Judiciary Committee and thus
floor of the House.

Kill The Poll Tax!

Less than 80 more signatures are needed for the House Dis-
charge Petition No. 3 to force the anti-poll tax bhill out of the

bring the bill to a vote on the

Every union in the country should act at once to demand
‘that the Representative from its district sign his name to Dis-
charge Petition No. 3 without further delay, Kill the poll tax!
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Miners

Fight To Publlc

Carr

Kenneay Resigns from War Labor Board
Murray-Green Beg White House Aid

As the negotiations between the coal miners and the South-
ern coal operators remained deadlocked despite the intervention
of Roosevelt’s personal representative, John R. Steelman, the
United Mined Workers carried their story to the American peo-
ple in page-long advertisements in 52 leading newspapers.

: In this unique move the Mine Workers present the facts

‘about the mine situation as fol- »

fows:

HERE ARE THE FACTS

1. Although the miners are paid
for only seven hours they actually
average approximately eight and
one half hours between the time
a miner enters and when he leaves
a coal mine.

2. A survey of prices in coal
region food stores reveals that be-
tween August 1939 and February
1943 prices had increased on an
average from 99.68 percent to
124.6 percent.

. 3. The basic rate of pay in the

"coal mines is 50 cents a day less

than 23 years ago.

4. The American coal miner
produces from three to five times
more per man than a British coal
miner, making it possible for
America to enjoy the cheapest coal
in the. world.

5. Out of his pay, the coal miner
must buy tools, blasting powder,
keep up his pitlight, buy special
working clothes including three to
five pairs of rubber boots a year.

The miners printed photostatic
copies of typical monthly state-
ments- handed to employees by
the company. These show that

the average miner frequently
cnds the month in debt to thg
company. _

These facts are only the begin-
ning in the campaign promised by
the miners to make the truth
known to the American people.

COAL OPERATORS

SIT TIGHT
Meanwhile the coal operators
have not budged from their

original strategy of sitting tight,
offering absolutely no concessions,
and in truth making a mockery ot
the collective bargaining negotia-
tions. To every demand, to every
argument of the United Mine
Workers representatives, they
answer: “We have reached a com-
plete impasse as far as collective
bargaining is .concerned. We could
argue until doomsday and never
get anywhere.” They insist the
demands of the miners be referred
to the War Labor Board.

But the resignation of Thomas
Kennedy, Secretary-Treasurer of
the United Mine Workers from
the War Labor Board constitutes
public warning that the UMW

(Continued on page 2)

StaliniStsLay Trap
For Minnesota Labor

By BARBARA BRUCE

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.,

April 1. — Even the false hope

of some trade unionists that some kind of weapon for working-
class political action could be made out of the reorganized Min-
nesota Farmer-Labor Party was extinguished last week-end when
the Stalinists walked away with the state FLP convention held

in St. Paul.

Convoked by the so-called right wing (the con-

servative trade union leaders), the convention was mtended to

“set up the Farmer-Labor Partyy

as the official F-L organization,
in opposition to the Farmer-
Labor Association, already i
the hands of the Stalinists. But
the FLP officials, who still do
not know how to fight the Sta-
linists, were beaten at their own

=

game.
The Farmer-Labor Association
had been the organization to

which unions, cooperatives and
farm groups have affiliated and
paid dues; and for a time at least,
it was under the nominal contro!
of the labor movement in Min-
nesota. In its hey-day, almost
every union in the state supported
the Association. But since 1936
the Stalinists have gradually in-
creased their stranglehold and the
unjons dropped away. Today the
Farmer-Labor Association is only
an empty shell which the Stalin-
ists, like the hermit crab, use to
cover their political nakedness.

FLP OFFICIALS
OUT-MANEUVERED

It was the complete degenera-
tion of the Farmer-Lahor Associa-
tion and its abandonment by the
trade unions, as evidenced by the
terrible defeats in the last two
election campaigns, that prompted
the old-line Farmer-Laborites to
call a convention of the Farmer-
Labor Party in an attempt to
reconstitute it as a rival to the
old Association. Although the
need is for a Labor Party bhased
on, controlled and financed by the
trade unions, the die-hard FLP
officials attempted to rebuild the
tottering party with the voters as
the foundation stone and not the
labor movement. But the Stalin-
ists out-maneuvered the “practical”
politicians and elected their rep-
resentatives to official posts: They
now have both the Farmer-Labor
Association and the Farmer-Labor
Party in their grasp.

In Minneapolis, the political
committee of the <Central Labor
Union has been meeting weekly

(Continued on page 2)
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Another Under Sea. Menace!

i

NEWS ITEM: The lives of American and United Nations soldiers, sailors and merchant marine
seamen have been seriously endangered by U. 8. Steel Corporation officials in the Carnegie-Illinois
plants who deliberately sold sub-standard steel and armor plate to the procurement services of the
The scandal was not uncovered until a ship made with the defective steel in the Kaiser
Shipyards, on Jan, 17, broke in two and sank a few hours after it had been delivered.

Business.
tions of profiteering,

Militant.

present grab “you have a cool

Steel” is handed out billions.

Those . workers who have been following
the countless scandals of World War Il now
know that part of the money taken from their
wages in the form of the “Victory Tax” and
other tuxes goes back into the coffers of Big
This is made clear by the revela-
swmdlmg and stealing
by Big Business reported in this issue of The

According to Representative Jones of Ohio,
if the American shipowners continue their

of which the taxpayers will be defrauded.”
And these parasites constitute but one detach-
ment of the Looters’ Legion of Big Business.
While Washington sets down a “Little Steel”
formula for freezing workers’
And not they

"An End To Profiteering

An Editorial

The profits
the people.

drives imperil

removed?
billion dollars
Legion!

tories!
wages, “Big
trol!

Lxpropriate the war industries,
ing, steel-making, power plants, aluminum fac-

alone. The Aluminum barons, the auto Kings,
the. Banking tycoons and others are also get-
ting in on the Big Steal — the greatest raid
on the U. S. Treasury in history.

of these plutocrats impoverish

Their defective  steel plate en-
dangers the lives of men in the armed forces
and in the merchant marine. Their anti-labor

the entire labor movement.

How can this menace of the monopolists be
There is one really effective way:
Organize politically to drive out the Looters’

shipbuild-

Let them be operated under workers’ con-

CarlsonDefendstersDemands

Grace Carlson, prominent Min-
nesota labor leader, sent the fol-
lowing letter on March 30th to
the Editor of the St. Paul Pio-
neer Press:

Dear Sir,

In an editorial appearing in the
March 27th issue of the Pioneer
Press entitled “Miner's Food and
Pay” you attacked John L. Lewis
for saying that thousands of miners
are suffering from dietary defi-
ciencies and therefore need wage
increases. 1 was not surprised to
find the Pioneer Press opposing a
t,radq union leader who was fight-
ing to have his workers get a few
more of the good things of life.

It was rather surprising, how-
ever, to read in this editorial such
an outrageously false statement
as the following: “Millions of per-
sons throughout the United States
suffer from dietary deficiency and
their condition has nothing to do
with their earning power or
economic status. Dietary deficien-
cies as they are known in the
United States are seldom caused
by a lack of food but usually by
a poor selection for which the in-
dividual usually is responsible.”

There has been so much evidence
given in Dboth scientific and
popular journals to link dietary
deficiency or malnutrition to
poverty, that it seems impossible

Illinois-Carnegie is an old
1 hand at the profitable game
of faking tests.

In 1894 Carnegie Steel also
sold defective armor plate to
the Umted States navy.
Charles M. Schwab then gen-
eral superintendent for Carne-
gie and later president of Beth-
lehem Steel, admitted under
questioning of the House
Naval Affairs Committee that
the company had deliberately
concealed the defect.in its re-
port and that he knew about
the defects all the time.

In its report, the 1894 House
Naval  Affairs ° Committee
stated: '

“The company, or its ser-
vants, have perpetrated mani-
fold frauds, the natural tend-
ency of which was to palm off
on the government an inferior
armor, whose inferiority

lllinois-Carnegie Old Hand
At Defrauding Government

might perchance appear only
in the shock of battle and with
incalculable damage to the
country, No fine or mere
money compensation is an
adequate atonement for such
wrongs. The commission of
such frauds is a moral crime
of the gravest character,

“If the criminality of a
wrongful act is to be meas-
ured by the deliberation with
which it is committed, the
magnitude of the evils likely
to result from its perpetra-
tion, and the want of provoca-
tian with which it is done, the
frauds which your Committee
have found are worthy to be
crimes.”

By and large, with the
change of a few dates and de-
tails, the account of what took
place in 1894 can be used to
describe the scandal of 19483,

that the editor of the Pioneer
Press has not come across it.

The very authoritative Commit-
tee on Nutrition in Industry, set
up by the National Research Coun-
cil, said in a 1942 report, “The
role of economic factors in the
production of malnutrition hardly
needs emphasis.” The Committee
quotes at length from a United
States Department of Agriculture
survey which showed that of the
diets of thousands of employed
workers from all part of the coun-
try earning $2000 per year or less,
only 15% could be considered
“good” diets. However, the diets
of 56% of the administrative em-
ployees who earned more than
$5000 could be called “good.” It
should be noted that this study
was made in 1936-37 when a $2000
wage could buy much more
nourishing food for a worker and
his family.

Not ignorance Dbut poverty
creates the tragic problem of
malnutrition in the United States.

A good diet, according to the
Committee on Nutrition in In-
dustry, should include the follow-
ing daily consumption of food: 1
pint of milk at least; two servings

of potatoes; two servings of fruit,

Signs-of Revolt
Grow in Europe

There are many centers of dis-
turbance in occupied Europe, Ac-
cording to Ray Brock’s cable
from Smyrna, Turkey: ¢ . .In-
formation from reliable inform-
ants in Rumania and Hungary
gives a broad picture of frenzied
Axis efforts to stamp out organ-
ized armed resistance in Yugo-
slavia, Greece and Albania, to
strangle rising discontent and de-
fections in Hungary, Rumania
and sutly Bulgaria.” (N.Y. Times
April 4).

The raging storm in Hitler's
rear is spreading.

one of which should be a citrus
variety or tomato; two vegetables,
one of which should be leafy green
or yellow; one egg; one serving
of meat, fish or poultry; a whole
grain cereal dish; whole grain or
enriched \white bread at every
meal; butter or vitamin fortified
oleomargarine, )
Workers who want to  give
their families such a nourishing
diet as well as decent clothing
and warm homes, are behind John
L. Lewis and his fighting miners
in their efforts to have some of
the huge profits of the U. S.
monopolies given back to the
workers in the form of increased
wages,
Signed,
Grace Carlson

Jim Crow in 2nd
World War; Subject
Sunday Forum

The speaker at the next Sun-
day Night Forum of the New
York School of Social Science,
April 11 at 8 P. M. will be Ar-
thur Burch, well known speaker
and writer on the Negro ques-
tion.

The subject of his lecture will
be ‘“Jim Crow in the 2nd World
War,” in which will ‘be discussed
the problems facing negroes to-
day. Arthur Burch will analyze
the root causes of Jim Crowism
and criticize many of the remedies
and half-way measures proposed
to combat it. }

The speaker will present the
program of the Socialist Work-

bers Party on this important ques-

tion along with the reasons why
only this program of struggle can
end discriminatory practices.

The lecture will be held at the
headquarters of the school, second
floor, 116 University Place,

FIVE (5) CENTS
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- WAR PROFITEERING REVEALED IN SENATE

,

From Public Funds

EMORY LAND

that every labor organizer

Unions in N. J.
Contemplate Steps
For Labor Party

"By WILLIAM F. WARDE

The movement toward inde-
pendent political action by or-
.ganized labor is spreading. This
fact was confirmed at a meet-
ing of the executive board of
the American Labor League of
New Jersey in Camden on Sat-
urday, March 27 which unani-
mously nominated a special
committee to test whether the
time is ripe for the formation
of a Labor Party in that state.

This committee, headed by Karl
Thol of the UAW-CIO, will make
its recommendations at the annual
convention of the American Labor
League on May 23. In case of a
favorable report the actual launch-
ing of a Labor Party in New
Jersey could
clearing the way for the nomina-
tion of an independent slate of
candidates for tne governorship
and all other stdate, county and

local offices in the forthcoming
fall elections.

TIME FOR LABOR TO ACT

The committee was named
following a report by Carl Holder-
man State chairman read in his
absence by Samuel Colton ex-
ecutive secretary which urged the
CIO-AFL leaders to consider the
timeliness of labor acting as an
indepéndent political force and
raising the question of transform.
ing the American Labor League
into a political party on the order
of the American Labor Party of
New York.

The American Labor League is
the successor. of Labor's Non-
Partisan League in New Jersey.
Officials present at its meseting
represented CIO and AFL unions
with a membership of 400,000 in
19 of the state’s 21 counties. Al-
though the League has always
declared that its ultimate  ob-
jective was to form a labor party,
since its creation it has supported
the New Deal Democrats., Last
November it conducted a state-
wide campaign in behalf of the
re-election of Hague's Senator
Smathers.

AN INDEPENDENT LABOR
PARTY OR MORE DEALS

Whether or not these labor
followers of Roosevelt seriously
intend to set up an independent
labor party and run a ticket of
union men or whether they will
conclude another deal with the
capitalist politicians is uncertain.
Unquestionably the successful cam-
paign of the ALP in New York
last November has stimulated the
labor party movement in New
Jersey. It is known that the
leaders of the ALP are seeking to
cxtend the base of their movement
to other states. This move of the

New Jersey American Labor
League must be regarded as a
sequel to the meeting held at

Philadelphia last month, reported
in The Militant, at which ATLP
speakers called upon the CIO-AF].,
leaders of Pennsylvania to launch
a labor party of their own in that
state. ‘ o

Several Stalinist trade union
leaders of New Jersey have in-
formally expressed opposition to
this step and stated that they
expect to support either Demo-
cratic or Republican “candidates

in the elections next November.

then take place,’

“REVOLTING SCANDAL” IN

NOMINATION

By John Corbett

The U. S. Senate, which does not include a single
member of the labor movement, voted 70 to 5 to
reappoint Admiral Emory S. Land for another six
years‘ as Chairman of the Maritime Committee.

It was Land who on October 19, 1942, declared

should be shot at sunrise.

€ The reappointment came

in the face of a demand

by Senator Aiken of Ver-

mont that the Senate in-
vestigate the administra-
tion of the Maritime Com-
mission under Land be-
fore acting on President
Roosevelt’s nomination of
the anti-labor Admiral for

a new six-year term. =

‘Charging that he had “only
scratched the surface of what is
destined to become the most re-
volting scandal in the history of
national expenditures,” Senator
Aiken last week presented to the
Senate documentary proof of the
following charges against the
Maritime Commission and its
chairman who will hamile $19-
billion for another six years.

Aiken charged that Land’s Com-
mission had poured millions of
dollars of public funds into the
tills -of shipowners by failing to
recapture excess profits “although
required by law to do so;” had
dumped in additional millions by
paying “illegal and exorbitantly
high prices for old ships;” still
more millions by insuring “old
ships at excessive values;” ap-
proved charter rates that “resulted
in excessively high profits.” On
top of this they “permitted waste,
extravagance, and incompetency
to exist in shipyards,” and climax-
ed this flood of millions into ship-
owners pockets by allowing “ships
it virtually owned” to “go into
private hands” in order to by
them back at “exorbitant prices.”

WHITEWASH SHIPOWNERS

The capitalist press has tried to
whitewash the profiteering of the
shipowners much the same way it
is covering up the criminal prac-
tiges of U. S. Steel, the Aluminum
trust etc. Here are the facts con-
cerning the “revolting scandal”
which involves, as Senator Aiken
explains, ‘“one of the most im-
portant agencies in the world to-
day.”

The source of all quotations in
this article is the Congressional
Record. The facts were almost
wholly furnished by U. S. Comp-
troller General Lindsay C. Warven.

“First,” charges Aiken in The
Record of March 30, “it has re-
quisitioned ships for sale to the
Army and Navy, and. has reim-
bursed itself for certain costs
from the funds of these Depart-
ments in a manner not authorized
by law. The total of such unau-
thorized augmentation of its
funds is apparently in excess of
$100 million.”

Readers of MARITIME. A His-
torical Sketch and A Workers'
Program, latest book on Pioneer
Publishers’ list, will understand
why the Maritime Commission
found it convenient to tap Army
and - Navy Department funds in
addition to the funds already at
its disposal.

“Second,” charges Aiken, “It has
failed to recapture excess profits
from shipbuilders although re-
guired by law to do so.”

NOT A NICKEL

According to law, the Com-

mission is required to recapture

for the Federal Treasury all
profits exceeding 10 percent made
by contractors who  build ships
with the aid of construction sub-
sidies. “However, not a nickel of
excess profits has been recaptured.”

“Third. It has paid illegal and
exorbitantly high prices for old
ships.” The Senator cites the
transaction between the Maritime

(Continued on page 2)

Faked Steel
Tests Point
To Higher-ups

Capitalist Papers .
Whitewash Company‘
By C. Charles v

New testimony has been re-
vealed in the United States Steel
Corporation steel-faking scan-
dal. Chairman Truman, head of -
the Senate War lnvestlgatmg
Committee, disclosed on March.
31, that an important employe
of the I[llinois-Carnegie subsi-
diary of U. S. Steel had made
a statement indicating that
knowledge of the faked test
was not confined to the metal-
lurgical department of the Irvin
plant of Carnegie-lllinois.

This new testimony contradicts .
the earlier statement of J. Lester
Perry, President of the United
States Steel Corporation subsidi--
ary. Perry had insisted that'
knowledge of the “cheating” had-
gone no higher than the top met-
allurgist of the Irvin plant.

The employe who made this
revelation is Edward L. Robinson;
assistant to the manager of the"
metallurgical division of the

Pittsburgh district of Calnegie-
Illinois.

FAKE TESTS ADMITTED
On March 23, before the Truman

committee it was first admitted by
{top-ranking officials of U. S. Steel,

that Illinois-Carnegie had faked
tests of steel destined for U. S.

Navy, maritime and Lend-Lease
aid.

One ship, the Schenectady, con-
structed with steel from the
Homestead plant of Illinois Car-
negie, snapped in half on its trial
run on January 17. The steel used
in building the ship, was discover-
ed upon investigation, to be
“brittle” and “more like cast- iron
than steel.”

3 U. S. PLANTS GUILTY

It appears that at least three
plants were involved in such prao
tices: the Irvin plant, where the
scandal was first unearthed, the¢ =
Homestead plant and one or more
plants in the Pittsburgh district:
of the same subsidiary of the
Unlited States Steel corporation.
Below standard steel was shipped
with falsified heat tests which
showed that the steel was up to
par, when in reality it was far
below specifications. ,

In spite of the startling nature
of the case, and the stench of the
scandal, the newspapers of the
country have distorted the facts
or suppressed them. Many news-
papers could not find any space
on the front page to relate what
had been revealed. Practically all

picture of what had taken place,
by loading their stories with piti-

ful alibis from corporation offi-
cials,

NEWSPAPERS HIDE FACTS

The financial interlocking be-
tween the newspaper corporations .
and U. S. Steel, and the huge sums
spent by U. 8. Steel for adver tising
go far to explain the attempts of
capitalist newspapers to hide the’
facts.

The favorable treatment accorded
to U. 8. Steel is in sharp contrast
to that the coal mintrs are receiv-
ing from the same papers.

The U. S. Steel Corporation is
an important coal-mine operator. |
Thus while some of its subsidiaries =
were carrying out this mulderous
faking, other subsidiaries were
fighting tooth and nail the miners
demands for a wage increase.

CIO Rubber Union
Backs Kelly Postal

“We hope this small contrib-
ution will do a lot of good in
liberating Kelly Postal,” wrote
Local 107 of the Umted Rubber
Workers of America - CIO in
Trenton, N. J., one of the re-
cent trade union contributors
to the Kelly Postal fund, an- |
nounced the Civil nghts De-
fense Committee this week,

newspapers that carried an ac-’ .
count of the case gave a false
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By E. R. Frank

TFollowing the example of
- Kansas, the Colorado State legis-
. Jature passed an anti-labor bill that
“requires unions to incorporate and
submit regular financial reports
to the ‘State government. The Dbill
also outlaws the sit-down strike
and secondary boycott and pro-
hibits the charging of initiation
fees for temporary workers.
- James Brownlow, Secretary of
. the Colorado Federation .of Labor
said the hill ds a “declaration of
war on labor” and that its con-
stitutionality will be tested in the
courts. )
‘Meanwhile Governor Stevens of
Texas allowed a “Union Regula-
~ tion Bill” to become law in that
state. This bill, follows the pattern
set in the Kansas, Colorado and
other state anti-labor bills and in
addition bars labor unions from
making financial .contributions for
“political” purposes. It was passed
by the state legislature despite the
“agreement’ between the Governor
and the representatives of the
trade unions. The “labor states-
men’ from Texas, like their fellow
workers of Kansas, voluntarily
promised to give up the right to
strike and other of the traditional
weapons and rights of labor.
In Ohio, over 300 representatives
of the AFL, CIO, the Railroad

 Brotherhoods and the United Mine

~ Workers filled the State Capitol
building to demand defeat of the
vicious French Bill, which proposes
to protect the rights of the Amer-
ican worker “not to join a union.”
The labor movement has now
tried in two cases, Kansas and
Texas, to stave off hostile, repres-
sive anti-labor legislation by
playing dead. And all they got for
their pains, in both instances, is
@ stiff kick in the pants. The in-
dustrialists and their lackeys in
the State legislatures are on a
rampage. The labor movement
cannot avoid the battle. It has got
to fight.
EE 3
The Hudson and Murray Body
locals of the UAW-CIC, represent-
ing 30,000 war workers have
followed the lead of the Briggs
local in voting full support to the
~ Miners Union in its fight for the
$2 a day wage increase.

The campaign to reintroduce
the speed-up in industry, via the
“Incentive Plan” is getting up
steam. Following General Mo-
tors, Captain Rickenbacker and
last but not least, the Communist

- " Party, (Daily Worker proudly

asserts that “among the first to
advocate an incentive pay pro-
gram was Earl Browder, general
secretary of the Communist Par-
ty,”) Nelson presented the “In-
centive Pay” program to William
Green and Phillip Murray, at a
meeting of the newly created la-
_bor-management committee of
the War Production Board.

We are still waiting for a clear
word on this anti-labor drive of

ternational Union

payment plans.” -
the War

pessimistic about
the incentive pay system.”

ficials hear their position.

B I

George

1,000,000 within 90 days.

¢
&k

in the Buick
Michigan, the

terference
in Flint,

ete.

Indiana District of

Big Business from the national
CIO and AFL officialdom. The In-
ternational Executive Board of the
UAW-CIO, however, has discussed
the matter at its last meeting in
Coluppbus and adopted an wun-
ambiguous stand against the speed-
up. Its resolution states: “The In-
reaffirms its
traditional -opposition te incentive

F. Addes, * Secretary-
Treasurer of the United Auto-
mobile Workers announced that
his unjon increased its member-
ship to 979,267 in the month of
March. Addes predicted that the
UAW-CIO ‘membership will exceéd

Louis Austin, President of the
the United

(Continued from page 1)

Commission and the Waterman
Steamship Corp. which has al-
ready heen made public.

“Fourth. It has insured old
ships at excessive values, thus.
making public funds liable for un-
justifiable payments to shipowners
in case of loss.” Ships sold for
“%5 to $15 a ton” werg never-
theless insured by the Maritime,
Commission for “$65 a ton.” .

“Fifth. It has approved .charter;
rates which have resulted in ex-|

cessively high profits being made’
by certain selected ship opepators.”;
In proof of this .charge Aiken:

R. J. Thomus, President of the |quotes a letter .of /the Maritime’
UAW announced that he aitended | Commission -dated December ~22,
the labor-management meeting of | 1941, which reveals the fact that
Production Board in|in a four-year period, from July
Washington when Nelson present-|1937 to June 30, 1941:
ed the “Incentive Pay” program |worth of the 12 lines presently
and that “for myself, I was most|holding subsidy contracts has in-
reintroducing | creased by $92-million . . .

“The net

div-
idends have been paid out in the

The workers in ‘the shops don’t {amount of slightly over $13-mil-
want the return of piece work.|lion, and approximately this same
They should let their, union of-|amount has been set aside in the

special reserve fund.” Not bad,;
$120-million is not hay. ° i
Last week . The Militant. pub-!
lished figures showing that 81
vessels ‘had made 90 trips to the
Red Sea in the gpring and summer
.of 1941 and collected profits of
$26,874,176. Senator Tobey now
reveals that “these same ships)|
secured an additional $20-million
for freight brought from Xgypt|
and .other countries on- their

The army has again stepped into | return trip to the United States.”-
the .domain of industry-labor rela- )
tions this week and ordered the|going on under Land’s adminis-
discharge of two militants from |tration, “If an investigating com-
the Buffalo plant of the Bell Air-|mittee is looking for really ex-
craft Company. This action follows | cessively high charter rates,” de-
on the heels .of similar army in-|eclares Aiken, “I suggest that it
plant | examine the rates made for trips
Bohn
Aluminum Company of Detroit,

Much more than this has been

to India which I believe may
show the Red Sea rates to be
quite low in comparison.”

WASTE, EXTRAVAGANCE,
INCOMPETENCY

1it virtually owned by reason of
lthe default of debtor corperations

|paid the owners exorbitant prices

Jtor them.”
1 Tampa

|{are given in the book Maritime,

Mine Workers announced at the
same time that his union’s office
in, Terre- Haute,

intelligence credentials”

signed with the mine owners. $250,000 will

of the Military intelligence in the | vestment.”
Fifth and Sixth Corps Areas”

were threatening to set up a
“second front in the coal fields.”

“Sixth. It has -permitted- waste,
Indiana was |eXtravagance and incompetency to
“yisited hy a man showing army exist 'in shipyards over which 'it
wh o |had full control.”” . For example,
demanded to know why a “tem- the South Portland Shlp Co. with
porary agreement” had not been a total net investment of only
collect,

John L. Lewis denounced ‘“the minimum, total fees of “$5,040,000
intimidating actions and tacties |Or & return of 2,000 percent on in-

The. House Committee on the
and chargedwthat Army agents Merchant Marine and Fisheries
which investigated this company
suggested to the Maritime Com-

“As American citizens,
suggestion that

bayonet. . .”

officialdom.

must be stopped.

miners deeply resent the implied failur - .
they will be ailure to exercise due diligence.

forced to work at the point of a

This assumption of power on
the part of the Army Brass Hats
is possible only because of the
cowardly policy of the top labor
The firing of union
militants by the army officer caste

The UAW leadership has pro-

the mission that it terminate its con-

tracts because of the cqmpany's

The response of the Commission
sounds incredible: “While “the
Commission members conceded
freely that they were not satisfied
with conditions at the yard, they
demurred to the suggestion that
the contracts be terminated, giv-
ing as an excuse that there is bad
management in other yards, also.”

The cement-ship program of
the Maritime Commission, de-

‘|'despite the charges of the U. S.

tested on a previous occasion the

ar Profiteerin

|clares Aiken “will take its place®

in history as a hideous joke on
the American people. In excess of
a hundred million dollars has
been spent to . construct ships
which the Chairman of the Com-
mission admitted he was not in
favor of and which in all preb-
ability will never even be
launched.”

“Seventh. It has allowed ships

to go into private hands and then

Aiken refers to theé
Shipbuilding and En-
gineering :Co. which he describes
ag “another sordid story of the
Maritime Commission bailing out
a bankrupt corporation . . . with
$2-million of the taxpayers’
money.” Full details of the case

to which we refer the reader.

BATTLING FOR SHIPOWNERS

In a speech printed in the Con-|.
gression Record for March 19,
Senator Aiken also revealed that
the Maritime Commission had}
sponsored legislation ‘‘whereby
shockingly high excess profits and
equally high excessive net profits
on the investments of this one in-
dustry shall be exempt from
taxation.” Such legislation already
applies to companies receiving
government subsidies. Admiral}.

§

The above photograph was taken at a public strike-breaking exhibition staged at Ft. Snell-

ing, Minnesota, on March 17, which had been advertised as a lesson in routing “foreign agents.”
The prospective victims of the fixed bayonets were other soldiers who posed as strikers bearing
such placards as “We want 20 percent Raise in Pay, Shorter Hours,” “Unfair to Labor. . .Strike,”
“More Pay, Less Work. . .Strike.” Due to the protest of both AFL and CIQ unions, photegraphs
of these prospective victims became suddenly very scarce, and we were able to obtain only the pho-
tograph above, which was reproduced originally in the St. Paul Dispatch.

Land simply wishes to extend’
these benefits to a wider circle.
“T understand,” said Aiken, “this!
legislation would provide . . . that
the recapture
proximately $28-million now due.
to the Government from operating-
subsidy contracts would not be
paid.”

In conclusion on March 30
Aiken revealed that “Twenty-sev-
en other investigations are in
progress at this time, and reports
will be made in conneettion with
them soon, . . The Truman Com-
mittee has made astounding rev-
elationg having to do with ship-,
ping. The House Committee on
he Merchant Marine and Fish-
eries has uncovered and exposed

ury, which has gone on uncon-
trolled by the Maritime Commis-
sion.”

NO HEARING
ON CHARGES

But Aiken’s appeal for an in-
vestigation fell on deaf ears. Even
though the Comimerce Committee
which had reported out Land’s
name unanimously did nof hold
any. hearings on the nomination,

Comptroller General’s office, and
in fact did nmot even hold a meet-
ing but simply pelled the mem-
bers. )

One backer of Admiral Land,
Senator Vandenberg said, “If it
were my money, I would trust
him. with every cent in the Treas-
ury of the United States without
a bond.”

army policy. The UAW has the

membership should see that this

t t top to this vici- [ {8, ‘,"' . N ‘
et e e e | Otalinists Lay Trap for Minn Labor

union power is used.

(Continued from page 1)

E. R. Frank Analyzes
- Lewis-Roosevelt Clash

Speaking at the regular Sun-
-day Night Forum of the New
York School of Social Sciénce,
“E. R. Frank, midwest trade
union leader, made a brilliant
analysis of the issues involved
in the controversy between the
mine-workers on one side, and

" the mine-owners and the Roose-
velt admiinistration with its War
Labor Board on the other.
Frank stressed the fact that
regardless of the outcome .of the
- current coal negotiations, the
defiant stand of one leader and
one union was enough to dramatic-
-ally reveal that the War Labor
Board is indeed a “Packed Court”
‘against labor and that its “Little
Steel” formula is nothing but a
- wage-freezing device.
The speaker traced in detail the
- history of John L. Lewis for the
past decade and laid bare the
" coalition-like character of the
" relationship between Roosevelt and
“the American labor leaders. He
showed that the labor leaders
“ have been content to play the part

of humble and obedient servants
to Roosevelt and proclaim him as
’ the real leader of American labor.
John L. Lewis, understanding the
power of the newly organized mil-
- lions of workers, realized that any
~administration in ‘Washington,
D. C. must keep the support of
labor in order to avoid deepgoing
crises. Since 1937, Lewis has not
-been content with the back door
~ coalition with Roosevelt and his
- policy of handing crumbs to the
labor leaders at the White House
kitchen door. In 1937, Lewis
demanded an open coalition on the
English model between Roosevelt
and labor, with cabinet posts and
a front door -admittance to the
- 'White House. That's why Lewis

In conclusion, Frank said:

destruction, toward
independent political action.”

in order to “organize politically”
in the face of the attack on the
union movement being made in
the state legislature by the in-
troduc¢tion of dozens of anti-labor
‘bills. The political committee has

supported Roosevelt in 1936 but|set itself up as a delegate body to
broke decisively in January 1940.|which AFL unions are invited to

affiliate and support financially.

“The drunken anti-labor orgy of |[But although minute details of
Congress and its threat to choke|organization of wards and pre-
the labor movement by repressive |cincts for participation in election
legislation, far from frightening|campaigns are being worked out,
the American workers, is provid- |not a word is said about a politicat
ing the necessary irritant to rouse | program,
the ranks of labor and is forcing |pendent labor candidate for mayor
jts leadership, under penalty of |in the coming municipal elections.
the road of

nor about an inde-

Today, the fate of the CLU
political committee threatens to
be that of the Farmer-Labor Party.

Miners Take Fight
To Public; Kennedy
Resigns WLB Post

(Continued from page 1)

“«

Plans have been made for the CLU

have no intention of submitting
their case to a board that only
last week reaffirmed that its|§
policy is to continue the freezing.
of wages in the face of present war
profiteering.

OFFICIALS PLAY BALL

‘While the miners were leading
the struggle to break down the
wage freezing policy of the War
Labor Board so that workers
caught in the vice of skyrocket-
ing prices could win back a part
of their lost wages, AFL and CIO
officials continued to play ball
with the War Labor Board.

Two weeks ago when the War
Labor Board voted to continue its
anti-labor policy of freezing
wages, these officials did not re- |
sign in protest. Instead, Green
and Murray went to the White
House to beg that prices be sta-

They left, as usually,
handed.

By their present actions, they
are attempting to sidetrack the
fight for higher wages and for the
scrapping of the Little Steel
formula by lending support to the

empty-

OPA farce of price stabilization.

}iwar program and Stalin’s foreign
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committee to meet with a CIO
committee to endorse a candidate
for mayor. CIO unions in Min-
neapolis are in the main only
paper organizations, without real
strength but under Stalinist con-
trol. Significantly enough, the
Hennepin County Farnier-Labor
Association (Minneapolis) an-
nounced that it will not run a
candidate for mayor. Instead, they
informed the CLU that they will
support the candidate agreed upon
by the joint conference of AFL
and 'CIO unions.

STALINIST TRAP

AFI. officials In Minneapolis
know even lesy how to deal with
Stalinists than do the former of-
ficials of the Farmer-Labor Party.
If such a joint meeting is held,
the AFL officials will be walking
into a trap deliberately laid for
them. The aims of the Stalinists
are clear, to those who know them.
They desire above all else to
control the AFL political arm as
well as the Farmer-Labor ap-
paratus in order to prevent any
real labdr-political movement from
taking shape. The Stalinists do
not want a Labor Party or any
kind of a political instrument
which will serve the real interests
of the workers. They want only to
continue to support Roosevelt's

policies and they want to do this
in the name of the labor move-
ment. Nothing could be further
from the truth than the hysterical
charge made by William Mahoney,
one of the leaders of the ill-fated
maneuver to take the Farmer-
Labor movement away from the
Stalinists, that now ‘“the Farmer-
Labor Party will be known
distinctly as the party .of revolu-
tionaries.”

The thousands of militant trade
unionists in Minnesota who have
been trained in the tradition of
labor politics still want a Labor
Party. When such a party is
formed on a national scale, these
Minnesota workers will be able to
break through. the confusion of
their present leaders and join
hands with other union workers
who are eager for a party of their
own, :

outrageous looting of the Treas-|,

=% Browder
New ‘Co

We Trotskyists have been cheered by the gi-
gantic successes of the Red Army in its winter
offensive against the Nazi war machine. But
never for a moment did the brilliant performance
of the Red Army on the field of battle dazzle us
to the point where we would forget the treacher-
ous, sinister role of Stalin, the grave digger of
the Russian Revolution.

But all those who like to indulge in wishful
thinking — and their name is legion — have
been only too anxious to forget the monstrous
crimes of Stalin. We do not speak here of that

cynical “Mission to Moscow” variety of bourge-

ois politician and publicist who would like to
convince the American workers that the strength
of the Red .Army is not derived from the great
Russian Revolution which destroyed the capital-
ist’ property relations and 1laid the foundations
for a Socialist society, but on the contrary from
Stalin’s systemati¢ undermining of the revolu-
tion. .

Stalin Adds to His Crimes

There are many workers who are genuinely
interested in the triumph of socialism, but are
so well-meaning and forgiving that they thought
Stalin had turned over a new page and had given
up his career of crime. What a rude shock they
must have suffered at the news of Stalin’s latest
abomination, the cold-blooded murder of Alter
and Ehrlich, the two leaders of the Jewish Bund
in Poland.

Why and for whose benefit were Alter and
Ehrlich done away with?

Earl Browder has undertaken to give an answer.
Browder owes a special personal debt to Stalin.
Where would he, Browder, be .if not for Stalin?
Stalin lifted him out of obscurity, raised him
up to the tenth floor on Thirteenth Street, be-
stowed upon him a title similar to his own,
“General Secretary of the Communist Party,”
and told the American workers: “There is your
beloved leader.” From then on the fate of Brow-
der has been inseparable from that of Stalin.
He must either stand or fall with him.

Browder’s defense of Stalin’s latest murders
was not ostentatious at first. He merely made
a speech at some CP rally in Brooklyn, Friday,
April 2. But this speech appeared the following
day as a full-page advertisement in the New
York Post, and the day following, the Daily
Worker printed it under the full page banner
headline “Smash Anti-Soviet Plot in the United
States.”

Browder Unearths a “Conspiracy”

In his speech, Browder unfolds a deep, dark
“conspiracy.” Almost 26 years after the Russian
Revolution Browder suddenly discovered that the
American Social Democrats are really against
it. - But where is the “conspiracy”? The Social
Democrats have been denouncing the Russian
Revolution for over 25 years. If anything, they
have lately been warming up to Stalin, “the real-
ist.” They are not men who would be unduly
harsh with the government of a country that is
in a military alliance with their own bourgeois
government,

The Social Demoecratic attitude was summar-
jized most eloquently at the Mecca Temple meet-
ing itself. The meeting was called to protest
the murder of Alter and Ehrlich, but at the
conclusion the chairman announced that no fur-
ther action would be taken for the duration.
This was their way of emphasizing that the in-
terests of American diplomacy are their primary
consideration. Browder really owes a debt of
gratitude to the Social Democrats for harness-
ing the indignation of the masses against the
Stalin murders, confining it to one meeting, and
then telling them to forget it until- after the
war. )

But even if the organizers of the Mecca Tem-
ple meeting are willing to drop the whole matter

for the present, Browder can’t. He knows that

his master in the Kremlin trembles at any pro-
test, no matter how feeble. Browder is satisfied

nspirac.

By M. Stein

ooks Up

b

even if he does not convince a single soul about
that big “conspiracy,” so long as Stalin knows
that he, Browder, went to bat for him.

Let us take up Browder’s tale of conspiracy
and see what he is driving at:

“This case,” says Browder, ‘“originates in a
conspiratorial effort of American citizens, organ-
jzed on American soil, to overthrow the govern-
ment of the Soviet Union. .. .” .

Where Are the Anti-Soviet Forces?

No doubt there are powerful forces within the

ruling class of this country who in their secret
chambers may be toying with the thought of
overthrowing the Soviet regime and opening the
wvast Russian market for capitalist exploitation.
Perhaps it has gone much further than that.
However, are these capitalist reactionaries the
people Browder points his finger at? Not at all!
“A chief leader in the anti-Soviet conspiracy
in the U. 8.,” Browder informs us, “is a certain
Mr. N. Chanin. This gentleman operates as a
leader of the so-called ‘Jewish Labor Committee.’
For years he has collected money for secret con-
spiratorial work in the Soviet Union.”

The veracity of this charge of Browder’s is on
a par with Hitler’s charge that “International
Jewry” is responsible for the present war. The
Jewish Labor Committee is not a conspiratorial
organization. It has been functioning openly as
a body composed of the trades unions in which
the Jewish workers are an important factor with
the object of collecting money for the distressed
and destitute Jews in Europe, victims of anti-
Semitic atrocities.

Charges Untainted by Truth

True, the Social Democrats are in control of
the' Jewish Labor Committee; .true, that the So-
cial Democrats are opponents of the Soviet Re-
gime. But only a police mind can spin a con-
spiracy out of these facts. Only a police mind
can appéa‘l, as Browder does, to the American
government to suppress the Social Democratic
opponents of the Soviet regime.

Browder suddenly insists upon the enforce-:

ment of the Roosevelt-Litvinov agreement of
December, 1933. That agreement was aimed orig-
inally at the Communist Party in this country
and at the Communist International. Until now
there has been only one force clamoring for en-
forcement of this agreement. That force consist-
ed of the super-patriots and legionaires.

But it is not the first or the 'only instance

where the Stalinists and ultra-reactionaries meet

on common ground,

The Kremlin Finds a Defender

Just as Mussolini himself and fascists the
world over applauded the Moscow trials and the
assassination of Leon Trotsky, the murder of
Alter and Ehrlich found one defender outside
the Stalinists ranks. This is the Jew-baiting,
Negro-hating,
from Mississippi. Here is what Rankin said in
a speech in the House of Representatives on
March 29, 1943: ’

“A short time ago, Stalin caught a couple of
these trouble-makers named Ehrlich and Alter,
tried and convicted them of treason and executed
both of them.

“] see that a certain element of the Commu-
nist press is now ringing with denunciations of
Russia’s action in the matter; and I suppose that
some of them will now be denouncing me as
pro-Russian. But I am going to take the risk. . .”

While Rankin makes a public demonstration of g

his joy at Stalin’s murder of the two socialists,

there are many more Rankins, who are more W

subdued but just as cognizant of Stalin’s ser-
vice. With every murder Stalin commits against
one of his political opponents in the ranks of the
labor movement, he strikes another blow at the
Russian Revolution and the labor movement the
world over. International reaction is the only
beneficiary of Stalin’s murder regime.

evealed

Army Practices How to Break Strikes
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SWPQpensv New
Seattle Branch

The opening of the new head-
quarters of the Socialist Worka
ers Party in Seattle, April 3,
culminates a 18ng period of hard
spade-work in building the so-
cialist movement in the North-
west. IFor years ties in that area
were tenuous. But the militang
tradition of the lumber work=
ers, the longsheremen, the old
1WAV has never dimmed. ¥When
members of the Trotskyist move-
ment began organizing in Seattle
they were able to strike zoets
which are now shoeting up in a.
very lusty way.

A telegram from the National
Committee of the SWP expresses
the sentiments of the party as a
whole in the following words:

‘Socialist Workers Center
521 Pike Street, Room 7
Seattle, Washington

You are entitled to celebrate to=
night and the whole party is cele-
brating with you because in open-
ing your new headquarters, you
have taken a great step forward

1in the firm establishment of the

Northwestern outpost of our
great movement, We do not doubt
that the firmly constituted Seat-
tle branch will in the future oc-
cupy a worthy place under our
fighting banner.
National Committee
James P. Cannon, Secretary.”

The staff of The Militant sent
the following telegram:
“Warmest greetings on opening

of new headquarters., Keep up

Activities of N. Y.
Mothers’ Group

As announced in The Mili-
tant, the Mothers’ Group has
been conducting a class en “The
Origin of the Family, Private
Property and the State,” by
Engels. This class, which will
terminate next Tuesday, has
been very successful. The in-
structress, W. Walters, covered
the material thoroughly and each
participant engaged in research
especially on controversial issues.
The Members of the Mothers

Poll-Tax Congressman Rankin |

Group are now participating in
sales and distributiens of the
‘Charles pamphlet: Your Standard
of Living at market places, parks
and house-to-house. The samse
arrangement for the children is
made. They are taken care of by
experienced volunteers from 10 A.
M. to 12 A. M. and then given
their lunch. This system of provid-
ing care for the children for 2
hours a day, a couple of days a
week affords the mothers the time
to engage in activity that they
ordinarily would find impossible
to do.

The subject for a new class to
start in about a month will soon
be announced in The Militant.

A W,

Favor Labor Party &

PHILADELPHIA, PA.—One of
the strongest indications of senti.
ment for the formation of a laber
party in Pennsylvania came from
the recent meeting of the Lower
Bucks County CIO Industrial
Union Council. .

At a recent meeting a resolue
tion was adopted setting up a come
mittee to conduct a survey of
present labor political -groups in
Pennsylvania and to take the
initiative for sponsoring an inde-
pendent Labor Party.

i
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“LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN CAN-
NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERE
LABOR WITH A BLACK SKIN IS

'’ — KARIL MARX.,

Negro Struggle

By John

Saunderss

Passivity Over Jim Crow A Real Danger

Until about a year ago when
the shortage of manpower in this
country began to make itself felt

and for the first time employers:

-were forced to hire Negro labor
in jobs other than ‘the most me-
nial, many colored writers and
leaders «despaired of a better life
for the Negro people. Many of
these leaders are now sitting back
smugly in the certainty that the
exigencies of the war situation
are bringing about economic im-
provement for the Negro masses,

make itself increasingly felt as
the war continues. These two ex-
tremes in .outlook have one thing
in common: the acceptance of
existing conditions and an unwill-
ingness to struggle to change
them,

The objective circumstances sur-
rounding the war have somewhat
bettered the economic status of
some Negroes. But it required
such mediums as the March-on-
Washington Movement to .call at-
tention to.the indignities suffered;
by the Negro and to inspire him
as well as his white fellow-worker.
to fight against them. The very
threat of a march forced the Presi-
to issue Executive Order 8802
whieh was allegedly to end Jim-!
Crow in industry. Yet every Negro
is fully aware that this order is
but a minor phase in an unfolding
battle against Jim Crow.

W ok ok

Nothing can replace struggle.
Were the fight against Jim-Crow
to end now, conditions of the Ne-
gro would again take a turn for
the worse. It is necessary to fight
not only to improve the status
of the Negro but even to main-
tain the forward strides already
made. Nor can struggle .be con-
fined to one phase of Negro life.
For unless gains achieved in one
sector are broadened to cover
other fields the dangers of a set-
back are ever present. Improve-
ment of the Negro’s status in in-
dustry can have no permanence
so long as there is' segregation’
and discrimination in the armed
forces, so long as there is segreg-
ation in housing, so long as there/
is discrimination in public places
— so0 long as Jim Crow continues
to dominate American life and
thought,

Frankly, we are disturbed not

" 80 much by yesterday’s oracles of |

despair who have now become the
most contented Negro leaders as
by the large number of followers
that have been attracted to their]
banner. Naturally this is to be
expected of these who had never
participated in struggle, but side
by side with the latter are many:
formerly in the forefront of the
fight who now feel that they can,
relax and permit events to take)|
their course. We Trotskyists
especially appeal to these valiant!
fighters for Negro rights who!
must be fully aware that capital-
ism. can offer no permanent solu-
tion to the crisis in which the
world now finds itself.

The Negro masses must be more’
than ever on guard against the
poison of reform that leaders are
now spreading throughout their
ranks. The wvirus of reformism is
just as dangerous for the .colored
people as it was for the millions
of world workers who were be-
guiled from the path of struggle

tion will undoubtedly come from

by the renegades from Marxism.
These reformist leaders likewise
pointed to certain gains the work-
ers had been able to wring from
capitalism under favorable ecir-
cumstances. Instead of
these reforms as a jumping-off
place for obtaining complete eco-
nomic and social emancipation,
these well-paid lackeys of capital-
ism saw no further need for strug-
gle and lulled the masses into a
false sense of security. It was no
consolation to these millions of

and that this improvement will’ workers that with the advent of

fascism their leaders were also
deprived of their sinecures.

E 3
If the gains achieved by the la-

bor movement during the rise of
capitalism proved illusory, the

| slight progress made by the Ne-

groes in the period of decay of
the profit system will be even
more fleeting. Manpower is now
in demand and a Negro worker
is better than none. Even the
Nazis are forced to employ these
whom they consider racially in-
ferior. But when the need for the
tools of destruction becomes less
pressing and the champions of the
profit system force a reduction

|in the rolls of labor, will not the

old adage be revived: — first to
‘be fired and last to be hired? Are
not the sparks of race hatred
being carefully nursed today?
We have just witnessed with what
ease a slander campaign can be
whipped up by the capitalist press
and a lynch spirit aroused against
the Negro people of Harlem who
are being branded as common
eriminals because a few petty
crimes have taken place in that
locality whereas far worse of-
fenses committed by whites have
received little or mo mention in
these same newspapers. Big Busi-
ness will need no urging to re-

 sort to similar smear drives when

it suits its purpose.

The Negro workers must con-
tinue their fight not only to con-
solidate their modest gains but to
widen them along the whole front
of battle. To do so effectively they
must reflect upon the methods of
struggle and the leadership which’
is to head it. There is in existence’
a rich heritage of battles fought
by the. underprivileged for their |
freedom. The Ilessons of these
struggles have been digested and
interpreted by the great leaders
of the working class during the
past century and recorded in the
rich Marxist literature availahle
to all.

The leaders of Negro emancipa-

the working class. Too often the
Negro worker 1Jlooks to some
Messiah to lead him inte battle
and fails to realize that he himself
has the qualifications' for leader-
ship. What he,lacks is a knowledge
of the scientific or Marxist method
which he can readily learn by
diligent and patient application.
The dangers ahead are graver
than ever for the Negro people.
The full brutality and cruelty of
the American capitalist class will
manifest itself after Hitler is sub-
dued. Thinking Negroes must
prepare themselves now for this
eventuality by studying the’
Marxist wmethod and proegram
whereby the coming bobs of-
fensxve can be met and thrown

back 'in reverse.

In the protest raised over Wash-
ington’s deal with Darlan and
later with Giraud, the liberals pic-
tured De Gaulle as democracy’s
great leader. We Trotskists have
pointed out, however, that funda-
mentally there was little dif-
ference between the Giraudist
camp and the Gaullist. Bach is
trying in its ewn way to protect
the interests of French imperial-
ism.

Some light is thrown on De
Gaulle’s attitude toward “democ-
racy” by a document which re-
cently arrived here from London
and which has not been publish-
ed. It was issued by the “Jean
Jaures Group,” composed of lead-
ers .of thé SFIQ (the Socialist
Party in France) who managed
to escape to London.:

The document reports that on
October 3, 1942 the Jean Jaures
group split on the De Gaulle issue.
After stating that to oppose De
Gaulle was
five of these ‘socialists”
out of the meeting.

The statement of the majority
8ays that the Jaures group en-
thusiastically supported De Gaulle
in June 1940 when he decided to
continue the fight on the side of
Great Britain. But now the move-
ment of this “great military chief”
has ‘turned political and the Jean
Jaures group has several reserva-
tions to make:

walked

“veritable treason,”

International Notes

By BETTY KUEHN
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Gaulle) Committee should not be
called ‘national.’ This title can
only be applied to a government
authentically representing the
duly consulted French nation, or,
consultation being impossible at
present, a committee composed of
personalities really representative
of French .opinion, and in par-
ticular, the French working
class. . . Thus we have been sur-
prised and shocked to see General
De Gaulle declare in his statutes
that he acts ‘in the name of the
French people and the French
Empire’.”

This appeal on the part of the
Jaures group to the French work-
ing class is not an appeal from
an international socialist party to
the French workers to form a
workers’ and peasants’ govern-
ment. It is, on the contrary, a bid
of reformists for greater participa-
tion in the provisional govérnment
when the “United Nations” occupy
France. .
However, these opportunists
furnish us with information which
the capitalist press has mnever
printed. ‘

“We note in passing,” says the
document, “that in the
French colonies, the lay laws
[separating church from state)
were systematically and openly
violated.” -

General De Gaulle’s entourage
had at first suppressed the motto
“Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.”
“To many of the ‘Free French’

utilizing-

‘of Mikhailovich. We now have

|we are fighting for democracy,

"Free|.

President Roosevelt announced
at his press conference March
30 that U. S.-Soviet talks would
begin soon. He coupled this an-
nouncement with a statement,
which he permitted reporters to
quote verbatim, that “so far, in
all the conferences we have held
with other members of the Uni-
ted Nations, we are about 95
per cent together.” A s ke d
whether the statement included
the Soviet Union and China,
Rooseveit said it did.

Typical of the press comment

on Roosevelt's announcement
was the N. Y. Times editorial’
of April I, which stated:

s “The President’'s renewed in-
vitation is merely one. of many
efforts to get Russia. to the con-
ference table. It 1is conclusive
refutation of the silly charges that
America refuses to treat Russia
as an equal, or wants to isolate
her, or surround her with a cordon
sanitaire.”

U. S.-SOVIET RELATIONS
the press chorus in similar tune
sure the public that steps are

relations. The unbridled

intensity in direct

Washington and London are play-
ing. Now that the Winter
fensive is over and the Spviet
Union may be thrown on' the
defensive by a full-powered Nazi
Spring offensive, Washington

Soviet press chorus.

that the coming talks will turn
that *“95 per cent” into 100 per
cent agreement is° a deliberate
falsehood.

ROLE OF THE ‘N. Y. TIMES’
It was the same N. Y.

horitative capitalist newspaper,
hat opened the sluice gates for

o+ e o

it called for “a frank discussion
of the problem” of Soviet-U. S.
relations.

Diplomatic ‘
Growing Danger to

Roosevelt’s announcement and }]
were obviously designed to reas-|]

being taken to better U. S.-Soviet ||
anti- |
Soviet statements which rose in [
ratio to the]:
Soviet victories during the Winter |}
offensive created widespread]|]
suspicions about the game which |

of- | |

wants an abatement of the anti-|!

‘But to draw from this fact the |,
conclusion implied by.the Times |

Times. |
oday undoubtedly the most au-|,

he anti-Soviet offensive in the || Mm¥Stery.

press, when, in a Feb. 14 editorial, |4 €ver tried to find out why. I1

1 think his remarks were to ‘the |

] business.”
Its own contribution to that|

By Felix Morrow

“frank” discussion was to declare
that U.S. non-recognition of Soviet
claims to the Baltic states, Bes-
sarabia, Byelorusgia and the 1940
Finnish border
Atlantic Charter; that it was “on
the basis” of Soviet acceptance of
the Atlantic Charter “that both
America and Great Britain agreed
to extend material and other aid
to Russia’”; and that now “further
and more explicit agreements are
necessary in order to give concrete
meaning to the Atlantic Charter.”

In short, for the T4mes and the
section of the capitalist class for
which it speaks, the coming U. S.-
Soviet talks should find Washing-
ton adamant against Soviet claims
and demanding new .and more
binding commitments along that
line—“further and more explicit’
-agreements’—from the Kremlin.:

The absurdity of interpreting
Roosevelt’s “invitation” to Stalin’
as an act of friendship is indicated
by the fact that some of the most
openly anti-Soviet elements have
been urging speed in opemnv
U. S.-Soviet talks. An example is'

| Shipyard Workers
Well Acquainted
Wi ith This Mystery

Senator Shipstead speaking
in the Senate March 30: |

+“Some years ago there wasa
hearing on the cost of naval'
vessels ‘before .a. committee of |
{ which T was a member, and we
learned that it cost very much 4
more to build naval vessels in
private yards than in govern-
ment yards. I asked the Ad-]
miral in charge of construction
wily that should be, and he'
said it was because of the high-
er cost of labor in private
yards. I pointed out to him j}.
that government mnavy yards!
were paying union wages.

“I asked him, ‘Do you ‘mean
to tell me that private .corpor-
ations pay more than union
wages? 4

“He said he thought that was
it, but it had always been a
I asked him if he

effect that that was not his|

was basic to thei

11918.” Bullitt makes clear that he

) |ready huge empire.”

ments, charged on March 31 in

“capitalist interests” were plan-
ning a “Catholic
Central FEurepe to isolate' the:

USSR. Berle’s denial stated:

Wllllam G. Bullitt, former
bassadm to the Soviet Union,

WILSON’S “MISTAKE”

Bullitt has been making speeches
and publishing articles pointing
out that Wilson’s “mistake” was
to wait until he got to the 1919
Peace Conference. Wilson should
have forced through binding com-

ams-

mitments while the Xuropean
powers were still absolutely
dependent on America.  Bullitt

frankly concludes that Roosevelt
should 1learn from  Wilson's
“mistake.” “At the present time,”
writes Bullitt (March 27 New
Leader) “we have ... a real club.
Our power is comparable to
Wilson’s power in the summer of

is thinking particularly of the
Soviet Union. He, and those he
represents, want speedy talks with
the Soviet Union while America
has-this club with which to have
its way.

It is a netorious fact that As-

sistant Secretary of State Adolf
A. Berle is, close to Bullitt’s
views. One should read Berle's
April 4 speech at Reading with
that fact in mind.
Berle declared that the Soviet
Union * will not, in our judgment,
become the victim of any urge to
seize great additions to her. al-
‘Why does he
think so0? Because the Soviet
Union “faces a titanic job -in
rebuilding her own country. In her
reconstruction she will be entitled
to all ‘the coopexatlon we can
give. . .

Since Berle and Washington
look upon the Baltic states, Bes-
sarabia, ete., as not part of the
Soviet Uhion, he is saying that
these “additions” will not go to
t,l}e Soviet Union because -of the
needs of Soviet reconstruction. In
plain English, Soviet frontier
claims must be abandoned in re-
turn for American aid in recon-
struction. ¢

BUFFER STATES

In the same speech, Berle
denied that Washington was in-
terested in constructing buffer
states around Russia. Vicente
Lombardo Teledano, often used by"
the Kremlin for preliminary state-

Mexico City that the Vatican and

“Today, the idea of a buffer

state is as dead as a dodo. You

By JOHN G. WRIGHT
How powerful is the Partisan
movement in Yugoslavia? Mos-
cow dispatches claim for .the

Partisans an army of approxim-
ately 300,000. London sources
concede that the Partisans dis-
pose of forces superior to those

an indirect testimony concern-
ing their strength from Berlin.
This is contained in a com-
munique of the German ngh
Command for March 30 in
which it is stated:

“German and Croat troops, co-
operating with part of the Italian
army, have smashed in Dbattle
lasting many weeks a Communist
rising in South Croatia, stirred
up by Soviet Russia. Despite the
difficulties of the weather and the
mountainous , battle terrain, com-
bined with the cunning way the
rebels fought, all organized resi-
stance has been broken. Dumps of
arms and supplies were captured.
Only small remnants of the Com-
munist bands succeded in escaping

YUGOSLAV PARTISANS A REAL FORCE

into the high mountains” (N. Y.
Times, March 31).

This communique cannot have
reference to any forces other than
those of Partisans. Mikhailovich
can claim no followers in South-
ern Croatia.

The territory specified by the’
German High Command con-
stitutes only a small part of
Yugoeslavia and of the areas in
which Partisans operate. Yet, it
is officially acknowledged that in
addition to German troops, native
Croat formations and even a ‘“part
of the Italian army” had to be
mobilized. .

A REAL FORCE

This eloquent admission by Ber-
lin of Partisan strength is further
reinforced by the cryptic assertion
that the campaign took “many
weeks” and the attempt to ex-
plain this away by such alibis as
bad weather and difficult terrain.
The wording of the German
High Command communique clear-
ly denotes large scale military
action, and econtains a grudging
recognition of the military skill

of guerrilla operations in the first

of the Partisan leadership and

troops.

The substance of the Nazi claim
is that they succeeded not in an-
nihilating the guerrillas but only
in dispersing and driving them
into their “high mountain” strong-
holds, which constitute the base

place.

If the Partisans have such a
redoubtable contingent in Southern
Croatia, then they must constitute
a real power there and in other
sections of Yugoslavia.

Tt ought also to be borne in mind
that the main German operations
against the Partisans have been
taking place in Bosnia. Concern-
ing this campaign there has been
silence from Berlin since the
claims of early successes last,
December and January. Mean-
while, the Partisan High Com-
mand has been broadcasting over
its short wave radio “Free Yugo-
slavia” news of successes in this
area against the Axis occupation
forces and their collaborationists,
headed by the native landlords,
capitalists and the local and

| Soviet

‘bureaucratic
‘method of defending the USSR.

oves Indicate

states in air
warfare. Any huffer state,-or any

cannot have buffer

belt of buffer states which could
flown over by a modern air force
in a few /minutes and probably he
demolished in a few hours.”

This is a very cogent argument
to show the limited usefulness of
buffer states in the post-war plans

Soviet Union. In that case, how-
ever, why does Washington con-
tinue to insist on the “indepen-
dence’ of the Baltic states—just
such buffer states, carved .out of
Russia in - 1918-20? Apparently,
despite their limited usefulness,
Washington still wants such
buffer states.

In a recent article, I laid similar
stress on the way in which the air
force and other implements of
modern warfare have changed the
significance of buffer states and
frontiers—but drew an entirely
different . conclusion from the
change. 1 wrote:

“The present disputes over
frontiers may be resolved. The
temporary relation of forces be-
tween the ‘democracies’ and the
USSR in case of further Soviet
victories, or Stalin’s agreement to
help try to crush a proletarian.
revolution in Germany, may dic-
tate to Churchill and Roosevelt
a settlement recognizing as So-
viet some or perhaps all the ter-
ritories .mow in dispute.

“But they will do so in the
sense that Hitler agreed to the
occupation of Eastern
Poland and the Baltic states—in
exchange for Stalin’s services, in-
cluding those of the Comintern,
and to await a more propitious
moment for assaulting the USSR.
“If the ‘democrats’ thus have to
surrender outposts in Eastern
Poland, Finland and Rumania,

‘then they will find new ones in

Central Poland, Bulgaria, the
Scandinavian peninsula, etc. This
incontestable fact also demon-
strates the basic fallacy of ‘Stalin’s
rand  nationalistic

ONLY REAL DEFENSE

“Vaim 4s his search for ‘strategic’y
frontiers in the epoch of the]
bomber, parachutist and tank.
The Soviet Union will remain in
mortal danger so long as capital-

entente’llw‘«'in“‘ism remains the -stronger power.

on. a world scale. Only successful
proletarian revolutions in Europe
and the establishment of the

Socialist United States of Europe

can assure the existence of the
Soviet Union.” (Fourth Interna-
tional, March 1943.)

Berle’s argument about the
uselessness of buffer states is, then
no indication of his friendliness
to the Soviet Union. It is simply
a realistic statement about the
realities of modern warfare. Berle
is thus reassuring the bourgeoisie:
“Don’t worry about the Soviet
Union. We don’t need buffer states
to take care of her.”
Unfortunately, Berle is realistic
in his perspective, while Stalin,
with his false theory of ‘“‘socialism
in one country,” is endangering
the Soviet Union. Only the.
FEuropean revolution is the way
out for the USSR.
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central bureaucracy.

capitulating; its internal reforms
were well worth considering.”

De Gaulle “has never mentioned
universal suffrage.”

“And today, when he {ries to
address himself to the masses, the
language he uses is not unlike
that of the fascist leaders. . . He
announces the national revolution
in disturbing terms.” As proof, the
dissident Jaures group cites a con-
fidential document sent by De
Gaulle to his Press and Informa-
tion Service in Washington. Here
is an important part of De Gaulle’s
document:

“If we.were to proclaim that

we would obtain, perhaps, the
temporary praise of the Amer-
ican side. But we would lose very
much on the French scene, which
is the main thing. For the meo-
ment, the French masses identify
the word ‘democracy’ with the
parliamentary regime which func-
tioned in France before the war
. [This regime is condemned by
facts and public opinion. . .”

In other words, these erstwhile
supporter of his show that De
‘Gaulle has no intention of forming
a parliament when he returns to
France. He has no intention of
permitting universal suffrage.

We shall deal further with this

Churchill’s Speech
| ~ The Fight for the

“The Easter Rebellion

Manager’s Column

“In the first place, the (De

leaders, Vichy was guilty only of

informative document next week.
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of the “democracies” vis-a-vis the’

'execution.
execution of the Bolsheviks they

Also Protest

o .

It can be taken for granted
that a goodly proportion .of the
audience of three thousand pres-

|ent at the Mecca Temple meeting
be built around Russia .could he.

organized by prominent labor
leaders to protest the murder of
Ehrlich and Alter, did not come
to attack the basic achievement
of the October Revolution, na-
tionalized property. They came to
condemn an atrocious crime com-
mitted by one who has betrayed
the hopes and dreams of count-
less workers and intellectuals de-
voted to the socialist ideal.

The political character of the
.meeting can - not, however, be
judged by the fact that a large
section of the audience, shocked
by the latest  crime of Stalin,
came to register a protest. It must
be judged by the character of the
speakers and the general nature
of their speeches. * On this basis
one must conclude that it was,
most of all, a meeting to defend
capitalist democracy not only a-

gainst Stalinist totalitarianism
but also against revolutionary
Marxism. '

The speakers at the meeting dif-
fered too much among themselves
to have the same motives in their
protests. There is quite a gulf be-
tween the capitalist politician La-
Guardia who utilized the meeting
for the sole purpose of boosting
himself politically and Mendel-
sohn representing the Bund, com-
posed of tens of thousands of Jew-
ish workers devoted to the strug-
gle for socialism. Mendelsohn and
LaGuardia speak different lan-
guages, literally and figuratively.
But this does not alter the fact
that the general political char-
acter of the meeting was a de-
fense of capitalist democracy. By
his left speech Mendelsohn simply
served as a cover for the other
speakers.

Furthe1 more some of the speak-
ers, particularly LaGuardia, Sen-
ator Mead and William Green in
all probability consulted govern-
mental authorities before consent-
ing to appear as speakers. The
meeting served not only the pur-
pose of defending capitalist dem-
ocracy but for some people, serv-
ed the purpose of preparing sup--

Jbort of the American government

in case of any conflict with the
Soviet Union.

1 do not mean to say that Dub-
insky and others like him who
initiated the meeting were not
really interested in protesting the
murder ‘of Ehrlich and Alter.
Trade-union leaders with a social-
democratic past and hostile to the
Stalinists on trade-union grounds
were very much perturbed by the
At the time of the

were either silent or, at best, ex-
pressed lukewarm condemnation,
taking the lofty attitude that it
was only a quarrel between people
of the same political tendency.

The two executed socialists
were in the left wing of the so-
cial-democracy and did not at all
see eye to eye with Dubinsky and
the right wing social. democrats
on political questions. Neverthe-
less they were members of the
Second International and sup-
porters of the capitalist democ-
racies in this war. It was too
much like a murder of their.own
people. to permit Dubinsky and

| others like him to be silent. They
lorganized a protest meeting but

thig- meeting mnecessarily had a
political character, namely, the
defense of capitalist democracy.

All dictatorships were de-
noutced — “red, brown and black
— communist as well as fascist.”
| This set the tone of the meeting

| as a defense of capitalist democ-

racy. Tt would not be very diffi-
wult to show that William Green
and other trade-union 1leaders
who sponsored the meeting are
quite disinterested in democracy

|in the trade-union movement. But

‘we shall not discuss this point.

It so happens that Ehrlich and
Alter believed in the “dictatorship
of the revolutionary party,” a
phrase used in the minority reso-
lution presented by Ehrlich at the
Paris Conference of the Second In-
ternational, held in 1933. Revo-
lutionary Marxists use the more
correct formulation—dietatorship

Jof the proletariat.

And by that formula Marxists
simply mean the rule of the work-
ing class utilizing its power to
| deprive the capitalist minority of
the means of production and to
organize a planned economy. The
greatest democracy that can ever
exist .should be a fundamental

of the proletariat.
If the degeneration of the So-

E | viet Union under Stalin brought

with it the complete destruction
of all democracy it simply means
that the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat can under certain historic
conditions, degenerate. To speak
of a communist dictatorship and
not of a Stalinist dictatorship is,
on the part of people who know
better to attack revolutionary
‘Marxism, to attack even the views
of Ehrlich and Alter.

With the exception of the rep-
resentative of the Bund, the
| speakers at the Mecca Temple

By M. Morrison

characteristic of the Jdictatorship.

Will Alter-Erlich Speakers|

Davies Film

tinguish between the Soviet
Unien and the Stalinist govern-
ment. Since the United States is

eral democrats, labor leaders and
even reactionaries to praise the
Russian people and the Red Ars
my. The same speakers, by the

the Red Army and the Soviet,
government during the Sovnet
Finnish conflict,
The speakers
mentioning the name of Stalin,

executions.
the, Soviet government. An ob-
vious attempt to fall in line with
the official policy of the State De-
partment to avoid criticism of
Stalinist government and the So-
viet Union, that is, the system of

production.
distinction can serve only as a.

masses of any capitalist state in a .
conflict with the Soviet Unien.

® % %

Upon what bhasis can there be
an agreement between Trotskyists
and non-Trotskyists in the labor
movement for the defense of so-
cialist, communist and anarchist
political prisoners in Stalin’s jails °
and for a common protest against
their murder? It must be on the
basis of opposition to the use of -
slander and violence between op-
ponents in the labor movement.
‘When the Trotskyists protested
against the Moscow
trials they were not defending the
political ideas of the accused who
were not Trotskyists. We de-
fended the political ideas of
Trotsky and of no one else. We
defended the accused against
slander and violence. Ehrlich and
Alter were our political oppo-
nents. When we protest against
their murder it is because we are
fierce haters of slander and vio-

in the labor movement and we

want to exterminate these Stalin-

ist methods.

There should be no difficulty for

honest people in the labor and lib-

eral movements to join in any de-

fense of anti-Stalinist political

prisoners. and in any protest a-

gainst their murder provided neith-
er the defense nor the protest is

used for the boosting of capitalist

democracy and for anti-Soviet

propaganda. ;
It is at present quite easy for

the organizers and speakers of -

the Mecca Temple meeting to

show how sincere they really are

in their protest of the murder of

Alter and Ehrlich. If, as most of

them contended, they were pro-

testing in the name of justice and

truth and humanity, they should

also get busy in organizing some

‘orm of protest agamst the film,

‘Mission to Moscow,” which is.

i3

slanders of the Moscow Trials,

EE .
The fact that such 'people .as
Mayor LaGuardia, Senator Mead,
Representative Voorhees and Wil-
liam Green spoke at the meeting
justifies the conclusion that the ad-
ministration approved of the
meeting, if nothing more.
Will Dubinsky and the eothers

against the Mission to Moscow
film which has the approval of
the State Department? There is
no easier way to show that their
protest of the Ehrlich and Alter
murder did not simply fall in with

ment.
£

The meetlng at Mecca Temple
shows, as nothing else, how Stalin
feeds the fires of conservatism
and hypocrisy. His crimes have
given sanctimonious hypocrites a
chance to pose as defenders of

murder of hundreds of Indian re-

ions of humanity.

Stalin’s crimes.

Revolution,

25 years after the Revolution,
most of them would be convinced

of revolutionary Marxists.
S ———————— RS AT
MANIFESTO OF THE

on the
IMPERIALIST "WAR
and the
By Leon Trotsky
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i ——————".  meeting made no attempt to dis- o

fighting against the same enemy
it is the vogue on the part of lib-

way, made no distinctioh between

refrained from 2

the .one really responsible for the i
They sboke only of

state ownership of the means of '
The failure to make this real '

.preparation for the support of the -

frame-up -

lence against. political opponents .

based on the falsifications and ° ﬂ

organize some form of protest -

the purposes of the State Depart- -

justice and humanity. They who
never raised a voice against the' .

volutionists by the British gove
ernment can come forth as champ- -

If a section of the audience was .
anti-Soviet it is only because of
Assuming even .
that many were old Mensheviks-
bitterly opposed to the Bolshevik

it can be said /with
great certainty that, by this time,

of their mistakes, had the Soviet :
Unien developed under the regime -
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To defend the USSR as
the main fortress of thé
world proletariat, against
all assaults of world im-
perialism and of internal
counter-revolution, is the
most important duty of
e v e r y class-conscious

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers.

Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.

_ forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.

rising cost of living.

o

Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

- An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

A Workers’

ment.

and Farmers’ . Govern-

Defend the Soviet Union against im-
perialist attack.

Protest the Davies

Whitewash Film!

Hardly able to conceal their glee, the American
‘representatives of Stalin’s GPU murder machine
announced in the April 5 Daily Worker that the
“first print” of Mission to Moscow has arrived
in New York. '

There is reason for their glee. The recent an-
nouncement of Stalin’s assassination of Alter and
Ehrlich had profound repercussions in the labor
movement. The Stalinists need whitewash.

The main argument which they have thus far
utilized in their frantic attempt to justify the
murder of Alter and Ehrlich is reference to the
Moscow Trials. Mission to Moscow helps prop
up the whole structure of Stalinist frameups. The
Stalinists maintain that like those earlier victims,
Alter and Ehrlich — because they were executed
— must have been guilty of the charges cooked
up by Stalin. ,

These trials, as is well known, were proved by
.the John Dewey Commission of Inquiry to be
~ frameups. Thus in a certain sense the Stalinists
are right in pointing to the Moscow frameups as
a parallel in the frameup of Alter and Ehrlich.
The difference is that Alter and Ehrlich were only
two individuals, the Moscow Trials involved tens
and even hundreds of thousands.

Nevertheless prominent labor leaders and
spokesmen of- the Roosevelt administration who
have protested the Alter-Ehrlich assassination,
have so far remained silent about this obvious
parallel. They have likewise remained silent about
Hollywood's Mission to Moscow which pictures
the Moscow frameups in accordance with the of-
ficial GPU version.

As Morrison points out in his column on another

page in this issue, if these people were really in-
terested in justice, truth and humanity, as they
claim, they would not only protest the Alter-Ehr-
lich case but likewise Hollywood’s whitewash pro-
duction.
~ The truth is that these people, who in the past
have never hesitated — most of them — at the
most virulent red-baiting and persecution of the
real partisans of the Soviet Union, are following
the line laid down by Roosevelt’s State Depart-
ment.

They protest Stalin’s crimes when it is politic

Full equality for Negroes in the armed.

For a rising scale of wages to meet the

to do so; they help whitewash Stalin’s crimes when
the diplomatic needs of U, S. imperialism require
1t. .

We repeat, if La Guardia, Senator Mead, Voor-
hees, William Green, James Carey, Dubinsky, et
al are not simply carrying out the purpose of the
State Department, let them organize some form of

“protest agginst the Mission to Moscow film.

Profitls and Beef °

In view of the meat shortage in this country
Representative Celler proposed that we get meat
from Argentina. The response to this suggestion
in Congress was immediate: overwhelming opposi-
tion. The reasons against were slightly contradic-
tory.

To wit:

1) Argentine meat is unsanitary
2) It should be sent directly to the fighting
* zones :

3) What we need is proper distribution of our

own , supplies

4) It would break the livestock market here

5) They haven’t got any meat in Argentina, in

the first place. )

The big meat packers and wholesalers, you see,
are concerned primarily in keeping their profit-
able markets secure: They have in the past kept
cheaper meat from getting into this country and
competing with their products and, shortage or no
shortage, they still refuse to permit any infringe-
ment upon-their monopoly.

They are always ready to sacrifice for the war
effort — your meat, that is — but not their profits.

. ]
A Growing Danger
A steadily growing number of vicious anti-labor

laws are being placed upon the statute books of
this nation.

Following the example set by Cbngress, state

after state is devising new ways by which .labor’s
‘normal activities can be interpreted as violating
the law and subject therefore to new and grave
~penalties.  Since Kansas, the latest to join the
ranks is Colorado, as pointed out by E. R. Frank
in his Trade Union Notes in this issue.

What is behind this anti-labor offensiver

Undoubtedly fear is a prime motive force. Capi- .

- talism now engaged in its,second great blood
bath in a quarter of a century fears the mood
of the masses when they have returned empty
handed from the battlefields and the scandals of
this second world war begin to come out into the
open. ' :

America’s 60 Families wish in their way to pre-
pare for that day — at the present tiifié thioligh
the enactment of repressive legislation which will
later justify more violent methods.

The hired thinkers of America’s 60 Families
calculate that now is the -proper time to pass such
legislation. Now, under cover of the heat of battle,
under cover of the patriotism and the bewilder-
ment of the masses.

But another major consideration on their part
is the fact that the leaders of labor today, the
Greens, Murrays, Hillman’s, etc., are their political
allies and that they need fear no political retalia-
tion from these toadies.

These leaders of labor support the capitalist
political parties. Consequently they have done their
utmost to prevent labor from organizing its own
mighty forces in competition to these parties.

That is the reason no voice speaks up for the
side of labor in the national and state legislatures
when anti-labor laws are brought forth.

Labor has no mass political party of its own,
consequently it has no representatives of its own
in the legislative halls of the nation.

Every new law that is thrust like a dagger into
the back of labor is .a law that was made possible
solely because labor was not organized politically
to resist it.

A mortal danger faces the labor movement.
These laws will continue to accumulate on the
statute books, with Big Business ever more ready

and ever more capable of enforcing these faws,

even if it means organizing fascism on the Amer-
ican continent.

There is only one way to meet the growing men-
ace and that is by facing the political enemy on
the political arena.

It is high time to organize an Independent Labor
Party!

Grade Labelling

* One of the grimmest jokes played on the house-
wife in a grim winter is the administration-spon-
sored program of labelling the 1943 pack of can-
ned goods. B

Everything was promised in the days when
promises looked good, ample fruits and vegetables
despite what other scarcities might cause tighten-
ing belts, and honest labelling. Honest as to
amount and honest as to ‘quality.

But the National Canners Association has dis-
approved the plan. They don’t want the house-
wife to learn that some little-advertised brands
are just as good as those nationally advertised.
They don’t want the housewife to learn that some
“specially improved” products were specially  im-
proved only on the label.

The snapper on this grim joke is this, that less
than half the crops that should go into cans have
been planted. They haven’t been planted, because
the canners are awaiting “relief” from grade label-
ling and “assurance” on prices.

ORKERS'
RUM

A

Wants New Mayor
With Union Button

Editor:

In peace time New York’s mayor
was famed for the broad-brimmed
black hat he wore. But that
wasn’t his only claim to fame. At
every four alarm fire he changed
his black hat for a fire helmet and
took personal charge.

Then he got an automobile dis-
tinguishable by five big stars on
the hood, luminous paint on the
fenders, two spotlights and a sign
over the windshield that flashes,
“Mayor.”

_ After the -war broke out, the
Mayor was very happy I under-
stand turning on the air raid
alarm switch and wearing a
white helmet at practise scenes of
panic where he took charge of the
befuddled victims. ‘

.But our mayor it seems is no
longer content with headgear and
publicity limitations of his office.
The .Little Flower wants to be a
general and go to Africa.

Meanwhile the Little Flower
has not forgotten the masses. He
has repeatedly refused to raise the
wages of subway workers to meet
the rising cost. of living. In the
worsening meat crisis he has
[given the New York housewives
nothing but an emergency dem-
onstration of baloney slicing. To
top it all, his Board of Education
kicked labor in the teeth when it

refused to appoint Mark Starr as

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant.
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your
name and address. Indicate if you do not want your name printed. — Editor.

cause he is a ‘“protagonist of
labor.”

‘While the Little Flower is show-
ing what the right uniform can do
to straighten out the Afircan sit-
uation, let us hope the labor move-
ment wakes up. If the Little
Flower’'s proposed leave of ab-
sence arouses labor to the neces-
gity of putting its own mayor and
Administration in  office to
straighten out the situation we’'ve
got on our hands right here at
home, that uniform will be worth
its weight in gold and a dozen
stars thrown in.

For a Mayor With a Union

Button

‘A Real Poser for

Norman Thomas

Editor:

March 21 here in Philadelphia
at the Friends Forum, Norman
Thomas spoke on the advisability
of immediate post-war planning.

You could have heard a- pin
drop after the opening words of
this question: ,“I’d like Mr. Tho-
mas to answer whether he is not
criminally disarming us when the
facts he should be clarifying are
that this is a permanent war;
that there’ can be no peace (with
the exception of brief breathing
spells) and that the powers that
be cannot end the war so long as
capitalism  continues?” What do
you think he replied? He said,
“That is a rhetorical question,”
and sat down.

director of adult education be-

Letters

Instrument Workers

Reject Assessment

Editor:

At membership meetings of Lo-
cal 425, United Electrical and Ma-
chine Workers of America on
March 25 and 26, the workers of
the Ford Instrument Company, a
plant employing 9,000 overwhelm-
ingly defeated a unanimous re-
commendation of the executive
board that each members be
assessed a day’s pay for the New
York Labor War Chest.

The workers, on the various
shifts, feeling the pinch of rising
prices and higher taxes, overruled
in stormy sessions the attempts
of the executive board to push
the levy through.

- About the only support the ex-
ecutive board could muster came
from a few Stalinists, who ac-
cused the workers of attempting
to become “time and one-half mil-
lionaires.”

It is unfortunate that a good
deal of the sentiment in opposi-
tion to the proposal expressed at
the meetings was anti-union senti-
ment. The blame for this rests
entirely with those labor leaders
who fail to put up a struggle to
defend the workers living stand-
ards, but who nevertheless press
the workers for even greater sa-
crifices.

The workers must be won to the
support of the unions, and this
can be done only by a militant
leadership that will protect the
unions’ hard won gains.

A Ford Instrument Worker

Pepper, Phila., Pa.

New York City

By L. COOPER

In the autumn of 1942, Mur-
ray’s ship was hit by German
aerial torpedoes in the North
Atlantic. It was a surprise at-
tack and Murray never had a
chance. The few survivors of his
ship, as well -as the Navy, have
verified the tragic news.

Every party member and
worker who knew him loved
this outstanding comrade. His
pioneer work in Harlem; his mili-
tant role in the food workers’
unjon; his intense devotion to his
new task and his union, the
Sailors Union of the Pacific—these
were the landmarks he had al-
ready set.

HE LEARNED TO FIGHT

Son of a shoeworker’s family,
he was hungry for culture. He
managed to get to Northwestern
University—but had to leave to
go back to his home in Lynn,
Mass. to work and aid the family.
Life had made him ready for the
revolutionary movement. At first
he thought that meant the Stalin-
ists, but he soon learned better.
He heard our message for the first
time at a street meeting in Lynn
in the summer of 1939. Soon he
was defending our meetings against
fascist ‘hooligans. Of those days a
comrade from Boston writes:

“The first time I saw him was
when I came down from Boston
for a street meeting in Lynn. A
fascist hooligan was heckling the
speaker, trying to make trouble.
Murray—he wasn’t a party mem-
ber—stepped forward and told
him: ‘Why don’t you give the
speaker a chance? The hooligan
tried to brush him aside Murray
hit him and down he went.” The
sensitive student was Iearning to
fight for his ideas.

After joining the Socialist Work-
ers Party in Lynn, he get a job
in a restaurant in Lynn and be-
came active in Food Workers
Local 701.

WORK IN HARLEM AND
CAFETERIA UNION

In April, 1940 he attended his
first national party convention. He
decided 'to stay in New York and
join the newly organized Harlem
group. Almost immediately the
comrades elected him Harlem Or-
ganizer. Their confidence in him
was fully justified. He threw him-
gself into the work with inex-
haustible fervor. The initial stages
of the Harlem group were in every
sense pioneer work. A head-
quarters had to be established.

Negro workers had to be edu-
cated to understand our ideas.
Murray moved into a dingy
tenement on 123rd Street in Har-
lem. His persistance finally netted
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‘Murray Greenfield
a 1915-1942

rewards; he helped to lay the
groundwork for all subsequent
party work in Harlem.

Murray’s other work during
that same period was as a leading
progressive in Local 302, Cafeteria
Workers Union. The Progressive
Club was then the spearliead of
militant activity in the union.
Murray took a job as a busboy
even though his training in Lynn
had been as a short order cook.
In a short pe'f"iod he was elected
shop chairman. He fought the com.
pany up and down the line. The
company framed him and fired
him, and the Stalinist union of-
ficial would not fight for his
reinstatement. But he remained
on the closest terms with the
Stewart Chain store workers who
warmly greeted him whenever he
brought around the Spotlight,
organ of the Progressives.

“IT"S A GOOD LIFE”

In the summer of 1941 he
became a -seaman and a member
of the Sailors Union of the Pacific.
After nine monthg round the world
he came back. “It was hard at
first on deck but after a few
months I got used to it and loved
it,” he said in answer to a dues-
tion. And he added: “It's a good
life.”

He was in port but a short time,
after that nine months’ trip. Not
the least of the reasons why he
soon sailed again was his un-
bounded generosity to the party:
after giving hundreds of dollars,
he topped it with a $250 contribu-
tion at the V. R. Dunne meeting
last February. ,

A seaman friend reports last
seeing Murray in June, 1942. The
seamen of the convoy heading for
the Soviet Union were practising
rowing in a North Atlantic harbor
and our friend’s rowboat passed
the one in which Murray was.
Murray called out: “Hello, it sure
is turning out to be a long trip.”
And so it was, good comrade Mur-
ray. We who loved you still re-
member you, your quiet demeanor,
level gaze, and above all, your
Bolshevik agressiveness based on
an unflagging loyalty: and devo-
tion to the party.

WHAT HE DIED FOR

The Lynn newspaper published
your photo, saying that you died
for “democracy.”” And so you did,
although certainly not in the sense
they meant. You died for the party
that you built and helped inspire
to go forward in summoning .the
masses to build a new and really’
democratic world. .
We won't forget you, dear
friend and comrade. Your name
and memory will sail with the

ships of the workers’ society that
will take the good things of life
to the liberated peoples of the
world.

For a Rising Scale of
Wages to Meet
Rising Living Costs

| GermaniForeshadows

Middle Class’s Fate

By ELOISE BLACK

The- destruction of the heroic German labor move-
ment by Hitler’s brown-shirted fascists is common
knowledge to the American people. That the Ger-
man middle class is also being cut to pieces by the
Nazis is a fact not so well known, ‘

A recent survey issued by the U. S. Office of War
Information reveals in detail how the betrayal of the
“little man” in the interest of the giant German trusts
and combines is being carried out.

Tens of thousands of small business men in this~
country who now find themselves facing extermina-
tion at the hands of American monopolists and whose
frantic appeals for relief are pushed aside by the
War Production Board will find plenty to mull over
in the OWI report, )

When the fascists were striving for power in Ger-
many a decade ago, one of their most potent dema-
gogic appeals was directed toward the impoverished
German middle classes, whose interests they pledged
to champion against the cartels and trusts. A large
part of fascist agitation was given over to tirades
against “financial overlords,” ‘“the Plutocrats of in-
dustry,”. ete,

Once in power, however, the Nazis began prepara-
tions for war, shelved their campaign pledges to the
“little man,” and issued one decree after another
which furthered the trustification of German indus-
try and trade.

One of the deadliest blows dealt the small pro-
ducers was a price-regulating law effected in 1942,
Prices were then established on the basis of produc-
"tion costs of the lowest-cost producers in the vari-
ous industries. Almost 10% of the small German
firms immediately closed their doors or were ab-
sorbed by one of the dominant trusts as a result of
this law. In the fields where free competition still
persisted after 1942, the fascists introduced trustific-
ation.

The OWI report asserts that a “total-mobilization”
plan decreed in Jan. of 1943 will close down three-

" fifths of the remaining small concerns considered
non-essential to the war effort, making a total of
almost 100,000 shops and plants slated for extinction.
And the OWI itself stresses the fact that the carry-
ing out of this program is placed in the hands of
the very lords of finance whom the fascists promised
to destroy.

The OWI has indeed painted an instructive picture
of the perfidy of the German monopolists, and their
agents, the Nazis. But the real lesson is omitted.
Yet the striking similarity between the process go-
ing on in Germany and current developments in this

country, especially since the beginning of the war,

cannot fail to hit the “little man” squarely on the
head.

Here too the “war emergency” has provided a gold-

en opportunity for tightening the monopolisti¢ stran-
gle-hold on the forces of production. ,

The ‘‘dollar-a-year-men” who sit on government
boards and dole out juicy contracts to the corpora-
tions, are employees or heads of these same corpora-
tions, '

According to the reports of the House Committee
on Small Business, no more than 1% of all war or-
ders have been turned over to small firms, 42% of
all war orders have been handed to 16 mammoth pro-
ducers. That 75% of all war contracts are held by
56 corporations wag disclosed by a Truman Commit-
tee report for Feb. 1942.

While literally hundreds of thousands of retail
stores and small enterprises face extermination
(178,174 concerns, was the figure given by the Tru-
man report of Feb. 1942) the monopolies are reap-
ing fabulous profits,

Hitler’s promise to wage war against monopoly has
a very familiar ring in our country where so much
has been said about ‘“trust-busting” too. Yet much
of the anti-trust legislation has been suspended for
the duration of the war, and in cases where flagrant
violations of remaining laws occur, the department of
justice either closes its eyes altogether or imposes
light. penalties, and hush-hushes these as well,

Although the OWI report is directed against’ the
Nazi party, what it really succeeds in revealing is
the common plight of the “little man” (or the “for-
gotten man”) in all capitalist countries. What it
points to as the crimes of fascism are in fact the
crimes of capitalism in the monopoly stage: imperial-
ism.

Political differences of importance to the massed
exist between democratic capitalism and fascist capi-
talism, differences that are known and appreciated
by the living labor movement of this country. But
the self-same economic forces operating under “demo-
cratic” or fascist regimes impel capitalism to deal
blows at both the workers and the middle class.

In the titanic struggle for power raging between
rival imperialists, ever greater sections of the popu-
Jation in all capitalist countries in the world will ba
sacrificed. ;

Neither the workers nor the middle class can exe
pect any improvement in their circumstances as long
as capitalism continueg to rule.

Only by wrenching the basic industries from the
clutch of the monopolies and organizing them under
the joint ownership of all of the people can the bene-
fits of modern production be enjoyed by any but the
glutted monopolists, ‘

SUNDAY NIGHT FORUM

This Week: SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 8 P. M.

£

“JIM CROW IN THE

2nd WORLD WAR”
Speaker: ARTHUR BURCH

Subject and speaker for next week’s forum
- will be announced at the Burch meeting,

Auspices: .

NEW YORK SCHOOL of SOCIAL SCIENCE
116 University Place (cor. 13th Street)
Question-Discussion Period - Refreshments

E

R

L8

A



