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General Strike Looms in Toledo

The. state authorities of Toledo
are making plans to establish mar-
tial law as the 110 unions affiliated
with the A. F. of L. prepare to
walk out in sympathy with the
Auto-Lite workers. 68 unions have
already voted for the general strike,
while the workers of the Toledo
Edison Company and its subsidiar-
ies, the Defiance Light and Power
Company and Lake Shore Power
Company are scheduled to walk
out as we go to press. Toledo has
already recorded another page in
the history of splendid labor bat-
tles.

The strike which started at the
Electric Auto-Lite Company has
cost the lives of two workers while
over two hundred have been in-
jured. The bosses and the state
have used every medhs at their dis-
posal to stem the growing militancy
of the workers, But the latter have
fought back tenaciously and un-
yieldingly. 381 workers have been
arrested and are on trial for violat-
ing an injunction against picketing
while others have been jailed on
other pretexts. This has not how-
ever weakened their fighting spirit
or solidarity. The repercussion of
the Toledo strike is now being felt
from coast-to-coast.

A wave of resentment against the
deceptions of the Roosevelt-NRA
administration is sweeping the
country. It is receiving its inspir-
ation from Minneapolis and Toledo.
In San Francisco, San Diego and
New Orleans striking longshoremen
are waging a militant struggle
against the brutal terror of the po-
lice. Two members of the Com-
munist League were arrested by
the police of San Francisco for dis-
tributing leaflets to the striking
longshoremen. The Amalgamated
Association of Iron, Steel, and Tin
‘Workers have decided upon a gen-
eral strike for June 15th. The
United Textile Workers of America
threaten a general strike which will
bring out 300,000 textile workers.
These are but the first rumblings of
the storm to come. The strikes are
taking on more and more of a po-
litical character as the workers
come in head-on collision with the
forces of the state.

Background of the Struggle

The events leading up to the
Toledo strike are as follows:

In June 1931, the Security-Home
Trust Company, which held the bulk
of the workers’ savings, closed its
doors. The workers were left pen-
niless. Some of the executives of
the bank were the very industrial-
ists who used the workers’ money
to expand the auto-parts industry.
At the same time, three other im-
portant banks also closed their
doors, after deceptively declaring
that a 60 day notice must precede
withdrawal of funds. The workers
and small business men were stuck
to the tune of 150 million dollars.

Significantly enough, these banks
were controilled by the interests
which directed the destinies of the
auto-parts  industry in Toledo
Moreover, C. O. Miniger, presuient
of the Auto-Lite Company, was a
prominent member of the director-
ates of these four closed banks. In
this strategic position he was able
to salvage enough funds from the
wreckage to keep his plants going.
As usual, the workers were left
holding the bag, which Miniger had
emptied.

This precipitated the gravest eco-
nomic crisis in the history of To-
ledo. Out of a population of 400,
000, at least 100,000 workers had
to be fed and clothed from relief
funds. In 1932, the jobless and
moneyless workers had te stand in
line like beggars asking for a
handout. Miniger had stolen their
money. The bank crash had closed
most of the factories, leaving them
Jjobless,

Riots broke out among the un-
employed because of the inadequacy
and inferior quality of the food.
The workers were getting restive
under the whipvof hunger. They
were losing all hope.

Tricked by Labor Board

A brief strike in February was
ended by a truce agreement with
the Regional Labor Board. This
provided that both sides should
negotiate the demands of the union,
which included a twenty percent
wage increase, a closed shop, better
working conditions, recognition of
the union, seniority rights, and no
discrimination against ynion em-
ployees. The Regional Labor Board
succeeded in sending the workers
back to their jobs pending a settle-

ment.
found themselves tricked because
nothing came of the negofiations.

About five weeks ago the issue
again came to a head. The workers,
organized into the Automotive Fed-
eral Union, declared a second strike.
Again the workers insisted that the
bosses accede to their demands.
The company refused. Instead it
continued operations with strike-
breakers. The aroused workers
went into action. They stormed the
factory.

One striker, looking up at the
broken windows of the plant, re-
marked: “They wanted an open
shop—well, now they have it.”
Then the National Guard was called
in.

‘When the union organizer, Tho-
mas J. Ramsey, attempted to re-
strain the workers, he was shoved
aside. “To hell with the soldiers.
Let’s drive them out of town.” Otto
Brach, secretary of the Central
Labor Union, bewailed the fact
that he “could not do anything to
control the boys now.”

No Delay on the General Strike!

The bosses answered the demands
of the workers with tear .and vomit
gas. National Guardsmen, private
detectives, thugs, special guards,
police, and the most brutal reign
of terror. And Governor White
who was on a fishing trip stated
that he would use the “entire force
of the state . . . to insure life and
property”. At the same time the
Auto-Lite company, which pays its
workers even below the miserable
NRA scale, announced that it will
distribute its regular dividend of
$71,000 to preferred stock holders.

The immediate need of the mo-
ment is to intensify and develop the
struggle. The strike-breaking role
of the Labor Board and its multi-
millionaire agent Charles P. Taft,
the son of the late president, must
be exposed. No illusion must be

Consequently the workers’

harbored as to the role of ‘“‘media-
tors” and “arbitrators”. The
splendid example of the role the
women played in the Minneapolis
strike must be utilized. The delay
in calling sympathetic strikes plays
into the hands of the bosses. The
militants should press for immediate
action from the Central Labor
Council so that every labor union
in the city of Toledo takes its stand
with their striking brothers. MThe
A. F. of L. bureaucracy must not be

(Continued on page 4)
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Union Recognltlon Gained B
Militant aneapohs Battles

Minneapolis, May 29. The Driv-
ers’ strike conducted by General
Drivers Union, No. 574 was settled
on the basis of recognition of the
union, unconditional reinstatement
of all strikers and agreement to

arbitrate the demands for wages

HORPn

THE IDIDIT OF THE BI_IJE EAGI_E

By JAMES P. CANNON

-

and hours. Employers had previ-
ously grauted substantial wage in-
creases in the attempt to head off
the strike and avoid recognizing
and dealing with the union. The
union is now presenting demands
for further increases. Out of the
six thousand men involved in the
strike, only a few isolated cases of
attempted discrimination had been
reported to the union since the
settlement of the strike three days
ago. The majority of these men
have already been reinstated on de-
mand of the union.

Last night’s general membership
meeting was a rousing affair. Thou-
gands of newly} organized workers,
the majority of whom mnever be-
longed to a union before, crowded
the big strike headquarters to hear
reports on the execution of the
settlement', and further plans to
strengthen and consolidate the un-
ion. The speeches of union leaders,
Brown, Skoglund, and Dunne, re-
flected the spirit of the crowd and
every appeal for continued militan-
cy and vigilance was cheered to the
echo.

The spirit of victory and achieve-
ment was in the air, although no
attempt had been made by the
leadership to exaggerate the gains
of the first battle. Recognition of
the wunion, which, in the language
of the Minneapolis striker, means
“protection” of his job, is regarded
as a great achievement for a new
union. The workers are determined
to hold on to this achievement.

And it is quite clear that the

Longshoremens

Maritime commerce on the Pacific
Coast is almost entirely paralyzed
by the longshoremen strike. It be-
gan with 12,000 men out and has
since swelled to 25,000 with several
other unions having joined the
walk-out.

A splendid testimony to the soli-
darity of the strike and.the support
it receives from other workers was
given by the longshoremen’s parade
on Sunday, May 12th, in San Fran-
ciscoo. Five thousand strikers
marched up Market Street and not
less than 12,000 took part in the
demonstration in the Civil Center.
League militants have taken their
place on the firing line in the San
Francisco Bay District. A couple
of them hold the most responsible
strike posts, while the whole mem-
bership gives its sympathetic sup-
port.

All along the ports on the coast
the employers are making special
preparations to attempt to suppress
the strike by force. The QOakland
chief of police, Bodie Wallman has
issued orders to all subordinates
that the docks are to be-kept clear
of strikers and that any demonstra-
tions are to be met with force suf-
ficient to quell it promptly. For this
purpose he has sworn in numerous
special police. They are given in-
structions on how to suppress
strikes. Special supplies of tear

The “Red” Issue

The coast wise strike of the In-
ternational Longshoremen’s Associ-
ation (I.L.A.) here is well along in
its third week with the workers
holding the line firmly at every
point except San Pedro and San
Diego where the strike is omly par-
tially successful.

The Associated Press reports in-
dicate that there are 60 ships tied
up in San Francisco, in San Pedro
28 ships are tied up and in Portland
26. All ships in Seattle and Tacoma
are tied up.

On May the 21st, Mr. J. 8. Mall-
liard, the president of the San
Francisco Chamber of Commerce,
issued a red baiting statement in an
effort to win the support of the
workers away from the strike. This
effort on the part of the Chamber of

Commerce to drag a red herring

> Strike Ties Up
Pacﬁc Coast Ports

gas bombs have been obtained. In
Seattle Mayor John F. Dore has
given orders to his police depart-
ment to take full charge of the
docks in an effort to save the per-
ishable cargoes which are rotting in
ships’ holds. In the Los Angeles
area 500 uniformed policemen, rad-
io officers and detectives are pa-
trolling the water front daily with
instructions to protect property.
That means, of course, to:prevent
mass picketing, and suppress all
other strike activities. Several ef-
forts have been made along the
coast by the employers, through
their mediation board, to take over
the régulay union hiring halls.
Two members of the League,
Eloise Booth and Florence Wyle,
were arrested last week for leaflet
distribution when the San Fran-
sisco police, attemp‘ted to crush the
longshoremen’s picket line. TUnder
police protection the Pacific Steam-
ship Company tried to employ scabs
on pier 18. Tear gas, bombs, pistols
and sawed-off shot guns were
brought into play. The several
thousand strikers defended their
right to a union and fought back
in splendid fashion. They suffered
several casualties; but rour police-
men also had to receive hospital
treatment. The militancy amongst
the workers remain unabated as
the strike enters its third week.

Enters the Strike

across the trail of the strike was
very effectively answered when the
Masters, mates and pilots, the Sail-
ors Union of the Pacific, the Marine
Cooks and Stewards, the Marine
Firemen and Watertenders togeth-
er with several other unions made
good their strike vote by walking
off the ships,and issuing a joint
statement that they supported and
approved of the strike and would
cooperate with the Longshoremen
and teamsters already out.

General Strike the Answer if

Troops Are Called Out

In the state of Washington the
mayors of several jerkwater inter-
for towns demanded that the Gov-
ernor call out the militia. The
unions in Tacoma and Seattle reit-
erated their former position taken

{(Continued on Page 2)

CommunistLeague

MakesNew Gains
On Pic_:if_ici Coast

Comrades Caesar Booth, Eloise
Booth, Victor and Eugene Peterson,
fresh from their struggle against
the bureaucracy of the Stalinist
party, continue their splendid strug-
gle by having become members of
the San Francisco branch of the
Communist League. Expelled from
the party on the routine Stalinist
trumped-up charges, these revolu-
tionary workers did not cease in
their activity as fighters in the class
struggle. The most amusing phase
of the shameful expulsion of these
comrades wag the charge of white
chauvinism. But the actual fact
that three of the most active Negro
comrades were expelled together
with them, mainly because the lat-
ter stubbornly opposed | such a
frame-up as well as being firm in
their opposition to the local bu-
reaucracy, has been concealed.

With the joining of these com-
rades who have demonstrated their
value to the revolutionary move-
ment by their work, and are
known to many other members of
the Communist Party, the San
Francisco unit is well on the way
to becoming a serious factor in mass
work.

District No. 13, cracked up to be
the strongest section of the Stalin-
ist party in America, is in a process
of disintegration. Reports are pre-
valent that the Sacramento and
Stockton units are violently shaken
by this new wave of expulsions and
from all indications more is to fol-
low. The position of the Communist
League is becoming more clear and
as it does so to the party member-
ship the inexorable axe claims a
few imore heads.

Under the banner of the League
these new members remain at their
posts in the class struggle. They
carry on with renewed inspiration,
ready to meet all sacrifices this
may entail. Comrade Eloise Booth
has already received her baptism
under the new banner as she was
arrested together with Florence
Wyle distributing League leaflets to
the striking longshoremen.

IF THE NUMBER ON YOUR
WRAPPER IS 226 OR SMALLER,

YOUR MILITANT SUB HAS

EXPIRED AND SHOULD BE RE-
NEWED WITHOUT DELAY.

From the inception of the organ-
ization work in connection with the
General Drivers strike, it was cor-
rectly estimated that our strategic
position was the so-called centraly
market place. This takes in an area
of approximately six square blocks.
It is bounded on the oune whole side
by the railroad tracks, which are
the team tracks where practically
all of the market produce is un-
loaded.

In concentrating on the market,
we were guided by the fact that the
food §ituation, especially at this
time of the year, was the real point
to attack. At the start of the strike
this strategy was not so apparent.
But on the second and third days, it
became plainly visible that the per-
ishable food supply was running
low and that the market bosses
were going to attempt some drastic
action to move their perishable
foods.

Through our connections in the
market houses it was learned that
on Saturday morning inere was to
be a concerted effort to make de-
liveries. The strike comwmittee held
a conference and it was decided
that we would relieve some of our
forces from positions where there
was not so much activity and hold
them in reserve. It developed that
although we had a little skirmish
on that day that a serious threat
was not made for any wholesale
delivery.

The Battle of “Deputies Run”

The market situation was
watched closely and, after waiting
for Sunday and Monday to pass, we
learned through unquestionable
sources, that the big offensive was
to be made Tuesday about eleven
o’clock. This information was re-
ceived about midnight Monday. Im-
mediate action became compulsory.
“Concentrate the Pickets”, was the
slogan. “Cruising squads” of pick-
ets were dispatched, motorcycle rid-
ers roared out, street car motormen
and conductors on the owl cars car-
ried the word to our pickets at out-
lying points, telephones and other
messengers were utilized for the
mobilization of every avyailable
picket.

Soon the outlying positions were
deserted except for a skeleton pick-
et line. The pickets came pouring
in to strike headquarters, thousands
of the tired but eager fighters, an-

At the Minneapolis City Market
“The Battle of I)e[mty Run”

xious to defend their rights with
their lives if necessary. Tons of
food had been prepared and was
waiting for these fighters; but it
seemed that it was hardly touched,
so anxious were these workers for
the job to be done.
No raised voices;
quietly questioning
“Where do we go? When do we
start?”’ The word goes from the
dispatcher to the microphone an-
nouncer in the big strike headquar-

no milling;
each other:

ters: “Start moving”! Then trucks
lined up. Noiselessly they were
pushed into place. Next order:

“Fill the trucks”! Like one man
these eager fighters filled the trucks
to capacity.

In code the drivers only were
given the destination. “Move out!”
Motors roared and in an instant
three hundred pickets were on their
way to a destination, unknown
then, that was to make new history
for the American workers.

Adjacent to the market and on
one of the border streets, Labor
Headquarters id located. Into this
hall holding about two thousand
men our pickets were concentrated.
A skeleton patrol was sent to patrol
the market streets and to report
any move to start delivery. Word
quickly comes back: hundreds of
special deputies, special police and
harness bulls armed with clubs and
guns, squad cars of police with
sawed off shot guns and vomiting
gas. Quietly the pickets patrolled
the streets, curiosity seekers hurling
curses at the hired strikebreakers.
A truck starts to move, our pickets
jump to the running boards and de-
mand that the scab driver stop. A
hired slugger raises his club and
slashes at a picket. Down the pick-
et drops as if dead. The fight is on.
Phone rings at the concentration
hall: “Send the reserves!” Order-
ly, but almost as if by magic, the
hall is emptied. The pickets are
deployed by their leaders to sur-
round the police and sluggers. The
police raise their riot guns but the
workers ignore and rush through
them. “Chase outi the hired slug-
gers”, is their battle ery. The
cdowardly sluggers take to their
heels and run. The police and
strikers wuse their clubs freely.
Many casualties on both sides. The
workers have captured the market!

—A STRIKER,

Victory is an Inspiration to Workers Everywhere

bosses, after the experiences of the
10-day battle, are not anxious for
another fight soon. This has been
shown particularly by the readiness
-of the individual bosses to meet
with the union officials and adjust
any claims of discrimination in re-
hiring the strikers. It is further
shown in the absence up to date of
any threat of persecution of the un-
ion leaders for the casualties that
resulted from the strike battles. A
stern warning that any such at-
tempt will bring the workers into
action again was sounded at last
night’s meeting and brought a roar
of approval from the workers.

The militancy of the drivers’
strike is known to the world. The
efficiency of its organization and
the quality of its leadership—which
released this mighty wave of rank
and file militancy with such telling
effect—is also acknowledged on all
sides in Minneapolis.

The prestige of General Drivers
Union, No. 574, and the group of
militants at its head, is on the
heights. fThere is little doubt that
they will be a force for still greater
aecomplishments in wider circles of
the labor movement. The strike
brought a shower of telegrams from
workers’ organizations and numer-
ous invitations to the men at the
head of “5674” to come to other lo-
calities to lead organizing cam-
paigns.

How the Strike
W as _(_)_r&anizcd

Minneapolis, May 28.—The cour-
age and determination so effectively
displayed by the striking Minneapo-
lis truck drivers and helpers has
proven conclusively that the Amer-
ican working class is very well
equipped to fight their exploiters.
It only remains for a proper lead-
ership to come to the front in the
entire labor movement and guide
these dynamic forces to victory.

The striking truck drivers and
helpers were suffering from econo-
mic adversity but their condition
was no different from that of other
workers in the United States. These
men were simply a representative
cross-section of the American work-
ing class. The abilities which they
brought into play are lying dormant
in every group of American work-
ers.

Every effort was made by the
leaders to give these natural abili-
ties an opportunity to come to the
surface. No stone was left un-
turned in the attempt to do this.
Something more than numbers is
required on the picket line. The
men must feel that their efforts are
well spent, that they are a part of
a smoothly functioning machine,
that they can successfully hold
every position they win. To stimu-
late and justify this confidence the
leaders must perfect a thorough
organization and all preparations
must be carefully checked to the
most minute detail. That was done
in Minneapolis.

The Details of Organization

A large garage about 400 feet
wide and a block long was selected
to serve as the headquarters for the
Minneapolis strike. A large sign
was painted across the front of the
building announcing that this was
the strike headquarters. Supple-
mentary field heaaquarters were set
up at points where it would prove
necessary to concentrate a sizeable
force for mass picketing. At the
main headquarters a stage was
erected and a loud-speaker system
installed to be used in dispatching
of pickets and in addressing meet-
ings.
A commissary department requir-
ing a personnel of 35 was set up and
maintained” throughout the strike,.
A special service and repair depart-
ment was provided and a crew of
12 mechanics well equipped with
tools, were busily engaged in keep-
ing the cars and trucks of the pick-
ets in good running order. Special
arrangements were made to secure
gasoline and to obtain tire repair
service,

A first-aia station was established
at the headquarters through the

(Continued on Page 4)
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REVIEWING
THE NEWS

A Professor Speaks

Dr. Luther Harr, Professor of
Finance, University " of Pennsylvan-
ia, unloads the following: “Business
can not pay higher wages because
they can not dispose of goods at &
profit. On the other hand the la-
boring population can not under-
stand. why they should go hungry
when there is too much to eat.
herefore both should get together
in order to get purchasing power
into the hands of the consumer.”

The Housa of Zion has a saner
view. They claim that: “Prosperity
will not return until the Prince of
Heaven rides out from a cloud on
a white horse.” 'The old time boys
who tried to lift themselves by the
boot straps should be around today.
They’d qualify for the ‘Brain
Trust”.

* » - *
Democracy and the T.U.U.L.

When William Quesse, organizer
and head of the Chicago Flat Jan-
itors Union, died be left a will in
which the union leadership was as-
signed to Alderman Oscar Nelson
on condition that he give up poli-
tics. The rank and file had no say
in the matter but at least they did
know how the successor was chosen
and who chose him. In the T.U.
U.L., Novelty Workers Local the
situation s different. Officials take
charge of meetings, delegates are
gent to various conferences, etc. but
who elects them or when, is a se-
cret that the rank-and-file are not
allowed in on. Stalinist bureau-
crats of the T.U.U.L. out-distance
the late “Big Tim” Murphy of the
Chicago Gas Workers in their con-
tempt for the union membership.

* [ ] ] *

The “Higher Strategy” of Stalin

“Strong governments” has always
been the cry of reactionaries. To
find the Ambassador of the Soviet
Union echoing that cry is indeed
amazing. Speaking at the Ameri-
can-Russian Society for Cultural
Relations, Troyanovsky stated: “It
is not Manchukuo but China that
is troublesome and what will settle
it I do not know. A stronger cen-
tral government of China, of course,
but what else, 1 do not know.” The
Soviet Consul in New York, ex-
plaining why he settled in Ruth B.
Pratt’s palatial home said: “Had
we taken headquarters in the
workers’ section, the statement
would be made ‘that’s just what
was expected from the U.S.8.R.”.
So Stalin fools them. The capital-
sts expected the German Communist
Party to fight, they capitulated.
They expected Troyanovsky to sup-
port Soviet China, he speaks for a
stronger Chiang Kai Chek. They
expected Litvinov to denounce cap-
italist disarmament conferences as
a cover for war preparations, in-
stead he supports them. Roosevelt
is hailed as a friend of peace, Stalin
re-echoes the cry.

* » * L]

Police Brutality

The police whose batting average
against gangsters approaches zero
are very efficient when it comes to
beating up unemployed men and
women. Their brutal attack on
Mrs. Rose Lechay last week caused
even hardened press reporters to
protest. We haven’t heard of the
Grand Jury, which became so in-
dignant about the lack of police
clubs in the taxi strike, taking any
action, on the several recent exam-
ples of police brutality, nor do we
expect that they will. Grand Jur-
jes like the Chairman of Utilities
Commission have a keen sense for
property rights and keen ears for
jingle of the thirty pieces of silver.

* ® ¥ %
Strikers vs, “Labor Leaders”

The belly-crawling attitude of the
leaders of labor like Green, Hillman
and Lewis, etc. in support of the
Roosevelt Administration is in glar-
ing contrast to the courage and
readiness to struggle of the work-
ers of America as shown in Toledo
and Minneapolis. The leaders sup-
port the Wagner Bill which legal-
izes the open shop. The Toledo
strikers battling scabs and the uni-
formed strike-breakers of the Na-
tional Guard, stand before the Auto-
Lite factory with its windows shat-
tered to bits and shout “You wanted
the open shop, well, you've got it
now.” What have they in common

with the paunchy, Baptist betrayer |

of Labor, Bill Green?

* L ] E ®
Roosevelt, the Friend of Labor

All labor and social legislation
introduced into the present session
of Congress ranks with the “For-
gotten Man”, as the following re-
port from the Post would indicate.
“It has become apparent that House
and Senate leaders, with the back-
ing of the White House, have de-
cided to put over until the next
session all labor and social legisla-
tion which is not considered imme-
diately necessary. The thirty-hour
week, unemployed insurance and
old age pensions, all embodied in
pending bills are to be delayed.
. . . The Wagner bill owes its re.
vived chances solely to the Toledo

(Continued from page 1)

when Mayor Dore of Seattle asked
for the” troops before, that if the
troops were ordered out then all
organized labor would call a gen-
eral strike in all industries.
Assistant Secretary of Labor Ed-
ward K. McGrady who still smells
of his betrayal of the Detroit auto
workers, joined the Chamber of
Commerce in its effort to drag a red
herring into the issue. He has been
sent out here in an effort to arbi-
trate the strike or a§ he gquaintly
puts it, conciliation having failed
we must now try arbitration.
The 1. L. A. members have had
their belly full of arbitration al-
ready and are determined that their
officers shall not sell them out.
They refuse to permit these officers
to make any settlement until the
membership has had a chance to
pitss upon the agreement.
Besses Want Job Control for
Company Union
The Union’s demands are the 30-
hour week, $1 an hour and JOB
CONTROL. ‘The ship owners have
mdicated a willingness to concede
the first two but they demand that
the company union c¢omposed of
strikebreakers, steamship officials,
scabs, stool pigeons and similar
rats shall have at least fifty percent
of the joh control. When job con-
trol was divided between the two
organizations by conciliation a few
weeks ago the 1. L. A. members
found themselves discriminated
against on every job both as jndi-
viduals and as an organization. If
the 1.L.A. had not had one hundred
percent of the longshoremen with
them so that the ship owners could
not get workers through their com-
pany union the I1.L.A. would have
been driven out of existence. Kor
this reason the I.L.A. refuses to
compromise the issue of job control.
For the same reason the ship own-
ers refuse to budge an inch on the
same question.

In addition to endeavoring to
drag the red issue into the situation
the ship owners are making threats
to deelare a month’s shipping holi-
day and not move an ounce of
freight in this time. 'They are also
offering bribes to various unions.
For example, when the Southern
Pacific ferry workers started a
strike vote the owners immediately
restored one half of the five percent
cut which all railroad workers re-
ceived about a year ago. These
workers while not railroad workers
work on boats owned and operated
by the Southern Pacific Railroad.

Thousands of strikers and sympa-
thizers marched in the funeral pro-
cession of Parker who was, mur-
dered by the San Pedro police when
21 other workers were shot down
while picketing the docks in San
Pedro.

~FRED CRIQUE.

THE STRIKE IN THE BAY
DISTRICT

With the shooting of three strik-
ers, with mobilization of more po-
lice on the already massed police
lines on_the waterfront, and with
the opening up of a vicious “Red-
scare” campaign, the strike of 3,000
longshoremen: in the San Francisco
Bay District swings into the third
week of militant struggle. It is
reminiscent of the splendid fight of
the 1919 strike, one long remember-
ed hy scabs and bosses.

Previous to 1919, the Internation-
al Longshoremen’s Association rep-
resented the men on the waterfront.
During the strike of 1919, acting
under orders from the steamship
employers, a small group of fore-
men formed what was known as the
“Harmony Club”. Out of this club
grew the union that has been sup-
posedly representing the men fotv
the past fourteen years, kKuown as
the *“Blue Fook” unioa

When it was first organized, this
Blue Book union stated that mno
man could work on the waterfront
without sanction first being given
by one of these bosses. Also at
that time many bona fide longshore-
men were eliminated from the wat-
erfront for their activities in the
L.L.A. and many of these men have
never since been allowed to work
on the waterfront. From its incep-
tion, the rules of the Blue Book
have made unbearable the condi-
tions of the workers. No system
of hiring or dispatching of working
crews was had. The men would
come down to the waterfront at @
A.M. and wait many hours and days
before they could find out whether
or not there would be work for
them. And at that, when there was
work, it was given to a select few
who wouid work sometimes 36
hours steady and the rest of the
men would have to be content with
from 2 to 18 hours a week work.
Under the Blue Book company un-
ion system, the work was speeded
up to such an extent, that cargo
that would take 40 hours to dis-
charge normally was done in half
that time. Grievances of the work-
ers brought to the Blue Book union
were immediately turned over to the
Steampship operators and these men
fired. Such discrimination was a

riots.” ~—BILL.

common practice.

Lohgshoremm Strike Al
Pacitic Ports

In the fall of 1933, when the wave
of union organization spread over
the entire country, the activization
of a small group of progressive
workers brought about the 100%
organization of the longshoremen in
the International Longshoremen’s
Association.
In April, 1934, the longshoremen
were ready for a strike, but upon
the direct request of Roosevelt, the
I.L.A: submitted its demands to a
mediation board and negotiations
were opened between the longshore-
men and the steamship operators—
but at all times the steamship oper-
ators refused to concede to any of
the demands of the longshoremen.
The members of the International
Longshoremen’s Association learned
from this legsson. Not around tables
and in committee meetings will the
workers win their demands. Only
through a militant fight will they
be able to torce the bosses to rec-
ognize their union.

—F. WYLE.

Picnic _J_ﬂe 24th

The New York Local of the Com-
munist League of America arranged
for a picnic to greet the appearance
of the New International, our the-
oretical organ. This picnic will
take place at Zedler’s Grove, a beau-
tifully situated place amidst the
finest woodland on the western
side of the Bronx River between
Mount Vernon and Bronxville, with
a dominating view of the beautiful
Bronx Valley,” We are making
every effort to make this the larg-
est and most entertaining affair the
League has ever held. 7This will
include a program of entertain-
ment, dancing in an open-air pavil-
ion, as well as out-door sports, and
competing baseball games.
Directivns for reaching the picnic
grounds are very simple. Take the
White Plains Road 241st St., Lex-
ington Ave. Subway or Elevated to
the last stop, where Zedler’'s Grove
busses will take you to the picnic
grounds. The admission to this
picnic will be 25¢, no extra charge
for dancing or other amusements.
Tickets are available at our city
ofticc and headquarters of the var-

THE FLECTORAL CAMPAIGN

The elections in
Mexico are rapidly approaching.
Five candidates are in the field rep-
resenting five different classes or

presidential

sections of a class.

Representing the feudal clerical
reaction, far to the right is Valen-
zuela, candidate of the anti-reelec-
tionists. These sigh for the glories
of the days of Porfirio Diaz, and
are deadly enemies of the few rights
gained by the workers and peons
during the revolution.

The capitalist elements who are
on the outs with the Party in power
are represented by Villareal, can-
didate of the Confederation of Op-
position Parties.

IFaithful servants to Yankee im-
perialism and the big native capital-
ists, and under the guidance of one
of the wealthiecst men in  Mexico,
(alles, the Partido Nacional Revo-

ious branches.

lucionario has for its candidate

National Tour Finds League Advancing

For the firgt time since its form-
ation, the Communist League has
been able to organize a successful
national tour which actually took
a representative of the National
Committee from one end of the
country to another. Canada includ-
ed. Up until now, the farthest
west we had ever penetrated was
Minneapolis and Kansas City. Con-
nections with Communist militants
had indeed been established on the
West Coast before, but in most of
the western localities no public
meeting of our organization had
yet been held. Now, as a result of
the systematic pioneer work that
has been effected, together with the
tightening up of the organization
which the speaking tour of comrade
Shachtman helped to produce, it is
established that outside of the
official Communist and Socialist
parties, the Communist League of
America is the only one of the rad-
ical groups which can lay claim to
a truly national organization, to a
very solid framework of one at the
very least. Our movement is no
longend confined to the eastern and
central part of the United States.

In virtually every city that was
visited, the estimates of the local
comrades were that this time the
public meetings were the largest
ever held by the League. In some
places the mass meetings were any-
where from two to three to four
times as large as those organized
several years ago during the first
national tour organized for Shacht~
man. This feature ot the tour not
only bespoke the growing organiz-
ational strength and influence of the
Lengue, but especially the keen in-
terest of increasing numbers of
workers in the slogan raised by us
for a new Communist party and a
new International, the problem
which was dealt with most promin-
ently at practically every one of the
meetings.

League Views Receive Serious
Attention

Another striking feature of the
tour was the obvious fact that
among the class conscious militants
at least the views of the Communist
League are regarded with the ut-
most attention and growing sympa-
thy, in contrast with our firgt tour
meetings, where the audienct was
for the most part composed of cur-
iosity seekers who wondered what
the ‘““I'rotskyists’” have to say
about themselves. The interest of
the audiences, their highly repre-
gsentative quality, the questions
asked and the discussion which al-
ways followed, revealed this time
that the ideas of the League have
'taken deep root wherever we have
been able to penetrate with our or-
ganization and literature.

The Chicago mass meeting was
typical in this respect. Where some
years ago we spoke only to a nar-
row circle of our own sympathizers,
this time there were over 250 work-
erg present, with representatives of
virtually every trend and current
in the radical movement. One after
another they took the floor to speak
for their respective standpoints as
against that of the League. The
national chairman of the Young
People’s Socialist League, the Stal-
inists, the Lovestoneites, the S.L.P.,
the United Workers Party and its
broken-off minority, the ILW.W., the
Proletarian Party, the anarchists—
all of them sought to counter the
offensive of the League at the best
meeting we ever held in Chicago.
(This time, by the way, the Stalin-
ist hoodlums did pot make the ef-
forts to break up the meeting that
they tried at Cemrade Swabeck's
meetings a few months previously.
The burnt child fears no hooligan-
ism; he is too well prepared for
that!)

S. P. Members Attend Meetings

Another significant feature of
the meetings was the almost uni-
versal contacts we have established

with militant revolutionists in the

Socialist Iarty and the Young
People’s Socialist League. ‘There
was hardly a single eity where they
were not substantially represented
at tke meeting. In Southern Illi-
nois meetings, it was largely to So-
clalist militants that we spoke—-
revolutionists to the core who are
ready to fight (and side by side
with us!) for a genuinely Marxian
movement. In St. Louis, the loecal
branch of the Young People’s So-
cialist League voted to call off its
own meeting and come down in a
body to help defend our mass meet-
ing from a rumored possible attack
by the Stalinists. 1In Waukegan,
1llinois, the meeting was held under
the auspices of the latest branch of
the League, organized by the bulk
of the members (all the young and
active ones) of what was three
months ago the local branch of the
Socialist party.

The Stalinist Party in Decline

Our progress with the official
Communist party has not come to
a halt either. In Winnipeg, San
Francisco and the Bay District, Salt
Lake City, Plentywood (Montana),
and elsewhere, our branches are
made up largely of comrades whom
we have only yesterday won over
to our side, or else the contacts es-
tablished yesterday, who will be in
branches tomorrow. The shocking
state of the C. P. is clearly revealed
by a visit to the principal cities
from coast to coast. Tens of thou-
sands come to its demonstrations—
gratifying proof that great num-
bers of American workers are not
frightened back by Communism but
are ready to support it militantly.
But into the official C. I’.?—No
sirree! And when they do go in,
they are again in less time than
it takes to tell. Bad as are the
official reports of C. P. membership
fluctuation, they are still far from
telling the whole story. Another
aspect of the C. P. which really
deserves more extensive comment
and analysis, is -the growing ratio
of slum-proletarian elements in its
composition—the elements it can
always count upon for tough-guy
tactics against what they know
least about: “Trotskyism”

In total, four efforts were made
by the Stalinists to break up meet-
ings on the road. In Youngstown,
on the first night where Shachtman
spoke on the Roosevelt program,
the two young Stalinist commissars
present profanely thundered that
this was the last meeting the coun-
ter-revolutionary Trotskyists would
hold in the city. We invited them
to mobilize full force for the meet-
ing next night, and to come down
and try to break it up as they
threatened. With the invitation we
extended them a promise of a free
lesson in workers’ democracy. They
came—30 strong, the full Party and
Y.C.1.. mobilization (Youngstown
was once 200 strong in the C. P.)—
the next night when Shachtman
was to talk on the new party. But
our comrades from Newcastle
(where an excellent meeting had
been held two nights before) came
down to Youngstown, including in
their detachment one boxing in-
structor and one amateur boxer.
Twenty non-League members, So-
cialists included, had voluntered to
help us defend the meeting the
night before; and another comrade
had brought to the meeting three
quarter and half-backs, with three-
foot shoulders, from a local tin mill
workers’ football team, friendly to
us. The Stalinists did try to break
up the meeting. Result of the en-
counter: 1. The meeting was not
broken up; 2. The Stalinists got
their lesson in workers’ democracy;
3. The prestige of the League shot
up.

Other Hoodlum Tactics Fail

Again in Los Angeles, which has
already been adequately described
in the Militant’s sum total of
the scandalous episode in which

over 60 Stalinist hoodlums—picked

up on the skid road and out of the
missions and stewpots, and who
diail’t know what it was all about

break up our meeting in Boyle
Heights—sought in vain to batter
their way through our guard of
eight comrades, was that the C. P.
did succeed in welding together a
united front of virtually every other
radical organization in the city, de-
termined to help us defend our
right to meet and speak. -Another
result: two €. P. sympathizers
joined the League on the very same
night that the Stalinists disrupted
our meeting, that is, when they
were substituting for Mr. “Red”
Hynes' notorious “Red Squad”.

Once more in Salt Lake City.
The orderly and excellent meeting
of 100 workers was suddenly dis-
rupted by a gang of several score
hoodlums led by (and carefully
surrounding) Paul Crouch, C. P.
organizer. 'fhe meeting was broken
up by them, it is true. The three
un-uniformed Silver Shirts  who
were present simply sat back in
their seats at the rear of the hall
and grinned with the utmost satis-
faction at the sight of their own
specitic work belng done for them,
gratis, by the Stalinists who supple-
ment their criminal disruption of
“Trotskyist meetings” by leaving
Silver Shirt meetings unmolested.
Their courage was of course height-
ened by the fact that they outnum-
bered our comrades twenty to one.
We did, however, adjourn to a
meeting place turnished by a sym-
pathizer, where a smaller, but more
sympathetic, audience attended.
Result: a good deal of liberal (and
by the way, the C. P. depends to
an increasing extent upon liberal
and friend-of-Russia support) and
working class sapport was surgi-
cally cut away from the Stalinists
and transferred to us.

Excellent Recruits for the League

In Davenport, the ingenious Stal-
inists kept telephoning the owner of
the bhall we had engaged, day in
and day out for a weék before the
meeting. The burden of their ano-
nymous calls was that if we were
allowed to hold the meeting, some-
body would see to it that the place
was wrecked in a fight. It is hard
to get a hall in Davenport for a
radical meeting, and it was only by
scurrying about madly that we
were finally able at the last minute
to get another meeting place, after
the owner of the hall first engaged
broke the contract with us out of
fear of a riot. Iiven here a small
gang of swaggelting Stalinists came
up with the intention of showing
the Trotskyists what's what. They
disappeared in an inexplicable hurry
when one of our sympathizers from
Moline came to the door and asked
them sharply what they intended to
do. "The sympathizer weighs 250
pounds.

With these exceptions, the Stalin-
ists at the meetings everywhere
listened attentively and for the
most part with a comradely spirit
even when they disagreed with our
standpoint. Many of them will yet
be heard from, especially in the
western parts of the country, where
we have barely scratched the sur-
face of the C. P., in which many a
good rebel is running his head fu-
tilely into the bureaucratic wall
The sight of our comrades in the
'Frisco-Oakland district, who have
come to us so recently from the
C. P. (and some fine elements from
the S. P., too), is itself a promise
of tomorrow’s recruitment of simi-
lar elements from the official party:
American revolutionists, militant
and trained workers, accustomed
to working gmong the masses, im-
patientt of fraud, bluff and bureau-
cratism, able to take care nf them-
selves and of the building of the
new revolutionary party in America.

—MAX SHACHTMAN.
(To be ccatinued)

JOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE.

except that they were supposed to-

On th.eﬁ' Political Scene
In Mexico

Lazaro Cardenas. This party has
resorted to an intensified campaign
of demagogy in an attempt to win
favor among the proletariat and
peasantry. They have inaugurated
a minimum salary of 1 and 1.50
pesos 'a day, (but try and get it).
They have established as a platform
a six-year plan which attempts to
promise the workers some gain—in
the future, of course—at the same
time not alarming the imperialists.
Amid a blare of trumpets, many
lheadiines and much speech-making
they have proceeded to give a few
hectares of land to some of the
landless peasants, carefully not
touching the large estates.

The P. N. R. is undoubtedly the
party unow favored by Wall Street
as best ftitted to insure the necessary
super-profits and making possible
an ever-greater field of investment
for unemployed capital. Both the
anti-reelectionists and the opposi-
tion to the P.N.R. grovel in the
dust, proclaiming themselves to be
much more efficient servants of
Yankee imperialism than the P.N.R.

The petty-bourgeoiste, repulsed by
Callismo, has adopted a pseudo-
socialism, centered around the Left
Socialist Party with its candidate,
Tejeda. Thousands of workers have
been swung into this current.

Meanwhile, the majority of work-
ers follow the line of the non-poli-
tical leaders of the unions, Lombar-
do Toledano and Peraz Medina.
Thanks to the work of these lead-
ers the workers have virtually de-
serted the field of politics, showing
such apathy that it is only by dint
of much fireworks, and much
“pulque” that meetings held in
workers' neighborhoods are partial-
ly filled. And the toilers of the
land, lacking a real party of the
proletariat, with whom to form a
tighting alliance, are choosing be-
tween Tejeda and Cardenas.

The Bloc of Workers and Peas-
ants, Stalinist-directed, has for its
candidate Laborde. The Bloc is
more than a mere manuever to
evade the capitalist repression and
the fact that the C. P. is illegal. It
is in essence an opportunist sectar-
ian farmer-labor party, a two class
party.

The Communist Internationalists
of Mexico have decided to support
the Bloc as the chosest approach to
a Party with a working class line.
The time will come very shortly
when the Internationalists will be
able to enter the electoral campaign
against all the parties of the bour-
geoisie, and the fake parties of the
workers.

MAY DAY IN MEXICO CITY

The Communist Internationalists
the day after May Day were a very
much more serious factor in Mexi-
can life than they were before.
Thanks to its own activity, and
thanks to the rabid fear of the
bourgeoisie which gave a large
amount off publicity to the Fourth
International, the Liga is now a
group known to a large numbcr of
workers and listened to with a
growing confidence by them.

For the First of May our small
group published 5,000 manifestoes
entitled “For the Fourth Interna-
tional”. When in the midst of this
work, that greatly taxed the re-
sources of our group, the issue of
the Trotsky expulsion from France
came up. A special manifesto on
this was also gotten out in 5,000
copies.

Four days before the first of
May three of our comrades were
arrested for distributing the Trot-
sky leaflet. This hurt the work of
the group also, but the comrades
left pitched in and by increased ac-
tivity made good the absence of the
others.

According to the fear-fevered im-
agination of the bourgeois press, the
75,000 or more workers in the
march were continually shouting
“Long Live the Fourth Internation-
al” and “Long Live Trotsky”. Of
course they exaggerate a great deal.
But the kernel of truth does remain
that to an increasing number of
workers the Fourth International is
becoming a hope and a promise for
successful struggle. To such a de-
gree is this true, that the capitalist
press has called for a stern repres-
sion of our group.

The May First demonstrations
were of a decidedly anti-fascist
character. When all the German
imperialist firms insolently dis-
played the Swastika on May First,
these banners were booed and
whistled at by the marching work-
ers. In one case, a group of them
climbed up and tore a banner from
the pole and threw it to the work-
ers below who ripped it into shreds.
This act was carried out in a few
minutes before the po.ice could in-
terfere.

While the capitalist press was
filled with apologies to the hurt
feelings of the German fascists, the
class-conscious workers take great
pride in this episode of =elf-initia-

tive,

MARCH OF
EVENTS

“Stop Fooling with Labor”!
The first period of the NRA has

definitely ended. The assistance

tendered to the A. F. of L. bureau-
cracy to help them gain control of
the newly organized masses of
workers so as to prevent the growth
of unions under militant leadership,
has been withdrawn under the pres-
sure of big business in the mass
production industries. With the
revival of business, aided by enor-
mous subsidies, finance capital
takes new courage and demands
complete “freedom’” to amass great-
er profits. It is in no mood to
brook the resistance of labor to the
extension of capitalist gains at the
expense : of the workers’ living
standards. “Stop fooling with la-
bor”, says Girdler, head of the Re-
public Steel Co. Away with all
this nonsensical pretence of the
NRA! G@Girdler would rather shut
down the factories than treat with
“professional”  unionists. Irvin,
President of U. 8. Steel, declares
for the open shop and company
unionism. He is echoed by Grace,
head of Bethlehem Steel. Sloan,
chief of General Motors, lays down
an ultimatum for the open shop and
rallies the entire boss class against
any half-way measures in the most
aggressive speech of all; *“We
should more effectively and cour-
ageously stand and, if necessary,
fight for those things which are just
and equitable (the open shop,
against unionism, for company un-
ions, against collective bargaining.
against government “regimentation”
and control, for profits) .. .”
*® * £ =%

Finance Capital to the Attack

Big business thus starts a care-
fully planned and concerted drive
against the working class and its
independent trade unions. The pre-
tences of increasing wages and rais-
ing living standards become too
transparent to be of any further
service to the ruling class and the
struggle begins to take on a more
and more open character. To com-
pete in foreign markets against
Japanese competition the American
capitalists strive desperately to
lower costs of production—by low-
ering wages. To carry out the pro-
gram of imperialism the bosses
must prevent any vast influx into
the trade unions and a brake must
be set on the workers’ movement
towards organization. Ford, Work-
ing Class Knemy No. 1, leads the
way. Through his spy system he
picks out the unionists and concen-
trates them in a single machine
shop. Recently when about two
hundred union members came to
work with union badges openly dis-
played, nothing was done at the
time, but gradually all were trans-
ferred in small groupd to the “un-
ion” machine shop. Then this shop
was shut down and all these work-
ers laid off. No discrimination
there! Simply an economy!

& * % &

“Who Is Bigger?”

Distressed by the openness of the
attack on the workers and the cal-
lous flouting of bourgeois law by
the bourgeoisie, the demagogic New
York Post asks editorially, “Who is
bigger—U.8.A. or U.8. Steel?”
Every day makes clear that Roose-
velt and Johnson have been given
their new line of march by their
masters and they obey orders! The
NRA labor section is being disman-
tled as rapidly as possible. The
sham of “collective bargaining” has
been exposed by the government's
legalizing of the company union and
the open shop and its denial of the
right of a majority of the workers
to represent all the workers in ne-
gotiations (an interesting contra-
diction of bourgeois democracy
which reveals the real nature of
that democracy). The working
class has had enough experience
with the Regional and National
Labor Boards to understand their
function of betrayal. The personnel
is sufficient in itself to dispel any
illusions concerning these fake “im-
partial” boards. W hat Detroit
worker would appeal to H. H. Rice,
former president of Cadillac and
vice-president of General Motors,
now head of the Detroit Regional
Labor Board? No, there can be no
illusion in the mind of workers as
to the nature of the government in
relation to the working class. The
government is carrying out the will
of the ruling class. Events are
rapidly posing a far different ques-
tion: who is bigger—the capitalist
class or the working class?

* * *® *

The Road to Fascism

The Minneapolis and Toledo
strikes are the clearest signs that
the workers have learned that they
must rely on their own strength
and organization to defend their
livelihood from the attacks of the
bosses. But these militant strikes
will infuriate the predatory finance
capitalists and will drive them to
sterner measures. It is in this
struggle that the capitalists will
decide whether or not to take the
road to fascism.

—JACK WEBER.
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Positions of Conflicting Groups
In the Socialist Party

It will be observed that the world
Congress of the Lubor and Social-
ist International, which came into
being, not as a result of the desires
of the Buro, bu{ through pressure
of the defeat in Germany, did not

.serve to check the agitation within

the ranks of the L.5.1. “The Con-
gress acted as a spur to the internal
discussions taking place every-
where. . Having brietty discussed
the Congress and demonstrated the
growth of left wing groupings in
the International, we must of nec-
essity occupy ourselves primarily
with the American Socialist Party.
No one can guestion the faect that
the Americam groups reflect world
events and the decisions of the
August Coungress. But in the Unit-
ed States, some peculiar and inter-
esting changes took place. The sit-
uation here does not mirror exactly
the situation in Kurope from the
point of view of party polities.
‘Ihere is a greater confusion in
America as we shall soon detect.

At the Congress, the reactionary
‘wing of the International was in
complete control. 'T'he Congress re-
‘affirmed the policy of reformism of
the L.8.J. 1n conflict with this
position of the Congress and the
wajority of the delegations, stood
the Polish Bund which rallied to its
side 18 votes out of 300 or -more.
The resolution us was shown, de-
clared, for an end to the policy of
reform and in favor of the ‘reva-
lutionary” (?) struggle for power,
for the, destruction of capitalism
and the institution of the “dictator-
ship of the revolutionary party dur-
ing the period of Socialist construc-
tion”.

It demanded an end to the poliey
of *‘coalition governments”, support
of disarmament conferences, ete.
On each of these guestions, the
Bund demonstratedy confusion and
showed that it had not learned any-
thing since it endeavored to aid in
the construction of the 23 Interna-
tional. It does not distinguish be-
tween the Dictatorship of the Pro-
letariat, and the *“Dictatorship of
the Party”. Nowhere is there men-
tion made of the Soviets and their
role in the struggle for power and
after its seizure. It speaks of the
“development of the dictatorship by
the revolutionary classes (!) into a
dictatorship of the workers and
peasants”. 'The resolution calls for
“new conditions of struggle”, and
says too, that the Socialist Parties
must prepare “without fail for the
negessities of direct action”.

The Fundamental Questions

All of this, however, does not ex-
plain how, or what, is meant. We
sald last week that now is not the
time to write new doctrines. The
program of Bolshevism answers
every question raised by the left
wings in the Socialist International
and it answers these questions with
clarity and, completeness.. What the
Bund has done has been to reiterate
a stand it has held now for more
than a decade and bring it up to
date. The early Congresses of the
Communist International answered
the questions of the Struggle for
Power, the Dictatorship of the Pro-
letariat, the Struggle against War,
the United Front, etc. They were
answered then in detail and with
thoroughness. The half answers
and half-truths contained in the
Bund position, can only lead to con-
fusion. In this respect the program
of the Revolutionary Policy Com-
mittee in’ America is far clearer
than that of the Polish Bund, and
even that is not yet a complete
Marxist position.

But in spite of the confusing and
vague character of the Bund posi-
tion it served as the starter in the
International discussion raging in
the Parties of the Social Democra-
cy. For that it deserves merit. But
some of the groupings starting
where the Bund began are now far
ahead of it. The Bund instead of
moving ahead is standing still.

In the first article we spoke of
the following groups existing in the
American Socialist Party: The Re-
volutionary Policy Committee, the
Militants, the Forward Association,
the Old Guard (Oneal, Lee, ete.),
the Wisconsin Organization, the
followers of the Polish Bund, the
“Chicago Left Wing’ of Senior and
Krueger. Politically, there are not
80 many groups or grouplets. Such
a division serves the purpose of
differentiation. A political classifi-
cation would find the R.P.C. and the
followers of the Bund on the Left,
the Old Guard, the Forward Asso-
ciation and the Wisconsin Organiz-
ation on the Right, with the leaders
of the American delegation, Krue-
ger and Senior, which supported the
Bund in Europe (!) and the Mili-
tants to whom they really belong
ready to fall in line with any ma-
jority.

The R. P. C.

1. The Revolutionary Policy
Committee. The articles of comrade
Cannon have already discussed in
detail the political position of this
group. It is necessary however to
examine their physiognomy a bit
more. Without a doubt, the social
composition of the group is its
greatest weakness. The group is

3. The RP.C. and Its

Program

made up primarily of the petty-
bourgeois and intellectual section of
the 1arty, a great many of these
veng graduates of the league for
1ndustrial Democracy. ‘Thus, while
the group enjoys a great interest
and ceven support for its views, its
ek of roois iu the Party proper,
hampers its intluence over the pro-
letarian section of the organization.
ihe sympathies that it enjoys so
rar have little realization in organ-
wzational gains. ‘The Program is
signed by over B0 active party
members, few however, having any
decisive influence on the Party.
Most of these are new in the move-
ment., While its program is
alhiead of that of the Bund, its clos-
eSt approximation in this country,
the R.P.C. hus no connectiony with
the Bund. Similarly with. respect
to the matter of international con-
nections.  Though its existence is
to be explained by international
events and is a retlection of inter-
national currents in the L.S.1., the
group leads a completely “national”

existence. This is confirmed by its
program on ‘“International Rela-
tions”,

The R.I.C. represents a serious
movement within the 8. P. towards
Marxism. Its program is not yet
Marxism, but has moved a long way
in that direction. 'T'he great num-
ver of omissions from its program
gives it at best u skeleton character.
1t is not sufficient, however, to of-
ter skeleton views to the socialist
workers. You must take each fun-
damental guestion and painstaking-
ly analyse it from the vuntage point
of Marxism. Iach question bhas to
be thoroughly and completely dis-
cussed, every variant considered.

R. P. C. Program

The entire program is six pages
long. Within these six pages are
contained the position of the R.P.C.
on; The Road to Power, War, Labor
Policy, a Labor Party, the United
Front, NRA, Farmers, Negroes, the
Middle Class, the Soviet Union, In-
ternational Relations and Con-
clusions. Quite obviously in such
boundaries a program can not touch
properly on any ot the questions it
discusses. Bat this is not the main
criticism we have to make. Our
main criticism of the R.P.C. is that
on the fundamental questions it is
either ambiguous, incomplete, or
wrong. This in spite of the fact
that in general the program is of a
left- character, in the direction of
Communism.

The question of the Dictatorship
of the Proletariat is a case in point.
After declaring in favor of it, the
program says nothing of the Soviets,
their position in the struggle for
power and their relation to the es-
tablishment and existence of the
proletarian dictatorship. On the
one hand it speaks of the working
class state as “‘an entirely new type
of state”, without saying anywhere
that the aapitalist state must be
destroyed and replaced by the work-
ers’ state. Because of this lack of
clarity it can conclude this section
of the program by saying: “Once
socialists are in possession (!) of
the state machinery by the mandate
of the workers, their task is to se-
dqure and insure the governmental
power for the victorious revolution
by arming the workers for its de-
fense against all possibility of a
counter - revolutionary  resistance,
and to proceed to transform the eco-
nomic and social basis of society.”
Which state machinery is referred
to here? It is by no means clear.
Apparently the capitalist state
machinery! By the mandate of the
workers! What kind of a mandate?
The seizure of power as a result of
the armed struggle of the proletar-
iat or a ballot victory? The R.P.C.
may protest and say: But we have
already declared that we are for
the workers state, the new type of
state based upon the Workers
Councils. Nevertheless, it is not
clear precisely what is meant in the
program.

Thel Question of the State

The question of the state is the
most important question for the
revolutionary movement. It is upon
the evaluation of the state fhat the
workers’ movement remains dolvid'ed;
on this guestion the 2nd Internation-
al split. The organization of the
Communist International was the
outcome. And here too, the syndi-
calists and anarchists are divided
from the rest of the workers’ move-
ment. Quite seriously and earnest-
ly, we suggest that the R.P.C. make
a thorough study of the decuinents
of the Communist International on
the question of the State and the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat,
prepared for the 2nd Congress. Once
clarified, the R. P. C. can be-
come the instrument of clarifying
and educating the ranks of the S.P.,
drawing large sections of its work-
ers to the side of the revolution.

On ‘“‘International Relations” the
program is wholly inadequate and
is in fact false. It says: “The So-

clalist Party of America must make

every effort to get the above princ-
iples (of the R.P.C.—A.G.) adopted
by the Labor and Socialist Interna-
tional in order that it may be the
effective instrument in promoting
the world revolution”. ‘'he program
concludes with the following declar-
ation in bold type: “THERE 18 AB-
SOLUTELY NO REASON (abso-
lutely npone —A.G.) WHY THE
SOCIALIST PARTY OF AMERICA
CAN NOT MEET THE OPPORN1U-
NITY WHICH CONKFRONTS 17T
TODAY Ik 1T ADOPTS A CLEAR,
WELL - DEFINED PROGRAM
BASED - UPON THE ABOVE
PRINCIPLES AND TACTICS AND
SETS UP ADEQUATE MACHIN-
BRY FOR EFFECTIVELY PUT-
TING THESKE PRINCIPLES INTO
ACTION.” On one of the most de-
cisive questions facing the workers
movement today the program actu-
ally says littlg.and what it does say
is wrong. It orientates itself com-
pletely upon the 2nd International.

The guestion of Stalinism, the ex-|

istence and role of Centrism, and
the movement for the 4th Interna-
tional are entirely left out of the
program. Without even as much as
a mention of these questions it is
clear why the R.P.C. has no genu-
ine international orientation.

“Reforming” the 2nd Intermational

These questions are ot fundamen-
tal character. Around these the
R.P.C. can make or break itself.
While on many issues it is moving
toward a position of Marxism, it is
not there yet. When Lovestone says
that *“In substance, the program of
the R.P.C. is Marxian”, it only ex-
presses his patronizing attitude to-
ward the R.P.C. and his desire to
tie this movement to the kite of
Stalinism. Genuine revolutionaries
will endeavor to help the R.P.C. to
move completely (o communism,
that is, to revolutionary Marxism.
From its position on “International
Relations” it is obvious that the R.
P.C. orientates itself on the basis
of thq policy of reforming the So-
cialist Party and the Labor and
Socialist International. There is
not the slightest hint that the fun-
damental character of social demo-
cracy make it impermissible to re-
main within its ranks. 7The possi-
bility of a break is not even aoun-
tenanced in the program. And as
already pointed out, its relation to
the other international movements
is not even as much as mentioned.
The R.P.C. must begin rapidly to
clarity its position on all these gues-
tions, and make clearer its point of
view on those -points expressed in
the program. It should root itself
deeply among the proletarian layers
of the party and seek support there.
We shall endeavor to help the R.P.C.
make these steps forward .and draw
the proper conclusions to their pres-
ent struggle.

—ALBERT GLOTZER.
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JOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE

Theoretical Organ
Out _J_liy 1st

An excellent first number of the
NEW INTERNATIONAL magazine
will greet Jeaders when the long-
awaited monthly theoretical review
of the International Communists
comes off the press on June 15th
The partial list of articles and spe-
cial features to appear in the first
number of the NEW INTERNA-
TIONAL will appeal fo all inter-
ested in reading a journal of revo-
lutionary Marxism.

Among the features are:

1. Editorial: For the Fourth In-
ternational!

A Review on the NRA-—by
Jack Weber.

The American Workers Party:
Communism or Centrism—by
Max Shachtman.

The Marxism of Sidney Hook
—by Maurice Spector.

On the Communist Party—Dby
Arne Swabeck

Decline of the Progressive
Miners of America—by Joseph
Angelo.

The Crisis in the Socialist
Party—by J. P. Cannon.
Stalin—by L. D. Trotsky.

9. Boom, Crisis and Strike Wave
—by Weaver.

Is France Next?—by Marsh.
The Vienna “Commune—by
A. Max (pen name of a prom-
inent German Communist).
Archives of Bolshevism (un-
published manuscripts).

Included in the Book Review Sec-
tion are: Celine’s “Journey to the
Knd of the Night”, reviewed by Earl
Birney: Rivera’s “Portrait of Am-
erica”, reviewed by Paula Mendez;
Kastman’s ~Artists in Uniform”, re-
viewed by David Ernest; Bauer
and Deutsch on the Austrian Civil
War, reviewed by Max Shachtman.

Other material, in addition, will
appear, all of which will help to lay
the foundation for the growth of a
leading theoretical organ of Bolshe-
vism,

‘TThe NEW INTERNATIONAL is
being published by the New Inter-
national Publishers Association, and
there is the greatest confidence that
the kind of magazine so greatly
needed and desired by thinking
Marxists will come into existence
with the publication of the NEW
INTERNATIONAL.

Consistent financial support from
its readers will be necessary in or-
der to maintain the magazine and
to increase its size, from its begin-
ning 32 pages, at the earliest op-
portunity. The subscription price
is $1.50 per year in the United
States and $1.75 per year in Canada
and other foreign countries. Single
copies are 15 cents. Donations and
subseriptions are needed and asked
for NOW. Place your order today
for the NEW INTERNATIONAL
magazine; only a limited number
will be published as per orders
prior to publication.

Send donations and subscriptions
to:

2

3.

10.
11.

12,

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL,
STATION D., P. O. BOX 119,

NEW YORK, N. Y.

Editor’'s Note— The following
is the third of a series of articles
contributed to the discussion of
the movement for a new party by
Felix Morrow.

L] ] - -
The preceding articles have dis-
cussed two of the main tendencies
which stand between the A.W.P.
and the road to the new revolution-
ary party and International.

1. The A. W. P. has {failed to
break ecritically with the reformist
past of its predecessor, the Confer-
ence for Progressive Labor Action;
there is danger of reformist hang-
overs, especially since the contempt-
uous or indifferent attitude toward
theory, expressed by leading A.W.P.
members, prevents examination of
fundamentals.

I1. The most significant example
of the A.W.P’s insufficient break
with reformism is thas its present
criticism of the Stalinist party is
little different from that earlier
voiced by the reformist C.P.L.A. By
placing the blame on “sectarianism”,
the American scene”, and a lack of
emphasis on the regeneration of the
tundamentals of Communism which
gave the Comintern, including the
C.P.U.S.A,, its powerful vitality up
to 1924.
11X

When we examine the character
of the internationalism espoused by
the A.W.P., here again we find the
baleful influence of the myth of
“sectarianism”. 7The A.W.P. Pro-
gram says:

*. .. The workers in each coun-
try are faced with certain condi-
tions, they have. a certain back-
ground, tradition, psychology. A
revolutionary party must “feel’
all this, feel how the workers in
the country feel and think. 7This
cannot be communicated to it
from the outside.

‘“These fundamental principles
of revolutionary strategy have
been disregarded by the Third In-
ternational.” (p. 28)

The elevation of national peculi-
arities into “fundamental princi-
ples” and the attribution of Stalin-
ist failure to thein disregard—both
are false.

The fundamental principles of
revolutionary strategy flow from
the nature of world capitalist so-
ciety and its present stage of de-
velopment. Needless to say—need-
less to anyone who has read the
documents of the early Congresses
of the Comintern—special peculiar-
ities in specific countries are to be
allowed for; and these the parties
in the given countries should deal
with.

But the problem: of allowing for
such specific conditions has never
been a crucial one. Certainly this
problem was not the cause of Stal-
inist failure. What, for example,
has the theory of social fascism and
the united front from below (which
are practiced of course on a world
scale) to do with “how the workers
in the country feel.” What these
Jtheories disregard is the nature of

Under the Iron Heel of Chiang Kai Shek

Shanghai, May 2, (By Mail).—
Cold inertia holds the Chinese labor
movement in its paralyzing grip.
May Day passed in Shanghai yes-
terday without causing the faintest
ripplee. The North-China Daily
News reports laconically: “Police
authorities  took precautionary
measures against possible disturb-
ances by reactionary elements.
Nothing untoward happened during
the day.” Even the mild demon-
strations of former years, when a
few Communists gathered at crowd-
ed street corners, shouting slogans,
scattering handbills, and disappear-
ing as soon as a policeman came
upon the scene, were abandoned this
year. In other industrial cities it
was the same. In Kuomintang
China, the reaction reigns supreme.
triumphant, unchallenged.

- Last year’s wave of workers’ de-
fensive struggles oceasioned by the
growth of oppression and the more
and more devastating attacks on the
workers’ livelihood, has weakened
almost to the point 6t petering out
completely. Without independent
unions and in some cases without
unions at all; deprived of a mili-
tant, = class-conscious leadership;
poverty-stricken and without funds
to maintain an effective strike or-
ganization—the strikes that took
place were doomed in advance. A
whole series of defeats, with scarce-
1y a bright spot of partial victory to
relieve the gloomy picture, lately
culminated in the loss of a strike
by the four thousand workers of
the Mayar Silk Works, largest of
its kind in Shanghai. For several
weeks the workers held out against
a 10 percent wage-cut and then re-
turned to work in disorderly re-
treat.

This strike is worthy of some
detailed attention, since it is char-
acteristic of the whole recent strike
movement in China. The Mayar
workers struck alone, Their lead-

ers held no prior consultation with
the workers in other silk factories
with a view to enlisting their sup-
port. There is no union for the
entire industry. Indeed, most of the
silk workers are entirely unorgan-
ized, although they are among the
most fearfully exploited of China’s
industrial proletariat. They work
a 12-hour day for a pittance beside
which the fifteen-dollar weekly in-
come of a C.W.A. worker in Amer-
ica appears munificent. The Mayar
workers struck under other strong
disadvantages. Theirs was the last
of a series of strikes that have taken
place in the Shanghai silk industry
during the past two to three years.
Other sections of the silk workers
had gone down in defeat one after
the other. Thus, without prior
agreement, there existed no prospect
that the Mayar workers would gain
the support of their already defeat-
ed fellow-workers by means of sym-
pathetic strikes.

Defeat in these circumstances
was inevitable. But the Mayar
strike should and could have been
used as the basis for a great cam-
paign to organize the workers in
the entire silk industry with the
perspective of a future struggle on
an industry-wide scale. This was
not done. The members of the Left
Opposition, who had valuable .con-
tacts with leading strikers, failed
to get the necessary slogans put
forward. They only thought of
them when the strike was already
on the wane and plunging to defeat.
Moreover, they failed to advance
the democratic slogans of the Left
Opposition and link them up with
the strike struggle, although condi-
tions were most propitious. The
strike was proscribed by the author-
ities and the strikers forbidden to
hold meetings or demonstrations.
Here was a first-class opportunity
to popularize democratic demands
among a large number of workers
and to link these with our central

slogan for the convocation of the
National Assembly.

Despite. government prohibition
the strikers did demonstrate. But
instead of demonstrating before the
factories with a view to winning
the support of their fellow-workers

largely futile gatherings before the
Bureau of Social Affairs, a Kuomin-
tang organ whose function is to
break strikes by deceit, cajolery and
intimidation.

The Stalinists possess no influ-
ence among China’s industrial pro-
letariat. Privately they will admit
thatt the optimistic material found
in the congress speeches of the
“genial leader” and his henchmen
—Piatnitsky, Manuilsky, et al—are
so much balderdash. In the strike
of the Mayar silk workers they
played no part. Their slogans for
the workers are vain admonitions
to “Join the Red Army” and “Sup-
port the Soviet Districts,” which in
the circumstances are a stupid
mockery of the workers’ struggle.

Thus May Day, 1934 passed un-
noticed in Kuomintang China, ex-
cept for official Kuomintang gath-
erings and a Nazi flag-raising cere-
mony ‘which took place before the
German consulate-general in Shang-
hai, when fascist orators empha-
sized the significance of May 1 as
definitely commemorating ‘“the na-
tionalization of labor as an integral
factor of German life today.” While
these ceremonies proceeded, prole-
tarian China bowed its back under
the lash of reaction. In Shanghai.
life proceeded as usual. In the pale
dawn the workers streamed in their
tens of thousands to the factories.
Along the water-front and in the
streets, with the sun high in the
heavens, the coolies strained at
their inhuman loads, watering their
tracks with their sweat.

Not a voice of protest nor a note
of rebellion anywhere!

—LUCIFER.

in the silk industry, they went intof. . .

3. What is lts Position

On Internationalism?

world capitalist society, specifically
the nature of reformism and the
proletariat. T'hese errors have
nothing to do with national psycho-
logy, conditions, ete.

From such a false starting point,
the A.W.P. moves, not in the direc-
tion of a revolutionary internation-
al, but of a loose league of national
parties like the Second Internation-
al. Once the “feel” of the country
is identified with “‘fundamental
principles of revolutionary strate-
gy”, and it is asserted that "This
cannot be communicated to it (the
party) from the outside” (outside
—what a word to describe the world
proletariat!) we cannot but expect
that the whole question of the in-
ternational will be put in terms
alien fo the Communist tradition.
Here "are the crucial sentences of
the A'W.P. Program:

“Unquestionably, international
machinery is needed through
which the labor and revolution-
ary movements may exchange
views and organize joint activities
to advance the ultimate object of
a workers’ world. Under eertain
circumstanees, the most direct
and practical kind of cooperation
between the labor and revolution-
ary movements of two or more
countries is possible, and may
profoundly influence world de-
velopments, as e.g. a general
strike against war in several
countries. Joint revolutionary
movements may conceivably be
carried through simultaneous_ly in
several countries in some interna-
tional crisis, and an international
revolutionary general staff is re-
quired in such a situation.” (pp.
27-28). (my emphasis)

This passage is full of fundamen-
tal errors. We shall consider them
under two points: 1. The discipline
of a revolutionary international.
2. The role of an international rev-
olutionary general staff.

1. Just what is meant by the
two references to ‘labor” is not
clear. Let us hope that it cannot
mean labor parties, for no revolu-
tionary international can include
reformist organizations. Now, no
party can belong to a revolutionary
mternational without adhering to
itd principles and decisions. Deci-
sions are to be preceded by thor-
ough discussion throughout the
parties — but the ‘‘exchange of
views” is to be followed by conclu-
sions by vote of the majority; and
the conclusions must be binding on
all parties in the International.
For what revolutionary parties
seek is not the mere unity of the
workingelass in and of itself—
which is correct, and valuable, on
the trade uynion level—but a fighting
unity for revolutionary overthrow;
and for this, the highest type of
uniform discipline is necessary. To
say, as the A.W.P. Program says,
that parties “may exchange views”
—and to say nothing about coming
to conclusions, and the binding na-
ture of the conclusions—this is to
be ambiguous about the essence of
a revolutionary international.

2. The A/W.P. Program borrows
the term “international revolution-
ary general staff” from the cominu-
nist tradition. But what does it do
with the term? In communist
tradition the term is a synonym for
the International itself. The
work of the International is a con-
tinuous work. Its task is the grand
strategy of the world revolution.
What is the relation between the
general staff and the party leader-
ship of a given country? The party
leadership is itself part of the
general staff and participates in
laying down the grand strategy.

But this communist conception of
the general staff has nothing in
common with that of the AW.P,
which makes the general staff into
a united front committee. *“Under
certain - circumstances”, “joint”,
“simultaneously”, “staff is required
in such a situation”—these are
phrases which describe temporary
united fronts. They do not describe
the role of the revolutionary gen-
eral staff.

‘Whether we can agree with the
A.W.P. eventually or not, let us at
least begin with clarity. Where
terms are used without specific
meaning being given to them, they
have their historical meaning. The
general staff is a term of the com-
munist tradition meaning a perma-
nent, continwously functioning, or-
gan of the world party. If all that
the A.W.P. proposes as internation-
al machinery is the uniteq front,
temporary, and occasional, let it
say sq; but let it not give to this
instrument—a useful, but limited

and transitional one — the title
which is historically associated
with the highest organ of the world
proletariat.

Were the foregoing quotations all
that the AW.P. has to say on the
question of the international, there
wonld be nothing more to say, for

such views are not those of a truly

A Critical Ana|ysis’of the
American Workers Party

revolutionary party. But on the
very same pages with the foregoing
quotations appears .the explanation
of them. The whole section of the
Program dealing with the Interna-
tional is, in fact, pervaded with a
fear of contradictions arising be-
tween the development of the Amer-
ican party and the work of the In-
ternatipnal. Here, again, it is clear
that the A.W.P. has not thought out
thoroughly the differences between
the perversions of internationalism
practiced by the Stalinist bureau-
cracy, and the necessary principles
of a genuinely Communist Interna-
tional. This is what is behind such
formulations as this in the Pro-
gram: “The problem of developing
an effective International is an ex-
ceedingly complex one. The Am-
erican Workers Party will be con-
cerned to do all that is in its power
toward its solution, and remain in
sympathetic contact and engage in
discussions. . . . Emphatically, how-
ever, we assert that our absorbing
concern . . . iy . . . on our own
doorstep. . . . “Emphatically, how-
ever” is the crucial phrase. This
counterposing of the two tasks—the
International and the party—is then
resolved by declaring that “we shall
best serve the toilers of all lands”
by making the American revolution.
This would indeed be a great ser-
vice—but has it occurred to the
A.W.P. that the internationalism de-
manded of them is not a question
of social service on their part to
help the workers of other lands—
such, indeed, is the flavor of this
section of the A.W.P. Program—
but that the cooperation of the
workers in other lands may play a
decisive role in the American revo-
lution?

It could easily be shown that the
indifference toward the role other
peoples will play in the American
revolution arises from a still un-
clear theory of the state on the
part of the AW.P. The Program
states: “State power is national, not
international. It has to be taken
in Berlin, London, Paris, Washing-
ton. . . .” Remember, the power of
the American class extends across
the two American continents, into
China (now becoming as important
to America as it is to England),
and creeping across Europe. Who
shall say, at this moment, that the
opportunity for the American work-
ingclass to overthrow the state, will
not come because the Chinese revo-
lution will break out just when the
American bourgeoisie is most de-
pendent on China. (Of equal weight
with its role for China, had it been
successful, was the role of the
Chinese Revolution of 19238-1927 in
facilitating the English revolution).
And if the South American, Carri-
bean and Asiatic workers are part
of the domain of the American
bourgeoisie, should they mnot be
united with the American workers,
not in temporary agreements or
rautual expressions of good will, but
by a general staff? Once this is
agreed to, the relation between two
imperialistic regimes logically leads
to the inclusion of all workers under
the one general staff.

Wrong as the international per-
spective of the A.W.P. is, however,
and dangerous as the consequences
of the position might be if held on
to, it would betray a lack of insight
if one were not to see the healthy
instinet behind such a remark as
Muste’s at the recent AW.P con-
ferences: “The 1917 Revolution was
made with no international aid.”
Of course Muste is wrong; of
course he ignores the extraordinary
international experience of the Bol-
shevik leaders; he ignores the in-

ternational aid of . . . Marx and
Engels. But the healthy -instinct
is there, nevertheless. What Muste

is saying is that the American Rev-
olution can be made with no more
aid than the Russian, if necessary.

But this healthy instinct has
nothing to do with an attitude
which may seem to be similar but
is poles apart. Muste is wrong;
but by his own principles he can be
shown, I think, that they logically
require a genuinely revolutionary
international, a permanent general
staff of the world revolution.
When, hgwever, at the same con-
ferences, J.B.S. Hardman spoke, he
said: “Russian interference with
other countries was invariably bad
—precisely because of the things
which made the Russian Revolution
successful: Lenin’s knowledge of
Russia was only surpassed by his
lack of knowledge of other people.”
This is not only td rewrite falsely
the history of the Russian Revolu-
tion, making it depend on the “feel”
of the country. This is also—for
Hardman is talking here of the
Comintern from its first days—to
renounce the possibility of interna-
tionalism. For to designate the
heroic internationalism of 1919-1924
as “Russian interference”’—this is
but a step away from chauvinism.

It is to be sincerely hoped that
the A.W.P. turns its steps away

from this false road, and moves in-
gtead in the direction of the new
"revolutionary party and internation-
"al. «FELIX MORROW,
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Minneapélis StrikeRevealsSplendid Organization and Militancy

Organizing the Strike

(Continued from page 1)

volunteer services of two doctors
and two trained nurses. This de-
partment rendered an invaluable
gervice because of the speed and
efficlency with which injuries werey
treated and it is notable to record
that in no case did an infection
develop.

Within the headquarters offices,
a crew of men with special instruc-
tions remained constantly at the
five telephones which were the
nerve center of the strike. A corps
of women assistants under the di-
rection of the financial officer re-
ceived applications for membership
which poured -in by the hundreds
and issued permits for the pickets
to obtain gasoline and mechanical
service. A, special committee was
set up to hear complaints and re-
quests for special permits to oper-
ate trucks. The instructions to this
committee were very strict. These
special groups served excellently as
a buffer to take the burden of rou-
tine matters off the shoulders of the
leaders and to leave them free to
direct the principal strategy of the
strike.

Before the start of the strike a
complete analysis of the picketing
requirements had been made and,
with a corps of stenographers and
mimeograph operators, the leaders
bad prepared a complete set of
written orders and instructions to
the pickets. Ag a result of this
careful preparation, the entire pick-
et line was established and func-
tioning effectively within an hour
after the beginning of the strike.

An Effective Strategy of Picketing

The principal strategy of the
picketing was to establish station-
ary picket posts at the city limits
on all highways, at all gasoline bulk
plants and direct service filling sta-
tions, at the wholesale market, in
the loop retail district, and at the
truck freight terminals.

These stationary pickets were
supplemented by “cruising squads”
which were assigned to definite dis-
tricts throughout the town and by
other cruising squads which were
assigned to cover certain areas
where trucking activities would
most likely be attempted.

The pickets were transported to
and from the stationary posts by
truck and the crujsing squads were
provided with fast automobiles. A
reserve force with adequate trans-
portation facilities was kept in the
headquarters at all times. Kach
group of pickets and each cruising
squad was commanded by a picket
captain, who had been given writ-
ten instructions as to responsibill-
ties. FEach truck driver was also
given special written instructions to
be followed.

Concentration of Mass Picketing

Wherever mass picketing was re-
quired a field commander was ap-
pointed and given special creden-
tials with instructions to establish
a fleld headquarters to maintain
contact with General Headquarters.
This was accomplished by station-
ing a contact officer at a suitable
telephone location and providing
him with assistants. In this man-
ner G.H.Q. could phone orders to

the contact officer who would in
turn send them to the field com-
mander by one of the assistants.
Reports from the field commander
to G.H.Q. were also sent by this,
medium. To supplement this a
special squad of motocycle riders
were kept at G.H.Q. to perform &pe-
cial liaison duties.

A number of special cruising
squads manned by hand-picked men
and captained by qualified leaders
were kept under the constant con-
trol of G.H.Q. "The captains of
these squads were given credentials
which superseded all other authori-
ty in the field. These squads were
used to be sent into a tense situa-
tion for the purpose of reorganizing
the forces and leading the fight.
They did their work well and more
than justified the continuation of
this system.

It is well to note that in spite of
the large number of cars, trucks,
and motorcycles required for this
method of picketing, there was an
excess of vehicles volunteered for
service by the strikers.

Handling Stool-Pigeons

It was naturally necessary to
maintain a guard at the doors of
the headquarters. But in spite of
all precautions, stool-pigeons will
slip through. Once within the build-
ing, thesé miserable wretches can
do much damage if left unhindered.
They operate principally by attempt-
ing to disrupt the ranks through
the encouragement of drinking and
through attempts to create disorder
and discussion.

Special squads of reliable men
were kept on duty constantly watch-
ing for these people and they did
their work very effectively. There
is another and more dangerous type
of stool-pigeon, who comes well
armed with credentials and at-
tempts to insinuate himself into a
position entailing some respon#ibil-
ity. It was found that by carefully
selecting key men who are absolute-
ly trustworthy and by using great
secrecy in issuing orders that it is
comparatively easy to discover
these people through their great
ambition to disrupt.

To summarize the general results
of this organizational method, we
find that we have a group of strikers
who are given food regularly, and
medical care for their physical
comfort. We find that they have
reliable mechanical equipment to do
their job. And we find that they
soon come to realize that their lead-
ers know at all times where they
are and what they are up against.
They wade in Pearlessly because
they know that if they need help it
will come, if they need new cap-
tains, they will come, and they feel
confident that if they win any ad-
vantage their leaders will be able
to hold it for them.

These Minneapolis workers then
are merely representative American
workers, who have risen to a new
height because of the careful efforts
made to uncover and develop their
every resource. The Minneapolis
workers call upon the workers of
America to demand such coopera-
tion and guidance from all labor

leaders. —A STRIKER.

A Lesson in “Law and Order”

Minneapolis, May 28.—The mag-
nificent struggles of the truck
drivers, particularly the battle in
the market Tuesday morning, May
22, the “Battle of Deputies Run”,
will be permanently engraved in
the minds of the Minneapolis work-
ing class.

This fight in which the strikers
routed over 1,500 police and special
deputies is full of meaning for the
future. Coming as it did after a
week of lesser fights, it shows the
capacity of the workers, once
aroused, for determined struggle.
It reveals their rosourcefulness,
ecourage and intelligence.

Step by step in this 10-day strike
the workers learnt that “law and
order”, “constitutional rights”, “lib-
erty and justice”, “right fo organ-
ize” were hollow phrases used by
the bosses to keep them in ignor-
ance and subjection. No sooner did
they learn than they swiftly trans-
lated these lessons into militant ac-
tion, not individual action but or-
ganized action. The whole récord
of the strike is a record of the
transformation of workers to whom
the idea of unionism was new, into
resolute experienced fighters, who
have successfully fought their class
enemy, the bosses, and know the
yvalue of organization and militant
leadership.

In the first days of the strike a
holiday spirit prevailed. There were
ns serious clashes with police nor
any determined effort on the part
of the bosses to move trucks. The
sentiment of the men was for peace-
tyl picketing and Law and Order.
Many had illusions about impartial-
ity of the cops and the press.
| Bnt on Friday the bosses began

their ofrensive. Cops began to ar-
rest pickets by the dozens.

‘the cops
A few,threatened to fire.

trucks under heavy police guard
pierced theg picket lines. The yel-
low press began to denounce the
strikers, who were trying to get
decent living conditions for them-
selves and their families, as lawless
elements. Abuse was heaped upon
them by all .the agencies of the
Citizens Alliance. The workers be-
gan to realize the seriousness of the
struggle and settled down in real
earnestness to the task confronting
them.

Mecanwhile the police chief at the
behest of the bosses began to round
up the ex-crooks, murderers, and all
the scum of the city, including gen-
tlemen from the social register, and
made them special deputies, to pre-
serve “Law and Order”.

The first real fight occurred Sat-
urday morning in the market, when
500 pickets battled with their bare
fists, trying to prevent 600 cops and
deputies armed with clubs and
blackjacks from moving two trucks.
The eops succeeded in getting the
trucks through, but only after bitter
fighting in which the wunarmed
strikers gave a good account of
themselves, sending many cops to
the hospital. )

Sunday was comparatively quiet.
The men were thinking hard and
learning fast.

Early Monday morning hundreds
of pickets assembled at the market
armed with clubs, rubber hose, and
other improvised weapons. They
were no longer a mass of strikers,
they were soldiers obeying orders
from their captains. Police attempt-
ed to disperse the pickets and the
fight was on. The strikers rushed
the cops, who went down like nine-
pins. After considerable fighting
drew their guns and
The workers

showed ther defiance. But the cops
had had enough and asked the pick-
ets to drop their clubs saying that
they would drop theirs. The strik-
ers were not fooled by this and
stood their ground. No trucks
moved that day.

All Ready for the Big Battle

At dawn 7Tuesday, hundreds of
cops and special deputies began to
pour into the market until there
were over a thousand. They were
concentrated at strategic points.
Later the strikers began to arrive
by truckfuls. Thousands of syma-
thetic omnlookers lined the streets.
The strikers moved with military
precision, maneuvering skillfully
for vantage points. Their plan was
to catch the cops from the rear and
divide their forces. Many reserves
were stationed in the Central Labor
Headquarters nearby.

As the morning wore on, there
were numerous skirmishes that her-
alded the battle to come. Just about
noon the fight started, when a
deputized female attempted to club
a woman.picket. The plucky wo-
man seized a club from a picket at
her side and stretched her flat.
With a roar that was heard for
blocks, the strikers swept away the
specials and cops. 'The specials
made no effort to stem the tide but
turned and fled, tossing away their
clubs snd badges as they ran. Many
were cornered in stalls and blind al-
leys and laid out three deep. Clubs
swung everywhere as the fighting
pickets surged irresistibly through
the rows of stalls smashing down
all opposition. Several truckloads
of deputies attempting to escape
were surrounded and transferred to
the mounting casualty list. In des-
peration the regular ‘cops drove
their cars into the ranks of the
strikers in a vain effort to stop
them. Ambulances worked; over-
time {aking away the specials.

Within half an hour the strikers
had complete control of the market.
The cops and deputies were com-
pletely licked. More than 50 special
cops were injured, two of whom
died subsequently. A few pickets
were hurt. No further efforts were
made to move the trucks. The
bosses agreed to recognize the
anion. —WILLIAM KITT.

Womnctive
On F_l!!l_g Line

When the General Drivers’ Union
made a strong appeal to the wives
of their members to aid in every
way possible, they met with a re-
sponse they had not dreamed of.
Women came to Strike Headquar-
ters, ready and willing to do any
kind of work assigned them. Girls
trained in office work took over
the -routine work. Others gave
their heart and soul to the feeding
of hungry droves of men.

‘Women on Picket Line!

Women pickets took up the cause
on the line of battle. Three of our
women wera seriously injured in
riots with police. One’s life was
despaired of for several days. An-
other was takem to the hospital
with a very seriously fractured
ankle. She is at present confined
to her bed, and will be there for
some time to come.

Still another was so badly ‘beaten
in the Tribpne riot that an old
operation lesion opened up, and
there is danger of internal hemorr-
hages. Still another was beaten
across the arm with a billy. She
is still carrying her arm in a sling.

Another interesting angle to this
gituation was brought out when
sympathizers began to offer their
services. One young woman, a
graduate of the University who had
specialized in sociology came down
to offer her services. She felt that
the power of the women had not
even been felt in this class gtrug-
gle. A yoanng couple, friends of the
other girl, offered their services.
Using “these three as an advisory
council, the officers of the auxiliary
started to raise money.

The Women’s Auxiliary

A committee, composed of Mrs.
Grant Dunne as president; of the
auxiliary and Mrs. Farrell Dobbs,
as secretary, these three friends,
and two other women not connected
with the union, met at four o’clock
one afternoon. The next night at
midnight the auxiliary had in its
Commissary Relief Fund, $416.70.
The necessity of feeding the fam-
ilies of the men on strike until
they would again be able to draw
wages was brought home to us very
forcibly during the last few days.

Demonstration at City Hall

The newspapers of Minneapolis,
being the instrument of the Citi-
zen’s Alliance, were muzzled to
such an extent that no news in
favor of the strikers was ever pub-
lished. To attempt to counteract
this state of affairs, the women or-
ganized a mass demonstration. We
marched {rom the Auditorium on
Grant and 14th Streets straight
down Nicollet Ave. Led first by
four womenm carrying our banner,
followed by about five hundred wo-

men, many of them sympathizers,

we breke every traffic rule in
Minneapolis. Crowds gathered
along the sidewalk and followed the
procession to the court house.

We marched straight to the
mayor’s office. A committee en-
tered to present our demands upon
the mayor or his emissary-—Mr.
Guise. The gentlemen were not in.
In, fact Mayor Bainbridge was in
his usual position—home in bed ill.
Mg. Guise would be in by 2 P.M.
It was then about 12:30. The com-
mittee decided to wait.

A Brush with Deputies

Ihe women, quiet and orderly
during the whole proceedings, sud-
denly were infuriated by some-
thing. Inquiry disclosed that the
chief of police had thought it smart
to parade a batch of his special
deputies down the same corridor
the women were waiting in. Only
quick thiuking on the part of the
committee saved those deputies
from being very badly hurt.

The mayor’s secretary arrived in
surprisingly short time. The com-
mittee waited upon him. They got
just what they expected—nothing.
The demands were the immediate
removal of Chief Johannes, the re-
moval of all special deputies, and
no further interference with pick-
ets. The committee then left. The
crowd was addressed by Frieda
Charles, and dispersed in an order-
ly fashion.

Women—Into the Class Struggle!

In closing let me emphasize
again. Let your women work in
this class struggle. Theit place is
right along side of the men, shoul-
der to the .wheel, fighting for their
birth-right. The Women’s Auxiliary
of General Drivers’ Union No. 574
has set an example which we hope
will be followed by the working-
class women throughout the nation.

—AUXILIARY MEMBER.

Minneapolis.—Serious and mili-
tant workers confronted with the
necessity of advancing their de-
mands for a better standard of
living, bave the problems of organ-
izatiou, program and leadership
before them from the very first. In
the Minneapolis drivers’ strike
thousands of workers cidmg to the
union for very definite reasons.
First: the Union is a mass organ-
ization. Second: it had to its credit
the achievement of the Coal Yard
Workers’ strike. Third: ITS LEAD-
ERSHIP HAD BEEN TESTED.

The Communist League has al-
ways followed the policy in the
trade unions of working with all
progressive forces to be found in
the organizations. Its trade union
policy has been proved in action.
Today there stands, confronting the
posses, a mighty union which or-
ganized the picket line that fought
off and routed the police and the
armed bands of the Citizens Alli-
ance.

The entire labor movement has
been aroused. Every union in the
city has been strengthened. ‘The
recruiting of workers intg the or-
ganizations is going forward -all
along the line. The forces of reac-
tion have been dealt a powerful
blow. Tens of thousandy of work-
ers stand up today, proud to have
been a part of the smashing drive.

The Minneapolis Branch of the
Communist League bears consider-
able responsibility for this achieve-
ment. ‘It is well known that its
members have been active in the
trade unions for a long period of
years. It has not pressed forward
for place or prestige alone. The
League members have at all times
acted in accord with the real inter-
ests of the union. The program
adopted has been submitted to the
rank and file from time to time,
Proposals, suggestions, criticisms
have been welcomed. . The League
has given its best to the union and
to the strike. It is willing to ac-
cept its part of the-blame for any
mistakes that may have been made.
We think they were very few. Such
errors can and will be made good.

Just as the League accepts re-
sponsibility for mistakes that it
may make, it insists upon a calm
and careful appra‘sa)l of its work
in the union and the strfke. In
short we ask the workers to judge
us for the work done and for poli-
cies and programs proposed.

The real work of Communist mili-
tants in the trade unions consists
in putting forward correct propo-
sals, fighting for their acceptance;
then, by diligent and patient effort,
rallying the advanced workers to
carry these proposals into action.

That the League membership
played an active part in the strike
is shown not only by the fact that
our comrades were in leading posi-
tions in the strike committee. It is
also shown in the part played on
the picket line where every man
and woman available from our
ranks was placed. In the work of
organizing for the strike our com-
rades took a leading part. This
alone was the work of months. At
the headquarters, both before and

during the strike, our members

Support From

Minneapolis, May 28.—When the
General Drivers, Local 574, called
their strike for 11:30° P.M., on
Tuesday, May 15, very few trade
union members realized that within
another two weeks one of the great-
est labor struggles in the history of
the Minneapolis labor movement
would be fought.

The members of general drivers
and their sympathizers did some
fine work. During the first days of
the strike they had the truck trans-
portation of a city of four hundred
thousand completely tied up with
the exception of the deliveries au-
thorized by the strike committee.

By Saturday morning the bosses
had decided to defy the strikers
and make deliveries of vegetables,
fruits and provisions from the city
market place. 'This was stubbornly
resisted by the strikers and their
sympathizers, but almost entirely
with their bare hands, which were
not so effective against the blud-
geons of the cops.

Many workers who had felt that
the cops were more or less friendly
were disillusioned by the market
fight on Saturday morning. With
the announcement that over Sunday
some fifteen hundred special deputy
sheriffs were to be recruited and
armed, the workers set their hack-
saws to work and prepared to de-
fend themselves.

Thg workers on Saturday had
suffered more physical damage than
the cops. On Monday they were
prepared to meet the cops with
their own weapons. The fight in
the market was about fifty-fifty in-
sofar as injuries were concerned.

By Monday morning the trade

union members had begun to real-

Role of the League in Strike

found their places—in the kitchen,
in the office, in the picket line, at
various tasks too numerous to men-
tion.

That the unions and other work-
erg’ © organizations came forward
with material and moral support
was due, in no small measure, to
the gfforts of our comrades. Handi-
caped by the stigma attached to
Communism by the false and reac-
tionary policy of the .“Official”
Communist Party (the Stalinists)
we have relied upon the judgment
of the thinking militants in the
trade unions to learn to know and
to support a true Communist trade
union policy. The Communist
Leaguce has never asked that the
advanced workers in the unions ac-
cept our political opinions in order
that we may find a place in the
work of the movement. We have
never demanded any special privil-
ege. We have takem our places
there in order to render whatever
services we had the ability to ren-
der.

A new period has opened up in
the class struggle in America. The
workers’ organizations must be pre-
pared for new and greater tasks.
The capitalists are more ruthless
and stubborn than ever. They are
better organized and financed, they
have centralized their already
powerful chambers of commerce.
The unions must also find better
forms of organization, change com-
pletely "the old outlook, and put
forward a new and militant leader-
ship. This is becoming more and
more apparent to the workers.

The League long ago recognized
this truth, and with its numerically
small forces, has moved deliberate-
ly but confidently toward the great
task of reconstruction. This work,
necessary for the very life of the
workers’ movement, is not the easy
and simple task that many workers
imagine it to be. It requires the
devotion and sacrifice of ALL work-
ers who see and understand that
fighting unions are the need of the
hour.

The Minneapolis Branch of the
Communist League asks those work-
ers who believe as we do, or who
have the desire to learn more about
our views, to join the League. To
become a part of the International
Communist movement. To help in
the vast work of building a new
revolutionary party in America. A
COMMUNIST PARTY worthy of the
name, a Party of workers that will
be also a section of the 4th Interna-
tional. — STRIKER.

Other Unions

ize that an admirable fight was
being conducted by the drivers and
their sympathizers. At the build-
ing trades business agents meeting,
due to pressure from the members,
they voted to recommend to the
building trades unions to strike in
sympathy with _the drivers. The
Central Labor Union executive took
like action that evening.

These meetings were followed
(uickly by the iron workers striking.
Then followed many of the smaller
organizations, whose membership
could be reached quickly. By Wed-
nesday evening the lathers, plast-
erers, carpenters, asbestos workers,
electrical workers and others had
voted the sympathetic strike. The
clectrical workers marched to strike
headquarters in a body and placed
themselves under the direction of
the drivers strike committee.

Other union membership meetings
while not officially styiking declared
a holiday for the duration of the
strike and many of their members
were active on Monday and Tues-
day in the fights in the market.
The fight on Tuesday resuited in a
complete routing of the fifteen
hundred special deputies and Am-
erican Legionaires, two of whom
have since died as a result of their
injuries.

In spite of the armistice agreed
to between the strikers and the
government forces by which it was
agreed to keep trucks off the streets,
the unions cqntinued to vote sympa-
thetic strikes. The painters’ union
marched in on Friday pight as the
vote to accept the settlement was
being completed. Had the strike
continued over Saturday and Sun-
day, no doubt the other driving
trades which had not yet been
called down, brewery drivers, milk
drivers, ice drivers would have been
called out and upon the call from
Local 574 the garment workers,
cooks, waiters, bartenders, city and
county employes and the civil ser-
vice employes would have joined
the strike.

One of the big lessons of the
strike~to be learned by the union-
ists is the need for a better organ-
jzational form, an industrial form,
so that the workers can move more
quickly and more solidly to protect
their interests.

-—A SYMPATHETIC STRIKER.

Wor k;: Show
Fighting Ability

The Minneapolis General Drivers
strike has demonstrated the truth
of one fact beyond contradiction.
That is, that the American working
class, when properly led and or-
ganized, will fight. The workers
have shown here in Minneapolis the
utter falseness of that old adage,
the principal excuse that is used
by moral cowards everywhere:
“The workers will not stick and
they will not fight”

We have shown that in spite of
all differences, the workers can and
will fight for what they consider to
be just demands.

The six thousand drivers, helpers
and inside workers joined together
in one organization, is living proof
that they can be organized and that
in this manner, and in- this manner
only, can they make gains against
the modern organization of the
bosses. Without inspiration and
militant leadership they will contin-
ue to drift in the same old rut that
has led them nowhere. Such lead-
ership consists principally in hav-
ing the vision to estimate the extent
and scope of the movement, a know-
ledge of what must be done and the
energy to do it.

We consider here that the “New
Deal” of the Roosevelt administra-
tion for the bosses must be counter-
posed by a New Deal for Labor.
Not the New Deal of the compro-
misers of Labor who end strikes
but do not settle them. It must be
a New Deal which will be a new
method and a new form of organ-
ization. It must secure for the
workers victories and not defeats.
This New Deal must have first a
broader form of organization. The
unions must be reorganized on an
Iindustrial union basis. Second, it
lmus’,t have leadership which, by
‘understanding of the class problems,
,'cun show the way. And third, it

T
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must have the courage to swim
against the current, and, by so do-
ing, inspire the workers to organize
a better and more militant fight
against the bosses.

While the organization and strike
of the Minneapolis General Drivers
may not be the perfect pattern for
a newer labor movement, it has, we
think, set a new tone for workers’
economic struggles in this country.
There are several things which we
think are unique in the American
labor movement. Within the almost
empty shell of an old-time craft
union, which up until now had tak-
en into its ranks only truck drivers
and helpers, we organized workers
from the whole industry. We took
not only the truck drivers and help-
ers from the various business
houses, but their inside workers as
well. And so when strike became
necessary, we presented a solid
fighting front to the bosses. We
prepared for the strike, not during
the strike but before it. Nothing
was left to chance. Everything
possible was done before the fight
to insure victory. When the general
labor movement so prepares and so
organizes for its future struggles,
there will be more victories in-
scribed on the banners of the work-
ing class. —STRIKER.

General Strike

Looms _lt_\__T oledo

(Continued from page 1)

permitted to postpone the general
strike any longer. Nothing can be
expected from the strike-breaking
Labor Board. The blow must be
struck while the iron is hot. The
workers have fought magnificently.
They are learning to rely upon
their own strength. It should be
utilized to its fullest extent and
every resource drawn upon. Labor
defense and relief organizations
should be set up immediately to
take care of the needs of the work-
ers in the struggle.
Unite in Support of Toledo!

The urgent need for uniting the
forces of labor behind the Toledo
strikers is emphasized by an an-
nouncement that the automotive in-
dustry “will back the Auto-Lite
Company to the limit in its defiance
of labor unions.” The Stalinists as
usual are sabotaging all efforts for
a united front. In New York City,
a meeting called to protest the
reign of terror in Toledo was an-
swered by every organization ap-
proached with the expection of the
Stalinists who called a “united
front” meeting of their own. The
organizations participating in the
meeting include the Socialist Party,
the Communist League, the Love-
stoneites, the Jewish Workers
Party, the American Workers Party
and the I. W. W. Similar meetings
should be called throughout the
country.

The strike wave spreading
throughout the country opens grand-
iose perspectives for the develop-
ment of the class struggle on a new
level. The place of the militants
izations of the workers where they
now as ever is in the mass organ-
can lead and guide their struggles.
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