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ickman's Freedom
ought in Chicago

'Mass Meeting Backs Defense;

Trial Postponed Until Oct. 27

CHICAGO, Sept. 28 — Today’s Hickman Defense Rally,
ended by almost 1200 people at the Metropolitan Commun-
ityChurch, roared approval to a resolution demanding that the
States Attorney drop the murde‘{ charges agamst James Hick-
man and free him “since he is guilty of no crime other than

the
se of decency.”
The trial of Hickman, who
hot his landlord because he
d him responsible for the
gath of Hickman’s four chil-
n in a fire last winter, was

ieduled to begin tomorrow
has been postponed until Oct.

"xxe _of the chief spgakers today
_Willard Motley, author of the
best-selling novel, “Knock on Aay
Joor,” and of a moving appeal for
e defense of Hickman (printed in
e Sept. 22 Militant). He attacked
ur s‘o‘cial‘ system which puts prof-
above human welfare” as the
chlef cause of such tragedles as the
Hickman case.

‘Motley also lashed out at such
tich liberals: as Marshall Field,
who talk out of both sides of their
mouths” and cannot be relied on.
He described his meeting with the
publisher of the Chicago Sun, and
Field's. refusal
appeal :for Hickman even as a paid
advertisement. He urged the op-
presséd not to depend on these self-
styled liberals, but to organize into
“tenants unions znd join militant
labor organizations.

M. J. Myer, one of the three at-
torneys retained by the Hickman
Defense Committee, also spoke: “It
is not Hickman who should be on
trial, but the inhuman landlords
and real estate interests who sacri-
fice human lives for profit, for they
‘are the real criminals. They are

e people who should be put be-]

ind bars and kept there.”
The collection taken at the meet-
to.finance the Hickman defense
ork tame to $500. $100 of this was
] eived from Patrick Gorman, sec-
ry of the AFL Amalgamated
at Cutters and Butcher Work-
n; a similar sum was pledged
by Vice-President Philip Weight-
.man for the CIO United Packing-
v se Workers, who was on the

love of his family and a%

to print - Moetley’s"

Harold Russell Hits

Hickman Case Causes
- CHICAGO — Harold Russell,
Academy Award winner for his
portrayal of the Navv veteran in
The Best Years of Our Lives,
declared after endorsing the
work of the Hickinan Defense
Committee: 7

“The injustices and human
suffering 'that can be brought
about because of inadequate
housing, firetrap tenements, con-
gested ghettos, the vicious prac-
tices of restrictive covenants, can
scarcely be more graphically il-
lustrated than in the tragic case
of James Hickman.’f

platform representing UPWA Presi-
dent Ralph Helstein. Along with
several other union leaders, Gor-
man and Helstein have :joined the
Hickman Defense Comuinitiee. -

Mrs. Hickman thanked the com-
mittee for the great work it is doing
on behalf of her: husbamf and in
the fight against inadequate hous-
ing and restrictive covenants.

The chairman also introduced Mi-
chael Bartell, local chairman of the
Socialist Workers Party, and Gerald
Buliock, chairman of the Chicago
¢hapter of CORE, and commended
them for their splendid work in the
campaign.

The Communist Party also played
a role connected with the meeting.
They stood outside the church sell-
ing copies of their book, “The Great

*Conspiracy,” which is a long slan-

derous and repeatedly discredited
attack on Trotsky and the Trotsky-
tsts.

The Hickman Defense Cominittee
plans to intensify its efforts to win
freedom for Hickman during the
coming month. It is urging all
organizations to adopt resolutions
on the case and send financial sup-
port to its offices at 4619 South
Parkway, Chicago 15, Illinois.

~Members of Johnson
Group Resign from
P and Join SWP -

By William F. Warde

. 'The members of the Johnson-Forest Group, who were fox;-
erly affiliated with the Workers Party, last week issued ‘a
declaration applying for membership in the Socialist Workers
Party. In accord with a resolution adopted by the SWP Na-
tional Committee, they have now been accepted into the SWP

with full membership rights, effective Oct. 1.
In joining the SWP, the members of the Johnson-Forest

/

Group announced their accept-*
ance of the conditions laid
down in the March 11 Joint
Statement on Unification
‘adopted by the SWP and WP.

Thée SWP resolution took note of

‘the fact that immediately after the
signing of this Joint Statement “the
majority of the leadership of the

pursued a policy and a course
of conduct in violation of the spirit

f the Joint Statement and thereby

bstructed the collaboration between

e two paities and prevented the

rojected consummation of the unity

p till this time.

“Simultaneously, the violent and
ustified factional struggle waged
the majority of the leadership
‘the WP against the pro-unity

,%ﬁ‘ohnson-Forest minority cast doubt
on the good faith of the signers of
jthe Joint Statement and still fur-

ther hampered and obstructed the;

adevelopment towards - unity.”

The Johnson-Forest Group de-
clared that its members had “long
wanted to join the SWP despite the

. iff‘erene‘e of opinion on some ques-.

tfons which we have frankly stated
in ‘a number of documents, but
hitherto refrained from doing so in
the expectation that a general uni-
fication (of the SWP and WP)
would soon be effected.

“The failure of the leadership of
the WP to effect the unification on
the terms agreed upon with the
SWP obliged us to take this step
toward unification on our own ac-
count.”

The SWP resolution authorizing
the admission of the Johnson-For-
est Group members, “without preju-
dice to further mnegotiations . with

the WP and the eventual execution,
of the Joint Statement ? is prmtedj

on Page 4 of this issue along with
the application for - membership
signed by the members of the John-
son-Forest Group. )

these comrades as serious, disci-
plined and devoted party members.
We are sure that they will con-
tribute fully their efforts and abili-
ties to the crucial task of building
the party of somahst revolution in
this countrv ;

‘Ynore insistent.
|4ocal unions: 4
The SWP welcomes the entry of'

| AFL Group

Demands
Labor Party

Santa Cruz Council
Asks Immediate Action
SANTA CRUZ, Calif., Sept.

has been submitted by the

bor Council to the national con-
vention of the AFL which will
be held in San Francisco next
week.

The resolution takes as its point
of departure the passage of - the
Taft-Hartley Act which is aimed at
“the weakenirg and smashing of
unions and the driving downward
of the workers’ standard of living in
order to make bigger profits.”

It declares that the passage of this
law presents a host of new problems
to labor and “demands the entrance
of the AFL into politics, where labor
has a powerful weapon in 37 million
votes.”

“The need of the day is f01 labor
to enter politics in an organized
fashion by entering its own candi-
dates and ox~ganiztng labor's own
party, if it is to survive and pro-
gress.”’— ..

The resolutlon then advocates that
the AFL Convention go on record to
amend Article 3, Section 9 of the
AFL Constitution to read as follows:
- “The AFL nationally and locally

political party by and for labor,
based upon a program of labors
needs and interests.”

It also calls on the AFL to hold
national and state conferences, in-
viting all of organized labor to par-
ticipate, to draft a political action
program immediately.

29 — A resolution advocating |
the formation of a Labor Party !

Santa Cruz AFL Central La- |

shall enter into.the building of a

'omination Fought At

A\aritime Convention

"NEW YORK, Oct. 1 — The Stalinists are <re‘ct1n1=r a taste of trade union democracy at the
sixth convention of the CIO National- Marmme Union and don’t find it to thexr liking. At
prevmus conventions they rode- reﬁghshod ovgy any and all opposition.. The conventlon gath-.

erings. were converted into a%

sounding boeard for the prevall-
ing Communist Party line. No

discordant note was permitted.

to, mar the proceedings. But
things have changed!

The extent of this change is in-

dicated by the concluding section |/

cf President Joseph Curran’s report
to the convention which dealt with
the role of the Stalinists in the
union. Curran flayed the mwartime
unconditional surrender policy of

is called “parity.”

and placed in deep freeze,

eggs.

prices.

the surplus.
omelet.

A Gold-Dusted Omelet

Do you get that harassed feeling when you see the latest price”tag
on eggs? ‘Don’t blame the hen. She’s doing hér best to keep up with
demand.  The blame lies squarely with the Reépublicans and Demo-

.crats who passed a federal law requiring the government to keep up
the price of eggs by buying them whenever the price dips below what

The government doesn’t eat the eggs.
ties and store the powder away. What isn’t dried is frozen in slabs

Altogether, the government this year bought up 300,000,000 dozen
Even after selling half these eggs to England, thc governinent
still has on hand about $60,000,000 worth.

So long as Republicans and  Democrats monopolize the govern-
ment, there's little chance for the public to get these eggs at bargain
The food trust saw to it that a provision was included to bar
the government from selling eggs to the taxpayers below market price.

So the consumer is caught m the squeeze.
creases enough to bring down prices, the government promptly buys up
No matter how you scramble it, it makes a gold-dusted

They dry enormous quanti-~

If egg production in-

#

the Commumst Paryy and charged
that the effect of their policies
“weakened our union and aided the
shipowners.” :

He castigated the CP for trying
to put over the permanent no-strike
pledge, for preaching that “the
shipowners were .our friends,” and
‘that strikes were out of date. These
same people, Curran asserted, “had
the colossal gall to. even ,propose
the -elimination of our strike fund,
as no longer necessary.”

In the following words, Curran
summarized what would have hap-
pened to the NMU if the CP had
succeeded in putting over their full
program at the previous convention:

“With our militance ana righting
organization eaten away at the core,
and with our strike fund gone, the

shipowners would have been able

to ride roughshod over our union,
our wages and conditions. Not only.
could we not have won the many
gains that we did in the past two
years, but we would have been un-
able to even fight for them at all.”
"In addition to exposing their re-
actionary record, Curran blasted the
Stalinists for their method of
smearing, slandering and framing
opponents. He accused them of fos-
tering race prejudice and national
division in the ranks of the union.
When he concluded this section of
his report a substantial section of
the convention delegates expressed
their approval by prolonged ap-

plause.

There will be no steamrollering
at this convention. The Curran
group is orgamzed in a “rank and
file” caucus which has ‘been able
to win a majority on most of the
convention committees. The Stalin-
ist cries for “unity” have been
brushed aside as so much demagogy.
Neither group commands a decisive
majority. - The relationship of forces
will become clearer when some of
the controversial questions come be-
fore the convention.

So far, the first ninue cays of the
tonvention have been taken up with
the election of commiitees and of-
ficers reports. The real fireworks
will come later.

JOSEPH CURRAN

A widening gap is appearing
between the political policies
of the top union leaders and
the local union ranks. This is
becoming most obvious in the
CIO Political Action Commit-
tee.

The CIO big-wigs are trying to
piece together the tatters of their
old “reward your friends and pun-
ish vour enemies” policy. Their
toughest job right now is trying to
dig up some Democratic Party poli-
ticilans whom they can reasonably
palm off as ‘“friends of labor.”-

" But the rank and file are show-
ing no: eagerness to* return to the
role of political sheep filing meekly
into the Democratic fold. The de-

'mand for tn’é formation of an in-

dependent labor party is growing

Every week, more
in the'ranks of* the
hundreds th have already passed
resolutions to'
now. .. )
The sentlme £ for venume mde
vendent labor litical action

election carhpaigns. This is shown

Local Groups. |

u11d a “lapor party'

is |
finding concrete expressmn in local

by -the growing movement amonf{f

local CIO unions and PAC groups
to run their own labor candidates
against both Democrats and Repub-
licans.

This movement has reached its
most advanced stage to date in the
key industrial state of Ohio. CIO
unions and PAC groups'in Dayton;
Youngstown and Cleveland are
currently backing prominent union-
ists as independent candidates for
city office. Omne or two successes
in these campaigns will almost cer-
tainly inspire similar campaigns in
other Ohio industrial centers and in
neighboring states like -Michigan
and Pennsylvania.

SOLE ARGUMENT

The disgust of the wm}mrs with
the Democratic Party is" now so
strong that PAC-CIO leaders do
not dare to defend that party as
such., . They bend to the pressure
sufficiently to admit that a ‘‘third
party” or a labor pnrty would be a
good thing and is desirable. Their
sode argument against a labor party
is %at “now is not the time.”’

This age-worn excuse was repeat-
ed last week by Jack Kroll, national
director '0f 'PAC-CIO, at the CIO

‘Uﬁited Electrical Workers conven-

tion in Boston, He said he saw no
“practical possibility”” for launching
a third party before the next na-
tional elections. He. declared he
would like to see a labor party
formed as a ‘‘long-range objective”
but “how or when” he didn’t have
the faintest idea.

COWARDLY ALIBI

This evasive and cowardly alibi
has Leen repeated by the union
leaders since 1936. It was the ar-

manded their own party and Lewis
gave them Labor's Non-Partisan
League as a chance to vote “inde-
pendently’’ for Roosevelt and the
Democrats. It has been repeated
every election since.

The formation of the CIO Politi~
cal Action Committee in 1943 was
another attempt to hold the labor
vote in line for the Democrats by
mobilizing the workers in a separate
political organization that voted
“not for the party, but the man”
usually a Democrat.

Wall Street’s political monopoly, the
turn of large sections of the voters

the Taft-Hartley Slave Labor Law.

gument when the CIO workers de-

The net result
of this policy was strengthening of:

to the Republicans, and the era of

lew Road for PAC-CIO

If the workers waxt for the top
union officials,” a la’bﬂr party will
never bhe formed. *Now. is not the
time” really means “no time is the
time.” If the steady growth of
political reaction climaxed by the
80th Congress hasn't mrinde the time
for a labor party rotien ripe, when
will it be time? When the unions
are cut to pieces by anti-labor laws?

The top union leaders haven’t the
slightest hope, by their policy, of
ensuring & less reactionary Congress
and Administration in November,
1948. Emil” Rieve, a leading CIO
official, has already intimated a
retreat even on the proclaimed
campaign to defeat all who voted
for the Taft-Hartley Act. He now
proposes to concentrate on defeat-
ing only 12 incumbent Senators and
100 Representatives.

Since the workers cannot possi-
bly get a better Congress in 1948
by supporting Democrats or Repub-
licans, it would be far, far wiser to
concentrnte their efforts and re-
sources on building their own par-
ty and running their own candi-
dates now. They may not win the

first heat in ’48; but they can win |

the race m *5%.

demands.

Republican spokesmen
like Taft and Stassen
have called openly for a
wage- freeze. Administration
and’ Congressional' price-“prob-
ers”
corporation profiteering, the
real source of high prices. The
capitalist press is again scream-
ing that “higher wages will
skyrocket prices.”

A major aim of the Truman-Taft

“Waste Less—Eat Less” program is
to spread -the impression that the
workers are getting too much money,
which - they -are spending for lavish
living, thus bidding up prices on

food and other necessities. u

This frenzied campaign against
higher wages, even before any wage
drive has begun, is a tip-off to
labor on what the 'profiteers fear
as the most effective immediate an-
swer to their price-gouging.

Their fears are aggravated by the

'knowledge that in any new wage
-drive the workers-hiay -demsnd-not{
only flat wage increases, but -addi-|

tional protection against rising
prices in the form of cost-of-living
bonuses.

Such cost-of-living bonuses would
be paid on a regular and adjust-
able basis, automatically rising in
direct proportion to any increases
in the cost of living. They would
supplement basic wages and main-
tain real wages.

This is the only realistic and ef-
fective defense that the workers
can use immediately to protect their
standard of living. It is a weapon
that will strike sharp and true to
the heart of high prices '— high
profits.

e top trade union leaders are
the principle obstacle to a militant
defense of labor’s living standards
through a fight for higher wages
and the cost-of-living bonus. As
they have done before at each new
high level of price inflation, they

are trying to whitewash]

Cost-of-Living
Needed to Protec
Workers Standar

Big Business fears a new union wage: drive > a8
the greatest immediate threat to its profits,
len phenomenally by high prices,

Washington has launched a preve;mve .
paign against any wage drive with cﬁwea:i MNE
attacks on possible wage t-———————_. -

The Man for the

Heading Truman's ]
Food Comumittee, which & ;
ganizing the p ure’ campaign § .
on the Amer v people - Low
“Waste Less—Iiab  Less,”  is @
Charles Luckman. ot

He is the big soap and fo
' magnate, president of L .
Bros., leading soap concern and.
owner of the subsic v that
manufactures Lipton’s Tcas and
canned soups.

‘On Sept. 29, just after Luck
man assumed his new post, Lever.
Bros. raised soap prices anotbhe
10¢.

are trying to side- wage

struggle.

The CIO 7-point )
prices, issued last week in the
of an appeal to Truman’s C‘ 54
of Economic Adv1sou sa‘;
word on. wages.
plea, voiced time end
the past four yvears, for
trol” by the capi

track a

monopohsts. ] But
on the only way to bt
of the private moncos S
propriation, government se
nationalization of the b‘ i
tries and their ot i
workers control.

The CIO lecaders why
surdity when they ask TFrumasn
call a meeting ¢f the
trialists and “place befere
danger conirgnting the
through profiteer-inflation.
wolves have @
laugh to Trumauw's pleh to *
yourselves.” 3

Wall Street’s age
ton won't halt pric
the action of the work
the first big action 1
the wage front to win highe
supplemented and ]')1'(71-,0{;;{“1 b ;
cost-of-living bonus.

descend

“EAT LESS"

“Eat Less.”

While the workers are clarn-
oring for lower prices so that
they can feed their families
adequately, Truman and Taft
tell them to. pull in their belts still
more.

This advice—+it is really a threat—
comes as health authorities report
the growing menace to health be-
cause people can’t buy enough of
the right kind of food at today’s
prices:

New York City Commissioner of
Hospitals Edwand M. Bernecker said
in a -special report last week to
Mayor O'Dwyer: “So sharp has been
the impact of present rising food

and social workers.”

The present trend of high prices,
Bernecker added, creates the “grave
danger that the ‘health of large
segments of our population will de-
teriorate.”

Commissioner of Health Israel
Weinstein  told O’Dwyer that “for
months and in steadily rising cre-
scendo, mothers who bring their
children to our health stations have
complained that they simply can-
not - afford: to- buy proper food for
their -youngsters.”

. He reyealed that for the average

costs that it is causing the deepest,
concern among the doctors, nurses'

Truman has discovered the reason for high food pri
Strangely enough, it’s the same as Taft’s.
political agents of Wall Street, the people are eating too
They are wallowing in fat hvmg

Truman last week announced his remcdy
Taft said it more bluntly —4————~ -

According to

K}(;(} 3\.{ I
family of four, t‘w ﬁﬂbi e“«’
mum audengu“ﬂ‘n diet for
now §30.07, or 27%

year ago. It is te
worker’s family, whi

now maintain a

diet, that Truman i

ing and brutal ¢

Less” —- meaning

Yes, there is {on much
but Truman direets }
the wrong people.
rels and hogs ate
They arc (,‘UJu
But Truman is vot
drive to cul tdown
the monopolists, to end thel
ish living. )

Yes, there is too much 3
when the government huys
lions of dozens of ¢ ;
prices and hoards {h
spoil — to keep egp 3
buys up millions of bu .
tatoes and pours gasoline over {
and burns  them. ;

Yes, there is too much wasie
a irillien dolars worth of w
the Second Imperialis{ We
And this is nothing cso
.the waste of the next ¥
atomic war — that Truman is noy
preparing by wasting te i
lions annuaily for m
poses. ;

Waste less, we say, by kicl
out the monopoly profiteers
warmongers, -

m
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ers today than’ rﬂference to the
Although- most -of  them have

S{mm&qu enmax*r'assmellt to  labor

'ty to the American  workers.
will seize on ithe formula
a;r-tyfv ¢ L ,‘(,

‘of the workers- is not new.

he .‘:aouthum sldve holders- suf"‘ered
Jeat.,
Bllf'= Lhe hxstery and record Lf
] ove -that it can never serve.
e people.

man . Doctrine,
; nrw £ lies and deceptive promises

the seed and rotten in the root.

< pltallst party for the past ‘14 years, they are
trangely silent now about its role and program.

They prefer to center attention on various “pro-
gressives” and “friends of labor” 'in he Democratic
Party.”" " hey “leave unanswered the 'question:
could any r=ad friend of labor remain part of a po-
1 machins so discredited that its mere mention is

But titis does not mean the top union leaders are:
done with »the Idemoeratic Party. On the contrary,.'
they alemgrm,pmg\for ways and means to resell this. !
’ It is not unlikely |
Reform the Demo- l

is the formu la 0w being advancec‘l by’ Henty
and, in 4 veéiléd form, by his Stalinist camp- -
“Wallage stated at the recent CIO United
ctrical Workers ~convention that he; intends to
work ‘within -the- D\‘mocrahc Party ““unless and- unm
am convinced | that &]us administration is committed,;
{0 red-baiting and to ‘tornenting a finnl war.’’> i
The notion that the iiemocratic Party is essential- §
1y progressive and can be ‘urade to serve the interests <
NIt is a deception foisted ¥
- on -thes-American. people since’, the days' following the '
vil “War, -after.the Democrati> Party controlled by

‘From the first “reform”
of «Grover Cleveland "in 1884 to the 1e1g.n of the Tru-i
the Deémocratic - Party ® has

5 ewavs selved the capitalist class. It is corruptq

I pople turned to

Democratic Par- |
faithfully served

how

leaders?

pany strikers
break ‘the strike.

“reform”

a smashmg de-!
. | declaring:

the Demomatlc
the interests of'
administration.

Cleveland’s®

“
§ not.
l

been ast |

which, in office,.’

P Ariy lus eperrenced a great reswrgen

gyip of the rionied - class.”
¢ isseciated with these Democmtxc upsurgeg--(&*mver
Cleveland, William Jennings Blyan, Woodrow Wllson
and Franklin D. Roosevelt. % f’

"‘TIRST DEMOCRATIC “NEW DDALER”*

Grover Cleveland,
ocratic “Néw Dealer.”
déncy in 1884 on the promise of “‘reform.”
farmers and ‘city toilers had turned to him when they
could no longer stand. the. stench of the Repubhcan
-spoils .system in Washington.

Cleveland and the inner circles of the Democratic
Party had secretly wooed the big capitalists,
of the richest industrialists at that time began the
‘practice..of contributing to beth the Republican and
Deinocratic :parties.
butors include some of the ”leaomg*coah and irom,
railroad, sugar and oil mogils:<*¥1 :

By the time Cleveland concluded® his’ second ferm ¢
in 1896, -he had ‘alienated the farmers and workers
almost completély and paved the way for an internal
revolt inside the Democratic Party. His crowning act
was to send federal troops against the Pullman Com-
“in Chlcago and use

administintion was Democratic.
Cleveland was a conservative Republican.”
was in 1913, before Wilson revealed himself as close
to..Wall. Street. as. Cleveland knd ever been.
BRYAN PROMISES OQURE-ALL
The banner of Democratic
taken up by William Jennings Bryan, a Nebraska

it in hope that it’ would break the
“Four hames “are chrefly

in a “sense, wa.s ‘the flrst Dem~
He was ‘elected to the 'presi=
The poor

Many

The list of ‘Deéfhocratic contri-

injunctions to

Two decades later, the head of another Democratic
government, Woodrow Wilson, was forced
to distinguish. between himself and Cleveland by
‘“This -country has never had a Democratic
administration since the Civil War.

You may think
It was
That

“reform’” in 1896:W:

et ithe |’ THis

toeratic | Qongressman in the p \i offthie silver mining interests:.
‘‘grass roots” orat;ol‘;f&nd demagogue used the:
“free 'silver”
promLed cure-all for the ills of the farmers and work-
em -harassed by debt and depression.

Rwlm(T the wave of popular - revolt agalnst Wall
Street and the growing trusts, Brvan and the Demo-
‘cratic - liberals captured the Democratic Cgnvention
But the forces who ruled ‘the Democratic
Party were nct the ‘‘common people.” ;

Bryan wis a professxonal lecturer for the Amerw.
can Bimetallic League, a proraganda amd lobby-group
subsidized by big silver mining interests whoge: only

jssue of “cheap money” JAnd

i+ 1896. ¢

aim was to get the ‘government to
silver at a price equivalent to gold.

the unlimited coinage of silver and ‘“cheap money.”
the Demgcratic war. administrations
of Roosevelt and Truman * were to - realize Blvans
pxogram of “cheap money” in a devastating inflation.

Forty vears later,

“The Bryan ‘“reform’” of the Democratic Party did

not outlast the intense but short-
“free silver.”

fect.

party system of political monopoly.

The leaders of the People’s Party spht therr or-
ganization in 1896 to throw their support to- the
Democrat Bryvan and his smgle track -program of

monetary inflation.

“NEW FREEDOM”,:,ADVOCATE‘

In 1912, )
vocaté ~of the “‘New Freedom®:
Wilson: Wilson- was represented . to-
ideslistic, college president. But, as

kerg ‘tells “in' his America’s 60 Families; “for rdéarly:
twenty yeats before his nomination -Wodrow Wllsoo
had ‘thoved inithe shadow of- Wall: Stréet. <

Wilsoen’s chief sponsor was Cleveland H. Dodve,

It had oné especiallv disastrous ef-
It helped undermine the sweep@ng movement iof «
protest led by the People’s Party, a party the: oﬁ.pltal-
ists feared because it threatened to dlsrupt thelr two-

the Deriocratic Party put forward the ad--
progmm,

d?

as the

interests. .
. In 1900

buy up atlitheir
They called for

lived clmor for

tional vocabulary.

the war.

Woodrow
‘the people as-an'-
Ferdinand Luhd-

director— ‘i‘of thie iNationdl ‘City Bank of New York and
sdion of 1y va.itcopper s1id munitions fortune,
Wilson’s ‘reforms” appear picayune indeed. His in-
come tax bill levied a surtax of only 6% on' incomes
of more than $560,000. '
was. contrived by a group of Wall Street financial
giants s a governmental device to centralize money
and credit under the control of the biggest banking

Today

‘His Federal Reserve System

the Demeocrati¢c Party ‘adopted a plank
against “lmperlahsm e
sent American troops into Mexico on behalf of Amieri-
can oil'"and mining cmporatrons that had seized
A_Mexman resources.

“In his first term, Wilson

Wilson was reelected in 1916 on the promise to
“keep America out of war.”
led this country into the first imperialist World War

~—a “war to end war,” so he promised.

On April 6, 1317, Wilson

This was the time when the terms “dollar -a-year-
men”. and “‘cost-plus’: first becdme part of the na-

The orgy of war proflteermg cre-

ated a scandal which echoed down to the days of
Wilson’s successor, Roosevelt, and the even greater
thievery of World War II.
was estimated at about 38 billion dollars,
about equal the profits the corporatlons secured from

The cost of World War I
or just

Wilson'’s “New Freedom’ ended with the monopo-
lies.more powerful than ever; and a post-war union-
busting drive that began with the smashing of the
1019 Steel Strike. '

. Not . until the people suffered 12 vears of Republi-
can: eo,vmptmn, crowned by the cinsh of 1929 did the

,ngeem,tsehaye another chance to play their old
‘game-mow iitled the “New Deal” by Franklin D.
‘Roosevelt.

(To be continued)
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“content: Here the wheat

ed, frantically, in a veritable:
orgy of speculative buying and
selling of-,.gr.ain futures, i.e,,

grabbm@ the “take”
h™the ifigst Vicious form . of
ing A brlhon dollar gam-
the

rny - other food pwducts traded by
them at _.kv-locketmg prices. They
“‘alse no crops; nor does Their reck-
2S5 epeculatxon add one nickel’s
worth of value:. =~ 7
But they know that this year’s
orn yield will" He™ lower than last
I’s, an estlmated 600,000,000
hels less.” There i§" danger of
further rediictions by frost. Wheat
a--bumper crop this vear. But
the - “wheat gamblers: also’ know
abou} the drought in Europe where
starvation. - That meahs
lucrative sales for ex-

the “‘Pit” steps up
Prices climb
Reports of

almost _a oolla1 hzg h  than _laet
r, and corn not far b‘ehind. "

lhcr cuplioards™ may show  empty
;. but this billion ‘dollar ‘g€am-
() shows lusher and lusher profits.
After all, didn’t Senator Taft tell
us to “eat less”? Didn’'t the Prési-
ient--say exactly-the same thing in
rent words by admomshlno

10 cut the waste of food? "
> And now comes the Bureau of La-
bor Statistics to
“prices soared to all time high' the
week ending Sept. 20. ‘Its whole-
“sale price index stood at 158.1%
£ the 1926 average. This is 27.7%
ove' “the corresponding week a
The Departmeot of
adds that’” this vear
‘Sen boul

5 different form, with a dif>—

WA

1 wheat gamblérs.

us

inform: us that’

By Arne .Swabeck

g g

Bvery addxtronal day of sunshine now fills out the kernels and brings nearer: to matumty
olden Bantam and the hybrid corn of the midwest states..
1eet ‘early frosts seriously reduce belated crops. It is a
the “Wheat Pit” of Chxcago s Board ol’l rade this race

Farmers watch: anxiously,
race against time and weather,
also finds its expression.

against. 18%
durihg 1944 and 1945. And even
last year, says the ‘same .report,

the war.

owners, the members of- the billion-
aire club.
a family

of his’ paycheek

winter, or next spring? As a rule,
top prices paid for corn in the fall
show up in higher meat prices the
next season. Yes, and they are.al-
so reflectéd "in most ‘of the essen-
tial p‘rotem foode milk, butter,
cheese, eggs, poultrv, fats, etc.; for

that nine-tenths of the country’s
corn goes to market. It is used as
stock feed. v '
On the whole, this means a -far
hegvier load on ‘the workman’s
budget. -~ The alredady diminished
real ‘wage is headed for an all-time
low. ’ o
But * such consndéeratlons
bother - the ‘‘conscience”

never

Tlifs fraternity - of
vampites, . fattening on the needs;
wants, and“miséfy of society makes
thé Capone “syndicate look like
Cnints by comparison.

Their gambling is conducted on
what is called the “margin.’” This
means that in their speculative buy-
ing they need put down cash only
for 17 to 18% of the total: This is

: ar b - " | what the “WHedt Pit” now’ requires.
In-maillion’s of workKmeén's homes

.Thus. a garablern buylng‘ $2.65 corn
for future delivery, puts up only 45

‘cents .in cash.. But the profit of

'sale is all his. i
Recently the Commodity Ex-
change Authority “requested the

Chicago Board of Trade to increase
the . margin ‘to "33% % in  these
speculative futures deals. ‘A mod-
est request indeed. motivated by
feare of a boom-and-bust situation.
But ‘the directors of the Board of
Trade turned it down. They voted
to let things rip. : i
Profiteering through gambllng is
: hot typical of food products alone.
xlt s tvpidial of the whole caprtallqt
system of produdtion and distribii-

tion. Tt 'is an integral and indivis-
aple part of this system. And it

last year and 16% .

the ayerage American paid $3021-

for fooq compar@d .-with $119 before O
.-based on people’s needs, Will re-

Avemge income, mowever, includes.
the income of the big corporatwnp

When 'a workmnn with:}E
has’ puld his rent and-
grocery bills, maighty little remains,

.. What will food prices be next

it is'in ‘the shape of these products,

of “the |

will not be done away with, nor
even seriously curtailed, until the
system itself is uprooted

. T1i the' socialist -system of-tomors=
row- national plannedsiprodiction,

place the existing criminally waste-
ful “and “chaotic systemn: of “produics
tion for  personal gains for “a few:
Parmers will be given all facilities,
will be aided in developing and en-
xriching the bounties of “nature.
These bounties will then be made
available to the teeming millicns ih
the cities, who perform socially use-

1 ful . labor.

Exchange and distribution
be placed in the hands of workers
and farmers co-operative distribu-
ting organizations; .and the costs
will cover only what is required: for
the well-being of both of these es-
sential social categories. And even
misfortunes of nature, which today
still ‘cause scarcities, will prove
small obstacles when our gigantic
forces of production are really set
free m a free somety

But §

will |

Raituay Espress Walkoit

Packages at New York’s LﬁGuardia, airfield piled up after more than

4,000 Railway Express Agency workers of AFL Teamsters Locals 459 and

808 struck for a 15% cents wage raise and a c‘i_rt in working hours from.

44 to 40. The winlkout also spread to ‘horthern New Jersey. See story on

this page.

Fedrated Pictures

The;Stvaliois_t machine at .the CIO Ur’xited Eleotrical, Radio

,and Machine. Workers convention in Boston last week struck

another blow at trade union democracy and strengthened the
Communist Party’s stranglehold on the union’s apparatus,
Through. its control of the top UE leadership, the Stalinist

faction rammed through-a reso-+

lution aimed to illegalize all
UE  caucuses .but its- own and
to confront opposition caucuses
with the threat of expulsion. .

solution of the leading opposition
caucus,. the ‘so-called UE Committee
for Democratic ‘Action.
bloc of Social-Democrats,
tion of Catholic Trade Unionists
and other elements united around
a program of ‘anti-communism”
and support of the 1mper1allst Tru-
man Doctrine. .- :

With supreme" hypocrlsy the
Stalinist resolution.accused the op-
posmon ‘caugus, o§agaymg “no’ pur=
pose§save to ca&)}:gre ff.pr outs1ders
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This resolution ordered -the -dis-.

‘Thig 'is a
Associa-

helped to

the control of the wunion.” Thus,
the Stalinists us$ed for their own
ends the anti-democratic policy - of
the last' CIO convention’s resolution
“resenting and rejecting” any “out-
interference,” especially the
Communist Party’s.

The Stalinist resolution declared
further that if the opposition mem-
bers ‘“persist in their disruption,”
the UE leaders will “drive them out
of the union.” A censtitutional
amendment was also passed to im-
plement the resolution by empow-
ering the Stalinist-dominated Gen-
eral Executive Board to suspend.-any
local “in circumstances which might
lead to revocation of charter:”

Lacking any progressnve pregram

of their own, the UE Committee for"

Democratic . Action could only

strengthen the hand of the Stalin- |

ists by  rabid red-baiting. This
served to drive genuine union mili-
tants, in some instances, into sup-
port of the Stalinists, who played
“militant” 4nd used radical-sound-
ing phrases.

The only answer. the opposition

+ bloc gave to the bureaucratic moves

of the . Stalinists was a resolution
calling for reaffirmation and en-
forcement of the anti-communist,
anti-democratic resolution of the
last CIO convention. This is the
resolution, incidentally, that the
Stalinists in the 1846 CIO conven
tion, including the TUE leaders,
draft and unanimously
supported.’ .

Thus, the UE kconvention pre-

“sented the. spectacle of two unprin-

cipled ‘cliques fighting for bureau-
cratic -power. Both of them based

themselves on anti-democratic. pro-.
-grams.
4 most- despicable role, however, be-
{ cause they represent themselves as

The Stalinists played the

“left-wingers” - and the most “ad-

vanced” representatives - of the
working:« class. ~ ‘Their . anti-demo-
cratic methods help the reactionaries
to smear the very idea of socialism

ras “totalitarianism.”

In the CIO as a whole and the
labor movement generally; the Stal-
inists are under vicious attack by

the camp of Truman. 1mpenahsm
By attacking the right  of union

;members to mamtam caucuses m

encourage the anti- democratic red-
baiting drive.

NO EFFECTIVE ANSWER

‘The UE Stallmsts and their right-
wing opposition had no funda-
mental differences on union pro-
gram. The - Stalinists offeréd no
effedtiver answer to priee inflation
and the ‘anti<labor drivé.
litical action, they -offered their
vocdtes +building - @ “third  party
sives” of the two Wall Street pames
lDe*nocratw -and Republican;
Oiily -the issue of ' foreign "policy

gram: The Stalinist ‘foreign policy
resolution: ‘condemnerd Wall Street
imperialism, but was silent on the
reactionary -role of the Kremlin in
i the Russian~ - occupied countries.
Their opponernits backed the Truman
Doctrine of war preparations agamst
the Soviet Union.

A - resolution calling for = with=
drawal of all fereigh “troops from

pesed the - reactionary charscter of
the foreign policy resolutions of
beth caucuses. But genuine pro-
gressives -had  little chance to be

The events of the - convention
made clear that the grip of reace
tionary Stalinism on -the UE will

Including the right-of caucuﬂes, ‘wmd
for a-militant: policy .of- mdependen’c
struggle -against: the ' bosses on the

| ecpnormc and’ political field.

.| lar damage suit under
‘| Hartley Act,

the red-baiters and union leaders in |

union buiea.ucracy generally and

~“On po-|
“third party” -demagogy which ‘dd--

movemert” by Supportihg”“progrés<

divided the two - factions: on pro- |

cccupied countries would "have ex-

heard at this UE convention. W

be broken only by a genuinely: prg-
greeswe -fight for. full democraey;

N. Y. Express

\Pickets Defy
‘ lntlmldatlon

NEW YORK, Oct. 1—This
city’s 5,000 Railway Express
Agericy drivers are holding
firm on the thirteenth day of
their militant strike against

the threat of a 10 million dol-
the Taft-
pressure from federal
mediation officials and the strike-
breaking intervention of Daniel J.

«| Tobin, Czir-President of the AFL
| Teamsters.

The strike was called when' the
railway ‘express monopoly turned
down the demands of Local 808 for
a cost-of-living wage raise of 15%
cents” an’ hour and reduction of the
work week from 44 to 40 hours. The
company had stalled a settlement
since June 26, expiration date of the
previous™ contract.

Tobin intervened at the outbreak
of the strike, as he has done in
numerous other Teamsters walkouts,
in an attempt to force the men back
to-work. He -alleged the strike vio-
lated provisions of the notorious
Railway ILaovor At requiring a 60-
day strike notice and cooling-off
period.

His attack on the strike gave aid
and comfort to the Nastional Rail
Mediation Board officials who
promptly labeled the walkout “un-
authorized, wildcat and unlawful.”
The - Board is blocking efforts at
local arbifration, which the strikers
have stated they will: accept.

Tocal 808 leaders have sharply
assailed the Railroad Labor Act as
an “outmoded document” .and say
they will agree to arbitration by any

as “impartial.”
Action to use the  Taft-Hartley

ated by 10 big mmmery manufac-
turers, each filing for $1 000,000
danisgés against Local 808. They
alléged that Local 808 had conduct-

ed & secondary bdycott, enforced by
,pickebihg in the ‘garment district,
Jagainst thé hat bossés.

The strikers had maintaided pick-
ets for ‘séveral days to ddvise driv-
er§  from  other Teamsters locals
about - their strike. The hat manu-
facturers were trying to use inde-
pendent drivers to haul their ship-
ments in place of the customary
Railway Express men. .Pickets were
withdrawn on news of the damage
suitit

WMealiwhile, the strikers are keep-
ing the Railway Express shut down,
with a pile-up of 5?0,000 packages.
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other ggency that may be regarded

Act against the strikers was initi- |

Opposition t
Of Shipyar

By Bob

yard strike continues as the CI

Basin Iron Works in Brooklyn
and smaller concerns, the daily
press pays but little attention
to this strike in an industry
now comnsidered “not vital.”
When the strike began in June,
over 70,000 workers were involved.
Many‘o'f the yards have since signed
contracts including a 12 cent hourly
raise and the maintenance of job
security.

But Bethlehem Steel leads the
hold-outs in demanding the almost
complete abolition of the security
guaranteed by seniority and job
classification clauses usually. con-
tained in the oontraot.

CONTINUED INTERVENTION

Continued intervention by . the
government has failed to budge
Bethlehem although some progress
was reported this week from the
meetings of the union, company and
the TFederal Mediation Board .in
Washington. Needless to say, the
government’s intervention consists
of trving to mediate what the com-
pahy offers—not what the union
demands.

In short, the government’s inter-
vention is a farce since, as the
bigeest customer of the shipyards, it
could bring the strike to a halt al-
most at will through the maritime
agencies.

If it weren’t for the real hardshirs
facing the striking workers, it could
be said that the whole shipyard in-
dustry, its peculiar place in the na-
tion’s economy and its operation by
stalwarts of ‘“‘free enterprise,” have
the elements of a fantasy.

Through this industry they milked
the people of this country of millions
of dollars during the war. While
building a “Bridge of Ships,” they

Iethlehem Steel Leads

NEW YORK, Spt. 20—Now in its 14th week, the ship

‘ dead industry and make its wo ke

o Settling
d Strike

Lowell

O Industrial Union of Marine

and Shipbuilding Workers keeps picket lines moving in front .
of shipyards from" Boston to San Pedro. -
Although the strike still affects 30,000 employes of . Beth-
lehem Steel and 10,000 others at United States Steel’s Federal .-
Yard in Kearny, the Atlantic+

their pockets.

Now these people, who have al-
lowed the industry to stagnaté awndLg"'
rot because their only interést is in::

profits, insist on the right to fix

so-called ‘“‘efficient peacetime con---
ditions.” Their sole program for a. . .
sick and dying industry is to Weakenﬂv G
the uhion and institute a speed-up, .

In other words, still more profits.
AMAZING RESILIENCY
~ Fourteen weeks of strife in ‘the

coal fields or the .steel mills can' @
shake the economic foundations. of,

this country, but the shlpbulldmg;j .
industry under like conditions merely,
slips more quickly toward the decdy:

and rot from which it was saved

by the second world war. Under. these

conditions the résiliéncy of  th
IUMSWA membership is httle short
of amazing.

This “toughness’” plus the absence »

of any large “‘army of -the unem-

ployed” makes it possible for the

workers to' win this round of the
battle, but the fundamental prob-
lems of thls ‘industry’ and its
ployegs cry “aloud for a solution. Fi
it is obvious that the policy of p
its first and the welfare of hun
beings last will make the Ar
shipbuilding and repair mduetr'“

the vanguarkd of the march from th
factory to the:breadline.

The stubbernitess of the shipymfd
companies and their mdxfference to

the real needs of the industry: under-
line' the need for its contrel ‘and
operation to be taken out of their
hands,

for the industry.
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l. Defend labor's sfandard

A sliding scale of wages — an

rising cost of living!

and veterans!

the hours of work with no
and unemployment!
Government operation of all idl

3. Against_all anti-labor la
breaking!

Repeal the payroll tax! No sales

low-rent housing!

End Jim Crow!

8. For a veterans'
trade unions!

organ

and war.

vote on the question of wa
Against capitalist conscription!

Trade Union wages for the arme

control of the trade unions!

workers in all lands!
For the complete independence

Our Program:

Organize mass consumers commnHees for independent action agamsf
profiteering and price-gouging!
Expropriate the food trusts! Operate them under workers confroH

2. Full employment andjob security for all workers

For the 6-hour day, 30-hcur week! A slldmg scale. of hours——reduce,

Ynemplayment insurance equal to trade union wages for workerd and
veterans during the entire period of Jne'nploymenﬂ

No restrictions on the right fo sivike and picket!
No injunctions! No compulsory arbitration!

4. Build an independent labor party) i
5. Tax the rich, not the poor! ;
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

6. An 18 billion dollar appropriation for governmeni’

7. Full equality for Negroes and national mmonhesl
End anti-Semitism!

9. A working class answer to capl’rahs‘r mllzfansm‘

Take the war-msking powers away from Congress-

Abolish the officer caste system!
Full democratic rights in the armed forces!

. Military training of workers, fmanced by lhe goverament, but undor

10. Solidarity with the rev‘wlu‘honary s‘rruggles of fhe;,

Withdraw all American troops from foreign soil!

I. For a Workers' and Farmers' Government!

of livingl

escalator wage clause in all umoh;‘ -
contracts to provide  automatic wage increases to meéet i'he

reduction in pay to prevent " layoffs.

e plants ander workers' controll’

ws and government strike- -

taxes!

ization sponsored by the
Let the people
r or peace! p

<

d forces!

of the colomai peoplest

SocIALIST WORKERS PARTY
116 University Place
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Capitalist Politics
From the Inside

Scientific socialism 'is ' the con-
scious expression of the unconscious
historical process; namely, -the in-
stinctive and elemental drive of the
proletanat to reconstruct society on
communist beginnings These or-
ganic tendencies in the psychology
of workers spring to life with ut-
most rapidity today in the :epoch
of crises and wars.

~—Leon - Trotsky, 1940

Marshol Pl
o Starvm

There is an elemental drive
-of the capitalist class to coun-
_ter-revolution. It is elemental
but not at all instinctive. It is
the most cold-blooded, calcu-
lated defense of property and
privilege. The diaries of Mor-
| genthau, Secretary of the
~ Treasury, selections from
which are appearing in Col-
lier’s, gives us one more ex-
- ample of this.
You remember the depression of
1937. It demonstrated that Roose-
velt’'s New Deal was as helpless in
face of the antagonisms of capital-
ism ‘as the old deal of Hoover.
i Roosevelt, ‘however, had attempted
P the policy of government spending
. and had let the budget go unbal-
| anced. This necessitated a grow-
ing control by the government. The
1937 depressicn, thersfore, faced the
country ‘and the government with
serxous problems

. Would the policy .of government
spending . continue?- Would the
' government attempt to balance the
budget or continue with the budget
more unbalanced than before?
What if anything, could be done
by ‘government or business to help
‘the 'situation? Morgenthaws diary
tells ‘us how the Roosevelt cabinet

Thée  cabinet was bankrupt. No-
y knew what to do. Said the
esidenit at one cabinet meeting,
am sick and tired of being told
the cabinet, by Henry (Morgen-
“and by evervbody else for the

the country and nobody sug-
what I should do.”

What finally saved Roosevelt and
his government was the armaments
gram for World War IIL
from this, they had no more idea
what to do about the economy than
a fMyrmer in the dust bewl, or Tru-
man today.

Morgenthau, the: Secretarv of the
Treasurv .offered " his solutmn
1. “You ‘could - do somethmg about
the publlc utillties . You can do
somethmg ‘about’ the railroads You
can” ‘do” somiething " about housing.
Above all, you must do somethmg
to Teassure busmess

Roosevelt knew that Big Busi-
ness had been attacking the unbal-
anced budget. Big Business is not
interested in whether budgets are
balancéd “or hot in relation to the
theory or practice of good. govern-
ment. They. are opposed to an un-
balanced budget because, as a rule,
it mesans heavier, taxation for them.
Roosevelt knew this and had been
accustomed periodically: to make
long: speeches about the necessity
of - balancing the budget.  Here,
therefore, it seemed that it was ne-
cessary once more ‘to reassure busi-
.». ness, So Roosevelt told Morgen-
thau,

TR,

Bl
fil
Bk
i
I
K

. reeor:
¢ But Morgenthau wasnt playing.
He said:
“What business wants to know is:
re’'we headed toward sinte Social-
or are we going to continue on
capitalistic basis?” Crisis or no
‘erisis, this is what these gentlemen
overn their lives by—to preserve
pitalism even if thereby the na-
and the world go down to ruin.
I have told them that over and
over again, said the President. Tell
them again, replied Morgenthau
That’s -'what they want to know,
said Farlev. Wallace agreed. with
Farley.

last two weeks what's the matter |

Apart |

“You' want me Lo turn on the old !

By J. R. Johnson

velt. I will turn on the old rec-

ord.”

This being agreed upon, Jim Far-
ley remarked that it was one of the
nest cabinet meetings that they had
>ver had.

There is little need to emphasize
the moral. The economy was in
danger. This is the time when
everybody calls upon the workers far
all sorts of sacrifices. The workers
are informed that their own special
interests must be subordinated to
the national welfare. Since the end
of the war, for example, that’s what
they have been telling us. Take it
easy. Work harder. Don’t make a
noise about higher prices. And
after a period of cooperative work
for the national welfare, all will be
well,

Not so the capitalist class. It was
precisely when the colntry was in
the greatest economic danger that
they mobilized their forces to get
what they wanted. Every man in

Roosevelt’s cabinet agreed that it|

wis necessary to reassure Big Busi-
ness. Note that Roosevelt was not
anv kind of socialist, and, in fact,
was one of the greatest defenders
of the capitalistic system that it
has ever had. But he was: inter-
fering too much. And Wall Street
put the screws on him the moment
the country was in trouble.

Big capital is sensitive to any en-
croachment upon its control of cap-
italist production. It is sensitive
also to any action by the proletariat.
The very same section of Morgen-
thau’s diary shows this as clearly
as it shows the first.

A battle raged in Congress over
appropriations for the WPA., Jack
Garner went to President Roosevelt.
He told the President that if Con-
gress .cut the appropriation he was
afraid there would be unemploy-
ment demonstrations, He wanted to
know if those peorle marched on
Washington would the President or-
der protection for .the Congress?

This wa$ the President’s reply:

‘e Jack,” he said; “there may be
30,000 people. (hunger marchers).
The metropolitan police "are -avail-
able: ‘I can call out the soldiers
and draw a cordon around the Cap-
ital,
akout ho'usingk these people, or feed-
ing them? I'will have to ask Con-
gress for the money.” i

“But will you. pretect us?” the
Vice-President persisted.
said - the - President. “Well, that’s
_something I have been very much
worried about,” ‘Garner remarked.

Isn’t this wonderful? The two
majcr forces in the country are
placed before us. as in a diagram.
Big capital pressing the President
through the men in the cabinet
whom it controls. Congress, through
the Vice-President, pressing for
protection against the very people
whom it is supposed to represent.
This is capitalist production and
politics all over. Roosevelt, we must
note, is quite ready to use the troops
to prevent the people confronting
their representatives. This is the
first function of the capitalist army
—to be used against the people.

What causes all the rumpus is
that the people are not sending
telegrams or deputations, but have
shown that they intend to come out
into the streets and send 30,000 of
their number to Washington. The
plotting and the intrigue are pro-
gressing ‘'merrily until the people
threaten a direct intervention. This
throws panic into the camp. We
want protection, says the Vice-

“All right...,” said Roose-

President. I'll call out the troops,
says the President.

That is capitalist democracy, a
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but -what am’I going to do

“YeSl-,” ’

. | ment
| breaking the back of the strike.
‘But an extraordmamly courageous

screen behind which the eapltallst
class and their politicd representa-
tives carry on- all sorts of intrigues
and maneuvers directed against any
encroachment on capltalist privi-
leges and capitnlist proflt's‘. .The
greater the crisis, the more they
press to win back ‘any points they
have lost or to establish new gams
for the future.

The only thHing that makes them
take any serious notice of the work-
ing class is its direct intervention
into the political scene. . The idea
of 30,000 marchers in Washington
had Jack Garner quaking: ‘When
a few thousand . Negroes said that
they wanted to march on Washing-
ton, President Roosevelt -became
more active on the Negro question
in 8 weeks than he had been for
the previous 8 years.

The day that a million workers

declare their intention to mar(,h on|

Washington, nov actually beg:ln to
march, but merely declare their in-
tention of doing so, there will be no
need for us to wait ‘any number of
years for diaries to rnveal anythmg
The cap1tahst class; the capitahst
government will at ‘,gpee. reveal
themselves, all teeth and claws,
dripping venom and counter revo-

Rome Steel

lution.

‘Workers ,Strike

Tens of thowands of Italian steel workers packed this Rome
square protesting steep living costs and the Del Gasperi government’s
failure to do anything about curbing the steadily rising trend..
Federated Pictures .

Did Brltlsh Workers Gain
By Voting Labor Ticket?

Among the first questxons raised in connection with what is happening in England is
this: Was it a good thing for the British workers to have voted the Labor Party into power?

By John G. erght

What have they gained by it?

For a correct answer to these key questions, it is first necessary' to grasp the full mean-

ing of the results of the August
1945 elections in the political |
development . of  the . British
working class. . The first na-
tional poll- in" a decade revealed

what extraordinaw chauges had.

ocourred in the ‘'minds ‘of the" Eng-
lish ‘mdsses during thep 4wor {YeBES.

By votmg for ‘the" Labor Party,
the workers as a whole condemned
and rejected the ' Tory-capitalist

leadership, which had ' Administered.

national affalrs for. the preeedmg
fifteen years. Theére. was ‘8" massive
shift. to the left by virtually the
entxre English working -clags, con-
siderable sections among. whom had

previously still voted: either . for the |

Liberals or had abstamed alto—

| gether from votmg. e PR

. Thus, the class as a whole, and
not its marjority. -alone (as had
been the case in the past): showed
that they had broken: with-capital-
ist “politics and were determined to

kick both -Tories* and" Liberals out’

of office. ~ This decision and their
action flowing . from - it was a “big
step forward in freeing the work-

ers from their submlssmn to capi-
talist. pohticlans

~Ideas have tremendous power f01
good and for evil. "It i§ what the
workers - think that in-the end de-
termines what they do.. By repudi-
ating ‘the thoughtof seeking lead-
ership among -the Tory and “lib-
eral” - representatives . of -the capi-
talists - and - looking " for - it among
their own ranks and through their
wn class party, the British work-
ers> were’ replacmg in ‘reality ' false
ideas = ‘with “correet ones, even
though they "did not ' choose right
away ‘the right  leaders -to take
them along the road to Socialism.

Moreover, this break of the work-

| prospects for other sections of the
population. Large numbers of the
middle class, who had never before
accepted Laborite politics, = were
pulled-alcng to the left. They, too,

gagents of capitalism- and eager to
follow labor’s leadership. When we
remember that this part of the
population had been for generations
the chief mass base of Tory sup-

4000} Down Tools
To Protest Speed-up
In Polish Textile Mills

Under the iron hand of the Kremlin bureaucracy, strikes
or other demonstrations of the working class are ruthlessly
suppressed. Leaders of such actions are arrested and only too
often end up before a firing squad.

Any strike in the Soviet . Union or Moscow-occupied terri-
tories is thus of unusual significance, indicating as it does 'heroic

resistance to the

terror. i

Such a strike was reported
in the press Sept. 25. At Lodz,
Poland, a city of some 500,000
people 80 miles west, of War-
saw, 40,000 , textile’ workets,
three- fourths of them' women,
began a strike Sept. 15 against a
government-introduced - speed-up:

When government officials - de-
manded that: the workers handle
four machines instead of thelr for-
mer maximum of two, the after-
noon shift struck, staying ‘'in the
plant. The night shift joined them,
and some 6,000 workers staged. an
over night sitrdown. strike.

The Stalinist-dominated govern-
ment moved swiftly and ferociously.
Some 80 alleged strike leaders were
seized by the golice. -The. censor-
ship stifled news about - the: strike
Lut the wyrd spread and sympathy
stoppdges ‘occurred in 7 or 8 other
plants until almost ohe-third of all
textile workers in- the c1ty were idle.

By the énd”of 10 days the govern-
terror +had. wsucoeeded in

5,000 still- refused to go ‘back to
work.

Upon learmng that ne» :

of the

strike had leaked ;outb o the' press |

abroad, government. officials called
a press conference.
were flatly informed that no strike
had occurred in the. textlle mdustry*
of Lodz. :

Moreover, said a Foreign Offlce'
spokesman, the strike was

Stahmst“* g st

‘Correspondents'|

- Teaucracy.

It dldnt last 10 day>
Ard ‘no

quletlv o
but -only a “short time.”
one was hurt.”

That *“12 workers had been Kkilled
and others wounchd,” said tha
spokesman, was only a ‘‘false ru-
mor.”

Other polltxcal leaders acting as
quislings for Moscow freely admit-
ted the facts about the strike and
its extent. But, they declared, it
was organized by “reactionary cir-
cles”” and its purpose was to ‘“‘dis-
rupt” working class unity. ’

Whether the government con-
"ceded to the demands of the work-
ers or forced them to continue the
speed-up could not be learned.

Recently ' the government intro-
duced the Stakhanovite speed-up
system in Polish industry. This
system — stubbornly. resisted for
years by Russian workers—takes the
speed record of an especially skilled
worker clocked for a short period
and gives it great publicity. The
purpose is to whip the.workers of
an entire plant or industry to e
frenzied effort to achieve similar
records. Wage- -scales and produc-
tion “norms” are adjusted accord-
ingly. Bribes and severe penaltie
help bring the pace to a killing
speed.

The strike of the Polish workers:
is; a protest against, the introduc-
‘tioni of the vicious Stakhanovite
systevn in Poland. Tt may ‘trun out
to ‘be only an isolated demonstra-
tion; but it is such actions that wil
‘sooner or later signalize a hew up
surge of the working class that wil’
mean the end of the Kremlin bu-

capitalists, .a much larger prcpor-

ers ‘with the. Tories opened up new

were' disgusted - with the political |.

oort, we can judge how progres-
sive -this action was,

Finally, nine .out_of ten . British
soldiers -voted =against the British

tion than among  the rest of the\
electorate. Soldiers, under the dis-
cipline of. officers  who hold powers
of life -and -death over them, are
as a rule hesitant to accept or avow
radical ideas .until~ the civilians
demonstrate their own readiness to
act upen them.

Notlnnv so clearly shows the ex-
tent to which the English masses
had become disgusted with- the
capitalist rulers than the size of
this soldier vote, without parallel
in the history. of capitalist militar-
ism. By gtving -such whole-heart-
ed backing to the Labor Party, the
workers encouraged their brothers
in uniform to-do likewise.

VOTE OF NO CONFIDENCE"

‘The vote given by the workers
and soldiers was not only a repudia-
tion of the Tories; it was likewise a
vote of no confidence in the coali-
tion politics practiced by Laborite
leaders in the war ecabinet. = The
masses intended to give a. mandate
to the Labor Party leaders to take
all the power and give the mnation
a completely new government, so-
cialist in character. ‘

Those who contend that it would
have been-better for all these peo-’
ple not to vote for the Labor Party
under these conditions would have
to tell us what alternative they
would have proposed. The Liherals,
reduced to a splinter-party, were
totally discredited even before the
war. The British Communist
(Stalinist) Party was likewise hope-
lessly compromised.

It would have been best if the
British workers could be persuaded
to support a real revolutionary so-
cialist party, but unfortunately the
British Trotskyists had not yet ac-
quired wide mass influence. -

The alternative, then, was either
to vote for Churchill and the Tor-
ies, or else abstain. But many
workers were convinced—and they

were right—that even if the Labor-

ite leaders were untrustworthy, it
was better to vote the Laborite
ticket. To abstain would have only
aided the capitalist reactionaries.

Rather than continue with the
direct agents of industrialists and
bankers at the head of the govern-
ment, the workers thought it bet-
ter to have their own representa-
tives, however inadequate, in office,
where they could exert influence
upon them—or kick them out later.
Should the American workers. #
ikewise, as we advocate, it would
mark fer all of us, too, a giant 1or-
ward step.

In brief, the election of .the La-
yor Government was a .gookl thing
because: ]

1. It broke the stranglehold of the
sapitalist politicians over the Brit-
'sh people, reducing them to a min-
ority ‘party.

2. It enhanced the British work-
ers’ power and confidence in their
bility to solve all the burning so-
ial problems through their owr
wgencies.

3. It gave new hope to the res’
of the British masses.

4. It enables the British workers
to verify through their own experi-
mces the real character of the of-
icial labor Ileadership, and thus
srepares them to build a new lead-

Nations' Charter.’?”

vould be a cheap price to pay
or translating it into realtiy.”

The association of the Mar-
hall Plan with the UN is quite:

apropos. Just as the United Na-

Jons is nothing but another edition
»f the old League of Nations, so the
Marshall Plan is nothing but an-

other edition of the Dawes and

Young Plans of the Twenties.

Those economic “aid” plans were
designed to stabilize reaction, stave
off socialist revolutions and ad-
vance Wall Street’s inierests in Eur-
ope. The Dawes and Young plans
2ave European capitalism a breath-
ing spell, enabling it later tp put
fascist regimes in power and pre-

‘pare for World War II.

Will - the Marshall Plan ‘enable
Europe to recover? The answer is
no. First of all, the Plan counts at
best on  reaching a “significantly

sf food in Europe by 1951. "This is
only fcod. Nothing at all is said
about clothing or housing.

In adidtion, even this starvation

obtained only if the resources of
Eastern Europe and the ' Soviet
Union become available. How they
would be made available—whether
by war or by a deal with the Krem-
lin—the plan does not specify,

PROMISES

This is what the plan promises.
This promise, however, is not likely
to be carried out. The reason is
that the State Department -énvoys:
insisted that the drafters of the plan:
arbitrarily cut down their figures,
on the amount of aid needed from
the United States. Thus if only

$22,440,000,000 worth of goods are

below prewar” level of consumption '’

level of food consumption .can’ be.

o Hope

g :'eo ple of Europe

*«’Ih’e *Mars'hall Plan is now down in black and white.
:ral .Report of the 16 nations Committee of European Economic Cooperatlon, it is being
1a11ed by the, press as “‘the most significant document produced in this world since the United
-According to the Wall Street propagandists it is a “blueprint for a

orogram of cooperatlon which seems so new, so challengmg and so possrble that $16,000, 000 000
* s

Made public Sept. 24 as the Gen-

“sustained common efforts”

the war.

‘cal Introduction,” is “worth
studying as a damning confes-
sion of the end results of the
capitallst system in Europe. “In
1945 Europe ‘was. perhaps more de-
.nuded "of: resources than at any

the report “There¢ was a shortage
of all basic materials of fertilizers
to renovate .the soil, of  raw ma-
terials. and’ equipment to quxcken
production, and in most countries
of available labor.
began to run down for lack of fa-
cilities for all but temporary re-
pair.”.

Allied v1ctory was obtained “only
at the price” “of ‘“destruction of
seme of the centers of production
and the dislocation of the transport
system, and by the sacrifice of ship-
ping and foreign ihvestments. .

As a result “a breakdown occulred
which: altered the. whole basis of the
eoonomy of ‘Europe.” "

"'The’ food ‘resources ;and raw mae
terials, particularly timber, of East-

sent that will be far below what is
needed 'to reach even the low goals
specified, since- those goals were

000,000,000 worth of goods.:

- On top of this: no prowsmn is
made for inflation. If pnees con- |
tinue their upward spiral, then the
dollar figures become still more. in-’
adequate to icover. Europes needs, -

The ultimate success of the plan,
declares the -report, hinges on'two
conditions.. (1) - Europe’s = imports..
from the Americas must be cut down.
year by year wuntil they reach®a
much lower level than at present:
(2) Europe’s exports to the “entire.
world must be’ increased year Wy |
year until they reach a “volume far'
above prewar levels.

Realization of the first conditlon
would mean the loss of a tremend-

talists. The . consequence of - this
would ‘be a devastatmg depresSwn
in the U. 8.

Realization of the second condi—

of Wall Street in a number of mar-
kets by European: capitalism -and:
above all the domestic market right
here in America. This would mean
economic - rivalry on a scale far
more explosive than that which pre-
ceded either the Pirst or Second
World Wars.

MARSHALL PLAN’S AIM

The real aim of the Marshall
Plan, however, is not to restore
| European economy. Wall Street is
not mterested in strengthening Eur-
opean capitalism to such an extent
that it becomes a dangerous com-:
petitor on the world market. That
is why it blocks the recovery of the

German industrial machine and

calculated on the basis of some $30 -

tion' would mean the displacement .

érn- Burope were.cut off from West-
"ern’ Europe by the general devasta-
tion of war and’by the westward ex-
tensmn of the: Kremlin’s domlna-

‘l
1that followed cut off another v1ta1
source of Traw matena ¢

dependence upbn the’ contments of
{North and South® America for goods
that had once flowed from other re-
giohs. o~

*The” devastated countrles ” con-
tinues the "report,” “had to .start
la.gam almost from ‘the begmmng 2
At first recoyery: proeeeded at.a sur-
prismg pace. -In the process, ‘how-
| ever, ‘the stocks not- consumed ' or
destroyed by war were  used up, the
old : ‘clollar _supplies were rap-

armved in: a blind alley Economlc«

most drastic measures:

uune . in modern history,” declares |

What the Marshall Plan Proposes
To Meet Europe’s Postwar (risis

The 25,000 word General Report of the Committee of Eu-
ropean Economic Cooperation begins with a confession that
sounds strange after the tons of capitaiist propaganda about
virtues of free enterprise and the evils of planned economy.
takes as its premise the indivisible inter-relationship of Euro-
pean economy, indeed even world economy, and admits that
can pull humanity out of the k
general ruin brought about by S Seuinie

Chapter I, labelled “Histori- | deal of space is wasted with pious

Some industries :

), neddltlon the confhct in the,

idly” depleted by purchases abroad. |

s of nend- Thus “European capitalism has now |
ous market for the American capi-

recoVery cannot proceed thhout the 3 ;

The balence of the report outlines&

,unions, lowered tariff walls, and in--
‘ creasing economic collaboration., But

It

to meet the
A good

proposars -
threatening catastrophe.

resolutions about the European !
countries themselves doing all they
can to recover. These resolutions'
were inserted, according to report
at the insistence of State Depar
ment envoys as talking- points -in .
selling the Plan to Congress.
PLENTY OF TALK g

In addition the report contains ;
good deal of talk about custo

all these measures are only to be.
“gradually” undertaken over a long
stretch of years. _ry
The plan is extremely vague about
the integratwn of European e
‘my since it would at- once doom
those capitalists who can show a
profit only with the help of ste
tariffs and other barriers against
foreign competition. :

The plan also calls for a free labor :

supply. Some 3,000,000 Ttalian.
workers, for - instance, are unem-
ployed. The -capitalists - of othel

lands look at this reservoir of P
sible cheap labor with greedy eyés.

The principal measure proposed
by the plan is the continued ship-
ment of goods from the American
continents, underwritten by the:'U.
S. Public Treasury. The cost of the
necessary goods for the four ;yea
period 1948-1951 is set down i
report ‘as. $22,440, 000,000, Som
130,000,000 of this will come fror
the "International Bank for Recon
struction and Development, another
$3,500,000,000 from Canada-. and
Latm America, leavin
810,000,000 :to be dir tly unde
téen by Congress.

If You Like
THE MILITANT
- Pass It Along:
To A Frlend

methodlcally proceeds

11400 . plants in"the occupied zones.

with  the |
| plans to. dxsmantle between 900 and’

| And that is. why the Marshall Plan |

has no* seriously-meant provisions
for ‘the- mteg1 ation ‘of. Europe s econ-
‘omy. :
- - Wall Street’s thl!‘d big objective is
i to provide dollar credits to the bank-
rupt European' capitalist powers suf-
ficient: to keep up-the present rate
of American exports, thus postpon-
ing the looming, depressmn Its sec-
ond big - objective is to stave off
working class revolution in Europe
by (a) bolstering up reaction and
(b). providing soup line relief.
THIRD .OBJECTIVE :

Wall Street’s third big objective is

to prepare for the pro;ected W rld
War III by bulldmg up a Western

Hloc of European powers as a cons -
tinental base and sprmgboard ‘for
the eventual attack envisaged on th
Soviet Union. That is why the Mag:
shall Plan cannot be cons1dered
arate ‘and apart from the frenzied
stockpiling of atomic bombs, exp
ments with long-range rockets, and
maneuvers of armed forces under
Arctic (Russian) weather condi-
tions. ' .

The Marshall Plan is just as much
an infegral part of Wall Street’s
war preparations as is the recentl
concluded Westem Hemjsphere milil
tary pact.. i |

The shift in Kremlin propa-
ganda is continuing to develop
in scope and intensity. The
entire Soviet press is now filled
with denunciations of Amer-
ican imperialism and. its prep-
arations for atomic war.

-On Sept. 25 U. 8. Ambassador
Walter Bedell Smith officially pro-
sested this campaign, charging that
an article by Boris Gorbatov was
‘wantonly libelous in its personal
sttack on the President of the
United States.” Smith said that he
could not “recall that Dr. Goebbels”
aver “stooped =o greater ridicule and
vituperation against the head of ‘an
nemy country.”

Gorbatov’s_ article refers to Tru-
man’s Pendergast machine back-
yround, to his lack of talent, the
accidents that brought him’ to the’
White House and his “subervience”
‘o “his Wall Street master.”

“The haberdasher from Jackson”
‘declares Gorbatov, “vies for the
aurels of the little corporal from
Munich.” Trumans “crusade
wgainst communism” is not a new
slogan.. “Krupps and Shroeders be-
van this way too, putting demomac
Hitier in the foreground.” -~ -

The protest of Ambassador Smith
was rejected by Molotov With va

revolutionary program 'they want.

rship pledged vo .carry out the

‘ounter - accusation agamst the

Americun press for war-mongering

and printing “Iymg and slanderous
articles regarclmg the’ ‘USSR.”

A section of the capitalist press
views this new shift in Kremlin
propagon,da.‘as Arturn toward reve-
lutionary socidlism: ~Joseph Alsop
of ‘the N. Y: Herald Tribune believes
that the Itallan Stalinists, for in-
stance, ‘are . aring ‘“a. seizure of
power ‘on’ “th lcal revolutionary
patiern.” - ¥

Marshal ’I‘ito ot Yugoslav1a, how-
ever, on Sept: 27 disclosed what is
really in-the wind. He singled out
for attack those who “think People’s
Fronts are outdated.” He called
for “People’s Ffonts” on a world
scale to:. - struggle for - peace” be-
cause ‘ﬁnternatlonal reaction head-
ed by Amemcan financial: magnates
once again is starting-the old ex-
periment; of reviving fascism in va-
rious countrles including western
Germany.” " o

The Kremiin, “it ‘will ‘be recalled.
cooked "up “Peoples Fronts” in the
period 1935-39 labelling'' them the
only practical means. .of fighting

,Stalinists in Spair
vd therr most

TITO CALLS ON STALINISTS
TO FORM PEOPLE'S FRONTS

| revolutionary or irresponsible acts.”

ple’s Front by signing a pact with
Hitler. St

In Italy right now the Stalinist =~
chieftains are doing their utmost to
prévent a socialist revolution from
developing. Millions of workers,
seeking to end capitalist misery and”
chaos, have organized mass strike
after mass strike. So frequent have
strikes become that the press can-
not keep up with them. i

The poor farmers of Italy have
likewise shown their complete readi- -
ness for action. Not only have they
gone on strike, but in various areas
they have seized some of the big
estates of landlords who supported
fascism.

The Stalinists have gone .along-
with the strikes in order. to ‘main-
tain their leading positions. But
4hey have gone along only to sabo-
tege progress toward revolution.
During a giant ‘demonstration :
throughout Italy Sept. 20, Stalinist
2atrols in Rome warned the demon
strators repeatedly: “Do not cau
any trouble. Show your political
maturity and do not indulge in a

(United Press) :
What' the Italian Stallmsts a
after is a place in the de Gaspe
‘egime. - The Kremlin needs ‘s
sabinet posts to strengthen its han
‘n bargaining for a pact with V
Street like the one it made wi

!

Hitler.
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"Against a bounding
rise in prices . . . one can

slogan of a sliding scale
of wages. This means
that * collective agree-
ments should assure. an
automatic rise in wages
in relation to the in-
crease in price of con-
sumer goods."

Leon Trotskj

Fruit of PACs False Policy

the CIO Political Action Committee is the case
“of Senator Ralph Flanders, Vermont Republican
now in the limelight as head of the Congres-
sional price-investigation committee.

Last November 11, in an article on the “lib-
eral forces”.in the new Congress, the CIO News
"re‘ported among the “labor victories” that “in
' Vermont, PAC-supported Radph Flanders, a lib-
eral businessman, won a Republican seat to the
Senate.”

This is the same Ralph Flanders who last week
baited CIO spokesmen in New York City when
they charged the corporate profiteers with caus-
~ing-high prices. He is getting a “big press” for

* profiteers in what is alleged to be a “probe” of
their activities. (See right-hand column on this
age.)

~ This PAC-supported “liberal” and “friend of
labor” recently offéred as his solution to run-
away prices the idea of a “little depression”—the
.need for a “little unemployment” to force down
prices and avoid “precipitate and deep depres-

And, of course, this “friend of labor” went
f the line with the majority of Republicans
nd Democrats who voted for the Taft-Hartley
Slave Labor Act and against rent control.
 "Flanders is a striking example of what the
~ workers get when they vote for “friends of la-
" bor” in either the Democratic or Republican
parties. But he’s not an exception. =

- Indeed, the PAC leaders publish all kinds of
~information about Congress, except the long list
' of Democratic and Republican “friends of labor”
~ PAC once supported who have proved to be
mong the worst enemies of labor. Such a list
would prove a. damning indictment against
- PAC’s policy of supporting candidates of Wall
Street’s two parties.

The only true friends labor has are in its own
ranks. PAC will begin to serve labor’s pelitical
interests only when it takes the road of genuine
independent politieal action and runs its own
candidates against all Democrats and Republi-

ans. The job for 48 is to lay the foundation

“Flanders to palm off on the workers as “friends
of labor.”

Glaring Omission

. submitted a seven-point program to Truman’s
- Council of Economic Advisers to meeét the price
squeeze and food shortage This program is dlS-
cussed on Page 1 of this issue.

. But this program has a glaring shortcoming.
Nothing is said about the fantastically expensive
preparations for war that continue to bleed the
Arherican economy. Nothing is said about the
billions of dollars being poured down the arma-
ments rat hole by the Truman Administratiod.
- Nothing is said about the vast sums being pump-
ed abroad to strengthen reactionary military al-
lies and puppet regimes.

The
deadly viruses, the experimentation with ocean-
spanning rocket bombs and warfare under Arctic
conditions is costing the country somewhere be-
tween 10 and 15 billion dollars a year..
- colossal expenditures for instruments of des-
truction and war preparations enormously ac-
celerate the inflationary spin.

Every consumer pays for this war program
through skyrocketing prices on meat, eggs, milk,
‘clothing and the other essentials. As under the
Nazi regime in Germany, the country gets guns
not butter.

amp in the history of the country places a ter-
rific drain on the national economy. Instead of
.adding their productive capacity to industry,
men in the armed forces sap production, for they
must be fed, clothed arrd housed while producing
nothing useful. ‘

The loss of this labor power to the country
" is not all. Industry is dislocated by the never-
: endmg demands of the militarists. This is on
. top. of the curtailment the industrial machine
~ suffers under the contrbl of the profit-gougers.
- Plants ‘and workers turning out rockets, jet-
. fighters and atomic bombs cannot produce the
; basic ‘necessities required by the people. ’Yet’;

4
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A perfect example of the bankrupt policy of -

_his_open and brazen efforts to whitewash the:

for labor’s own party—not look for some more

- The CIO Full Employment Committee has
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Defend the Pollsh Soc&alnsts

All sections of the labor movement in_ this
country and abroad should rally to ‘the " de-
fense of the 36 leading Polish Socialists whose
arrest by the Stalinist-dominated government of
Poland was reported in a recent issue of The
Militant,. : s

These Socialist leaders—many of whom
served prison terms for, fighting against Czarxsm
before the Russian Révolution and were active
in the resistance movements against the Nazis
during the recent war—were arrested last spring
and are now in prison dungeons awaiting “trial”
before military tribunals.

The charges against them read like a page
out of the record of the bloody Moscow Trials,
when Stalin murdered the Old Bolshevik co-
workers of Lenin and Trotsky. They are accused
of “provoking” strikes, carrying on underground
activities, spying for a “foreign” government,
etc.

All the signs 1nd1cate that these “trials” are
frame-ups of the kind for which the Stalinist
regime in Russia has come to stink in the nos-
trils of workers in all parts of the world. Their
‘aim is to destroy every possible working class
leader who could head the opposition to the
Stalinist occupation of Poland.

The Militant and the Socialist Workers Party
have profound political differences with the Pol-
ish Socialists, above all on the program and the
methods for fighting against capitalism and Stal-
inism. But we condemn and ficht against the
Kremlin’s efforts to gag them, frame them up
and wipe them out,

The Polish Socialists in London have called
for a protest against these arrests by organized
labor throughout the world; for a public trial of

“the defendants with the right of independent

legal defense; and for permission for labor rep-
resentatives abroad to attend the trial as ob-
servers.

The Militant vigorously supports these de—
mands. Stalinism can be recognized for what it
‘is and defeated by the working class only when
its crimes against the working class are exposed
to-the full light of day. The truth about the ar-
rest and trial of the Polish Socialists will hasten
that process.

UN Spot Commercials

One of the Militant editorial writers relaxes
by reading Don Quixote in the original Spanish.
This is in accord with the advice of Karl Marx.
At the same time it pays off in more solid laugh-
ter and enjoyment than anything outside Mark
Twain.

The Mrs. prefers the latest radio play. But
since the creaking of the Inner Sanctum door,
the screams of beauties facing death, ghosts or
worse, and the insane laughter of the murderer
interfere somewhat .with our visuplization of
Don Quixote coming to the rescue of maidens
imperilled by sorcerers, ogres and giants, we
have reached a reasonable compromise. Instead
of plays we leave the radio on a station that
broadcasts. classical music~—the kind that goes
over your head while you’ré reading.

The fly in the ointment is the spot commerc1al
Right while Don Quixote is instructing his

~ heavy-eating squire Sancho Panza on the lofty

virtues of knight errantry such as fasting, in
comes a spot commercial radio gangster’s voice,
“Don’t make a move .. . without calling .-, , Lin-
coln.” That’s not Abraham, but some New York
moving van outfit.

Or when Don Quixote lifts l’ns famous bottle
of cure-all elixir,, compounded according to a
secret formula known only to knmight errantry,

“and downs enough of the magic stuff in his judg-
mént to instantly heal the wounds he got charg-
ing-a flock of sheep and we’re splitting our sides
laughing at the remarkable consequences, in
comes ‘the spot coffee commercial.
drips like Wesson Oil insists—just as the elixir
doubles Don Quixote up like a jacknife—that
Maxwell House is good . . . to the last drop.

We’ve thought of somebody’s inventing a spot
co,rnmerc1a1 suppressor where you could push a
button without putting*' doWn your book and cut
off the radio across the : room automatlcally untif
the music resumes; but so ‘far we haven’t got up
enough energy to really campaign for it.

In this morning’s paper, however, was a bit
of news that may be just the straw to break the
camel’s back. The United Nations, it seems, is
not getting enough attention. _ The wind, guff,
gas and hot air aren’t winning any love and
kisses from the public. So the publicity experts
are going to give the UN a life-saving shot in

. the arm with a series of spot commercials on the
radio. The paper even quoted a sample:

“The world is round? You're crazy! A man
flying? Ridiculous! A voice heard across the
ocean? Insane! Well, people used to say those
things were impossible. We know better today.
The General Assembly is accomplishing another
‘so-called’ impossibility . . world peace! Get in
on the discovery . . . it’s an exciting experfence.”

- With commercials like that polluting the air,
maybe we’ll screw up courage and put it to the
Mrs. cold. While we’re waiting for the rug to
be jerked on the UN like the old League of Na-
tions, how about switching off the radio? You've

got to take drastic steps when the UN busts

right into your.own home and disrupts the peace.

.
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LAND OF PLENTY, A Sum-|
mary of Possibilities, by‘
Walter Dorwin Teague,
Harcourt, Brace and Co,,
1947, 319 pp., $3.

Walter Dorwin Teague, one of
country's foremost industrial
designers, is an opponent of social-
ism. However, his book, Land ef
Plenty, contains material highly
useful in indicting the capitalist
system and presenting the case for
socialism. Teague offers facts, fig-
ures and graphic examples to show
what could be dore to convert
America into a land- of fabulous
plenty—if the brakes on our indus-
trial plant were released and the
throttle opened wide.

“We entered the war,” he de-
clares, “with an industrial plant
valued at akout 30 billion dollars.
After the middle of 1940 we added
about 20 billion dollars worth of
new rlant and machinery (three-

funds—J. H.) .. . We may be able
to understand what that means if
we realize that it is about the same
as acquiring twenty new industries,
each one equal to the nation’s entire
prewar automobile industry, which
had a plant valued at one billion
collars in 19238.” -

Now suppose we were to take this
enormous industrial plant, forget
about war and depressions, and set
out to improve our standard of liv-
ing. What. are the possibilities?

Teague summarizes what could be
done in a number of fields—power,
raw materials, housing, transpor-|
tation, cities, health, education, and
indicates some of the fascinating
perspectives now opened by the de-

As a sample, let’s take housing.
At present the housing crisis is not
improving, it's getting worse. ‘“For
the past seventeen years, since 1939,
we have not even held our own.
Instead we have deteriorated at an
alarming, even tragic rate.”

Yet it is possible to end the hous-
ing shortage in short order simply
by producing houses on the assem-
bly line the way we produce au-
tomobiles, tanks and airplanes.
“It is possible to divide a house into
a small number of essential panels,”
Teague explains, “and set up an
assembly line to produce each tygpe

held to high standards of quality
and fabricated by swift machine

methods. Houses assembled from
these interchangeable parts can
have a sturdiness and rigidity far
beyond econventional construction
'’ Moreover, machine-made
houses can be given far more diver-
sity and beauty than is generally
possible under the present, long out-
moded methods of construction.

Such a house “ a man can alter
or enlarge by buying spare parts.”
He can disassemble it ‘“‘and take
with him, if he wants to, when he
shifts his job, and turn in on a
new model in ten or a dozen years
when it becomes obsoiete.”

The price of this “bright, shin-
ing, handsome, completely equipped
up-to-date machine for living”
should be in about the same range
as automobiles, between $1,000 and
$2,500, Teague estimates.

Teague describes the possible
equipment of such factory-made
homes in some detail. ‘““The re-
{rigerator will become a set of com-
partments or drawers, rather like a
filing cabinet, in which different
temperatures will be maintained
ranging from zero for frozen foods
to 45 degrees for milk and vege-
tables . . . Ranges will be broken
up into their component parts of
cooking top; oven, and broiler, with
a pressure cooker added, and these
will be disposed where they are
most accessible.”

There will he a “radical change in
cooking.” At first infra-red rays
will be the source of heat. The re-
sults will be quicker, more even and
with less loss of essential vitamins.

Once industry gets going on such
a home-building project, new con-
veniences will aim at putting an
end to household drudgery. Dishes
as we know them will survive only
as heirlooms and works of art in
Teague’s opinion. ‘“The majority of
our dishes, forks and spoons will be
molded or unbreakable synthetics,
cheap, colorful and beautiful in de-
sign. After use they will be dump-
ed into a hoprer where they will
be¢ thoroughly cleaned, sterilized and
dried, not to be touched until they
are needed again. Many of these
utensils will be disposable; after
being used once they will go into
a macerator, along with the garbage
and other waste, to be ground to =
pulp and flushed down the drain.”

The first model houses to come
off the assembly line will be equip-
ped with year around air-condition-
ing. Air will be filtered, hurmidi-
fied, circulated and warmed or cool-

1. The Plenum of the National
Committee of the Socialist Workers
Party, held in New York February
15-16, 1947, adopted a resolution
stating the conditions on which
unity with the Workers Party would
be possible and desirable. In line
with this resolution a Joint State-
ment on unification of the two par-
ties was signed by the National
Committee of the SWP and the Na-
tional- Committee of the WP on
March 11, 1947.

2. Immediately after the signing
of th=s Joint Statement the Majority

" of the leadership of the WP pursued
a policy and a course of conduct
in violation of the spirit of the Joint
Statement and thereby obstructed
the collaboration between the two
parties and prevented the projected
consummation of the unity up till
this time. Simultaneously, the vio-
lent and unjustified factional strug-
gle waged by the majority of the
leadership of the WP against its
pro-unity Johnson-Forest minority
cast doubt on the good faith of the
WP signers of the Joint Statement
and still further hampered and ob-
structed the wdevelopment towards
unity. .

3. As a result, the Johnson-~-Forest
minority of the WP on July 14, 1947
formally notified the Political Com-
mittee of the WP that its members
were resigning from the WP as of
that date and, at the same time,
they applied for membershxp in the
SWP,

lesol
Johnson-Forest Group *

ution On

4. The Johnson-Forest Group, de-
spite = some serious political dif-
ferences with the SWP, has demon-

strated in practice that it accepts
in good faith the February Plenum
resolution and the Joint Statement
on unification, that it has a loyal
attitude toward the movement and
a sincere desire to collabiorate in the
building of the party by entering
the SWP. The Workers Party, on
its part, has publicly declared, in
the issue of Labor Action of July
28, 1947 that “The WP cannot and
will not offer any objection” to
the admission of the Johnsonites
into the SWP.

of the National Committee of the
SWP, meeting jointly with the Party
Organizers Institute at Grass Lake,
Michigan, August 17-23, 1947 de-
cides, without prejudice to further
negotiations with the WP and the
eventual execution of the Joint
Statement of the two parties on
unification, to authorize the Politi-
cal Committee to admit all members
of the Johnson-Forest group into
the SWP not later than October 1,

and party membership status dat-
ing 4from the time they first joined
either the WP or the ‘SWP.  The
Plenum further directs that they
be given fair representation in all
party committees ‘and- institutions,
at least in proportion to thelr nu-
merxcal strength, W

- 5. Therefore, the August Plenum |

1947, with full membership rights

cd according to the season. Later
models will be equipped with im-
proved radiant heating from walls,
floor and ceiling, so that one feels
perfect comfort in winter, neither
too warm nor:to ‘cold. Teague vis-
ualizes for summer ‘‘a ceiling plate
chilled to 150 degrees below zero—
which would absorb the body’s heat
radiation.”

The precipitron, an electronic de-
vice which-is already being installed
by the wealthy, coupled with air-
conditioning will virtually eliminate
the need for dusting since it re-
moves - ‘“rractically all dust and
pollen particles by charging them
electronically 'and collecting them
on a metal plate.”

As for lighting, this will at first
be done by special pre-fabricated
panelsr much superior to present
lighting methods. Later models
will be equipped still better. “Walls
and ceilings coated with phosphor

crystals will become luminous in.

the .ultraviolet rays from concealed
tubes, and thus we can obtain a
muech more generally diffused and
higher illumination than by our
present somewhat crude and waste-
ful method of reflecting visible

Yight rays . . . Since this light can
be either white or colored it will be
possible to combine illumination

with an interesting variety of dec-
orative effects: we can change the
color scheme or the mural decora-
tions of a rfom by flipping a switch.
This will satisfy that urge for
change which inspires so many
housewives ta push the furniture
around into new arrangements and
has made the fortunes of wall-
paper manufacturers.”

Furniture “will be designed espe-
cially for the houses . . . Skillfully
developed contours in our chairs
and couches, the use of synthetic
‘foam rubber’ cushions, molded syn-
thetics and plywood for structure,
washable synthetic fabrics for cov-
erings, will create an authentic new
‘style’ in furniture, to be carried out
in all the conveniences that make
up the equipment of homes ration-
ally planned for human ease.”

That will give you gn idea of how
the housing crisis could be ended,
if the workers had the power to use
America’s industrial plant to better
their standard of living. What
could be done to our antiquated,
out-of-date cities is even more in-
spiring.

—Joseph Hansen
(To be continued)

READ
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Proflteers Defended ln
Congress Price “Probe”

Monopoly profiteers don’t have ta worry about.the
Congressional price-investigating subcommittee now con=
he alleged purpo
of determining why prices are zooming.

Senator - Ralph E. Flanders, Vermont Republican :
heading the committee in the East, has proved an ardent
champion of the corporation against anv charges that
their super-profits are driving up the cdst of lning )

Last week Flanders went to bat for the food corpora-
tions.. He flew into a rage at the New York City hear-
ing when CIO spokesmen attributed rising food prices
to corporate profiteering. His answer was to ecite the
unsubstantiated claim of the Armour & Co. meat trust
that its profits amount to only 1.8 cents on the dollar'
of sales.

He ended up by givindg a clean bill of health to the
food corporations in. a public statement claiming that
the hearings have produced no evidence to prove tﬁat
profiteering is responsible for the high prices. )

The Senator blew his top when a union spokesmaft ;
demanded that the committee subpoena Armour’s books
to determine its real. profits, admitted and hidden. .
“We have no power .to subpoena the books,” shouted
Flanders. .

In whitewashing the corporations, Flanders used the
typical lying and misleading arguments.

Take the case of Armour’s. Its rate of profits on each
dollar of sales has gone up 125% since 1939, a fact vot
mentioned by Flanders. Its rate of net profits on in-
vested capital in 1946 was 109%. Its net profits after
taxes in 1945 were 9 million dollars. In 1946—the year"
of the packer-imposed meat famine—the net profits
were 21 millions.

Add to this—what Flanders also ignored—that 45
Armour executives lapped up extra gravy in the form- o‘f 4
$1,197,000 in annual salaries.

Other facts Flanders did not mention were the sta- :

show that in the first half of 1947 the food corporations.
made an annual return on their capital of 20.3%. Last
year, it was 15.2%—even this was nearly three times the
“modest” 6% usually claimed by the capitalists as “fair
profit.”

Still another illuminating bit of information. 7
Senator didn’t make available when he was discussin
food profiteering, was the data of another Congress
commitlee, ths Joint House-Senate committee on- 'tk
President’s economic report. This revealed that profi
in the food precessing industries have increased :
since 1940,.compsared to an inerease for all corporatio
of 111%. 1In short, food industry profits have swolle
twice as much as all other profits.

The Militant of Sept. 15 disclosed some of the meth-
ods used by the capitalists to conceal how much. they ;
steal from the national income in the form of proflt,s.
For instance, the worker’s income is figured before taxeés:
The capitalist figures his take after taxes. o

Last year the corporation owners took, in the form -of
gross profits, 25% of corporation income. This year,
with profits before taxes expected to be more than 30
billion dollars, they will slice themselves one-tl'ii‘rd\ of
corporation income. With their hidden profits and huge
salaries, the handful of cwners will get about "$2 for
every $4 that goes to the workers,

That third of corporate production that goes to the
bosses in the form of profits, admitted or concealéd,
tells the true story behind present high prices. That's
the story Flanders is trying to suppress in his “probes® A

ﬁona{*&orrs Slurp Soup As
$@§wo5 Kids Go Without

“In their desire to shield the men who put over. this
legalized robbery of the public, the press has even over-
looked one of the big human interest stories of the cur-
rent session. This was the action of the United States .
Senate in voting $80,000 for hot bean soup for themselves;
while cutting $10,000,000 from the appropriation for
school lunches for children. It happened like this:

“The soup, most popular dish in the Senate restaurant; -
has been carried by the bowl up the stairs from the
kitchen in the basement, and therefore has been cool By
the time it reaches the Senatorial mouth. For $80,000 -
the dining room is being remodeled so that the ki
will be on the same floor as the restaurant.

“The men who voted for this remodeling job ap
ently saw no inconsistency in votirig to slash $10, 000,000
from the &chool lunch . budget, thereby taking sof
67,000,000 lunches from the mouths of hungry kids.
school lunch outlay provided inexpensive lunches for |
000,000 school children in 42,000 schools. For 12 cet
less, they received a hot lunch costmg 27 cents, the Fedﬂ
eral appropriation taking tcare of the difference.
New York City, for example, some 50,000 childrén
ceive free lunches, because they otherwise cowldn't af-
ford even the nominal amount charged. Now, while tire
Senators sip their hot b2an soup, school authorities must
figure out a way to skimp on the present lunches or else
elxmmatc an average of six meals per student. :

“¥1ad enough?”’

—TFrom the Typographical Journal, official paper of
the Inteumtlonal Ty p«ma.ohlcal Umon September, 1947.
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Apply for Membership

September 24, 1947
TO THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE

We the undersigned who formerly consti-
tuted the minority of the Workers Party have
severed our relations with this organization and
hereby apply for membership in the Socialist
In doing so we fully accept the
conditions laid down in the resolution of the
February 15-16 Plenum of the National Com-
mittee of the SWP regarding unification of the
SWP and the WP, and the later Joint State-
ment on Unification adopted by the two or-

The minority has long wanted to join the
SWP despite the differences of opinion on some
questions which we have frankly stated in a
number of documents, but hitherto refrained
from doing so in the expectation that a general
unification would soon be effected. The failuxe
of the leadership of the WP to. effect the unifi
cation -gh the, terms agreed upon with the SWP
obliged 1us. to take this step towa*d unifica-

At this time when,regroupmenhs are taking
place &ll over the world among those who sub-
scmbe to the principles of Trotskyism, we con-
s1der our step to be not only of national, but
Our application
testifies to our conviction, based on experi-
ence, that only under the banner of the SWP
can the Amerxcan party of world socialism be |

(signed)
RESIGNED FROM THE WORKERS PARTY
New York: J, R. Johnson; F. Forest; Martin

,,,,, in SWP

Harvey; Ria Stone; Tom Brown; Bob Lowell;
Tke Blake:; Ruth Philips; Leon Matthews; Hs-
telle Cobps:; Thomas Young; Allen Webb;
Charlotté Bright: Harry Coober; Leah Dillont;
Freddy Dutton; Adele G.; Jessie Startgep;
Frank Reardon; Julie Soyer; Pearl Pierce; Em-
ma Barrymore; Kay Wenb.

Newark: Fhil Romano.

Cleveland: George Tobin; Ray O’Neill.

Chicago: Dave Miller.

West Virginia: Frank Rossi; Morgan West;
Marion Forrester; Simon Williams; R. E. De ;
Haven; William B.; Henry D.; Thomas B.; An- A
drew S. A

Philadciphia: Sol Allen; Irv Marnin; Olga
Daniels: Nettie; James London; Micky Bryant;
Bernie Wells; Bill Miller; Sol Hawks.

San Francisco Bay Area: William Gormai
Filomena Tonetti; Bill Kaye; Margaret Kaye
Dickson Wods; George Herndon; Sarah Evans.

Detreit: John Hayden; Fred Knight;
Mantler; Dave Andrews; Seymour Lyons;
ty Saunders; Jack Meade; Peter Norden; A
thur Parks; Edith Neumann.

Los Angeles: Bess Gordon; Ted Roberts
Richard Page; Mitzi Conrad; Fred Normat;
Ceil Weber. 5 :

Youth: Arthur Kent;
Blake; -~ Shirley  Stevens;
Madeleine Kramer; Selma.
JOINED DURING INTERIM PERIOD

Phindelphia: Irma Stein; Wesley Whitmah;
Julie Carson; William Browning; Ed Burns.

‘San Francisco Bay Area: Smithie; Josephme

Sweeney; S. Smith; Jim Hearn, ¢

Los Angeles: Esther Kaylin,

o

Arthur . Barriet; Zéb
Abby  Anderson;
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We Are Hoping for
Hickman’s Acquittal
Editor:

The following letter, with a con-

tribution enclosed, was sent to the

Hickman Defense Committee in

Chicago: -

Dear Friends:

We have read the storyv of Jamss
Hickman in The Militant, a news-
pager running a week-to-week
fight for the rights of the common
man, colored and white.

The revelation of injustices dealt
him by society has touched us deep-
ly. If emotion were money we
could send you thousands of dollars;
as it is, we are unable to send you
more than one.

: We will be waiting .to hear what
the verdict will be on James Hick-
man’s life. Not that it will be a
part of the daily news broadcasts
or the capitalist press dispatches,
but we will hear through one paper
that prints the every-dav calami-
ties of the people: The Militant.

We deeply and sincerely hope for
an acquittal. )

Mr. and Mrs.. R. M.

v ’ Los Angeles, Calif.

. Cloud of Doubt About

Revolutionary Victory

Editor:

Whenever I read in your excellent
newspaper the phrase, ‘“the working
people themselves must take over
the control and management of the
plants and factories,” I must admit
that a cloud of doubt descends up-
~on my mind.

I must first make plain the fact
that capitalism has bungled the
obof running sorcietv. I must ad-
mit -that the bloodv heads and the
starving bodies of millions of our
“citizens offer mute evidence of the
sins that capital has committed.

. Yet, T must also admit that the
average worker, whom I know and
like and admire, is just not equip-
ped to take over the management of
any plant or factoeryv. Whether we
approve of him or nct, the manager
of the average plant has skill and
training and experience to contri-
bute to his job. These arc things
that require the expenditure of
money and time and effort; and
these are the verv factors which the
worker did not have when he was
young enough to take advantage of
public education and after-school
training courses.

I believe that it would be possible
to build up a new set of managers.
personnel technicians, engineers and
the like from the children of our
working classes. I believe that al-
most anyone can learn almost any
subject. - Yet this is a long hard
pull. It takes time. The children
yet unborn would be needed and
they would have to receive special
food and treatment if they are to
constitute our new “‘elite.”

Yet nowhere have I read in your
paper the idea that this ‘‘taking
over” would be anything but a sim-
ple and commonplace task. Coal
miners would don blue serge suits
and step into the front office. Sales-
girls would immediately begin work-
ing as personnel technicians or ad-
vertising managers. The gpresident
of U. S. Steel would begin to take
lessons in elevator-operating.
hke that!

“But it cannot be as easy as you
ture it., And because it is nof.
ecause you have never said that the
overty-stricken and the slum-
shocked and the psychotic will not
‘‘inherit the earth” at your mythical
‘day of judgment,” you are guilty of
,filling the minds of thousands of

Just

The Workers' Forum columns
are open to the opinions of the
readers of “The Militant.” Let-
ters are welcome on any subject
of interest to the workers. Keep
them short and include your
name and address. Indicate if
you want your name printed.

poor people with impossible dreams.
Like the Churc¢h, you ‘promiser what
you cannot hope to give.

Say it. Say that the elevdtor op-
erator and the mechanical engineer
will not exchange places just be-
cause the cards of fate once placed
them on different rungs of the econ-
omic hierarchv. Say that education,
training and experience are needed
for any job, and that the bigger the
job the more of these factors are
needed. Say that the revolution
that will have to come will never
eliminate the class that Dr. Curt
Reizler calls ‘“‘the experts.”

This is your duty. You must not
delude your poor readers, workers in
puny little jobs like I myself hold.
with any grandiose dreams of what
life after the revelution will be for
them.

Bart Lanier Stafford, ¥IX
New York, N. Y.

"ED. NOTE: What do our readers
think about this? Write in your
opinion.

F mends Abroad Read
The Militant Avidly

Editor:

The readers and boosters of The
Militant will be happy, I'm sure,
to read in these few lines about the
growing circulation and expanding
influence of the only paper in the
United- States which tells the un-
adulterated truth about the strug-
gles of ‘the working men and wom-
en for a new and better life.

Recently I received letters from
friends in Mexico and Puerto Rinn
The former saw a copy of The Mil-
itant on sale at a newsstand on onc
of the main streets in Mexico Citv.
Need I add that he immediately
pought a copy, and avidly rcad it.

From Puerto Rico another friend
writes that he looks forward to each
new copv of The Militant with great
cagerness. He sees The Militant as
a staunch and stalwart supporter of
the Puerto Rican imasses in their
untiring fight for complete national
independence -and for freedom from
the political, economic, and military

orum

otranglehold of Wall Street imperi--

alism. 9
While I'm at it, I might mentlon

that another young workel, & hefs
chant seaman whom I mtroduced'
to The Militant, wrote from Fihland

not long ago and discussed some of

the questions brought out in THe:

A" Reaier
. Chilcago, IIL

Militant. .Excelsior!

British Fascists
Getting Bolder

Editor:

In various forms, and under vari-’
ous aliases, the British fascists are

hard at it. They are bUIldlng p’
the nucleus of what shows every
sign of becoming a very ugly or-
ganization, . Nothing ~much - seems .
to be being done about it. The
Trade Union Congress passes reso-
lutions, now and again, and Chuter
Ede, the Home Secrétary, writes a
letter to the New Stntesman and Na-
tion defending the right of fascists
to hold meetings, and incite murder,
robbery and racial hatred.

Every week about a dozen anti-
fascists are arrested for the crimihal
offense of ~ shouting “Down With
Fascism.” Our “Socialist” govern-
ment is acting curiouser and curi-
ouser. Meanwhile the fascist par-
ties grow stronger, under the gentle

guidance and loving approval of our’

gracious English knight, Sir Oswald
Mosley.

I don't know what the average
American’s opinion is of the Brit-
ish act in sending the 4,500 illegal
emigrants back {to concentration
camps in Hamburg. The British
cublic seemed to take it very calmly.
One of our national dailies even
mentioned that the camps were fto
be operated by German personnel.
many of whom wdere running the
camps under Hitler. But, however,
it was added that evervthing was to
be supervised by British officers, so
that made it allright, and no one
raised any cbjections.

I wonder if the camps are being
yun by the same officers who su-
pervised the enforced landing of the
Jews at Hamburg, with theée aid of
hoses and truncheons. At a differ-
ent time, and by a different gov-
ernment, this act might be re-
ported in the British press as sadis-
tic and barbaric.

Bernard Hamson
London, Engund

The European Jew

He stands and locks at us with hunted eyes,

His heart is filled with dread and clogging fear,
He, does not understand the mystery

Of scorn and hatred heaped upon him there;
The memory of the bitter centuries, .

Is not more poignant than the present is.

How terrible it is that in this world,

For share in which he has no means to fight,
There is no place that he can call his own,

No country, and no city, and no right;

No little homestead that his fathers held,
From which he may not some day be expelled.

It is preposterous that a nation should
Be so despoiled, and all the world look on
And make no move to help, or feel a pang,
Or seek to put a stop tor so, much wrong;
Were he nét so defenseless, would we dare,
To label him an outcast everywhere?

Let us be careful how we too deny

This man the rights that other men enjoy,
Behold him waiting, mute without the gate,
With none to welcome, or to give employ;

His heart is heavy. and his steps are slow,

In all this great wide world, where shall he go?

Gimlda Forbes
Boston, Masz.

Come and meet other ‘Militant’ Readers at these Local Act1v1t1es of

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

AKRON—2nd floor, 8 S. Howard
- St. Open Mon. through Friday,
3 to 5 p.m.; Saturdays 2 to 4 p.m,

BOSTON—30 Stuart St. Open Sat-
urdays 1 pm. to 5 p.m.; Tuesdays
7:30 to 9:30 p.un.

[ BUFFALO — Militant  Forum,

629
Main St., 2nd floor. Phone MAdi-
son 3960. Open every afternoon

except Sunday.

CHICAGO—T17T W. Adams (corner
Halsted). Open 11 am. to 5 p.m,
daily, except Sunday. Phone

; Dearborn 4767. Library, bhook-

k store.

é CLEVELAND — Militant Forum

‘ © every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. at Peck’s

Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St.. (off Wade

Park Ave. )

DETROIT — 6108 Linwood Ave
phone TY. 7-6267. Open Monday
‘through Saturday, 12 to 5 p.m.
Current events forum and open
. house, Saturday from 8 p.m:

FI{INJ‘—215 E. Ninth 8t.,
Mich, Open Monday
Friday, 5 to 9 pm.

LOS. ANGELES—Militant publish-
ing Assn., 316% W. Pico Blvd.
Open daily, 12 noon to 5 p.m.
Phone Richmond 4644. ’

SAN PEDRO — Militant
Assn.,—1008 S. Pacific.-

Flint 3,
through

publishing
Room 214.

LYNN, Mass. — 44 Central Sguare,
Room 11. Discussion every Tues-
day 7:30 pm; open Saturdays

. 1-6 pm.

MILWAUKEE—Militant Bookshop,
608 S. 5 St. Open 12 to 4:30 p.m.;
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Mondays thru
Fridays.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 South 4th St.,

open 10 am. to 6 pm. daily ex-

cept Sunday, Phone Main 7781
Library, bookstore.
Sunday Forumms, 3:30 p.m.

NEW HAVEN-—Labor Scheol, 855
Grand Ave., 3rd floor. Open every
Monday, 8 to 10:30 p.m.

NEWARK — 423 Springfield Ave.
Phone Blgelow 3-2574. Library and
readihg room open week nights,
7-10 p.m.

Friday night forum, 8:30.

NEW YORK CITY HQ. 116 Uni-
. versity Place, GR. 5-8149.

HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St. Room
23. MO. 2-1866.

Every - Thursday Open Discus-
sion, 8 p.m.

~ BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave,, 1st
floor, phone TI 2-0101.

BROOKLYN:
Phone ST. 3-7433. (

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St phone
CH 2-9434. .

Q@AKLAND, Cal.—Meetings Wednes- |

" day, Odd Fellows Temple, 410-11th
St. For information write to PO
Box 1351.

PHILADELPHIA — 1308-05 W. Gi-
rard Ave., 2nd floor, Open daily.
Friday forum, 8 p.m. Phone Stev-
enson 5820.

635 Fulton . St .

PITTSBURGH-—1418 Fifth Ave., 2nd
floor. Phone Court 6060
Open meetings every 1st and
third Sundays at 3:30 p.m.
Marxist Study  Class évery
Thursday 7-9 p.m. 1418 Fifth Ave.

SAN DIEGO—Headquarters 432 F
St., R. 213. Open Tuesday, Thurs-
day & Saturday, 1 to 5 pm,;
Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 7
to 9 p.m.

SAN FRANCISCO — 1739 Fillmore
St., 4th floor, San Francisco 15.
Open noon to 4:30 p.m. except
Sunday. Phone FI 6-0410.

SEATTLE—1919% Second Ave. Open
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Mon.
through Fri., 12 to 5 pm. Sat.’

Phone SE 0453 Library, book-
store. )

Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Basic Train-
ing Cilass.

ST. LOUIS—1023 N. Grand Blvd,,
Room 312. Forums, Fridays, 7:30—
‘10 p.m. Phone Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St.. St. Paul
2, Phone Garfield 1137. Open
daily 2:30-9:30 p.m. .

‘| TACOMA, Wash, — Meetings “every

" Wednesday, 8 p.m;, at Odd Fellows
Hall, 6th and Fawoett Discus-
sions on current toplcs For infor-
matlon, wrxte PO .Box 1079.

TOLEDO — 113 St. Clalr St., an
floor. Open da11y

YOUNGSTON — 302 Leedy Bldg,
115 E. Federal St.

Open 12-5 p.m. Monday thréugh [}

Saturday,

‘to keep a constant even pace and

‘with the proceeds of the Militant

By Rose Karsner

The completé Score Board,

tributions by the Socialist Workers Party branches to the

Militant Fund, will be printed
this paper.  As of this week, 1

in any remittance against their quotas. We'urge these branches
to do everything possible to make a partial payment in time
to wipe the zeroes off the Board.

San Diego and West Virginia have
not yet informed us of their acceptance of the quotas. All other branches

Allentown Reading, Roeheﬁtel

have responded.
REMEMBER THE DEADLINE:

of each week.

Judgmg by the correspondence
of thé Socialist Workers Party are+

showing th° quotas and con-

in the next (Oct. 13) issue of
4 branches have not yet sent

\

For the

received th1< past week, members

responding with enthusiasm to the
Militaht Fund Campaign.
,FROM THE BRANCHES

LOS 'ANGELES—Myra Tanhner:
“The Fund Drive opened with a
bang this week. The West Side
branch was the first to adopt a
quota {$500) and has already paid
$150 ‘toward it. The preliminary re-
ports from ‘other branches indicate
that all the comrades are very seri-
ous abotit our determination to go
way over the top on the Local quota
of $1,500.

“At our, nine-day Summer Camp
we miade a substantial profit which
enabled us to wipe cut our dabts
and cleared the decks for the Mili-
tant Fund drive. Enclosed find
check.” ‘

TWIN CITIES—Wally: “Our cam-
paign got under way with a very
auspicious start. At a joint member-
ship meeting of Minneayolis and St.
Psul last Sunday, 'we recorded a
grand total of $1,070 in pledges.
Quite noteworthy in the matter of
pledges is the $5 one made by com-
rade Martin Soderberg who is 81
years old and living on the miserly
subsistence of an old age pension.

“Fhrotigh all thie years, and
tmough all the suffering and priva-
tmn in his - declining years, this
splcndnd comrade’s courage and de-
vetion never once faltered. We feel
that his contribution te the Fund is
by far the Biggest and best $5 we
have ever seen.”

FLINT — Genora: “Flint Branch
by action of its membership has ac-
cepted the quota of $200 assigned.
We have not discussed the Militant
Ball but shall reach a decision on
this at our next Exécutive Commit-
tee meeting and notify you of our
plans.”

PITTSBURGH — El: “We hereby
accept the quota of $150 and enclose
a small payment to wipe out the
zero on the first Score Board. We
are determined to pitch hard and
make the quota which modest
compared with what we should like
to do.””

is

NEW YORK—D. Conway: “In or-
der to meet our large quota we are
{ollowing the same method we used
successfully in previous campaigns.
Every branch is given a weekly guota
which represents the amount the
granth should aim at collecting each
week thrcoughout he entire cam-
paign.

“This figure is arrived at by di-
viding the pranch pledge by the
number of weeks left in the cam-
paign. Our purpose is to get every
comrade to make a small weekly
‘payment, thus enabling the branches

not have to put on feverish pres-
sure .in the last weeks.

“We are also geing to make spe-
cial efforis to reach every sym-
pathizer for a contribution. What
we raise in this manner, together

Ball, will enable us to reach 1009
of our guota comfortably.”

The total received through Mon-
day, Sept. 29 was $1,385.25,

Received from the branches dur-
ing “‘the last week: Buffalo $51;
Flint $20.50; Los Angeles $150; New
York $291.50; Pittsburgh, $10; St.
Louis $23; 'Twin Cities $100; A
Reader Friend $2. :

The three top branches are St.
Louis with 969 of its quota paid,
Youngstown with 339 and Newark
with 319%.

A Reader Answers

Our Open Letter
Two days after the publication
of our Open Letter asking read-
érs for stories, letters and funds
to help The Militant, we re-

received the following letter:
“Enclosed find $2 ‘A my con-
tribution to the Militant Fund
drive. I regret that I cannot
centribute 1nore at this time.
Here’s hoping thht the drive
goes over the top. If every read-
er contributed at least $2 the

Fund weuld be easily raised.
“Keep up the good fight
against the corrupt capitalist
system and against the lackeys
of capitalism. Help speed the’
day when mankind will live in
peace and will be able, for the
first time in history, to enjoy
real security in a socialist world.
(Signed) A Friend,
Member of ILGWTU,
RBronx, N. ¥Y.”

We take this occasion to thank
our anonymous friend for the
contribution and to express the
hope that many readers will fol-
low this example.

on destroying

ter.”

New Y@fk SWP
Urges Workers
To Register

NEW YORK, Oct. 2 — All
workers were strongly urged
to go to the registration booths
between Oct. 6 and Oct. 11 to
register for the November
clections in a statement issued
here today by George- Clarke,
New York organizer of the
Socialist Workers Party. The
statement continued:

“Although 1947 may not appear
to be an important election year in
voters, it is ex-

the eves
tremely important that the maxi-

of many

mum registration take place.

“One of the important questions
en the ballot next November will
be the gquestion of Preportional
Representation. The Democratic
and Republican besses are now hent
this system which
provides an oppertunity for trade
unionists und minority groups such
as the Negro peonle to elect rep-
resentatives to the city -council
You cannet vote to save PR unless
you register next week.

‘“Another burning question is the
coming referendum initiated by the
banks and the O'Dwyer machine to
raise the fare on subwav and sur-
face transportation. Although the
referendum on this question will
not' occur until early next year, an
attempt may be made lo prevent
these from voting who fail to reg-

ister now. To save the five cents
fare, make sure to register next
week.

“Finally, this appeal is especinily
directed to the voters of the 23rd
Senatorial District. Support for the
program of the Socialist Workers
Party and'its candidate Robert Wil-
liams cannot be timslated into ac-
ticn at the ballot unless you regis-

Won't You Heln The M

CLIP COUPON—MAIL TO-DAY

information of all” con-ﬁb
concerned, 'we repeat: The deadline for copy for this column is Monday |

litant?

The Militant Fund -
116 University Pl
New York 3, N. Y.

Enclosed find $—
its fight for a world of peace an

to help THE MILITANT in
d plenty for all. -

Quotas for the
Militant Fund

(Tentative Quotas)

© City Quota
ARTON ssvniawmpinississsss $ 300
Allentown- Beth]ehem 75
Boston 275
Buffalo 600
Chicago «...oovvveevniinyen 1,500
Cleveland ................ 250
Connecticut ... .......... 200
DetPoil: s g i o o550 e e 600
Flint ........oooiviia N 200
Los Angeles .............. 1,500
TVNNL, wosae e ns el s 58586 bremes 125
Massillon-Canton ........ 50
Milwaukee ........o000nnn 200
Newark ......c.oivuivennnen 500
New York City ........... 4,500
Oakland .5 sumnmavenes 250
Philadelphia ............. 300
Pittsburgh ............... 150
Reading .......coovvvvnnnn 150
Rochester ......ovvevvnnns 25
St Louis: : ¢ s we sensmman s 50
San DIego s s swwenammnss 100
San Francisco ............ 1,250
Seattle ........cvvvviiinen 300
Tacoma .......covevvvunen 25
Toledo: .o, ..iismmmsmin " 200
Twin, Cities .« svdsmmmenns 1,000
West Virginia ............ 25
B b ho0°7:1 ¥}, '5 o UM TR—— 600
TOTAL RECEIVED -
THROUGH SEPT. 29 ..$1,385.25

Court Hearing Held
On SWP, WP Right
To Philadelphia Ballot

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 29
—A hearing on a writ of man-

damus was held before Judge|
Harry S. McDevitt last Fri-|

day. At the hearing David H.
H. Felix, attorney for the So-
cialist Workers .Party and
Workers Party, challenged the
County Board of Elections to
show cause for its rejection on
Sept. 4 of the nomination pa-
pers for Irene P. LeCompte,
SWP candidate for City Coun-

cil from the 7th District.

Called to the stand were Morton
Witkin, chairman of the County
Board of Elections, and Assistant
Chief Clerk McDonald.

Felix asked a number of questions
regarding the United Veterans Par-
ty and the Communist Party, also
ruled off the ballot. With both
these, the SWP and the ‘WP ruled
off, it will mean no independent
candidates in the municipal elec-
tions on Nov. 4.

As each question was asked by
Felix, the Election Board’s counsel,
Mr. Connor, entered' objection.
Each time the objection was- sus-
tained. The judge stated that this
was no investigatiol of the Board,
that only one question would be
decided—should or shouldn’t Irene
Le Compte’s name go on the ballot?

The same thing happened when
Felix asked questions about papers
filed in the primaries for Republi-
cans and Democrats. He had ex-
amined these papers and found in
them many of the 1rregu1ar1t1es”
whieh are being used as the basis
for barring the SWP and WP.

Since the case of the WP is es-
sentially the same as that of the
SWP, only the SWP’s case was pre-
sented. The opposing attornevs
agreed they would be bound in
both cases by the decision on the
SWP candidate. If the decision
must be appealed to the State Su-
preme Court, only one case need
be entered.

The opposing attorneys, Felix and
Cennor, are to submit briefs today.
DVDeV1tt will render a decision in
the near future. The next steps in
the fight for the right of minority
parties to appear on the ballot will
depend partly' on'that decision,

PHILADELPHIA
Film Showing of

"NATIVE LAND"
with Paul Robeson
and large cast

Saturday, October 11,
8:30 p. m.
New Century Club
Auditorium
124 South 12th St.

75 cents
Sponsored by

Philadelphia Chapter

American Committee

for European Workers
Relief

1303 W. Girard
Phones: EY. 6-8755 — ST. 4-5820

Subscription:

Fl‘int Swings

The comrades in the Flint Branch

subscription campaign.
week they netted 8 new readers to

| The Militant. El Snyder, Literature

Director, writes: ‘“We started our
campaign by dividing our branch
into four teams.

will be given a party by the three
losing teams.” We are all very

numbper of subs.”
* *

tells

£

A. H how four
comrades: ‘““T'wo of the subs were
secured by a comrade in a chance
encounter with two American In-
dians stopping over in Minneapolis |1

on ‘their way home to Tokio, N. D.,

‘| and Greeley, Colo. The other two
were secured by a comrade who at-'

tended a funeral and got the subs
after the service.

“In Minneapolis we say:
where you find them?!’ »

The comrades of the Connecticut
State Branch are going after re-
newal-subs, Gene Abel! sent in 7
they obtained this week.

* * *

Literature Agent, Rena Breshi, of
Beston reports that “Comrade Belle
Patch obtained the three subs en-
closed. She meets new people at
friends’ houses and talks up the

‘Subs are

cesds in getting them to subscribe to
The Militant."

Branches of the Socialist Workers
Party are making final plans for the
19th Anniverinry Militant Celebra-
tien to be held from coast-to-coast
November 9-15.

subs
| were obtained by  the Minneapolis |

afm mmn
On Fall Sub Campaign

1

are seriously at work on their fall) plans, according
The first | «rhe Social Committee decided.-that

At the termination the comrades are professional en-
of the campaign, the winning team| io;ainers and also know a number'

anxious to really get started and see | | willing to perform for the night of
which team will get the highest 1 November

paper to them. She generally suc- |’

friend.

Here is what the Chicago Lecal
to Miriam Roberts:

the best way to put The Mllltan
Eall across would be in the form off
Several of

cabaret-style social.

a

of professionals who seem to bb

15, the night of our so
cial. We will have singers and per
haps a dancer and a skit or two.
Plans are now in effect for the
ecorating of the huge hall here a
777 W. Adams Street. We have.the
benefit of the ideas of three friends:
who are studying art and photog=
raphy. These friends are eage"'\ to:
work with us and help us Wxth aur
pians.

“We will have an omhestla-fx 6=
piece orchestra—since that seems to
attract more of a crowd than just
“‘canned’ music.”

The Akron Branch will celebrate:
the 19th Anniversary of The Mi
tant on November 30 with movi
a Charlie Chaplin film burlesqg
Carmen, and Robert Bench
Treasurer's Report.

* £3 ES - ~‘

The following Militant boosters axe:
making sure their friends read the
paper.

A. F. B. ¢f Mchnten, Pa., sent in:
a subscription for a friend in Lyohs,
Pa. ¥

M. H. of Newark, N. J., sub
scried to The Militant for a frie
in Lakewood, N. J.

R. J. of Chicago renewed his own
sub and sent in a new sub for his

\chieves

problems induced by .inflation.

tee. ' The profiteers naturally
denied that profits had any-
thing to do with soaring prices.

Charles M. White, president of
Republic Steel Company, insisted
steel price rises had no effect on
increased living costs, which were
due to the fact that “we are feed-

Europe.” Prices, he said, would just
have to “follow their normal flow.”
“There has been only a puny

president of a Detreit department
store. He denied that returning
prices to pre-war levels was “a rea-
sonable objective.”

Joseph R. Gibbons, official of the
local retail food chain, Fisher Bros.,
typified the "businessmen’s cynicism
when he coldly blamed the con-
sumer who is “choosy. about - the
type of meat he wants.”

REAL SUFFERERS

fense of their own interests, the
consumer and labor spokesmen did
not do as well from their own point
of View. They presented plenty of
facts and figures to show that the
workers and consumers were the
ones really suffering from rising
prices, but they had no effective
program to Dpreserve on living
standards.

Their emphasis was on price con- .
trol, excessive profits tax, price roll-
back, etc. But their only means

to plead with Congress for them— !
the 'same Congress which has re-.

it is ‘the friend and servant of the
profiteers.

Jacob Clayman, attorney for the
Ohio CIO (‘ouncﬂ struck the onlv

NEWARK

Militant Labor Forum
Friday, Oct. 10—8:30 P. M.
GEORGE CLARKE
on
The CIO's Fight Against The
Taft-Hartley Slave Law.
423 Springfield Ave.

Admission Free.

NEW HAVEN
HICKMAN DEFENSE
MEETING
RAYMOND ROSS

Place: New Haven
Laber School
855 Grand Ave.

Date: Oct. 6, 8:30 P. M.

Speaker:.

5 L. %
Admission: Free

ing millions of hungry people in

bit\’ of profiteering .among business
firms,” said Jay D. Runkle, vice- n

. While the capitalist agents at the'
hearing presented an aggressive de-'

for achieving these measures was|:

By Almeda Kingsley

CLEVELAND, Sept. 29 — The Bender mid-continent
Congres‘sional committee to investigate high living costs clost
its sessions here last week without giving “the slightest &
of relief or hope for harried housewives struggling with' the

A steady stream of witnesses—industrialists, businessmen
consumer and labor spokcsmen*
-~testified before the commiit-

, tion against the HOL, they would

peatedly shown by its record that COUISe they would never think of”,
wuch measures.

|

1
0

‘ the consumers.

‘tually agreed to the wage-free

1f1ammatory spark of the h
when he charged the comiitteé h
pre-judged the issues in a prel
inary vesearch report before - the‘
hearing and said the people “h’we‘
the idea that thls investigation is
purely window dressing.”

- He noted that the committée r
porl “gave a clean bill of Health:
big business, the manufactu
farmer, wholesaler and retailer
The only criminal seems to be. the
worker and his pay check.”

In contrast to the respectful way.
the Big Business spokesmen were

handled, the committee fpok g
delight in trying to embarrass t
union spokesmen and to get them‘
to admit that wages should be
frozen. Some of the spokesmen,
particularly the Stalinists, did not
respond too well. " In fact, Nathan
Zahm, executive secretary of the'
Pregressive Citizens of America,

preposition when he was questioned
The committee members had little
or nothing -to say about how -to
combat rising prices. Senator
Sparkman (D.-Ala.) went so “far
as to say- that high prices: would
have to continue because of the big
national debt: “We've simply eh
tered a new day; that’s all.”
But there. was no reason: to:ex
pect this committee and the other
like it to do anything effective. If
they were really interested in ac= !

‘have stayed in Washington and
{ subpoenaed the books of the monop- ;
oly food corporations and tried to
(Ko sumething about the fabulou
profits which are one of the main
sources of high prices. But of

In part, the fight aoamst hlgh'
‘prices is a political fight, If we
| want action on high prlceu in Wash-
ington, we must elect to office
' genuine representatives of labor aid

/ \ ASK HaM 70O ,
¥ SUBSCH!&U V

701 - IPEI =S ! '

NOTICE

The Phuladeiphsa Chapter o
ACEWR is in need of a sewing
machine——fo mend old clothes
and make new garments. Call
EV. 6-8755 and ask for Goldy
Geldman,




Wlll You Sleep So Well"

By Theodore Kovalesky

man demanded and got $100 in advance . *and the
family of nine ‘toved into an attic room‘sixteen feet
long™ and fourt.een féet wide for $6 a’ week to» wait
until ‘the flat should be vacant.

You are’ ca,rrying a heevy rew
_sponsibility. A mans life hangs
in the balanhce, and you can do

““something to save it ’if you
want to.-

Of course, you’re not ‘the~ oniy
-one. There are. hundreds, thou-
sands, millions of - ‘other  people
who beéar the same responsibiiity

Were ho iights ih the room, ho gas, no water. There
was only onie little window. .. But what could they do?
Where could’ they’ go? Jim wanted his -$100 back,
but ‘Coletiian WOuldn't give it to him.

Then' Coléeman’ told him. to move, toid all the
Whether .or not they’ll do what's tenarits to move so he could make kitchenette apart-
I dont know But Im talking to ments and c’harg‘e more .rent. Where could they go?

CT5'T \When' they fefused He threatered them. * “I'll burn

- youséut? Coleman told Jim.
. Did he ‘do .ith Well; there was a flre in the house.
ted mystériously in the attic near the Hick-

. 1Y unknown stranger raced through

‘,the ‘housé warning the other tehants.  Nobody warned
- Hickmans. - ;

TS, Hickman. and two sons escaped with injuries,

put “fii’ the confitsion’ four: :young children from three

sort of
ut I don t think Jim chkman sleeps
éll; He doesn’t have to think . abbut
! ) lfor him yesterday meant horror and .
and- tomorrow may brmg i the electric

bed: Remember Wheén you were a* kidlliiﬁl%w ¢rawled
. ‘tnder the bed for safety? ‘That's Wh&t they did, but
ase,ha.s i 6 With’you, let s giv 5 &’911- & little it Wa.snt anyvgood You can’t hide like that {from
He's a Negro who came: froxn Mississippi ;
3 8 o came to the North- with ; his wite
d - kids, Jooking for 4 ‘land where 'a man could
what ‘was in him and get a: decent lifé with 4
Jin return.’ That's a fan- enough bargain
ith the world isn’t it?. s
came to Chicago’ in 1045 and went to wox‘k in
teel ‘mills. He - worked - and - saved for seven
ths until he could sénd for his family. ' They
t have had wonderful dreams about the noxt.h
hey' didn’t know . .. “The law has James chkman today. It has him
hicago didn’t spread “out the welcome mat for‘ locked in a cement and steel jailhouse. This month
e ‘Hickmans. - Chicago took Jim’s sweat and labor the law is trving James Hickman to see if it can shoot
in /ts great mills, but it Wouldnt give him 8 place clectricxty through his body and murder him for
eep. his famxly ’avenging his children ;
He ~pounded ' the pavements looking for ‘a. home CAnd- ‘that's where you come in, brother. Your
henihe: was ab, .work his wife searched “Biit 1t vheip is needed, your, money and your letters of pro-
preasy, -and- when he. met . a man named Da,vid test ~Af you' d(mt help, and lf they kill Jim Hick-
aman 'h, .offered him 'a four roOm ﬂae for: 350 'man will you sieep 50 weli in your bed? )

ér to ‘the’ day James Willis H'ickman shot David
Colema.n* :

* ,#" * . ) '
What Hickman

'I'he law deais ln technica.lltxes

age c
“dér;. even tho*ugh it miw be the housing shortage that's
really guilty.

te Negro Strugg]y - =/

reade savs “I havemo quarrel thh your ansWer ;
orge' F. McCray ‘in the Sept .15 Militant ‘on’"the -
C for ali oppr(‘ssed minorities to join together in
common . -action -againgt. tneir en-,
., émies, the . plutocrats.\ :
" you. think. -you, are - laying ¢
- little . thick "when. you vimpi, 7 th
!

6 competition for JObS not only
iﬁ other less-deslrabie jobs, Such

‘ enemies of - the: N‘égro.people :
ing ‘to try to- ‘depott or desztr\ : :
. No, I don't think. T wis laylng. n_

en '_exaggeration 4 danger it ma fece :
le not very many years-“from now.: tentio]
' a-re 1 ‘would l‘ife "to sitrd

ng ago as 1939 Leon Trotsky
‘th Umted States will be di-

‘foll ows & stralght pat wtha\ : -
toeted™ against he" Jewzs and the Negroes, but against

‘his - figi’_a d.ge

! the prornxse
gs are bad now, but th

ite faseist say at al demonstration that same year when
hé saw a’ Negro member of the Socialist Workers Par-
ty dxstribu ing me anti-fascist literature: < “‘A nigger
a } ke tumed inslde out 2

| ety w .
mooth and -even course, and the’ Negro strugg ,e is X
ofoundly affected-by the development of soclety s L
During the war, for example; when ' there *°
ortage and the capitalist svstem in~ this

and, it can propel it forward to un-
coesses {f "the workers are able to take
the situatlon ‘I have . exhausted my

; Was easier than at other times for Negroes
t Jdbs in the factoxies At that time, therefore,

We Want Meat'
By Grace. Carls(m

Men who are domg hard physwal work need more
protein food than do, other sections of the population.
Protems are found in all kinds.of cereals, nuts and
vegetables ‘but first-olass proteins ‘ are found only in
foods of animal origin—meat, eggs and cheese. At a
recent nutrltlonal conference, Professor Paul Can-
n(m of the Univeisitv of Chicago declared that giv-
ing, hungry people what have been lightly called the
"energy foods” is not enough Such foods, bread,
cereals and other cheap carbohydrates, will satisfy

unger but thev will not rebuild broken-down tissues
nor will ‘they buiid muscles.

Protems are ‘of first importance in body chemistry
and a. lack: of animal proteins in the diet will sharply
impair the bodys functxoning Such symptoms as
low blood pressure, nervousness, fatigue, frequent in-
fections, insomnia are often due to & lack of eggs,
meat, and cheese. ‘In addition, there may be pressure
pams in:. the head, ga.stro-intestmai distress, disturbed
_vision, cataracts skm ‘trouble, and, very frequently,

again next week

One reads that Senator Taft's infamous advice to
Anierican workers to ‘“eat less”—espeeially less
was made after he had just gone “through “a
»ig steak-at a Bar Assocxation bar-
secue -at - Sdnta Cruz,- California
This comes as no: surprise.. One
sakes it-for granted that the’ well-
aourished Senator and. his nicely-
sushiioned, wife.- “have chaWed
hrough many. a steak in their nch.

fetime. -
But it is a lxttie surprising to find
it that the highly-educated Sena-

or Taft is so thlck-headed thect :
stand that the workers aren’t: eating
ch- meat .these days. . What workmg class houseé-
includes porterhouse steak at $1.10 & b or ‘pork
at 95 cents a 1. on the family table? - And, ‘for
p Tafts mformation even the "cheaper" ‘cuts
don’t’ Jook verv ‘cheap to the worried worker.
eef liver at 55 cents a Ib. may be ‘the ‘kind of ‘food e9eM&: °"_SW"H‘"E ol fhe.1ect and Iegs.

t“is fed to the Taft cats but it ‘is ueh “too ‘ex: \ who, answer the Tafts ‘and the Trumans
ve-to be a regylar. item on the daily menu of hy saying, ‘(‘We ‘want meat—-—and ‘we' want the kind
erage wo,rkin‘g ‘¢class -home.. of- wages that -will'give ‘us a- ‘chancé” o buy enough

d - 1ts workets - who need meat not Senators! med are foliowmg the verv hestirbdich advice!
< <o 5 s UI" RO LE TN

TN L AN

L

“Notes from the News

PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS—The Catholic Church,
recently in the news for allowing some Negro stu-
ittee” chairman, was one of the backers of the Tru- dents into parochial schools in St. Louis, operates
s ‘ man Doctrine aid-to-Greece bill. Jim Crow schools throughout the South.

LI % S | LR

FREEDOM OF PRESS——An ad-
vertising boycott forced Don Mat-
chan to sell his paper, the Valley
¥ City (N.. Dak.) Times-Record. Lo-
* cal business interests .found the
raper too friendly to labor, too
f the Truman Doctrme
* * #*
'WAY OF LIFE—A Dbill to abolish use of the
Alabama prisons has just been killed in the
gislature. y

FITTING CHOIOE——Senator James H. McGrath
Rhode Island, the new Democratic National Com-

distribution. by conscientious objectors calling for an
amnesty of ‘COs still. in prison was brutally broken
up by police as the “Freedom Train” pulled into
Grand Central Station in New York. Twenty pickets
and distributbrs were arrested.

LTI

,CHICKEN -COOP‘EVICTION——Mr. and Mrs. Pay-
ette of Cleveland and their three small children are
being evicted. for the third time in 15 months. They
are now_being ousted from a 14 x 6 foot chicken coop
by city authorities. :

%% Tk
%* * %

o B y
"PLAY BANNED--The Broadway musical, Annie

* %k N :
UP—The Census Bureau reports that
}.colples dre sharing households with

it shows friendly relations between Negro trainmen
and -white passengers. Said the censors “It's social
equality .in.action.” = Besidés: “We don’t have Negro
conductors in the South.” i

It was & funnv thing, though the flat. rema.xned-
‘occinied and -Coléman kept takmg the $6 “There -

to fourteen years old were left, Thcy hid under the

ILITA

T
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Detront Motorcade Asks Action
On Rent Control and Evictions

Two Baskets Tell Story

Mrs. Nissa Feldminn of the League of Women Shoppers carried
these two baskets into the room where the Congressional committee
“investigating’® high prices conducted hearings in New York. The

inarticulate baskets spoke volumes.
1939 prices, the other held the 1947 equivalent,

300%.

One held groceries labeled with
The increase was
Federated Pictures

‘the 'Negtoes partxcularly, and in 2 Most terrible man-.

space hete but not the subject s0 I will return to it .

“FREEDOM TRAIN"?—A " picket line and leaflet

Get. Your ‘Gun, has beeh banned in Memphis because

Williams-for-Senate
,Appeal Issued in N. Y.

NEW YORK, Oct. 2 — Appealing to the voters of the
23rd Senatorial District for the election of Robert Williams,
the Socialist Workers Party campaign committee issued a
statement today denouncing the crimes of Big Business and
its political accomplices against the American workers.

followmg are excerpts from the*

statement:

A gigantic holdup is takmg place
before our very eyes today. A hand-
ful of capitalists are shaking down
the working people for the biggest
profit haul in the hlstory of the
country

This crime is an inside job. The
door was opened for the thieves of
Big Business by a Democratic Presi-
dent, 'a Republican Governor and
Bi-Partisan - Legislatures in Wash-
ington and Albany. But is was not
anough to lift the ceilings off prices
and rents.

Against the protests of millions
the capitalist politicians complied
with ‘Wall Street’s demands by en-
acting the Taft-Hartley Bill. This
Slave Labor Law ties the organiza-
tions of 15 million workers in a legal
knot by -court suits, injunctions and
other paralyzing methods.

The American people suffer under
the“ worst oppression they have

‘known since the Slave Power was

¥

destroyed in the Civil War.

The Democratic President threat-
ens the railroad workers with the
Army. The Republican Governor
uses state troopers to bar the doors
of the state capitol to a workers
delegation  protesting high rents
and  high prices., The Bi-Partisan
Congress passes the “loyalty” law
which puts a Gestapo over the
shoulder of every federal employee.
And the Bi-Partisan legislature in
Albany outlaws strikes ‘of state and
city employees.

Except for Negroes in ‘the South
few feel this oppression more keen-
ly than the people of Harlem. Prices
rise faster and higher in Harlem
than almost anywhere else. Here

The

lahdlords gouge tenants with ex-
orb]taht rentals for. rat, - infested
fire- traps which breed disease and
shut out the sunlight and the air,
The- houfing shortage is twice  as
severe because the wresidents are
trapped. Condemned by Jim Crow
barriers, restrictive covenants and
racial discrimination they are forc-
ed to remain in the Harlem Ghetto
—New York’s Number Cne Concen-
tration Camp.

This discrimination is legal
more legal than lynching in Geor-
gia.. It was approved by the Re-
publican legislature in Albany when
it adopted special legislation to per-
mit the Democratic New York City
Council to grant: the Jim Crow
Metropolitan Life Housing develop-
ment a $50,000,000 tax exemption.

The Socialist Workers Party has
entered this campaign to fight the
elestion of another accomplice of
Big Business to the legfslature.

The Socialist Workers Party has
entered this campaign to organize
the struggle against the profiteer-
ing corporations, against the greedy
real estate interests, against the
“boom and. bust” Wall Street gang,
against the imperialist plans for
a Third World War, against the
Jim Crow system.

A vote for the Socialist Workers
Party candidate is a vote to end
capitalist  exploitation, to make the
workers masters in their own house,
to establish a Workers and Farm-
ers government and usher in a So-
cialist Society of peace, plenty and
full équality.

Vote for Robert Williams, Social-
ist- Workers Pegty candidate for

Spirited Detroit
Mayor Campaign
Moves to Finish

DETROIT, Oct. 1—The So-
cialist Workers Party’s spirit-

| ed campaign to nominate How-

ard Lerner for Mayor in the
Oct. 7 primaries moved toward
a fighting finish this week as
the SWP candidate spoke at
a public forum sponsored by
the joint PAC committees of
the East Side UAW-CIO lo-
cals, lashed out at Governor
Sigler on the housing situdtion
and prepared for his radio
speech over Station WJLB on
Oct. § at 9 PM.

In his speech at the PAC forum,
Lerner placed the blame for the
housing crisis on the profit system
and charged that the real estate
sharks and profiteers in Detroit
were the main bottleneck to the
solution of the housing shortage in
this city.

Several other mayoralty candi-
dates spoke, and the CIO-endorsed
Council candidates were introduced.
Ernest Mazey, Briggs local PAC
chairman, chaired the meeting.

Lerner had  wired a demand to
Governor Sigler for action by this
week’s special session of the Legis-
lature on the pressing problems of
rent control and evictions. This
week  Lerner released the  text of
Sigler’s reply and. a blistering at-
tack on the governor for his evasive
answer.

“With 400 evictions weekly in the
city of Detroit, and winter ap-
proaching, the honorable governor
asks ‘the homeless to wait for the
January session of the Legislature
before rent controls und evictions
wil be placed on the agenda,” Ler-
ner points out. ‘By January snow
and sleet will cover the heads of
these evicted- families. The ‘few
weeks’ difference Sigler refers to
are in reality the three months of
cold, rain and snow of October,
November and December.

“Governor Sigler claims he does
not want to cause ‘undue hardships’
to the rural members of the Legis-
lature. May I remind the honor-
able governor that these legislators
were elected to office and are be-
ing paid, with taxes taken from
the people, to enact laws in the in-
terest of the people, and not to
manage their farms and estates?

‘“While you, Governor Sigler, will
enjoy a warm and comfortable
Christmas at your home on Macki-
nac Island or at your suite in the
Olds Hotel in Lansing, thousands
will be on the streets of Detroit
without shelter because of your
treacherous role on behalf of the
eral estate and banking interests of
Michigan.

“The only solution to the housing
crisis is to declare a state of emer-
gency in Michigan and issue a mor-
atorium on evictions, enact n rent
freeze and immediately begin con-
struction of low-rent housing.”

In addition to his radio address
on Oct. 5, Lerner will be the main
speaker at the Detroit SWP elec-
tion rally to be held the same eve-

State Senate.

ning -at 7 P. M.

+

DETROIT, Sept 28 — A

motorcade of more than 250

residents went to - Lansing yesterday to demand that Gov-

ernor Sigler and the special ses
diately pass a state law freezing
torium on evictions. - Sigler is o

sion of the Legislature imme-
all rents and deciarmg a mora-
ppesed to any consideration of

rents or evictions until the regular session of the Legislature

in January. +

The demonstration was spon-
sored jointly by the Greater
Detroit Tenants Council, the
UAW Housing Department,
and the Wayne County CIO
Council. Three chartered bus-
es and private cars took the
indignant tenants to the state
capitol, where the first stop was

the hall of Olds Local 652 of the
UAW.

Jack Lesnik, vice-president of the
Wayne County CIO Council and
organizer of the demonstration, out-
lined the tasks facing the tenants
in Michigan. Ernest Dillard, chair-
man of the Brewster Project Ten-
ants Council, spoke on the soli-
darity of white and Negro tenants
and the similarity of their p'ob-
lems.

R. J. Thomas, CIO national hous-
ing director, was introduced and led
the tenants out to the street in- a
march to the steps of the capitol.

Traffic was snarled as the par-
ticipants in the march, stretching
out for a full block and a half,
preceeded right down the middle
of the main street. Thousands of
Lansing citizens lined the streets
and applauded the colorful demon-
stration, which- was paced by the
Ford Local 600 sound truck.

On the capitol steps Thomas
laced it into Sigler for trying to
dodge “the hot potato of rent con-
trol.” He pointed out that the gov-

They carried signs reading:
Kim Sigler,” “Freeze Rents,” “We
Had Foxholes, Now Give Us Homes,”
“Stop Evictions,” etc.

ernor lives in a hotel suite and
won’t have to worry about the harsh

Michigan winters, or having to feed
his family. > )

“Sigler won’t have to worry, but
a lot of people will,” Thomas de-
clared. “A total of 400 families is
being evicted every week in De-
troit. This is a responsibility that

the governor cannot evade.”

The tenants then crossexd the

street and set up a picket line in
front of the Hotel Olds, home of

Sigler and most of the legislators.
“Evict

Many Lansing tenants joined the
line as it wound its way sxngle file

around the block.

The pickets re-formed on the
street in front of the hotel and led
by the sound truck resumed their
march. Half way back to the union .
hall the line was stopped by a-
squad of motor cycle cops who had
orders to haul in the sound truck
for violating a city ordinance.

The jailing of Lesnik and the
driver and the impounding of the
truck were prevented only by the
action of the tenants in reversing .
their field and beginning a march
on the police station.

The cape was then summarily
dismissed, and the truck was escort-
ed back to the tenants who broke

out with the singing of Solidarity.-

SWP Candidate in
San Francisco Race

SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 29+
—Frank A. Barbaria, the only
working class candidate for
Mayor of San Francisco in the
Nov. 4 elections, filed. his affi-
davit last week. Surrounded
by a group of his supporters
he filled out the necessary
forms before Registrar E. R.
Faucompre at City Hall, thus
opening his campaign.

A member of the Socialist Work-
grs Party, candidate Barbaria
stressed the need for the working
class to enter into independent class
politics. “We advocate the forma-
tion of an Independent Labor
Party,” he said to the press, “where
labor can nominate and elect can-
didates who come from labor’s ranks
and who are responsible to labor.
The old line conception of support-
ing your so-called friends and de-
feating your enemies has failed
miserably. Labor is in a weaker
position now than in many years.
We had hoped that the AFL and
CIO would sponsor their own can-
didates this year, and we were rearly
to- give them full support. But
since they have not done so, we
will center our campaign around
this major point.”

The full- program which will be
carried to the werkers in all parts
of the city reads: “Municipal low
cost housing; elimination of the
sales tax (tax the rich — mnot the
poor) ;

union committees to reor-

ganize transportation; against rﬁcial
and political discrimination; = for
consumer-union committees to in-
vestigate the high cost of living
(open employers’ books); for build-
ing labor’s own party responsible to
labor; for Socialism.”

Frank Barbaria was born in San
Jose, Calif., in 1914 and has lived -
in this state all his life. A resi-
dent of San Prancisco since 1923 he
was educated at Monroe Grammar
School ard Mission High, complet-
ing his education in junior electrical
engineering in 1932.

Entering the labor movement at
the age of 20, Barbaria participated
in the union organizing drive at
Union Iron Works, and was a mem-
ber of the strike committee during
the 1936 bitter 10-week strike. After .
being blacklisted by the company
because of his union activities, he
joined the Sailors Union of the
Pacific where he has since taken
part in all major struggles of the
union for better wages and worib
ing conditions.

An active fighter for Socialism °
since 1934, Barbaria has been a
firm defender of working class
rights. He believes that experience
will convince the workers that the
only way out of the blind alley of
capitalist exploitation, «lepressions
and atomic war is. the establish-
ment of a Workers and Farmers
Government which will then be able
to build a world of peace and plenty
for all.

Many Lessons n

, By George Lavan

‘The Yankee-Dodgers battle
will stand ocut in baseball his-
cory because for the first time
n a world series a Negro play-
:r, Jackie Robinson, will be on
‘he diamond.

Robinson’s success in enter-
ng a field previously barred to
41is race does not mean that
Jim Crow has vanished from pro-
fessional baseball nor that he wag
iven an equal chance. . On the
:ontrary, he had to be much bet-
ter than good enough to qualify as
. big league player; he had to sur-
mount hostility and obstacles no

| >ther rookie ever faced.

The decision of the Brooklyn
Dodgers’ owners to hire a Negro
slayer was not based on idealism,
yut on profits. The advent of star
talian and Jewish players had
swelled the gate receipts; similarly,
t was realized, the addition of a
Negro player would draw thousands
f new customers.

This box-office fact has been
mown - for many years. Yet no
eam would hire such outstanding
Vegro stars as Paige the pitcher,:
Jibson the catcher and many
athers.

blamed the fans for their own re-
fusal to admit Negroes. But the
fans’ enthusiastic reception of Rob-
inson this year indicated that they
were far ahead of the team owners
in wanting to end baseball Jim
Crow. As a matter of fact, it was
the pressure of the Negro people
and their organizations, and the
change in the social atmosphere
created during the last generation
by the rise of the CIO, that made
possible the so-called Robinson
“experiment.”

When Robinson was sent to the

International League’s Montreal
Club for seasoning, he met tre-
mendous cbstacles. Instead of)

comradeship with his teammates,
he found hostility. The explana-
tion for this, of course, was that he
was taking “a white man’s job.”
Robinson spoke only when spoken
to and remained throughout a tar-
get for insults by opponent play-
ers and lily white spectators.

In Jim Crow Baltimore he was
viciously booed. In Syracuse the
opposing team put a black cat out
on the field as he went to bat, At
the close of the season Robinson
was on the point of a nervous

|breakd0wn from the mental torture

to whlch he had been subjected.

The baseball magnates had often But h1s playing record dldn’t show

Jackie Robmsons Story

it. He led the Intematlonal
League with a batting average of
.349 and his club won the pennant.

This year, when he joined the
Brooklyn Doxigers, a set of rules
were fixed specially for him. Such
rules had never been inflicted on
any other player. He could not beef
against an umpire’s decision. If
insulted by another player, he had
to remain silent. He had to leave
the ballpark by a secret exit. Also
forbidden were social invitations
from white or Negro friends, writ-
ing newspaper articles and so on.

In addition to encountering hos-
tility from players and wumpires,
Robinson was also attacked by
some bigoted sports writers. Many
of ‘these attacks were -carefully
worded incitements to violence—
spiking and bean balls—against
him. Others implied that he was,
cowardly and was hiding behind the
cry of “prejudice” to avoid the phy-

sical hazards of a’rough and tum-.

ble game. d

On tour with the Dodgers- Robin-
son confronted not only the cold-
ness of teammates but the humilia-
tion all Negroes are subjected to in
restaurants and hotels in this coun-
try. In St. Louis and Philadelphia

(starting point of the “Freedom

Train”) he was denied lodging w1th
the rest of the team.

From the dugout the Phillies’
manager, Chapman, hurled filthy
insults at Robinson. The “sports-
men” among the St. Louis Cards
threatened a strike to drive Robin-
son from the big leagues. Several
times he was savagely spiked out of
sheer viciousness.

Despite ceaseless  persecution.
this rookie turned in a performance
spectacular in baseball annals.
Nor was he aided by any special
fayors from the manager. He was
assigned to first base, a position he
had never played before. As is well
known this is a southpaw’s position
and there have only been a few
great right-handed first basemen in
baseball history. Robinson, a right-
hander, had to change his whole
playing technique. ‘

Nevertheless his performance was
a major factor in giving the Dod-
gers the margin of victory neces-
sary to win the pennant. Robinson
led the National League in bases
stolen. He is also considered the
cleverest bunter in the sport.

Robinson’s brilliant first season
in the major leagues is to be hailed
as. another victory for the Negro

people in' their forward march

against job discrimination. It has
an excellent educational effect not
only on bigoted lily white players
but on bigoted fans as well, who
are being forced to abandon some
of their prejudices concerning al-
leged Negro inferiority. This is all
to the good. .

However, one swallow doesn’t
make a summer and the baseball
magnates must not be permitted to
make Robinson a token represenla-
tive of “equal” opportunity in the
big leagues. The big leagues must
be opened to every player with the
necessary skill witheut regard to
race or religion.

Jackie Robinson’s entry into the
major leagués dramatically demon-
strates how a Negro player’s tal-
ents can enrich a sport. But this..
is a Ione example in a small field.:
The free and unrestricted entry of
the Negro people into. all the cul-
tural and economic life of the na-
tion, would enable more talented
men and women to come to the
fore. :

How many Frederick Douglasses,
George Washington Carvers, Marian
Andersons; how many Negro Edi-
sons, Burbanks and Mayos is this
country deprived of because of the
reactionary system of race discrim-
ination? .
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