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onBrink of New World War

Dillon to Pack
Convention of
Auto Workers

Faker ‘Somewhere in|

theWest’Organizing
Sky Blue Locals

By BURKE COCHRAN

TOLEDO, Ohio, Aug. 19.—Dillon
and Co. are girding their loins for
the convention of the automobile
workers to be held in Detroit, Aug.
26-31. The usually quiet office of
Dillon at the Hoffman Building is
bustling with activity. Dillon him-
self is reported to be “somewhere
in the middle west.” We are in-
formed he will visit Cincinnati,
various points in Wisconsin and
also St. Louis.

The pleasant news is alse re-
leased that in the last few weeks
the American Federation of Labor
has granted charters to two “large”
locals in Detroit, while a third
“large” local has applied for a
charter and will receive one in time
to participate in the comnvention.
This spirited campaign of organiz-
ation has not been confined to De-
troit alone. Several cities in Wis-
consin, in South Bend, Richmond,
Ind, Waukegan, IIl, Cleveland,
Ohio, Grand Rapids, Mich., Birm-
ingham, Ala., ete. ete. have had new
Jocals formed recently.

Toledo, because of the successful
battles waged at Auto-Lite and the
Chevrolet plants, has developed a
comparatively strong and large
progressive group, out to challenge
the rotten “leadership” of Dillon.
Toledo has therefore become in a
certain sense the beacon light for
the automobile workers throughout
the country. Therefore the Toledo
progressives had to be kept out of
Detroit at all costs. Therefore even
the discredited former business
agent of the Toledo federal local
18394 was used by the executive
board to put through a motion to
have convention delegates hand-
picked by the exeeutive board. The
president of the union refuses to
allow any democratic discussion on
the floor; all motions are ruled out
of order; the convention call is not
even read and twenty cops are sta-
tioned at the entrance of the union
hall to terrorize the membership
and to prevent any distribution of
the progressive program.

The Flint Buick local, it will be
recalled, wanted to strike in soli-
darity with Toledo, during the
Chevrolet strike. Dillon had a
pretty- hard time keeping them out
of the fight. It was rumored that
some progressives ‘were gaining in-
fluence in the Flint local. There-
fore one of the militants, Killinger,
18 brought up on charges by Dillon.
The executive committee drops -the
charges; Dillon proceeds to read
him out of the union. No trouble-
makers from Flint must be permit-
ted to disturb the convention at
Detroit.

Labor Skates “Not Interested”

The progressives are demanding
an International union with full
jurisdiction over all who work in
or around automobile or automo-
bil parts plants. This program is

Congress Passes Harmless
Social Security Program

Big Business Unconcerned About Bill; Completely
Ineffectualin Improving Workers Conditions;
Passes Burden Onto Labor

s,

By ‘A. J. MUSTE

The Roosevelt administration at-
taches great importance to the pas-
sage of the Social Security Bill
last week. The measure provides
for federal subsidies for unemploy-
ment insurance, the setting up of
an old age pension system by taxa-
tion of employers and workers,
special subsidies for aged persons
not covered in the contributory
plan and subsidies for certain forms
of ckild welfare.

It is set forth by the administra-
tion as a partial but substantial
redemption of its pledges to do
something for the “forgotten man”
and to keep the big fellows in their
place though not destroying the

Red Scare in Akron
Heralds Convention

By RICHARD FERGUSON

AKRON, Aug. 19.—Having care-
fully laid the groundwork in its
campaign against all progressives
in the rubber unions by a top-head-
line blast: “Bar AN Reds From In-
ternational” in the Summit County
Labor News, the A. F. of L. bureau-
cracy yesterday succeeded in out-
maneuvering progresgives at the
Goodyear local, and secured the
election of its own slate of “level
headed” delegates for the conven-
tion to establish a rubber workers
international on September 12.

By utilizing a handful of mis-
guided officials of the local who. ac-
cused the progressifes of “disrupt-
ing” the union, which has been so
consistently betrayed by the A. F.
of L. bureaucrats for over a year
and a half with their sabotaging
tactics of stalling and actual sell-
out, the A. F. of L. “leadership” has
shown just what sort of an inter-
national they hope to ‘give” the
rubberworkers. The old trick of
rounding up members who have
long been inactive in the union for
this special occasion to get their
three delegates elected, was also
successful, The progressives got
two candidates as alternates.

Unionists in the other rubber lo-
cals in the city will profit further
from the experience of their fellow
progressives at Goodyear, for it is
generally conceded that Coleman C.
Claherty, rubber orgasizer, delib-
erately picked on Goodyear as be-
ing the weakest link in the progres-
sives’ chais.

The prospects of electing several
progressive delegates from the
Firestone and Goodrilh unions -are
good, and with the help from at
least three other, but smaller, pro-
gressive-controlled unions which
have had even more bitter exper-
ience with Claherty, these delegates
should put up a real fight. Inform-
ation from the union in the deep
south and far west indicate that
these locals have suffered heavily
from the demoralization following

(Continued on Page 2)

the April sell-out agreement,

Mooney Must Be Freed!

(Ed. Note: The Workers Party
gives s wholehearted support to
the following appeal by comrade
Tom Mooney and urges all its
members, {riends and sympathiz.
ers to aid in the greatest cause
labor has known.)

k] * @
California State Prison
San Quentin, Cal.
August 14, 1935
Dear Friend:

Our battle for justice is now
qﬁethng Its final stages — the
Bearings on my writ of habeas
corpus begin on Septeber 17 be-
fore | the California Supreme
Court.

Because of your splendid, un-
derstanding support, I am making

| SUBSCRIBERS, ATTENTION!
H the number following your
bame ion the wrapper is

35

| your subseription has EX-
PIRED.. . We urge you to send
. n your renewal by retoen mmil,
thue fmsuring the .receipt of
your ecopy without intexrupiion.

this personal plea. I am in des-
perate need of funds for the fin-
ishing of this ficht, and T am
asking you if you won’t help me
meet my legal expenses hefore the
California Supreme Court—and
the United States Supreme Court
in the event that 1t becomes nee-
essary.

T owe five thousand dollars, and
it is ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY
that I raise sufficient funds to
finish this fight for my vindica-
tion. Last week I was down to
my last penny, and had to secure
a loan of five hundred dollars so
that the attorneys could proceed
with the taking of the depositions
of the witnesses who are in the
East and unable to appear before
the Court.

Your loyal support has always
touched the deepest emotions in
my heart and it s with sincere
regret that I am compelled to
call upon you for finameial assis-
tanee—which I will use for legal
work exclusively.

Warm personal regards,
TOM MOONEY
31921.

P.S.. Direct all contributions
and communications to Tom
Mooney Molders’ Defense Com-

mittee, Box 1475, San Francisco.

foundations of the capitalist syStem
itself. It is expected to be a vote-
getter for Franklin D. in the 1936
elections, 1If the Supreme Court
should declare this and other New
Deal measures unconstitutional,
Roosevelt still has his choice of
campaigning next year as the cham-
pion of the masses against the re-
actionary few for a constitutional
amendment; or if economic condi-
tions are fairly good and discontent
not sharp, forgetting about the
whole business and campaigning as
the man who brought back prosper-
ity and did his best for the plain
people.

Neither the present Social Secur-
ity measure nor the other laws en-
acted by Congress in the closing
days of its long session will do
anything to-relieve immediate dis-
tress. Not until the first of next
year does a 1 percent tax on pay-
rolls for unemployment insurance
go into effect and the full 3 percent
tax does not go into effect wuntil
January 1, 1938. The contributory
old age annuity tax does not go
into effect until January 1, 1937.
Even after the tax goes into effect
it will be some time, of course, be-
fore any benefits obtain. So far as
the present and immediate future
go the hammering away at wage
standards via the WPA and other
channels is the Rooseveltian gifft
to the masses. Social Security leg-
islation is a cover under these con-
ditions for the wage-cutting cam-
paign. Little wonder that as the
business organs report, no particu-
lar enthusiasm is being displayed
by the workers over the passage of
the act.

Big Business Indifferent

As for the business interests,
they are expressing comparatively
little alarm over - this legislation.
They are miuch more concerned
about the measures relating to
banking, security and public utili-
ties which Congress is threatening
to pass and which might in some
slight degree interfere with the
piling up of profits and with the
“right” of private business to “man-
age its own affairs.” There is good
reason for the absence of intense
alarm over the social security leg-
islation. In the first place, as we
have already pointed out, it is some
time before these measures go into
effect. In the second place, the

(Continued on Page 3)

'Don’t Get Old
in Missouri!

ST. LOUIS, Mo—You can get a
pension in the state of Missouri if
(1) You do not starve to death or
commit suicide before you reach
the age of 70; (2) If you have
been in the state at least (!) nine
years and (3) If you can prove
that you are destitute and in need
of it.

This reactionary piece of legisla-
tion, which apparently sprang full
blown from the Chamber of Com-
merce and its tools, the corrupt
capitalist politicians, is hailed by
the local A. F. of L. presg as a
great ‘‘victory” for the workers
and a step forward in the legisla-
tive program for ‘social better-
ment.”

The amount which the lucky
ones are going to receive is $45 a
month for couples and $30 a month
for single persons. Six bits a day
for the few days they have left
after 70 as compensation for the
many years of back-breaking toil

.they have rendered in- producing

wealth for parasites while eking out
‘a bare existence for themselves—
guch is the reward that capitalism

‘offers its worn out slaves when it

can no longer grind profits from
them' in the industries.
Thousands Rubbed Off
Needless to say, there are thou-
sands of working class mothers and
fatherg who will get nothing. They

| will be unable to prove their “wor-

thiness” to the “expert” social
workers who will take their appli-
cations. Many thousands of such
old workers are not even getting
relief, the discrimination against
them being equal to that practised
against the young workers.

And, of course, the nine years’
residence in the state qualification
will rule out thousands just as it

(Continued on Page 3)

Dunne Slugged
InClashinMpls.
Hosieg__Strike

Farmer-Labor Mayor
Again Gives Scabs
Police Protection

By Northwest Correspondent

MINNEAPOLIS, Aug. 19.—Barly
this morning a mass picket line of
five hundred workers battled with
police as the latter escorted scores
of strike-breakers into the Strut-
wear plant, where a strike of the
American Federation of Hosiery
Workers has been on since last
Friday.

Roy Weir, organizer for the Cen-
tral Labor Union in Minneapolis,
has been acting as organizer at the
Strutwear factory. Weir has been
messing around with the situation
for months, in a half-hearted, vac-
iliating manner, Finally his hand
was forced by the firing of eight
union men by the company, with
the result that the strike was called
without adequate preparation or
plan. The blame for the state of
affairs is by no means all Weir’s,
however. Casebeer, an Internation-
al official of the Hosiery Workers,
has been in town for several days
now, appearing at union meetings
and on the picket line. Casebeer
seems to be walking around in a
daze, and clings to a policy even
more vacillating and aimless than
Weir’s. Some local workers claim
that, for an International official,
this man certainly cuts a sorry
figure. Others claim that for an
Internatiénal official, he is pretty
good.

Last Thursday night it was fin-
ally announced that the strike
would be called the following
morning. Word was sent around,
and on Friday morning enough
pickets were on hand to block ef-
fectively any attempt on_the part
of the management to.open up the
plant. The Strutwear plant (which
for years has followed a notorioms
anti-union and low-wage policy)
employs about 1,100 workers, most-
ly young girls. The eight men who
were fired, all skilled machine ten-
ders, form the nucleus of the union.
About ninety more workers had
signed applications to join the un-
ion up to last Friday. Since then
scores of other workers have come
into the wunion, chiefly the men
workers who do the skilled work
of machine tending.

After Friday’s skirmish, the plant
was quiet over the week-end, though
it was continually patrolled by a
slight picket line.

Police Open Firé

At 5 o’clock Monday morning the
picket line began to form around
the entrance of the plant. By 6:30
there were 550 pickets and a good
sized crowd there. The cops began
to arrive in their squad cars, until
there were 80 or so policemen on
hand, the entire shift. Also there
appeared on the scene gne of the
handsome brown airmored cars
which the police have insisted were
purchased by the city solely to pro-
tect payrolls in transport.

Scores of 574 men were on the
line, from both the General Drivers
and the Federal Workers sections.

(Continued on Page 2)
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“ThievesKitchen’Folds
Up; Britain Capitulates

Mussolini on a Volcano!

|

Writer Deseribes Crisis in Italy on the Eve
of the Fascist Adventure in Ethiopia

By 4. P.

ly the initial pretexts,

taking does not appear as
nor are thousands of soldiers

taking this road, if

MARTIN

PARIS, July 24,—1It is now as clear as day that ne “compromise”
can avert Mussolin’s war in Ethiopia. - Is this because of the grand
manner of Mussolini or because Mussolinl is less “peaceful” than the

statesmen? In fact, if one considers the new Italian lmm)?:lg'n
n Ethiopla from the juridical point of view, and were to take serious-
e soran, then Mussolints. wnder
the Insults to the Italian flag and so forth, ¢ in¥’s undex
a reckless adventure, Millions are not spent
saicrificed 4,800 kilometers from home fcr
the “honor” of the flag. The bourgeoisie jitself scorns such chil@®s play.
The truth is that Mussolini would have delayed still further beflore
the difficulties of the internal situation bad mnot
impelled him in that direction. It Is jin thig sitvation that we must
seek the causes of the new Italian campaign i Ethiopia and mot in the
incidents at Ual-Ual or in anything else,

>

dents,

Negro Clerks
Upset History

CHICAGO. 111.—The old story in
American labor history where the
Negro, refused admittance into
trade unions has taken his stand
 with the boss to help defeat organ-
ized labor, is being reversed in
Chicago today.

In a locality where organized la-
bor has been disintegrating for sev-
eral decades, Retail Clerks Union
901-B exists as one of the few bright
spots. In the period following the
inauguration of the *“New Deal”
several locals of the Retail Clerks
Union were established in Chicago.
Of all of them the only one to sur-
vive and prosper was Local 901-B,
which was originally laid out to
be a Jim Crow local. Because its
sister locals have died mnatural
deaths it has fallen heir to a wider
field of action, and although pre-
ponderantly Negro in composition,
it contains an increasing number of
white clerks and has lost its “Jim
Crow” status.

The most interesting phenomena
in this connection is that in a great
many cases Negro union clerks
have refused to work in stores
where the other employees (often
white) have been non-union. In
muny cases these white clerks sid-
ing with their Wwhite boss against
their fellow workers have played
the role of scabs. In all cases Re-
tail Clerks Union No. 901-B has
failed to lose a gingle fight in
which it was involved. In most
cases where an independent store
is involved, an hour’s picketing in
the morning dufring which all de-
liveries of bread. milk, ice, and
meat are stopped, is sufficient to
bring the boss to terms.

The educating of these young
workers in the role that they must
play as militant ¢rade unionists is
being intelligently handled by its
pres., J. L. Kelly (Negro), and its

organizer, F. W. Simington (white).

NEW YORK CITY.— Raymond
W. Henderson, noted labor attorney
and a member of the State Execu-
tife Committee of the California
Socialist Party, has been retained
a appeal counsel for Norman Mini,
San Quentin Prisoner 57606, ac-
cording to an announcement made
yesterday by Herbert Solow, secre-
tary of the National Sacramento
Appeal Committee.

In addition to providing Mini’s
counsel, the committee advocates
release of his seven fellow-workers
also raflroaded by the Associated
Farmers Inc. under the notorious
California criminal syndicalism
law because of union activities.
Mini was defended in trial court by
Albert Goldman of Chicago, re-
tained by the Non-Partisan Labor
Defense. The latter organization

i3 now associated in the National

Sacramento Defense Committee
with the Socialist Party, General
Defense Committee, Workers Party
and other organizations.
Henderson is one of, the coun-
try’s leading experts in criminal
syndicalism defense. He was the
foremost defender of I.W.W. mem-
bers against frame-ups under this

law 15 years ago and also played a

Retain Henderson in Sacramento Appeal

leading role in the Imperial Valley
cases a few years ago.

“We will not stop with retain-
ing Henderson,” Solow stated in
announcing the committee’s ac-
tion. ‘“Nobody can present the
legal case better than he, but the
court which is keeping Tom
Mooney in San Quentin does not
congider legal arguments by
themselves. The judges want to
know whether there is popular
“demand for the release of these
innocent young men and women.
Our committee will try to rally
unions and all opponents of reaec-
tion to give dignified, aggressive
expression to their feeling against
the eriminal syndicallsm law and
the frame-up perpetrated under it
in Sacramente by the amti-dnion
conspirators.”

As jts first step in popularizing
the Sacramento appeal issue, the
defense committee will issue a five
cent pamphlet on the history of the
case, to be circulated by the organ-
izations sonstituting. the joint - de-
fense body. The committee has es-.
tablished headquarters at 41 Union
Square, Room 707, where further
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Lonize”

But when Rome opetly proclaims
that it wants to occupy Abyssinia
because “Italy needs to expand,”
this apparently brutal aim is pro-
claimed only to deceive the people
and especially the toiling masses,
who, moreover are not such easy
vietims to this deception. Forty
years ago, in Crispi’s time, they
said the same thing: ‘“need of ex-
pansion,” “security of Italy.” Since
then they have spent millions and
sacrificed thousands upon thousands
of men for the conguest of other
territories in Africa (Libia). Now,
the total Italian inhabitants in
Libia, Eritria and Somalieland is
only arommd 50,000 (ard they are
for the most part traders), while
the number of Italian emigres
every year before the war was
500,000 and even a million. The
density of population (187 per kilo-
meter) and the importance of man-
ual labor certainly are heavy prob-
lems for Italy which before the
war found a relative solution in
continental and overseas emigra-
tion, At the present time all doors
are closed and it can be said that
the number of expatriated is equal
to. the number of repatriated.
(From Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 1931: ex-
patriated—68,461; repatriated—49,-
827). Can a “road” be opened to
the superabundant supply of man-
ual labor by the pillage of Abyssin-
jan territory? This is precisely
what the Fascist press wants - to
have believed in order to justify its
war of imperialist banditry in eas-
tern Africa. But the people, as we
shall see, are not being taken in
by this deception.

Economic Crisis Wracks Italy

However, the imperialist struggle
of the Italian bourgeoisie reveals a
peculiar character which makes an
cxamination necessary. A war such
as Mussolini is about to undertake
requires enormous capital (tens of
millions) ; to- “pacify” and to “col-
conquered territories re-
quires still greater available capi-
tal. Where will this capital be ob-
tained if one takes into considera-
tion that the annual Italian revenue
does not exceed 60 millions, that
the public debt has already risen to
152 million liras and that the State
budget shows a growing deficit.
Recourse to foreign capital will be
necessary, as was the case in past
warS. Thus, “the right of expan-
sion” which the Italian bourgeoisie
demands in the name of its “youth”
(read : its “age,” since it has come
upon the scene very late in the
partition of the world) is only the
right to be admitted to the booty.

But whether or no they find the
necessary foreign capital to carry
through the occupation of Abyssinia
undertaken by the Italian bour-
geoisie the question here is one of
division of profits between the
thieves, Whatever the result of the
bandit war which Rome has re-
solved to make against the King of
Kings, the cause of it is less the
result of “expansion” which Italy
pretends to need, than the attempt
to avert the terrible crisis which
grips the Fascist regime. This
crisis wracks the whole of Italian
capitalist society: 1In short, the
new campaign in Abyssinia is g
new attempt to prevent the revo-
lution. Yet us carefully examine
the facts.

* * ’
As we have already said, the Ital-
ian bourgeoisie came very late upon
t" e scene’'in the divigion of the

information may be obtained.

(Continued on Page 3)

Duce_h—’lzrches
Full Speed to
War in Africa

Only thelnternation-
al Working Class
Can Defeat Him

By MARTIN A. GLEE

Not since the year 1914 has the
world been so close to an armed
struggle for imperialist conquest as
it is today. The stage is all set.
Mussolini i® prepared to strike.
Nothing will stop him. Late re-
ports record the news that an Ital-
ian consul has been shot in Ethio-
pia. The record of pre-August 4,
1914 is again blaring forth its rau-
cous tunes: War! War! Warl.

The vain and impossible efforts
of the ILeague of Nations to. stop
war has again been proved to the
hilt. The Franco-British-Italian
“peace” committee haS collapsed.
It has been impossible to reconcile
the irreconcilable. If Mussolini
has not struck till now, it is not
because of man-made agenciés that
has prevented him from so doing,
rather it has been nature in the
form of drenching rains and muddy
trails that has kept Il Duce’s bel-
ligerency at bay. But now the rainy
season in Bthiopia is almost over.
In September the rain-soaked clouds
will clear. It is then that fascist
Italy will attempt its conquest in
East Africa.

British Hypeoerisy

. Here it is necessary to emphasize
again that this conflict cannot be
localized. Too much imperialist
pbooty is at stake. Too many con-
tending influences are at Dplay.
Britain, because it has most to lose
from an Italian conquest of Ethi-
opia, has made every effort to con-
tent Mussolini with practically un-
limited economic control of most of
Ethiopia; but Mussolini wants all.
So it is hoping for a.speedy solu-
tion by Italy before the colonial
masses of Africa are aroused and
before the Italian masses at home
throw off the yoke of Fascism.
Hence its hastily convened Cabinet
decision to let things remain as
they are with the arms embargo
against both Italy and Ethiopia
standing. Such an embargo can
only be an aid to Italy and a blow
to KEthiopia. Italy has arms and
means of manufacturing more.
Ethiopia needs armsS, has no means
of manufacturing any and so the
equilateral embargo is only a piece
of Anglo-Saxon fakery  disguised
under the name of “equal justice
for all.”

Meanwhile the Giornale D’lialia,
fascist mouthpiece, has declared
that any effort at applying sanc-
tions (penalties for treaty viola-
tions) by England will be treated
as a declaration of war! French
anxiety over the maintenance of
the status quo in Europe, entirely
favorable to her, accounts for her
seeming neutrality with regard to
Italy’s desire in Africa. England’s
decision to leave the matter for
League action on September 4, was
probably dune to. just such pressure
from France.

U. S. “Neutrality”

Italy’s decision to act has already
had its repercussions here in the
United States. The “keep-the-U.S.
eut-of-war” crowd is going through
the same antics as in the years im-
mediately prior to 1917. The U. S.
is going to be ‘“neutral” for six
months- In reality this “neutral-
ity” is designed to benefit Italy.
Neither the wolf nor the lamb shall
be aided is the proud decision. That
is, aided by federal means. For
there is nothing in the bill to pre-
vent private banking firms from
&tending loans nor industrialists
from shipping non-warlike mater-
ials such gs steel, Scrap iron, etc.
to whoever has the cash or the
proper credit.

Under the heading, War Talk
Aids Steel, in the Wall Street sec-
tion of the New York Times of
August 22, we read the following:

“Although the Italo-Ethiopian
controversy has managed to dis-
arrange ieverything else, it ap-

(Continued on Page 3)



Comments

On Life, Liberty
and Pursuit of
Happiness

By BILL REICH

Labor and Capital

Alfred P. Sloan gnnounces to the
press the company union plan of
the General Motors Corporation:
“The plan was designed to meet
all the requirements of section Ta
of the NIRA. It has been in effect
several weeks. However, workers
were first informed of it today”. . .
Federal conciliators headed by Ed-
ward McGrady, the nation’s fore-
most strikebreaker, have intervened
in 1,140 strikes and lockouts and
“guccessfully adjusted” 885. Sec-
retary of Labor Fanny Perkins who
opposed McGrady for the post of
her assistant is forced to admit, “I
was wrong gbout Mr. McGrady.”
. . . The Columbian Enameling and
Stamping Co., instigator of Terre,
Haute’s general strike, though in
the center of the city, is adjudged
outside the eity limits and pays no
taxes. City and state police and
national guards (paid from tax
money), defending the scab policy
of the noh-taxpaying company, bat-
tled taxpaying strikers and sympa-
thizers. . . . Singing “My country
'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty”
a sixty year old San Francisco
lumber striker was clubbed into
unconsciousness by the police. .
Missouri tiff miners receive average
earnings of $2.50 a week. The Na-
tional Lead Co. which controls the
tiff industry showed a surplus of
$916,548 for 1934 and has made
profits every year during the de-
pression. The balance for the pay-
ment of dividends has not gone be-
low $3,300,000. W. H. Croft, pres-
ident, received compensation of
$88,013 in 1984. . . .

Jurisprudence

In a contempt of court cage aris-
ing from violation of g labor in-
junction Judge W. B. McMahon of
Cleveland, Ohio, gave his written
opinion to newspaper reporters be-
fore hearing the case. . . . Of the
81 municipal power plants backed
by the PWA, 22 have been blocked
by court injunctions. Judges’ opin-
ions in the cases were so similar
in wording that the general coun-
sel of the PWA has asserted that
they were “drafted on forms or in-
structions emanating from some
central source.”

Political Science

Secretary of Agriculture Wallace
tells farmers: “If you are receiving
more for farm products today than
two years ago it is due mainly to
the planning policies of the AAA.”

. To striking housewives he says:
“Consumers would be paying ‘some-
what more for pork if there had
been no ‘pig program’ in 1933”7 and
issues statistics to show that the
price of pork has not gone as high
as we think. . .. Gov. Ruby Laffoon
of Kentucky sent troops to hostile
Harlan County to insure an honest
primary election., In unguarded
Logan County Laffoon’s candidate
recetved 10.500 out of a possible
10,400 votes. .. .
Military Science

‘Wholesome summer activities of
the Illinois National Guard at its
annual encampment: “On Wednes-
day there will be a practical dem-
onstration with 400 officers and men
acting as a ‘mob.” As portions of
the riot detachments simulate a
frontal attack on the ‘mob’ another
section will make a flank attack
with tear gas bombs. The aviation
and observation squadrons will
take part, dropping hand grenades.

. Intelligence lessons will be

given during the week by Lieuten-
ant William M. Spencer. . . . Pro-
testant and Catholic religious serv-
ices will be conducted each morn-
ing.” . ..

Good and Welfare

Scurvy, a disease of malnutrition
which had almost disappeared ir
the U. S. by 1929, is returning.
Says Dr. T. B. Cooley, president of
the Amecrican Soclety of Pediatrics,
“As the depression deepened we
came to realize that we were seeing
in a few weeks more scurvy than
an grdinary physician would have
expected to see in a lifetime.” . . .
Dr. Adela J. Smith, Assistant Di-
rector of Health and Education in
New York City, reports, “Malnutri-
tion has rendered 133,000 students
of the elementary schools too week
and undernourished to attend
classes.” ... New York's newest dog
shop opens. “It was decorated at a
_cost of $20,000. TUniformed door-
men usher in prospective buyers.
The usual doggy aroma has been
replaced by a slight fragrance sug-
gesting myrrh. Food is prepared
by trained dieticians and thé vita-
min .content carefully watched.
Within the reach of all is a run-

ning flow of drinking water., The,

pets are tethered around a spread
of rubber carpeted dais. backed by
mirrors. Attendants in spotless
white duck exercise the dogs every
three hours and they are combed.
powdered and given a teeth brush-
ing daily.” ...

BUILD THE WORKERS PARTY.
SUBSCRIBE TO NEW MILITANT

‘time nationally,

In First Debate

CHICAGO, Ill., Aug. 7—In the
presence of 40 youth from the Cal-
umet vicinity, the Mid-West Spar-
tacus Youth League and the Young
Communist League of District 8
staged g debate on Wednesday, Aug.
7, at Indiana Harbor, Indiana, on
the subject, “Resolved: The Trot-
skyists are not counter-revolution-
ary.” Al Garber, regiomal educa-
tional director of the S.Y.L., up-
held the afirmative and the Y.CL.
Gary organizer spoke for ‘the neg-
ative,

Goaded . on by the continual
taunts of Spartacus, as well as in-
numerable challenges, and bolstered
by Olgin’s recent spurious pam-
phlet on Trotskyism, the Young
Communist League was finally
pushed to the wall and forced into
a debate before a class in Indiana
Harbor conducted by the Sparta-
cus Youth League. This was the
first time dn the history of the Mid-
West 8.Y.L., and probably the first
that the Young
Communist League debated with
the Spartacus.

Starting with the theory of per-
mament revolution and proletarian
internationalism, comrade Garber
pointed out how the Communist
International since the death of
Lenin had so deviated from its or-
iginal principles that today it stood
side by side with the social-patrio-
tic Second International. He {illus-
trated the effects of socialism in

‘| one country on the revolutions in

Germany, 1923; China, 1925-27;
England, 1926; Germany, 1933 and
France, 1935, bringing the affirma-
tion of history to the fact that the
Stalintern is the organizer of de-
feats. As a result the organization
of the Fourth International and a
new Youth International, based on
the principles of Marx and Lenin,
now directly poses itself to the
world working class.
Puny Stalinist Arguments

The only recourse the Y.C.L. or-
ganizer had was vilification and
slander. He stated the usual Stal-
inist idiocieg about Trotskyism be-
ing counterdrevolutionary and pet-
ty bourgeois. Trotsky, he pointed
out, underestimated the peasantry,
refused to be disciplined by the
Bolshevik party, was not the head
of the Red Army nor the co-organ-
izer with Lenin of the Russian
revolution. And finally he asserted
that Trotsky, if not directly respon-
sible, was at least indirectly impli-
cated in the murder of Kirov. The
high point of the Stalinist's speech
was reached when he denied the
existence* of a pre-revolutionary
gituation in France.

In the rebuttal the S.Y.L. called
the lie to these glanders and quoted
Lenin to prove the presence of
a predrevolutionary situation in
France. The humorous touch was
added to the debate when, after the

Y.C.L. rebutted, a member of the|

Sptacén Trounces Stahmst

inMiddle West

Y. C. L. naively inguired of the
speaker about the Y.C.L. and stated
his desire to join. With cries of
“Stooge mumber one” the audience
broke into laughter.

For over a month the Mid-West
Regional Committee of the S8.Y.L.
‘has been concentrating on Indiana
Harbor. A class of approximately
twelve youth has been functioning.
It was at the August 1 meeting of
the class that the Y.C.L. sent in its
disrupters, but when the Spartacus
members, a8 well as the outsiders,
ingsisted upon gq formal debate
where the differences between the
two organizationg could be deline-
ated, the Young Communist League
found itself in a corner out of
which it could not squirm. After
apologizing for declining a debate,

the Y.C.L. “condescended” to form-

ally argue with the Spartacus be-
fore the Calumet district youth.

Toledo Workers School
Begins Sessions Sept. 4

TOLEDO, Ohio. — The Toledo
Workers School, established by the
Lucas County Unemployed League
later broadening its scope to an
independent non-partisan_ institu-
tion, has just issued its prospectus
for the 1935-1936 term with classes
to begin on September 4.

“While the school,” the prospec-
tus explains, “is non-partisan in
character insofar as it admits all
working class students regardless
of their opinions or affiliations, it
nevertheless is dedicated to the
task of the building of a Workers’
Republic in place of the present out-
moded and decadent capitalist sys-
tem.”

Courses are to be “directed to-
ward assisting working men and
women in the solution of their
problems as derived from their

‘| economic and class positions in

modern society.

A course on the “Hlstory of the
American Labor Movement” will be
givep in two separate classes: Class
1 is to meet on Tuesdays in East
To}edo between 7:30-8:20 P.M. and
Class 2 on Wednesdays in the To-
ledo Workers Hall at the same
time. A course on the History and
Principles of Scientific Socialism:
Class 1 on Tuesdays between 8:30-
9:20 P.M. in Bast Toledo and Class
2 in the Tolédo Workers School on
Wednesdays at the same time.

‘Course 3 is on “Public Speaking

and Parliamentary Procedure on
Tuesdays: 7:30-8:20 P. M. and
Course 4 on Current Events at the
Toledo Workers School on Tues-
days; 8:30-9:20 P.M.

The admission is free to all un-
employed workers and only a nom-
inal fee is regquested from those
employed. Registrations can be
made at 322% Ontario St. the ad-
dress of the Toledo Workers School.

Walter Sukut Dead

Word has come to us of the
death of Comrade Walter Sukut
of Waunbum, N. Dak. He sue-
cumbed @ fow weeks ago to a
‘heart attack. This is the reason
given for his death, but in reality
he succumbed to an illness con-
tracted over & long period of time
working in one of  the Chieago
captalist hell-holes—a red lead
factory. When employed there,
he was given regular physical ex-
amination but at the time of his
last examination in 1930, he was
Iaid off. Undoubtedly, the cancer
gnawing at his vitals had already
progressed far at the time.

Comrade Sukut died a victim
of capitalist exploitation. He was
a sterling revolutionist, active for
years f@n the general working
class and revolutionary move-
ment, and joined the Communist
League of America shortly after
its formation. He remained an
active supporter of the Workers
Party from the time of its form-
ation,

]

OULMarch in Bryan
Ohio Wins Relief

BRYAN, Ohio.—A hundred unem-
ployed workers with their families
marched on the relief office of Wil-
liams, Ohio, last Thursday protest-
ing the inadequacy of the relief and
the starvation that was impending
if the relief was not increased. This
was the largest delegation so far
marShalled in this community un-
der the leadership of the Ohio Un-
employed League. A meeting took
place with Mr. H. M. Brannan, the
relief dirctor, and Sam Pollock and
George Cole of the -Ohio Unem-
ployed League participating.

Mr. Brannan suggested that due
to prevailing ~conditions a man
should work for what he could get.
Some farmers were willing to pay
as high as fifty cents a day, and
Mr. Brannan said that they Should
take it. Sam Pdllock explained that
the American worker had built up
a decent standard of living through
years of militant struggle and that
this was an attempt on tbe part of
the authorities to lower the stand-
ard to that of the coolies. Mr.
Brannan said this was communistic
talk. Pollock replied, that wanting
to eat “was not communistic”.

Only five thohsand dollars has
been the amodnt received for the
month of August, whereas for the
month of July teh thousand had
been granted. The eight hundred
dollars left over was given out for
grocery orders and medical atten-
tion. A resolution was adopted at
the end of the demonstration, for
direct relief, immediate provision
for dental and medical care, for
clothing, WPA jobs at union wages
and supplementary relief to part
time workers.

If this is not granted they will
be back again next week.

Dunne Slugged
InClashinMpls.
Hosiery Strike

(Continued from Page 1)

Once a crowd of pickets broke
through the cops’ line and sought
to prevent the scabs frem entering
the plant. Dunne was singled out
from the pickets near the door of
the factory and was whipped in-
side the plant by the cops. There
he was slugged across the head,
thrown across a table in such a
manner that several ribs were
broken, and then thrown down on
the floor and choked.

Later the police patrol arrived on
the scene to take Dunne to jail.
However the crowd threatemed to
upset the patrol car, so it was taken
away. Finally Dunne was whisked
out the back door by the cops,
thrown into an armored car and
taken to jail. The Local 574 leader
was later transferred to the General
Hospital where his wounds were
treated. After vigorous protest by
Local 574, Ray Dunne was released
late in the morning on bail furn-
ished by the General Drivers Union.

At one time in the melee, a cop
was trying to éscort a secissorbill
into the plant. The crowd surged
around him and the cop drew his
gun and fired a shot, but hit no
one. One of the office workers of
the Strutwear Company, who was
actively herding scabs, was beaned
with a brick thrown by some one
in the crowd. The cops used their
saps liberally in trying to break up
the picket line. They showed more
courage than usual, fortified, no
doubt, by the appearance of the
armored car with its nest of ma-
chine guns.

Farmer-Labor Mayor Sets Record

In the few short weeks that he
has occupied the office of Mayor,
Latimer, the Farmer-Laborite, has
established a record for himself and
his administration. This is the
second time in the past month that
the local police hdve been used to
escort finks into struck plants. A
few Fridays ago Latimer appeared
on the picket line at the Flour City
plant, where an iron workers’ strike
was (and still is) in progress, and
personally escorted some thirty

scabs into the plant with the help

of the police. And now today this
weak-kneed and vacillating policy
again allows the police to attempt
to break another strike. All this
is doubly disgraceful after Lati-
mer’s repeated campaign pledges
not to use ‘the police force for
strike duty. The rank and file of
the Farmer-Labor party is becom-
ing more and more outraged at
these actions on the part of its
standard bearer. As for the work-
ing class of Minneapolis, it is rap-
idly coming to wunderstand what
this kind of a laber program means.
Tom Latimer does everything Bain-
bridge did, and does it more subtly
and therefore more dangerously.

The Scab Parade

At three o’clock Monday after-
noon a crowd of a thousand or
more, together with that many
pickets, gathered in front of the
Strutwear plant. The cops were all
on hand. Down the street were
lined up six armored cars. Sud-
denly a yell went up from the cops
at the side of the plant. The pick-
ets surged toward the yelling. But
the disturbance was a decoy. A
momen{ later the scabs, formed in
ranks of four like so many school
children, began pouring out of the
rear door. Interspersed among
them were the police with their
saps. Hundreds of pickets gathered
on either side of the street and ac-
companied the secissor-bills as they
were marched down the road by the
cops. As the parade went on, more
and more workers joined in the
picket cortege. A more foolish
sight than this scab march hasn't
been seen since the last Shriners
parade.

Girls Used to Protect Men

The employers and the police
adopted a cowardly tactic in the
march. The male scabs were
‘bunched in groups of three to five,
and formed a core around which
fifty scab girls cofled.

In a few minutes thousands of
workers were accompanying the
strike-breakers, booing them and
letting them know what self-re-
specting workers think of scabs who
parade themselves before the popu-
lous in this disgusting fashion. To
an honest picket, each scab in that
line of march must have seemed to
have had around his meck a sign
reading: “I Want to Work for Low
Wages—I Am & Betrayer of my
Fellow-Workers.”

Rvery few feet a picket would

fall in line with the scabs. Sud-
denly he would swing on a male
scab, and the rat would go down.
The cops would rush the picket
who would double back in the
crowd where the police were afraid
to venture. This was repeated
block after block, Traffic was tied
up and the office workers in the
downtown buildings all quit work
and rushed to the windows to laugh
at the sorry sight. The parade
proceeded down Seventh Street to
Nicollet Avenue. Here it was the
intent of the police to escort the
scabs into their rat-hole—Rayton's
department store, chief labor-hating
retail establishment in the North-
west. Hundreds of scabs fled into
the store, the girls, red-faced and
sobbing, being used to protect the
rat-eyed and shivering men. Here
the pickets got in some of their
best work. A score or so had seen
through the scab-herding plan and
were already at the entrance of
Dayton’s, prepared to hold a re-
ception. Many of the male rats
had been spotted and were chal-
lenged in the store and shown what
union men and women of Minnea-
polis think of them.

1t wag doubtless the plan of the
employers to gain public sympathy
by this scab parade. But in their
usual dull and blundering fashion,
they muffed it completely. They
never dreamt that thousands- of
Minneapolis workers would so
thoroughly harangue and ridicule
the march that the tables would be
completely turned. Instead of gain-
ing sympathy for themselves and
their . behavior, the employers and
the scissor-bills are the laughing
stock of the town. Some hours
after this Roman holiday, there
are thousands of pickets surround-
ing the plant. The morale of the
young and inexperienced pickets is
now sky-high based on the support
so generously given them during the
march. It was they, and not the
scabs, who had the entire sympathy
of thousands of working men and
women. For the indecent scabs,
Minneapolis has only contempt.

Roy Weir has been quoted as
saying: “This strike will be won
in the Mayor's office.” To say the
least, this is a fatal notion that
will have to be combatted and
overcome immediately. The strike
of the Strufwear unionists will be
won where all strikes are won: On

the picket line!

This week we sound thq alarm.

| The campaign for the -eight-page

weekly .is lagging seriously. We
are still below one fourth of the
total sum required to launch the
expanded issue. Very.soon the first
issue must appear and it is danger-
ous to delay the collection of the
funds necessary.

Not only is the campaign lagging,
but instead of a continuous rise in
returns on this account, there has
been a drop during the last few
weeks. During the week ending
August 8 we received in contribu-
tions, advance subscriptions, club
subscriptions and greetings a total
off $86.35. During the week end-
ing August 10 the total dropped to
$ 2.60, the week ending August 17
recorded a further drop to a total
of $32.50 and this week the total is
$32.00.

In regard to this situation we
address ourselves primarily to the
party branches. A good many of
them have given us information of
pledges made but the returns have
not come in. The building up of

 the party press, however, cannot

be delayed. If we mean it seriously
a complete change in regard to re-
sponses is necessary., From the
New York district we expect the
lead. Comprehensive plans have
been worked out but they still have
to be carried into actual life.

In the second place we address
ourselves to our sympathizers and
readers.
all vitally interested in the im-
provements planned for our press,
but we also count upon them to
help make it possible by material
assistance.

Contributions received from the
party branches have brought the
Harlem branch up to a point of
close competition with the Boston
branch. The latter still stands at
the amount of $59.50 and the Har-
lem branch this week reaches a

total of $56.38. This brings the
Harlem braneh way ahead of the
other and bigger New York branch-
es. The Harlem branch has a quota
of $96.00 and good prospects of
reaching it seon, The West Side
branch iIs still next imn contribu-
tions made with-a total of $40.00 to
date. Its quota is $105.00. The
Center branch reaches this week a
total contribution of $37.75 and its
quota is $135.00. But the Bronx

‘branch with a quota of $150.00 has

so far collected only $22.50 of this
amount. In contrast to this, the
small Flatbush branch has contrib-
uted $23.00 and it should easily go
far beyond its guota of $30.00. The
other New York branches are still
too far behind in their contribu-
tions to be considered very serious-
ly in the competition and insofar
as the other branches in the coun:
try are concerned no appreciable
change can be recorded since our
last report.

During the week we have re-
ceived” the following amounts:

Contributions

S. Schlesinger, Chicago....... ¢ .50
West Side branch, N.Y.C...... 1.00
M. Spring, Toronto, Canada.. 1.00
Flatbush branch, N.Y.C....... 50
East Side branch, N.YC...... 300
Center branch (XYZ) N.Y.C.. 5.00
Harlem branch, N.YC......... 6.00
Astoria branch, N.Y.C........ 2.30

We know that they are|mi

Total Contributions...... $19.30
Subseriptions (Club Plan)
fidenson, Branx branch...... 1.50
N. 8. branch, Chicago........ 4.00
Rose Casano, Chicago........ 2.00
Semongton, Chicago .......... 3.20

(&
Rose Casano, Chicago ........ 2.00
Previously reported...... $457.96
Grand Total............. $489.96

Let us have more speed in the
campalgn so . that the eight-page
weekly may actually-appear before
another month passes by.

Candy Makers
Strike Hard

By JACK WALTON

CHICAGO, IIl, Aug. 18.—Onmn
Wednesday, August 14, the night
crew of the Crystal Pure Candy Co.
went on strike. The next morning
a picket line was thrown around
the factory and the entire day
crew joined the strike. The strike
started as a spontaneous walkout
against the firing of four men; but
it has since taken on greater aims
than the rehiring of these four
men.

The conditions in the shop were
absolutely unbearable. There were
no regular hours of work. There
was no time off for lunch. Lunch
had to be eaten while working.
There were virtually no sanitary
conditions in any part of the shop.
There was a terrific speed-up. There
was only one licensed boiler engi-
neer. When the night crew went
to work it was locked in until the
next morning. In case of a fire
there would have been a catastro-
phe. And the workers were em-
ployed at starvation wages. Under
the NRA the men had made 40
cents an hour, the girls 85 cents
an hour. All of the girls’ wages
have been cut: Some of the men’s
wages were cut to 30 cents an hour,
Where the wages weren’t cut di-
rectly, the boss began to fire the
old workers and to hire new ones
at 20 and 25 cents an hour, That
was the immediate cause of the
strike. The average wage in the
shop at the time of the strike was
$11 a week.

The strike began to get on its
feet almost at once. .On Friday a
strike headquarters was opened. A
strike committee of 20 is directing
the work. Plans are being laid to
establish a commissary by Tuesday.
The strikers are divided into pick-
et squads with a captain for each
squad, all under the general super-
vision of Berny Londau, chairman
of the picket captains. The squads
go out. at regular intervals. The
gpirit of the strikers is high. The
strike was called jugt when the
bosses had received a large num-
ber of orders, so the spirit of the
bosses is low. On Thursday they
asked for negotiations. As yet very
little has been decided.

The ranks of the strikers are
solid. The company tried to split
the ranks by threatening not to re-
hire the night crew. But the at-
tempt fizzled out completely. With
virtually no cxceptions, all the 250
workers in the plant have signed
up with Local 279 of the Bakery
and Confectionery Worker Interna-
tional Union, affiliated with the A.
F. of L.

The demands of the strike are:

1. Recognition of the union.

2. Rehiring of all the old help.

3. Restoration of the entire
wage cut.

4. A ten percent increase for the
gkilled workers.. This question will
be negotiated, if necessary; negoti-
ations to start before Sept. 15.

Yesterday afternoon a meeting of
the strikers was held. Notwith-
standing a terrific rainstorm, about
200 workers attended. Brother
Topp, of the Joint Board, who is
asgisting the strike, delivered a

long talk on unionism, and the nec-

essity of keeping the entire plant
closed, if necessary by throwing the
entire union membership on the
picket line. A report was given by
the committee that had gone to the
government labor office and the
Chicago Federation of Labor. Bro-
ther Landau made the report for
the strike committee, emphasizing
that there were two warring camps,
te bosses and the workers, and that
the strike must be conducted with
this always in mind. He also em-
phasized the negessity of the strik-
ers depending upon their own fight-
ing power in order to conquer. All
the proposals of the strike commit-
tee were excepted unanimously.

Dillon to Pack
Convention of
Auto Workers

(Continued from Page 1)
popular with the membership. It
corresponds to their interests. The
petrified officialdom at Atlantic
City, however, have more important
matters to worry about than the
demands and needs of the automo-
bile workers. These “labor leaders”
have their own vested interests to
look after. That is why Dillon is
so busy “somewhere in the middle
West.,” That is why the American
Federation of Labor is granting
charters so hastily to newly organ-
ized “large” locals.

Most of the federal unions of the
United Automobile Workers are, as
is well known, in bad shape. Every
attempt at organization has been
deliberately sabotaged by the Dillon
office. It is becoming increasingly
clear why the convention was called
at this time, and why a convention
of the rubber unions will be called
nert month. The executive council
felt that today they are still strong
enough to place their heavy hands
around the throat of an automobile
International; if they waited,
things would perhaps get out of
hand.

Obviously they are not leaving
things to chance. The Dillon ma-
chine is working full steam ahead.
The credentials committee will
probably be able to report quite a
few “large” locals formed “some-
where in the middle west” and re-
ceiving charters just in {ime to
participate at the Detroit conven-
tion.

The progressives are making pre-
parations to fight any steamrolling
tactics of a corrupt bureaucracy.
Their forces are probably still too
weak to dominate the convention,
but they have been effectively in-
noculated’ against the “virus” of
quitting mass unions, because their
leaders betray them. They are
planning to enlarge their numbers,
and strengthen their ranks for the
inevitable battles of the future.

PioneerPublishers

and

PIONEER BOOK SERVICE
(formerly Pioneer Bookshop)
are now located in their new
quarters at
100 FIFTH AVENUE, N. Y. C.
Telephone: ALgonquin 4-4950

Workers Party Booms
Inthe North west

Following up the recent sub-
stantial acquisitions to party
membership jn western North Da-
kota and Eastern Montana, the
comrades west of the Mississippi
have recently recorded another
noteworthy achievement in party
building. Substantial branches of
the W.P. were organized I1ass
week at Albert Lea and Austin,
Misn. Active unionists and agri-
cultural workers are included im
the membership. Writing abom
this development, one of the party
organizers states ppf the new ae-
quisitions: “They are all mill
tant men and women who accept
our program, who are eager te
learn and anxious to follow ths
examples they have seen of work
in other parts of the labor move-
ment.”

White Collar WPA
Workers Protest

A demonstration of eight hundred
while collar workers, who called a
stoppage from noon to 3 P.M., took
place Thursday at the Port Auther-
ity Building. The stoppage was
called by the City Projects Council,
the central projects organization,
against the wage cuts which have
gone through since the projechs
were taken over by the Federal aa-
thorities.

The slogans at the demonstratiom
called for the payment of back pay,
in most instances three weeks be-
hind, the right to sick leave with-
out loSs of pay, recalled when the
projects came under the ‘WPA, and
vacations with pay such as the ad-
ministration has been granted.

A ommittee to see General John-
son reported that he would wsee
them after their working hours, at
five o’clock. The outcome eof the
meeting was to the effect that he
could do nothing, it was gll ap e
Washington. He said that a special
grant had been forwarded from
Washington which would enable
the WPA workers to get 13 dollars
to tide them over till the transfer
from local to WPA was made. But
beware of Generals bearing gifes
from Washington.

Many of the WPA workers in the
Parks Dept. had to be taken %o
work in Department trucks, not
having the carfare to ride to and
from the job. Park Commissioner
Moses reported cases of starvation.
When a park ' Commissiner takes
time oft from his political functions
to make statements to the prese,
even the arrogant General Johneem
took notice amd listened.

READ THE NEW MILITANZR

CHTICAGO PICNIG
Chicago Committes for
Non-Partisan Labor Defonss
SUNDAY, AUGUST 25, 12 Neem
at Ryanw’s Grove
87th St. and Western Ave.
(North-East Section of Grove.
Follow Markers)

What to Attend

Oakland, Cal

Saturday, Auvgust 81, $:30 P.M.—
Attention! Workers in the bay
region. Dancing, enfertainmpnt
and eocial to raise funds for the
8page NEW MILITANT. Jenmy
Lind Hall 2229, Telegraph Ave,
Oakland. Admission 26 cents.

Froe instructions by compelent
musicians in all band insiruments
will be given to all sympathizers,
Young Spartacus and Party mem-
bers. Arrangements will be made
to procure instruments. All In-
terested apply at once $o Morrls
Lewitt, ete., ete.

PAUL LUTTINGER, M.D.
DANIEL LUTTINGER. M.D.

5 Washington Square North
1-2 and 6-8 Except Sundays
and Holidays.

WORKERS
Protect Yourselves Against the
Hazards of Life, Join the
WORKMEN’S SICK & DEATH

BENEFIT FUND OF THE US.
1884-1935

Organized, managed by and for
workers with only one purpose:
to render protection to members |
and their families, and to sup-
port all endeavors and struggles §
for the improvement of toilers. |

About 50,000 members organ- J
ized in 350 branches. Reserves i
$3,400,000.

Death benefit graded accord-
ing to age at entry. Sick benefit
payments from $360 to $900-—to i
men and women, according toj
classes. !

Monthly assessments from 45¢
to $2.20.

For further information apply
to Main Office: !
714 Seneea Avo.. Brooklyl. N ‘!.
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West Coast
Notes

By EARL LANE

PORTLAND, Ore., Aug. 20.—Pac-
ifie coast longshoremen began vot-
ing today on the question of hand-
ling scab cargo from British Colum-
bia ports where the longShoremen
are on strike,

On this question hinges the fate
of the present working agreement
which expires September 30. Notice
of remewal or abrogation of the
agreement was due today but I.L.A.
officials asked for and received a
ten day extension of the time limit.

The Maritime Federation of the
Pacific has already voted to sustain
the embargo.

Action of the Pacific coast execu-
tive board of the I.L.A. headed by
William J. Lewis, in ordering a
referendum independent of the
Maritime ¥Federation can only be
construed as an attempt to split the
ILL.A. away from the Fedegation
and thus materially weaken the
ranks of the maritime unions in the
face of the attacks of the bosses.

» * *
The truck drivers of the Meier
and Frank’s department store,
largest in the Pacific Northwest, are
on strike for union wages and union
recognition.

This establishment has as one of
its partners former governor Julius
Meier, who called out the national
guard at the request of the water-
front employers last summer in an
effort to break the maritime strike.

Portland workers are once again
getting a practical lesSon in the
role of the state through the fact
that a policeman is riding in every
truck that makes a Meier and
Frank delivery in order to protect
the scab driver.

Longshoremen are refusing to
handle any merchandise shipped to
this establishment.

* *

*

Organized labor joined ranks
with the unemployed and the veter-
ans in a militant protest against
the $19 to $94 WPA wage scale, on
Saturday, August 17.

A parade through the main
streets of the city ‘was followed by
a maSs meeting in Plaza Park
which lasted for several hours.

Organizations which participated
in this thrilling demonstration of
the growing militancy and solidari-
ty of labor here in this city were:
the National Welfare eFderation,
affiliated to the ‘Workers Alliance;
Central Federation Againt Unem-
ployment, affiliated to the National
Unemployment Council; Portland
Central Labor Council, comprising
88 loeal wmnions, Veterans Union,
and the Oregon Truckmen’s Associ-
ation. The demonstration was en-
dorsed by the convention of the Or-
egon State Federation of Labor,
which adjourned the day before the
demonstration,

Don’t Get Old in

Missouri

(Continued from Page 1)

was intended it gshould. No doubt
other states will make similar qual-
Mications. The tremendous popula-
tion shifts which have taken place
as a result of seven years of devas-
tating and unprecedented capitallst
crisis will thus play right into the
hands of the boss clasg and its in-
strument, the capitalist state.
Workers who have all the “rights”
accorded to “citizens” under “con-
stitutional” law will find that their
“citizenship” and “constitutional
rights” aren’t worth a damn when
they apply for relief or a share in
the New Deal “social betterment”
plan which capitalism has prepared
for them just as they have found
them worthless in other flields of
clasg struggle.

The labor skates would have us
believe that this starvation program
for the working class aged is so
much better than relief. When a
bare subsistence relief dole is dig-
nified with the title “old age pen-
sion” that is supposed to make a
difference. There is an old saying
that “a rose by any other name is
just as sweet.” To which we would
add that a lemon by any other
name,

Duce Marches
Full Speed to
War in Africa

(Continued from Page 1)
pears that it is acting as a steady-
ing influemce on the iron and steel
markets. The possibilities inher-
ent in a konflict between those
two nations have not been lost on
those close to the trade. Because .
of difficulties in Inancing orders,
Italy, formerly one of the heavi-
est importers of American serap
steel, has been absent from that
market ately. However, it is in-
dicated that the Mussolini gov-
ernment will return here for its
metals—and with funds to fin-
ance its purchases.”

No laws on the books of capital-

ism have as yet been enacted to
keep steel ' manufacturers from
selling their product.

‘War Preparations Everywhere .

Coincident with the events in
Europe and East Africa the U. 8.
military machine is going through
the most stupendous maneuvers
ever undertaken in peace time.
Blue armies equipped with all the

| accoutrements of modern warfare,

ten-wheel tanks, poison gas, radio
cars, bombers, ete. are fighting im-
aginary Red armies in an effort to
test the war time strength and
capacity of the standing army. Aus-
tria is already pledged to stand by
Italy and has declared its readiness
to stave off an attack by Hitler.

The question of utmost impor-
tance is: Can Italy withstand a
protracted and long drawn out
«onflict? Elsewhere in this issue
there is an analysis of the internal
regime in Italy on the eve of the
conflict. The misery of the Italian
masses is unparallelled. The hung-
er belt cannot be squeezed any
tighter. Add to that the horrors of
war and the Italian masses may
yet awaken and take advantage of
Mussolini’s desperate adventure in
Ethiopia and put an end to fasciSm
in Italy foreover. But for that
more than despair is needed. The
masses indeed are desperate. What
is needed is guidance and help from
the outside world.

The Italian Workers Must Act

The cause of the people of Ethi-
opia is the cause of the Italian
laboring masSes. There is no con-
flict between them. Their goal is
the same—liberation from fascism
and imperialism. The Italian pro-
letariat is being armed with physi-
cal instruments of destruction; to
these arms must be added the arms
of revolutionary ideology. Let the
workers and peasants of Italy learn
to use theSe arms against their
own oppressors, their own exploit-
ers—the ruling class of Italy.

It is necesSary to show the Ital-
ian masses they are notelone; that
the international working class will
be behind them in their efforts to
slough off the faScist scourge.
Powerful demonstrations against
fascism must be organized to bring
this mesSage to the exploited of
Italy. In this connection it is nec-
essary to speak out against the
shameful manner in which the So-
clalist party, through its intermed-
iary Valente, has permitted the
united front movement against
Italy’s invasion of Ethiopia to peter
out. The efforts of the Communist
party on behalf of Ethiopia—set-
ting aside days of prayer, etc.—are
too disgusting to be worthy of too
much comment here. The spectacle
of Negro workers breaking up
meetings of working class organiz-
ations speaking in the name of
communism because of Litvinoff's
despicable role in Geneva is Stalin-
ism’s contribution to the Italo-Eth-
iopian dispute.

A mighty united front movement
must be set up to Stem the fascist
march on Ethiopia. The interna-
tional boycott against fascist Italy
must get under way. Time is short.
Speed and decision is necessary. To
the Italian masses we say: Turn
Mussolini’s war against Ethiopia
into a civil war—the enemy is in
your own country.

PUSH THE CLUB PLAN.
SUPPORT THE EIGHT-PAGE

PioneerPublishersMove toNewQuarters
Announce Publishing Program

Pionver Publishers, formerly located at 96 Fifth ‘Avenue, N. Y. C,
have moved to their new and more spacious quarters at 100 Fiffth Ave.'
where they will be better able to devote themseclves to the ambitious
publishing program they have now undertaken.

They plan to isswe an edition

of the SELECTED WORKS OF

LEON TROTSKY, six wolumes.of which are scheduled ffor publication
during 1935-36. The volumes as listed are: 1. The Third International
Affter Lenin., 2. The Stalin School of Falsifieation. 3. Thel Revolution
of 1905. 5. The Revolution of 1917. 5. Seven Years of World Polidies.
6. Problems of the Chinese Revolution—IL.

Also included in the publishing program are the selocted writings
of Franz Mebring and George Plekhanov, a volume on Marxism and
Art and the Selected Correspondence of Lenin,

To fimance this undertaking a

speecial Publication Fund is being

established through the sale of Pioneer Publishers Certiflcates at $10
_each, The holders of Pioneer Certificates, in addition to being contri-
butors to this essential work, plso have an opportunity to purchase
books at low cost. Pioneer publications will be made available to them
at & dlscount of 30 percent and hooks of other publishers at 15 percent.
A prospectus with complete details will be sent on request by writ-
ing ta PIONEER PUBLISHERS, 100 Fifth Avenue, New York Clty

Mussolini Embarks on Campaign Against
Ethiopia to Sidetrack Attention from
Poverty and Discontent at Home

(Continued from Page 1)
world The uynity of the Italian
state was consummated in 1870 un-
der the impulsion of the Northern
industrial bourgeoisie. Because of
its very weak specific gravity the
industrial bourgeoisie could safe-
guard its hegemony and control
over the political and economic life
of the nation only by “authoritar-
ian,” i.e. reactionary, methods. The
regime of Crispis (1887-1896) wit-
nessed the first adventure in Abys-
sinia. The cities and villages of
Italy were still seething: the peas-
ants of central Italy and the work-
ers of the Northern industries were
rising, rebelling against the state.
Crispi was the “strong” man of the
hourgeoisie. He ‘“energetically”
suppressed in blood every insurrec-
tionist attempt. Then came Adowa.
(March 1, 1896). Two Italian gen-
erals, 4,000 soldiers and officers
were killed there, = Others were
taken prisoner. The Neéus Mene-
lik defeated young Italian imper-
ialism. For five ensuing years the
bourgeoisie tried to rule by terror.
After the bloody repression of the
peasant movements in Sicily (1893)
came the repression in Milan in
1898. At the dawn of the 20th
century Humbert the 1st was as-
sassinated by the anarchist Bresei.
A new period opened. Capitalism
was in full bloom. Social reform-
ism flourished from 1900 to 1910.
The “revolution” took the road of
legality. But not for long. The
worker-bourgeois bloc represented
by the reformist-Giolitti bloc lost
its effectiveness. The worker and
peasant masses once more directed
their fire at the state. The revo-
lutionary current strengthened and
developed. This was the period of
Mussolinism, of Mussolini, the
“revolutionary” leader. “Red week”
(June 1914) found Mussolini at the
head of the insurrectionist move-
ment. But with such “leaders”
the movement was bound to fail—
and in fact, it did fail. This was
before the war. From 1915 to 1918
Italy participated in the slaughter.
In 1917 we see Caporetto and the
revolt in Turin against the war.
The revolution was mnot dead.

“Victory” found Italy in complete
chaos. The masses of the North
and the Center once again rose
against the state. Through the
mistakes of the leadership the rev-
olution was once again defeated.
Came Fasecism.

s &

Fascism attributed the cause of
the economic and financial crisis to
the workers’ strikes, the very heavy
taxes, the very high prices and the
misfortune of the peasants, to the
workers also. 'What has it done?
It slashed the wages of the workers
to a level below that of the pre-
war period; it developed the indus-
trial apparatus, but by that it in-
creased the disproportion between
capacity of production and the
possibilities of consumption, there-
by diffusing even further the gen-
eral impoverishment of the popula-
tion. It prohibited the right to
strike, but ‘chaos in production in-
cres.sed at the same time. Taking
1929 as an index, the year when
the last crisis began, production
fell to 70 percent at the close of
1934. In many branches of indus-
try, particularly textile, machine
activity dropped to 40 percent of
capacity. Despite the introduction
of the 40 hour week the unemployed
were far from absorbed into pro-
duction. Even at the end of June
of this year despite the mobiliza-
tion of soldiers and workers for the
Ethiopian adventure there were
more than 700,000 unemployed.

Peasants Impoverished

If one wishes to establish what
Fascism has given the peasants it
is sufficient to take note of the res-
olution passed by the leadership of
the (fascist) Syndicate of Agrarian
Technicians of Trevise.

1) From the agrarian point of
view there is an obvious regres-
slon in preductive activity, par-
ticularly aggravated In recent
years and made obvious by an
inferior cultural activity, a dim-
inishing use of fertilizer, inferior
production and an impoverish-
ment of the offspring in live-
stock; 2) from the economic point
of view, a growing pauperization
and ‘indebtedness of the big and
small farmers on the one side and
of the landed propriefors on the
other, and of a lack of profit in
gtables, twhen there is no loss;
3) from the demographic point of
view, a disproportion between
the Iabor force of the families of
the farmers and the extension of
the Gand, and a lack of equilibri-
um hetween the number of fam-
ilies and the available property,
which is the cause of 687 families
of the province remaiming with-
out land.”

Multiplied by 92—for there are
92 provinses in Italy—the above
figures give a real picture of the
grim misery of Italian agriculture.

The peasant who bad a bit of land

.bank notes or

and who out of fear of “Bolshe-
vism” augmented the ranks of
Fascism in 1921-1922, saw all his
property disappear with the seiz-
ure of power by Mussolini, De-
prived of his bit of ground he is
forced today to beg for his exist-
ence. The same applies to the small
storekeepers and the small manu-
facturers. Fascism has lost its so-
cial props. But the most disturbing
problem for it is the problem of
the youth.

Youth Rebellious

The young generation, raised in
Fagcist surroundings, is demanding
its right to live. Games, sports,
Fascist festivals cannot fill the
belly. The youth, returning home
from the demonstrations, finds nei-
ther bread nor cigarettes and is
forced to demand his place in the
sun. Unconsciously, he is carrying
on the class struggle. Corruption
and disease have gone to such
lengths that Mussolini and his
lackeys are compelled to refer in
their speeches to the “system,” to
“Jeapitalism,” “which has outlived
its usefulness.” But if anti-capital-
ism in the mouth of Mussolini is
only demagogy, the young people
do not stop at formalities; they
demand deeds. And it is not with-
out importance that in the ranks
of Fascism itself, despite the vio-
lent suppression of all class spirit,
anti-capitalist tendencies are every-
where gaining ground. "Fogather
with the old Marxists being sent to
the deportation camps are many
young people who took seriously
the anti-capitalism of the function
aries of the corporations. A new
spirit breathes in the Fascist *jail.”
The young unemployed graduate,
the young worker and the young
peasant absorbed in the search of
a piece of bread, who in the capi-
talist countries where fascism is
only a threat, constitute the source
of eventual recruits which enlarge
the ranks of fascism—in Italy,
where fascism has ruled for 13
years, they can find an issue for
their difficulties and their discon-
tent only on the road of revolution.
The bellicose solution is presented
to the discontented and aroused
youth as the antidote to revolution.
Thus the Italian bourgeoisie is
doubly interested in supporting the
Italo-Ethiopian campaign. 1) be-
cause the latter appears as a pos
gible source of loot; and 2) because
it ofters a “safety valve” for dis-
charging the forces of “revolution”
which once again have made their
pressure felt in Italy.

Capital Frightened
However, capitalism itself is con-
stantly disturbed by this solution.
Where will it lead to in the end?
Will not contrary resulis arise
than those desired? Profit is the
raison d’etre of capitalism. Now,
after thirteen years of fascism, the
Italian capitalist is full of anxiety
for his money. Wasn’'t fascism ¢o
give him peace, and security of in-
vestments? But, he finds, on the
contrary, that the fascism which he
supported and helped to place in
power, is very costly. [Fascism
takes the lion’s share. What more
will it devour? FEvery form of cap-

ital investment gives rise to fear.

among the money holders. Fear of
inheritance taxes turns away in-
vestment in real estate. Similarly,
the fear of taxatioh on dividends
and rendering deeds nominal makes
investments in such fields insecure.
The rate of profits on investments
in Italy, is besides, very low. A
very significant symptom of the
state of mind of the Italian capital-
ist, is found in the fact that from
1928 to 1934 the reserves of the
Bank of Italy fell from 12,106 mil-
lion to 5,832 million liras. That is
to say about 7 millions took flight
abroad before draconian measures
were taken to stem the flight of
gold and currency (arrangements
governing the movement of capital;
defense against exporting money in
in checks; rigid
monopoly of trade in the means of
payment, etc.). Equally sigpificant
is the general fall of state deeds.
The ex-consolidate 5 percent con-
verted by authority into “redeem-
able” at 3.5 percent and which was
88 in’ December feM fo 77 last April
and is now 68!

Are we to believe by this that
the bourgeoigie is withdrawing its
confidence in its fascist “agent”?
Undoubtedly a revolutionary crisis
will not unfold without extreme
manifestations of panic in the pro-
pertied classes. However, we are
still far from that. The bourgeoisie
has not forgotten 1919-1920, it fears
the proletarian revolution at the
same time that it is discontented
with fascism, which costs very
dearly and it already feels the
drain of usury. And that is a
symptom which must be taken into
account in the development of the
situation.

For the present, the. bourgeoisie
and fascism remaln solidly at-
tached to each other. In spite of

everything, the solution by war in
Abyssinia opens a road. But it is
a road which can precipitate a eat-
agtrophe. This eventuality is not
only not excluded but appears very

probable.
* * *

Even Victory Fatal

Even on the supposition that
Musgolini will carry through a vic-
torious war and that this war will
be very brief, from September to
March, the resuits may be very
disastrous for Italian imperialism.
The slipping of the lira, already
begun, will assume a dizzy pace.
Even if the industries are worked
to full capacity for the war, even
if the peasant receives a hundred
percent more for the sale of his
products, the growing devaluation
of the lira because of the growing
inflation which will be necessary to
cover the expenses of the war, will
end by creating a situation which
will come very near to that in Italy
in 1919-20 and that in Germany in
1923. The wages of the workers,
the salaries of the employees, fear-
fully reduced by thirteen years of
fascism will be utterly incapable
of meeting the feverish rise in
prices (although war operations
have not yet begun, the prices of
fruits and vegetables have already
risen 100 percent). The peasant
also, in exchange for his products,
will receive money which depreci-
ates from day to day. And then,
in order to pillage the Abyssinian
territories, it will be necessary to
impose draconian measures on the
entire nation so that speculation,
which is protected by fascism and
even nourished by it, will not fail
to’ garner its profits. The famous
queues known in the last war will
form again before the stores. Strikes
will reappear. They are already
reappearing.

But the war will neither be short
nor very easy. Abyssinia, which de-
feated the troops of Crispi, will not
fail to offer a very hardy resistance
to Mussolini’s troops. The difficul-
ties Italy will face in fighting Eth-
iopia are enormous if one considers
that it will take place in a territory
where the Abyssinian mule is the
best means of conveyance. There-
fore, it can be foreseen that the
economic, financial, political and
social repercussions of the Italo-
Ethiopian conflict will be a thou-
sand times more serious and acute
in the interior of Italy.

If one considers only the first
reactions to the mobilizations of
Mussolini, it is to be foreseen that
the hostility of the people towards
the bandit war in Abyssinia will
become much greater when the

operations begin.
* * *

Populace Panicky

The fascist press would have us

' believe that there is enthusiasm for

war in Italy. Nothing could be
further from the truth. Here is
what a correspondent from Italy
writes in an emigre periodical
(Nuovo Avanti, July 13, 1935) on
the state of mind of the masses in
face of the war:

“Enthusiasm is conspicuous by
its absence . . . while calls to ser-
vice are confined to the centers of
Italian mobilization, opposition to
the war has not assumed in gen-
eral the forms of rebellion except
in isolated cases. In Forli, for
example (Mussolini’s home town),
the women attempted to prevent
the departure of the reservists;
there were also an Iimportant
number of deserters, who were
easily captured, and also some
violent opposition to public force.
In Cagliari (where Mussolini
came .in person to deliver a
speech) a reservist committed su-
icide because he 'was refused per-
mission to visit his sick wife. The
barracks mutinied and it was
necessary to use bombs and tear
gas to iquell the mutiny.

“Many desertions took place in
South Tyrol, with attempts at
assassination; but here,” the cor-
respondent notes, “there exists a

" strong Hitlerite movement, the

kind that would come from this
district, hut must be analyzed
from another standpoint.

“The reservists called to ser-
vice, hoth officers and soldiers,
showed, the most obvious signs of
rebellion when they were about
to leave for Eastern Africa.

“A clear symptom in the mew
situation in the Italian army can
be seen in the negligence in ex-
ternal formalities between officers
and soldiers!! A great disregard
of discipline is rife ~among the
volunteers. The chaotic composi-
tion of these corps, in which in-
dividuals of the most varying
ages and the most diverse physi-
cal constitutions are thrown to-
gether, has made the antagonism
between the army and militia very
acute.

“The militha (faselst) has
stirred up a lively resentment
against itself In the population

Italy Alive with Unrest on Eve of Afrlca Conflict

Congress Passes Harmless
Social Security Program

because of its undisciplined acts

and its vandalism.

“Besides, a state of constant
vigilance is being born. Rumors,
often exaggerated, are ecurrent
on the sanitary eonditions among
the troops in Africa. No one be-
lieves the official reports. Though
in fact, the latter proclaims hu-
man losses from unimportant ail-
menis as true.

“This state of mind agitates
the fascist regime, which is seek-
ing by every means to stifle news
and rumors. They have banned
all publicity to mournings caused
by the Abyssinian adventure. In
Tarin, for example, they forced
a merchant to remove a notice
carrying the legend: ‘Closed be-
cause of sons in Abyssinia’ The
communications of death are now
laconic and read as follows: ‘It
has been communicated that your
son (or husband, etc.) is de-
ceased. . . .> In a note there is a
warning not to give publicity to
the news.”

It fascism fears publicity of a
few deaths from sickness in Afriea,
what will it do when the list of
dead stretches out once the opera-
tions begin? For we are inclined
to believe that the Abyssinians are
also good shots. They have dem-
onstrated that very well in 1896 in
Adowa. In the wars conducted by
‘‘democracies,” the so-called ‘free
press” had this advantage over
fascism: it could deceive its read-
ers who believed even in its lies.
The fascist press is “suspect”: the
people do not read it and do not
believe it. This is an enormous
disadvantage for fascism in a war.
A dispatch made with the aim of
quieting the populace gives rise to
vigilance and agitation. This is
very significant for the application
of the attitude prevalent among the
Italian masses; an attitude of dis-
trust which will end with violent
explosions. In the degree that this
state of mind tends to become gen-
eral and active, it can transform
itself into a truly revolutionary
spirit. The strength of fascism
arose especially from the inertia of
the masses pulverized by violence
and terror. Fascism, by the war
in Abyssinia, itself is about to give
the masses the opportunity lost for
years of communicating among
themselves and of feeling and
wanting the same thing at the same

‘time: the fall of the regime.

A Vanguard Needed!

What is lacking to prepare, to
orient, to guide the masses seeking
another road than the bellicose so-
Iution of fascism and capitalism,
their road, a revolutionary road, is
an organized vanguard.

The party of the proletariat, the
Communist party constituted at
Livorno in 1921, has been reduced
to complete impotence under the
blows of the fascist reaction and
Stalinism. The Socialist Party, the
old party of Turati, has been re-
duced, in emigration circles, to a
fragmentary carcass. In the emi-
gration circles the fragments of
both the Italian Stalinist and So-
cialist parties have constituted, as
a reflection of what is happening
in France, a “pact of unity of ac-
tion.,” But this ‘“pact” remains
without real importance for the
masses in Italy. The lack of an
organized vanguard, the political
and organizational liguidation of
the Commaunist party indubitably
represents the weakest side of the
Italian situation. On the other
hand’ it cannot be separated from
the international situation.

The task of the Italian Marxists
today is a double and a single one:
the struggle for the constitution of

the Italian and international party

of proletarian revolution.

To aid the Ttalian masses defeat
fascism we must throw all our
forces in the balance for the defeat
of Italian imperialism in Abyssinia.
That depends on the Italian masses
in the interior, on the active and
conscious opposition which must be
organized in the interior -against
the war, but it also depends on the
cooperation of the infernational
proletariat.

Without the victory of Hitler in
Germany, Mussolini today would
not have been able to embark on a
war foday. A working class policy,
a revolutionary policy, today, in
London, Paris and Moscow can be
of tremendous assistance to the
Italian masses in reforming its
batallions of world revolution. But
it weuld be futile to expect this
cooperation from the two dead In-
ternationals, the Second and the
Third. We must appeal directly to
the working class of these countries.
And we can and we must do it only
in the name of the Fourth Inter-
national. Such action. will open a
way into the hearts of the Italian
workers. It is not without signifi-
cance that the only initiative in or-
ganizing the international boyeott
of imperialist and fascist Italy at
the outbreak of war in Abyssinia
has eome from the Bolshevik-Lenin-
ists. ‘The banner of Lenin today
bears the name: the Fourth Inter-
national.

(Continued from Page 1)
possibility of emasculation by the
Supreme Cour{ remains. Thirdly,
the increased costs of production
may always be passed on to the
consumer. Fourthly, new machin-
ery, more intensive methods of pro-
duction to keep down the cost of
social legislation for the employer,
can and will be resorted to.

In any cas the taxes will be com-
paratively small, 8 percent of the
payroll for unemployment {insur-
ance and 4 maximum by January
1, 1949, of 3 percent for the old age
pension system. The exchange of
a few million dollars in social Se-
curity benefits for a cut of billions
of dollars in the wage bill is decid-
edly “good business.” Let Ma Per-
kins, Eleanor Roosevelt and the
rest of the social workers have a
fling. Finally, as experience in
other ecountries has conclusively
demonstrated, it is always possible,
as the capitalist crisis intensifies,
to effect a cut in the munificent
benefits due under these social in-
surance programs.

Perkins Waxes Eloguent

It is important to note the phil-
osophy back of this legislation. 1t
is based on the concept that the
present “revival” in business, the
upturn on the stock exchange ete.
is the beginning of a real capitalist

boom. In a feature article in the
New York Times Frances Perkins
states:

“The cost of social security will
be comparatively small for some
years to come. This was deliber-
ately arranged by the committee
for the President in order that
the incidence of tax might be
gradual, as business and workers
will be paying this tax in the
early years of recovery from de-
pression and before the full pros-
perity level has been reached.”

She becomes positively eloquent
in painting the figure of the U. S.
under liberal capitalism.

“The foundation has heen laid.
On it will be reared a structure,
through the experience of the
years to come, which will prove
a haven for the nation’s wage-
earners in times of economic dis-
tress and when they become old
and feeblee It will be a refuge
also for widows and dependent
children. In achieving such re-
sults it will likewise benefit all
employers and investors by pro-
moting and stabilizing mass par-

chasing power.”

The intelligence displayed by eco-
nomists, business men, workers and
Congress in the passage of this leg-
jslation and “the intellectual cour-
age and human insight of the Pres-
ident” have brought “a renewal of
faith in the possibilities of life i
this great nation as broad as a con-
tinent.”

Of course, as per the formula of
liberal capitalism, this prosperity is
to be made “permanent and real”
by achieving a balance of consump-
tion and production by “the promo-
tion and stabilization of mass puor-
chasing power without which the
preSent economic system cannot em-
dure.”

No Revival at All

The fatuous exponents of liberal
capitalism continue to hold forth
this hope and doubtless in many
instanees actually to believe it
themselves, in spite of the real facts
about the present “revival” of busi-
ness, ete. as set forth, for example,
in the statistics of the U. 8. Dept.
of Commerce itself, These indicate
that there was an increase of about
5 bliions in the national income for
1934 as compared with 1933 but
when relief wages are eliminated
the 'net share of labor in 1934 was
only 64.2 as compared with 65.5 in
1933. This does not take account
of the faet that prices during the
period rose as fast or even faster
than wages so that the real wages
of labor have decreased.

According to the same report the
dividend and business profits rose
sharply from $7,365,000,000 to
$8,103,000,000 etween 1933 and 1934.

Wage earners in 1934 received
only 52 percent of their 1929 in-
lome, Property owners received
61.4 percent and men in business
for themselves 65.2 percent of their
1929 income. Thus all the indica-
tions are that both earned and un-
earned incomes above §5,000 are
going dp and that incomes below
$5,000 are going down.

Nothing has taken place in these
closing days of Congress to cause
any change in the program of the
masses of workers and farmers,
namely, Fight against the Roosevelt
vage-cutting program, against the
ertire WPA set-up, s..galnst fake
social security, for substantial pro-
tection against the risks of sick-
ness, accident, old age and unem-
ployment, at the cost of employer®
and government. ‘Above all, organ-
ization to achieve power gnd thus
to end, before it inflicts still fur-
ther misery upon the masses, a Sys-
tem whose most liberal and human-
itarian expounents can do no better
than the Roosevelt “social security”
program.
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Shame!

Through the Daily Worker we are informed
that Litvinoff. representing the Soviet Union
in the League of Nations’ Council voted for
the resolution to dismember Ethiopia. based on
the 1906 robber treaty between Italy, Britain
and France, “not because the Soviet Union ap-
proves of this treaty, but because the resolu-
tion contained a clause pledging Mussolini not
to resort to force while the matter was pending,
and thus set up an obstacle—no matter how
small—to the fascist war plans.”

And how is the world to know, we might ask,
that the Soviet Union—or more correctly, the
dominant Stalin regime—does not approve of
this treaty? Where would be the place to pro-
claim this fact if not exactly where the last of
the independent African republics pleaded its
case? But that would not have been possible,
says the Daily Worker because: “All Council
resolutions have to be adopted unanimously.”
And so, the representative of the Workers’
Fatherland joined with the imperialist brig-
ands from the thieves kitchen at Geneva to
offer Ethiopia the choice of assassination of
suicide.

This closes the first chapter of the recent
maneuvers for new imperialist conquests. It
unfolded behind the scenes as well as at the
front doors of the League of Nations charac-
terized by Lenin as an insurance policy in
which the victors mutually guarantee each
other their prey. Mussolini replied with an
emphatic NO to all the “generous” offers ad-
vanced by Litvinofl in his capacity as chair-
man of the Council. Now Mussolini is about
to cast the die: opening up the second chapter
of actual warfare for the enslavement of Ethi-
opia.

Through the maneuvers making up this first
chapter stands out most glaringly the shame-
ful role played by Stalin’s representative at
Geneva: equalized only by the revolting hypo-
crisy of a MacDonald or a Henderson.

Litvinofl voted for the resolution based on
the imperialist robber treaty at the Council
meeting held in July. But did this resolution
“set up an obstacle to the Fascist war plans?”
Or was Stalin correct when he asserted that
“if the Leaguec is even the tiniest bump some-
what to slow down the drive toward war and
help peace: then we are not against the
League?” Obviously: history has again refut-
ed Stalin. The League was not an obstacle
and could not be an obstacle. On the contrary,
decomposing, due to the impact of imperialist
contradictions, the League furnishes today on-
ly a cover for the vile games of bourgeois dip-
lomacy in search for military allies to peepare
the new slaughter. Mussolini, adamant in pur-
suit of his prey, used the League to help
break down the competitive resistance of
Britain and France. Stalin’s representative,
covering himself with the glorious name of
the workers’ fatherland, became a partner to
this deceitful game.

This action of Litvinoff is not a mere inci-
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dent for history to note and pass on to the .

order of the day. It must be understood as
one link in a whole chain of policies pursued
by the present day leaders of the Soviet Union.
And it is fraught with dangers and treachery.
Naturally this system of politics can have
nothing in common with the example of the
first victorious proletarian revolution, that
still lives in the memory of the masses. In
Lenin’s time no doubt could ever be possible of

the fact that the workers’ republic: and that

alones championed the right of self-determina-

tion of small nations. Toward the brigands
of imperialism the Soviet Union maintained an
attitude of implacable hostility and it pro-
claimed this attitude in words and deeds.
Lenin had no objection to accepting pota-
toes and arms from the imperialist brigands

when the Soviet Union was in need so long as|]

this furthered the cause of the world revolu-
tion. In general there could be no objection
to any endeavors of the Soviet government to
utilize the antagonisms in the camp of the im-
perialists or even to make certan concessions
of expediency. But the fundamental objective
must remain the furthering of the proletarian
revolution. For Stalinism this fundamental
objective no longer exists. It has turned
Lenin’s formulz into political solidarity with
the brigands of imperialism.

From the very beginning of the chain of
events that have characterized the Stalinist
foreign policy of the Soviet Union we sounded
the alarm. The reliance on pacts with the
bourgeoisic and the entry into the League of
Nations could only arouse false hopes in the
working masses. New illusions of reformism
replaced the revolutionary objectives and
served only to disarm the proletariat. From
that position there was only a short distance
to the final approval of the national efense of
French imperialism as expressed in the Franco-
Sov.et pact. Viewed in this light the actions of
Litvinoff at Geneva with regard to the planned
fascist plinder of Fthiopia hecome entirely
clear. This action was in perfect harmony
with the foreign policy of the Soviet bureau-
cracy which is also the actual leadership of
the Comintern. From the position of revolu-
tionary internationalism characteristic of Len-
in’s time has now emerged the servile social
patriotism of Stalin.

s = =

Now the war danger is advancing with seven
league boots. This remains the life and death
question for the masses of the people every-
where. It is the crucial test for all groupings
and tendencies within the working class. The
empty chatter about the League of Nations
being an obstacle to fascist war plans has been
blasted to the skies. Only the application of
revolutionary methods of struggle against war
can be of real significance.

It is necessary to draw a line and draw 1t
sharply. Between the treacherous policy of
solidarity and unanimity with the. League
Council coupled with alliances for national de-
fense on the one hand and the Marxist position
on the other no compromise is possible. For
Marxists the slogan remains: the enemy is in
our own country. War is inherent in capital-
ism and thé struggle against war is unthink-
able without the struggle against one’s own
imperialism.

Of courses the Soviet Union is threatened in
this developing war situation. But it would be
an idle dream to place any hopes for its defense
on the diplomatic games at Geneva or on mili-
tary alliances with bourgeois powers. At the
first opportunity these powers will strike their
own most favorable military alliances and turn
with full fury upon the Soviet Union.

As war approaches we sound the alarm once
again. We emphasize: There can be no com-
promise between the policy of national defense
and the position of struggle for the overthrow
of the bourgeoisie by revolutionary assault.
The former can lead only to a repetition of
the shameful betrayal of 1914. The real strug-
gle against war must proceed in implacable an-
tagonism to all these forms of social patriotism
and against the purveyers of these bourgeois
illusions, the Social Democrats and the Stalin-
ists.
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having got into the automobile,

might use it and the firearms for
Our compromise

EThey HaveOne Teacher} ew obberics). Gur_compromine

ialism was such a compromise.

By HENRY THURMAN
“We have a uniform program
for socialism, the strategy and
tactics of the world revolution;

maneuver.

“But when the Mensheviks and

on the face of it a good Leninist| Socialist-Revolutionaries in Russia,
But Lenin specifically | the Scheidemannists (and, to a
warned: there are pacts and pacts, | large extent, the Kautskyists) in
| and we are able to tell the differ-|j Germany, Otto Bauer and Friedrich

ene fortress, the Soviet Union;
one world party, the Communist

International; one teacher, the

great Stalin.  (Tremendous ap-

plause, demonstrations, cheers and

singing.)” Chinese Representa-

tive at Seventh World Congress.
* * *

1t is a strange batch of rookies
that Stalin and Thorez have drafted
to the service of their French al-
lies; no less than Lenin, Marx and
Kngels are whipped into line under
" the tricolor to rally the communist
proletariat in defense of Laval's
brand of culture.

The world has long grown accus-
tomed to seeing Jesus Christ's ser-
vices borrowed for the endorsement,
in tarn, of Church politics, monar-
chy, democracy, pacifism, imperial-
ism, socialism, and of late—anti-
semitism ; so we suppose that there
should be nothing startling about a
mere secular leader’s being utilized
for divers strange purposes long
after his death.

The Stalinist pundits solemnly
assure us that Lenin made pacts
with the imperialists, and therefore
the present Franco-Soviet pact is

ence between a principled compro-
mise and a traitorous capitulation.
“Today, when 1 hear our tactics
in signing the Brest-Litovsk treaty
assailed, for instance, by the So-
cialist Revolutionari~s, or when 1
hear. a remark .such as that made
by Comrade Lansbury in conversa-
tion with me: ‘Our British trade
union leaders say that if it is per-
missible for the Bolsheviks to com-
promise, then it is permissible for
them also,” 1 usually reply first of
all by giving a simple and ‘popular’
example: ’
- “Imagine that your automobile is
held up by armed bandits. You
hand them over your money, pass-
port, revolver, automobile. In re-
turn you are spared the pleasant
company of the bandits. That is a
compromise beyond all dubt. ‘Do ut
des’ (“I.give” you money, firearms,
automobile, “so that you give” me
the opportunity to depart in peace.)
But it would be gdifficult to find a
sane man who would declare such
a compromise to be ‘inadmissible on
principle,” or would proclaim the
compromiser an accomplice of the
bandits (even though the bandits,

Adler (let alone Renner and Co.)
in Austria, the Renaudels and Lon-
quet ad Co. in France, the Fabians,
the ‘Independents’ and the ‘Labour-
ites’ in England, in 1914-1920, en-
tered into compromises with the
bandits of their own bourgeoisie,
and sometimes with those of the
bourgeoisie of the ‘allies, against
the revolutionary proletariat of
their own country, all these gentle-
men acted as ‘accomplices-in-band-
itry.” (Left-Wing Communism.)

But why waste our time on these
outmoded instructors of the past,
when they have been so. adequately
replaced as Wan Min bluntly points
out in his speech proposing the liq-
uidation of Soviet China and form-
ing of a coalition government:

“We have a uniform program for
socialism (in one country) . . .

“One fortress, the Soviet Union
(reputedly two, until the very hour
of Wan Min’s address!) ...

“One teacher—STALIN!”
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The Comintern Goes Back to Kautsky

Stalinist 7th Congress Throws Overboard All the Teachings of Marx
and Lenin on the State and Internationalism

-

By JOHN WEST

In 1928, the Sixth Congress of
the Communist International met
to record the triumph of Stalin
over the Marxist opposition, to
consolidate the abandonment of in-
ternationalism, and to prepare for
the utilization of the C.JI. in the
years ahead.more and more directly
in the reactionary interests of the
Stalinist bureaucracy and against
the interests of the world proletar-
iat. Seven long years of disaster
have demonstrated in the labora-
tory of history the role of the C.L
under Stalin: the structure which
once stood dynamically at the head
of the revolutionary movement has
become solidified as the organizer
of defeat, the agent of betrayal.

When an instrument which the
working class has forged in the
heart of its struggles, to serve its
needs, abandons its progressive
function and turns against the
class that formed it, the working
class cannot merely cast it off as a
snake casts off its old skin in the
new Spring. The instrument re-
mains, and remains not as some-
thing dead and abandoned, but ac-
tively, as a weapon turned against
its maker. Veiled with the glitter
of former triumphs, it becomes a
will-o’-the-wisp te turn aside great
sections of the working class from
the Marxist road, to confuse, blind,
and sterilize them. Just so the
Comintern. If it were merely dead,
it could be forgotten. But it is not
dead. It remains, with all its cor-
rupting power still hidden to many
by the coating of early glories, a
tremendous obstacle on the path of
the working class. The Seventh
Congress meets, not to chant the
death of the C. I., but in a desper-
ate effort to patch up the rotting
structure and thus to raise the bar-
rier still higher across the path.
This is the real meaning of the
Seventh Congress: it meets, not to

organize victory, but to consolidate

its position as an obstacle, to at-
tempt to prepare the last stages of
the sacrifice of the .international
working class to Stalinism.

The Flowers of Stalinism

1t is, therefore, not surprising to
note, in the reports of the Congress,
the incredibly low political level of
the “discussions.” No effort what-
ever is made, or could be made, at
serious political analysis. No op-
position on any question is present.
No eriticism of the past—even such
a past—is suggested, beyond mild
scoldings about “sectarianism” or
“over-zealousness” in the applica-
tion of the C.I. line. Not one lesson
is drawn from the world shaking
events of the past seven years. Not
one negative vote is recorded
against the official resolutions. Any
vitality still remaining in the del-
aegates is devoted to 20-minute ova-
tions for the ‘“great leader and
teacher of theé world proletariat”
and frequent singing of the Inter-
nationale, But it must not be sup-
posed that this takes away from
the significance of the Congress.
Rather does it make clear the signi-
cance. It is only in such a soil
that the flowers of Stalinism can
bloom.

* * *

The key to the significance of
the present Congress can be given
in three quotations from the pro-
ceedings:

(1) “The victory of socialism
on a world scale in a brief historic
period is assured if peace is main-
tained, thus making possible new
victories of socialism in the U.S.
S.R.? (Pieck, quoted N. Y. Times,
July 29).

) “ .. Now tne working
masses are not chaosing bhetween
the proletarian dictatorskip and
bourgeeis demoecracy but between
bourgeois democracy and fascism”
(Dimitroff, quoted Daily Worker,
Aug. 15). )

“(3) “In the presemt situation
‘how should the toiling masses of
Czechoslovakia fight for peace
against fascism? They must fight
with all means at their disposal
for the preservation and deepen-
ing of friendly relations between
Czechoslovakia and the USSR,
for the carrying into practice the
mutual assistance pact between

Czechoslovakia and the S. U.”’
(Sverma, quoted Daily Worker,
Aug. 19).

The Poison Spreads

The political content of these
guotations must be carefully under-
stood. They are theoretical ac-
knowledgments of progressive steps
in the degeneration of the Comin-
tern which have already been taken
in practice. Launched on the tracks
of “socialism in one country,” the
C.I. could not leave it at that. For
the poisoning of one cardinal point
of Marxian principle—in this case,
revolutionary internationalism —
meant that the poisom would
spread throughout the system. In
the end no point can be left un-
tainted. The gbandonment of in-
ternationalism is not a minor “de-
viation” which can be merely *cor-
rected.” It is a repudiation of
Marxism. And it involves success-
ively the repudiation of every other
cardinal principle of Marxism.
These quotations mark major
stages in the spread of the poison.

Quotation (1) states briefly the

theory of socialism in one country,
the keystone of the arch of Stalin-
ism, What follows? Peace must
be presérved. What then follows?
The sections of the C. 1. must be
converted into peace propaganda
agencies each sacrificing the inter-
ests of its national proletariat to
‘the construction of socialism in the
S. U. What follows? The interests
of the Chinese, German, Austrian,
French . . . workers must be be-
trayed to Soviet nationalism. The
cause of the proletariat will be ad-
vanced and the 8. U. defended not,
as Lenin demanded, by the over-
throw of bourgeais states, by the
drive of the. international revolu-
tion, but by (a) “the independent
construction of socialism in the S.
U.” along with (b) the preserva-
tion of the status guo throughout
the rest of the world in order to
permit this socialist construction.
That means, the preservation of
the bourgeois governments, in their
present relationships, in power, for
only such preservation can maintain
peace. Not international revolu-
tion, but pacifism and diplomacy,
the classic “balance of power”
methods of bourgeois politics, will
protect the 8. U. and the construc-
tion of socialism.

The Inevitable Conelusfons

Quotation (2) draws the correct
conclusion: Granted the basic line
of socialism in one country, which
prevents international revolution,
for the sake of maintaining the
status quo, the choice of the prole-
tariat in this era is not between
proletarian dictatorship and bour-
geois democracy, but between bour-
geois democracy and fascism.
Therefore, the working class is led

Democratic theory best stated by
Kautsky. No question of principle
can be more important: only by the
clear and constant recognition of
the class nature of the state, of
the fact that the bourgeois state in
every form is its mortal enemy and
must be destroyed, can a revolu-
tionary party sustain a correct
strategy in the class struggle. Any
watering down whatever of this
principle means, necessarily, be-
trayal.

Two Sources of Degeneration

C. 1. degeneration on this point
from two directions:

(1) “Defense of the democratic
rights of the workers and toiling
masses” is, under all circumstances,
a correct revolutionary slogan; and
leadership in such defense is an
elementary duty of the revolution-
ary party. But how defend these
rights, for example, when they are
threatened by the oncoming of Fas-
cism? The Marxist answers:
They can be defended only by the
offensive revolutionary struggle for
workers’ power, only by the class
organization of the workers, the
fighting proletarian united front,
the building of the workers’ militia,
the overthrow of bourgeois rule.

For this correct slogan and the
correct method of carrying into
practice, the C. 1. Congress substi-
tutes—“The defense of bhourgeois
democracy against fascism” (ef.
Pieck, “we defend parliamentarism
and democracy against fascism”
Daily Worker, July 27; Gorkitch,
“Real united front work has re-
cently begun (in Jugoslavia). Its
aims must be to establish a united

anti-fascist people’s government

New Signers for the Open Letter

Ed. Note: We print below the first additions to the signatories of
the Open Letter to the World Proletariat, declaring for the Fourth
International and giving their assent to the establishment of a Provi-
tional Contact Committee which will facilitate this activity, The first
letter is from the Cooperative Society of the Friends of the New Age,
an independent French organization with strong influence in the trade
unions and the Socialist Party. The second ilefter of adherence is
signed by comrade Vereeken for the Internationalist Communist

League ' (Trotskylst) in Belgium.

This is likewise an independent

group. as we go to press we are in receipt of a copy of “Spartacus,”
organ of this group, which contains extended comment as well as their
signature to the Open Letter. We will reprint sections of their com-

ment in a forthcoming issue. .

& ® »
Paris, July 29, 1935
Dear Comrade,
We have received your docu-
ments concerning the Fourth In-
ternational and our reply follows.

We are indeed sorry that these |

documents came somewhat late,
since our leading .committees have
been disorganized due to the va-
cation period and we fear that
we will not be able to send you a
‘motivated answer lefore a fort-
night.

At any rate, we can say now
that, for us, the question of the
foundation of the Fourth Inter-
national is inseparable from the
question of the principles and the
methods of the bhuilding of so-
cialist economy as the first act of
the revolution accomplished by
the seizure of power.

Qur opinion, formulated after
exhaustive conferences, is t¢hat
the deieats suffered by socialism
and the Third International flow
from the fact that the socialism
of the Second or of the Third has
not yet found the method of dem-
ocralic realization of economic
construction after the revolution.

We believe that new disasters
are inevitable if this question is

-

not studied immediately. We can
say to you today that although
we are ready to adhere in the
founding of the Fourth Interna-
tional, we would consider our ad-
herence to be futile unless the
problem which we have indicated
is placed on the agenda immedi-
ately. 'We will submit our pro-
posals on this subject. We deem
it necessary to point this out to
you and we beg you tom ake this
known together with the fact that
our publications are. at the dis-
posal of any of the groups which
you may indicate,
Please recelve, dear comrade,
our fratermal greetings,
(signed) GEORGE VALOIS,
Administrative Secretary.

The following is the letter of
comrade Vereeken in the name of
his group on the subjeet of the
Open Letter:

“To the L S. of the L.C.L.: Re-
ceived your document. An affirm-
ative answer has been elaborated
and is now being examined by
the comrades of our organization.
The reply will be sent and pub-
lished in Spartacus.”

(signed) G. VEREEKEN.

to support of bourgeois democratic
governments, if only these govern-
ments ‘‘promise” to support the
“peace policy” of the S. U. In other
words, abandonment of internation-
alism logically leads to abandon-
ment of the Marxian theory of the
state, which holds that the bour-
geois state is wunder all circum-
stances the political instrument of
the bourgeoisie and consequently
on all occasions the irreconcilable
enemy of the proletariat and its
party.

But with things as they are,
peace may not be preserved even
at this price. Again, therefore,
with iron logic, the necessary con-
clusion is drawn in quotation (3).
To “carry into practice the mutual
assistance pact between Czecholso-
vakia and the 8. U.” means precise-
ly to support the bourgeois govern-
ment of Czechoslovakia in war
against Germany; and, since im-
perialist powers—notably Czecho-
slovakia’s ally—France — will be
involved in such a war, to support
likewise French imperialism. Thus,
abandonment of the Marxian the-
ory of the state leads, just as in-
evitably as it led Social Democracy
prior to the last war, to an aban-
donment of the Marxian position on
war, to social-patriotism, and pre-
parations for the betrayal of the
proletariat of France and all other
nations which happen to be, for
their own purposes, in alliance
with the 8. U., to the war makers.

* * *

I wish in the remainder of this

.article to demonstrate further the

extent to which the C. 1. has aban-
doned the Marxist theory of the

state and has accepted the Social-

which will support the Macek gov-
ernment if it takes the necessary
firm steps against fascism.” (Daily
Worker, Aug. 14.) But this means,
in effect, support of the class enemy
—for a bourgeois democratic gov-
ernment is, like a fascist govern-
ment, simply one form of bourgcois
class dictatorship. To support the
class enemy under any circumstanc-
es means always to weaken one’s
own forces, to disarm the proletar-
iat both materially and ideological-
ly. It means to do precisely what
the Social Democracy did in Ger-
many, where. its support of the
democratic Weimar government
prepared the way for Hitler.
Bourgeois Democracy and Fascism
It is of course true that the
question of -what “kind” of bour-
geois dictatorship — democratic or
fascist—is not indifferent to the
proletariat (as Pieck stated in his
opening address). But what the
proletariat is interested in keeping
or gaining is not bourgeois demo-
cracy as against fascism,” but cer-
tain of the rights which the prole-
tariat still has under democracy
and loses under fascism. However,
the democratic rights themselves,
when threatened by Fascism in the
era of the decline of capitalism,
can be kept only by a revolutionary
struggle, only, that is, by the over-
throw of bourgeois class rule in
whatever form it appears, and the
establishment of workers’ rule.
Bourgeois democracy, left to itself,
“defended” by the proletariat, nec-
essarily is transformed by finance-
capital to fascism; and thus the
defense of bourgeois
far from protecting democratic

rights, is the sure way to guaran-

We can trace consequences of the

democracy, |.

tee the victory of fascism, and the
concomitant loss of actual demo-
cratic rights. The only defense of
democratic rights in the present era
is the revolutionary struggle for
socialism,

Thus the C. I. doctine can serve
only to weaken, disarm, and disor-
ient the proletariat, to prevent the
real struggle against fascism.

2. The United Front is of course
an indispensable tactic in the rev-
olutionary struggle. But the Unit-
ed Front must be aggressive, mili-
tant, fighting, an instrument by
which the revolutionary party
gains leadership over the masses,
joins the working masses in com-
mon action, with no sacrifice of
program or principle. On occasion,
the United Front can even include,
as subordinate allies under working
class leadership, sections of other
@dlasses. But the C. I, after sabo-
taging throughout the Third Period
every kind of United Front, now
reverses itself to sanction a United
Front policy even more disastrous
than no policy at all. “The prole-
tarian United front and the anti-
fascist People’s Front -are closely
connected with each wother by living
dialectics,” says Dimitroff, “and the
development is from one to the
other.” This theme js repeated in
50 speeches at the Congress—e.g.
Lenski: “The immediate perspec-
tive in Poland is the broadest Peo-
ple’s Front becoming a decisive
factor in the maturing revolution-
ary crigls, . . .»

What is this People’s Front,
which is to include “all anti-fascist
dlements”? It is the logical devel-
opment of the C. I. conception of
a proletarian United Front as car-
ried out, for example, in France.
The United Front is, for the C. I,
to be purely negative and defensive
in character—against war and fas-
cism, in defense of—bourgeois de-
mocracy against fascism. The
united front represents not a fight-
ing structure for common struggle
in action, but a capitulation to
social-democratic reformism. Con-
sequently it ,is only natural that
the United Front can “broaden
out” into a People’'s Front includ-
ing Daladier and the others, whose
“anti-fascist” character is shown in
their rapid efforts to hide when-
ever they smell a fascist.

The “People’s Government”

3. To complete the picture: The
defense of- democracy and the
People’s Front both, again quite
logically, lead to—support of or
entry into a “People’s government”
or a “united anti-Fascist govern-
ment.” Upton Sinclair himself
would feel at home at many of the
sessions of the Seventh Congress.
A government of the new Labor
Party in the U. 8.; affiliation with
the British Labor Party in Great
Britain (c¢f. speeches of Foster,
Browder, Dutt, Pollitt); Florin
“favors. the slogan: Give us a gov-
ernment of the anti-fascist People’s
Front” (Daily Worker, Aug. 7);
Gorkitch will support the Macek
government ; - and Dimitroff, “great
helmsman of the Comintern,” sums
up “the new realism”: “ .. a re
nunciation of the formation or sup-
port of the government of the
united fromt or People’s . Front
wohld he impermissible pedantism.”
Dimitroff’s dialectics go further. In
flascist countries, “where a bour-
geois-democratic revolution devel-
ops, a people’s front government
can become the governmemt of a
democratic dictatorship of workers
and peasants.” And the latter, no
doubt, a workers’ dictatorship, and
so to socialism in two countries.
And the whole process, mind you,
by dialectic evolution, without the
painful tasks of revolutionary class
struggle.

‘What wonder, then, that we shall
be asked to support the mnext im-
perialist war? Do not Dimitroff
and the others prove to us that
support of democratic France and
England and Czechoslovakia is the
high road to socialism?

And what wonder, then, that so
often during the Congress there is
mention of organic unity with the
Social Democracy? Kautsky him-
self went no further from ILenin on
the key question’ of the state, on
the key slogan, ‘Class against
class’; and it was here that there
arose the dividing line that called
for the formation of the new party
and the new international — the
Leninist International. The Sev-
enth Congress turins back, back to
Kautsky and his fellow renegades.
There is no longer any real obstacle
in basic principle to keep Social
Democracy and Stalinism apart.
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