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Fighting Policy

Adopted By CIO

Packing

Union

By Ted Selander

CLEVELAND, May 8 —
marked every hour of their

In the militant spirit that
four-day convention, the 400

delegates to the Fourth Annual Convention of .the CIO
United Packinghouse Workers of Amenca answered. the

anti-labor drive of Big Bus1-uv

ness with fighting calls to
action on the economic and
political front. .

Their answer to the Hartley--

Taft straitjacket bills was “to :
urge the leaders of organized la-

bor to consider such militant

Joint national action as a one-

day national work stoppage.”
On the political field the pack-

inghouse workers

- gtratively

with both the Demo-
cratic an&

Republican parties.

also called on the union’s local
to run and support “independ-
_ ent candidates dedicated to the
interests of the ‘electorate and
that at the proper time along
with
community interested in the ob-
jective of the people’s welfare,
(they. should) join together for
the purpose of establishing an
independent political party so
as to give the voters an oppor-
tunity to vote for representatives

that will act in their interests.”.
In: presenting this resolution,

the chairman of the Resolutions
Committee, Milton Siegel, of
Armour Local 4 in St. Paul, de-.
clared that “the Democratic
- Party as well as the Republican
Party is a tool of the industrial

and financial monopolists.” He
reminded the delegates how
” Truman broke the railroad

strike last spring and. that more
Democrats voted for the slave-
labor Hartley. Bill than voted |
against it. Siegel got a big ova-|
“Is ‘there |
any redson  why we shouldn’t:
have packinghouse - workers in’
Congtess representing our inter-,
ests?”

This resolution came to the
floor only a few hours after Jack!
Kroll, director of the CIO Po-|
litical Action Committee,
to blame the workers for the re-
actionary Congress now in

funds for -another ‘“all-out fight!
to elect friends of labor in 1948.”

The packinghouse workers an-
“swered Kroll and the other un-

blazed the!
trail for the American union'
movement by breaking demon-

Its political action resolution

3] u i R\
gll other groups in the~: tinville, Louisiana. .

tried

- Washington and warned theyz
' better get busy and provide the he would die “like a man,” which India to the United States

<Supreme Court
Ruling Dooms |
Negro To Chair

By William Charles
An example of the kind of

have in store for minorities
was revealed last week when
‘the U.S. Supreme Court,
whose Bourbon. ' members
were appointed by Roosevelt
and Truman, gave their se-
cond judicial OK to the legal
iynching of an 18 year old Negro
youth, Willie Francis, at St. Mar-«

Francis was denied three times
appeals for mercy by the Louisi-
ana Supreme Court, and twice
by the  U.S. Supreme Court,

whick. -thus. upheld the convic- |

tion handed down at a mockery
of a trial in a Jim-Crow lower |
: court.

A year ago, young Francis
was taken to the electric chair
for a crime allegedly committed
at the age.of 15. The first at-
tempt to electrocute him failed
because of faulty equipment, and
ever since then the wheels of
“justice”
steadily forward to send this
youthful victim of Jim Crow
\through a second ordeal of elec~
| trocution.
" Before his

death Francis

thanked- the thousands-of peo=| ..
' ple in’ this country and abroad

who had supported the fight to |
‘save his life. Knowing his fate
| was sealed by the fascist-like ra-
- cial laws in Louisiana, which are
used by the Bourbon land-own-
ers and government officials to
| terrorize the working people into
submission, he decided to die
courageously.

Despite his youth, he declared

| was in contrast to the barbarous
i judges howling for his blood.:
After hearing of their decision, .
‘he invited his jailers to lead him |

justice the capitalist courts;

have. been grinding |

Buzld A Tank T rap'

NEW YORK, May 9 — Mr.

Asaf  Ali, Ambassador .from

and delegate to the United
Nations, “today received a
strong protest against ‘the

fon bureaucrats who, are trying to the execution and asked his arrest .in Madras, India of

- desperately to keep labor chaln-

ed to the Democratic and Re-'
publican parties, by saying: The
Packinghouse  Workers wit h.
200,000 ‘members are not going
to play the game of tweedledee |

are going to run independent
candidates and build an inde-
{Continued on Page 2)

and tweedledum any more. We'

lawyer to make no more appeals
on his behalf. Evidently he had .
concluded that a second trip to
the chair would be an act of
mercy compared to the agony of
living under the “four freedoms”

|
i

lives 'in the last imperialistic
war.

fascist regime. As reported

Bilbao Strike Disturbs
Franco’s Fascist Rule

The Spanish workers have dealt a stiff blow to Franco’s

in last week’s Militant, work

stoppages occurred throughout Spain on May Day. The
Franco regime singled out the Basque workers of Bilbao

for reprisals.

The May Day strike had
* been especially impressive in
Bilbao, second industrial cen-
ter of Spain. For two days
the workers had shut down
tight the great steel mills, mines
and shipyards, including the
Babcock and Wilcox machine
shops. -

Provificial Governor Riesta or-
dered mass arrests, but the strike
remained solid. Then he decreed
that all workers who had parti-
cipate in the anti-Franco de-

, monstration were to lose all sen-
jority rights, suffer pay cuts and
lose pension rights.

STRIKE SPREADS

The strike spread to other
Basque cities. Guipuzcoa prov-
ince was the scene of sympathy
strikes which closed munition,

. sewing machine' and. bicycle

“plants.

Although the news is suppress-
ed and the little that does get
through is heavily censored, it
is apparent that the announced
penalties will not all be carried
out. The Franco regime has been
badly shaken.

. The N. Y. Times reporis that

“Whatever ‘penalties individuals
'may suffer, the workers in gen-
eral have scored in a way that
observers would not have be-
lieved possible in defiance of the

Although Governor Riesta has

1the arrested strikers had been
released citizens of Bilbao con-
tradicted this statement. They
told reporters that at least sev-
eral. hundred workers were still
under arrest and that many had
been severely beaten by the pol-
ice. :

Inasmuch as the sympathy
strikes in Guipuzcoa - were not
known to the outside world till
the authorities announced they '
were over there is reason to be-
lieve that other sympathy strikes |
also took place.

‘Outside of the Basque area the
Franco government  pretended
not to notice the May Day stop-
pages.

May Day in Spain strikingly
shows the weakness of the Fran-
co police regime and the mount~
ing revolutionary spirit of the

masses.

which were so lavishly promised |
the Negro youth who gave their |

iron-fisted Franco police system.” |

told reporters that nearly all of |

C.S.S. Antony Pillai, president of
{ the All-India Tra,c%e Union-Con-
gress; together with several other
labor leaders. ..

This protest. was signed by
George 8., Schuyler, -editor of
the Pittsburgh Courier; Philip
Rahv, editor of Partisan Review;
Dwight Macdonald, editor of Pol-
itics; Farrell Dobbs, editor of
The Militant; Emanuel Garrett,
editor of Labor Action;. E. R.
Frank, editor of Fourth Inter-
national; Max Shachtman, edi-
tor of New International; and
James T. Farrell, novelist.

The text of their protest fol-
lows: .

“The undersigned have been
informed of the following facts:

“C.S.S. Antony Pillai, president
of the Madras Labor Union and
member of the General Coun-
cil of the All-India Trade Union
Congress, - together with Colvin
R. De Silva, Muttiah, and -other
members of the Bolshevik Len-
"inist Party of India were arrest-
jed and imprisoned on April 16.
i These men have been persecuted
for leading and supporting a
strike by 14,500 workers of the

tile Mill' in Madras.
demanded that the workers be
provided with decent housing, a
cost-of-living bonus to meet in-

sary benefits.
“These. just demands were
met with violence and terror.

Minneapolis Vote

MINNEAPOLIS, May 13 — V.
R. Dunne,

credited with 1,069 votes in yes-
terday’s municipal primary elec-
tions, according to complete un-
official returns. This represent-

vote for this office received in
1943.

Dunne ran sixth in a field of
13 mayoralty candidates. See
next weex’s Militant for full
story.

Buckingham and Carnatic Tex-}
The union |

flated prices, and o,ther neces-.

‘Socialist Workers
| Party candidate for Mayor, was

ed a 37% increase over the SWP"

Antony Pillai was arrested un-
der the Public Safety Bill, a no-

torious anti-labor weapon re-

cently passed by the Madras .
legislature.

“In reply to this arrest of their
leader, 100,000 workers struck in
a 24-hour protest on March 31.

When, on April 8, a demonstra-|-

tion of women and children at-
tempted to petition the Madras
premier for the release of An~
tony Pillai, they were heavily
tear-gassed, clubbed and whip-
ped by the police. Meanwhile the
textile strike continues.

“We, the undersigned, have
consistently supported the fight
of the Indian people for freedom

: from all imperialist oppression.

We have no less consistently de-
fended the rights of workers in
all countries to organize -and
strike to better their conditions.
We believe that no country can
be free if unrestricted exercise
of these elementary democratic
rights is denied to labor organ-
izations, or if their leaders are

persecuted for their political be=-

liefs.

‘“For these reasons, we  urge
the immediate release  of the
arrested trade union:leaders and

n India

8 and ordered to return to Bom-

members of the Bolshevik Len-
inist Party of India and further
ask - that you transmit this re-

ment.”

quest at once to your govern-‘

Socialis,‘t»Party/ Leader
Arrested In Madras

United Press dispatches from
Madras, India, last week report-
ed that Jai Prakash Narain,
leader. of the Indian Congress
Socialist Party, was arrested by
Hyderabad state police on May

bay.

Narain had come to Madras
on a political lecture tour- and
had refused to comply with earl-
ier instructions to call off a
meeting he addressed on - the
evening of May 7.

Widespread rioting broke out
in strike-torn Madras after Na-
rain was deported from the city.
Many  police were injured, ac-
cording to the UP reports, and
the disturbances were not quell-
ed until after the police had
been - reinforced with detach-

‘|movement in other ways.

MORE UNION BODI
ALL FOR 24-HOUR STRIK

Mahonmg County
Cl0 Council
Urges Stoppage

By Harry Frankel
YOUNGSTOWN, May 10 —

‘| The Mahoning County CIO

Council at its last regular
meeting called’upon the na-
tional CIO to initiate a 24-
hour general work stoppage
throughout  the nation. The
Council favors such -a-stoppage
as a4 blow against the plans of
Big Business and the politicians
of both major parties to ham-
string labor, and as a protest
against the anti-labor bl]lS now
pending. ’

This 'is the latest in. a series
of moves against the labor-
baiters undertaken by the labor

|movement in Ohio. On April 30,

over 2,000 CIO and AFL work-
ers crowded into the State Sen-
ate chamber in Columbus to
protest bills to outlaw the clos-
ed shop and hit at the labor
The
workers hooted, cheered, whis-.
tled, sat in the aisles, and in
other ways broke the Senate
rules and disturbed the decorum
of that august body

READY TO FIGHT

Representatives of the AFL
and CIO told the Senators that
labor would not be intimidated.
Labor, -they said, has fought in
the past and is ready to fight
again in the future. Passage of
the law would only make a lot
of law-breakers, one-of the AFL:
speakers said,) and he for one
would not advocate not break-

ing the law.
The CIO speakers pointed out
that tms present. cainpaign

being conducted under the slo-
gan “Against the Labor Mono-
poly” is similar to the cam-
paign of 1900 “For the Open
Shop,” and the 1919 banners of
big capital, “For the American
Plan.” All of these -drives were

“Americanism,” but none of
them succeeded in breaking the
labor movement.

masked behind the ecries of |

lOIN

DemamIA Action A gamst i

\Anti-Labor Legislation.

 As the Senate by a vote of 68 to 24 passed the
worst anti-labor leglslatlon in decades, an increas- -
ing number of union bodies called for a 24-hour
nation-wide protest strike. Only by such mlhtant :

action, they hold, can la-®——

bor hope to halt Wall
Street’s drive to smash un-
ionism in America.

The Fourth Annual Con-
vention of the CIO TUnited
Packinghouse Workers of Am-
erica last week urged “the lead-
ers of organized labor to consid-
er such militant joint national
action as @ one-day national.
work stoppage” in answer to the
Hartley-Taft slave labor bills.

The Mahoning County, Ohio,
CIO Council on May 10 called
for a 24-hour general work stop-
page throughout the nation as
a blow against the plans of Big
Business to hamstring labor.

On May 11 the Western Mary-

land Labor TUnity Conference,
consisting of 19 AFL, CIO and
independent unions with 20,000 i

members, wired heads of all-un-
fons urging a one-day protest |
stoppage if the bills pass. :

‘The first of such resolutions
was passed by the Greater Flint
Industrial Council of the CIO,
Michigan, on April 26. They call-
ed on the National CIO “to im-

‘mediately .call a-24-hour Gener-

al Strike thmughout the U.S.” .

‘’A ‘conferenc: of the Foundry
Council of the €IO: United Auto,
Workers, held in.Cleveland Aprxl
26-28, likewise called for “a na-_
tional labor holiday of all mem-

bers of the labor movement — |

CIO, AFL, Railroad Brother-
hoods and i'idependents——m pro-
test against anfti-labor legisla-
tion and as a demonstration of
labor’s solidarity, unity and
fighting determmation to defeat
reaction.”

A- number of smaller labor
bodies have passed similar reso-
lutions. For instance, a confer-
ence of 200 shop ’stewards re-

presenting the AFL, CIO -and -
Railroad Brotherhoods of Mans-

field, Ohio, called for a one-day
protest holiday. And District 3,

New York Upstate Council of the
CIO United Electrical Workers,
urged Philip Murray to call' a
one-day national stoppage. .

Meanwhile, the .top bureau-

crats of the AFL, CIO dand. Rail~
road Brotherhoods, were bank«
ing wholly on a veto of the Taft-
Hartley bills by President Tru-
man. High-ranking: Democrats
predioted . that: Truman ‘would
exercise. the veto, but Truman:
gave no -indication of. his views’
while the bills. were. being de-
bated, -refusing to put pressure:

| on Congress and refusing to'mo-

bilize public opinion against the b,
Taft machine.

Truman is known to favor';
strong  anti-labor legislation;’.

‘however heé fears the -conse~ b

guences at the polls in’ 1948: AL

~|'he :goes on record for the’ Taﬂ:-'

Hartley bills.
A week ago (May T the Wash- :
ington correspondent of the Wall -
Street Journal reported that :
Truman’s _sirategy would be to
refuse to sign the ‘meastire and
to make counter-recommends-
tions, trimnfing off some of the
‘most vicious: itet

in all the major provisions .de«"
manded by Big Business. '
This was the old Roosevelt
strategy — to sponsor: tough
measures while at the same tifne
gaining -credit for “defending”
labor from worse measures Writ=:
ten by Congress. On- May 9:a
group of Democratic Sena.bors
offered such a “substitute” mea-
sure. Its “mildness” can- beé.
judged from the fact. that ‘it
would cut the heart out of the
Wagner Act. :

By Alan Kohlman
MAY 12 — After five weeks
of heroic and inspiring strug-
gle, the strike of 340,000
phone workers is slowing

ready signed new contracts,
while final negotiations continue
for Bell workers in 14 states as
well as Western Electric factory
and installation workers.

The strike settlements are be-
ing concluded on state and re-
gional levels, with wage raises
ranging from $2.50 in the South
to $4.79 in New Jersey. Most

ments of troops

other issues in dlspute are bemg

to a halt. Over half have al-.

settled by compromise or re-
ferred to arbitration. The disso~
lution of the 49-member Nation-
al ‘Policy Committee of the Na-

Workers paved the way for these
divergent. . and uneven settle-
ments.

.The N. Y. Times gloats that
 the: stnke has ended in “defeat.”
It is true that the settlements
fall short of the original aims of
the strikers, but that is only one
side of the picture. Equally im-
portant are the facts that the
phone workers did succeed in
wringing pay concessions from
AT&'I'-Bell and that their young

Hunger Demonstrat:ons Sweep Germany

Great hunger demonstra-
tions swept Germany last
week. Protesting the com-
plete breakdown of the ration
system, million of workers
stopped work and in mass meet-
ings demanded enough-food for
their families to exist on.

In Hamburg the greatest. mass
meeting held in Germany - since
the end of the war was the cul-
mination of a general strike.
120,000 workers gathered before
the Hamburg Trade Union head-
quarters and appealed to the
world for more food. Adolf Kum-
mernuss, chairman of the Ham-
burg Federation of Trade Union-
ists, declared: “We want to tell
the world..that a.man can not
live on 800 calories.” The pla-
cards of the strikers read: “We
are hungry — give us bread ” and
“We can’t work when starving.”

The protest against the star-
vation diet has rapidly spread
to Solingen and Hamm in the

 workers really receive and it is

-of 1,550 calories was cut to 1,200

'Ruhr where general stnkes are
reported. : Demonstrations are
also ‘reported in Hanover aq\d
Brunswick. - In Bochum union
leaders met to decide whether
they should call a two-day gen-
eral strike.

This gigantic protest move-
‘ment has as its immediate cause
the catastrophic drop in the
meager rations to what is almost
the vanishing point.

There are two rations in Ger-
many: the “official” and the ac-
tual. The actual one is what the

always less: than the “official”.
* On April:1 the official ration

calories. Two weeks iater General
Clay admitted the crisis and that
the actual ration was to fall to
915 calories.

Now the situation, especially
in the great industrial cities of
the British zone, has reached the

the ratmn level is falling below
650 calories.

ACEWR Plans To
Cable Packages

NEW YORK, May 12 — The
American Committee for Euro-
pean Workers Relief today an-
nounced plans to cable ‘food

of Germany. Cable food -deliv-
eries take from 4 to 10 days.
Such orders will go to compan-
ies holding food stockpiles in Hol-
land, Denmark, Switzerland and
in Germany itself. This method
is more expensive but faster.
In its emergency appeal for
aid to Germany, the ACEWR
pointed out that the food situa-
tion is more critical than ever.
In some parts of the Ruhr the
ration is below 650 calories a
day - the equivalent of three
five-cent chocolate bars. A min-

lowest point yet. In many cities

imum healthful diet must con-

-

Tk
SR

packages to the starvation zones.

bgm at least 2,000 calories a day.
"Most . of the recipients of
ACEWR relief are former con-
centration camp prisoners who
emerged after five to ten years

| with “shattered health.

Speed means as much now as
dollars. ‘Next week may be too
late. $13.50 will cable ten pounds
of high-calory food to starving
Hamburg or the Ruhr. -

All checks and money orders
should be payable to the Am-
erican Committee for European
‘Workers: Relief, -130 W. 23 St.,
New York 11, N. Y.

Beginning Next Weeke
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tional Federation of {Telephone

~ment, was th-

Local Settlements Pave Way
For End Of Telephone Strike

and mexpenenced umm, bhouzh
weakened in influence,, resourcesx
and prestige, is still :intact. ;

In addition, many reports ins
dicate that the rank and :file
members, though - disheartened
by the setbacks they. have .re-
ceived, are not demoralized and-
are ready to reorganize in pre-;
paratiog for new battles. What<
ever the Times may - write,. the.
phone monopoly knows. that this
spirit of the rank and file-is-a
sign of new battles ahead. :

IMPORTANT EVENT

It was no small achievement
for the phone workers to ¢hal-:

'lenge this powerful ‘monopoly

for five long weeks, especially
under present conditions 'when
Congress is engaged in:the worst
anti-labor -drive in decades and
most union leaders were ready to
make any kind of wage settle-
ment they could get. In: fact,
the very launching of this- strike
was an_ important event in la-
bor history.

Only eight years ago, th‘eser
phone workers were .still  in-the
stranglehold of company union-
ism and the ‘“paternalistic” vise
of the AT&T overlords. The great
transformation of white  collar -
workers, the majority of ‘them
women, from docile servants of
the communications . trust into:
front-line pickets, exemplifies the:
forward march of unionism into
the nerve center of Big Business.

' The magnificent fight and. high.
1| morale of these newly-unionized,

forces achieved high levels of
militaniey in.the best traditions .
of the American working class.”

Another development in- this
strike, of great political signi-
ficance to the entire labor move=-
determined stand
(Continued on Page 5) -

'in the Repubs
lican-sponsored bill, but leaviné i
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The Mad Dog Of The Labor Movement

Among the whole gang of corrupt and contented labor
fakers who infest the labor movement to its detriment —
especially the AFL unions — and fatten on their crimes
against the workers, one in particular is striving, not with-

out success,
himself as ~ the greatest
scoundrel of them all. This is
Daniel J. Tobin, the $30,000
a year president of the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters,
who has already won for himself
the title of The Mad Dog of the
Labor Movement and is demon-
strating his right to hold it
against all comers.

Tobin, a relic of the horse and
buggy days of trade unionism,
is a_small-souled, grasping, self-
ish old reprobate who thinks the
teamsters’ union exists for his
personal benefit. In addition to
his huge salary he taps the un~
ion treasury for heavy expenses
and pre-paid vacation trips for
himself and family, and makes
the union carry his son, whom
he is grooming to become his
successor, on the pay-roll at a
fancy honorarium. A rich man
himself, he fawns on the bosses
and the capitalist politicians, but
fights the rank and file workers
with savage fury. In all his long
and malodorous career he has
never yet been caught in a gen-
erous impulse or a gesture of
good will and solidarity toward
the workers who pay his exor-
bitant salary.

_ A SKILLED OPERATOR

Tobin mever knew. anything
about organizing workers and
leading them in struggle to bet-
ter their conditions. But he Is
an expert mechanic in the vile
trade of breaking strikes, smash-
ing ‘democracy in local unions,
working in cahoots with the
hosses to keep rebellious work-
ers from making a living at their
trade, and spilling blood in
gangster raids on the jurisdic-
tion of other unions, and he is

‘getting more proficient as he

gets older. '
Tobin disposes of a huge trea-
sury — $14,800,000 at the last
report .— accumulated from the
dues payments of the hard-
working and underpaid members
of the union, and he utilizes a
large part of it to maintain what
amounts to a private army of |
murderous thugs, recruited in
part from the underworld, many
of whom have criminal records.
These gangsters, under Tobin’s
diréction, usually operating un-
der- the benevolent indifference
of the authorities who are “taken
care of” in various ways, wage
war on the rank and file of the
Teamsters Union, and are at
present especially preoccupied
with a jurisdictional war to force
the brewery workers to quit the
union of their choice (g
Brewery Workers Union, one of
the oldest industrial unions and
one well-respected in the labor
movement — and to compel them
to pay dues into the Teamsters

Uniont,. whather they desire to |

or not.

In this campaign beating,
maiming, incendiarism and dy-
namiting are routine procedures
and murder is not excluded. An-
nouncing a “knock down drag-
out fight” against the brewery
workers, Tobin sent his private
army of professional thugs into
Pittsburgh. They moved in on
Pittsburgh to convince the brew-
ery workers that they should
give up their own union, now af-
filiated with the CIO ‘as a re- |
sult of a free vote of the mem- !
pership for that preference, and
sign up in Tobin’s union. And
this “convincing” process did not
take: the form of ideological dis- |
quisition or logical eluaidation. :
Tobin’s mobsters relied on ar-
guments of another kind learn-
ed in' their own school, which
honors Capone and Dillinger
more than Plato and Aristotle.

USUAL PRACTICE

The usual practice of pulling
drivers off their trucks and beat-
ing them within an inch of their
lives ‘was tried first but did not
work very well. The Pittsburgh
brewery drivers, with the help of
other CIO fellow unionists,

to distinguish

-

proved able to defend themselves
on this ground. Tobin’s impor-
tees then resorted to other tech-
niques. One of' their ‘arguments
in favor of the AFL as against
the CIO was the use of a little
homemade gadget known as the
fire bomb. These fire bombs, as
one reporter described them,
“were simple, devilishly destruc-
tive little devices comsisting us-
ually of a 200 watt electric light
‘bulb, with a hole cut in one end.
These were filled with high test
gasoline, and the hole then plug-
ged with surgical gauze, provid-
ing a fuse to be lighted. Tossed
into the cab of a beer truck, they
instantly sprayed both truck and
driver with flaming gasoline.”

These weapons were supple-
mented later with high explo-
sive bombs, charged with dyna-
mite, which were recklessly
thrown through the windows of
distributors handling the CIO
beer, regardless of the possible
consequences to people living, in
the building. Testimony before
the House Labor Committee,
which investigated the Pitts-
burgh “beer war,” chalked up a
score at that time of ten fire
bombings of stores, five explo-
sive bombings, and seven trucks
bombed and burned. That was
over three months ago. The lat-
est scores are not in yet. At pres-
ent there is a “truce” in Pitts-
burgh — the publicity about his
fire-bombers and dynamiters got
too hot for Tobin — hbut he is
still recklessly carrying on his
“war” in other parts of the coun-
try, spending lavish sums of the
union’s money to fight another
union.

WHAT’'S ON THE AGENDA

At this time, when the reac-
tionary offensive against the
workers on all fronts calls for a
‘labor leadership which would
map out the strategy of a coun-
‘ter-offensive and inspire the
workers for the struggle, Tobin's
hand-picked Executive Board
occupies itself primarily with the
. war against the workers.

{ The three principal items on
the agenda of the latest meeting,
las reported in the March and
April issues of Tobin’s official
magazine ‘The International
Teamster were:

% (1) Hearing of appeals from
rank and file workers who had
heen suspended or expelled from
various local unions, which were
of course denied;

(2) TUnanimously “approving
“he acts of the general president
‘nd his assistant In the brewery
and other matters,” and “in-

structing and empowering the !

yeneral president to continue fi-

nancial aid in these matters as

long as the general president :
\ deems it advisable”; and

(3) The adoption of a resolu-
"mon to take rigorous action

lagainst “unauthorized” strikes,
i.e., strikes which the general
president does not approve,

which he nearly always does
“By unanimous action. the |

not.
Executive Board decided that all
uanions bringing about unauthor-
ized strikes be censured and con-
demned and if necessary that
the officers be removed.”

The published proceedings of
the Executive Board dealing with
i the appeals of suspended and
expelled members read like the
minutes of an Army court-mar-
tial  conducted by officers who

act from the premise that the |

. private soldier is always wrong
| There is the appeal of 13 mem-
bers of Local No. 549, Kingsport,
Tennessee, who had been ex-
pelled for unstated reasons, prob-
ably for striking or talking out
of turn. “Decision sustained and
the appeals denied,” 'in the case
of ten of the appellants. But
for all that, the report shows,
Tobin’s Board will give a work-
er a nickel’s worth of justice if

God, grants mercy to penitent
sinners — but not too much.

he humbles himself. Tobin, like |

The penalty of three other ap-
pellants was modified “in view
of their expressions of repent-
ance.” Their sentence was com-~
muted to one year of suspension
with “probation for a. period of
two additional years.” Whether
these three suspended members
who “repented”-will be permitted
to work and make a living at
their. trade durmg the suspen-
sion was not stated. Probably not.

MINNEAPOLIS RECORD

Tobin’s criminal activities in
Minneapolis have been rather
widely advertised.” It is knowa
that he tried to break the great
strikes in 1934. He didn’t suc-
ceed then and could not prevent
a strong union being built up
without him and in spite of him.
He then tried to get rid of the
honest, fighting leaders of the
union in 1941 by placing the un-
ion in “receivership.” When the
rank and file revolted against
that, he called the federal cops
through his friend President
Roosevelt, and simply had the
leaders thvown into prison. At
the same time, a horde of To-
bin’s gangsters, armed with
blackjacks and baseball bats,
were turned loose on the truck-
ing districts, with the open con-
nivance of the city police, to
force the truck drivers to wear
the button of Tobin’s “reorgan-
ized” local. The State Labor
Board, under Governor Stassen,
denied the workers the right ‘of
an election to register their pre-
ference. In return for that favor,
the labor-hating Governor, au-
thor of the notorious Minnesota
“Slave Labor Law,” was intro-
duced as the guest of honor and
highly praised by Tobin at the
subsequent international con-
vention of the IBT.

Having tasted blood in Minne~
apolis, Tobin has been running
wild ever since in
campaigh against any sign of in-
dependence or militancy in the
ranks of the International Bro-
therhcod of Teamsters. At the
pres=nt time approximately 40%
of the local unions are under
“receivership” with appointed
officers and no autonomous
rights. This simple fact in itself
is the most devastating testi-
mony of the extent of the rank
‘and file discontent and revolt
i against the tyranny and treach-
ery-of this mean-spirited, vicious
old man and the whole gang of
well-heeled labor skates and
common crooks who make up his
unsavory machine.

REBEL TEAMSTERS

With this tide of rank and file
i revolt rising all around him, To-
bin spits hydrophobic venom in
the faces of the union member-
ship and threatens to spend
‘their own money —— the money
| they paid into the treasury of
| the International Union — to
fight them and beat them down.
He warns “any foolish group in
any district” that they “must
}geb this into their heads now —.
‘tl 1at if they ever get so cocky
and self-important that they
think they can defeat this In-
ternational Union they are mak-
ing the mistake of their lives.
V'e don’t want trouble and dis-
agreement, but when it is forced
on us, we will never back down
if it costs every dollar in the
treasury.” You fight me, and I'll
hire more gangsters to fight you
— that is Tobin’s April message
to the rebel teamsters. There is
no doubt about it, one can buy
a lot of professional thugs with
$14,800,000.
~ Daniel J. Tobin employs yet
another murderous weapon in
his war against the rank and file
of the IBT. He reinforces his
brutal dictatorship over the local
unions of the Teamsters Inter-
national by the device of first ex-
nelling dissident workers and
then taking their bread and but-
ter away from them by “taking
them off the job.” In the April
number of The International
Teamster, Tobin boasts abecut
breaking up-an opposition to the
gangster-ridden uuion machine
in St. Louis which culminated in
a strike. “The International Un-
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his violent

: By George Breitman
When the conventxon of the CIO United Packinghouse
Workers voted last week to break with both capitalist par-
ties, it took one of the most encouraging political steps made
by any section of the union movement since the end of the

timeto the aspirations of
nmiillions of American workers
who are fed up with capital-
ist politics and want to es-
tablish a party of their own that
will represent their interests on
the political field as their un-
jons represent them on the econ-
omic field.

The UPWA is not the first in-
ternational union to criticize
both the Democratic and Repub-
lican parties; but it is the first
in recent years to condemn them
equally and to urge the workers
not to support - either. Such a
stand — without any reserva-
tions, ifs, ands or buts — is ah-
solutely necessary if labor is to
be able to defend itself against
the political attacks of Big Busi-
ness. For this bold and wise de-
claration the UPWA deserves
the gratitude and support of the
whole labor movement.
Similarly welcome is the

war. It gave voice at the same®

UPWA decision to help nomin~'

ate and work for the election of
independent -candidates, . pend-
ing formation - “at the proper
time” of ‘an independent politi-
cal party. Only last month mem-
bers of UPWA District No. 2 in
South St. Paul, Minnesota, show-
ed what could be:done in this di~
rection by nominating and elect-
ing independent labor candidates
as Aldermen and members of
the School Board. Political ac-
tion of this kind on a local scale
throughout the country can
greatly strengthen the movement
for a labor party. )

The UPWA resolution is thor«
oughly progressive as compared
with the position taken by other
CIO and AFL internationals and
by the CIO-PAC, which are
committed to supporting so-call~
ed progressive candidates in the
two capitalist parties. But it still
leaves some questions without
clear or complete answers.

What, for example, is meant
by the formulation about creat-

proper time”? The UPWA of
course cannot create a new par-
ty by itself. Such a party can be

formed only when it has--suffi-|

cient union and mass  support.
No ‘one -can have any  quarrel

with the resolution’s formula~-|
j tion if ‘that is what it meant to-

say. W
DIFFERENT MEANINGS

But on the other hand, “at the
proper time” can have an entire-
ly different meaning. It can
mean, for example, that the pre-
sent time is not the proper time,
politically speaking, no matter
how much support the new par-
ty movement may have. Such a
position is taken by many union
leaders. If that is what is meant,

then it is dead wrong.

For in a political sense “the
proper time” for a labor party
is right now, -or as soon as is
humanly possible. The longer its
formation is delayed, the long-
er the capitalist. politicians will
remain in power.

A resolution on labor political
action should not be vague on
this question, but should expli-
¢itly stress the need for inde-
pendent political action at the

pendent party pledged to the
cause and needs of labor.

So many delegates wanted to
speak in favor of the political |
action resolution that it vgs
necesary at adjournment time
for the chairman, President
Ralph Helstein, to entertain a
motion to suspend the rules and
permit the séssion to run over-
time.

The Iowa delegation told in
detail how the Democrats and
Republicans in the Iowa Legis-
lature handcuffed the labor
movement by passing the Anti-
Union Security Law which wipes
out every closed shop, union
shop and maintenance of mem-
bership contract in Iowa. The
law permits the checkoff of un-
ion dues only in the event that
there has been a written, nota-
rized authorization signed by
the individual employe and his
wife, if married.

The Canadian delegates stat-
ed that they had learned more|
than 10 years ago that they,
could not place any trust in.
their two. major pa;ties, the |
jon sent in a number of men,”
he 'says significantly, meaning
a mob of strong-arm men whose
assighment was to waylay the
strikers and beat them up —
“and every business agent and
officer of our local unions in this
city of St. Louis pledged his full,
and undivided help.” It is known
to Tobin that one of these local
“pusiness agents,” in fact the

in St. Louis, is a gangster with a
criminal record.

According to Tobin’s account,
the leading rank and file mili-
tants in the strike — truck driv-
ers, not gangsters — also had
the bad habit of “continuously
finding fault with the union of-
ficers.” Consequently, “the gen-

eral president ordered that
charges be preferred against
them.” And of course, “several

of them were expelled from the
union.”

Next came the deal with the
bosses. Says Tobin: “The em-
ployers were notified that those
men were no longer members
of the union and that our unicn
shop agreement must be observ-
ed. The employers complied with
the agreement, and those indi-
viduals were laid off by the em-
ployers.”. By this combination of
anti-labor measures the strike
was broken. The workers were
beaten and'forced into line. It
was “a famous victory,” and To-
bin gloats over it. “In a few
days,” he writes, the men “beg-
ged to be allowed to go back to
work.,” Maybe the poor devils
had families to support. And
maybe the families were hungry.
The proudest men have béen
known to submit under such cir-
cumstances.

But proud men who beg
through clenched teeth are dan-
gerous animals to provoke. There
are many of them in the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Team-
sters at the present time, and
their number is steadily growing.
One -of these days they are go-
ing to count noses and come to
the conclusion that they are
strong enough, if they all act
together, to put a stop to the
humiliations and defeats im-
posed upon them by brutal vio-
Tence and treacherous collusion
with the bosses. That will be a
bad day for the Mad Deg of the
Labor Movement. The dogcatch-
ers will catch up with him.

S o el i e L e

e

boss of the whole Tobin set-up |

(Continued from Page 1)

Tory and Liberal Parties.
in the Thirties they began bulld-
ing the CCF as an independent

workers’ and farmers’ party. The
from Saskatchewan.:

delegates
where the CCF is in power, read
copies of their province’s laws

guaranteeing civil liberties and:
labor’s right to organize, smkeIer Workmen of America.

and picket.
In the discussion, it was no-

Fighting Program Adopted

By CIO Packing Workers
|

Back | 115 cents an hour, retroactive to

the wage clauses in existing con-
tracts and demand an increase of

April 1, 1947, from the Big Four
who employ aboéut 80,000 work-
ers. The officers were also di-
rected to coordinate their ef-
forts for the 15 cents wage in-
crease with the AFL Amalga-
mated Meat Cutters and Butch-

The convention also adopted
a program calling for a 30-hour

ticeable that speakers from the | ..., without reduction in pay;

strong Stalinist delegation lim-
ited their speeches on this ques-
tion to exhorting the convention
to “political action.” They didn’t
say anything about the Demo-

over: “We've got to start earlier
and ring more door bells, regist-
er the workers, get their dollars
into the PAC, get them out to
vote, etc.,.ete.”

They kept shoutmg hyst.erical-
ly about “political action” with-
out saying anything about inde-
pendent candidates or a new
party. They were very careful
" not to commit themselves and to
I steer clear of what kind of po-

litical action they stood for. Ap-

parently their otrders are to
leave the door open so they can
jump in any direction Stalin’s
foreign policy dictates.

Last December the union sign-
ed a two-year contract with the
“Big Four” packers for a 7% |

:liberal vacation clause;

cratic or Republican parties —  n4 g haif for all work per-

they merely repeated over andig,;.q on Saturday, ete.

rwitch-hunt

 UPWA organizer,

b

cents an hour increase and 8

paid holidays.
instructed its officers to reopen

Meaning of Attack.
On Henry Wallace

The real meaning of the
furious attack upon Henry
Wallace by the capifalist
press -and Wall Street’s rep-
resentatives in Washington is
explained in an article enti-
tled “Wallace and the War
Makers” by William F. Warde
in the May issue of Fourth
International, now on sale.

Wallace criticized U. S.
foreign policy for speeding
the drive toward war. But
U. S. imperialism is deter-
mined to brook no opposition,
no matter how mild, to its
plans for world domination.
Tremendous uneasiness Wwas
created among the American
people by the Truman doc-
trine which was reflected in
a growing pressure of mass
opposition on ‘Washington:
The ecapitalist rulers feared
that Wallace’'s  warnings
would “serve to expose their
truly monstrous designs,” and
that Wallace himself would
“pecome & rallying point for
the vast anti-war sentiment-
within the country.”

Wallace himself is apprais-
ed as a capitalist demagogue
whose differences with the
administration - are- not fun-
damental,
the people from the real anti--
war fight., “The struggle
‘against the war danger is in-
separable from irreconcilable
struggle to get rid of the im--
perialist power at Washing-
ton which breeds war -and:
profits from it. People like
Wwallace . . . who preach con--
fidence in capitalism and its
agencies can only lead-  the
anti-war struggle to disaster.”

Single copies for 25 cents
or a year’s subscription for $2
can be obtained from Fourth
International, 116 University
Place, New York 3, N. ¥,

. JI n. c‘

and: who diverts |

"

The convention .

{ was adopted calling for

a guaranteed annual wage; ad-
equate medical, health and hos-
pital program financed by the
employers; severance pay; more
time-

On the third day, the conven-
tion adopted a statement of po-
licy calling for unity in its ranks
“against the present wave of
hysteria”~ as

weapon of reaction and mono-
poly whose goal is to destroy the
trade union movement.” It also
warned against “outsiders, in-
dividuals, organizations
or groups who attempt to infil-
trate, dictate, meddle or inter-
fere in any way.”

Earlier, the convention had
decided with only one dissenting
vote, to place the full resources
of the union behind a campaign
to obtain the reversal of an or-
der to deport R. R. Martinez,
because he
had been a member of the Com-
munist Party in 1931 or 1932.
The resolution stated explicitly
that this order for deportation
“constitutes a denial of a man
to freedom of political belief,”
and is part of the growing anti-
labor and repressive drive now
current in th U. S.

One of the inspiring sights at
this convention was the large
number of colored delegates,
who made up nearly one-third
of the convention. Active in ev-
ery phase of the union’s activi-
ties, they contribute a great deal
to the militancy and progressive
character of the UPWA. -

The convention adopted strong’
resolutions for an anti-poll tax
bill; against lynching and police
brutality directed against the
Negro people; and called on all
local unions to set up anti-dis-
crimination committees _ to
stamp out the disease of dis-
crimination in their localities.

On foreign policy, a resolution
world
disarmament by the United Na-
tions; fulfillment of the decla-
ration of the Atlantic Charter;
establishment by the UN of a
food and loans agency similar to
UNRRA, with full financial sup~
port by the U. 8. It opposed
miltary aid in the form of men,
money and materials to any
government or faction in any
country, and - advocated imme-
diate withdrawal of troops of all
‘nations except in Germany and
Japan until the establishment of

stable governments. Another re- |

solution’ opposed peacetime con-
"scription.

There were no officers, elected
at this convention because. the
present officers. were elected for
two-year terms at last years
conventmn in Montreal.

READ

the’

earliest possible time so as to
educate and mobilize workers to
the need for acting soon rather
than late.

It must also be borne in 'mind
‘that many union bureaucrats op-
pose formation of an independ-
ent party now on the ground that
it will not be “the proper time’
for such action until the Wal-
laces, Peppers and LaGuardias
are ready to leave the capitalist
parties and assume the leader-
ship of a new party. It is nec-
essary to clarify this question —
and another one associated with
it: What kind of independent
party does the UPWA resolution
advocate -—— a labor party or a
third capitalist party?

From the entire tone and or-
ientation of the UPWA resolu-
tion, we believe the.majority of
the convention delegates intend-
ed it to express their desire for
a labor party and not for a new
edition of the Democratic Party,
which would be controlled by un-
trustworthy liberals whose only
commitment is to the mainten-
ance of capitalism. But the lack

‘of exactness in the resolution

makes it possible to read differ-
ent interpretations ihto it.

To show how this is done, and
how much confusion can delib-
erately be created as a result,
attention should be directed to

the May 8 Daily Worker editor-

ial on the UPWA resolution. The
Communist Party, it should be
explained, is fiercely opposed to
the creation of a labor party. In-
stead it favors a third (capital-
ist) party when Wallace and oth-
er capitalist party liberals give
their approval to its creation.
Yet, because the UPWA resolu-
tion is not sufficiently precise,
the Daily Worker editors begin
by saying:

“Hats off to the CI1IO Packing-
house Workers Union for giving
a fresh push to the third party
movement at its annual conven-
tion . .."”

Then, in order to disorient its
readers about what kind of

P Call For A New Party
Represents Big Step Forward

‘| ing an independent party “at the

“third party” is needed, the edi-
torial declares:

“Development of the third pare
ty movement should net, of
course, mean abandonment by
progressives of the fight against
reaction inside the two major
parties,

“On the contrary, through the
building of independeént - politi=
cal organization, labor and its
friends must supply the leadeér=
ship and the pressures for pro-
gressive struggle within these
parties.”

Here it can be plainly seen that
the Stalinists, while giving lip-
service applause to the UPWA
resolution, are actually very wor=
ried about it. They are afraid that
it goes “too far.” And it certaine
ly goes too far for the Stalinists
who consistently refuse to adopt
comparable resolutions in the
unions they control and who are '
still spreading illusions about
the possibility of “progressive
struggle” inside both the Repub~
lican and Demotratic parties —
illusions which can only have the
result of postponing the creatjon
of a labor party.

Such illusions must be fought
and exposed and rooted out, no
matter who spreads them — un-
ion bureaucrats or Stalinists or
capitalist liberals. A good place
to have done it was the UPWA
convention where the sentiment
of the delegates was clearly for
labor party action. The UPWA
resolution — and the movement
for independent labor political
action would have been.
strengthened by preciseness on
this point.

But even with these short- -
comings, that resolution is the
most hopeful sign on the politi=
cal horizon in a monthful of
Sundays. It should serve to ine
spire similar action by militants
in other unions and to sét the
ball rolling on a nation-wide
scale. Properly utilized, it can be
a starting point for labor’s next
big stride forward to a better
world.
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(Ed. Note: This is the seventh of a series of articles on Ameri-
canism and anti-Stalinism.) EE
The most reactionary power and the most formidable
enemy of the workers in their struggle for a better life is
American imperialism. This holds true on a world scale;
and it is 100 times true as far as the direct struggle of the
American workers is concerned. It-is unpardonable to over-
look this simple truism, and to see the main enemy in the
person of the discredited, hounded and harried, and nu-
merically weak Communist Party of the United States.
The strength and influence of the Communist Party here
is in no way -comparable to that of European Stalinism.
There the Stalinist parties command the support of millions
and are the chief prop of the decadent capitalist system,
which could not maintain itself anywhere on the continent
without their support. Here the role played by the Cgm-
munist Party is a minor one, and most probably will re-
.main so. s
Historical reasons in the mair account for this dis-
parity. The socialist consciousness and, tradition of the
European proletariat attracted them very strongly to the
‘Russian Revolution from the first. Since then, as the So-
viet Union demonstrated its strength and viability, they
transferred their sympathies to the Stalin regime, seeing
behind its shoulders the image of the Soviet Unlon, and
not noticing or not taking full account of the frightful
degeneration wrought by this usurping bureaucracy.
Moreover, the European workers, who in their vast ma-
jority are snti-capitalist, recognize American imperia'lism
as an irreconcilable enemy of their socialist aspirations,
and feel the need of alliance with a power to counter-bal-
ance it. They turn more and more to the Soviet Union since
the latter demonstrated its power on the field of battle
against the Nazi war machine. The natjonal Stalinist par-
ties profit from this sentiment of the masses by 2 great
swelling of their numerical strength and their influence
in the political arena. _ ’

How American Situation Differs

In America the situation is quite different. Due to a
number of historical conditions peculiar to the country, the
great masses of the American workers never attained a
socialist consciousness, not even to the extent of inde;
pendent political action on a reformist basis, ‘such as even
conservative Britain has experiehced now already for sev-
eral decades. In addition to that, the American workers
have shared the isolationist provincialism which domi-
nated almost the whole population up until the most re-
cent years. Except for a very thin stratum represented
by the class-conscious vanguard, they saw ljtussia as a far-
away country in which they had little interest; anq such
interest as they manifested was more hostile than friendly.
Besides all that, beneath all their apparent conservatism,
the American workers have a not inconsiderable feeling of
independence and of confidence in their own power. They
see no need of the help of any “foreign power.”

All these circumstances have operated up till now to
restrict and limit the growth and influence of the Com-
munist Party, which appeared in the popular mind as the
most radical party. On the other side, Stalinism has per-
haps been more thoroughly exposed, and subjected to more

effective criticism from the revolutionary point of view, in

America than in any other capitalist country. The forces
of genuine communism, as counterposed to Stalinism, have
made more headway with the development of their inde-
pendent organization and the extension of their indepen-
dent influence here than elsewhere. Thus for reasons which
may appear to be somewhat contradictory, Stalinism in
the United States has been stunted in its growth. And, if
we continue to follow a correct policy, there is good ground
to believe that American Stalinism cannot hope to attain
the present powerful position, and thereby the capacity for
evil and betrayal, of its European counterparts.

The main strength and danger of American Stalinism
lies not ir its numbers and its popular influence, nor in
its apparatus, its money and its terrorist agents—although
it disposes of considerable forces in all these fields and de-
partments — but rather in its demagogical capacity to de-
. ceive, demoralize and disorient the more radical elements
who have attained a conscious anti-capitalist attitude, or
_are awakening to it. These forces of the class-conscious
vanguard are as yet not very numerous in comparison to
the size of the American working class as a wholé. But they
are the most decisive for the future, for it is their destiny
to lead the others. Once the class struggle in America is
posed in its sharpest and most irreconcilable form, they
alone can lead; and they will then represent the greatest
power in the world. ;

It is primarily on this ground, in the fight for the
minds and souls of the awakening militant workers of the
class-conscious vanguard, that the real fight against Stal-
jnism must take place. Here we can already record con-
siderable success; and we confidently count on more be-
cause we cre zaining right along, steadily if slowly, thanks
to our correct approach to the question. ‘

Decline Of Stalinist Influence

Stalinism was a much more formidable danger when
we first opened up the irreconcilable fight against it in
1928, and in the ensuing decade or so, than it is today, even
though its numerical forces and its apparatus were smaller
then than now. At that time the Communist Party domi-
nated virtually the whole radical labor movement in this
country. In the first years of the depression the party
. drew into its train a supplementary army of radical intel-
lectuals, disillusioned in capitalism by the crisis, who ren-
dered them great service in propagandizing and populariz-
ing the lie that Stalinism was true communism.
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In those days also the economic progress recorded by

‘{iHe Soviet Union under: the Five Year Plan, while capital-

ist world - economy, including its American sector, was
plunged into the greatest difficulties, gave a new attractive

try.” The critics from. theé. Left Opposition, the Trotskyists,

'appeared: to be refuted by events and were pushed into iso- .

lation on the side-lines. Thanks to this, the American Stal-
inists were able to vastly expand their propaganda med-
iums; to. dominate the movement of the unemployed in
the first years of the crisis; and then later to play a big
role in the organization of the unorganized, and to in-
trench themselves strongly in various unions of the newly
created CIO.

But since the late thirties, both the organizational posi-
tion and the influence of American Stalinism have de-
clined rather than advanced. The Moscow Trials, which
were so thoroughly exposed in the United States, dealt
powerful blows to the moral position of American Stalinism
and alienated a large section of . its intellectualistic peri-
phery. The great majority of the latter, now disillusioned in
Stalinism, acquired a new faith in capitalism coincident
with the temporary imgrovement of the economic conjunc-
ture, and have since become professional red-baiters who
damn anc¢ expose Stalinism on every occasion as assidu-
ously as they once praised it and glossed over its crimes.

Led To Desertions And Splits

A smaller section of the former intellectual fellow-
travelers of Stalinism carried their criticism through to its
logical conclusion and joined the Trotskyist movement,
and have contributed fruitfully to its ideological work. So
also, numerous communist workers, who had mistakenly
believed that Stalinism was communism, drew the necessary
conclusions from the new events and revelations and trans-
ferred their allegiance to the genuinely revolutionary and
communist party, the SWP.

Each turn and twist of American Stalinist policy, in
consonance with the zig-zags of the Kremnlin on the world
diplomatic field, produced new defections, desertions and
splits. The signing of the Soviet-Nazi pact brought with it
the desertion of a small horde of careerists and muddle-
heads who had mistaken Stalinism for the champion of
bourgeois democracy, pure and undefiled. At the next turn

the Stalinist support of the war, and their anti-worker

jingo poliey in support of American imperialism, steadily
alienated increasing numbers of honest workers who had
mistaken Stalinism for communism.

The betrayals, bureaucratic abuses, gangster methods
and false policies inflicted by the Stalinists upon the unions
which had fallen into their control are now beginning to
bear fruit in widespread and violent revolts. against the
Stalinists. Increasingly numerous and militant oppositions
are rising up against them from two sides: on the one side,
from reactionary red-baiters who want to displace the
Stalinist bureaucrats in order to take their places and ap-
propriate their plums; on the other side, from militant
workers, some of them former Stalinists, who want to throw
out the Stalinist bureaucrats in order to provide the unions

of the USA, consequently, has been encountering a stead-
ily increasing fire from all directions. Now it finds itself
under the heavy guns of the Washington goverment as a
direct result of the present conflict with the Soviet Union.

* 'The Communist Party has to face these increasing trou-
bles from all directions with a leadership of very low
caliber.

"The sterile bureaucratic regime of the Stalinized party
prohibited any normal renewal of the leadership. The seed
of talent could not sprout and grow. Independent-minded
revolutionists could not breathe in that poisoned atmos-
phere. The party has to rely for leadership mostly on old
hacks who know nothing but to do what they are told and
lie to order, and characterless careerists who frequently
desert them for greener fields. Budenz is only the latest
of this unsavory crew, but by no means the last.

The present prospects of American Stalinism are not,
very bright, all things considered. Only one thing could
rescue them from their difficulties and give them a new
lease on life. A great wave of labor radicalism is in the mak-
ing in the U. S. If the Stalinists are allowed to appear as
the persecuted champions of the workers, instead of the
cynical betrayers they are, there is danger of the radicali-
zation being diverted to Stalinism. Therein is the tragic
error of red-baiting, especially if the progressive workers
go in for it. That error must be avoided.

The American workers will turn toward Communism,
and they will move swiftly and massively once they start;
of that there can be no doubt. Will Stalinism be able
to seize upon this great movement, pervert it and demoral-
ize it, and turn it aside from its goal? That depends on us.
If we explain things correctly and work with the necessary
enérgy, the American workers will embrace communism in
its genuine form and reject the Stalinist counterfeit. In
the great struggle for the American working class, Stalin-
ism will be defeated by its revolutionary nemesis—Trot-
skyism.

Next week: The Revolutionary Fight Against Stalinism.

The Nature Of Stalinism

Ernest Germain compares the Social Democratic bureau-
cracy with the Stalinist bureaucracy in an article “Stalin-
ism — How to Understand It and How to Fight It” in the
May Fourth International, just off the press.

‘“‘Historically, both these bureaucracies are privileged layers
which attain socially advantageous positions on the backs
of the proletariat,” he explains. But “The difference between
the two bureaucracies appears when we examine the source
of their privileges.” The reformist bureaucracy issued out of
the period of imperialist expansion before World War I. The
Stalinist bureaucracy, however, “is historically tied to the
phenomenon of the Soviet bureaucracy in the epoch of capi-
talist decay.” ;

The article explains the reasons for the increasing strength
of Stalinism, and its attractive power for the masses who are
still under the illusion that it represents a revolutionary move-
ment. g

The struggle against Stalinism “is a fight to break the
influence of Stalinism among the masses.’” Germain states
these are ranged on three different planes: “intransigent
ideological struggle” against the poisonous Stalinist policies
in the workers’ movement; the ability to correctly apply the
tactic of the united front; dand the “patient penetration of
our movement among the rank-and-file of the workers move-
ment.” '

- “The historical task confronting the Fourth International
is -to take leadership in the overthrow of Stalinism by the
working class, and thus to prevent the crushing of the work-

. ers’ movement by imperialism.”

Single copies 25 cents, yearly subscription $2 can be ob-
tained from Fourth International, 116 University Place, New
York 3, N. Y. B T
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- The Prospects
'Of American Stalinism

By James P. Cannon

power to Stalinism and its myth of “Socialism in one coun- !

with a militant policy and an honest leadership. The CP-

.
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John N. Meyers sits under an umbrella guarding his
furniture after being evicted from a Chicago apartment. The

placard . tells the. story..

Federated Pictures

The Arab
Vs. Arab
In Middle

(Ed. Note: This is the sec-
ond of a series of articles oy
the Palestine gquestion.)

By H Vallin
We have seen that neither
the terrorists nor the leaders
of the Jewish Agency act in
the interests of the majority
of the Paiestinian popuia-

‘tion. Do the leaders of the

Arab League act differently?
The political life of the Arab
population of Palestine has been
confined for a long time exclu-
sively to the great semi-feudal
landowning families.

The different political “par-
ties” which existed before the
war were nothing but clans, each
backed by a certain number of
these ‘“noble” families. Any idea
of fighting for the political sov-
ereignty of the masses was for-
eign to them, Their opposition
to Zionist immigration and colo-
nization was inspired by  fear
lest the industrialization of the
country bring with it the pro-
letarianization of the Arab
masses and the sharpening of
social struggles. ‘

It was above all during World
War II that industrialization of
the Middle East advanced with
giant steps. Egypt was trans-
formed into an immense mili-
tary camp for the British Eighth
Army. An extremely prosperous
industry, serving all the needs
of the Allied troops, blossomed
forth. Thousands of Arab peas-
ants left their wretched villages
to work in these industries or in
the military installations. Com-
mercially cut off from the rest
of the world, Palestine was
forced in large measure to pro-
vide for its own needs and, be-
cause of this, began to manufac-
ture a number of products for-
merly imported from the great
industrial nations of the 'world.

This feverish industrialization
of the Arab world could have no
other result than the rapid for-
mation of an Arab proletariat
which completely changed the
relationship of social and po-
litical forces on the Middle East
chessboard.

RAPID PROGRESS

Arab trade unionism made
rapid progress. The Egyptian
trade unions became organiza-
tions of tens of thousands of
members, Two Arab trade unions
were organized in Palestine, one
sponsored by imperialism, the
other distinguished by excep-
tional militancy. In Syria, Leb-
anon and even in Transjordania,
a trade union movement began
to develop. There were great
strikes all the way from the tex-
tile industry in Egypt to the first
strike movements among the oil
pipeline workers in Transjor-
dania. But that was not all..The
workers movement also played
a leading role in the political
struggle for independence which
was unleashed against British
and French imperialism toward
the end of the war, Tn Syria and
in“Lebanon each wave of anti-
imperialist struggle culminated
in a general strike of the indus-
trial workers. In Egypt a com-
mittee of workers and students
led huge demonstrations de-
manding 'the immediate with-
drawal of the British troops.

In Palestine the Arab workers
movement had to combat many
enemies at the same time. Jewish

fascist terrorists acted as strike-

League
Masses

breakers, British imperialism
planned, long in advance, an

operation for the complete sup-
pression of militant organiza-
tions of the Arab workers.

The Arab bourgeoisie tremen-
dously enriched itself during the
war, especially in Egypt, but also
in Palestine and elsewhere. This
bourgeoisie is perfectly willing
to exploit imperialist difficul-
ties in order to obtain a larger
share in the division of the su-
per-profits between the imperial-
ists and the native capitalists.
It doesn’t for one moment, how-
ever, consider mobilizing the
masses of workers and peasants
in a decisive struggle against
imperialism, It is too terrified by
the development of the workers’
movement to dare issue an ap-
peal to the workers. It is too
closely connected with the great
landowners to want to set the
agrarian revolution in motion.

RACE FOR OIL

On the other hand American
imperialism enteéred the scene
during the war by securing oil
concessions in the realm of King
Ibn Saud. The American oil
corporations have continued
their penetration. Their political
agents have not failed to reassure
the Arab nobles confidentially
that the noisy propaganda of the
American press in favor of Jew-
ish immigration into Palestine
was only an election tactic which
pursued, moreover, the aim of
stirring up trouble for the British
competitor. The president of the
United ‘States sent a secret let-
ter to King Ibn Saud, assuring
him ‘that American imperialism
and the president would ef-
fectively block Jewish immigra-
tion into Palestine.

Let us also note that the So-
viet bureaucracy too has at-
tempted to penetrate more deep-
ly into this part of the world,
employing two instruments for
its propaganda: (1) the Greek
Orthodox Church and (2) the
different “communist” parties
which conduct an unbridled and
absolutely contradictory nation-
alist agitation.

Thus the Arab owning classes
have no intention of freeing their
country from imperialist oppres-
sion. Their sole concern is choos-
ing the master who will pay them
the most for their services. For-
merly the exclusive instrument
of British imperialism, the Arab
League is now divided into clans
—pro-British, pro-American and
perhaps even pro-Russian, The
Arab masses can hope for noth-
ing from these exploiters. From
now on the task of leading the
struggle for the national and so-
cial emantipation of the Arab
world devolves on the Arab
masses, and on them alone.

'Next week: The Arab Revolu-
tion and the Ziomist Workers’
Movement.

By Joseph Hansen
"~ In Europe, the spotlight remained on France last week,

T A rank and file strike in two departments of the great Re-

rniault auto works had grown with lightning speed, bring-
ing out more than 30,000 workers organized in the CGT
(General Federation of Labor). A general strike committee
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elected by the ranks had sent®————- -

delegations to other plants call-
ing for similar action and had
received a warm response. The
main demand of the Renault

. strikers was an increase of 10

francs an hour in basic wages
and a sliding scale to protect
this increase from further price
rises. "

The political splash created
by this strike was spectacular,
the widening circles rippling
through Belgium and Italy and
even reaching Washington. At
first the Stalinists tried to
break the strike. They control
the CGT, hold posts in the man-
agement of the nationalized Re-
nault works and, until the strike,
had five ministers in the Frehch
Cabinet who supported a gov-
ernment policy of wage freezing

: | and speed up. The Stalinists la-

beled the strike leadership “Hit-
lero-Trotskyist.”

But the swift spread of the
strike and the equally swift rise
of a rank and f{ile leadership
confronted them with the spec-
ter 'of losing their grip on the
French working elass. They
made a switch, coming out in
support of the strikers, but try-
ing to trim down their demands
and replace the strike comthittee.

Premier Paul Ramadier then
called for a vote of confidence
on the wage-freeze policy. The
Stalinist ministers voted against.
When they refused to resign
their posts, Ramadier kicked
them out. .

On May 7, he appeared before
the National Council of the So-
cialist Party seceking approval
of this action. Previous Social-
ist Party policy had been to re-

‘| fuse to carry responsibility for

running the capitalist governe
ment without the Stalinists. Ra-
madier got by in the Council
with a slim majority of 2,529 to
2,125, but this vote was less a
register of support than evidence
of a deep-going split in the par-
ty.

Washington immediately rush-
ed to bolster.up Ramadier who
had obviously forced the issue
in response to the Truman “doc-
trine” with its proffer of aid to
reactionary regimes throughout
the world. The very day after
the Council vote, 36,000 extra
tons of grain were earmarked
in Washington for May delivery
to France. On  Saturday, three
days after the Socialists decided
to back Ramadier’s ouster of
the Stalinists, the World Bank,
which is controlled by Wall
Street, granted the first loan
since its formation — $250,000,-
000 to France. The request for
the loan, like the requests of
other countries, had been pend-
ing for months.

Additional nundreds of mil=
lions of dollars will be granted,
in the opinion of Washington ob=-
servers, if the Socialists prove
strong enough to retain office.
The stake Wall Street sees in
the new Cabinet is evident. The
architects of the Truman “doc-
trine” are willing to pay high for
such an agent as Ramadier. His
party wields considerable influe
ence among the French workers
and as a “democratic” regime,
his cabinet can help couriteract
the effect among the American
people ‘of Truman’s supporting
the Greek monarchy and Turk-
ish dictatorship.

If the Socialists prove unable
to hold power, then Wall Street
will throw its support to the se=
cond line trenches where de
Gaulle awaits under the skull
and cross bones of Bonapartism.

The Stalinists in France mean=
while are insisting on their re-
lu'ctance to go into opposition
against the capitalist govern=
ment. The last thing in the
world they intend to do is lead
the French working class fore
ward to a communist society.
The May 12 Time magazine re=

. ported that in the Political Bure

eau of the Communist (Staline
ist) Party, Andre Marty pound=-
ed the table over the danger re=-
presented by the Renault strike:
“If we allow this situation to de=
velop, we will have broken our
most important tactical rule,
which is never to permit our left
flank to be turned.”

In the Cabinet meeting called
by Ramadier to discuss the sit=-
uation, Maurice Thorez, head of
the French Stalinists, explained,
according to the same source:
“The General Federation of La=-
bor has been' overrun, or is in
danger of being overrun, by Trot=
skyist elements. In order to pre=-
vent this movement from get-
ting out of hand, we decided last
night to support the workers’ de-
mands.”

It was then that Ramadier an-
nounced, “This Cabinet is no
longer possible.”

Once they get the situation
“in hand,” however, the Stal-
inists have indicated they intend
to make a bid to retrieve the
posts from which they were oust-
ed. Duclos, ;& high party funce
tionary, declared that the Stale-
inists intend to act like an offi-
cial government party even
though “we are momentarily out
of the government. And remark
it well, I said ‘momentarily.’”

Meanwhile, the Renault strik-
ers, after closing down the plant
for almost two weeks voted by
12,075 to 6,866 to return to work.
They accepted a three francs an
hour increase listed as & “pro-
duction bonus.” :

International Notes

During the French elections
last November, the Stalinist pa-
per, Seine-et-Oise Marseillaise,
slanderously attacked the PCI
and its candidates, including
General Secretary Yvon  Craip-
eau. The latter took the matter
to court as a libel case, which
compelled the Stalinists to try
to back up their slanders. They
failed miserably.

The tribunal found  that, the
Stalinist “statements bear a de-
famatory and lying character”
and “it is felt that the claimant
is within his rights in demand-
ing reparations and the sum of
500,000 francs as damages.”

The case was dismissed, how-
ever, because of the failure of a
court clerk to follow the neces-
sary procedure of notifying the
ministry involved. Nevertheless,
the tribunal findings constitute
a black eye for the Stalinist liars.

* * *

A TUnited Press dispatch re-
ported last month that “from
Indian sources at London it is
learned that the United States,
in application of their world
campaign against communism,
have recently taken part in An-
glo-Indian military talks at
London, relative to the defense
of India after the withdrawal of
British troops on June 1948. It
is believed that the talks prin-
cipally centered on necessary
British and American aid to In-
dia for protection against com-
munist infiltration from the
north.”

* * *

A large-scale purge of Soviet
troops in Germany and Austria
is under way, according ;to the
Berlin correspondent of the Bri-
tish Daily Mail. According to
this report the purge is aimed
mainly at Jewish troops, those
not of pure Russian descent and
those who have been living with
German women or have become

too intimately involved in Ger-
man life.

One result is that “what was
for a long time a trickle of
Russian soldiers who deserted
and gave themselves up in the
British and American zones, has
now become a steady stream.”
Officers and troops who are
classed as “undesirable” are be-
ing sent back to the Soviet Une
ion “for ordinary labor duties.”

* & *

About 500 resolutions have
been submitted by unions, local
branches and affiliated organe
izations to the next annual cone-
ference of the British Labor
Party, which will begin in Mare-
gate on May 26. These include

Premier Ramadier's New Cabinet

wift Aid From

" Evicted Into The Rain

Wall Street

the demand for more national-

izations, abolition of conscrip-
tion, reductions in the armed
forces, control of profits, etc. Of
21 resolutions on foreign policy,
only two support the govern=
ment. The other 19 for the most
part follow the criticisms of gov=
ernment policy made by the La=
borite “rebels.”
* * *

A number of strikes in Czech-
oslovakia are reported in the
Mar. 15 issue of La Batalla, pa-
per of the Spanish POUM.
Among these was a strike against
the introduction of the piece-
work system in the Prague loco=-
motive works of the Kolben Dan«
ek company; a number against
the rising cost of living in Pra-
gue; and several in private indus-
tries, demanding their nation-
alization. .

The strikes have been attacked
in both the Stalinist and- Social
Democratic press, but the Czech
General Confederation of Labor
has had to be more moderate in
tone. However the GCL leaders
have asked Parliament, which is
formulating a new constitution,
to recognize -the workers’ right
to strike, but only when author-
ized by the GCL. All other strikeg

would be considered criminal, s
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“We have entered
an epoch when ' the
periods of economic
revival are short-lived,
while the periods’ of
depression become
deeper and deeper.”

Leon Troisky

=

A Vote For War

By a vote of 287 to 107, the House of Re-
presentatives on May 9 rubber-stamped Tru-
man’s demand for authorization to intervene

with U.S. funds, military missions and weapons

in the internal affairs of Greece and Turkey.
The majority consisted of 160 Democrats and
127 Republicahns.

This approval of the Truman “doctrine” of
heading America down the road to war flew
square in the face of public opinion. A recent
Gallup poll showed 649% of the people opposing
it; a Roper poll indicated a still higher percent-
age in opposition; a poll taken by radio station
WINX in New York showed a 4 to 1 opposition;
and Congressional mail has been running 3
to 1 against military intervention in Greece
and Turkey.

The implications of the bill were revealed
even more clearly by what was rejected than
by what was mcluded. An amendment to pro-
hibit sending atomic weapons, for instance,
was brushed aside. A motion to limit Greek-
Turkish aid to economic assistance alone was
rejected without even a show of hands.

A proposal to forbid sending any combat
troops into the two countries was rejected as

- 'was another to limit the size of military mis-

s'ans. They even turned down a motion to post-
pone action for 60 days. : )

The Congressmen knew that they were voi-
ing for a policy of war. “The sons. and daugh-
ters of America will die on the battlefields of
Asia and Europe to carry out this policy,” Ben-
der of Ohio charged. This charge was never
refuted.

In faet Rankin of Mississippl, one of the
most vociferous in the majority, declared he
favored “breaking relations with Communist
Russia” now and “if it is necessary” to “use
the atomic bomb.’ '

The next steps in carrying out the Truman
“doctrine” as outlined by the Congressmen will
be similar aid, but on a far more extensive
scale, to other reactionary regimes through-
out the world. Passage of the measure, as

* Buffet of Nebraska put it, “will-cause a rat

race” for American dollars to combat “com-
munism” by “every ruler abroad, be he tyrant

© or parliamentary politician.”

Thus barely two years after V-E Day, the
seeds of World War III are already sprouting.
The vote in Congress once again shows how
correct The Militant has been in warning that
the war for “Four Freedoms” would turn out
to be simply preparation for a still more fright-
ful conflict.

"Act Now!

Signs are multiplying that the paralysis of
depression is starting to be felt in America.
Goods are starting to clog shelves. Plants
here and there are closing down. The ranks
of the unemployed are growing.

In one respect the opening of this depres-
sion differs from the one that paralyzed cap-
italist economy in the Thirties. Only the
Marxists saw the approach of the 1929-30
crash. All the capitalist economists saw only
an endless highway of prosperity. But the
present depression is the most widely adver-
tised in history. Virtually all the capitalist
economists have admitted its approach, dif-
fering only on its exact date and probable
depths.

Even President Truman gave a speech
warning about the approach of depression.

With such unanimity about the certainty of
depression, it might be expected that the rul-
ing class would take preventive measures.
z2ither the capitalists, however, nor their po-
litical representatives in Washington are lift-
ing a finger to halt the swift advance of the
depression. They only shiver in their boots
and think of atomic war and reconversion to
war production as a possible way to stave off
the inevitable under their system of economy.

It is thus up to the labor movement to take
action. The unions should not waste another
day in drawing up a program to fight the
creeping paralysis of depression. If they
wait too long, mounting unemployment will
seriously undermine their strength, thereby
crippling ability of the unions to press for
adoption of the program.

The CIO Packinghouse Workers have al-
ready called for adoption of a 30 hour week at
40 hours pay. A measure such as this will

;N

" tervention in China.

spread the work without lowering the stand-
ard of living. Other unions should pick up this
demand and press for it while they are strong
enough to secure its adoption.

A more far-reaching demand the unions
should now begin considering is a sliding scale-.

of hours. Under such a provision the avail- |-

able work would be divided up among all the’
available workers. Since this means a re-
duction in hours per man, the corollary pro-
vision must be included of no reduction in pay.

It is up to labor to consider right now what
to do to battle the depression. It would be
suicidal to postpone action under the vain
hope that the capitalists or their government
will initiate a positive program to save the
workers from the dire consequences of the ad-
vancing depression.

Blow At Civil Rights

The U.S. Supreme Court, which ‘inflicted
heavy fines on the striking miners, delivered
a new blow at civil liberties on May 5 by its
decision in the Harris case undermining the
Constitutional guarantees against arbitrary -
search and seizure.

The Fourth Amendment of the Bill of Rights
was designed. to prohibit general warrants
which permitted police officials to ransack
homes and arrest persons without specific
charges. The use of such hateful “writs of as-
sistance” by the King’s men was a main griev-
ance of the American colonists in their revolt
against British tyranny.

Now the Supreme Court has opened the door
to the reinstatement of these instruments of
oppression. By its 5 to 4 ruling in the Harris
case the high courf upheld the FBI which ar-
rested 'a man in his home on one criminal
charge, tied him to a chair, and ransacked his
house from top to bottom. Then, after finding
no evidence sustaining the original accusation,
the FBI agents arrested him on a completely
different charge based upon papers found
during the search.

Thanks to this decision, the FBI-Gestapo
could break and enter anyone’s home on
trumped-up charges and then frame-up and
railroad the victim to prison on real or alleged
evidence turned up during the raid. This is
precisely what hapened to hundreds of native
and foreign-born workers during the infamous
Palmer “Red Raids” of 1919-1920.

By this Hitlerite precedent the Supreme

~ Court is helping set the stage for a duplica-

tion of these witch-hunts by the FBI. Justice
Murphy correctly pointed out in his dissent-
ing opinion that: “the principle established
by the Court today can be used as easily by
some future government determined to sup-
press political opposition .. .”

The Supreme Court is not only restricting
the democratic rights of American citizens;
it Is no less active in slashing at the gains of
organized labor. Just prior to their action in
the Harris case, the nine justices rendered a
decision which seriously damaged the Norris-
LaGuardia Law forbidding the use of injunc-
tions in labor disputes.

Thus every branch of the government from
the high court to the White House and Con-
gress, s being pressed into service by the capi-
talist rulers to further their anti-labor drive,

Look At China

Toward the end of 1945 President Truman
sent. General Marshall as his special repre-
sentative to China. According to the White
House ballyhoo, the former Chief of Staff
was going to settle the civil strife, democrat-
ize Chiang’s despotism and clear the road
for China’s reconstruction.

Almost a year and a half have elapsed.
General Marshall completed his mission and
departed. What did he accomplish?

China’s economic conditions are catastro-
phic. The value of the Chinese dollar is sink-
ing toward zero. Prices for basic necessities
mount beyond the reach of the masses.

Rice, the staff of life in China, is becoming
ever more scarce and costly. In many towns
the hungry have invaded rice shops and grain-
hoards in desperate search for food. In the
cities the patience of the starving, underpaid,
slum-dwelling workers has been exhausted.
In Shanghai street-car workers, telegraph
and radio employes, and others have walked
out on “hunger strikes,” demanding wage-
raises to meet the skyrocketing prices.

The Federation of Industrial and Utility
Workers, Shanghai’s principal trade union or-
ganization, has served notice upon the Mayor
that it would call a general strike unless its
wage demands were met. The Federation also
demands an investigation into the private
fortunes of leading government officials, re-
duction in the armed forces and heavy taxa-
tion of high incomes.

The Federation has declared it will take over
rice stocks, halt industry, and form a work-
‘ers’ government if immediate steps are not
taken to relieve the intolerable conditions.

These revolutionary mass movements have
been directly provoked by Chiang’s criminal
civil war which drains the national resources
and condemns the people to endless suffer-
‘ing and horrors. The rice shortage is caused
by diversion of supplies to the army. For ex-
ample, 2 million bags of rice destined for
Shanghai and Nanking have just been taken
by the generals. Government officials and
rich merchants are exploiting this artificially-
created scarcity by speculating in rice.

What is Chiang’s answer to the cries of the
angry people for food, freedom, a living wage,
punishment of profiteers and an end to the
war? More terror, more tyranny.

These are the real results of Marshall’s in-
This is the harvest of
U. S. arms and aid to Chiang.

Today Marshal is applying the Truman Doc-
trine on a world scale. This program too,
we are told, will bring peace, democracy, and
prosperity to its beneficiaries.

What are these claims worth?
China.

Look at

you know!”

“Don’t use so much polish. It’s hard rub

MARXISM IN THE UNITED
STATES by Leon Trotsky,
Workers Party Publications,
44 pp., 1947, 35 cents.

This document by Leon Trot-
sky, now.reprinted in convenient
pamphlet form, was written as
an introduction to The Living
Thoughts Of Karl Marx, publish-
ed in 1939 by Longmans, Green
and Co.

In this exposition, Trotsky
underscores the essence of the
revolutionary message which
Marx was the first to bring to
the world working class. “Aboli~
tion of private ownership in the
means of production is the first
pre-requisite to planned econ-
omy, i.e., the introduction of rea-
son into the sphere of human re-
lations, first" on a national and
eventually on a world scale.”

Trotsky ‘analyzes the develop-
ment and decay of capitalism as
a world system through an in-
spection of capitalism in the
United States. Statistics of the
United States are used, he says,
because this country is 20th
Century capitalism’s “most per-
fect mirror.” :

Even before the second World
War, the U. S. held 40 per cent
of the world’s wealth although it
had only 6 per cent of the world’s

population. “Still, one-third of
the nation, as Roosevelt himself
admitted, is' undernourished, in-
adequately clothed, and lives un-
der sub-human conditions. What
is there to say then, for the far
less privileged countries?” Trot-
sky traces the basic economic
process of the imperialist epoch:
the accumulation of wealth in
the hands of the monopolists at
one pole, paralled by the accu-
mulation of increasing poverty
and misery at the other.

After the economic collapse of
1930, the capitalist rulers sought
to save their doomed system
through two different methods:
through fascism in poverty rid-
den Europe and through New
Deal reforms in the richer Unit-
ed States. ‘“Fascism bases its
program on the demolition of
labor organizations, on the de-
struction of social reforms and
on the complete annihilation of
democratic’ rights, in order to
forestall a resurrection of the
proletariat’s class struggle.”

In the wealthy United States,
the New Deal tried “to save im-
perialist democracy by way of
sops to the labor and farmer
aristocracy” and other emer-
gency measures. But, Trotsky
points out, even the richest
country. in the world cannot in-
definitely afford these expensive

measures. In the end this policy
also “leads unavoidably to fero-
cious capitalist reaction and a
devastating explosion of imper-
ialism. In other words, it is di-
rected into the same channels as
the policy of fascism.” Events
today are reinforcing Trotsky’s
analysis of 1939.

In a slashing attack upon the
liberal and reformist agents of
imperialism, Trotsky demon-
strates that the time is past for
“partial reforms and patchwork.”
To save society from further
wars and depressions, it is nec-
essary to “separate the means of
production from their present
parasitic owners and to organize
society in accordance with a ra-
tional plan.” That plan can be
realized only.after the working
class has conquered power.

“Once it begins, the socialist
revolution will spread from coun-
try to country with immeasura-
bly greater force than fascism
spreads today . .. The contra-
dictions which rend Europe and
the entire world asunder will find
theéir natural and peaceful solu-
tion within the framework of a
Socialist United States in Eu-
rope as well as in.other parts of
the world. Liberated humanity
will draw -itself up to its full
height.” :

" —Larissa Reed

Diplomatic War Goes On As
Moscow Conference Fails

By Jean Paul Martin _
PARIS, May 2—The Moscow conference has termin-
ated in complete failure. Not only on the German ques-
tion, but on the Austrian treaty as well, no agreement

could be reached.

ed not to meet -before next
November, estimating that a
certain amount of time will
have to pass bhefore they can
hope to resume the discussion
with some possibility of arriving
at an accord. Between confer-
ences, diplomatic war continues
between the U. S.-British imper-
ialists and the Russians.
Marshall, in his April 28 speech
in the U. 8., revealed that in his
interview with Stalin at Moscow,
the latter expressed the belief
that, despite the failure of the
Moscow conference, “a compro-
mise was possible om all the ma-
jor questions, including demil-
itarization, the political structure
of Germany, reparations and
economic unity.”
THE TIME FACTOR

But Marshall replied that “un-
fortunately we cannot leave out
the time factor. The revival of
Europe is a much longer pro-
cess than people thought. While
the doctors discuss, the patient
lies in agony. Therefore in my
opinion, we cannot wait for a
compromise that would come as
the result of everyone being
tired out by long discussions.”
,In other words, Washington
Has decided to carry out its own
policy everywhere, without wait-
ing for a compromise with the
Kremlin. It now believes that
any compromise reached will be
the result of ever -increasing
pressure of the kind implied by
the “Truman Doctrine.”

It is expected that the immed-
iate action planned by Marshall
will be the further fusion of the
U. S.-British zones in Germany
with the French zone. This fus-
ion would be both economic and
political. The possibility of es-
tablishing a Government of
Western Germany, eventually
presided over by ex-Chancellor
Bruening, who has just come
back to Germany after a long
stay in the U. S, is being spok-
en of.

This policy in Germany fits

into the framework of a more |

The “Big Four” have decid~ ®

general policy for Europe, which
aims at the creation of a bloc
of all European countries except
those under Soviet control. This
bloc will be led by the Amer-
icans and British, and will be
directed against the Kremlin.

The keystone of this bloc is
France, and the U. S.-British
imperialists are now putting joint
economic and diplomatic pres-
sure on this country to accentu-
ate its division from the Krem-
lin—a division which already ap-
peared in the discussion on the
Saar question at the Kremlin
conference.

For coal and wheat, as well as
for, the capital necessary to fi-
nance the Monnet Plan to set
the battered French economy on
its feet, France depends directly
on American aid and on the
U. S.-British policy in Germany.
" France’s game until now has
been to play upon the antagon-
isms between the “Big Three”
in order to obtain from each of
them as many advantages as
possible. Now ‘it is a question
of choosing sides because each
of the partners has laid out his
cards, and each one is in a hurry
to strengthen his future game by
making sure alliances.

Capitalist France’'s situation
as a whole requires it to enter

into the American orbit, whether
it likes to or mot. The conse-
quences of this orientation will
show themselves on the French
domestic scene by the break-up
of governmental unity, since the
bourgeoisie is obliged to look
forward to throwing the Com-
munist Party out of the govern-
ment.

But this plan can succeed only
if the Right installs a “strong”
government, capable of with-
standing the agitation of the
Communist Party once it is
thrown into opposition. Hence
the arrival on the scene of de
Gaulle and his RPF (French
People’s Rally), destined to be
tomorrow’s vehicle of the cap-
italists’ “strong” action and to
meet the new situation that will
be created by having the Stal-
inists in opposition.

French Trotskyists

May Face Prosecution

PARIS, May 2—The secretar-
ies of the PCI, French Trotsky-
ist party, have been called be-
fore the criminal authorities to
answer charges of “undermining
the morale of the army and of
the nation” in a PCI poster en-
titled “Down with the War in
Indo-Chinal!”

The hearing was of a prelimin-

lary character, and it is not yet

known whether a sedition trial
is being planned against the
French Trotskyists.

116 University Place

Revolutionary Marxism Or
Petty-Bourgeois Revisionism

A Demarcation of the Programs of the So-
cialist Workers Party and the Workers Party
A 32-page bulletin discussing policy on the So-
viet Union; the Stalinist parties; colonial struggles
during the war; the character of the present epoch;
perspectives in Europe; tactics in the U.S. on the labor
party, in the trade unions and the struggle against
native fascism;. military policy; concepts of the revolu-
tionary party; attitudes toward the Fourth {nternation-
al; and many other important questions.
Order from

Socialist Workers Party -

(Price 35¢)

New York 3, N. Y.

‘Soviet Co-Ops Become
Capitalist Enterprises

By John G. Wright

Staiin’s regime has niade the most far-reaching -

concessions to capitalist tendencies in the field of -

Soviet trade and production since the promulgation
of the New Economic Policy (the NEP) 26 years
ago under Lenin. This abrupt change in economic
policy went into'effect on Nov. 9, 1946 when the

Council of Ministers issued a decree removing all .

previous restrictions on consumers’ and producers’
cooperatives.

The “sole major restriction upon the current acti="-

vity of these enterprises is that they are limited

to the sphere *of consumer goods. But within this -
sphere they are henceforth enabled to legally sell

and produce on their own account, free from state
controls, and independently of the plan for the econ-

omy as & whole. In addition, they have been extended =

exemptions from taxes. They are entitled to grants
of land and allotments of buildings or building ma«-
terials by the local authorities and they are to ree

ceive government subsidies in the form of state cree =~ = =

dits, allocations of raw materials, supplies, machines

and tools.

They are free to fix their own prices, with the sole :

proviso that these cannot go above the “free” prices
set by the state-operated “commercial stores.” They

are free to produce and sell to non-members. There . B

are no restrictions whatever upon membership.

While it is true that the bulk of the producers®
cooperatives are on a handicraft basis, their opera=

tion is not confined to handicrafts. The USSR In- . .

formation Bulletin, published by the Soviet Eme. .. .

bassy in Washington, April 30, carries a picture of |
a mechanized winding shop of a cooperative knit- -,

ting mill. The accompanying article boasts that: “A
considerable number of these enterprises (producers®
cooperatives) are well equipped with machinery;
many of them work on electric power and have
auxiliary shops.”

What we have here is in effect the legalization

of private ownership of the means of production in v

a sector of Soviet industry, limited as yet in scope
but deep-going in its implications.
According to the above-cited article these enters

prises already number “some 70 thousand and (are)
employing nearly one million persons.” 2,500 new

producers’ cooperatives are scheduled to go into pro=

duction during the current year. Last year's gross
output amounted to close to nine billion rubles in ;

1932 prices (the amount in the inflated ruble prices is
of course, several times larger). This sum is almost
five times the value of all agricultural machinery
supplied under the Second Five Year Plan. A largee
scale expansion is projected for the years ahead.

Private individuals and groups are henceforward = .

free, under the guise of cooperatives, to invest capi=

tal, accumulate and reinvest. The doors have thus
been flung open to the fusion of these enterprises . .
with the restorationist elements in the bureaucracy

and with the “millionaire” collective farmers.

This adds a new impetus to the centrifugal forces
now ripping apart Soviet economy and especially

Soviet agriculture,

It is clear that the Nov. 9, 1946 decree sets the
stage for a new phase in the consolidation and ex-
pansion of neo-capitalist elements, already strong
among a section of the ruling bureaucracy and in

agriculture, Implicit in this development is the threat - )

¢

of capitalist restoration in the USSR, for which o

- Stalinism has been paving the way since the death of

Lenin.

Communist Party
Outlawed In Brazil

By Charles Coi‘nell

Effects of the Truman Doctriné were felt last

week in Brazil where President Eurico Dutra’s gova- i

ernment, undoubtedly acting under pressure from

Brarzilian Workers Confederation for six months,

On May 7, the day,the decision outlawing ‘the Bra=.
zilian Stalinist party was handed down py the Sue -
preme Electoral Tribunal, Dutra’s Army and Fede~ -

eral Police moved swiftly to padlock 445 Stalinist
clubs. Action proceeded without delay despite pro-

visions in the new Brazilian Constitution which ale -

low defendant organizations ten days in which to
appeal to the Supreme Court.

The ‘Brazilian Stalinist party is the largest in the
It is credited with 140,000

Western Hemisphere.
members. It polled 800,000 votes in the 1945 presi-
dential elections, elected a senator and 17 deputies
and later helped elect eight state governors. )

This widespread support was gained mainly through
demagogic attacks on American imperialism. At the
same time Brazilian Stalinists tried to curry favor
with the Dutra regime which is completely subser=-
vient to Washington. Ever since legalization of the
party in 1945, Luis Prestes, leader of the Stalinists,
protested his party’s loyalty to the Brazilian govern=
ment and for the past year has been pleading for
collaboration with Dutra.

. Washington, banned the Brazilian Communist (Stal- "' _.
inist) panty and suspended the Stalinist-supported

Confronted with the present dictatorial blow Pres= .

tes has ordered his followers to “remain calm.” Oth-
er Stalinist leaders stated that they have no inten-
tion of staging demonstrations or resorting to any
but juridical measures. .

The desperate plight of Brazilian workers and low-
er middle class people is driving them toward radi-
cal political action. Official records show that living
costs are now more than double pre-war levels. Ac=

tually the increase is far greater than that. The May )

13 World Report states that “many necessities are
selling for five or six times as much as they did in
1939.” Wages have increased very little. Unemploy-
ment is mounting.

Business fell off 10% in the first quarter of this
year. Trade with the United States is running against
Brazil. Under such conditions Dutra fears even the
mildest political opposition. This plus the necessity
of placating Washington, on whom the Brazilian
government depends for economic and financial aid,
were the factors determining Dutra’s dictatorial ace
tion.

Although Dutra’s move against the Stalinists was
the most drastic and sweeping since Truman an-
nounced his reactionary doctrine, it was not the
first in South America. In April, Washington’s heavy
handed policy was manifested in Chile. Stalinists
were ousted from the Chilean Cabinet despite their
electoral strength.

One of the chief causes for this action, according -
to the April 30 Christian Science Monitor, was “a . ,

growing sympathy with the stiffer line against come
munism as heralded by the Truman Doctrine.”

Pressure from Washington to remove all political
tendencies that are the least bit critical of American
imperialism from the governments of South Ameri=
can countries has been increasing for the past year.
Thus, representatives of the Apra — a petty-bour-
geois anti-imperialist party in Peru — were forced
to resign from the Cabinet last January.
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Why We Ballot

As Trotskyists
Editor

In a letter pnbhshed in this
column, Bob Carlson opines that
the reason we have used the
name Trotskyist in election cam-
paigns is for the purpose of clar-
ification, to distinguish ourselves
from the Socialist Party and the
Socialist Labor Party.
T'am afraid he is somewhat off
the point. We employed the bal-
Jot designation “Trotskyist” pri-
marily because the law in many
states prohibits more than one
party from using the same name
on the bhallot.
In the last gubernatorial elec-
tion in New York, however, the
Norman Thomas “Socialists”
challenged our right to use the
name * Socialist Workers Party.
The New York Supreme. Court
rejected the challenge and up-.
held our right to use the SWP
name on the ballot. We will
continue to contest future elec-
ons in this state as the Social-
‘Workers Party.

George Clarke
New York City

ticizes Editorial
j rifish Murders

r editorial in the issue of
126 on the recent execution’
v Gruner and three others
British in Palestine falls
y into the pro-Zionist line
the Workers Party and pro-
‘belonged in their Laboy
, niot in The Militant.
e Zionist-Revisionist ter-
rists whom these youths rep-
ssented, far from being cham-
plons of .ae “Four Freedoms,”
are struggling to fasten upon the
Arab masses, who constitute the
great majority of the country’s
population, the harsh yoke of
‘American imperialism,
In this endeavor they natural-
§y meet vigorous resistance from
the latter’s British competitor.
ere is nothing whatever pro-
regsive in their struggle. On
the contrary, they employ their
reactionary terrorist means to-
ward ‘the reactionary objective
i Jewish state, ruling as an
gency of U. 8. capitalism over
an Arab country.
t . goes *without seying, that
evertheless do not entrust
British imperialism the de-
nse of the Arab masses against

eactionary designs of Zion-

But toward Dov Gruner and |
his Cémpanions we should show |
sympathy whatever—only re-

retting that they,met a richly

jeserved fate at the hands of

Wrong executioners. .

‘ Dave Carpenter

New York

itoriaz Note: The editorial

stion protested the savage .

L als of the British despots

“the Jewish terrorist

sement. We have similarly

tested atrocities of the Bril-

Indo-China, China and the Phil-
ippines without in every instance
explaining all our political dif-
ferences with the victims.

Our sympathies in every case
lie with the victims of these im-
perialist =~ atrocities,
how mistaken we may consider.
their political aims or methods.

For an -exposition —of the
Trotskyist position on Palestine,
we refer our readers to The Mili-
tant’s current series of ‘articles
by H. Vallin on this important
question (see Page 3).

] .l E
Stalinist Goons Attack
"Militant" Disrribul'or
Editor:

On May Day members of the
Chicago Branch of-the Socialist
Workers Party-gathered ‘to dis-
tribute our paper, The Militant,
to Stalinists attending. the May
Day meeting’ of . the Chicago
Communist - Party at Ashland
Auditorium,

Five minutes after we arrived
one of our girls was attacked by
g, group of Stalinist goons led by
Leon Katzen, a United Electrical
Workers functionary, ex-chair-
man of the Chicago Area AVC
and well known Stalinist hack.

Katzen was overheard telling
his gang at the entrance to the
Auditorium: “There are no cops
around now. Let’s get these Mili-
tant girls.,” .

Pretending to want to see one
of her papers, Katzen tried to
seize her ‘bundle. On failing

‘this, he grabbed the girl, swing-

ing her around violently and at-
tempting to pry the papers out
of her arms.

Some bystanders, indignant at
this brutal violation of the
democratic right to distribute a
working class. paper, immediate-
ly came to the girl’s aid. After
the brief skirmish that followed,
the Stalinists retreated. We
continued to distribute The Mili-
‘tant for/ 45 minutes and then
left in an orderly manner.

A Reader
Chicago, IIl.

Dump Surplus Spuds
While Prices Soar

Editor: -

This is a, story about pof,a-
toes. All other food items could
be¢ connected with this story. At
Tort Fairfield, in the heart of &
potato farming region, workers
were dwarfed as they added to
the thousands of bushels of the
surplus vegetables already dump-
ed in a huge mound. '

If they placed these potatoes
on the market, we workers
would not have to pay about 50
cents for 10 pounds. In the May
6 N. Y. Times came an interest-
ing potato story. It seems that
13,500,000 pounds were rotting
in Texas. The Army had to sell
them very .quickly. They gave
them to the Idaho Baking Po-
tato distributors for about 1%
cents for 10 pounds.

One dealer said that the sal-

French ‘and American im-
lists in India, Indonesia,

vaged potatoes might bring $2.75

no matter |

he Workers Forum columns are open to the opintons of the readers ot “The Milztant” Letters o
welcome on any subject of interest to the workers. Keep them short and include your name and |
dress. Indicate it you do not wani your name ,grinted. ~

to $3.25 for a 100 pound bag at
resale. Again I say? we workers
have to buy potatoes at 50 cents
for 10 pounds. Before the war
we used to.buy ‘potatoes for a
penny 8 pound. i
_According - to
Childs of the N. Y. Post, 90,000,+

destroyed this year. He further

!says that DDT was used on the
‘farms to kill insect pests; there~

fore, we have a surplus of pota-
toes. )
- In so-called boom time we
have poverty amidst plenty. Be-
cause we have too much, we have
to starve. This is a preview of a
real depression ‘that is to come.

People used to starve because
there wasn’t enough to eat. To-
day there is no reason for sych

a situation. But when there is
over-production we go hungry
just the same. The greed for
profits is what keeps prices high
today.,
© ey Abe Davi:
New York

Public Funds Used

To Extend Jim Crow
Editor:

How the capitalist authoritles
subvert public housing programs

tion is well illustrated in the re-
port of the “Proceedings of the
National Conference of Social
Work.”

As an . excuse for driving mi-
nority groups out of areas they
mow occupy the authorities cite
the fact they “may betlocked in
an undesirable, pocketed area or
may be llvmg in rear streets
-or alleys.”

“In such cases,” says the book,
“the neighborhood can hardly
be termed desirable or well es=~
tablished.” And wunder this
hypocritical excuse the minority
group is forced out of their
homes.

But this is not all
“local authorities”
tend Jim-Crow segregation where
it already exists, “there may be
a tendency to use public hous-
ing to displace minority groups
—particularly the Negro—from
desirable  neighborhoods in
which they now live”” TUnder
guise of “City Planning” or “re-
clamation,” minority groups
“may be forced to relinquish
areas in which they have es-
tablished themselves at consider~
able sacrifice.” .

While

tions for Negroes i |
" Adolph Kruger
. New Yorl'

Subscribe To
The Militant
Use Coupon On Rage ?

Come and meet other ‘Militant’ Readers
At these Local Activities of

he Socialist Workers Party

Marquis- W .
,,‘signed agreements ‘with the Unit- |
000 -bushels of potatoes are being"

in the interest of racial segrega-'

usually ex-

ByJ

Lyons

EAST CHICAGO Indiana, May 7—The workers of the
Inland Steel Corporation; members of United Steelwork-
ers. of America Local Union No. 1010 concluded a highly

: successful seven day strike.
“Although all major steel pro- o

ducing concerns in the ‘U. S.

ed Steelworkers before the April
30 deadline, Inland alone held
out. This concern decided to
test the basic loyalty of the steel-
workers to. their union by offer-
ing the 12% cent wage increase
formula, but tying it in with

‘more than a dozen union-bust-

ing proposals;

Among other things, it insisted
on including in the contract a
vicious “responsibility” clause
which would allow the corpora-
tion to fire any union steward
who “condoned” a 'strike. In ad-

dition, the corporation sought to'

undermine the entire seniority
principle by demanding the right
to exempt 120 of their chosen

men from seniority regulations.:

This would permit the managers

| to place their own stooges on any

Job in the plant and bump men
with ‘years of seniority,

16 SCHEMES

" The union listed 16 separate
union-busting schemes which In-
land wanted included in the con-
tract in return for the wage in-
crease. When it became obvious
that the negotiating committee

refused to accept a “yellow dog™

contract, the company appealed
to the men directly. Posters
were placed throughout the giant
steel plant notifying the. men
that the company had agreed to
grant the wage increase. The
intent was to place the blame

upon the local leaders and to

stir dissension within the ranks.

On the night of April 30, sev-
cral thousand wunion members
jammed the union hall to hear

‘the negotiating committee’s fin-

al report. The commitiee did
not appear, because negotiations
were still being carripd on. When
it became clear that no contract
was . forthcoming, the workers
marched to the plant and set up
the picket lines one hour before
the old agreement expired.

Several days later, each work-
er raceived a letter from the

-plant.. manager, in which the

comnany again tried to britle the
men into defying their leaders.
The letter pointed out that the

“In @ desirable area long oc-
|cupied by Negroes,” the auth-
orities build a housing project
open only to whites. As the re-
| port points out, this means “the
use of public funds to initiate
and extend residential restric-

strike was not over wages, and

sponsible for the lack of an
agrcement The workers re-
sponded to. this propaganda by
strengthening their picket lines
Each ‘day brought more and
more .men to the picket lines
and morale steadily grew strong-
er. Only the U. S. mail trucks
were allowed to go through. The
union provided no maintenance
crews and sllowed no members
to work on the traditional “stand
by” operations.

After five days of the strike,
the ‘company saw the hopeless-
ness of ‘its position and settled
- down to negotiating a genuinc
contract.

NEW HAVEN
“The Truman Doctrir
Speaker:

CRON—2nd floor, 8 S. How-
- ard St. Open Mon. through
‘Priday, 4 to 6 p.m.; Saturdays
2to 4 pm.

BOSTON—30 Stuart St. Open
Saturdays 1 pm, to 5 p.m.;
i Tuesdays and Fridays, T:30
b to 9:30 p.m.
| “UFFALO — Militant Forum,
629 Main St., 2nd floor. Phone
MAdison 3960. Open every
+ afternoon except Sunday.
© “ Open house and current
" events discussion every Satur-
day, 8:30 p.m. Admission free.

CHICAGO—1717 W. Adams (cor-

ner Halsted), Open 11 a.m. to

. .5 p.ni. daily, except Sunday.

mel. Dearborn 4767. Library,
- bookstore.

CLEVELAND — Militant Forum
every Sunday, 8:30° pm. at
Peck’s Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St.
(off Wade Park Ave.).

DETROIT——GIOS meood Ave.,
‘phone TY. 7-6267. Open Mon=
ay through Saturday, 12 to
‘p.m. Current events forum
nd open house, Saturday from

§ ¢

INT—215 E. Ninth St., Flint
‘Mich. Open Monday through
riday. 5 to 9 p.m.

ANGELES-—Militant Pub-
shing Assn., 316%2 W. Pico
lvd. Open daily, 12 noon to
5 p.m. Phone Richmond 4644.

Friday, 8 p.m. — Militant
Wy Workers Forum, 466 E. Vernon.

SAN PEDRO, Militant Publish-
ing Assn., — 1008 S. Pacific,
¢ Room 214.

Room 11. Discussion every
Tuesday 7:30 p.m.; open Sat-
urdays 1-5 p.m.

MILWAUKEE — Militant Book- |

shop, 608 8. B St., open 7:30
to 9:30 p.m.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 South 4th [

St., open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily
except Sunday. Tel, Main 7781
Library, bookstore.

Sunday Forums, 3:30 p.m.

NEW HAVEN—Labor School, 855
Grand Ave., 3rd floor. Open
1st and 3rd Monday, 7:30-
9:30 p.m. Sunday forums, 2nd
and 4th of month, 8:30 p.h.

NEWARK—423 Springfield Ave.
Phone Blgelow 3-2574. Library
and reading room open week
nights, 7-10 p.m.

Friday night forum, 8:30,

NEW YORK—CITY. HQ. 116
University Place, GR. 5-8149.

HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St.
Rm, 23. MO. 2-1866.

Every Thursday Open Dis-
sussion, 8 p.m.

BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave..
1st floor, phone TTI 2-0101.
" Discussion on the SWP Pro-
cram every Wed. 8 pm.

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton St.,
Phone ST. 8-7433.

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St.
phene CH 2-9434.

OAKLAND, Cal.—Meetings Wed-
nesday, Odd Fellows Temple,

" 410 - 11th St. For information
write to P.O. Box 1351.

LYNN, Mass., 44 Central Square,

PHILADELPHIA — 1303-05 W.

Girard Ave., 2nd floor. Opén
daily. Friday forum, 8 pm

Phone Steveuson 5820,

2nd floor. Office hours: Wed.
T t0 9: aofpm Sat. and Sun.
-3 to 9 p.m. Open forums Sun.
3 p.m. Tel. Court 6060.

SAN DIEGO-—Headquarters 623
Sixth Ave., open 7 to 9 p.m.

Monday through Friday.

SAN FRANCISCO — School of
Social Science, 305 Grant Ave,,
cor, of Grant and Sutter, 4th
floor open from 12 noon to
4:30 p.m., daily except Sun-

day. Phone EXbrook 1826.

SEATTLE—1919%, Second Ave.
Open 10:30 a.m, to 2:30 p.m.
Mon. through Fri,, 12 to 5 p.m.

Sat.
_Tel.
store.

Wednesdays, 8 pm Basw

Training Class.’

ST. LOUIS — 1023 N, Grand
Forums
Thursday, 8:30 p.m. Phone

Blvd., Room 312.

Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St., St,
Paul 2, Phone Garfield 1137.

Open- daily 2:30-8:30.
TACOMA, Wash,-

cett.
topics.
P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO—108 Summit St., To-
ledo 4, O. Open daily, Phone

MAin 8919.
YOUNGSTOWN — 35%

Saturday. Phone 3-1355.

PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave.,

SE-0453 mbr'ury, book-

—  Meetings
every Wednesday, 8 p.m,, at
Oddfellows Hall, 6th and Faw-
Discussions .on current

For .information, write

South
Ave., Youngstown 3, O. Open
12-5 p.m, Monday through

Doris Fletcher
Sun., May 18, 8:30 p.:.
855 Grand Ave.

NEW HAVEN
Spring Frolic
Sat., May 24, 8 p.m.
855 Grand Ave.

that the local leaders were re=~|

The union’s commit--

CHICAGO
A Series of 6 Lectures On
AMERICA’S SOCIALIST FUTURE
Sundays, 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.
.May 18—Boom and Bust: Rise

and Decline of U.S. Capitalism
Speaker: ‘Arne Swabeck

* May 25 — World Empire
Wall Street’s Goal And Foreign

Policy )
Speaker: Howard Anderson
—— ]
June 1, Rise of American La-

bor: Trade Unions In the Era
of Capitalist Decline
Speaker: Arne Swabeck

June 8 — Negroes And The La-
bor Movement
The Struggle Against Jim Crow

June 15 — The Revolutionary
Party In The U.S.

‘Role of the SWP
Speaker: Michael Bartell

June 22 — America’s Socialist
Future
What Socialism Will Mean For
the American Workers -
Speaker: Hayden Perry

777 West Adams
25¢ a lecture-$1 for the Series

tee Ws,s held in continuous nego-

‘tlations for 31 hours on one oc-

casion and 24 hours on another.

After seven days, the committee |-

returned with a contract which
most- activists consider even bet-
ter than the basic steel contract

All 16 of the company’s union-
busting points were knocked out.
A number of concessions over and
above the basic steel agreement
were granted. In the last few
hours of negotiations, the com-
pany representatives were liter-

ally bégging the union negotia- §
tors to call off the pickets. Sev-~
en days of costly production has,
been lost in an attempt by thel
company - to split the union. f
-This was the fourth plant-
wide Inland strike in the last ten
years, and it represents the
fourth victory for the union.

|

An interesting sidelight to the
strike was.the fact that the ne-
gotiating committee was headed
by James Griffin, who was re-
tently elected District Dxrector
of the Youngstown -district in a
contest with the Murray-spon-
sored incumbent. Griffin re-
ceived a tremendous ovation at
the victory mass meeting of Lo-
cal No. 1010.

Local Settlements Pave Way
To End Of Telephone Strikes

(Continued from Page 1)

of the New Jersey operators,
who defied state “seizure” and
onerous jail and fine sentences’
to show how strikebreaking laws
could be beaten. .

Against the combined forces
of all state agencies and the kept
press, these heroic girl opera-
tors refused to yield ah inch.
As & result, they forced a com-
plete retreat by the. state, 'the
dropping of charges against their
officers and revision of the new
state slave-labor law.

This ‘resistance in New Jersey-
undoubtedly discouraged the fed-
eral government and other states
from trying to swing a club
against the phone workers. The
fact that the New Jersey opera-
tors received the highest wage
settlement yet negotiated in the
strike is a direct result of their
militancy.

EFFORT FAILED

On the other hand, the NFTW
leadership failed in its effort to
achieve nation-wide settlements,
if not in one master contract, at
least through NFIW review and
approval of regional agreements.
The main reason for this set-
back - was the tiremendous
strength and high degree of cen-
tralization lodged in. AT&T,
which was determined at all costs
to prevent nation-wide bargain-
ing apd to impose a divide-and-
conquer policy.

Aided by scores of government
mediators on national and state
levels and the deliberate misin-
formation spread by the kept
press, AT&T hit the unions from
all sides, trying to split them a-
part. The non-NFTW New York
unions cracked first under this
company-government pressure.

When they were ‘followed by
NFTW locals in Chicago, the
dent in the strike front caused
the NFTW leadership to disband
its national committee and hurry
home to achieve the best possible
local settlements.

AT&T was able to take advan-
tage of the looseness of the un-
ions’ structure and lack of co-
ordination. Of the 340,000 on
strike, only 280,000 were mem-
bers of the NFITW. The NFIW
itself is only a loose federation of
autonomous locals. in process of
building a national centralized
union.

To offset this, the NF'I‘W lead-
ership had adopted the strategy
of utilizing the strike itself to
consolidate its own autonomous
sections and, moreover, to pull in

“| over 60,000 non-affiliated un-

ionists.

Given the will of the rank-
and-file to battle, which was
proved time and again in action,
the success or failure of such a

LOS ANGELES
. Benefit Showing
“Kameradshaft’’
The Heroic story of the In-
ternational Solidarily of the
French and German Miners
Sun., May 25, 8 p.m.
4213 Monroe

Auspices: ACEWR
Admission: $1.20

NEW YORK

East Side Branch
. Movie and Social

Sat., May 24, 8:30 p.m,
116 University Place

NEW YORK
MARXIST LABOR SCHOOL
THE PATH OF A
RENEGADE
(Political Ewvolution of
James Burnham)-
Speaker:
Joseph Hansen
Associate Editor
Fourth International
Fri., May 23, 8 p.m.

116 University Pl. .

]

strategy fully depended on the
qualities of the national leader-
ship, its ability to maintain na-
tionwide solidarity, sustain mor-
ale and enforce its direetives for
settlement.

The NFTW leadership proved
unable to hold out longer against
the combined might of corpora-
tion and government attacks.

While the leadership rejected
government demands for arbitra-
tion, nowhere did ## warn the
workers against the role of gov-
ernment conciliation and medi-
ation, and the clearcut fact'that
government officials:were using
every lever to help AT&T divide
and split the ranks of the strik-
ers. This was due to the lead-
ership’s own lack of understand-
ing of the government as an &-
gent ' of Big Business.

This shortcoming was coupled
with a weak “approach to bar-
gaining.. When the CIO unions
began to sign dontracts for $6,
the NFTW leadership immedi-
ately halved its -$12 figure on
the ground that the trust would
be bound by the CIO figure as
a ‘“national pattern.” Recogniz-
ing this as a sign of weakness,
AT&T and the government be-
gan to chisel still lower.

MORE CHISELING

When the government chip-
ped almost a dollar from this
figure with a proposal of $5.14
for the long-lines operators, the
union hastened to accept. AT&T
refused, still offering $1-3, $2-4.
This then enabled the govern-
ment mediators to do some more
chiseling with the formula eof
“let’s compromise the differ-
ences.” Thus the union leader-
ship was pressured, chiseled and
maneuvered to below the $6 CIO
pattern.

The outcome of their first
great struggle has demonstrated
to the most militant phone work-
ers that they need above all to
strengthen their national organ-
ization. The launching of their
new proposed national union,
the Communications Workers of
America, the organization of the
unorganized, the extension of
the CWA to embrace every phone
union, and the adoption of &
progressive program of action,
can effectively prepare for the
next battles against the AT&T
monopoly.

Militant Readers
Invited To The
Mid-West Camp

“Where ghall we go for this
summer’s vacation?” As the
days grow warmer, this ques-
tion keeps cropping up meore
insistently.

The Mid-West Vaeation
School and Camp situated on

miles from Detroit, Michigan,
provides a satisfactory solution

{to this question. This coopera-

'tive camp has become a favor-
ite resort for working class fam-
ilies who, appreciate good food
and accommodsations in a com-
radely atmosphere.

The outstanding feature at
Mid-West are the classes and dis-
cussions held each week by cap-
able teachers of Socialism and
by experienced trade union lead-
ers. Courses are given on the his-
tory of the labor movement in
the United States and FEurope,
in Marxist economics, and on the
program and ideas of the Soclal-
ist Workers Party.

Militant readers are cdrdially
invited to spend their vacation
at Midwest Camp. Rates are rea-
sonable: $25 a week for adults;
$15 for children. For reserva-
tions, clip the coupon on this
page and send it to Oscar Coover,
Manager, 116 University Place,

New York 3, N. Y,

'”"lt { draW y,,,on.Bustmg ( ontract [Iauses

Spemal Bulletm Sparks
'Chicago Sub Campaign

Chicago Local’s 8-week cam-
saign for 300 .subs to The Mili-

~.ant got off to a flying start.

During the first 9 days, the com-
rades chalked up 85 subscrip-
tions. Chicago’s live-wire litera-
ture committee is putting out a
one-page mimeographed bulle-
tin called the “Militant Sub
Campaigner,” to0 keep Militant.
boosters in that area informed |
on the progress of the Cam-
paign. © The Southside ‘team
leads with 301% points, reports
the Campaigner. Comrade How-
ard is setting the pace with 13
points, followed by Comrade
Frank with 10% points, Comrade
Heeot with 8 points and Rosalie
with 8. (One point. is credited
for a 6-month sub; 1% points
for a one-year sub.) The Cam-
paigner ends with this reminder:
“Remember-—the grand prize is
& week’s vacation at the Mid-
West Summer Camp! The four
Pace-Setters listed above are out
in front. Anyone else who has
ideas of winning had better turn
on the steam in s hurry. It can
still be anybody’s race. BE “A
CHAMP—GO TO CAMP.”

B e I 3
Boston’s campaign netted 31
subscriptions during the week.
Rena Breshi who is directing the
campaign hopes that the weath-

{er will be good at least on Sun-

days so the branch can continue
its campaign without delay.
t 4 ® * '
Diek Carlson of the Minneap-
olis branch writes: “We were dis-
tributing at a meeting of the
telephone workers yesterday. We
passed out about 75 copies of
The Militant and had an enthu-
siastic response. Some workers
who received & paper came back

‘and asked for another to give to

a friend. One woman took & pa-

per and after reading it, came

out of the meeting hall and paid

me for it.”
. * ¥ %

Los Angeles Local reports ex-
cellent cash returns from its dis~
tributions during the past few
weeks. For instance, 67 Militants

the telephone strikers, 14 to a
meeting of the teamsters, 29
Militants and 89 Labor Party
pamphlets to the CIO meeting
to protest anti-labor legislation, |
and 14 to an 'AFL protest meet-
ing.
* ¥ %
“The workers are responding
very well when approached for
a subsecription to The Militant—
they know the fruth-revealing
facts that are published in this
working man’s newspaper.” This
statement by Charles Carlson,
Buffalo’s Literature Agent, is
backed up with 10 subscriptions
to The Militant. “All were sold
in the various shops that the
eomrades are working in,”
* % %

“These 8 Militant subscrip-
tions,” says E. Brent, Literature
Director for the Detroit branch,
“were sold at the Turkey Dinner
we held Sunday, May 4. We had
over 100 people present and it
was one of the most enjoyable
socials I have ever been to.”

* %

In another letter from Detroit,
Comvade Brent tells us that “6
of the 9 subs enclosed” were
scored by E. Drake. Comrade
Drake is a dynamo when it comes

Little Pleasant Lake, about 60

to getting subs and we would
ke to get a first~hand report
from him. How about it, Com-
rade Drake?

* % %

“AHow me to introduce myself,
I'm the new Militant Director,
Gordon Dunbar, taking El Sny-
der’s place for Flint branch., I
sincerely hope I can continue
the excellent work that Comrade
Snyder has accomplished.”

We welcome Comrade Dunbar
as & Director in the ranks of
The Militant Army, !

* %k ¥

Two of this column’s critics
have hinted that they are get-
ting bored with all the success
.stories they read here week after

 tant.
are clamoring to hear from you. .

were sold to & mass meeting of |

,.

week. They sa.y that certain
agents, certain branches, appear
in the column every week with
the number of subs sold. These
¢ritics would like to see some
new names and ideas in The
Militant Army.

We could write about all the

subs some of the branches aren't .

selling, but we think a better

idea would be for the rest of
you Militant boosters and sub=-
getters, who find it easier to get
subs than to write about-it, to
give our critics a break. Send’
in your sub-getting experiences, -

the approach you use in getting

subs from workers in your shop,

the method you use in telling
your neighbors about The Mili-
The Militant Army fans

LI

Total subs for April were 665
as compared with 821 for the -

previous - month. The subscrip-
tions . received are listed by,
branch.

ChicCago. ..cuwssmsssssonsmesne 112
BOSEON suvesessesonsersnsesasornne 68
DPetroit. ..cucsserscneressscenss 852
BUffalo ....csscsresmensocsssssnss - 51
MilWAUKEE cecsersercssrvosscnse 47
New York Local ....... 39

Los Angeles Local ... 34

San Francisco ......... oseee 33
NeWark .....comseesmssmssonnsee . 27
Minneapolis ......... wisisires - - 3B
Flind o RN |
Phﬂadelphm p— 19
Cleveland ... s 18
St. Paul ... 15
Lynn ... 14
Seattle .....uvemecessmnnicneees 10
Youngstown 10
Akron ... 8
‘%eadving ......... . 8

Zonnecticut Sta ...... T
35 LOWS cuveeresrersens T
Allentown. ... 8!
Pittsburgh ... ]
Calumet g 5
TOledO issansnassossssssssaisssss 5
Oakland .. ).‘x
Portland ... v
Rochester .. o 0
San Di*ego‘ easeshen . 0
Feneral ..oividsesisesrens . 4

TOTAL

........ wersesieesenss 665

GaIa FIoorl Show
To Be Featured
At ACEWR Ball

The New York ‘cha;pter of the

American Committee for Euro-
pean Workers Relief is present-
ing
Saturday evening, May 17th at
Irving Plaza, 15 Irving Place.

"The gala floor show, which goes
on at 11 pim. will feature such

professional entertainers as an’
Irish tenor, a primitive dance in-

terpreter, ballad singers and vwo

guitarists who are appearing on.

the radio. Music for dancing wit
be provided by Karl Taylor and
his orchestra.

The entire proceeds of . this
affair will be used to send food,
clothing and medicine to needy
European families in Italy, Mole
land, France, Austria, Germany,
Belgium and Greece. .

Tickets at $1.20 including tex
may be purchased at'the door,

- %
NEW YORK

Invitation To

Cafe Internationale
Sat., May 17, 9 p.m.

IRVING PLAZA
15 Irving Place
(Near 14th Street)
Auspices:
‘American .Committee for
European Workers Relief

“Cafe Internationale”™ om

NOTICE

The American Committee
For European Workers
Relief (ACEWR)
Has Moved to:

130 West 23 Street

/

-New York 11, N. Y.

Mail This Blank For

Season June 29 to Sept. 2

List of Children and Age

Mid-West Vacation Camp And School

OSCAR COOVER, Manager
116 University Place

Reserve accommodatio:. *or below from.......... to.......
Family O Couple O Single [1 4
(check one)
List all who will attend:
NAITIE ooovveirrieeirerarerirtenisteenseersessestesensessisessssesmessssesasssensssesrssesssasssaeesnes
({Mr.. Mrs.,, Miss)

Your Reservation At

Adults $25 week, Children $1F

Name of Applicant

Address
City & Zone.




|
{
|
3
|

Dtary of e Steel Worker

The Unknown Child

The spring is sweet, the tender spring is sweet,
and good things grow in the black earth. It is
fine to feel the sunshine, to see it flickering
through the leaves. Life is
good, and it is good to hear
the laughter of the children.
But there are shadows still
on earth, and the datrk wind

‘moans at sundown.

* * 0
Death is a_terrible and
grotesque = thing in the

springtime, when life shoulders its way up from
the earth, thickens on the boughs of the trees,

spreads through the air with the happy odor

of green things growing.

And the death of a child, or children, is
even more horrible in the springtime, the sea-
son of earth’s childhood.

But it is spring in the northern half of the

-~ world. It ig spring in Prague, Czechoslovakia,
where they have a new monument, a memorial
to the Unknown Child of World War II.

» * ¢ @

Fill your lungs, brothers, swell your chests
with pride. We have grown wise and great
through the centuries. }

Once men lived in the caves of the moun-
tains, in crude tree shelters in the forests, hound-
ed by hunger and cold, hunted by wild beasts.
‘Once men fought for food, armed with wooden
clubs and stone knives. L -

But mankind has grown great and wise. To-
day we don’t fight for food; we fight to make
the capitalist parasites richer and more power-
ful. Today we need not depend on the stone axe
or even the bow and arfow. We have harnessed
the mighty energy of nature to blast and atom-
ize the crowded poor as they huddle in the city
slums.

By Theodore Kovalesky

It was only a scant quarter of a century ago,
hrothers, that our masters sent a squad of men
out to gather up the few rags of bone and
rotten flesh that were all that remained of one
man, a broken, anonymous man who was sent

out to die to make the world safe for the profit |

system in World War 1. They called him the
Unknown Soldier and made him a cynical sym- "

bol of human suffering and capitalist greed. /

But the world marches forward, and we grow
great and wise with the progress of modérn
capitalism. What a step forward, what a great
advance! Today in Prague, Czechoslovakia, we
see the monument to the Unknown Child of
"World War II! To whom shall we dedicate the
memorials of World War 7 -

LI [ P

And . you, child, unknown, remembered only
as a symbol, could you forgive us for being so
slow to learn, to act?

We have tried to build .a world where you
could know the joys of springtime, the happiness
of play in the sunshine, There have been rea-
sons why we have not yet succeeded. But could
we make you understand?

- There- are millions upon millions of us in
the crowded streets and factories of the cities,
millions more in the hard-worked fields of the
mortgaged farms and share-cropping planta-
tions. The time will come when we’ll smash the
capitalist system of poverty and war.and build

~ a world of peace and plenty.

. But nothing can change the horror that was
your little life, the agony that was your. death.

We have been slow to move, s'ow to anger. But
the anger is mounting, and hard, stern action
will follow. A little more time and we shall be
ready. And then the workers of the world will
claim vengeance for your death and give happi-
ness back to the children of the future.

The Negro Struggle

| Against The Anh Labor B|||s

Wall Street’s anti-labor drive to cripple and
destroy the unions seriously affects the most op-
pressed seetxon of the working class, the Negro
‘ peopl&

people. Both face the same
enemy: the titans of Big Bus-
iness who seek to drive down
living standards by all types of
brutal methods. Wall Street
seeks to destroy the democratic
rights of labor, even as it seeks
to perpetuate its Jim - Crow
“divide and rule” tactics against
the Negro peovple. Long ago Karl Marx empha-
. sized that “labor in a white skin ean never be
free so long as labor in a black skin is branded.”
And the present onslaught against the unions
poses an opposite lesson: The Negro people can-
not gain an‘ihch in thé struggle against” Jim
Crow IF the labor movement should be erip-
pled and hamstrung. Our fight to achieve dem-
ocratic rights demands that we fight to retain
the democratic rights of the labor movement.
Every Negro has a stake in this fight to defeat
Wall Street’s Congress in its dastardly legislative
plot against the unjon movement.

The future and the hopes of America’s 14
million Negroes are therefore solidly linked with
the future of their natural ally, the organized
labor movement, These ties are made even
more binding by the fact that close to 2 million

The labor movement is -
the natural ally of the Negroi

By William E, Bohannon—-

of these 14 million Negroes are themselves un-
ion' members, part and parcel of the great
American labor movement.

One of every seven Negroes is a unionist. We
can be very proud of this fact.
the Negro workers are well aware that the
unions are their best protection as exploited
workers.

It is true that the Negroes have had a tough
fight on their hands for admittance into the
unions, especially in the AFL. Once in the
unions we have proved our right to full partici-
pation in all union affairs. We have made
many gains in these respects, including gains
in- seniority rights, upgrading, equal pay for
equal work, etc. We did this because solidarity
was achieved -and proved in action with our
white fellow workers. Now we must again prove
that we are in the front lines of union action
by lending. every -effort to defeat the boss. of-
fensive aga,instt the unions.

If the Negro people are to continue to play
a progressive role in the labor movement, if

we are to protect and further our gains on the

economic field, if we are to help protect the
democratic rights of the working class as the
best way to fight for our own democratic rights
for equality—then we must all, union member
and non-member alike, close ranks with labor,
and work with might and main to defeat the
Hartley, Taft and other anti-labor bills.

Beating A Rent Gouger

CHICAGO — This is the story of how a rent-,
gouger in a big city was beaten when his tenants
organized. It is a true story, scores of families
can testify, and it is a story with a happy ending,
as was demonstrated last week when the tenants
won their ten-week long fight by receiving $5,500
in payment for lack of services in the past year,
refund of bonuses extorted from apartment
hunters, and compensation for money spent by
tenants -to decorate their apartments.

_Residents of the Sterling Apartments a North
Slde building with 97 units, were angered by the

. extortmn of huge “bonuses” from apartment

secekers, the arrogance of the manager, and the
elimination without rent reductions of all ser-
vices, including weekly linens, window washing,
clean curtains, repairs, painting and decorations.
. When individual complaints to the OPA failed
to get results, the Sterling Apartments Protec-
tive Association was organized on Feb. 23. Offi-
cers were elected, a dues system was instituted,
and an attorney, M. J. Myer, was retained.
The next day s committee went to work on
the OPA, filing complaints against the landlord,
Samuel Server, for violation of OPA regulations.
At first the OPA officials were not interested,
but when stories about the case began to appear
prominently in the press and they saw the ten-
ants meant business, investigators were sent to
check on the complaints. The landlord then got
an OPA notice to restore all services at once or
a retroactive rent reduction would be -ordered.
Meanwhile the tenants proceeded in a num-

ber of other ways. Preparations were made for
filing & collective suit in court against the land-
loxd for recovery of treble damages for extortion
of “bonuses.” The Department of Building In-
spection, the Fire Department and Bureau of
Electrical Inspection were notified of various
viclations of municipal ordinances, and the

. Bureau of Internal Revenue was informed of in-

come by the management for which it was sus-
pected no income tax had been paid. A mnews
bulletin, Sterling News, was distributed to ten-
ants. Plans to organize tenants of other Server-
owned buildings were initiated.

Faced with this well-organized campaign, the
management gave in, after a feeble attempt at
intimidation and red-baiting. Two collective bar-
gaining sessions between Server and the asso-
ciation’s executive committee, produced agree-
ment on the following terms: 1. The much hated
building manager was discharged. 2. All services
were fully restored. 3. -All apartments will' be

completely redecorated. 4. Return of $70 to each -

of 65 tenants for lack of past services. 5. Return
of $720 to four tenants forced to pay “bonuses.”
6. Repayment of $238.50 to five tenants who
had decorated their ‘own apartments. 7. Recog-
nition of the tenants association.

Enthused by this success, the tenants voted to
continue the association as a permanent organ-
ization and to extend it by organizing other
buildings on the North Side.

Does this give you some ideas? What was done
in Chicago can be done elsewhere.

Notes From The News

Salvation Army official - Arthur Brewer told
8 business men’s meeting in Los Angeles -last
week that bosses should sing as they enter their

offices in the morning and as
& they move among the workers

s, during the day. “The happy ef-
BN fect will influence everyone in
the plant, from manager to

°Y office boy, and increase the
confidence of customers,”  he
declared. .
* * *

Kenneth . R. Williams, Negro  yeteran

Rev.
backed by the United Labor Committee, was
elected to the Winston-Salem City Council last
week. He is the first Negro to win such an office

~ in North Carohna smce Reconstruction days.

£l

Several hundred Ohlo. movie theatre owners
are calling for a boycott against the showing
of Charlie Chaplin’s new anti-war film, Mon-
sieur Verdoux. ‘

The South’s biggest lynching tridl-has begun
in Greenville, S. C. Thirty-one are on trial for
the mutilation lynching of 24-year-old Willie
Farle last February 16. A hly-white Jury is be-
ing selected..

#* i *

s The Stalinists are embarrassed by the new

book about ‘the NMU The Dark Ship, although
its author is the well- known New Masses writer,
Richard. O. Boyer. It contains a 68-page, highly
flattering section about Joseph Curran, written
before he and the Stalinists came to the parting
of the. ways. in the NMU.

* * *

James Larkin, Jr, son of the famous Irish
-revolutionary- and. labor leader, is in New York.
The CIO Transport Workers Union invited- him
to.speak at a memorial meeting for James Con-
nolly,. Socialist leader executed by the British
during . ‘the Easter Rebelhon )

* Ed o

- Oakland’s striking AFL Retail clerks won an
',a,greement from the’ department stores last week,
Their seven-month ~stiike reached its elimax

T

. m a general strlke o<f the c1ty last December

Harvey w. Brown, president of the Interna-
tional Association of Machinists, urged the 600,-
000 members of his union to vote against re-
‘affiliation with the AFL in next month’s refer-
endum. Brown led the IAM out of the AFL be-
cause of a jurisdictional dispute.

: . * L3 .

Actors Equity Association will refuse to sign
up next year with the Capitol’s only legitimate
theatre, The National, unless the policy of bar-

‘ring Negroes from the audience is ended.

It shows that’

t

'

i

| Union that there will be no work - Committee would call a meeting

. of the various local union lead-
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Building Workers Feel

Impact Of Depression

The Big Steal

PgrceniF:ag e Increase in Spendable Income 6o.1%
( amily of FouF) as a result of H.R.1
48.1%
3310
A'O.Gz
10.3%

_zm  er GO NN

%"”"s‘fsoo $3500 | $5000° |$10,000 [%25000 |$50,000 |$100 000 |$200,000 4500 000
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Lhart from the April issue of CIO Economic Outhok giving the real facts on the Re-

publican-sponsored tax bill.

Federated Pictures

GM Rehires 15 Men But
UAW Suffers Bad Blow

DETROIT, May 11 — The 15 local union officers and
committeemen fired by General Motors for supporting the
April 24 Cadillac Square demonstration have been rein-

| agreement with the company was
reached late Thursday after a

meeting of 150 UAW local union
presidents Wednesday night had
put the heat on the internation-

al officers and had pledged all-

out support to the victimized GM
workers, including strike action
if necessary.

However, the auto union has

received a severe setback from
‘this settlement.

For the fired
men, although reinstated, have
received penalty layoffs for per-
iods up to:70 days (for carrying
through the instructions of the

Istated as a result of negotiations®——
i between GM and the UAW., The

a meeting held Friday w1th the
victimized GM workers, to im-
ply that if it was rejected, the
disciplined men would be on their
own. They even refused to refer
the settlement to a meeting of lo-
cal presidents scheduled for
Monday night.

In the face of this attitude and
the UAW leaders’ obvious refusal
to prepare for a serious fight,
the settlement was ratified by the
40 GM workers present, with 9
voting in opposition. It was ap-
parent that the leadership was

. anxious to have the matter com-

International Union.) The final

settlement also coatains a com-
mitment by the International

stoppage of any kind under the
recently signed GM contract.
WHAT IT MEANS

What this means in life .is
that the UAW leaders have sur-
rendered. the rights of the auto
workers to peacefully assemble
and demonstrate for their rights.
As the Hearst Detroit Times sta-
ted, this is the boldest blow de-
livered the UAW in the course
of the past ten years.

The top UAW officials not only
agreed to this miserable settle-
ment, but they had the gall, in

Delegates Urge
Labor Party At
Pa. AFL Parley

A key question discussed
at the 45th annual Pennsyl-
vania State AFL Convention,

which ended its sessions May

3, was formation of an inde-
pendent Labor Party. A res-
olution favoring immediate
organization of a Labor Party
was submitted by the Reading
Lodge No. 652 of the Brother-
hood Railway Carmen of Amer-
ica, Although it was finally
voted: down, it aroused great in-

terest among the 1 578 delegates'

and was given considerable pib-
licity in thé press..

/" The, resolution. called atten-
tion to the “deadly menace of
the big business government of-
fenisive against the unions.” It
pointed out that the “‘proposed
anti-labor bills being pushed by
Truman and Congress have as
their ultimate aim the very de-
struction * of the 'labor move-
ment.” While the organized la-
bor movement has displayed “tre-

‘imendous power on the economic
‘|arena of struggle,” on the po-

litical field it stands “as a puny
midget.”

The resolution declared that
“millions of workers, shocked by
the political developments of re-
cent weeks, are awakening to the
need for genuine independent

" |labor political action through a

party -of their own, a “Labor
Party;” and ended with a call for
the state AFL to “institute action
to unite the union ranks of AFL,
CIO and Railroad Brotherhoods
to enter the political arena
through an Independent Labor
Party.”

o

pletely disposed of by the time
of the next presidents’ meeting.

President Walter Reuther had

‘promised that the UAW Policy

,ers before Monday if a proper

‘This promise was violated as|

settlemerit could.not be achieved.

Reuther moved to settle the issue

| as quickly and quietly as possible,
-regardless of the cost to the un-

ion and without giving the local |

union leaders involved an oppor-
tunity to even express themselves
on the question.

ONLY PART OF STORY

The Thomas-Addes forces have
attempted to make political capi-
tal of the'situation by charging
that the failure of certain Reu-
ther-led GM plants to shut
down and join the Cadillac

.| Square rally was responsible for

the victimizations. It is true that
such sabotage gave the corpora-
tion an excellent opening which
it did not fail to take advantage
of. But this is only part of the
story. i

This blow to the UAW cannot
be properly understood merely
in light of the demonstration and
developments since then. The
very fact that the GM plants
continued to operate in the face
of the discharge of three union
presidents and 12 other leading
officers is something without
precedent in this union.

Just imagine: the leadership
of UAW locals in the major auto
corporation is' decapitated and
yet the plants continue to oper-
ate and the leadership is permit-
ted to follow a hush-hush policy
which prevented the militants in
other plants from even knowing
what was happening! To this
day there has been no union
statement on this matter in the
press. The conspiracy of silence
was broken only when Briggs Lo-
cal 212 officers sent wires to the
international officers, with cop-
ies to all UAW local presidents,
condemning the manner in which
this attack was being handled.

This whole experience cannot
be explained merely by the fail-
ure of some Reuther locals to
support the demorstration, crim-
inal as that sabotage was. What
is glaringly revealed by this in-
cident is the demoralization and

‘passivity developing in the ranks,

especially of the GM workers,
because of the criminal policies
of the entire UAW leadership
over the last year and a half,
The reaction to the drawn-out
GM strike of 1945-46, which saw
the 1815 cent increase won and
then wiped out by soaring prices
in a few months; the constant

By Joseph Hansen

A cold wind is blowing

in the construction mdustry.

Already tens of thousands of building trades workers have

been swept out of their jobs.

Additional scores of thou-

sands will- follow as the postwar depression gains mo-

mentum, ®

In scattered areas employment
is still holding up. But in a
number of key cities the picture
is a grim one. In Washington,
D. C, for instance, about 25,000
laborers are idle.

One-fifth of Portland’s 5,000
carpenters are out of work. Even
with hundreds of homes standing
unfinished, “stagnation” has hit
the building industry.

In Little Rock, Ark., repre-
sentatives of the carpenters’ un-
ion report that some 20% of the
city’s skilled construction work-
ers are looking for jobs.

Building “slumps” are report-
ed in Pittsburgh, St. Louis, Des
Moines, Oklahoma City,

phis, Tenn., present construction :
may be completed, but further |
plans are being shelved.

Philadelphia contractors ex-
pect a “terrific” slump within a
few months.

NEW YORK HARD HIT
New York has been hard hit.
By April 25 a conservative esti-

mate  put the unemployed at
9,000 bricklayers, 5,000 carpen-

unprincipled factional warfare !
in the top circles of the UAW
ever since the Atlantic City con-
vention; the weak-kneed con-
duct of the Reuther-Thomas-
Addes leadership of the UAW |
and the other CIO unions in re-
cent wage negotiations, which

i have resulted in extremely lim- :

ited gains — all these have pro-
duced moods that endanger the |
very life of the union. The de- |
moralization in the ranks result- |
ing from the criminal policy of
the top UAW leaders enabled the
GM corporation to deliver this
latest blow. Critical days lie a-
head for the auto union.

The Cadillac Square demon-
stration was forced .on the top
leaders. by the pxessule of the!
militants in the secondary lead-
ership of the union. The mass |
turn-out in Cadillac Square, the
greatest in Detroit’s history, did
much to revive the fighting spirit
and militancy which were so
much. a part of the UAW in the
years gone by. The newest capi-
tulation to GM has done much
to dampen that militancy.

The time has come when the
1.ilitants must intervene in the
situation or see their union dis-
integrate before their eyes. A

both the Reuther and the Thom.-
as-Addes leaders. A halt must
be called to their cowardly pol-

i
and high sales will hold up long
halt must be called to the un-!

principled factional bickering of |

ters, 2,500 painters, 2,000 plum-
" bers, 500 iron workers, 300 sheet
metal workers and 300 excavat-
ors. “Since then,” an official
of the Building Trades Employ-

ers Association declared two|

weeks later, “all these figures
have jumped. Some place the
number of unemployed brick-
layers at 12,000—more than 259%
of the union members available
for work.”

In Manhattan alone an esti-
. mated $75,000,000 to $100,000,000
in projected housing construction
has been abandoned.

The excuse commonly ad-
vanced by the capitalists for the
slash in housing plans is the
“high cost” of building materials
and labor. But a more impell-

.ing consideration is revealed in
: the pigeonholing of innumerable

blueprints for plant expansion |
and new factory construction. |
With depression signs multiply- |
‘ing, the capitalists “are a mite
nervous about business holding |
up,” says the Wall Street Jour- |

‘nal,

A plant manager in Seattle:
where a new factory was finished
last fall is reported by this Wall

Street- organ to have declared:

“We hope that our own prices

enough to pay the bill.
aren’t quite sure.
out in . the field say stores are
heavily curtailing their inventor-
ies.”

icy of retreat and capitulation.

The over-all flgures on hous-

Salt |
Lake City and San Francisco. .
| In Columbus, Ohio, and Mem-

But we !
Our salesmen :

ing construction show a staggere

1946 some 1,000,000 units were
started. Government housing ofe
ficials expect that not more than
half this figure will be started
in 1947,

Private companies started 6n1y
60,449 units in March 1946. This

March.

last year’s figures.

one of the outrageous contrg-

its period of decline.

Hn construction, a steep decli
has set in! The streets . a
filled with people looking
homes and with workers se
an opportunity to build them

What should be done to meet
this acute crisis? The incap
ity of privately - financed ¢
struction could hardly be n
obvious. The only serious: h

and get the homes built that are
S0 sorely needed.

such a construction program is
available. Materials and sup-
plies are likewise at hand. ‘The
labor force is more than ample.

lack of funds.
i billions of dollars can be diverte
ed—as they are—into maintain<

“peacetime” military force .in
history, why can’t the necessary
billions be éarmarked for houss
ing?

will not be done by the govern-
ment of its own volition.

1 tion,

\ The organized
ment, in the first instance, the

unions in the building trades,
should assume the initiative in

5 pressing resolutely for large scale

federal and state grants to. na- 4
{ tion-wide public housing pro=
Such a- campaign would |

grams.
‘meet with a hearty response
from millions of people now
forced to live in slums and th'
'ex-Gls who are still looking
-shelter.

| (See editorial:

“Aet Now!”-
page 4.) :

Dunne Winds Up Campaign
For Mayor Of Minneapolis

By Grace Carlson

MINNEAPOLIS, May 9 —
ited campaign, V. R. Dunne,

Winding up a lively and spir-
Socialist Workers Party can-

didate for Mayor of aneapohs tonight lashed out at the

“anti-labor records” of the Democratic and Repubhcan
candidates in a radio speech®———— oo

over WMIN,

Pointing out that to the work-
ers the telephone strike has been
a central issue of the Mayoralty
campaign, Dunne said, “On this
exceedingly important question,
the public declarations of the
Democratic Party’s Mr. Humph-
rey and the Republican Party’s
Mr. Collins show little if any
difference. - Of course, Mayor
Humphrey always announced he
was ‘neutral’ before he ordered
a police assault on the Tele-
phone Workers Union picket
lines. However, Mr., Collins
withheld full praise because the
Mayor wasted too much time in
breaking the strike.”

Dunne, who was introduced to
the radio audience as an organ-
izer and builder of General Driv-
ers’ Union, Local 544 and an ac-
tive trade union leader for more
than 25 years, called upon the
labor movement ‘“to repudiate
both Humphrey and Collins”
and thus “deliver a solid blow
against government strikebreak-
ing ki

Despite the fact that Mayor
Humphrey has been . endorsed
for re-election by the official
AFL and CIO of Minneapolis,
Dunne charged that his record
has not been that of a labor
Mayor. “Mayor Humphrey is
‘busy and troubled about many

said, “but not about the wages
of working people!”
Humphrey’s record on hous-
ing, education, public health
and old age pensions was also
attacked by Dunne. The SWP |
program, which calls for diver-
sion of war funds to public!
housing, education, medical and
social services, was stressed by

EDurme as the only solution.
{HIDE THE FACTS

“But in the circle of the so-
called practical politicians one
never hears an honest discussion
of these questions,” Dunne as-
serted. “And why not? Because
the top-flight leaders of the
Democratic and Republican par.
ties—as well as the little poli-
tical climbers like the Humph-
reys apd the Collinses must hide
these facts. They would be fired

they told the truth to the peo-
ple.”

Considerable interest has been
aroused in the Socialist Workers
Party election campaign in trade
union circles and in the daily
press because of V. R. Dunne’s
forthrlght declarations in sup-
port of workers’ rights, No
other candidate spoke out for
the hard-pressed telephone
strikers. Although the Commun-
ist Party (Stalinists) have en-
tered Robert Kelly in the Mayor-

things’,” the SWP candidate

alty race, he has been shielding

by their Wall Street masters if |

the Democratic Party candidat
Humphrey, from criticism for
his infamous role in the tele-
phone strike, Despite the ‘fact
that Humphrey has become” a
'leading red-baiter in this area.
the chief Stalinist criticism. of
the Mayor has been that “he is
attempting to appease GOP re-
action.”

Much stronger language was
found by the Stalinists for their
,attack on the Trotskyist candi-
jdate, V. R. Dunne., 1In every
‘radiosspeech and in all the Stal-
inist election literature, Dunne
has been slandered as a “fasc-
ist” by the desperate supporters
of the strikebreaking Humph-
rey.

Despite this maze of confusion
and betrayal, V. R. Dunne
emerges as the only candidate
worthy of the support of- the
working ' class voters of Minne~
apolis in the primary election on
May 12.

NEWARK

Meeting and Dance

Speakers:

WILLIAM E. BOHANNO}

GEORGE BREITMAN
. ALAN KOHLMAN
SWP candidates for Delegate
to N. J. Constitutional: .
Convention e

Thurs., May 29, 8:30 p.m.
Cadillac Restaurant
Halsey and Hill Streets ’

Music Rejreshmeﬁfé ‘

ing ‘decline since last year. In’

vear, however, construction toe
bogganed to only 49,800 units in-

The decline for April is expect-
ed to reach as much as 40% of"

Thus America is faced w1th

dictions that mark capitalism in

is a federal housing program. of ;
a sufficient size to provide eme
ployment for the building trades’

The productive machinery for

Nor can the government plead &
If billions upon

mg and extending the biggest-

It goes without saying that this"' ;

“But.
, mass pressure can compel ac~ |

labor moves
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