'3 Years After
- Stalin’s Murder
Of Leon Trotsky

An Editorial

Three years ago on August 21, 1940 Leon Trotsky was mur-
dered by a hireling of Stalin’s GPU. Stalin prepared this murder
* through his Moscow frameup trials which were especially de-
signed to portray Trotsky — Lenin’s collaborator, the leader of
the October insurrection, co- founder of the Soviet state .and
organizer of the,Red Army — as an enemy of the Soviet Union,
a wrecker, saboteur, agent of fascism, etc.
Neither slander, exile, persecution nor the murder of his co-
thinkers, secretaries and children could silence this great fighter
~who stood out as the authentic representative of the revolution-
atry struggle of the world working class against capitalism.
When the second imperialist war broke out Stalin, then al-
lied with Hitler, became fearful of the catastrophic convulsions
 and_revolutions ahead. The Kremlin gang feared that the mass-
“es, in their search for leadership, would turn to the one Marxist
leader who had always told them the truth and pointed out the
correct road in the struggle for world socialism. In particular
Stalin feared that the Soviet workers and soldiers would demand
the return of the‘exiled leader of the Red Army. That is why
‘Stalin, who had already executed the Bolshevik Old Guard, be-
* ‘headed the Red Army General Staff and decimated the younger
generation of communists in the USSR, crowned his crimes by
the assassination of Trotsky.

“He thereby rendered the greatest service to world 1mper1al—
ism. The capitalist class, fascists and “democrats” alike, feared
TFrotsky even after he had been deprived.of all official posts,
even when he lived alone in exile and had but a small follow-
ingthroughout the world. They feared the influence of his idea$
and his popularity with the masses even though the revolutionary
tide had'ebbed, fascism was ascendant, and reaction appeared all-
powerful. They hounded him from country to country.

During those’ years of reaction Trotsky conducted the most
persevering struggle in defense of revolutionary socialism. To
Trotsky and the Russian Left Opposition goes the credit for ini-
tiating the program of industrialization and the Five Year Plan
which enabled the Soviet Union to resist Hitler's assault. He
organized the fight against the Stalinist betrayal of Bolshevism
and against”the extension of its influence into the world labor
movement.- He branded every backslider from the revolution and
every énemy of the working class. He strove to maintain the
continuity of Marxist theory and traditions and methods.

To keep the Bolshevik vanguard from being overwhelmed

by world reaction, to preserve the clarity of revolutionary ideas
and to build the cadres of the future mass revolutionary parties
—these were Trotsky's main aims in his latter years. He car-
ried out these Herculean tasks amidst the most perilous personal
circumstances and adverse political conditions. The struggle he
led culminated in the creation of the Fourth International, World
Party of the Socialist -Revolution.
' The Fourth- International was Trotsky’s supreme contrib-
ution to'the coming world revolution. Trotsky showed how out
of this second world war would issue the second wave of proletar-
ian revolutions. The movement he built was. the only voice that
rose-above the clash of the 1mper1allst camps. Like: Lenin’ dur-
ing the first world war, Trotsky spoke to and for all the oppressed
and exploited toilers.

"Stalin knew -this.: “The imperialists -knew this.. What they
dreaded, Trotsky heralded and prepared for. On August 25,
1939 Hitler and the French ambassader Coulondre held their last
interview before. the beginning of hostilities. “Hltler .sputters,
boasts of the pact which he concluded with Stalin (‘a realistic

"pact’) and ‘regrets’ that German and French blood will be
spilled. ‘ . ;

~ “‘But, Coulondre objects, ‘Stalin displayed great double-
dealing.. The real victor (in case of war) will be Trotsky Have

you thought this over?” ”
‘ (Continued

on paze -.)
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All of Eastern
Front Shaken by
Red Army Drives

By John G. Wright

The Red Army is scoring one
smashing victory after another.
It crushed the Nazi summer of-
fensive and then immediately
passed to a counter-offensive on

a front of several hundred miles.
These are in themselves major
successes. But the Red Army has
achieved far more. Its offensive
continues to roll with great
power.

By the capture of the key mlh-
tary stronghold of Orel, held by
the Germans for more than 22
months, the Red Army now
threatens directly not only Bry-
ansk and Smolensk but the Nazi
positions along the entire central
and northern fronts. By the cap-
ture of Belgorod the Soviet troops
are now in position to outflank
not . only Kharkov but also the
Donbas area and all of the Uk-
raine with its vast mineral and
agricultural resources.

- This is the first time that the
Red Army has shown itself capa-
ble of taking the offensive in sum-
mertime. In fact, this is the first

time in the second world war that |

the German military machme'has
suffered a -series:of .such crysh-

ing blows under conditions in |

which it has previously demon-
strated its overwhelming super-
iority. It has come as another
shock to Berlin. Nor are London
and Washington less surprised.
The Red Army has shattered mil-
itary precedents in much the same
way that the peace-time Soviet
achievements under the Five-
Year Plans had surpassed all
previous tempos of economic de-
velopment.

No other army could have ac-
complished the feats of the Red

(Contmued on page 3)

Mlchlgan CIO Condemns
Kelly Postal Conviction

Calls On Affiliated Locals to Give Defense Committee Full
Moral and Financial Support in Efforts to Free Union Leader

‘The Michigan State CIO, representmg 700,000 auto and other indus-

trial workers, has. gone on record as

“condemning the conviction of Kelly Pos-

tal” and has called on its affiliated locals to give “all possible moral and finan-
cial aid to the Civil Rights Defense Committee in its campaign to free Kelly
Postal.” It also voted to send a copy of its resolution to the Governor of Min-
nesota, who is being petitioned to grant a pardon to Postal, a union leader
‘serving a five year sentence in jail because of his devotion to trade union

“democracy.

The resolution on Kelly Postal was first introduced at the recent state con-
vention of the CIO and has ]ust been made public by the newly elected State

Executive Board. The full
text, as printed in the
August 6 issue of the
Michigan CIO News, reads
as follows:

!

WHHREAS: Kelly Postal,
Secretary-Treasurer of the Min-
rieapolis~ Teamsters Local 544-
CIO, and a militant and honorable
member of the trade union move-
ment for thirty years, was con-
victed of embezzlement in the
Hennepin County Court of Min-
\nesota on May 1, 1942, this con-
viction being affirmed by the
Supreme Court of Minnesota on
June 18, 1943, and -

WHEREAS: The sole charge
against Kelly Postal was that as
Secretary-Treasurer of his local,
he obeyed the unanimous vote of
the membership to transfer the
funds of the local out of the AFL
into the CIO, when Local 544

decided. by democratic vote to.

_ disaffiliate from the AFL and ]om
the CIO, and

~ WHEREAS: The funds under
question were  the property of

{

)

Local 544, since all per capita
taxes had been paid to the In-
ternational, and

WHEREAS: Kelly Postal was
never accused of misusing these
funds personally, the charge of
embezzlement being a frameup
instigated by Daniel J. Tobin,
President of the AFL Teamsters
International, in retaliation for
 the leading role played by Postal
'in the struggle of Local 544
against the dictatorial policies of
Tobin and the International, and

WHEREAS: The conviction of
Kelly Postal violates and jeo-
pardizes the democratic rights of
trade union members to decide for
themselves the disposition of
their funds, and endangers trade
union democracy: fully as much
as the numerous anti-labor laws
now being rushed through Con-
gress and state legislatures, such
as the Smith-Connally Bill, and

WHEREAS: Kelly Postal,
though previously acquitted of
the same charge, based on the
same evidence, is ‘now serving a
prison sentence up to- ﬁve years,

and

WHEREAS: The Civil Rights
Defense Committee, the authoriz-
ed representative of Kelly
Postal’s defense, now for-
mulating plans in its further
efforts to free Postal from his
prison sentence,

THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED: THAT: This conven-
tion of the Michigan CIO go on
record in condemning the convic-
tion of Kelly Postal, and in sup-
port of the efforts. made in his
behalf by the Civil Rights De-
fense Committee to free him, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
To recommend to all local unions
affiliated to the Michigan CIO
that they give all possible moral
and financial aid to the Civil
Rights Defense Committee in its
campaign to free Kelly Postal and
clear him of the unjust charges

is

.levelled against him, and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED:
That copies of this resolution be
sent to the Governor of Min-
nesota, to Attorney General
Biddle, to Philip Murray, Presi-
dent of the CIO, and to the press.

Anti-War Demonstration inM ilan o

The above picture shows a huge antl-war demonstratlon bemg held in - Plaza

* Domo in ‘Milan shortly after ‘the fall of Mussollm
most “of ‘the ‘other:industrial” eltles of Italy as the masses catié ot iiito the stréets

The same ‘scene was repeated in

to voice their demand for peace. In'a number of instances:the’ troops disobeyed orders
to shoot at. demonstratmns of this kind because the anti-war demands being -raised

by the masses voice their own. sentlments.

; Sw1tzerland via London)

(Federated Pictures radiophoto : from

AFL Heads
Little Steel

Stl" Back
Formula

Thé AFL Executive Council, meeting in Chlcago on August

9, issued a statement reiterating its support of ‘Rooseveélt’s “sta-
bilization program.” This declaration, adopted unanimously by

the Counc1l members, states in part:
“The Executive Council is convinced that.the economic
stabilization program has worked thus far in ‘only one .direc-

tion — and that is to freeze wages. We were promised that the

cost of living would be stabilized along with wages. This promise

has not been kept. . . The Exe-®

cutive Council is convinced that

pressure for wages will relax as
soon as prices are rolled:back
all along the line. By the same

token, unless prices are cut back-

to Szptember 1942 levels, labor
will have no other recourse but to
insist upon an up-to-date revision
of the Little Steel formula by
the War Labor Board.”

The very day on which the
AFL bureaucrats mouthed these
phrases about a .price rollback,
the government again brazenly
declared that it was well satisfied
with the present situation.

William H. Davis, chairman of
the War Labor Board, declared on
August 9 in a formal opinion
rejecting any wage increase for
over one million shipyard work-
ers that the economic stabilization

policy has been “remarkably
successful.” His statement con-
tinued: “If we leave out, for the

moment, the increase in the price
of food, we find that the total in-
crease in the average, cost of all
other items which go into the
cost of living index, remained
remarkably stable.” Davis ad-
mitted that food costs have got
out of line, but still, according to

him, that was no grounds for
discontinuing the Little Steel
formula. - : :

According to Davis, food costs|

rose 21% between January 1941
and May 1942. Actually, as -every
worker is aware, these figures are
far too low. Even pussyfooting
Green admitted to the Detroit
convention of the Rallway Main-
tenance Men that food prices have
risen .in the last year between 50
and 200%. °

Last month the Mine Workers
Journal revealed that administra-
tion spokesmen had promised
members of Congress that
if they would uphold Roosevelt’s
veto on the Credit Commodlty
Corporation. bill, ‘no .additional
prices would be rolled back .or
even subsidized. There is certain-

1y no question but that Roosevelt
has kept- this promise. )
As a matter of fact, every
informed ‘person 'is mnow aware
that the rollback program’ is
mnothing but an empty promise in-
tended to hypnotize the’ workers
into humbly accepting wage-freez-
ing while the, corporations. are
maklng billions out of war profits
and skyrocketing war inflation.
Can - it be . that the AFL
bureaucrats are so ignorant that
they are not aware of these facts?
No, that ‘is not :the c¢ase. These

| buréaucrats are as much in need

of the rollback farce as Roosevelt
himself.  The AFL council -state-
ment represents but another step
in the -cowardly sell out program
of the labor bureaucracy.

Dunne to Speak
At N. Y. Trotsky
Memorial Meeting

Vincent R. Dunne, National La-
bor Secretary of the Socialist
Workers Party, will' be the
featured speaker at the Trotsky
Memorial . meeting to be held by
the New. York Local of the
Socialist ' Workers Party on Sun-
day -evening, August 22. The
meeting will be held in the main
ballroom at Irving Plaza, 15th
Street and Irving Place. . ;

Comrade- Dunne will discuss

.the life-work and ideas of Trotsky

in the light of the tremendous
events which: have occurred since

 this matyred leader of the social-

ist revolutionary ‘movement was
murdered by one of Stalin’s GPU
agents three years ago. He will
devote particular attention to the’

| anti-war -and - anti-capitalist ac-

tions of the Italian masses as the
most powerful confirmation of the
correctness of Trotsky’s program

and perspectives; and explain the

f

AMGOT Keeps
| Fascist Officials
In Sicily Posts

By Anthony Massini

There is.a marked contrast be-
tween the attitude of the Italian
masses toward the fascists and
the attitude of the Allied leaders
toward the fascists.

The Italian masses demonstrated
their  attitude by. huge demon-
strations in the streets, by attacks
on fascist headouarters and homes
of fascist leaders, by strikes -in
the industrial centers — all iof
which  raised the wunequivocal
demand: “Drive the fascists out
of every post in Italy"’

While promising that the top
fascist officials would be punish-
ed,  the Allied leaders demon-
strated their attitude by repudiat-
ing. any criticism of the close
collaborators of the fascists—
Badoglio and Victor Emmanuel
among others—and by ordering

'the great majority of the fascists
-to remain at their posts in Sicily.

It is generally recognized that
the policy of the Allied Military
Government of Occupied Terri-
tories (AMGOT) in Sicily is in-

| tended to serve as the pattern for

all of Europe. A brief survey of
AMGOT’S activities in Sicily thus
far will indicate what its plans
are for the rest of Italy and Ger-
many. ’

HOW AMGOT WORKS

The first proclamation of the
Allied military governor of Sicily,
Ceneral Alexander, on July 18, a

week before. the fall of Mus-
solini, ordered the dissolution of
the fascist party, but took a far
different approach to most of the
fascists:

~ “All administrative and ]lldlClal
officials. of provinces and com-
munities and 'all other govern-
ment and municipal functionaries
and employes, and all officers and
employes of state, municipal or
other public services except such

(Cnntinued on page 2)

significance  of the Trotskyist
ideas of the revolutionary strug-
gle for socialism with regard to

‘the problems now confronting the

American workers.
The meeting is scheduled for

8 P M.

‘| “Military police,”

TRATION

PRICE: FIVE CENTS

By E. R.

cabinet session. on August

trary to the national inter-
ests”” and extending cen-
sorship to an extent un-
precedented even under
Mussolini, As a result lit-
tle news of the latest de-

velopments has leaked out

| of Ttaly.
But a UP dlspatch from Berne]

reports that on August 6 thou-
sands of industrial workers were
still refusing to return to work.
v the -dispatch
says; “immediately started round-
ing up these- workers, arresting
those who: refused to return - to
their, war jobs.”

HOW MASSES REACT

Qn August 7 the government,
trying to maintain the policy of

®

Badoglio Government lssues
New Repressive Regulatlons.l

Tries to Rule As Mussolini Did, But Does
Not Have Power Or Strength of Fascnsm

Frank

‘The Badoglio government held an extraordinary

5, after the Allies had re<

sumed active hostilities and had bombed several cities -
in northern Italy. When it became clear to the Ital- ~
ian masses that the cabinet had not acceded to their
demand for an immediate end to the war, their revolt
flared up again in a new series of demonstrations and
strikes against the government.

- A sign of the ferment within Italy was the adop-
tion by the cabinet meeting of the harshest decrees
muzzling the press, ordering the confiscation of all
| published material “con- ;

from without but more 1mportant-
ly from within.”

Yet on August 8 the answer of

measures was indicated in an. AP
dispatch from Madrid reporting
that “there had been. a - fresh
peace demonstration at Bari, and

.| at_‘the. crowds., The traops were.
marched ‘to their barracks and:
replaced by others who broke up
the demonstration.”

correspondent of the. N. Y. Timeg

MUSSOLINPS ADVANTAGES
The three-weeks record of the

it is’ trying to rule the country
with the same

attack and disturbance, not only -

the workers and soldiers to these

that Italian troops refused to fire"

And on August 10 the Berns:
told of ,workers demonstrating

for peace at the. funerals . for
victims of the recent air raids.

Badoglio government shows that

ruthlessness,

the mailed fist announced when |ferocity and repression that were

it ‘was first formed, decreed 'a
state of war throughout the coun-
try, a measure hitherto applied
only to the coastline and the
northern provinces. This was
designed to stiffen the martial law
proclaimed immediately after
Mussolini’s downfall.
state of war decree, any civilian
“resisting or obstructing the
public authority in the per-
formance of ‘its duty” is liable
to the death penalty for treason.

On August 6 General Vittorio
Ambrosio, chief of the general
staff, issued a warning to the
troops that “your duty as soldiers
of the” natlon is to defend it from

Under the

employed by its
same methods as Mussolini. But
have changed. 4

ruled as a brutal d]ctatorshlp

istics:

a mass following, built up from
among the middle classes and the
unemployed youth on the basis
of a demagogic “anti-capitalist”

(Continued on. page 3)

ROLE OF SOME ITALIAN

REFUGEES IN -THE U. S.

‘By John Adamson

The Italian refugees llVlng in this country at the present

predecessor.:
Badoglio wants to rule by the.

unfortunately for him conditions -
When it took power, fascism f

But it was a brutal dictatorship
with these additional character-'

First, it began its rule with

program. Secon\d, its rise to power

time — who represent themselves to the American people as
direct spokesmen of the Italian people — do not voice the aspira-

American committees, analyzed in last week’s Militant, whose

tions of the Italian masses any more than the various Italian-

An examination of the opin-®—
ions and program advanced by
several of the leading Italian
refugees makes it clear that
these people are not the friends
of the Italian revolution. On
the contrary these refugees are
the same type of capitalist and
reformist politicians who  be-
trayed the Ttalian masses at the
end of the last war and whose
treacherous program and poli-
tical cowardice paved the way
for ‘Mussolini’s rise to power.

c‘)1’*‘ORZA PROGRAM

Let us begin with Count Carlo
Sforza, who was Italian foreign
minister before Mussolini. Accord-
ing to the N. Y. Times, he “is now
regarded as chief spokesman for
Italian anti-fascists in exile.”

\

‘he  is
reports” which prove *that the

Partito d’Azione. (Action

only .aim is to mobilize the six million Italian-Americans be-
hind the Washington-Wall Street war program

Party), which is heir to the old 1"'

Democratic- Republlcan groups 1n
Italy. ;

‘What is 8forza’s program for -:f

Italy? “The only way to gave

Italy is for the Italians to col-

laborate in the victory of the
United Nations.” Sforza says that
in possession of “seerét

Italian nation is ready to accept
this supreme necessity. War
against Nazism might soon bes
come as popular in, Jtaly as a

crusade in the Twelfth Century”
According to Sforza, the Italian -

workers have tal(en to the streets,
are calling political strikes, are
demonstrating against the war—

for what? In order to change war

partners.
“It is true,

”

(Continued on page 4)

Sforza says in
agreement- with Roosevelt and -
Sforza is actively associated with|’ :
{ the
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~“The 11 month old struggle of

' the railway workers to get a

wage increase appeared to be
reaching a climax this week when’
strike ballots were printed but
t}len withheld from distribution
pending final negotiations with

- the operators and the govern-

ment

The ﬁfteen non-operating rail-
road unions had been awarded an

bitrators appointed by President:
Ropsevelt when the negotiations
between the unions. and the car-
riers were deadlocked But even
3 measly increase was counter-
nded by - Roosevelt’s Director
of ‘Kcohomic Stabilization Vinson.
'Thus the unions’ present strug-
gle is dlrected against- the gov- |

' ernment in an effort to get what
- 3 Roosevelt - appointed hoard

awarded them. Union leaders are
now meetmg with Vinson and the
carriers’ representatlves m ‘Wash-
mgton.

Bert M, Jewel, pr,e_su_lent of the

j . Railway Employes Department of

the AFL, explained to the press

. just before the meeting with

Vinson: “Railrosad emploves have
had no wage increases since Sep-
tember, 1941, The unions have no
union shop, maintenance of ment-
BérShip or other security provi-
sions - in their contracts.

other interstate industry.”

LI

" The State of Florlda is at-
temptmg to prevent 1ts workers

. from leaving the state. On Aug-

ust 5, Otis G. Nations, president
of the Citrus and Allied Work-
ers. Union, CIO, was thrown in
prison for recruiting Florida
workerg into his union for em-
ployment at the Campbell Soup
“Company’s plant in Camden, N.J.

- Nations was charged with “do-
ing. business without a license.”
The license fees, incidentally, to-
“tal $1500. :

* % %

- On August 9 War Labor Board
Chairman William Davis said
that prices were being held in
check and therefore the ‘Board
would not grant any wage in-
creases in violation of the Little
Steel Formula. He painted a pret-

'ty rosy picture of the prosperity

of the workers.

Davis should have checked with
the government Census Bureau
before sounding off, for it has
Just released figures which show
that the average family income
“in 1939 was $1,231 while in five
southern states the average was
$443.

In 1943 about 16,000,000 Amer-
“ican families are known to be
attempting to feed; shelter and
rlothe themselves on less than
$30 per week, according to the
Bureau.
, R

The first strike vote under the
Sm1th-Connally anti-strike law
was passed decisively last week
by workers at the Springfield,
1L, plant of the Allis-Chalmers
Manufacturlng Company. The

~ vote was precipitated when the

Natlonal ‘Labor Relations Board

NOTES

By Michael Cort

8 cent an hour increase last May
* from a special committee of ar-

Over-
~ time pay starts after 48 hours,
. rather than after 40 as in every

T

denied UMW District 50’s demand
for an election to determine the
bargaining " agent,

The ballot submitted to the
workers read, “Do "you wish to

duction in wartime as a result
of this dlspute"” )

In spite of the wording of the
ballot, mtended to bulldoze the
workers, the strike vote passed
by 1,005 to 836,

% % =

'Mr

eral indictments ynder the Smith-

Mine Workers, officials and mem-
 bers.

This is the same Schwemhaut
who convicted 18 members. of the:
Socialist Workers Party. and of-
ficials” of Teamsters Local 544- ]
CIO in aneapohs last year for
“sedition” under-thé Smith Omni-
bus Gag Law.

Predictions made at that time
that the conyiction of the Trotsky-
ists and Teamsters’ officials would
open the way for further repres-
sions - against militant workers,
-have certainly been proven cor-
rect — and by Schwemhaut him-
self. !

# ok %

Two international unions have
launched a campaign against re-
actionary state labor laws. The
Industrial Union of Marine and
-Shipbuilding Workers of Amer-
ica, CIO, has announced its in-
tention to fight in the courts the
Florida statute requiring regis-
tration and opening of books of
all unions operating in the state.

The International Brotherhood
of Teamsters, AFL, is financing
a court test in Denver this month
of Colorado’s “Labor Peace Act:”

% % %

Despite a virtual reign of ter-
Iror against its workers, Mont-
gomery-Ward has been unable to
prevent continued organization of
its employes by the CIO Retail,
Wholesale and Department Store
Employees of America.  Latest
election victory for the union wasg
at the Trenton retail store last
week. Local 108 won an NLRB
election by a 2 to 1 vote,

"The overworked clerks and
stockhoys will now ask that the
company share a little of the
$26,000,000 net profit which was
reported at the last stockholders’
meeting.

* %k ¥

The only kind of hotel and res-
taurant arrangements which the
UAW-CIO convention committee
could secure in St.” Louis were
strictly Jim Crow.

“The UAW-CIO makes no com-
promise with racial intolerance,”
said President R. J. Thomas, “and
when we found that hotels and
restaurants. in St. Louis insisted
upon creating a color line which
would bar some of our delegates,
we decided to move the convention
from that city.”

| The UAW will hold its conven-
tion in Buffalo on Sept. 29.
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permit an mterruptxon of war pro- |

Hemy Schweinhaut, - ace |
union-buster in the office of At-|
torney General Biddle, presented |
the evidence which secured Fed- |

Connally,’ law against 30 United.|

| fascists
much.” They see the fascist party

| at  the
| the

| anarchy”
| chill designation for the right of

By F ehx Morrow
On Sunday June 18 — just six weeks before
Mussolini’s dismissal — the Pope made one of
his rare speeches to an audience. He addressed
26,000 workers from Rome -and other cities of
Italy, who had been gathered together. in the

substance of it, as summarlzed by the June 18
, British Tribune, was as follows: -

“He said that he had to raise his voice against

the false prophets of: ‘social prosperlty who & &

. would have us believe that salvation must come
from a revolution which, shall overturn the sodial
order. And then the Pope proceeded to tell his
andience that there is no hope for them in rev0~
lution, that they would be enchained i they over-
tmned their present regime. . .”

If the Pope felt it necessary to.drop.his mask
of political impartiality and tell Itahan workers
not to join in revolutum, we can be sure that he
felt 1mpe11ed to do so by unmistakable sngns of
revolutxonary ferment in the masses of - Italy.

lutionary development at that time we have no
- way of knowing at present. There have been re-
ports — more accurately, rumors — that strikes
and demonstrations preceded‘the_y fa}l of Mussolini.

‘Morale of the Masses

What we do knoiv. beyond doubt, and which
alone would have been sufficient to- fl:lg‘hten the
Pope into making his speech wes that the Itahan
soldiers, already at the tir -of the North Afmcan

fighting, showed that they 'had no desire, to ﬁght
for the fescxst 1eg1me The attltude ot‘ tlle sol

Vatican Palace. His subject was revolution. ‘The

Whethe1 there were positive signg’ of that 1EVO~

as a whole. This collapse of Italian morale was

an expression of the attitude of the masses quite

different in form from strikes and demonstrations.

But for those who know how to read the signs

of the class struggle, thig collapse of morale was

a harbinger of revolutionary. ACTION to. come.

- The Pope’s openly expressed feais of the dan-
ger of revolutlon in Italy was taken by the La-
borites of the British Tribune, from which I have
cited the Pope’s speech, to mean that he “in ef-
fect proposed to [the Italian workers] that they.
should remain loyal to the Fascist masters.” That,
however, is not correct. It has been apparent for
some time that the Italian capitalist class, ln-
cluding the royal House of Savoy and the army
officer caste, in the event of final defeat, were
ready to throw Mussolini and the fascist bureauc-
racy overboard, bhoth in order to secure better
peace terms from the Allies. and to oi‘fer a. 'sop

 to the masses of Haly.

Meanwhile the Allied leaders have made clear
they are prepared to go more than halin-way ‘to
reach an agreement on.this basis thh the Ital-
ian ruhng' class. Churchill has spoken of Italy’s
‘being. put into the war by “only one man,” Mus-
solini. In the United States, all attempts of Ital-
jan anti-fascists to speak against the King, the
army generals and the church hierarchy as the
. pillars, of the fascist regime have been vetoed by,

the OWL Revolutmnary aethty within I y has

been di eouraged as. Gaetano Salvemlm, the

Itahan liberal historian, made pubhc six. months

ago: “the State Department and the OWI not

only are, gwmg no encouragement to qny groups

[m 1taly} which xmght organize reslstam:e, but are

actually ‘doing eVerytlung in thelr power to dis-

courage, such actlon ¥ (Nazioni Unite, Feb. 4.)

(Contmued £rom page 1)
ofﬁcrals and pohtlcal leaders as.

are removed by me are. requx

their. dutnes subject to, my dlrec-
tlon

How this pohcy operates. was
descrlbed il a dispatch last week
by Herbert L. Matthews, Ameri-
can correspondent in Sicily. The
head of the AMGOT forces arriv-
ing in Palérmo, Matthews re-

for enough officials to get things

AMGOT not so much to run things
itself but to have the administra-
tion continued by Italians under
its direction. He, found, for, in-

vice prefect, who had remained
behind, were active fascists with
undesirablé ¥écords. They were
forced to resign, -and then - were
arrested. However, others, like
the assistant prefect and the
second vice mayor, were old civil
servants; and they were set to
work.” (N. Y. Times, Aug. 2.)

GREAT “LENIENCY” )

Every important official with-
out exception was a fagcist and
appointed by the fascists. The
policy of AMGOT is to remove
the most discredited and hated
fascists, but to maintain the
others. As Matthews explains:’

“All along the line the records
of the men at the top are being
checked. In time every post will
be combed. There must bé a great
degree of leniency, because every
post, however insignificant, had
been filled under Premier Muse
solini, by a fascist. To eliminate
all the fascists would completely
paralyze every function of gov-
ernment.

“The real anti-fascists here do
not like that so much. Apparently
they had expected the whole
fascist setup to be swept away,
but that is impossible and will
be so throughount Italy.

“Fascism is being wiped out,

but if every fascist were removed
| at the same time, complete chaaos |
I| and paralysis w0uld follow im-
| }medmtely

“Naturally the pr1mary con-
sideration was the swift restora-
tion of law and order That could

'be accomplished only with the help

of the Italian police. In general,
the top men have fled or been

_eliminated, but the rank and file
| have stuck to their jobs.

”

No wonder that the real antl-
“do not like that so

regime and control rémoved, but
same time they see
AMGOT  leaders “hunting
around” for the same fascist of-
ficials and police who oppressed

| the masses under Mussolini.and
| ordering them to

performance of their duties.”

| «UNEASINESS GROWS” -

While allowing this kind of
“leniency” toward the fascists,

‘the AMGOT. officials are quite

firm in preventing “chaos and

— the Roosevelt-Chur-
the masses to rule themselves.

August 7 Nation, greets with un-

| qualified approval the AMGOT

announcerment that “within the
limits of military necessity a free
press and, free speech is to be
promulgate‘d 4

But, he adds, “uneasmess grows
when the Italians are warned that
‘no political activity of any kind

d: KKIND is allowed?”
to continue in performance of |

ports, “had first to Hunt around|

going for it is the object of the

stance, that the viece mayor and]

| Allies and Badogho seem to have
'the same general plans for Italy‘

 LIBERALS BEWILDERED

- pediency, on the ground that it

'saves time and lives. However, the

war as soon and as cheaply as
| possible, are greatly disturbed.
{They notice that the expedlency
.policy invariably is carried out in

‘masses. They ask at what point

“continue in |

Gaetano Salvemini, writing in the |

speech and a free press. exist if
no pohtlca,l activity OF A\IY

The Allied leaders promise of
‘course that afte1 the war is over
'—not, the var in Italy alone, nor
:even 1n\Europe, and no telling how,
‘long after—the Italian people will
have the rlght to choose a
democratic government. But when
that distant day finally dawns,
‘the s1tuatmn may be qulte dif-

when the capltahst ruling class
is, still completely d1s<:1ed1ted in
the eyes of the masses.

“Wheén  that day comes, the
fascist officials who have to be
“‘hunted” now, may have had the
‘opportunity through their ad-
mmlstratwe power to bolster
thenr “political position, “while the.
‘masses, denied the right of poli-
‘tical organization, may be cowed
and dispersed. Under such condi-
tions fascism might be gone, but
elections could result in the
establishment of a government
‘fully as reactionary as Mus-
solini’s, and run by the same
ruling class mihus a few leaders.

CLOSE PARALLEL

One thus begins to see an in-
structive parallel between the
pohcy followed by the reactmnary
Badoglio government on the main-
fand of Italy and the one followed
by the Allies in Sicily.

After the masses had conducted
huge protest demonstrations, Ba-
doglio also ordered the dissolu-
tion of the fascist party, the
arrest of the leading fascist party
members, the retention of other
fascists at their former posts. He
too prohibited political organiza-
tion and activity; he too promised
elections four months after the
cessation of hostilities. It is quite
natural that the Allied leaders
have shown a willingness to deal
with Badoglio if only he will give
the order to cease firing: both the

The AMGOT policy is justified
on the basis of military ex

liberals, who also want. to win the

such ‘'a way as to encourage the

‘weeks
reassure them .that things will

reactionaries and discourage the

this policy will stop, and they get
no answer. They wonder whether
for example the Allies are

&ii;llcl y

Darlan was dealt with, to deal
with Goerlng after Hitler is
kicked out. They cannot. help

’notxcmg that while the ﬁghtmg
is over in North Africa, the rule

of 1eafct10nary generals remains
and the North African masses
are as far from democracy. as
they ever were. -

There  is plainly 'some con-

 tradiction here, they assert with
:indignation. Why is it, they ask
ferent from ‘what it is today,|

plalntwely, that we are fighting
a war for freedom and not bring-

ing freedom to anyone in the

process? And they answer
themselves: We've got a good
program but we aren’t carrying
it out right. Every couple of
they ‘ask Roosevelt to

tarn out 41l right; Roosevelt then

'makes some vague promises, and

they answer: “We take you at
your word;” but the next week
they’re worrying again.

The liberals are fond of lectur-
ing the Marxists on the connec-

tion between means and ends, but

they stubbornly refuse to admit
the connection between the means

‘and ends of the Allied war pro-
 gram. For them the promises

about freedom are the reality and
the concrete acts contrad;ctmg
those promises are a terrible
dream or inexplicable blunder.
When the promises and acts

.collide in complete opposition,

they can only shake their heads
and pretend not to understand
how it happened and look around
for some subordinate of Roose-
velt -whom they can blame as
scapegoat.

A CONSISTENT. LINE

But what else can you expect
frem incurably blind, muddle-
heafled and chicken-hearted peo-
ple? Anyone with a grain of sense
or honesty can see that AMGOT
and similar policies are not
accidentally arrived at; that they
are not the result of aberrations
but of a carefully worked out

'plan; that from the viewpeint of

the Allied leaders these policies.
are logical and consistent means
for achieving the major ends of
their war program.

The reactionary nature of im-
perialist war cannot be altered
by shouting anti-imperialist
slogans or writing editorials about
the war for freedom. Capitalism
in its epoch of decline and decay
cannot bring real freedom either
at home or abroad. Many peo-
ple are leayning these facts for
the first time from AMGOT, the
Darlan deal, ete. As the war con-
tinues they will learn much more:

prepared, in the same way that

at

will be allowed. How can free

v
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- Thus the “democratlc” powers long ago Jomed the
. King and the Italian army generals in a umted

front to prevent the Italian revolution.

Nor could any one pretend that ‘thig policy was
the result of military expediency, for revolution
— as the revolutionary demonstrations of the
week following Mussolini’s dismissal showed —
was a most efficacious way of paralyzing the
Italian and Nazl armies in Italy.

Not military considerations but political -prin»
ciple — tae, principle that at gll costs the capi-

talist class of England and the United States'

must help their class brothers in Ttaly to remain
in power — motwated th_e Allied policy. As Gae-
tano Salvemini put it: “the royal House of Savoy,
the army and the Pope are heing kept on ice by
Mr. Churchill and President Roosevelt as the legl-
timate authorities entitled to speak for Italy. ..
(Nazxom Umte December 31, 1942.)

United Front Against Revolt-

This. united front across the battlefronts was
to be consummated between Roosevelt -Churchill
and the King and Badogho whenever the Tatter
concluded that Itdly’s chance for v1ctory or a
stalemate in the war was gone. At that point the
Italian ruling class would drop its fasecist ser-
vants, put en “democratic” forms, and turn its
attentlon, with the most complete aid of the
“demoeracies,” to the attempt to erush the inevit-

able 1evolut10nary rise of the Italian proletamat.‘

I think we can give the Itallan capitalist. class
credit for understandmg that there were grave

dangers, connected with this plan. Mussollm s dis-’

missal, instead of being considered a concession
by the masses, might very likely be considered
by them ag a confession of weakness of the
regime, and would encourage the masses to rise to

seize political power and avenge themselves

against all those, not only the fascist party digni-
taries, but also the royal house, the army generals
and the capitalists, who had been responsible for
Mussolini’s 21-year rule. This was a danger for

the capitalists. But still greater was the danger-

that if the capitalists clung_ to Mussolini to the
last, they weuld go down with him. '

- To dimiss Mussolini would mean to.leave the
way open to return to a form of government
which the masses might be led to think was their
‘own government, that is, the “democratic” form
of government in which parliamentary majorities
appear to rule the country. This is always the
.last resort of the capitalist class in ‘the flood tide
of revolution: to hide behind the back of “So-
cialist” and “Labor” parties, which run thé cab-
inet but, in the last analysis, run it for the capi-

talists whose ownership of the means of produc- .

tion make them the real rulers of the country.

The essential point to understand is this: in
order to have room to maneuver in face of the
rising tide .of the masses, the Italian capitalist
class would have to get rid of Mussolini and the

_fascist party. Not because the capitalists had:any .

L {iiddions" that  the masses don’t understand that
the' King, the army generals and the big eapital-

ists worked hand in glove with Mussolini all -

these years. It is not a case merely of offering

Mussolini and the other -fascist party leaders as a -

scapegoat to the masses in order that they might

feel more friendly to the King, the army generals |

and the capitalists. Rather it is a case of getting

réady to drop the totalitarian system of ‘govern-

ment, once the masses are rising in revolution-
ary wrath; and hide behind a “democratic” front.

Hopes of Ruling Class ,

In short, as defeat loomed and the revolution-
ary temper of the masses rose, a conflict of in-
terests developed between Mussolini and the rul-

ing class. Mussolini could hope to survive, both.

volitically and physically, only by military vie-

tory. or a stalemate. The ruling class, on the

other hand, could hope to survive even in defeat,
with the help of their “democratic” enemies, who
would join with them against the Italian revolu-
tion,

It was not only the Italian ruling class who
thus needed to get rid of Mussolini. Likewise the
“democracies” required it. Having utilized the
deep anti-fascist sentiments of the workers of
England and the United States for carrying on
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the war, the least Churchill and Roosevelt could
get by with is the dasappearance of the faseist
party and its head For only with such dlsappear-
ance could the “democratxc” rulers hope to con~
céal from the American and British workers the
fact ‘that the class really responsible for Mus~
solini’s rule would then be receiving the help of
the “democracies” against the Italian workers,

Al that we have said of the relations between
Mussohm ‘and the Italian ruling class is llkevnse
true of the relations between Hitler and the Ger~
man capltalnst class, which will likewise receive
the aid of the “democracies” agamst the German
workers.

This plan required a certai timetable. The
Ttalian capitalist class did not want to dismiss
Mussolini at any arbitrary moment. It had to be
the right moment, The use of the dismissal in
order to get ready for peace with the Allies
would be frustrated if the Nazi armies were able
to stay in Italy and make it a battleground be-
tween the Allies and the Naazis. '

Hitler and Mussolini were to be the goats, but

.they had no intention of submitting to the sacri-

fice. It is my pérsonal opinion that their Verona

_ meeting was designed to intervene to prevent the

King-Badoglio scheme of making peace with the
Allies. At Verona Hitler and Mussolini adopted &
plan of mlhtary strategy which, if carried out,
would have irrevocably tied to the fate of Ger-
many. the fate of the Italian royal -house and its
associates, T e

Reported Mtlltary Plan

This military plan is reported to have provided
for the abandonment of southern Italy and the
setting up of a strong defensive line along the

Po in northern Italy. Had the King and Badoglio

agreed to this, the inevitable next step, 'once the
Po line became untenable under Allied offensive,
would have been evacuation of northern Italy

- G

also. Thus the King and his associates would have ,

ended by finding themselves a government-in-
exile in Germany, their only hope of returning to

rule Italy being the extremely unlikely possibility

of the Nazis reversing the tide and winning the
war.

"The King and the army generals re;ected thxs
proposal and, their hand thus forced before they.
were ready, had to dismiss Mussolini who would
have tried to carry out Hitler’s plan.

It is'my opinion, therefore, that this dlsmlssal
did not come as and when they had planned. In-
stead, they had to improvise from day to days
Only thus, can we understand the otherwise as«
tonishing way in which they handled the situa-
tion. They still did not know whether they might
or might. not be forced to fight on for 5 long
period at the side of the Nazis. Hence to dress up
the dismissal as a blow against fascism would
undoubted]y enrage Hitler and embarrass con-
tinued collaboration with him if that proved

‘necessary.

W hat These Events Show

Sa the dismissal of Mussolini took the fornt

of a mere change of cabinets, with Cavaliere ‘Be«

* nito Mussolini tendering his resxgnatlon and Ca«

valiere Badoglio replacing him. The communique
annoyncing this was followed by short manifess,
toes by the King and Badoglioc which said not
one word against fascrsrn, the fascist party or
Mussolini.

Thus the Italian ruling class lost its one op-
portunity to dress up the dismissal as a sop. to
the masses. It appeared to the masses nakedly
as a mere shift within the riding gang,

Internatmnally, it was an invaluable proof to

the working class that fascism is a, mere instrue
mentality of the capitalist class, utilized undep
certain historical conditions,- and then undee
others dismissed like a weorn-out servant. If one
and the same capitalist class can at one time
use fascism, at another time demogracy, in what
sense then can anyone pretend that this war be-
tween capitalist powers is a fight between  fass
cism and democracy? We can be sure that this
all-important lesson in the capitalist nature of.
fascism and democracy will play a great role in
the education of the working class.

(The concluding section of this article will be
printed next week.—Ed.)

What They Used To
Say About Mussohm

N. Y. SWP Holds
Meeting On Haly

NEW YORK, Aug. 10 — The

By DAVE JEFFRIES

v‘events in Italy were the subject

1you

In 1922 when Mussolini came to
power he was welcomed en-
thusiastically by king Viector
Emmanuel with the words: “I
feel that I can hardly con-
gratulate you, as you have a stlff,
arduous task before you, but I
congratulate the country for
having you as mi 1ster ” (N. Y.
Times, Nov. 1, 1922

Victor Emmanuel’s were mnot
the only congratulations that
Mussolini received upon ascend-
ing to power. Charles Evans
Hughes then American Secretary
of State, sent the following
message to the fasc1st leader at
that time:

“I take pleasure in fehcltatmg
you upon the confidence reposed
in you by hlS Majesty, the King.
I shall be glad to cooperate with
in preserving the cordial
relations existing between Italy
and the United States.” (N. Y.
Times, Nov. 4.)

If it should be thought that
this was merely a matter of form,
let us take notice of the absence,
during the October Revolution, of
any message congratulating Lenin
on the confidence reposed in him
by the Russian masses. -

Nor should it be thought that
this “confidence” in Mussolini by

)| the U. S. Government ended
| shortly after he came to power.

During the crisis preceding the
Italian invasion of Ethiopia in

1985, wheén it was plain that Mus-
sohnl was preparing to launch an
assault upon the African country,
President Roosevelt refused an
Ethiopian request to invoke the
Kellogg-Briand Pact agamst Italy,
replymg in the following words:

‘. . .The United States govern-
ment would be loathe to believe
that either Italy or Ethiopia
would resort to other than
pacific means.” (N. Y. Times,

| July 6, 1935.)

But the classic word on fascism
was uttered by none other than
Winston Churchill after his visit
to Mussolini in 1927. In a state-
ment -to the press he said:

“If 1 had been an Italian I am
sure I would have been whole-
heartedly from start to finish
with Fascism’s triumphant strug-
gle against the bestial appetrtel

j-and passions of Lemmsm.”

Referring to Mussolini, Chur-

chill said, “I could not help being
'charmed by his gentle,

simple
bearing and his calm detached
poise despite so many burdens
and dangers.. Anyone could see
that he thought of nothing but

 the lasting good of the Italian

people, and that no lesser interest
was of the slightest concern to
him.” (N. Y. Times, Jan. 21,
1927.)

These are the people who now
claim to be anti-fascists}

[ Badogho government,

,of analysis last Sunday night at

a Socialist Workers Party meet-'

ing addressed by Felix MOI‘IOW,
editor of Fourth International, the
‘Trotskyist monthly theoretical
magazme An interested audience
of more than. 125 attended the
meeting which was held in the

Hall of the New York School of .

Social Science,
Place. :
The speaker pointed out how
graph1ca11v the Trotskyist thesis
of the capitalist character
fascism was revealed by the
events which preceded -and follow-
ed the downfall of Mussohm and
Italian fascism.

After analyzing the role of the
‘Comrade
. Morrow then discussed the poli-
cies of the Stalinists and the bloc
of five parties in Italy. Quoting
in detail from the document§

116 - University

of these organizations, he ex~

posed the treacherous role of
these people who are seeking to
divert and shackle the revolu-
tionary movement of the Italian
masses. He concluded by showing
how only the program of social-
ism would give peace, bread and‘
liberty to the Italian people.
The audiehce donated liberally
to further the work of the Social-

ist Workers Party. The sum of
$58 was raised 4t the meeting,

of -
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T~ THRER

“LABOR

The

past few months, will be gble

There was r_emarkabl_e unanimity
.of. opinion among the well-known
Negro leaders and in the Negro
press during and after the August
1-2 outbreak in Harlem. Practical-
ly: every one of them—whether

“radjcal”—joined in calling for
the restoration of “law
order” as the” most
need of the Negro masses and in
denouncing thousands of Har-
lemites. as ~ hoodlums, vandals,
irresponsible elements, etc.

The Pittsburgh Courier head-
lines ~ screamed : “Dlsgraceful
Scenes Endcted As  Hoodlum

cago Defender expressed its
disapproval by refusing to print
a single picture relating to the
affair. The Daily Worker echoed
the capltahst press by calhng it
a” “shameful act.” A. Philip
Randolph, who delights in' refer-
ring to himself as a 'milita,nt and
dynamic leader, voiced “great|
sorrow and distress” and delivered
a short lecture to the masses on
the need for observing the law.
Virtually all the Negro papers
hailed the behavior of thé New|
York police—the same police]

one of the chief causes of thel
outbreak. They seem hlghly elated |
and relieved that “only” six died,
most of them at the hands of the
pohce

These Negro leaders and editor-
ial writers knew, as most of them
have since half-admitted, that the
Harlem outbreak was funda-
mentally a protest and demon-
stration against the oppressive|
Jim Crow conditions to which the
Negro people are sub]ected in
even the “most liberal city.in the
country. » It was not a planned |
and organhized protest; its par-
ticipants did mot understand the
program for abolishing Jim Crow;
under’ such conditions the demon-
strators could not ‘do more than
show their deep- dissatisfaction
and their -strong impulse to
resist the Jim Crow attacks on
their rights and conditions. '

These Negro leaders and
writers know as’ well as The
Militant does that the respon-
sibility for what happened in
Harlem. lies not on the Negro
masses, but on the capitalist

tion and segregation, on the
‘White House and Congress- and
the bureaucracy of . the armed
forces “which inspire and set a
reactionary example for the most
. backward elements of the white |
population, and on the propaganda

NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERH
LABOR WITH A BLACK SKIN Id
BRANDED"” - KARL MARX.

Negro Struggle

Bey Albert Parker

The Militant is glad to report that. Albert Parker, who
bas been umwzdably occupied with otber matters for the.

conservative, liberal, Stalinist or|

and |
unpmtant '

Elements Loot Stores.” The Chi-|

“whose brutality to Negroes was |

system which breeds discrimina-|

WITH A WHITHE SKIN OAN-

beginning this week to resume

‘bis regular contributions to “The Negro Struggle and-
" other columns of this paper —Ed.

Who Was to Blame for Harlem Outbreak?

nation whieh upholds and spreads
the ideas of “white supremacy.”

But none of these leaders used
the same v1tuperat1ve Ianguage

harried vietims of the Jim Crow
?system.

Fundamentally, we repeat, it
was a demonst1at10n agamst Jim
"Crowism. But it was more than
that. It was also a demonstratlon
against the official Negro Teaders,
It was also a protest agamst the

‘of no- conﬁdence m their pohcnes
and methods.

How have these leaders reacted
to the present crisis in the’ strug-
gle for equality? At best they
offer a program for fighting

'defensive, rear-guard actions.
At worst, they counsel patience,
“tolerance,” the subordination

lof the' Negro people’s interests
to the needs of “national unity,”
‘and the postponement of the
‘anti-Jim Crow fight to some
'future date after the end of the
war. In no case do these leaders
present a bold, ‘realizable pro-
gram; all they can inspire is
.defeatism and despair.

As a result the masses do not
‘have a program. They see no way
‘out of the crisis. Their conditions,
the increase of reaction, the grow-
ing gap between the democratic
slogans of the war and freezing
of the second-class citizenship
status of the Negro—all these
convince the Negro masses that
now is the time for struggle. They
see the mneed to fight, they
WANT to fight—but they don’t
see how. '

What can result from such a
situation but blind, chaotic, bitter,
misdirected, and hopelessly futile
outbursts of the kind witnessed in
Harlem" Only the most naive op-
tnmst will believe that the same
thmg won’t happen again, on ‘anf
even greater scale, in Harlem and
elsewhere,--+ -~ -

And the blame for it rests in
‘part on those people who. present
themselves as the leaders of the
Negro masses but whe have led
‘them only into a blind alley. No
'wonder that these people, re-
cognizing their own responsibility,
were so violent and unrestrained
in' their denunciations of the
masses. '

As for us, who recognize the
real causes of the Harlem out-
break and the real forces to be
censured for it, we see in these|

developments the need to inten-|
sify our efforts to win the Negro
people oveér to the program of

and educational machinery of the

revolutlon,ary socialism.

Pmneer Paragraphs

RESISTANCE OF

Hitler has conquered all of
Europe and transformed it into
a horrible concentration camp
under Nazi domination. He has
proclaimed a new Jrder of per-
manent. oppression and - denigra-
tion of the peoples of Europe.
Some see in these stupendous
military victories of Hitler and
his military conquest of the con-
tinent of Europe only cause “for
despair. They think that perhaps
Hitler’s v1ctor1es are definitive,
that Europe is thrown back "for
decades, or even for centuries, and
they envisage Europe beginning
again on all fours to crawl for-

. ward along the hlstonc path
through the medium of national
wars. Others, despalrmg of the
force of the people, of the
proIetarlat of Europe, despairing

that will spell Hitler’s doom, look
to the Anglo-American imperialist
bandits to liberate Europe from|
Hitler and transform it into a
colony of ‘Anglo-American im-
perialism.

Both of these perspectwes, in
our opinion, are utterly fantastic,
utterly removed from the reality
of things. And unfortunately the

-are opposed to Nazism do. There
is no doubt whatever that Hitler|
‘would gladly settle for half of|
his conquest if 'he could keep the|

of the one idea, the one program}|
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THE MASSES

SPELLS DOOM OF FASCISTS

By James P. Cannon

first tendency, the tendency to

‘bow down before Hltler s conquest

of Europe merges all too easily
with ‘the second one: of turning

'to the Anglo-American democratic
‘bandits - for relief from Hitler.

That is the . great danger of
exaggerating Hitler’s successes
and Hitler’s power and forgettmg
the power. of the proletamat and
the revoh.\tlonary program. You
can be very sure that Hitler him-
self and his whole gang do not

jvalue theii"conquest of. Europe
half so highly as some despair-

ing and disoriented - people who

other half undlsturbed for the
next period.. .

The resmtance of the oppressed
and doubly exploited peoples of
Europe prevents any stabilization
of Hitler’s regime, leaving .aside
the interference of the imperial-
ist rivals. The resistance of the
" oppressed peoples of Europe to
Hitler can be ‘the starting point
for the revolutionary conflagra-
tion that will dispose”of Hitler in
‘passing and proceed to the per-
‘manent solutlon of the European
problem by its soclahst reor-
gamzatlon. P

- —From Pp. 13-14, “The
Workers and the Second
World War,? 1942, 48
pages, 10 cents. Order
from Pioneer Publishers,
116 University Pl., New

po= =

York 3, N. Y.

against the real culprits that’ they |
.used against the desperate and|

;program of these leaders, a vote |

'nouncement that
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the greatest bewxlderment diso-
rientation, confusmn and ex-

.arising from the failure of the
workers’ parties. to take power
and. solve the crisis of capltahst
soc1ety

Under these conditions it was
possible for Mussolini not only

reign- of terror against the work-

'IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES '

The Badoglio government re-
presents the same capltahst class
as did Mussolini. The aims of the
capitalists are basically the same
today as they were two months|
or two years ago. The Badogho
‘government, furthermore, is made |
up of people who were part and
'parcel of the fascist regime. But|
there is a great difference be-
tween the two governments: the
old relationship of forces that|
obtained in the heyday of the]
'Mussolint government is irre-

‘trievably gone.

" “When Mussolini came to power,
he not only had the support of
the ruling class but he also had
a mass following among sections
of the middle class and the youth.
When Badoglio was appeinted, he
had no support outside of the
small group that makes up the
ruhng class——-the bankers and in-
dustrlahsts, the big landqwners,
the top military caste, the church
hierarchy. ‘

Over 20 years have passed since
the “march on Rome.” The work-
ing class has had a chance to heal
many of its wounds, to recover its
strength. When Mussolini came
to power, the workers were
demoralized and stunned. When
Badoglio took over the govern-
ment, the workers were beginning
to move and rise again; already
they have demonstrated tremend-

'ous striking power and vitality.

Political parties, illegalized by
the fascists, are being recon-
stituted again The Ttalian work-
ing class is. entering political ac-
tivity in its highest and most
active form.

LESS RESQURCES

The Badogho government and
the capitalist class it represents

Italy with the same methods em-

‘ployed by Musselini, but they do

ot have the same resources and
advantages that ‘the fascist
regime had. Badoglio can still
pass fascist-like edicts outlawing
strikes, suppressing newspapers
and ordering the soldiers to shoot
down the demonstrating workers,
but he does mot have the power
to enforce these decrees that
Mussolinfi had when his rule

-began.
In spite of Badoglio’s bluster|
‘and threats, the peace demon-
'strations go on, the fraternization

between workers and soldiers con-
tinues. In fact, from the very first

"day of its existence this govern-
' ment has been forced to retreat

before the pressure of the masses.
During the first week after the
removal of Mussolini it had to
dissolve the fascist party and
romise to release political prison-
ers and hold post-war elections.
Since then renewed attempts to
appease the masses and halt the
peace demonstratlons have in-
cluded the promise to hold an

'inquiry into the fortunes amassed’

by the leading fascists; the an-
all  salaried
fascist functionaries were being
dismissed and that fascist party
funds would be confiscated by the
state; the report of the arrest of
25 prominent fascists, charged
with profiteering under the old
regime.

But these sops thrown to the
masses have not allayed the
popular opposition. They only
demonstrate more clearly the
crisis- of the regime. Its despera-
tion and impotence can be more

fully eppl;eeiated by the August

occurred at the very period of

haustlon of the working class

to want but to carry through aj

ing class and- their organizations.,

would like to contmue ruling |

Red Army Drives Shake’
All Of Eastern Front

that Badoglio has been forced to
enlist the aid of a nuniber of
former ' syndicalists, reported to
‘be exhorting the workers to end
the strike movement and support
the Badoglio govemment on the
ground that “Rome is now doing
everything possible to give ‘you
that peace for which we all pine.”

CANNOT BRING PEACE

But the Badoglio government
cannot give the people freedom;|
it cannot give the people bread;
and above all it cannot give them
peace. It is true that the govern-
ment no longer speaks about con-
tinuing the war until victory. Its
desires are much more modest
.now. It only wants to continue the
war “until. such time as a more
intelligent appreciation . of the

| Italian situation will have dis-

.pelled preconceived 'ideas.” In
plain -English, the government
wants to hold out in the hope
that it can secure more favorable
'terms for surrender, '

But surrender to the Allies by |
Badoglio or his successor, when it
finally comes, cannot and will not |
brinig peace to the Italian masses.
The only thing the Allies and the
German imperialists can and will
do is to use Italy as a Kattle-:
ground of the war.

WORKERS’ REPUBLIC

Only a Workers’ and Peasants’|
Republic which has swept the
whole capitalist class out of con-
trol and power can truly express
the will of the people, can truly
strugglé for and win peace. How
will a Workers’ and .Peasants’
Republic win peace? Can such a
government conjure the German
and Anglo-American armies out
of existence? No. But a Workers’
and Peasants’ Republic, set up on
the basis of workers,” soldiers,’
and peasants’ councils, can direct
a powerful revolutionary appeal
to the workers and the soldiers of
the opposing armies of both sides.
It can inspire and organize its
workers for heroic resistance to

/

‘drive out all invaders.

Just as was the case with the
appeal of the Russian Soviets
from 1917 to 1920 so the appeal
of a revolutlonaly Italian govern-
ment would not. go ‘unheeded to-

9 dispatch to the N. Y. Times@

‘orkers Continue

How strong Stalinism is within
Italy, how much of a part it has
played in the events since Musso-
'lini’s downfall, remains still to be

'the American Daily Worker that
the Italian Stalinists played a
tcompletely reactionary role in

tion.

The Stalinists here claim that
the Italian Communist Party is
engaged in a bloe with other
parties called the Italian National
Front. The Dally Worker -says
that:this bloc;was formed late last
‘year and that it includes the
iSocialist, Action, Liberal Recon-
struction and Christian Deémo-
cratic parties plus a numbe1 of
members of the “Fascist opposi-
tion.” Vanni B. Montana, secretary
iof the Italian Socialist Federation
in the U. 8., denies that the
Stalinists are part of this bloc.
The Daily Worker makes constant
reference to the broadcasts ' of
illegal Italian radio, '
Liberta, asserting that it speaks
for the.five-party bloe. Whether
this is true or not, we cannot
say; but we do know that it
speaks for the Stalinists.

“GREETS” BADOGLIO

The day after Badoglio was ap-
pointed, Milano Liberta was
heard in Berne analyzing the fall

the masses had to be on guard
against. It began by whitewashing
the capitalist class which had
brought fascism' to power, by
placing the blame for all the suf-
. fering of the Italian masses on
Mussolini and the faselst party
alone:

“The man 1'espon51ble for all
the misfortunes of our country
and for all our calanutles, the man
who drew us into the war and

>
&

day.

- who is responsible for the defeat

(Continued from page 1) -

Army. One of the most monstrous
lies of the war is the one spread
by the Kremlin and picked up
eagerly by the “democracies,”
namely, the lie that the power of |
Soviet resistance is due to the
resurgence of Russian national-
ism. “Holy Russia” never knew
anything but defeats each time it

‘confronted a more advanced ad- |

versary. Since the middle of the
nineteenth century all the viec-
tories of Czarism were scored only
against more backward countr1es
and peoples.

The Red Army’s power flows
from an entirely different source
— the conquests of the October
revolution which Stalinism sue-
ceeded in undermining but not
in destroying. The colossal re-
sources lodged in the first work-
ers’ state founded by Lenin and
Trotsky in 1917 have proved far
greater than any one could have
imagined.

Fifteen years of planned econ-
omy, carried out under- condi-
tions of declining world econ«
omy and under the rapacious,
wasteful and treacherous Stal-
inist bureaucracy, proved suffi-
cient to transform one. of the
most backward European coun-
tries into a. power able to with-
stand and match the military
might of imperialist Germany,
the most advanced country in

‘Europe, backed by the resources

S peaker:
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of the entire conquered contin-
ent.

The successes of the Red Army,
likewise demonstrate graphically
the bankruptey of Stalinist poli-
cies. What actual aid- has the
Kremlin’s conduct of the war
brought the beleaguered masses
of the Soviet Union? For more
than two years Stalin has prom-
ised a “second front.” It has not
materialized as yet. In the midst
of the latest victories, the Krem-
lin raises once again the demand
for a “second front,” thereby un-
derscoring the fact that because
of its policies the Red Army has
had to conduct throughout an iso-
lated struggle, and ' to depend
primarily upon its own resources,.
In return for an alliance with
the “democracies” Stalin has de-

 prived the Soviet Union of its

most powerful weapon: the revo-
lutionary alliance with the op-
pressed masses of Europe and
Germany in a joint struggle to
extend the conquests of October
to the rest of Earope.

THE ITALIAN EVENTS

The Italian events are demon-
strating. t,h,at revolution has long
matured in Hitler’s rear. Had the
summons for a struggle for so-
cialism been issued by the Soviet
Government at any time in the
last two years, Hitler’s armies
would by now have been com-
pletely disintegrated. It is a sig-
nificant fact, however, that the
communiques of the Kremlin

and the capture of vast booty
hardly mention the surrender of
German troops. It is the criminal
policies of the Kremlin that aid
Hitler the most in maintaining
the morale of his troops.

But despite Stalin and against
Stalin the revolutionary process-
es in Europe are breaking out
into the open.

Each blow struck by the Red

1Army against the 1mperlallsts

forms an integral part of the un-

new inspiration and confidence, a
new hope and a new will to strug-
gle.

Soviet Union are greatly speed-

the downfall of Mussolini and
Italian fascism comprise only the

‘begmmng These revolutmnary

events in turn will act to revive

seen. But it is already clear from |

the present revolutlonazy situa-|

Milano |

of Mussolini and explaining what|

,1dent1fy this
'struck’ the latest blow at’ fascism

'while announcing great victories |
ist revolution today,

folding socialist revolution. From [|f
the victories of the Soviet Union |[{
the masses in occupied Europe |
and above all in Germany gain |

The military victories of the |

ing up the catastrophic events |
that impend in Europe, of which |

the Bolshevik traditions and pro-

ITALIAN STALINISTS
PLAY A COMPLETELY
REACTIONARY ROLE

By PHILIP BLAKE

hunger and ruination of our coun-

itry, has now been removed from |
-the government. . .

~“Then give free expression to
your . jubilation throughout. the
countly, from border to border.

national flags. :

of -raising the red flag in Italy.
kae Badoglio, they were quite
satisfied with the natlonal flag.

' The broadcast went on to greet

tinue the way, and:
“We greet all those who, under-

helped ban the tyrant: by action
from the top.” .
This was nothing more or less

Vietor Emmanuel and an attempt

"to convince the masses that these| .

collaborators of Mussolini . were
also “anti-fascists.”

“Qur - country,” the broadcast
contmued “is menaced by great
danger from two directions”—on
one side by Germany, on the
other by the fascist hiergrehy who
will want to force Italy to remain
in the war on Germany’s side.
Not a word about the danger
facing the Italian revolt from the
Allied leaders who abhor revolu-
tion as they do the plague.

THE “NEW” LINE

And that was the Stalinist line
for, the first ‘week after Musso-
lini’s fall. Their primary demand
was peace; their meéthod of
getting it was to woo, flatter and
whitewash Badoglio. But when it
became clear to them, as it did to
the Allied leaders, that Badogho

‘was taking hig time in suing for

peace, when the masses were al-
ready, raising the demand for the
overthrow of Badoglio, then
finally on August 2, Milano Li-
berta broke down and saids”

“The whole nation must once
again rise and demand the
resignation of the Badoglio gov-
ernment and the abdication of the
king. The people must demand
the formation of a provisional na-
tional government of peace which

‘would energetically remove all

obstacles to the termination of
the war, break with Germany and
conclude peace with the Allies.
“Hitherto we refrained from
addressing such words to ‘the
people, hoping that the Badoglio

by the army and nation. We must
wait ne more!” (Daily Worker,

- August. '6.)

AGAINST SOCIALISM

What kind of government in
Italy are the Stalinists prepared
to support? They do not go into

idetails. All they:ask is that it

sue for peace—and that it NOT

‘be a workers’ government This
,latter prov1s1on is one of the few

pomts on ‘which the Stalinists are

‘both explicit and emphatic.

The Dbroadecaster. on Milano

‘Liberta announced on August 6

that there was growing interest
in the plesent position of the
Communist Party and that the
station had asked for and received
a statement from a C. P. leader.
The Stalinist’s answer said in
part: ‘ '

“It is stupid and incorrect to
movement which

as a Communist movement. It is
a national movement. . . If anyone
seriously believes that the Com-
munists are ﬁghtmg for a soc;a]—
should be locked in a cage. . .”
(Daily Worker, August 7.)

To solve their problems, the
Italian masses will have to over-
come the opposition of the
Stalinists, as. well as of TItalian

-and world capltahsm

than a hid to Badoglio and, King

then he|

As 'a mark of tmumph unfurl the|

Na one can, accuse the Stalinists|

the masses for their opposition to]
:Mussolini, and the officers and
-soldiers who had refused’to con-

‘standing the will of the nation,|

‘power.

. A tense revolutionary situation
exists in Italy. All of the factors
necessary for a successful atterapt
‘on the part of the workezs to
take governmental power into
their own hands,
socialist Italy and thus initiate a
new movement towards the world
revolution, are present. Except

factor—a revolutionary party
tomposed of workers basing
themselves on the program of
‘revolutionary Marxism. T h e
'problem of problems for the
workers of Italy is to create such

‘a party ini the shortest possible

time.

It is not excluded that the
workers take power in Ttaly with-
out the formal leadership of a
revolutionary. party. There .are

‘enough revolutionary workers in

Italy, sufficiently educated in the
principles of revolutionary Marx-
ism and steeped in the tradition
of ‘the Bolshevik Revolution in

'Russia, to lead the masses in the

creation of workers’ peasants’ and
soldiers’ councils and have those
councils  assume governmental
But without 'a revolu-
tionary party these councils would
come under the control of the
Stalinists and reformists and this

would mean not only a cessation

in the progress of the revolution

‘| but an inevitable retrogressmn to

capitalist power.

What are the possibilities for
the creation of a revolutionary
Marxist party in Italy?

Fascism has physically ex-
terminated thousands of revolu-
tionary workers, those who con-
stituted the efite of the Italian

revolutionary movement. But
many thousands escaped the
clutches of Mussolini’s black-

shirts and have been quietly
biding their time for just such a
situation as the present one. A
great many revolutionists have al-

'ready been released from prison

and many more will get their
freedom as the mass movement
against the present regime
develops. Quite a few revolu-
tionary Marxists will return from

_exile.

It is true that the workers who
played a role in the revolu-
tionary Marxist movement before
Mussolini took power are almost

Jall at least forty years: of-ageft.

and, as an average age, that is
way too old for an active and
effective revolutionary party. Un-
doubtedly many of these older
workers have become tired; but
a sufficient number have retained
their revolutionary spirit and can
form the essential cadres for the
creation of 'a revolutionary party.
We must recognize that a revolu-

‘I tionary situation brings back the

revolutionary spirit to many a
warker who left the reirolutlonaly
movement for

government would not dare to|2nother-

‘defy the will so clearly expressed

* % ¥

Sinece the old revolutionary
workers were ‘for the most part
members or sympathizers of the
Communist Party of Italy at the
time Mussolini came to power,
the question arises whether they
will.not all floek to the Stalinists
and thus preven} the formation
of a strong revolutlonary paxty in

"the near future. We must agsume,

I think, that the majority of these

old revolutlonary workers have

not been able to keep abreast of
all developments within the com-
munist movement since the fascist

'dlctatorshlp compe]led them to
 go underground. Undoubtedly the

Stalinists will take advantage of
this fact and try to get the old
Communist Party members and,
sympathlzers to rally around their
party.

ut we must remember that the
Communist Party members of
1922, spoke a dztferent language
from that which the Stahmsts
speak at the present tlme ‘The

the ranks or sympathizers of the
Communist Party, of Ttaly in 1922
could not poss1bly stomach the
present Stalinist line.

I do not mean to infer that the
Italian revolutionary workers are
better Marxists than the workers
of other countries and that
therefore they would reject ‘the

present hne of the - Stahmsts

|Problem Of The -Building The| ‘
Marxist Party In ltaly |

FE—— By M. Morrison

proclaim a

one—the most important single

 Stalinist politics in degrees and:

| they were not asked to give up
 the struggle for socialism.
capitalist countries because they

| elapsed. after. Stalin usurped the
'power of the Commumst Im-‘_

party must have the intelligent,

‘cratic-capitalist society  can be

one reason or|known only to those who live in

‘the freedoms mentioned above. !

- were £told. some truths about the
‘it is the fact that a revolutionary

situation  exists ;
'works to the advantage of the '

,Marx1sts will have a very at-

overwhelming probability is thaf|
'many of those Wwho ‘were 'in

the .creation of a party of the-

.whereas the revolutxonary works
ers. of gther’ countries accepted
the Stalinist line and remained
loyal to the Stalinist parties. T
simply mean that the revolution
ists of 1922 could mnot all of a
sudden be made to accept Stalinist
politics. It must be remembered
‘that the thousands of revolu<
‘tionary workers who remained’
loyal to Stalinism in spite of its
 distortion of Marxism accepted

by stages. They were not asked
to become defenders of ims .
perialist countries all at onep;

in

were military allies of the Soviet
Union until many years had

ternational.

The difference between the
present Stalinist’ line and t.he_ -
political line of the commumsts :
of 1922 is so great that it is im-
possible to think that the olld
revolutionary workers of Italy
would not reject the Stalinists.
with disgust and loathing. And it
can be said also that very fewt -
of the old revo]utlonary worker,s
in other countries remain in the.
ranks of the Stalinists. Those
who do remain have become part  ~
of the bureaucracy. Not even the:
prestige of having the Soviet:
Union behind them could gain the.
adherence of the old Italian:’
revolutionary workers for the:
Stalinists except for a short
period.

The revolutionary party that is
to be built has a tremendous ad-
vantage over the Stalinists in that
they who must begin building it
speak a language that is under-
stood by the old revolutionary .
workers. They speak the language
of Lenin and Trotsky. ;

E R S 3

To be effective, a revolutionary

$2 1

fighting, self-sacrificing working
class youth. The great mass of
this youth of Italy is in the army
and a substantial number are in
the factories. This youth has not
had the benefit of any Marxist

education. To which party will
the mass of young workers turn?
We. must assume that fascism
has generated democratic: capltal-
ist illusions among -the masses.
In comparison with the fascist
regime the democratic- capltahst
one must appear as a ventable_
heaven. Especially is this true-
with the youth that has had no
experience with any democratics,
capitalist state. Freedom -of
press, speech, assembly and elees
tions are powerful attractiong
and their limitations in a demo—v =

such a society. The reformist
socialists~and Stalinists, harping -
upon  these freedoms, and sup-
ported by the capitalist demos
crac1es, start with an advantage
over the revolutionary Marxists.

However, the advantage is far
from being an insuperable one
The revolutionary Marxists will
of course also support most‘
vxgorously the struggle for "all

To a certain extent the revolu-
tionists are aided by the fact that
the youth under the fascist regime .

capltahst democrac1es. Above all
in Italy that

revolutionary Marxists. In such a:
sityation the minds of the wotk-”“
ers are alert and ¢an more easxl“
distinguish the true from "the
false. Under the circumstances in
which the Italian masses, find
themselves the  revolutionar
tentive audience. u

The building of a revolutionary -
party, the chief task of the revolu=_
tionary Marxists of Italy, must be +
undertaken at once and with the:
greatest energy. With the’ old -
revolutionary workers and theﬁ‘
Trotskyist emigres as the nucleus, &
Fourth -International is a task.
which under the present circum--
stances 'in Italy can be accom-’

phshed in a very short period.

e

i

gram among the Soviet masses. |
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To defend the USSR as
the main fortress of the
world proletariat, against
all assaults of world im-
perialism and of internal

counter-revolution, is the
most important duty of
every class-conscious

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

Military training of workers, ﬁnanced
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’

i 10

ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers. “

Trade wnion wages for all workers
drafted into the army.

Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war mdustrlee—-l)own
with Jim Crowism everywhere.
Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operahon under workers’ control.

A rising scale of wages to meet the

rising cost of living.’
Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks. .

the Trade Unious.
. A Workers’
ment. )
. The defense of the Soviet Union

. against imperialist attack.

3 Years After The
Murder Of Trotsky

(Contmued from page 1)

Trotsky commented as follows on this astonish-
ing dialogue:

“‘1 know, der Fuehrer responds, ‘but why" did
France and England give Poland complete freedom
of action?’ ™
“The proletariat has a young and still weak revo-
lutionary leadership. But the leadership of the
bourgeoisie rots on its feet. At the very outset of
* the war which they could not avert, these gentle-
men are convinced, in advance of the collapse of
- their regime. This fact alone must be for us the
‘source of invincible revolutionary optimism!”

Three years have. elapsed since Stalin murdered
Trotsky. Coulondre’s Third French Republic has
been destroyed. Italian Fascism has collapsed. Mus-
~ solini’s fall has shaken Hitler’s Third Reich to the

~ . depths. The sparks of revolution are being blown
throughout Europe. '

" In his last great political document, “The Man-
1festo of the Fourth International on the Imperial-

and Farmers’ Govern-

addressed himself “to the working men and wo-
men, the soldiers .and sailors, the ruined peasants
and the enslaved colonial peoples.” He told them
that “the chief cause of war as well as of all other
social evils — unemployment, the high cost of liv-
ing, fascism, colonial oppression — is the private

i ownership of the means of production together with

_ the bourgeois state which rests on this foundation.”

He pointed out that: “By its very creation of
“.enormous difficulties and dangers for the imperial-
ist metropolitan centers, the war opens up wide

- ling ©of cannon in Europe heralds the approaching
. hour of their liberation.” The six-year struggle

- of the Chinese people against Japan and the rising

~ of the Indian masses against Great Britain por-
tend the downfall of imperialism in Asia.
Against the petty-bourgeois deserters, Trotsky
insisted upon the defense of the USSR against
imperialist attack, predicting that “Stalin’s friend-
ship with Hitler will not endure. . . for any length
of time.” Against Stalin’s method of alliances with
~one or another camp of imperialism, Trotsky
taught that “The Fourth International can defend
the USSR only by methods of revolutionary class
- struggle.” The morale of the Soviet people, the
recovery of the Red Armies from devastating de-
feats and now their tremendaous victories testify to
_-the unbounded vitality of the October Revolution.

5.
6.
7. An Independent Labor Party based on
8
9

ist War and the Proletarian Revolution,” ‘Trotsky

- The action of the Italian masses in overthrowing

training camps, financed by the gove

N

possibilities for the oppressed peoples. The rumb- -

~ - -
fascism gives a sample of the revolutionary vigor
and spirit of the European working class.

“Peace will not be concluded by those forces now
waging the war. The workers and soldiers will dic-
tate their own program of peace!” The anti-war
demonstrations and strikes of Italian workers and
soldiers are verifying this in real life.

“By testing everything that exists and discard-
ing everything rotten, war represents a mortal
danger to the outlived Internationals,” wrote Trot-

. sky. The revolutionary struggles ushered in by the

resistance of the Soviet masses and the revolt of the
Italian workers will inevitably sweep away Stalin-
ism and Social-Democracy. ~

But the Fourth International 11ves “struggles,
grows in the midst of the war. “The Fourth Inter-
national builds its policy not.on the military for-
tunes of the capitalist states but on the transform-
ation of the imperialist war into a war of the work-
ers against the capitalists, on the overthrow of the
ruling classes in all countries, on the world socialist
revolution.”” The revolting workers of Italy, even
if not as'yet under the banner of Trotskyism, are
‘beginning to realize in action this program which
seemed so “unrealistic” to near-sighted politicians.

"The events which are today confounding the
calculations and upsetting the plans of the warring
“imperialists vindicate Trotsky’s predictions, pro-
gram and perspectives. As yet we have witnessed
only the earliest phases of the revolutionary de-
velopments which will emanate from the war.
Coming events will still further expose the internal
weaknesses of the imperialist system and the utter
rottenness and perfidy of Stalinism and Social-
Democracy. They will fully disclose the colossal
power and revolutionary potentialities of the in-
surgent masses.

This new revolutionary tide will sweep every-
thing before it. It willlift the Fourth Internation-
al to the helghts

The coming revolution will restore to his right-
ful place the unsullied figure of Leon Trotsky,
warrior-leader of the world revolution, hero-mar-
tyr of the struggle for socialism, founder of the
Fourth Internatxonal

An Answer To Tﬁe‘
Smith-Connally Act

Wall Street’s henchmen in Congress thought they
had the labor movement. on the‘run when they
passed the Smith-Connally Bill. Some of the cor-
porations, tasting bloed, immediately proceeded
to defy. the War Labor Board in order to break
down its policy of granting “maintenance of mem-
‘bership.” They all thought the campaign to house-
break the labor movement was well on' the way to
successful conclusion.

- But Business Week, a magazine that is to be
found, in evety corpatation office, felt it necessary.
to caution its subscribers that the Smlth Connaliy
Act ‘might turn out to be a double-edged sword.
Business Week is afraid that labor at the present
time “cannot be pushed down from its present high
ground.”

That Business Week is not. altogether wrong is
shown by the action of the Allis-Chalmers workers
of Springfield, Ill., who are now legally entitled.to
strike under the same repressive machinery es-
tablished by the Smlth Connally “slave labor” law
itself.

This strike vote is all the more remarkable in
that the workers were subjected to a heavy barrage
of anti-strike propaganda from both the Stalinist
and CIO bureaucrats. In addition, the-strike bal-
lots issued to the workers by the National Labor
Relations Board read: “Do you wish to permit an
interruption of war production in wartime as a re-
sult of this dispute?” The great’ majority of the
workers voted Yes.

This strike vote of the Allis-Chalmers workers
serves to remind-us once again that the American
labor movement, 13 million strong, is still unde-
feated. This giant of a labor movement may be in
retreat, he may be without adequate leadership
and program, but he is still a giant. The retreats
of the union movement. are not due to lack of
solidarity in the ranks, or any lack of ability or
desire to fight, but because the top bureaucracy of

" the labor movement has gone over lock, stock and

barrel to the war machine and has been freely giv-
ing away labor’s hard won rights.

It is therefore not surprising that it was Phlhp
Murray who squawked loudest against the ruling
of Attorney General Biddle that any group of work-
ers could demand a strike vote under the Smith-
Connally Act. It is obvious that these labor fakers

are as much afraid. of strikes as the billion-dollar -

corporations themselves. These labor fakers not
only continue to support Roosevelt regardless of
what anti-labor crimes he commits; they literally
cling to him, as protection against their own mem-
bership. A year ago, the mention of Roosevelt’s
name was sufficient to hold the union ranks in
check. But, unfortunately for Murray and Green,

~ those days are long past. That is - why the top lead-

ers of the United Auto Workers spent almost an
Hour last week begging Roosevelt to personally ad-
dress their coming convention at Buffalo on Sep-
tember 29. The labor bureaucrats are beginning
to tremble before the wrath and the rising militancy
of the rank and file. They hope to stave off the in-
evitable revolt against them, they hope to keep
labor subservient a little longer, by trotting out
on the stage the magic personality himself.

‘The American workers are learning every day. .
They are making greater strides in their political !
education today than even in the feverish days that
marked the rise of the CIO. Once the American
workérs build a leadership that adequately ex-
presses their aspirations and aims, they will aston-
ish and inspire the whole world again — as they
did in 1936-37 — by their overwhelming strength,
their militancy, their aggressiveness in action, their
fighting power. Speed the day.

- my

| corrupt

1ist nature of fascism.

(Continued from page 1)

Churchill, “that order and tran-
quility are essential elements for
a quicker allied victory.” But he|
hastens to assure them that his
program is the best one to achieve
both these aims. “The best way
to achieve them is ‘an immediate
campaign in Italy for joining the
United States and Great Britain
in a final battle against Nazism.”
Sforza warns Roosevelt and
Churchill that Badoglio cannot
successfully carry out this pro-
gram for the capitalists of Wall
and. Lombard Streets. “Such a
campaign can be led only by Ital-
ians whose past is clean. . . like
friends of the Action
Party. . .” '

How does Sforza propose to
line up the Italian people behind
the war program of the allies?
Sforza thinks he has just the right
combination that . will trick the
Ttalian masses into support of
Anglo-American capitalism. Put
on trial, Sforza, says, “the
and rich. leaders of
faseism, like Grandi- Federzoni,
Volpi, Ciano. . . If complex and
generous agrarian ‘reforms are
seriously promised, and if a new
government comes into power”—
no doubt headed by Sforza and
his friends of the Action Party—
then, he is .positive, the Italian
masses will consent to become
cannon-fodder again. »

‘Sforza’s main  objection to the
present military-monarchical
Badoglio dictatorship is its
foreign policy. That is why heis
able to suggest that Badoglio,
who has been “a ' close - col-
laborator of mine in important
international treaties” might
possibly remain in the proposed|
new government as commander-
in-chief of the army. According
to Sforza, the chief trouble with
Badoglio is° that “he lacks the
moral authority and the historical |
imagination ‘which are needed in
Italy ‘today.”
 Badoglio’s foreign
Guarlgha, who was Mussolini’s
ambassador to France, is describ-
ed by Sforza as “a decent fellow;

.| was one of my best collaborators

minister,| A

when I was foreign minister.”
Sforza’s program is all too
revealing. He wants to betray the
Italian people to Anglo-American
capitalism. He wants to ensnare
the Italian people with a few
meaningless and false 'promises
about. post-war agrarian reforms
in order to keep them plunged
into the maelstrom of the second
world  war. Thus Sforza hopes to
save at least a part of the Italian
empire, to preserve at least a
part of the power and privileges
of the Italian capitalists.

.Such are the opinions, such are
the aims of this foremost Italian
“democrat” in exile. This program
is so vile and treacherous and
cynical that even George de San-
tillana, a pro-allied fellow Italian
refugee, is doubtful that it can

be realized, He writes skeptically:
“I do not see how the trick can
work that easily. And, anyway, it
would be a trick.”

STURZO’S STAND

" Another Italian refugee with a
big name is Don Luigi -Sturzo,
founder of one of the Italian
democratic.  .capitalist  parties.
This is the same gentleman who
assured the workers in 1927 that
fascism was impossible in -Ger-
many, England or France. Sturzo
does not even go as far as Count
Sforza in his criticism = of
| Badoglio or the King. He merely
expresses the hope that they will
accede to the Allied demand for

sure that allied-occupation is “the
beginning of liberation from the
internal fascist tyranny.”

Sturzo also speaks well of
Badoglio’s foreign minister, Gua-
riglia.- He describes. him as a
“very-good choice” and points out
that Guariglia had a long back-
ground as a diplomat. Sturzo does
not mention that part of the back-
ground was gained in assisting
Mussolini and Hitler to put over
the: Munich deal in 1938.

A “SOCIALIST” ;

Another leading Italian refugee
is Vanni Montana, Secretary of
the Ttdlian Socialist -Federation.

personally, I remember that he‘

Unhke Sforza and Sturzo, vsho

“unconditional . surrender,” He is|

Role Of Some Itahan
Refugees In The U. S.

do not claim to be anything more
than capitalist “democrats,” Mon-
tana calls himself a socialist and
writes “I think I express the
views of the leadership of the
underground Socialist Party.”

This “socialist” writes that the
United Nations should not be:
“foolish enough to renounce their
demand  for unconditional sur-
render.” He also holds that the
“United Nations should come out
with a declaration that they are
not against a republic if the
Italian people want it. . . That
more or less they will give the
Italian people what they want—
if it is a republic, particularly.”
Holding these opinions, it is con-
sistent for Montana to write: “I
agree with Sforza.”

Montana is a pro-allied, pro-
war, yellow “socialist” of the

the Ttalian masses is not to fight
for socialism, but to reestablish
a capitalist democratic republic—

paved the way for Mussolini and
the fascist regime, after the last
world war. He has no faith how-
ever, that the Italian masses, by
their - efforts, can achieve even
this program. That is why he
relies not on them, but on Roose-
velt and Churchill.-

TOOLS AND TRAITORS
These Italian refugees just
described, who demand that Italy
join - the Anglo-American war
alliance, who support the Roose-
velt-Churchill demand for “un-
conditional surrender,” who favor
AMCOT’s occupation plans, ob-
viosly . do not represent the
wishes or the needs of the Italian
masses who are demonstrating in
huge strikes and parades for an
end to the slaughter and the war.

.~ These refugees hope to return
to Ttaly under the protection of
Anglo-American bayonets .and
set up a government under the
supervision and. authorlty of
AMGOT. They are conscious or
unconscious tools 'of Anglo-Amer-
ican capitalism. These refugees
are not leaders of the Italian
revolutionary struggle. They are

traitors to that struggle.

Trotsky

Of F. I.

‘The Trotsky, Memorial August
issue of the ‘monthly magazine,
Fourth ‘International, features an
editorial on “Italy: The First
Phase of the Revolution,” review-

after Mussolini’s fall and showing
that these events confirm-
Trotskyist analysis of the capltal-

“Also featured is = “Campaign
For A Labor Party!” by James
P. Cannon, National Secretary of
the Socialist Workers Party, in-
cluding an outline and a speech
made last November .on the
prospects for the :formation of
an independent labor party in
this country and the tasks of the
Marxists. in the light of these
prospects.

“The Court Verdict .on the
Assassin of Leon Trotsky” by
Walter O’Rourke is an- analysis
of the recent Mexican court deci-
sion imposing the maximum
sentence on the GPU killer,
“Frank Jacson.”

“A Report on the Communist,
International” is the text of a
speech- by Leon Trotsky at the
end of 1922, examining the
prospects for world revolution

ing the events of the first week|.

the

Memonal lssue

munist Parties. “This article " is
printed -in Enghsh here for the
first time. i

QOther articles in the August
issue of the F. I. include:
“The CIO’s Answer To
Anti-Labor Drive” by

The
Felix

meeting of the - CIO Executive
Board. and the. program . it
adopted there. This article should
be of interest to. all union mili-
tants eager to combat the rising
cost of living and create an
independent labor party.

“The Roosevelt Regime In
Crisis” by William F. Warde, a
discussion of the class forces and
recent struggles undermining the
position of the administration.

“A Manual of Party Orgamza-
tion” by E. R. Frank is an
enlightening review of Pioneer
Publishers’ new book, “The Strug-
gle For A Proletarian Party” by
James P. Cannon.

-“International Notes” this
month reports good news about
the .activities of Fourth Inter-
nationalists in' Britain and Cuba,
where healthy and substantial
progress is being ‘made in. the
mass movement, and in Mexico,

and the weaknesses of the Com-

where the Trotskyist paper is now

Morrow, a review of the July|

' On Sale

| appearing regularly as a printed
four pager.

Order your copy of the F. L
from Business Manager, 116
University Pl.,, New York 3, N. Y.
Individual copies are 20 cents, a
yearly subscription is $2.

Cost of Guerin’s
Book On Fascism

Through a clerical error Daniel
Guerin’s excellent book, “Fascism
and Big Business,” was ad-
vertised at the price of 50 cents
in the ‘last two issues of this
paper.

Pioneer Publishers, who issued
“Fascism and Big Business,” has
asked The Militant to gxplam that
the price of this 339-page volume
is actually 75 cents. However,
Pioneer will fill at the price ad-
vertised all orders from readers
of this paper received prior to
August 14.

Even at 75 cents, Guerin’s book
is a real buy for all who want to
%nderstand the nature of fascism
as an instrument of capitalism.
It is the best Marxist book on
the question. Order from Pioneer
Publishers, 116 University PL,

New York 3, N. Y.
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worst type. He thinks the job of

the same kind of republic that -

WPB Tries to Put Over
Aircraft Speedup Plan

The War Production Board is trying.to put over
the “incentive plan” in the West Coast aircraft plants.
‘Charles E. Wilson, WPB executive vice-chairman, is
going to the West Coast on August 14 to see if he
can sell the workers this bill of goods,

-The bosses are all strong for this plan. Why not?.
It gives them more profits and helps break down
union conditions.
tive plan in order to stop demands for wage increases
and to speed up production.

The aircraft workers have plenty of cause for
dissatisfaction. They are already badly overworked.
In addition, the West Coast aireraft workers receive
far lower wages than the midwest workers receive
for similar work.

Six months ago the WLB turned down their modest
demand for a ten cent hourly wage increase. Since
then discontent has been steadily growing. Now the
answer of the government and the bosses is the at-

tempt to mstxtute a more ferocious speed-up sys-
tem.

Outside of the manufacturers, the main propon-
ents of this employer-sponsored profit and speedup
plan are the Stalinist finks. A Daily Worker editorial
for August 10 hails the aircraft proposal.

A large proportion if not majority of the workers

{in the West Coast aircraft industry belongs to the

CIO United Automobile Workers. The UAW has re-
peatedly voted against the incentive speedup plan.
As a matter of fact, no local of this union is allowed
to atcept this plan unless it receives specxal permis<
sion from the International.

The UAW, if it adheres to its policy, Will tell both
the War Production dollar-a-year men as well as
the Stalinist finks where to get off.

Coeducation in USSR
“Rbolished by Stalin

Stalin. has abolished co-education in all Soviet
schools. In this way he has destroyed another of the
few surviving gains of the revolution and dealt a.
blow to the position of women in the Soviet Union.
Girls and boys are to receive different as well as
separate training. Accordmg to the Stalinist credo,
the main duty of womanhood lies in bringing up
children, Women’s position in society is thus restricted
primarily to the nursery and its attendant obliga-
tions. This is the “educational” theory of the Prus-
sian junkers and. their Nazi satellites.

This latest’ reactionary move is especially signifi-
cant in connection with a whole series of measures
in the recent months designed to foster and mtrench
a new milifary easte in- the country!

Schools are of added importance to the Kremlin
in view of a previous decree which prohibited any
further appointments of Red Army officers fromthe
ranks and which limits all future. eppointments, as
was the case under Czarism, to those who have passed
certain “school requirements.”

That this “military” aspect is foremost in the
Kremlin’s mind is revealed by the following signi-
ficant remarks cabled from Moscow in connection with
the decree abolishing co-education: ‘ '

“The man must be a soldier. A boy must be pre-
pared for service in the Red Army while he is still
in school. He receives special physical and purely
military training for a stern soldier’s life.” (N. Y.
Times, August 5.) *

Stalin needs a counter-weight ‘to ;chat section of
the Red officers’ corps who have in recent months
risen from the ranks, and whose ties with thé masses

‘| are still fresh and strong.

Before the Nazi invasion Soviet schools were turned
into-institutions accessible primarily to those able to
pay tuitions, ie. the sons and daughters of the
bureaucrats. By its latest measure the Kremlin
tightens still further its control over the selection
and appointment of officers, acquires additional levers
for tying the officers more closely to the regime and
for creating as great a gulf as possible between the
officers, the rank and file of the army and the masses
in the country as a whole. At the same time, the
schools are to be turned into institutions mculcatmg
the ideology of the new military caste.

The War Has Doubled
BigeBusinessr Profits

Workers whose incomes are being slashed by soar-
ing prices and stiffer taxes will be interested in the
current National City Bank report that corporation
income this year, after taxes, runs about 14% higher
than last year. The bank’s survey covered 340 coms«
panies, including most of the blg mdustrlal corpora«
tions.

Randolph Paul, general counsel of the U. S, Treas-
ury Department, has presented an even more candid
picture of war profiteering. Paul estimates corporate

| profits, before taxes, for 1943 at $26,200,000,000,

which is four times the 1939 profits. Even after
taxes, 1943 profits are more than double those of
1939.

These super-profits are sweated out of the work«
ers in two ways. First, by the speedup in the plants. .
Second, through the lush government contracts which
are - paid for by taxing the people. Present taxes on
corporations do not begin to touch the reported pl-‘Oﬁts
of the corporations, let alone their concealed income.

Roosevelt insists that new taxes must be imposed
which “really hurt.” Assuredly, the only ones that
have not been hurt to date by taxes are the big cor<

| porations. Cold figures prove that Roosevelt’s “equal-

ity of sacrifice” translates itself into ever-deeper cuts
in the workers’ living standards and record-breaking
profits for Big Business. -

The government wants the incen-
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