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Except for John L. Lewis,

vention crumpled up like wet rags. They went to an extreme
of self-abasement by amending their own constitution so they
might sign “yellow dog” affidavits.

Murray and his lieutenants

the Stalinists supinely trailing along, sought to open the way
for the heads of affiliated unions to take “‘yellow dog” oaths.
Theirs was a “shamefaced” surrender.

These craven capitulators would have us believe that the
issue is “unimportant,” as AFL Teamsters Dictator Tobin
told the AFL convention. They even try to make a virtue
of their cowardice, as George Baldanzi did at the CIO Con-
vention by welcoming the oath as a “purity” affidavit.

These are subterfuges and lies. The “yellow dog” oaths
are one of the most deadly traps that Congress has devised

for the labor movement.

Would Dictate Beliefs

This feature of the Taft-Hartley Act in effect gives the
~ government of Wall Street and the NAM the legal power
to dictate the political beliefs of union members.

It deprives unions of all legal rights if they elect officers
who are or even were “communists” — a label that the govern-
ment can interpret to mean anycne who opposes any govern-
ment policy or is a militant labor fighter.

It establishes the principle

tate the selection of union leaders. Today, the Wall Street
government says who can’t be a union leader. Tomorrow,
the government will say who can be leaders. A capitalist dic-
tatorship will name and remove union - leaders. This is what
‘Lewis meant when he said the Taft-Hartley Act is “the first

ugiy, savage thrust of Fascism
" "This “yellow dog” oa

under the Taft-Hartley Act. .Others demand detailed informa-
tion about finances and internal business of the unions cov-
ering 23 separate points. These must be answered to the “satis-
faction” of the NLRB and Labor Czar Denham, under threat
of a ten-year prison sentence for ‘“‘any fraudulent statement

or misrepresentation.”

Longer Runaround

What do the unions get for this? The right to “use” the
NLRB! They can wade through red-tape procedure estimated
to take anywhere from five to ten years to win final “recog-
nition” for a union. If the union survives that long!

The AFL and CIO leaders crawling on their bellies before

llow-Dog
Oaths!

By the Editors

The “yellow dog” anti-communist oath has provided the
first important test of whether the top union leaders are going
to stand up and fight against the Taft-Hartley Slave Labor
law. They have failed that test miserably. .

the leaders at the AFL Con-

at the CIO Convention, with

-

that the government can dic-

in America.”
ly one affidavit requirement

/ the Taft-Hartley Act haven’t said the last word on the “yellow
dog” oaths. Lewis stood alone among the AFL Executive
Council members, but he spoke for millions who loathe the
sight of their leaders “kneeling in obeisance béfore this de-
testable and tyrannical statute.”

The CIO Rubber Workers, Electrical Workers and Mari-

time Union have rejected the “yellow dog” oaths. The auto
" union militants, supporting the Thomas-Addes-Leonard group,
have declared they will fight tooth and nail against this slave
cath at the UAW convention next month.

The forces of militant, progressive labor must be mo-
bilized for an all-out battle on every front against submission
to the “yellow dog” oath. They must call a halt to the lead-
erships’ spineless retreat before the Taft Act.
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AFL Organizer
Says Now Is Time

{For-Labor Party |

Answering those Who sdy " wow i€
not the time for a Labor Party,”
Sam Polleck, organizer of the .AFL
Amalghmated Meat Cutters’ and
Butcher Workmen, replies in the
Butcher Workman: '

“Shall we wait, politically impo-
tent and politically disarmed, unti
organized labor is bound and gag-
ged? Shall we wait until the un-
ions are cut to pieces, robbed o:
their treasures, persecuted in Wal
Street courts and hamstrung by
Wall Street laws?”’

And then Pollock quotes Patrick
Henry’s answer to faint-heartec
friends who sadd “now is not the
time” for the First American Revo-
lution:

“They tell us, sir, that we are
weak; unsable to cope with so for-
midable an adversary. But wher
shall we be stronger? Will it be
next week, or next year? Will il
be when we are totally disarmed.
and when a British guard shall bc
stationed in every house? Shall we¢
gather strength by irresolution anc
inaction? Shall we acquire the
means of effectual resistance by ly-
ing supinely on our backs and hug-
ging the delusive phantom of hope
antil our enemies shall have bound
us hand and foot?”

Factional Heat Grows Fierce
As Convention of UAW Nears

The contending Reuther and Thomas-Addes-Leonard factions are girding for one o
the most crucial conventions in the stormy history of the CIO United Auto Workers when

the UAW convenes in Atlantic City on Nov. 10.

The atmosphere inside the UAW is the most heated since the days of Homer Martin ir
1939, when the auto militants repelled his attempt to foist one-man distatorship over thei:

union and ousted him from the

UAW President Walter
Reuther, heading a reactionary
bloc of Social Democratic ele-
ments and the Association of
Catholic Trade Unionists, has casl
all restraint to the winds in 8
virulent red-baiting assault on the
‘UAW Executive Board majority lec
by Vice President R. J. Thomas
Secretary-Treasurer George Addes
and Vice - President Richard T.
Leonard.

The Reutherite - AUTU Dbloc is
making claims to a sweeping ma-
jority at the forthcoming conven-
tion on the basis of returns thus
far in local elections for delegates.
These claims range from a two-to-
one to a five-to-one majority.

Their opponents have also claim-

ed to be in the lead on the basis’

of eariy returus. On Oct. 16, the
UAW Commitcee for Progress and
Unity, name of the Thomas-Addes-
Leonard caucus, issued the election
results of 247 locals. They gave

.

union.

he Reutherites. These represent
nly a small fraction of the total
rote.

The key issue of the convention

's trade union democracy. The
Thomas-Addes-Leonard caucus cor-
-ectly charges that Reuther is driv-
ng to establish a one-man dicta-
torship over the UAW in order to
house-break and “discipline” the
militant UAW membership.
" They point to Reuther’s policies
‘n the General Motors Division,
which he heads, as an example of
what the whole UAW would be like
if Reuther gains undisputed control
with a hand-raising, subservient
Board to ‘“yes” his decrees.

Local grievance machinery in GM
plants is almost powerless. All au-
thority to act is concentrated and
centralized in Reuther’s hands.
Contract conditions in the GM set-
up are the worst of any major
auto corporation. Wages are below
those in Ford and Chrysler.

their faction 1,502 votes to 1,275 for:

At the last Executive Board meet-

ing the Thomas-Addes-Leonard ma-
jority took a firm stand agaihs!
complying with the “yellow dog’
oath prcvisions of the Taft-Hartle;
Act. Reuther’'s men urged submis-
sion. Reuther himself has kept ar
expedient silence on the issue. Bu
his chief lieutenants, like Emi
Mazey, publicly call for compliance
with the “yellow dog” affidavit:
procedure,

Red-baiting is the chief stock-in-
trade of the Reutherite-ACTU bloc
Reuther himself is closely .alignec
with other Social Democrats in the
labor movement like Dubinsky anc
Rieve, who stand in the forefron’
of labor. They are taking strengt
particularly from Wall Street’s im-
perialist war drive and anti-“red’
witch-hunt.

A number of UAW locals have
passed resolutions for a Labor Party
to be presented to the convention
Neither caucus, however, has gone
on record to support the Labos

N. Y.

Jnion:
For Escalato

By George

wTrades
ons Issue Demands

NEW: YORK, Oct. 25—The AFL Building aléd Construc-
‘ijon Trades Council of Greater New York has demanded a slid-
ng scale of Wages to protect its members from the rising

r Clause

Lavan

sost of living.

The demand for an escala-
or clause was the union’s
eply to the demand of the em-
sloyers and Mayor O’Dwyer for a
wage freeze in-the baiiding tradss
‘or- the next three years.

The escalator clause, it was un-
lerstood, would be pegged to the
nonthly cost-of-living index put
>ut by the Bureau or Labor Statis-
sics.  Any rise in the cost of living
would result in proportionate pay
increases above the base wage rates
agreed on when the contract would
e signed. These contract-fixed
’ase wage rates would be a floor
inder wages in the event that the
ost of living should drop during
the life of the contract.

The employers association has so
‘ar rejected the union’s proposal.
it praises the Mnyor's call for a
wage - freeze and states that the
mion sheuld simply take the ‘‘risk”
shat the cest of living will continue
‘0 soar. .

The uniocn is unwilling to gamble
o take ‘risks” with -the living
:tandards of over 100,000 families.
Jspecially is this true about a con-
ract to run till June, 1950. The
mnion demanded that in the con-
rict,“provision be made for any

YThe escalator clause is its proposal

for providing its members with se-
curity against soaring prices .

Negotiations continue. Although
the employers have rejected the es-
calator clause, it is understood that
the union has not withdrawn this
demand .

While opposed to an escalator
clause to protect the workers' liv-
ing standards, the employers want
an ‘“escalator” clause to speed-up
their employes in proportion to
v.ige increases.

One of their counter-proposals is
that the union ‘take steps to pro-
vide for an increase in the prroduc-
tion of work of its members for the
purpose of overcoming, wherever
possible, the increase in costs. cre-
ated by the increase in hourly wage
rates.”

A method of accomplishing this
speed-up, the employers said, was
by banning the custom of workers
-sending out for colfee during work-
ing hours.

The demand of the N. Y. Build-
ing and Construction Trades Coun-
cil points out once again that the
only effective protection workers
have against rising prices is a slid-
ing scale of wages or cost-of-living

. “friends” before election.

By Art

On the progressive side, the
action organization, Labor’s®
Education and Political
League, to meet “the need for

sound political education jand
cffective political action by organ-
ized labor.”

Immediately thereafter, however,
the AFL leaders disclosed the fun-
damental bankruptcy of their pol-
icy by rejecting a demand for la-
bor to run its own candidates and
build a Labor Party. They Te-
affirmed. their moth-eaten formula
of “reward your friends and pun-
ish your enemies’—meaning cen-
tinued support of Democrats and
Republicans who parade as labor’s

The establishment, of the Political
League for the first time projects
the AFL formally and organization-
ally into the political arena. Pre-
viously the AFL leaders had  at-
tacked - the CIO Political = Action
Committee for going beyond ‘‘pure
and simple tra.le unionism.”

Now, by its convention decision,
the AFI, recognizes political action
as a vital function of the trade
unions.

But there is still a wide gap be-
tween this position and the need
for genuine independent labor poli-
tical action. The AFL leaders nt
the convention placed obstacles
across the path to this goal

John L. Lewis, who scathingly
denounced the other AFL leaders
on the “yellow-dog’ oaths, correct-
ly said that the “Slave Labor Law”’
was bought and paid for by cam-
paign contributions from the in-
dustrial and business interests . . .
and the Republican party and the

emocratic minority - (in Congress)
made good by forging these legisla-
tive shackles.”” But Lewis offered
no political answer different from
that of Green, Tobin, Frey or
Meany.

The political bankruptcy of the
AFL, leaders was spotlighted when
the convention was presented with
a real political answer to labor’s
proklems—the resolution of the
Santa Cruz, Cal, AFL proposing
that the AFL “nationally and lo-
cally enter in the building of a po-
litical party by and for labor.”

First the Committee on Resolu-
tions, headed by Matthew Woll,
tried to keep the resolution off the
convention {loor. But Delegate
Bollman, of Santa Cruz, deter-
minedly forced President Green to
' permit the reading of the resolu-
tion.

Bollman demolished the argu-
ments against building a ‘' Labor
Party.’ He concluded: ‘‘Labor needs
a new Declaration of Independence
from boss parties. A sound pro-

bnormal rise in the cost of living.”

bonus.

Fail to Offer
Labor's Own C

t1AFL Sets Up Own
Version of PAC

The political action decisions of the AFL convention were
two-sided—revealing both progressive and backward features.

lay the basis for éenuing unity of

| League as an arena where they can

Preis

AFL set up a national political

all labor. Let’s begin building a
Lakor Party now!”

Quickly the AFL upper-crusters
moved to bury the resolution. Car-]
penters President Hutcheson moved
that the resclution be “dealt with
separately.” When this passed,
Woll claimed this “eliminated and
expunged’’ the resolution. Then it
was ‘‘tabled,” without debate.

The AFL. leaders may ‘“‘expunge”
and “table”- progressive resolutions.
But they can’t ‘“expunge” the need
for a Labor Party. The AFL mem-
bership will utilize -the Political

fight for a correct policy of run-
ning their own candidates and
building their own party.

i

| Political Action *Committee (P4

l

JOHN L. LEWIS
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By Farrell Dobbs
BOSTON, Oct. 17

Political action was th
key issue before the CI
convention which wa
concluded here today
Every discussion, every pro
lem brought this issue to t!
fore. .
The convention adopted se
eral important political d
cisions. o
It appealed to the AFIL, Railr
Brotherhoods and independet
unions %o join with the CIO in
united political Yattle against
Taft-Hartley Slave Labor Law
its Congressional backers. '
It voted to throw. the ful
sources of the CIO behind a.

campaign to get all workers to reg:
ister and vote against supporters. of
the ‘Taft-Hartley. Act.
Every CIO™ member and
pathizer was called on to con
ute at least one dollar for-F
campaign fund in 1948. ;
But the convention stopped shor
at the most vital point. It failed
declare a clean break from the.
Big Business parties, Demo
and Republican. It failed to
PAC with the weapon of indepen
ent labor candidates. T
The CIO leaders’ position on thi
central aspect of PAC policy W
summed up by National PAC-C
Director Jack Kroll when h
that a labor party is “definif
out.” e
- Convention discussion on eve
(Continued oin Page 2)

Truman Pie—1
For the Price of

By Jeff Thorne

One-crust pies at two-crust prices, \ ;
three-layer prices, and another extra cent for a loaf of b

went into effect this week.

That’'s how the
“Eat-Less” ‘Plan gives the
bread trust a new price-gouge

of at least 150 million dollars
a year, under the pretext of “sav-
ing wheat ta feed starving Edrope.”
Profiteers pocket what the workers

“save.” It's as simple as Truman
Pie.
The one-crust, two-layer tech-

nique of boosting pastry prices was
worked out by Truman’s ‘“‘Citizens”
Fcod Committee and the bread
barons in conference last week.

gram in labor’'s interests can well

They also considered reducing the

The Oct. 19 elections in France
evealed an extremely ominous de-
elopment in French politics — the
nushroom growth of the dictatorial
novement headed by de Gaulle.
“he reactionary French general who
s set out to duplicate the role
£ Hitler in France is now in posi-
ion to make a streong bid for power.

De Gaulle’s success in rallying
he most reactionary forces in
rance and attracting votes from
he inflation-haunted middle class
1as encouraged reaction in Europe
nd throughout the world. Here in
\merica all the red-baiters, the
icious politicel hatchet-men who
Ao"Qe to smash the labor movement,
wail. de Gaulle’s rise and from his
wdvance draw fresh encouragement
n their own.anti-union drive.

Thué the development of the po-

Party demand.

itical trends in France are of direct

oy

DVANCE OF FRENCH REACTION

concern to every worker in Amer-
ica.

De Gaulle’s showing in the French
elections is one of the fruits of the
Truman administration’s foreign
policy. It is poisonous fruit — not
only for French labor but for labor
in America.

Announcement c¢f the Truman
Doctrine switched on the green light
for de Gaulle and his kind. The
Marshall Plan was designed to
stabilize and strengthen the forces
backing such would-be dictators.
‘Wall Street’s entire propaganda ma-
chine was geared to popularize and
encourage these sinister figures and
to smear the working class opposi-
tion to their rise.

Billions of dollars from the U. S.
Public Treasury have been dumped
inte Europe to strengthen and for-
tify reaction and pave the way for
precisely such repressive regimes as

de Gaulle has taken for his goal
Wall Street is trying to repeat in
the Europe of today what it di¢
in Europe following World War I—
provide a fertile breeding ground
for. military - police. dictatorships
for Mussolinis and Hitlers. It is
trying to duplicate in France what
has already been done in Greece.
The course of French politics is
thus an object lesson and a warning
to American workers. Washington’s
backing of de Gaulle abroad is par-
alleled by its vicious anti-labor of-
fensive at home. These are the two
sides of the Truman Doctrine, whose
aim of securing world domination
for Wall Street cannot be achieved
without first destroying the power
of labor both abread and at home.
In France Washington hopes to
crush the French workers through
de Gaulle; at home identical aims
are being pursued through such

measures as the Taft-Hartley Law,
reactionary legislation in one state
after another, the red-baiting cam-
paign designed to weaken the union
internally, and so on.

Directly responsible for the mount-
ing fastist threat in France are the
Socialists and Stalinists. Instead of

‘| guiding the masses to socialism,

these parties blocked the way.

Like their French counterparts in
France, the official labor leaders in
this country do their utmost teo
block the working class from tak-
ing the meost effective measures
against the offensive of reaction.
In the U. S. this means today —
blocking the workers from taking
the road of independent political
action, the cnly effective way of
fighting the Taft-Hartley Law. The
payoff in America can be an omi-
nous strengthening ¢f reaction such
as we see today in France,

Trumant

cize of Dbread - loaves. Butb
would require smaller pans
other ncw equipment. Besides mo:
communities have laws fizihg
minimum weight of bread.

So they fell back on the di

already double 1939 prices, 3
change or short. weight — it's - &
same swindle,

Of ecourse the rich, the upp
crusters, will never miss the t
crust of pie nor nolice the extra
cent on bread. .They eat well nll
the time, herc or in Europe. B
for you and me, it's Truman B
meatless Tuesdays, pounliryleis-¢
less Thursdays—and still h
prices. That's the real me
“waste less—cat 1

The latest price’ gouge
posed to “gave’ 10,500,000 -
of wheat a year—-a tidy th
for the bread trust. They'll u
$3.10-a-bushel wheat and grab ali-
other extra cent on every leaf.

ca

We might stomach some of
“crust” if the grain we ¥
would ever feed our hungry bre
workers abroad. PBut if will
alorg with guns, planes. and
Jhips, only to prop uj} o
dictatorships and fo erus
brethers who rcvolt aaging
tion and repression. ;

To help advance its own 'in
alist program and support re
abroad, American Big Business
bles away at our pie crusts, our «
layers and our bread loaves,




‘BOSTON, Oct. 19—All decisions
ive lmal\l in preparing the 9th
Lnanimous.
{rom

‘lBCOIFlanlQ 1011S

i$" ohly superficial;

Cuanily

bitter

s of Stalinism

ve antl Stahmst
on and ex.penence

By Farrell Dobbs

. his opening address, President Mur-
ay stressed tna( there is unity within the CIO. All
the Resolutions Committee
d by the entire committee.
on ail major issues were unanimous.
" ’rrt the (onvontlon debates made

decisions were only unstable compromises; and
internal conflict, already raging in
th unions is almost but not quite ready

6 ol‘ these anti-Stalinists were militant workers
H-out fight agamst the Wall Street

£ 1‘)che gougers, wage-cutters and speed-
.Ahey. hate the Stalinists because of their
cord of treachery and betrayal of the workers.
at the forefront of the anti-Stalinist wing
iard core of vicious red-baiters.
Stalinists but also to union

by the CIO Ex-
Convention were

Convention

; bach.
it clear that kil
that the unanimous fight.

music.
as a prolonged
of klieg lights.

They are op-

delegates lacked

ernment, press, pulpit and radio.
" derstand that their reason for hating the_ Stahmsts
was entirely different than that of the red- ﬂt
Therefore they were drawn into the orbit of !
baiters with whoni, they have nothlng in O
The red-baiters Yelt they had the conventlon W1th
them. They were egged on by guest speakers [lrch-
bishep Cushing and - Secretary of Labor Schwullen-,
They tasted blood and were hungry for: the
But Murray was not ready for the show-dow

They ch'd not un-

On the second day of the convention, a Stahmst
distributing the Daily Worker . out51de the conventlon
hotel was. beaten up. The next day Munray told the
convention, “It is altogether reprehensible for rlele—
gates representing the CIO ' affiliates to
with the sale of a newspaper outside this bulldmg

. Stop it and stop it now.”

Red-Baiters In Action

The big push of the red-baiters came on the day :
Secretary of State Marshall addressed the conve
This time Murray took a cautlous hand. - The stage
was set for a patriotic whoop-tee- do

A navy band was present,
Marshall appeared with an entourage of brass
hats and Boston big shots.
round. of handshakmg ahd back-
slapping took place on the platform under 'the glare

mterfere

Newsreel i leamer as chcked

4

Marshall warned’ the convention aga.lnst “enemies
of democracy” who try ‘to “undermme the conﬁdencev
of the labor element in the stability ol-‘ our mstltu-
tions and the soundness of our traditions.”

1on. g

ﬂlarlng out: m111ta1y‘

Theyp were in-
by the red-baiting propaganda of the gov-

Then the resolution on foreign policy yvas intrg-
duced. Van A. Bittner, chairman of' the Résolutions

cr1t1c1z1ng my government,

4 ,1ts defen e,
. George Baldanm of the fextile Workers Union
followed wvth an 1nd1gnant protest against. people
who cast “aspersrons against International Unions be-
cause they see fit to sign the purity affadavits of the

/Tait-Hartley Law.” Purity affidav

PlOOf Burbon” label on a bottle of

i pres1dent of the United Auto
pomtecl to the Stahrnst cycle betw
~They shout the same slogan,
"said

now they direct it at Truman.

did those against Roosevelt.

) ‘md between 1940 and 1947

ers and advocatmg the speed-up.
ing the same thmg

‘declares,
a.single. national allegiance .. . .”

to the CIO.
Behavior of Stalinists

‘selves in a cowardly manner. Th

name for the yellow-dog oath—Ilike pasting a “100-

.Next up for the red-baiters was Walter Reuther,
Workers.

‘war
“that in 1940 was directed at Roosevelt,” and

that he resents such charges against Truman as he
What Reuther failed to mention was that for a
At that time they were suppoxtmg

,p,ledge, actmg as outright strikebreak-

- In summlng up, the discussion, Murray referred to
the preamble of the forelgn policy resolution which
“The CIO is an American institution with

policy, Murray said, :'that every member must sub-
seribe to the declaration in this preamble to be loyal

The Stalinists, for their part, conducted them-

; c ! ®
C;mmlttee told the convention, “I am not going to
t nd for those who are not Americans in some other

without rising in
t’or Wallace

it is a pretty slick
Act.
wood alcohol.

Reuther
een 1940 and 1947.
mongerer’,” he
He made it plain
branch.

But it is not
he got along with

Reuther was do-

It is a matter of | as a whole. ~

member'

ey pleaded for the

passage of  the forexg_n policy resolution as wrltten
All they drd on the p htxcal action resolution was “to
make a1 feeble attirek on Truman and beat their gums
But mqst,contemptlble of all was their
vleldlng to the red- balters on the question of the
Taft-Hartlev “yellow- dog” oath.

They voted for
dliate make its own decision about signing the.in-
‘famous affidavits required under tlie. Taft-Hariley
Thus the Stalinists helped the CIO officiallom
prepare the ground for a craven capitulation "to this
long step toward
regulation on the unions.
face of the class enemy.

It is good that the Stalinists are losmg ground m
the txade unions. For they are an’ evil, permcrous,
treacherous tendency in the labor movement
must be cleaned out of the movement

red-baiters should rid the unions of, the Stalinists.
For they would then proceed to & W1de spread attaek
on militant workers everywhere in the, movement'
That would only give Wall Street’s pohtrcal tools m
Washmgton a pretext to shove their dirty snou-ts
deeper into trade umon internal affairs. v
only help pave the way for atta cks. on. the umons
themselves and upon the civil hbeltles of the people

No support to the red-baiters!
government attack upon the rights of a single union

The Augean stables of Stalinism must be cleaned

out by the workers themselves.
trusted to no cne else.

the proposal that each CIO af-

imposing *fascist-like government
That.is desertion in th(.

They‘
root.-and

good that the govemment and the

It w

No support to any

The JOh can be en-

t.” The

the CIO just concluded
' These decisions briefly

:To fight for repeal of the Taft-
‘Slave Labor Act. But the
(O officials sought to pave the
ay.at-the convention for cowardly
pitulation on the “yellow dog”
th by leaving to each affiliated
m ’th‘ decision whetlier to sign
Lh
'lo erganize ‘one millien PAC
k. workers for the mobilization
sixty miliien vetes in 1948. Na-
12l C10 - PAC  Director Kroll
ed the firing pin out of this
rful weapen with the state-
that A third party is defi-
Iy cut.”
convention firmly opposed
muilitary  conscription;
ed lor universal disarmament;
m: nded direct representation
d labor in Unitéd Na-
Shlpment of food
ries was approved,
‘ox ded it is not used “to coerce
e,eoples The convention call-
ithe government to open the
- to the oppressed Jews of

NEFICANT DEMANDS
“An immediate session of Con-
s$rwas demanded to restore price
antyol;  rvation food, clothing and
her necessities; jail the price-
_extend federal rent con-
| the 157 rent increase;
“a large-scale low-rent
program; tax the profit-
;j.and reduce taxes upon the
inceme groups.

The convention demanded that
nt revoke its infamous
” ana® cease its perse-
1 of  goverumort

ct strong anti-lynch legislation;
2 anti-Semitisin and al! oiher
cial aets a crime; and out-
all . fo“’rs o; soglegatwn e~
of xace ¢r celor.

1 of a” CIO committee
to. defend John. Santo,
oi* o ml of“ the Transport Work-
T n, who has been hauled up
on charges by the gov-
_Enactment of laws pro-
g.aliens long resident in the
States was called for.
OThe cohvention supported the
1. démand for
1 foreces;
og ‘and reform’ of the .un-
court-martial system, '
sl(lent‘ ‘Murray and Secretary-
: Jmnes B. Carey were re-
opposition. R, J.
of the United Auto Work-
clined nomiration for re-

rmmlaves

aced bv O A. r(nlght of

ind - Fil
rface at C IO

“«'BOQ’“ON Oct. 17 — A hurricane of mass action is gath- .
oring.in the Caribbean.of American social and economic con-f
ansry, brooding discontent of the workers repeat-
Hy -forced its way to the surface in the major policy de-

e

‘content Breaks
~~onvent|on

OF Red-Bailers

gions of the 9th Convention#

unity,

rajding;

vne Oil Workers TUnion.
mainder of the nine Vice-Presidents
were re-elected without opposition.

The May 1947 proposals to the
AFL by the CIO Labor Unity Com-
mittee were endorsed by the con-
vention. These proposals embodied
two basic points: explore organic
looking toward eliminating
jurisdictional disputes and cross-
and recognition of the

The re-
: ba1t1ng hoodlums

“disgraceful” action.

The GangsterMletheds

When two Dally Worker dis- |
tributors were beaten up by red-
outside the
CIO Convention in Boston, Ph111p
Murray issued a sharp warnmg:
against any repetition ‘of such a |

George Morris, Trotskyist-bait- -
J&r of the Stalinist Daily Worker,
on Dct 17 wrote about the inci-
“dent under a headline calling the

democratization of
abolition of caste

cratic trade union principles.”

The AFL had quickly rejected
these proposals and countered with
a demand for organic unity within

- der its existing policies. The con-
vention approved the position of
the CIO Labor Unity Committee
without tiscussion.

i On the first day of the conven-
tion Murray proposed joint political
action by the CIO and AFL in an
open letter to William Green, AFL
Jpresident.. Green promptly rejected
the proposal, repeating the AFL
demand for organic unity as a pre-
requisite for AFL-CIO cooperation.
Murray predicted that AFL workers
will cooperaté with the CIO rank
angd file in spite of Green and the
.AFL Executive Council.

Murray announced that he had
ordered the editors of the CIQ News
to use the paper politically despite
the prohibitions of the Taft-Hart-
ley Act. The convention greeted
the announcement with a tremen-
dous burst of applause.

TYPICAL DOUBLE-TALK

Typical of the Stalinist double-
talk on the vital issue of independ-
ent political action was the speec
by Michael J. Quill, head of the
Transport Workers Union. Quill
sarg hymns of praise to Henry
Wallace and called on Truman to
think like Senator Pepper. In his
speech’ to the sconvention Pepper
had called for a “healthy, demo-
cratic New Deal capitalism.”

With top officers of CIO and the
International Unions hogging the
floor, not a single speaker gave
recoghition to the rising sentiment
in the CFO to break with the Re-
publicans and Democrats and run
independent PAC candidates.

The gutless leaders of three CYO
‘unions had already crawled meek-
Iy into the Taft-Hartley sheep pen
before the convention opened. They
pretend to represent the textile
warkers, (shipbuilding workers and
brewery workers,

Murray said he has “personal
convictions” against submitting to
the “yellow dog” oath. He added,

would decile the policy of

principle of industrial unionism, to- |
gether with “certain specific demo- |

the framework of the AFL and un- |/

slugging a “Disgrace to CIO Con-
vention.”

.. We agree. It was ds big a dis- :
‘érdce as the physical assailts 4
:Cemmunist Party goons have
made on scores of Militant dis-

i trlbutors including several work- |
‘ers outside meetings of the CIO
~National Maritime Union in New |
York.

1" Bteelworkers Umon of whlch he is
"President.

Walter Reuther of the UAW and
George Baldanzi of the Tex le
Workers proclaimed their full sup-
port ‘to” the Marshall Plan desplte
the stlpulatwn in the foreign pohcy
resolution that food sent abroad
should not be used “to coerce free

peoples”. Murray added that he
personally favors the “Marshall
idea.”

The convention advocated a “vlg-
orous collective bargammg ‘pro-
gram” to increase real wages, ob-

-tain a guar anteed annual wage and

shorten hours with no cut in pay.
This statement reflects no change
in the CIO leadership’s past . wage
policy; nor does it give any recog-
nition to mounting demands .among
CIO unions for cost-of- hvmg bonus-
es to offset skyrocketing prices.

ELOQUENT SPEECH

The best speech of the whole con-
vention was made by Mirandi Smith
of the Tobacco Workers Union. She
was eloquent in her simple, straight-
forward language, and p'owerful

“I work in Winston Salem, Nmth
Carolina,” she began. “I live where
men are lynched, and the Deople
that lynch them are still free. One
of the things in the Constltutmn of
the United States is a guarantee to
a human being, regardless of, h,ls
race, creed or color, of fleedom
from fear.

“Too long have the Negro people'
of the South and other wmkels in
America heard a lot of words.” So
spoke this young Negro trlbune of
her oppressed people. “Too lorlg
have the workers in the South
stopped and looked to Congress for
protection.

“We no longer look to the goveln-
ment in Washmgton for protectmn
It has failed. Todav we are look-

to’ & CIO Vice-Presidency. | however, that the Executive Board [ing for an organization that says
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the | they are organized to fxght for the

,freedcm qf all men 1egardless of
race, qree({ or color And that is
the CIO. Youn have got to get up
and do somethmg in action.”

When she began to speak the
convention Was in a state of con-
fu51on Jaded by endless, barren
speeches from the platform, the
delegates were reading papers,
carrying on miniature conventions
at the -delegate tables, laughing,
joking,”playing pranks on one an-
other, walking in and out of the
hall, or just sitting,in a helpless
trance of complete boredom.

In a matter of minutes Mirandi
Smith  injected the adrenalin of
fire, anger faith, hope and firm
determination into  the failing life
|stream  of the conyention. Soon
there was, nelther sound nor mo-
tion, except at the floor microphone
where Mirandi stood.” Here was the
exhilarating power of simple hon-
esty and 1ighteous wrath. Here was
the true voxce of enraged America.
The conventxon listened.

John L. Yancey of the United
Transport Service Employees told
a reveahng story of trickery by the
brass hats_in. the1r gfforts to force
through perpetual military conscrip-
tion. Yancey had visited the Fort
Knox “peacetlme military experi-
mental unit” ag a member of the
CIO Committee of Observation.

After the visit he sent the com-
manding officer a letter of appre-
ciation for the courtesies shown
him, The brass hafs, Yancey re-
ported, attempted to use this letter

Philip. Murray

(left), grees. the chief diplomat of American im-
periglism, Secre,ta,rv of .State. Marshall at the CIQ,
ton last week. The former, Army. Chief ] hall.

to use the Cl1O's platform to propagan”ﬁm& for his p]an‘ to bolster capx—
tallst reactmn in Europe and to m,oblhze CIio uuppmt for Wall Street‘
war preparatlons against the Sovret Umon ‘

Murray Greets Militarist

Conven%tlon n

to show that he had endorsed peace
time conscription.

Yancey also reported that he told
the commanding general the sol-
diers should have grievance com-
mittees like wunion workers have.

The general talkmg like any boss
man, veplied that hlS door was
always open to any sold1e1 thh a

.The 9th CIO Convention was at-
tennded by 604 delegates,
ing 41 international
local unions
CIQ, 36 state and 231 city industrial
union councils.
Delegations
larger unions were UAW 27, Steel-
workers 27, UE 18, Textrle 14, Amal-
amated Clothmg Wonkers 12, Rub-
ber 11, Paclqng 9, NMU, Oil Ship-
building, Retail and Wholesale each
8.

Murray reported the . total CIO
membersmp to be a little over six

Amo,ng the _most ovelworked ad-
jectives used by the officials to laud
wiurray, and

like,” and “eminent citizen,” in that

Van A. Bittner,
CIO Southern drive, reported that
over 300,000 workers in the South
have been organized into the CIO

represent-
unions, 396
directly affiliated to

representing the

L

one
“masterly,”

another, were
“‘statesman-

porters
present.

ey e Sl

director of the

address it.

press coverage in CIO hls,tpry.
times there were as many as. N5 re-

and press photographels

and:with a snappy- Salute; presented
ihe flag to Junipr,. :

When young Roosevelt hatrl: fin-
ished addressing ; ) «
Murray, beaming like light “had ‘fust
‘fallen c¢nto political chaos,:said to
the delegates, “Well,,
ladies and gentlemen, g chip off
the old block.”

Junior got a hig ha”xd
for lus old man.

-there e - is,

'It'ﬁ* was

IR

This convention had the slargest

At

Joseph Salerno, pres:dent of the
‘Massachusetts' CIO, had:.the_ job of
warming up the first :morning - of:
the convention and introduecing va-
rious state dignitaries who were to
Sensing what. the. dele-
gates were burned up .. about,

he

in something over a year.
* * * ;

Allen 8. Haywood, CIO director
of organization, reported that dele-
gates, representing 51,000 telephone
workers were present at the con-
vention,

* * *

_As the convention wearily en-
dured the long parade
speakers a steelworker delegate re-
marked, “The more 1mportant these
guys are, the closer they come to
getting here on time.”

Speakers who hope to 1mpress
worker audlences should engrave
that remark in their minds.

P

Franklin D, Roosevelt Jr.
On the platform stood a replica

ory of the late president the new
childrens’ wing of the Georgetown
Memorial Hospital in Washington,

the CIO. .
" The. replica was covered by an

of guest |

Murray put on quite a show for‘

of a plaque dedicating to the mem-’

D. C. which is being sponsored by

lashed out at the Taft- Hax:tley Act,
declaring, “There are more crooks

. movement of

Boston (‘hambel of Commerce-—-
from State Street. :

Following Kelleher’s. emlqaxrassed
remarks to the conventron Gover-
nor Bradford spoke. He s 53

far as I know M1ke K

own i
“caught,” the delegates
rolled in the aisles, mu“

* Ed

An important
unions, the United
ers and Industrial Union
and. Shipbuilding Worker

grievance and he saw no need for
them to have a eommlttee

(Continued from Page 1)

maJor pr oblem facing American
labor led strarght to the one answer

—political action.
_ Little wonder then that so many
olelegates nodded agreement when
Kroll said the convention must
ask why the CIO has not dupli-
cated in the field of politics its suc-
cess at economic orgamzatxon

“The simple truth is,” Kroll as-
serted, “that the American labor
movement as we know it cannot
long ‘exist—let alone advance—un-
less it devotes itself to winning po-
litical battles with the same zeal it
gives to economic battles.”

“Kro,ll stated another elementary
truth when he said: “Unless we
build a political organization....we
will be going into battle without a
weapon.”

Still steering a true course, Kroll
continued, ‘“We must have active
(PAC) workers in the blocks where

‘| they hve

“No pohtlcal committee,” he cor-
rectly “added, “can function without
maoney. ... A worker who contributes
(PAC dollars) is a worker who un-
derstands that a polltlcal organiza-
t_xon_1s as vital to his welfare as his
unjon.” o

Kroll next came to the vital ques-
tion of political policy. Here he soon
lost ,his bearings completely.

PAC, he said, must find “forth-
right, upstanding, fighting progres-
sives,” not “small, ambitious, men

who eagerly count the labor vote
befme election and forget it on ar-
rlval on Capltol Hill.”

Very good’ But where will these
excellent candldates be found?
Kroll dldn’t offer any clues. He
merely sald PAC must look for such
€3

‘ conventlon speech Kroll - said,

(10 Launches Big PAC
In Preparation for "48

third party is definitely out.” So

where they have always been,
scratching around among the Dem-
ocrats and Republicans, like chick-
ens in a stone quarry, trying to find
a ‘“fighting progressive.”

But wait! Maybe there is some-
thing new in PAC policy. Kroll ad-
vised PAC in selecting candidates to
look for “the type of man who will
probably tell you he doesn't like
politics, who will have to be coaxed
into making the race.”

That description just doesp’t fit a
single Democrat or Republican in
office today. Everyone knows that
when a capitalist politician says he

is merely playing coy in order to
improve his chances for election.
What Kroll means then is
the CIO offlclals can’t find very
many wcandidates whqm they think
the workers might stomach among
the current crop of Democrats and
Republicans. The roll call on the
Taft-Hartley Act helps explain why.
And the recent-PAC fiasco in Al-

the workers out to. vote for a
Democrat, helps explain. their pres-
ent czaution in pickln‘g candidates.

The CIO officials feel the need to
produce a new crop of candidates.
But Kroll made it clear that they
still will not look beyond the Demo-
crats and Republicans.

Actually, the only place PAC will
find “fighting progressives” is in the
CIO and the rest of the labor
movement. Labor’s ranks alone can
supply the type of candidate “who
will probably tell you that he
doesn’t like politics, who will have
to be coaxed to make the race.”

publicans, this type of candidate
will be as true to labor in public
office as he has been on the p1cket
line.

Moreover, these men and women
of the labor movement should be
i run as independent PAC cand dates’

“A | publican pohtxmans who will fight | under jet propulsion,

that leaves Kroll and Murray right.

ldoesn’t want to run for office he

that

lentown, where they failed to get!

And, unlike the Democrats and Re-

Elections
labor every time Wall Street puts |
the screws on them.

The CIO conventlon just con-
cluded here fa,lled to make thls v1tal
correetron in OffICIal PAC policy.’
But that is not surprlsmg bécause,
by and large conventmns can only
conflrm and record what has be-
come the reahty in the day to day
life and activity of an orgamzatlon

Independent pohtlcal action is not
yet a substantlal reallty in the cio.
The movement to nommate mde-
pendent labor candldates has only‘
just begun to gathel momentum :

Labor in Cleveland, Dayton Oak-
land, Youngstown and a few other
cities has run local campalgns to
elect 1ndependent labor cand1dates
to public office. The workers have

| responded to these campaigns,. It i
was unngcessary to hammer at them |

—like Murray, Kroll, Reuther Quill,

Potash and the rest did here at||

fmanc1al ald
support at the

Boston—demandmg
registration and
polls.

Seelng a - chance m these . lnde—
pendent labor campalgns to vote for
candidates they trusted, the work-
ers responded generously with fi-

nancial support, fhey worked like |,
beavers in the campalgn they reg-’

istered and they voted.

Nobody in these campalgns had ;
to nag and plead and whine and
beg. for support to union pohtlcal ]
action, as has been don° here at

Boston for the last flve days

The task .now cqnfrontmg the
ClO m,emherslup
running independent P%C candi-

dates in the wards, cities, counties,|
states, | |

Congressional  districts,
wherever possnble

Create the reality of mdepend- ;
.jent worl«;mg class pohtlcal action. gn |}
Keep |

the. broadest posgible scale.
at it.

Miss no opportunities for ac-
tion. :

In this way the ground can: best
he prepared to correet PAC po}rcy |

nfficiallv and nationally at the next
CIQO convention.

When that has been achleved the '
s iThey should not be used to deco- | movement for a national 1ndepepd- )
At a press conference after his, rate slates of Democratic or Re-|ent labar party will speed ahead

is to move toward :

American flag.
geants in dress uniform, with plenty
of hash marks on their sleeves and
service ribbons and battle stars on
their breasts, stood rigidly at at-
tention on either side of the flag.

Three army ser-
non-operatlng

' The railroad union, who
lective bargaining .contra
the Pennsylvania RR,.
ﬁllate with the IUMSW

the CIO’s year- old orgam ati

Our Prog'ra‘m:
1 Det‘end labor's standard of living!

A sliding scale of wages < an escalator wage clause in 3" uhion
contracts to provide -automatic ‘wage mcreases to ﬁ’llai"’ﬂ\e

rising cost of livingl ¢ " il oy s

Organize mass consumers commiHes Tor |ndependen+ action ayam‘l'

profiteering and price-gougingl ..

Exproprla\‘e the food trusts! Operate them under workers. contml! -

2. Full employment and job security for al' workers

and veterans!
For the b-hour day, 30-hour week!
tne hours of work with no reduction in _Pay to preveny l»ayoﬂl

and unemployment!

Government operahon of all idle plants under workers epn‘holl
\Unemployment insurance equal to trade union wages for worke‘s a
veterans durmg the entire period of anemplo;menﬂ

l:»reakmg| .
No restrictions on the right to strike and picket!
No injunctions! No compulsory arbitrationl

4. Build an independent labor party)
5. Tax the rich, not the poor!

Repeal. the pqyroll tax! No sales taxes!

No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!
6. An 18 billion dollar appropriation for governmenf

low-rent housing!

7. Full equality for Negroes and national mmonhesl
End Jim Crow!

End anti-Semitism!

8.For a veterans' organization sponsored . by iﬂta
trade unions!

9. A working class answer to capitalist mlll’r rism

and war. £
Take the war-making powers eway from Congress!

vote on the question of war or peace!

Against capitalis? conscription!

Abolish the officer caste system!

Full .democratic rights in the armed forcesl
Trade Union wages for the armed forces! :
Mnhtary training of workers, fmanced by the governmem‘ buf“

control of the trade unions!

10. Sohdanty with the rev:‘luhonary struggles of.the

workers in all lands!
For the complete independence of the colonial peoplesl
Wlthdraw all American troops from foreign soill

I. For a Workers' and Farmers' Govérnment! 7

A sliding scale of hoursﬂ-—rednr.ﬁ

Let lhe pﬁople
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* ported by both Hindu and: Mos-+

Rlots in

By M.

What Causes

India?

Naidu

;s Large scale communal  rioting in the Punjab has only
slxghtly abated. A mass of Hindu, Sikh and Moslem refugees

are on the move.

What is the basis of the riots?

- The problem of the Punjab must be clearly separated from
the rest of India. In dividing India, British imperialism, sup-

lem  feudal-capitalists, paid no
attention to the nationalists as
such. Artificially, the country
was divided, severing indigen-
ous: language groups into - dif-
ferent provinces. - . This opera-
tion was calculated with the
object of dividing the country in
order. to keep the imperialist stran-
glehold. . Thus, the Punjab, where
Hlndus, Moslems and Sikhs speak
the same language with a unified
economy, was divided into two prov-
inces.* Similarly the Bengal was
partitioned; ‘and the whole ‘scheme

was put into operation without vot-'

mg ‘of any kind..

" The PunJab itself occupies a pe-
oullar position in the body politic
of ‘India. Firstly, it has been the
main recruiting ground, of British
lmperiahst armed forces for over

- a-century. Consequently, a military

caste comparable to the Cossacks
il Russia ‘has developed in the area.
‘The¢ Hindu, Moslem and particular-
lythe Sikh population has a mili-
tary . tradition with thousands of

5 returned\soldlers in the rural parts.

' Prgvinces,

Setondly, thé - newly developed
oanal lands in the border regions
of both- East&m and Western Pun-
jab are occupled by the land-hun-
gry peasantry The persistent propa-
ganda of the Moslem League has
promxsed the Tand to the Moslem
peasantry who were told that once
Pakistan. was established, all land
would belong to the Moslems It
must be boxne in mind that in the

; Moslem region of Bengal and, Pun-

jab the  landlords ‘and usurers. are
mainly” Hindus While in the Hindu
peasant 1eglons of Bihar, United
‘Madras;, the landlords'
a Moelems in the main. This' is
the i herltance ‘of Lord" Cornwalhs
T s the background ‘which ex-
plains the ferocity of the. communal
riots in the East and West Punjab.
The land -hungry, peasantry on’ both
si;_l S were! given to believe by the
pro aganda of the feudal-capitalist
on both sldes that the
partitlon'would be_a signal for ex-
ﬁrqpuatlon of ‘the other ‘commiunity
and lzure of their lands A clear
filistration ‘of - this ‘is ‘given by the
Speeral correspondent of the. Sep-,
tember 6 ‘Observer: . Y .

p "In De!hl Moslem houses have.
been seized by refugees in  retalia-

tion for the seizure of’ their own :

propert)" by , Moslems, either before
or sihce thelr evacuatlon from the
Pnnjab.”; s

. In other parts of Indxa, the rrots
are provoked to effectively stifle the
‘struggles of the working class. A
few faéts. will' illustrate this.

! In.Bombay, sporadic riots, ad-
hittedly. engineered by the  “Goon-
das” - (contemptuous term for de-
classed elements) have been taking
place  since September, 1946. The
city has had periods of curfew and
under Section 144 of the Indian
Criminal  Ccide, processions and
demongstrations are  banned. A
Goonda Act has been passed with
powers . to -extern and imprison
people responsible for' riots. )
~But ‘so far, only demonstrations
and ‘meetings - sponsored by the
workers’ ~organizations have been
hanned. The city workers and mid-
dle class have staged many light-
ning strikes -against their intoler-
‘gble conditions. Their meetings
were- banned and their leaders,

R r . L]
RCP Leads the Fight

. . e
Against the Fascists
" LONDON, Oct. 8—The anti-fas-
cist campaign being conducted here
by tlie Revolutionary Communist
Party (Trotskyists) has already met
with considerable success.

Open air meetings of the RCP
have been well attended in the
working class and Jewish areas of
London, Birmingham, Manchester,
Newcastle, Sheffield, etc. Special
literature sales and distributions,
anti-fascist posters and parades
have attracted considerable atten-
tion ang publicity.

.The RCP is also making headway

in its attempt to raise the question
of - anti-fascist struggle and united
fronts in the trade union branches
and trades councils. Special em-
phasis will be placed on this aspect
of the fight as the RCP campaign
continues.
~The fact that the Trotskyists
have taken the lead in the struggle
to smash fascism at its birth has
led} to great disquiet in the ranks of
the Stalinist organizations, whose
leaders have organized no serious
anti-fascist campaign. In the East
End of London, where the fascists
have been most active, united fronts
have been established with the rank
and file of the CP and YCL as well
as the 43 Group,” a group of Jew-
ish socialist militants.

NOTICE—
. Shortage of space this week
has ‘made it necessary to hold
over J. R. Johnson’s column
which appears regularly on this
page each week,

Calls for Trotskyist
Party in Japan

“An Open. Letter to Workers
and Peasants of Japan,” by the
International Executive Commit-
tee of the Fourth International,
reviews the situation in Japan
since the end of the war and
calls for the building of a Japa-
nese Trotskyist party to help
establish a Socialist United
States of Asia. This article is
reprinted in the Sept.-Oct. issue
.of Fourth International, 116 Uni-
versity ‘Pl., New York 3, N. Y.
Since copies of this magazine

‘are 25¢; a year’s subscription $1.

‘Stalinists, Socialists, and Trotsky-
ists, were intérned under the Goon-
da Act.

Similarly in Bengal, at the most
opportune moment for the capital-
ists and landlords, the communal
riots broke out. In the East Bengal,
the impoverished Moslem peasantry
were fighting for an increased share
in the produce. In Calcutta, trans-
port, jute and other workers were
on strike. In unison, the League
and Congress demanded action

-

against the peasants and the work-|

ers. Neither took effective imeas-
ures to stop the rios.

The British imperialists have
been aided by the Moslem League,
and the Communist Party, by its

- propagarda of two nations based

upon religion, has helped this tragic
differentiation between Moslem and
Hindu workers and peasantry.

Instead of uniting them against

the British impe'rialists and the
propertied classes of India, the
Communist Party held out the

panacea , of Pakistan as the cure
for; all ev1ls until 1946

: The Socialist Party of India has

gone. so far as to demand the par-

“tition of\p Bengal 'and the Punjab.
Mrs. Asaf“Ali-has even gone so far
a8 to proclalm that Moslems in |
India- should« be legarded as aliens.

The solution . of the communal
problem -is clear.”. Only along class
lines, by the explmted Hindu, Mos-
lem and Sikh workers and peasants
uniting in a struggle against land-
jordism and capitalismi and their
main prop, British 1mper1a11sm can
they win land for the. peasants and
bread for the workers.

Only- the interests of the “im-
perialists and local exploiters dic-

tate the policy of divisicn of the

country. In a united socialist In-

dia, free and unhampered referen- -

dum can determine the question of
self cGetermination of nationalities.
It is towards such a solution that
the Bolshevik Leninist Party of In-
dia is struggling today, and striving
to unite the Hindu, Moslem and
Sikh workers and peasants against
the imperialist and native capitalists
and landlords.

(Reprinted from Mid-Sept. issue
of the British Socialist Appeal.)

front-page headlines, editori-*
als,  and ‘reviews by the pro-
fessronal _political commenta-
tors “Whole chapters are be-
ing run senally

The publlcation of this book 1sI

a calctlated: step in the “cold war”
Washington i$ waging on the Soviet
Union. The purpose  of the book.
is. to’ have Byrnes once again af-

firm the Truman Doctrine of get- |

tmg’ “tougli” with the USSR.

The book was. timed to appear
just before the : scheduled = Novem-
ber conference of - Foreign Minis-
ters which will again consider the

major peace treaties still to be |

drawn up, particularly peace with
Germany.

Publication of the: book now - is
a _diplomatic way of emphasmmg
that none of Stalin’s.counter-moves

‘have affected the State Depart*‘

ment’s f01e1°n policy. It. ~is" con-
tinuing the “get tough™ pohcy asso-
ciated thh Byrnes name. :

. Fhe book was - likewise des1gne|d
to. provide = fresh grist -for Wall
Street’s. propaganda mills in step-
ping*'up the talk of war. As the
conservative London Times:correct-

,ly” observes, Byrnes’ program “seems

little better  than a simple recipe |’
for war; :

“Thus Speakmg Frankly is a con-
txnuatxon on the level of dlplomacy
of Wall Street's squeeze on the
Sov1et Union.

In passing, the book' casts new
light on some recent events show-

ing that the Truman, admmrstratron :
has not hesitated to, mlslead and

deceive public opmlon

For instance, when ‘Henry Wal-
lace - as Secretary of .Commerce

voiced his fears that the “get tough” |

policy would lead ;to, war with the

BYRNES

Washmgton s foreign policy from the Yalta conference in 1945
to his retirement as Secretary of State in'1946, is: being built up
by the capitalist press as a “sensation.”

|time the White House issued an,

It was greeted with

Sov1et Umon, Byrnes admxts he
served an ultimatum ‘on: “Truman.
Tryman responded by, kicking. Wal-
lace out of his  cabinet. At: the

“unequlvocal” .denial | that Byrnes
had served any “ultimatum” on
Truman. This’ now appears to have-
been a dehberate lie. ‘

Again, the U. s. delegatlon at the
Umted Nations has -denied that the
U:. S. Government ever -resorts to
“pargaining” over admissions to the |
UN. But Byrnes coolly admits that )

bargalning

‘Speaking ‘Frankly ithus * shows
‘once more how little confidence can
be placed in the propaganda of the !

“peacefn 4 mtentxons of 1ts foreign
polley

Chile Government:
Launches All-Out
Anti-Labor Drive

- A ‘graphic illustration of ‘the
grim results of the Stalmrst\
{,policy of. supporting - caprtalast
“friends”
provided in Chile, ‘Last December
they ‘backed . Gabriel Gonzalec.Vi-
dela - 'for ‘President. ' Stalinist 'votes
put him - in+ office. ., o7 :

As a reward Vldela -gave vhe
It was 4. perfect example ‘of’ the_
'suocess of the “people’s front” pol-
ey, ? : A 3

"-\whrp It wanted its' Latin American

satellites to show their loyalty:. So
‘Videla - kicked the Stalmlsts out of
his cabinet. . ; :

“On. Oct. 4. soms 18 0001 mmels
went on strike for higher pay ‘laver-
age income in Chile is $100 a year).
Videla branded the str1ke as a
“Communist revolutionary plot” in
spired by the Belgrade Informatron
Bureau.

He mobilized troops, - planes and
warships.' He arrested and exiled
strikers and (0} 34 leaders Then he

banished two Yugoslav - diplomats
| for ‘Communist agitatiorn.” YugoJ
slavia broke\ off relations ' with
Chrle \

Was It Wrong for Brltlsh
Workers to Elect Attlee"

By John G. Wright

When the British workers voted the Tory-capltahst pohtrcrans out of offrce, replacmg
them with a Labor ticket, they took a progresswe step. ‘But, as I have pointed out, these
official leaders betrayed their trust. The quest ion therefore arises: Does this_ conduqt of the
leaders perhaps cancel out the progressive character of the original action.

Or to put it in different®
words: “Didn’t those revolu-
tionary socialists who told the

workers to vote for Attlee-
Bevin-Morrison, help foster the
harmful illusion that these leaders
could carry out the will of the
people?”

There is, of course, a criticism im-
plied in this question and others
like it. But this criticism would
have some justification only if the
British Trotskyists, while correctly
calling for “Labor to Power,” had
also told the workers to place any
trust in Laborite leaders and their
policies. They did just the opposite,
patiently explaining why other lead-
ers and other policies are neces-
sary. g #

However, a great many British
workers do not as yet share this
view. They nurse illusions about
Attlee, Bevin and the whole gang.
They still believe that the only
choice before them is between the
Tories and the Laborites. They do
not yet see a better alternative, the
revolutionary way. This, they still
think, is “impractical.” So they
continue to vote for the Labor
Party.

The practical problem therefore
is: How to help them shed most
quickly their mistaken appraisal of
the Laborite leadership? And con-
versely, how to aid them to find
their way to the highroad of revolu-
tion?

Arguments alone will never con-
vince millions upon millions. ‘They
must find out for themselves. They
must first pass through their own
experience with the labor-lieuten-

|

ants of British imperialism.” They
will then be best able to draw con-
clusions already reached by Marx-
ists. And this is precrsely what has
been taking place for the last two
years in the minds of the British
workers.

It is a big mistake to think the

Laborite voter of 1947 is in the same j:

frame of mind as he or she was
in 1945. Deep beneath the surface
profound changes have -been ac-
cumulating - bit: by bit. The new
moods are just beginhing to break
out: to the surface. There is the
growing criticism of the top lead-
ers. At the Margate Conference
this year one-third of the votes
were cast
Greece - and other “foreign commit-
ments” were discussed.

Others only grumble as yet. Still
other sections of workers are bhe-
ginning to criticize the leaders not
in words but in action — they
engage in strikes, disregard orders
to go back to work, and so on.

Not all are able to reach the same
conclusions at the same time. Dif-
ferent layers of workers arrive at
political maturity through  different
paths and at different times. To
disregard all this is, in reality, to
have a contemptuous -attitude to-
ward the workers as a whole or any
important section of them. If you
refuse to take into account what
you think or say? The answer is,
they don’t. And the fault is not
on their side, either.

There is no skipping over each
necessary  stage in the political de-
velopment of the British working
class — —or for that matter, the

against Bevin when |

American workers — toWard reve-
Iutionary thought and action. Im-
patience here can only lead to. mis-
fortune, as invariably happens when
one tries to jump over one’s own
head This is ckiwactertistic of‘ad-
venturers or fools bt never i of
grown-up revolutionists. :

¢ Just because these Erltlsh work—:
ers are not yet ready, to go° all the
way, it is obligatory: for Marxists
to go along with them in . taking
an . importatit stép ‘forward}
great Marxist' teachers from Marx
and Engels to* Lenirt and rot!
repeatedly explained why ‘it”
be foolish and suicidal not to do so.
| True enough, but Biritish work-
ers are suffering from ill’usmns But
those ‘who seé only ‘thé harmful
slide of  these illusions | -are Short-
sighted. They do not see the forest
for the trees. Precxsel. because of
tr’ese illusions, the Brrtlsh workers
a:re now passing through an ex-
perience ‘which, will drive home the
realization that the LJbOX‘lte lead-
er's are not gu1dmg them toward
soorahsm This is the! progressive
side’ of the process. '

First-hand experience with the
Laborite leaders will enable tens
and hundreds of thousamds‘of ‘work-
ers to assimilate quickily 4 revolu-
tionary orientation. The . whole
thing is to know how fo assist thls
.process To speed it up.

This is the task of rl‘volutmmsts
Therr job now is to poiht out the
Hekt steps, steps whicly. flow. from
;the workers own experlences and
theéir own "needs, and ‘in this way

taccelerate and complel:e the course
of revolutionary educagion. .

‘at” Potsdam he did engage m such ¥

Truman Administration about the |

of labor has been;,

Then Wall Street cracked. the|
‘ed 682 plants came at the height

AlT

PCl Co-operates With

“Chatg

e ‘with “inciting n riot," Jacques Casgram of the CIO
Umted Packinghouse. Workers is dragged from the picket line out-
1 Montreal meatpackmv plant.

More than 220 membels of the‘*

(Federated Prctures)

Europe Goes Hungry
As U.S. Decides to

Scrap German Plants

A hlghhght in the general anarchv and msane destructwe—
‘ness of the capitalist system was the order Oct. 16 of the’ U

‘and*British military governments in Germany to dismantle 682

industrial plants valued’at about $1,000,000,000.

of factoriec: and mills ear-

rstahmsts three posts .in ‘His eabrnet : :marked for: destructron or rep-

arations' is around 1,806 but
final decision is still pending
ina number of key industries.

The order to dismantle the ‘select-

of the propaganda drive of the Tru-
man Admlmstratron to put over the
Marshall * Plan. The Amerroan
workers« are being - told ‘that they

'must gat dess and tighten their belts
in - order -to -ship ;billions ¢ of -dollars

worth of: goods to Europe The pur-

pose -of: these . shlpments is alleged‘
to be the rehabllitatmn of ‘the war-‘

torn ; areas.

Yet the same Wall Street pohtimli

agents who peint to Europe’ 's need:
in -demanding  sacrifices of the
American workers are the very ones
who. have decided to slash the pro-

ductive level of German industry,

the, hearﬁ' of' urop«“s entire indus-

d‘
plants meats wide unemployment
o1 the” ‘Grérilian workers.
ventmg ‘these. workers from. con-

tributing ‘their. productive powers, all’

Europe™ sufiets.

In ‘addition to this, tens of thou—:
sands of workers ‘will be taken from

The Class Struggle

In Argentine Analyzed
#The .Class Struggle in Ar-
gentine" by Louise T. Gordon in
‘the. Sept.~Oct. .issue of Fourth
Interriitional, throws light on
the character of the Peron re-
gime which has been so misun-
derstood in the United States.
The article analyzes the various
political tendencies in Argyntine
and shows. that Peron is acting
for the Argentme capitalist class,
\desprte his demagogic promises
. to.the workers Single copies of
' the magazine cost 25¢; $1 for a
year. Order from 116 University
Pl, New York 3, N. Y.

and 'destroym‘o ‘pese

By pre-

" querors ;complain that .one -of. the
reasons for the slowness in. Europe’s \;

“The -full Tist

mdustry to carry out the wrecklng
order.

level these 682 plants-to’ the ground
Yet right now the’ Allied.: con-:

recovery is the shortage . of workerﬂ
in Germany!

~The German ‘wor Ters - have pro-"‘
tested the order for-this: insane de- (P8

struction ‘of some of-the most‘r, od-|.
ern- plants in the. world, ;[ “Wide-
spread strlkes and demo‘nstratlons
are, expected by the U..80 and ‘Brit-
ish'.military authorltie

“The Geérman unions hav
cated they will not cooperate <
destructlon of  Europe’s ‘key’. ihdus-
tr1es
ly.- win ‘the sympathy A
throughout the world who’ know
how much' the German peopl‘ have
suffered in the past thild o
tury of ‘capitalist rule: ah

The reply of the Amencan mlll-
tary government to -the protests
was. a§ brutal as anvthmg the ‘Ger-
man workers ever heard from. their
former Nazi oppressors.. Gen. Lu-
cius D. Clay, U.- 8. Mllitary Gov-
ernor, declared that “if ‘the Ger-
man unions refuse to obey orders
they can hardly expect us to keep
shipping in food ‘to feed them.”

If starvation does not brmg re-
sults quick enough, then the U. S.
authorities threaten to use troops.
Maj. Gen. George P. Hays, Deputy
U. S. Military Governor, said tint
the dismantling plan will be carriéd
out in any event and that ‘‘the last
resort would be to wuse militar
force.” )

NOTICE
The Philadelphia Chapter of
ACEWR is in need ‘of a sewing
machine—to mend old clothes
and make new garments. Call
EV. 6-8755 and ask for Goldy
Geldman.

French Socialist Youth

“PARIS, Oct. 7 — The Central Committee of the Inter-

natronahst Communist Party (PCI),

section of the Fourth

Internat1onal jast week decided to join in a campargn with

the Socialist Youth to prepare®

for the building of a mass rev-
olutronary party in France.

This action came in resnonse
to-an appeal by the Socialist Youth,

these commit-
strikes

which? last ‘August constituted itself

1

programmatlc documents wrth the
aim of working out a program for
the new party envisaged.

The PCI, according to its Central
Committee decisions, will partici-
pate in joint actions  with' these
committees and -engage in discus-

sion with them on the basis of the].::

Fourth Interhational’s program.

_At the same time, the Socialist
Youth has invited the Stalinist-
controlled Republican . Union of
French - Youth (IJRF) and the
Trotskyist youth organization*(JCI)
to discuss fusion. The' Stalinists
have replied with their usual. viei-
ous attacks. The JCI decrded to
answer in' the affirmative. - Joint
discussions are planned between the
two organizations and meanwhile
united front activities
way.

“Ttaly  and France
‘ wrth ‘previous elections.

' taken ‘as an assuring sign.

The U. 8. Military Govern- |!
ment estimates it will take at least |
-35,000 workers about twWo* years to

This attitude will undoubted- E

are under |

‘In the French elections Oct.*
19, General de Gaulle’s newly-
formed “Rally of the French
People” on the basis of incom-
plete returns received 39% of the
votes. The Stalinists received 29%
and ‘the Socialists 15%. This com-
pares with a Stalinist vote of 25%
in Oct., 1945, and 26% in Nov., 1946,
and a Socialist vote of 24% in 1945
and 18% in 1946.

On Oct. 12 Prime Minister de!
Gasperi’s Christian Democratic par-

1ty got 32.8% of the votes in Rome’s

municipal elections. Eleven months
2go this reactionary capitalist par-
ty got only 203%. The Stalinists
and Socialists in the ‘People’s
Bloc” received 33.4% of the votes

as compared with 36.9% 11 months

ago.
These figures indicate a sl1ght de-

gchne in combined vote given th

Stallnlsts and Socialists in both
in comparison

Although a regroupment of votes
as' divided between Socialists and
‘Stalinists . occurred, the fascist-
minded torces did not cut substan-
tially. mto working class districts,
At first sight, this relative stability
of the working class vote might be
; But
| fitted into the dynamic develop-
| ment - of the political situation in
both Italy and Prance, a very dif-
,ferent picture enierges.

There was a coaiescing of the
forces of reaction, a unifying of
their ranks. A regroupment oc-
curred in the vote given the capi-
tahst Jparties.. In Italy the “Com-
mon Man'' movement suffered dis-
vhaster ‘in France the Popular Re-
fpubhcans The growing power of
‘dé Gasperi and de Gaulle, who en-
Joy . the mlghty backing of Wall
Street, has made them the most at-
- |'tractive rolitical leaders in the ul-
‘tra-reactionary camps in -Italy and
France. .

- The: umtmg of these dark forces
around a central figure, especially
'in France, is’ the most- ominus de~
elopment in European . politics
'since ‘the end of the:war. De Gaulle
tymg togethex the human materi-
1 he hopes to use as ‘a battering
am’ to smash the labor movement.
Under - these circumstances the
irelatively static vote for the Stal-
‘inists and Socialists really signifies
¢line ‘in the mfluence of these
rties. .

TIn 1945 the forces of capitalism

‘w‘ere demorahzed split into weak,

Wi rring factions. The masses surged
\eftward, seeking the road to so-
lism. - But ‘the cowardly leaders
thé. trade unions and the major
olitical. parties of the working
class “blocked this road. They took
oosts in' the -capitalist government
and: did their utmost to save the
system that had plunged Europe in-
‘to fascism and two world wars.
When the Stalinist and Socialist
leaders permitted the oprortune
situation of 1945 to pass, the middle
Jlasses began turning away. Now
they” are being attracted to "de
Gaulle like iron filings by a magnet.

By Joseph Hansen

- How grave the menace of naked capitalist dictatorshi‘pis
on the European continent has been demonstratively indicate
in two important elections—one in Rome, the other in Franc

DE GAULLE
the sharp sword of rising 1
costs and the wall of. fixed
they demand an end to the int
erable situation. Stuffing votes
to ballot boxes in behalf of
working class parties did not hrin
the desired change in the situatiol

If de Gaulle now takes the pol
tical struggle into the streets a
organizzs shock forces, fascism
advance\with lightning rapld1
France. The suicidal course
Stalinists and Socialists fo,ster
advance. Only by militant
based on the program of socia’
can the working class hope
fend itself against advancmg'
actlon

In Italy the workers ang
farmers have shown by rep
general strikes, demonstratwns
the seizure of land on the. bi
tates that they understand soc
ism is the only way out. The mu
room spread of sirikes in Fia
is a _ similar manifestation -of.
readiness of the workers to s
on the road to power. ..

It 1s.the bureaucratic lea
inherited from pre-war times
continvally blocks and attempts
derail this powerful: mood - of
masses. These leaders are followi:
in the footsteps of. their prede
sors. who paved the w {
solini in 1922 and Hitler

Only the Trotskyis
countries are in tune with- the d
sire- of the masses for socidl K
They are doing their heroic best
rally the workers against. the
acing advance of I@aetlon th
militant struggle for socialisn

The fascist danger in F'ranoev 2
reached new heights; but de
dees not have a clear road t v
tory. The [French. workers
witnessed the rise of " fasci
both Italy and Germany,
lessons they will not forg
present struggle. Their "task is

. What the middle classes want is
lecisive action, Caught between

forge a new leadership, capable
leading them to victory.

Confirmation of the correct-+
nes of this Trotskyist analysis
has now come from the Krem-

lin dictator himself. In his
first statement to be made public
ince announcement of the Belgrade
Bureau, Stalin voiced his desire tc
reach an understanding with the
Anglo-American imperialists.

Stalin indicated this wish to eignt
Tabor Party members of the Brit-
ish- Parliament who were flown tc
the despot’s villa on the Black Sea
‘or a special two-hour interview.

When the Laborites reached War-
;aw. on Oct. 17 they reported that
Stalin' stood ‘““for improvement of
nolitical and economic relations
with all’ countries . . beginning
with the United States and Great
Sritain. - If these countries wish to
mprove relations with the Soviet
‘Union they will be welcomed.”

Stalin underlined especially his
hope ‘for an understanding with the
British imperialist.

...“We want as close trade relations
with” Great Britain as possible. We
are interested in the development
 trade relations between our two
~ountries.. The sconer the two
states agree, the better for good
_partners in common work.”

’ The “common work,” presumably,
is a reference to the counter-revolu-
tionary task of blocking any at-

y‘tempt of the working class to over-

| WANT A DEAL,
ADMITS STALIN

~ Stalin’s objective in forming his new Belgrade Informa
Bureau, according to the analysis of the Political Comm
of the Socialist Workers Party published in last week’s ]
tant, is “to reach a new deal with Washmgton——a’ non- aggr
‘sion’ pact and economic concessions.”

surn capitalism in Europe or
Zremlin kureaucracy. .
As plainly as he dared, Stalin
wowed any intention of insp
yrganizing or leading a militant
yosition to Anglo-American 1mper
1lism.
“We sihall be prepared to go _"
ward to meet them irrespec
vhat the economic set-up may
in those countries. Cooperation be
tween countries having differe
sconomic systems is possible. ‘Th 3
ilready has been proved by expe
ence.”’
Experience with German imp

alism shows how unstable . sug
“cooperation” is. In the face
this historic experience, howev

Stalin hopes to postpone to the i
definite future the showdown ‘for
which Wall Street is preparin;
The Oct. 21 DInily Worke:
plained Stalin’s remarks as anol
bid for a deal. It complained
the Byrnes “get-tough’ policy
been to pave the road to a set
ment with as many brlckba
possible. This Stalinist sh
tinues: “Mr. Stalin has. now
nalled, through two differe
ish channels, that he is ready
What blocks the deal? It
ply a question of the price.
its enormous economic and fi
resources and the atomic’
its sleeve, Wall Street is cert:

can get what it wants and
swn terms, ;
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* THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY
OF MOTHER JONES

I was born in the city of Cork, Ireland, in 1830. My
reople were poor. For generations they had fought . for
Ireland’s freedom. Many of my folks have died in that
struggle. My father, Rich-
ard Harris, came to Amer-
ica in 1835, znd as soon as:
he had become an Amer-
ican citizen he sent for his”
family. His work as labor-
er with railway construc-
tion crews took him to
Toronto, Canada. Here I
was brought up.but always
as the child of an Amer-
ican citizen. Of that citi-
zenship 'I' have ever been
proud.

After finishing the com-
mon schools, I attended the
Normal school with the in-
tention of becoming - a

_____ ; * teacher. ‘Dressmaking too,

I'learned proficiently. My

first position was teaching in a convent in’ Monroe, Mich-

igan. Later, I came to Chicago and opened g dressmékmg

establishment. I preferred sewing to bossing little ¢hil-
dren. ) ' )

However, I went back to teaching again, this time.in
Memphis, Tennessee. Here I was married in 1861, My

husband was an iron moulder and a staunch ‘membef of the
Iron Moulders’ Union. 3 : ' A -

Victims of Yellow Fever

In 1867, a yellow fever epidemic swept Memphis. Its
victims were mainly among the noor and the workers, The
| o ] ‘ - bt TN § o rich and the well-to-do fled the city. Schools and churches
j The following are extracts from John L. Lewis’s speech at the AFL Convention on Z\ffere ;l(ifed. fPeople.\'N;_ere ngt pe;ﬂmitted to enter the house
| e i . . M prp _ a yellow fever victim without permits. Th
Qgt 14 denounding the APl leadery fo,r,,prp,l,),o,séls tq comply'w1th th? yeil,l,ciw C,I,Ob, oaﬁﬁhﬁre not afford nurses. Across the étregt from me,‘etgxg%eﬁggxﬁ

' quired by the Taft-Hartley Botakr—re : ) . e o lay dead from the plague. The dead surrounded us. They
‘The Taft-Hartley statute is the| crganizations out in the indystrial | looking forward to the realization of were buried at night quickly and without' ceremony. All

first uely, savage thrust of Fascism | centers of this country when they & substance that will earry him| poue o hovce 1 could hear Weeping and the ctis ot
m America. It eame into being | see their great leaders, with all the | through the evil days that must delirium. One by one, my four little children sickene ;Sa- z;)d
through an alliance between indus- | pomp and ceremon’als of a great | come to every man, . . . is it true died. I washed their little bodies and got them rondy o
trialists and the Republican ma- | convention kneeling in obeisance | that that mightly host trying to burial. I sat alone through nights of Sriel, 'Ne tar )(:a r
‘, jéri-ty in Congress, aided and abet- | before this detsstabie and tyranni- | advance across the plains of Ameri- to me. No one could. Other homes were .as stricie 1:g
ted: by those Democratic legislators | cal statute? Do your think that that| ca is led and flanked and having was mine. All day long, all night long, I heard ibo “t ns
who still believe in the institution | will encourage them? ! : their thinking done ~f0r’D fhem bz of the wheels of the de,ath AEL o » e grating
of human slavery. It was bought What effect will it have upon | intellectyally fat and.stately asses? ¢ . ‘ Pt ; .
and paid for by campaign contribu- | the ordinary citizen not related or| ¥ thidk you should think about i ﬁfu?s re tlslfeu:&(f)?er}éig b;gizd mec,h(}*lluls;ﬁﬁd’t gegoi a permit
tions fmmf;me'industrial and busi- | concerned intimately with labor or- | these things. God knows, ymIl are stamped out. : plague W@s
nesk “inteFests- of this country, and |ganizations? When you organize | all paid enough for thinking. I am, , ) L

the Republican party and the Dem- | and implement your plans to go out | too, but I do try to shut my mouth maiiﬁztgﬁfges?w?ﬁ c; i‘;riggr W\?&t \:egraélrlloé:::dthe ‘;dvresks)-
ocratic minority made good by fcrg-{and ask a Congressman or Senator | eccasionally and think once in a ington Street near the lake W'e Worked Tox G a(;l} boas t-
:ing ‘these legislative shackles for | who fashioned this iron collar that| while, and that is what the Ameri- of -Chicago, and I had arriple opbortmity by L 18 Cl'tah S
‘yo dnd the men and the women |has been* plated about your neck | can Federation of Labor sohuld do. Tuxury and, extravagance of their lives Ofyt ohierve el
who pay you to intelligently repre-|and sets you apart from your fel- You know, if you grovel enough for the lords and barons who lived ir; - en.f\fv e ;ewmg
| sent them .. . ; low man, what are vou going to say|in this convention you ‘will prob- on the Lake Shore Drive, T would look agrt“ 1;561;;; ouses
I 'wondér whither we are drifting? | to him when that man in the street | ably have more to grovel for next glass windows and see the poor. shiveri Ot ol 47e plate
The Executive Council, in its sev- |says: January and March, because when {7 boor, shivering wretches, job-

: : : ' . less and hungry, walking along the frozen lake front. The
eral meetings has said, each to the Why, Mr. Blank, I understand | the Congress and the enemies of | o0 (o0 50 condition with that of the tropical com-

“Entered as second class ‘matter Mar.
7,-1944-at the Post:Qffice’ at Ndw: York,
N. Y., under the act of Mari"3, 1879.”

B“;ldle ‘Orders (5 or more copie_s):
'8¢ @ach in U.S., 4c. each..in foreign
. countries: K g ‘
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"Contrary to the official fab,lvgsvg,iesigned to drug the people, the chief cduse
of war as of all other social evils—unemployment.’ the high ‘cost ‘of living, fascism,
colonial oppression—is the private ‘owhership“of the means of production together
with the bourgeois state which rests on this foundation. With the present level of
technology and skill of the workers, it is quite possible to create adequate con-
ditions for the material and spiritual development 6f all mankind.” It woyld be
necesary only to organize the economic life within each country and over our entire
planet correctly, scientifically, and rationally, according to a general plan. So long,
however, as the main productive forces'of society ‘are held by frusts, i.e., isolated
capitalist cliques, and so long as the national ‘state ‘remains 'a pliant tool in"the
hands of these cliques, the struggle for markets, for sources of raw materials, for
domiination of the world “must inevitably “assume "a ‘tore “and 'fore ‘destructive

ana more, . aesituciive
character.” -7 ~Leon Trotsky, 1940

§. 7 e ‘ » . . 7 .

les—It's Time for Some Serious Thinking
Think about these things,” pleaded John L. 1as been made with the cc ‘

Lewis at the AFL Conveéntion, as he described Republican and Democratic parties.

terrible menace of the Taft-Hartley Act. “God But here Lewis” thinking appears to stop. What

ws,” he chided the AFL leaders, “you are all shall labor do about this conspiracy of Big ﬁusx- & ‘
nough for thinking.” " He added, “I am too, ness and the’two old parties?” ™" ' . 5

ut I'try to shut my mouth occasionally and thihk = True enough, even the conservative AFL lead- | i .

nce in a while.” ‘ ' ' - ers are forced today to answer: Labor must ﬁght i

s, it is time for thinking. Never has the labor this "conspiracy with political action. But what

, g ! M NELT R fa b T e T ‘ 2 ® ’
10vement stood in greater need of serious, pene- KIND ,Q.f'po:hﬁcfl' actions’ "That is £as whb oflie | LQWIS s
question. . " T . _Ta GW W

ting thought about where it is going and the (1o ; e
ting thought about where it is going : If Lewis had carried his thinking just one more T Tt W ,,“Y EI , ;
The Yellow-

take. ' Ay b
* step forward, he would have 1 i “Political

step has been made with the combined aid of the

at is the problem that faces us? Lewis him- £ it Guk "Reph
~ ted it'in his militant ‘speech against com- Whshinete PS e o
et th the ‘ngllobe@bg‘ff oath. He said: TR L
“The Taft-Hartley statute is the first ugly,
avage thrust of Fascism in America. . . . It was
ought and paid for by campaign contributions
m the industrial and business interests .. . and
1¢ Republican party and the Democratic minority
ade good by forging these legislative shackles.”
Lewis has done somge serious thinking, it is

That is the most effective measure that labor

can’ employ today ‘in order to foil ‘the Big Busi- -
ness-government conspiracy and ‘smash the Taft-

Hartley Act. But for that KIND of labor political

action, thé workers must have a party of their own,

a Labor Party. This is the answer the workers

bvious. The Taft-Hartley Act, he correctly states, must arrive at inevitably, if they follow Lewis’

a first big step of American Big Business in advice, and think — think things through to the

> direction of a fascist dictatorship. "And”this énd. ©~ * ' ' '

Witch Hunt in Latin America

Wall Street has demanded action against “com-
nism” throughout Latin America and its satel-
- governments have responded with ‘heel-click-
¢ alacrity. o ‘

has alarmed the native capitalists and landlords

and their Wall Street overlords. ~
““'This  general anti-labor objective is clearly
shown in Chilé where a strike of miners for higher
wages was seized upon by the government as the
pretext for 'its witch hunt, Hundreds of miners
were ‘arrested and exiled to distant provinces. Scabs

; In Bolivia and Peru ferocious anti-labor drives
ave been launched. Chile has made the headlines

h a savage witch hunt. '

The Stalinists are a target in this continental
ge. Fantastic charges of plotting and organiz-
revolutionary uprising have ‘been levelled

and strikebreakers were imported to replace them.
Troops were sent into the mines to terrorize the

strikers.

other, “We must stand for the re-
peal of this un-American statute
and we must resist and withhold
support from’ all modifying amend-
ments that seek to make it virtuous.

your organization has amended its
Constitution to permit you to ac-
cept the great virtues of this act,
and that you overrode the opposi-
tion in your convention, in your

labor find out how easy you are
they will give you more to grove’
for. Did you ever think of that?
Hadn’t you better fight a little now
than fight more down the road, o:

fort of the people for whom I sewed was painful to me.
My employers seemed neither to notice nor to care, -

Summers, - too, from the windows of the rich, I used
to watich-the mothers come from the west side slums,

Wa-Shing-an jOiP?d in t:he attempt %o breg_k the It is so completely bad that it can’t | wild clamor to be the first to sign | would you rather run? . . . *J;‘:)iilr;feslleiisffzg :;]t:l‘; ;hll(X‘:ll,_ llllopmg for a breath of
strike by turning over U.S. Navy coal stores to the | pe made  virtuous and enough|up. How can you be opposed to the| I don’t know what the Congress | = siffling Bt a6 w?rorer.xen ;:IE lg’ttwhe;.:ge ten;amenﬁs
Chilean government so that it could hold out longet |amendments cannot be attached to|act for which you fight to receive | will do next session. That depends | . " 0 But,’ the rich having donafedc ;o r:l?e Sc‘;l’tr.:“
ag‘aiﬂéf the heroic miners. SR o it to make it virtuous, so we willfits emoluments? Surely Mr. Taft 2 grant deal on what this conven- ce fund, had, by the tix;me it was hot in the o arity
" These & shi h losely the int ts of |stand against its modifications by§must be right when he says the|tiom doex. If they see we are on th, ‘o senstds and Mmouitaing ‘ 1 th Y, gone
® Tl e gv?nts BIOW MOW. CLOSElY the mlerQS S' amendment - and we will ask. the|rank and file of labor have been | run they will take courage and the In October, 1871, th > . .

. . . 2 the Latin 'Ametican'WOYkefs are bound up with Ameirican'p’eople to join us in ask- | liberated under this act from the | will fashion some more sharp spear: § | stablishmenet !an d év etlg{ea%t Chicago fire 'bumec} B, our
rs of‘_Latm America. The poor people sunh‘ Of those of the workers in the USA. The same gov- |ing for its complete repeal.” tyranny of their own leaders.” to accelerate our speed even great ;,hoﬁsands homeless el%emsltga;fdaﬁ ‘ﬁe h‘a%t Thf’ fire made
Rio Grande have been hit hard by the rising erniment that enacted the “Taft-Hartley Slave Labor | - Then your President and other| And is it true that the leaders|er ... 1 day without food on the laka frox?t ;]fltgén g?)rilr?g tiI;;. n&izt
toof living. Lo co Law gave the signal for the saVage'reﬁressioins in | officers of your organization have|of our movement age to be the first| Isn’t that the next step? If yor 'ake to keep cool. Old St Mary’:s Chiurch gt Wol:; €
R Uieiag, 2 ' - y : made known that position in pub-{ sf our mighty hests of 8,000,600 resist the power of the state, the Avermie 456 Paok Court : " a _a aSh
: Latin America. lic.. And now we meet this after- | members to put their tails between | central government will be usec and there T camped urt was thrown open to the refugees
sistent on wage increases; they have become more “Every effort we exert to help the Latin Ameri- noon ‘and the distinguished Com- | their legs and run like cravens be- | against you, and if you don’t resisi ere 1 camped until T could find a place to go.
itant in fighting for such demands and areé mov- can workers means strengthening the labor ‘move-

‘ ‘ mittee on Laws comes in here with | fore the threat of the Tafé-Hartley | it will be used against you tha' | Learns About Knights of Labor
. in the direction of socialism with ‘a speed that inént Here. * Let’s unite against our common foe!

ainst them. But the Stalinists are not the main
get'in this witch hunt. They have been singled
i simply as convenient scrape-goats. B

The real objective of this drive is to deal a
alyzing blow against the workers and field lab-

-As a result they have become more and more

a’ report, that, in effect, says, no,|5bill? I am reminded of the Biblical | much ‘more quickly, because the: . Near by, in an old, tumbled down, fire scorched build-
: we won’t permit Congress to amend | piarable, “Lions led by asses.” won't lose any sleep gt night worry- § ing the Knights of Labor held meetings. The Knights of

3 ’ . w ° s ” i it; we will debase ourselves and Is it true of this mighigy host of | ing about what toMo with a labor | Labor was the labor organization of those days. I used
Tl‘llmall s UPSlde'dow“ P 0'!(0' tate ’ oy o d amend our own Constitution to] 8,000,000 workers in the American | moveny>nt that s fléeing before § to spend my evenings at their meetings, listening to splendid
;e ! : make it unnecessary.

p . Vo . “ 3 § Federation of Labor, each filled | the storm. Ar}df that is what yot | speakers. Sundays we went out into the woods and held
In-a press statement last week Truman said road trike, his initiating of a fed¢f31 injuction What a paradox! What a para- | with enthusiasm and ambition, each | will be doing¥ it youw pass thic | meetings.

t government rationing, price and rent controls against the miners—-all' prime’ examplcs of real {gox! How much heart do you think | having resronsibilities and dreams|damnable pinendment that you Those were the days of sacrifice for the cause of labor.
“methods of a police-state.” It'is not accidental  “police-state” ‘methods. : k that will give -the members of our|for himself and his family, each have befo}:‘f‘ you . . . These were the days when we had no halis, when there
1at Truman selects precisely those government  When the majority, through the government | ; :}errfa:;h"?r};lsalar‘ed officers, no feasting with the enemies
ontrols intended to protect the people against the that is supposed to Tepresent them, protect  their caints | 0o¢ Were the days of the martyrs and the
tacks of the Big Business profiteers and mono- welfare by putting restraints on a rapacious, gleedy I became acquainted with the labor movement. I learned
Polists-as his examples of a “police state.” This is minority—that’s a “police-state,” according to Tru- that in 1865, after the close of the Civil War, a group of
ply the White House echo of NAM propaganda.  tnan. " But when’ the governmental machinery is jmen met in Louisville, Kentucky. They came from the
If ' Truman wanted to discuss “police-state used. to repress the majority and protect the min- gf; tﬁgri;lgy ﬁ;i? the SOUth;t they were the. “blues” and
ethods™ according to the real implications of that  ority who rob, exploit and oppress the people, that’s ; each other over tieyzi;ﬁﬁn i cblf;g::l ng,e?;en,rﬁg; tg:f,
rm, he should have started with the Taft-Hartley supposed to be a “democratic state!” e , 5 o ) bk B the de-| cided that the time had come to formulate a iarogra,m to
ve Labor Law. There we have a real example Rationing, price and rent control or any other | STAR-SPANGLED MIK A-|become a threat to American im-|an important bearing on
capitalist police-state methods, which seek to ’

; . . . fight another brutal form of slavery -— industrial slaver

. J N : : i A | rerialism, and prepare a military | cision to drop the bomb . . . As the Out of this decisi - Y.

: measure exercised by the government to safeguard DO, by Frank Kelly and|:> 7" =" O " . N SR lose | FUt of this decision had come the Knights of Labor.
stroy the organizations of labor, /the majority of the majority, the w};rkingg'people, are not ‘J‘A[g)oliéé : D e or DUoSrIOR WORL T BT B e o g Lo 18 B &

the peop A ' ;

Cornelius Ryan, Robert M. It work in the plants was speeded up moir(;rrl:gfgese’gn}e Srfl tlliebChic;ago 1ﬁre Id became more and
. R o e g Thedifiie N 7 . e f : : “ai o : - _ - y S in the labor struggle i
le, in-the interests of a tiny, “predatory stdte ethods.” If "the American” workers take McBride & Co., 1947, 282| Tnis accounts for the fact that) Then when Germany surrendered,] . ;oo ort in, the efforts of t}?eg woirll{iné gzggsdtsob:&ti

inority. # . power and use their state machinery to end capi- pp:, $3.50. - | many Japanese politicians spon- wte _i\}lilptec‘ted_th; Ja};;lanese ttr?o l?\;ﬁ the conditions under which they worked and. sven h

% h osal talistm and establish jalism’ ill be rat- This book about occupied Japan |5 - . ¢ SHPAIENL away: oW ecame a member of the Knights of
Or 'he could have discussed his proposal for a talism and establish socialism' they will be operat aJ s Soredquy bthp OC(f:p;minmggglge for Zhr:l;,am;z/a%ar < dvflglesh.bef%)r{’ b b g Liabor;

¥ to-draft strikets into the Army; his'détand fof  ifg ‘tHe rhost democratic ‘state ever known, They |and the top brass of the occupying f ®XPOSSC By newspapery - ‘
ompulsory universal military training to regiment

an e acld T ZDOWIL. ATy was written by the corres,| Mer members of the tight little | we had a chance to use the bomk Her First Strike
; : giment  will be ending minority class rule and building a pondents’ of ‘the N. Y. Herald ppi/ | imperialist cirele that Jaunched the . The relief to everybody con- One of the first strikes that I remember occurred in
e American people, his Hitler-like “loyalty purge” '
ong federal workers; his smashing of the rail-

society where the means of production and distri- buneé and the London Daily Tele-| ¥ar on China and tlhie gamble at| cerred, when the bomb was fin-| the Seventies. The Baltimore and Ohio- Railroad employees
bﬁfi‘oﬁ‘ w'illlbe' uséd for ‘the benéfit of all who toil. graph. - Tts best sections are those Pearl Harbor. After the expose, the | ished and dropped, was enormous. went on strike and the.y sent for me to come help them.
Yo birad g - exposing the stupidity and self- | MacArthur regime ,abandonsh them This account of why the bomk| I went. The mayor of Pittshurgh swore in as deputy sheriffs
glorification policy of MacArthur’s | 804 lopks about for pecple with the| was dropped leaves out the main g lawlgss, reclfless bunch 9f fellows who had drifted into
| mititary censorship. The sections [ S3Mme ideas but a less malodorous| purpose of American imperialism— | that city during the panic of 1873. They pillaged and

deslitig: with-fihe polifiéal awmken- ire‘cord. to show the peoples of the world | burned and rioted and looted. Their acts were charged

"Mission to Moscow”—Then and Now

The Dies-Rankin-Thomas red-baiting Commit- we and many others called attention to the fact

ee on Un-American Activities is putting on'a ‘show

urleéque but none of its humor.

The Representatives are playing the role of the
il-minded clown armed with a paddle whose
ery sentence drips with lewd insinuations. They
ave:a select string of Hollywood stars, producers
and film magnates cast as the dame of doubtful
rtue. The red-baiting clowns on Capitol Hill are
conducting - a klieg-lighted “probe” to determine
just how chaste this Hollywood crew have been in
. their relations with . . . the “Reds.”

According to the script prepared by Thomas,
Rankin and the other scenario writers of the House

Washington that has all the obscenity of low

that it 'was a deliberate falsification from beginning

toend <

" Mission to Moscow whitewashed Stalin’s notori-
ous ‘Méscow frameup trials and pictured as genuine
history the monstrously false charges of “spying”
and “wrecking” cooked up as a cover for his slaugh-
ter of the old' Bolsheviks and later the murder of

Leon Trotsky.

' The Socialist Workers Party pointed out that
this film wa¥ part of the lend-lease Roosevelt was
sending to the Soviet Union in accordance with the
war-time ‘deal between Wall Street and' the Krem-

lin, '

Just as the Kremlin had its agenf, Earl Browder,
the head of the American Communist (Stalinist)

ing in Japan since the end of the} While space is devoted to the|and the Soviet Union what the|Uup to the striking workingmen. The governor sent the

‘war, while containing : valuable in-
| formation, are marred by the “mys- |;

terious = oriental - 'mind” approach
and & complete acceptance of the
“war-guilt” of the Japanese people

The best chapteX in the book i
thg one-dealing with the awakening
of *Japanese women. Description:
are .given not only of this momen-
tous development in the cities where
women participated in politics for
the:first time, even getting electec
to- Parliament, but of the awaken-
ingzof farm’ and village wemen tc
their new position as human beings
" The writers make it plain that

| Japdn’s - ‘“Unconditional surrender”

vampire-like control the  Zai-
batsu (Japan’s 60 Families) have on
the Japanese economy, the authors

.appear to have no hope that their

power will be curbed.

The most glaring omission in this
book is an adequate treatment of
the tremendous strike wave in Jap-

- an and the scope and vitality of the

uniens it created. This strike wave
has had an even greater effect on

- the Japanese masses than the for-

mation of the CIO had on the
American ‘workers.
For those who excuse the atom-

ioombing of Hiroshima and Naga-

saki as a military necessity, I rec-
ommend the sections of this book

price of opposition to American
domination would be. But it does
prove again the contention that at
Hiroshima and Nagasaki over two
hundred thousand men, women and
children were murdered without
even the flimsy basis of military
“justification.”

—George Lavan

Urges Labor Party
To Win FEPC Law
FLINT, Oct. 20—Independent
labor political action is needed
to win IFEPC legislation, says
Harrison Johnson in an article

militia.

The Railroads had succeeded in getting a law passed
that in case of a strike, the train-crew should - bring in
the locomotive to the roundhouse before striking. This law
the strikers faithfully obeyed. Scores of locomotives were
housed in Pittsburgh. . '

One night a riot occurred. Hundreds of box cars stand-
ing on the tracks were soaked with oil and set on fire
and sent down the tracks to the roundhouse. The round-
house caught fire. Qver one hundred locomotives, belong-
ing to the Pennsylvania Railroad Company were destroyed.
It was a wild night. The flames lighted the sky and turned
to fiery flames the steel bayonets of the soldiers.

The strikers were charged with the crimes of arson
and rioting, although it was common knowledge that it
was not they who instigated the fire; that it was started
by hocdlums backed by the business men of \Pittsburgh who

for a long time had felt that the Railroad Company dis-
crimmated against their city in the matter of rates.

I knew the strikers personally. I knew that it was they
who had tried to enforce orderly law. I knew they dis-
ciplined their members when they did violence. I knew,
as everybody knew, who really perpetrated the crime of
burning the railroad’s property. Then and there I learned
in the eariy part of my career that labor must bear the
cross for others’ sins, must be the vicarious sufferer for
the wrongs that others do. :

These early years saw the beginning of America’s in-
dustrial life. Hand and hand with the growth of factories
and the expansion of railroads, with the accumulation of
capital and the rise of banks, came anti-labor legislation.
Came strikes. Came violence. Came the belief in the hearts
and minds of the workers that legislatures but carry out
the will of the industrialists.

[(Reprinted by permission of Charles H. Kerr & Co., Publishers,
Chicago, Ill.) s 3 ¥

Committee, Hollywood bartered its lovely body
| and soul to the “Reds.” That’s why you can’t see
a movie nowadays that doesn’t devote reel after
1 to exposing the profits of the Rockefellers,
rgans, Mellons, duPonts, Fords and .Hearsts,
doesn’t expose the evils of capitalism such as
‘ression, unemployment, war and fascism, that
sn’t' show how crooked the Republicans and"
mocrats are, and that doesn’t show what a
en on earth we could make America under a
list form of government. o
One film being “probed” under the klieg lights
fashington caught our attention, Mission to
scow. When it was produced during the wat,

in the Searchlight, paper of
Chevrolet Local 659 of the UAW-
CIO. Stressing the need for
FEPC legislation to fight job
discrimiration and racial divi-
sions among workers, the article
concludes:

“Fair Employment Practice is
a political problem and must be
solved politically, This is one
reason among many others why
we must, through our wunions;
put forth a vigorous campaign
for a Labor Party. With a La-
bor Party a real Fair Employ-
ment Practice Law would be es-
tablished.”

was-not one at all. It was: a condi- | which T quote in part: “One thing
tional- surrender—the condition be- | ‘s certain. The atomic bombs
ing that the Emperor remain on the | dropped on Iiroshima and Naga-
throne. - Since this: fitted  in- with | saki “did not knosk the Japanesa
Washington’s plans, the conditior | sut of the war. They were beaten
was: accepted. . uefore the bombs ever fell.” “The |

Since then the. purge of militar- | authors can say at least 90% of the
istsvandidmperialist rulers of Japan | correspondents {klt it .(the atom
has L"improvised to fit the oc- | “omb) should not have been drop-

Party, climb in bed with Wall Street, so Amierican
imperialisth - had ' Hollywood perform a few such
friendly services for the bloody dictator in Moscow.
‘Times have-changed. Now the picture that was
produced in response to a nod from the State De-
partment is being used by Washington "as “evi-
dence” of Hollywood’s submission to' Moscow.
We don’t”expect this Washington burlesque cupation and propaganda needs of | ped . . .
will end with' a reformed Hollywood, however. | MacAtthur's regime. As the au- “Was the bomb dropped simply
Wall Street’s propaganda aims will contintie to |thors put it, ‘the General ha: | ‘o justify two vears experiments.
sha‘pe everything that ‘comes out of that film fac- “played. it by ear.” The “democ- | to justify the outlav of two billion

Lk T i RS D ratization” of Japan has beer | dollars? From what a senior offi-
tory as lt has:l? thﬁ p?\st. OI?IY_ now Mlssu_m to shaped by the need to prevent 2| -er, attached to the Manhattan
Moscow is béing teplaceq by a new production— revolution,. curtail the power of the | District told one of the authors a

Club Over Moscow. wealthy - Zaibatsu lest they again|year later at Bikini, this did have

5
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Holds That Stafford’s
Opinion on Abilities
Of Workers Is False

Edifor: .

In ‘the Oct. 6 Militant a letter
appeared by Bart .Lanier Stafford,
III, of New York iry which hg
grants that capitalism is rotten, but
objects to the idea that the work-
ing class is capable of reconstruct-
ing and manaﬂmg society. He
b pleads with The Militant editors
o not to mislead the workers by say-

ing that ‘“‘the working people them--

selves must take over the control
‘and management of the plants and
factories,” and states further that
a “new elite’”’ is necessary to run a
socialist scxnety

I muft state very emphatically
that hi§ conceptions about the
working class are thoroughly false.
The workers have demonstrated
many times and in, many different
ways their capacity to run produc-
tion and defend their own class in-
terests without the ‘guidance” of
intellectuals. I'll give a few ex-
amples.

During the foreman’s strike at
Ford’s, in some departments the
men turned out 8 hours production
in 4% hours (where theyv had a par-
g ticularly lousy foreman) and took
it easy for the other 34 hours! In
other departments they turned out
sufficient production to keep the
plant going (not their full quotas)
so that they could get their pay. In
still other departments production
was zero or close to because of the
grueling character of the work or
their hatred of the company.

In no case would they go heyond
.an established quota, knowing that
the company would force them to
mamtain it. In the cases where
they did their work in half the
i it was because they used their
L -initiative and intelligence.

No matter where I've worked, I've
nd that there are two ways of
doing a job: the company way and
e workers’ way. The company
- way is rlanned bv engineers and is
clumsy and comparatively slow (ex-
cept in tryving to make the men
moye faster physically.) The work-
ers’ way is a result of their own in-
telligence and knowledge of the job.
It is usually much more efficient
and quxcker—wnh less physical ex-
: ertion!

7 ~The reasons that the workers
don't do things their own way are
as follows: (1) They can get into
trouble with foremen. (2) They're
afraid that doing the jobs faster
would lead to layoffs.

The Spanish Revolution of 1936-
39 is a fine example of the working
‘class rynning production and doub-
ling it. In the early days of the
fascist revolt, the workers seized
the factories, ran them without the
capitalists and increased production
tremendously. They also organized
the anti-fascist militia that fought
the fascists.

And -here again they did all this
without- leaders, because their so-
called leaders were on the fence—
not knowing whether to capitulate
to the fascists or flee the country.
‘When B. L. Stafford pleads with
Militant “not to mislead the
kers,” he’s asking The Mifitant
lie to the workers, which The

;oxgk‘érs, -are stupid and backward!
.. L, Stafford’s kind of thinking
n ead onlv to neo-fascism or
linism, both of which are funda-
me: tally middle class ideologies—
fhat of bul(’aucrats and managers

are open to the opinions of the
readers of “The Militant.” Let-
ters are welcome on any subject
of interest to the workers. Keep
Y them short and include your
name and address. Indicate if
you want your name printed.

doing things for the people, when in
reality the only way the people
eet things accomplished is by doing
it themselves.

Yes, the revolution will bring
akout radical changes that will once
and for all crush one of the great
crimes of class society: the crime of
the division between mental and
physical labor. T'll grant that this
won’t take place the day after the
social revolution, but we'll begin to
see it during the transitional peri-
od between capitalism and social-
ism. When the working class
seizes the capitalist state and re-
places it with their own state,
they’ll also take steps at the point
of production to take over the func-
tions of the managers and engi-
neers.

Jack Meade
Detroit, Mich.

Tells Stafford About
Relation of “Experts”

To Socialist Movement
Editor:

Congratulations to Stafford. He
has- discovered that “capitalism has
bungled the job of running society.”’
That’s progress. But why all the awe
for “the experts”? What exempts
these mortals from Stafford’s gloomy
pen and cloud of doubt?

Let’s take a look at these “‘ex-
rerts” that are so dazzling to Stai-
ford. Do they make the really big
decisions on running society? Aren’t
they forced to crawl when the capi-
talists and their agents crack the
whip? Wasn’t that what these super-
men were doing while capitalism
bungled the job of running society?

Take the scientists who unlocked
atomic energy. Their epoch-making
discoveries were turned to wholly
destructive ends—the atomic borb.
Under capitalism they had no choice
but to see one of the greatest
triumphs of science debased into a
fiendishly efficient instrument for
mass butchery. It made many of
them sick at the stomach. But what
could they do? After all, they were
only workers on a government proj-
ect—a capitalist government project.

Does Stafford think that the
nuclear physicists would reject an
opportunity to work on a secialist
government project — the develop-
ment of the peacetime uses of atomic
energy? He has an oddly distorted
viaw of “the experts” and their de-
gire to serve humanity if he believes
that.

Stafford needs to widen his read-
ing and do a little more thinking
about the plight of “the experts”
under capitalism and the advantages
socialism offers them. He should
read how the Bolshevik government
in the davs of Lenin and Trotsky
appealed to “‘the experts’.

The Red Army, for instance, of-
fered those who had statfed the
Czar's armiss full opportunity to use
their skill and technical knowledge
in the service of the Soviet Unicn.
All it asked was loyalty to the new
regima. At the same time the Bol-
sheviks orened up unprecedented
cpportunities for the development of
new ‘‘experts” from the ranks of
unskilled labor.

Stafford does nol appear to be

familiar with the brilliant success

of this historical experience of the world.

working class in a backward country
or to have seen the immense possi-
bilities it indicates for technically
advarced countries like America.

When the labor movement turns
to independent political action and
finally establishes a Workers’ and
Farmers’ Government in the USA, 1
for one am completely confident
that the cverwhelming bulk of “the
experts” will be on the side of that
government. They will perform
miracles in the cause of freeing man-
kind from the shackles of capitalism,
including the not-so-miraculous, feat
of greatly expanding the number of
“experts” in America.

There will be no numeucally small
“elite”—a bottleneck iff production!
—but a swift expansion of industry
and along with it an enormous in-
crease, through mass adult educa-
tion, of the number of men and
women with know-how.

Under socialist planning the pro-
ductive capacity of industry will
prove so great that poverty will be
swiftly stamped out in America. The
working class and its allies will for
the first time in history be able to
settle down without fear of war or
depressions and really enjoy life.

Meanwhile, let Stafford and those
of his opinion begin giving- serious
consxd.,latlon to a ploblem that
every ‘‘expert’” must face if he cares
to be honest with himself: The capi-
talists are taking us with express
train speed straight toward the
abysa of a Third World War. How
are we to prevent them from carry-
ing out their plans?

Stafford didn’t spand enough time
thinking over that problem, other-
wise he could not have come up with
his inaccurate conclusions about The
Militant.

Daniel Leroy,
New York, N. Y.

Reader’s Ire Aroused
Over Stafford’s Views

So Stafford III thinks technicians
aren’t part of the working class.
All that means is he hasn’t had his
brains exploited yet, only his back.
Maybe that’s all he rates.

I say give the technicians a
chance to show what they can do
under socialism. Is Stafford III

helping to achieve that? If not,
keep him out of our hair. Haven't
we got enough plagues without

weak-minded, doubting Thomases
popping off in the Workers’ Forum?
Indignant

New York, N. Y.

Stafford Letter Brings
“Qld Traps” to Mind

Editor:

Mr. Stafford'ss letter “Cloud of
Doubt about Revolutionary Viec-
tory” reminds me of one of the old
traps to discourage the workers
against socialism: “The ignhorant
workers would mess things.” It’s
like other traps used to discourage
socialism: “Socialism would destroy
your home.”  “Socialism "is free
love.” “Socialists believe in divid-
ing up.” “Socialism would destroy
religion.” “Socialism and anarchy
are the same.”

Under world socialism we would
have world, national and commun-
ity councils (council means the same
as soviet in Russian.) No sensible
worker in a council would like to
have a president runing an eleva-

tor, or an elevator operator being a
president. Nonsense, Mr. Stafford.
The intellectual and manual

workers now do the work of the

And I know of no reason

“Come and meet other

‘Militant’ Readers at these Local Activities of

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

AKRON—2nd floor, 8 S. Howard
St. Open Mon. through Friday,
3 to 5:p.m.; Saturdays 2 to 4 p.m,

BOSTON—30 Stuart St.. Open Sat-
urdays 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.; Tuesdays
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

BUFFALO — Militant Forum, 629
Main St., 2nd floor. Phone MAdi-
son 3960. Open every afternoon
except - Sunday.

CHICAGO—T177 W. Adams (corner
Halsted). Open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m,
daily, except Sunday. Phone
Dearborn 4767. Library, book-
store.

CLEVELAND — Militant Forum
every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. at Peck’s
Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St.. (off Wade
Park Ave.).

DETROIT — 6108 Linwood Ave,,
phone ‘TY. 7-6267. Open Monday
through Saturday, 12 to 5 p.m.
Current events forum and open
house, Saturday from 8 p.m.

FLINT—215 E. Ninth St., Flint 3,
© Mich. Open Monday through
Friday, 5 to 9 pm.

LOS ANGELES—Militant publish-
ing Assn., 316% W. Pico Blvd.
Open daily, 12 noon to 5 p.m.
Phone Richmond 4644.

SAN PEDRO — Militant publishing
Assn.,—1008 S. Pacific, Room 214.

LYNN, Mass. — 44 Central Square,
Room 11. Discussion every Tues-

“day 7:30 p.m.; open Saturdays
_ 1-6 p.m.

MILWAUKEE—Militant Bookshop,
608 S. 5 St. Open 12 to 4:30 p.m.;
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Mondays thru
Fridays.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 South 4th St.,
open 10 a.m, to 6 p.n. daily ex-
cept Sunday, Phone Main 71781
Library, bookstore.

Sunday Forums, 3:30 p.m.

NEW HAVEN—Labor School, 855
Grand Ave., 3rd floor. Open every
Monday, 8 to 10:30 p.m.

NEWARK — 423 Springfield Ave.
Phone BIgelow 3-2574. Library and
reading room open week nights,
7-10 pm.

Friday night forum, 8:30.

NEW YORK CITY HQ., 116 Uni-
versity Place, GR. 5-8149.

HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St. Room
23. MO. 2-1866.

Every Thursday
sion, 8 p.m.

Open Discus-

BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave,, 1st
floor, phone TI 2-0101.

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton St.,
Phone ST. 3-7433.

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St., phone
CH 2-9434.

QAKLAND, Cal.—Meetings Wednes-
day. Odd Fellows Temple, 410-11th
St. . For information write to P.O.
Box 1351.

PHILADELPHIA —1303-05 W. Gi-

rard Ave., 2nd floor. Open daily.
Friday forum, 8 p.m. Phone Stev-

PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave., 2nd
gloor. Phone Court 6060
Open meetings every 1st and
third Sundays at 3:30 p.m.
Marxist Study Class every
Thursday 7-9 p.m. 1418 Fifth Ave.

SAN DIEGO—Headquarters 432 F
St., R. 213. Open Tuesday, Thurs-
day & Saturday, 1 to 5 pm;
Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 7
to 9 p.m.

SAN FRANCISCO — 1739 Filimore
St., 4th floor, San Francisco 15.
Open noon tO 4:30 pm. except
Sunday. Phone PI 6-0410.

SEATTLE—1919% Second Ave. Open
10:30 a.m. to 2:30. p.n. Mon.
dhrough Fri.,, 12 to 5 p.m. Sat.

Phone SE 0453 Library, book-
store.

Wednesdays, 8 p.m, Basic Tram-
ing Class.

ST. LOUIS—1023 N. Grand Blvd,
Room 312. Forums, Fridays, 7:30—
10 p. m. Phone Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St., St. Paul
2, Phone Garfield 1137. Open
daily 2:30-9:30 p.m.

TACOMA, Wash, — Meetings every
Wednesday, 8 p.m., at Odd Fellows
Hall, 6th and Fawecett. Discus-
sions on current topics. For infor-
mation, write P.O. Box 1073.

TOLEDO — 113 St. Clair St., 2nd
floor. Open daily.

YOUNGSTOWN — 115 E. Federal
Bldg., Room 302, Youngstown 3,

Of ¢

;The M111tant will be 19 years
old on- November 15,
That is indeed an occasion to
celebrate.” We know that be-
cause of soaring production
costs, the publication of our paper
is in jeopardy.
early hard times, however, the -fi-
nancial difficulties facing us now
can -be more easily overcome; be-
cause today we have thousands of
loyal friends. and sympathizers to
count on, unlike those days of iso-
lation when we had only a handful.

I can remember the days when
George or Sam edited The Militant

single-handed and - Charlie - worked .

through the. nights on au wd
broken-down linotype machine to
produce it. In those days the Stal-
inists beat our dlstrlbutms, tore up

our papers, broke up our meetings, |

slandered and vilified us, calling us
“fascists,” with only a.courageous
militant here and there voicing a
rrotest. It is different today. Then
came the hardest blow of all—the
GPU assassinated our teacher and
leader, Lepn Trotsky.

During the war years the govern-
ment also tried to silence our voiges.
Becau=e of their opposition to im-
perialist war, leaders of the SWP
were indicted, and tried, and 18
were imprisoned. The second class
mailing rights of The Militant were
suspended for a time.

But this persecution was of no
avail. The Militant fearlessly con-
tinued to tell the truth. Its sup-
porters fearlessly continued to dis-
tribute it and discuss with those
who would listen. The paper sur-
vived and we are now about to
celebrate its nineteenth birthday,
proving that truth is stronger than
physmal force and prevails in the
end.

The Militant has grown in influ-
erce, improved in content and is
well on the way to becoming the
leading paper of the masses.

It's been a rough road we trav-
2led. The stretch ahead is not
smooth, But we are full of confi-
dence. The American workers are
moving out onto the political field
as an inderendent class force. His-
tory is with us.

Eranches of the Socialist Workers
Party have pledged to raise a $15,~
000 Fund to honor the nineteenth
Lirthday of The Militant. We are
calling on, all subscribers and read-
ers to help raise and increase this
sum. We need all the a1d we can
get.

Send your contrxbutlox‘k today.
Make it your birthday glft to The
Militant.

why they could not do it under
council rules.

Under capitalism there are many
skilled and learned persens who do
not have an opportunity to apply
their skill and knowledge. Those
persons would make leaders and
educators under socialism.

Under socialism there is no un-
empioyment. The more workers the
shorter the work week. The work-
ers (white or colored) get their
necessities from the stockpiles made
by labpr. Each community has a-
distributing system to deliver the
supplies to the workers’ homes.

Socialism means production for
use, not for profit, an end to the
exploitation of humans by humans.
When socialism is established there
shall be plenty of minds and hands
to make and «istribute the mate-
rial securities. And from the mate-
rial securities many of the intel-
lectual comforts come.

Jarvis Duserhery
Rochester, N, .

If You Like
THE MIL.{ ANT
Pass It Along
To A Friend

TWIN CITY FORUMS
"The Workers' Town Meeting"
Ist Sunday of month
ST. PAUL
540 Cedar St.
2nd, 3rd, 4th Sundays
MINNEAPOLIS
10 So. 4th St.

3:30 p. m.

Discussion Supper
Admission frece

11947,

Compared with the |

ineteen Years
ilitant

$15, 000

Branch

ST. LOUIS
Newark
Oakland
Milwaukee
Buffalo
Philadelphia
New York

Tacoma
Twin Cities
Akron
Boston
Flint
Youngstown
Cleveland
Seattle
Pittsburgh
West Virginia
Detroit

Massillon-Canton
Reading
San Diego

AIlentown-Bethlehem .

" Scorehoard For
Militant Fund
Quota Pald Percent
.. $ 50 $ w2 144
. 500 254 51
. 250 128 51
. 200 98 49
. 600 98 49
. 300 125 42
. 4,500 1,810 40
. 25 10 40
. 25 10 40
. 1,000 1380 38
. 300 107 36
. 275 99 - 36
. 200 71 35
. 600 - 200 33
. 250 80 32
300 b " 96
150 30 20
. 25 5 20
.. 600 100 17
. 150 26 17
.. 1500 217 14
. 1,500 150 10
. 1,250 131 10
. 125 10 8
200 12 6
75 0 0
. 50 0 0
. 100 0 0
. 100 0 0
$4,451 30%

"TOTAL THROUGH OCT. 20

| future mobilizations.

”sbu
| feel lost, w1thput it.

| tant around in the shop and posts

Branth Moblllzatlons oy
Boost Subs and Bundles

Election campaigns and the re-
sumption of branch mobilizations,
after  the vacation season, are
speeg{ix}g up the sale of Militant
subscriptions and bundles.

San Francisco ordered 500 copies
of last week’s issue for its election
campaign and the previous week
Philadelphia tock 3,000 copies while
Toledo and New York took 200 ex-
tra. copies each.

b3 Ed Ed

“I am really proud,” wrote Carol
Andrews, Milwaukee Militant man-
ager, ‘“‘of the good job! the comrades
did this past week and at the Sun-
day mobilization.” She sent 15
renewals and two new subs, after
five. the previous week.

“At Sunday night branch meet-
ings we have sub-getters report on
their experiences and. the reaction
of readers: - This helps train new
members and builds enthusiasm for
For instance,
You can imggine how good I felt
when a subscriber renewed and said
he ‘had been reading The Militant
i usly for two years and would

“‘Another said he passes The Mil-

its, cartoons on the shop bulletin
bogrq ‘He prg;nlsecl to try to get
some subs. He also bought tickets
to our Hallowe’en party.”
® % ok
On his way to mail two new subs,
J. W. C, of Kewanee I1l., “met a

INTERNAL WEAKNESSES SLOW
IEMBERSHIP DRIVE OF NAACP

By J. Blake

All over the country persons seriously concemed with
the Negro struggle are begmnmg to ask privately, and in
some cases publicly: Why is the NAACP membership drive
to “Make It A Million” lagging?

Although up to now most of the NAACP leaders have |
ostrich policy+

followed the
on this point, the only way to
solve the problems of the or-
ganization is to discuss them
and act on them, not to pretend
they don’t exist.

The Philadelphia Tribune was
absolutely correct in opening the
discussion in its columns and in
editorializing, when criticized: “The
NAACP Set-up, Public or Private?”

Similarly, the New Orleans Senti-
nel in its Aug. 16 issue seriously at-
tempted to come to grips with the
problem of the membership lag
with an analysis of the fact that
Texas, the state with about one
million Negroes, was 19,000 short of
its goal of 55,000 members on Juneé

30, scheduled closing date of its
d.rive' G i ok
MASS BASE NEEDED i

The title of the Sentinel editorial
was “Warning for a Broader Base.”
It called for broadening the base
of the NAACP’s plan of operations.
This is a recognition of the neéd
to make the NAACP function as a
mass organization of the Negro
people, struggling for concrete gains

for the masses and not merely for

isplated civil rights legal victories
frem which benefits may eventually
trickle down to the Negro rank and
file.

Regardless of the ierits of the
particular suggestions of this edi-
terial, the tendency it represents is
a true reflection of the heart of the
NAACP problem—its internal weak-
ness in program and in organiza-
tion.

True, this is not the only reason
for the lag. There is also the ob-
jective situation in which we find
ocurselves, a period generally char-
acterized by a lack of mass actions
on a nstional scale in the labor
movement. The political reaction
inhibits militancy in the Negro
struggle as well as in the working
class as a whole.

The economic condition of the
massés grows worse as living costs
keep rising, the housing crisis re-
mains unrelieved, and working con-
ditions and the union are being at-
tacked by bosses smelling blpod. It
is, unfortunately, true that the
workers’ mass organizations, both
labor and Negro, have not yet
broken through the roadblock of the
two reactionary parties with their

own independent political action,
with a Labor Party that could meet

O. Open 11-4:30 Monday through

enson 5820

Saturday. Phone 3-1355.

Won’t You Help The Militant?

CLIP COUP@N—MAIL TO-DAY

The Militant Fund
116 University Pl.
‘New York 3, N. Y.

Enclosed find $—

its fight for a world of peace and plenty for all.

to help THE MILITANT in

the political attack of their enemies
head on.

INTERNAL WEAKNESS

But this situation could not by||
itself stem the NAACP’s growth gnd_

membership drive if the organlza-
tion did not have serious internal
weaknesses.

The need for a mass orgamzatxon b

for struggle is clear to everyone who

knows how badly unemployment |

and depressmn have already struck
Negro communities; how
ingly common “whites only” has be-
come as hiring pelicy for all kinds
of jobs; how acute the housmg
crisis is in Negro commumtles
hemmed in by race restrlctlve cove-

nants; how brazenly brutal pollce,

have become in trying to put Ne-
groes “back in their place.”

But the NAACP is not tackling

the needs of the masses who could
“Make It A Million.” For the most
part, the NAACP is still ruled by
and for the “talented tenth.”
- Its organizational structure is a
monstrosity that makes it difficult
for the ranks to exert pressure on
the leadership to compel action on
the burning issues of the day. The
practically self-perpetuating Board
of Directors has more authority
than the national convention of
delegates from all the branches.

A glaring demonstration of this
fact was the recent action of the
Board of Directors in rejecting the
action of the national convention
last June which set up a committee
to bring in proposals te the next
convention for constitutional revi-
sion along more democratic lines,
including election of the Board by
the convention itself. Under the
present constitution the Board of
Directors has the aidthority for such
a tyrannical act.g

LEADERSHIP AN OBSTACLE
Another aspect of the internal
weakness of the NAACPR is the lead-
ership of the organization from -the
top down, with a few exceptions.
Here personified is the talented . (?)

tenth. . Doctors, lawyers, teachers,
morticians, post office workers,
preachers, real estate men  and

businessmen dominate the executive |

boards. While most of the mem-
bers of the organization are plain
ordinary workers, they have been
given little or insufficient repre-
sentation on the executive boards.

Many of these professional and
middle class elements have a role
to play on the executive boards, but
some of them act only as conserva-
tive obstacles to the launching of
the kind of militant struggles that
could attract not only a million, but
millions of Negroes to the NAACP.

And there’s the rub.  Militant
struggles are not needed for an or-
ganization which limits itself to
raising funds for court tests on civil
rights and for pressuring Democrats
and Republicans to vote for pro-
gressive legislation. These thmgs
are necessary, but they don’t lead to
involving the Negro masses in

struggles to solve their own pressing |

problems.

And that is the chief internal
weakness in the NAACP problem,
the weakness that undermines the
membership drive at a time when
the Negro masses nheed-more-than

‘series will discuss some serious pro-
posals, organizational and program-

ever an orgamzatlon of active and:
mlhtant struggle.
The next and final article in this

matic, for building the NAACP.

increas- ||

‘French Longshoremen
Help Indo-Chinese

. PARIS, Oct. 7—Dockers at the
port of La Pallice last week re-
fused to load munitions and sup-
-plies destined for French troops
fighting in Indo-Chinese. The
Tretskyist  weekly, La Verite,
prints'an open letter hailing this
action of international solidarity,
which has been sent to the La
Pallice longshoremen by 450 Viet
Namese Workerg toiling in the
labor camp at Fontenay-le-
Compte.

| pieces of literature at a Wa

fellow and *had his sub, teo, before
I got the other cards. in the mai
box. )
but if you keep after them you.can

get the dollar.”  J. W.-C. i
hand at it. ‘“Been<at it sin
he says. ““Used to

{1 o
subs for ths Appeai to Reas
waukee Leader and Chicago
ist. And I'll get some more.”

® * £

Sam Taylor, Chicago reader,
sent new subs Yor two fnends An
Virginia and Wisconsin.
B Ed £

Minneapolis Branch sent eight
subs, five for a full year.
EIE ¥

Lynn, (Mass.) Branch has “start-
ed our sub campaign by cleaning up
all our renewals. We have already
seen 18 people and abtained -five
renewals. You can expect to hear
from us regularly as we are going
out every Sunday,” writes Mary
Paule. ‘

® * q F
Milton Genecin of Toledo sent
four one-year renewals. ‘““These

were obtained Saturday night at
the first forum in our new weekly
series.”
® ok % |

Boston agent Rena Breshi-
10 renewals and one new sub. “Belle
Patch obtained nine of these, She’s -
a real go-getter. One was sold -at
our last social.” ' '
Oakland increased its weekly bun-
dle order by 10 copies. Beverly also
sent four subs and reported “One
of the Johnson group’ who recently
joined us is a terrific saleslady. Sl;e
sells 20 where others sell five. W
expect she’ll. really build up our

sales. We're starting monthly Red
Sundays. ‘Hope to show some rea
results.”’

* 3 *

Five new subs from Los Angeles,
South Side Branch, Were “just to
show that after a short respite from
last month’s sub campalgn
after the wonderful time ey
had at the West Coast
School, the South Side is gettmg
back into harness,” wrote Ed Smith.
£ £ b

St. Paul branch was especially
pleased about one of the recent
new subs. The subscriber, wrote
Winifred Nelson, “first came to ou
Trotsky Memuorial meeting,
the notice in the daily paper. Ther
he bought a copy of Trotsky’s
elution Betrayed and a copy of the
paper.”  He subsdribed by mail,
£ *

New Haven Blanch sold about 200,

meeting "Oct. 8, including a bund!e,
cf Militants and the pamphlets
Build a Labor Party New and Fight
the Slave Labor Law.

Swabeck’s Article in FI |
A Must for Unionists

Every American unionist who is concerned about the cuy
rent Big Business attack on labor should read Arme Swabec

penetratmg article, “Two Pages

in the Sept.-Oct. issue of Fourth International.
artlcle draws vital lessons for+ -

present and future struggles
by examining the Pnoncer
Period of the Eighties, when
unions were first firmly established
in the U. 8., and the Thirties, when
the CIO was born.

Swabeck shows that in both of
these periods the intervention of
the revolutionary forces played on
the revolutionary forces played an
1mportant and sometlmes decisive
role, That is the staltmg pomt for
his examination of labor’s tasks and
problems today, for its course now
will again depend in large measure
on the conscious intervention of
the revolutionary forces.

In this light he illuminates the
following questions: The tendency

of modern trade union organizations

from American Labor Hxstory
Thxs t1mely‘

to dlaw closer to the y
and the need to intensify the fig
for union democracy and inde

the kind of program that wu
Late the rise of a left wing and new
leadership in the unions. :
There is plenty of food for
thought in this article. It -should °
receive a wide circulation among
unionists. Single copies of the mag-
avine cost 25¢; a year’s subscrlptxonk
$1. Write to 116 University PL,
New York 3, N. Y. ‘

Militant

30th Anniversary Meetings
RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

Hear a discussion of:

The Marshall Plan

The Crisis in the UN
Stalin's "Information Bureau"
Rise of De Gaulie in France

NEW YORK
Speakers: Wm. F. Warde, George Clarke

WEDNESDAY, Nov. 5, 8 P. M,

Beethoven Hall, Fifth St. and Third Ave,.

NEWARK
Speaker: John G. Wright
FRIDAY, Nov. 7, 8:30 P. M.

423 Springfield Ave.

TOLEDO

SATURDAY, Nov. 8, 8 P, M.

113 St. Clair, 2nd floor

Chorus




’ i(ury ;of a Steel Worker{'“ :

B

“I've got a wife and two kids ? he‘;

stammered. . “We’'ll’ nee d some
room”.
“Of course said “the mah

“What part of the City do. you
want. to- live in?” » /.
Jimmy’s lip curled - slightly.
“Only one part I can live in"’
The. man raised his eyebrows
“What part do you mean?”. he
asked. :
. That man’s crazy, Jimmy
thoﬁg‘ht He said patiently, “Over where the colored
- people, hve, naturally.”
"*Genume‘ beWilderment spread over the man’s: face.
1 ; you mean segregation of comrades with
. like under capitalism" Does that
. today?”. he asked ok
are you talking about?”” asked Jimmy
iserimination » the man went on, “Why, that
ut- long ‘ago after the Somalist Revolu-

{:] of us is’ crazy, Jimmy thought

curious»r “Let’s see that house,” he sdid. :
,"“"‘We’ll look -at the one ‘on Debs. Parkway first »
the man” said. ’

-Debs Parkway ran at right angles to. the lake,
ending at a-‘shady highway overhung with “tall’ trees
: next to the beach. The sun was bright on .the water.
“’I‘his house rents-for $65 a month,” the man said

“What good. does ‘that do me?” asked Jimmy
“Why, you -earn $135 a week; don’t .you?” .
immy - gasped. - He reached . into his . pocket and
pulled out a ¢heck” stub He looked ‘at it. It said
135! R0 TR

& TeMaybe I’m crazy," Jimmy said. “I thought I was
brlngmg home about $45 a week.” . -

'I'he man’™ ‘poked Jimmy’s, shoulder and laughed
uproai iously. “$45 a week! Why, nobody’s. earned that
little since-the-installation -of the Wworkeérs and. Farm-

¢s:CGiovernment, back in 1955.” 5 ¥ g W
immys head: spun. They went into the house

But he was

t )suns glare anrl heat was gone. .
9 'Jlmmy asked.

looked at him in surprise

all homes ‘and buildings”

: I havent ‘been-. very -wéll . lately,”

stamm i‘ed

tell“me what else nll Homes have.”

The man-, smiled sympathetically “Well first
air conditioning, then automatic heat, built-in televi-
sion - in' every ioom radio-telephones in eVery room,
Cosmic—” ;

“WHheén was..the, revolutlon"" Jimmy interrupted

41955, The peoples of .the. world could no longer
stand war povetry. discrimination, -oppression..
Whats the. matter with- you, comrade?” .

Jimrdy didnt ‘answer . the question His ears were
ringing, “and the -ringing grew louder -and louder
until. the noise hurt. He flung out his arm against

the sound. His hand struck the alarm clock, and he

woke up with a start
% 1= *

Jimmy lay in bed depressed The great Ttalian
poet Dante, had said that. there is'no greater sorrow
than - remembering happv times * when - in misery.
Jimmy nad: never read Dante but that was the way
he -felt.

" Gutside »-"hlSL window ‘a street light glared coldly

i against ‘the ‘window pane duste\d with the red-brown

powder - that drifted" over from. the_blast - furnaces.
He switéhed. on the light next to the bed and saw
the contents ‘bt his | pants pockets on the dresser.
Lylng the S last check stub .. . for $45.28.
~He' pushed aside - the memory of his dream and

leaped out ot bed. He dressed quickly and heated up
yesterday s eoffee. . “It's still capitalisim,” he thought.
“I’ve~ st go to get out.and- get to work -and see if’

An some ‘ovértime on the furnace so I

englnev in tlie .steel pl nt. He picked up his lunch

pail, /¢ “ door” behind Him, and walked away
. from hlsrd_ . owu mortgaged house toward the steel
plant tx :

r’>M1111“QllS of hearts beat in unison when Jackie
_ Robinson went. down the baseline. to - stéal” arlother
‘ bag for ‘the Dodgers It seems to us that. the. Neg:ro‘
o people were cheermg “Jackié .not.

Xly because of ‘his skill as -4 _ball
player Not merely becduse he Whs
one of their ' own: making " good.
Not merely because Yie was-a:1iv-
ing refutation of thé; theories of
white - supremacy And not only

] ; g a- trail against Jim Crow that would go
831 yond the ball-park... -

far:

stand up  and play-. ball Dbefore «the- ‘eyes; of . sthe
' whole ‘country under the conditions Jackie was forced
i nclure" "Who can deny that it takes guts to per-
form ‘after the endless petty persecutions the galling
actions’ of: arrogance and® prejudice, the « continuihg
gation in fact if not in form" Who can deny
e is adlghter? i :

do riot beheve that his fight — gallant as i‘

amed it, wou’ld - Jackie's fight- will not break down
sions in ndustry generally, in housmg — not+ even
e world-of sport. It is. ot the kind“of a fight
can lick the Jim Crow system, that is the capi-
st system R

: legi and’ bring ' opportunity.’ and. equality Ao’ the
1 lion requ1res something else It requires piogram

_because of the belief - that Jackie‘

-t séems.to us that. Jackie was also being ‘¢h red &
is: courage,. Who can deny that‘ it. takes “moxie”

achieve the- ends ' many. believed,: or, at: vleast tal

. of racial discrimination;in the profes-‘

“The fight that will make the name of ; Rdbmson kN

3 ,n” that can’ lead the fight to
And t dt "ltekes courage — and _plenty- of it.

ay’be ‘at the moment Hot how
it means hard WOrk wlth

2 i

‘éxcept”
S 16l anS“ walkihg a picket line to

ppOSition of drunks and hecklers
The Mili‘lmt, viSiting
It means the

: of the; multitudes »Yet it is these
will- educate ‘the” masses: of the
(orkmgs of; the Jim Crow capitalist

i\v~‘i

3 1o An o belittle. Jackie ‘We are
ng-,0f-. ther.qualities that ' aré. ‘neéded to prevent
i ng an, isolated qand temporary figure

b
We. areqconvinceﬂ and confident, mllllonSszll have
K at’ day ‘comes, equality will not
only ‘on’ a ball field but a living

realitw in”ev fyswalkc of life.
Ha we're in there today cheering for Bob

A short time ago, a. young fellow came into the

he first time he’ had -stepped, into a
partys headquarters and he was
full of questions - about the . So-
cialist Workers Party —its. prin-

really want to hear -my explana-
tion of the need for working class
control of production as an answer
to. capitalist anarchy. He was too
anxious to tell me ‘why socialisin
couldn’t. work. In his university
'psychology classes, he had learn-
3 low scores, that ' workers make on

Dg you wonder where a young student gets these
igoted ideas at such an early -age? . Look at what
mversxty textbook has-to say.on-this subject
S. Ellis in “The Psychology ‘of ' Individual Dif-
ences”..passes off this weird mixture as Wisdom
Le“From T the _viewpoint . of the psychology of indi—
: vndual diﬁerences, the theory of communism is clear-

“1y 7 untenable. .
‘and dislikes dre inporn and ineradicable — though
not “of  course, unmodifiable’ — and: under ‘steh con-

’not provide for "differences .iri the rewands -of
-Consider, for example, the problem of hous-
: SOme men are quite content to llVe in’ Shacks

By Grace

Minneapolis headquarters- to-deliver our new telephbne €n

cipleés and program.-But he didn’t :

“Diffé¥ences in abilitiés «and: in" llkes :

1is; “Nno- economic system Will be" workable which i

to earn’ money to_buy. paint to paint
their houses g 'l’lle communist ideal is impossible
with men a8’ they are. -It never has worked and
2 * There: need - be no serious fear that it
will ever eread Iar among, an intelligent people.”
‘And what'is ‘the ‘“‘evidence” upon which Professor
Ellis bases: these strange conclusions? = Chiefly upon
intelligence test : results,” which give workers lower
1Q’s. than. business -or - professwnal men and Negroes
lower- IQ's than whites, - A. strict hereditarian, Ellis
thinks that tich people are -rich because they were

Jborn smart and spoor. people gre- poor because they
- were, horn unintelhgent- and have stayed that way

all ‘their lives.. .
‘s But before any student accepts Ellis conclusions
uncritically, he should examine the: basic assumptions

,of intelligence testing .Psychologists: do not measure

mtelligenoe dlrectiy but indirectly, . Mental tests only
meagure -What -the individual has learned. An indi-
“vidual who ‘has not had normal educational and cul-
tural~ opportunities at’ home and’in school is greatly
handicapped in taking an ‘intelligence -test and the
.resultmg JIntelligénce. Quotient or IQ will not be a
true Anegsure of his real native ability.

There is no doubt. but-that there are native dif-

a corner n all’ of ‘the. native intelligence! However,
it 4 _easy to see why.-the rich rulers of our-society
to  have young people taught the kind" of lies

xémplified” in ‘the -éxérpt from “The Psychology of
;Individual Differencesl” It is their progiam of planned
ignorance' N

¢

| Notes from " the News |

INFLATION ANSWER — R. J. Thomas, candidate
for the presidency of the CIO United Auto Workers
‘at next month’s convention, has called for a_cost-

: of-living bonus to. meet rising
priees,

* £ *

TERMINAL ‘LEAVE :PAY — By
Oct. 7, Worlkd War II veterans had ;
. cashed in over half of their term-
i~‘ mal leave bonds.

* * * & :
. OUR PROTECTORS — Chief of
olice ‘Oscar Day of Yellow Springs, Ohio has been
rrested for theft. .
® * * x &
APITALIST CONSISTENCY Wall. Streeter
orrestal, Secretary of -Defense, lashed out. against
“police states” in a speech before the N. Y. Herald
Tribune Forum and wound up by calling for peace-
time conscriotion

S B 3 o
L ANOTHER PAYTRIOT CAUGHT — Millionaire
Eugene B. 'Casey, .wartime - executive _assistant to

Roosevelt was conVicted of income tax evasion. Casey
did not, contest the charges that he had cheated the
government -out, ‘of. $70, 384, Treasury officials then
revealed that they ‘had discovered another $105,000

owing® to | them -Casey’s- sentence? A $30,000 fine

and- six months in Jail...
* E3 *

WHERE YOUR MONEY GOES. — In case you
didnt “suspect, it, eorporation profits for the first
two - quaiters of 1947 were higher than those of the
last quarter of 1946, . Corporate profits for first
six months of . 1947 are estimated at 56% billion
dollars - ;

* * *

UNITY IN ACTION — A United Labor Political
Committee has: been set up by AFL, CIO and inde-
pendent unions in, Florida. The move was initiated
by the State AF‘L

* * #

S’I‘R P TEASERS COVERED — The New Jersey
Supreme ‘/Court has ruled that strip- tease artists
who" work regularly in -one .theater are entitled to
the benefits -of unemployment compensation,

“Alr
“of course !

! Jimmy
‘;1 forget things how and then Just you

: rathei rest at ease than to put forth .

n. ‘intélligence: -But-the “rich -do not have .

LArea Rent Office “has become an

HE MILITAN
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4 More CIO Councdil
Begins

Sitdown Strike in New

Yoi‘k

ordered them out.

picket line. New York police helped scabs to crash through the line.

Here are some of the more than 90 members of Local 65 of the CIO Wholesale and Warehouse
Workers who refused to quit the plant after the Brooklyn Industrial Con{piner shut off the power and
The sitdown was precipitated bby the lockout of 11 of their fellow unionists. ’
left the plant after a week when an injunction was handed down against them, and set up a mass

They

(Federated Pictures)

New Yorkers Urged
+ By SWP Candidate

To Keep PR Voting

By Robert Williams
SWP Candidate for State Senate,
* 23rd Senatorial District, N. Y.
‘ NEW YORK, Oct. 22—The reactionary bi-partisan cru-
sade to eliminate Proportional Representation in elections for
the City Council is fundamo*itally anti- lahor and must be
stopped
-All the anti communist hysteria cannot obscure the real
intent of the campaign against :

PR, For 'décades Tammany
Hall dominated City Hall with
a coerrupt iand anti-labor gang
ruling - the ‘wroost.. The o:panized
labor movemdent and the Negro peo-
ple ; didn’t haye - the .ghost of a
chance of ‘getting' their foot in "the
city;council deor.. Under the “Rot-
ten- Borough” system of rlecting
Aldermen, the A. D.s were rigged
in favor of the machine. When a
third party got strong enough to
elect a representative, the district
was . quickly rezoned.

The fact *hat Iiepublicans and
Democrats march side by side
against PR reveals that the hand
directing the show is Wall Street’s,
and not merely the political bosses
as the liberals pretend.

The hue and cry against “Com-
munists”’ should fool no one for
there have seldom been more do-
cile, respectable and ‘‘responsible’
time-servers on the Council than
the Stalinist representatives. Wall
Street wants its rule over all gov-
ernmental agencies free of opposi-
tion of any kind. It is particularly
fearful of genuine independent la-
wor politics that might arise in the
~oming years. Above all, the Wall

while his party and his most imme-
diate assistants are out wielding an
axe against PR. Labor was ‘never
anvthing but a poor relation in the
stinking alliances made with the

capitalist parties. Now it’s being

shown the door—that’s the mean-

ing of the campaign to end PR.
There are two ways to save what

Street gang wants to keep its two- little ¢)p:mocracy remains in this
sarty dictatorship intact and un-|city.

disturbed. Save PR by voting ‘NO’ on Nov.
Let the crawling ALP, Liberal 4!

“Build a genuinely independent
Labor Party in the city and in the
nation!”

and Stalinist leaders tell the work-
ars why O’'Dwyer, whom they put in
City - Hall, is quiet as the grave

Chicago Tenants Fight
Rent-Gouge Practices

CHICAGO, Oct. 21—Nine
checks totaling $995 were dis-

agency . for raising rents instead of
controlling rents and that tenant:
could expect little relief or protec-

tributed at last week’s regular | ;. from it.  She based this
monthly council meeting of | charge on the grounds that land-
‘he North Side- Tenants League, | lords’ agplications for rent in-

1348 Broadway, &s repayment to
tenants who had been compelled to
yay “illegal “bonuses” for arart-
nents. This brought the total
ymount of ‘““bonus’’ repayments re-
sovered for tergnts through the
eague t0.$3,665.

A report was given on a visit
‘0 the Area Rent Office by a com-
nittee sent to protest ‘‘hardship
rent increases” recently granted the
‘andlords of Sterling. Apartments,
\‘-.105 Sheridan Rd., and Michigan
‘3oulevard Garden Apartments, 54
T. 47 St. The League had demand-
2d suspension of the rent increase
orders pending a re-examination
md hearing at which tenants would
a2ave the opportunity to contest the
ralidity of the. ‘hardship” claims
if the landlords and inspect the
sooks submitted by the landlords.

The Areca Rent Office agreed to a
‘e-examination in these cases but
‘efused to revoke the rent increase
srders and denied tenants permis-
don to inspect the landlords’ rec-
wds.

Mrs. Mildred- Gardella, secretary
of the League, charged that the

creases are granted almost auto-
matically, while tenants are not
notified or consulted and have tc
wait many months for action on
their complaints and then rarely
get favorable results.

An example is the Sterling Apart-
ments. In March the tenants of
basement apartments applied fo:
rent ‘reductions; their applications
have not vet been acted on. Ye!
the landlord apnlied for a rent in-
crease on Sept. 17 nnd got an 119
‘“substantial hardship’ increase 12
days later, on Sept. 29.

On the basis of this report a
three-point plan of -action to hold
the line on rents was adopted by
the council. This includes a reti-
tion to the Office of Housing EX-
rediter in Washington, a series of
mass meetings throughout the city,
and a mass picket line with other
organizations in front of the Area
Rent Office.

The council also voted to demand
the immediate passage of, an air-
tight rent control bill by ‘the City
Council, to go into effect when and
if the Federal Rent Act eXplltS on
Feh. 28, 1948,

Hits Brutality
Against Negroes
By New York Cops

NEW YORK, Oct. 23 —
Commissioner Wallander’s

“Police
white-

uel W. Simonette proves once again
that intimidation and. terrorism are
_part of an official and calculated
policy of the Democratic adminis-
tration of . this city towards the
Negro people,” Robert Williams, So-
cialist Workers Party candidate for
State Senator, declared in a state—
ment today. ’

“It proves also that much more
than pleading and petitioning and
investigating is needed to put an
end to this KKK policy of the City
of New York. To expect Wailander
to discipline cops for carrying out
the instructions of the Police De-
partment is like expecting Pontius
to veto the actions of Pilate.

“The Negro people of New York,
together with the labor movement
which suffers the same brutalities
on the picket line, must launch a
movement to enact laws to make
the police criminally liable for thcir
actions before the courts.

“But that alone will be insuffi-
cient. In a conference on police
brutality . called by Ben. Davis in
the summer of 1946, the representa-
tives of the Socialist Workers Party
proposed mass actions to take the
form of mass demonstrations, mass
delegations to City Hall to culmi-
nate in a one-day tieup of Harlem.
The proposal was carried, but the
Stalinists responsible for'the con-
ference failed to carry out the
manidate of the delegates.

“What has happened since that
time proves how. correct those pro-
posals were. Let’s stop begging and
get some real actions going right
now.”

How to Vote for
SWP in New York

To vote for Robert Williams,
Socialist Workers Candidate for
State Senate in the 23rd Sena-
torial District, go to the polls
on Nov. 4 and pull the lever on
the bottom line of the ballot.

A vote for Robert Williams is
a vote against Jim Crow and
capitalism!

wash of the 'cops who slugged Sam- |,

in ten states will gather

lov.

CHICAGO, Oct. 22—-Labor and liberal forces are swmg-
ing into action throughout the country to defend James Hick-
man, Negro steel worker whose trial for shooting hlS landlord

has been postponed to' Nov. 5

Typical of the response from#

the unions were the demands
for Hickman’s release raised

last week by foun CIO Coun-
cils — Akron, Flint, Newark and
Bergen County, N. J. The Chicago
CIO Council has been actively de-
fending Hickman from the begin-
ning of the case.

The Flint CIO resolution, intro-
duced by Harrison Johnson, chair-
man of the Anti- Discrimination |
Committee of the Chevrolet Local
659 of the UAW, stated: “The fight
for Hickman is the fight for all
workers against the unscrupulous,
merciless, profit-gouging landlords
and realty interests who are re-
sponsible for the needless deplor-
able housing situation and are the
real criminals in this case.”

The resolutions, asking States At-
torney Tuohy to drop all charges
against Hickman, note that he was
convinced his landlord had delib-
erately set fire to his home in order
to effect his eviction; Hickman’s

‘four- children were burned to death

in this fire.

A number of Negro organizations
have also come out for Hickman’s
defense. Among these are the
NAACP branches in Flint; Morgan-
town, West Virginia; Pittsburgh
and Newark. A collection of $26
to help the defense was taken at
the Philedelphia NAACP meeting.

Other organizations giving their
aid in the last week included:

The Westinghouse local of the
CIO United Electrical Workers in
Buffalo; AFL District Nine Paint-
ers Council in New York City,
which donated $25 to the defense
campaign; Chevrolet UAW Local 659
in Flint; New Haven Branch of the
Socialist Workers Party which sent
$11.30 collected at a meeting; Twin
Cities, Minn., branch of the Work-
ers Defense League.

A Hickman Defense Committee
has  been established to mobilize
support in New Jersey. Headed by
prominent Negro, CIO and. AFL
leaders, it has sent out a call for
moral and financial support to aver
500 organizations in the state. Lat-
est additions to the New Jersey Ad-

visory Councli inciude: Martin Ger-" .-
ber, director of Region 9-A of the
UAW-CIO, and Sol D. Kapelsohn,
attorney for the State ©IO.. Local
2014 of the CIO Steel Workers has
donated $50 to help,initiate ‘the
committees work ‘in.
the Bergen County S
A similar body g planned
in Los Angeles. Ainong»those who
have agreed to serve. on it are:

“ Loren Miller, attomev and na-
tional authority on iestrictive cov-
encnts who will argue ‘the Sipes vs.
McGee case before the: U, 8. Su- .
preme Court next Month; James"
Anderson, chairman of the Eastside’
Labor Committee; John'*H. Dial,
Jr., and Woodrow Redo, respective-
ly director and treasurer of .the
Los Angeles Negro Labor Commit~
tee (CIQ); Sidney Smith;‘and Frank
Barnes, presidents respettively of
the San Pedro Wilmington and
Santa Monica branches: of “the

ers.

Others who have endorsed the
fight to save Hickman ‘are J
Price, regional director of the URE
CIO in Philadelphia; Rev ;
Muste of New York, and Fran
Barbaria, SWP candidate for M
of San Francisco.  ©

Resolutions, finance.
mation about local act
Hickman should be s
Hickman Defense Com
South Parkway, Chicag

Hickman’s, trial will begin Wed
nesday, Nov 5, at. 9 30, AM. at
Criminal Court Building, 26th &
California Sts., in the courtroom of
Judge Rudolf F. DeSOit 7th floor.

Burch Speaks In Newark
On Stalin’s New Bureau

NEWARK,Cct. 23-—Aithur Burch :
will speak on “WhatiIs Behind
Stalin’s - Informatio ureau?”’ at’
the ™ Militant Labor Forum, ‘423
Springfield - Ave., Newark, 'Frlday
night, Oct. 31, 8:30 :P. M.; .Admis-
sion is free. wte w iR

Demand Action on

Tresca Murder Case

Boston, Oct. 21 — A nation-wide
campaign to effect a solution of
the unsolved murder of Carlo Tras-
ca, crusading editor of an anti-
fascist Italian paper in New York,
will get under way here Sunday,
Nov. 2, when delegates {from at least
25 labor and liberal organizations
for an
all-day session at the Hotel Tour-
aine.

The object of the movement is
to galvanize the New York - City
police and District Attorney Frank
Hogan’s office into a new investiga-
tion of the Tresca Kkilling, widely
regarded as ‘a political munder.
Tresca, who had made numerous
bitter enemies because of his oppo-
sition to both the fascists and the
Stalinists, was slain in the 1943
dimout near the office of his paper,
)1 Martello (The Hammer).

Messages from Italy voicing sym-
pathy and support, signed by sev-
eral hundred union officials and
members and well-known profes-
sional men and women, have been
received by the arrangements com-
mittee. In Italy on the same day,

CARLO TRESCA

a meeting to honor :Tresca’s mem-
ory will be held in Sulmona, the
Abruzzi province town where he
was born.
Plars for
San Francisco, New
elsewhere,
cussed.

similar confeiences in
Orleans and
are already being dis-

#

TRAINOR

BOSTON, Oct. 22— Law-|
rence P. Trainor’s campaign
for the Boston School Commit-
tee, which is endorsed by the
Socialist Workers Committee, is
bringing to the fore the, question
of what kind of education‘ children
are receiving in the public schools.

In a sreech over Station WHDH
‘ast night, Trainor quoted from
Ralph Harlow’s “Story of America,”
1 textbook used in the high schools,
;0 illustrate how children are mis-

educated on the most crucial ques-
tions of American history.

“Under the pressure of the early
trade unions the various state gov-
ernments were forced to ‘grant the
public school system as a conces-
sion to the working people,” Trainor
said. “This is a historical fact.
Yet not a word about this struggle
of our forefathers for free -educa-
tion is told to our school children.
Harlow’s history tries to tell us that
it came about through the gocii
intentions and work of a couple of
individuals like. Horace Mfinn and

DeWitt Clinton,”

SHOWS BOSTON

Similarly with the herocic strug-
“One

can search in vain in this book to
find a description of the brutal

gles to build trade unions.

working conditions that made union
organization necessary.” The true
story of the fight to establish unions
against the opposition of the gov-

ernment and the courts is never
taught the students. :
“There are 157,000 union mem-

bers in Boston. Is it asking too
much that their children be taught
the truth a})out trade unions? I
demand that a history of the Amer-
ican trade unions, sponsored by the
trade unions, be taught our chil-
dren — instead of the anti-labor
propaganda of the Chamber of
Commerce.”

Trainor hit especially hard at
the Harlow book for its insulting
statement that Negroes “accept”
and “do not worry” about the color
line, that is, race discrimination.
“I demand that it be immediately
removed from our schools.” Instead
¢f such a falsehood, I further de-

mand that our children be taught

that the federal government has

YOUTH ARE MISEDUCATED

failed to enforce the con’stitutional
rights of the Negro peob,le;”
Trainor showed that the history
of veterans after the first Amer-
ican revolution, in the Shays re-
bellion in the 1932 Bonus March,
book He showed that “the text~
books now in use fail to educate
our children on thereal cause of
war — the struggle for more profits
by America’s Sixty Ruling Families;
that they teach all kinds of false
and fanciful theories on: the na
ture of capitalism and depression.j

“We want our children to face
the future with confidence and de-
termination,” he:.conc 3¢ Hi
can they do this 'if ‘théy are no
taught the simple-truths of historyf
and of. economics? Society is in .
state of evolution. Théreis a stru
gle going on before our very eyes—
the struggle between decaying capi-

talism and a dawning socialist
world. One would think that under
these conditions a  responsible

School Committee would attempt to
educate our youth to prepare them

for the future. Let us teach the
truth!” TR

[IaRT—
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