e_:.wecially the workers in the United
States? What should be our atti-
tude towand it? The answer to
these .questions is of Vital concern
to ewery working class family in
America, Wzll Street is now pre-
paring war with the Soviet Union.
In Wall Street’s blueprint the
Amenc‘m worksrs are scheduled to
bear the ‘brunt of
conflict. We must decide whether
to éupport these war preparations
or whether to oppose them. To
/reach a correct solution to this
crueial pxob;em we must make a
careful estimate of the Soviet
Union — its origin, its development
znd” where it stands today in rela-
on to the labor movement.
. Fhe November 1917 revelution was
the greatest single stride mankind
has. yet taken towand placing our
social relations on a rational basis.
When -the Bolsheviks under Lenin
and Trotsky were given govern-
ment power by the Russian work-
érs an astounded world watched
this new revolutionary regime de-
liberately set out to end the blind
anarchy and chaos of capitalism.
For the first time in human his-
tory an entire country had taken
the road 'leaiing to the establish-
ment of reason and order in so-

that projected |

metys production and dlstrlbutlon
of good® The long-debated program
{of revolutionary soclalism zs ad-
i vanced by Marx and Engels was
being tried out on a sixth -of the
earth’s surface!

Custed Capitalists

The Russian workers took over
the industries, outsting the capi-
talists and making management re-
: sponsible to the new workers’ gov-
ernment instead of the former
parasitic stockholders. The general
house-cleaning and reorganization
included the mines, mills, factories,
transportation * system, banks, and
I foreign trade. This nationalization
of the economy made possible the
integration of the country’s entire
industrial system and «its opera-
tion according to an. efficient over-

all plan.
At the same time the poverty-
stricken field laborers and dirt

farmers moved in on the giant
estates of the absentee landlords,
dividirg them up, staking out their
own farms.

The Bolshevik regime under Lenin
and Trotsky was the most demo-
cratic the world has yet seen:.. The
workers, farmers and veterans elect-
| ed people from their own ranks to
represent them on the councils
(Soviets) that were organized
throughout the length and breadth
of the land to rep:ace tie old capi-
talist government apparatus. These

right to regulate their

representatives were subject to re-
call at any time. They received no
more pay than a- skilled worker.
The new government passed model
legislation. Women, for instance,
were granted complete equality. All
professions ard trades were opened
up to them. They received equal
pay for equal work. Working women
were entitled to paid leaves during
the final months of pregnancy and
free hospital care. Nurseries, at-
tached to facto#ies, were organized.

Marriage and divorce laws were
liberalized ' in accordance with the
most'advanced thought in this field.
"The ybuth were granted the legal
own lives.
They were entitled to & regular
allotment in addition to free edu-
cation while going to school.

People asked in astonishment,
who were.the leaders of this revo-
lution? Where did they come from?

The capitalist propagandists said
that “the Bolsheviks were “German
spies,” traitors to Russia, fomenters
of un-Russian ideas. Then they
said that the Boisneviks were a
manifestation of the dark and mys-
terious, Russian “soul,” fomenters
of “oriental” ideas diametrically op-
posed -to everything in = Western
civilization.

Truth Prevailed

But the truth' about the Bolshe-
viks made its way. They -were fol-
lowers of Karl Marx and Frederick
Engels. They were “wéll: known in
the world socialist movement as the
most unyielding opponents: of im-
perialist war. Lenin had spent
years buih:ling a revolutionary. so-
cialist party in Russia based on:the
principle of the widest’ possible- de-
mocracy “in. discussion and .iron dis-
cipline in' carrying "-out _decisions.
Trotsky, the -outstanding. figure of
the first. attempt.to overthrow the
Czar in 1905, was the most brilliant
theoretician since the days of Marx
and Engels.” He had foreseen the
possibility .of a - socialist revolution
in’ Russia 12 years béfore .and hax
correctly - predicted the.- -course of
the 1917 revolutlon

gIC

LLenin Had a

Weapon”

Scientific socialism is the con-
scious expression. 6f the unconscious
historical process; namely, the in-
stinctive and elemental drive of the
proletariat to reconstruct society on
communist begmnmgs These or-
ganic tendencies in the psychology
of workers spring to life with ut-
most rapidity today in the epoch
of crises and wars,

-—Leon Trotsky, 1940

It is now 30 years since the
Russian Revolution electrified
the masses all over the world
with hope and the promise of a

new and better world. In this
week’s column, I should like to take
one example from the records of
the revolution to illustratz why the
Bolshevik Porty was able to lead
the worksrs to victory.

When the sly politicians and the
‘office holders and the journalists
and the professors, in other words,
when the Bevins and the Henry
Wallaces and the VWilliam Greens of
1917 taunted Lenin with the ques-
éion “Will the Beolsheviks dare to
“take state powsr?” Lenin simply
. and directly answered “Yes.”” What
gsive him the confidence to answer
the “imyrortant” men of his time so
directly was the fact that he knew
the workers, he knew their strength.
This was the scurce of Lenin’s con-
fidence. Fe said we have a “magic
means’’ to make our state work:
‘“This, magic means is to get the
fuilers, the poer, to share in the
day-to-day work of governing the
stiute” 4
ONE EXAMPLE

Lenin took a very simple example
of how “this magic means” would
enable the .workers' state to func-
tion. e took the question of the
distribution of housing. The sim-
plicity of the example is disarming.
Actually, it reveals how the work-
ers’ state is not a question of ‘“‘high”
politics but of the very immediate
needs of the masses.

“The proletarian state finds it ne-

cessary: forcibly (o ins’ll some
needy family in the dwelling of a
rich man. Qur detachment of

workers’ militia consists, 1ct us say,
of fiftéen peopie-— two sailors, two
scldiers, two class - conscious work-
ers (of whom only one, let us as-
kume is a member of our Party or
a sympaihizer), ome intellectual,
and eight members of the toiling
poer; ‘at least five must neces’ hrily
be women, domestic servants, un-
skilled werkers, and so on."”

" Note the careiul and precise
ipanner in which Lenin describes
the personnel of the workers’ mili-
tia. He begins with two sailors and
two soldiers. These represent the
crmed  strength  of the workers.
There is to be no possibility of mis-
understanding that, if necessary,
force will be used. The soldiers and

By J. R. Johnson

sailors have stored within them
military skill and training.

They also represent the tpoor
farmers and workers who have been
forced into the useless bloody sac-
rifices of the capitalist war, and
who have been forcibly separated
from the civilian population and
organized Into separate bodies of
men. They have a deep hatred of
the capitalist oppressors and they
have the need to fuse their hatred
with that of the rest of the masses
in concrete actions which help the
masses at the expense of the op-
pressors.

THE VANGUARD

Then there are two class con-
scious workers of whom only one
need be a Party member or sym-
pathizer. These represent the van-
guard of the masses. They are the
ones who know they can do a better
job at their machines than even the
Lest plans of the bourgeois mana-
gers can imagine. These are the
workers who want to use their
knowledge bLut refuse to use it to
benefit the carpitalism which only
exploits them ever more.

But the majority of the detach-
ment consists of the most oppressed
layers of the masses—the unskilled
workers. And, Lenin emphasizes:
“at least five” of this group “must
necessarily be women.” If he had
been explaining the action in the
United States, he would have in-
cluded Negroes, and particularly
Negro women, in the detachment.
This group, most exploited by cap-
italism, has never before been able
to express its abilities and its skills.
The revolutionn must unloose the
cnormous stores of energy in these
layers and we will then be able to
see what eagerness and enthusiasm
they will bring to the recon:truction
of society.

Finally, there is an intellectual, a
student, in the detachment. His
function is not to tell the workers
what to do, nor to make the plan
for them to carry out. The in-
tellectual has a special skill, a spe-
cial training. He can express him-
self in words. His function there-
fore is to write out the state order.
He writes out what has come .from
the workers themselves, from the
masses at large, @

In this simple evample we have
the whole secret of the “magic
means” on which Lenin based his
1complete confidence and ~all his

1

plans. But Lenin does not only deal
with human forces. He gives a de-
tailed description of how the de-
tachment, .with ' all the varied
knowledge of the different layers
of the masses, orgamzes the house-
hold. \

“The detachment comes to the
rich man’s apartment, inspects it,
and finds that there are five rooms
occupied by two men and two wom-
en. ‘This winter, citizens, you must
confine vourselves to-two rooms and
place two rooms at the disposal of
two families that are now living in

cellars. For the time being, until
with the help of engineers . . . we
build good dwellings for all, you

will have to put yourselves to in-
convenience. Your telephone will
serve ten families. That will save
about a hundred hours’ work in
running to the stores, and so forth.
Moreover, in your family there are
two unengaged semi - ablebodied
workers capable of performing light
service—a woman citizen of fifty-
five and a citizen of fourteen. They
will do duty for three hours daily in
superintending the distribution of
rroducts for the ten families and
in keeping the necessary accounts.
The student citizen in our detach-
ment will write out two copies of
the text of this state order and you
will be kind enough to give us a
signed declaration; that you un-
dertake to abide by it faithfully., ”

In contrast, Lenin also describes
the manner "in which the bodies
of armed men of the capitalist state
must carry out such an assignment
against a workers’ family which has
keen unable to pay its rent. It re-
quires an armed force to do this
because of the anger which an evic-
tion arouses in a workers’ neigh-
borhood against the capitalist state.
But the capitalists are afraid that
even the soldiers they must use may
be svmpathetic to the workers’ an-
ger and may become “infected’” by
sccialism. The capitalists try to
guard against this taking place by
using soldiers from a distant dis-
trict, hoping that the soldiers will
e indifferent to the workers of a
district strange to them.

In this simple example we .can
see the difference between prole-
tarian democracy and capitalist de-
mocracy. We «wn also see’ how
proletarian democracy is the only
way to solve the current immediate
problems of the masses.

i

Other outstanding leaders were
Sverdlov, Zinoviev, Kamenev, Ra-
dek, Rekovsky, Joffe, Burkharin —
a whole. galaxy of leaders whose
names became household words
among advanced workers every-
where. They represented the finest
product of European socialism.

The Bolshevik revolution met with
furious hostility from the capitalists
in all lands. They tried by every
means to aid and strengthen the
reactionary forces in Russia.

It seemed impossible that the first
workers’ state in history could sur-
vive against the combined assault

cof the invading imperialist armies

and the Allied quislings in Russia.
The Bolsheviks themselves regard-
ed their cause as doomed if the
workers outside Russia did mnot
come to their rescue. From their
beleaguered fortress, they explained
again and again that only if the
workers in more advanced countries
established socialism and . united
their economies with that of the
Soviet Union could victory be as-
sured. Otherwise it was only a ques-

tion of tinie until capitalism would

succeed in reestablishing its rule in
Russia. They were not at all hope-
ful about their chances of being
able to hold out a long time, for
the war had ruined Russian econ-
omy, the transportation system was
down, the wheels of industry were
at a standstill, civil war was raging,
famine and pestilence stalked the
land.

A Great Vision

Those were harsh times.. But the
Bolsheviks had given the working
cless a great vision. The Russian
workers performed miracles of hero-
ism, forgirg the Red Army under
Trotsky’s dynamic legdership in the
very maw of war. The workers
elsewhere responded with-a resound-
ing battle cry: “Hands off the Soviet
Union!”

Strikes and demonstrations in the |
| Allied lands began pinching of the

supply lines to the invading im-
perialist armies. Revolts flared up
in the ranks of those armies. Work-
ing class revoiutions broke out in
Europe. The imperialists began to
fear that if they continued their
reckless course they would be un-
seated at home. They fell back
thwarted.

The direct assault was postponed;
but the “cold” war continued. The
imperialist powers hoped to stran-
gle the workers’ state by tighten-
ing the economic noose. Credits
were deniad the Bolshevik govern-
ment. The capitalists blocked ac-
cess to the world market. They
refused to ship desperately needed
goods to the hurgry, ragged Rus-
sien people.' They refused to ad-
vance the machines required to
reconstruct and expand the war-
shattered industries. This economic
war was accompanied by an unend-
ing barrage of abuse, slander, defa-
mation -and lies about the Soviet
Union end the program of revolu-
tionary secialism.

At the same time Wall Street
pumped billions of dollars into

Western Europe to stabilize capi- |

talism there, strengthen Treaction
and stave off working class revolu-
tion. This policy paid off by bring-
ing Mussolini to power in Italy,
Hitler in Germany and Pranco in
Spain.

Sinister Figure

It also paid off irdirectly inside
the Soviet Union itself. A sinister
figure advanced in the political
arena there, a figure completely un-
known outside small circles in the
Soviet Union during the first five
years of the Bolshevik regime. The
name of this enigmatic figure was
Stalin,

Already Stalin had given the
Bolshevik Party trouble with his
unprincipled factionalism and his
envious hatred of those with greater
talents who stocid above him in the
top leadership. He was bitter, ruth-
less and ambitious — prepared to
hew his way to power with a bloody
axe.

The heartening victory of the
Red Army over the imperialist in-
vaders and their quislings had by
no means removed all the dangers
facing the  regime of Lenin and
Trotsky. The long struggle had
proved costly. The flower of the
Russian working class lay dead on
the battlefields of the civil war.
Starvation and epidemics cut down
millions more. The Bolsheviks were
bled white by the prolonged strug-
gley

In 1922 when the Russian Com-
munist Party ‘numbered 386,313
members only 45585 remained of
those who had joined in 1217 or
before; of these only 10,431 had
joined in 1916 or before, that is,
before the March 1917 uprising
¢gairst the Cezar.
8,249 of these pre-1917 revolutionists
were left. These men and women
constituted the, tested political
heart and brains of the new regime.
Standing at the head of a Ppopula-
tion of some 150,000,000 people, they
were like a tiny: band on. a raft
tossed in a:sea of perils. |

The backwardness of Russia con-
stituted an enormous dead weight
pressing down on the government.

Tens of millions could not even

read or write. The country was
predominantly agricultural. Ma-
chines of any type were novelties
throughout entire regions. High-
ways were little better than trails.
Locomotives - still© burned wood.
Medieval superstitions prevailed on
a vast scale.. Raw, rude, rough,
frontier Russia was at a stage of
development comparable to that of
America before the Civil War.

Race with Time

Worst of all was the low indus-
trial capacity . of the country. With
all’ help denied from the outside
world, how could the Russian work-
ers hope. to’ supply the enormous
needs of the farmers for manufac-
tured goods? Wouldn't the farmers
grow -restless at forever sacrificing
to feed the cities and try to upset
the regime? .

The Bolshevizs understood that
Russia was far behind the indus-
trial level achieved by the advanced
capitalist countries. While they held
the fort, pending rescue bv socialist
revolution in these countries, their
only possible course at home was
to try to cateh up with the capital-
ist lands. This' meant gearing the
country to the most rapid pdssible
expansion of basic industry. This
meant continued hardship and sac-
rifice for everyone. But no other
course was open. It was a des-
perate race with time. The distri-
bution of the thin available trickle
of goods meanwhile rested in the
hands of the government. No profit-
eering or price-gouging wss possible
because the capitalists no longer
ruled and therefore could not take
advantage of the situation. Never-
theless, the pressure was felt of
various groups trying to obtain
more than their ration called for.
Not the least of these pressures was
that of the government officialdom.

The need to staff the government
had enabled all kinds of careerists,
Czarist bureaucrats, and , former
enemies of the regime to filter into
posts. They saw no reason why
they shouldn’t get a bigger share.
They found encouragement from an
unexpected source. A man in upper
Bolshevik circles was speaking their
language — a man who fascinated
bureaucrats seeking personal secur-
ity — Stalin.

Left Opposition

Lenin and Trotsky were alarmed
at the swift growth of this reac-
tionary te;dency. Lenin scented the
danger from Stalin. “This cook,”
he said as early as 1921 “will pre-
pare only bitter dishes.” He had
begun organizing a drive to reduce
Stalin’s ‘power when he suddenly
died in January 1924.

Trotsky carried on the fight
against the wdegeneration that was
undermining the workers’ state. He
organized a faction in the Com-
munist Party called the “Left Op-
position.” This caucus stood on the
platform of revolutionary socialism.

Stalin’s faction, on the other
hand, revised the program of the
Bolsheviks, raising the banner of
“socialism in one country.” This
in reality meant giving up socialism
completely and converting the
Soviet Union into a paradise for
the bureaucracy.

The Left Opposition understood
that socialism, as Marx and Engels
taught, can be built only as a world-
wide society: The superiority - of
secialism over capitalism rests in
the fact/ that it can produce more
goods than can be done under capi-
talism eveh in the most -advanced
countries. This can be accomplish-
ed only by integrating industry on
a world scale and guiding its op-
eration according to an over-all
plan that permits each .country tr
rlovetail its productive capacitied ef-
ficiently with the rest of the earth.

The Left Opposition: was hari-

By 1925 only’

‘of Stalinism.

pered by the exhaustion of the’

Russian working class following the
terrible years of war, civil conflict
and famine. But Trotsky and his

supporters did not yield to Stalin-.

ism. Their eyes were centered on
the interests of the working class
on a world scale.

However the issues in the strug-
gle between the Stalinist faction
and the Left Opposition were not
well understood outside the Soviet
Union. The efitire Communist In-
ternational which had been found-

ed by Lenin and Trotsky in 1919 |.

on the program of revolutionary so-

cialism was infected by the virus|
Workers unaware of

what was going on in the«Soviet
Urion trusted the advicé of the
Stalinists who were interested only
in preserving and maintaining their
bureaucratic positions in Moscow.

Derailed Struggles
Consequently the Stalinists were
able to derail and defeat working
class struggles in one country after
another. These successive defeats
strengthened Stalinism and weak-
ened the Left Opposition. Finally
in 1928 Stalin felt powerful enough
to get away:with crushing the Left
Opposition. He staged a witch-hunt
and arrested its leaders, including
Trotsky. The founder of the Red
Army was held first at distant Alma
Ata and then exiled to Turkey.
Stalin later considered that ex-
pelling Trotsky from the USSR was
his worst political mistake, for it
enabled Trotsky to reveal what was
happening in the Soviet Union with-

out interference from Stalin’s cen- |’

sorship. Stalinism, explained Trot-
sky, is paving the way for -the
restoration of capitalism in - the
Soviet Union. That is the essence
of the process that is going on be-
fore our eyes. Stalinism is blocking
the road to socialism for the work-
ers outflde the Soviet. Union. That
is the essence of the Stalinist role
abroad. '

In the Thirties, Stalin organized
purge after purge, completely liqui-
dating the entire top Bolshevik staff
organized by Lenin. Zinoviev, Ka-
menev, Bukharin, Reidek, Rakovsky

and all the rest of the major figures:

of the Russian Revolution disap-
peared in the prisons of the GPU
or were shot as “fascist mad dogs”
after fantastic frameup trials in
which Stalin charged them with
being “German spies.” - Stalin liqui-
dated every possible leader who
might conceivably head the resist-
ance of the working class to his
bloody dictatorship. In 1940 one
of his GPU agents succeeded in
sinking a pickaxe into the brain
of Leon Trotsky as he was seated
at his desk in Coyoacan, Mexico.

Today not one single outstanding
figure of the top Bolshevik leader-
ship that organized and led the
November 1917 revolution remains
in the Soviet government. They are
‘either dead or their fate is un-
known.

The modern Cain, whose name
first attracted attention in 1922,
now banquets in the Kremlin, toast-
ed like a Byzantine despot by hlS
hand-picked retinue of lackies..

Fearful Cost

The cost to the workmg class of
Stalin’s trlumph has been fearful.
By. his policy of sacrificing the so-
cialist movement in other coun-
tries, Stalin permitted Hitler to
come to power in Germany without
a strqggle. In Spain, pursuing this
same policy of “building socialism
in one country” only,
executioners tracked down Franco’s
most militant opponents, shooting
them in cold blood.

Through the catastrophic defeats
of the workers in these countries,

Stalin paved the way for World

War II. Cn his head rests a. ma jor
share of the guilt for this second
slaughter, including the invasion ot
‘he Soviet Union by German im-
perialism,

The Soviet Union today does not
make a pretty picture. All the pro-
gressive legislation passed by the
Bolsheviks has been stricken from
the books. The workers long ago
lost control over the government.
Stalin rules as uncrowned czar. The
privileges of the bureaucracy are
comparable to those of the capi-
talists in America. All opposition
by the workers is ruthlessly sup-
oressed. The dread GPU secret po-
ice carries on the tradition of the

Czarist ~ Oktahna with moderr
ouches copied from \ Mussolini’
Ovra and Hitler’s Gestf}po Work-

‘as

the GPU |

"‘-»'v*fe‘n in and Tmts]-;"

ers ard farmers suspected of har-
boring - critical thoughts are con-
Jdemned to prison and concentration
camps, if not executed. Vast slave-
iabor armies numbering as many
20,000,000 people Ttoil under
3talin’s lash.

What Remains?

What remains then of the mighty
conquests of the November 1917
revolution? Aside from the monop-
oly of foreign trade and the de-
struction of the old capitalist class,
there is onily one thing — natmnal-
ized economy.

In face of the Stzlinist degenera-
tion it is easy to overlook the im-
portance of this great conquest of
the Bolsheviks. However, it has
demonstrated its value under the
most difficult possible conditions.
Confined to only one country, an
extremely backward one at that,
twisted and digtorted in the hands
of the Stalinist bureaucracy, it has
nevertheless demonstrated its co-
lossal stperiority over the capitalist
system of chaos in industry. While
the rest of the world stagnated in
one depressin after another, Soviet
economy moved ahead with giant
strides: On the basis of planned
economy, the Russian workers were

‘able to accomplish in’ years what

had taken decadesn the capitalist
countries.

.Then, against the most efficient
and well - equipped imperialist
armies that the European continent
had ever seen planned economy
enabled the Russian ' ‘people to or-
ganize a successful defense snd
finally mount a counter-offensive
that astounded the militarists of
the entire world. The Russian

‘| people’ demonstrated in action that

despite all the evils of the Stalinist
regime they are convinced from
their own .experiences under both
systems that plannel economy is
far superior to capitalism.

On the basis of nationalized econ-
omy they can eventually get rid of
Stalinism, If nationalized economy
were destroyed, however, then they
would have to begin all over again.

Source of Strength

Nationalized economy is, indeed,
the source of the Soviet Union’s
strength. This “secret” and the
possibility that ~workers. in . other
lands will work out its formula, is
what Wall Street fears — not the
Stalinist regime. :

That is why Wall Street is  NOW
preparing World War IIT. Wall
Street intends to end nationaliZed
economy.- in the Soviet ' Union and

'make that huge area part of the

empire of American Big Business.
The Sovigt Union, as Trotsky
pointed out many times, can thus
be ‘compared to ‘a tréde union that
has been over-ridden by a reac-
tlohary pork-chop bureaucracy but
which is the target of a union-
busting «attack by' the eéapitalists.
It is not difficult to determine our
attitude in such a case. Militant
workers try to save a union in these
circumstanes :by helping the rank
and file get Tid of .the racketeer
elements in the leedership and by
telling the capltahsts in no uncer-
tain terms, “Hands off! Internal
union affans are our business.”
This apphes with even greater
force in the case of the Soviet
Union because the issues are far
‘bigger than those involved in

TROTSKY

single trade union. ‘We must un-
derstand what is involved in thi
Soviet Union with absolute clarity
World imperialism is trying to.r
establish capitalism there. T
Stalinist regime {facilitates i
drive. It is the duty of the wor
ing class to oppose both the. i
- perialists and the Stalinists.

Qur Task

This means the following
Helping the Russian people to
generate the workers” state
clearing out Stalinism. In ‘Ame
ica the taskqis to end Stalinist in-
fiuence in the trade unions. Th
Stalinists do not stand for social
ism. Neither do they speak for th
Russian workers. They -are -onls
mercenaries of the Kremlin bur
cracy, stooges in the pay “of:
counter-revolution that crushed
Boisheviks, tore up their prc
and seized power. These ‘elemyen
who acted as strikebreakers dur
the war, must be exposed and iso.
lated.

(2) Preventing another ‘wat b3
carrying rorward -the struggle }
socialism. The American® worke
must get organized on the po
field ard put their own governm
in ‘power.

In this struggle we can lea
much from the revolutionary hero
of 1917. They showed in pract
what kind of party. the w
must build to succeed in the
against capitalism. ~ They
the practical value of holdin
to the program of scientific
ism as worked out by. Mat:
Engels. They demonstrate \
a resolute group of militant wor
ers can eventually overc
tion and persecutlon -t
majority of the ‘people -t
gram of revolutionary socialism

They showod us by examp
there is no better life than j
wholeheartedly in the great battle
i to end the chaos and anarchy
| capitalism. They ‘showed how %
great ideal of world socialism ¢
give purpose and meaning -to o
ives and save us from the int
ercble monoteny and drudgery of
wage slave’s ex1stence under
talism

lhey did their part. They b‘
the task of reconstructing the wo
on socialist foundations. It is
4#0 us to continue their work ng
bring it to a succesfsul conclu io
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between them as well as the i

tireless struggle against the

for socialism. But the world
of the Kremlin ohgarchy

to draw correct practical . conclusions in every given situation.

"The Fourth International can defend the USSR only by the methods of revolu-
tionary class struggle. To teach the workers correctly to understand the class
character. of the: s+a+e—--|mpanalts+\ colonial, .workers'—and the reciprocal relations

nner contradictions in each of them enables the workers
While waging a
Moscow oligarchy, the Fourth international -decisively

rejects any policy which would aid- imperialism against the USSR.-The defense of
the: USSR coincides in principle with the preparation-: -of the world proletarian
revolution. We flatly reject the theory of socialism:in one :country, that brain child
of ignorant and reactionary Stalinism. Only the world revolution-can save the 'WSSR

revolution carries with it the inescapable blotting ‘out

- =Leon Trotsky, 1940

The 1048 at10na1 general elections are just one

1gh Prlces CongréSs. The large and ever-grow-
mber. of workers who' understand that the
ob’is to kick out all Republicans and Democrats,
have only about half a year left to place- THEIR
OWN candidates on the ballot.
— Top union leaders like CIO President Philip
Murray and AFL President William Green delib-
rately duck the issue of 1948 candidates. - They
hope to evade it until after the Republican " and
Democratlc national conventions next summer.
. Then it will be TOO LATE, in most cases; to
place independent labor candidates ‘on the: ballot.”
The union leaders are now/{ talking big about
efeating all' members of ‘Congress who voted: for
he Taft-Hartley Act. That means 350 incumbent
Senators and Representatives to be voted out of
- office next November. '
But what other Democrats or Republicans cah
_the union leaders reasonably support as “friends
of labot”? So few can be represented as “friends
labor even in a remote sense, that the umon

.Dispatches from Germany continue to predict

man’ workers. Washington ‘is insisting that the
ndustrial heart of Europe be torn out—has ear-
marked between 682 and 1,800 plants for the scrap
p—and the German workers are re31stmg thls

- The. Amencan military command has threatened
o carry out the edict even at bayonet point if ne-
cessary. - Should the German workers engage ‘in
strikes and demonstrations in trying to save these
plants from destruction, then there is grave ldanger
- bloodshed.
he .German workers are correct in opposmg
e order to dismantle these plants. If we were in
eir place, we would do the same.
They have reached the limit of dluman endur-
>, They suffered the horrors of World War I,
nd then fascism. The main victims -of thler were
the German workers. :
Then they were forced to undérgo the frlghtful
uction and carnage of World War II. "They ’
ffered some of the heaviest casualties when the
llies dumped fire bombs on the working class dxs-
icts ‘of the-crowded German cities.
'ow ‘facing another terrible winter of cold and -
unger; they have been brutally ordered by the
ilied conquerors to get to work——tearing down

hat Does Red-Baiting Lead

‘What does red-baiting lead to? What will" result
from this weapon which is being mcreasmgly used”
by the government, by the paid prostitutes in the
itorjal offices of the capitalist press and even by
he union bureaucrats? The answers to these ques-
ns «can -be learned by studying the report of a
‘ommunist Party meeting" violently broken up in
nton, N. J., last week. (See story on Page 1.)
-To quote New Jersey CIO President Carl Hold-
rman; a “lynch mob spirit was displayed in:Tren-
n when the entire police department stood im-
potent while vigilante terror reigned, property iwas
estroyed, homes were entered, people were mo-
sted, a court order was treated with c¢ontempt
nd the Bill of Rights was openly trampled upon.”
~ In other words, red-baiting leads to attacks on
all those democratic rights it took labor hundreds
f years to win. It creates the kind of atmosphere
n which the pro-fascist rats feel free to come out
‘of their holes and to begin practicing the tactics
which will later be directed against the labor move-
ent itself.
~ After the first World War, red- baltmg, wrtch-
nts and deportations were successfully utlhzed to

Have you :forgotten Roosevelt’s. insistence
‘again and again and again” that if reelected to
a third term he would never send American boys
overseas to fight in any foreign wars? That fam-
_ous promise probably proved decisive in wheed-
ling enough votes to keep this cunning Wall Street
politician in the White House. '
Apologists of Roosevelt, who share his gullt in
plunging America into World War II, have been
‘explaining ever since then that ‘“‘circumstances”
and “events beyond his control,” etc., etc., made it
impossible to keep this campaign promise.

‘But on Oct. 23 of this year, Louis A. Johnson,
former Assistant Secretary of War and close con-
idant of Roosevelt, testified under oath that
oosevelt knew as early as 1938—two years before
e made his famous campaign pledge—‘“that war
was coming and we could not stay out of it.”
Johnson “had confidential information that war
as i‘nevitable” and he “discussed these matters”
h . Roosevelt. The “information” came from
,any sources, military attaches in Europe, Ameti-

olent clashes between American troops and Ger-

Campaign NOW for Labor Candulates Lo

‘ Ieaders are forced to keep mum right now about
_candidates.

" If théy did discuss available candidates, it would

become immediately clear that the only chance

labor has to win a genuinely progressive Congress
is to fun candidates FROM ITS OWN RANKS.
" Therefore, the top labor leaders want to’stall
until it is TOO LATE to run independent candi-
dates. " Then they plan-to plunk for those Demo-
crats and Republicans whom "they can palm off on
the workers as the “lesser evil.”

< There is 'still time, however, for the militant,
progressive ranks of the unions to halt this bank-
rupt policy before the 1948 elections.

“Farm' joint labor political action, committees on
a locdl‘and ‘state scale. Hold conferences NOW
to select candidates from labor’s ranks to run in-
dependently against Democratic and Republican
Congressional candidates,” Start the campaigns
how to put labor’s own candidates on the ballot in
as many states and voting districts as possible.

That’s the only realistic way to defeat the Taft-
Hartley Act Congress

Save the Factories in Germany

-=their own factories, plants and mills.

Who can
blame them for resisting?

~ However, it is not only a question of the feelings
and interests of the German workers. American
labor too has a’ direct mterest in preservmg these
plants.’ :

" 'We are being asked to sacrifice to help starving
Europe. It is explained that production is down in
Europe because of the war and that food and other
goods are required at onice as well as machines to
restore production levels. Yet at the same time,
Wall Street’s political agents are going ahead with
their insane plan to destroy some of the most mod-
ern and ‘efficient factories in the world, located in
the very area Where production levels must be
lifted!

Wall Street wants these plants scrapped to
eliminate potential competition. It is a simple case
of giving a competitor the boots after he has been
knocked down.

It is self-evident that the interests of the Ameri-
can labor movement demand active support of the
German: workers in this question. Rescind the or-
der to dismantle these plants. Insist on the with-
drawal of American GIs from Germany. Let the
German workers take over industry and bring it up

‘to max1mum productlon levels as quickly as pos-
sible.’ )

To?

divide and terrorize the workers; the result was the
smashing of strikes and the busting of unions. Big
Business ' and its government agents hoped to
achieve the same result’ aftér ‘World War II, but
were “stymied by the outburst of militant union

struggles solidly supported by the workmg class
veterans,

&

Now, however, a new atmosphere is being
worked up by the red-baiting drive. Its aim is not
only to stifle the Communist Party and other mi-
nority parties, but - to ‘intimidate, undermine and
eventually ‘¢rush all working c¢lass opposition to
lower livin‘g standards and a neéw world war,

That is why no worker should permit himself to
be tricked or browbeaten into the use of red-bait-
ing. The Stalinists must be opposed and their in-
fluence must be destroyed because their policies
and practices have nothing in common with the
interests of the workers here or abroad. But that
cannot be done by destroying the rights of free
speech, assembly and political association. Red-
baiting is a bosses’ weapon and it can safely be
used by them But it boomerangs on the workers.

Value of Roosevelt's Promises

can busines men with factories and interests abroad
who “understood what they saw and reported
everything that was unfriendly to this country.”

Then why didn’t Roosevelt tell the people the
truth about the looming war? The Socialist
Workers Party did. Why was it the only party in
America ‘to tell the people the unvarnished facts—
that war was inevitable if the working class did
not intervene and put its own government in power?

Roosevelt knew that Ire would be overwhelm-
ingly repudiated at the polls if he told the truth.
He knew he could not drag America into the war
if he revealed ‘Wall Street’s plans. And so he did
what every capitalist politician does when he wants
to snare votes. He camouflaged the trap and
baited ‘it 'with an attractive lie.

A majority of voters were taken in by the
demagogue’s promises. America paid for this
trustfulness with more than 1,000,000 casualties.
Let the dead and maimed of World War 11 serve
to remind us “again and again and agam ’ that you
can’t trust a capitalist politician,

| sive victims of capitalism. The great

| sistance to injustice and the en-

| described, and certainly the book

| American oppositionism. But if the
| reader accepts the individual sketch-

] tion and stimulation,

1 the life story and intellectual con-

a:bol/itionists, utopians, anarchists,

| it

CRITICS AND CRUSAD-
ERS by Charles A. Madison,
Henry Holt, 1947, 572 pyp.,
$3.50 ‘

Children insthe schools are taught
to revere “great meh” of the na-
tion’s past. This is part of the in-
doctrination all of us suffer while
Leing educated to be goocd submis-

men selected by the schools are us-
ually distinguished for their devoted
service to oppression and exploita-
tion. Yet our history teems with
great men, whose greatness lies in
their fearless, uncompromising re-

slavement .of man. This book is
valuable for the service it does in
calling attention once again to some
of the many radicals who are the
real heroes of American history.

It is possible to criticize the se-
lection of some of the individuals

falls far short of its apparent in-
tent to give a panoramic view of
es for their own worth, he will find
most of them packed with sugges-

Madison attempts to summarize

victions of 18 men and women,
grouped under six classifications:

dissident economists, militant lib-
erals, and socialists. Not all the
people chosen can be considered the
most representative of their groups,
however. A study of Josiah Warren
would mean more than that of his
pupil, Benjamin Tucker. On the
other hand, it is good for the mod-
ern worker to understand the an-
archism of Thoreau, so deeply root-
ed in American life, and still so
influential (often under totally dif-
ferent names) in American thought.

Most refreshing of all, Madison
makes no effort to glamorize his
people, or to “sell” them by the
cheap tricks of the contemporary’
school of fictionalized biography.
His men and women are presented
in the full dignity of their work
ard struggle, memorable and fas-
cinating because of the drama of
their rebellion against the evils of
society. Nothing more than the
truth is needed in telling such
stories as these.

Madison’s own views appear to
be that of a socialistic liberal.
Though he obviously strives for ob-
jectivity, his critical comments be-
tray him. Furthermore, the literary
rebel has a strong attraction for
him, so that he tends to give people
like Margaret Fuller, Randolph
Bourne .and Brooks Adams vrather
more than their due.

At the other extreme, the in-
transigence of DeLeon, Debs, Veb-

len, and Garrison sometimes drives
him to puzzled impatience at their
inability to act like mnice broad-
minded liberals too. He is happiest
when discussing Albert Brisbane,
Henry George, Edward Bellamy,
Lincoln Steffens, and John Reed,
even though the latter two did end
up as sympathizers to Communism,
each in his own way. The account
of Reed is perhaps the most re-
vealing in the entire book, both that
he should be selected to represent
modern Communism, and that
scarcely any attempt is made to
explain his politics, concentrating
instead upon events of his life.

This is an unconscious comment
upon both the subject and the au-
thor, though a little unfair to Reed.
It is also significant that although
Madison refers to Reed’s account
of the October Revolution, “Ten
Days that Shook the World,” it
apparently  doesn’t occur to him to
point out the vast difference be-
tween Reed’s history and the fic-
tion propagated by the Stalinists
_today. Nowhere in the book can we
find any evidence that Madison is
aware of the profound changes in
the Communist movement that
have occurred since the iriumph
of Cctober under the leadership of
Lenin and Trotsky. However faulty

its political understanding, this
book mnevertheless will fully repay
‘the time given to reading it. ™

—John Hudson

Millions of American work-

| ers were heartened when their

brothers in Britain put the La-

| bor Party in the government.
| On the other hand, they have
| been following and watching what
1 the Laborite leaders have done since
| taking office. And they don’t like it
1.at all

Today many of them are asking:’

Is that what will happen here, too,

if we build a Labor Party? The
capitalist press is trying to implant
every possible doubt on this score
in their minds. Big Business dreads
a political division along class lines.

| They stand,gto lose a great deal

For, to beBin with, such a political
division will deprive them of the

| long-standing monopoly of politics

they exercise through their two-
party set-up.
But a political division along class

1 lines is unavoidable in the U. 8.

Workers stand only to gnin from
Their power as a class will
thereby be greatly enhanced.
will then wield the most powerful
weapons of all—the weapons of po-

1 litical struggle, of which they have

been so long deprived.

When the Labor Party arises in
this country, it does not mean that
its leaders, whoever the first anes

‘| may be, will be able to automatical-

ly follow the same course or get the
same grip on the masses as in Eng-

‘' land. The Labor Party here comes

at a different time and under dif-
ferent conditions. Events today
move at a far greater speed than
ever before. Most important of all,
in this connection, are the major

‘| differences between Britain and the
10, 8.

in the condition of their re-
spective economies and of their la-
bor movements,

The British Labor
formed in the heyday of British
capitalist  growth. Ponderous par-

Party was

liamentary procedure still held com-
plete sway. -Under these congditions

They

\Will Labor Party Give Same
Results Here As in

| ‘By John 'G. Wright

the Labor Party with its conserva-
tive policies could take deep root
because it could still gain reforms
and contribute to the advancement
of the working class as a whole.
This ‘made it very easy for the re-
formists to get a firm grip on the
party.

In America, the Labor Party must
come into being when capitalism, at
home as well as abroad, is decaying,
and ‘lasting reforms are out of the
question. Capitalist democracy
likewise in ‘its senility. Far from
being willing—or able—to yield
economic or Dpolitical reforms as
were the British capitalists, the
American billicnaires find them-
selves dri‘-fep to try to deprive la-
bor of all of its hard-won gains.
Therefore the divisibn along class
lines in politics will tend to assume
sharp forms from the outset.

Finding lasting reforms out of the
question, the workers will be im-
pelled toward socialist solutiens.
They will move, once started, at a
truly American pace in politics just
as they have in the field of tuade
union organization.

British Laborites were able to re-
sist mass pressure from below driv-
ing them to radical solutions. But
there will be far greater pressures
from the ranks in the U. S. Even
the most case-hardened labor-
faker is subject to such pressure
and mav disregard it only at his
own peril. .

Both the capitalists and the labor
fakers know that they face a dif-
ferent labor movement here. Amer-
ican workers are not so weary and
worn as the British workers have

is

been since V-J Day. They have
tremendous confidence in them-
selves, and are militant. As their

\;'Jhole history has shown, American
workers incline to adopt in action
the most drastic measures.

Again, this country’s industrial
equipment is far better and bigger
and can be used te start building
socialism right away, without wait-

ing to rebamild it as in England.

. thing to alarm the people.

This, - teo, will act as a powerful
force, impelling the adoption of
radical solutions and the accept-
ance of genuine revolutionary lead-
ership by the workers.

It is one-sided and false to be-
lieve that high wages tend to make
workers immune to revolutionary
ideas. As the “Theses on the Amer-
ican Revolution” adopted by the
Socialist Workers Party last No-
vember correctly explains: High
wages act as a conservatizing factor
‘“only under conditions of capitalst
stability where a relatively high
standard of living can be main-

tained and even improved. This is
excluded for the future, as our
whole analysis has shown. On the

other hand, the workers react most
sensitively and violently .to any in-
fringement upon their living stand-
ards. This has already been dem-
onstrated by the strike waves in
which great masses of ‘conservative’
workers have resorted to the most
militant and radical course of ac-
tion. In the given situation, there-
fore, the relatively high living
standards of the American workers
is a revolutionary and not, as is
commonly believed, a conservatizing
factor.”

It is therefore by no means ex-
cltuded that the Labor Party here
may from the very beginning come
under a revelutionary leadership
with a sccialist pregram. In any
case, the formntion of the Labor
Party will represent an important
forward step in the political de-
velopment eof the American work-
ers, preparing them to accept the
program of the revolutionary par-
ty. the SWP.

The above-listed considerations
by no means exhaust the question
of the Labor Party in the U. S. But
they do suffice to underscore its
highly progressive ckharacter at this
stage in this country. That is why
we Trotskyists advocale it so con-
sistently and boldly.

(This is the last in a series answering
questions raised by American workers

about the British Labor Party.)

| the presence of mounted police would only add fuel to fires

THE HAYMARKET TRAGEDY

From 1880 on, I becan:e wholly engrossed in the labor
movement. In all the great. industrial centers the working
class was in rebellion. The .enormous immigration from
Europe crowded the slums, forced down wages and threat-
ened to destroy the standard of living fought for by Amer
ican working men. Throughout the country there was
business depression and much unemployment In the cities:
there was hunger and rags and despair,’

Foreign agitators who had suffered under European
despots preached various schemes of economic salvation' 't
the workers. The workers asked only for bread and:a -
shortening of the long hours of toil. The agitators gave
them visions. The police gave them  clubs. ¢ i

Particularly the city of Chicago was the scene of strxke
after strike, followed by boycotts. and riots. The years
preceding 1886 had witnessed strikes of the lake seamen,
of dock laborers and street railway workers. These strikes
had been brutally suppressed by policemen’s clubs and by
hired gunmen. The grievance on the part of the workers
was given no heed. John Bonfield, inspector of police,
was partigularly cruel in the suppression of meetings where
men peacefully assembled to discuss matters of wages and
of hours.

Employers were defiant ancl open -in the expression
of their fears and hatreds. The Chicago Tribune, the organ
of the employers, suggested ironically. that the farmers
of Iilincis treat the tramps that poured out of the great
industrial centers as they did other pests, by putting
strychnine in the food. ®

The workers started ‘an agitation for an eight-hour
day. The trades unions and the Knights of Labor en-
dorsed the movement but because many of the leaders of
the agitation were foreigners, the movement ltself was
regarded as “foreign” and as ‘“‘un-American.” Then the
anarchists of Chicago, a very small group, espoused the
cause of the eight-hour day. From then on the people
of Chicago seemed mcapable of dlscussmg a purely eco-
nomic question without getting excited about anarchism.

THE FIGHT FOR THE 8-HOUR DAY

The employers used the cry of anarchism to kill the
movement. A person who believed in -an eight-hour work-
ing day was, they said, an enemy to his country, a traitor,
an anarchist. The foundations of government were being
gnawed away by the anarchist rats. Feeling was bitter,
The city was divided into two angry camps. The working
people on one side — hungry, cold, jobless, flghtmg gun-
men and police clubs with bare hands. On the” othel side
the employers, knowing neither hunger nor cold, suppor.ted
by the newspapers, by the police, by all the power of the
great state itself.

The anarchists took advantage of the widespread dls—
content to preach their doctrines. Orators used to address
huge crowds on the windy, barren shore of Lake Michigan,
Although I never endorsed the philosophy. of anarchism
I often attended the meetings on the lake shore, listenin;
to what these teachers of a new order had to say. to th
workers.

Meanwhile the employers were meeting. T‘hey m ) !
the mansion of George M. Pullman on Prairie Avenue or in -
the residence of Wirt Dexter, an able corporation lawyer.
They discussed means of killing the eight-hour move~
ment which was to be ushered in by a general strike. They
discussed methods of dispersing the meetings of the an-
archists.

A Dbitterly cold winter set in. Long unemployment re-
sulted in terrible suffering. Bread lines increased. Soup -
kitchens could not handle the applicants. Thousands knew
actual misery, . . .

The first of May, which was to usher-in the elght-
hour day uprising, came. The newspapers had done every-
All over the city there were
strikes and walkouts. Employers quaked -in their boots.
They saw revolution. The workers in the McCormick Har-
vester Works gathered outside the factory. Those inside
who did not join the strikers were called scabs. Bricks
were thrown. Windows were broken. The scabs were threat-
ened. Some one turned in a riot call.

The pclice without warning. charged dewn upon the
workers, shooting into their midst, clubbing right and left.
Many were trampled under horses’ feet. Numbers were
shot dead. Skulls were broken. Young men and young
girls were clubbed to death.

The Pinkerton agency formed armed bands of ex-
convicts and hoodlums and hired them to capitalists at
eight dollars a day, to picket the factories and incite
trouble.

THE HAYMARKET FRAME

On the evening of May 4, the anarchists held a meet-
ing in the shabby, dirty district known to later history as
Haymarket Square. All about were railway tracks, dingy
saloons and the dirty tenements of the poor. A half a
block away was the Desplaines Street Police Station pre-
sided over by John Bonfield, a man without tact or. dis-’
cretion or sympathy, a most brutal believer in suppres-
sion as the method to settle industrial unrest.

Carter Harrison, the mayor of Chicago, attended‘t’he
meeting of the anarchists and moved in and about the
crowds in the square. After leaving, he went to the Chief
of Police and instructed him to send no mounted police
to the meeting, as it was being reacsfully conducted and

already burning red in the workers’ hearts. But orders
perhaps came from other quarters, for, disregarding the l
report of the mayor, the chief of police sent mounted
policemen in large numbers to the meeting.

One of the anarchist speakers was addressing the crowd.
A bomb was dropped from a window overlooking the square.
A number of the pelice were killed in the explosion that
followed,

The city went insane and the newspapers did.everything
to keep it like & madhouse. The workers’ cry for justice
was drowned in the shriek for revenge. Bombs were “found”
every five minutes. Men went armed and gun stores kept
open nights. Hundreds were arrested. Only those who had
agitated for an eight-hour day, however, were brought. to
trial and a few months later hanged. But the man, Schnau-
belt, who actually threw the bomb was never brought into
the case, nor was his part in the terrible drama ever
officially made clear.

THE STRUGGLE STILL LIVES ON

The leaders in the eight-hour day movement were
hanged Friday, November 11. That day Chicago’s rich
had chills and fever, Ropes stretched in all directions
from the jail. Policemen were stationed along the ropes
armed with riot rifles.- Special patrols watched  all ap-
proaches to the jail. The roofs about the grim stone
building were black with police. The newspapers fed the
public imagination with stories of violence and jail de-
liveries.

But there were no uprisings, no jail deliveries, .except
that of Louis Lingg, the only real preacher of violence
among all the condemned men. He outwitted the gallows
by biting a percussion cap and blowing off his head.

The Sunday following the executions, the fiinerals were
held. Thousands of workers marched behind the black
hearses, not because they were anarchists but they felt (J.at
these men, whatever their theeories, were martyrs to the
workers’ struggle. The preces$ion wound through miles ami
niiles of streets densely packed with silent people.

In the cemetery of Waldheim, the dead were buried,
But with them was not buried their -cause. The struggle
for the eight-hour day, for more human conditions and
relations between man and man lived on, and still lives on. .

(Reprinted by permission of Charles H. Kerr & Co., Publishers,
Chicago, IlL) o
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No F unds for Relief
But Plenty for War

tor:

[ came through the Hoover de—
z‘essmn like so many others, and
do not know how badly my organ-
ism has been hurt by undernour-
ishment. ‘These. things really do
not show up until later years when
your body can no longer resist the
effects of neglect and improper diet
in youth.

. During the days of Hoover the
capitalist politicians in Washington
said: . “We. cannot appropriate
money for relief because we don’t
have the means. Prosperity is just
around the. corner. Besides we
must balance the budget.”

Yet v in  today’s Vnndlcator, a
Youngstown, Ohio, newspaper, they
claim. that they can provide $20,-
000,000,000 for certain countries in
Europe

It gets me to wondering. If they
have: to, they can get the money to
perpetuate the profit system and
maintain their markets in Europe.
On the other hand to get a few
bones, millions of people have to
‘start moving to scare the top bu-
reaucrats

Bub I can vision the tune the old
bone trick. will fail the top bu-
reaucracy and we will live under
the system that the same bureau-
~cratie -outfit is spreading propan-
- ganda against and using the old
. red-baiting method to try to .stop.
- Under this new system we will pro-
. duce for use and not for profit and
~ live like human beings.
‘No wars, no parasites;
jual chance for all,

but an

Joe
Youngstowrf, Ohio

at Did We Gain
m Imperialist War?

‘he. members of my generation
ve. much in common. We have
experienced two major threats to
1 existence—a depression and a
- orld. war. We survived, but are
we sure that in another crisis we
will be as fortunate?

Do you recall, as I do, the glori-
ous promises made to- us when we
traded .in our school books for a
uniform. and a gun. Have any of
these promises materialized?

Where are we today, this once
proud generation with its visions
of personal success and security?
Neglected in a “land of opportuni-
© ty,”. discarded tools of a war f01
F profit! - * g
\ Today, two years after the end of
the “wa} for democracy” our coun-
try, WhOSe leaders have repeatedly
pledged themselves to protect the

all lands, averts its eyes and ignores
the fight for freedom and for life
itself in which the oppressed peo-
ple of the world are engaged.

-In Indonesia, Greece, Indo-China,
Palestine and many other lands, the
working masses find American and
British arms in the hands of their
- Oppressors. These people with a
cause as just as that of our fore-
fathers in 1776, find their voices
ost beneath the uproar of the UN,

#

* the division of the spoils of
5 last global conflict.

Ow  can we stand erect
d Once more beneath
eyes of these people?
1 u willing to fight against
e reaction that is in power now
id -join the struggle to establish
1 government ‘“of the people,
,the reople and for the people”

and
the

democratic interests of all people in |

hat farce which is now quibbling

are open to the opinions of the
readers' of “The Militant.” Let-
ters are welcome on any subject
of interest to the workers. Keep'
§ them short and include your
name and address.  Indicate if
you want your name printed. -

which can extend a helping hand
to the working people.of the world?
If you are, fill out the applica-
tion blank in this paper, or write
to or visit the Socialist Workers
Party headquarters nearest your
home for full - information; and
join the party which stands for rev-
olutionary socialism. .
D. P.
New York

What the Revolution
Will Offer “Experts”

Editor:

In replying to B. L. Stafford, III,
I would like to stress that his con-
cern seems to be with the mechani-
cal aspects only of the American
Socialist Revolution.

-

What does he think is going to
happen to the millions of experts
now /serving management? Are
they going to oppose the production
workers in a civil war until they
(the experts) are wiped out? Will
they be exiled, imprisoned?

Quite the contrary, in my opin-
ion. The tremendous ideological
sweep of the American Revolution
will carry thousands of these ex-

perts into the ranks of the revolu-;
I speak from ob-

tionary party.
scrvation in the mill where I work.
The foremen who are most quali-
fied in their work (who do not fear
being showed up by “ordinary’
workers) frequently show active
sympathy toward real union mili-
tants.

For my second point, I want.to
remind Stafford that he has. com-
pletely forgotten the organization
of the workers’ councils (or soviets).
Since the revolutionary party wiil
be the most democratic ever known,
Ly and for the workers, this democ-
racy will find expression in workers’
councils inside the plants. These
council sessions will amaze Mr.
Stafford, and his fellow doubters,
by the varietv and advanced me-
chanical know-how which will pour
from quite ordinary workers: The
goal of the revolution will give us a
reason for unleashing millions of
ideas now suppressed by hatred -of
capitalism, fear of technological un-
employmetit and so forth.. Once
the revolution is consolidated in
America; I believe the party will

never be threatened by bureaucratic
The would<be bu-

strangulation.
reaucrats will be smothered by the
productive avalanche of American
workers.

As for jobs like elevator opera-
tors 5 and 10 cent store clerks, etc.;
such jobs can be eliminated in the
first five years. The elevators can
be automatically controlled by the
same electronic devices now used
to, guide and control weapons of
death. The former elevator oper-
ator will be released for productive
work and education. Likewise the
clerks can cease acting as guards
for Woolworth’s petty merchandise.
It can be disposed through automa-
tic vendors and as the productive
capacity of the country is stepped
up, the vending machine will like-
wise be eliminated.

In conclusion, the editors of The
Militant ;are not guilty of over-
statement,: If anything, they un-
derstate the possibilities of a So-
cialist America in a Socialist world.

Consider the case of the Soviet

\

| inists touted Pucel far and wide as

Union. In 30 years, Sov1et Russia
fought a bloody civil war, went’
through terrible internial political,
struggle;. fell. into the clutehes:6f 4
bureaucratic dictatorship, lost over
twenty million ‘people- and .inesti- |
mable productive capamty in thel
second World War, and yet stands
today as the only challenger to the|
most powetful eapitalist’ n&tion on |
earth, the TUnited States. .
Russia was the most backward na-
tion in the capitalist éiréle when
sHe entered upon the sotialist road.’

Stick around, Bert. You:will-find:
that revolufion is the lotomotive of
history, and -the locomotive being |
forged by American workers will be |
an instrument of unimaginable |
power. It will prove fully eapable
of lifting this nationh and the world |
out of the bottoinless morass m
capitalist anarchy.

M. L.
Youngstown, Chio

3

Another Sellout by
A “Friend of Labor
In Cleveland

Another illustration of the bank-
ruptcy in the-official PAC policy to |
support “friends eof labor” took]
place in Cleveland politics last]
week. Councilman Edward L.
Pucel;, who ran for Mayor in the
primaries, against .the incumbent
Demecrat, Burke, and against the.
Republican Ness, has made a deal:

to. support Burke in the November.
elections.

It is not unusual for “msulgent
Democrats™ like Pucel to make deals
to throw support to the party. But
this deal wa$ an especially bitter pill |
for many Cleveland workers to)
swallow. In the primaries the Stal-

“an enemy of machine politicians:
and a friend of labor.” The county |

PAC and the Cleveland CIO Coun- -

cil instructed ward PAC clubs  to:
push for Pucel and the PAC direc-
tor Louie Hahn, a Stalinist, even
threatened to take reprisals against
those clubs refusing to do so. Dur=
ing the primary campaign Pucel
went so far as to compare Burke
with Taft.

Pucel’s sellout was not a surprise
to those acquainted with PAC pol-
icy and the Stalinist application of
it. -However, it has an adverse ef-
fect on some who have been taken
in by their lies in the past. An ex-
ample of this is in the speech given
by a worker at a reéent Textile
Union meeting here before the pri-
mary elections.

At this  meeting one Stalimst

made the motion to sét up a PAC

union committee; suppoit of Pucel
was implicit in this motion. The
above-mentioned worker got - hot
under the collar and took the floor
against the motion. His argument
was . simple, . but unfortunately it
was wrongly motivated:

“Why should we be the scapegoat
and suppert candidates that will
never be elected? - Everytime the |
PAC supports a candidate, nine
times out of ten he loses and we
have teo fight an -open enemy of
ours in office. If the PAC candi-
date does win, he adways turns out
to be a lemon.”

I don’t doubt that this worker will
have more to say at the néxt meet-
ing about Pucel's protnises and his
inevitable béhavior and he will un-
doubtedly add: “If Pucel makés 4
deal with Burke, what will stop
him from making & deal with Taft
too?”

BX.
Cleveland, O.

Come and meet other ‘Militant’ Readers at these Local Activities of

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

AKRON—2nd floor, 4 S. Howard
St. Open Mon. through PFriday,
-3 to 5 pm.; Saturdays 2 to 4 p.m,

BOSTON—30 Stuart St. Open Sat-
| urdays 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.; Tuesdays
E 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
[

BUFFALO — Militant Forum, 629
Main St., 2nd floor. Phone MAdi-
i son 3960. Open every afternoon
: " ‘except Sunday.

i CHICAGO-—T17T W. Adams (corner

¢ . Halsted). Open 11 am. to 5 p.m,
“daily, except Sunday. Phone
Dearborn 4767. Library, book-
store.

" CLEVELAND — Militant Forum

every Sunday, 8:30 p.m, at Peck’s

Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St.. (off Wade

Park Ave.):

‘DETROIT — 6108 Linwood Ave,,
hone TY. 7-6267. Open Monday
through Saturday, 12 to 5 p.m.
;ilrrent events forum and open
10use, Saturday from 8 p.m.

FLINT—215 E. Ninth St.,
ich. Open Monday
iday,‘ 5 to 9 pm.

ANGELES—Militant publish-
mg Assn., 316% W. Pico Blvd.
Open da1ly, 12 noon to 5 p.m.
Phone Richmond 4644.

Flint 3,
through

SAN PEDRO — Militant publishing
Assn.,—1008 S. Pacific., Room 214.

LYNN, Mass. — 44 Central Square,

Room 11. Discussion every Tues-
day 7:30 p.m.; open Saturdays
1-6 p.m, e

%

MILWAUKEE—Militant - Bookshop,
608 S. 5 St. Open 12 to 4:30 p.m.;
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Mondays thru
Fridays.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 South 4th St
open 10 am. to 6 p.m. daily ex-
cept Sunday, Phone Main 7781
Library, bookstore.

Sunday Forums, 3:30 p.m.

NEW HAVEN-—-Labor School, 855
Grand Ave., 3rd floor. Open every
‘Monday, 8 to 10: 30 pm

NEWARK — 423 Springﬁeld Ave.
Phone BlIgelow 3-2574. Library and
reading room open week nights,
7-10 p.m.

Friday *night forum, 8:30.

NEW YORK CITY HQ., 116 Uni-
versity Place, GR. 5-8149.

HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St. Room
23. MO. 2-1866.

Every Thursday Open Discus-
sion, § p.m.-

o

- BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave,, 1st
floor, phone TT 2-0101.

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton St
Phone ST. 3-7433.

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St., phone
CH 2-9434.

OAKLAND, Cal.—Meetings Wednes-
- day, Odd Fellows Temple, 410-11th
St. For information write to P.O.
Box 1351.

PHILADELPHIA — 1303-05 “W. Gl-
rard Avé., 2nd floor, Open- daily.
Friday forum 8 p.m. Phone Stev-
enson 5820.

-

PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave., 2nd
floor. Phone Court 6060
Open meetings every 1st and
third Sundays at 3:30 p.m.
Marxist Study Class every
Thursday 7-9 pm. 1418 Fifth Ave.

SAN DIEGO—Headquarters 432 F
St., R: 213. - Open Tuesday, Thurs-
day & Saturday, 1 to 5 pm.;
Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 7
to 9 p.m. .

SAN FRANCISCO —1739 Fillmore
St., 4th floor, San FPrancisco 15.
Open noon to 4:30 p.m. except
Sunday. Phonée FI 6-0410.

SEATTLE—1919% Second Ave. Open
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Mon.
through Fri, 12 to 5 pm. Sat.

Phone SE 0453 Library, book-
store.

- Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Basic Train-
ing  Class.

ST. LOUIS——1023 N. Grand Blvd
Room 312. Ferums, Fridays, 7 430—
10 p. m. Phone Jefferson 3642. . .

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St., St. Paul
2, Phone.. Garfield 1137. Open
daily 2:30-9:30 p.m.

TACOMA, Wash, -~ Medtings - every
Wednesday, 8 p.m., at Odd Fellows
Hall, 6th and Fawrett.- Discus-
sions on current topics. For infor-
mation, write P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO — 113 St. Clair St, 2nd
floar. Open daily. .
YOUNGSTOWN -— 115 E. Fedexal

Bidg., ‘Room: 302, Youngstown 3,
O. Open 11-4:30 Monday through

Yet ]

1 in the slots.

| Please’ fenew my subscription. One

| founding of The Militant.

| Local New York,

| ten whiéh will be a take-off on the
{ editors of The Militant . .

{1 GOOD SUGGESTION

By Rose Karsner
Nahonal Campaign Director

- Last week we sent a letter
to all subscribers, enclosing a
coin-card and asking for a do-
aation on the occasion of the
aineteenth anniversary of The
Militant. A few have already
responded,  inserting coins or bills
*We hore' a good many
more can be reported in coming is-
sues of the paper.

ANNiVERSARY GREETINGS
©'MeNaineé $1; R. Dworkowitz 25c;
Iteifiberg 50c; Pauline Breitman
$2.20;. M. H. $1.12; Williams 85c;
Kaufman $1; Sundgren §1; H. An-
derson $1.70.

A letter fromy Donald W. McKin-
non-of Portland says: “I am sendse
ing" herewith three one-dollar bills.

buck for the Fund Drive, and send
The Militant for one year to the
jollowing name . I voted for
Debs in 1908 and was a candidate
on the, Socialist party ticket in
1912 i

'FROM THE BRANCHES

Almost all the branches of the
Socialist Workers Party are busily
4t work on gala socials to celebrate
the nineteenth anniversary of the

Duncan Conway, Fund Director of
savs: “We feel
confident we will reach our 100%
before the deadline. Just now we
are at work on plans for an anni-
versary social. A skit is being writ-

. Per-
haps they won’t appreciate the hu-
mor, but the audience will.”

L FLINT—Genora: “Wé are plan-

.4

ilitant Reaq

£

$15,000

“Branch
ST. LOUIS
Flint
Milwaukee
Buffalo
Newark
Qakland
Youngstown
Twin Cities
New York
Philadelphia
Cleveland
Rochester
Tacoma
Akron
Boston
Pittsburgh
Seattle
Toledo
West Virginia
San Francisco
Detroit
Chicago
Lynn
Los Angeles
San Diego
Allentown-Bethlehem
Connecticut State ....
Massillon-Canton
Reading

Scorehoard For
Militant Fund
Quota Paid Percent |
$ 50 $ T2 144

200 124 62
200 123 61
600 359 60
500 289 58
250 128 51
600 300 50
1,000 480 48
4,500 2,081 . 46
300 125 42
250 100 40
"25 10 40
25 10 40

300 107 36
275 " 99 36
150 50 33
300 92 31
150 39 26
25 5 20

1,250 239 19
600 100 17
1,500 217 14
125 15 12
1,500 150 10
100 8 8
, 5 5 7.
200 12 6
50 0 0

100 0 0
$5,339 36%

TOTAL THROUGH OCT 27

ning our Militant Ball for Nov. 15.
‘"We are having a dance band, re-
freshments and a, floor show. With
the preparations we're making I'm
sure we're going to exceed our quo-
ta.”

LYNN—"“The enclosed is toward

cur pledge.” We plan' to seéhddinia.

much larger sum every week from
now on so that our quota will be
fulfilled by Dec. 15.”

Members-at-large have sént the
following remittances: Hansen sent
an additional $5; Baxter $10;
Hughes $20 and $5 was received
from Texas

HOW NAACP CAN SUCCEED IN
“DRIVE T0 MAKE-IT-A-MILLION

- By Jean Blake
In two prevxous articles we have shown that the NAACP
membership drive is lagging seriously and that the most im-
portant reason is the NAACP’s internal weaknesses, organi-
Analysis of these weaknesses also

zational and programmatic.
indicated how to solve them+
‘and make the NAACP. a more
powerful and effective organi-
zation.

Briefly. summarized, the major
needs are for democratization of
the organization; struggles on issues
which affect the masses most di-
rectly and in which- the support of
their' most powerful allies, the
unions, can be enlisted; and bring-
ing inte Mplay the most decisive
weéapon of struggle today, indepen-
dent: political action.

We have already discussed the
buredueratic structure of the na-
tional organization, illustrated by
the Board of Directors’ rejection of
the last convention’s request for a
revised and more democratic con-
stitution. Bureaucratic practices of
this kind not only thwart the will
¢f  the membership but alse stifle
their initiative and enthusiasm. The
result is generally passivity, hope-
lessness, inactivity and indifference
to the organization.

On ‘the local level the NAACP
would also be benefited by being
givert back to the members.. Partic-
ularly in large branches, it is nec-
essary to adapt the organizational
Structure so.that the members can
participate in discussions of policy
ard implementation of policy.

An excellent suggestion was made
by one NAACP member in Los An-
geles through an-open letter to the
local Negro press — the only method
available to one who wants to make
a suggestion that will get a hear-
ing. He wrote:

* . one branch in a city the
size of Los Angeles is not enough.
In order to really carry on a strug-
gle for the advancement of colored
people here, use all volunteer work-
ers, carry on neighborhood fights,
we need neighborhood autonomous
branches. It is physically impos-
sible for one branch in Los Angeles
to cover all the area and do a real
job.

“These neighborhood branches
should have elected delegates rep-
resenting them in a central council
composed of delegates of all local

‘branches. The central council
should be the governing body for
the whole area. In -this way our
leadership would not be overworked
and a job could be done all over
the city.

“This idea of organizing the
branch came from a study of the
CIO Council and the” Central Labor
Council here. No matter where it
came from, it will bring results and
that’s what counts.”

PLENTY OF ISSUES

As for the program of the NAACP
in this period, there is, unfortunate-
ly, no scarcity of issues. Diserim-
ination in all its forms must be
fought. Making a living is still the
major problem of the Negro masses,
however, and the growth of labor
committées in NAACP branches ex-
presses to some extent an increas-
ing consciousness of this fact.

Support for FEPC legislation on
a nationzl, state and local scale
has become the rule with NAACP
branches. But the FEPC fight is
a political fight; it isn’t enough to
lobby on this issue; to win a politi-
cal fight against the Democratic
and Republican supporters of Jim
Crow, independent Negro and labor
candidates are needed.

It is true that in certain localx-
ties independent Negro and labor
cahdidates are beginning te appear,
and in some cases are being sup-
ported by NAACP branches and
learders. But most NAACP leaders
yesist this progressive movement,
and even where they permit the
branch to function as a thinly dis-
guised election machine, they- still
insist on the “non-partisan” char-
acter of the organization, hamper-
ing its effective functionihg in po-
litical struggles.

But the fight against this “non-
partisan” policy has already begun
and has been reflected at recent
conventions. The energetic cam-
paigns by practically every branch
to register all members to vote will
also assist in this process. Because
the logical question that follows
after registration is: “Vote for what,
for whom?”

The strength or weakness of its

The Militant,
116 University Pl.,
New York 3, N. Y.

Dear Friends:

Enclosed find $

cohtinue your fight for a better

The Militant will be 19 years old November 15

Send An Anniversary Gift

Insert a Coin or Pin a Bill — Mail Today!

Your friend,

Folded Bill

50c¢

25¢

world.

leaders usually determines the ef-
fectiveness of an organization. Dur-

ing the last year the NAACP lead-

ership, on the whole, has shown its
inability to adapt itself to the
changerd character of the organiza-
tion, which has become a mass
movement of an oppressed minority
now predominantly urban and in-
creasingly proletarian.

The old methods of giving “in-
spirational” speeches gnce a month
at a meeting, beginning with a
prayer, interspersing with some
lovely but irrelevant music, and
closing with threats or promises in
a collection speech, no longer
“packs them in.” ’

An organization has to do more
than to justify its existence. It has
to make some gains for its members,
lead their struggles, give them a
chan¢e to participate in it, not just
listen and contribute.

Previously the “talented tenth”—
the doctors and lawyers and morti-
clans and ministérs—had no se-
rious competition for Iéadership.
Having mote education, training,
security and stability than other
members, théy were the unques-
tioned leaders of the NAACP.

But now there is something new
on the scene — the Negro unionist,
who is closer to the masses and who

Every few days for the last sev-
eral weeks, we have been receiving
one or a few subcriptions from
Kawanee, Ill.,, and vicinity, sent.in
by James W. Connery. His com-
ments, if any, were usually brief
and only aroused our curiosity
about the source of so many new
readers in this community 60 miles
west of Chicago.

In a recent “thank you» letter,
we asked J. W. C. for more details
about himself and his sub-getting.
Here is his reply. -

Dear Comrades:

Am sending another sub. You
inisked how X get the subs. Well,
Fridays are pay days in this town.
In three blocks there are 18 tav-
erns, so on Friday evenings I go
through them and most generally

1 go™o the best places, walk through

and pick out someone who looks in-
telligent oi' not.

Whether I know him or not, X
sit down by him and get him talk-
mg, ask 1f he 1s a umon man and if

MILITANT

Hro YOUR | SHDPMATE

‘most Negro organization lies.

A,SK HIM 'l'o
wUBsmlﬁgﬁ}

has learned methods of struggle and
organization from the unions. In
addition, he is not tied like the pro-
fessional pecple to the whole struc-
ture of the oppressive capitalist
system and is in a better position
to fight against its evils.

“MAKE IT A MILLION”

It is among these unionists that
hope for the NAACP as-the fore-
It
is their leadership that can most
effectively enlist the suppert of
both the Negro masses and the la-
bor organizations.

One word, in closing, on a ques-
tion often asked by workers dis-
couraged with the NAACP weak-
nesses: Is the struggle to strength-
en and improve the NAACP really
worthwhile? Many unionists dis-
couraged by incompetent or reac-
tionary union bureaucrats often
ask the same question about their
unions.

The answer in both cases is that
serious people participate in the
struggle at the stage in whicth it is
and attempt to carry it forward
They don't turn their backs and
pretend it doesn’t exist; if they are
workers, they can’t do that. Just as
the labor movement, with all its
weaknesses, is the organization of
struggle of the workers as a whole,
the NAACP is today the chief or-
ganization of the Negro masses
struggling against. oppression. We
must fight its weaknesses in order
to “Make It A Million.”

To Sell Plenty of Subs

he is I go after him, ask him what
papers he reads. From then on I
den’t give him a chance to get in a-
werd for five or six minutes until
I have told him about The Mili- -
tant and how he can get the world
labor news. Every once in n while
X repeat that the paper is six pages
filled with news from over the
werld and only $1 a year.

I tell him he can't get a bargam i
like that very often, and I don’t
let him get in'a word until I have
finished. Often when I get through,
even before I am through, they have
their hands in their pockets and
cut comes the old $1. Then get they
name and address. That is all there
is to it.

I am old, 75 years; can’t geb
around like I uzed to, but go up -
town once in a while. Used to know
everyone in town, but the war -
brought in a new population, so
many are strangers. The last five "
subscribers I never saw before, but
got the $1. It is not hard. -

Running short of paper, but I
want to tell you a story. There is a
goed fellow, friend of mine, who
takes The Militant. I have: been
trying to get him to go out for
some subs, Last Saturday eveéhing
I dropped into a tavern. He was
there talking to a man. Wheén the -
man left for a2 moment, I asked my
 friend if he was trying to get a sub
for The Militant. He said, ‘‘Oh,
you couldn’t get that fellow to take
the paper.”

So I waited for the man to come
back und I started in o¢n hit. In
about €hrece minutes I had his sub.
After 1 had the dollar and his ad:
diess, he told me he had been a
socialist for 10 years. So you secg
you never can tell who will subs
scribe. Too many people haven
got the guts. Lots of times— "i
fact pretty nearly every time; the
will say ‘“No, I don’t wunt to 't
it,” but vou don’t want to beli
them. Make thém see that if eve
the people are going to be free they’
will have to organize. That is all.

:James: W ‘Coml ¥

- We are still receiving combination
subs to The Militant and the Fourth, ..
International, because we still have '
to use the old subscription card "’
which listed such a combination at{
$2.50 a year. -Since the Fourth In-
{ernational is now published only
six times a year, every two months;
its subscription rate is only $1 a‘”
year, g}o when we receive $2.50 for.

sub for one year and an F. I su
for a yzar and a hailf, 9 issues.,. .

E

Bosten Agent Rena Breshi sent
in 16 subs this week, 13 of them 1e-_"
newals.

# ok %

San Francisco also sent 16, half
of them renéwals obtained Wwhil
contacting subscribers - as part. of
the election campaign for Fran]
A. Barbaria for Mayor.

THE
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Militant Frolic
Dancing
Entertainment

Sat.. Nov 22, 9 p. ni.

CHELSEA WORKERS' CENTER
130 West 23 It

NEWARK
Buffet Supper
and Dance
Speaker: -

W-illiiam F. Warde

Sat., Nov. 15, 8 p. m
423 Springfield Ave.

NEW HAVEN

Gala Entertainment
Supper Plate
Sat., Nov. 22, 8:30 p. m.
New Haven Labor School
855 Grand Ave.

Celebrate the 19th Anniversary of

ILITA}

AKRON
Militant Celebration
At Grand Opening of
New Headquarters

Sun., Nov. 30, 5 p. m.
4 So. Howard St.

FLINT

Dance Band
Refreshments

Entertainment
Sat., Nov. 15, 8:30 p. m.

215 E. 9th St.

TOLEDO
Turkey Dinner
at., Nov. 22, 6 p. m

Tickets obtained at

113 St. Clair

2nd Floor

TWIN CITIES
I'ilm Showing
"CZAR TO LENIN"
Speaker:

Manuel Terbovich
Former District Organizer
U110 Steclworkers Union
Nov. 15, 6:30 p. m.

10 S. Fourth St.
Minneapolis

Sat..

MILWAUKEE

"CABARET NITE
AT 608"

Entertainment
Refreshments

Sat.. Nov. 15, 8 p. m. ,
608 South 5th St.

SAN FRANCISCO
Buffet Dinner

Dancing

Nov. 22, 8 p. m
1739 Fillmore

Sat..

Saturday. -~ Phone" 3-1355, ©

a combination we enter -a Militant'




Whatever became of the austerity in Princess
Elizabeth’s wedding . . . of the tale that she would
have a ceremony in keeping with the British workers’
hardships? For a time it sounded as
though she might dig out an old
wedding gown from the royal attic,
: or at least stick to the legal ration

i of new apparel.

But her lavish gown alone, they
say now, would take any other
girl’s coupons for six long years.
And at least four other luxurious
new costumes are slyly hinted.

Nor will she wear last year's
dowdy sables. Taxes paid by work-
ers in Canada - are spent to give
her one mink coat; impoverished

Newfoundland is sending her a second mink coat.

" "All over the empire, the workers are paying in
" taxes and in wasted labor, for a royal splurge. The

mayor of Twickenham, England, was inspired; ‘he’s
‘searching out all girls named Elizabeth, Mary or

Alexandra (has the princess no more names?) for
special assessments to a “royal wedding fund.”

Qf course Elizabeth sadly needs these gifts.  As
the Canadian Press lamented on Sept. 26, “the fa-
miliar family budget is a problem” for her. Isn't
it just like yours? Her state allowance of $60,000-a
year melts to “only” $16,000 after taxes. But fof-
tunately, the report added, the King’s financial ‘ad-
visers are dunning Parliament for an increase. !

" What does Elizabeth do to earn her “wage”?
She sits beside the King while he redds -a speech
written by the Labor Government.. She nods while
the British people are ordered to work longer hours,

Princess Ehzabeth’s Weddmg

By Mary Wood

.

to speed up,.to eat less; to wear rags.

‘And. while she nods, so also do the’ Lords and
Ladies, the capitahsts .all the reactionaries inéluding
the . Mosleys The system of monarchy suits 'them

well (in Italy, they must remember, the King invited

Mussolini to march on Rome, over. the bodies of the
socialist : workers . . .)

The :Labor Party humbly bows before the royal
parasites and wishes them well. A writer for Can-
cda’s “secialist” - CCF sarcastically lambasts® everyone
who refuses to “indulge in a sentimental interest in
Princess 'Elizabeth’s trousseau, because British royalty
is" the - wicked bastion -of Wicked . British Imperial-
ism.”

In 1933 an Independent Labor Party MP, James
McGovern, shouted defiance at the King as Parlia-
ment - opened. Other Laborites, .groveling at the
throne, were horrlfied But McGovern said,

. I arrived ‘at the bar of the House of Lords and
gazed -at the vulgar display of wealth — wonderful
and expensive gowns, jewels and tiaras, worth hun-
dreds ‘of thousands of pounds. . .- I thought of the
poor Wretched ‘people” outside who are to be victims
of future" legislation and who, by their energy and
sacrifice, provided all this wealth.

“Indignation overcame me when I recalled the
human sufforing outside, the Means Test, unem-
ployment cuts; sand. the . destruction of the social
servlces Something within me rebelled and I lashed
out, at’ the enemies of the people.

““Did T do wrong?  Is there any worker who be-
lieVes that I did: not ‘voice the feeling of every decent
human' being? I #eel that I.spoke for the working
class whom: I.represent.”

-And:-that’s’ my ;sentiment. .

S GE W

The Negro. Struggle

Congress is meeting again, in a specxal session
this time. Many Negroes, thinking over the record
of Congress during the early part of the year, won't
e know whether to be glad or soiry
that Congress is getting together
again,

As Leslie S. Perry of the NAACP
Washington Bureau put . it, ' this
Congress left “a sordid record; -a
record of money and politics being

¢ given precedence over human lives
and democracy. Under the 80th Congress rich men
became richer and poor men poorer. ‘Under. the 80th

Congress basic civil rights of working people _and
. minority racial groups were either lost or' brazenly

ignored. Ard this is what the maJouty of senators

ard congressmen intended.”

There is no reason to believe that they have any
diﬂ“erent intentions now. Thinking: that -.they “have
is like expecting the leopard to change 1ts spotsr ‘In
other words,. the way to approach thé questions
o raised by this special session of Congress is to. recog-
- nize, that we are dealing with dyed-in-the-wool. én-
mies of the Negro and working people [

" "The way to deal with your enemles is not to plead
with them, not to beg them for 'the things that
are nghtfully yours, but to FIGHT them — &
then without quarter without mercy, and witl
on at your disposal. Your enemies wilk never
give you anythlng that ‘you ‘don’t fight for;’ and' if
you stop fighting, they will take away some of whet
you still have.

Always remembei how the wartime. FEPC ‘was
mitiated Negro. leaders signed petitions, “sent: tele=
jgrams and ‘held conferences to- beg -Rodosevelt- for
something like the FEPC. 'But he was not inter-
ésted. He was not interested UNTIL. the: March on
Washington Movement threatened' to 'bring_ '«itens ;'of

Negroes and the Sp c1al Qessmn
‘ By George Clarke

thousands of people to the "capital in support of
then' demand " and JUNTIL he_saw that the Negroes
meant ‘business. »

That lesson should be studied - and re-studied
today.. by every Negro in this country. In it lies the
answer. to: wmnmg permanent FEPC legislation, anti-
lyneh- and anti-poll tax laws, abolition of Jim. Crow
in the armed forces ;and all the other measures the
Negro people; want. - . .

“The ‘way to> deal with this - -Congress is to bring
the. maxxmum pressure to- bear’ on it through mass
demonstrations Afivolving "the millions of Negroes
and . white workers Wwho have equally. strong griev-
ances agaihst: Congress.: In' short, - the  members  of
Congress ‘must be shown: that they are ‘going to have
real trouble. on their hands if they don't come across
with the, legislatitm demarded by the- great majority
of the people There is no other way

epublicahs‘ and then back -again, getting
fronisotie " sitle “and’ then ‘& crumb fiom the

] ,ungry all the time i i

What is’ éalled - for- now ‘is mdependent politrcal
actiOn —'"a_Labor: Party embracing ‘the unions, the
popr'fa mmiers ‘ang ‘the "oppressed: minorities, 8 Labor
party” running its own .candldates.-and. pledged to
replace the rotten Jim me capltalist system with
a Workers and: Faimers Government :

" The members of Congress areg gettmg togethei to
plan: new measures on- behalf .of Blg Business. .Negro
and~ White workeis must get together too, to plan
a neW WOrld

t

- By Grace

In “The Human Mind,” the eminent Speciahst in
mental disease, Dr. Karl Menninger “has -given "us
thls poetic and scientific definition of mental health:

“Let us define mental health as
the adjustment of human beings
to the world and to each - other
with a maximum of effectiveness
and happiness. Not just effi-
ciency, or just contentment — or
the grace of obeying the rules’ of
the game cheerfully. It is-all of
these together. It is the ability
to maintain an even temper,. an
alert intelligence, socially consid-
erate behavior, and ‘a happy dis-
position, This, I think, is a healthy
mind.”

But millions of American men, women, and chil-
dren do not possess “healthy ‘minds.” Nervous ' and
mental diseases take a toll greater than cancer,
tuberculosis and infantile paralysis combined. There
are 625,000 patients in public mental hospitals ih ‘the .
. United States. Mental illness strikes one i five
families; one in thirteen people. Psychiatrists esti-
mate that over a million persons now living will’ find
fhemselves in a mental hospital within the next ten
years and another fourteen million will suffer from
gither a mental illness or a serious nervous break-
down sometime in their lives.

The neglect of the mental health of the American

Toward Mental‘f;

"fHealth
Carlson e

population is only another aspect of . the general
picture of socxal rieglect in ‘this country. It is not
différent “in’ kind:" Considerable _phiysical as well as
mental 1llness cou’rl ‘be prevented if all people had
the benefit of ‘garly diagnosis and. treatment at the
first s1gn ‘of 'illness. . Dr, Menninger. regards the fol-
lowing series: of exammations as absolute prerequis-
1tes before a d1agnosrs of mental illness is made:

1. Physical’ examlnations of "the body itself — the
head,: the chest the abdomen, genitalia, extremities,
skin, pulse, temperatule blood-pressure, etc.

2. Neuiological examination — a detailed observa-
tion of “certain reflexes, movements and sensations,
indicating the condit ion of the nervous system.

3. Chemical examination of the blood, urine, faeces,
sputum, spinal fluid.

4 X-ray, electroencephalography and othei spe-
cial examinations.,

5. Psychblogical examinations.

Rich people can afforfd these: comprehensive ex-
aminations, ‘and they can also afford the surgical,
medical -and psychiatric “treatment: needed in order
to ¢ure "nervous and mental disorders. However,
for the vast majority of American workers, the kind
of medical advice that Dr. Menninger offers is com-
pletely impractical. But only if society makes this
kind of diagnosis.and treatment available to all will
the American people travel the  road towaid better
mental health. :

- Notes from the News

“ONLY WAY FOR LABOR” — Building its own
party “is the hard way, but also the only way,, as
fabor must eventually find out in the United States,”
say the editors .of the Pittsburgh

Courier,
< . * * * :
. THAT'S DIFFERENT — General
Electric will discontinue next year
* the “profit-sharing” plan by which
5% its 160,000 workers got . $3,000,000

(an average of less than $20 apiece).
But of course it will retain the “extra compensation”
" plan for executives, under which GE President
Charles E. Wilson had $90,000 added to his base salary
.. of $108,000 last year.

s * ® * K
< MINE LEADER DEAD — John J. O'Leary, inter-
national vice-president of the UMW, died of a heart
ttack last week. He was a union member for 50
his 66 years.

1 * * &

MEAT STILL HIGHER — The Agriculture De-
partment warns that next year’s meat supply will
~be lower than this year's, and that prices “may  go
even higher.”

WATCH YOUR TONGUE — Marine Maj. Gen.

declaring there is “no room” in this _country: for

Chfton B. Cates eelebrated Navy Day with a speéch’

those who . favor: disarmament because they desire
“chaos and revolutlon
£ #® £
FOR UNITED 'ACTION — The National Maritime
Union has called:a national conference of maritime
and longshore unions, AFL, CIO and independents,
for Nov. 17, to fight the Taft-Hartley Act and
agree on wage negotiations.
8 * * Ed
NOT A JOKE — A cartoon in the New Republic
shows one girl telling another about her new boy
friend: “He’s & Repubhcan and I'm a Democrat, so
at least we . don’t; disagree politically"’

TRAVESTY — The Georgia  warden and four
guards who slaughtered eight Negroes in a prison
camp last July are being tried on the charge of
“violating the civil rights” of the victims.

. . i * x® *

SOUNDS - WORTHWHILE. — Briggs UAW Local
212 in Detroit has a weekly study class on Labor
Political Philosophies. It takes up such topics as
the - Utopians, Workingmen’s. Parties in the U. 8,
Chartism in Brltain Anarcinism and Syndicalism,
Money and Credit Philosophies, Marx and Engels
Socialism, Lenimsm

> * ® .

NE)\T'ATTACK‘-—— The U, S. Chamber of Com-
merée” has” opened a ‘drive 'to~geét Congress to kill
tlme and-a half pay for work in excess of 40 hours
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UN Is Given NAACP Petltlon
Protesting Negro Oppression

Organized Against LOngi Sk‘irts.‘

Organized in Los Angeles to fight against the long skirt style, the
United Skirts of America has grown rapidly since it began a ‘month ago.
Holdmg some of the letters from : .11 parts of - the country are President
Martha (;addis, Vi Strom of the CIO Los Angeies Newspaper Guild and

Collette Zertler.

Federated Pictures

Labor Needs Its Own
Porty, Says Trainor

BOSTON Oct. 28—Lawrence P. Trainor, candidate for

the Boston School Committee,

wound up his series’ of three

addresses over Station WHDH last night with a m111tant ap-
peal for the workers to break from the two. capxtahst parties

and establish ‘an independent#-

Labor Party of their own.
Not much interest in the Boston
elections 'is ‘being shown by the
voters. © In some: quarters’ this is
being explained by the -lack. of
“qualified” ‘or ‘‘coloriul” candldatesk

Trainor’'s speech last night 'showed’

the hollowness. of such - explaina-
tions by. giving the real reasons:

“There is a ‘new development on
the American -political “arena.” It
is an-understanding .on ‘the pait of
the: working peopie that the Dem-
ocratic and Republican Parties are
the. tools. .of Big Business. - The
American people have come 'to the
stage . where they: instinctively feel
polxtxcally frustrated

‘“We workmg people of this coun-
try are the only wor king class in the
world that hasnt its ewn powerful
party.

“We built our unions against the
employers’ for our own protection.
We don’t allow them in ouy unions.
Then ‘why should we beiong to their
political parties” Why should we
vote - for their candxdates and hire-
lings? . -

“There” are almost 16 million
trade unioni members in this coun-
try. ‘What a mighty force if these

" 16 ‘million" workers acted together!

And we have many allies—the small
business' man; the shopkeeper, the
working farmer, the white collar
worker, the professional reople and
the minority groups.

“We have our ‘unions to represent
us in the factory and on the job.
Why not have our own representa-
tives in the city, state and federal
governmental bodies? Why sheuldn't
we organize our independent Labor
Party and put into office our own
kind to represent us? That is the
question intelligent working men

L. P. TRAINOR

and women should ask themselves.

Not next year.

Not next week—but
right now . . . :

“Working people of Boston: Why
do I have the right to ask for your
support? I am a printer by trade;
a member of the 'Typographical
Union. All my political life I have
been a Socialist, a Trotskyist. As
a volunteer organizer I have. or-
ganized textile workers and auto
workers into their unions. The So-
cialist Workers Committee entered
me in this contest for School Com-
mittee because they believe that it
is about time that the workers of
Boston elected their own kind to
represent them—instead of ambi-
tious professional politicians and
political parasites.”

: NEW YORK, Oct. 29—A petition protesting the Jim
Crow oppression of Negroes in the United States was formally
presented to the United Nations here last Thursday by the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

The document, submitted by

Dr. W. E. B. DuBois, distin-
guished scholar and research direc-
tor of the NAACP, is a 155-page
booklet ‘drawn up under DuBois’
editorship and containing chapters
by him, Attorney Earl B. Dickerson
of Chicago, Milton R. Konvitz of
Cornell, University, W. Robert Ming
Jr. of the University of Chicago,
Leslie S. Perry of the NAACP
Washington Bureau and Dr. Ray-
ford W. Logan of Howard Univer-
sity.

B (] constitutes one of the most de-
vastating indictments of American
“democracy” written down in recent
years. Here collected in one plice,
so -that it can easily be studied by
those interested in learning the
true status of the American Negro,
is a full and detailed picture of how
14 million people have been and are
denied their rights as human beings
and as citizens.

Parts of the document are de-
voted to explaining why the prob-
lem of Negro oppression is import-
ant to and directly affects the UN,
and why the UN is empowered to
discuss and act sn it. These are
the least important parts, although
they too contain some useful ma-
terial. For example, Dr. DuBois il-
lustrates the magnitude of the prob-
lem by comparing the American
Negro population wifh the whole
population of .other countries:

HAS NO VOICE

““We number as many as the in-
habitants of - the Argentine or
Czéechoslovakia,” or the whole of
Scandinavie iricluding Sweden, Nor-
way  and’ Denmark.  We are very
nearly the size of Egypt, Rumania
and - Yugoslavia.- We are larger
than Canada, Saudi Arabia, Ethio-
pia,” Hungary or the Netherlands.
We-have twice as many persons as
Australia - or. Switzerland,. and more
than tile’ whole: Union of South
Africa.” We have more people than
Portugal or Peru; twice as many. as

| Greece and nearly as many as Tur-

key. We have more people by far

| than Belgium and half as many as

Sgain,”

Yet this great body of Americans
has virtually no voice in the govern-
inent of their own country, and no
voice nt all in the. United Nations.
The NAACP petition has been re-
ceived by the UN, but it is not at
all certain that its discussion will
‘ever be -permitted in the UN, al-
though it is quite certain that noth-
ing will ever be done about the mat-
ter by the UN even if a discussion
does take place. -

LEGAL RIGHTS DENIED

One chapter deals with the denial
of the Negro’s legal rights as de-
fined in the federal constitution.
It shows that this takes place in
four ways: 1. by state laws; 2. by
acts and conspiracies of private in-
dividuals (restrictive covenants and
job discrimination); 3. by mob vio-
lence, lynching, vigilante terror,
etc; 4. by state and federal court
decisions defining the constitution
so as to limit and restrict Negro
rights.

Another chapter demolishes the
claim that while Negroes are de-
prived of their rights, at least the
laws themselves are good. This

chapter deals with inequalities that
are legal and sanctioned by the

sourts * and legislatures It shows
;hat:

“Congress has refused to pass
‘aws to declare the poll tax illegal;
;0 make lynching more effectively
subject to federal law; to make: dis-
srimination in private employment
in interstate commerce a crime; to
Jefine and guarantee civil rights in
‘he District of Columbia, The Su-
areme Court has failed to ideclare
Jim Crowism in intrastate com-
merce unconstitutional; to outlaw
-egregation in schools as a denial of
iue process or equal protéction of
the laws; to outlaw the restrictive
sovenant in the sale or rental of
groperty; to declare the poll tax
an unconstitutional tax on a fed-
srally guaranteed right or privilege.

‘“The Supreme Court has placed
‘he Negro'at the mercy of the in-
dividual states; theyv alonz have the
power to define and guarantee civil
rights. The Negro is a citizen of
the United States, yet the thread
that ties him to the federal gov-
ernment, when it is a question of
protecting his life, liberty or prop-
erty, is so thin that the government
is compelled to admit its impo-
tence.” :

The legal status of the Negro is
(>moritrated in another chapter
to be “that of a minority whose
physical presence is tolerated and
whese rights receive lip-service, but
who rarely secures the protection
the Constitution and laws of the
United States guarantee to all with-
in its jurisdiction.”

CASTS A SHADOW

A section dealing with economic
and social discriminations concludes
that their combined impact ‘‘casts
a shadow over the Negro which ex-
tends from the maternity bed to a
premature grave.” And this:is fully
substauntiated by detailed data.on
education, emgloyment during -the’
depression, thé: war and today, the
differences in ‘wage scales, the
Llack belts, the role of the govein—
ment, and health.

The presentation of this material
to the UN helps to publicize the
Negro’s problems, and publicity is
both good and necessary. But it

| will bring no acticn by the UN

toward the solution of these. prob-
lems. Appealing to the UN and
expecting it to take corrective ac-
tion is like appealing to the Nazi
high command to stop the murder-
ous activities of its concentration
camp commanders. Just as the
American ruling class is an oppres-
sor of minority groups, so the UN
is an alliance of all the oppressors
on a world scale. The UN will do
no more to stop oppression of Amer-
ican Negroes than it has done to
stop oppression and slaughter of
the Indonesians and Indo-Chinese.

While the authors of the NAACP
petition fail to understand this fact,
just as they fail to understand
some of the facts about the Negro
question itself, their document de-
serves the careful study of all in-
terested in this problem. Because
of space limitations, its rich ma-
terial and documentation have been
barely and most inadequately sum-
marized here.

Red Baiting Probe
In Hollywood __
— See Page 2 —

FRANK A. BARBARIA

SAN FRANCISCH
—With only a we
election day,
Workers Party he
in high gear in its
bring in a strong vo !
lidate for Mayor, Frank A,
baria.

The three eontendmgm
candidates have .now. opened
“dirty’’ phase .of the campa
Having . exhausted their . 1
stock of - staall issues, they‘ till. he
air . with Chalg6o~ and

and Tred- baitmg Barba I
while has_ bécome .recoznizet
“labor and somahst” cand ate v)i

In reviewing the campaign SO far,
Barbaria stated: “Thé sponse to
our program -has béen #mdzihg. . In
practically every union or. organiza
tion to which I have spoken so’far,
thé idea of fighting :for “a.’cost-of-
living bonus, opening thé"books of
the corporations, -and- building. an
independent Labor Party; have bad
enthusiastic’ reception iy

SPEAKS TO UNIONS

The voters have had man
portunities to compare this pro
against those of .his  oppon:
Barbaria has- spoken at more
15 unions; AFL, CIO and. inde
ent, shoi,peis leagues, ¢ivic o el -
zations and public school. meetings
In every case where hg has. sps ken
in competition with the other ' :
didates, considerable mterest.
axhibited.

Barbaria is also usmg the
form of the Socialist Worker
ty. A series of:street corne
ings in the working class .Fi
area, plus a series of dogk
on the waterfront brings b
direct contact with hundre
workers. The campaign
wilhs a gala election soc1a1
3ocialist Workers Party Hall i 1'73
Fillmore St., on Nov. 1.

The campaign has opened’ other
avenues of propaganda. The San
Francisco News has requested and
heen supplied with a. 500 ° word
statement on Barparia’s program,

which will be printed in a specxal "

2lection -edition.,

FIGHT TO

By Robert Williams
SWP Candidate for State Senate
23rd Senatorial District, N. Y.

NEW YORK, Oct. 29—As
‘he campaign draws to a close,
it ‘'should. be clear to all work-
\ng class voters in the city that

Propertional ~ Representation
has become the most vital issue in
the 1947 elections. ‘

The direct inspiration of the an-
ti-PR forces comes from Wall
Street. * This is indicated by the
virtually  unanimous stand taken

.against PR by thenewspapers and

by the huge sums of money expend-
>d to whip up anti-PR sentiment.

Above .all Wall Street's hand is
revealed in the stand {nken against
PR by the Republican Party. The
GOP was obliged to subordinate its
party  interests — since Tammany
Hall will be the principal gainer
from the abolition of PR—to the
more important aims of its Wall
Street mnster.

SHIFT BURDEN

Wall Street is determined to re-
establish its bi-partisan dictator-
ship in City Hall. This'determin-
ation is sharpened by the desire to
shift the -load -of ‘New’ York’s  one
billion dollar budget onto the shoul-

‘1 capitalism!

SAVE P R

ders of the city’s low-paid working
class population.

As long as PR exists, even the
caritalist politicians in the City
Council must be extremely cautious
about raising the transit fares, or
passing a new sales tax, or refusing

an increase in wages to city em-

ployes. As long as PR exists, e
capitalist politicians must restrain
their anti-labor actions in fear of
the independent political action of
the trade unions which can sweep
them out of office. The aldermanic
system does not remove this dan-
ger entirely but it gives the eap-
italist politicians a much greater
feeling of security.

If the labor movement is not to-
day genuinely aroused to the sig-
nificance of PR the fault must be

How to Vote for
SWP in New York

To vote for Robert Williams,
Socialist- Workers Candidate for
State Senate in the 23rd . Sena-
torial - District, go to the polls
on Nov. 4 and pull the lever on
the bottom line of the ballot.

A vote for Robert Williams is
-a -vote  against Jim C"OW and

IS VITAL IN NEW YORK

laid directly at the door of the ALP,
the Liberal Inrty and the Stalinist
leaders. It was the strength of the
labor movement that forced the en-
actment of PR under the La-
Guardia administration.

But the leaders of the labor move-
ment never; used this strength, un-
der the opportumties provided by
PR, to establish a labor majority
in the City Council. On the con-
trary, they bartered labor’s interests
for a few seats.

The Democrats, and to a lesser
extent, the Republicans, made a
handsome profit out of these deals.
At a time when their influence was
waning, they were elected time and
again to the Council and to the
Mayor’s office by labor's votes.

Tammany Hall has been so
strengthened by these deals that
it now feels strong enough to dis-
card its alliances with the Ameri-
can Labor Party. Tomorrow it will
just as rudely dispense with the
Liberal® Party leaders who are try-
ing to crawl into the place formerly
occupied by the ALP.

The Democrats and Repubhcans
were right in believing that the la-
bor leaders were afraid to fight.
O'Dwyer used the police time and
again. as strikebreakers—but the

ALP and Liberal Party leaders con-

ROBERT WILLIAMS

tinued to support him.

O’Dwyer put over a separation of
referendum voting on PR and on
the transit increase. ‘This was a
transparent device to insure the de-
feat of PR and the abolition of the
five cents fare — one at a time.
There was no protest from the labor
leadérs—or the Stalinists.

Thus instaxd of the organized la-

bor movement: Now pleparmg to
fight for a, labor governmen in City
Hall in 1949, it must fig‘ht defenm
sively to protect its rlghts by re-
taining the system of PR.

AN OPENING WEDGE

This fight must be supported bv
every worker and by .the entire
Negro :population. A" defeat of PR
can mean the untrammeled domi- .
nation of the City Cguncil” “by. the

| Wall Street gang, the removal of all

labor and Negro representatives in
the city government. That will be
only the orening wedge for:fi 1
sales taxes, higher fare
cial discrimination and - palice :
tality and an increase of stril
breaking by the city §

The Somahst Workers - Pa

polls on- Nov. 4 and save
voting ‘‘No.”

But above all the Soclalist ‘Wos
3 Party raises the alarm. the, ia-
bm- movement wil remain
able to terrible attacks until; the
workers force.the union . leaders:to
quit their deals with the %prltallst
parties and begin the indepen

candidates.
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