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By JACK ELDER

A BIGGER AND BETTER BOARD
THE WORKS-RELIEF BILL

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Organized
labor, the A. F. of L. leaders once

again inform the world at large, |.

has no use for strikes as a method
of bringing employers to terms.
Organized labor would much rather
depend on laws which “guarantee”
the right of collective bargaining,
and on government boards “empow-
ered” to put such laws into effect”

So argue Green and Company in
defense of the Wagner Labor Re-
lations Bill, upon which the Sen-
ate Labor Committee is how con-
ducting hearings. Pass this bill,
they plead with the committee
members. If you don't pass it, they
warn, wage-earners will fily off the
handle; they will become enraged
and strike; and then what will be-
come of the New Deal’s pretty little
dream of class collaboration?

The stupidity of the A. F. of L.
}eaders transcends all understand-
ing. They have had almost two
years of Section 7a and of Wagner
boards, Garrison boards, Biddle
boards, Wolman boards, Stacy
boards, et al. The statute, on the
one hand, and the boards on the
other, have brought American trade
unions absolutely nothing. Com-
pany unionism has flourished as
n?ver before; the technique for kid-
ding wage earners out of striking
has been perfected; employers have
thrown the orders of the labor
boards into the wastebasket; and
President Roosevelt has condescend-
ed to deliver several swift kicks in
the pants to his “Supreme Court”
of industrial relations.

What does all this mean to Green
and Co.?

. Not that “guarantees” of collec-

tive bargaining are hardly worth

the paper they are written on.

Not that labor boards are good

for nothing but sugaring the pill

of compulsory arbitration. Not

that. tl:ade unions must, given a

capitaliste society, rely on their

own capacity for direct and mili-

tant action.

Because Section 7a has not
worked, the A. F. of L. leaders rea-
=on, let us have more of it. Because
the law has been a dead-letter, let
us have a bigger, better and more
elaborate law of the same sort.
Because labor boards have been in-
capable of forcing anti-union em-
ployers into collective bargaining,
let us confer a permanent status
upon the boards and redefine their
purely theoretical powers.

Section 7a, it is true, provided
the psychological push which star-
ted the great organizational cam-
paigns of 1933 in the iron and steel,
automobile manufacturing, bitumi-
nous coal and other industries. But
by relying upon the abstract rights
of Section 7a rather than upon
:ﬁelf-help, the A. F. of L. stultified
IES ability to profit from that ini-
tial push. By proposing what is on
the face of it a tacit bargain—en-
act the Wagner bill and you need
not fear strikes any longer—the A.
F. of L. prepares to paralyze the
labor movement in the United
States, once and for all time.

THE WORKS-RELIEF BILL

Successful for the time being, in
their drive against high wages, Ad-
ministration forces have induced
?he Senate to knock the “prevail-
ing wages” amendment out of the
Work-Relief bill. The substitute
amendment which was passed leaves
the whole matter of wage rates,
for any practical purpose, to the
President’s sole discretion. This
means, all things considered, that
$50 a month will receive official
sa;n;:ltion as the government’s idea
of how large a livi
o b0 & ng wage ought

It was hardly to be expected, not-

(Continued on Page 4)
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Wateh the number after your
name on the wrapper in which
your paper is mailed. If the
number after your name is the
same as this number — 14—it
means your sub has expired and
this is the last issue you will
recelve until we receive your re-
newal.

If you will send your renewal
sevoral issues in advance it will
save work and expense in the
office and insure ycur receiving
the paper without interruption.
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the regular rates plus postage.
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—Business Manager,
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Nations Totter On

Another

Capitalists Profited
$12,000 For Every
Death in Last

imminence of the Second
World War was vividly dem-
onstrated last Saturday by the
action of Hitler Germany when she
tore up the Treaty of Versailles and
threw it in the faces of the other
European powers. Henceforth, an-
nounced the Nazi leader, compuls-
ory military service will be intro-
duced in Germany and the Third
Reich will ‘enter openly into the
race for arms on land, sea and in
the air.

This announcement came at the
end of a week filled with talk—and
acts—for rearmament. And it came
as no surprise, despite their public
expressions of righteous indigna-
tion, to the responsible—or to be
exact, irresponsible — rulers of
France, Italy Great Britain—and
the United States. That Germany
has been arming ever since Hitler
came to power has been an open
secret for many months. The pre-
tence that she was not had to end
sooner or later. The fact that Hit-
ler choose last Saturday to end it
only illustrates the increasing
tension.

The Second World War

Thus less than seventeen years
after the end of the “war to end
war,” preparations for the second
World War are now publicly pro-
claimed. The death merchants
throughout the world are happy.
The “dollar-a-year” boys are prac-
ticing oratory. And the war-psy-
chology-making machines are being
oiled.

Meanwhile the conditions of the
masses of the people of the world
become more desperate. Unemploy-
ment and destitution increases.
Living standards of the employed
workers are being driven down
either by direct reductions in wages
or by the increasing cost of food
and clothing. Appropriations for
relief of the victims of the profit
system are curtailed while approp-
riations for battle ships, guns, etc.,
are doubled and tripled.

Yet the following facts, showing
what war means to the masses of
the people, have been repeated time
and again:

What War Means

The fact that nearly 10,000,000
young men were killed in the First
World War, that 20,000,000 more
were wounded, and that prisoners
or “missing” humbered nearly
6,000,000 does not deter the capital-
ists for one minute from making
ready for the Second World War.

In addition to soldiers killed,
wounded and “missing”in the last
war, famine, desease and pestilence
took a total of over 28,000,000
people “among .the civil population
alone”, according to the Swedish
statistician, Hersch,

Left fatherless as a result of the
war were 9,000,000 children. War
widows numbered about 5,000,000
and some 10,000,000 were rendered
homeless due to the war.

Direct money cost of the war for
all helligerent countries amounted
to over $200,000,000,000. For the
U.S. alone, during the two years,
the direct cost was over $22,000,-
000,000. Total indirect costs (pro-
perty damage, etc.) amounted to
about  $150,000,000,000 for all
countries. The daily cost of the
war in 1918 was $224,000,000.

According to a pamphlet written
by Senator Nye it cost about $25,-
000 to kill a soldier.

Who Won?

But for every casualty a profit
of $12,000 was made by the cap-
italist class, acording to Lehman-
Russbuldt, German expert on war.
Profits of leading American corpo-
rations ranged from 25 per cent to
3,000 per cent and more. Eighteen
leading United States companies
increased their net profits of $74,-
650,000 for the 1912-1914 period to
$337,000,000 for the period 1916-
1918. The number of known mil-
lionaires in the U.S. increased from

The

(Continued on Page 4)

NEW CLASSEES IN SCHOOL

Two new classes have been added
to the courses in the Internatiomal
Workers School. The first in elem-
entaryRudsian, will bdgin Thurs-
day, March 28th at 7 P.M. under
the guidance of Sara Weber. The
other is a course in public speaking
for members of the Workers Party
and Spartacus Youth League, to
begin Monday, April 1st at 8:40
P.M. with Martin Glee as instructor.
Registrations should be sent to the

School office at 2 West 15th Street.

Impelfialist War

Sacramentio

C. S. Trial
Near End

Judge Rules Case to
Continue Despite
Ford’s Illness

SACRAMENTO, Cal., March 15.—
The Sacramento criminal syndical-
is coming to a close.
Practically the last two weeks
have been spent reading to the
jury. A significant and interesting
point of the trial came when At-
torney Gallagher, in trying to show
that the Communist Party would
never think of calling a revolution
withont the support of a majority,
wanted to introduce evidence about
Germany.

ism case

“1 ¢an't see where Germany has
any bearing on the case,” the judge
said.

It certainly has,” Gallagher
shouted. “We intend to show that
in Germany, where the Communist
Party was supported by 6,000,000
voters, the Party allowed Hitler to
come to power without raising a
finger, because it did not have a
majority behind it!”

But most of the time has been
spent by the LL.D. attorneys going
over the 205 exhibits of ‘“commun-
istic literature” introduced by the
prosecution. Scattered  excerpts
have been read to the jury on al-
most every conceivable topic: left
social fascism has been followed
by the Soviet Army, industrial un-
ionism by self determination in the
black belt, conditions of the work-
ing youth by the Labor Party. Ab-
solutely no attempt has been made
to present a coherent picture of
communism to the court. Every-
thing has been garbled, confused,
disorganized.

BEarly this week defendant A. G.
Ford, weakened by his 6 months’
confinement in jail, had to be taken
to the hopsital with a serious at-
tack of pnecumonia. In this situa-
tion the judge cynically ruled that
the case should go on, minus de-
fendant Ford!

A BRITISH PATRIOT

NEW YORK (FP).— Germany’s
rearmament move came on the heels
of a loan of some $200,000,000
granted her by Sir Henry Deter-
ding, international oil magnate and
Standard Oil rival, according to an
exclusive story by Johannes Steel
in the New York Post.

20TH CENTURY CIVILIZATION

“Cuba, unfortunately, at present,
like the United States and other
civilized countries, has four or five
persons for every job.”—Pres. Men-
dieta of Cuba.

Cannon Rorty And
Chas.Malamuth Will
Tell of Cal. Terror

James P. Cannon, Editor of the
New Militant, James Rorty, author
and and Charles
Malamnuth, well known journalist,
will address a meeting at Irving
Plaza this Sunday evening, March
24 on “Class Struggles in the West”

newspaperman

Comrade Cannon has just re-
turned from a two months tour of
the country, including one month
in California, the heart of recent
strikes, terror, and class war. He
will touch on the aftermath of the
great San Francisco general strike,
the Sacramento criminal syndical-
ism trials, on his visit to Tom
San Quentin, on the
famous Agricultural and Cannery
Workers Union, on the vigilante
terror, and (no picture of Califor-
nia is complete without them) on
the Sinclair Epicites and the Uto-

pian movement, and last on the
rise of the Workers Party.

James Rorty and Charles Mala-
muth have just arrived in New
York after their now famous expul-
sion from the Imperial Valley,

Yvhere they were investigating the
incredible peon system of slavery
among the agricultural workers.

Mooney at

Democracy
Violent
InS.P.

Led by Julius Gerber a crew of
0Old Guard Socialists broke into the
New York Yipsel office late last
Monday and topk possession of all
the property therein. Milt Cohen,
a young Socialist, who accidently
wandered into the office during the
raid was severely beaten up.

These desperate steps taken by
the *‘democratic socialist”’gentlemen
were an outcome of the conflict
hetween the City Ixecutive Com-
mittees of the Socialist Party and
the Y.P.S.I. f[ollowing the latter’s
unanimous denunciation of the
“New Leader” as an organ of the
0Old Guard promoting splits in the
S.P. and as unworthy of the sup-
port of the young Socialists.

The S.P. Committee retaliated
by preferring charges against the
entire Yipsel committee; disqual-
ified the candidates for city organ-
izer and city secretary, in a pend-
ing election, because they voted for
the resolution against the “New
Leader,” and called upon the Yip-
sels to postpone the elections. At
the same time they appointed a
specinl  investigption commBttep.
The Yipsels defied these decisions
and proceeded with plans for the
elections.

The Executive Committee of the
S.P. met last Monday evening, ac-
cording to the Yipsel office: “with
only 7 members attending out of a
total of 17, they acepted the report
of the subcommittee appointed to
investigate the YPSL, doing so by a
vote of 6-1. The committee con-
sisting of Algernon Lee, Bela Low

(Continued on Page 3)

NUL Blasts
Roosevelt’s

Relief Plan

Like Trying to Fight
A Forest Fire With
Tea Cups

COLUMBUS, OHIO. — Criticizing
the Administrution’s social security
program as an attempt to “extin-
quish a forest fire with a tea-cup
of water,” the National Unemployed
League has issued a tentative draft
of the Workers Security Bill which
it is sponsoring. This draft is be-
ing submitted to state and local
TUnemployed Leagues for approval
and recommendations before being
put into final form. Suggestions
should be sent to the National Un-
employed League, 232 North High
Street, Columbus, Ohio.

An extensive drive to win public
support for the bill is under way.
Plans are going forward for the
League’s Caravan to Washington in
May to push the bill before Con-
aress adjourns.

The comprehensive bill drafted
by the League is called “A bill to
limit the hours of labor, to provide
additional appropriations for public
works, and for the relief of the un-
employed anl to establish a system
of unemployn.ent ¢nu social insvr-
ance.”

30-Hour Week

It provides for the 30-hour week
for all national, state and local
goveirment employees and all wage
employees in industry, mining,
transportatjon, agriculture, domes-
tie, technical, clerical and profes-

sional services and ‘“all other oc-
cupations”.
The minimum wagze is (ixed at

830 a week, with the prevailing
union rate wherever it is higher.

A ten-billion dollar public works
peegram is provided, th: mouey o
be spent within one year. This
program is to include the pbuilding
of modern low-rental homes; an
up-to-date, fully equipped county
hospital in every county; modern
libraries and recreational centers
in every city and county; rural
electrification, and elimination of
grade crossings.

Nothing For War

It is specified that none of this
money shall be spent for military
or naval purposes.

Immediate establishment of a
system of unemployment and social
insurance by the Secretary of Labor
is  authorized. All unemployed
workers and farmers are to be
cared for with insurance equal to
average local wages, the funds to
be raised by a government tax on
inheritances and gifts and on in-
come of individuals and corpora-
tions where they exceed $5,000.
The insurance is in no case to be

(Continued on Page 4)

Life,Liberty,thePursuit of Happiness

By BILL REICH

HOUSING: A widow and two
small children were found living
in the Railroad Station at Allen-
town, Pa. In Boston, Mrs.
Blanche Campia, destitute, crawled
into a freightyard and in a snow-
bank bore a baby. ... Doris Duke,
richest U.S. girl, weds a scion of
the Stotesbury’s. Doris owns a
5,000 acre estate at Somerville, N.
J. with 35 miles of private paved
roadway, a summer paldce at New
Port, R. 1., a Manhattan residence
on 5th Ave. with art treasures
worth millions, and a palatial es-
tate in North Carolina. . . . Her
husband’s family owns a home with
145 rooms, 45 baths, 14 elebators
and requires 100 servants for its
upkeep. They also have homes at
Bar Harbor, Maine and Palm
Beach.

SOCIETY: Palm Beach reports
the best season since the depres-
sion. . . . Florida begged and re-
ceived another $400,000 from Wash-
ington ofr relief, claiming it was
“broke”. . .

SPORTS: More than $8,000,000
was bet on the pomnies at Miami
during the racing season. . . . Joe
Green of Pittsburgh was fined $2
for betting on a horse race. “Any-
body on relief who bets on the
races deserves to be fined,” says the
judge.v. . . J. B. Gibson of Paris,
Texas, is given $2 to buy fishing
tackle so he could be removed from

relief roll. “The catfish are biting,”
he was told. . . .

FOOD: Jack Dempsey eats 19
times a day and keeps two cooks
constantly busy over a stove in his
private home. . . . Mike Naggis, un-
employed steel worker, was found
dead in his unheated home near
Coatesville, Pa. “Starvation,” said
the coroner. . . . Food prices have
risen 11 percent in the past year,
reports the Department of Agricul-
ture. . . . “Prices are still too low,”
says President Roosevelt. . . .

RELIEF: An expensive govern-
ment survey reveals that 89 percent
of those on relief are in this condi-
tion because of unemployment . . .
The Department of Labor announc-
es that $26.77 per week is needed
to provide a family of 5 with the
means of bare subsistence, $31.22
for the minimum essentials for
health and decency. . . . President
Roosevelt’'s Public Works Relief
Bill allows an average of $12 per
week per family. . . . The U. 8.
Chamber of Commerce urges a $2,-
000,000,000 reduction in the Public
Works Bill, this permitting a dole
of $6 per week per family. .
Philadelphia’s 310,596 relief cases
average $2.50 per week per person,
Oklahoma’s $2.50 per month per
person. . . . “Excessive relief pre-
sents the gravest threat to the fis-
cal integrity of the government,”
says Richard Whitney, President of
the N. Y. Stock Exchange. . . .

THE ARTS AND SCIENCES:
Sally Rand, fan dancer, has patent-
ed her new bubble dance. “Like a
good businessman, I keep a graph
of my popularity,” she states. . . .
College professors near Washing-
ton, D. C. have formed a club with
Huey Long as honorary president.
... “Charley Chaplin is the world’s
greatest economist,” announces Will
Rogers. . . . University of Georgia
students riot because movie prices
are increased. . . . Cuban college
students are playing a leading part
in the present revolt. . . .

BUSINESS AND FINANCE: “To
grant the soldiers’ bonus would be
a national calamity,’ says Eugene
Grace, President of the Bethlehem
Steel Corporation, which profited to
the extent of $49,427,000 on war or-
ders. Grace received a bonus of
$3,660,000 from his company. ‘I
wonder if it wouldn’t be all right
to pay a soldier $5 a day,” he asks.
.. Evidence discloses that the
Wierton Steel Co. paid the officers
of its ecompany union $25 per month,
permitted them to meet on company
time, and paid a $6,000 printing
pill for the union. . . . The Federal
District Court of Delaware holds
that the Wierton Company union
was free from intimidation, domi-
nation or control by the manage-
ment. . . . “Roosevelt is just the
man we need now,” announces the
arch-reactionary magazine Steel,
organ of the steel bosses.

Membership,

WP Progress on All Fronts,

National And International

Marked at Ptsbg.

»

Conference

Trade Union, Strike, Unemployed

Work Shows Gain; Daily Paper
Up for Discussion

Nearly 100 active workers, repre-
senting all important industries
such as steel, mining, automobiles,
textiles, rubber, gathered in the
Active Workers Conference of the
Workers Party of the U.S. held at
Pittsburgh in connection with the
plenary session of the National
Committee of the Party March 15-
18. The outstanding impression left
by the conference was that of the
remarkable strides taken by the
Party during the first three months
of its existence in carrying out the
six months Program of Action
adopted by the founding eqnvention
of the Party last December.

The fusion of the former Com-
munist League of America and the
former American Workers Party on
which the formal launching of the
party was based has been accom-
plished at the center and in the
pranches. Fundamentally, the prob-
lems and issues now confronting
the organization are those of the

Auto-Rubber
Alliance in

Akron

By JACK WILSON

AKRON, Ohio, March 8.—A sig-
pificant turn with far-reaching im-
plications was made by the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor here today
with the establishment of an alli-
ance between the wauto and the
rubber workers' unions to work to-
gether in the current campaigns for
recognition and the “threatened”
strikes in both industries.

Suddenly changing previous plans
to bring John Lewis, U.M.W.A.
president here, the A. F. of L. had
Francis J. Dillon, chief auto organ-
izer speak at a mass meeting of all
rubber workers unions here and
pledges were exchanged to aid each
they materialize.
fhe materialize.

Thus the A. F. of L. was finally
forced to admit the close relation-
ship between these two bhasic in-
dustries. Rubber tire production
depends primarily on sales to the
auto manufacturers and they have
admitted that a strike in the auto
industry, if begun, must likewise
be met with a similar strike in
rubber as a tie-up of the auto in-
wstry would automatically close
Akron factories.

This latest move can best be in-
terpreted as an attempt of the A.
. of L. to bolster its weak posi-
tion in the auto industry and its
rapidly weakening role in rubber
by building prestige through this
vague “united front” It is also an
attempt to display a strong front

to manufacturers in the vain hope

of thereby obtaining recognition
without resorting to strikes.
However, Dillon told the rubber
workers that April 1 was the date
set for action in Detroit and this

was followed by a speech of Cole-
man Claherty in which he said
rubber manufacturers would be
given one week to begin negotia-
tions or a strike would be called.

That the workers mean to take
these two organizers at their word
was shown by the tremendous ap-
plause which greeted them when-
ever militant tones were adopted in
their speech and especially when
threat of a strike was made. The
Goodyear, Goodrich and Firestone
locals are sending committees to
try to begin negotiations this week
with the manufacturers. A strike
has been threatened if manufactur-
ers refuse.

ALLENTOWN PUSHES NEW
MILITANT CIRCULATION DRIVE

Today we have news from Allen-
town that the branch has set a
quota of one sub for every member
in the next two weeks. This quota,
when fulfilled, will put Allentown
at the top of the list in the contest.

This branch is doing an excellent
job. Bundle orders have increased
by 33 1/3 percent and are paid up
to date, which makes them elegible
on the first prize at the present
writing. By the end of this month,
if the present branch ‘efforts are
successful—and” there is no reason
why they should not be—they will
have a 100 percent score in the
drive and can go from that point
on in the coming -two months, piling
up a really respectable score.

new Party and not of the old or-
ganizations.
Membership Increases

An increase of nearly 40 percent
in membership has been recorded.

The work of projecting the party
and its membership in the unions,
unemployed leagues and other mass
organizations is proceeding every-
where. )

A great impetus has been given
to unemployed work as is symbol-
ized most dramatically perhaps by
the appearance of Mass Action, the
weekly organ of the National Unem-
ployed League, to which the Party
has given support and assistance.

The Party membership has taken
a prominent part in a score of
strike struggles in every section of
the country.

The Party as a whole, and es-
pecially its California section, has
assumed 2 leading role in the labor
defense movement in the United
States in connection with the Sac-
ramento criminal syndicalism trial.
The destructive policies of the Com-
munist Party in this trial have been
made a national and will be made
an international issue by the Work-
ers Party.

The Party print shop has been
reorganized and provided with new
eqnipment and is now in a position
to turn out regularly the party
organs, its pamphlets, etc.

‘While the fulfillment of the pam-
phlet program has lagged some-
what, an reducational department
has been set up, an International
Workers School giving 11 courses
established in New York, one oOr
more classes organized in practical-
ly every branch of the Party, three
sets of lessons have been sent out
and others are ready, and prepara-
tions for the first session of a ma-
tional training school are under
way.

S. Y. L. Doubled Membership

The youth organization, Sparta-
cus’ Youth League, has doubled its
membership, issued its monthly or-
gan regularly and immensely im-
proved its organizational set-up.

Comrade Cannon, the editor of
the New Militant, has made a coast
to coast tour. Comrade Muste, the
National Secretary, has visited
practically all of the party centers
as far west as Minneapolis, Daven-
port and St. Touis. One other tour
as far west as Chicago has been
carried out.

Traternal relations have been
established with the Secretariat of
the L1C.L. in Europe, with the
newly organized Revolutionary
Party in Holland, product of the
merger on March 10 of the Revo-
lutionary Socialist Party and the
Independent Socialist Party of
Holland, and with parties and
groups in Canada, South Africa,
Australia, China and other coun-
tries who have ‘declared for the
Fourth International and stand on
the same programmatic foundation
as the Workers Party of the U.S.

Many important problems con-
fronting the revolutionary move-
ment in the United States and
abroad were discussed by the Na-
tional Committee, the Active Work-
ers Conference, or both. These in-
clude the Labor Party, Third Party,
Huey Long, Coughlin, etc. develop-
ments; the recent events in the

~viet Union: the war danger as

"exemplified in occurrences in the
‘international arena; the tumult in

the Socialist Party of .the United

' States and the proper course to be

pursued by the revolutionary party
toward the splits which appear
likely to occur in the S. P.; the
present position in the trade unions
and the unemployed organizations.
The decisions of the National Com-
mittee on these points will be pub-
lished in this and forthcoming is-
sues of the New Militant or com-
municated to the membership and
to the workers in other ways.
A Daily Paper

Impressed, on the one hand, by
the numerous opportunities spring-
ing up before the Party and the
eagerness of the Party membership
and the workers for information
about the Party and its position,
and on the other hand by the swift
pace of events pboth in the labor
movement in the U. 8. and on the
f{nternational arena, the National
Committee authorizéd the Political
Committee to continue a canvass
which it had tentatively begun as
to the possibilities of raising a
custaining fund for a daily paper.

(Continued on Page 4)



Nation-Wide

Short Sweet and Victorious
UnderRankandFileControl

Danger of Separate Agreements by Leaders

By GERRY ALLARD

Unless leaders of the existing
miners’ unions succeed in stifling
the rank and file through means of
separate local agreements, there
will be a national walkout of some
500,000 bituminous coal diggers be-
ginning April 1, of this year.

It is unlikely that a compromise
will be effected suitable to the mine
workers by the time current wage
agreements expire. Turmoil in the
hard coal region, 1llinois, the
Southwest, Washington and Nova
Scotia is teaching John L. Lewis,
international president of the Unit-
ed Mine Workers of America, a few
lessons.

The rank and file are again
cracking down on their leaders
and from Washington, D. C., Lewis
has been making statements that
appear ‘‘progressive”. The dictator
of the largest union in the soft
coal industry is bellyaching for ac-
tion on the part of the solons on
the Black-Connery 30-hour week
and the Guffey-Snyder coal stabil-
ization bills. The favorable enact-
ment of these bills by Congress
would save Lewis a great deal of
embarrassment. It would enable
him to consummate wage agree-
ments with the national coal oper-
ators association with a minimum
of friction.

Never before have the bituminous
coal miners of this country been
in a better position to strike. What
is more, they can make the strike
so effective that it will prove to
be short, sweet and victorious.
That is, of course, providing the
rank and file can exercise control
over the strike situation.

For the first time in 30 years,
the bituminous coal miners’ wage
agreements expire simulbtaneously.
With the wrecking of the central
competitive field through Lewis’
treachery in 1927-28, states and
parts of states were signed separ-
ately, thus enabling one district to
be pitted against another, much to
the profit of the coal operators.
Now, however, the miners, through
the peculiar contradictions of the
NRA, are so organized that any at-
tempt to split them will be the
signal for wide-spread action, both
externally and internally.

Dual Movements

Some readers will perhaps point
to the dual unions in several states
as a hindrance to real success. This
situation does contain an element
of danger. But, it is precisely this
situation which is causing Lewis
to step a little livelier than he has
in the past. If he is to hold his
army he will have to produce the
goods. If he doesn’t, the dual move-
ments, and new revolts from within
the UM.W.A, will inevitably amal-
gamate their forces.

Prior to the NRA, Lewis’ organ-
ization was practically reduced to
a paper union The complete servil-
ity of the UMW A. leaders to the
coal operators had almost de-
stroyed, by pressure from within
and without, the last semblance of
solid union organization in the bi-
tuminous coal industry. Along came
the NRA and Lewis wasted no
time. Approximately 350,000 new
members were thrown info his lap.
The Appealachian region is solidly
organized. With the exception of
spots as in Alabama, parts of Ken-
tucky and the coke region of Penn-
sylvania, the UM.W.A. and various
independent unions have the miners
pretty well under control.

Demands

The outstanding demands of the
miuners are the six-hour day, 5-day

week aud substantial
creases.,

The 7-hour day, product of pres-
sure of the miners in the Appala-
chian region under the NRA, has
robbed the coal operators of some
powerful arguments. Heretofore,
coal operators argued that the
shiorter work day would destroy
the coal industry due to the com-
petitive threat of oil and gas.
Class collaborating trade union
leaders and conservative coal min-
ers were lulled to sleep by this
argument. However, the 7-hour
day has proven to be both feasable
and practicable. Coal operators
have maintained their usual pro-
duction, in some cases increased it,
and what is more, the coal opera-
tors have been making larger pro-
fits.

wage in-
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Separate Agreements

In the beginning of this article I
pointed to the only condition which
prevents an effective national walk-
out in 24 states where bituminous
coal is mined. Separate agreements
are nothing new. It was an effec-
tive tactic in the days when the
coal industry was a young, boom-
ing industry. The industry was de-
centralized and the market was
usually favorable, By permitting
one coal operator to recognize the
union and concede favorable wage
increases, this tactic almost ruined
stubborn operators. It served the
purpose of entrenching a rising la-
bor union.

Under present circumstances, the
coal industry being one of the most
decadent sections of capitalist eco-
namy  with anearatore egnsolidated
or associated the tactic of separate
agreements has a reverse effect. It
is on this bone that all present
coal miners’ unions might break
their teeth, consequently defeating
the miners at a most opportune
time to advance their cause and in-
terest.

All Males Under 30 in CCC
Plan of N.Y. Relief Bureau

Second Letter From

A Relief Investigator

The Home Relief Bureau is a
tremendously important institution
in the life of New York City. It
thrives and prospers. Every month
larger and larger sums are allocated
to it. However, it is one industry
which the capitalists would like to
curtail. They look favorably upon
all schemes to contract its field of
endeavor—from Conservation Camps
to detectives masquerading as so-
cinl workers.

The Home Relief Bureau is a
scant three years old. But it is al-
ready a giant. Today it has on its
rolls over 200,000 families and
22,000 single men. Almost one
seventh of the population of the
city depend upon it for subsistence.

Besides those on relief, there are
another 100,000 families, one of
whose members, in order to take
the family off relief, has been given
a relief job. At least another 100,
000 have been on relief during the
iast three years. It is safe to say
that the lives of two million people
in New York City alone have been
directly affected by the Bureau.

The Home Relief Bureau is the
capitalist answer to the needs of
the unemployed. In 1930 there was
a tremendous demonstration of the
unemployed. Towards the end of
1931 it was clear that private char-
ity could no longer handle the sit-
nation ;: it was prepared to cere for
the “individually maladjusted” but
not for mass maladjustment. The
relief given was intended to take
off the edge of discontent. It was
and is a miserable sop.

Some Facts

It is necessary to point out what
a wretched sop it really is, for
many people, wunacquainted with
the details, actually believe that in
n w York City relief is adequate.

Tramilies of five have come to the
Bureau expecting that their $28 a
month rent would be paid. They
were surprised to find that they
would be allowed $17.50 per month
if they proved they were destitute.

For food the actual allowance is
$3.30 every two weeks per man,
$3.10 for a woman, $240 for a
child under 16, $2 for a child under
6, with a 50 percent increase for
one person, 25 percent for two, 15
percent for three, then the straight
budget until a family of eight is
reached, when there is a 5 percent
reduction, ete.

Obviously this is e starvation al-

New Militant Drive News

In spite of all obstacles the cir-
culation drive is going over. Char-
leston increases its bundle. Canada
increases bundle orders by 50 per
week. Minneapolis continues to
sent more subs than any other
branch to date, achieving a score
of 32 percent to date. East St.
Youis enters the field with a score
of 20 percent. Akron also achieves
20 percent. New York, Philadelphia
and Chicago continue to lag behind.
Bronx branch, New York, has made
the best showing to date in the
New York District. Plentywood is
climbing up and scores 20 percent
at the present time.

But even thix is not enough. We
must have more—many more—subs
and increased bundle orders to
make the drive a success. This
week should bring in at least 200
new subs.  Branches, friends, yvou
are the ones who can make this
drive @ success. It must be suc-
cessful in order to put the Party

press on a firm foundation. What
are you doing about it NOW?

DONATIONS, CONTRIBUTIONS

Thix weeck we received a check
for $20 from C in New York City—
a voluntary donation to help out in
these days of financial stress. This
is an excellent example, worthy of
imitation by all who want to lay
a firm foundation for our paper.

Another friend in Bryan, Ohio,
sent a remittance on his pledge.

We need donations for immediate
and pressing expenses. We mneed
regular weekly pledges to insure
regular appearance and a stable
budget. We need your help, com-
rades and friends who read this pa-
per every week.

Who will be the first to pledge
$10, $5, $1—per week to this fund?
P’lease send in these pledges or
donations AT ONCE to the Busi-
ness Manager,

THE NEW MILITANT
2 West 15th Street

NEW MILITANT
2 West 15th St., New York City

Name

City ..

Please enter my name for [ ] one year, $1.00; [ ] 6 months, 65c.

1 am interested in joining the Workers Party of the U. 8. [ ]

Jowance, nor has it been raised in
the face of the rising cost of living.

. logically, one of the main
struggles of the unemployed must
be to raise the relief budget. Our
comrades in the Unemployed Un-
ions must make the “budget issue”
central.

The Bureau has grown because
the capitalists dare not leave the
unemployed without at least, sub
sistence. They fear the social re
percussions. And, if it be asked,
whv there have been no riots on
the part of the unemployed—even
during the winter when the Bureau
did not furnish, until very late, coal
and some clothes, the answer must
be sought first in the failure of the
organizations among the unem:
ployed to channel the genuine dis
content. Other factors are: faith
in Roosevelt; the fact that at least
20 percent of the relief rolls is
made up of people who have been
dependent on charity for years; and
the fact that New York is the
classic city of odd jobs.

“Tapering Off” the Rolls

The ‘relief budget is growing;
over $20,000,000 was appropriated
to care for the unemployed during
March with the announced inten-
tion of “tapering off” the rolls. The
first method used is the one fea
tured in the capitalist press: spe
cial investigations.

But, today, in the Home Relief
Bureau something much more sig-
nificant is happening--more impor-
tant than the dropping of single
men—a survey of all men hetween
the ages of 18 and 30 is being taken
with a view to sending them to
Conservation Camps. Of the $30 a
month they receive at the CCC, $25
goes to their family from whose
budgetary allowance it is then de-
ducted. It must Dbe remembered
that the total budget of a family
of five with one member gone, is
approximately $45 a month. OQur
comrades must immediately organ-
ize a campaign against the Conser-
vation Camp plan.

The proposed Federal Relief pro-
jects now under debate in Congress
opens up a new perspective for the
unemployed. If the struggle against
the $12 weck wage is to be suec-
cessful, the unemployed must call
more and more on the unions. The
workers on relief projects must be
organized into the unions. In this
connection, the Toledo FERA strike
may serve as a model. A struggle
must be entered into to force the
labor hureaucrats to admit workers
on relief projects. The propaganda
that the interests of the employed
and unemployed are identical must
be intensified.

It would he utopian to dream that
a five billion dollar allotment would
care for the 13,000,000 now out of
work even at $12 a week: a simple
calculation shows that this gigan-
tic sum would last almost 7 months
if all the money went for wages
which it will not. These workers
must be imbued with the elemen-
tary notions of organization and
struggle, at least to a degree where
it will become impossible to peremp-
torily dismiss them. This indus-
trial reserve army with some food
in its stomach and in close coopera-
tion, if not in, the trade unions,
presents to the revolutionary perty
an opportunity of rooting itself in
the masses. And that is the main
task of the Workers Party.

J. P. SWAPS ART FOR PROFITS
IN JAPAN

NEW YORK (FP)—J. P. Mor-
gan is selling his art treasures to
place his money in Japanese invest-
ments—where interet rates are
high.

That's the story going the rounds
in exclusive society groups in New
York City, says the soclety column
of Hearst’s Dally Mirror.

Left Wing Program for Silk;
No More Skulking Cliques

By FELIX GIORDANO

in spite of the betrayal of the
last strike by Gorman & Co., the
American Federation of Silk Work-
ers still maintains itself as a de-
partment of the United Textile
Workers. The workers refuse to
be again unorganized, and, in spite
of the many weaknesses of their
union, cling to it and try to make
it what they would like it to be, a
real fighting organization of textile
workers.

The silk workers realize that
they have a task to perform, a job
to fiinish. Their demands have not
been met by the Dbosses; the govs
ernment Boards have gone the way
of all government boards; their
conditions have not improved. Tu-
stead, the average wage of silk
workers hovers close to the “min-
imum” of $13 for a week of 40
hours, and from the present condi-
tion of the industry, they face a
period when the full week of 40
hours is going to be as rare as a
snowstorm in July.

Conditions in the silk industry
have not improved. They are, if
anything worse than immediately
before the strike. The union, as at
present constituted, is unable to
cope with the manufacturers, or
else unable to get started. But the
workers cannot keep on tolerating
these conditions. They need the 30-
hour week, and they demand it.

They demand that there be an
end to wage cuts, to speed up, to
additional machine load. The union
must get ready to fight. And the
workers also realize that the un-
jon’s fight cannot be left in the
hands of the Gormans and McMa
hons. That is why they must be
ready to do and direct their own
fighting, that.is why they need a
left wing, organized nationally on
the basis of sound principles and
of a sound program.

The Task of the Left Wing

1t is evident, then, that the task
of the Left wing is to consolidate
all the militant elements in the
union for the purpose of supplying
leadership to the workers in the
coming struggles. For it is only
ihrough such a left wing that the
workers can achieve victory. It is
only upon the left wing that they
can rely when all else fails them.
The Left wing must be the crystal-
lization of the actiVe union mem-
bers in an intelligent body working
within the union, shaping policies
and fighting so that the bureaucra
cy in the union be forced to accept
them and follow them.

No Cliques

The left wing, we repeat, must
be the crystallization of all that is
wenuinely progressive and militant
in the union. It can not work in
the dark, in secret, but it mus
agitate the workers, make its pro-
gram known, and win the confidence
of the whole membership.

"The silk workers have known too
many cliques that never produced
the still-to-be-formed left wing.
Cligues have wrought havoc among
the silk workers before, they must

not be allowed to do so again. For
it is only the reactionary elements
who fear publicity that work in
secret, “springing things on” the
workers and “getting them across’
Let the left wing differentiate it-
self from such elements, and not
follow their system and their tac-
tics.

No cliques then, skulking and
plotting behind the scenes, but a
geniine, intelligent movement,
which has the confidence of the
workers, and which acts sanely,
without adventuristic ideas, with-
out advocating adventuristic or
showy action if nothing can be
gained from it.

1un that sense we cannot approve
of the newly reorganized group in
Paterson, for it has all the ear-
marks of a cliqgue and not of a left
wing movement. We cannot ap-
prove of their desire to remain a
secret organization, and we cannot
approve of their first “practical”
proposal of carrying on a demon-
stration of strength when we are
not ready to use such strength.
That group shows both cliquism
and adventurism, the two greatest
evils that could afflict any group
working in the union. ostensibly
for the benefit of the workers.

A Program for the Left Wing

What then are the essentials of
a left wing movement, and more
specifically, what would be a mini-
mum program for such a move-
ment?

In the first place, it must not
confine itself to a locality or to
one branch of the industry. A local
movement cannot achieve national
success, and no success an be effec-
tive unless it is national.

Secondly, it must not be a secret
organization. It must, instead, agi-
tate among the workers for the
adoption of its program, and must
therefore be known to the workers
as an organized movement with a
definite program, drawing in mem-
bers on the basis of it.

It must, in the third place, fight
for the union to adopt its progmm *
it must convince the workers of the
soundness of it and see to it that
it is carried through. Such a pro-
gram must include as goals:

a) The 30-hour week.

b) Establishment of a maxi-
mum machine load.

¢) Establishment of minimum
wages on-a graduated scale.

d) Industrial organization of
the union, as well as the spread-
ing and strengthening of it.

e) Autonomy of the American
Federation of Silk Workers as a
distinct Department of the U.T.W.

f) Local autonomy in the as-
signment of organizers.

g) Seniority right in the mills.

These points must be included in
he minimum program. The work-
ers have already in the majority of
instances come to realize the nec-
essity of securing these demands
both internally and in their rela-
ions with the manufacturers; they
are the first task of the national
eft wing movement.

Curtain Drops on W ork Relief
Farce; Wages Will Drop Soon

The curtain falls, The primea
donna, la grinning Roosevelt, takes
a bow, holding hands with the sec-
ond lead, Russell, and the ingenue,
Wagner. The farce is ended, amid
loud applause from the industrial
orchestra seats and boos from the
labor gallery.

The farce that Roosevelt and the
Senate have been playing these last
few weeks, titled “The Work-Relief
Bill, or the Road to Lower Wages”,
is played out. Roosevelt has made
another hit. (But this time the gal-
leryv did boo; the prima donna’s
popularity is on the wane.)

No one except the most naive
ever expected Senator McCarran’s
“prevailing wage” amendment to
the $4,800,000,000 work-relief bill to
win. Roosevelt’s “defeat” several
weeks ago, when the McCarran
amendment was added to the bill
by a vote of 44-43, was part of the
play. Since it was well-known that
Roosevelt would veto the bill with
this amendment, those Senators
who wanted to slap the President
on the wrist had a safe way to do
it. That the bill would finally pass
with Roosevelt’s ‘“security wage'’—
which means $30 a month—was
clear all the time.

Senator Russell, with Roosevelt’s
approval, wrote the “compromise’”.

It was a heads-yvou-lose-tails-I-win
compromise, giving the President
power to control work-relief wages
within his “diseretion”, with the
provifo only that prevailing wages
must be paid in the construction f
federal buildings.

Senator Wagner, the ingenue lib-
eral, friend of Roosevelt, who sup-
potred the McCarran amendment,
paved the way for acceptance of
the Russell proposal when he an-
nounced a change in his position.
The final vote of defeat for the
McCarran amendment was 50 to 38.

Huey Long, who had been raging
like a lion in opposition to the pre-
vailing wage provision, lay down
like a lamb when the test came and
let the Russell claunse go through
without a murmur.

BOSTON BRANCH ACTIVITIES

George Novack of New York,
chairman of the Provisional Organ-
izing Committee of the Non-Parti-
san Labor Defense, will speak in
Boston under the auspices of the
local Sacramento Defense Commit-
tee, on Friday, March 29, at Gilbert
H: 11, Tremont Temple. Novack's
subject will be “Labor's Fight
Against Terrorism”, and he will
cover the Sacramento, Fargo and
Arkansas sitnations.

.
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WEDNHSDAY, MARCH 27, at 8 P. M.

Franklin Manor, 836 Franklin Avenue, Brooklyn
(near Eastern Parkway)

Discussion

Wages Lag
Profits Soar
Since 1849

A.F.ofL.FiguresCondemn
Own Policy as False
At Best

Workers need no figures to tell
them that they are constantly pro-
ducing more goods and more pro-
fits for every dollar they are paid—
that their wage slavery is becoming
more severe all the time. But fig-
ures published in the March issue
of the American Federationist, the
meagazine of the A. F. of L., vividly
jllustrate the meaning of the speed-
up in dollars and cents, in wages
and profits.

Between 1849 and 1933, the value
of manufactured products per dol-
lar paid in wages increased from
$4.30 to $5.99. A slight decrease,
from $6.06 in 1929 to $5.99 in 1933,
may be credited to the NRA; but
recent reports, government figures
themselves show clearly that when
1934 is checked, the workers will
find that “efficiency” has re-estab-
lished itself—and that efficiency is
another word for increasing ex-
ploitation of workers.

The percentages are telling: In
1849, wages formed 23.2 percent
of the total value of goods pro-
duced; in 1919, 16.9 percent; in
1933, 16.7 percent,

Stated in another form, as wages
versus profits and overhead, the

figures show that of value added
by manufacture (minus cost of raw
materials), in 1849, 51 per cent
went for wages and 49 for over-
head and profits; in 1919, the ratio
was 42.2 percent to 57.8 percent; in
1919, 86.4 to 63.6; in 1933, 30.8 to
69.2. It is significant that even be-
tween 1929 and 1933, when the val-
ue produced per dollar of wages
decreased slightly, the ratio of pro-
fits over wages continued upward.

WHAT TO ATTEND

(Party Branch notices will be
published free of charge in this
column. All such notices should
be sent to “What to Attend” and
must be in the office not later
than Monday noon.)

Philadelphia, Pa,

March 24, Sunday, 8 P.M.—V. F.
Calverton, on “The Passing of the
Gods”. Auspices of Workers Edu-
cational Forum, Grand Fraternity
Building, 1626 Arch Street.

March 31, Sunday, 8 P.M.—A. J.
Muste will speak on “Coming
Struggles in Rubber, Auto and
Steel Industries”.

Every Friday evening, 9:30 to 11
P M~—Course on “Elements of Po-
litical Economy.” Instructor: M. V.
Stone, At International Workers
School, 329 Pine Street (3rd floor).

Every Friday 8 to 9:30 P.M.—
“History of Labor International-
ism”. Instructor: B. Morgenstern.
International Workers School, 329
Pine Street.

New York City

March 23, Saturday evening--So-
ci.l and Dance, by Spartacus Youth
League and Harlem Branch of 'W.P.
2 West 15th Street.

March 24, Sunday 8 P.M.—James
P. Cannon on “The Class Struggle
in the West”. Irving Plaza. See ad.

March 25, Monday evening—The-
atre Party, “The Black Pit”. Civic
Repertory Theatre. Lillian Bord,
chairman. Tickets still available.

March 27, Wednesday, 8 P.M.—
Ludwig Lore on “Two Years of
Hitler”. Auspices Flatbush Branch
of Workers Party, Franklin Manor,
836 Franklin Ave., Brooklyn.

March 30, Saturday evening—71'ri-
Branch Barn Dance. 2 West 15th
St. Games and dancing.

March 31, Sundey, 11 A.M. Picnic
and Gaies. Spartacus Youth
League. See ad in this issue.

April 13, Saturday evening—New
York District Chess Contest and
Spring Frolic, 2 West 15th Street.
Watch for further announcements.

Thus once more is demonstrated
the fact that all the fine talk about
spread of income has no meaning
as long as the necessity for profits,
under capitalism, robs the workers
of the benefits of their increased
productivity. Thus is shown once
more the falseness of the ‘“prosper-
ity” tbat preceded the depression:
for even while the American work-
ers’ standards of living were going
up, they never rose in proportion
to the amount of goods produced.

It is a sad commentary on the
class-collaborationist policies of the
A. F. of L., that even during the
best period of the Federation, thisx
increasing disproportion between
wages and profits, between goods
produced and the purchasing power
of tbe producers, continued. There
are lessons for the A. F. of L. bu-
reaucrats in these figures—but they
have never shown a disposition to
learn such lessons.

Not through these methods will
prosperity come. Only when goods
are produced not only by the work-
ers but also for the weorkers, when
we own the factories ourselves,
will we benefit from the efficiency
the machine can give. Only then
will we and our children begin to
live.

0 ALL BRANCHES AND
ROSPECTIVE ADVERTISERS
Please send all copy and defi-
ite order for insertion to the
usiness Manager. Ne adver-
isements will be inserted wunless
e have information as to who
ill be responsible for payment;
hereon. All copy must be inj
y Monday merning on the week
f insertion. Rates en applica-

—Business Manager

w @

Protect Yourselves Against the
Hazards of Life, Join the

WORKMEN’S SICK AND DEATH
BENEFIT FUND OF THE U.S.
1884-1935

Organized, managed by and
workers with only one purpose: to
render protection to members and
their families, and to support aH
endeavors and struggles for the
improvement of toilers.

About 50,000 members organized in
850 branches. Reserves $3,400,000.
Death benefit graded according te
age at entry. Sick Benefit pay-

for

ments from $360 to $900—to men
and women, according to classes.
Monthly assessments from 4ic to
$2.20.
For further information apply te
Main Office:
714 Seneca Ave, Breoklyn, N. Y.

Picnic and Games

at
Hunters Island
(Lex. Ave. Subway to Pelham
Bay Park)
SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 11 A.M.
Auspices: Spartacus Youth
League, 2 W. 15th St., N.Y.C.
Proceeds for National Tour
Meet at Pelham Bay Station
(downstairs) at 11 AM.
- —

V. F. Calverton

in a series of lectures

on
“AMERICAN DEMAGOGUES”
Tuesdays, at 9 P.M.

at
The Vagabonds
Sheridan Square, N. Y. C.
88 South Seventh Avenue
7th Av. Sub’y. to Sheridan 8q.
Dancing and Refreshments
Admission 40 cents

Speaker:

Arne Swabeck

National Organizer, Workers Party

Friday March 29th, 1935

WAGNER’S BEER GARDEN, 28-09 Astoria Ave.
(1% blocks below Astoria Ave. Station)

QUESTIONS

REGULAR OPEN FORUM

Europe Is Arming

What Does This Mean to America?
Is Hitler Pushing War on Russia?
Can the Working Class Preveat It?

ADMISSION FREE
Auspioces: Workers Party of the U. S, Astoria Branch

8p.m.

DISCUSSION
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Hitler Unmasks German
Rearmament

That disquieting open “secret” of
Kuropean diplomacy, the rearma-
ment of Germany contrary to the
Versailles Treaty, has finally be-
come the accomplished fact (fait
acecompli) that Hitler planned from
the start, The acquiescent attitude,
however grudging and unwilling,
revealed by the British and IFrench
governments in the rccent negotia-
tions, created for Hitler the proper
atmoesphere in which to practice
hix fascist forcign diplomacy. Hit-
ler weighed carefully the conse-
quences of outright denunciation of
the Versailles Treaty in regard to
the arms clauses at this particular
time.  No doubt he would have
preferred a less open break with
the other Western powers, even to
the extent of rejoining the ILeague
of Nations for equality of arma-
nents,

Buit the string attached to the
negotiations of his signing an Eas-
tern Locarno Iact “guaranteeing”
peace with Soviet Russia, was dia-
metrically at variance with the
avowed objective of Nuzism to ex-
pand ecastward at the expense of
the Soviet Union—at the same time
acting as the spearhead of capi-
talism to crush the workers’ state.
Hence Hitler cut the Gordian knot
—and saved the English and French
diplomats the onus of ‘“permitting”
this impetus to the speeding-up of
European arming—and decided to
call the bluft of the victors of the
last war.

The comment on this unmasking
of fascist Germany's preparations
for the coming war. particularly in
the English press, proves that Hitler
judged the situation correctly. No-
body thinks of sending troops into
Germany to enforce the terms of a
treaty that now goes by default, On
the contrary, Hitler meets with
distinet encouragement from the re-
actionaries who draw the same
sharp distingtion between a Locar-
no for the West and an Kastern
Locarno. Thus the situation be-
comes ever more ominous for the
Soviet Union.

* * *
Stalinism in France

Internally and externally Stalin-
ism pursues the politics of the

" MARCH OF EVENTS |

By JACK WEBER

“lesser evil”; that is to say, the
politics of meeting reaction half
way. Iliven before Hitler's casting
off of all bounds that prevented
the formation of a conscript army
to be hurled against the Soviet
Union, Soviet diplomacy strained
every nerve to achieve a military
alliance with France to maintain
the status quo. French capitalism
entered conditionally into this al-
liance as a guarantee against its
external foe, German capitalism,
and also its internal foe, the French
proletariat. The C. P. of France
is thus used to uphold the Flandin
government as the ‘“lesser ovil™ to
fascism. The I'rench fascists would
instantly break off friendly rem-
tions with Soviet Russia.

The Stalinists posce the struggle
basis to maintain bourgeois demo-
cracy. In this popular front—in-
tended to diffuse and weaken the
too dangerous united front of the
proletarian forces leading the mass-
es—the Stalinists include the bour-
geois radical and radical socialist
parties in direct alliance with Flan-
din. The truce government of this
shrewd politician meantime pur-
sues a policy, copicd from Roose-
velt, of constant promises to and
just as constant betrayals of the
workers. So flagrant have become
the extreme right policies of the
Stalinists that the left centrist cur-
rent in the SFIO (Frenuch Socialist
Party) have begun to sharply cri-
ticize them from the left. 'The
Trotskyist fraction in the SFIO are
beginning to gain ground and to
exert some influence, tending to
clarify issues for the militant so-
cialists. In this process the Trot-
skyists come into greater and
greater conflict not only with the
right wing of the S.P. but with the
Stalinist bureaucracy.

£ * *
Danger of a French Amalgam

There can be no clearer explana-
tion for the denunciation heaped
on the Trotskyists as police agents
by the Stalinists. Where the for-
mer call openly, in view of the
dangerous situation in France, for
the arming of the working class to
combat and disarm fascist forces,
the Stalinists lead the socialists in-
to the trap of calling on the Flan-
din government to disarm the fas-
cist bands.

S. Y. L. Looks

to the Future

Of the American Revolution

By REVA CRANE

Today the S8.Y.I. is the youth
section of the W.P. and endorses
its political program. It has con-
solidated its forces and is now in a
position to challenge the existing
vouth organizations for the leader-
ship of the toiling and student
vouth of the United States. In
addition, it has connections with
youth organizations of other coun-
iries through its affiliation to the
International Bureau of Revolution-
ary Youth Organizations for the
formation of the new revolutionary
youtk international.

Only under the leadership and
guidance of a revolutionary party
can the youth organization fulfill
its tasks and serve as a true rally-
ing center of exploited youth.
T.acking such a party, the youth or-
ganization must fall under the in-
fluence and control of non-revolu-
tionary and anti-working class or-
ganizations.

Today, however, there exists a
party which is capable of leading
the revolutionary youth, of guiding
it politically and aiding it organ-
izationally. There is every oppor-
tunity for the Spartacus Youth
League to grow and develop and to
fulfill the tasks of a youth organ-
ization. Its membership will be-
come two, three—even tfen times
that of the Party. From its ranks
will come trained revolutionists for
the Workers Party. In the coming
struggles, the S.Y.I.. will be at the
side of the W.P., leading the Amer-
ican working class and the youth.
1t will show that the theoretical
conception of a fighting, militant
vouth organization has been turned
into a reality.

The Workers Party has a great
responsibility with regard to the
youth movement. There is no other
force in the country which can
create @ movement that will keep
the youth from falling victim to
fascist demagogy and militaristic
jingoism.

In the ranks of the W. P. are
many comrades who were the foun-
ders of the early revolutionary
youth movement after the war.
Many of them played leading parts
in the life of the Y.C.L. and these
comrades can be of invaluable as-
sistance in guiding the S.Y.L. In
those cities where S.Y.L. branches
do not exist, it is the duty of these
comrades to aid in the establish-
ment of such branches and to give
both political and organizational
guidance to the young comrades of
the 8.Y.L. It is the duty of Party
comrades to study and understand
the needs of the youth organization
and to participate in the solution
of the problems which confront the
League. The joint work of the
fwo organizations depends to a
great extent on the relationships
existing between them. Consclous
atterapts must be made to have the

Spartacus Youth League function
as an independent youth organiza-
tion which is politically subordinate
to the Workers Party. By exchange
of representatives on committees, by
a careful survey of the needs of
the 8.Y.L., by an active interest in
its life, the Workers Party will
demonstrate that it can build and
lead the Spartacus Youth League
and that it defends the immediate
and ultimate interests of the work-
ing class youth.

Class Struggle
In the S. P.

(Continued from Page 1)

and Adrian Gambet demanded:

(1) That the YPSL rescind its
statement on the New Leader even
though passed unanimously by the
YPSL Executive and approved by
an overwhelming majority of the
Central Committee. (2)That the
YPSL call off the pending elections,
which are being held subject to the
approval of the Party NEC. (3)
That Harold Draper be expelled
from the YPSI in spite of the fact
that the matter is now before the
Party NEC. (4)That the YPSL
comply with these demands by
March 25 under the penalty of ‘re-
organization.’ In the interum the
subcommittee was to have full
power to act. The subcommittee
acted.

“That same nite the YPSL Exe-
cutive rejected the demands. The
Party subcommittee went into im-
mediate session. On inquiry, from
official  representatives of the
Teague, Bela Low and Adrien
Gambet indicated that no action
would be taken that night, Low stat-
ing that a decigion would be reached
the next day.” The Yipsel office
was then closed. Later a young
Socialist who walked into the office
while the Old Guard henchmen
were there, was beaten up.

The National Yipsel office has
empowered the YPSL City Execut-
ive Committe to go ahead with its
work. A special subcommittee has
been appointed to help it. The en-
tire matter will go before the Nat-
ional Committee meeting of the Soc-
ialist Party to be held in Buffalo
this week end. The N.Y. “Mili-
t nts” are supporting the Y.P.S.L.
Meanwhile several N.Y. Socialist
party locals have adopted resolu-
tions calling upon the N.C. to re-
organize the New York State organ-
ization. The National Committee
of the S.P. has already notified the
N.Y. State Executive Committee
that it should show cause why the
State organization should not be
reorganized.

Why

By A. J. MUSTE
Fellow-Worker :

My last letter pointed out that
we workers cannot obtain plenty
and security, deliverance from mis-
ery and war, by trying to reform
the capitalist cconomic system. We
have to abolish it. And we cannot
abolish it except by the revolution-
ary method. The capitalists are not
going to retire gracefully and with-
out o struggle from the scene!

In your answer you said that the
workers in your shop kicked about
a lot of things like wages and the
way they are being speeded up and
the high cost of food, but that they
did not read any serious papers or
books and were against any “radi-
¢al theories” You added that al-
though they growled a lot they did
not show much fight and that you
did not think they would ever be
ready to “make ‘a revolution”.

If by this you mean that you do
not have any hope that the masses
of the workers will become stu-
dents of economics and Zovernment,
will understand and accept the
theories get forth in Marx’s Capi-
tal, and as a result of intellectual
reflection will determine to over-
throw capitalism, you are perfectly
right. That is not the way things
happen in history.

You know how it is when a strike
occurs in your mill. It does not
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happen primarily because the work-
ers have been reading statistics of
what is happening in the industry,
or because in general they have be-
come radical in their thinking. It
comes because of grievances about
things in which they are directly
concerned, the way in which a fore-
man treats them, a wage cut, an
attempt of the Loss to squeeze more
work out of then. Such grievances
pile up. DPreseutly workers who
have had a meek attitude and still
regard themselves as thoroughly
i sonservative, strike and fight. In the
‘strike they learn a great deal about
'the economic system, the banks, the
role of the government. Many a
worker has become class-conscious
and been started on his way to a
life of activity in the labor and rev-
olutionary movement in this way.
WHAT THE MASSES
FIGHT FOR

'The masses may be said always
to fight for direct and simple things,
for the right to ‘exist, for a better
lite. When the great Bolshevik
revolution broke out in Russia in
1917, they were not moved by a
conscious determination to build “a
new social order” and a clear pic-
ture of what kind of an order it
would be. The slogans in the fight

were DPeace, Bread, Land. The

whole cconomic and political ma-
chinery of the Czarist regime was
broken up, was ceasing to function
altogether. The soldiers wanted to
(quit the army where they were he-
ing slaughtered like cattle. The
masges in the cities wanted to eat.
The peasants  wanted the land
which was in the possession of the
big land-owners.

The time had eome when in
order to exist, in order to prevent
complete ruin, the masses had to
carry on their fight, ever more
hroadly and intensely, and at
last against the economic system
which served to maintain that
economy. Thus, under the lead-
ership of the revolutionary party,
the masses carried through the
revolution to overtlirow capital-
ism and establish the workers’
state.

All the details as to how the job
was done in Russia, or how it may
be carried through here where, of
course, the conditions are not ex-
actly the same, we nced not go
into here. But we can see before
our own eyes how things may shape
up. We recall how last year in
Toledo, Minneapolis, San Irancis-
co, and plenty of other places, tens
of thousands came out on the
streets and picketed in support of

strikes which in many cases in-
volved directly only a small num-
ber. ‘When a “general strike” oc-
curs, even on a restricted scale,
who dccides whether milk shall be
delivered to children or the light
and power kept on in the hospitals?

The mayor, the city council, etc.
have become powerless. The instru-
ments of capitalist government can-
not function. The workers’ Strike
Committee, or in some cases where
food is involved a farmers' Strike
Committee, decides such things. You
have them taking over some of the
functions of government. Thus we
can see the possibility of Workers
Councils emerging, the instruments
with which workers carry on the
fight and «also the instruments
through which the government of
the workers functions after they
have taken power. The Russian
name for councils is Soviets. That
is why we often speak of the work-
ors’ state as Soviet power.

Thus the picture unfolds. The
capitalist system, though the devel-
opment of productive forces makes
pienty possible, cannot function ef-
fectively any more. It presses the
standard of living of the masses
ever lower. The capitalist state
also begins to break down. The
workers, in order to exist, have to
fight on a broader and broader
front. Presently they have to over-

Crimina
By NORMAN MINI
One of the Sacramento Defendants

On the orders of the Associated
Farmers and the Industrial Asso-
ciation, the State of California
charges me with being a eriminal
syndicalist. T am not guilty. 1 am
guilty of helping to organize the
working people of the Sacramento
and San Joaquin valleys into a
union to fight for higher wages and
improved living conditions. TFor
that “crime” I may have to go to
San Quentin for forty-two years. I
am ready to go if I must; I main-
tain my right the right of all
workers, to organize labor unions,
and 1 will not be terrorized into
abandoning that right.

On the orders of the Communist
Party, all my fellow-defendants ex-
cept Jack Warnick charge me with
being a renegade and a stool-pigeon.
1 am nof guilty. 1 am guilty of dis-
agreeing with the Communist
Party, of being a member of the
Workers Party of the United
States. Tor that “crime”, my de-
fense is being cut to pieces by the
Communist Party. Again, 1 am
ready to suffer the consequences;
I maintain my right, the right of
all workers, to disagree with the
Communist Party, and I will not be

terrorized into abandoning thet
right.
The statement in the official

Communist Party Daily ‘Worker and
Western Worker of March 7, bear-
ing the names of my fellow defend-
ants (except Warnick), was dic-
tated -by Sam Darcy, District Or-
ganizer of the C. P. . ..

Hoping . . . to distract people’s
attention from the C. P.’s record of
ecriminal mismanagement and
wrecking in the Sacramento case,
the Darcy machine broadcasts the
yarn that the prosecution, which is
trying to railroad me to San Quen-
tin, has my cooperation!

It 1 “sold out”, if 1 am a rene-
gade, why do I still stand in the
shadow of the penitentiary?

This question can’t be answered.
nor does the C. P. try to. That fact
alone shows the falseness of its
charges.

Had it not been for the C. ., all
we defendants might today enjoy
the active support of a great mass
movement of labor. As it is, the
whole policy of the C. P., lacludhig
its malicious attacks on me, is
jeopardizing us all increasingly. In
the interests of an effective, mili-
tant, honest. defense fight, I am go-
ing to answer these attacks and
call on all working people and
triends of labor to rally to my
cause, which is the cause of the
whole working class.

The MecAllister Interview

When arrested last August, I
gave the prosecutor an interview.
To talk to a prosecutor may be an
even greater blunder than to let
police get hold of letters from pro-
minent sympathizers. . . .

Darcy’s indictment charges that
my interview helped the prosecu-
tion. It fails to specify how, be-
cause the truth is it did not help
the prosecution. That is why, after
McAllister read it to the jury, sev-
eral signers of the Darcy indict-
ment declared the famous interview
to be “a flop”.

In the interview 1 stated only
such facts as were common know-
ledge (for example, Hougardy’s
connection with the C. P.), or as
I considered it shameful to hide.

I also expounded my Marxist be-
lief in the necessity for a social
revolution in which the vast popu-
lar majority, led by the working
clasg, will use every necessary
means to overcome the violent re-
sistance to be expected from the
exploiting minority now in power.

I did not then know that the
C. P. wanted to keep two sets of
books, to talk one way outside and
another way inside court. . . .

I thought it shameful to try to
hide my opinions. My fight is for

| Syndicalist or Renegade ?

From a Statement of Norman Miniln Repl)
To the Slanders of the Stalinist Press

the legality of workers to organize
into laber unions, and also for the
legality of all workers’ political
parties to hold and advocate their
views. To make such a fight, the
views involved must be expressed
and defended, not hidden or dis-
guised. I stood by my views and
still do.

The Darcy indictment lies in say-
ing 1 kept the interview secret until
MceAllister produced it in court. It
was reported in the Sacramento
press in August, and the other de-
rendants and I discussed it in jail.

When I gave the interview, I had
been in the C. P. not a few months,
as the Darcy indictment says, but
almost two years., Far from asso-
ciating with the Workers Party
then, I had never seen a member of
it.

The C. . did not “expell” me for
giving the interview. It “expelled”
me months later—after I had quit
it and joined the Workers Party.
Then Darcy decided retroactively
that I had been a renegade!

The Darcy indictment charges
that 1 gave the interview out of
“tear of a beating, hope of leniency

or sheer vengeance”. . . . All the
defendants had to ‘forget” that,
|after the interview was read on

IFebruary 7 but before Darcy had
time to give them orders, they un-
animously chose Mike Quinn to
draft for them a declaration refut-
ing the prosecution’s claim that my
interview was a ‘“‘confession”. Pat
Chambers has to “forget” that he
signed the following statement af-
ter the interview had been read:

“Not only has Mini made no
such offer (to turn State’s evi-
dence, as reported by the lying
Hearst press) and no such con-
fession, but he has repeatedly re-
fused McAllister’s offers of im-
munity in return for turming
State’s evidence.”

Another Prisoner Speaks

The whole question has been set-
tled by our fellow-defendant, Jack
Warnick, whom Dearcy has not yet
dared to call a stool-pigeon, and
who has had the courage to defy
Tarcy and write;

“The characterization by the
Western Worker that Mini is a
‘cowardly, treacherous stool-pig-
eon’ must be condemned as an at-
tempt to fame the boy, and ruin
his reputation for the rest of his
life. . . .

The Parcy indictment also at-
tacks my testimony given on the
witness stand in my own behalf.
The Western Worker of February
18 had this to say about the capi-
talist press reports of my testimony :

“Newspapers reported the last
two days’ sessions by completely
lying about the Trotskyites’ testi-
mony. Reports that Mini confes-
sed a plan for violent seizure of
power in event of war are based
on distortions of his testimomy.
Quotations alleged to have been
made by him are entire falsifica-
tions.. Immediately following yes-
terday’s session, newspaper re-
porters held a consultation with
G. H. Parker, publicity director
for the Associated Farmers, and
he dictated the distortions they
should publish.”

At that time the Western Worker
admitted that my testimony made
McAllister “squirm”. Todey the
Darcy indictment contains the same
distortions as G. H. Parker dic-
tated! The purpose of the distor-
tions is to make it seem that I made
‘“fantastic”, wild, criminal state-
ments on the stand. While it is true
that I neither concealed nor hedged
as Darcy did, I sald nothing fan-
tastic or criminal. I explained my
ideas without concealment, and
that is what made McAllister

squirm. That is why, when I fin-

ished, my fellow-defendants con-
eratulated me. . . .
The Darcy indictment also

charges me with aiding the prose-
cution through the policy of my at-
torney, Albert Goldman, the Chica-
go Socialist who was for years the
1.I.D.s leading attorney in that
city. It falsely states that Goldman
“has done nothing to aid our de-
fense”. To sign their names to this
charge, Decker and Chambers must
“forget” the hours they spent with
yoldman getting counsel. The Dar-
cy indictment states that Goldman
has sided with the prosecuftor in
attacking Gallagher. This is untrue.
When Gallagher for the third
time squabbled with a juror and
declarved in front of the jury (see
Western Worker, February 7): “I
am not talking for the jury: I am
talking fo the people in the court-
room,” Goldman publicly expressed
hix disagreement with these tactics.
After all, it is the jury which
renders the verdict, and it is good
that they should - know that some-
body in the court besides the prose-
cution is concerned with what they
think. The “masses” in the court-
room’s 112 seats (half of them
empty lately) won’t affect the ver-
dict. That is why Goldman—first
privately, finally publicly—as well
as some defendants and their
friends (always privately and
therefore futilely) tried to get Gal-
lagher to behave like a militant
labor attorney instead of like a
soap-boxer who can’t see his audi-
ence for the blood in his eye. . ..
The “United Front”

The Darcy indictment accuses
the Workers Party of disrupting a
“united front”. Now, from July
antil January the C. P. avoided the
building of a united front Sacra-
mento defense, and disciplined party
members who advocated one. It
was forced into one by the Non-
Partisan Labor Defense (the N.P.
L..DD.) which is defending me. Be-
fore the united front committee
could take any public action, the
(. I. introduced (on orders from
New York) policies which neces-
sarily drove out the N.P.L.D., the
Wourkers Party, the Socialist Party,
the American Civil Liberties Union
—everybody who rejects the autho-
rity of the C. T

Consequently the defense is split
today. “The growing working
class movement” which the Darcy
indictment says I slander is power-
less to impress prosecutor, court or
jury because in reality it is merely
the C. P., its phony affiliates and a
handful of liberal innocents who
represent nothing and nobody. And
the movement my defenders are
tryving to build is knifed by the
C. P!, ..

Who Bailed Out Decker?

The charge that the N.P.L.D. has
done nothing for the defense is just
another of Darcy’s lies. His indict-
ment Says:

“One of the most vicious lies
created and spread by Goldman
and the Trotskyites is that the
I. L. D. did not bail out Caroline
Decker and Pat Chambers . . .
hecause they were not supposed
to he in agreement with the Party
line. . . . We were in agreement.”
I shall answer this by quoting a
document never before published, a
letter written by Caroline Decker
to a member of the Workers Party
on December 18. I have had the
original since December: when
Caroline Decker calls me a stool-
pigeon and pours filth on the N.P.
I.D., to whose bail she owes her
freedom today, I do not hesitate to
answer her with her own words:

“Im convinced now that the
District Committee has deflnite
reasons for not getting me out.
Elaine’s (E. Black, L. L. D. organ-
izer) escape on the matter by say-

ing bail must first be raised for
Nora and Loraine, I think is just
that—an escape. We long ago
agreed that Nora should be get-
ting out. The fact remains, how-
ever, that no one is being bailed
out.

“] do not want to take issue
with you now on the C. and AW,
1.U. (the union). I'm not prepared
to say that the criminal neglect
of the union by the District Com-
mittee was ‘opposition’. . . . Elaine
says it’s not important for us to
be out. I’'m definitely resigned to
that now. . . So you see—here I
am—in jail — ostracized by my
own Party . .. feeling myself that
the Party is not sufficiently uti-
lizing the case . ..”

“There are only the bars to
bat against—the gray walls fto
question and a stone wall as far
as my letters of inquiry to the
District Committee are con-
cerned.”

Decker got out on bail because
she applied to the N.P.L.D. for bail
and, as she knows, because the N.
’.I.D. took her out despite the in-
structions of the C. P. to her and
all defendants to accept no ‘“‘coun-
ter-revolutionary bail”, as Black
called it. Decker’s letter proves
this when it says with reference to
N.P.I.1). bail money:

“Gallagher received a letter
from Gordon denying permission
to accept the bail.”

And Decker has repeatedly said
that the action of the N.P.I.D.
alone compelled the LL.D. to sud-
denly produce a wad of bail and
take out the other prisoners whom
they had  kept in jail for six
wretched months!

Who Hurts the Defense?

No, I am neither a criminal syn-
dicalist nor a stool-pigeon. I am
as innocent of the charges in the
Darcy indictment as I am of those
in the State’s indictment. 1 am
simply a worker who helped organ-
ize @ union, who believes that the
workers’ rule alone can save human
society from increasing misery, op-
pression, war and decay, and who
does not take orders from the Com-
munist Party.

HOOEY

What is this? Strip poker?

Originally Huey Long wasn't go-
ing to allow anybody to have more
than a million dollars. In his reply
to General Johuson he raised the
ante by setting the upper limit at
four million dollars. Last week in
a speech in Philadelphia ITooey in-
creased the limit still further, to
nine million dollars. If someone
doesn’t call pretty soon Long will
add on a few more million just so
as not to keep Henry Ford and
Andy Mellon fromn playing.

NOT THIS TIME

Headline: “Cuba Will Seize All
Property of Labor Unions.”

This is one time when financial
and sugar interests won’t demand
American intervention to safeguard
property rights.-——From N. Y. Post.
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throw the state wand abolish the
capitalist economic system altoge-
ther. Then they establish the Work-
ers’ State which functions through
new governmental instruments and
disbands or destroys the old agen-
cies and forms of the capitalists’
military forces, etc. Then and mot
until then, under the workers’ state,
the masses can use the productive
forcex Lo provide plenty and secur-
ity.

HOW ARE STRIKES

CAUSED?

At this poiut, another important
factor must be cmphasized.  You
know that agitators and radicals do
not cause strikes, as the kept press
tries to make out. You have had
plenty of experience of how at cer-
tain times no amount of agitation
san cause the slightest stir among
the workers, Rotten counditions
cause the workers to revolt, parti-
cularly when they sce a chance of
doing something about them. But
you know alxo that when last year
the unrest increased in your mill,
it was vou and the other fellows I
have been writing to who got to-
gether, talked things over, called a
mecting at Bill Roberts’ house, got
a lot of workers to sign cards that
they would join a union if and when
half the mill was signed up, later
called a mass meeting, set up the
union, sent for a charter from the
international, ete. You fellows and
a few others are the officers of the
union, you serve on the department
committees, you were ou the strike
committee.

In other words, there was a lead-
ership. 1t consisted of the men who
had read and studied some, who
knew more out the labor move-
ment than the general run of the
workers, who could organize, who
had courage and fighting qualities,
who could look ahead and plan.
Besides, you acted as a group, ra-
ther than as individuals. Thé time
before when the workers wanted to
do something, but everything was
Yed by this fellow Jackson, a good
fellow in many ways put erratic
and a free-lance, everything went
wrong. The same conception holds
good for the entire revolutionary
struggle of the working class.

THE REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY

That is why we say that the

basic instrument of the workel:s

in the revolutionary struggle is
the revolutionary party.

The working class as a whole is
not homogeneous. It is divided by
many interests. Many sections are
backward. It cannot, as a class,
directly plan and guide its battles.
Just as you found in your mill, a
staff, a vanguard is necessary. I_t
there is none, ov if its basic poli-
cies are wrong, only confusion, de-
feat and disaster can result for the
workers. As our Declaration of
Principles puts it, “this is the revo-
lutionary party. It embraces the
most advanced, the most militant,
the most devoted workers, unites
them firmly on the pbasis of tested
principles, and welds them together
jn rigorous discipline”.

The party does not impose its
1eadership on th'e masses. It wins
their confidence and support by its
devotion to the interests of the
masses, its courage, the correctness
of its policies. Dven immediate
struggles are carried forward effe‘c-
tively only where ¢uch leadership
plays an important, if not a leading,
role.

When, and only when the revolu-
tionary party, as the crisis deepens
and conditions ripen, gains the
support of the majority in the
Workers' Couneils, o rwhatever the
mass struggle organizations of the
workers may be called, establishes
its leadership, can the revolution-
ary struggle of the workers be car-
ried to a victorious conclusion.

That is why it is so important
that vyou and workers like you
should join the wW.P—why on the
one hand you should contribute
your strength, energy and intelli-
gence to it and on the other hand
receive from membership in the
revolutionary party the training,
discipline, comradeship and enthu-
siasm which can come in no other
way, and without which we cannot
accomplish the colossal and urgent
task before the Party, pefore the
working class here in the U. 8. and
throughout the world!

(A Fourth and final letter will
be published in next week’s issue
of the New Militant.)
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Who gives William Green the authority to put a
“labor” stamp of approval upon this demagogue?

And in doing that to hide the most important facts,

record?

The Communist

practically all the important facts, about hig labor

Once again, and in the most outrageous fashion,
Green plays the role of a misleader of labor.

0—0—0—0

Friends of Labor

HE A. F. of L. has long pursued the policy of
playing up liberal politicians of the old parties.

Party with its new “labor” party

line is beginning to do the same thing.

The other day a few of these politicians gave an

exhibition of how they can be counted on in the
pinch to sabotage even the most elementary of labor’s
proposals. Wagner, author of the new labor relations

bill purporting to outlaw company unions and on

No. 14

We Accuse William Green

UI’ON the request of Hooey Long, William Green,
A. F. of L. president, sent a letter to the N. Y.
Evening Post in which he says that Long's “legisla-
tive record upon legislation sponsored and supported
by labor” is “thus far 100 percent favorable to labor”
That is ALL Green says in his letter to the Post.
Not a word about the Lane Cotton Mill workers in
Louisiana where Long's word is law, kept in a state
of peonage, their strike smashed by the state’s forces.
Not a word about the Longshoremen’s strike last
year smashed by the militia in the state where Long’s

word is law,

Not a word about the utter backwardness of Louis-
iana in such matters as old age pension legislation,
unemployment insurance, child labor.

Not a word about the way in which Long is skill-

fully trying to make the workers

Share The Wealth Clubs and Long For President
movement are the road to salvation.

Not a word about the fact that a mere vote for an
A. F. of L. bill under circumstances where it means
nothing is enough to get a credit on the A. F. of L.

legislative committee’s record.

relations bill.

down?

which the A. F.
unionism in the basic industries, Bob La Follette,
white hope of many third partyites, Black, author of
the 30-hour bill,
Senate and thus helped to defeat the McCarran pre-
vailing wage amendment to the Public Works Bill!

To the last, the A. F. of L. leaders plead for the
amendment. They should now, logically, be attacking
Wagner, La Follette and Black as betrayers of labor.
They are doing nothing of the sort, because they
have nobody but these same men to depend upon for
support of the 30-hour bill and the Wagner labor

of L. today bases all its hopes for

switched their votes in the U. S.

And what assurance have the A. F. of L. leaders
that these men in the pinch will not again back
The answer is: Not only is there no assur-

ance that they will not back down; it is certain that

believe that his

build their own

they will on anything that really matters.
ism is no longer in a position to give substantial
concessions to the workers.
good intentions and noble emotions, will simply serve
as smoke-screens for the insistent drive against the
standards of the masses.

The worker must build their own political party;
but not a reformist “labor” party which also cannot
play a progressive role today. The workers must

Capital-

Liberals, for all their

revolutionary party for the over-

throw of capitalism.

Currency Inflation War of Today Leads
Inevitably to Military War of Tomorrow

NEW YORK.—The world money
war is on—in full-force.

While rapidly grooming their
armed forces for the great conflict
they know is coming, the world
powers are fighting another semi-
secret war in the money capitals
of the world. They have not yet
called into action their armies, nav-
ies and air forces, but they have put
their money experts on the battle-
field. In Washington, New York,
London, Paris and Tokyo the bat-

Monroe Clears
Up Press
Lie
A recent issue of the New Mili-
tant reported that Lillian Monroe,
former C. P. section organized, had
joined the W. P. recently. The
Fresno, Calif., Bee printed a garb-
led statement regarding Comrade
Monroe’s attitude toward Commu-
nism and the Communist Party.
That our readers may know her
exact position, we are printing here

her letter to the editor of the Fres-
no Bee.

* * %

Fresno, California
March 10, 1935
Editor, Fresno Bee
Fresno, California
Mr. Editor:

The article you publish about me
in your Sunday’s issue, March 10,
is distorted and incorrect. I ask
that you publish this letter in cor-
rection.

Firstly, and let’s make this clear,
I denounce the bankrupt official
Communist Party of America and
the Third International as a whole
as misleaders of the working class.
This does not mean however, v.s you
gistort it, that I denounce Commun-
1sSm. The corrupt Communist Party
has discredited and blackened the
doctrine of Communism as advo-
cated and practiced by Marx and
Lenin. While I condemmn and de-
nounce the Communist Party as
misleaders you must get this
straight: I am in wholehearted
agreement with Marxian-Leninist
communism.

Secondly, your article is domi-
nated by an overtone to the effect
that I am finished with the class
struggle. This is absolutely not so.
Always shall I be sincerely devoted
to the struggles of the working
class in our fight for betterment
and final emancipation from wage
slavery and the profit system.

] I am applying for membership
into the Workers Party of the
United States and I now advocate
the necessity of a new, a Fourth
International, as advocated by Leon
Trotsky. I am convinced that the
program of the Workers Party will
lead the American working class to
victory.
Sincerely,
(Signed) LILLIAN MONROE.

tle is being fought out, gaining in-
tensity every month,

Although much of the battle is
fought behind closeq doors and the
actual maneuvers are kept secret,
ocasional incidents and trends re-
veal the way it is going. The sud-
den decline in the value of the
British pound from over $5 to
around $4.75 immlediately after the
U. S. Supreme Court gold decision
is such an indicator. Another is
the flood of rumors in Wall Street
that the Rosoevelt administration
will in the not-too-distant future
further devalue the currency of
this country, perhaps to 50c¢, per-
haps lower.

Stabilization Funds

The use of gigantic stabilization
funds helps the governments to
jockey their currencies into posi-
tions they desire. The British gov-
ernment has such a fund, estimated
to be above a billion dollars. The
United States’ fund, since devalua-
tion of gold, probably amounts to
at least two Dbillions.

The governments can and do use
these funds in speculation. They
can help to push a currency up in
value, or down, by their buying or
selling of other currencies. Each
nation’s aim is, of course, to get
into a position where its large cor-
porations can gell their products as
cheaply as possible to buyers in
other countries.

The fall of the British pound fol-
lowed the United States gold deci-
sion and the announcement in Eng-
land that their depression was still
severe, previous optimistic reports
notwithstanding. A flight of capi-
tal from the pound resulted, and the
stabilization fund was not called
into play—the British government,
in other words, assenting to the
currency’s drop in value. With that
drop Britain gained a favorable
position in the battle for foreign
markets which it had not had since
the United States abandoned the

Birth Control

Many congressmen in Washington
are very much worried at a bill
before the House to legalize the
spreading of birth control informa-
tion. They really should not be so
frightened. Not even an act of
Congress could make the law re-
troactive—to apply to the congress-
men’s parents.

go'd standard in 1933. At that
time the price of the pound was as
low as $3.50.

The low price of the pound, and
the even lower price of the Japan-
ese ven, which has been depreciated
to an extremely great degree, has
had its effect on American mark-
ets. Reports from South America
and the Far East indicate that Am-
erican trade is falling off very rap-
idly. They indicate, too, that Am-
erican industrialists will soon pull
the strings that will devalue the
American dollar even farther. And
after that has been done once or
twice another method of retaining
markets or of gaining new ones will
probably be tried.

That method is war.

N. U. L. Blasts

Roosevelt

(Continued from Page 1)

less than $10 a week plus $3 for
each dependent.

Administered by Workers and
Farmers

Administration of the insurance
is to be by workers and farmers
under rules prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Labor, through unemploy-
ment insurance commissions com-
tions,

Like the 30-hour week provisions,
the unemployment insurance section
covers all types of workers and
farmers. It further specifies that
workers shall not be disqualified
from receiving insurance because
of refusal to work in place of
strikers, at less than normal or
trade union rates, under unsafe or
unsanitary conditions, or where
hours are longer than the prevail-
ing union standards, or at any un-
reasonable distance from home.

Pending establishment of the in-
surance system, provision is made
for an appropriation of five billion
dollars for cash relief for all un-
employed at the rate of not less
than $10 per week with $3 addi-
tional for each dependent.
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Good Work Franklin

By Jim Karl

AF of L Leaders Hope for New Gov’t. Sell Out

WASHINGTON.—“A bhill to cre-
ate confidence in law, on the part
of American workers”. That is
how Pres. John P. ¥Frey of the
Metal Trades Dept.. A. F. of L., de-
seribed the Wagner bill to streng-
then the National Liabor Relations
Board, when he testified before the
Senate education and labor com-
mittee March 19.

Pres. John L. Lewis of the United
Mine Workers also stressed repeat-
edly the idea of confidence in the
government. He asked particularly
that the proposed strong National
Lahor Relations Board be made
part of the U. S. Dept. of Labor, in
which he declared labor has ‘“‘par-
ticular pride” (He means the A.
F. of L. bureaucrats.—Ed.)

“Tabor has confidence in the
Dept. of Labor,” Lewis said. “La-
bor has confidence in the Secretary
of Labor; and that goes for who-
ever becomes Secretary of Labor,
as labor believes the president of
the United States will always ap-
point someone in whom labor has
confidence.” (Bill Doak, for in-
stance). He also expressed his own
confidence in labor board appoint-
ments of “present and future pres-
idents”

Besides asking amendment of the
bill to put the board in the Labor
Dept., Lewis also advocated repre-
sentation of of trade unions and
employers on the N.L.R.B. Non-
labor members, no matter how well-
meaning, could have no background
‘in the understanding of labor prob-
lems, he said

Under the present conditions and
those proposed in the Wagner Bill,
Lewis said, there is a “situation
where only men who are ignorant
of their subject can be appointed
to boards of this character”

There Are Exceptions
Despite his expressions of confi-
dence in the government and his
stressing of creation of confidence

Second World

War Looms

(Continued from Page 1)

7,500 in 1914 to about 25,000 in
1918.

As stated above, these facts have
been and are being repeated daily.
They are the stock in trade of the
liberals and the pacifists who ope-
rate on the belief that if enough
people can bhe made acquainted with
them or if they can be used to get
legislation passed to “take the pro-
fits out of war” the Second World
War can be prevented.

Those who continue to hold such
beliefs are either knaves or incap-
able of seeing or understanding
plain ‘everyday facts. War under
capitalism is as inevitable as the
rising and setting of the sun. The
belief that war can be reformed or
legislated out of capitalism is just
as foolish and as fatal as the belief
of that southern preacher who
trusted in God to protect him from
the poisonous fangs of a rattle
snake.

Just so long as capitalism lasts
there will be wars. This is the fact
that workers and the peoples of
the world must learn. And the fight
to destroy capitalism therefore, is
the only fight or war in which the
masses can win. That is their war.

That is the war for humanity, for

among the workers, Lewis men-
tioned one government official in
whom he had no confidence, Roose-
velt's close adviser, Donald Rich-
berg, often dubbed ‘‘assistant pres-
ident", was given a severe drub-
bing.

“Richberg has sold labor down
the river,” Lewis said. “In his at-
titude and his interpretations, he
has driven a knife to the heart of
labor.”

Frey called for passage of the
Wagner bhill to create confidence in
law as an antidote to radicalism.
“There is no point at which the
radical can reach labor more quick-
Iv,” he said, “than to be able to
point out that the workers are an
unprivileged class—that they can’t
enjoy certain privileges (such as
the right to organize) which the
employers enjoy.

J. A. Farquharson, national leg-
islative representative of the Bro-
therhood of Railroad Trainmen,
offered testimony in particular sup-
port of the section of the bill pre-
serving the right to closed shop un-
ion agreements. Under the Railway
Labor Act, he pointed out, the
closed shop was not permitted. The
P. of R. T. had 23 such contracts
previously, which were set aside.
“Where minority groups contract,
they can destroy the conditions of
the majority,” he said.

Vice Pres. E. J. Helck of the
Axton-Fisher Tobacco Co. also
spoke in favor of the Wagner bill.

CAPITOL
= NEWS =
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withstanding the Senate’s first “re-
volt”, that the Senate would long
hold out against the President’s
express wishes. The Senate and the
President are spokesmen, after all,
for one and the same kind of eco-
nomic system. They are puppets
operated by one and the same set
of master hands. The earlier “re-
volt” was just a bit of play acting,
for the benefit of the back-home
votes controlled by the building
trades unions. Having staged their
gesture, the revolters can now say
that the President forced their
hands. Unless they gave in, they
can explain, there would have been
no Work Relief bill at all.

The imminent enactment of the
measures raises certain fascinating
speculations. It is proposed to pay
$50 a month to unemployed wage-
earners who go on “work” relief.
This sum, it is assumed, will be
sufficient to maintain them in “de-
cency” if not in “comfort”. How
low will the payments be to wage
carners for whom no suitable
“work” relief can be found? How
much lower will the payments be to
the “‘uiemployables”?

The history of the whole Work-
Relief program is a beautiful ex-
ample of the progressive intellec-
tual bankruptcy of the New Deal.
PWA got going as a grandiose pro-
ject in “planned public works”. The
government was going to spend its
way back to prosperity thanks to
roads, tunnels, bridges, dams, power
plants and the like. FERA got go-
ing as an equally grandiose project
for alleviating the evils of unem-
ployment. The government would
see to it that every unemployed
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Board. Want Labor to Confide In Capitalism

He said that his firm had had 36
years of dealing with the union, and
not once had there been any strikes
or lockouts, or any labor disturb-

ances. The company has found the
arrangement 1most profitable, he
testified.

Progress Seen

At Pittsburg

(Continued from Page 1)

The P. C. is instructed also to
make a careful check-up of the po-
litical, organizational, financial and
technical considerations involved in

a project of such magnitude and
importance and to take into account
the increase of size of the weekly
New Militant as an alternative. If
the results of the check-up are
favorable the P. C. is authorized
after a referendum of the full Na-
tional Committee to act in the mat
ter of a daily paper.

Important decisions were also
made looking toward the imple-
menting of that portion of the
Declaration of Principles and the
Constitution of the W. P. which,
although action on any organiza-
tional affiliation must be submitted
to th'e National Convention of the
Party, authorizes the N. C. to co-
operate with groups and parties in
other countries standing on the
same fundamental program as our
own, in the elaboration of a com-
plete world program and in steps
looking toward the speediest pos-
sible establishment of the new rev-
olutionary international.

In line with suggestions con-
tained in communications from
the Revolutionary Socialist Party
of Holland through its secretary,
Comrade H. Sneevliet, and in a per-
sonal communication from Comrade
T.. Trotsky, the P. C. is authorized
in cooperation with the newly
founded Dutch party, to take the
lead in discussions with the above
parties and groups of an interna-
tional program and of steps which
might be taken toward the setting
up of a Joint Committee, which in
the heginning would have no ad-
ministrative functions but would
concern itself with the preparation
of hasic documents and perhaps the
publication of an international bul-
letin. Action on the correspondence
of the P. C. along these lines is to
be taken at the next N. C. meeting
in June where also a full report on
all sister groups and parties, and
groups and parties moving in our
direction is to be made.

Recognizing the terribly swift
pace of international developments
and that any day may bring world-
shattering events, the N.C. author-
ized the P.C. in the interim to take
a referendum vote of the N.C. im-
mediately if some major event such
as a declaration of war should
make it imperative to
more formal relations with sister
parties and groups and to set up
more definite machinery at once.

Meanwhile an internal party
bulletin which will deal with inter-
national affairs, particularly devel-
opments in the international revo-
lutionary movement, has been pro-
vided for.

The N. C. placed its stamp of
approval on the work of the Secre-

tariat and the Political Committee

establish ]

QUESTION
BOX

Conducted by A. Weaver
MILTON B., BRONX—

Question: Is it true that .M.
Olgin, editor of the “Freiheit”,
took a patriotic position during
the war? Can you give proof?

Answer: Not only did Olgin, who

is now one of the chiéf of Stalin’s
Trotsky-siayers, take a patriotic
position, but he reached heights of
cloguence in urging the American
workers to shed their blood for
Morgan’s profits. Here is a typical
excerpt from his writings of that
time:

“The war has lost for the So-
cialist world its threatening ap-
pearance. It is not a war for en-
slaving but a war for freedom. One
must be blind or insane not to see
progressive character of this war.
The world at present is not sunk
in the depths of darkness but in a
severe and risky struggle which
must bring light to out-worn hu-
manity.

“A different sort of bravery and
a different sort of beauty calls and
entices: the bravery of the battle-
field, the beauty of people who
sacrifice their lives for their coun-
try, for that which their country
has declared to be their holy duty.

“There is a world of idealistic
enthusiasm poured over the present
war, a stream of sincere belief in
the ideal of freedom. The Ameri-
can is firmly convinced that his
country has no egoistic motives in
the present war.

“«A gstrenuous task-war. But in
it appear many fine sides of both
people and nations.” (M. Olgin, N.
Y. Forward, June 1, 1918.)

1t is no accident, therefore, that
Olgin occupies his present position.

® * *
B. H., BOSTON—

Question: What is the signifi-
cance of the recent “Gold Clause”
decision of the Supreme Court?
Is it true that the way to further
inflation is opened by it?

Answer: The existence of the
clause in contracts requiring that
debts be paid in gold of a certain
weight and fineness was a certain
deterrent to inflation since the lat-
ter without repudiation of the gold
payment provision, would automa-
tically increase the government
debt considerably (all “gold-clause”
debts would be increased about 67
percent), and engender new finan-
cial convulsions, so that the sup-
port given by the Supreme Court
to the cancellation of the “clause’
removed this barrier.

It was mecessary, of course, that
this be done in an indirect manner,
and this explains the delay and
hegitation in finding the proper
formula, since a direct approval of
the cancellation of the “gold clause”
would have given a legal sanction
to the repudiation of debts by the
European countries and would have
stamped as legal the prior claim
of society over the property rights
of the individual, a dangerous pre-
cedent, which might be interpreted
by the workers as the right to ex-
propriate capitalist private proper-
ty. The approval was therefore
given by saying that such cancel-
lation was illegal but that nothing
could be done about it since the
perpetrator of the unlawful act, ie.
Congress itself, was the only power
to judge or nullify it.

It would be a mistake, neverthe-
less, to overemphasize the impor-
tance of this legal decision, since,
as evidenced by the fact that the
change in the gold content of the
dollar was made prior to such de-
cision, the existence of the “gold
clause” was insufficiént to prevent
inflation. With or without the
opinion of the court, inflation is and
will be decided by the laws of
money and currency as they are
conditioned by the decline of cap-~
italism internationally, and by the
juggling of currencies as part of
the struggle of the imperialists for
a greater share of the world mark-
et.

However, the decision has other
extremely significant aspects. In
the first place it is living proof of
the Marxian concept that laws are
merely an expression of existing
facts (“. . . the ideal is nothing
else than the material world re-
flected by the human mind, and re-
flected into forms of thought.”):
Faced with an accomplished fact,
the court rendered a decision com-
patible with it and maintaining the
status-quo.

In the second place the court ac-
tion, like the NRA, is legal recog-
nition of the decline of capitalism.
Capitalism, based upon commodity
production, requires that contracts,
i.e. the right of the commodity
owner to his own property, be
sacred. The repudiation by Con-
gress of the “gold clause” in con-
tracts was a partial cancellation of
this fundamental law and the deci-
sion of the ourt that such repudia-
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