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Textile Strike Debacle |

By JAMES P. CANNON -

The great general strike of the textile workers, which raised the
whole insurgent movement of labor to a new height and stirred the
workers everywhere with its mighty sweep and militancy, has come
to an inglorious end—defeated and shamefully betrayed by the lead-
ership of the U.T.W. and the upper crust of the A. F. of L.

In the history of the American labor movement it would be diffi-
cult to find a more cruel example of the evil role of the “labor lienten-
ants of the capitalist class” and the heavy price the workers must
pay for allowing them to hold the leadership of the unions. Incom-
petence, cowardice, and, at the crucial moment, outright treachery——
these are the contributions which McMahon and Gorman, pushed from
behind by Green and Co. made to the strike from the vantage point
of the leading staff.

THE STRIKE SETTLEMENT

To call the ending of the strike a settlement is to rob the word
of any meaning. The whole report of the Winant board, stripped to
its essence, was nothing more than a promise to look into the griev-
ances of the workers. And not even that was accepted by the bosses.
Without that, without even an agreement to reinstate the strikers, the
leaders called off the strike at the peak of its strength and abandoned
the workers to the savage reprisals of the mill owners. 'Tens of thou-
sands of workers, unionized for the first time and staking everything
on the struggle, have been left in the lurch by their leaders and locked
out of the mills by the bosses. A terrible introduction to the trade
union movement for them; a terrible warning for all of what the
present leading staff of the labor movement will be capable of in the
greater tests to come if they are not thrown overboard in time.

The executive council of the A. F. of L. cold bloodedly isolated
the textile workers, refused to move a finger to provide funds to feed
them-—millions could have been raised in the trade unions at the
scratch of a pen by Green—and devoted themselves exclusively to
machinations to get the strike ended at any cost. These scoundrels
fear the mass struggles of the workers no less than the bosses fear
them. A militant labor movement, drawing great masses into action,
is incompatible with their rule. They aim to crush this movement
and restore “peace” in the relations between labor and capital, even
if it is the peace of the breadline ‘and the graveyard for the workers.

RANK AND FILE L*SARMED

What is most remarkable and outstanding in this tragic situation
is the proof on every side that the rank and file of the textile workers
were without any means of resistance to the perfidy of the leadership;
that the millions of other trade unionists, who were inspired by the
magnificent struggle and wished to aid, were powerless to make a
move. Black reaction and cynical treachery are enthroned in the
labor union machine. The mass discontent at the bottom, generating
enocugh energy in these years of crisis to blow the bureaucratic ma-
chine to bits, and the whole system of exploitation along with it,
semains without organization, without program, without leadership.
The Greens and Gormans rule the movement and ruin the most heroic
struggles because there are none to challenge them.

The fearful textile strike debacle follows the tragic experiences
of the auto workers, the steel workers, the San Francisco general
strike, and other movements of insurgent labor in 1934 which have
been turned into bitter defeat. They all ery out the same warning:
The insurgent movement must be organized; it must work out its
program and find its authentic leadership. The heart of this program
must be an unrelenting struggle against the labor agents of the
masters who sit on top of the trade union movement. The insurgent
leadership must be dedicated to this 'struggle as a part of the struggle
against the bosses and the National Rund Around.

Forces for a mighty left wing and progressive movement in the
trade unions are not lacking. The crisis years have created the con-
ditions for its emergence on a wide scale. Every new treachery of the
bureaucracy prepares new recruits. What is lacking is a conscious,
unifying and guiding nucleus which alone can organize the mov‘ement
and provide it with a program. . What is lacking is a revolutionary
party. )

The Stalinists perform all the functions of a party in reverse
order. Where organization of the vanguard is needed, they disorgan-
fze. Where clarity is required they sow confusion. Even the weap(?n
of denunciation—the sword of Lenin against traitors—is blunted in
their hands. They crack their voices in slandering honest Oppon.ents;
when they try to screech against real betrayers their stock of eplflxgts
is exbausted and they are too hoarse to be heard. As for the som_ahst
«Militants”, they belie their name by their silence in the face of the
black betrayal of the textile workers. They have not yet learned to
eriticize the traitors. Will such people lead a fight against them?

A NEW VANGUARD IMMEDIATELY

No! The workers need a new revolutionary party. Cven a vgn-
guard organization of a few thousand, if it understands the trade union
question and penetrates deeply into the mass movement, can become
the crystallizing agent for a colossal progressive movement in a short
time. The times are favorable for the launching of s_ucl.l a party. Its
program has been worked out in the years of principled struggle
sgainst revisionism and reaction. Sufficient forces are at hand to
make a beginning. As the two most important independent groups,
the American Workers Party and the Communist League bear a heavy
responsibility. It is their duty to get togeth-er'and set the hew move-
ment into motion. The tragedy of the textile workers is another

warning against delay.

Youth Unite Against Fascists

System
Endangered

In New York

Once again the unemployed re-
liet structure of the city of New
Yurk broke down, throwing thou-
sands of desperate workers to the
mercies of conniving politicians
and banks demanding their pound
of flesh. But poorly-fed, badly-
clothed, destitute human beings are
not to be trifled with. The capi-
talists and their Hunkeys know
that jobs or relief must be forth-
coming or the jobless will take
matters in their own hands—indi-
vidually or collectively.

After a bitter tight the city ad-
ministration adopted a three point
program to raise fifty million dol-
lars. It calls for a tax of 1/10 of
one percent of gross receipts of
business in excess of $15,000; a city
tax amounting to 13% of the Fed-
eral income tax, additional to il
present income tax; and a munici-
pal reliel membership association,
which is a disguised public lottery.

The Chamber of Commerce and
other business organizations are up
in arms. They will not stand for
it. They propose a 2c levy on sub-
way and other fares. They want
to pass the burden of maintaining
the jobless on to the workers. In
the meantime the unemployed are
organizing for the fight.

A review of the unemployment
reliet situation in New York City
will give one a picture of the ef-
forts of the crisis upon the work-
ing class and the problems of a
new permanent army of millions of
unemployed. More than one mijl-
ion workers are on the relicf list,
one family out of every seven in
the city. Mr. Hodson, head of the
Welfare Department, estimates the
number will inerease to two mil-
lion by the end of the year. Over
500,000 families are obtaining re-
lief in one form or another. The
demand for relief increases at the
rate of 1,500 daily. New applicants
for relief are skilled workers and
professional men. Many workers
from these categories have been
unemployed for years and having
used up their savings and are now
torced to apply for relief.

In  September, about 123,000
heuads of families were on work re-
lief, and the Bureau of Homeless
and Transient were lodging over
4,000 a night, which is only a small
part of the workers who need
shelter. Considering the addition-
al number of unemployed who are
not on the relief list in any form
and you have a vast army of un-
employed whose morale is being
lowered unless they find their way
out through active struggle.

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, S

Jobless Will
Demonstrate
November24th

Five years of c¢risis and unem-
ployment have wrecked the homes
and lives of millions of unemployed
workers and the coming sixth win-
ter promises to be the most miser-
able of all. Millions are on the
brink of starvation, forced to sub-
sist on miserable relief pittances.
Unless the unemployed organize
and battle with greater determina-
tion and militancy than ever before
the boss class and their government
will slash the present dole into
ribbons, and with it will go wage
cuts for the employed.

Several unemployed organiza-
tions of the United States held a
two day conference in Chicago and
elected a Committee of Action
which is calling upon all unem-
ployed organizations of the c¢oun-
try for a united demonstration on
November 24. Organizations par-
ticipating in this conference in-
cluded the National Unemployed
Leagues, Illinois Workers®  Alli-
ance, Federation of TUnemployed
and Emergency Workers of Amer-
ica, Ft. ‘Wayne Unemployed
Leagues, Minneapolis Central Coun-
cil of Workers and organizations
trom Missourd, Wisconsin, Florida,
ete.

The Committee of Action calls
for a demonstration throughout the
nation before city and county re-
lief boards on Saturday, November
24. At the same time a committee
representing  the nation’s unem-
ployed will present their demands
at Washington.

The demands follow:

1. Pending the pussage of Un-
employment Relief, direct cash re-
lief at the rate of $10 a week for
single persons, $15 a week for a
family ot two, and $4 a week for
cach additional person be paid.

2. PPubli¢c works to provide work
for the unemployed upon the basis
of $30 per week for 30 hours, with
the payment of skilled workers at
union rates.

3. That the Lundeen Unemploy-
ment Insurance Bill be enacted.

4. That the right of all workers
on public works to organize and
engage in collective bargaining be
eranted.

- 5. That representatives of or-
ganized unemployed before relief
adwministrators be recognized.

6. That Tederal adequate disa-

bility compensation on all public

projects also to and from jobs be
provided.

7. That all war funds be turned
over for unemployment relief.

The unemployed workers, toge-
ther with the organized employed
workers must make this a powerful
demonstration,

party and a new International.

conviction.

Our forces have grown.

to our arsenal.

FORTHENEWPARTY

(Appeal of the National Committee, Communist League of America)
A year ago, after the full force of the German debacle had been
clearly registered, and the respousibility of the Second and Third
Internationals for the triumph of IFascism no less clearly established,
the Communist League proclaimed the need for a new revolutionary

All that has transpired since that time has only served to confirm
the correctness of that position, and we repeat it today with firmer
More, we have reason to hope that the idea of a year ago
can become a reality in the near future.
that a beginning can be made to give organizational form to the idea
of the new party in America, the first section of the Fourth Interna-
tional in an important capitalist country.

The Militant has doubled its circulation.
We have added a monthly theoretical magazine, the New International,
The Spartacus Youth have acquired a national organ-

We are sure in any case

P e

Sponsored by the Young Peoples
Socialist League, a united front
conference was held in New York
City last Thursday to consider a
counter-demonstration to the Yan-
kee Stadium pageant planned as a
greeting to 300 Italian Fascist stu-
dents. The invited organizations
jncluded the Young Communist
League, the National Student
League, Student League for Indus-
trial Democracy, the Communist
Youth Opposition, and the Sparta-
cus Youth League.

Prior to the conference the
Young Communist League had sent
a letter to the Y.P.S.L. (published
in the Daily Worker of Sept. 27,
1934, under the head “Y.C.L. and
Y.P.8.L. Take Step for Joint Ac-
tion”) clearly stating that the in-
vitation of the Lovestoneites and
the Spartacus Youth League places
“fnsuperable obstacles in the way
of achieving unity”. Their scurri-
lous attacks on the “Trotskyites”
are once again repeated. In fact
it is only the latest step in a sys-
tematic campaign - of the Y.C.L.
against the Spartacus Youth. The
Young Worker (Sept. 25, 1934) de-
votes a great deal of space to ex-
plaining why the Y.C.L. cannot
make a united front with the
“Trotskyites”. :

While the Y.C.L. absented itself
from the conference, the National
Student ILeague sent observers..

The latter, at the opening of the
-meeting, explalned why they could

not participate in the united front:
the N.S.L. and the S.L.I.D. had
already made arrangements for a
demonstration on October 12th
(which the S.I.1.D. delegate de-
nied) and the Y.P.S.L. had barred
the participation of the Y.C.L. by
inviting objectionable groups—the
Lovestoneites and the S.Y.L.

The stammerings of the N. S. L.
delegate to questions on the state-
ment showed that the National Stu-
dent League which denies its Stal-
inist character refused to partici-
pate in the united front because of
the presence of the Lovestoneites
and Spartacus Youth League.

Ben Fisher of the Y.P.S.L. re-
plied to the N.S.L. by stating that
when his organization made the
offer of united front they had good
reason to believe that it would be
accepted by the Y.C.I.. In Belgium,
the Yipsels, the Y.C.L.. and the
Trotskyist youth formed a united
front: In Spain the Communist
party recently joined the wunited
front which includes the Socialists
and the Trotskyists.

The Spartacus Youth League sub-
mitted a statement on the Y.C.L.
refusal to join the united front.

Despite requests that the N.S.L.
remain as observers they stated
that they had no proposals to make
and saw no reason for staying.

The conference then proceeded to
discuss the draft of the united front

(Continued on Page 4)

ization. We have taken part in strikes and mass activities and proved
our mettle in them. Our circle of sympathizers and our influence in
other movements have expanded. From every standpoint we are in a
stronger position and surer of our future than we were a year ago.

In addition, while drawing the line dividing us from reformism
and centrism more sharply, we have consistently sought to find a
basis of cooperation and a common standpoint with other independent
groups. In the case of the Gitlow group we met with failure due to
the inability of this group to take a firm principled position. Discus-
sions and negotiations and experiments in practical cooperation with
the American Workers Party, on the other hand, were more fruitful.
We hope that the negotiations now pending will result in an early
fusion of the two organizations. This will make the formal organiza-
tion of the new party possible.

It is our desire to contribute our full share to this historic enter-
prise. Not only ideas but material forces as well. The stronger the
Communist League, the stronger the new party at its inception. We
must devote the coming weeks to an intensive campaign of organiza-
tion and agitation to prepare the way for the auspicious launching of
the new party. By building the League we are building the founda-
tiong of the new parly.

This present campaign has two parts:

First: Build up the organization. Systematically canvass all
sympathizers and ask them to join the League now. Appeal for new
members at every meeting. Organize the membership drive in every
branch under the slogan: Recruit Every Sympathizer into the League!

Second: Raise a new party fund. Provide the organization with
the means to increase its activities, strengthen its press and send
organizers into the field. Every member should make a special sacri-
fice. Affairs should be organized to raise funds. Sympathizers should
be asked to contribute. “New Party Certificates” in the amounts of
one dollar anc five dollars are being printed. Buy them and sell them.
Let us redoubhle our activities, strengthen and tighten up our organ-
ization in preparation for a leap forward.

We are going to call the roll in this campaign which, we hope,
will be the prelude for the definite transformation of our organization
from a propagauda circle iuto a political movement. Sign your name
to the roll call with a contribution and send it to:

THE MILITANT,
144 Second Avenue,

New York City.
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Blackshirts a
Challenge to
N.Yil_._qbor

Three hundred and fifty Italian
university students landed in this
country last week. They are Fas-
cist students, sent by a Fascist
government to show us the ‘“mar-
velous” results of Iascist training.
Let us consider a few facts about
them.

The Italian universities are not
scientfilc  institutions; they are
Fascist propaganda  institutions.
The professors must all take an
oath of loyalty to Mussolini before
they may teach; all their teachings
are censored; to criticize the gov-
ernment means to be fired and
jailed. The middle class youth is
taught tu believe in the brutal re-
actionary “theories” of Mussolini,
and to prepare to take its part in
the oppression and persecution of
workers, which alone enables Ital-
ian capitalism to continue its ex-
ploitation of the Italian masses.

Parrots Not Students

The students must belong to the
Fascist Student Groups, where they
are under the orders of the Fascist
party. On this trip to the U. 8.,
they are under the orders of Gio-
vanni Poli, a FKascist brigand and
tyrant. Most of the students, en-
tirely without independence, are
satisfiod to repeat like parrots the
vicious nonsense taught them by
their corrupted professors. Should
any student dare raise a question,
he is expelled from the university,
beaten and  tortured, perhaps
jailed.

These students are qualified to
do three things. In the first place,
they can tyrannize over oppressed
workers. Secondly, they are *“‘pa-
triots”, that is to say, they are
trained to tight to detend Italian
capitalism against foreign capital-
ists and Italian workers. Their
organization publishes a newspa-
per: its name is “Book and Rifle”.
The third thing these students can
do very well is to live well off the
products of other people’s labor.
In return for their *“patriotic” ser-
vices, they get fat jobs and free
trips to the U. S.—on money sweat-
ed out of the wretched masses of
Italinun workers and peasants.

Fontamara’s Challenge

Just as they arrived there is be-
ign published a novel called Fon-
tamara, written by an Italian, Ig-
nazio Silone, and forbidden in
Italy. While the Italian students
are here trying to tell us how won-
derful life is under Fascism in
italy, we can read Silone’s true
picture of the misery of the Italian
peasantry today. These Fascist
students are going to visit many
universitics where American stu-
dents friendly to the labor move-
ment will be in contact with them.
They should be confronted with a
copy of Fontamara wherever they
go. Let these students know we
are aware from Fontamara and
other sources of the truth about the
foul and brutal regime in their
couutry.

It is interesting to note that the
Italian Fascist students were re-
ceived at New York’s city hall by
Mayor ¥. H. La Guardia. This
“liberal” gentleman, who the other
day had no time to attend a dinner
of the Italian local of the garment
workers, delighted to honor the
spawn of the labor-hating, murder-
ous Italian Fascists!

On (Columbus Day this band of
Faxcists will attend a celebration
at Yankee Stadium. A good time
to let them know what the workers
think of them! What was charac-
teristic of Columbus-—an enqguiring
mind and indomitable courage—is
foreign to Fascism; their minds
are against inquiry on principle;
for courage they substitute bestial-
1ty.

Down With Mussolini!

Our comrade, Leon Trotsky,
hounded and persecuted by every
government in Europe, cannot en-
ter this country. Are we to be si-
ient while these 350 parasitic Fas-
cists tour around the country,
spreading their poisonous propa-
ganda against the workers’ inter-
ests?

It would be well if many labor
organizations were to unite in a
counter -idemonstration. Liberals,
Socialists, Communists, trade un-
ionists are being tortured in Italy
today by the thousands just as they
are in Germany. The Communist
League, for one, is ready to par-
ticipate in a united anti-Fascist
demonstration on Columbus Day.

It is not enough to publish ar-
ticles in radical papers. Let us go
into the streets on Columbus Day
and demonstrate against Fascist
oppression and militaris;n and
against those who are “honoring”
these Fascists here!

JOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE

Gre

On October the first the Fifty-
Fourth annual convention of the
American Federation of Labor will
be held in San Francisco. This
convention comes upon the heels of
the Frisco general strike. The eyes
of the nation will be focussed on
the convention and its outcome. The
class conscious workers well re-
member that it was William Green’s
role in the Frisco strike that helped
the bosses break the strike. It was
Green who issued the statement of
opposition to sympathy strikes.
And in spite of their strike-break-
ing role in the Frisco strike Green
and Company come to this city as
leaders of the American labor
movement.

This clearly reveals to the class
conscious workers that one of the
main tasks confronting us today,
and the task which determines our
road to the masses is the extension
of left wing influence in the trade
unions.

Meets After NRA Period

This convention meets affer a
storm period under the NRA. All
the promises offered labor under
the NRA have turned into rain-
bows. In its major aspects, Nira-
ism has not fulfilled its objectives
and has broken down. While the
labor skates meet in Frisco, Presi-
dent Roosevelt and his administra-
tion are reorganizing the NRA from
top to bottom to save what they can
to enable the NRA to continue
creating a more favorable basis for
cartels and monopolies, eliminating
the small producers, and tightening
the grip upon labor. In this
sense the NRA work to date has
been a success. But as an instru-
ment to bring back prosperity, to
bring order out of capitalist chaos,
to revive the basic industries, and
to start a new era of capitalism, the
NRA has failed.

What will the labor leaders in

A.F.L. Leaders
Plot Against
Food Strike

BULLETIN

The cafeteria strike conducted by
local 302 of the A. F. of L. has
spread to practically every union
house in Manhattan and the Bronx,

The Restaurant Owners Associ-
ation is doing its utmost to break
the strike. Information which
leaked out of the offces of the As-
sociation’s lawyer, Mr. Shapiro,
confirms the fears of members of
Local 302, namely: that J. Kearney
and W. Lehman, both International
Vice Presidents, reached an agree-
ment with the Association to lock
out afl the workers belonging to
Local 302 and sign new contracts
with a local to be known as local
304 at wages of $25 per week for
countermen and $14 for girls. $3
will be deducted from this princely
sum for meals.

To smash the strike and get local
302 out of the way, Kearney and
the Association decided to close the
doors of every shop where a strike
is in progress and reopen under
new names. Many cafeterias have
dalready closed in the Bronx and
muny moere will close tonight.

At the Navarre cafeteria, where
a strike was in progress, the In-
dustrial Union pulled out the un-
skilled help belonging to their un-
ion and the bosses were forced to
close the establishment,.

Thne fight now taking place is
against a new wage cut demanded
by the bosses. The union, on the
other hand, is demanding the re-
storation of a five dollar wage cut
they took a year ago.

‘Whether or not local 302 wins
the strike depends on the militancy
of the strikers who are still in high
spirits. And also on whether Local
802 car smash the sell-out agree-
ment between J. Kearny and the
Association.

THE NEED FOR THE FOURTH

INTERNATIONAL
Lecture by

MAX SHACHTMAN
fditor of New International
Sunday, October 21, 8 P.M.

at Bronx Free Fellowship
1591 Boston Road, Bronx

(Corner Suburban Place)

. in Contro
as A.F.L. Convention

OpensinSanFransisco

Left Wing Lacks Clear Program and
Capable Leadership

PRICE 2 CENT

couvention say about this? What
will they say about the fulfilllzent
of Section Ta in the auto settle-
ment, the steel settlement, and now
the textile strike settlement—to say
nothing of the strike movements
that have swept the nation in two
gigautic waves, with indications
that a new and higher wave is on
the horizon.
Fakers Lie About Facts

These conservative lubor leaders
cannot tell the truth about this.
Their very existence as  “labor
leaders” depends upon their skill
in Iying about these facts, their
ability to coufuse the issues and
make the NRA scheme of suppres-
sion look like an instrument for the
workers’ salvation. They will speak
about its shortcomings and criti-
¢ize the NRA—not for the protec-
tion of the workers—but in order
to obtain more posts in the NRA
and on the Labor Boards.

One thing is sure. The reaction-
ary leaders will confront more op-
position in the present counvention
than they have had to contend with
for a long time. The opposition is
net yet an organized, conscious re-
volutionary force. It is a new
progressive opposition to the reac-
tionary leaders and their policy.

The New Opposition

This opposition came into being
under the impact of the new devel-
opments in the American labor
movement : the changing class re-
:ations, the prolonged crisis and
unempleyment, the Kuropeatizstion
of the American workers, the in-
crease in the number of semi-skilled
workers brought into unions for the
first time, the precarious position
of the skilled workers as the basis
for the reactionary control of the
A. F. of L., and the new develop-
ments under the NRA.

The most negative element in the
opposition forces are the Stalinists
and their false policy. These meth-
ods have had disastrous effect upon
communist activity in reactionary
trade unions. It the Stalinist poli-
¢y in the trade union movement, to
say nothing of their general policy,
had been swept aside by the Amer-
ican Communist movement the pre-
sent opposition would be a full
grown power instead of a move-
ment in its infancy. It is a force
which is feeling its way along and
will have to learn through its own
mistakes and will have to retrace
many steps already covered, thanks
to Stalinism.

Opposition Is Heterogeneous

A firm erystallization of this new
progressive opposition has not been
established upon a national scale.
The Stalinists are attempting to
make up for lost time, but are still
mainly on the outside looking in.
The Socialists, in the main, and es-
pecially the right wing, have played
a reactionary role. The New Lead-
er in a recent issue even defends
William Green against the posi-
tion of the Left socialists.

This opposition to the reaction-
ary leaders has developed in strug-
gle. It has placed its main empha-
sis on strike struggles as a means
to obtain its objectives under the
NRA, and has contended that the
unions will obtain gains to the ex-
tent that they are able to force
recognition. In carrying out this
policy these new opposition and
progressive forces run counter to
the class collaboration policies of
the leadership and sooner or later
a clear-cut struggle between a pol-
icy of class struggle and class col-
laboration will develop in the qif-
ferent unions. In the auto work-
ers’ and in the steel workers’ strug-
gles these tendencies could be seen.

Incipient Revolts

The opposition to the leaders de-
veloped, but was not strong enough
to gain its ends. In the auto work-
ers’ union the opposition forces did
not crystallize until after Green’s
sell-out, and then assumed the dan-
gerous form of a split, in which
company union influence appeared.

In the steel workers’ struggle the
rank and file committee took the
power out of the hands of Tighe
and Company, but was outmaneu-
vered.

In the textile strike the opposi-
tion to McMahon brought on the
strike, They had to fight the lead-
ers every inch of the way, but thc
horse-trading of Rieve, the social-
ist, weakened the strike struggle
before it started and enabled the
reactionary leaders to control the
strike and betray it at the oppor-

(Continued on Page 4)



PAGE 2

THE MILITANY

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1934

1 r——r

REVIEWING
THE NEWS

Bayonets and the General Strike

“National Guard Bayonets Open
Georgia Mills"—headline in capi-
talist press. Bayonets can't run
looms, but hunger can force the
weaker, less determined strikers in-
to the mills. The failure of the A.
¥. of L. to support the strike with
relief under such conditions is as
much a part of strikebreaking as
the National Guard itself.

L] L] L

“Preparedness”

Sales of tear gas—vomit gas and
machine guns increased 5 to 10 per
cent due to the textile strike. "“We
only sell to corporations when the
local police approve.”—“Would you
sell to labor organizations?'—"We
received no requests from labor.—
testimony before the Munitions
Commission. The A. k. of L. fukers
tavor war preparations by the Un-
ited States, always with the cxcuse

“other governments are armisg.
We must be prepared.” That ar-
gument, even if granted, should

mean that these same gentlemen
should have spent some of their
fat treasuries to equip strikers so
that they would be able to mect the
enemy on equal ground. Against
machine guns and vomit gus—the
workers need, machine guns and
vomit gas.

® & ¥

Itching Palms—Police and Clergy

That a munitions salesman had
the N. Y. police “in the palm of his
band” indicates that besides rack-
eteers, bootleggers and open shop
bosses, munitions makers also
crossed the itching palms of New
York's “finest” with gold. That’s
another little item made public by
the munitions inguiry. Whenever
and wherever any probe is made
into graft, crime and wholesale
murder, the whole capitalist sys-
tem, its coercive and persuasive
arms are shown reeking with graft.
Praying to God with Indians in the
evening and selling gas bombs and
gas “billies” in the morning was
the double role of the Rev. I'aul
Young, Christian Alliance Misxion-
ary to Equador and brother of
John W. Young, munitions manu-
facturer. Or was it really a double
role? Christian prayers (opium) to
befuddle the minds, gas grenades
to ruin the body. Both are weap-
ons of imperialism in enslaving co-
lonial peoples.—His card: “Rever-
end Paul Young, Christian Alliance
Missionary, Representing God and
the Munition Company. Prayers
and Poison Gas Our Specialty.—
Please glve a few pennies to Chris-
tianize the Heathen.,” And such are
the forces of “good government”,
of “law and order”, the “spiritual
forces of our nation” which must
be saved from Communism by
armed drunken Legionaire morons.

L ] x x
The “Red Joiner”

One of our readers has come to
our rescue when we were faced
with a shortage of copy and sub-
mitted the following poemn:

* ® ®

l1chabod Blechedick Wallingford
Cohen

Was a Stalinist victim who was
constantly goin,

From meeting to meeting

Of this or that Org,

At the end of a year

He was fit for the Morgue.

He paid dues in the Party, the T.U.
U.L.,

The Workers Theavter and A.F. of
L.

The Toothpick Designers,

The Freiheit Vereiners,

The 14th Street Miners—

He joined them as well.

He was one of the prancers

Ot Harlem’s Red Dancers,

He just missed getting into

The fighting Red Lancers,

But nothing distressed,

He flocked with the rest

To the Bolshevik Band of the Ban-
ning of Cancers.

With Father Divine who embodied
the Lord

He joined in the Group for Foster-
ing Ford,

Every day for the
garner his sub
And ‘get crediteq for it at the Pel-

ham Bay Club.

Worker he'd

On every vacation
Some new Federation

He joined with a greeting, a shout,

and a whoop,

And despite his neuritis,
Lumbago and Croup,
He joined with the

Progressive Group.

Haircurlers

He faithfully joined with the S.M.
1.0,

The League for Defense of the Es-
kimos, too.

Like a good proletarian,

He turned vegetarian,

There was hardly an ontfit he did-
n’t go through.

At each demonstration

He made his donation,

And uttered the slogans he learned
in the book.

For the first Earl of Browder

He would shout out still londer,

And there wasn't a paper which
he didn’t took.

Mellon’s
Stolen
_M_illions

Every once in a while the demo-
cratic mask behind which capital-
ism hides its face, slips and we see
straunge things.

Iror example, take the case of
Andrew W. Mellon. XNot so long

1go Andrew Mellon was “Ameri-
ca's greatest Secretary of the
Treasury since Hamilton”. ‘Today,

in one of those periodic reform
waves that the U. S. goes through
every tew years or so, Andrew
Mellon has a tax suit tiled against
nim by the present administration.
‘he tacts revealed in the govern-
ment’s brief against Mellon will
astound only those who have never
looked into such doings before.

In 1931 Mellon deducted $5,672,-
180,95 from his taxable income on
the grounds of a business loss in-
curred in selling Pittsburgh Coal
Co. stock to the Union Trust Co. of
Pittsburgh. Now that, to the or-
dinary citizen sounds fair enough.
After all, you can’t tax a man for
money he nasu't got. But there is
a catch in this oune. ¥or upon in-
vestigation it turns out that the
Union ‘I'rust Co. is controlled by
Mellon and his brother, so that
when Meloln sold Pittsburgh Coal
Co. stock to the Union Trust Co.,
he sold it to himself and no actual
stock or money transfer was in-
volved.

The process did not end there,
however. A few months later the
unwon Trust Co. sold the same
stock to the Coalesced Co. for much
1ess than the stock was worth,
upon iuvestigation, lo and behold,
Mellon had again sold the stock to
himself, for tne Coalesced Co. was
composed oft only three stockhold-
ors; Meilon, his son and his daugh-
ter, aund was organized as a family
holding Corporation to avoid gift
and inheritunce taxes. And so
(here it stands. The Mellon family
still owns the stock and has saved
itself a milion dollars in taxes, the
government is out a million or so,
and we, that is we who are unem-
ployed or are on relief, have that
much less to feed our children
with.

Onc¢ has to bear in mind that
during all these transactions Mel-
lon was Secretary of the United
States Treasury and tbat at the
same time there sat on the NSenate
Finance Committee, Senator David
A. Reed, triend and attorney for
Mellon. “These men were respons-
ible for the collection of taxes,
many a poor man's house or farm
was taken away for non-payment
of taxes. There is no evading the
law for a poor man.

Yet for themselves and for their
¢lass, men like Mellon discovered
pleuty of lawful ways of evading
the law. “The investigation of the
senate Banking Committee into the
National City Bank and the Mor-
gan house certainly bears this out.

One would suppose that the “New
Deal” administration could collect
these back taxes of Mellon, Mitch-
ell, Morgan, etc. and place these
men where they belong, behind
pars. No such thing! For though
we may be living under a democra-
cy, it is a capitalist democracy and
as such, our law is capitalist law.
Mellon after all did nothing un-
tawful, and the Grand Jury did not
even indict him. And indeed, ex-
cept for a few scapegoats thrown
out as a sop to the public, the net
result of all the banking investi-
gations has been nothing much.

The most amusing sidelight on
the Mellon case is the attitude ex-
pressed by the Post, New York's
most liberal paper. After deliver-
ing a smashing editorial indictment
against Mellon and the whole Hard-
ing-Hoover crew, it finally comes
to the crux of the matter. *“The
system was not just rotten on the
edges. It was rotten to the core”
says the Post. This implies, of
course, that the system under the
New Deal is better. And, concludes
the Post, after condemning the rot-
tenness of the Republican Party,
“The Grand Old Party cannot be
rebuilt. It must be replaced by a
conservative party freed from the
curse of avarice.”

There you have expressed in a
nutshell the liberal’s idea of the
State. The State is a delicate bal-
ance between conservative and pro-
gressive forces, and since the New
Deal is under the giiidance of a
/m'ogressive party group, what is
needed in order to balance the
gtate and keep it steady, is a new
conservative party, “free from av-
arice” of course. A conservative
party, or for that matter a liberal
party “free from avarice”! What
nonsense! Here we are, living un-
der a system where nothing is pro-
duced except for profit, where the
main incentive for the functioning
of society rests on avarice, and the
Post solemnly suggests that a par-
ty which seeks above all to main-
tain that system can itself be free
from avarice.

Graft and corruption are not at-
tributes of the Republican Party.
They are attributes of any party
that seeks to maintain the capital-
ist system, whether that party be
Hoover's Raw Deal Party or Roos-
evelt’s National Run Around.

1 JOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE

"IN THE TRADE UNIONS _

African Laundry
Workers

National Executive Committee,
Communist League of America,
¢ /o Militant,

New York City.

Dear Comrades,

The Committee of this Union in-
structs me to send you the enclosed
message. Upon being put to the
vote at a fully represented meeting,
it was decided, unanimously to de-
spatch it. The enclosed slip was
gsigned so as to enable all the com-
mitteemen to attach their signa-
tures.

The Union already has 344 mem-
bers, and we have every expecta-
tion of increasing this number to
five or six hundred in the near fu-
ture. 1 believe our membership
constitutes a record for South Af-
rica, as far as Bantu workers, or-
ganized in a single union, are con-
cerned. The Bantu workers, and
people generally, are the most op-
pressed and exploited section. Un-
fortunately the Bantu workers are
not very far removed from their
pastoral-peasant origin and have no
mature experience or tradition in
the trade union movement. Our
task is, therefore, more difficult on
the organizational side. This Un-
ion collapsed twice within its very
short existence, due to the incompe-
tence and cowardice to the lead-
ership established by the Commu-
nist Party and African Federation
of Trade Unions. ,We shall not
collapse, though we may be beaten
temporarily, on one or another oc-
casion.

We have in prospect several
strikes which shall be called in the
near future, although we have
gained certain concessions (indi-
rectly) without outright strikes.
Naturally, the bosses will not give
in so easily upon the more impor-
tant issues.

OQur policy is,—Against the Con-
ciliation Aect, its machinery, and
conciliation in any form.

Against Governmental Arbitra-
tion under the Wage Act of 1925.

For militant strike struggle
against the Dbosses—as the only
way to gain some of our rights, and
to keep them once they are gained.

For unequivocal union recogni-
tion.
For intransigeant struggle for

the right to strike of the Bantu
workers.

For abolition of the Pass Laws,
Riotous Assemblies Act, Masters
and Servants Acts, and all other
legislation which oppresses the
workers generally, or prevents them
from withholding their labor and
restricts their liberty in any way.

With Fraternal greetings,
MURRAY G. PURDY
General Secretary

To the Comrades of the Communist
League of America:

The African Laundry Workers
Union hereby pledges its support
to the Fourth International. We
believe that only by militant strug-
gle against the oppressers can the
workers achieve success. The Third
International and the Communist
Party of South Africa has failed
us twice. We start again under the
leadership of the Bolshevik-Lenin
ist League. The workers of South
Africa will never again allow them-
selves to be led to disaster by the
Communist Party and its Federa-
tion, A F.T.U. Our struggle is very
great; our union has no legal basis;
our workers have no legal right to
strike; nevertheless, we shall fight
on until the victorious workers’
dictatorship is established.

With Fraternal Greetings,
THE COMMITTEE
Mishack Sanyane (Chairman), Emil
Mosito, Johannes Mashigo, Malekia
Segale, Abton Moatlhodi, Alfred
Dhlamini, Henry Mathibeli, Asine
Mauane, James Tlhongwane, Jorene
Pooe, Michael Huma, Fanuel Ma-
shishi, Joas Mogotsi, Josiah Masi-
lo, Mishak Sikobe (Assistant Trea-
surer), Murry Purdy (Secretary,
Reuben Mngade (Organizer).

Pocketbook Strike
Bulletin

The latest developments of the
pocketbook workers’ strike are as
follows: Over 5,000 workers are on
strike. The New Jersey local called
its members on strike this week.
Fifty non-union shops were closed,
adding another 500 workers to the
strike. Fifteen employers settled
with the union and granted the un-
jon demands—36 hours and a ten
percent increase in wages.

The Regional Labor Board inter-
vened and called the union and the
employers together. T'wo counfer-
ences were held but without suc-
cess. The bosses are stubborn and
refuse to grant the just demands of
thew orkers.

The strike committee must now
concentrate on the rest of the non-
union shops such as Goldberg
Bros., the M. White shop in Bridge-
port, and Chicks in Bethlehem. The
strike committee must organize
mass picketing for next Monday
and see to it that not a single shop
operates in the city of New York
and vicinity.

—POCKETBOOK WORKER.

BROWNSVILLE LECTURE

Second, Third or Fourth
International?

Speaker:
TOM STAMM

Friday, October 5, 8:30 P.M.
1776 Pitkin Avenue

Button Workers
Strike

At a general mass meeting on
September 25, the covered button
makers, local 132 1.L.G.W., decided
unanimously to strike the follow-
ing morning. A new agreement,
differing in no way from the old
one, was read. In other words: all
the administration wanted was the
renewal of the old agreement.

The main demands, therefore, re-
main as before: 373 hour work
week and $36 a week for skilled
workers (those who c¢an produce
the required amount of buttons per
hour). The women workers are
entirely excluded from this cate-
gory. Moreover, the scale of pro-
duction is so steep that very few
enjoy this wage level.

Many employers have already
signed pledges to renew their con-
tracts with the union. Many other
hesitant bosses rushed to the union
office to sign the new contract when
they heard of the general member-
ship meeting. There is nothing as-
tonishing in this since no wage in-
creases or hour reductions were
demanded by the union. Besides
the ofticials promised to send those
workers back to work in the shops
where the employers had signed the
pledge the very next morning. Re-
sult: Only a handful remained on
strike. And with these few work-
ers the administration hopes to
unionize the open shops.

This scheme was foisted on the
union by high powered salesman-
ship. Henry Jaeger, Socialist party
member and intimate friend of the
local manager, used his talent to
convince the workers that they
should not ask for more money but
be contented with the little they
have. The administration, he ar-
gued, knew what was best for the
members. The manager of the
local joined the chorus with a plea
to cooperate with the decent boss-
es. The steam roller finished the
job.

The objective conditions were
favorable or a successful strike. In
many shops, the errand boys, very
important in this trade, were on
the verge of being organized by the
Shipping Clerks Union. 7The unity
of these two unions in a common
fight against the bosses would stop
the shipping or receiving buttons
in the shops. This would be a
great weapon in the hands of the
workers. The strike would assume
a militant character and the de-
mands of the button workers and
errand boys would be won.

But of course the myopic admin-
istration did not think it necessary
to ask for raises nor to strengthen
the ranks of these newly organized
workers. Fearing a fight, the ad-
ministration would sooner *‘cooper-
ate” with the bosses.

The Discipiine of Failure

What is wrong in the ranks of
the Stalinists?

Michael Quin thinks the Party
needs a “Chitska” (cleansing). He
would have the rank and filers
perform the operation upon them-
selves since, possibly, it is a little
too early for the American Party
to strike so strenuously as did the
U.S.S.R., according to Quin; “Kick-
ing out only 90,000 members.” We
should be satisfied, maybe, with a
loss of about 9 of the so-called
riff raff so as not to overshoot our
income too far, What?

Nerves raw, and minds in a cha-
tic turmoil from an endless round
of futile and impotent gestures
made by a self-imposed and shod-
die leadership, the rank and file of
the C. P. are so jittery that the
leaders think it is time to thrash
them, openly, as Quin proceeds in
the usual contradictory manner, to
do. :

In a typical grandiose flourish of
his pen, Quin succeeds, graphically
in exposing the rapid growth of
moral disintegration in the ranks.
As usual, the Comrades are blamed
for all, while the bureaucracy, by
the process, pushes itselt still fur-
ther up and away from its founda-
tion, into oblivious isolation.

Quin’s Western Worker column,
“Seeing Red” contains, in a re-
cent issue, some rich highlights on
the state of affairs to which bu-
reaucracy and trips into blind al-
leys have reduced the Party.

After warning the Comrades of
the “Chitska” recently enacted in
the U.S.S.R., he calls upon the
rank and file to perform the same
operation, each for himself, lest he
go completely berserk.

“There are,” he says, “lots of
little minor contageous diseases
rampant among us.”

“Perhaps the most distressing
and dangerous disease of all is
DISGUSTITUS,” he warns the
Comrades, and goes on to say of
them, “—they never miss the slight-
est opportunity to sneer, ridicule,
slander, beef, whine, complain or
register DISGUST. The only
thing they regard as humorous is
the opportunity to laugh at some
Comrade who has made a mistake
somewhere or according to their
lights, made a fool of himself.”

Does Comrade Quin know his
dialectic materialism? Does man
reflect his environment or iz he the

god of the idea a priori? In fact,

has there ever been a time when
the average member of the C. P.
has been free of that terrible ill-
ness, DISGUSTITUS? And who
can hcld these thoroughly abused
Comrades responsible for “blowing
up at the slightest opportunity and
sneering, ridiculing, slandering,
beefing, whining, complaining, and
registering DISGUST?’ There are
literally thousands of good militant
workers in America who got this
same way, and for the identical
reasons, and finally left the im-
possible environment of EAR-
MUFFS, MUZZLES, AND BLINK-
ERS: the old C. P. Michale Quin
has been kind enough to name the
only other alternative for them.
That is to laugh at the mistakes
made, and at the COMRADE
LEADERS who make fools of
themselves. Michael Quin should
realize that in such a mad-house,
men and women must have some
kind of a vent or explode. We who
have been there. well recall the
necessity to right-about-face and
LAUGH at mistakes. Regarding
the rank and file comrades making
fools of themselves, they never
have been given that opportunity.
The bureaucracy beat them to it.
And now it is crying because the
comrades show signs, even, of rec-

ognising what has happened to
them.

“There are”, says Quin, ‘“‘any
number of hair-spring tempers

among our comrades which need
tightening up. Whether these are
caused by lack of proper diet (men-
tal?), or lack of self-discipline is
hard to say. The slightest slip-up

vocal violence which if expressed
in action would demolish a city
block.”

Well, Comrade Quin, what would
you have? A torrent of vocal vio-
lence, of course! Regarding these
torrents occuring at the least slip

the slip ups are improperly de-
scribed. We feel sure that the re-
cent slip-up in the San Francisco
strike; the slip-up of setting up a
paper dual union against the huge
rank and file of the LL.A. only to
have it thoroughly repudiated by
the general rank and file workers,
is much more than a “least slip-
up”, we think that was a MON-
STROUS CRIME. It's a mighty
wonder to us that the ‘“vocal vio-

lence” has not already been ex-

dislodges from them a torrent of;

up, we have a sneaking idea that.

pressed in “ACTION”, and demol-
ished the city block where lies the
C. P. bureaucracy! We predict this
action among the C. P. rank and
filers, yet.

Hair-spring tempers! says Mich-
ale Quin. Logical reaction, say we.

*It is necessary”, says Quin, “for
comrades to be militant on the
picket lines and in demonstrations,
but not when asking another com-
rade for a match.”

If you keep right on sending the
trusting boy after left handed
monkey-wrenches, pigeon’s milk,
strap oil, and money stretchers; if
you keep the rank and filers going
in an endless whirly-gig chase of
profitless futility, would you have
them develop wings and twitter like
angels? However, if the thing has
reached the point where cemrades
want to fight with the friend from
whom they ask a match, we also
advise a Chitska, but we advise be-
ginning at the top, like good Bol-
sheviks!

And with a last weak thrust of
his erstwhile lashing pen, he proves
our case against the bureaucracy
for us by admitting that these
same comrades who are today
blowing up at the ‘“least slip-up”,
“ARE THE STRONGEST LINKS
IN OUR CHAIN.” And he verifies
this by naming their militant con-
duct during the dock strike in San
Francisco.

Certainly they are the strongest
links in your chain, Michael Quin,
and the weakest links in you
chain are those sleek skinned bu-
reaucrats who disappeared when
the terror was let loose and are
still among the missing.

That you are today predicting
the “second coming” of Darcy
gives little consolation to those
trusting comrades who have, in
spite of facts, retained their faith
in him.

If the setting of our movement
was in Germany, we would look
for Sam in the cafes of Paris. That
is, we would direct those who crave
his presence to do so. As it is, we
do not hear any working class de-
mand in San Francisco for his re-
turn. On the contrary, out of your
own mouth we hear echos of ex-
plosision within the ranks, which
to us is ominous of the final, com-
plete isolation of the bureaucracy.

—E. B.
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With the faith that moves moun-
tains, but never the Democratic or
Republican Party, the labor fakers
who head the American Federation
of Labor are sending out again
this year their timeworn question-
naires to political candidates, seek-
ing their views on legislation
backed by organized labor.

“The questionaire,” says the N.
Y. Times, with no attempt at irony,
“js in line with the traditional
policy of the A. F. of L., which has
been seeking to elect randidates
favorable to its poliries for many
years.”

Since 1908, to be exact, when
the A. F. of L. adopted the policy
of favoring no political party, of
setting up no labor candidates, but
in general “rewarding our triends
and punishing our c¢nemies”.

The policy has worked each elec-
tion period with uniform results—
there were never any friends to re-
ward.

Take Orders from Bosses Only

Candidates of both major parties
have refused somehow or other to
take orders from the A. F. of L.,
and instead have maintained alle-
giance to the political bosses who
were responsible for their nomina-
tion,

Some have made promises to la-
bor and have broken these promis-
es. The rest have never even
bothered to promise. Political par-
ties have been deaf alike to the
pleadings and ‘‘threats” of the A.
F. of L.

Occasionally some smiling dema-
gogue, like P'resident Roosevelt, ac-
cepts the proffered hand of friend-
ship, slaps Bill Green warmly on
the back, and presents a paper pro-
gram full of warmth and sympathy
for organized labor. This programn
he will not, he dare not, keep.

Thus labor is granted Section Ta
of the National Recovery Act, and,
in the same breath, capital is
granted the privilege of violating
it with complete impunity.

Rights and Rights

Labor is given the right to organ-
ize, and capital the right to crush
such organization, with the full
suapport of government forces, with
Irederal tear gas and bullets.

Even as every citizen has the
right to freedom of speech and as-
semblage. Exercise it it you dare!

Nevertheless, Bill Green and his
cohorts do not despair. They re-
turn each year to their shameful
betrayal as “"a dog returns to his
vomit™.

Again this year, therefore, the
political candidates will receive in
their mail the usual guestionnaires,
geeking their views on such ques-
tions as old-age pensions, unem-
ployment insurance, labor injunc-
tions and-: yellow dog contracts.
They will answer as they have an-
swered before, and Bill Green will
pretend to be satisfied or unhappy
over their replies.

A “Dark Horse” for Green

But 2 new element has entered
the game of questions and answexs
this year; an element that causes
3ill Green many a sleepless night.
The masses of labor, the rank-and-
file workers have grown tired of
the game. The issues are being
fought not in the ballot box.

The workers in the textile indus-
try, the victorious strikers in Min-
neapolis, the betrayed longshore-
men of the West Coast, do not need
to ask where the leading candidates
stand on labor. They know!

They know that a Governor Ol-
son and President Roosevelt will
grant only what they are forced to
grant, That the strikers will win
recognition of their union by fight-
Ing for it on the strike battlefield;
that company unions will be out-
lawed when the workers outlaw
them ; that injunctions against la-
bor will cease when the workers
learn to disregard them.

And when that time comes to
pass, as it is coming to pass, the
workers will elect their own can-
didates; or failing that, there will
be no lack of demagogues from the
major partics who will offer them
what they have already won—the

right to fight for their rights! And
sops will be thrown in for good
measure ;; unemployment insurance

and old age pensions as well.

PATERSON
MASS MEETING

THE TEXTILE STRIKE
SETTLEMENT

What Shall the Textile Workers Do?
A Program for the Silk Workers.

Speakers:

JAMES P. CANNON and
A. J. MUSTE
Sunday, September 30, 8 P.M.
OAKLEY HALL
211 Market Street, Paterson
ADMISSION FREE

Joint Auspices:
Communist League of America and
American Workers Party

MARCH OF
EVENTS

The Credit System

The contradictions inherent
capitalist society owing to the im-
possibility of reconciling the profit
motive with the needs of society,
are nowhere more manifest than in
the banking system and its hand-
ling of credit. 1n modern gociety
credit is a powertul instrument for
converting into capital the savings
and property of the non-capitalist
classes, thereby aiding the more in-
tensified exploitation of wage-earn-
ers. (redit accelerates the Jevel-
opment of the capitalist system of
production. In normal times it
makes available through the banks,
the reservoirs of ¢redits, the “dead”
capital in the form of “free” funds
for more effective utilization by the
capitalist class. Through control
ot the credit system the banks aid
in the climination of the small pro-
ducer tor the benefit of the larger
ones,

But the extensive utilization of
credit by modern industry intro-
duces the greatest uncertainty into
the whole process of production.
Wihen times are booming the banks
find it profitable to lend on easy
terms with goud prospect of pay-
ment., New capital is created at
rapid tempo and the resulting ex-
pausion of the productive forces
leads ultimately to a glut of the
market and the inevitable -crisis.
The boom period is accompanied by
feverish speculation; all business
takes on the character of specula-
tion. But the moment the market
can no longer absorb the vast quan-
tities of commodities made avail-
able by free use of loans aund credit
which become converted into capi-
tal, the credit system collapses.
The bunks make trantic efforts to
“call” all loans, to get rid of all
securities and investments that are
not liquid. With all banks at-
tempting the same thing at the
same time, credit disappears and
money itself becomes scarce. Since
production no longer offers any
profits, the banks refuse lodans to
business men when they are most
in need of credit, the factoriés be-
gin to shut down and production

comes to a halt in many industries.
* * *

Attempt‘ to Control Credit

The “immediate” effect of a crisis
ix to make it impossible for the
debtors to pay their debts. The
apologists of capitalism, who re-
fuxe to recognize that it is the very
mode of production itself that in-
evitably leads to crises, hlame the
collapse on the speculation that ac-
companies the bvom in production.
They cry out against the creation
of a debt load through the enor-
mous expansion of bank holdings
of securities, loans on securities,
and loans on real estate, a load
that has become an impossible bur-
den to carry. Hence in order to
bring about some sort of “balance’”
they want to impose strict limits
on credit, but without interfering
with the credit necessary for the
production and exchange ot cur-
rent goods (as though this were
not a “gamble” in capitalist pro-
duction). Thus the first step taken
in reforming the banks was to sep-
arate the commercial banks lend-
ing money on and for current pro-
duction, from the securities float-
ing banks which are concerned
with speculation by granting loans
on capital assets. Stricter super-
vision and regulation of the issu-
ance of securities was intended to
reduce the unbalancing effects of
the creation of these long-term,
non-liquid. credits which, unlike
commetcial credits, are not . soon
balanced or cancelled by the sale
of goods. As a matter of fact, back
of this "reform” is a clear recogni-
tion that the entire system is de-
caying and can no longer expand
as rapidly, if at all, as in the days
gone by.

in

- [ ]
A Government (entral Bank

In conjunction with the rest of
its efforts to “force” recovery, the
government bent every effort to
prepare the banking structure for
a unew expansion of business by
aiding the banks in freeing all
frozen assets, the government kind-
ly taking over these unpayable
debts for government bonds and re-
latively liquid assets. In repay-
ment the government tried every
form of cajolery to have the banks

liberalize their commercial credit
policy, to start business going
again. But it reckoned without the

market f,or despite all the excess
reserves of the banks, there was
no sign of any great increase in
real demand. The banks had no
‘confidence that they could make
protits and hence they kept their
money in their vaults. Medritime
the ¥ederal Government has em-
barked on spending unprecedented-
ly enormous sums of money in order
to salvage the capitalist system and
to prevent revolution. The govern-
ment therefore feels a double need
for greater control over the credit
system: first, to extend credit more
rapidly to business, and secondly,
to protect its own financing by
manipulating its own funds and
securities to keep them up in price.
The whole program dictated by the
competition between national forms
of capitalism, would be facilitated
by greater government control.
,Hence the agitation for a Central
Bank, —JACK WEBER.




SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1934

TIIEMILITAN'I'

PAGE 3

i

—

QUESTION BOX ||

GEORGE STANTON, Brooklyn—

Question: From Lenin's “The Thirqd International
and Its Place In History”, Trotsky guotes as follows:
("The Permanent Revolution”, p. 1U8) * . the con-
tradictions between the backwardness of Russia and
its ‘leap’ over bourgeois democracy to the highest
form of democratism—to proletarian or Soviet de-
mocracy.” In the edition published by the Stalinist
International Publishers this is stated as ‘. . . this
contradiction between the backwardness of Russia
and its ‘leap’ to the highest torm of democracy,
through bourgeois democraey to Soviet or proletarian
democracy, . . .” Since these two have different mean-
ings, can you tell me which is correct?

Answer: Your Editor regrets that he has been un-
able to find an original edition of this work which
would be sufliciently authoritative to decide whether
the above noted difference is one of translation or
of misquotation. On the face of it though there are
contradictions in the Stalinist publication.

First of all Russia never went through bourgeois
democracy as an independent stage in its history.
One would therefore have to assume that Lenin did
not know the history of the revolution if the Stalin-
ist gquotation were to be accepted.

Secondly, both guotations use the word “leap”. If
Russia went from Czarism to proletarian democracy
through bourgeois democracy, where is the leap?

And ﬁnully,.how can you trust a Stalinist quota-
tion?

* * *

ELLEN G., Bridgeport—

Question: How would you answer the accusation
frequently thrown at me: Oh you radicals, if some-
body gave you a lot of money you'd act just the same
as the capitalists™?

AnSwer: How well do we recognize this nonsensi-
cal accusation,

The attention of your accuser should first be called
to the fact that by his very remark he recognizes
that you are a propertyless person, since such a
statement obviously could not be made to anyone,
even of moderate wealth, who devoted himself to the
revolutionary movement. The attempt should then
be made to demonstrate that the existence of a capi-
talist society implies, on the one hand, the owner-
ship of the means of production by one class, the
capitalist class, and on the other hand a propertyless
mass, the proletariat, which has no means of exist-
ence except by selling its labor power to the capital-
ists; that the existence of the latter is dependent
upon exploiting the proletariat; that from his ma-
terial fact springs the life and death struggle be-
tween the two classes; and that the Communist party
is merely the vanguard of the proletariat in this
struggle. Now it is obvious that an individual can-
not be a member of both classes at the same time so
that your accuser is merely telling you that if you
were suddenly changed from a proletarian to a eapi-
talist you wounld no longer be a proletarian,

» ® -
G. ZEL., New York—

‘Question: Bela Kun, in the Daily Worker of Sept.
21, 1934 states that on July 20, 1932 the German
Communist Party appealed to the leadership of the
Social Democracy for a united front against fascist
terror. 13 this true?

Amswer: In a subsequent installment of his article
(Daily Worker, Sept. 24, 1934) Bela Kun contradicts
bhimself :

“A Social-Democratic worker, however, may raise
the question: ‘. . . why did you Communists not make
such offers to the Social-Democratic parties before
the fascist danger in Germany was an immediate
one? Why (id you not make such proposals before?

‘We answer as follows:

To propose a united front at that time to the
party leadership of Wels, Severing, Braun, ILeipart
and the rest would indeed have been purely a man-
euver designed to unmask them:; . .. This would not
only have been a maneuver; it would have been a
stupid maneuver.” You see therefore that the Stal-
inists are and were always right.

Actually, on the eve of July 20, 1932 the C. C. of
the German Communist Party adopted the following
resolution: “The Communist party, before the prole-
tarian public, addresses to the S.P.D. to the A.D.
G.B., and to the Alpha-Bund the guestion if they are
prepared to carry out, together with the Communist
party, the general strike for the proletarian de-
mands.”

What we had here was merely a Stalinist zig-zag,
forced on the latter by life itself, and by means of
which they themselves condemned their whole policy.
It the united front was correct on July 20, 1932, why
was it counter-revolutionary on July 1, 1932 or on
August 1, 1932? Why was it that except on July 20
the Social Democrats were ‘“‘social fascists”, and only
the “united front from below” was possible? 'This
the Stalinists cannot and will not answer except by
lies or evasions because their whole policy was false
to the core. All they can succeed in doing by refer-

ing to “July 20” is to increase the suspicion that

they knew the correct road to take in the interests
of the proletariat but refused to take it.

It is of course impossible to repeat the entire his-
tory of the German events which occupied the major
interest of the Militant for almost three years, and on
which we published four pamphlets by Trotsky. Read
or re-read these thoroughly, particularly “What
‘Next” and “The Only Road” (You can get them from
the Pioneer Bookshop) and none of the Stalinist-
created contradictions will bother you much.
‘WILLIAM B., Dayton—

Question: What do you mean by the term “Cen-
trist” which I have seen mentioned so often in the
Militant?

Answer: The following quotation from Trotsky's
“What Next”, where an entire chapter is devoted to
the question, is probably the best answer you could
get within the limits of this column:

“Speaking formally and descriptively, Centrism is
composed of all those trends within the proletariat
and on its periphery which are distributed between
reformism and Marxism, and which most often rep-
resent variouns stages of evolution from reformism to
Marxism—and vice-versa. Both Marxism and re-
formism have a solid social support underlying them.
Marxism expresses the historical interests of the
proletariat. Reformism speaks for the privileged
position of proletarian bureaucracy and aristocracy
within the capitalist state. Centrism, as we have
known it in the past, did not have and ‘could not
have an independent social foundation. Different
layers of the proletariat develop in the revolutionary
direction in different ways and at different times. In
periods of prolonged industrial uplift or in the per-
iods of political ebb-tide, after defeats, different lay-
ers of the proletariat shift politically from left to
right, clashing with other layers who are just be-
ginning to evolve to the Left. Different groups are
delayed on separate stages of their evolution, they
find their temporary leaders and they create their
programs and organizations. Small wonder then
that such a diversity of trends is embraced in the
comprehension of ‘Centrism!” Depending upon their
origin, their social composition and the direction of
their evolution, different groupings may be engaged
in the most savage warfare with one another, with-
out losing thereby their character of being a variety
of Centrism.”

CHINA'S

Shanghai, China, Aug. 31. —While ¢

functionaries and *leaders” of the
Stalinist party in China’s cities
continue to surrender themselves to
the Kuomintang, renouncing their
opposition to the counter-revolu-
tionary government of Chiang Kai-
shek and offering their services to
the reaction, a similar process is
now beginning in the Chinese coun-
tryside, where for the past several
years peasant armies under the
Soviet banner have been conduct-
ing armed warfare against the Kuo-
mintang and the landlords.

Within one month at least three
high commanders of China’s so-
catled Red armies have surrendered
and offered their services to Chiang
Kai-shek.

Ho-chung Surrenders

The first of these is Kung Ho-
chung, who, it is reported, surren-
dered on July 27 after his army had
been defeated somewhere in the re-
gion of the Hunan-Kiangsi border
area. In addition to being an im-
portant army commander, whose
prowess and devotion to the revo-
lution have been ballyhooed by the
Stalinists for several years past,
Kung was also a member of the
C.E.C. of the so-called Soviet gov-
~rnment which has its seat at Jui-
kin in Kiangsi province!

His surrender was an important
event for the Kuomintang, which
lost no time in enlisting him in its
service. Kung responded with equal
alacrity, and is now actively cam-
paigning against his comrades of
yesterday. Needless to say, his an-
ti-Communist (eclarations are be-
ing widely publicized.

Military Adviser to Chiang

But the redoubtable Kung, be-
cause of his 4-5 years’ experience
of active military campaigning, in-
cluding the art of guerilla warfare,
has a much greater value for the
Kuomintang than merely a propa-
gandist. He can be useful in work-
ing out military strategy for fur-
ther campaigning against his for-
mer comrades-in-arms. And why

not? It Stalinist politicians can
become political advisers, office
functionaries and even police

hounds for the Kuomintang, why
should not a Stalinist general ac-
cept a post as military adviser to
Chiang Kai-shek?

Kung Ho-chung is now working
at Chiang Kai-shek’s military head-
quarters at Nanchang, capital of
Kiangsi province, helping to map
out the new offensive which is be-
ing prepared against the Red arm-
ies of Central China. And he cer-
tainly is earning whatever money
the generalissimo pays him.

Ten days ago, we were informed
by a Reuter report, Kung delivered
a lengthy speech at the generalissi-
mo’'s headquarters, which was wide-
ly quoted in both the Chinese and
foreign-language press. We repro-
duce here the more delectable por-
tions of that speech as carried by
the China Press (Shanghai) on
August 26:

“Advice” from “Red” Cominander

“The former Red commander
told the staff of General Chiang’s
that aerial and artillery bombard-
ments had inflicted heavy casual-
ties upon the communist forces
and seriously undermined their
morale. He suggested that gov-

“RED” GENERALS RECANT

Capitulate to Kuomintang and
Attack Erstwhile Comrades

Bt s

ernment commanders might make
a greater use of the bombers and
field pieces at their disposal.
“The economic blockade against
thie Red areas, Kung related, had
produced a most telling effect on
the morale of the communist
troops. Salt and rice were most
scarce in the communist districts,
and the relentless methods used
by the Reds in commandeering
food from the populace had en-
gendered great public discontent
and caused many of them to flee

from communist control. Kung
suggested that this blockade
should be maintained by all

means, and possibly also streng-
thened at some points like Kan-
chow, in southern Kiangsi, where
food was still allowed to enter the
communist area.

“Kung attested to the great util-
ity of the blockhouses that the
government troops had erected
around the dwindling communist
area. The line of blockhouses, he
said, had crippled the activities of
Red guerrillus, who had formerly
been used with telling effect for
harassing the government lines.
He thought that more blockhouses
should be built, and urged that
special efforts should be made to
prevent the communists = from
breaking through and escaping in
the direction of Szechwan and
Kweichow.

“Aside from military tactics, the
erstwhile Red commander empha-
sized the importance of propagan-
da as a means towards extermin-
ating the communists. He pointed
out that the communist regulars,
numbering about 100,000 strong,
had for years been fighting gov-
ernment troops many times their
strength. The reason why they
had been able to hold up for so
long he attributed to their inten-
sive though deceiving propaganda
among the populace. He urged the
authorities to intensify their coun-
ter-propaganda among the 20,-
000,000 people in the Red districts,
suggesting that leaflets distributed
from the air should be written in
the simplest language.

“Kung said that he joined the
communists in 1927 with the idea
of working for the welfare of the
masses. After eight (!) years’ ex-
perience as a high communist
commander, he was now convinced
that communism “was impractical
in China, and realized that the
San Min Principle rather than
Marxism afforded the way towards
national salvation. He still cher-
ished his former aim of working
for the masses, but would exert
himself along a different direc-
tion.”

Inventions Unnecessary Here
Comment on the above would
seem to be entirely superfluous.
But it might be added that since
no indignant denials of Kung's
capitulation have emanated from
Stalinist quarters so far as we can
discover, there is no more reason
to doubt that it is “genuine” than

there was to doubt the scores and
hundreds of other Stalinist capitu-
lations to the Kuomintang during
the past two years. We shall, of
course, be accused by the Stalin-
ists of making use of reports in the
enemy press to slander them. Alas,
all these reports have proved au-
thentic. The Kuomintang has no
need to invent betrayals of the re-
volution by the Chinese Stalinists.
There is an ample supply of ‘“gen-
uine” .betrayals.

The second capitulator was an-
nounced to the world thus in the
China Weekly Review of Aug. 25:

“Li Chien-wu, Commander of
the Independent ‘Red’ regiment,
who for the past few years has
been harassing the people along
the Hunan-Hupeh-Kiangsi border
regions, has surrendered with 104
bandit officers and soldiers to the
Peace Preservation Regiment at
Pingkiang, northeastern Hunan.
They surrendered with 73 rifles
and one machine-gun. The bandit
commander has been brought to
Changsha by the units under Ma-
jor-General Teng Nan-chi from
Pingkiang.”

Another “Red” Traitor

It is has been reported that Li
Tse-liang, described by government
news agencies as *‘one of the ablest
commanders of the communist
army, unexpectedly arrived at Ping-
kiang in northeastern Hunan, near
the Kiangsi border, on August 22
and offered his services to the gov-
ernment.” According to the Cen-
tral News, Li was brought under
escort to Changsha on August 29,
and there he “told newspaper re-
porters . . . that he believed com-
munism was bound to be a failure

in China and therefore had escaped

from the red ranks to join the gov-
ernment forces.”

These three capitulations, we
may be sure, will be followed by
many others as the perspective of
the peasant war grows more and
more hopeless. The military forces
of Chiang Kai-shek and his allies
have succeeded in recent months in
inflicting severe blows on the revo-
lutionary peasant armies in China.
The dormancy of the city proleta-
riat makes this possible, giving the
counter-revolutionary Kuomintang
practically a free hand agamst the
revolting peasants.

“Soviet China” Faces Extinction

A stage has now been reached
where there would seem to be little
doubt that, in the absence of un-
foreseen developments which would
serve to weaken the offensive of the
Kuomintang forces, the so-called
“Central Soviet District” in Kiang-
si will be wiped off the map before
many more months have passed.
‘What, then, will become of the
Stalinist myth of a “Soviet China?”

The Stalinists will, however,
manufacture new myths to cover
up old ones. If the revolutionary
peasants of Kiangsi are given a
blood-bath by the Kuomintang
troops (the price which history is

®apparently going to exact for fur-
ther demonstrating the falsity of
the Stalinist formula of the “dem-
ocratic dictatorship of the proleta-
riat and peasantry”), the courage
and tenacity which the peasants
display in defending their con-
quests (however hopelessly) will
be seized upon as evidence of
a “new revolutionary upsurge” in
China.

Readers of Stalinist journals all
over the world will be regaled with
accounts of a defeat metamor-
phosed into “victory”. They have
done it in the case of Germany.
Why not China?

Peasant War Will Continue

The liquidation of the “Central
Soviet District” in Kiangsi would
not mean, necessarily, the end of
the peasant war in China. The
acute continuance of all those prob-
lems which have stimulated the
peasantry to revolt might cause the
flames of the peasant insurrection,
extinguiushed for the time being in
Kiangsi, to flare up in other, prob-
ably more isolated and therefore
less accessible, parts of the coun-
try. The peasant movement now
proceeding wunder Soviet slogans
would continue under different con-
ditions. Losing its one definite
geographic base in Kiangsi, it
would assume completely the char-
acter of guerilla warfare.

In this way, means would be pro-
vided whereby the Stalinists could
continue their lying propaganda.
Glossing over the important central
tact that their “Soviet government”
at Juikin had been overthrown,
they would be able to point to the
flaming guerilla warfare, which
would undoubtedly assume a vio-
lent character over widely-scattered
areas, as “evidence” that “Soviet
China”, fdr from being defeated,
was advancing and extending.

_ The Passing of a Shadow

Such are the methods of confu-
sionists. Some will he deceived,
especially those who wish to be de-
ceived. But it is to be doubted
whether the Chinese proletariat,
which long ago deserted the Stal-
inists in disgust, will be misled
any further. Moreover, the Stalin-
ists, depending as they do upon the
tat subsidies they receive from the
“Central Soviet District”, would no
longer possess the means for
spreading their illusions. Once
those subsidies cease, they will be
utterly unable to keep up the sha-
dow of a pretense to a real politi-
cal existence. '

“The revolutionary problem in
China remains: To arouse the Chi-
nese proletariat to action by means
of a program of democratic de-
mands, having as its perspective a
lightening of the fearful economic
burdens and political disabilities of
the workers and the creation of
favorable conditions for further
struggle; to fight for a plenipotenti-
ary national assembly; to link the
struggles of the proletariat with
struggles of the lower strata of the
peasantry and also those of the op-
pressed petty-bourgeois elements in
the cities under the hegemony of
the proletariat. Apart from this,
there is no perspective of victory

for the peasant war in China and
there can be none. —LUCIFER.
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The History of the Frisco General Strike

(Continued from last week)

The program of the employers at
first was based on the belief that
the strike would not be of long
duration and that the teamsters
could be used to break the strike
by hauling cargo to and from the
docks as they had during the 1919
strike. When this failed and in
addition the longshoremen were
joined by the other marine workers
they resorted to police brutality
and terrorism of the worst kind.
The police were mobilized to beat
up and arrest the strikers and
drive them from the waterfront. In
addition the red scare was played
up continually by the newspapers
and the charge that the leadership
of the strike was in the hands of
the communists was hurled daily
in the press in the hopes of causing
dissension in the ranks of the
strikers. The employers also at-
tempted through the activities of
Ryan, the International President,
to put over an agreement, the effect
of which would have been to pre-
serve the same status that existed
prior to the strike.

Ryan’s June 16 agreement left
the other marine unions entirely
out of the settlement and provided
for a hiring hall financed by the
employers and jointly operated. In
such a hiring hall the longshore-
men would have had no power
whatever. These agreements were
correctly exposed by the left wing
and were overwhelmingly voted
down by the men.

The leaders of the San Francisco
Central Labor Council also played
a great part in the efforts of the
employers to defeat the strike. As
before stated, they were forced by
the sentiments of the rank and
file to issue an appeal to all unions
for support, but at the first oppor-
tunity they launched a vieious at-
tack on the strike by securing the
passage of a resolution condemning
the strike leaders of the I.L.A. as
reds. The Stalinists furnished an
excellent opportunity for them to
do this by their tactics of denuncia-

tion of the American Federation of
Labor at a mass meeting of twelve
thousand workers called by the
Strike Committee in support of the
strike. Also in opposition to the
wishes of many of the strike com-
mittee they put on the platform as
a speaker, the representative of the
Marine Workers Industrial Union.
This played directly into the hands
of the labor skates and they suc-
ceeded in passing this resolution of
attack on the strike by an over-
whelming majority. This attack in
the heat of the strike was hailed
with glee by the shipowners and
the capitalist press and brought
forth a econgratulatory telegram
from William Green, president of
the A. F. of L.

The tactics of the police 1ight
from the beginning of the strike
was one of brutality and intimida-
tion. The strike had only been in
effect 1 few days when the police
began a campaign to break the
morale of the pickets. The first
move was to force the pickets off
the waterfront side of the Embar-
cadero which naturally greatly
hampered their effectiveness. The
strike committee should have or-
ganized their forces and made a
militant attempt to maintain their
right to picket in front of the
docks. This would have greatly
stimulated the morale of the pick-
ets and would also have drawn the
rank and file of the labor movement
much closer to the marine workers.

The police constantly made state-
ments in the press that they would
begin cracking down on the strik-
ers if the strike was not settled.
This was more than a verbal ges-
ture as they were cracking the
heads of the pickets at every op-
portunity.

After the longshoremen turned
down Ryan’s fake agreement of
June 16, the Industrial Association
of San Francisco, acting on behalf
of the employers, began making
preparations for the opening of the
port. On July 3 a few trucks were
moved under police protection from

By JIM OSBORN and DICK E’l‘TLINGER

the docks to a central warehouse.
Thousands of strikers and sympa-
thizers were on the water front to
prevent the movement of the trucks.
The militancy of the strikers at
this time was unquestioned. They
would immediately congregate at
any dock where they heard freight
was going to be moved and in spite
of the police succeeded in overturn-
ing several trucks. The big battle
to move the trucks was continued
on July 5. On that day thousands
of strikers and sympathizers were
again oen the waterfront. The po-
lice were reinforced by hundreds
of deputies, all of them armed to
the teeth. with instructions to shoot.
The strikers had only a few sticks
and stones. In addition to hurling
tear and vomit gas, the police and
deputies opened fire on the pickets
and over seventy strikers were
shot, the great majority of them in
the back. Two strikers were killed
near the I.L.A. headquarters sev-
eral blocks from where any trucks
were being moved. Following this
massacre the militia was called in
and began to patrol the waterfront.

The murderous attack of the po-
lice on the strikers fired the feel-
ings of the rank and file of the
labor movement to a white heat.
The teamsters union in a packed
meeting, in spite of the plea of
Casey and the other officials about
the sanctity of contracts, voted six
to one to come out on strike in
support of the marine workers.
After the teamsters the butchers
and chauffers immediately fol-
lowed. The labor officialdom faced
with the threat of a general strike
had only two alternatives. Either
to oppose it openly, which action
had in it the danger of their com-
plete isolation and repudiation by
the trade union movement, or to
head it off by accepting leadership
and thus control it. They naturally
chose the second course as did the
labor leaders in Great Britain dur-
ing the general strike. The San
Francisco labor officials took com-
mand in order to betray the move-

ment at the first favorable oppor-
tunity.

Their first move was at the meet-
ing of the Labor Council ’held on
July 6, the day after the massacre.
After passing a resolution con-

demning the Governor for calling
out the militia and stating that the
San Francisco police were capable
of handling the situation, thereby
showing their loyalty to the city
administration with which they
were politically affiliated, they then
presented a resolution calling for
the appointment of a committee of
seven to take control of the water-
front strike and advise the labor
movement of San Francisco as to
what action should be taken in
support of the strikers. As a sop
to the I.L.A. they also endorsed the
aims of the strike for collective
bargaining and the right of the I.
L.A. to control the hiring halls.
Here again the absence of a mili-
tant left wing enabled the bureau-
crats to pass this resolution. In
spite of the opposition of a handful
of delegates who saw that the offi-
cials by this move were seeking to
prevent the general strike, it was
overwhelmingly adopted by the vast
majority of the delegates in the be-
liet that such a committee was
necessary in order to build the
machinery for the successful calling
of a general strike. That the Stra-
tegy Committee was out to settle
the strike and not to call a general
strike was evident right from the
start. At the teamsters meeting,
called for the purpose of deciding
whether all of the teamsters should
go out on a general sympathetic
strike, the committee used all of
their influence to prevent such ac-
tion from being taken. The team-
sters, however, were not influenced
by these tactics and after listening
to the speech of Harry Bridges, the
chairman of the joint marine strike
committee, voted 6 to 1, as previ-
ously mentioned, to go out on
strike,

(Continued noxt week)
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Before us is a photograph of a sea of British work-
ers, over 100,000 strong, surrounding a tiny island of
Oswald Mosley’s Blackshirts, less than 3,000 in all
with about as many cops to protect them. And what
a reception the fascists received from the workers!
Here is an item from the Daily Telegraph, British
capitalist paper:

“The Black Shirts, hemmed in by long lines of
police on either side and resembling so many
prisoners, went through a long avenue of jeering
spectators.”

This sea of angry workers gqthered in Hyde Park
seethed with bostility to Mosley’s dupes and not a
word of all their speeches could be heard above the
'shouts of derision from the proletarians. The work-
ers assembled at this monster demonstration in de-
fiance of the exhortations from the labor leaders and
the Dally Herald, organ of the British Labor Party,
for everyone “to stay away’.

L It seems to us from this distance that the miserable
handful of Kascists should have been ducksoup for
the workers who, from ail reports. were raring to go,
‘The LL.P. and the C.P., however, put the damper on
the demonstration with the order from each of the
four platforms of the counter-demonstration: *“No
provocation from the workers—ignore provocation
from others—show our strength and our discipline.”

While this admonition may be perfectly well under
other circumstances, our opinion leans towards
teaching the Fascists a lesson of direct proletarian
action whenever and wherever possible—especially
when the workers' sentiment is so unmistakable and

their strength so omnipotent.
L * *

LEFT SOCIALIST THREATENED

Spaak, editor of Aection Socialiste, has been threat-
ened with expulsion from the Belgian Labor Paruy
(S. P.), by the General Council for his criticism of
their weak leadership of a recent textile strike. A
sub-committee proposed that the general council re-
commend to the annual conference the expulsion of
Spaak. But cunning Vandervelde, who knows that
it is much better to keep a left wing leader bound
hand and foot within the party than to create bad
feeling by expelling him, made a shrewder proposal.
Spaak would not be expelled if he agreed to cease
publication of his paper and serve instead on a com-
mittee of three to edit a discussion organ. But in
no case was he to write on trade union subjects. If
Spaak acquiesces it means the ball-and-chain around
his political activity in the party. There can be no
intra-party peace on the basis of the proposals of
a king's footman like Vandervelde, except the peace
of the grave.

* L] .

BANANA WORKERS HOLD FIRM

The strength and solidarity of the banana workers
strike in Costa Rica, is indicated in the fact that for
the first time in the history of the United Fruit Com-
pany, one of the company’s ships, 8. 8. Peten, arrived
in New York with empty holds. The solidarity of
the Cuban workers prevented the loading of the ship
in Cuba, following its being unable to get a load at
Puerto Limon, Costa Rica.

On the other hand, the extent to which the United
Fruit Company dominates the political situation in
the Central American countries, is made quite clear
by recent events in the strike situation.

An agreement, settling the strike was signed at
the Ministry of Labor offices in 8an Jose, on August
28, by Congressman Manuel Mora, of the Communist
Party, representing the striking workers, and repre-
sentatives of the government and the planters re-
spectively. Among the terms of the settlement,
which was a great victory for the workers, were the
following provisions: Common Labor—Wages in-
creased from 4 colons to 4.20 colons daily (4 colons
equal $1 U.S. approx.), hours reduced from eight to
six daily; Axe labor—Wages increased from 4.50 and
8 colons to 7 colons daily; Piece work rates—increase
of 35 to 100 percent in rate paid. All pay to be In
cash and not in company scrip as heretofore; Com-
pany commissaries in the camps to post price lists
which must not be higher than the prices charged in
stores of the nearest private commercial establish-
ments; hospital privileges to be guaranteed by the
employer at his expense; all tools excepting mach-
etes to be furnished by the employers and net by the
workrs as heretofore; hygienic housing conditions in
all labor camps and plantations; official government
recognition of the Workers' Union of the Atlantic;
no discrimination against workers for strike activi-
ty; federal intervention to procure liberation of
workers imprisoned or strike activities.

In addition to the foregoing, the Executive, through
the Ministry of Labor, promised to intervene with
the United Fruit Company to secure the latter’s ad-
hesion to the conditions of the settlement.

On the foregoing conditions, the workers agreed
to call off the strike, but the company refused to
acknowledge the settlement. Therefore the strike
has been continued, and the government, which had
sought a quick solution in order to reestablish trade
and industry, upon which its own income and lite
depend, now sides openly with its master, the United
Fruit Company.

Repression and provocation are on the order. of
the day. The United Fruit Co., the newly formed
“Anti-Communist League” and the government itself
vie with each other in their efforts to provoke the
workers.

At dawn on September 12 the national police made
a savage rald on general strike headquarters at
Finca Los Angeles and after shooting up the whole
settlement, endangering the lives of the strikers, their
wives and children, arrested everyone they could
catch and expelled them from the country. without
any further formality. Comrade Jaime Cerdas, mem-
ber of the C.C. of the C. P. and also of the general
strike committee and one of the most active organ-
izers, was wounded severely. The workers’ homes
were soon enveloped in flames and now the some-
what decimated but just as resolute general strike
committee is obliged to meet elsewhere.

In the attempt to smash the strike, every method
is being used. The workers cannot be intimidated,
and are backing up the leadership of the strike to
the fullest degree. The strike leadership on its part,
is straining every effort to prevent the workers from
restoring to acts of terrorism, all the more difficult
in view of the provocative actions of the Company
and the government. Evidently what the company
hopes for is an insurrection, as it would be the sur-
est means of checking the development of an inter-
national movement for the organization of the plan-
tation workers of the whole Carribean area. Above
all, the forces of reaction realize the importance of
the proletarian vanguard and are concentrating thei
efforts to destroy it.

At the Special Session of the Costa Rican Congress,
opened last week, an attempt is being made to outlaw
the communist movement. Charges of high treason
have already been brought against Congressman
Moria. It is apparent that this is but an effort to
provoke an outbreak such as occurred in El Salvador
severul years ago, which would give the government

a legal excuse to murder the militant workinz class

leadeu.
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French Bolshevik-Leninists Decide
To Enter S.F.1.0. as Faction

At the recent conference of the
French Section of the International
Communist League (Bolshevik-
Leninists) it was decided by a
majority vote to enter the S.F.1.O.
(French Socialist Party) as a fac-
tion and to work there for the
same pronciples which our organiz-
ation has upheld on an internation-
al scale, first as the Left Opposition
of the Comintern and, after the
German. debacle, as an independent
group. The tactical turn of the
French League is motivated by the
near approach of the decisive
struggle with Fascism in France
and the necessity of establishing
closer contact with the mass of
socialist workers who are experi-
encing a deep process of ferment
and political differentiation. The
tactical move of the League is de-
signed to put it in a position to
influence them for a revolutionary
policy. The united front pact con-
cluded by the Socialist and Stalin-
ist party bureaucracies had ex-
cluded the League from participa-
tion, thus isolating it from the
mass movement, With its small nu-
merical forces the League, despite
the power of its ideas, would bave
been condemned to ineffectiveness
in such a situation. And since,in the
estimation of the International
Communists, the showdown with
Fascism is near at hand—perhaps
a matter of months—a swift tac-
tical turn on the part of the
League was deemed necessary. The
French comrades did not wish to
stand aside as sectarians in order
to draw lessons after the victory of
Fascism. They chose to force their
way into the mass movement,
through the only door open under
present conditions, to influence the
movement for revolutionary strug-
gle and victory.

It goes without saying that the
sharp turn in tactics decided upon
by our French comrades does not
in any way or in any degree signi-
fy a renunciation of any of the
ideas which have bound the Bol-
shevik-Leninists of the world toge-
ther—ideas which are all now com-
pressed into the slogan of the
Fourth International and the strug-
gle for its realization. The action
fs' taken without any thought of
reconciliation with reformism or
centrism as represented by the par-
ties - of ‘the ‘Second International,
any more than ten-years’ existence
of the International Left Opposition
as a faction of the Communist In-
ternational meant a reconciliation
with Stalinism.

Both the major French parties
today—Stalinist and Socialist—are
centrist parties. There are two
tmportant differences, however. The
former s moving backward from
the principles and methods of revo-
lationary Marxism and is deprived
of any semblance of internal demo-
cracy; the latter is in a crisis
marked by the complete bankruptcy
ot reformism, a deep process of
radicalization is taking place in the
ranks, and the bureaucracy is not
in a position to prohibit a wide in-
ternal democracy. In these cir-
cumstances—with the danger of
Fascism imminent —the French
League of International Commu-
nists arrived at the conclusion to
enter the Socialist Party as a fac-
tion.

Prior to the decision of the con-
ference to take this step the Na-
tional Committee of the Communist
League of America decided, by a
majority of 8 to 1, to recommend
this course to the French com-
rades, despite the great dangers
and difficulties involved in such a
drastic reorientation. We recomm-
ended this course with full confi-
aence that they would remain
true to their banner and carry it
with them into the Socialist Party.
That this confidence was fully
justified is confirmed by the latest
isgue of La Verite which has just
arrived. It is published now in the
name of “The Bolshevik-Leninist
Faction of the S8.F.I.O.—formerly
the Communist League.”

Weé print below the declaration
of the French comrades upon enter-
ing the S.F.I,O. as well as a state-
ment on the decision of the na-
tional conference. From these doc-
fiments it is clear that the Bolshe-
vig-Leninists of France remain
what they were and that they have
been accepted by the socialist
workers as such.

We shall follow and report the
feverish developments in France
and the part played in them by the
Bolshevik-Leninists. The key to the
whole world situation is now in
France. The issue will not remain
long undecided. The guestion is:
The horrible reaction of Fascism,
or—the liberating victory of the
working class, for France, and not
only for France. The Bolshevik-
Leninist faction of the French So-
eialst party will have a great role
to play in the answer to this mo-
mentous guestion. We shall watch
their -struggle with passionate sym-
pathy and give them all the moral
and .material aid in our power.

—J. P. C.

Declaration of Frenc

a deepgoing and radical regroupi

fication. "The Bolshevik-Leninists
this regrouping towards a single

and criticism of action.
Under present conditions, to

by the gravity of the situation.
enter the Socialist party, as we
In the ranks of the sections of

Irance, in the common struggle
METHODS

TERS OF CAPITALISM.
In entering the ranks of the

forged in years of struggle; we
tionary action.

The Bolshevik-Leninists call
transform their sympathy into

Comrades, join us in the ran

mental reservations of sectariani

tions, nor of experiences, but for
the banner of Marxism.

(Translated from La Verite)

At the Third National Conference of the Communist League, the
Bolshevik-Leninists of France after examining the French and in-
ternational political situation and the situation in the workers’
movement, reaffirmed their conviction that the program and methods
of Leninism, the bases of their activities, are today more necessary
than ever for the proletariat in order to resist Fascism, overthrow
the capitalist system and march towards the socialist society.

The Bolshevik-Leninists maintain that, following the February
events, the two great organizations of the working class have ac-
cepted the slogan of the united front, for which we struggled for
many years; however, they have not endowed it with the active
content so necessary because of the threat of reaction. Nevertheless,

place, political differentiation occurring through a -process of uni-

tariat, which cannot take place except in action, in the elaboration

group would not permit us to play our role with the force demanded

shoulder .with its revolutionary workers, with the working class of
TO ELABORATE WITH THEM THE BEST MEANS, THE BEST
TO EMANCIPATE OURSELVES FROM

Leninists ask only the right to participate in its activities, to defend,
equally with all other tendencies, those ideas which bhave been

selves with us in this decisive step.

revolutionary struggle of the proletariat! )
Without renouncing our past and our ideas, but also without any.

necessary to enter the Socialist party; not for the sake of exhibi-

—National Conference of the Communist League of France.

h Bolshevik-Leninists

ng of the working class is taking

want to play the greatest role in
revolutionary party of the prole-

continue as a small independent
That is why we have decided to
are, with our program and ideas.
the Socialist party, shoulder to
against the bourgeoisie, we want
THE FET-

Socialist party, the Bolshevik-

agree to be disciplined in revolu-

upon all their sympathizers to
adherence, by associating them-

ks of the Socialist party for the

sm, we ‘speak out what is: it is

serious revolutionary work under

Third Conference

(Translated from la Verite)

Qur third mnational conference
terminates a decade of struggle of
the revolutionary group, the Bol-
shevik-Leninists of X¥rance. In
1924 a handful of militants of the
French Communist party reacted
against the first signs of the Stal-
inist policy of revising Leninism
which was characterized by the
anti-Trotskyist offensive in the
Russian Communist party and then
in the entire Communist Interna-
tional. “QOppositionist” sections
formed. Without international con-
nections, isolated from the power-
ful reserve of the Russian opposi-
tion, suffering from the vices of a
section only recently released in
Tours from the opportunist and so-
cial-patriotic grip, these new sec-
tions suffered many crises, the toll
paid to the process of doctrinal
selection.

Foundation of La Verite and the
Struggle for the Reform
of the C. 1.

In 1929 hardly a dozen militants
founded La Verlte. The shameful
expulsion of Trotsky from the U.8.
S.R. deprived the Russian Opposi-
tion of its leader, but allowed its
forces greater activity in the ser-
vice of the world revolution.

Beginning with this date, the aim
of our section “was to struggle
against the degeneration of the
revolutionary movement”, our meth-
od — “reform of : the Comununist
International”, which despite the
accumulation of Stalinist mistakes
was the vanguard of the: revolu-
tionary forces of the proletariat.

The Degeneration of the C.IL
The German Defeat

The degeneration of the C. I.
decpened. It was characterized by
a multitude of zig-zags and a bu-
reaucratic-hierarchical regime. The
result was the German defeat; the
importance of this defeat which,
measured by its effects on the
workers’ movement, the fact that
the mistakes causing the defeat
were approved without discussion
in any section, removed any per-
spective of reform. As a revolu-
tionary party of the proletariat,
the . 3rd International could no
longer play its progressive role.
Like the 2nd International in 1914,
it had ceased to live as a dynamic
revolutionary factor.

Our Record in this Period

In our struggle for the reform
of the'C. 1., step by step we formed
a strong organization on an inter-
national scale which now consists
of more than 25 sections on every
continent, unified on a common pro-
grammatic and principle platform,
having a press and cadres in each
country. By this method it recon-
stituted the political capital of the
world proletariat.

Towards the Fourth International

The theoretical bases of a new
international laid, the propaganda
for the Fourth International begun
in September 1933, the attempt at
joint work made with formations
who were expelled or previously
left the 2nd and 3rd Internationals,
serious progress was made and the

of French League

carrent for the Kourth Internaiion-
al gained in the entire world. The
cry of rabid hate of the world
bourgeoisie against L. 'I'rotsky,
and then the expulsion order in
April 1934 is on a par with the re-
ception the world bourgeoisie gave
the 1st International at its founda-
tion!

The Third International was
born in the grandiose circumstaunc-
es of a victorious proletarian revo-
lution. The 4th International found
its raison detre in the dramatic
circumstances of the degeneration
of this revolution. The task of
Lenin in 1914 struggling against
the torrential current of chauvin-
ism was difficult; our task in the
centrist morass is quite as difficult.
Defeats have been suffered by the
masses and have created a reflux
in the sentiment of international-
istn. S0 much more imperative is
the struggle for the 4th Interna-
tional. In the teeth of the threat
of an imperialist war, of the Fas-
cist wave, our 3rd National Con-
ference makes this struggle the
axis of its activity.

For a United Revolutionary Party!

To build a revolutionary interna-
tional means to struggle on a na-
tional scale for a revolutionary
party. This is an urgent task in
France where the coming to power
of Fascism would have as its con-
sequence the disapearance for a
whole period of any perspective of
socialist revolution in Europe,
while on the contrary, a revolution-
ary rise would crack Fascism in
Italy and Germany and open up a
new development of the world rev-
olution,

In the face of the new situation
created in the French workers’
movement by the rapproachement
of the two large parties which
claim to speak in its interest, by
the perspective of organic unity of
these parties, in the regrouping
that such a perspective would

believes that the S.F.I.O. can
this situation by its present state
of evolution, and thanks to a poli-
tical differentiation actively taking
place in its ranks, become a milien
of revolutionary regroupment. That
is why our 3rd National Conference
decided for the entrance of our
members into the S8.F.1.0. without
that in any way meaning the aban-
donment of our conceptions, the
renunciation of our past struggle
which guarantees our continuity.
Disapproval and Equivocal Approval

This decision of our National
Conference has caused much con-
fused and violent disapproval. It
comes from numerous comrades
who confuse our organization with
a revolutionary party, for the con-
stitation of which we were only a
medium. These comrades forget
that correct ideas have an active
effect only when they have a mass
basis, consequently an organized
basis capable of playing a decisive
independent role.

Approbations are not lacking. A
diversity of partisans of “organic
unity” approve our entry. Those

cause, our 3rd National Conference
in)

Youth Unite
Against Fascism

(Continued from Page 1)

pact submitted by the Y.P.S.L.
After detailed discussion, and sev-
eral proposed amendments to the
draft the entire matter. was refer-
red to a steering committee consist-
ing of one representative from each
of the organizations at the meeting.

The steering committee was em-
powered to make the detailed plans
for the demonstration, invite other
organizations to the arrangements
committee, etc. It was unanimous-
1y agreed that scats on the arrange-
ments  and  steering  committee
would be left open for the Young
Communist League and the Nation-
al Student League. A letter is to
be sent to each of these organiza-
tions asking them to reconsider
their decision.

Relief Endangered

(Continued from Page 1)

The City of New York has fin-
anced this relief by obtaining one
half of the sum needed from Fed-
eral relief, one fourth from the
State and the remaining one fourth
from the City.

An increased sumber of far-
sighted capitalists and their poli-
ticians realize that unemployment
has Decome an integral part of
“Americanism” and advocate a long
term relief program. The Execu-
tive Committee of the United States
Conference of Mayors, presented a
plan to the President which calls
for special emergencies to meet the
winter’s need, and advocate unem-
ployment insurance.

The problem confronting the
workers of New York is similar to
the one in all other cities of the
United States, if not worse. This
calls for renewed action for the or-
ganization of the unemployed into
¢ity, county and state-wide organ-
izations, and united action between
the different unemployed organiza-
tions for our demands.

OPEN FORUM

LATEST TURNS IN THE
UNITED FRONT
(The united front between S.P. and
¢.P. in France and America)
Speaker:
MAX SHACHTMAN
Jditor of New International
Sunday, Sept. 30, at 8 P.M.
144 Second Avenue, N, Y. C.
: Discussion
Admission Free
Auspices: Downtown Branch
Cemmunist T.eague of America
Sunday Lecture Series

Questions

HOT SPOTS IN THE WORLD
SITUATION

The Need for the 4th International
* * *
FRANCE—October 7, 1934, 8 P.M.
Speaker: ARNE SWABECK
SPAIN — Qctober 14, 1934, 8 P.M.
Speaker: MAX SHACHTMAN
UNITED STATES—OQct. 21, 8 P.M.
sSpeaker: HUGO OEHLER
IRVING PLAZA
Irving Place & 15th St., N. Y. C.
Admission: 15 Cents per Lecture.
Auspices: Communist League of
America, New York Local

who aspire to this unity by con-
fusedly giving to it the content of
a strong revolutionary party, which
is still to be created, should under-
stand that this “unity” can only
have this vivile content on the basis
of revolutionary principles. The
Pupistes (Party of Proletarian
Unity, formerily Right wing - Com-
munizts) who confine themselves
to applauding our entry, should
stop subordinating themselves to
the clectoral cretinism of their
leaders. . The partisans of the
“unity of fire angd water”, with the
Marquets and the Renaudels,
should know that “we carry not
uiity but battle to the social trait-
ors” (Karl -Liebknecht).

We have not broken with Stalin
in order to collaborate in the poli-
cies of the Marquets or the other
Ministers of the king. The exclu-
sion of a part of social traitors,
create, through the evolution it ex-
presses, the possibility of our en-
try. It is necessary to emphasize
that we did not break with the
Communist International in order
to allow the lieutenants of Stalin
to freely continue (even when we
were expelled from the party) their
work of the revision of Leninism.
We greeted the evolution of the
Saint Denis district, in the degree
that it was progressive. We will
carry on a firm struggle against
any anti-Leninist degeneration!

Militant socialists! We have re-
fused “the infiltration into the S.F.
1.O. by any means” which was
proposed by several militants who
are no longer with us. We think
that the Socialist Party can play an
important role for the regroupment
and activity of . the revolutionary
foreces in France. We will bring
all our energy to bear in this work.

You can count on it as on our
revolutionary ddiscipline!

Communist League Replies to Letter

Of A.W.P. on Unity

Sept. 27, 1934.
Provisional Organization Committee
American Workers Party
A. J. Muste, Chairman
Dear Comrades:

We have given careful consider-
ation to your letter of September
18 and agree with you that the
fusion of our organizations for the
task of building a new revolution-
ary party would be a revolutionary
step forward. Since such an ac-
tion would signify the first move
for the unification of the revolu-
tionary forces, after more than a
decade of disintegration and splits,
it could hardly fail at the very be-
ginning to inspire and attract a
considerable number of revolution-
ary workers in addition to the
present members of our respective
organizations. In view of these
prospects it is our opinion that the
fusion would provide a sufficient
basis to justify us in formally
launching the new party.

Armed with the program of
Marxism, such a party, despite its
comparatively small size at its in-
ception, would have a good oppor-
tunity to become the rallying cen-
ter for those workers who are
breaking away from reformism
and centrism, as represented by
the Socialist and Stalinist parties.
More than that, by direct partici-
pation in the class struggle, the
new party could draw into its
ranks a large number of workers
who are awakening for the first
time to political consciousness.

The lightning speed of class de-
velopments, however, makes it im-
perative that we grasp this oppor-
tunity while there is yet time, be-
fore the developments pass us by
and seek another point of crystal-
lization. Our chance to introduce
the new revolutionary party into
the situation as an independent
force, and to make that party the
axis around which further devel-
opments proceed, depends in the
highest degree on the speed with
which we compose such differences

ras may remain between us and pro-

ceed directly to the organic fusion
of the two organizations and the
formal declaration of the new
party.

The maximum of clarity in the
fundamental questions of the pro-
gram is, of course, a prerequisite
for success. The new party must
cut with a sharp blade. If during
the past six years especially, in
cloge collaboration with the Bol-
shevik-Leninists of the world, we
have preoccupied ourselves with
theoretical work, and stubbornly
pursued that work as an isolated
and hounded group, it is precisely
because we have understood the
fearful debacle in the practice of
the dominant parties on an inter-
national scale as the direct out-
come of the degeneration of theory.

We aim to continue this work
and to contribute all we can to the
clarification of principle in such
further discussion as may be nec-

.egsary to prepare the fusion, and in

the new party, after the fusion is
accomplished, also.

But, in our opinion, this work
must be ecarried on now in direct
and immediate conunection with the
task which is imposed upon us by
the general situation, namely, the
founding of a revolutionary party.
The fusion of our two organizations
and the joint struggle to establish
the new party as a power in the
labor movement need not and can-
not wait until every comma is put
in its proper place and every hair
is split in two. Our central task
now, as we understand it, is to
unite our forces and create a
movement, The extent to which we
comprehend this, and the speed
with which we accomplish it, will
be a good test of what theory
means to us as a guide to action.

The programmatic documents sub-
mitted to yvou by the Communist
League delegation during the dis-
cussions previously held, taken to-
gether with the revised draft pro-
gram of the American Workers
Party, contain the essential princ-
iples which, we believe, constitute
the sufficient programmatic tfoun-
dation upon which a party, formed
out of a fusion between your or-
ganization and ours, is justified
and possible. There remain, of
course, a number of differences of
opinion as to formulation on cer-
tain points; but many of these have
already been overcome to a large
extent, and we are confident that
the necessary further clarification
can be achieved in negotiations to
prepare the unity and in the active
common life of the new party.

It is our opinion that the full
program of the new party must be
an elaborate and carefully worked
out document, and that in all prob-
ability its final form will not be
arrived at for some time to come.
For the present, we believe that
the new party needs a concise di-
rect statement of principle and ac-
tion, omitting the expository, ex-
planatory, and semi-narrative ma-
terial of your revised program. We
believe that such a statement could
be drawn up within a very short

time by the use of your draft pro-
gram and our programmatic ma-
terial. We hold that such a state-
ment should be a joint product of
our organizations, and therefore
propose that a joint committee be
mmmediately  appointed to proceed
with this work. The points, con-
cisely formulated in this declara-
tion, could subsequently be expand-

ed expositorily in the form of
popular agitational pamphlets.
The new party, formed by the

merger of our organizations, will
naturally be an autonvmous organ-
ization which will determine for it-
self its own international atilia-
tions or connections, as well as all
other guestions. Upon the comple-
tion of the merger it is our uunder-
standing that both organizations
will dissolve into the new party.
The Communist League will there-
by sever its organization connec-
tious as a separate group with the
International Communist League.
We will propose, at the same time,
that the new party establish fra-
ternal relations with the Interna-
tional Communist League and all
other groups and parties working
for a new (IFourth) International
and colluborate with them in the
work of preparing the new world
party.

We agree with you that the
best defense of the Soviet Union,
and the most effective way now to
liberate the Workers State from
the incubus of Stalinism is the
building ot powecrful revolutionary
parties of the new international in
the capitalist countries. This con-
ception lies at the root of our fun-
damental conceptions and has ani-
mated all our gactivity. We -consid-
er it incorrect, however, to coun-’
terpose this fundamental task of
reviving the revolutionary move-
ment in the capitalist countries to
the struggle of the Bolshevik-Len-
inists within the Soviet Union to
preserve and strengthen the Dic-
tatorship of the Proletariat, to re-
form it and cleanse it of bureau-
cratic degeneration. Since the re-
gime of Stalinism  has  strangled
the revolutionary party in the So-
viet Union uno less than in other
countries, this struggle for the re-
form of the Workers State requires
that the Bolshevik-Leninists in the
U.S.S..—and the new parties of

the Fourth International with them
aim at the creation of a new
party, that is, the revival of the
Bolshevik party under new condi-
tions. But this can be accomplished
only as a result of the successful
development of the New Interna-
tional in the capitalist countries.

In your letter reference is made
to the different origins of the two
organizations, different habits of
work, etc. This undoubtedly will
present certain difficulties in the
tirst stages of the fusion, and pos-
sibly even afterward. But there is
also a positive side, insofar as the
different experiences and differenc-
es in emphasis which have marked
the main activities of the members
of the two organizations, can be
regarded now, in the light of the
concrete tasks of the present, as
rather complementary than anta-
gonistic. The reciprocal influence
of the active militants ot each group
on the others, within a single or-
ganization, can make for a rounded
and firmly united party.

Our fundamental task, as we See
it, is to bring our forces together
ond form the new party without
Gelay.  As a practical method of
preparing and hastening the uni-
fication we submit the following
concrete proposals:

1. That we set up a joint unity
committee composed of an
equal number from each or-
ganization.

That this joint committee be
charged with the task of pre-
paring a draft of a declara-
tion of principles and a pro-
gram of action for the new

(84

party.
3. That this joint committee
draw up the organization

plans to effect the unification
at a joint convention in the
near future, and also work
out detailed plans to adjust
organization questions, press,
name of the party, etc.

these proposals meet with

your approval, we are ready to se-

lect our representatives to the

unity committee without delay.

Yours fraternally,
National Committee

Communist League of America

ARNE SWABECK,

Secretary

It

A.F.of L Convention
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tune moment.

The Frisco strike also revealed
the role of the reactionary leaders
in their struggle against the strike
and the left wing.

Organizing the Left Wing

These struggles have been big
lessons to the new developing pro-
gressive and left wing force in the
A. I*. of L. The opposition is be-
ginning to learn the ins and outs
und the need of an organized left
wing. The Toledo struggle and the
Minneapolis strike brought to the
fore, in the clearest form, the kind
of new leadership we need and the
tactics necessary to win the strikes
and defeat the reactionary aims of
the A. F¥. of L. leaders.

The new progressive opposition is
a growing force. On the one hand,
there is the vast army of new
members coming into the A. . of L.
through the organization of work-
ers in the basic industries, forming
new unions. On the other hand, in
the old craft outfits, such as the
teamsters, the longshoremen, ete.,
new recruits and conditions under
the NRA are making for unions and
locals that are putting up battles
that every worker can be proud of
and which strike fear into every
reactionary leader.

The “Red” Scare

The “Red” scare will be played
up to the highest point by the con-
servatives. Most of the “reds” in
the unien have nothing in common
with Stalinism, and sad to say, a
goodly number must yet be intro-
duced to the theories of commun-
ism. 'The *red scare” that Green
and Company speak of is in reality
the militant progressive left wing
movement that is now developing.
They realize this and want to nip
it in the bud. They understand
what a strike like Minneapolis
means. They know that the strik-
ers were unanimous in their sup-
port of the leadership of the Min-
neapolis strike. They know that
strike leadership of this type and
calibre is deadly poison to their
treacherous counservative role, and
that this type of unionism spells
ruin to the bosses and to their labor
lieutenants.

Against Political Diserimination

The progressive left wingers
must fight in this convention for
the right of union members to be-
long to any political party of their
choice. A fight must be put up
against Green and Company who
endeavor to expel communists and
others. They must fight for social
insurance. They must see that the
six-hour day and five-day week,

with no reduction in pay, becomes

a fighting point for the general re-
duction of all hours of work, espe-
cially in the industries where 44
and 34 hours still prevail for mil-
lions of workers. The labor leaders
nust be instructed to resign from
the NRA and all other class colla-
boration labor boards. A struggle
against the NRA must be developed
through a militant class trade un-
ion policy.

The compromise proposal of the
metal trades unions on the strug-
gle over the “vertical” or industri-
al form of union organization does
not conform to the developments.
It will retard the forward march
toward amalgamation. In fact it
is more of an attempt to head off
amalgamation in the building of
industrial unions than a step in
that direction. The federal unions
must be transformed into industrial
unions as rapidly as possible.

It is true that the militant left
wing will not be able to win its ob-
jectives at this convention. Never-
theless, it must put its program be-
fore the gathering and wuse the
convention as a forum to further
crystallize its forces. The future
of the American labor movement
belongs to the new type of militant
leaders and the new tactics that
they are developing.

—HUGO OEHLER.
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