_battle to end capitalism

to rest.

" passing of one of the leaders of the Trotsky-

the’ Third International.

. she helped found ‘the Fourth International;

| almost sixty years Antoinette Konikow stood

Antoinette onikow
Mourned By Comrades

By Joseph Hansen

BOSTON Mass., July 3—At 9: 15 yesterday morning, %ntomette
Konikow, one of the great pioneer builders of American revolutionary
socialism, a founder of the Socialist Workers Party and an Honorary

Member of its National Committee, died of a heart attack. One of the |

best-loved champions. of the labor movement, the suddenness of her
death came as a shock to thousands of workers in Boston and througlﬁ-
out the country. She was almost 77 years old.

Thus close. a most
valiant career of
selfssacrifice and de-
votion to the cause

of world .ocialism.
Antoinette Konikow
was born November
19, 1869, in Czarist
Russia. Almost six te-
cades of that life—since
1888—were. spent in the

and build a better world.
* Although ill for some
time, Comrade Xonikow
had been in excellent spir-
its.. Never had she felt
more confident of the fin-
al victory of socialism. In
the morning, hetr daughter,
Edith Konikow, had per-
suaded . her to stay in bed
while breakfast was pre-
pared. When Edith called
upstairs some ten minutes
later, ‘the old revolution-
ary did not answer. The
‘end had come swiftly and
painlessly. 'Neither artifi-
cial respiration nor the pul-
motor of the emergency
squad could revive the
heart which had beat so
long in the cause of the
oppressed.

Funeral services were
held today at 11 am, inj |
accordance with wishes of | - [
the immediate family.

LAID TO REST

In charge was the Work-
men’s Circle. Comrade
Konikow was one of the
founders of this workers’
benefit organization. All
her life had been spent in
the cause of the working
class. Now in death, the |
workers: lald her tenderly :

ANTOINETTE KONIKOW
1869—1946

REVOLUTIONARY LEADERS
* SEND SORROWING TRIBUTES

We print below the messages sent by James P.
Cannon, Rose Karsner and Natalia Trotsky to the.
family of Antoinette Konikow.

“The serv!ces were simple
—the plain casket of a}
worker and the words of
close friends ahd comrades
to bid her farewell. The
most eloquent tribute came
from the Boston' workers
who loved her. They banked

flowers around her casket. R

Red carnations, the flow- . , :_

er of working class revolu-
tion, and red roses. The
floral offering that epito-
mized the life of Antoin-
ette Konikow was a ham-
mer and sickle with a “4”
to represent the Fourth
International. That trib-
ute came from the Na-
tional Committee of the
Socialist Workers Party in
token of the sentiments of
the whole world - wide
movement which is now
advancing leon Trotsky's
program of revolutionary
socialism as the only way

(Continued on Page 2)

Farewell Antoinette Konikow. Your unceas- .
ing and devoted loyalty to the cause of the work-
ing class remains our herltage and an 1nsp1rat10n~
to our youth Your death is a great loss'to us. Your
heroic spirit lives on. Farewell Antoinette.

James P. Cannon
Rose Karsner

* * *

I share w1th you the bltterness of your loss.
Natalia
Coyoacan, Mexico

po—

SWP National Committee
Expresses Grief Of Party

She .fought against the First World War
and she remained a consistent internation-
‘alist in the Second Weorld War. Up to the
day of her death she was still doing her
part with that magnificent selflessness and
devotion so characteristic of her. Antoinette
lived the full life of a revolutionary.

Many times she told young people who
. came to her with their problems that there
is no better way to live than joining in the
- great task of ending the nightmare of cap-
italism and reshaping the world on socialist
foundations. Antoinette has left us, but her
spirit continues to march in our ranks.

Her example and memory provide the real
inspiration for the youth of today. -She never
faltered in the supreme hope and confidence
that this generation will. solve the. historical
tasks of the world working class.

It was the great fighters like Antoinette
Konikow and her generation :hat built the
granite foundation of our movement.
lived to see the formation of those detach-
ments that will surmount all obstacles on the
path to the Communist future of man. Let
it be repeated her confidence and faith in
that future never wavered.

As we dip our stainless banner over the
grave of Antoinette Konikow, we say good-
bye to a leader and teacher who hands on
to us the torch of revolutionary socialism
from the founders of the movement in the
last century. We shall carry forward that
torch as you would wish it, Antoinette, cour-
ageously and with all our energy.

National Committee of the
Socialist- Workers Party

The ‘Bocialist Workers Party mourns the

ist movement.

Antoinette Konikow was one of our liv-
ing links with the founders of Marxism. Fred-
erick Engels headed the revolutionary social-
ist movement when Antoinette became a So-
cialist in 1888. She saw the rise of the Sec-
‘ond . International and then its decline, She
partlclpated in the founding of the pioneer
Commumst movement in this country and. of
When the Third

International died as a revolutionary force

She was with Plekhanov the founder of
the Russ1an Marx1st movement " She ' was
with’ Lenin, the’ founder of the first’ work-
ers’ -state in. mstory She was among the
tirst to rebel against Stalinism. And she

fought side by side with Leon: Trotsky in the
great historic struggle in defense. of the con-
quests cof the October 1917 revolution. For

in the revolutionary vanguard of the world
working class.

" This incomparable wealth of = experience
became part of the revolutionary herltage of
American Trotskyism.

_As a youth Antoinette Konikow rebelled
against the injustice, the vile prejudices, the
exploitation and the degradation that belong
to capitalism. She set out to build a better
world. Taking her place with the revolu-
tionary socialists, she gave her best energies
to overthrowing the dying economic system
that breeds depressions, unemployment, hun-
ger, war and fascism. No one could swerve
her from that path.

v

She -
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Detroit Unions
Urge National
Labor ‘Holiday’

By Al Adler
(Special to The Militant)
DETROIT, July 5. — Over
1,200 officers, committeemen
and stewards from the Uni-
ted Automobile Workers and
other CIO uniohs at a meet-

i | ing ‘here Tuesday night vigor-

ously ‘applauded the 'program
outlined by UAW President Wal-
ter Reuther ‘“to re-open all wage

‘contracts if a new and better

OPA is not passed by Congress.”

This meeting representing the
leadership' of the workers in the
plants enthusiastically support-
ed every mllitant proposal pre-
sented.

LA 30R HOLIDAY }
The meeting called for a na-
tional labor holiday demonstra-
tion to protest the runaway in--
flation hitting the basic stand-

lard of living of the American’

workers. It further instructed
the :local unions to re-organize

theéir flying squadrons “So_that |-

the furniture of evicted workers.
may be put back into their homes
as fast as the courts and police
put them on the sidewalk.”

- After many delegates had spok~ |
#len of the need for immediate |

action “rather than adoption of |
| well-sounding resolutions, .chaits |
§ | man - Richard T. Leonard, UAW

vice-president. and head of the
Michigan PAC, was. forced ‘to
promise that a proposed Cadillac
Square demonstration and co-

§ |ordinated national . . demohstra-

tions. protesting' the slashing of
lContihued on . Page 6) . -

| sim-Crow Judge

mdseFrame-up
In Trial Of 25

By order of pres1d1ng J udge
Ingram, 25 Negro victims of
the February reign of terror
by state troopers in Colum-

| bia, Tennessee, will be forced to

stand - trial in Lawrenceburg,
where race-hate is even more
rampant than in Columbia itself.

This is the answer of the Jim
Crow judge and State’s attorney
Paul F. Bumpus to requests by
the National Association for the

| Advancement of Colored People

for a change of venue. After
cynictlly denying that race hat--

1red exists in Columbia and re-

fusing to transfer the trial, the

| court has finally agreed——to a
§ | new site which will still further

endanger the Negrogs who face
frame-up charges of “attempt to
commit murder.”

Defense attorneys underscored
the fact that the lynch atmos-
phere in Lawrenceburg exceeds
that in Columbia. But Judge

t | Ingram over-ruled a defense mo-

tion that the trial remain in Co-
Iumbia rather than be moved to
the even worse lynch atmosphere
of Lawrenceburg.” The frame-
up is thus scheduled to proceed.

. Meanwhile NAACP attorneys
will- open pleas of abatement. in
Columbia this week in the case

i1 of two Negroes indicted separ-

ately on charges of assault with
attempt to commit murder in-the
first degree. As in the case of
the 25, the NAACP asks that the
indictment be ‘quashed because
Negroes were barred from jury
service. - v

The lily - white grand jury
which made the indictments de-
nied that there had been any
violation of the civil rights of
the Negro victims of the Febru-
ary ' assault, despite wholesale
evidence to the contrary. In ad-:
dition it actually praised the
1,000 Tennessee std#e troopers
who had stormed through the,
Negro community, destroyed
homes and businesses, terrorized
the people, arrested over 100 and
shot down .two Negroes in cold

blood in the jail.

|ahy: Other .demands. include- a

Defymg Bilbo’s Threats

restnctmns.

vrorkers are- still demed the ballot through poll tax and other

Cost-OF tm_,, Bonu:

(Specml to The lettant) . ®

; CHICAGO, July 3—“A bon-
us.."based. on; rising * living
costs” is a- main point of the
wage program of the: CIO
United . Packmghouse Workers
| the union’s paper, The- Packing-
house* Worker, announced on
June 28. )

This demand will be raised’ in|
next .month’s negotiations with
Swift, Armour, Wilson and: Cud-

basic $1 per hour minimum wage,
a 12-cent an hour raise, a guar-
anteed anuual wage and no wage
dlfferentlals -

The’ UPWA Executive Board
states that- “fewer dollars are
actuaily ’being ‘taken home, on
the average.per .week, than be=
for> ‘the” 16 .per cent increase |
Went into-effect” last February.
In add1t1on, "“the cost of liv-
ing has continued to 'mount.”
Therefore, the UPWA “will press
during negotiations for the in-
clusion of a clause in. the con-
tract providing for a - COST OF
LIVING BONUS.”

7 Detalls of ~the'<-bonus ‘have not

‘Meat Profits.Up.

Production Down :

[ CHICAGO, July 5.
‘the first six ‘months‘ of * its
‘»fiscal year, October 28, :1945

“Co., -one “of the “Big ' Four”
meat packérs, made more pro-
fits than: during.the previous
entire year, a-statement re-
‘cently ' filed by :the company
_reveals. This big: jump.in pro-
fits occurred, according: to.
Lyle Cooper, UPWA-CIO Re-:

“search’ Director,” while hog
slaughter: fell-off, plants were:

"down during last January’-

- strike, a 16-cent wage increase

was paid since January 26,

and cattle department opera--

tions almost stopped.

yet been. worked out. Ralph
Helstein, UPWA president (re-
ported in last week’s Militant),
indicated it will be an adapta-
tion of the principle. of the slid-
ing scale of wages to meet rising
living costs

. of sovemment “price control 2

— In}

‘to April 27, 11946, Armour & |

Ru“ A ay Pl‘lce

Truman-Sponsored Measure
Designed To Fool Workers

By Art Preis
The new Truman-sponsored OPA blll being

debated in Congress is

a deceptlon. It will not

control prices any more than the previous measure,

under which living cost

s soared during the war

more than a hundred per cent.
This measure, like its predecessor, is intend-

®

Black Market
Prices On Meat

Now Are Legal

+ After imposing a .meat
famine on the country, the
profiteering meat trust last
week achieved its aim of
eliminating price ceilings.
Promptly, meat began reappéar-
ing in butcher shop display cases.
Huge supplies, withheld in stor-
age by the meat packers, started
hitting the market. Cattle and

| hogs poured into the stock-yard

. But the poor are as meat-
hungry as ever. What has-hap~
pened primarily is that the al-
most .universal black market

| prices have become legal prices

with the ending -of the farce |

prlces again and again. In ad-
dition the government paid them
a subsidy of $750,000,000 a year.
This, of course, was & hidden
price risé which the consumers
must now pay directly.

_Despite OPA’s generosity, the.

| meat industry brazenly violated.

price ceilings. It black-jacked
the people into. payi& illegal
prices, or going hungry. Now
there is' more meat—but most
people can get it only by depriv-
ing themselves of other neces-
sities. }

CIO Packinghouse Workers of-
ficers pointed out in a statement
last week that Truman did not
hesitate to seize the packing.
plants when the workers exer-

cised their rights to strike against |

low wages.. But, they said, when
the meat-trust. withrvolds “meat
for months, the ‘administration
views the matter “with complete
calm.”

The people will be assured of
meat at prices they can pay only
when the monopolists are kicked
out and the meat industry is
EXPROPRIATED. The meat in-
dustry must be taken over and
operated under workers’ control.
This will eliminatethe terrific
profits which are reflected in
skyrocketing prices.

*ed not to halt rising

prices but to “regulate”
inflation. Unwilling to take re=
sponsibility for Congress’s opene
Iy-inflationary bill which he ve-
toed,. Truman is seeking to re=-
establish a fictitious price con-

trol in the disguise of a “good”
OPA bill.

Although the S_enate Banking
Committee deleted some portions
of the vetoed bill, the “compro-
mise” measure 1t proposed “last
week is merely a patch-work of
the former feeble “price control”
act and the vetoed bill.

"It iuclear that the administra-:
tion would like to palm a meas-
ure like this off on the workers
as “price control.” This would
then be used as the pretext for
demanding a wage freeze—while
prices continue upward as they
dia during the war. )

The present bounding mfla-
| tion is merely an intensificatio

«Co_ntinued qn Page 6)

Profits High As
‘Best War Years’

Reduction of corporation prof—
its taxes and rising prices are-
enabling the corporations to ton-
tinue raking in profits at the
best ‘war-time' rate.

During the first three months
of this year, despite drastic cur-
tailment of war production, cor-
porate profits after taxes re-
mained “close to that of the best |
war years,” reported the Depart-
ment of Commerce on July 2, ;

The government agency 're~ .
vealed that although profits be-
fore taxes were lower than in
1945, the elimination of the ex~
cess profits tax and easing of
other taxes had provided a suf<
ficient offset to keep profits after
taxes at high war-time levels.

Wage increases won by the
unions are coming from these-
vast profits. But Big BRusiness,
greedy to make more and more,
is trying to wipe out the wage
gains and. increase its profits
through a hidden wa.ge cut—in-
flation. : *

2 Top Washmgton Officials Linked
To $78 000, 000 Arms Fi irm F raud

By Ruth

‘Benson R

Heanngs before the Senate Defense Invest1gat1ng
Committee,-headed by Senator.Mead, last week revealed

that -one enterpnsmg arms®
combine starting during- the
war with no cash, no-plants
and no workers, woumi up with
over °$78,000,000 'in' government
contracts. ‘This' -profitable deal
was engineered, it is alleged, with
the assistance of two of the high-
est-placed men in the whole war,
program, — Representative- May
of Kentucky, head of .the House
Military Affairs Committee, ‘and
Secretary of War Patterson.

In' October, 1941, Henry M.
Garsson borrowed a: letterhead
from the Segal Safe and Lock Co.
of Brooklyn, ' Garsson wrote to
the Chemica,l Warfare Procure-
ment Division’ of the War De-
partment, offermg to produce
shells, through an imaginary
Erie Basin Metal Products Co.
which he ‘claimed ‘to be a Segal
subsidiary. The War Depart-
ment promptly sent him a mil-

lion- dollar advance. -

Erie | Basin ‘Metal Products,
Tnc., of Illinois, was then set up

to “absorb” the . fictitious :firm. .

A $3,000,000 contract rolled in,
though there was: still nofactor'y!
Subsequent contracts, totaling
$44,879,000 were transferred to
the Illinois Watch and :Case Co.,
owhed by Garsson’s partners.

In May, 1942, another com-
pany, Batavia Metal Products,
was formed, which “bought” at
a tripled valuation the U.S. Wind
and Engine Co., also belonging
to Garsson’s partners. Garsson
and three associates as officers
of all the companies, pulled in
salaries totaling over $2, 000,000
during the war. Another man was
added to the firm, an Army Col-
onel who as Chemical . Procure-
ment Division official had okay-
ed some $44,000,000 in contracts
for the outfit.

A year later Garssun compla.m-
ed to Representative May that

he was not being allowed to bid
on one contract. May demanded
action and got it from General
Campbell, who “jumped on”
Gen, Thomas §S. Hammond,
chief of the Chicago Ordnanée
Division.

“These fellows are good fruends
of mine,” said May, “and have
been very kind to me.”

May himself got control of the
Cumberland Lumber Company
late in 1943. The Garsson com-
bine advanced a total of $48,634.~
‘07 to the May firm for lumber
which was never delivered. Gars-
son kept on getting contracts.

Secretary of War Patterson
put the screws on the War Man-
power Commission on Febru-
ary 28, 1945, after a call from
Garsson, who wanted the ‘“ceil-
ing” for his Batavia plant raised
from 793 to 1,000 workers. Pat-
terson agreed. The WMC was
not to be" “let off- the hook,”
until it complied, admitted one
witness, Col. Brennan.

As a final gift, the combine
was handed an overpayment of

$1,010,000 in a contract termm- ;
ation settlement!
The Garsson case, is just pea-»
nuts, though, compared to tlie
profits of Kaiser and Higgins in:
shlpbulldmg, also made without
any. investment of ‘their own
funds. And it can’t be compared
to the vast steals made by Gen- -
eral Motors, Standard Oil, Gen+

rest of the powerful monopolists -
who coined billions in profits;
got government-built plants free,
and are getting fat rebates on
their excess profits taxes.

Then why the fuss over the
Garsson case? The whole  fin<
ancing of government war pur-
chases, worked out by Wall
Street and administered by its
own agents in “dollar a year”
posts, reeks with fraud. It .can’t
be hidden- any longer. So- the
Senate Investigating Committee’
is turning the spotlight on one
smelly deal perpetrated by rela-
tively small-time  crooks, ' who
dared to muscle in on the Wall
Street racket. )

Jof. the: trend .which -develop W,
: ‘throughout the 1mper1ahst

eral Electric, U. S. Steel, and the ..
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Antoinette Konikow -- Trotskyist

to escape atomic destruction
.under capitalism.

- At a banquet In New York
City on October 30, 1943, com-
memorating the Fifteenth An-
niversary of the founding of the
American Trotskyist movement,
Antoinette Konikow declared: “I
have always been a rebel and
have led a life of struggle, But
#& has been g thrilling life. I
probably will not see the time

- when you will win. When you

do, please come and lay the red
flag on my grave.”

“ALWAYS A REBEL”

This indomitable spirit, char-
scteristic of Antoinette, pervad-
ed the funeral. All the speakers
oited her life as the only kind
really worth while. And think-
ing of Antoinette alive — her
boundless vitality, her courage,
her indomitable fighting will,
her unrelenting struggle against
ithe oapitalist exploiters, the way
-she kept the goal of a socialist
society before her for so many
years when all the doubters and
the weak ones dropped by the
wayside—it was a sharp pain to
- remember that all this is gone
now—all this, and her voice, and
_her hands and the way her eyes
smiled,

I spoke on behalf of the staff
of The Militant to which Antoin-
ette had been a contributor since
“ the founding of the paper. It
was not easy to speak at An=-
toinette’s funeral. I would rath-
er have sat with those Boston
-comrades who mourned Ler as
one closer than a mother.

A picture came into my mind
of a great warming bonfire in
the night. Antoinette was like
that. She was one of those who
attracted us from the cold and

(Continued from Page 1)

wind of the capitalist /night.
She was one of those who
brought us the heritage of the
first founding fathers of scien-|-
tific socialism. Frederick Engels
headed the movement when she |
joined in 1888. She was a mem-
ber of the group organized by
Plekhanov who brought scien-
tific socialism into Czarist Rus-
sia. She saw the rise of the
Second International and saw it
broken by betrayal. She joined
with Lenin and Trotsky, the
founders  of the  first workers’
state in history and helped in
the birth of the Third Interna-
tional. When Stalnism ate into
its . vitals, as opportunism had
eaten into the vitals of the Sec-
ond International, she joined
Leon Trotsky in the great his-
toric struggle that led to the
founding of the Fourth Interna-
tional.

Standing beside her ca.sket I
knew that the real fire that had
inspired Antoinette Konikow was
not dead. The flame dies down
and turns to ashes. But sparks
are already in the wind. They
touch waiting tinder and the
blaze starts up afresh In a hun-
dred places.

PLEDGE TO CARRY ON

Sidhey" Crabbe of" the Boston
Branch of the Soclalist Workers
Party presided at the services.
He read telegrams from all over | &
the country, grieving Comrade | §§
Konikow’s death. The roster of
the party’s branches in great cit-
fes from coast to coast showed
how deeply Antoinette is en-
shrined in the hearts of the pol-
itical vanguard of the American
working class. All the senders

of these tributes pledged to car-
¥y on the great cause to- wh-ich

Joseph Hansen speaking for the staff of “The Milita.nt"
at the funeral of Antoinette XKonikow,

she had devoted her life.

Comrade Crabbe introduced as
the next speaker, Dr. Louis Sil-
ver, an ‘old personal friend of

cialist to the last day of her life. A striking in-
cident the night before she died 1ndicates her
spirit.

a. leading Boston psychiatrist, visited her. An-
toinette has long been famous in the medical
world. But the conversation quickly turned to
questions far more important than shop talk.
. Antoinette raised the question of dialectical
materialism. The doctor responded with an at-

not been borne out by latest developments in
science.

defensive. Almost 60 years as a Marxist: had
taught her the extraordinary importance of the
dialegfic method, and all her experiences in
the medical field as well as study in other sci-
ences had only confirmed what she had learned
from the great Marxist teachers: She opened
up with a counter-attack that quickly won her
the upper hand. And then to pursue her ad-
vantage she persuaded her foe in dialectics to
continue the subject the following night. .
“ Antoinette wanted to pass on to the younger
generation the lessons and truths gleaned in a
long lifetime of hard experience. Three years
ago, she retired from active practice, intend-
ing to devote the remainder of her fife entlrely

learned. .
She assembled the great mass of notes she

putting them in order. First on the agenda was
- her memoirs. After writing about her child-
hood and youth in Czarist Russia and Germany
as a background, she took up her- political rec-
ollections.” These begin with her impressions of
George Plekhanov, the founder of Russian Marx-
ism and teacher of Lenin.

’ Still Learning—At 76!

to learn touch typing—at the age of 76! Her
- letters to the Political Committee changed all
at once from the long-familiar, difficult-to-de-

tions,
But she did not succeed in finishing her me-
moirs. The considerable body of material she

gether by someone else.
:Her main objective in this work was to leave
the younger generation with a true impression

socialism, She had seen what damage opportun-
ism can do. With her own eyes she saw the
Second International brought to ruin and be-

stood to the full the need for battling Stalinism
tooth and nail, for the Stalinist-regime not only
spreads the same poison.of opportunism as the
Second International, but wields totalitarian
state power with utter ruthlesness.

last days to analyzing the revolutionary period
of the Communist International in order to show

really set out to do. The task of her gener-
. action, she felt, was to hand on the program of
revolutionary socialism as Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Trotsky had shaped "it. ‘Her study of the
First Four Congresses of the ‘Communist Iri~
ternational resulted in an outline for class use
snd much additional unpublished material.

" - She wanted especially: to write down her im-

the October 1917 revolution.
she knew personally. They were the men cruelly

8he knew them to be victims of Btalin, framed~

lin dictator.

Antoinette Konikow was a revolutionary so-
wife Natslia at Coyoacan.

. One of her friends ip, the medical nxofeasion.

tack on the dialecd method claiming that it has .

Antoinette did not spend: muchtime .on.the. .

_ing refugees now in various countries.

to recording the most 1mportant things she had

 had jotted down from time to time and began

To facilitate her work she decided last winter
“cipher handwriting to neatly typed communica-
leaves will have to be assorted and woven to-
of more than a half eentury of revolutionary

trayal. In the light of this experience she under- -

Consequently she devoted a great deal of her .

what the Bolsheviks under Lenin and Trotsky:

pressions of the Bolshevik -generation that led -
- Many' of them -

slandered by Stalin as fascist “dogs gone mad.”

up in the Moscow trials organized by the Krem-

A Trotska ist To The End

- By John G. Wright

In 1940 she visited Leon Trofsky and  his
There the friend-
ship with the great revolutionary couple, already

‘o miany ‘years-old, was still;more.firmly cemented.
.The, assassination. of. Trotsky by a GPU agent

was 8 terrible personal blow to Antoinette,

Despite her age, Antoinette followed the press
very closely. She intervened actively in po-
litical events, following The Militant and Fourth
International and sending in her criticisms and

opinions.

Recently she pointed out the necess1ty for the
European Trotskyist movement to start up a
paper i the Russian language. She mentioned
the hundreds of thousands of Russian-speak-
The
paper, she thought, should be popularly. writ-
ten, and even if her own Russian wasn’'t “clas-
sleal” she was willing to become a contributor.

Antoinette spent her last days in the kind
of surroundings she loved most, a cottage on
the shores of Morse Pond, a beautiful lake at
Wellesley, Massachusetts. The green surround-
ings reminded her of the Black Forest country
of Germany where she one lived. She partic-
ularly admired a great pine tree standing be-
tween the porch and the lake. Some time ago a
bolt of lightning ripped through the branches
of this tree. After every storm Antoinette came
out to sée how it had weathered the ordeal. But
it always stood, sturdy and strong, ruggedly
beautfiul despite the séars of time, wind and
lightning.

Busy With Party Tasks

It was here that Antoinette Konikow died,
busy with party tasks up to the very end.

Antoinette was not only & great teacher and
leader of the Trotskyist movement. She was an
integral part of the Boston branch of the So-
clalist Workers Party. The members counted
her as their closest friend and advisor. Most
of them she had nurtured as budding revolu-
tionary socialist politicians of the working class,
and she took great personal interest in the de-
velopment of each one. Her classes in speaking,
in the principles of Marxism, and in the history
of the movement gave most of the Boston com-
rades their first insight into Trotskyism.

No one saw through sham and pretense quick-
er than Antoinette. No one had more contempt
for the traitors, the liars and. the tyrants who
occupy .the high places. No one was more re-

‘volted than she over the medals ‘showered by

Stalin on his sycophants. But that did not pre-

vent her from seeing the value of genuine lead-|. ™

ers and of appreciation,well earned. In fact
she probably understood the pricelessness of
these things all the more because she was a
teal iconoclast. -One-of the most moving inci-
dents in her political life was her reaction to
an autographed photogyaph and letter from
Leon Trotsky on her Fiftieth Anniversary in the
Marxist movement. In response to the tribute
paid her by those plesent on the occasion, she
responded:

Trotsky’s. Warm Trlbute

“rfhe comrades have received me with warmth
and friendship. It gives me tremendous hap-
piness. The kind words written by Comrade
Trotsky on his picture presented to me remind
me of the greatest honor—the honor that wasi
-—given to comrades in Russia, the Order of
Lenin pinned upon their breasts. I feel as if
Comrade "Trotsky “has' pinned -the Order of
Trotsky on my breast! ‘Not that I am a hero-
‘worshipper--for I have: helped to pull down too
many heroes from. their pedestals. ~But in the
last ten years of darkness, of despair, the words
of Leon Trotsky have been like a bell for a ship
in distress, leading it .10 safe harbor.”

Antoinette. Dr. Silver described
her' fine personality, her warm
understanding of people and her
response to their needs whenever
they brought their problems to
her. He told what- countless
friends she had in Boston. In
the history of the city she had

‘Iplayed a great role ih bringing

the ideas of socialism from Eu-
rope to America. Even her po-
litical foes, he pointed out, ¢ould
not help admiring her character.

Her devotion to . the. cause . of.

‘emangipating -the, working class

made -one feel ashamed for do-
ing so little. Her unshakable
will in battling tirelessly for her
ideals throughout the years was
something worth emulating.

ACCOMPLISHED LINGUIST

. Saul " Friedman..spoke in be-
half of the Digtrict Committee
of the Workmen’s Circle. He
descnbed Antoinette’s . role in
founding that organization.. Al-
ready proficient in English and
French besides Russian and Ger-

man, she learned Jewish in ord-
er to carry out her work for the
Workmen’s Circle. Comrade
Konikow was not Jewish herself,
but in the early days of the la-
bor movement the program of
revolutionary socialism found its
warmest reception .among the
immigrants from Eastern Europe

'who were -terribly oppressed in

the sweat shops of America. In
memory of Antoinette’s work in
those days, Comrade Friedman
delivered part of his remarks in
Jewish. '

E. R. Frank represented the
National Committee of the So-
cialist Workers Party. In mov-
ing terms he told what Antoin-
ette meant to the Trotskyist
movement. She was “one of the
rarest spirits of our time,” he
sald. “Her entire conscious life
from the age of 19 when she first
entered the working class move-
ment in 1888, right up to the
hour of her degth, was devoted
to the revolutionary struggle,
was dedicated to the cause of
socialism, the emancipation of
mankind from the horrors and
fears and terrors of capitalism
and the creation of a new so-
clety of brotherhood, of com-
radeship, of freedom, of peace
and plenty for all.”

Comrade Crabbe then read a
message from the American Com-
mittee for the Relief of Euro-
pean Workers, which Antoinette
helped found and of which she
was Chairman. The letter, sent
by Rose Karsner on behalf of the
Committee, declared that “Our

' .| best memorial to Antoinette is to

redouble our efforts. She herself
expressed this unflagging spirit
and determination time and
again.”

Rose Karsner quoted the last
letter sent by Antoinette to the
Committee. Comrade Crabbe
brought the services to a close
by reading this letter, which viv-
idly ‘conveyed the fighting spirit
of the great pioneer Communist
and Trotskyist.

“I know that we now have an
enthusiastic fighting group,” said
the letter in part, “which has the
ingpiration fto continue the en-
ergetic. struggle. started by us.
older comrades; a young-group
with more knowledge, more as-
surance, historically nearer the
goal than their predecessors.

“To these young comrades and

friends, I appeal now to con-

centrate their well-proved en-
ergy, their. splendid abilities on
the important burdensome Jjob
of relieving the physical suffer-
ings of our co-workers in Europe
and other countries. I turn to
you, my young comrades and

|in that area, February. 15,

friends, to take upon yourselves

Pioneer, Mourned By Comrades

the obligations which old and 11l
comrades like myself are not in
condition to fulfill.”

LA%T FAREWELL

At the grave, comrades and
friends assembled to bid Antoin-
ette a last farewell. Comrade
Frank called for s minute of si-
lence. With fists clenched, the
crowd gave the last Communist
salute to this heroine of the
Trotskyist movement.

Antoinette’s words of eight
years ago, commemorating the
founding -of the Fourth Inter-
national in 1938, express exactly
how we felt at the flower-strewn
grave as we recalled that in-
spiring voice we would never
hear again:

“We place in your hands a
banner unsoiled. Many times it
was dragged into the mud. We
lifted it up and lovingly cleansed
it to give it to you. Under the

red banner of Marx, Lenin and
Trotsky, you will conquer.

‘YOU WILL CONQUER’

“And when that great moment
arrives, pause for a moment and
think of us, who will not be with
you at that gloridus time, and
say: ‘Comrades, sleep in peace.
The work has been done!’”

First Trotskyist
Meeting In Boston

Antoinette Xonikow was
chairman of a historic meet-
sing in Boston which the
Stalinists tried to break up
with physical violence. It was
the first Trotskyist meeting

1929, James P. Cannon, the
principal speaker, had as his
subject, “The Truth About
Trotsky and The Platform of
the Russian Opposition.”
Anticipating the moves of
the Stalinists, a defense
squad of husky workers were
on hand to wuphold free
speech, “A gang of Stalinist
hoodlums was also there,”
writes Comrade Cannon in
The History of Amex‘lcan
Trotskyism, “bent bn break-
Jing ‘up the " meeting, - but
evidently they became con-
vinced that they would get
their own heads broken if
they tried it. The Boston
meeting was a success.”
Within a short time eight
or ten comrades, inspired by
the militant spirit of Antoi-
nette Konikow and her com-
rades, organized the group
that was to develop into the
present Boston Branch of the
Socialist Workers Party.

"Our Dead Comrade
Was One Of Rarest
Spirits Of Our Time”

(The following is the memorial address delivered at the funeral
of Comrade Antoinette Konikow by E. R. Frank, editor of “Fourth
International,” who spoke on behalf of the National Committee,

of the Socialist Workers Party.)

Comrade Antoinette Konikow was one of the rarest
spirits of our time. Her entire conscious life, from the age

of 19 when she first entered

the working class movement

in 1888, right up to the hour of her death, was devoted.
to the revolutionary struggle; was- dedxcated to the cause
of socialism, the emancipation - of mankind from the
horrors and fears and terrors of capitalism and the crea-

tion of a new society of ®—
brotherhood, of comrade-
ship, of freedom, of peace and
plenty for all.

The life and deeds of Com-
rade Antoinette - Konikow seem
almost unbelievable, unreal on.
the background of this society
— this brutal and harsh and
cynical class society we live in
today which exalts the self-seek-
ers, the scoundrels, the schem-
ers, the' Hars and tyrants and
oppressors. Look at the people
who are pointed to as examples,
who are honored and praised,
and for whom. statues and mon-
uments are built! Why, nine
times out of ten : these
people are nothing but hypo-
crites, worthless careerists whose
main aim is to feather their own
nests and save their own skins.

Antoinette Konikow was of 8
different mold. She was made of
different clay. Her whole life she
determined not by thought of
her personal ambition or career,
but of serving best in the great
crusade to cleanse this earth of
its evil and terrible plagues—of
exploitation of man by man, of
human degradation and want,
of the scourge of capitalist wars.
NEVER WAVERED

And in this holy crusade — the
greatest and the noblest that
there is in: this world- — she
remained -faithful - and © true
throughout her life. Others fell
by the wayside. Others grew tir-
ed, or lost faith or heart, or be-
came terrified of the difficulties
and dangers, or succumbed to
the pressure or the blandish-
ments or the fleshpois of the
Stalinist . bureaucracy or the
capitalist powers-that~be, but not

.| Antoinette Konikow. She never

faltered, She never wavered. She
never lost courage or strength.
The great revolutionary faith
with which, as a young girl of
19, she first plunged into the
struggle  in - Czarist. Russia, she
retained to the last. And through
it all she retained her woman-
liness, her poise and her beauty.
She provided us with constant
living reassurance that the spirit
of “mankind, in its striving for
truth, for justice, for the soli-

darity of humanity—that that

spirit is indestructible—and that
the fight will go on despite eve
erything, until it achieves its
burposes, until victory is won,
until this terrible plague of capi-
talism, with its tyranny, barbare
ism, with its famines and wars,
is ‘wiped off the face of the
earth.

I still can see in my mind’s
eye Comrade Konikow at our last
Convention, in November 1944,
the 11th Convention of the
American Trotskyist movement
how, despite her advanced years,
she stood up, youthful and self-
confident in spirit and told us
how she had been battling for’
years, and how she was going to
continue to battle until her dy-
ing day.

INSPIRES ALL
What a picture, what an in-

‘spiration for all of us, for the

young men and the young women
who are first mapping out their
life’'s courses, what an example
to cherish and to emulate.

Mahy things will pass away
and the names of many men and
women -high in bourgeois o~
ciety, today famous and acclaim«
ed, will be forgotten and, in a
few years, be unknown, But Com-
rade Konikow will not only be
remembered, but future genera~
tions who will study this present:
age of ours in wonderment: as
well as sorrow, will come to
know of Antoinette Konikow as
one’ of the truest -and most loyal
and devoted of the original band
of pioneers who blazed the trail
for the socialist society.

And now I must in the name
of ‘the National Committee of
the Socialist Workers Party of.
which - she was -an honorary
member,: give the last ‘word of
farewell to this wonderful com-
rade, this great, indestructible
revolutionary spirit. Of course,
grief is in all our hearts. But it
is not the grief of prostration, of
helplessness. No, let us say fare=
well. to Antoinette as she would-
wan{ it. Let us say farewell
standing ypright, with our eyes
dry and our fists clenched with

resolution. And with the pledge

on our lips that we will, regard-
less of everything, carry on the.
revolutionary struggle to which,
she devoted her life.

58 Years A Fighter For The Oppresse

Antoinette Konikow was born November 19, 1869 ing

Orenburg, Russia (now Chklov). Her early childhood was
spent in Germany, her youth in Czarist Russia.

Her interest in the labor movement began at the age of
seventeen. When she went abroad to Switzerland to study,

she joined the Russian So-®—
cialist movement in 1888, be-
coming a member of the first
Marxist organization in Rus-

‘The' parents of the future
_revolutionary socialist were
members of “the Lutheran
Church. ’l‘hat Is Why the six
year old ‘girl wore a cross
around her neck when she
had her picture taken. Years
later “Antoinette Federica was
to explain repeatedly how the
various church hierarchies
support the reactionary ca.pi-
talist system.

sia, the “Emancipation of
Labor Group” founded by
Plekhanoyv.

In 1893 she emigrated %o

America. This was the year of,

a grave economic crisis, the chief
victims of ~which were the
foreign-born workers from East-
ern Europe. - Upon arriving in
Boston, Mass., young Antoinette
immediately threw herself into

the untmployed movement. To

participate most. effectively n

the work she learned Jewish.
Later she was one of  those
instrumental in founding the
first mutual benefit association,
the Jewish Workmen’s Circle.

DE LEONIST LEADER

Throughout "this period she
was a member of the Socialist
Labor Party, then headed by De
Leon. She was active as lecturer,
served on the Massachusetts
State Committee and held oth-
er leading posts.

In 1897, upon expulsion from
the SLP because of her opposi-
tion to bureaucratic methods
and practices of the leadership,
she immediately joined the Debs
wing of the Socialist movement,
which. presently fused with other
groups to found the United So-
cialist Party, later known as the

| Socialist Party.

In this period she remained in
the extreme left wing of the
movenient, serving on the Mas-
sachusetts -State Committee,
and as member of the National
Women’s Committee. y

The split in the Second Inter-
national precipitated by the
first imperialist world war found
her- on the side of thé irrecon-
¢ilable opponents of war, fight-
ing the treacherous policy of
“national unity” and social-
patriotism.

OPPOSED WORLD WAR I
When the United States en-
tered the war in 1917, she made
& national tour, speaking in op~-
position {0 the war hefore
foreign-born audiences in all the
major cities, As & demonstration
of her international solidarity
with the workers everywhere,
even those dragooned into the

in German.

In th? period of the October

armies of the “enemy,” she spoke |-

At the age of 12.

Within
five years this strikingly’
beautiful girl was to become

- interested in the cause of la-
bor and two years later join
the first organized Marxist
group in Russia. In those
days, Frederick Engels, the
clesest collaborator of Karl
Marx, headed the internma-
tional revolutionary socialist
movement.

1917 Revolution she .rallied 'to
the banner of Bolshevism, sup-
porting Lenin and Trotsky.

Antoinette was one of the
founders of the Communist

movement in this country. She

pa.rticipated in the underground
conventions — among, them the
one held in Worcester, Mass., at
the height of the Palmer reids
against the Reds.

PIONEER COMMUNIST

In the pioneer Communist
movement she held many impor-
tant posts on the Massachusetts
District Committee, the Work-
ing Committee on Russian Re-
lief, ete.

When the Trade Union Ed-
ucational League (TUEL) was
formed for revolutionary activ-
ity in the organized labor move-
ment, she took part on its lead-
ing body in Boston.

Within the American Com-
munist Party she. found herself
once again, as so often in the
past, in opposition to the poll-
cies of the official leadership.
Her visit to the Soviet Union in
1926 strengthened her growing
alarm at the menace of Stalin-
ism.

Upon her return to this coun-
try, she began to show her op-
position more and more openly.
In the autumn of 1928, this
pioneer fighter against Stalin-
ism was among the first expell-
ed ‘as & Trotskyist by the CP
leadership (then headed by Love-
stone).

JOINS TROTSKYISTS

She joined the other leading
Trotskyists on October 27, 1928,
in raising the banner of the
Commumnesi League of America
(Left  Opposition)—the original
Trotskyist organization in the
United States; and in the found-
ing of the Fourth International
a decade later in 1938.

The last 18 years of her life
were thus spent under the ban-
ner of Trotskyism, to which she
remained devoted and loyal to

the day she died—July 2, 1946.

_ A graduaté of Tufts College '
in 1902 at the age of 33. Al-
though she had a family on
her hands and was participat--
ing actively in the Socialist
movement, she studied medi-
cine in addition, Dr. Antofe
nette F. Konikow rapidly be-
came famous as one of the
founders of the movement ror
planned - families . through

* birth eontrol. But throughout
her life the field ‘of medicine-
remained of secondary inter-
est, including those phases
most closely linked with social
problems. Her primary life ob-
jective was a political one—
to end capitalism and build a

socialist SO(:let’y
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Workers

The ‘following messages were sent to the family. of Antoinetie
Konikow by branches of the Socialist Workers Party.

L] L] *

Akron .

" The Akron Branch mourns the loss of a great socialist fighter,
Antoinette. Her life will remain inspiring example to us.

. * *

Ailentotvn

. Weall deeply grieve the passing of Comrade Antoinette Koni-
kow. Her youthful enthusiasm and faith in the workers and our
movement have inspired us. She will be sorely missed.

Bayonne

We are terribly shocked at the news of Comrade Antoinette’s
death. We have suffered an irreparable loss. She represented
for us the personal embodiment of -all our revolutionary ideals.

] . =

Buffah

We are with you at this” sad moment. Comrade Antoinettes
. devotlon will always inspire - us.
* * 0%

Chicago |

We mourn with you in our common loss.
Cleveland | ‘

The memory of Antoinette Konikow will inspire world Trotsky-
fsm. Communist Greetings.

. . .
sg ‘

Connectleut

We have heard the sad news ol Antoinette Konikow’s death,
) Courage,,_loyalty and devotion is our heritage.
¢ R * .

])etrolt ;'

h; The Detroit branch of the Soclalxst Workers Party, shocked
and grieved.by the death of Antoinette Konikow, at its meeting

‘tonight stood in silent tribute to the memory of this sterling revo--

- lutionist who devoted a long, full life in the service of the working
class.
row felt by each and every member

* y ® #
Flint o . . .
- The Flint comrades join with you in this hour of your bereave-
ment. . Comrade Antoinette Konikow will always be a towering
inspiration to our movement. Her long and devoted service to the
struggle for world wide sociahsm will never be forgotten.
E ] ac' »

i)

Los Angeles

The oldest and most steadfast among, us has passed away. Her
life will be an inspiration to the revolutionary youth the world
over. Her name will be high on our honor roll as we. achieve
the victory she fought for.

* L *

Mid-West School

Prom the memorial meeting held this evening at the Midwest
School and Camp in honor of our beloved comrade Antoinette, all
the comrades and friends present send ‘you their deepest sym-
pathy. Although our movement has lost one of its most cherished
and devoted leaders, her many decades of work for the advance-
meént of Socialism survive as an active force in the life of our party.

Comrade Antoinette embodied the great unbroken .tradition
of unstinted service by Marxists to the cause of labor’s emancipa-
tion. She enriched it by her activities, her achievements and abgve
all by the power of her personal example. Her steadfastness, op-
timism and courage over a long lifetime remains a source of
strength to us all.

» . ‘s

Milwaukee

We deeply mourn the passing of Comrade Antoinette Kon-
{fkow. The working class has lost a mmtant persevering fighter
for world socialism.

*® * -

Newark

The Newark comrades extend our deepest condolences on the
death.of our respected comrade Antoinette Konikow. By her life-
long devotion to the cause of the workers, her intransigent adher-
ence to Trotskyism, her deep loyalty to our party, she personi-
tied the model revolutionist as she so often urged the younger
comrades to do. . We pledge that we shall follow firmly in her
footsteps in the struggle for sociahst victory:

* * .o

New York

The New York Local of the Socialist Workers Party sends
you deepest condolences on .your great loss. Antoinette’s valiant
life and struggle will be a source of unending inspiration. Her
memory will remain forever among revolutlonists

‘. * -

Phlladelphla

. With deep sorrow we:pauke to mourn and pay honor bo our
departed comrade. Her life-has been an inspiration to the cause
which she so ably served. We shall carry on the more determinedly
because of her great example,

* L *

Pittsburgh

Antoinette Konikow was in our thoughts when we received
the news. We will keep her strength and fighting spirit in our
memory until we win our world.

* . *

San Franelsco

.. The San Francisco and Oakland branches wish to convey
their deepest - sympathy to the family and friends of Comrade
Antoinette. We shall always honor her for -decades: of devoted
service to the revolutionary movement which to our knowledge
few people have equalled.

Seattle

The Seattle branch of the Socialist Worlgers Party wxshes
to express to you its deep sorrow at the death of Comrade Antoin-
ette Konikow, devoted fighter 'to the cause of the revolutionary

®

Evq

_ :rywhere Voice Tribute
o Heroic Life Of Comrade Koniko
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No. The Roylists have not returned to power. ‘No
Czar sits on his murderous throne. Then what has
happened?

These men have opposed dnnlonh-p without
previous party discussion. ey could not be out-
argued, %o they had to be framéd up and deported.

Whether you agree with them or not ~ would you
treat them thus?>  If you feel that it is not yet time for
these men to die, it is your duty to keep them alive.

Comrade Yoffe killed himself because he felt help.
less to keep up the fight against the rule of Stalin. We
must rush to the support of out persecuted vomrades
to save them from such a fate. Already thruout the

APPEAL FOR HELP!

Conn'n.mn exiled to Siberia | Commiunists starving an fifteen dollars & monlll ¢ Communists freesing for
‘\nﬂ ‘of clothing and shoes ! Veterans of the October Revnhmon condemned to dlo the long Siborhn Death !

world the ;%"potmon #s growing. These brave Rus-
vian Conrades, ¥ho would rather die than submit
(1Y hcuonal terrotism, must be kept alive 1

Send con\nbuhonl to De. A. F. Konikow, 857
Beacon Street, Boston, Mase.
VINDEPENDENT COMMUNIST LEAGUE
\ Secretary, Dr. ANTOINETTE F. KONIKOW
Organizer, L. SCHLOSBERG
Treasurer, EVA WEINER
Fin. Sec'y, CELIA COPPERSTE‘N
P. 8. Contributions azg aleo needed to help our organization

to keep you posted on news concerning the opposition
in Soviet Russia and in our country.

Certainly the principles of the Communist Party
are not wrong. The Dxc(llo"hlp of the Proletariat, as
a tra to C work against

italism and s i nd H support.

."WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY ?

deeply they differed. - There were no bosses at that
time and Lenin attained his influence only through the
strength of hip arguments and his deep knowledge,

ers, the expose of the Socialist Party — theyg are the
strength and glory of the Communist movethent.

Then what is wrong? So deeply wrong that it is
bound to become dangerous to the movement. What
is the reason that so many communists find it impos-
sible to work for communism within the party. The
great sore growing larger and deeper in the commun-
ist movement is its form of organization carried over
from the time of the Russian revolution: namely, the
centralized democracy NOW without democracy, the
strict discipline NOW ‘without pvev\om discussion, the
power acquired by a faction of the C ist Party

rtainly not by mechanical eontrol.. This has changed .

since Zinovieff became secreury of the Comintern.

HOW IS THER. C. P. AND ALL OTHER
COMMUNIST PARTIES CONTROLLED
BY ONE FACTION?

He, Zinovieff, was the first to establish boss rule
When he was removed the comrades all over the world
gave a sigh of relief. finding out soon that there was
only a change of power, Stalin having taken his place.
Thf Russian Communist Party is ruled now by the

of Soviet Russia to demand obedience not only in
Soviet Russia, but all aver.the world."

HOW DID THE PRESENT LEADERSHIP
OF THE R. C. P. ATTAIN
SUCH POWER?

First. because the Workers of the World look upon
them as the direct followers of Lenin, because upon
their heads rests yet the halo of the October revolu-

" tion.” Al achieyements of Soviet Russia for the last
ten years are considered to be their work. In fact,
the workers identified them, just as they do them-
selves, with the Russian revolution and with Soviet
Russia;. Whoever is against that faction is accused
of being against>the October revolution and against
Soviet Russia. -History made the Russian Communist

representatives of Soviet Russia, but in reality they
represent only a faction in the R. C. P., which knows

Party, in the éyes of the workers of the world, the

harin faction through the application of the
s0- called centralized democracy, or rather “simplified
democracy”, as a Russian comrade satirically charac-
tetized it. He says the general secretary of the party
appoints the secretary of the state organizetion and

so downward fill the nucleus is relched Then starts
the in the opp %

The secretaries of the nuclei “elect™ the secretaries

of the higher units who have appointed them: these
“elect” ghe secretaries of the next higher unit, (natur-
ally those who have appointed them) and so it goes
on till the secretaries of the districts or Goubernias are
reached. They form the party conference, who eer.
tainly * eletled Stalin as the secretary of the party.
The same snmphﬁed demacucy holds good ‘or the

of the C and the

of all other Communist parties. “The ruling factions®

can perpetuate themselves through perfect control of
the party press and all avenues of information. If the
majority of - ‘any Commumu p.ny proves unsuitable
to the Comil " at once be-

how to control its own Party and the Ci in
the first year of the Soviet government all comrades
of the executive. committee had their say however

gine to work. In other words, the Cormnum nppomn
the d if to th

1. efforts. She herself expressed this unflagging spirit

RELIEF COMMITTEE PAYS
HONOR TO ITS CHAIRMAN

Message sent by Rose Karsner in behalf of the American
Committee for European Workers Relief:

Antoinette Konikow, our Chairman, was one of
the inspirers of our Committee. International Solidar-
ity was part of her very life’s breath. For nearly 60
years she had: devoted her.best energies in the inter-

" ests of the world brotherhood of the working class. = B

Her departure leaves a great gap. The news of
her death shocked us profoundly. Our Antoinette
can never be really replaced. But it would have been
her wish that we do not succumb to mourning. She
was a fighter. Only a few days ago she wrote us about
the importance of the Committee’s work in .sending
relief to the European workers.

Our best memorial to Antoinette is to redouble our

and determination time and again. She herself made
this clear in words none of us could improve upon in
the letter she sent us on June 8. And so on behalf of

. the Committee let me quote this letter: '
Comrades-and Friends:

After participating fifty-eight years in the revolu-
tionary movement, and having reached my seventy-
seventh year, I am physically not able to do active
work in our organization.

This realization of my disability, however does
not-depress me, for ¥ know that we now have an en-

. thusiastic fighting group which has the inspiration to
‘continue the energetic ‘struggle started by us older
comrades; a young group with more knowledge, more
assurance, historically nearer the goal than their

The Detroit branch extends the sincere expression of sor-

The photograph sent to Antoinette Xonikow by .Leon
Trotsky on the fiftieth anniversary of her entry into the re-
volutionary movement. The inscription reads: : :

“We are proud, my dear Antoinette, to have you in our
ranks. You are a beautiful example of energy and devotion for
our youth. I embrace you with the wish: Long Live Antoinette
Konikow! Yours fraternally, Leon Trotsky, Oct. 28, 1938,
Coyoacan.” o

liberation of the working class. Comrade Konikow’s .memory will
be cherished by the party and will inspire the party in its for-

ward march, Ty \ ’
i * * .

Toledo , | ;

It is with a deep sense of loss that we hear of the passing
of Mother Konikow. Please extend our sympathy to all members

of the family. Though Comrade Konikow is no longer with us
her unconqguerable spirit lives in our party and in the hearts and

The front page of a printed bulletin~——one of the first
Trotskyist documents published in this country. It was issued
by Antoinette Konikow upon her expulsion from the Amer-
ican Communist Party in 1928, This “Bulletin” ' suspended
publication after its first issue, because almost simultaneously
came the issuance of “The Militant” and the formation of
the original Trotskyist organization, the Communist League

,'! of America (Left Opposition), in which she participated and

which she helped found.

predecessors.

now to concentrate their well-proved energy, their
splendid abilities on the important burdensome job
.of relieving the physical sufferings of our co-workers
in Europe and other countries.

to take upon yourselves the obligations which old and’
ill comrades like myself are not in condition to. ful-

Twin Cities :
Our hearts mourn with you over the loss of our déar com-
rade Antoinette. Her example of selfless devotion to the revolu-

tionary movement will be a constant inspiration to s.
£ * *

Youngstown
The news. of Comrade Antoinette’s death was a great shock
to the Youngstown branch. Our grief is allayed in part. by the

heads in sorrow. Her memory will be with us through all the

minds of the many comrades privileged to know her.

struggles of the future.

countries suffering from malnutrition, cold, exhaus-
tion, mercilessly persecuted by political enemies, Still,
they have not given up the struggle. They have lifted
our banner high to carry on the work under most ungy
believable hardships.

,,,.sacrifice must be — HELP!
~Food-and -elothing to-our -heroic brothers and:
szsters in other countries is our immediate and most"
responsible task!

memory of her unswerving confidence throughout the darkest{]
years and the inspiring example she gave to all of us. -We bow our-

To these young comrades-and friends, I appeal

I turn to you, my young comrades and friends,

We have the picture of the comrades in other

Our response to their heroie strength and self-

ANTOINETTE KONIKOW

What Antoinette Konikow Taught The Workersr

The Class Struggle

“The troubles of this world,” wrote Antoinette
Konikow in the July 29, 1944 Militant, “we So-
cialists have always assured the workers, are not
due to any conflict between the sexes—to a man’s
world or a woman’s world. Poverty, disease, cor-
ruption, war, unemployment are due to economic
causes; to the division of humanity into two
classes: the boss class and the working -class.

Women, like men, belong to both classes, the pos-

sessing class and the dispossessed, Women of the
rich class are genherally satisfied with this world
which gives them wealth, leisure and security...

‘“Housework is a stigma of poverty or near
poverty. The poorer the family, the bigger the
task of the wife and mother, since better wages
for the husband gives her a chance to send out
the laundry, to buy labor-saving devices, to in-
dulge occasionally in a restaurant meal. No won-
der that Hitler, who tried his best to keep women
backward, proclaimed that church, kitchen and
children are the women’s sphere!”

.Comrade Konikow then pointed out the value
of women going into industry: “Work in the fac-
tory opens the woman’s eyes. She knows now that
her boss makes big profits out of her labor. She
learns the lessons of the class st}uggle——and learns
them in a shorter time than did her husband
and other men workers. Women had to go through
this -same industrial schooling by which men
learned, in order to understand the present sys-
tem of living, .

“Capitalism created the working class, which
is: historically bound to overthrow capitalism...
In the Second World War, capitalism has brought
forth an army of women wage earners, who pre-
viously had been far away from the battlefield of
labor. Now women work side by side with men,
women have joined the industrial army, women
are due to become ﬁghting members of the work-

ing -class.”
* L *

Leisure And Machines

How small machines like refrigerators, toasters,
vacuum- cleaners, automatic dishwashers, etc.,
lighten housework, was used by Antoinette Koni-
kow to explain to “Mrs. Smith, my neighbor” how
the vast machinery of the industrial system could

| give the workers more leisure and rest if they only

possessed them.

“Mrs. Smith was qmu amazed,” continued
Comrade Konikow in the June 8, 1940 Militant.
“The comparison of machines in the factory and
at home had evidently never occurred to her. Then
she sadly shook her head. ‘It sounds right, but
machinery belongs to the bosses and they would
never permit workers to use it that way.’

“‘Well,’ was my answer, ‘the workers in Russia

' succeeded in getting all the factories and mines.

and transportation in their hands, True it did not

work out as it should have been because workers

of other countries did not follow ‘their example.
Also -in - Russia, the workers were unable to stop

a bureaucracy from grabbing power away from
them. But the revolution in Russia proved it can
be done and the experience of the workers there
will teach the workers of the whole world how to
avoid the mistakes made in Russia.’”

* * -

Socialism And Housewives

In a “Letter to Housewives,” Antoinette Koni-
kow wrote in the March 30, 1940, Militangt: “After
attaining workers’ power the first task to relieve
women’s life would be the creation of nurseries,
kindergartens and playgrounds in a sufficient
number—here in the United States their number
is deplorably small. The next would be the organi-
zation of cooperative lunch rooms to relieve moth-
ers of their kitchen drudgery. Even then mothers
would still have plenty of work left: taking care
of smaller meals, keeping the house in order,
taking care of clothing, entertaining or supervis-
ing the children out of school and nurseries,
nursing children with minor illnesses. Yes, even
under socialism the mother will have her 6-8
hour day of work.”

Motherhood Without Fear

“Mothers! The sugar-coated gifts hide the bitter
pill of the boss system,” wrote Comrade Konikow
in the May 11, 1940, Militant. “Under capitalism
there can be no improvement of conditions for
women, mothers of families, Only in a Socialist
society will mothers achieve that security which
will permit them to raise children. without tear
for their future. But no one will give you that
as a gift. You will have to struggle and fight for

Socialism, you together with the workers, men and.

women, black and white, old and young—in this
country and in others—for their cause is yours
and only through the victory of the workers will
mothers. solve their problems. Only when man-
kind raises itself from slavery and exploitation
and enjoys & free and full life will women choose
motherhood happily, confidently and proudly.
Rearing and preparing the young for a life in &
socialist society, for useful labor, for boundless

achievements ‘in science, industry and art—that.

will indeed make of motherhood an interesting,
important and honored profession.”

* * L

Health And Beauty

Antoinette’s - championship of working class
women  included even things that might seem
trivial. In an instructive letter on cosmetics
quoted by Grace Carison in the June 9, 1945,
Miilitant, Comrade Konikow said:

“The working woman uses cosmetics, not only
for her own- satisfaction—to have & nice ap-
pearance or to attract possible romance—but she
has to look well and attractive to keep her job.
I think that if women would lead a healthy and

‘normal life, their faces would look different.

They would acquire the rosy cheeks that we had

in our youth and the bright eyes and the red hps.

“To me cosmetics are an expression of our
unhealthy life under capitalism. It is not an im-
portant issue but it is just as well to understand
that changes in women’s work affect even the
most minute forms of their life. This doesn’t mean
that I condemn cosmeétics. I think that we shall
have to use them for quite a while yet!”

. * . b

Planning The Family

» Antoinette tirelessly explained that none of
the burning problems of working men and women
could really be solved .except through the build-
ing of socialism, But she never hesitated to ad-
vocate measures—no matter how unpopular—
that could alleviate, even if only partially, the
plight of the poor and the downtrodden.

Among the unpopular measures she championed
was birth control. She was among the first to
fight in this country for its legalization. ‘She
never accepted birth control as a panacea, and al-
ways exposed those who did, just as she scathingly
exposed the fraudulent claims and practices of
licensed and unlicensed medical quacks. - Her
primary concern was to mitigate the double
drudgery of women who not only have to care for
families but are also burdened with work in in-
dustry.

At every oportunity she lectured on birth con-
trol before working class audiences of women,
spreading knowledge about it, utilizing her train-
ing as a "physician %o popularize it, explaining
just what could be done and what couldn’t. She
wrote a popular pamphlet on birth control. To
help dispel the widespread ignorance among
the medical profession on this subject, she pub-
ltshed a scientific book on contraceptive methods.

It must be remembered that she did all this
despite constant police surveillance as a “danger-
ous radical,” despite the reactionary atmosphere
of. Boston, ridden for years by the notorious
“Watch and Ward Society,” and despite the op-
position of the intolerant Catholic hierarchy and
other bigots,

)

Youth And Tbe Future

Addressing herself to the youth at a mass meet-
ing held in New York, October 28, 1838, to cele-
brate the founding of the Fourth International
and the Tenth Anniversary of American Trotsky-
ism, Antoinette Konikow said:

“No sermons or admonitions, for you do not
need them! I am proud of you. I want to tell you
that I envy you, your youth and vigor. I would
like to be 50 years younger to work with you, for
your task in the coming years will be the most
important in human history. You have great
monsters o fight, Fascism, Stalinism. It was
easier to work under the Russian Czar than under
Stalin, easier under the German Kaiser than un-
der Hitler.

“But you have better wea.pons than we had

more knowledge, the experience of 50 years of

| dare to repeat openly the faked charges sgainst

the leadership of the greatest living gemus of. the
revolution, Leon Trotsky.”

L » L]

On Imperialist War

When the capitalist world stood at the brink .
of the Second World War, Comrade Konikow
warned the workers who opposed the slaughter
that they must steel themselves against persecus
tion. In her speech October 28, 1938 bn the fiftie
eth anniversary of her work in the movement, she
recalled her dramatic experiences in the PFirsd
World War:

“I was sent on tour by the German-languase
federation of the Socialist Party to speak in Ger-
man at anti-war meetings, This was no ecesy
task at the height of the war frenzy. Many times
comrades would approach me, pale and trembling,
begging that I speak on another subject. They
pointed to German detectives and the sheriff.
sitting in the crowd. Often I felt like weakening -
—but there was one magic word that gave me
strength to do my duty. I tell it to you comrades—
it may again help you. The magic word wesq
Liebknecht.”

(Liebknecht.stood up all alone in the Reichstag
in 1914 to battle in the name of the working clasé
against the war and German imperialism. —m-, i
torial Note.) ’

L L J L

Moscow Frame-up Trials

In the fight against Stalinism, Antoinette Konis
kow took a vigorous part. As late as 1943 she was
still on the public rostrum exposing the role of
the Kremlin in The Moscow Frame-up Triale,
Thus The Militant for August 28, 1943, reportsd
that as “the leading speaker” at a Boston meet=.
ing she “contrasted . .. the real Trotsky with the
slanderous and lying picture of him presented im
the Davies film, ‘Mission to Moscow,’ which she
had just seen.”

Again in the August 19, 1944, Militant she re-
viewed Duranty’s book “USSR—The Story of So=
viet Russia.” Duranty “does not pillory Stalin for
his proven guilty as Trotsky’s murderer,” she
wrote, “but tries to discredit the vietim of the
Kremlin Borgia. The ‘spiteful twilight’ Duranty
refers to was the years when Trotsky performed
his greatest work—creating”the Fourth Interna-
tional to sweep the monstrous obstacle of Stalin-.
ism from the path of the oncoming revolution.” ’

“In his chapter on the Moscow Trials,” con-.
tinued Comrade Konikow,\“Dura,nty reveals the
main purpose of his book: 0 whitewash the Krem-
lin. No one could prove, says he, that any of the
accused confessed under duress, Therefore, he
concludes that the confessions were true and the
trials were not- frameups. Duranty accepts -the
verdict of the Moscow Trials, although he dossn’t

Trotsky. For he is aware of the findings of the
Dewey Qommission on the Moscow Trials which
completely exonerated Trotsky on all chargen .
and branded the trials as frame-ups.” . 5
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Only the world rev-
olution can save the
USSR for socialism.
But the world revolu-
tion carries with 1t
the inescapable blot-

lin oligarchy.
—Leon Trotsky

%
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Rent Strikes

' During the war, building labor and mater-
jals were diverted into war production. New
construction of homes and apartment build-
ings was halted, while old dwgilings rapidly
. deteriorated. ‘

WwWith the natural expansion of the popu-
lation and the return of millions from the
" armed forces, the demand for housing has
become extremely acute.

construction. In addition, OPA fixed costs of
building materials and rentals of new dwell-
ings at outrageous levels,

- interests and landlords are today in position
to make demands, for exorbitant rents. This
is especially true in the workers’ neighbor-
hoods, where the housing crisis is most acute.

Rents soared during the first years of the

trols were fixed last of all, baséd on the already
inflated rentals of April 1943...

All sorts of dodges were then conirived
by ¢he landlords to increase their take, des-
- pite OPA. Customary concessions of a month’s
rent: were eliminated. New tenants had to

conditioned,” divided up into smaller rooms,
.- turned into “furnished apartments” — all
" permitting higher rents. Services and redecor-
ating were eliminated.

With all vacancies filled the landlords
now are going all-out for a real killing.

If rents are permitted to soar, hundreds

rent, will be evicted. _

But the American people during the de-
pression learned some effective methods for
stopping evictions and dealing with rent hogs.
The mass organizations of the unemploy-

which prevented eviction orders from being
carried out, or moved evicted families back
into their ‘homes. These measures had a salu-
tary effect in many communities.

Another form of mass action that made
the landlords cry “Uncle!” was the rent strike.
Tenants organized and by common agreement

was removed or rents were lowered. And there
weren’t enough judges, courts, police and sher-
iffs to stop them.

If millions of tenants throughout the coun-
try organized and revived these militant meth-
ods today, the big real estate interests would
pull back those rent hikes in short order.

Reparations

On July 4 the Foreign Ministers of the Al-
' lied powers meeting at Paris decided that van-
quished Italy must pay $100,000,000 in repara-

ment once again underscores the reactionary
character of the Second World War. In de-
manding and accepting reparations, Stalin
and his mouthpiece Molotov violated every
principle that the Bolsheviks stood for in the
days of Lenin.

In the Manifesto issued by the First Zim-
merwald Conference held in Switzerland in
1915, Lenin, branding World ‘War I as imper-
ialist, declared: “The task is to take up this
fight for peace — for a peace without annex-
ations or war indemnities.”

cluding the rabidly patriotic Social Democrats,
(Socialists) jeered at this slogan. But it ex-
pressed the needs and the wishes of the world
working class. Within short order it was voiced
by millions of workers who had been dragooned
into the armies on both sides of the warring
powers. ¥4 became so popular that even Wood-
row Wilson was forced to give it lip service
*uwrough gritted teeth.

On the very day following the successful
uprising in Petrograd, the Bolsheviks reaf=
firmed - this slogan. In the “Appeal for the
support of the New Soviet Government” dated
November 8, 1917, the Bolsheviks told how the
workers had thrown out the Czar and.the
imperialist government of 'Kerensky. The
workers had established a new Soviet.govern-
ment. “Their first word is peace. They demand
the immediate suspension of hostilities, imme-
digte peace negotiations which will lead to-

AN

ting out of the Krem. .

| The Hobbs Bill

The government has stalled on housing

That is the reason why the real estate

war, just as did commodity prices. Rent con-"

bribe real estate agents and superintendents
for priority on vacancies. Dwellings were ‘re- -

1

of thousands of families, unable to pay higher o

Infallible sign,” we declared,

ed set up block and neighborhood committees .

refused to pay any rents until a rent boost

tions to the Soviet Union. This robbers’ agree--

All the spokesmen of the imperialists, in- '

ward an honest peace without annexations

and indemnities on the basis of the right of

nations to self-determination.”

Lenin ‘and Trotsky followed this policy for
the most realistic of political reasons. The op-
pressed masses from whom reparations are

wrung are the principal vietims in imperial- -
istic war. Thus it is not only unjust to demand -

that they pay for ‘the crimes of the rulers

who oppressed them and plunged them into

the slaughter, but politically false. The foreign
power that demands reparations arouses the
burning hatred of the masses. The desire for
revenge helps breed another conflict.

By opposing reparations and annexations,
the Bolsheviks won the sympathy and support

of the masses in other lands for the Soviet'
Union. These masses became the most power-

ful ally of the Soviet people in resisting im-
perialist aggression. !

The Stalinist regime pursues a policy that
undermines and weakens the Soviet Union.
The $100,000,000 seized from the Italian people
alienates their sympathies and turns them
against the Soviet Union. On top of this they
are disoriented and diverted from the path
of socialist revolution. .

Against the counter-revolutionary pelicy
of Moscow it is necessary to raise once again
Lenin’s slogan: “Fight for peace — for a peace
without annexations or war indemnities!”

Brushing aside the protests of all organ-

1zed labor, President Truman on July 3 signed '

the notorious Hobbs bill. This tricky bill was
designed to lay the basis for frame-ups of
strikers and pickets on charges of alleged
“racketeering” which in any way “obstructs,
delays or affects” inter-state commerce. -For
violations, this broad act provides fines up to
$10,000 and 20 years’ imprisonment.

What the CIO ¢alls a “gross deception”

- was practised in the propaganda for this mea-

sure. The Hobbs bill was played up as an “anti-
racketeering” bill. Actually, there is already an
Anti-Racketeering Act. But this act provides
that its provisions are not to apply to “the pay-

ment of wages to a bona fide employee” and:

that courts are not to construe it “in such
manner as to impart, diminish, or in any
manner affect the rights of bona fide labor
organizations in lawfully carrying the legiti-
mate objects thereof.”

The Hobbs bill removes these provisions
protecting labor and substitutes clauses aimed
at labor. -

*This ‘makes one more legal devxce which\.

the Wall Street gavernment in the past seven
years has adopted to curb labor. In 1940, Roose-
velt signed the Smith “Gag’” Act over labor’s
protests. This was used in the wartime frame-
up of the 18 Minneapolis Labor Case victims.
In 1943, the Smith-Connally anti-strike law

was passed and became the basis for breaking |
“strikes ‘through

‘plant ‘seizures.

Each time the union leaders voiced verbal
protest. But the laws are made inside Congress
— not outside. Labor’s voice on the outside
could not be heard above the howls of the
anti-labor forces on the floor of Congress. La-
bor’s voice will be heard only when it speaks
up right inside Congress itself.

Terror In Balkans

Last week The Militant reported mass ar-
rests of Trotskyists in Bulgaria. This is “an
~“that a blood
purge of major proportions {s now in progress

in the Balkans.”

This has now been confirmed by R."H.

Markham, well-known staff correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor. Writing from

Athens July 2, he describes conditions in Rum-

ania from which he was just expelled by the,

Stalinist. puppet government.

“The Government allows no oppositional So-
cialist paper to appear ... It is absolutely for-
bidden to criticize Russian control, the Army,
Mrs. Ana Pauker or other chief Rumanian
Communist dictators in the service of Mos-
cow,” declares Markham. He speaks of the
“action of state police against students,” and
tells about “provocateurs.”

“Thousands of persons have been picked
up ih Rumania,” he continues, “taken to Rus-
sia as a consequence of which the Russian
threat arouses sinister visions.” ‘

. Markham was an eyewitness at “political
rallies, most of which were broken up by
trained armed Communist shock troops.”

But this is not all, “Arrests have become
common throughouf, the whole country.” He
speaks of the “constant fear.” “Real or fic-
titious conspiracies are constantly announced

' by press and radio, and they serve as justifica-

tion for wholesale arrests. The prison regimes

are bad, and the whereabouts of arrestees of-

ten kept secret. Persons are taken from their
homes without warrants,” and families com-
pelled to search for them for days.”

Markham draws the following conclusion:

“According to a calm appraisal, the regime
steals, intimidates, terrorizes, beats, murders,
partly for personal benefits, but mostly for
political aims.”

Among the victims of the Stalinists in the
Balkans are not only Trotskyists but Social
Democrats, leaders of the peasants, and other
political oppositionists. Those shot down in-
clude the best defenders of the Soviet Union.
Many of the victims had fought heroically
against the Nazis throughout the war. They

survived Hitler's concentration camps only to

fall before Stalin’s terror squads.
~ The labor movement must come to the de-
fense of Stalin’s victims. Protests should be
lodged with the legations of each of the Bal-
kan countries, particularly Bulgaria.

Every worker who knows a Stalinist should
lodge a persohal protest against the terror in
the Balkans. Ask these Stalinists %0 put the

heat on their leaders, Only the most vigorous -

efforts can save the Balkan workers from the

organized blood purge of the Kremlin buream-

crasy,

“Aren’t people silly to crowd the beaches when zt’s so comfortable

at home?”

/

HANDBOOK OF POLITICS
and VOTER'S GUIDE, by

- Lowell Mellett; Penguin Books,

1946, 138 pp., 25 cents.
“It is usually the liberals who

. don’t know their way around in

the dark,” says Lowell Mellett
in his introduction to, Handbook
of Politics. Himself a liberal, he
proceeds then to prove that he,
too, is hopelessly lost in the mor-
ass of capitalist politics.

His book includes valuable ma-

“terial on election laws. He shows

how every state erects barriers
against independent working

class parties, .to aid the Demo-.

cratic and Republican boss mach-
ines. He describes the - cynical
ward-heelers who keep a grip on
local politics by controlling a
handful of “sure” votes. He lists

" 'the voting records of incuimbent
‘Representatives and Senators on
" ‘many important measures from

1943 to 1946. He expldins tech-
niques by which congressmen
evade a public record of their
votes — burying bills in com-
mittee, forming ‘‘general pairs”
with their presumed opponents
ete.”

All-'of this information, which
constitutes seven-eighths of the
book, is enlightening and use-
ful to any worker seeking to
understand how the Democrats
and Republicans hold their pow-
er. The introductory “explana-
tion” - however, is riddled with
false conclusions ‘deliberately
aimed -at discouraging the for-
‘mation of a laber party,

“If you want to defeat a man
who has made a bad record in
office,” says Mellett, vote ‘for
the man most likely to beat him,
not necessarily for your own No.
1 choice. 1t is always worth while
to defeat a bad man . . . even
if his successor is just as bad.”

" 'That, of course, is precisely the
policy of the PAC in endorsing
“progressive” capitalist candi-
dates. The result, as all workers
know today, has been a govern-
ment war on labor; taxes which
soak the poor while the profit-

Congressmen At Work

-

eers get rebates; the most mon-

strous military machine ever

built in peacetime.

Nowhere does Mellett propose
voting for a program; for him,
the entire struggle is one of in-
dividuals. And he hurriedly ex-

‘plains that a “good” individual

must be excused for sometimes
voting like “bad” ones, because
“it is worth-while, from the
stand-point of over-all influence,
for him to maintain a status of
party regularity -as far as his
conscience will permit.”

4
Mellett’s facts show that it is|

futile for workers to continue to
support “good” capitalist politi-

cians who vote against tpe labor

movement on all major issues;
and that a small but determined
group of voters could duplicate
the. efficiency of the boss mach-
ines. From this he concludes:
“if you want political results you
must work within one of the
major parties.” The worker who
reads his book, however, is likely
to decide that it’s more practical
to build a labor party.
Reviewed by
Ruth Johnson

* * *

THE NEW SAD SACK by
George Baker, published by
Simon and Schuster, 162 pages,
$2, 1946.

The Sad Sack was one of the
better comic creations of the
war — like Bill Mauldin’s char-
acters, a great advance over
those produced in the first
world war, He was the private
of the U. 8. Army, caught in a
military machine he did not like
and did not fully understand, al~
ways the good soldier getting the
short end of the stick, always
the victim and the fall guy for
the brass, always sadly disillu-
sioned in the end. It is easy to
see why millions of soldiers came
to identify themselves with the
Sad Sack.

Baker’s hero is the Charlie
Chaplin of the cartoons — a wist-
ful, loveable “little man,” dig-

ging either foxholes or latrines,
working ‘hard, being shot at,
hounded by fate and bullied by
officers. He is always trying to
improve things, to do his :job
conscientiously, to make life a
little more liveable — but he is
invariably defeated either by bad
luck or red tape or some fang-
toothed officer who takes credit
for the Sad Sack’s work or dumps
the blame for his-own errors on
the Sad Sack. In the first strip
the Sad Sack is usually happy,
sometimes even jubilant as he
starts out on his little adven:iure
— in the last, he is either hor-
ribly deflated or unconscious.

This pattern is maintained
even on that happy day when he
finally gets his hand or. his dis-
charge papers. He leaps into the
air with joy as he leaves the sep-
aration center, even jitterbugs as
he goes down the street. But he

is’slowed down a little by a news-

paper headline: Housing Short-
age Worst in 100 Years. He re-
coils as he hears the blare of a
radio: Inflation Spreads as Prices
Rise./ And so it goes: Another
headline: International Diplom-
atic- Crisis Looms. Another ra-
dio: 3,000,000 Unemployed by
Spring. Another newspaper:
Atomic Rocket Can Wipe Out
USA in 30 Minutes. Finally, pass-
ers-by turn in curiosity to stare
at the Sad Sack sitting on the
sidewalk curb, holding his head
in one hand and his discharge
papers in the other, a look of
profound woe on his face.

Together in a book, the Sad
Sack cartoons read as well as
they did in the pages of Yank.
But - something is more notice-
able now than when they were
read week by week. And that is
the absence of the element of

protest,s the -desire to rebel and |

get even — to which Mauldin’s
cartoons gave recognition every
once in a while, In that sense
alone is the Sad Sack not faith-
ful to the typical army private
he is patterned after.
" — Reviewed by
George Breitman

Planmng Under Caplfallsm

Wall Street’s Congressmen are
dead opposed to the planned
economy of socialism, They say
it would destroy initiative. Who
would want to produce food,
clothing, low-priced mjodern
homes, free medical services,
household conveniences, auto-
mobiles, unlimited abundance,
etc., without shaking down some
personal cash profits? Better to
continue the present system with
its - depressions, unemployment,
want, hunger, world wars and
slaughter. Well, what if one-
fourth of the population of the
United States will be wiped out
with atomic bombs in the first
few hours of the next world war?
After all, won’t capitalist initia-
tive be saved?

But Wall Street’s Congressmen
are not always against planning.
‘They proved this June 14 when
they took up Senate Bill 524 “to
provide for . ., such ., . national
cemeteries in the States, Terri-
tories and possessions as may be
needed for the burial of war
veterans.”

Rep. Robert Sikes, Democrat

. of Florida, explained that ‘“there

never has been what might be
considered an over-all policy of

planning for national cemeter--

ies.” Today with prospective
candidates for these cemeteries
numbering in the tens .of mil-
lions “the time has come when
we must begin to plan from a

- national standpoint for this very

important matter.”
“Y is going to be necessary at
a very early date to provide ad-

dtiungl miouuv cemjetery

Y

Yy
meitrs §

sequently, it is thought that the
logical and sensible- thing to do
is to provide for an over-all na-
tional cemetery program. ..

The really logical and sensible
thing is to end imperialist wars
by introducing the planned eco-
nomy of socialist plenty.s But
that's not the kind of logic the
capitalist politicians follow. And
particularly when a bill provides
$123,000,000 for the patronage
pork-barrel.

Representative Melvin Price,
Democrat of Illinois, agreed on
the burning need for planning
the cemeteries on a nation-wide
scale. However, he suggested a
slight amendment. “The military
carries its caste system to the
grave,” he explained, The War
Department segregates the graves

of officers and men. Representa-3

tive Price did not “believe this is
right.” He did not say anything
about the caste system while the
soldiers are alive. He just wants
to eliminate the caste system in
the government cemeteries after

It is not sure that this attempt

at national planning under capi-
talism will go through. After all
it threatens the initiative of
capitalists in the cemetery busi-
ness. Representative Overton

Brooks, Democrat of Lousiana,

admitted “I 'have received bitter
opposition to this program for a
national cemetery program. . |
I have heard it said from private
sources that it will interfere to
some extent with the profits of
private cemeteries.” These inter-
ests are naturally very keenly
concerned about safeguarding
capitalist initiative in disposing
of deceased veterans.

Aparently inspired by the op-
position to the measure, Rep. A
S. J. Carnahan, Democrat of
Missouri, introduced a bill
(H.R. 6793) to bring solace to the
survivors of the dead on foreign
battlefields so that they will not
constantly be thinking about
bringing back the bodies for bur-
ial in the United States.

Representative Carnahan pro-

posed furnishing relatives photo- |

graphs of the graves of “their
loved ones” buried overseas.
“Such photographs will relieve
any doubt regarding the location
of the permanent grave and will
give assurance that the grave
has had and will continue to re-
ceive adequate care.”

If Carnahan’s plan goes

through, then it might not be
necessary to expand the planned
cemeteries on such a colossal
scale as some Congressmen now
propose and the threat to capi- |
talist initietive will be lessened.

THE POST-MORTEM
ON VETO OF OPA

By M. Stein.

I listened attentively to President Truman’s OPA
post-mortem. Many among the vast radie audience
must have felt sorry, no doubt, for the chief ex-
ecutive of this mighty nation when he made hisg
tearful plea against those who murdered OPA. The
people are of course justly scared of unbridled in-
flation. They know what rising prices have done
to their living standards in the past five years—
they were con}pelled\ to buy less and what they
bought was of inferior quality. Inflation hits the
wage-earner first, hitting where it hurts most-in
the stomach,

But how can any one feel sorry for himself when
the President is so deeply hurt? The villain who
“did- him wrong,” who with his own two hands
choked the life out of OPA, is, according to True
man, none other than the Republican Senator from
Ohio, Robert A, Taft. _

The ordinary citizen is accustomed to pain and
sorrow. That is his daily lot. But when an individual
as high and mighty as the President himself is
brought to tears, when he laments his frustration
and defeat at the hands of the cruel Senator from °
Ohio, who can fail to be overwhelmed with syme
pathy for him and with indignution against those
who offend him? .

The first impulse is to rush to the nearest West-
ern Union office to send off protest telegrams to‘the
unconscionable Congressmen who stood by while
Taft perpetrated his nefarious deed. But it suffices .
to add the cqst of these telegrams to the extra cost
of the next day’s groceries. For the a,vei'a,ge.worker
cannot afford it.

Since we have touched upon bpractical con-
siderations, we might as well view Truman’s whole
speech somewhat more critically. In his speech he

said: “What I have done is to call a spade a spade.”
This innocent-sounding phrase has a familiar and
suspicious ring. Every politician schooled in the art
of trickery and chicanery invariably resorts to this
expression. Ask yourself, did he really? There is such
a thing as telling a half-truth which is even more
deceptive than an outright lie. Senator Taft, it is
true, did his best to kill price controls. But why .
didn’t Truman mention such an item as: “Senate
Democratic leader Allen W. Barkley (Ky.) said he
and the other three Congressional Democratic chiefs:
had urged Truman ‘to sign the measure ‘on the
grounds that it is this or nothing.’”

.Democrats Vote Same Way

This was reported by the entire press one day
prior to the President’s radio address, The Demo-
cratic chiefs in Congress voted the same way as
Taft did.

Why didn’t Truman mention “Pass-the-Biscuits—
Pappy” O’Daniel and his filibuster? Is it perhaps
because this Texas Senator and others, happen to
be Democrats, members of Truman’s own party? To
be really honest about it Truman should have direc-
ted his fire,at the members of his own party — the
majority party in both the upper and lower houses of
Congress. Were they innocents seduced by the cune
ning, scheming Taft, or were they willful parties to
the crime? This should have at least been explained
by one who wants to “call a spade a spade.”

Wouldn't it have been the better part of candor
for Truman to have said a few words about the role
of members of his party? All these gentlemen who
represent in Congress the -cotton interests of the
South, the real-estate interests, the interests of the
packinghouse trusts, etc., etc, and who fought to
the bitter end against price control? »

And, come to think of it, what about Truman him-

'self? Ha acted with lightning speed to break the

railroad strike. He called a special session of both
houses of Congress to demand stringent anti-strike

‘legislatiorf. He took over the railroads, mobilized

the army and the navy to operate the roads—all
to break a strike when the workers”’ demanded &
few cents an hour more to meet the rising cost of
living. If he had all this power, as chief executive,
against the railroad workers, why can’t he use some
of it against the profiteers, the monopolists? Why
not take over and operate the packinghouses, for
example, under workers’ control so that the work-
ers can get their meat at a price within their reach?

Is it possible that the. veto of the OPA Bill by
the President was not really intended- to control
prices but merely to place the onus of responsibility
for inflation on the Republicans? Is it possible that

-it was nothing but a.smokescreen to hide the real

culprits? Is it possible that it was only-a campaign
trick in preparation for the Congressional elections

this year?
3

Odds And Ends

The terminal leave bill—to pay enlisted soldiers
for the furloughs they were entitled to and didn’t
get, just as officers are paid-—has passed the House
and run into & snag in the Senate. The Senate com-
mittee in charge has pigeon-holed the bill untilit
gets the opinion of the White House, whi¢h has been
opposed to the bill up to now . . . No more Negroes
are being accepted as volunt,eers in the occupation
force for Europe, because the Jim Crow “quota” as-
signed for them has already been filled . , . At~
torney General Clark says the government is “cone
sidering” a general amnesty for World War II cone
scientious objectors—but not those between 19 and
44 years of age, that is, most of them . . . The
Stalinists have finally jumped on the bandwagon
for a National Conference of Labor to plan joint
action against anti-labor legislation. The Dalily
Worker even claims that the Stalinists were the
first to advance this idea. The fact is, however, that
not a single union controlled by the Stalinists has
tried to do a single thing to advance the National
Labor Conference movement . . . 'The Army reports
that it now costs $590.68 to equip and maintain a
soldier for his first year of service. This amounts to
$125.42 more than it did two years ago. Thus the
government admits that even before the most recent
price rises there has beén a 27 percent increase in
the cost of living in the last two years . . . How
to go broke faster: The National Emergency Com-
mittee for Price Control in Washington wrote its
supporters after OPA expired: “During the period
without controls, every time you find that a price has
gone up, write to your Senabors and Congressmen
giving them the det&iis.
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Luxuries Fill Ships

As Millions Starve

Editor:
As a longshoreman and a read-

er of The Militant, I'd like to
tell you what I've seen of the
7’3ovemment’s supposci European
relief work. From my own ex-
perience and from that of my
fellow workers on other docks,
we find that for every shipment
of basic foods there are five ship-
ments of luxuries that couldn’t
possibly be of any benefit to the
millions of starving peoples,

- For example yesterday we
loaded several hundred washing
machines, four new passenger
cars, one truck, and we. filled the
small spaces with
cases of fancy meat dressings,
tomato catsup, and Post Toast-
jes! We all know how hard it is

for the American workers to get
most of the above items, so it’s

+ & little difficult to imagine starv-

&

ing workers in inflation-ridden
Europe buying washing machines,
new cars, or fancy sauce for non-
existent meat!
1t we, as workers, could control
European relief through our
trade unions it would certainly
be a different story. At least we
wouldn’t starve the poor to let
the rich live in luxury.
P. M.
New York

A Worker s Worry
Editor: ©

. I am asShamed that I did not
renew my subscription as soon
as it expired, but I didn’t know
from day to day just where my
postal address would be, so I de-
layed writing to you. .

The place I live in has been

sold and I was not suré wheth-

er I would be gble to stay. I am
still not sure, but I am not go-
ing to wait any longer. You may
renew my subscription from the

-~date it was due.

I will notify you later when my
place of residence changes, if I
find a new Dplace. A worker’s
wotryl '

L. P,
San Francisco

Nurseries Too Few,
Cost Too High

Editox:
I am the mother of & six-week

old baby. Since it is necessary
for me to work, I had to find an
efficient nursery to care for her
during the day.

After two weeks of writing to
some half-dozen agencies “inter-
ested” in the day care of child-
ren of working mothers, I re-
ceived a few discouraging replies.

. To my amazement I found that

in the borough of Manhattan.
which has a population of nearly
two million, there are only
THREE nurseries to care for in-
fants of this age — and that in-
cludes both the private and the
government - subsidized ones!
Two are in Harlem, one on the
lower East Side. It is practically
impossible to get a child into
the two subsidized ones, because
they are always filled to capa-

city.
At the private nursery I found
a vacancy — the fee is $12 a

week. To many working women
this fee would be too high even
to consider. With prices going
up so high and so fast, it is nec-
essary for many mothers to con-
tribute to the household funds.
But how can we do it?
. - N. Kane
New York, N. Y.

Cone
Canadian Worker
R
Endorses ‘Militant’
Editor:

The Militant is 100 per cent
behind - the workers - of the
world.. This fact has made me
very proud to subscribe to the

paper because other political or-
ganizations (their leaders espe-
cially) have been selling out the
working man. Now at lgst after
many years of struggling, an or-
ganization  representing the
workers is now in operation.
Let’s march ahead for a demo-
cracy which is free from fear,
starvation and discrimination.
I am supporting the 4th Intar-
national wholeheartedly. Its
battle to free the world from
capitalist oppression should be
supported by all workers of all

‘| color, races and creeds.

I greatly desire more news of
world events in future Militants.
J. M.
Canada.

Socialism Is

Constructive
Editor:

In the June 22 issue, reader
M. A, Wagner said The Militant
incites chaos, “tears down,” etc.
The Militant has to—and does
—do two jobs: it would be poor
judgment to try to build a new
lasting structure on the crum-
bling walls of capitalism!

It is necessary. to tear down,
discourage, get fid of the old
system of legalized thievery. La-
bor cannot make gains by soft-
pedaling - its opposition to ca-

| pitalism and the enemies of la-

bor. As for replacing capitalism
with something, perhaps M. A.
Wagner did not observe in each
issue of The Militant “Our Pro-
gram” (page 5) and articles on
socialism based on Marx, En-
gels, Lenin, Trotsky and others,

| which show deep plaghing to-

ward the beginning of and the
keeping of socialism.

When simplified, the exploi-
tive system of capitalism has
only two parts: producers, the
workers—and  parasites, the
bosses. The big monopolies con-

intend to keep them forever by
using the warriors: to kill the
workers if necessary. Bibles,
flags, religions and patriotism
are part of the capitalist means
of warfare. Do you know of any
way of reforming capitalism? I
know of none. Socialism is a
plan to replace capitalism, and
the plan is ready to use.

Jarvis Dusenberry

Cambridge, Mass.

trol the best opportunities and:

Picture Of Inflation

$210,000,000.

as inflation soars out of control, a wo
lights her cigarette with a bill which in p
Workers’ wages lag far behind the fantastic
prices of food and other necessities of life. ¢

In Hungary, where the pengo is vlrtualiy worthless today .

an demonstratively
war years equalled

Federated Press.

Editor:

With Bilboism spreadmg wide
and smelling worse, it is time we
began to fight to crush the
fascist doctrines he so ignorant-
ly proclaims.

Bilbo is only one old man, but
we must remember he is a man
representing the interests of the

profits are increased by dividing
workers, black against white and
white for white alone.

Bilbo as an individual is not
a threat to Negroes, Jews or
Catholics if workers are éeducat-
ed to the class struggle. In the
south where the trade unions
are weakest, where workers
have a low standard of living,
white workers in their misery
accept the theories of Bilbo as
the explanation for their ex-
ploitation and oppression. éAnd
Negroes, without an understand-
ing of wages, prices and profits,
are unaware of the cause of the
discrimination we endure.

In the north where there is
a higher degree of racial equal-
ity it is our duty to help ease
the burden of our people who
must live under the hatred of
Bilbo, as well as to fight the
would-be Bilbos in our own ci-
ties. -

and South Carolina and so on

Flrst Week At Mid-West School

By Myra Tanner Weiss

For the first few days everyone at the Midwest Camp

on Little Pleasant Lake near

Jackson, Michigan, spent his

time basking in the sun, on the raft in the lake, or on the

grassy terrace in garden chairs.

In the cities we get so

little sun, rushing to and from work that we forget it can

burn. Consequently our more®

tender-skinned campers are
now very sensitive to the
touch.

The lake is one of the most
beautiful I have seen. The trees
grow thick and green to the
water’s edge. The water is neith-
er too warm nor too cold for
swimming in the day or evening.
We swim out to an anchored

NEWARK

“’Stalin—An Appraisal
Of The Man
And His Influence

Speaker:
Dorothy Lessing
FRIDAY, JULY 12
423 Springfield 8:30 p.m.

raft and lie there in the sun or
dive and play water games. The
camp athletes occasionally play
soft-ball and everyone bplays
shuffleboard and ping-pong on
the large screened porch of the
recreation hall overlooking the
lake. Those looking just for rest
can lounge on the deck and gar-
den chairs and lazily. watch the
sun set and the last boaters and
fishermen drifting on the water.

In the morning after break-
fast we go to School. This week
an experienced auto worker is
leading a class on trade union
problems in America. Railroad
workers, rubber workers, steel
workers and many others ex-
change their experiences. Each
will .be far better equipped to
meet the problems in his union
after a week or two of such ex-

SUNDAY,

7 Admission: Food, Clothing, Or
A Donation For Workers Abroad
- Militant Labor Forum

S. E. Corner, Front & Hamilton

Allentown, Pa.

ALLENTOWN

. A Social To Aid
The American Committee
For European Workers' Relief

JULY 14

8:30 p.m.

Season June 30-Aug. 17

Family O
gt all who will attend:

Name

Mail This Blank For Your Reservation At

Mid-West Vacation Camp And School

OSCAR COOVER, Manager

. Reserve accommodations for below from.........
Couple O

Adults $25 week, Children $15
Grass Lake, Mich.

| {+ TTTIOR

Single O (check one)

Lisé Children and Age

1 enclose $...-....

(Mr,, Mrs,, Miss)

..............

(as deposit

...... ) (Full payment.....)

Name of Applicant

Address

™ Bheate sigh

[ City & Zone

@-

- { Philadelphia,

MYRA TANNER WEISS |
Los Angeles organizer of |
the Socialist Workers_Party

smsive and varied discussion.

Our “Dean,” Comrade Warde,
is giving a series of talks on
American History. Our session
today under the trees, coincid-
ing with the celebration of the
4th of July, dealt with the vic-
tory of the first great American
Revolution. The rich traditions
and fighting .ourage of these
rebels of 1776 serve as lessons for .
us in the revolutionary struggle
for socialism today.

Oscar Coover who is in charge
of organizing this wonderful
school and camp is very busy
now. This week the camp is filled
to capacity. There are comrades
and friends here from the Atlan-
tic to the West Coast. Socialist
Workers Party branches repre-
sented include Detroit, Toledo,
Chicago, Akron,
Reading, New
York, Los Angeles as well as
several comrades from Canada.
In order to accommodate all fox
the July 4th holiday, Oscar has
been busy taking out of store all
the extra beds and blankets. The
excitement of seeing old friends
and meeting 90 many new ones
will make the week-end a joy-
ful occasion. We shall have
plenty of talent for owr Midwest
Pollies this coming Saturday
night when every amateur be-

comes 3 star.

Perhaps you think Pm wying

?.

. My only
regret is thet ail workers can’t
enjoy such a vacabtion and direet-
ly experience the cooperative and

Minneapolis, |

Notice To Readers

Because of space limita-
tions, a number of regular
and special features have
been eliminated from this is-
sue of The Militant. They will
be resumed in next week’s is-
sue.

New York Youth Open

Branch In Queens

New York, July 5—The first
meeting of the Queens branch
of the Trotskyist Youth Group’
was held this week at the Odd
Fellows Temple in Jamaica. Over
twenty young people were pres-
ent to hear a speech on “The
Meaning of Socialismm Today” by
Sandy Robertson, Organizer of
the New York Trotskyist Youth
Group. A spirited discussion fol-
lowed the speech.

Four comrades joined the
newly-organized Queens branch
afber the meeting.

Thé establishment of a Queens
branch of tl)e Trotskyist Youth
Group marks a new -stage in its
development. It has bBegun to
reach out into other sections of
the city, bringing the -fighting

{program of Trotskyism to wider

and wider; sections. of worker
and student yoush.

The Queens branch is holding
open forums every Wednesday
night at the Odd Fellows Tem-

one is welcome.

Relief Social In
Allentown July 14

wm, Front and Hamilton Sts,
on Sundey, July 14. Proceeds
will go to the American Com-
mittee for Euwropean Workers
Rekief, 5

dences, entertainment by Men-
nard Wilson, well known Beth-

Mox Geldion,

ruling class of the south, whose |

In Mississippi, Georgia, North |

Bilho And The Negro Struggle:
A Letter To Mllltant Readers

down south Negroes have ~ery
few opportunities to resist the
oppression forced upon them.

The Negroes in the north ex-
pose every evil act against our
people, by publishing our week-
ly newspapers. Yet these writers,
editors, special. correspondents,
these educated men and wo-
men, have no program for us to
follow and offer no method of
eliminating the fascists.

With all due respect for the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People,

other fine Negro organizations
and the many: worthy Negro
leaders, the greatest advance-
ment will come to the Negro
people when we realize that
many steps can be taken. But
we will never reach the peak of
equality until we completely re~
move capitalism which lives by
exploitation, oppression and dis-
crimination.

Reading of the KKK, the Free~
port murders, the lynchings in
Georgia, the race hatred in De-
troit, the rent extortions in Har-
lem, the dozens of other evils’
forced upon the Negroes, these
truths should awaken us by the
thousands to the fact that our
votes if cast year after year for
Republicans and Democrats will
only continue to hold us in
bondage.

We, the members of the  8Bo-

= {cialist Workers Party, have: the

program to end these evils by
the establishment of a new so-
clety, a society of socialism.

We in the Harlem branch of
the Socialist Workers Party in-
vite every worker to visit our
branch at 103 West 110 St.,
Room 23, and meet our members,
read our literature, join our
party and fight with us for the
freedom of all workers through-
out the capitalist world.

All are welcome to visit us or
write for further information.

If you hate the evils you now
endure, let us hear from you.

) C. Howell

New York

ATTENTION
HARLEM READERS

Complaints have reached us
that many of our Harlem sub-
scribers are not getting The
Militant every week. In fact,
some subscribers have received
only a few copies, and some
none at all. )

If you miss a single issue
of The Militant, please let us
know. If your friend is not
getting his copy of the paper,
ask him to notify us.

We are going to check each
complaint with the post office
to find out why The Militant
is not being delivered regu-
larly to our Harlem readers.

the Urban League and the many

Pioneer
Notes

are just off the press this week:
Veterans and Labor, by Charles
Carsten, and Only Victorious So-
cialist Revolutions Can Prevent
the Third World War!, which is
the Manifesto of the 1946 World
Conference of the Fourth Inter-
national, held in Aptil in Bel-
gium. Fach is priced at 10
cents.

Veterans and Labor, 24 pages,
is a popular presentdtion of a
program of united action by vet-
erans and the labor movement.
The attractive cover design is by
Jean Morgan.

Only Victorious Socialist Rev-
olutions Can Prevent the Third
World War!, 32 pages, was first
published May 11 in The Mil-
jtant. It elaborates the fight-
ing program of the Fourth In-
ternational and is a document
every revolutionist will want to
sgudy and propagate.

* »* *

The largest book stores in New
York, Philadelphia, Chicago and
several other cities are now dis-
playing and selling Leon Trots-
ky’s latest works. Orders for
The  Revolution Betrayed (cloth
$2.00) and The First Five Years
of the Communist International
(cloth $2.50) have been received
in recent weeks from book deal-

onn.; Los Angeles, San Fran-
{sco, Santa Barbara and Pasa-
dena, Calif.; Cleveland, Cincin-
nati and Troy, Ohio; Minneap-
olis, Indianapolis, Detroit, Pitts-
burgh and Boston.

Several stores also have ord-
ered the No, 1 Pioneer Pocket
Library, The Death Agony of
Capitalism and the Tasks of the
Fourth Internatioanl (26¢).

Even more numerous are the
orders for these works from li~
braries, universities and organi-
zations, including the Army War
College in Washington, D. C.

(Order from Pioneer Publish-
ers, 116 University Place, New
York 3, N. Y.,

Youth Group
Activities

NEW YORK. — For informa-

Group send name and address’
to 116 University Place, N. Y. 3,
N. Y.

Every Sunday: Beach Party at
Brighton Beach between Bay
7-8 (take BMT to Ocean P'way).

pm. at 116 University Place.
Dancing, refreshments. follow.

for Negro Equality.” Instructor:
Harry Robinson, Every Tuesday’
at 7:30 p.m. at Brooklyn head-
quarters. SWP, 635 Fulton Street.
Dancing, refreshments.

Queens — Open forums every

ple, 160th St. and B0th Ave,
8 pm.
PHILADELPHIA. Youth
Forums held every Saturday, 8
p.m, 1303-05 W. Girard, 2nd
floor. ’
LOS ANGELES. — Socialist
Youth Club meets every Thurs-
day, 8 p.m., at SWP headquart-
ers, 3161, W. Pico Blvd. Educa-
tionals by Youth and SWP
speakers.

—

published semi - monthly, for

truth of youth’s struggles.
*® * L3

Watch this column for further
announcements of youth activi-

| ties.

BUFFALO

Picnic ot Como Park
SUNDAY, July 14

Bring Your Own Lunch

Liquid Refreshments Served
Meet At The

Militant Forum
629 Main St. 31 am.

ple, 160th St. and 90th Ave., at ||
eight o’clock. Refreshments are }
served after the meeting. Every-

ALLENTOWN, Pa.— A sociel
for the benefit of hungry Iight- |
ers against capitalist oppressiom |
in Burope will be held in Allen- [i
town at the Militané Labor For- j

Friends and Militant readers §

peogram will include games,

lehem singer, and a brief talk

b

NEW

HARLEM
Thuveday, July 18, 8 p.m.

Joseph Hansen

108 W. 110th, Room 23

BRONX
Fridoy, July 19, 8 pm.
M. Stein ;

Public Meetings
STALINISM OR LENINISM

The Real Situation in the USSR
Meaning Of The New Purges
Speaker: JOSEPN MANSEN, former a/ecretary to Leon Troleky

The Fruits of Stalin's Foreign Policy

) Speaker: DAVID WEISS
Staliniems The Beivayal of Leninism
Speaker: M. STEIN, orgonisational secretary, SWP

Coming

YORK

Week:
BROOKLYN
lendoza July 18, 8 p.m.
vid Weiss |
635 Fulton S_t,
CENTRAL
July 19, 8 p-m.
Joseph Hansen: - -

IIGUMM

1034 Prospeet

Two new Pioneer pamphlets |

ers in Portland, Oreg.; Hartford,

Ben Revies of St. Louis, Mo.
likes The Militant and is doing
everything he can to help. . He
not only renewed his subscrip-
tion for six months, but sent us
50 cents for the Militant Fund.
We appreciate your aid, Comrade
Revies, and welcome you into
the ranks of the Militant Army.

. * * *®

Mortin Reed of New York City,
convinced that The Militant is
the paper for workers, is doing
something practical about it. He
is one of those comrades who
always carry an extra copy of
the paper. He leaves it on the
subway, a bus seat—some place
where & worker is lkely to pick
it wap.

The value of such thoughtful-
ness was underlined by a worker
who recently applied for mem-
bership in the Socialist Workers
Party after reading The Militant.
When asked how he came in
contact with the paper he re-
plied, “On the sibway.” He ex-
plained that a fellow sitting be-
side him was reading The Mil-
itant and had carefully placed
it on the seat when he left the
train.

This may have been one of the
coples you left on the subway,
Comrade Reed.

* * E

Boston Branch is commended
for the excellent subscription rec-
ord they are making, During the
last nine days, Al Cutler has sent
in three batches of subs total-
ing 42. Good work!

* * *

Seattle Branch has stepped up
its activity and is getting results,
as reported by Clara Kaye: “We

call mobilizations. An average
of 10 comrades have been par-
ticipating and \while the going
isn’t easy, due to so many sub-
scribers being away when we

| eall, we are getting results. The’

spirit and determination of the

tion on the Trotskyist Youth:

Brooklyn: Class on “Struggle \

Wednesday at Odd Fellows Tem- |

Subscribe to “Young Militant,” j

comrades is wonderful. Our re-
sults aren’t world-shaking but
they are consistent and we fully

seriber. "

*, % %
. Sam Stone, Director of Buffalo
Branch’s campaign, reports:

“This past week we have ob-
tained 25 subs. The City-wide
team took the lead this week

have been. condudting weekly re«|

intend to call back on every sub~.

over the Plant team, but is still
behind xthe Plant team in- Sotal

 number of subs obtained to date.

All told, the branch has obtained
148 suBs in the campaign so far
(only three weeks) and the cam-
paign runs until the end of
July.” '

* L *
The comrades of the St. Louis
Branch are doing steady and
consistent work on subscriptions,

not missing a single opportunity
to get renewals. In his latest

letter accompanying subs, Dick -

Clarke points out that one re«
newal is from “an old trial sub
taken out when they were 26
cents.”
" & *
E. Jarvis of Cincinnati, Ohle
sent in 16 new six-month sube,
L ] L ] -

Newark’s sub campaign s
breaking records. A note from
D. Lessing enclosed 28 subs: “Thig
brings our total up to 40 sime
month subs and 10 one-year subs
sold in the first 11 days of our
call-back campaign.”

* = ¢

Portland is getting good re-
sults in its renewal work, The
latest letter from Joyce James,
containing nine subseriptions,
states: “The Guild’s Lake house
ing project & proving good teww
ritory for renewals.
scribers are enthusiastie. A

comrade was telling one of them .

that we have about 50 readers
there. The "subscriber said we
were wrong, that we have hun-
dreds of readers out there. The
paper. i8 passed from family o
family and each Militant is read
by many people!”
L]

* *

‘San Francisco Branch hes

worked out an effective method '

of increasing subscriptions from
distributions, A mimeographed
subscription blank is pasted on
the first page of The Militant
each week before the paper is
distributed. Ann Alexander re-
ports that they “have been're~

.ceiving subs on an average of
In.

one a week on these dodgers.
this way we get subscribers who

| aké sold on The Militant by the

paper itself.”

Subscribe To
The Militant

@
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workers and veterans!

the increased cost

ment!

r

government!

trade unions!

norities!
Down with Jim Crow!

tarism!

forces!

peoples!

OUR PROGRAM:

T ke B e ot ot H 1. Full employment and job security for all

Open Forum: Every Friday, 8|
A sliding scale.of hours!
work with no reduction in pay!

A rising scale of wages!. Increase wages to meet ~

Government operation of all idle and government-
built plants under workers" control!

Unemployment insurance equal %o tradeﬁ wnion
wages during the entire period of mem’plw-

2. Independence of the trade unions from the

No restriction on the right to strike!
3. Organization of the war veterans by the

4. Full equality for Negroes and netiencl mi-

5. Build an independent lsbor party!

| 6 Tax the rich, not the poor!
Notaxesonmeomesunderﬁmcywr'

7. Aworkmgchumhupihﬁdmﬂ-

Military training of workers, financed by the gov=
ernment, but under eontrol of the trade unions! [f
deeunmmgsﬁordwo&mmﬂum i

8. Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles
of the workers in all lands! v
Forthecomplgtehdepmdeneeofiheoow

Withdraw ol American troops from foreign soi
9. For a Workers and Farmers’ Government!

Reduce the hours of

of living!

116 University Place
New York 3, New York
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Join the Soctatiar Workers Panty

SociaLisT WORKERS ParTY

O To join the Socnahst Workers Party
(] To obtain further mfommauon about your or-

0 To attend meetings and forums of the Socialist
Workers Party in my city.
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wage$. Prices And PrO'Fi'I‘s )

The Propaganda Against Wage Raises

"The employers of the United States are raising prices.
As an important part of this process they lave launched )
a propaganda attack against wages." )

The capitalists hate set all their newspaper writers
and radio commentators to harping on one theme. Over
and eyer they try to tell us that the workers are to blame
for making the corporations raise prices. .

They put this one story into various forms. One form
is that the.present high cost of living has been caused
by wage increases which the workers have won. Another
fofm is the charge that the workers cause inflation by
striking for higher wages. Still another form is that the
workers cannot win real gains by getting higher wages, be-
cause the bosses will just raise prices and take the money
back. So, even with more money, the workers cannot gain
in . their real wages, which are measured by the goods
they can buy with their money. - ;

They end by advising that the workers will really be
better off with' low wages, because low wages will keep
prices down. They say low wages will keep inflation away.

‘Under cover of all this talk the bosses are busy rais-
ing prices, whether they have raised wages or not. And
all of them began by raising prices before they had to
pay any wage raises. Then when strikes come they tell the
public, “If the workers win yow’ll have to pay even higher

rices.” .
P The labor movement has to find the best tactics to
meet these moves by the employers. For that purpose we
need to look into the economic facts about wages and prices.
That is what this series will cover.

The Workers Face Special Problems

Besides the usual wage-price situation, the workers
today face special problems coming from the fact that
the government has inflated the nation’s money. Currency
and credit inflation has taken place already. This infla-
tion isn’t caused by workers’ wages. It is the act of a gov-
ernment, when it creates artificial money and pumps it

" into the country’s supply. The United States government
carried out a tremendous inflation during the war, creat-
ing over a hundred billions in artificial dollars; mostly in
the form of bank credits. This huge supply of false purchas-
ing power was used to pay war profits to the corporations
and great investment banks of the United States.

Up to nuw the inflation has only begun to produce . its
effects on prices. The money inflation that they have
already accomplished will push prices much higher than
anything we have felt so far. So the workers are in for a
long struggle with rising prices, not just a short campaign.
This also means there is nothing to their talk about a
merely temporary rise in prices, followed by a fall to the
old level. Inflated money is cheapened money, and it buys
less. After inflation the money-price of goods goes up to
a new level and stays up. This price problem will'stay with
us, and get much worse. S

That’s one reason why the bdsses are in a hurry to hide
the fact that the government inflated money, and that
the bosses cashed in on if. They are desperate to unload
the blame onto the labor movement, before the real pinch
begins. . -

However, it would be a mistake to look at this special
feature of money inflation as the whole picture. We need
to look first at.the basic laws of wages apd .prices, and

* then take up inflation as a°special part. This method is
necessary anyway, because inflation grows out of these
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 Standing In The Way

the bosses to raise prices, they are using the threat of
price increases as a club to beat down wages. When a union
demands a raise the employer goes to the public with the
claim that he will be forced to raise prices. He tries to link
up wages and prices, even though he has plenty of room to
raise wages without raising his prices. Today, in defending
their wage demands, unions have to meet this price issue.

In the General Motors’ strike the workers met the issue

the public see if the company was telling the truth about
needing higher prices, or whether perhaps it was just hun-
gry for .some super-profits. But the corporation couldn’t
stand the truth, The slogan “Open the Books,” threw it
on the defensive, and it had to run away from its own issue.

The auto workers’ tactics and victory put the whole
labor movement in a stronger position on the wage-price
issue. It was a sharp set-back to the whole price-raising
campaign. The present newspaper and radio drive of the
employers is in large part an attempt to win back the initia-

‘tive ‘which the ‘workers seized by the slogan, “Open the

Books.” &

by demanding that the corporation “Open the Books.” Let |

basic laws.

In the past, unions could fight
take carc of themselves. But today, when conditions allow

for wages and let prices

" On this matter the facts are on the side of the workers,
and winning tactics come from the facts. In this series
we will examine the truth about wages and prices.

Curran Issues Public Blast Against
Stalinist Machine In Maritime Union

NEW YORK, July v5'. — The Pilot, weekly organ of the ®
CIO Natignal Maritime Union, today published in full a

statement of NMU President

anti-democratic and corrupt policies of the Stalinist mach-
ine inside the NMU. The statement had been made at a
closed membesship®—

large
meeting here on June 24,
which overwhelming voted to
@ccept his report. '

Curran’s charges are the out-.

growth of a clique conflict among
the top NMU leaders. This con-
flict became intensified after V-
J Day, when the leaders began
to blame each other for the then
weakened position of the union
as a consequence of the Stalinist
sell-out policies during the war.
The NMU president exposed
the operations of the Stalinist
machine in the recent union
elections. “In these elections
just concluded . . . I think that
one of the worst machine jobs
I have ever seen was done,” Cur-
ran ‘told the NMU members.
Curran, long a follower of the
Communist  (Stalinist) - Party

line, still insists that the prac-
tices he condemns are not the
“policy of the Communist Party.”
He merely claims that these
practices are being carried out
by “individual members in that
party.”

Joseph Curran attacking the

But the principal Stalinist‘
cliquesters he attacks are prom-
inent members of Communist
Party national and state. com-
mittees, such as Frederick . My-:
ers and Joseph Stack.

In addition to his charges on
Stalinist electioneering practices,
Curran reveals extensive pay-
roll padding by. the Stalinist
machine, The irresponsible Stal-
inist machine is milking the un-
ion treasury, building up a pay-
roll “that runs about $1,600,000
a year.”

“Your union,” he told the
membership, “is going in a hole.
In March we were in a hole
$12,000 and in April we were in
a hole more. I see people on
the pay-roll I have yet to find
out what they’re doing.”

He stated that the Stalinist
machine during the campaign to
organize the Isthmian fleet “put
on a number of organizers even
when there were no Isthmian
ships. I don’t know, what they

were organizi\ng, "but they cer-

MEMORIAL

E. R. FRANK

Labor Temple

1869—Antoinette Konikow—1946
In honor of her six decades of
service to revolutionary socialism

New York
Sunday, July 14

Speakers:

SYLVIA BLEECKER
Chairman: GEORGE CLARK

MEETINGS

8 p.m.

GEORGE WEISSMAN

242 E. 14th St

Friday, July 19

Lawrence P. Trainor

Boston

Speakers:

Louis Samuels, 30 Years A Co-Worker
: 30 Stuart Street :

8:15 p.m.

' "Mary Dante-

tainly wer not organizing Isth-
mijan Ships.” '

INFORMATION SUPPRESSED

Curran. blamed the Stalinist
policy of suppressing information
for forcing the members to “get
such information second hand,
through such anti-labor charac-
ters as (Westbrook) Pegler and
(Frederick) Woltman of the N.
Y. World-Telegram.”

Condemning Stalinist bureau-
cratic suppression of opposition
opinion, Curran declared: “I
have fought in this union for
the right of anybody to be a
member of any political party,
any race, any religion that he
sees fit. But I will fight just as

hard against any member of any
political party, any religion, any
race, from attempting through
devious means, intimidation or
any other methodffrom taking
this union away from the rank

‘and file.”

Curran’s charges fall far short
of exposing the real ‘reactionary
politics of the Stalinists. He does
not attack the fundamental pol-
icies of which the Stalinist anti-
union practices are only the re-
flection. :

But as one who has had close
ties with the Stalinist machine
for ten years, Curran’s testimony
is authoritative confirmation of
the rule-or-ruin role of Stalin-
ism in the NMU.

and has been accelerating stead-
ily since V-J Day. '
Prior to the expiration of the
old OPA, the’ Truman admin-
istration had been whetting. the
profiteers’ appetites.by sanction-
ing one price increase after an-
other. The wage increases for
which labor fought to compen-
sate for previous big price in-
creases were used by Truman as
a pretext for granting huge prof-
iteering price rises to virtually
every industry. OPA completely
“de - controlled” -thousands of
commodities. :

PROFITEERS GOUGE

While Truman and Congress
are going through their fancy
maneuvers and shadow-boxing,
the food profiteers and rent hogs
are digging ‘their claws deeper
and deeper into the workers’
pockets. At the same time, the
capitalist press runs advertise-
ments, editorials and angled
news stories to give the false im-
pression that the profiteers them-
selves are exercising “self -re-
straint” in their price demands.
According to the wholesale
food prices® index of Dun &
Bradstreet, on July 2 prices of
31 basic commodities. had risen

to ‘the_highest peak since July

29, 1920—high point of the post-

New OPA Measure Will Not
Halt Skyrocketing Prices

(Continued from Page 1)

World War I inflation. Tens of
thousands are threatened with
evictions as rents are being hiked
almost everywhere. ;

Most of the union leaders, who
want an excuse for holding back
struggles for higher wages, are
urging the workers to fight for
a ‘“good” OPA along the. lines
Truman is proposing.

They are spreading’ illusions

about reliance on government
“price control,” as they did dur-
ing the war with their ill-fated
campaigns for the “roll-back of
prices” and “make OPA work.”
. -All the efforts of the workers
should be directed instead to-
ward independent mass struggle
on an independent labor program
of combatting the consequences
of inflation.

REAL BATTLE

The workers should be mobil-
ized for a real battle for higher
wages, and especially for a slid-
ing scale of wages, automatically
rising with every rise in living
costs.

Workers, poor farmers and the
lower middle class must be or-
ganized into their own mass con-
sumers’ and - tenants’ commit-
tees. They must  directly resist
exorbitant prices and rentals by
mags pressure means.

37th Convention
Marks Progress
0f The NAACP

CINCINNATI, Ohio, July 4
—The 37th annual conven-
tion of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of
Colored People, which concluded
its sessions here this week, was
the first NAACP convention to
give more than advisory powers
to the rank and file. The powers
of the National Board of Direc-
tors were reduced so as to give
the membership = and local
branches almost equal voice in
the decision of policy.

In addition, the delegates turn-
ed down a number of proposed
constitutional amendments on
the ground they werf not suf-
ficiently democratic. This was a
refle®tion of the growth of the
organization during the last
year, now claimed t6 be one-
half million members strong.

There was strong opposition
to the so-called ‘“non-partisan”
policy regarding political action
practiced by the NAACP in the
past. Similarly there was  cri-
ticism of the two capitalishéart-
ies, and talk of a third party,
although what kind of party and
how it iwould be organized was
not discussed.

A “compromise” resolution on
political action was adopted: It
recoghized the need and desir-
ability of political action by the
organization in the sense of “rat-
ing and publicity of such ratings
of candidates for office.” This
would mean no candidates would
be formally endorsed, but would
be rated favorably or unfavor-

be no independent political ac-
tion under this resolution.

COMMITTEE SET UP

A committee of six was set up
to study the means of executing
this decision and report back to
the Board of Directors in Septem-
ber. Three members gere elected
by the convention, three chosen
by the Board of Directors.

out the shortcomings of depend-
ence on legal action alone to
abolish Jim Crow. This is es-
pecially true in the South, where
the NAACP has had its biggest
growth in recent years. Delegates
and invited speakers calling for
stronger ties with the labor move-
ment and for support to the
drive to unionize the South were
warmly applauded by the con-
vention.

As usual at NAACP conven-
tions, too much time was devoted
to listening to the speeches .of
“important” people
Guardia, Kenney, etc. And not
enough time was devoted to con-
siderations of resolutions and
problems facing the members.

The resolutions adopted were
so worded as to please all and

couraging the fight of the colon-
ial people in their fight against
imperialist domination, no ex-

posure of the reactionary role
played by U. 8. imperialism was
allowed to come ouf in the reso-

[lutions.

The delegates were Jim Crowed
by most of the big restaur-

jants in Cincinnali, .

By Sol Dollinger
(Special to The Militant) :

FLINT, Mich, July 3. — Twenty-one top officers of
CIO and AFL unions here proposed at a joint meeting yes-
terday to request their internationals to reopen negotia-
tios for wage increases to meet price rises and to revive
the auto workers’ “flying squadrons” to prevent evictions of

ably. In other words, there would.

A number of speakers pointed

like  La-|

offend none. For example, in en- | §

are being hiked by .greedy
landlords. They also called for
a local rent control ordin-
ance.

The joint meeting included
representatives of the Greater
Flint CIO Council, AFL Build-
ing Trades Council, and presi-

Northeast Ohio
UAW Calls For
Labor Party

(Special to The Militant)

CLEVELAND, July 5 — A
resolution calling for a Unit-
ed Labor Congress of the
CIO, AFL and Railroad
Brotherhoods and for the
formation of an independent
labor party was adopted at the
recent regional' conference of
CIO United Auto Workers Re-
gion 2 locals in northeast Ohio
and southwest Pennsylvania.
The conference was held in New
Castle, Pa.

The resolution, introduced by
Bryant Heater of ILocal 337,
Cleveland, calls upon “President
Walter Reuther and other top
officers of our international un-
ion to take immediate steps to
get the CIO, AFL and Railroad
Brotherhoods to join hands in
a United .abor Congress to map
united dction to fight anti-labor
legislation and to map plans for
the formation of » united labor
movement and an- independent
party of labor.”

Recent actions of Truman and
Congress, says the resolution,
“have unmasked their real iden-
tity as representatives of the
vested interests-, . . Our pre-
vious PAC policy of supporting
our friends and defeating our en-
emies has proven ineffective in
creating sufficient political
strength of any permanent val-
ue. It has now become obvious
that both the Democratic and
Republican parties are controll-
ed by pig business.”

union members whose rents®—

-about

dents of CIO United Auto Work-
ers locals and the AFL carpen-
ters, plumbers, steamfitters and
truck drivers. )

A mass meeting, arranged on
24 hour notice by the joint con-
ference of union officials, was
held here tonight. + Jack Holt,
UAW regional director, and F. H.
Bancroft, AFL: Building Trades
Council president, were the co-
chairmen.

Warm approval was expressed
by the assembled workers to the
announcement at the start of the
meeting by Holt that the UAW
is proposing a joint conference
of the CIO, AFL and Railroad
Brotherhoods in Washington and
that the suggestion had been
made for a one-day ' general
strike to oppose the ending of
price ceilings.

Several of the leaders spoke
organizing a “hunger
strike”, but it was not clear what
they had in mind . They did not
think, however, that such an
action would be successful be-
cause the ranks would not go for
it. The workers feel there is no
resson why they should go more
hungry to force down high prices
of plentiful commodities. They
want a more effective program.

A note of clarity was struck
when a Buick worker proposed
to combat the rising cost of liv-
ing through -the inclusion in
every union: contract of an es-
calator clause for a rising wage
scale to keep pace with rising
living costs. .

“OPA NOT SOLUTION”

This worker stated: “We seem
to have forgotten that only a
week ago prices were soaring
with the OPA. Obviously mere-
ly fighting for a new OPA bill
is not the solution.” o

Good progress has been made
in bringing the unions closer to-
gether. But unity in action will
be cemented more firmly ‘only
as the leading committeemen
and stewards on the job, who
are close to the ranks, are en-
abled to participate in the joint
conferences  along with the top
leaders.

Detroit UAW,

the workers’ standard of living
would be organized.

The meeting was called on 24-
hour notice by officers of 'the
UAW, and Wayne County CIO
and Political Action Comimittee.
Although Leonard opened the
meeting  with the remark that
it would be turned over to dis-
cussion by the rank and file,
he introduced nine speakers who
took up more than two hours.

BUYERS’ STRIKE

In his own intreduction he
proposed & “national buyers’
strike.” One of the delegates de-
clared later that a buyers’ strike
would be ineffective, because
working people spend: almost all
of their money on the necessit-
ies which cannot be reduced.

Secondly, Leonard proposed
that tenants should resist rent
boosts by going through the
courts. He stated they had re-
ceived promises from the Circuit
Court Commissioners that they
would handle only two or three
cases a day. The Stalinist Sam
Sage, secretary of the Wayne
County CIO Council, repeated
these two proposals only throw-
ing in a bit more radical phrase-
mongering.

Leonard’s final point, however,
aroused the meeting to enthus-
iastic support. It was for calling
a national labor holiday.

Walter Reuther, in a militant
speech, called for the immediate
convening of the National Emer-

AMERICAN WORKERS MEED
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Urge National Labor ‘Holiday’

(Continued from Page 1)

gency Labor Conference. He
stated that he was already get-
ting in touch with Philip Mur-
ray and other labor leaders, to
make it possible to ‘“transcend
the various union rivalries, in
order to fight this basic problem
confronting the American work-
ers unitedly.”

He further proposed that the
rent problem should be fought
as the UAW had done in 1938,
by utilizing the flying squadrons
to prevent evictions.

Most important, he stated,
“we’ll not stand shackled with
frozen wages while prices sky-
rocket.” This, he said, “is serv-
ing notice that all UAW wage
contracts, whether they have
provisions .to do so or not, will
be ré-opened if a new and better
OPA is not enacted.”

FOR RISING SCALE
OF WAGES

After two hours of speech-
making by official speakers, Er-
win Baur of UAW Budd Local
306 took the floor and proposed
that “in order to set the tone
for the national labor movement
we immediately call for a Cad-
illac Square demonstration.”

He further stated: “Realizing
that the cost of living will con-
tinue to rise it is not only neces-
sary as Walter Reuther has said
to re-open wage contracts but it
will also be necessary to insert
in each contract a clause pro-
viding for an automatic rising
scale of wages to meet each new
rise in the cost of living.”

Once the discussion had begun,
speaker after speaker rose and
demanded militant action. Tom
Cunningham, president of UAW
Chrysler Local 7, stated he agreed
with the previous speaker, Baur,
and again stressed the necessity
of the Cadillac Square demon-
stration.

Urban, president of UAW
Packard Local 190, speaking on
the rent profiteering, placed a
motion which was later adopted:
That all UAW locals immediate-
ly reorganize their flying squad-~
rons if they had not already
done so.

The tremendous ovation re-
ctived by Walter Reuther when
he proposed re-opening the wage
contracts is an indication that
the workers are becoming disil-
lusioned with the “roll-back of
{ prices” and the OPA as the solu-
tion to maintaining their stand-

) »,grd of living.

,As_l? ‘““Flying Squadrons’’
To Stop Rent Evictions

®

What Do |
You Say? |

Question: The meat pack~*
ers have publicly threatened:
a meat famine unless they get..
the prices they ask. Would.
you favor having the govern=
ment take over the meat in-"
dustry - to guarantee 'meat "
deliveries to. the people?

Place: La Grange, |11, Elec=
tro-Motive Division, General
Motors Corp. (Asked - of
members of Local 719, United
Automobile Workers, ClO.) -

Arthur Wormwood, 19 N.
State St., Aurora, HI.
Yes. Things are getting into *
an awful mess. Look at the way
prices are going up, for example,
the day after OPA is removed. -
If the meat industry has its way,
the few people. who can bpay
high prices will get the meat and .
the working man "will have ‘to
do without.
* % %

Antonio Sison, 53 W. Su-
perior, Chicago. Ill. -

No. To have the government
take over the meat industry

would foment a  socialistic
system - and free enterprise
would be destroyed. '

LI I 2

Howard Mayhew, 5524 S.
58 Ct., Chicago, IlI. S
Yes. The government .was::
quick to use the armed forces .
against the railroad workers, the
coal miners, the merchant ma-
rine while it was in the bosses”
interest to prevent a strike, The -
fact that Congress has not movs.
ed against the meat industry ™
even though they threatened -
the people, shows that the gov~ -
ernment really represents the

lose no time in organizing g
labor party so that we can send-
our representatives to Congress.
* kK 4 P
John Blazeck, 2516 So. 58
Ct., Cicero, lll.
operator, ,
As long as the meat industries:
are striking against the public,*
in order to get the price they
want, I'm in favor of having the -

government run the plants.
* Rk

Sam Okal, 1818 S. Sawyer "
Ave., Chicago, Ill. Drill press

operator. o b
The huge profits the meat -
companies are making today :
does not entitle them to make .
more at the expense of the pub=

lic. I'm in favor of having a fair. -
and equal distribution under

government control.,

* % *x

Gus Namors, 2326 So. 55th

Ave., Cicero, Ill. Bullard"
operator. ‘ T
The government, which is run.:
by these big corporations, would
not operate the plants for the -
benefit of the workers, that is.
lower prices and more meat, buf; -

| would be used as a camouflage..

to make the workers believe the.
government is acting in their
interests, The plants should be
under the control of trade union
cooperatives in order to control
prices and distribution of the .
product. v e

* ¥

Fred Thomas, 2216 So. 6th
Ave., North Riverside, . En~,
gine lathe operator. G
I think the public should- be .
ifformed as to how much money .
these companies are making. .
Maybe with the government .
running the plants we would.
have more meat at lower eosts.

Buffalo UAW
Groups Discuss

*

Political Action

(Special to The Militant)

Some 125 representatives of
CIO United Auto Workers lo-

Lecals in this area at a confer-

ence last Monday adopted resolu-
tions for. independent labor ac-
tion and labor unity to imitiate
the building of a party of labor
on a nation-wide scale. '

While these resolutions did not.
clearly characterize the Demo-
cratic and Republican machines-
a5 parties of Big Business and
failed to indicate the decisive
role labor must play in build-
ing and leading a labor party,:
they did represent a big step.
forward in making a break with
the bankrupt policy of support-
ing so-called progressives. -of
‘either capitalist party.

A proposal was adopted call-
ing for a mass meeting to help
arouse the entire union moves"
ment to the need for independ=-

‘ent. labor politioal action.

-
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Indian Trotskyist Exposes Fraud Of

British Plan For “Independence”

BOMBAY, India, June 22 (Airmall)—A slashing attack®

on the “independence plan” offered by the British Cabinet
. Mission to India, and a denunciation of the Indian capitalist
* parties for agreeing to the continued rule of British im-
perialism, are high points in the inferview of a leading
Trotskyist printed in the Bombay Free Press Journal today.
The Trotskyist was Dr. Colvin R. de Silva, general secretary
ofthe Bolshevik-Leninist Party, Indo-Ceylon section of
the Fourth International. The full statement reads as rol-

~Jows:

" The Cabinet. Mission consti-®

tutes the first stage In a gigan-
ti¢:political maneuver of British
‘imperialism. Its aim is not any
transfer of imperialism’s power
in - ‘India but its consolidation
anéw. This it seeks to achieve
by - negotiating a re-arranged
iniperialist - bourgeois - feudal-
ist alllance -against the masses.
And in this it is on the eve of
plete success.

The alliance is being cement-
ed--at Delhi behind a  smoke-
screen. of irrelevant controver-

- .sies. Congress and (the Moslem)
League are engaged not in a tus-
sle:for power but in a quarrel over
commission agency rights. What-

ever the arrangement, imperial-
ism will continue to rule, al-
though Congress and League will
obligingly provide it with a
much-needed popular facade.

NOT ACCIDENTAL

The Mission’s success is not
accidental. Congress is the poli-
tical party of the Indian bour-
geoisie and the Indian bour-
geoisie have long been .athirst
for a settlement. For two reas-
ons: Economic need and the re-
‘volutionary peril.

The masses are agam on the
move in the setting of the post-
war crisis. The class struggle is

sharpening and the anti-imper-

Where is the Soviet Union Going? —
The 5-Year Plan And
The New “Left Turn”

By Ernest Germain

4

As a consequence of the war and the weakening of the
USSR in relation to imperialism, as a consequence of the
.~ redctionary policies of the Stalinist bureaucracy which,

- from fear of the proletariat and its revolutionary traditions,

appealed“during the war to®

the most reactionary in-
stin¢ts of the most backward
layers of the population; as
a .- eonsequence .of all these
factors, the-elements of a new
exploiting capitalist class be-
came considerably strengthened
during the war.

In the year that rollowed ter-
mination of the war, a series of
internal struggles within the bu-
reaucracy led to a new consoli-
dation of the Bonapartist party
apparatus around Stalin. This
consolidation expressed itself in
a->new and pronounced “left
Sturn,” that is to say, in a re-
suinption of the strugzle against
capitalist elements in industry
and agriculture.as well as in. a
further tightening of the party’s.
grip on the state apparatus and
the official ideology.

" AIM OF PLAN

In the field of industry, the
looseness of planning in heavy
industry and-its virtual disap-
pearance in light industry, which
took place throughout the: war,
were- sucessfully -overcome " and
replaced by the first applications
of “the Fourth Five-Year Plan.
This plan sets a very définite

- goal; the reconstruction of the
devastated regions of Russia, an
increase of steel production, and

" in general the attaining of high-

er levels of production than on
theé‘eve of the war.
" Thanks to the abundant con-
tributions from the newly in-
dubtrialized regions of East Rus-
sia "and Siberia; and thanks
abbve all to the ruthless pillage
.of” occupled countries, this re-
coustructlon is well on its way.
THé total of Russian industrial
prpductlon already surpasses the
1940 level. The industrial pro-
duttion of the Ukraine, notably
the Donetz Basin, has already
reached 60 per cent of the pre-
war. level. . It should be noted,
however, that the Fourth Five-
Year Plan once again sacrifices
the sphere of consumers’ goods
to means of production, that is
to' say, igriores the most press-
ing needs of the masses, and
thiis becomes the source of grave
gocial disturbances. v

AGRICULTURAL CRISIS

+ At the sanie time the Soviet
press has engaged in a violent
campaign against the new ex-
ploiting elements in the coun-
tryside. Hitherto it had ecstat-
jcally reiterated that “classes
have completely disappeared.”

2 Now, recognizing for the first
time in ten years the existence
of these elements, the Stalinist
journalists have launched harsh
attacks - against “peasants who
maonopolize the land of the col-
“lectives for. their personal prof-
it.”.. They denounce the “per-
sistence of the capitalist spirit
in ,the countryside,” and instruct

««the local party bodies to implac-
2bly eliminate all abuses.

As a matter of fact, the gov-
efniment has taken Draconian
megsures to force the collective
férmers to comply with the plan,
& rigid cortrol of planting has
been introduced, and a discrim-
inatory policy in granting cred-
its," material aid, seed, tractors,
efc,, is pursued in the devastat-
ed regions in order to favor the
“loyal” agricultural enterprises
which fulfill the plan.

In the realization that without
the ‘technical base of mechani-
zation, the collective farm sys-
tem must necessarily fall apart,
a- humber of prewar machine
end tractor- stations have been

i+

rapidly restored in western Rus-
sia. But a large number of these
stations are “ghost stations,”
lacking equipment. It will take
many years of the Fourth Five-
Year Plan before the situation
in Soviet agriculture is restored.

BUREAUCRATIC RIFT

In the political field the lat-
ent tension between the new mil-
itary caste and the party, which
appeared to have lost supremacy
in the course of war, has been
resolved in favor of the latter.
The new Soviet government does
not include s single member of
this new military caste. On the
contrary, the only two military
men who are included, Voro-
shilov and Budenny, are the two
sole survivors of the Red Army
of Lenin and Trotsky. It is note-
worthy that the majority of the
marshals, the “war heroes,” had
been shifted toward the end of
hostilities and were finally rele-
gated to the distant and most
remote provinces, where they are
incapable of consistently influ-
encing Russian political life.

In the Iideological field, this
political weakening of the mil-
itary caste has expressed itself in
an abrupt halt of the ultra-
chauvinist propaganda. Soviet

pressed for having too strongly
insisted on glorifying Russia’s
past and Czarist heroes. A spe-
cial resolution of the Central
Committee of the “Bolshevik
Party” has ‘“‘condemned this dev-
iation”—although it had been
officially propagated for several
war yearsl—and insists on the
revival of the “propagation of
Marxism-Leninism.”

NEED FOR TERROR

Some foreign observers have
found it possible to discover the
appearance of a “third appar-
atus,” injecting itself between
the party apparatus and the mil-
itary apparatus, that is, an in-
dependent apparatus of the state
which serves as a buffer between
the rival factions of the bureau-
cracy. In'our opinion, involved
here is a case of optical illusion.

In reality, as with Stalin’s “left
turn” in 1927, the present “left
turn” is accompanied by an im-
portant strengthening of the
state and of the repressive ap-
paratus. 'This is reflected pre-
cisely in the limited and contra-
dictory character of this “left
turn,” executed by a rapacious
bureaucracy quaking before the
people.

Hence the astonishing declar-
ation of Pravda to the effect
that: “The essential contribution
of Stalin to Marxist Leninist
Doctrine is his theory of the
strengthening of the state dur-
ing the transition from the so-
cialist society to the communist
society.”

From the Marxist point of view
this declaration is gross non-
sense. 'The state must disap-
pear and not become stronger
with the disappearance of the
classes. -
admirably reflect the desperate
position of the -bureaucracy
which, in fa¢e of the capitalist
menace and the pressure of the
masses, finds its only salvation
in the resurgence of police ter-
ror.

(The above is the fourth in a
series of articles, translated from
the Belgian Trotskyist paper, “La
Lutte Ouvriere, June 29. Nett
week’s “Militant” will print the

Jifth in the series.), )

periodicals have even been sup-

But this “theory” does

falist struggle reviving.
In face of the mass resurgence,

the Indian. bourgeoisie trembje |-

no less than their imperialist
masters. The recementing of
their alliance, which was broken
politically in 1940-42, was there-
fore a mutual necessity. Their
economic partnership during the
war is being rounded off poli-
tically today. The Simla surren-
der of 19456 is being formally
completed in 1946,

The sole victim of the settle-
ment will be the Indian masses.
The plan is to appoint local jail-
ors for imperialismy’s Indian pris-
on house.

The Cabinet- Mission’s award
leaves the power question exact-
ly where it was. We are to have
a Constituent Assembly it seems.
But what is this so-called Con-
stituent Assembly?

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

Pirstly, it is to function under
the aegis of imperialism. Who-~
ever heard of a Constituent
Assembly functioning under the
aegis of the very state-power
whose displacement is heing
sought?. A genuine Constituent
Assembly arises under the aegis
of a new power which has al-
ready displaced the,old. It pre-
supposes freedom and is in no
way freedom’s prerequisite; for
its function is only to systema-
tize in legal forms the exercise
of the power which has ah‘eady
been won.,

Secondly, this constitution-
making body does not even base
itself on the masses. It is being
set up over their heads. It §s an
assembly of the exploiting few,
with the exploited majority care-
fully shut out. -

Thirdly, this assembly hasn’t
even the right of making a con-
stitution. It can only draw a
constitution for the Brifish Par-
liament’s consideration. Imper-
ialism has the last word.

Finally, and above all, imper-
ialism holds its own in any event,
The crux of the power question
lies in the adumbrated . treaty.
Its terms are unknown, but they
are to be prepared by the Bri-
tish. Government. Everything is
subject to the acceptance of the
treaty. And the treaty will be the

instrument for safeguarding im-

perialism’s essential interests.
What we shall have therefore
is neither a Constituent Assem-
bly nor even a  constitution-
making body. What is being set
up is merely a constitution-draft-
ing .agency of British imperial-
ism, working to imperialism’s
mandate and subject to imper-
falism’s self-interested decisions.
It is not. even a fake Constitu-

British Murder Indian Demonstrators

Scenes like tlus,—-showmg brutal assault on workers demonstrating for Independence In
Bombay on January 24, 1946—have been common throughout Imlia since the end of the war.

The resurgence of the masses who are fighting courageously for f
for the current negotiations between British imperialism and the

edom, is the background
dian ‘capitalist class,

ent Assembly for a fake trans-
fer of power. It is a carefully de-
signed instrument for negotiat-
ing the permanent framework of
a long-term imperialist-bour-
geois-feudalist alliance.

Pending the Ilong-term ‘ar-
rangement, an interim instru-
ment is. being fashioned.. The
Viceroys Executive Council is
being reconstitfited so as to pro-
vide imperialism with a popular
facade. The Viceroy’s councillors

may change, but the Viceroy's
powers remain. intact. That is
the stark truth which controver-
sies about parity and proportions
are designed ‘effectively to veil.

OUR TASK

What then is the task before
us in this situation? Plainly the
defense of the mass; movement
against the development offen-
sive of the new imperialist-bour-
geois-feudalist line-up. Hence it

is that our party has put for-

‘ward the following inter-related
-slogans:

-Down with the Cabinet Mis-
sion! Down with the collabora-
tionist parties! Down with the
fake Constituent Assembly! On
with: the struggle for India’s in-
dependence'

~These are the. central aglta-
tlonal slogans of the anti-imper.
ialist struggle In its present

Dphase,

once again been forcibly called to the attention of the
world. On July 4 in Kielce, 39 Jews were Killed in the worst
pogrom since the Kremlin set up its puppet government in

Poland. According to dispatches, the .pogrom. was sel off

by a 9 year old boy’s repetition of -the medieval atrocity

story about being kidnapped®—

by Jews and seeing the muti-

lated bodies of Gentile boys ‘

they had killed.

The Jewish victims of the antx-
Semites were beaten; - clubbed,
stoned and kicked to death. The
dead:included nine women and

one prematurely-born .girl. In

International N 0te§

Philippines

One day before the Philippine
Republic was given formal in-
dependence on July 4, U, S. im-

perialism was given the Philip-
pine Trade Act (also known as
the Bell Act), which insures its
continued domination over the
islands.

The Bell Act, which was jam-
med through the Philippine Con-
gress on July 2-3, ties the peso to
the American dollar and “pro-
tects” American capitalist inter-
ests so well that Wall Street will
remain the real economic power.

In addition, President Roxas
has guaranteed the continuation
of U. S. Army, Navy and air
bases in the country. The nom-
inally . independent Philippine
Army will also be at the mercy
of Washington through U, 8.
control of training and arms.

Poland

Charges of widespread fraud
and intimidation in last week’s
Polish referendum last week
made it difficult to judge the
real relationship of forces be-
tween the pro-government par-
ties (dominated by the Stalinists)
and the Mikolajezyk - Peasant
Party (tool of Anglo-American
imperialism). Three issues were
on- the ballot: establishment of
a unicameral parliament; na-
tionalization of basic industry
and land:reform; establishment
of Poland’s western frontier at
the Oder and Neisse Rivers.
Mikolajczyk chose to contest only
the first, calling for & no-vote
on the one-house parliament pro-
posal, while the government
forces called for a yes-vote. Ac-
cording to the government, in-
complete returns showed a five-
to-one majority for its position.

Indonesia
Indonesian Premier Sjahrir
and some of his aides were re-

leased last week after having

been held prisoner for two days
by a still unidentified group.
Meanwhile President Soekarno
continued to hold the dictator-
ial powers he had assumed when
Sjahrit’s kidnapping was first

announced,

Responsibility for the kidnap-
ping was placed by Information
Minister 'Mohammed Natsir on
Tan Malakka, noted Indonesian
revolutionary who has been de-
nounced by the Stalinists as a
Trotskyist. But Natsir did not
indicate the present whereabouts
of Tan Malakka, who was arrest-
ed by the Sjahrir-Soekarno gov-
ernment a few months ago.

Germany

The Catholic Christian Social
Union again emerged as the
strongest party in the American
zone of Germany in last week’s
elections of local Constituent
Assemblies for the three distficts
of the American zone. Despite a
decrease in the total vote as com-
pared with previous local elec-
tions and despite the.loss of about
100,000 votes, the conservative
CSU won majorities in two of
the three districts. The Social
Democrats - received the largest
vote in Greater Hesse, and an
over-all gain of about 60,000
votes in all districts, The Com-
munist Party raised its total vote
by about 37,000. The new assem-
blies will write local constitu-
tions to be presented to the voters
on Nov. 3.-

On the same day.a plebisclte
was. held in lower Saxony, which
is part of the Russian zone. The
occupation - authorities reported
that more than three-fourths of
the voters had balloted in favor
of permanently - expropriating

without compensation a large |-

number of industrial plants be-
longing to Nazis and war crim-
inals.

Soviet Union

There is & shortage of indus-
trial labor in the Soviet Union,
government officials - reported
last week. It is planhed to train
1,200,000 new workers for indus-
try each year of the current Five-
Year Plan in an effort to bring
the total industrial force to 33,-
500,000 by 1950.

It was also reported this week
that 120,000 Jewish repatriates

have recently arrived in pogrom-.

 tor. Poland from the Soviet Un-

ion, _

addition 42 were injured.

Where does the guilt lie for
this horrible slaughter? The July
7 N. Y. Times, authoritative
mouthpiece of American capital-

*'ism, declares that although the

prewar Jewish population:of 3,z

500,000 in Poland was liquidated

by the Nazis so that only 100,000
are left today, “Yet anti~Semi-
tism in Poland still survived.”
The Times makes no attempt to
explain why this foul prejudice
“survived” nor does it offer any
hope for the Jewish people. -
The July 6 Daily Worker, of-
ficial mouthpiece of the Stalin-
ists in America, attributes the
pogrom to the “fascist banditry
in Poland” but declares that

“The primary responsibility falls

upon our State Department and
the Attlee ‘Government.”

By “our” State Department,
the Stalinists mean Wall Street’s
State Department. The Stalin-
ists argue that their late Allies
in the Second World War “de-
liberately incite these disorders.”

Meanwhile the July 7 ‘Tiimes
reports that the Jews “want only
one thing: to leave Poland.
Streams of Jews, estimated at
over a thousand a week, trek
westward in the hope of finding
a haven in the American and
British zones of Germany or get-
ting to an Italian port and gain-
ing passage across the Mediter-
anean.”

IMMIGRATION STOPPED

It is this terribfe fear among
the Jews—a thoroughly justified
fear as the Kielce pogrom dem-
onstrates—that is at the bottom
of the present civil strife in Pal-
estine.
‘ment, working hand in- glove
with Washington, has stopped
immigration there. The Pales-
tinian Jews-are trying to. aid: the

hounded, viectimjized survivors of |
Hitler’s  terror who are still. leftv

in Europe.

The role of the Stahmsts and

of the American zovernment . in-
this situation is especially at-~
rocious. Washington has offered
“to assume technical and finan-
cial responsibility” for the trans-
portation of the Jews—to Pal-
estine! But the gates of Amgrica
are locked fast against these
helpless refugees.

And what mockery are the
crocodile tears of the Stalinists!
The Soviet border is only a few
miles from the scene of the Iatest
pogrom. Yet that border is
sealed just as tightly as the bord-
ers of imperialist America. )

True enough, the Soviet Un-
ion under the brutal Stalinist
dictatorship offers no attraction

even to the pogrom victims. Sig-

nificantly, the trek of a thousand

& week is westward toward the

‘turn: away in terror!
‘OPEN GATES OF U, S.!

For the British govern- |

Nazi Terror Survivors

The terrible plight of the Jewish people in Europe has®

American and British zones of
Germany. The Jews of Poland
believe conditions are better in
the. crowded, famine - stricken
areas once ruled by Hitler than
in the immense land now ruled
by Stalin. What an indictment
of the Kremlin! What an op-
pressive regime that even these
pitiful victims of anti-Semitism

The American workers must
come to the aid of the survivors
of Hitler’s terror. Fight for the
ancient democratic right of asy-
lum. Let the gates of America
be opened wide to the Jews. of
Europe. Truman has promised
them “{ransportation.” Let the

. ships bring them to thls coun-

try! -

| discriminatory practices,”

The NEGRO
STRUGGLE.

and lack of funds.

through an unchecked revival of
the
FEPC's final report admitted.
Since the end of the war, in six
of seven areas studied by the
FEPC, there was “a heavier loss
of jobs by Negro than white
workers and & necessity on the
part of Negro workers to accept
the lowest paid jobs.”

Similarly, Negro and other
minority veterans have greatly
restricted job and training op-
portunities, and there has been
a great increase in discrimina-
tory advertisements in the press.

The FEPC's report recommend-
ed passage of permanent federal
legislation against job discrim-
ination, enforcement of equal
job opportunity policies in the
government and by government
contractors, and collection of
statistics by government agencies
80 that there could be adequate
information about discrimination
in employment.

Significantly, .26 per cent of
complaints received by the FEPC
had been against various govern-
ment agencies. No single industry
in the country today c¢an com-
pete with the government in fos-
tering Jim Crow.

Roosevelt’s executive order 8802
in June 1941. Its primary pur-
pose was not to tackle the prob-
lem of job discrimination but to
prevent the threatened Negro
march on Washington

But it was set up as a war-
time measure only. Which meant

{ that whatever progress was made
-| through it would be threatened

when the war ended, As the com-
mittee’s final report shows, most

lost less tha,n a year after V-J
Day.

As a matter of fact, the effec-
tiveness of the FEPC has been
greatly - exaggerated. - Most in-

from 1941 onward were due not
to the FEPC’s activities, but to
the manpower shortage. Even
the most hardened Jim. Crow
employers abandoned their ‘“jobs
for whites only” policy (tempor-
arily) when they couldn’t hire

{enough white ' workers to meet

their needs.

The chief value of the FEPC,
because of its limited powers,
was in its use as a public forum
through which the facts about
industrial Jim Crow could be
publicized. Even here it was not
always effective, as was shown
last December when the White
House suppressed a directive the

FEPC had voted to issue to the
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The End Of The FEPC

The Fair Employment Practices Committee folded up
at the beginning of this month. It had been in existence for
five years and during most of that time it was largely inef-
fective because of lack of authority to enforce its decisions

“The wartime gains of colored,:
t | Mexican-American and Jewish
f | workers are being dissipated

The FEPC was created by|.

of these gains have already been

créases’ in’~ Négro employment’

“Labor with a white skin
cannot emancipate itself
where labor wuh a black
skin u branded.”

—KarL 'MAu

by CIIARLES JACKSON

&
Capitol Transit Company in
Washington, D. C.

Nevertheless, even its inade-
quate powers were too much for
the taste of the Negro-hating
Congress, which sharply reduced .
the FEPC appropriation a year
ago and permitted it to expire
at the end of last month. ]

Virtually all labor and Negro.
organizations are on record as
favoring the creation of a per-
manent FEPC. But they will have
to get & new Congréss before it
can be done,

Political Action

Just as with. the labor move~
ment, the Negro people are be-
coming ever mbre conscious of
the need for political action if
they are to achieve their aims.
The NAACP convention decision
to “rate” candidates is a reflec-
tion (although a very pale one)
of this trend. ‘

But the NAACP’s decision is
really an evasion. Not because it
will merely“ rate” candidates in-
stead of endorsing them. But bee
cause it will be a continuation -
of the kind of political action —
choosing - between Tweedledum:
and Tweedledee — which has
brought the Negro to his pres-
ent sorry state.

Political action in which Ne-
gro organizations choose be«
tween the ‘“good” and “bad”
candidates of the existing parties
is not any different from poli~
tical action where Negroes as
individuals make such a choice,
What is the advantage of that?

When the Negro masses talk
about “political action ' today,
they have something entirely
different in mind. They are
thinking of a break with the
‘old parties, of a struggle against
1 all kinds of Jim Crow politics.

They are thinking. about co-
operation with the labor move-
ment in a political war to the
death: against all the defenders
of :Jim Crow ‘4nd Judge Lynch
in Washington. They are think-
ing about political action which
will lead to the election of white
and Negro candidates en a pro-
.gram of struggle in defense of the
interests of white and Negro
workers.

That can't be done by supporte
ing the cohorts of Bilbo iIn
both capitalist parties.

What is needed, and what the
Negro masses are thinking about,
is an independent labor party
based on the unions and sup-
ported by the Negro people. Any
other kind of political action
today is company union politics,
Uncle Tom politics — in short,
a snare and a delusion.
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and 6 to 8, Tuesday, Friday.
Fridays, 8 p.m., Open House
and Round Table Discussions.
SAN DIEGO--P. O. Box 857.

San Francisco School of Socjal
Science, 305 Grant Ave., cor-
ner of Grant and Sutter, 4tk
floor; open from 12 noon to
4:30 p.m., daily except Sun-
day. Phone EXbrook 1926.

SEATTLE--Visit our Headquar-
ters, 19191 Second Ave. Open
Saturdays 12 to 5, Sunday
7:30 to 10, Wednesday 7:30
to 10.

Sundays at 7:30, Discussion
on Militant. Wednesdays at
7:30, Class: ‘In Defense of
Marxism.’

ST. LOUIS—Visit our Headquare
ters, 1023 N. Grand Blvd., Rm.,
312, open Monday, Wednesday,
Friday, 7:30 to 9 p.m. Forums
every = Thursday, 8:30 p.m.
Phone Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St. St.
Paul 2, Phone Garfield 1137.
Open daily 2:30-9:30,

TACOMA, Wash, — Meetings
every Wednesday, 8 pm., at
Oddfellows Hall, 6th and Faw-
cett. Discussions on current .
topics. For information, write
P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO — Visit our headquar-
ters and  bookstore at 218
Michigan St. Open Monday
through Friday, 11-to 5.
Saturday, forum 8 p.m. Open
house 9:30 p.m. '

YOUNGSTOWN - Youngstown
School of Social Science, 225
N. Phelps St,. open to public
Tuesday and Saturday after~
noon from 2 to 5; also 7:30 ta
-9:30, Monday to Thursday.

4

SAN FRANCISCO — Visit the
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Drory Of A Steel Worker

Old John Gave All That;;i_._,_.

'rhe brown dust lies ﬂat m the sunlight where,~

Bslf-a yedr ago, our pickets plodded through the

snow. The blast furnaces roar and light up the
night skies, orange

the mills, and narrow-
gauge tugs the glowing
ingots from the open
hearths.

In the early morn-
ing, under the burning
afternoon sun, and in
the cool of the night
the shifts go in and out
of the gate of the steel plant, packing the brown
dust under their feet. The routine of work rolls
aucomatically onward.

But, day by day and- sometimes minute by
mmute there are little things that remind us
of the struggle that we have passed through and
won

When we take our work clothes from the
hooks ‘of our lockers,still wet and rank with the
sweat of yesterday’s heat and toil, we see a bent,
wrmkled old man sweeping up the dust and torn
papers from the - locker room floor. Sometimes
he stops, leaning on his broom, to chatter with

some old buddy of the last thirty years, babbling .

happiiy in his native tongue. .
‘He is'old John, the sweeper of the locker room,

the little old man who has worked so many years -

out ~of his life on the furnaces and on slag
dump .in the bitterest weather (the men say he
“froze his brains” out on the dump), that he is
good . for nothing else .than swabbing out the
toilets and. sweeping the brown dust and papers
from ‘the locker room floor. :

As-a man, I suppose you'd have to admit that
John*s not worth much any more. The unceas-
ing press of toil has bent and warped his body,
orushed from it the vital juices of energy: he

By Theodore Kovalesky

‘bars - stream . through .

moves slowly, almost uncertamly "And the heavy,“ i
grinding mill of factory life has smashed down |’
and pulverized his brain. He isn’t much’ of any-}

thing, and he hasn’t much of anything.

But half a year ago, I muse as I watch old

John pause in his sweeping and laugh foolishly
for-a moment with one of his croniés, hall s
vear ‘ago he stood .with men and gave all that
was-his to give in the common fight.

After we had been out on strike for a week
the Union hall was filled with dirt. Crumpled
fragments ‘of old bulletins, bits of food, and’
layers of dust were strewn about." When some- |
body had a chance or happened to-think of it,
he’d take the broom and brush- the worst spots

but that wasn’t sufficient. The hall became ﬁlthy. i

And then old John came ta our ajd. One of the |
picket captains found him shivering on the| ININE
‘“Japanese-American.Veteran
JFinds Préjudice in Country

picket line and sent him into the office. “I too
old for picket,” he admitted ruefully “Maybe
I work here?”

From that day on, until the end of the strike,
John came every morning and cleaned the hall.
And from time to time through the day he
would walk amorig us clucking his tongue in
disapproval, gathering up the papers and crumbs
that we had-dropped.

I wonder if you can see this as I- do . a8 we
all did during the strike. This. little, bent worn-
out old man whose brain has‘aged: beyond the
rim of maturity and wavered back toward child<"
hood; this little old man with shapeless, thread--
bare clothing and empty pockets, giving his-
waning time and strength. to-the cause of his-
brothers and comrades.

To me it is the embodiment of those glowing
words of the workers struggle: “From each ac-
cording to his abilities.” How good it would be

" if he were to live just long enough to see in this

world the rest of that slogan

. “To each accord-‘
Ing to his needs.”

On Hu Railroads

. A Slgn Of The Tlmes

By Henry Adams—

A, P Whitney’s announcement “that - the:
Protherhood of Railway "Trainmen will affiliate-
thls fall: with either the AFI, or the CIO has
tremendous significance.
Shifting from their tradi-
tionally isolationist policy,
the 270,000 members of
. - the Brotherhood are ex-
' _ pected to-take definite ac~

the convention scheduled
to begin in Miami Beach
on September 16.

In 2 United Press dispatch of June 27, Whit-
ney is quoted as saying: “The day is past when
Yabor ‘can operate successfully on an’fridépend-
erat ‘basis. This is ‘the ‘age of mass prodiction
and the best results can bé obtained by a uni-
fisd front.” Adding that entry of the Brother-
héod into a national organizatioh has beén under
. dlistussion for some 20 years, Whitney points out

that now affiliation sentimént is at its height.
' © Militants in the ranks of thé BRT and other
tsilway unions have been’ urging for years that
the five big brother “line”up-with “the rest
of the labor movemment: But not Whitrey! “Utitil
the récent rail ‘ strike; he had  been perfectly
willing ‘to play a lone hand. Like all of the other
railway labor bureaucrats, Whitney was trying
to’ get: a-better deal for the operating men in-
#tead -of -fighting for the laber movement as a
whole

- The railroad strike - taught' Whitney some
.‘sm;sh lessons about-the “unified’ front” of ‘the
bosses and the government ‘He may have learned

Veterens Problems

tion in. this direction at .

that one ot twp craft umons are in an almost te : jtt
of ~ ‘regents through ‘the real
‘I estate agéncy.

hopeless position when they try to fight this
boss set-up ;

But. it is certain that the’ ranks of the rail-
men have learned this ‘lesson. Pressure : from

within ‘the railroad ‘uniohs: is ‘undoubtedly ‘the |; ed his race discrimination . by

biggest factor in: puslung Whitney on the: road
toward united labor action. A new :leadership
thrown up out of the ranks during the strike
days is demanding a-change from the old line
method of individual action—of getting favors
by ignoring or-selling -out other -workers.

Their mood finds expression in such moves as:
a resolution sent out by the acting strike com-
mittee of the BRT and the Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Engineers inIndianapolis. It was. an
attack upon Robertson (president of the Brother-
hood of- Locomotlve Firemen :and -Enginemen)
“for his scathing and vicious denunciation of
Whitney and Johnston for daring to defy the
vicious "doctrine 'that government. can enslave
men through law and executive order contrary
to_the Bill of Rights.”

i Thls. resolution WaS. sent to,all General Chair-
men, -egislative- representatives:-and lodge offic-
ers of their respective organizations Significant-
1y, they urged them 'to enlist the support of all
AFL and CIO locals “in causing Fascist-minded
Davey Robertson to. be removed. ‘as ‘8 menace
to the American labor movement.”

Such rank and file. sentiments represent the
handwriting-on the wall for. railway union. bur-

~ eaucrats. Whitneys conversion is a sign’ of thej

times' - \ i

G

I\/eterans Turn

‘ Nowhere ‘has-there ever been assembled such
‘s-barrage of ‘capitalist lies as we met constantly
gk the carmy.

+ I recall the first time we" gathered together'

$6° become initiated into the wondérful sport
of close-order driil'“ The old army- Sergeant -in

p-the attitude -6f  the War
Departmont to the GI:#You ‘boys afe in ‘the
army-now. - I don’t know who did the thinking

for you before but we’ll do it now. When we

‘want you to'do any thinking, we’ll put bars and
stripes on you and pay you to think.” That
wes -step number one. A man’s head in the
army -was intended by the brass to serve solely
as-a support for his steel helmet.

.. The next step in preparing us to be good sol-
diers ‘was the weekly orientations that some
OCS-educated Lieutenant would furnish. I used
%o feel sorry for these shavetails as they tried,
very -unsuccessfully, to_convince us that we were
fighting for a just cause. .

; The brass also had a paper that was supposed
¥o-give these overworked 2nd Lieutenants a hand
in *orienting the-EM. -Anyone that took this
paper, the Stars and Stripes, seribusly, was sure
$hat every casualty every piece of defective
equipment every cold K-Ration meal we had to

To The Labor Movemeni

= By Alvin Royce

thrive on, was the fault of some striking worker

With the average soldier fed this bull for three.
long years or more without access to any other.
source “of information, Wall ‘Street was quite:
sure it could hire scabs by ‘the millions right out
of the discharge centers But Wall Street was
sadiy mistaken. - oo

- Bverybne KHiows- the heroic role that the v
erans. played in tighting side by side with his’
union brother in-this last’ wave of strikes +The
veterans were the very backbone of’ these great
victories.

Now Elmo Roper, Fortune’s expert on publie
opinion polls, has notified the readers ‘of this
dollar magazine that the trend of opinion among

movement. The latest poll showed that veterans
showed sympathy as follows: 43.2 per cent. for
labor, 40.5 per cent for management 16.3 per
cent uncertain

. One thmg is clear trom ‘this poll above any-
thing else. The “moneybags are ‘now. con-
vxnced that the- veterans are moving closer- to
the workers.” I'm sure that ne " veteran that
reads thisicolumn‘is going . to disappoint them
on .that score. - . . / :

Gov Dewey And Freep‘ort Case

BszllMorgan‘ s s

veterans Charles had left a widow and two-

'Elections are-coming!. Election time! A time

for magic and capitalist promises. Speeches full °

of promises. Promises as round and tempting a¥
‘ ‘piecrusts. Big, thick and "attractive promises.
‘Election time! ‘A -time when .boss politicians
whitewash their sing with promises. A trme when
every political faker can. turn.a new leaf —
with promises! -

Last February -- six months ago — four Ne-
gro - brothers named Charles, Alfonso, - Joseph
and Richard Ferguson were . stood against  a
‘wallin Freeport, N. Y. and shot down like vic-
“1ims ot Nazi terror. Charles and’ Alfonso: died
with bullets in their heads. Joseph was severely
wounded and lay six hours waiting for -an am-
“pulance. Richard was dragged off to the Free-
sort jail, subjected to 'a “irial”. and sentenced

* o pay $100 or serve 100 days in a:cage.

A storm of widespread: public protest :raged
‘ovér -this shocking: case of -Lynch Law.in. New
York State. Mass meetings, demonstrations, peti-

"tiohs, publicity intheworking class and Negro -
press all demanded that an investigation be _ .
‘made and that the murderer ‘and-his poiitica] v

machine be removed from office.

Charles; Joseph and Richard- Ferguson were . .

ant

: | ;the Universxty

o I

eratlon | Dixie
Crow Campa

RVC Plckets

| Realtors Who
Bar Nisei Vet

_By. Nora Scott
7. (Special to ‘The Militant)
' MINNEAPOLIS, July 6 —

He Pought For” states a sign

‘carried by picketing members. of

the " University - of ‘Minhesota
chapter of the American Ve
terans Committee.

‘Members - of the AVC. since
Saturday, June 29, have -been
picketing the offices of Dicken-
son’ & Gillespie, Inc., real estate
agency, in. protest against ex-
clusion -of a. Nisei  veteran from
a housing - development planned
for 50 campus. veterans in Min-
neapolis

: <The’ Nisei veteran, Jon Mat-

suo, ‘and. his - wife, Ruth, were ||

told - by the agency that their
lot at the Oakhill project would

have -to be plotted outside the|

area which was being sold fo 49

.| other ‘ veterans. Jon Matsuo is
“"Istill on'duty in the armed forces
of the United States s
Attempts are beéing made to
:}}suppress the: growing publicity
by red-baiting and pressure on
of _Minnesota

&

“‘GENERAL PATTERN”

“"Fhe real ‘estate agent, defend-

pomting out. that “other realtors

:do the same thing” and that he
is “merely following the general
 pattern.”

He added that Natio-
nal banks and trust companies,
Federal Savings and Loan asso-
ciations - all_ deal "in “réstrictive
real ‘estate - practices, masmuch
as  theywoffer larger. loansg on
“restricted” property.

A number of . working - class,
Negro, Jewish-and other groups
have 'pledged . support to the
veterans in halting race restric-
tions on the Oakhill project and
fighting - restrictive covenants
geherally. i

Unity Slate Wins |
Nine Posts At
Inland Steel

(Speczall to Th.e Mtlttant)
INDIANA HARBOR, Ind,,

: July 2—Nine out of the 12

candidates of the Unity
Ticket, who campaigned on

|a sliding scale of wages program, |

were elected on June .27 to the
executive boatd of ‘Inland Steel
Liocal 1010, third largest local in
the - CIO Steelworkers - Union.
This local union election was
one of’ the ‘most spirxted ever held

|in ‘this’ region

“:or the old leadership, only
ohn Sargent edged into office.
He was. elected president by a

'»bare ‘majority * of 16 votes over
'Manuel'I‘r
/| Unity - Ti€ et

vich who headed the
Two additional
Sargent’ - slate

members of

j'squeezed throtigh for guard and
'journal agent posts
the veterans is toward' the support of the labor |

“The key point in the program
of the Unity Ticket was the pro-
posal for the sliding ' scale " of

wages to meet the rising cost of
living, Sargent - and his -ticket.

clung to the moth-eaten Stalinist
wage ‘program which *advocates
“fighting” 'for a “good” OPA.

" Sargent was hot as discredited
as other members of -his slate,
which was backed by the Stal-
inists: He had ‘been away in the
armed. forces. ‘during .the period
of the war when the Stalinists
were  going  sll-out - in .their

|'strike~-breaking . policy. However
{his' running. mate: Nick Migas,
‘|'wartime president, was decrsive- ;
1y defeated for F‘inancial Secre-

' lary.

children The fourth brother Alfonso;,” was-a
civilian - only because of a: physical disability
The officials of the Army and ‘Navy were forced
to investigate. Official boards of : the serv‘ices
exonerated. Joseph Ferguson. The Army offi-
cially declared Charles had died in the line of

duty. Even . the reactionary pelitical machine in | it
hg,

Nassau County -backtracked and after reversing

" the charges against Richard repaid : the $100

fine.

“But all efforts to indict the “policeman for
murder and remove the  criminal politicians
from.office were heard with a deaf ear by State

- officials — including Governor Dewey. He -even
refused to meet with delegations sent to demand-

action on the case.

: But how -it " s July. 'l‘he eiection campaign'
i ‘has begun in New York State .The . Ferguson
" case continues to live in the mmds of the workers

-and: Negro ‘people -of - New- York. The murderer
‘and his friends are still at large. Justice is de-
manded.. So,. now, six _fhonths later, Governor
Dewey has ordered ah--“investigation’”! Here
ocome. the promises! Here comes the whitewash!

CANDIDATES ELECTED ‘

Candidates of the Unlty Tick-
et ‘who- were “elected “are. Peter
‘Calacei,’ vice ‘préstdent; George
Sopko, recording secretary; Tom
Conway, - financial = 'secretary;
Mike Greslo, treasurer; Earl
guide; ' Thomas Surovek,
outer guard; Archie Breen, trus-

1tee; Don ‘Lutes, - trustee; - Glenn
Cramer, compensation commit- |
tee,- Jerry Ford' and” Harry Mc- |

Coy, of Sargent’s: slate, were
elected. inner ‘guard and journal
agent respectively. ‘

¢ Approxxmately 50. per cent of
‘the Local 1010 membership voted.
‘Balloting took place in a-special-
1y erected buildmg near ‘the plant
gates :

“The' defeated groupmg around
Sargent had held the Ieadership

of the ‘Jocal’ and a majotity of

the executive board for the past
i’our years.

‘ed in a pile of dry grass on which

'midnight on June 25. John Bo-

| employes “-of - :the -

almost _as high as a year ago,
counters bare.

What Meat SOrtage?

While workers’ famifiés suffered a meast‘-famine imposed
" by. the. profiteering packing. trust, this picture was'taken of
- a loaded cold storage plant. Meat in cold storage was reported

though housewwes found the

Anti-Ne ro Vandals Contmue
T error In Chicago Dlstmt

By Robert L. Btrchman

) (Speczal to The Militant). o
CHICAGO J’uly 4—Negro hatmg terrorists struck twice

on the South'Side in the:past

- A second “attempt ‘was made®
to destroy the home of Mis.
GraceHardy, 315 West Garfield
Blvd., despite the fact that the
property was bemg guarded by
8 policeman,

. Mrs.-Hardy, a; W1dow has been
in the hospital-since May. 1, when
white arsonists seeking ‘to drive
her from her home in a “white”
neighborhood hurled an incen-
diary bomb through her: kitchen
window. The Socialist. Workers
Party here " exposed. the . facts
which 'local authorities tried to
conceal

Last Sunday mght anti'Ne-
gro .vandals also set fire to the
garage in the rear of the home
of Dr. Eugene Cooper, 7200 Eber-
hart Avenue. The'fire was start-

gasoline had been poured.. .
..'The .second. attempt  on Mrs.
Hardy’s. . home happened ' near

gan, patrolman-on. duty, heard
a noise in the rear -of the house.
Upon. - investigation, he saw a
white youth ranning away. Al-

San Franclsco
AFL, CI0 Carmen
Ilmte In Strlke

(Special to The leztant)

SAN FRANCISCO July 3-——
After a stirring demonstra—
tion of lsolidarity in their
four-day street-car strike,
both AFL and CIO carmen here
voted today to return to work
at midnight on the basis of ‘a
compromise settlement,.

Platform men will receive $1.10
per’ hour and bus drivers, ‘$1;15.
This is 15’ cents less’ than ‘the
scale demanded. However, if ‘the
voters at the: November elections
approve a’ ‘special’ amendment to
grant the strikers” déemands, they
will be paid retroactively to July
1

The strike began 12:01 a. m on
June 30 when - the mumcipally-
owned &treet-car - system ‘Was
completely halted-" as / carmen
brought - their catrs ‘to the bains
and -joined quickly formed pick-
&t lines around ‘the buildings,

3,000 members of the AFL
‘Carmens  Union * D1v1smn 1380
‘and ‘CIO Transport Workers Un-
jon Local 250 joined in- striking
for ideritical ' démands; -$1.25 ' an
hour:for conductors: and. motor-
men .and: $1.30 :for- bus :drivers.
They were: joined -by: the  AFL:
Independent:
‘California. Cable Car Company.’|
= The - AFL - workers  .were; the|
first: to: vote for -strike.. When
their intention: to-strike: was-an-
‘nounced, the CIO union at-a spe-:
cial membership meeting voted:
‘to observe all picket lines.and to.
press for similar demands.

-Despite a. strikebreaking. pro-
paganda campaign of the boss'
press. and. “city . fathers,” the’
overwhelming majority of work-
ers in this union town supported
the strikers.

CIO,and AFL stnkers began
attending ‘each -other’s meetings.
This ‘was opposed by AFL lead-
ers. Byt on the demand ot the

AFL rank and file, official joint

week.

though. he‘ called the youth to
halt and then fired two warn-
ing shots into the air, the ar-
sonist escaped. The fire depart-
ment was called and extinguished

‘a fire of oily rags and paper on

the back porch before much dam-
dge resulted. )

‘Another attack on the Cooper
home was made by a gang of
young white hoodlums at 9:30
Monday night, while two police-
men were “guarding” the house.
They were watched by a crowd
of an estimated two thousand
white adults gathered together
by Jim-Crow elements trying to
force the Cooper family to move
from the “all-white” Park Manor
neighborhood. They had spread
the rumor that Mrs. Cooper had
“burned the -garage hetself to
get. police' protection” and that
Negroes were planning to match
on the neighborhood.’
.According to an obviously pre-
arranged plan, the street:lights
were put out. Giant firecrackers
and' stones were thrown at the
house, breaking four windows.
Despite the fact that 20 squad
cars had been called to the scene,

no arrests . were made Investi-
‘gations made in the' neighbot-
‘hood the following night by the

Socialist. Workers Party revealed
that police. ‘are  very friendly
with the white residents and in-
clined to “look the other way.”

Henry McGes, newly-elected
president of the Chicago branch
of the National Association for
the .Advancement of Colored
People, has announced that:
“Together with the Chicago In-
dustrial - Union' Council, CIO,
the Chicago Urban League, the
Socialist - Workers Party, the
Council Against Racial and Re-
ligious Discrimination, American
Civil Liberties Union and the
American: Council on Race Re-
lations we are launching a-con-
ference to  Combat Terrorism
Against Minority: Groups in
Chicago.” - The - conference, to
which all labor and progressive
groups ‘are - invited, is scheduled
for July 17.

Ship Committee
Urges Conference

< The shlps commlttee of the
SS Argentina, in a resolution
pubhshed by.the June 28 Pilot,
organ of the CIO National Mari-
time. Union, called. on the NMU
to join in the calling of a nation-
al . united. ‘1abor- conference to
fight the anti- labor forces of Big
Business dnd its: government

.In - their - resolution, the SS
Argentma .crew . _representatives
endorse the. proposal of the CIO

a joint national conference of
the CIO,. AFL and Railroad
Brotherhoods.. "

They urge -that this confer-
ence have the. broadest repre-
sentation from 'the union ranks
and that it “be composed of dele-
gates from ships, factories, coun-
cils, districts and areas meeting
in .a giant labor conference to
set up a strong organization that
will 'smash back any further at-
tempts of hig business and gov-
ernment 'to push through laws

.meetlngs were then held.”

detrimental ° to labor.”

ign

United Auto Workers leaders for |

Foryes

®

gains.

One week after the Southern
campaign was officially launch-
ed, Van A, Bittner, the campaign
director and CIO Steelworkers
vice president, announced on
June 13 that “real progress is be-
ing made.”

This was substantiated by, the
report of NLRB elections from
the start of the drive. Eleven elec-
tions had already been won by
CIO unions in lumber, steel and
textiles,at plants throughout the
Southern area, which includes
12 states from Virginia to Flor-
ida and west to Texas.

INDICATES TREND

.These, of course, are only a
drop in the bucket ¢compared to
the million or more industrial
workers waiting to be organized.
‘But, with further evidence re-
ported since, it indicates the
trend.

Despite the campaign of the
‘employers to use race prejudice
and Jim-Crow restrictions to di-
vide the white and Negro work-
ers, the receptivity of the work-
ers to unionism is being acknow-
ledged even by the Big Business
press.

“Opposition to unlomzatlon is
notably less than it has been in
the past in the South,” states
Harold B. Hinton, Nashville,
Tenn., corespondent, in the N, Y.
Times, June 30. “There was a
time when the labor organizer’s
quickest enemy was the worker
himself, who had been: taught to

|look on him as a Yankee inter-

loper.”

This means that the workers,
kept down by violence, intimida-
tion and systematic anti-union
propaganda, have become so
eager for unionism that the em-
ployers’ methods for halting un-
ionization are no longer so ef-
fective. -

Actually, as the records of the
NLRB show, lnionization of the
South is not just starting. Peti-
tions for union representation
elections have tripled since De-
cember,

Industrialization of the South
has proceeded ever.since World
War I. It was accelerated during
World War II. But the Southern
unionization drive was held -back
for six years because of the war-
time policies of the union leaders.
Organization of the South meant
a struggle, which the union lead-
ers opposed in line with their
no-strike pledge and collabora-
tion with the government war
machine. ) )

STRIKE IMPETUS

The great strike wave and wage
victories of the CIO last winter
and spring has given a power-
ful impetus to the organization
of Southern workers. Birming-
ham and Atlanta steel workers,

Forwar‘ '

Reports from the South, both from union and ‘capitalist
press sources, indicate that the CIO’s million-dollar “Op=
eration Dixie” to organize the exploited Southern worker.i
is making slow but sure¥—

organized sol1dly participated in
the strikes and shared in th
181 cents increase. - -

There are more -than 500 oud"
textile workers to be orgahized
in the South. Two recent “test
cases” - indicate that the CIO
can do the job.

At ‘Rock Hill, South Carolina.
last month . the CIO .Textile
Workers won a nine-month
strike at the Industrial Cotton
Mills Co., which had refused: a.
maintenance of membership con~
tract. The workers have held out
in another nine-month strike at
the Athens Manufacturing Co,
Athens, Ga., = .

The drive will not be all straw-
berries and cream. It will'* be{’
tough and-has barely commenced“
Ku Klux Klan terrorists have: bea
gun to rear their heads. Negr(f

unionists - have - beeni beaten;.
White : organizers:- have been
threatened.

But ‘the tide-is w1th the - CIQ,
Its organization of the Souths,
ern workers, Negro and. white;
will lead, in many respects, to 3
veritable revolution in the bac'k
ward social, economic and polis;
tical relationships 1n the Southg;

Mack Local 677
Supports Labor -
Unity Conference

(Speczal to The leztant)

ALLENTOWN, Pa., “July .8,
—CIO United Autd Workers
Local 677, representmg the
Mack Truck workers here, af
its  last ‘'membership - meeting
adopted a resolution in support
of 8 National United Labor Con-
terence of all unions and to ihi-
tiate s joint action -conferénce *
of local labor Organi'zations .

The resolution endorses tHe
proposal for a “Nationai Labor
Conference of ‘all unions ‘C10,
AFL and Railroad Brotherhoods.
to formulate and carry through*
a program of united action ‘oh
the pressing political and ‘social
problems facing labor today.”
~“The ' scope’ of the problems
facing organized labor” today de-
mand that natlon-vnde, rather
than local, action be taken,” says
the resolution. &

It says “present. price control
methods have proven compietely
ineffective in maintainmg a rea-

{ sonable . price structure and ‘are

thereby wiping out the gains. for
which organized. labor has. so
bitterly fought S (3 also scores
Truman and Congress as . “in=
creasmgly reactionary in the ad-

vocating, ot restrictive. labor leg-
islation.”

CHICAGO, July 5— Orga-~
nized mass action to halt
evictions, put evicted fami-
lies back into their homes
and withhold rents until rent in-
creases are withdrawn, is being
increasingly discussed in workers’
districts here, especially in the
South Side “black ghetto” where
the Negro people are segegrated
under the worst housing condi-
tions and pay relatively highest
rentals.

The situation facing the low-
income earners, with thousands
of eviction notices issued nd
rents soaring phenominally,
been dramatized by the case of
Jeff Milton, 34-year-old Negro
laborer,

Mr. Milton and his wife Emma,
with their 19 month old baby,
have set up housekeepmg out-
side the La Salle St. entrance
of the City Hall in Chicago. They
had been evicted from their tiny
two-room apartment, for follow-
ing OPA advice and refusing to
pay the extortionate rent : the
landlord demanded.

NEIGHBORS HELP,

A week before the eviction, a
notice had been served them and
their furniture was moved into
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the street. Indignant, neighbors,
both white and colored, bandeci
together and moved their fumi«
ture back into :the apartment
that same day.

The Miltons were then sume
moned to court, but as :it m
proved that they .had had - no
hand in moving the. furnituro
back, the case was dismissed. -

There was ho: more troublo,
until a week later; when, with<
out an eviction order, their furnis
ture was again moved into the
street. Before aroused' neighbory
could move the furniture baely
as they had intended to do again,
new tenants movednn
ily with the aid of their neigh-
bors, who had by this time forme
ed a Jeff Milton Tenants Come
mittee, moved their furniture and
all their belongings to the City
Hall. Mrs. Milton, an' expectant
mother, was taken to the hospig-
tal suffering from’ sl'iock B

COSTLY FIRETRAP

--Upon investigation:the aparti-
ment in . the near-north-« side
slum belt, one of the worst in *
Chicago, was found to be’in dire
need of repair- and decorating
There was no hot water and ‘no
bath tub. The building, an old ,
three-story red-brick * structure,
is: a  veritable. iiretrap with ne
fire escapes.

The landlord boosted the rem

‘| from $6 to $12 a week. And,” in

addition, the - apartmeént was
shared w1th another tenant, pay-
ing $9 a week, making a total
of $91 per month.

The case of this family,_ has
brought joint protests by several
tenants’ and civic organizations,
which are. beginhing :to work to-
gether for the purpose of -com-
bating profit - hungry: landlords

whocegreedknomnobounds.
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