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0000 Pennsylvania
Silk Workers to Swell
Ranks of StrikingDyers

Union Solidarity.

with Unemployed
League

Paterson, Nov. 2.—Rounding the
first strike week the Pater=son dyers
are maintaining the traditions of
militancy for which the silk indus-
try is nationally famed.

The Dyers Federation has been
demanding the thirty-hour week,
one dollar an hour, and the union
shop. The bosses, up to the pres-
ent refuse to grant any more than
the 36 hour week with no reduction
in pay. With this the parleys dis-
continued, the union constantly
gaining in strength, the battle-front
extending into Pennsylvania and a
ring of fighting dyers massed
around every open shop and every
scab house still open.

Strike Ranks Swelling

The Federation of Silk and Ray-
on Dyers went into the battle a
week ago strong and confident. Its
feeling. of power was more than
justified. More than 80 percent of
the dyeing industry had previously
been organized by them. 235,000
workers answered the strike call
immediately on its issnance. As we
g0 to press anywhere between ten
to fifteen thousand will follow their
example in Pennsylvania and else-
where. During this last week two
of the largest bleaching houses, the
Standard Bleachery and the Fair-
view Bleachery, previously open
shop fortresses, have joined the
strike front. 1,500 workers are em-
ployed in these establishments.

The stay-at-home idea is furth-
est from the minds of the dyers
during the strike. Picket lines of
thousands are on the march every
morning. Injunctions, cops and
thugs are brushed aside by the
fighting determination by the work-
ers. In Hudson County a judge’s
ruling restricting picket lines to
four strikers became a worthless
serap of paper when 400 strikers
marched before one of the local
mills. The police conveniently for-
got the law and thought it best not
to interfere.

Unemployed League Aiding

Another extremely hopeful sign
for the victory of the strike is the
cooperation of unemployed workers
on picket lines and in striking
large shops still working.

A letter sent by George Baldanzi,
pregident of the dyers federation,
to the Unemployed League calls
upon them to pitech in with the
strikers and make the battle a suc-
cess. This offer has been accepted,
and as in Minneapolis and Toledo,
the Unemployed League of Pennsyl-
vania is mobilizing its members in
Allentown to strike one of the key
shops in that state, the National
Piece Dyeé Works.

So effective has been the tie-up
in the dye industry that several
large jobbers and commission hous-
es are stopping work on orders in
weaving mills for the duration of
the strike. The effect of this and
similar moves will be to throw
thousands of weavers out of work
because of the inability to get the
silk and rayons dyed. The dyers
strike must end in the complete
paralysis of the entire silk indus-
try.

Meantime it is entirely to the in-
terests of the weavers and other
crafts connected with the fabrica-
tion of the product to cast their
lot in with the dyers. More than
1,000 weavers are already on strike.
The bosses are flagrantly violating
the corntract. Abuses are wide-
spread. To add fuel to the fire the
weaving employers are taking ev-
ery advantage of the passivity of
the workers to wipe out all vestiges
of union conditions. One of these
methods  is the organization of
company unions. In Newton, N.J.,
members of the U.T.W. are being
discharged and then rehired only
on the condition that they join the
company union.

Everything favors a victorious
outcome of the dyers strike, barring
timidity or capitulation of the
leadership. The weavers can share
in this victory provided they give
the dyers their complete solidarity
and if necessary are prepared to
take a bold aggressive stand before
the height of the season is over.
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Instructions for
New Party Voters

The greatest task before all
revolutionary workers is the
building of the New Party.

The Communist League calls
upon you to support them in this
titanic job.

In this election, we ask for
your support by writing in the
name of J. P. Cannon as a dem-
of solidarity in the
creation of the new party.

Last minute _nstructions:

When you enter the polling
both pay no a tention to any
levers. There i: space for writ-
ing in names. Use that space
to write in the name of James
P. Cannon for Governor. Do
not write any 1iore or less than
specified here. Do not write in
names for any other candidates.
Be sure to use >nly an ordinary
black lead penc l. Bring it with
you as they ar¢ not supplied at

polls.
IFor the New Party!

cnstration

Police Attacks!

“Deplored” by
Tory Diehard

With an overwhelming rush of
liberality as election time draws

near, the political opponents of
Governor Lehman have pounced
upon the bruta! beating of the

“hunger marchers” in Albany, and
are trying to make of this mon-
strous crime a political football.

The tender heart of Robert Moses.
Republican candidate for Governor,
bled with compassion as he witnes-
sed the scene: the highway to Al-
bany strewn with the prostrate
bodies of bruised and bleeding men
and women, victims of the police
thugs.

And as polling time approaches,
can Governor Lehman afford to be
outdone in mercy and compassion?
No! A thousand times no! Have
Republicans then the monopoly as
defenders of democratic rights? If
L.ehman is pricked, doth he not
bleed. 1is reply should set at rest,
once and for al'l, his Republican
maligners.

“I am without authority,” said
in effect the Governor of the State
of New York, “buat 1 affirm my be-
lief in the right of peaceful assem-
bly.”

And the crowning touch! The
wonder of wond.rs! The miracle
of miracles! Mayor Thacher of
Albany, whose ¢aps beat up the
hunger marchers, yet, Mayor Tha-
cher himself issu>d this statement:

“I believe thoroughly in the.
rights of any group to public as-
sembly.”

Election Balm for Cracked Skulls

Then it is unanimous! And the
“hunger marchers”, wards pro-tem
of the Governme:nt flophouse, their|
wounds tenderly cared for, may
console themselves with these mag-

nanimous stateraents, balm for
their wounds. From now until
November 6, Elcction Day, they

are safe from police clubs, from
merciless beatings. From now un-
til November 6 they have the full
right of Demo-ratic assemblage.
They may meet, they may protest
within moderation.

But after November 6, we can
offer them no guarantee. They
must guard their heads as Dbest
they can. Gove nor Moses cannot
save them. Governor Solomon
cannot save them. Nor can Gov-
ernor Amter. After November 6,
affairs are restored to normal or-
der, and the police reign supreme
again.

But is it neot pleasant to realize
that there is one short season when
the jobless have a voice, when the
cops must swathe their billies in
election ribbons, when the most re-
actionary political leader and the
most brutal ward heeler speaks the
language of justice and democra-

New Dealers
Bolt Sinclair
In Epic Flight

Joining Ranks of Forgotten
Men He Calls to God

For Succor

Abandoned by his Democratic
colleagues in California; spurned
by Farley, high-hatted by Roose-
velt, double-cressed by Creel,
gvpped in generil to a fare-ye-
well, the =saintly Upton Sinclair
furns to God for aid.

FFar be it from us to doubt the
efficacy of prayer. which has served
the lLoly church :and generations of
sanctimonious exploiters right well.
Nevertheless, it is our sober judg-
ment that Sincleir will be  very
little benefitted. \We question that
God has lost his well-known poli-
tical acumen. IHe still sides, we
take it, with the bigger battalions.
And, as we view the present poli-
tical line-up of forces, even taking
into account the possibility of a
Iaxt minute switeh on the part of
Jehovah to the side of EPIC, and
reckoning upon the votes of all the

resident angels (cherubims not eli-:

gible because of age limitations),
the gituation. we wonld say, is still
unfavorable to Upton. Gabriel may
turn up unexpece’edly®at the EPIC
headquarters, but Creel and Farley
can still deliver 1morve votes.
“Liberal” Ve sus “Liberal”
Leaving God «ut of the picture
for the present, as an unknown
quantity, the California political
battletield affords an amazing clar-
ification of the c'ass struggle. Class
lines have completely obliterated
the traditional party lines. Reae-
tion in all camp.: has organized to

beat Sinclair. ‘the “liberal” Mr.
Creel, the “Libceral” Mr. Howard
of the Seripps-Howard press, the
entire Democraiic  machine  are

joined in a desherate struggle to
defeat the Democratic candidate,
the *liberal” Mr. TUpton Sinelair,
and to put in oftice the suddenly-
turned liberal Republican candi-
date, the choice of the arch-Tory
G.0.P. \machine, now miraculously
4 supporter of Roosevelt’s New
Deal.

Ninclair may be a chavlatan, or
nit-wit, or both. That is not his
crime against the Democratic Par-
ty of California and the U.8.A. [His
crime lies in the faet that he
sought to revive the hopes of the
cheated working cluss, to restore
faith best forgotten in the supposed
pro-labor principles of the New
Deal. In vain he repeats that is
only urging what Roosevelt has
urged, that his basic program is a
New Deéal program.
cisely what tke Administration
wishes to forget, and wishes the
voters everywhere to forget.

It is exeeedingly unpleasant fori

Roosevelt to be reminded. and for
the voters to be reminded, that the
New Deal promixed (even if it was
all in the spirit of fun and good
sound politics) to restore purchas-
ing power by raising wages, to clip
the wings of the bankers, to mod-
erate the greed of industry, to take
care of the unenployed. All this
*he modified EP1C now proposes to
do all over again, and the response
(Continuec on Page 1)
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That is pre-:

nion Fight

Forces A &P
ToBackDown

Spreading of Strike and
Boycott Threat Calls
Bosses Bluff

As we go to press, the directors
of the Atlantic and Pacific Tea
Company show xigns of “backing
dewn™ from their announced policy
of closing all of their stores in sec-
ticns where they were faced with
“labor troubles™.

Outwardly proceeding with their
bluff in Cleveland, Ohio. by the
removal of merchandise from the
300 clostd stores in that city, the
A. & . officials nevertheless and
at the same time issued mollifying
statements having to do with the
pessibility of reopening these same
stores,

The earlier report that the board
of directors were agreed on accept-
ing the settlement proposals of the
National Labor Relations Board
proved premature. However, the
statements  emanating from the
chain store oflicials were far re-
moved from their earlier bold
stand.

“It is impossible for the Board
ot Directors to make final decision
upon the guesticn of their ability
to open the company’s stores in
Cleveland nntil a  further study
has been made o the problems in-
volved,” the nor-committal state-
ment of the boar.d of directors vead.

At the same tine, it was observed
that the work of removing the mer-
chandise was to all practical pur-
poses halted, with only a skeleton
crew going throiugh the motions.

I'aced with th» extension of the
strike to other cities in- Ohio, the
threat of strike in Mlwaukee, the
imminent bhoycoti in (hicago, New
York and other lavge cities, to say
nothing of 1thore smaller towns
where the chains are none too pop-
ular, the A. & I’. were forced, at
least in their public utterances, to
backwater. If the movement of
protest is not pormitted to die, if
the strike wave strikes swift and
hard wherever the A. & P’. has its
stores, they will surrender entirely.

It is more than a little disquiet-
ing, however, to read that the Meat
Cutters' 1nion “leaders” in Cinein-
nati have orderced the postponement
of the strike in that city indefi-
nitely.

It has been said again and again.
It must be repeated. Arbitration
boards, whatever their character
l‘and make-up, will grant to the
i workers only what they have rea-
[#on to believe the workers will be
able to win for themselves. Their
so-called impartiality, at best con-
sists of weighing the two opposing
forces, and deciding on the mini-
mum which they must give the
workers in order to realize an in-
dustrial “truce”.

The lockout threat must be an-
swered by «strike action and
boycott. Workingeclass consumers,
workers’ wives must at once carry
on the picketing of A. & P. stores
in all cities. 7The lockout is the
direct attack of hosses upon all or-
ganized labor. "The answer of the
workers must be equally swift and
j direct.
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ForNational Convention to

Launch New Party in U.S.

Demonstrate
November24
For Jc_:_liBehef

National Unewmployed Day, initi-
ated by the National TUnemployed
League promises to be this year
the mightiest demonstration of em-
ployed and uncmployed workers
this country has yet witnessed. In
25 states of the union the jobless
will gather, together with their
employed fellow workers, and de-
mand :

1). An  extensive system of
public works to provide work for
the unemployed on a basis of $30
A week minimum for a 30 hour
week.,  On skilled work, trade un-
ion rates where such rates ure
higher.

2. Tassage of the Lundeen
Workers Unemployment: Insurance
Bill,

3. TPending the passage of the
Unemployment Insurance Bill di-
rect cash relief to be paid at the
rate of $10 a weck for a single per-
son, $15 for a family of two, and
$4 for each additional person in the
family.

4. Right of all workers on pub-
lic works to organize and engage
in collective bargaining.

5. Recognition of the represent-
atives of the organized unemployed
hefore relief ageneies.

6. Federal adequate disability
compensation on all public projects.

7. All war funds to be turned

over to unemployed relief.

These demonstrations will take
place before the respective state,
county and city 1elief boards of the
some 25 states in question. Simul-
taneously with the local and state
demonstrations, a committee will
be semt to Waxhington to place
their demands before Federal Re-
lief Director HHopkins and Presi-
dent Roosevelt.

Unity of action of all unemployed
organizations will be the key-note
of this November 24 demonstration.

This is not to be only a day for
the unemployed. Every class-con-
cious worker, every enemy of
hunger must make thix day a day
never to be erased from the memor-
ies of the countless ill-fed and un-
der-fed. Nor must those that are
parcelling out their miserable doles
to the unemployed today he permit-
ted to forget it cither.

Among those unemployed organ-
izations who have responded to the.
call of the National ['nemployed
League are: Minneapolis Central
Council of Workers, Texas UUnem-
ployed Union, Fiorida Unemployed
IFederation, Illinois Workers Alli-
ance and similar organizations in
about 25 states in the union.

YOLIR DUTY TO NEW PARTY

In the past year the membership of the Communist
League in all scctions of the country
And, unlike the Stalinist Party, the members it wins
it holds, and holds to a revolutionary line.

In the same period, the circulation of the Militant
has gone up considerably: today the net paid cir-
culation is approximately double what it was one

year ago.
And in this period

More than this:
The past year has seen the C

tory. Severing its factional tie

Stalinist Party, it has turned its face to the masses
of American workers and entered side by side with
them into the struggles of our class.

The League hes participated prominently and hon-
orably in a number of united front movements from
It has begun to play a leading role
in the organization of unemployed workers in several
states, notably Minnesota and Illinois.
of strikes, above all in the great strikes of the drivers
in Minneapolis, C.L.A. members have been to the
fore in every aspect of the struggle.

Finally, the year 1934 has been signalized in C.L.A.
history by the launching of concrete steps toward
the building of the new revolutionary party.

Coast to Coast.

negotiations with the A.W.P., now

cy?

promise an early harvest that will gladden the heart

the New International,
C.I..As monthly theoretical organ, has been founded
and won an immediate place as the only Marxist
theoretical journal published in the United States.

J.LA. enter mass
activitiex on a scale never before realized in its his-

has grown.

problems.

of every revolutionary worker.

All these new developments have widened the circle
of the League's influence and the base on which it
leans for support.

But they have also created new

New members, for example in New York, have re-
quired the setting up of new branches, and new

branches have meant new headquarters.

the

Kvery time a new subscriber is found by the Mili-
tant, he brings along a circle of friends who want a
few copies free or who are unemployed and want a
cheap subscription.

Every step forward in trade union work means new

to the hopeless

we are.
money . .

In a number born,

Do not delay.
The
proceeding apace,

obligations—leaflets to print, halls to rent, etc.

The original cost of launching the New Interna-
tional—the purchase of type etc.—mesant a large in-
vestment of our meagre funds.

Result: we need money.

Relatively speaking, the larger we grow, the poorer
We have more money, and we spend more
. and always we need more money.
the problem of growing pains.

At this moment one great aid can be given the
League, and in this way the new party soon to be
It is by helping the new party fund.

“New Party Certificates” in one and five dollar
denominations are for sale.
to your fellow-workers.
enough for a cerfificate, or whatever you can spare.

It is

Buy them and sell them
Send in your contribution—

Become an active factor in the campaign to build
the Workers Party of the United States.
Let us hear from you at once, Comvades!

Russian Revolution

And Militant Issue

Neventeen years of the Russian
Revolution!

Nix years of the Militant!

The coincidence of these two:
anniversaries  within _ a  few
weeks g far from accidental.|
The service of the Militant in
the cauxe of the fundamental
ideas of the Russian Revolution |
is well known to our readers.

The Militant proposes to cele-
brate both theve occasions in a
special anniversary edition to
appear November 17. We are
considering the addition of two
extra pages to facilitate the ap-
pearance of several excellent
features by outstanding writers.

But that depends on you as
much as on us. Our lack of funds
torces us to leave that part of
it up to you. If suflicient con-
tributions and greetings are re-
ceived then you ean count on us
doing our end of the job.

What do you say, Militant :
Readers? l

Labor Editors
Threatened by
Fascist Thugs

The charge that editors of New
York 1falian-language newspapers
have been warned that their lives
are in danger, is contained in 2

statement published in  the latest
issue of Il Martello, New York an-
archist wceekly published by Carlo
Tresca.

The newspaper, out today, charg-
es that an cditor of Stampa Libera,
local anti-Fascist daily, was recent-
Iy threatened with violence because
of his oppoesition to Generoso Pope,
building supply merchant and pub-
lisher of several local Fascist dail-
ie<. Il Martello contains an appeal
to all journalists to stand by, and
warns that if harm befalls the edi-
tor of Stampa Libera, those guilty
will pay the price of their crimes.
Stampa Libera supports the Colum-
bus Day United Anti-Fascist Com-
mittee, to which the C.I.A. is af-
filiated.

The statement of Il Martello de-
scribes “the state of affairs in the
newspaper world of the Italian col-
oy in the United States” as one
of terrorism by reactionary pub-
lishers against all opponents.

It charges that a Mr. Noto, an
editor of Pope’s (orriere d’America,
who was active on behalf of the
Newspaper Guild, a union, was phy-
sically attacked by Pope in the
latter's office on July 17. Pope al-
so threatened him with a revolver.
Il Martello goes on to describe the
recent controversy between the edi-
tors of Stampa Libera and Pope.

“An editor of Stampa Libera re-
ceived a series of visits from . . .
underworld characters who . . . 're-
quested’ that Stempa Libera cease
to publish criticism of Pope. The
cditor of Stampa Libera refused
repeatedly to make any such com-
mitments. On the occasion of their
last visit, the underworld charaec-

ters informed the editor that they:

would not call again and that the
editor should know what that

| means’.

“An attempt is being made by

Generoso Pope in this city to exer-] Fourth

cise censorship over the TItalian-
language press by means of gang-
sters!  An attempt is being made
to inangurate in the Italian colony
in the United States the same po-
liical regime in the press as pre-
vails today in Mussolini’s Italy!
“Call it Fascism, or call it gang-
sterism, the threat to the editor of
Stampa Libera is intolerable. . . .
“Fascism shall not be transplant-
ed to this city!
“Perhaps this notice will suffice.
“If not, if more must he said, if
more must be done, we are pre-
pared to say it and do it.”

SUBSCRIBE TO THE MILITANT

AWP-CLA
SetNov.30th
For Meeting

In the heart of the mighty *“Dol-
lar Empire” a new revolutionary
workers' party will he launched in
New York City, November 30 to
December 2. The eall for the or-
ganization convention will soon be
issued by the Communist League
of  America and  the American
Workers DParty.

This great step of revolutionary
nnity is the reply to the oppressive
conditions of capitalism, the cry-
ing 1need for workers’ leadership
and the general chaos and confu-
sion  which strangles the labor
movement.

FFor over two decades the ad-
vanced workers’ movement has
been wracked by internal dissen-
tions and splits.  During this per-
iod capitalism has repeatedly given
proof of its bankrupt character.
No longer can it supply the need of
the producers.

The capitalist c¢lags, faced with
its doom, has unleashed the forces
of barbaric reaction. In Italy,
Germany, and Austria triumphant
Fascismn has destroyed all workers’
organizations and all democratic
liberties. Fascist reaction is grow-
ing everywhere.

Hand in hand with the growth of
Fascism are the feverish prepara-
tions for a new world war. Fas-
cism not only hastens new wars but
the coming armed conflicts hasten
the development of Iascism in the
so-called “democratic” countries:
the master class hzs to destroy the
militant labor novement to suceass-

fully carry out its war program.
How are the workers to resist
these reactionary moves? Why has
reaction triumphed up to now when
the conditions are over-ripe for a
new society and real freedom?

It is precisely because of the ab-
sence of the collective conscience,
intelligence, will and determination
of the working class which only a
revolutionary Marxist party ean
concentrute, Only the Russian
workers succeeded in forging such
an effective instrument, the Bolshe-
vik Party. They alone have suc-
cessfully defeated their exploiting
class and ‘established the workers’
soviet republic.

But the parties which speak in
the name of the emancipation of
the working c¢lass, Socialist and
Stalinist, have brought nought but
defeats. They bear the responsi-
bility for the present headless con-
dition of the workers’ movement.
The recent display of workers’
spontaneous militancy in the Unit-
ed States, the defeat of the strikers
and the disorganized state of the
jobless bear eloquent testimony to
the dire need for a new revolution-
ary party. The workers are ready
to struggle against unemployment,
hunger and misery. But who is to
lead them to victory? What force
exists capable of guiding them from
the everyday battles to their funda-
mental class need, the overthrow of
capitalism, the establishment of so-
cialism?

Only that organization which,
having absorbed the experiences of
the past, is based on the granite
foundation of revolutionary inter-
nationalism, and merges Marxism
with the masses in motion can serve
such a function. 1In our times such
a party must strive to build the
International, the world
party of revolution.

To forge such an instrument the
Communist League of America and
the American Workers Party have
gone through months of negotia-
ffons and arrived at a joint declar-
ation of principles. The declara-
tion contains the basic essentials
of revolutionary Marxism. Nerjous
discussion of the draft is taking
place in both organizations and will
be held at the fusion convention.
Revolutionary wunity will be
achieved. In the fires of the en-
so ng class battles it will gain its

spurs and come forward as the
militant leader of the workers and
all oppressed.

SPEAKERS:

m. sHaciivan IRunesian RRevolution Anmniversar

Wed. November 7-=-S ». .

A. J. MUSTE

Yy

Auspices: American Workenrs Party & Communist League

IRVING PLAZA
Irving Pl. & 15 th St
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TheChauvinist i’Anti-JapaneseCamp

u

1t is the task of the American
Party to come out in the most de-
cisive manner against Japanese
imperialism, against the latter’s
attack on China and seizure of
Manchuria, and against its prepar-
ation for attack on the Soviet Un-
ion. This means that the party
must make widespread use of all
the facts of military preparation,
provocation, terror, etc., on the part
of Japanese imperialism, in order
to arouse the masses against the
threat of war and to utilize their
sentiments of natural indignation
against Japanese imperialism as
the direct and open instigator of
war, bringing out and developing
these sentiments of the masses and
transforming into a revolutionary
struggle against war. At the same
time the CPUSA must not forget
that the aim of American Imper-
jalism together with other imperi-
alist countries to smash the Soviet
Union has not been in the slightest
degree decreased.

Having this aim, American Im-
perialism encourages tendencies of
Japanese Imperialism to make war
against the Soviet Union, aiming
at the same time at the weakening
of the military strength of Japan.

The resolution of the ECCI on
the immediate tasks of the CPUSA
gave an entirely correct character-
ization of the international situa-
tion and the tasks of the American
Party, which it described as fol-
lows:

“A new world war becomes an
immediate danger. The greatest
and most urgent task of the whole
world proletariat and the toiling
masses, above all the American
proletariat, is to wage a most in-
tensive, widespread, devoted and
courageous struggle against a new
imperialist war — THE STRUG-
GLE AGAINST AMERICAN IM-
PERIALISM, ITS WAR PREPAR-
ATIONS AND INTERVENTION
PLANS MUST BE THE CENTER
OF THE EVERY DAY WORK OF
THE PARTY AMONG THE
MASSES: IN THE FACTORIES,
TRADE UNIONS, IN STRIKES,
AMONG THE UNEMPLOYED,
NEGROES, YOUTH, AND WO-
MEN.”

The first mistake made by the
party leadership in the campaign
against the menace of war and es-
pecially against the provocative
acts of Japanese Imperialism, was
the confusion on the question of
party slogans. The Communist
party failed to understand that the
slegan: “Oust the Japanese diplo-
matiec and commercial representa-
tives from the United States” and
“Boycott Japanese goods” should
have come from the masses and the
non-party working class organiza-
tions. Instead of that, these slo-
gans were and still are advanced as
slogans of the Communist party,
advocated in the Daily Worker, in
speeches of responsible Party rep-
resentatives, and in resolutions of
the Chicago Party Convention.

The party must suppori these
slogans inasmuch as they are put
forward by non-party workers and

thelr mass organizations who ex-
press in these one-sided.and half-
way slogans their sincere indigna-
tion at the robber exploits of Jap-
anese Imperialism. The Commu-
nist Party, while carrying on pro-
paganda for its main slogans for a
bolshevist method of struggle
against war, cannot neglect and
least of all come out against, the
radical sentiments of the masses;
on the contrary, it must support
them and transfer them in a revo-
lutionary manner. In cases where
& mass revolutionary non-party or-
ganizgtion which is ready to come
out against the war danger, does
not yet accept our Communist slo-
gans, we must help it to formulate
its protest against the threat of war
even in the form of such slogans as
ousting Japanese diplomatic repre-
sentatives, but even in these cases
the initiative must come from the
non-party workers themselves.

The difference between the slo
gans of the Party and the slogans
of the non-party mass organiza-
tions not issued by the Party itself
will be clearer if we take the de-
mand of credits for the Soviet Un-
jon or the proposals of the Soviet
delegation at the Geneva Disarma-
ment Conference.

The Party must support such de-
mands when put forward by work-
ers’ mass organizations. The Com-
munist Party must come out
against and systematically expose
those groups of bourgeoisie who
fight against commercial credits to
the Soviet Union, sabotage them
but its stand must be POLITICAL,
linking up this policy of the bour-
geoisie wth ts preparations of war
against the Soviet Union and
against its attacks the working
class nt home, unmasking the bour-
geoixie with regard to these ques-
tions and mobilizing the masses to
struggle against the bourgeoisie in
the same way. The Communist
Party cannot adopt as its slogan
the concrete proposals of the Soviet
delegation at the Geneva Disarma-
ment Conference. However, the
Communist Party cannotl oppose
them and is hound to support any
mass organization coming out in
their favor.

The CPUSA has not noticed this
difference in slogans, and in spite
of direct instructions from the EC
CI, has continwed up until recently
to issue them as slogans of the
Communist Party.

In this the leadership of the
C ommunist  Party has given evi-
dence of its lack of understanding
of the necessity for transferring
the center of gravity of its work to
the mobilization of the masses; in-
stead of AROUSING THE MASS-
£ to the struggle against the war
and spurring them on to put for-
ward by themselves even the most
clementary anti-imperialist slogans,
the leadership of the Party followed
the path of REPLACING THE
MASSES BY THE PARTY. And,
not withstanding the instructions of
the ECCI, the Communist Party has

continued its incorrect position re-
sulting in inadequate mobilization
of the masses against Japanese
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The Significance of the Comintern Document

The document which is printed below is a glaring

revelation of the policies and state

Third International and its national sections.
a letter sent to the leauders of the Communist party
in this country by the Executive Committee of the
Communist International, dated September 27, 1934.
A note at the top reads: “Received N. Y. Nov. 14,
Mimeographed for
the members of the American Central Committee, it
was of course never seen by the party membership.

Early in 1932, in connection with the Japanese -
perialist assault upon Manchuria and Shanghai, the

1932.—R.B. (Earl Browder)”.

U. 8. Stalinists launched a feverish

the slogan, “Oust the Japanese Ambassador from the
Those who have forgotten the ar-
ticles printed at that time by the Dally Worker, will
have their memories refreshed by the document be-

United States!”

low. Instead of concentrating its

“own"” bourgeoisie, the American Stalinist party took

upon itself the role of Councillor
American ruling class.

revolutionary policy.

is at home.”

In condemning the whole chauvinistic campaign of
the Stalinists at that time, the Militant wrote on
“The American party demands of
the bourgeoisie that it take steps against the Japan-

April 16, 1932:

ese which the Soviet Union has

taking. But the expulsion of all diplomatic repre-

gsentatives is only the first of many
To break off diplomatic relations is
lude to a declaration of war.

American bourgeoisie in declaring
Japanese.

make it read: Transform the civil
perialist war.”

In the crudest imaginable
manner, the Stalinists substituted chauvinism for a
The Stalinists simply forgot
the classic axiom of Karl Liebknecht: “The enemy

The cruel logic of the
party’s downright chauvinistic position is that, in
the event of the consistent sharpening of the con-
flict, it would only be stopping ‘unreasonably’ half-
way along its chosen road if it failed to support the

That is how the mercenaries of Stalinism
are slowly converting the great Leninist slogan to

of affairs in the
1t is
this case,

Soviet Union.

campaign under
This is proved
E.C.C.1. itself,

it.
attack upon its

of State to the The American

party
criticism.

refrained from
why the essence

connected steps.

usually the pre- putting forward

ly".

“spoutaneously".

war against the

war into an im-

under its own name.

support of it because .

We pointed out further that this course was the
inevitable fruit of the nationalistic
practices of Stalinism. As shown so sensationally in
Stalinism
communist parties from organizations fighting to
overthrow their own bourgeoisie into departments of
the foreign office of the Soviet Union whose increas-
ingly exclusive task is a pacifist “defense” of the

theories and

relentlessly transforms the

In other words. the policy of Browder, Weinstone
and Co. was not an accidental deviation, but the
logical outcome of the whole Stalinist policy of
*socialism in one country’!

to the hilt by the *‘criticism” of the

It is not a revolutionary condemna-
tion of the C.P.’s “Japanese campaign’.
Fundamentally, it is an endorsement of it!
anything, the Moscow secretariat only proposes to
add hypocrisy and chicanery to chauvinism.

Far from
It

Stalinists evoked a storm of criti-

cism against their campaign and the slogans under
whieh it was carried out.
gide, and the l.ovestoneites to a lesser extent, on the
other, submitted the C. P. cumpaign to a sharp cri-
ticism. Browder was compelled to admit that many
members had
What the E.C.C.I.
was merely to put over the same chauvinist slogans,
oidy in a less blatant and less crude form.

The Militant, on the one

been deeply affected by this

was concerned with

That is
of the whole Comintern ‘*‘criticism”

is confined to a complaint against the American C.P.

the disgraceful slogans directly,

1t should be done more “clever-

The C.P. must tirst get one of its ‘‘mass organ-
izations” to put

forward the reactionary slogans
Then the C. P. must come out in
.. the masses have advanced it.
”" * *®

With the exception of the first introductory, which
are of a geuneral agitational nature, the letter of the
E.C.C.I. is reprinted here in full.
cept the words in caps, are ours.

All emphasis, ex-

imperialism.

The corresponding instructions
from the ECCI on the question of
slogans for the anti-war campaign
of the party were given very soon
after the CC correctly put forward
the slogans *“Oust the Japanese
Diplomatic Representatives” and
“Boycott Japanese goods”. Imme-
diately after receiving the instruc-
tions of the KCCI, the Secretariat
of the CC CPUSA, on the 12 of
March addressed the party organ-
izations with a circular letter in
which the instructions of the ECCI
were on the whole clearly put for-
ward.

In the circular it was stated that
the slogans, “Oust the Agents of
Japanese Imperialism” and *“Boy-
cott of Japan” should be raised by
workers’ organizations so as to cre-
ate the sentiments of utmost hatred
against Japanese imperialism, the
spearhead of world imperialism,
but should not be put forward by
the party directly (AS HAD BEEN
DONE). THEY SHOULD COME
FROM BELOW ; resolutions shou'd
be published in the press, so as to
make these demands real demands.

This instruction was given to the
party organizations, in the form of
a short circular, but without any

political explanation. There was

no serious political discussion
the Politburo or in the CC of the
previous erroneous position of the
CC in this question. According to
the statemeit made by three mem-
bers of the Polburo who came to the
XII plenun of the ECCl, they were
never informed of the ECCI instrue-
tions concerning these slogans.
This information they for the first
time received in Moscow. One of
the comrades, incidentally heard in
the beginning of April some indefl-
nite remarks concerning such infor-
mation, but in a form that did not
correspond with the content of the
instructions.

Also at the X1V plenum of the
('C this gquestion was not correctiy
presented, or explained to the
Party. In the report of the reporter
of the Politburo to the plenum,
comrade Weinstoune, this question
was blurred and confused. Comrade
Weinstone kept saying that “We
have put forward as slogans in the
campaign against war in China the
slogans of ‘Economic boycott’ and
‘Oust the Imperialists’. Why have
we raised these slogans? In order
to arouse a2 mass movement of the
workers.” In this no difference
was brought up between these slo-
gans as Party slogans and slogans
of non-party mass organizations.

in;Only in oune place comrade Weln-

stone made the remark about *put-
ting forward these slogans from on
top and not from below” But it is
impossible to see what he had in
mind—lower Party organizations,
or non-party masses? Comrade
Weinstone in his report referred to
the speculations of the Social Dem-
ocrats and lLovestoneites on these
slogans issued by the Party and
prese_nting the slogans all the time
as if they were slogans of the
Party, he continued to defend them
with arguments such as “Boycott
and driving out of the imperialists
does not actually mean war”,

Comrade Browder, who devoted
his speech at the Plenum almost
exclusively to the question of
struggle against the war danger,
likewise did not make any distinec-
tion between these slogans of the
Communist Party or slogans of non-
party organizations. In bringing
up the questions of concrete slogans
of the Party for the struggle
against war Comrade Browder de-
clared: “When we brought forward
the slogans very sharply and con-
cretely, directed against Japanese
imperialism which is the spearhead

siun of the Japunese jmperialist
representatives in the United States
for economic boycott, many of our
members did not understand this.
In fact these members had a reac-
tion against these slogans. Gener-
ally within the party was felt the
influence of the Lovestoneite and
Trotskyist attacks against these
slogans. The party was not pre-
pared to' answer the attacks made
upon our slogans by the renegades
and by the socialists.”

And again, not stating exactly by
whom these slogans should be is-
sued, Comrade Browder spoke of
them as if they should be the slo
gans of the Party, declared them
to be correct, and called for “com-
plete liquidation of all hesitation
and all fears” and for a “bold ap-
plication of the line that these slo-
gans represent”

This presentation of the question
at the Plenum of the CC shows that
the Party leadership uapproached
the directives of the ECCI1 in a me-
chanical way and, without under-
standing the essence of the ques
tion and without explaining it tc
the Party, continued to repeat its
former errors. Thus in the Daily
Worker of May 17 the leading ar-
ticles contained in the form of a
direct appeal to the workers the
slogans: “‘Force all Japanese diplo-
mats and commercial representa-
tives from the United States”. Ac-
cording to the Daily Worker May
31, Comrade Browder at the Chica-
go Nominating Convention of the
Communist I’arty, in the report de
livered in the nume of the Centra.
Committee of the Party *“‘called up-
on the workers . . . to demonstrate
against the representatives of Jap-
anese imperialism and drive them
out of the United States”. Accord-
ing to the IDD.W., the Chicago Con-
vention adopted among other reso-
lutions, a resolution against the
war danger, calling for “the driv
ing out of the Japanese imperialis.
representatives and boycott ol
Japanese goods”. (Daily Worker,
May 31). It would be well for the
Daily Worker to avoid emphasizing
the national instead of class aspect
of the war by speaking of Japanese
frightfuiness when describing the
acts of Japanese imperialism.

11X

The mistakes of the CPUSA in
putting forward anti-Japanese slo-
gans are closely bound up with the
obvious under-estimation  of the
task of the TI'arty of struggle
against American imperialism.

In the present concrete situation
the American bourgeoisie is trying
to find a way out of the crisis along
the path of further attacks on the
American working class: by a more
intensive exploitation of colonial
and semi-colenial countries; by a
war against its imperialist rivals,
by war against the USSR. The
American bourgeoisie is now carry-
ing out this inseparably interwoven
line transtorming one of these links
into another. From this essence ot
the class policy of the American

of the development of a world im- | bourgeoisie at home from its pre-

perialist war, concretized in the
form of the demand for the expul-

paration for war against Japan and
Great Britain and its preparations

aign’’ of AmericanStalinists

for an intervention against the U.S.
S.R. It would be wrong to counter-
pose the rivalry of American and
Japanese imperialism to the irre-
concilable class hatred of the Am-
erican bourgeoisie toward the U.S.
S.R. It would be wrong to divorce
the struggle of the American work-
ing class against American imper-
ialism from the struggle against
the menace of intervention against
the Soviet Union.

In what main lines must proceed
the struggle of the American Party
against war? First of all, the Com-
munist Party cannot separate the
struggle against war from the class
struggle against its “own” bour-
geoisie. The CPUSA should regard
its struggle against war as part of
the genecral struggle against Amer-
ican imperialism. Agitation and
propaganda of the Communist
Party against pacifist and reformist
prescription in the struggle against
war, and exposure of the prepara-
tions of the bourgeoisie for war,
should be closely linked up with the
daily work of the party among the
masses ; should form one basic line
of Communist struggle against war,
the line of revolutionary mass ac-
tion, the line of “STRENGTHEN-
ING, DEVELOPING, BROADEN-
ING AND SHARPENING THE
REVOLUTIONARY ACTION OF
THE MASSES" (Lenin). Con-
stant. linking up of the daily strag-
gles of the working class for im
mediate demands with the struggle
against American imperialism and
its preparations for war; constant
raising of the political activity of
the working class in these strug-
gles; this is the principle method
of POSTPONING the outbreak of
war, of making it difficult for the
bourgeoisie TO PREPARE FOR
WAR, and should the working class
not be able to frustrate the out-
break of war, of OBSTRUCTINIG
THE CONDUCT OF WAR and cre-
ating conditions for its transform-
ation into civil war, for the over-
throw of the bourgeoisie and the
victory of the proletariat.

The revolutionary proletariat
shou!d FIRST OF ALL organize its
anti-war and anti-interventionist
mass struggle adapting it to the
concrete internal and external situ-
ation ax a struggle against ITS
OWN BOURGEOISIE. The prole-
tariat ‘should most energetically
come out in defense of the USSR
not only because the Soviet Union
is the fatherland of the workers,
the stronghold of Socialism, but
nlso because the USSR is a pow-
erful factor in the struggle against
war, and such a struggle is help-
ful in delaying the moment when
the workers of the world, including
the American workers are plunged
into the horrors of blood and pri-
vation of a new imperialist war.

In other words, the struggle
against war and intervention
should be organized by the Commu-
nist Party primarily on the ground
of protecting the interests of the
working masses of its own country
because wars are fought by the
masses and at their expense.

(To Be Continued)

REVIEWING
| THE NEWSS

Egregious

“Gorman has been striking new
notes in strike statements and stra-
tegy, especially for a labor leader
who starts out by being non-radi-
cal. President William Green of
the American Federation of Labor,
making up for his egregious San
Francisco error, calls upon all the
forces of organized labor to back
up the general textile strike. . .”
S. Friedman in the latest literary
darling of American socialism, Ar-
ise. ‘“‘New notes,” “Egregious er-
rors. What the mowement needs
is an Ambrose Blerce to write a
revolutionary Devil's Dictionary.
There, for the convenience of &o0-
ciniists like ¥riedman, strike break-
ing and open and deliberate betray-
als of workers will be referred to
euphemistically as “egregious er-
rors” and “new strategy”

» » *

Social-Democratic Ministers and
Worms

In the effort of leading Social-
Democrats to the Darwinian thesis
they sometimes go to strange
lengths. In his attempt to prove
the horizontal and four-footed an-
tecedenve of Home Sapiens, “com-
rade” Per Albin Hansson, his Swe-
dish Majesty’s Social-Democratic
minister, has thrown himself pros-
trate before the Royal offspring-—
proving that it is just as easy—
far easier, in fact—for a Social-
Demoeratic minister to crawl on
all fours than to stand upright like
a man.

* * *

Jehova for Sinclair

Sinclair sums up his campaign
to end poverty in California better
than ever we could in his latest
poem to the New Republic, Therein
he sums up his faith in Jehovah
and proves that he has the Al-
mighty's official seal:

“Q God my Father, and God my

Friend ]

-And God my Guide to Poverty's
HEHnd. Amen.”

Which reminds us of a story Sin-

clair surely must have heard from
his southern grandpappy. A Ger-
man soldier in the Unjon army was
caught in the act of fllching some
vegetables from the bin of a seces-
gionist house-hold and the mistress
of the house shouted: “Have you no
fear of the Lord?” “Nein,” ex-
claimed the soldier, “Gott is all
played out.”
*® * *

Angels for Amter

If Sinclair has the Almighty,
himself, on his side, at least the
rank and file of God's heavenly
abode are all for Israel Amter. For
there’s a strong rumor percolating
about that Father Divine's angels
are solid for the local Stalinist
candidate for governor.

» * *

Tears, Tears, More Glycerine

The Republican Moses, not to be
confused with his biblical fore-
bear, has broken down and wept
‘before the rock that is Tammany.
This exhibition of elephantine hu-
manitarianism is brought forth by
the bestial attack on the two hun-
dred or so hunger strikers who at-
tempted to enter Albany to lay
their demands before Governor
ILehman. That other hunger march-
ers, workers and unemployed have
been brutally beaten at the behest
of Republican governors; that the
bonus army was tear-gassed, bay-
onetted and burned out of Wash-
ington by a Republican president is
known to all--even to Moses. But
. . . the hypocricy of a bosg-class
politician before election knows no
bounds. —GLEE.

DR. S. JOYCE

Noted Physician and Author
will give informal talks on:
WORKERS HEALTH
Nov. 5§ — Colds, Sinus Infections,

Sore Throat.
Nov. 12—Boils, Carbuncles, Fungus
Infections.
Nov. 19—Diet and Digestion.
Nov. 26—Obesity and Leanness.
Dec. 2—First Aid.
Dec. 9—Glands.
Dec. 18—Physical Aspects of Psy-
chic Trauma.
Dec. 23—Kidneys.
Subscription for full course $1.
Sngle lecture, 16c.
Every Monday at 8 P.M.
Stuyvesant Casing, 142 Second Ave.

Auspices: Spartacus Youth League.

IN THE

TRADE UNIONS

Another Paper Union
Folds Up

Boston, Oct. 25.—At last the Stal-
inists decided to give up the N.T.
W.I.U.—And please note, that they
do this not because they realize
that they have been wrong, that
their false policies left no other
road open, nor anything to give up.
Ohb, no! The infallibility of Stalin-
ism would not permit that! They
take this step because they have

become suddenly merciful and
come to the rescue of the poor
dressmakers in the I.L.G.W. How

good of the Stalinist-controlled G.
B.B.!

A few questions to the kind gen-
eral secretary Gold: And we will go
back only a brief two years.

Looking at the Record

Gold will probably recall that
two years ago the dressmakers
worked for starvation wages, even
under worse conditions than today
and needed united strength. Why
was it that under your leadership,
—or shall we say under the iron
heel of the Profintern, the G.E.B.
refused to call a united front for a
single strike to gain conditions for
the workers?

In Boston at a general member-
ship meeting of cloak and dress-
makers, at which Gold spoke, the
present writer pointed out that the
only way to gain conditions was to
have one union in the industry and
that the Stalinists were carrying
out a wrong policy by splitting and
keeping the ranks split. Was Gold
lying to himself and to the workers
when he exclaimed, ‘‘Workers, do
not listen to Eva Winer. She is a
‘Trotskyite’ whose policies are
wrong and counter-revolutionary.
We will never give up the Indus-
trial Union! The workers will come
back to us!” (?)

And keep up they did—till they
lost the bulk of the membership.
The few who remained did' so out
of necessity. Either betause they
worked in the few shops then still

cause they stubbornly believed in
the slogans of their leadership.

Again, if the dressmakers need
your help—and it is help you want
to give them and always did—why
was it that when the New York
dressmakers last year under the
ILL.GW. went out in that gigantic
strike which involved almost the
entire trade you even then refused
to face the truth break with your
isolation policy and enter as a body
into the I.L.G.W.? Did you still ex-
pect that the workers would come
back? No, we know better.

Will the Workers “Come Back”?

In spite of the slanders against
“PTrotskyism” with which our pro-
posals were always met by the
Stalinist bureaucrats, the correct-
ness of the policy laid down by the
C.L.A. came to the fore again. When
Koretz was sent here to discuss
with us the situation in the grade
in Boston I again spoke for entry
into the IL.G{W., demdnding full
rights as old members and help the
needle workers’ fight. The old re-
ply came this timef rom Koretz,
that they will keep up the Indus-
trial union even with seven mem-
bers, so sure were they that the
workers would not gain conditions
through the ILI.G.W. and would
come back.

Today Gold states that the work-
ers are very badly off. Would it
not be consistent to wait till they
“come back”? But no, there is now
an order from afar and above to
give up, and the old slogans go
overboard for no other reason. Gold
now becomes soft-hearted and pre-
sents the right wing with the “dress
department”. But the leadership?
They still have a sacred mission.
On the outside they will keep up
the office as a bogeyman to scare
the right wing leaders. The fact,
however, is that the chiefs of the
G.E.B. dare not face the workers.
They know that they pursued this
hide-and-seek policy too long to ex-
pect the workers to have any fur-
ther trust in them and seek their
leadership.

Discretion Better Part of Valor

The following is proof of the

controlled by the Stalinists or be-

bravery and convietion of these

leaders: Only a week ago Koretz
and Gold came to Boston to ‘“con-
vince” a few staunch followers to
carry out the final act for them;
and they found it not so easy. For
these few who repeated religiously
after the pope, “Do not give up,
the workers will come back” so
often till they began to believe it,
it became difficult to face reality
What was to follow was still worse.
To come face to face with the “rank
and file” and lay before them the
new “tarn’”’; to attempt to undo in
one cvening what they had done in
several years was too much for
Gold and Koretz. They were not
equal to the task and leit Boston
just a day before the meeting!
Gold who had shouted phrases,
and Koretz who had stayed in Bos-
ton for a period of time and edu-
cated the followers to the Stalinist
slogans now took the easiest way
out. In their stead they sent Gross
to bring the sad news to Boston.

How did the “rank and file” re-
act? Half of the already tiny group
left did not attend the meeting in
protest against this cowardly act
of Gold and Koretz. Those who
did attend “learned” from Gross
that the New York workers have
become so passive that they do not
vote any longer and are disinteres-
ted in the left wing. Truly a sad
gituation for the Stalinists to ad-
mit while they still consider them-
selves the left wing! But the
workers know otherwise. The years
of treacherous misleadership of the
Stalinists did throw apathy inte
the ranks of the workers, hut that
will not be for long.

Led and inspired by a conscious
vanguard workidg side by side with
them, the workers will again raise
their heads; organize into a strong
left wing and fight for conditions.
It is true, never again under the
leadership of Stalinism, but with
the assistance which can come only
from the tested, clearheaded work-
ers whose views history itself has
vindicated. —EVA WINER.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE MILITANT

JOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE

MARCH OF
EVENTS

Second International Begins
to Crack

Faced with insoluble contradic-
tions hetween the stark realities of
decadent capitalism and the ‘“the-
ories” of gradualism and reformism
based on a bourgeois democracy
that is rapidly disappearing, the
Second International, long dead po-
litically, begins now to show all
the signs of crumbling as a system
of ideas. German fascism wiped
out the largest Social Democratic
party. Any remnants of this party
cannot conceivably base themselves
on the old forms of revisionism but
must inevitably become part of a
new revolutionary party still to he
built. In Austria the socialist
workers took up arms not only to
combat fascism but to disprove
conclusively all the tenets of Aus-
tro-Marxism. The vanguard of the
Spanish proletariat, including the
socialist workers, rallied to arms,
the latter under the banner of a
party that had consistently denied
the validity of force and hence
failed to prepare the working class
for the revolutionary action that
capitalism compels us to use to
bring about its overthrow. The
French socialists, threatened with
the same fascist fate as their
brothers, took to heart the fearful
and inescapable lessons of Germany
and Austria and broke with the
outright reformists, now clearly re-
vealed as masked reactionaries, in
order to move to the left. The
French party in its present state
consists of a number of fractions,
each with its own press, each
striving for political leadership and
for the final adoption of its pro-
gram.

* ] *

The American Socialist Party

The American Socialist party, no
more than the French or the Swiss,
can escape the devastating effects
of the same contradictions. How
can this party reconcile its support
of the revolting Spanish workers,
its hailing of their unsuccessful at-

tempt to bring about a workers’
state by force of arms,—with a
continued advocacy of nothing but
peaceful and legal means in the
United States? Which page of the
New Leader shall one read most
closely, that describing the shoot-
ings in Oviedo or that appealing
for votes for Norman Thomas in
the campaign to help solve all prob-
lems? And if the United States is
in some strange sense different
from Europe, then perhaps Thomas
had better omit his constant refer-
ences to the approaching danger of
fascism here too. But in America
also socialist workers have come to
a realization that their party rests
on unreal foundations. They have
begun to move to the left, but this
natural trend is hampered and sti-
fled by an extremely reactionary
0Old Guard of petty bourgeois busi-
ness men and professionals, includ-
ing the old Forward clique and the
socialist trade union bureaucracy.
The Declaration of Principles ad-
opted by the last convention repre-
sented not any clear-cut break with
the past but a weak compromise, a
distinct concession made by the
“lefts” to the standpat reformists
of the Waldman-Oneal calibre un-
der the threat of split made by the
latter. The right centrists like
Thomas intended this compromise
to have the effect of stopping any
further tendency to go left, and at
the same time to preserve the
“unity” of the organization. Tho-
mas clearly revealed that he leans
upon the right wing at the same
time that he wishes to control the
lefts in his statement on the refer-
endum: “. . . the one thing we so-
cialists cannot afford to do is to
allow it (results of the referendum
on the Declaration of Principles)
to break up our unity, destroy our
discipline, or continue to distract
our energy.” Again, “There i8 room
within the 8. P. for considerable
divergence of view on certain
points, if only we will work for
gocialism.” —dJACK WEBER.

CLEVELAND BRANCH
OPEN FORUM
Sunday, Nov. 11, 2:30 P.M.:

“Bureaucracy or Democratie
Centralism”

Sunday, Nov. 4, 2:30 PM.:
“The NIRA & Strike Wave”
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QUESTION BOX |

BROWNSVILLE WORKER—

Question: What are the contradictions in Soviet
and international economy which prevent the build-
ing of Socialism, in the U.S.S.R.?

Answer: It is unfortunate that Trotsky's “The

Druft Program of the C.L." is out of print since a
complete answer to this question Is contained in this
work., The following cannot pretend at any such
completeness.

Under capitalism the produetive forces were in-
creased by extending the social division of labor
until it became world wide in scope. A further in-
crease of productive foreces requires a further ex-
tensfon of ‘this world-wide division of labor. To
attempt to construct a socialist society within the
boundaries of a single state, i.e, to attempt to set
up a self-suflicient economy independent of the rest
of world economy, would mean to divorce that coun-
try from the international division of labor to which
it has historically developed and thus thrust its eco-
nomic development btckward even further than it
had taken place under capitalism. This can be the
ideal of the petty bourgeoisie but not of revolution-
ists. (As evidence of its class roots note that “So-
clalism in one country” means national socialism,
the name of the German Fascist party.)

Soviet economy is inseparably linked with world
economy. From this fact flowed the RRussian revo-
lution which, aceording to Lenin’s famous formula,
occurred because WORLD capitalism broke at its
weakest LINK. The seizure of power by the prole-
tariat, however, has not destroyed this interdepen-
dence between Noviet and world economy; it has
simply chauged the ownership and control of the
Russian productive forces. Being forced therefore
to export and import, the Soviet Union can only find
a solution for her economic problems in the interna-
tional arena. This is the main contradiction which
prevents her from building a Socialist, ie., a self-
sufficing, economy within the limits of her State
boundaries, and since politics is merely economics
raised to a higher plane, the matter will be finally
solved politically on the world arena, by the inter-
national proletarian revolution.

Question: Do you insist that the proletariat must
come into power in several of the advanced countries
in order to save the Soviet Union from destruction?

Answer: We merely echo Lenin: “We do not live
merely in a State but in a system of states and the
existence of the Soviet Republic side by side with
imperialist stutes FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME 18
INCONCEIVABLE. In the ¢nd one or the other
must triumph.” As to the statement which mentions
“several” countrivs we have but to quote one state-
ment by Stalin with which we agree but which he
has since revised: “For the final victory of Social-
tsm, FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF SOCIALIST
CONSTRUCTION, THE EFFORTS OF ONE COUN-
TRY, PARTICULARLY OF SUCH A PEASANT
COUNTRY AS RUSSIA, ARE INSUFFICIENT., For
this the efforts of the proletarians of several ad-
vanced countries are necessaly ' (Stalin, “Lenin
and Leninism”, Russian 1924 edltion, pp. 40-41.)

Question: What is the difference between Social-
ism and Communism?

Answer: Socialism is the first stage of a CLASS-
LESS society in which certain “inequalities” remain,
differences in wages, etc. The productive forces will
not yet have matured to give “to each according to
his needs”. Under Communism, the latter condition,
made possible by an additional advance in technique,
culture etc., will exist.

In order tc harmonize the contradictions of their
“theories”, the Stalinists confuse Socialism with the
Proletarian Dictatorship and with Communism. (See
“Question Box” of October 13.)

Question: Does not Stalin concede, at least in
theory, that all Socialist construction is not a guar-
antee to capitalist intervention nor even to a restor-
ation nor even to a restoration of capitalism?

Answer: Stalin concedes the first condition but
ecannot recognize the second without abandoning his
theory, since he would then be admitting that suffi-
clent MATERIAL forces for the building of a So-
cinlist society in the U.8.§.R. 46 not exist. The
whole Stalinist theory, however, is based on exactly
the opposite claim. (To be continued.)

L ] . *

GEORGE STANTON, BROOKLYN— (Supplemen-
tary answer to September 29th)

Question: From Lenin's “The Third International
and its Place in History”, Trotsky quotes as follows:
(“The Permanent Revolution”, page 108) “. . . the
contradictions between the backwardness of Russia
and its ‘leap’ OVER BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY to
the highest form of democratism—to proletarian or
Soviet democracy.” In the edition published by the
Stalinist International Publishers this is stated as
“ . . this contradiction between the backwardness
of Russia and its ‘leap’ to the highest form of demo-
cracy, THROUGH DEMOCRACY to Soviet or: prole-
tarian democracy. . . .” Since these two have fiffer-
ent meanings, can you tell me which is correct?

Answer: To supplement our previous analytical
proof that the Stalinist quotation is incorrect, we now
present evidence of a factual nature.

We are indebted to comrade Max Shachtman for
the following: *. . . Wir werden ung kaum irren,
wenn wir sagen, dass gerade der Widerspruch zwich-
en der Zurueckgebliebenheit Russlands und seinen
“Sprung’ zur hoechsten Form des Democratismus,
UEBER DIE BUERGERLICHE DEMOKRATIE
HINWEG zur Sowjet—oder proletarischen Republik,
. . . (N. Lenin—‘Die Dritte Internationale, ihr
Platz in der Geschichte”—DIE KOMMUNISTISCHE
INTERNATIONALE, Moskau-Petrograd, ‘No. 1, 1919,
p. v. edition of the Rote Fahne, Berlin, Aug. 1919).

Comrade J. MacDonald is to be thanked for this
one: “It would not be misconstruing the facts to say
that this striking contrast between Russia’s back-
wardness and its leap OVER THE HEAD OF BOUR-
GEOIS DEMOORACY to the highest form of demo-
cracy, the Soviet or proletarian democracy. . . .”
(The Communist Review, March 1929, Vol. 1, No. 3,
published in London, England by the British Commu-
nist Party).

The emphasis is ours in both cases.

* * *
COMRADE R., CAPE TOWN, BRITISII SOUTH
AFRICA.—We are replying to your questions by sep-
arate letter, a copy of which we are sending to the
Lenin Club.

* * £ ]

A. P., BRONX.—See the “Question Box” for August
18, and 26 for the quotations concerning the trade
union policy of the C. P. before the inception of the
T.U.U.L., and the basis upon which the R.IL.U. was
formed.

» * *
COMRADE B., BROOKLYN.—See “Question Box” of
October 6th.

* * *

Editor’s Note: We regret that we cannot accede to
the requests of comrades for immediate answers by
mail since this only increases our work and our facil-
ities are limited. Comrades who enclose air mail
stamps only force us to go to the additional trouble
and expense of returning them.

By ERICH WOLLENBERG

Many Communist workers, who
are critical of the Comintern, are
today of the opinion that the Com-
intern has made “a turn of 180 de-
grees”. They therefore believe that
all the demands of the Opposition
have been fulfilled and that every
one who today still remains a eritic
of the political line of the Comin-
tern or its sections is a “critic on
prnciple”, a hopeless babbler.
We revolutionary Commuuists
should never forget that in the
struggle against the mistakes of
the Comintern every exaggeration
is so much grist to the mill of the
bureaucrats and impedes the proe-
ess of the revolutionary clarifica-
tion of the Communist workers. We
must always bear in mind the les-

sons which we have drawn from the

exaggerated chavacter of the strug-
gle against the social democrats.
The social democratic workers be-
gan to understand long before Hit-
ler that their leadership “failed”,
that it was “worthless” but they
knew that the S.P.G. was no fas-
cist party and that it was not pur-
suing fascist policies and that it—
neither the leaders nor the workers
—were social fascists as the Com-
munists always insisted. Therefore
the soeial democratic workers re-
ceived all the attacks of the C. P.
on the 8. PP.—even those that were
justified—as “ordinary slanders”.
Therefore it is self-evident that the
theory of *“social-fascism” and the
resulting policies (the red refer-
endum, etc.) in reality helped to
constantly strengthen the shaky
positions of the social-democratic
leadership with its own member-
ship.

A Critigue of Criticism

A similar process of clarification,
but not in such a developed form,
which existed among the social de-
mocracy for a number of years
began to manifest itself among the
Communist workers after July 20,
1932 and especially after January
30, 1933. The Communist workers
also understood that their leader-
ship *“failed”, that it was “worth-
less”. Today we must guard against
making the same mistakes as re-
gards the Communists that the
Communist party made as regards
the social democratic workers. We
will be guilty of these mistakes if
we represent today everything the
Comintern does as false or com-
pletely counter-revolutionary, e.g.,
when we do not submit the policies
of the Comintern and its sections
to criticism but instead content our-
selves with pointing to the “dishon-
est motives” of the Comintern bu-
reaucrats. Only when we declare
openly whenever the Comintern
says or does something correct that
it is correct will the Communist
workers belleve wus whenever we
brand other actions as false and
fatal, or when we brand its politi-
cal line as objectively counter-rev-
olutionary.

The report of the July 9-10 ses-
sion of the Presidium of the E.C.C.I.
is now at hand. It is a kind of
touchstone for the policies of the
Comintern, an indicator for the
“tarn”. This report shows with
terrifying clarity how little the
Comintern has learned. Of course,
both Knorin and Piatnitzky have
asserted that the German working
class had suffered a defeat in Jan-
uary 1933 and that “the inability
of the Communists to begin the
struggle on July 22, 1932, at least
to draw in a section of the prole-
tariat and thus to show that the
Communists were really in a condi-
tion to carry on a struggle, that
they are capable of mobilizing the
masses for this struggle—all this
has made a shocking impression
upon the workers”. This “discov-
ery” of Piatnitzky is undoubtedly
a step forward. One need only re-
call that as late as April of 1933
the writer of this article was ex-
pelled from the Communist party
by this same Piatnitzky for making
this self-same assertion.

Spreading Ilusions

Comrade “Richter”, member of
the Polit-Bureau of the C.P.G. cor-
rectly asserts in his report on the
gituation in Germany that on the
one hand, fascism makes difficult
the struggle to win over the work-
ers, but on the other hand facili-
tates the struggle by “shattering the
illusions”. Rosa Luxemburg taught
us long ago that there is “nothing
more harmful than illusions”. But
unfortunately, Richter tries with
might and main to arouse all the
illusions on the situation in Ger-
many. He asserts that “everybody
is dissatisfied with the Hitler re-
gime in Germany”, no more, no
less. It is indeed ‘“everybody”!
The working masses are dissatis-
fied, the urban middle classes, the
masses of petty and middle peas-
ants are ‘“disillusioned and discon-
tented”. Even the capitalists. “are
not at all satisfied”. Why the hell
then, hasn't the fascist dictatorship
been overthrown? Knorin and Piat-
nitzky say approximately the same
thing as Richter and arrive at a
conclusion that Hitler in reality
leans more and more upon the
Rejchswehr and the police. They
seem to have forgotten that these
two Instruments of power of the
bourgeoisie also do not inhabit a
vacuum but are bound up by a
thousand livng threads with all the
layers of the population. Dissatis-
faction among all classes and lay-
ers of the population would also
become manifest in the Reichs-

wehr-and the police and turn them
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him to speak with authority.

Prussia.
in the Fall of the year. .
the military direction.

Red Army and soon received the

mitted to return to Germany,

tion and its aping of the Nauzis.
silence with a Reichstag mandate,

resentment in C.P. ranks against

German Communist party.

party. He is at present in exile.

The Author of this Article:

of thix article, comrade Rrich Wollenberg,
eminent among leading German Communists.
revolutionary movement and his distinguished career in it entitles
Wollenberg joined the Communist
party as an active army officer in Munich in early 1919. During the
existence of the Soviet Republic he was local commander of the Red
Army in Bavaria, in charge of the main front at Dachan.
tinguished himself at that time as well as on later occasions by
his extraordinary personal bravery. Captured by the army of Ebert-
Hindenburg, he was sentenced to several years imprisonment.
his release he became party editor in the Ruhr dastrict and in East
In 1923 he was put in charge of the military direction of
one of the biggest German districts and was one of the few comrades
who, against the wilk of the Central Committee, wanted to strike out

After the defeat of the party he was obliged to tlee to the Soviet
Union because Secret Servicemen had been shot down in a raid on
In the Soviet Union Wollenberg entered the
rank of captain.
peated requests and no less repeated refosals Wollenberg was per-
where he became editor of Rote Falme
and a leader of the League of Struggle Against Fascism.

During the pre-Hitler days Wollenberg came into constant conflict
with the Central Committee of the party over its nationalist orienta-

lenberg was slugged at a Nazi demonstration by Storm Troopers,
causing him to convalesce in a hospital for several weeks, Thaelmann
utilized the opportunity to remove him from all party posts.

so strong that Thaelmuann prevailed upon the E.C.C.I.
Wollenberg to Moscow where he was denied any active work for the
Comrade Wollenberg was expelled from
the C.P. in the summer of 1933 when he requested to be permitted to
return to Germany and work for the creation of a new Communist

is pre-

His service to the

He dis-

On

In 1932 after re-

Thaelmann attempted to buy his
but with no success. When Wol-

The
this bureaucratic usurpation was
to recall

into undependable props of the fas-
cist dictatorship. But unfortunate-
ly these *“assertions” ot Richter,
Piatnitzky and Knorin are false,
awaken frightful illusions and
must serve as a point of departure
for false policies.

In addition, it serves the leaders
of the German Communist party
and the Comintern also in order to
justify their continually reiterated
idiotic theory theses since 1932-1933
that everything which has occurred
in Germany for the last three years
was no defeat for the working class
but a “‘revolutionary upsurge”. And
Richter does, as a matter of fact,
speak up and say “we can today
declare that this revolutionary up-
surge—which was formulated in
the October resolution of the Polit-
Bureau of the C.P.G. as well as in
the resolutions of the 13th plenum
of the E.C.C.I.—is being recognized
and felt by broad masses of the
working class”. At what a remote
dixtance are the present emigre
leaders of the C.P.G. in I'aris and
Copenhagen from the real situation
and the real opinions of the work-
ers in Germany!

The “Revolutionary Upsurge”

In his report Richter attempts to
give a few examples of this “revo-
Iutionary upsurge”. He points to
the “more intense propaganda ac-
tivity for the first time where over
the whole Reich local papers are
again appearing for the first time”.
In order to point out the activity
of the C.P. G. he
to give the lie to the earlier
reports of the bureancracy of the
C.P.G. because for a year and a
half the leadership of the C.P.G.
was emphasizing in all their re-
ports and articles that their local
papers were appearing regularly,
some- ouce every week and others
once a month. Richter goes on to
list a number of strikes in which
he restricts himself to the bald en-
umeration of some inovements and
he doesn’t describe a sihgle one of

‘Thuringia,

these strikes completely although
naturally the methods of strike
struggle under a fascist dictator-
ship must be extraordinarily inter-
esting and rich in lessons.
Piatnitsky and Knorin themselves
#1.or to have little faith in the
report made by the member of the
C.C. of the C.P.G. because they re-
mark in their own reports that the
C.P.G. has been unable to lead a
“single important strike”. It may
or may not be true when Richter
asserts as a proof of the revolu-
tionary work of the C.P.G. that—
already prior to June 30, 1934—"in
one big place in Germany alone,
five leaders of the S.A. are connect-
ed with the C.P.G. and circulate
Communist literature among their
acquaintances (among the storm
troopers)” Should this be true, it
would show the inability of the C.
P.G. to utilize for revolutionary ac-
tion =0 severe a crisis in Fascism
as the slaughter of June 30.
Muenzenbergism!

The most important thing in the
session of the E.C.C.I. is what the
Comintern and the C.C. of the C.P.
G. have to say about the social-
democratic workers., “There are
dozens of places where half of the
C.P.G. units consist of former social
democratic workers. In a city in
we have among 200
pitrty members 100 former mem-
bers of the social democratic party.
In a Bavarian eity, we have con-

;nections with the social democratic
is compelled -

key men who in their turn are con-
nected with 500 workers. In a
sub-district 200 social democratic
workers have entered the party;
thanks to this seven units exist in
a place where we didn’t have a
s¢ingle unit during the times of le-
gality.” [Ete., ete.! These reports
s0 openly bear the stamp of Muen-
zenbergism, that is, of political
bragadoccio that one need not treat
them seriously. They are uttered
in the same breath with Knorin’s
report that the C.P.G. is of the op-

.to appear personally at the Pres-

inion “of creating in illegality a
cologsal  mass organization num-
bering at least 100.000 members™.

The value of the turn of the Com-
intern is to be appraised not by the
uncontrolled figures of the entry of
the social democratic workers into
the C.P.G. but by the policies of
the C.P.G. The united front is the
axis of the entire proletarian poli-
cies in the present period. One of
the most important conditions for
a revolutionary united front policy
is a correct position towards social
democracy.

But Knorin speaks about “our
correct formula that the social de-
mocracy and fascism are twins, our
correct international formula which
states that the social democracy is
the chief social prop of the bour-
geoixie” concludes literally the fol-
lowing: “‘the situation in Germany
has altered but it is correct today
also to call Wels a social fascist;
it is correct that the fascists and
the social democracy led by Wels
were twins.”  Thus the Comintern
remaing holding the old fatal for-|
mula of Stalin and shamefully
keeps silent over the fact that Stal-
in had furthermore declared ‘fas-
cism is a formless bloc of these two
organizations (S.P.G. and N.S.D.A.
P.) and thce bourgeoisie cannot
maintain itself at the helm without
this bloc.”” Naturally the Comintern
canuot openly compromise Stalin
who does not consider it his duty

idium of the E.C.C.I.
“Without a Stalin There Could Be
No Hitler™”

The session of the presidinum of
the E.C.C.I. of July of this year
shows that the Comintern in some
questions tried to draw some les-
sons from the defeats of the Ger-
mun and international proletariat.
But where it does do so it does not
point out the so'rce of these mis-
takes for then it must openly admit
a share of guilt in the victory of
Fascism over the German working
class. “Without the social demo-
cracy, Fascism could not have tri-
umphed”, says Knorin. “Without
Bbert there could be no Hitler”,
the author of these lines wrote in
the Summer of 1932 in the Rote
Fahne, the central organ of the C.
.G, July 20, 1932, January 30,
1933 and the seventeen months of
the Hitler dictatorship have shown
this statement to be only a half
truth which through the pedagogy
of history found a fatal supplement,
“Without a Stalin there could be
no Hitler”! Without the policy of
the C.C. of the C.P.G. fascism
could not have triumphed without
a battle. Knorin correctly differ-
entiates between the “social demo-
¢ratic groups now functioning {l-
legally in Germany” and the C.C.
of the S.P.G. in emigration with
Wels at the head but, just the same
way must one differentiate between
the Communist groups now func-
tioning illegally in Germany with
the C.C. of the C.P.G. now in emi-
gration with Heckert, Pieck and
Ulbricht at the head. Let the
Piecks and Wels tear at each other’s
throats or make united front pro-
posals to each other! This touches
the problem of the proletarian rev-
olution in Germany only on its
periphery. The precondition for
the overthrow of the Fascist dic-
tatorship in Germany will obtain
if the illegally struggling commu-
nist and social democratic workers
will build a new communist party
on the basis of revolutionary theory
and practice.

Six Years of the Militant

November 15th marks the sixth
anniversary of the founding of the
Militant. At the same time we are
preparing for a leap forward on
the road to the building of a new
revolutionary party based on a
Marxist foundation.

Those who have been with us
during these trying six years re-
member the difficult times we have
had and feel proud of the share
they had in helping to overcome
them at all personal costs and sac-
rifices.

The Militant has served a great

historic mission during this period
and will econtinue to serve the
movement after the new party is
formed.

In order that the Militant shall
be in a position to expand and im-
prove after the new party is
launched, we must make heroic ef-
forts NOW to liguidate all past ob-
ligations. If we do this, we will
give the official organ of the new
party a running start and thus en-
able the editors and business office
to concentrate on expanding the
paper instead of on collecting
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ANNIVERSALRY OFFER

Here is a special anniversary offer of interest to all our subscribers
With this special combination offer you can obtain

We have set as our birthday aim--to double subscriptions.
Can we count on our friends to celebrate with us?
Send in your subscriptions at once.

COMBINATION OFFERS

Six Months Subscription to the MILITANT and one of the
................... Both for § .50
TEN YEARS—by Max Shachtman
THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO—by Marx
WAGE LABOR AND CAPITAL—by Marx
THE TEACHINGS OF KARL MARX—by Lenin
WAR AND THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
SOVIET ECONOMY IN DANGER--by Trotsky
One Year Subscription to the MILITANT and one of the

IMPERIALISM—Lenin. STATE AND REVOLUTION—Lenin,
THE EIGHTEENTH BRUMAIRE—Marx

(Two books combined $2.00)
OF THE GOTHA PROGRAMME—Marx. Both $l.75
or—THE ROAD, a proletarian novel—G. Marlen........ Both $1.75
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funds to stay off creditors.

We feel confident that all our
readers and those who are interest-
ed in the launching of a new party
will agree with us on this matter.
Toward this end we make the fol-
lowing proposals:

1. TO OUR PLEDGERS: If at

all possible, send in your

pledge in advance to January

1. After that date we will be-

gin a drive for a new list of

pledgers in the new party.

. TO OUR BRANCHES : Arrange
at once for a Sixth Anniver-
sary Militant affair to help
clear up your bundle account.
TO ALL READERS: Send in
a 25¢ greeting for the Sixth
Anniversary issue. State ex-
plicitly whether we may print
your name in full.

2

3.

ADDRESSOGRAPH
CONTRIBUTED

The Youngstown Branch of our
organization has contributed an ad-
dressograph to the Militant. There
remain the necessary accessories
to he bought—a stamping machine,
name plates and some cabinets.
The Youngstown comrades found a
local place where these can be
bought at half the price we would
have to pay here. The complete
outfit, including erating and ship-
ping to New York comes to a total
of $35.

We take this opportunity to
thank our Youngstown comrades for
their generous contribution (which
saves us about $150) and secondly
to appeal to our readers and friends
to send in their donations toward
the $35 so we can get the machine

'WORLD OF 1.ABOR

RELIGIOUS CONFLICT FLARES IN MEXICO
In New Yeork, the Com:mmist Party forms a

United Front with Father Divine—against war

and Faseism. In Mexico, the Communist Party

forms a united fromt with the Pope of Rome,
vicar of Christ on Earth—Against “Soecialist Edu-
calion” in the schools!

For the past several months, since the new program
for “Socialist Kducation”™ was adopted by the Mexi-
can Government, the political situation in that coun-
«ry has become extremely tense. IHuge mass demon-
strations of students, housewives and school children
who, under the intluence of the clergy, object to a
slight dose of sexual instruction in the schools, have
‘popu-
demonstrations have on aimost every occasion

been staged throughout the country. ‘These

tar”
been bLroken up by the hose of the fire department,
the clubs of the police, and the rifles of the military.
The students of many xchools and colleges, led by
the Catholic Youth and the Young Communist League
who now march shouider to shoulder “against the
common enemy”’ have staged a number of student
strikes. In spite however, of this mass protest on

the part of the backward strata of the populace, the
proletariat and the radicalized peasantry, ungble to
analyze the fine points of *“socialist education”, find
in the government program some features which they
consider to their interests,

Once again, this time under the guise of “Socialist
Education”, the national bourgeois regime of Mex-
ico, as a cover-up for its anti-labor activity in other
fields, and as 5, means of liquidating the opposition
of the rightist elements in opposition to it, continues
to tiaunt its pseundo-revolutionary demagogy before
the whole world. 'The plan to apply a new program
for “socinlist education” in all schools of that coun-
try, has brought to the fore once again the years
old couflict between the Calles political group, now
concentrated around the National Revolutionary
Party (P.N.R.) and the Catholic clergy. as represen-
tative of the bhlackest reactionary forces of the coun-
try.

The clergy, realizing that this might well be its
life and death struggle, made a desperate attempt to
rally the most backward masses of the populace
against the *socialist education” program and espe-
cially against the *“sexual education” aspect of the
new program of instruction, During this whole con-
flict, the Stalinists have played direetly into the
hands of the clerical reaction. The sStalinists, con-
sidering the anti “Socialist Eduagtion™ strikes of the
Mexican students, and the ‘mass movement” of the
fanatical housewives and methers of families, to be
progressive simply because they were mass move-
ments, and becauxe they were y,gainst the govern-
ment, have thrown all of their forces on the side of
the Roman Catholic clergy and against the govern-
ment. In their customary fashion they find them-
selves unable to take a truly independent position in
such g question. From open and unrestrained col-
laboration with the national bourgeoisie against the
clergy from 1926 to 1929, they have now turned to
open and unreserved support of the Catholic reaction
in its struggle against the national hourgeois regime
of the P.N.R.

The Communist Internationalists of Mexico, while
pointing’ out that the P.N.IR. or any other bourgeois
regime is incapable of establishing real socialist edu-
cation, and that this can only be done under work-
ers’ rule as in the U.S.8.R., indicate to the workers
that the policies of Roman Catholicism have just as
raactionary content as they have always had. In
one more case, the need of a new revolutionary
workers’ party is being cemonstrated.

* * *

NEW WAR THREAT IN SOUTH AMERICA

War with Venczuela is being discussed openly
throughout Colombia, as a result of the growing
acuteness of imperialist antagonisms. These con-
flicts center around petroleum and other concessions
in the regions of Colombia that border on the Ven-
ezuelan oil flelds near Lake Maracaibo. The inter-
ests of British and U. 8. imperialism are playing a
desperate game within the politics of Colombia itself,
Although. the British interests dominate in the re-
cently inaugurated Lopez government, the Amerlcan
concessionaires and industrialists are still able to
exert pressure both with the governing group and
also through the opposition bourgeois party.

The working class of the country is divided into
several camps, mostly under reformist-liberal leader-
ship. This contributed largely to the lack of any
serious opposition to last year’s Leticia “war”, and
is of course a source of great weakness today also.
However, the workers are becoming more militant
in the recent period as evidenced by the many impor-
tant strikes that have taken place. The failure of
every single large strike to gain its objectives, has
weakened the little faith that the masses still re-
tained in their leadership. There is a wide sympathy
towards communism among broad masses of work-
ers, but this is not translated into communist influ-
ence in the unions because of the inability of the
party to lead any struggles to a really successful
finish. 'There is no Opposition Communist movement
in Colombia with the exception of a small group 1n
the provineial ¢ity of Cali, which conirols a few minor
local trade unions and adheres to the International
Communist League.
* * *

SPANISH REACTION PREPARES NEW BLOWS

As the government troops of the Lerroux-Gil Robles
regime mop up the remaining bodies of armed work-
ers, the reactionary forces within the government
itself, are preparing for new advances. The number
of workers imprisoned as a vesult of the revolution-
ary general strike and uprising is estimated at about
15,000. Many of these have alveady received long
sentences and twenty death penalties, a number of
them against Catalonian nationalists and army offi-
cers who had joined the uprising are pending. The
Popular Actionists (Fascist<) are demanding whole-
sale executions and a virtual reign of terror against
the workers and their organizations, most of the
leaders of which are now either in jail or in hiding.
The Radicals of Mr. Lerroux’s party however, fear-
ful of the forces of the working class, weakened but
not smashed, are vacillating on the policy to be fol-
lowed. Seeking a further pretext for the repres-
sions, and especially in an attempt to justify these
repressions internationally, the reactionaries are in-
venting extravagant atrocity stories. 1t is claimed,
tor instance, that in Asturias the revolutionary work-
ers seized the little children of the Civil Guards and

here just as fast as possible.
MAKEK YOUR DONATION AS
GENEROUS AS POSSIBLE AND
MAKE IT SOON! Be sure to state
the specific fund you are contrib-
ating to so them oney will be used
for this special purpose. |

SUBSCRIBE TO THE MILITANT.

gouged out their eyes. But in spite of this and nu-
merous other charges, even the more moderate bour-
geois elements tend to ignore the “horror” stories.

Political measures are being taken against the

'Catalan Generalidad and many of its autonomons

features, such as police, courts and taxation powers.
have been rescinded. Preparations are being made
to declare the Socialist Party illegal at the parlis-
mentary session, scheduled to open in a few days.
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EDITORIAL

Radek for a New Party?....

ARI. Radek, editor of Izvestia, is the chief ballvhoo artist for

Stalin’s foreign policy. In an interview with ¥red C. Kelly,
reported in the New York Post on Oct. 29, Radek is quoted as expressing
a certainty that there will be no revolution in the United States for a
long time, and that “the United States will be the last country to give
up capitalism.” Radek, ignoring the misery of the American workers
which has become so intense during the last five years, states that “life
is still too comfortable in the U. 8. for a real revolt to occur”, Over-
riding all Stalin’s older “theories™ of the “third period” and the “deep-
going radicalization of the workers”. Radek opines that the American
workers ‘“are more conservative than the farmers”. Lending support
to A. F. of L. officials who claim that a policy of rotten compromise has
the freely-expressed support of the rank-and-file (the textile strike
committee, for example), Radek chuarges that American workers are
always willing to settle strikes “whcnever employers make even slight
concessions.”

Thus much of Radek's comment. all transparently false, deals with
what Marxists c¢all the “objective situation”, even the state of mind of
the working class, its class consciousness, which he mates so low, being
“ghjective” to the revolutionary vanguard. Aware that he has made a
poor case for his prophesy and that the capitalist class may not he able
to comfort itself very much from these analyses, Radek turns to a con-
sideration of the subjective factor. ~No country,” he is quoted as say-
ing, “ever has a revolution until there is a class-conscious group capable
of carrying on the revolution. It muxt be led by zealots who believe in
it so thoroughly they are willing to make great sacrifices for it.” It is
the absence of such a “group”, or party as we call it, which Radek sees
as the decisive factor making for the permanence of capitalism in the
U. 8.

It is not surprising to see Karl Radek throw brickbats at the Amer-
ican Stalinists. Years ago he expressed over the tea-cups the opinion
that the American C. P. was the a----- e of the international movement.
Looking at its record after the five years of world-shaking crisis which
have ensued. he naturally holds an even lower opinion of the Browderian
horde than ever before. Quite fiatly, in his view, these specimens are
not ‘“‘capable of earrying on the revoiution”.

Now, comrades, don't go off the decp end. 'True, Karl Radek was once
a4 member of the Russian Left Oppcsition. True, too, Louis Waldman,
in rejecting the application of Ben Gitlow for admission to the S. P,
fnforms us that “once a Bolshevik always a Bolshevik”. True, again,
he recognizes the permanent unfitness of himself and his organization to
carry forward the banner of the proletarian revolution. But is it true
that Radcek, after capitulating to Stilin, has begun to smuggle Trotsky-
jsm into the Comintern? Is he, in his dotage, bitten by conscience,
slyly setting that banner in a corner and walking off in the hope that
someone elge will pick it up? 1s he painfully and in this round-about
way sending us greetings? 1s he making an analysis and begging us to
draw the conclusions?

Are we to read between the lines of Radek’s statement the Macedonian
erv: “For God’s sake, somebody start a new revolutiunary party?’ In
a 'i)ig’s eye we are. We know that in Radek we have the official repre-
sentative of the Political Burean of the Russian C. P. and of Joseph
Stalin himself.

All the logic of Radek's analysis. viewed by a Marxist, points inevit-
ably to the need for a new party. Iut Stalin’s mouthpiece means some-
thing different. What this is becomes clear from some of his other re-
cent remarks.

“Augur”, a well-informed reactionary London journalist, cables.to
the New York Times (Oct. 30), an interview with “the greatest living
British diplomatic cxpert”, concerning an “event of. historical impor-
tance”, the presence at the funefal of the King of Yugoslavia of 150
membérs of the Turkish President Kemal’s bodyguard. “Thus”, com-
ments Augur's friend, the diplomat, “we discover the Soviet Govel:nment
in the quite unexpected part of a triend of the existing m‘def'. We who
follow political developments in the Balkans know tl‘Lat the ’1’nﬂnence of
the Soviets in that part of the world is a conservative one.

A slanderous remark, you ask? And Augur’s informant ansvyers:

“gome time ago in Berlin, just before the Hitler revolution, a
small company had met in a private house to meet the ‘well-known
Communist journalist, Karl Radek, whose real name is Sobelson.
The conversation came to the intercsting topic of the gradual ch‘ange
in Soviet foreign policy, which from being Marxist and international
is gradually acquiring bourgeois and nationalist traits,

“Radek replied to the critics that it is all very well to ﬁ{\d fault
with Soviet policies, but he defied anybody to live five or six years
in the Kremlin without begiuning to think that, after all, there was
a great deal to be said for the principles of Peter the Great and

r Russian autocrats.”

Of\lllgre sllnmlerous remarks you ask?  Then turn back to the Mosct..)w
cables on the assassination of Barthou, and read how Radek, in Izvestlsih
called him “the man of peace”. Or turn to the cable on the tenth anni-
versary of Frenchl recoguition of the U.S.S.R. and read Rade.,k‘s .raptures
over the rapproachment between the U.S.S.R. and the capitalist b('m:'-
geois (but perhaps, unlike the Trotskyists, “‘revolutionary bourgf&ms )
French government. 'There Radek expresses “full confidence” that
Laval, the new French foreign minister in the Bonapartixt Doumergue
Cabinet, will carry out the pledges of the beloved martyr Barthon, “the
man of peace’!

No, Radek’s conclusion from the failure of the C.PJU.S.A. ix not that
we should found a new party. He is not giving us contraband wishes
of sympathy. His conclusion—not to go into the question of whether the
hen or the egg came first—is for the UR.S.R. to rely upon amance:s with
capitalist governments and to abandon the international revolutionary
movement. And his “prophesies” ure mere promises fo the American
bourgeoisie that the Stalinist C. 1. will “behave”. )

We shall have to go forward, as we have these many years, without
Karl Radek and all the little Radcks who capitulated with him. e
will build a new revolutionary party and teach Radek and his anxious
allies, the bourgeois foreign ministers who demand and get constant re-
assurance from him, that the tide of the class struggle canuot he halted
By any Canute, not even if he cries hix commands from the Kremlin

itself.
There is no revolutionary party-—in this we are at one with Radek.
We add only the rallying cry:

Forward to the founding of the revolutionary party!
»* * * *

The Times and Fascism....

UNDAY'S New York Thmes really contained an eyeful.

We recall how, a year and a half ago when Hitler came to power
and heads rolled in the sand, the Times talked about Fascist brutality.
It] was, of course, particularly agitated because of Hitler’'s anti-Semitic
measures taken to keep his pledge made to get the German petty-bour-
geoisie some gravy by squeezing the largely niiddle-class Jewish element
of Germany. So excited was the Times by the so-called anti-Semitic
drive, which for a moment or two threatened to go so far as the expro-
priation of some Jewish capitalists—a crime even in the eyes of those
aristocratic capitalists who will not let a Jew into their home—that
it even mentioned some of Hitler's crimes against workers, their
property, leaders and organizations. .

Similarly, years ago, the 'Times carried some news about Mussolini's
brutalities.

On Sunday, however, the Times, which cannot find space for a brief
communication from the Columbus Day United Anti-Fascist Committee
seeking to correct misrepresentations in a Times report of the Commit-
tee’s activities, gave two columns to a Brooklyn capitalist, B. H. Namm,
to extol Mussolini truthfully for saving capitalism, and to extol him
falsely as a benefactor of the people of Italy. )

And in the same issue appeared an article by a Hitler propagandist
on the beauties of the Fascist labor camps. These are portrayed as a
sort of combination rest-cure, physical culture resort and summer camp;
there are the usual pictures of men reading books, listening to radios
and whatnot. “The healthy work, the sunshine, and above all the
cheerfulness . . . seemed to me to be powertul arguments for the sys-
tem.”

We cannot here give space to refute every lie and misrepresentation
in the Times article on the Hitler slave-camps. Suffice it to say that in
them are herded workers for whom employment cannot be found in
the decaying economy of German capitalism, and here they are given
slop, blows, hard labor and military training. They al.l smile—and iff
they ever stop smiling they are beaten over the heels with steel rods.

.'I.‘he Times has definitely abandoned printing the truth about the
brutalities of the Hitler regime. It printed some truths for a while
pecause it could not avoid doing so, and because its owners resented
Hitler;s anti-Semitism which, if carried out without restraint against
tne rich Jewish bankers of Germany as well as agalnst the poor Jews,
might both weaken the structure of German capitalism and set a prece-
dennt that the rich Jewish owners of the Times would not lik=

"ORGANIZER” RAPS VIGILANTES

(By Mid-West Correspondent) gangs against the united workers,
Minneapolis.——The supporters of we will give them a fight. We gave
Law and Order here have recently|them a fight once before, on a cer-
made a test thrust at the working|tain Tuesday morning in the Mark-
class. at.

On Tuesday, Oct. 16, sometinie We must show the workers that
between midnight and dawn, sever-|it is foolish to look to the police
al carloads of night riders drove|for protection against these plun-
up before the Workers Book Store|derers, these vigilantes. We must
(Stalinist) on Third Street, be-|show that it is necessary for the
tween Hennepin and Nicollet. This| workers to present a united front
little shop is located in the heart}against the hossex, to stop the vigi-
of town. lantes!

The vigilantes smashed the glass This raid is but a fore-taste of
in the door, entered the shop and|what may become increasingly fre-
went to work. quent as the struggle becomes tens-
Hundreds of pamphlets were torn | er, and it is in such a light that
up and scattered on the floor. Book | the raid must be secn by every
shelves were overthrown and | Worker. by every workers’ organiz-
smashed. Over a hundred books|ation. We must begin now to or-
were carried out to the cars, to-|ganize to beat back the thrusts of
gether with many pamphlets, In|vigilante fascism.

their patriotic ardor, the 100 per| A few days after the raid. the
centers were not above stealing | Stalinists issued a leaflet calling
the small supply of cash in the|for three meetings at which the
store: about five bucks. Before|raid will be discussed. The Com-
they gleefully drove off, the raiders|munist League, Minneapolis branch,
stuck a large sign in the window:|is holding an open discussion meet-

“modern ing on Sunday atternoon, October
Boston Tea Party 28, at which the raid will be dis-
NO REDS cussed, and  concrete  proposals

Wwanted in Minneapolis” raised as fo the best methods of
The vigilantes then drove out combatting these plunderers direct-
Wayzata Boulveard a few miles|¢d by the bosses.
from town and made a bonfire of Who Are the Vigilantes?
their plunder. In the morning you| present-day vigilantes arve invar-
could stir among the ashes and)japly the instruments of the boss
pick out part of a title page of an | class for extra-legal use against
Upton Sinclair novel, the charredithe workers. They are used for
cover of Jack London’s “The Iron|pyrposes for which the police them-
Heel”. Blackly floating over the|gelves cannot be utilized withont
countryside were what was left of | giving away the entire shell-game
some darned good books by Jack]yf capitalist “democracy™.
Conroy, Dos Passos, etc, not to The bosses wish to stamp out
speak of the works of Marx, Eng-|mercilessly the growing spirit of
els, Lenin and Stalin. rebellion in the Minneapolis work-
At this site also, the vigilantes|ing class. Very well, they strike
left signs: first of all at that segment which
“First Warning has the least mass support among
to Communists”, the workers—in short, at the Com-
and munist Party. They gather toge-
“This is what ther @ band of thugs, of the “sports”
we do to among themselves, and  of those
Communist Literature”. clements among the workers and
That day the boss press head-[the middle-class foolish enough to
lined the raid, hoping to build up|{fall for their propaganda, call
mass sentiment for a continuation | themeelves “‘irate citizens” — and
of such admirable activity. proceed with their dirty work.
“Irate citizens,” said the Minne- Stalinists BewiiGer Yorkers
apolis "0“,“"“’ “anged by activity| . papgest task we face in
of 're\'olutumary lo.rces In ‘anea- Minneapolis ig to make the workers
polis, xmashed their way into thel ., qoctand why they are to come
Wnr’l.(ors, Book Store . . . early to-§ o o support of the vietims of the
day.” recent night-raid: the Communist
Cops—Deaf, Dumb, and Blind party in Minneapolis. The bewil-
“Irate citizens!' Not a word of |derment of the local workers over
condemnation for the unlawful andjthis point is understandable.
cowiardly actions of the vigilantes. For so many workers say that
Not a hint as to who the raiders|the Communist party committed an
were. Not a question raised as to|unpardonable crime against the
just what the police were doing| woerking class during the recent
while ther aid was on. (Anybody|5H74 strikes. They attempted to
who has been on the streets of|split a union., a powerful union, a
down-town Minneapolis after mid-
night, when the sidewalks have
been rolled up, knows that it would
be a physical impossibility for the
police to be unaware of the vigi-
lantes. The noises of breaking
glass and splintering furniture
must have shrieked through the ws-
nally silent streets.) efforts, we have been successful in
The Tribune and the Star fol-|gathering together a limited num-
lowed the led of the Journal in]ber of incomplete files of the Min-
attempting to obscure the meaning neapolis Organizer which we are
of the raid to the working claxs. |NOW offering for sale, at $1 and
But another paper was published $1.50 per ti.le, depel}(li}xg upon the
the day after the raid—it happens]number of issues missing.
that the Organizer, weekly organ The Orga.nlzer, asx our readers
of Union 574, makes its appearance know, was issued daily during the
on Tuesday atternoon. great Minneapolis  truck drivers

«“ sy . s strike, and was the official daily
Organizer” Denounces Raids organ of Local 574, Its contribu-

Headlined on the front page of|tion to American strike strategy is
this paper was: “STOP THE VIG-|invaluable. )
ILANTE RAIDS”. The Qrganizer| 1f you want to know how the
warned the Minneapolis workers| Minneapolis Truck drivers won
not to permit such actions to go|iheir right to unionization in a
unchallenged, because “today they | period when this elemental right is
will strike at the Communists—to-|a fighting issue in all strikes: if
morrow it will be the Socialists—|you want to know how these work-
the next day the trade union halls. | erg fought off Governor Olson's
If they think they can get away|militia; if you want to know how
with if, these vigilantes would like]these men out-maneuvered the Citi-
to terrorize every worker, every|zen's Alliance plot of a Rank and
liberal minded person in the city.” | File opposition; if you want to

After calling on every worker to|learn how the women helped in this
come fo the support of the vietims | historic fight—GET A FILE OF
of the vigilantes, and exposing the | THE ORGANIZER.
part played by conniving police, the| Nos. 1 and 2 of this paper are
Organizer wound up with a call|Dot to be had anywhere. We have
for action: “If the police will not]only 5 files which contain these
stop the plundering of the workers|tW0 numbers. The remaining files

Mpls. «Organizers»
On Sale

Through diligence and concerted

by these lawless vultures, the|®2ll miss these numbers as well as
workers will. STOP THE VIGI-|a few other numbers. But the most
LANTES!” important material is included. We

It is unnecessary to say that also have a number of single copies
Union 574's paper took exactly the|°" hand. Th?se wishing samples
correct line on the vigilantes. of the Organizer can get  them
Against such a tactic of the bosses singly at 5¢ a copy.

as this, the workers must present

a united front, standing shoulder to |
shoulder to repel the raiders. An BORO PARK OPEN FORUM

injury to one is the concern of all!| 1'7¢s the American Working Class
Fortunately. there exists in the! Need a New Revolutionary Party?”
Minneapolis labor movement a Speaker :
force sufficiently formidable and AL DASCH
sufficiently alert to raise the alarm )

' Sunday, Nov. 4 at 8 P.M.

to come out with the right slogan.
Such a force is Local 574. 1281 49th Street, Brooklyn

Remember “Deputies Run”!
If the bosses in Minneapolis want i SUBSCRIBE TO THE MILITANT.

to fight it out with their Iawless ) JOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE

But now the Times has definitely gone over to propagandizing for
Hitler, as well as for Mussolini. Its Jewish owners and the Jewish
editor off its Sunday Magazine, which published the pro-Hitler article
are delighted with the effects of Hitlorismn “on the whole”. At least it'
staved off the danger of revolutionary unity in the working class and
thereby saved capitalism for another period of exploitation.

Cleariy, the workers of Ameriecd, ull the exploited. all the minorities
~—the Jewish workers. and poor of America included—can expect no
honest aid from the Times or similar democrati institutions, should
American capitalism ever take the road of Fascism to defend its class
interests against a rising workers movement. The Times is pro-Fascist
at heart, and the center of gravity of the anti-Fascist movement is and
can be only in the working class. o this class must all honest anti-
Fasecists ally themselves by joining its immediate struggles. One of the
tasks of the new party will be to launch a serious, militant, broad anti-
Fascist movement,

- militant

Worse, they at-
tempted to split the union right
while it was in a life-and-death
struggle with its mortal enemy, the
bosses.  Not once, but three or four
times, did the local Communist
party attempt this. It does not
take a professional revolutionist to
see that Lenin would turn in his
tomb at such an outrageous per-
version of all he taught.

The workers are quite right in
neither understanding nor forgiv-
ing this peculiar brand of commu-
nism. For such valuable services
to the Citizens Alliance, the bosses
were certainly ungrateful in turn-
ing on their allies and raiding
their bhookshop. The trath of the
mitter seems to be that the raiders
did not injure those whom they
thonght they were hurting.

Insurance for Defeat

1f the bosses were really smart,
of course, they would not have
raided this book store. On the con-
trary, they would have purchased
several tons of pamphlets by Stalin
and seen to it that these were dis-
tributed gratis among the Minnea-
polis workers, thus bringing about
hopeless confusion in the ranks of
those whom they wish to crush.
Damned sound insurance that
would be.

But make no mistake. Ax woe-
fully misguided as they are, the
rank-and-file Stalinists are never-
theless sincere and militant fight-
ers for our class.

If the bosses—and their vigilan-
tes—Dbelieve for one moment that
they e¢an  ruthlessly attack and
terrorize one section of our class,
they will not pause.  Their attacks

auion.

will increase and spread.  If their
first onslaught goes unchallenged.

they will but redouble their efforts
against us. And, section by sec-
tion, we will be smashed back and
broken : Socialists, Social-Laborites,

Fourth Internationalists, trade un-|

ionists, unorganized workers—even
the  left-wing Farmer - Laborites
will not go unscathed.

It they think they c¢an get away
with it, and if they thought it nec-
essary, the bosses would like to
establish in this country the same
rule that their class has succeeded
in jamming outo the workers in
Italy and Germany. The name for
this rule is fascism:; and fascism
ix the complete crushing of an in-
dependent working elass and  all
working class  organizations by
sangsters and vigilantes, fattened
to immense proportions. 1t is gang-
ster-rule, carried out with the
whole-hearted approval, und to the
undoubted benciit, of the boss class,

Organize Against Vigilantes

To permit such a movement 1{o
gain a foothold in the United States
would be an unspeakable tragedy
for all mankind for generations to
come.  This movement, of which
last week’s raid was a forerummer,
must be crushed at its inception.
It is not enough to expose it.

It is the duty of every worker in
Minneapolis to band together with
his fellow workers and present a
united front to the bosses and their
vigilantes. Every man and woman

i who works for wage or salary, who

is a victim of boss exploitation, be-
longs in this united front.

An injury to one is the concern
of all!

FForm workers vigilunce commit-
tees!

If necessary, riid the raiders!

Epic Plan Is Losing

(Continued from Page 1)
of the Iforgotten Men, the response
of the unemployed, particularly the

ruined  petty  shopkeepers, has
frightened their erstwhile cham-
pions,

tinquestionably, the Sinclair fol-
lowing, which may muster close to
a million votes, represents revolt
against the do-nothing policy of
the Democratic regime, just as the
Dewmocratic  victory represented
the revolt against the do-nothing
plicy of the Republicans, Revolt,
norcover, coming just at the time
when Roosevelt had settled mat-
ters so peaceably with the bankers.

It is for his exposures that Sin-
clair is best known. If, by any
chanee, he should be elected, he
may be trusted to achieve the
crowning exposure of all—the ex-
posure of himself.

SIXTH ANNIVERSARY DANCE
November 17, at 8 P.M.

at 144 Second Avenue
Auspices: Downtown Branch, N. Y.

A good band — Refreshments

Save This Date and Celebrate
With Us.
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' become the

League Expels Goldman
For Capitulation to S.P.

The National Committee of the[tr:xdistin(‘tiou to sone of the Eu-

Communist League of America has
decided to expel Albert Goldman
of Chicago because of his openly
declared intention to disregard the
course pursued by the ILeague and
join the Socialist party as an indi-
vidual. This action was taken
atter Goldman had availed himself
of the opportunity to explain his
position before the Chicago mem-
bership and before the National
Committee.

Goldman was ready to desert the
League. not only severing organiz-
ational relations, but desert it also
politically.  Despite his assertion
that he stands on the same politi-
cal platform as before and is mere-
ly changing the form of his alle-
giance, the objective logic of his
step, taken as an individual and
fiying in the face of the course we
have adopted for the creation of a
new party and a new international,
is tantamount to capitulation. By
this action, Goldman ends his brief
sojourn with the International
Cemmunists where his abilities had
been useful but where his political
weakness was most clearly demon-
strated by his readiness to discard
onr principled platform and banner
in return for a place in the 8. P..
to which he comes as a humble
capitulator, Toward capitulators
we have only one.attitude, clearly
established a long time ago. It
means a definite parting of the
Wiy,

In taking the position stated
Goldman also violated elementary
discipline of the Leagne by sub-
mitting his views to non-Leagud
members, including members of the
Socialist party, before thrashing
them out in his own organization.
Impoitant though this aspect of his
case is, we consider it a subsidiary
matter under the circumstances.
The real issue is the political ques-
tion involved —the question of
which course to pursue toward the
creation of the new party and the
new International.  That is not a
mere incident: it affects the very
life and development of the revo-
Iutionary movement itself.

In its essence, the is<ue is drawn
between revolutionary Marxism on
the one hand and socinl reformism
and centrism on the other. Cen-
trism appears today both in it
bureaucratic Stalinist form and in
the diluted form of militant paci-
fism now characterizing the S. P.
since the adoption of the new de-
claration of principles which seeks
vainly to estnblis'h an independent
course between revolutionary Marx-
ism and the reactionary brand of
social reformism represented by the
Old Guard. This issne still stands
in the center of the present. histor-
ical processes. The ILeague has
played and will continue to play an
active role in this process; but our
point of departure is the creation
of the historic instrument, the cre
ation of a revolutionary force em-
erging now in its initial stage as
the Workers Party of the TUnited
States. In pursuing this aim we
have adhered to the principle of
building a cadre of conscious rev-
olutionists, welded together by an
historical objective and mnot toler-
ating a situation where members
may follow opposite courses.

In the position we have taken
during the period of existence we
have represented the counection he-
tween the October revolution and
the international revolution. It im-
posed upon us for a time the iso-
lated existence of a propagandist
group: but we never accepted the
purely trade unionist criterion
which measures in terms of bare
numhers. The catastrophic defeats
suffered by the international work-
ing class movement in recent times
only too closely reveal the falsity
of such eriteria. Numerically pow-
erful working class parties went
down to disaster because of the ab-
sence of a revolutionary policy. And
it is by absorbing the lessons of
these defeats that the inescapable
conclusion arises: to create the new
instrument which ecan prepare for
the triumph of Marxism on a new
historical secale.

Where will the forces come from
to constitute the new party? An
important factor in its development
will undoubtedly be constituted out
of the regroupments and new left-
ward currents within the existing
parties and particularly through
the radicalization of the proletarr-
ian kernel in the Socialist partics.
But it is inconceivable that the So-
cialist parties will play the role of
revolutionary leadership of the
working class or serve as instru-
ments for the reform of the Second
International on which they stand.
The roots of the Second Interna-
tional are deeply imbedded in re-
formism. Its leading bureaucracy
is still one of the props of the
bourgeoisie and it is waging a te-
lentless struggle against the left-
ward currents arising within the
affiliated parties. Those who capi-
tulate from a former revolutionary
position and go over to the Social-
ist party without a banner inevit-
ably start out from the false con-
cept that this party as such ecan
revolutionary force.
That is clearly revealed even in
the United States.

The American Socialist party is
feeling some of the repercussions
from the European events and from
the: sharpened class struggle in theé

United States. Although, in con-

ropean parties, it is not at all rep-
resentative of the main stream of
the working class, new currents
have arisen within it. By a very
small majority and by only a small
part of its membership participat-
ing in the referendum it has car-
ried the declaration of principles—
the declaration of militant pacifism
—of the Detroit convention. The
“militants”, representing the main
body of the diluted centrism which
aas so far carried the day and éar-
ried it with the assistance of the
reactionary munieipal socialists led
by Hoan, made their first political
retreats already at the Detroit con-
vention. Facing the pressure of
the Old Guard, which is in control
of the strongest party institutions
and the strongest state apparatus,
the “militants” have yielded since
and will yield further to social re-
‘ormism. It is true that out of
chis combination of the pressure
from the Old Guard and the yield-
ing of ground by the “militants”; a
definite leftward current will arise:
but its true revolutionary expres-
sion it will be able to find only in
the struggle for the new party and
the Fourth International.

The statement of Gitlow and
those who have rallied around him
to enter the Socialist Party flies in
the face of these actual conditions.
Not only do these people say that
they have no intention whatever
f functioning as a separate faction
‘nside the Socialist party, they fos-
‘er the illusion that it is possible “to
revolutionize it and to build it as
an instrument for working class
emancipation.” 1in reference to the
adoption of the socalled declaration
of principles they say, ‘it now
makes it possible to unite the rev-
olutionary forces of the country in
the socialist party and to build it
up as a powerful revolutionary
torce, rooted in the soil of the
country and respousive to the needs
of the workers.” This position in-
cludes the planting of the germ of
organic unity—unity between the
Socialist party of militant pacifism
and the Stalinist centrist party to-
gether with all who verbally adhere
to revolutionary socialism. Such an
organic unity by the false illugions
it creates of the possibiity unity
between Communsm and Socialism
conld mean only a further barvier
in the working class road toward
emancipation and a combination of
two bureaucratic regimes so much
more effectively to hinder the pro-
cess of regroupments, at leas. for
a time, and so much more cffectiva-
ly to wicld the power of tha appar-
atus against the developing truly
leftward cur-ents. These proposals
cater to the worst feature of the
centrist concepts of a party of unity
in general, loosely connected and
without a principled position.

Goldman, in his entrv into the
Socialist party cannot but accept
the Gitlow position; and the objec-
tive logic of all who enter jn this
manner as capitulators from a for-
mer revolutionary position -and

-witheut a banner can lead only to

the acceptance of the 8. P. as the
future revolutionary force and thus
to false illusions and new defeats.
Our road lies in the opposite direc-
tion, We dre sefiine out now to
build a vevslnbionary for.», o
build the new party. It is, as our
readers know, to be launched very
soon. It begins on the basis of uni-
fication of two groups, the Commu-
nist League of American and the
American Workers Party. It is the
first real signal of actual un fica-
tion of revolutionary forces to stand
henceforth unitedly on a principled
revolutionary platform and by that
very fact alone become a powerful
factor in stimulating the leftward
developments in the S.P. and pre-
paring the ground and the frame-
work within which they can find
their future revolutionary expres-
sion. '
—National Committee,
Communist League of Amerfca

Revolutionary
Frends in Furepe

Speaker:

JAMES P. CANNON

(Just returned from Europe)
SUNDAY, NOV. 11, at 8 P.M.

IRVING PLAZA
Irving Place & 15th Street

Auspices: Communist Teague of
America.

INCREASE IN MILITANT PRICE

Beginning this issue, the price
of the Militant is increased to
3c per copy. n the United States.
d¢ a copy for foreign.

In the 1. 8. in bundlés of 10
or more, 2c per copy.

For foreign, in bundles of 10
or more 3¢ per copy.

This increase does not affect
the subscription rates for the
present. They remain: One year,
$1.00. Six months, 50¢ for the
U. 8. Tor foreign—$1.50 and
The respectively.

We urge all readers to sub-
scribe NOW as we believe that
the subscription rates will also
have to be increased soon. Take
advantage of this period and of
our special Anniversary Offer
listed elsewhere in thig issue.




