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The Meaning of the Elections

A Victory for Capitalism; A Defeat for Official Communism

LR A 4

On November 3rd, the vast»mujority of
the voting population in the States of
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania
and other sections of the country maroh-
ed to the polls and cast once ‘again  a
ballot of confidence in, and retention of,
the capitalist system. Reaction and con-
servatism remain in the saddle, though
here a democratic, there a republican
rider, ®its in the saddle.

Prior to the elections,
(10-24-31) said:

“The elections will serve as a baro-
meter of the maturity of the American
working class, to what point it has been
heightened under the impact of the dis-
illusioning post—“prosperity” erisis. . .
The elections will not create the rising
temper of the proletariat; they will re-
gister.it within the narrow confines of
the ballot box . . . provided . . . the
workers mobilize their voting strength
behind the candidates of the ouly rev-
olutionary party in the field—the Com-
munist Party.”

The Capitalists Win Again

The votes cast in the elections did in-
dicate some things, but not the desired
ones. The votes did demonstrate, by
and large, the swing of the voters back
to the Democratic Party. With this
shift, the electors aimed to demonstrate
their resentment, and that of the mass
of non-voters, against the outright reae-
tionary, naked bourbon capitalism of the
Hoover administration, which offered
nothing but a prayer to the mass of peo-
ple during the two years of economic
crisis. But fundamentally, the bourge-
oisie, the petit-bourgeois middle class
and the voting proletariat, cast anothet
vote for capitalism, but proposed that
another court-plaster be pasted on the
open cuts.

The American masses voted for the
capitalist candidates, because of lack of
clarity of a program by any ether con-
tending group in the parliamentary field.
and, most important, because they are
not yet ready for socialism. The objec-
tive factors,—mass unemployment, the
rule of King Hunger, low wages, "ete.—
were favarable for an increase in radi-
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eal and revolutionary expréddfon. “fven|

though the original Hoover boast, and
then only a hope, of “a chicken in every
pot” found its realization in the soggy
handout on the bread-line though unem-
ployment and militarism, the opposite
poles of capitalist disorganization and
organization, stalked the land, the peo-
ple voted capitalist.

The Bosses Look Now to the Democrats

The next House of Representatives will
apparently have a slight Democratic
majority and will thereby be both a
plague to Hoover and an excuse for fur-
ther failures and inadequacies of the
Republican administration. The Dem-
oerats will demand of the ‘sovereign”
people, in order to put over their “pro-
gram’’, complete control of the powers
of Government. Present indications are
for Democratic success in the 1932
elections which will enable them them
to divide the spoils of victory and to
function in their particular manner as
the executive cowmmittee of the capital-
Ist class.

The discontentment that exists among
the masses continued the course of pre-
vious elections and canalized itself in
support of the Democratic Party. But
as before, apart from individual, section-
al and secondary questions, the two main
capitalist parties are as like as tweedle-
dum and tweedle-dee in their support of
the powerful financial and industrial in-
terests of Wall Street; both parties re-
ject with equal equanimity any genuine
immediate relief on behalf of the jobless,
sppose unemployment insurance at the
axpense of the employers and govern-
ment; and both parties give unqualified
and enthusiastic support to Hoover’s con-
sern for the bankers' welfare, a military
program, and an attack on - the living
standards of the working class. Thus

the workers who now voted for the
Democratic ticket voted to be duped
again,

The American Federation of Labor con-
tinued its former policy against inde-
pendent working class political action,
and in the main threw its “non-partisan”
support to the Democrats.

The Elections in New Yeork
The elections in New York City where

unemployment reaches over a million, |

and where all sections of the labor move-
ment seek political expression, are per-
haps good examples to guage the signi-
ficance of the elections, particularly in
relation to the Communists and the
Communist Party.

It is the viewpoint of the Left Opposi-
tion that the working class, in taking
its first steps politically, will follow
simultaneously the roads of the social-
democrats and the Communists. The ex-
tent to which the workers will be at-
cracted to the program of communism as
against the socialists will, apart from
the objective factors of economic and
social conditions, depend upon the abil-
ity of the Communists to present their
program in a clear, intelligent and un-
ambiguous manner. There is no reason
at all ordinarily, so far as programs are
concerned, why a worker should not be
able, if he is looking for a revolutionary
way out of the capitalist impasse, to
make clear his preference for the Com-
munists as against the socialists. But
in the New York elections, the mish-
mash program of vulgar reformism and
revolutionary communism put forward
by the Communist Party, made for con-
fusion instead of clarity, and simplified
the tasks of the socialists.

The Petit-Bourgeois Appeal of the
Socialists

The Socialist Party of Norman Thomas
and Morris Hillquit made its program-
matic appeal, in the main, to the dis-
affected petit-bourgeois, the small busi-
ness man and shop-keeper, the profes-
sional man, the liberals, white-collar
slaves, etc. While, no doubt, it received
the votes of deluded industrial workers,
it had no fundamental clasg snnros-h
to the workers. As ig"RhowH, 1tne ac-
ceptance of the theory of the class strug-
gle no longer appears in its preamble.
There are those elements in the Social-
ist Party who, looking farther ahead
than their brother reformists, would pre.
fer to have the Socialist Party appeal
to and base its support on the labor bur-
eaucracy of the A. F. of L. and the as-
sistance it can give to develop a labor
bawse.

But the Norman Themas wing, steeped
i the ideology and practices of liberal-
ism, though paying lip-service now -and
then to the working class, does not con-|
cern itself with the capitalist system
per se and the meed for its abolition,
Rather it devotes itself to a denuncia-
tion of and demand for a reform of the
rottener manifestations of capitalism,
‘with its sores and festers. The S. P.
concerns itself with such resultant is-
sues as Tammany corruption, graft, vice,
etc. The wvote for Norman Thomas, the
Socialist candidate for Borough Presi-
dent of Manhattan bitterly disappointing
to him, was 48, 438, (which was great-
er than his 1929 poll), represented, not
votes for socialism, but for petit-bour-
geois weformism. His own comment on
the outcome of the elections was typical
and true to his own and the socialist
party propaganda in the campaign itself.
Thomas stated that the election results
were a “blow against good government

. . a triumph of organized greed . . .
rampant gangsterism . . . there is ne
hope for clean government”. Nothing
is there but the words of disappointed
liberalism, of a program that would put
silk covering on a moth-eaten, ragged
capitalism.

(Continued on page 4)

Russ Oppositionists on Hunger Strike!

We give here a brief account of the
yrutal measures employed by the Stal-
inist bureaucrats and G. P. U. agents
against the Left Opposition at Verchne-
Uralsk where 130 Bolshevik-Leninists are
held at an isolation camp. This savage
treatment of the best revolutionists and
Sommunists is meted out to the thou-
sands of Left Oppositionists who are
oxiled and imprisoned in all parts of
the Soviet Union.

The disappearance of Christian. Rak-
ovsky from Barnaoul, and whole present
location is not knownto this day, except
to Stalin and his jailers, is arousing the
indignation of revolutionists throughout
the world. It is not known whether
Rakovsky is ‘alive or dead. This situa-
tion applies to others of the young and
old Bolsheviks being persecuted by the
Stalinist bureaucracy.

\We demand a cessation of the persecu-
tion of the Left Opposition. The mili-
tant workers must insist upon a know-
ledge of Christian. Rakovsky’s where-
abouts. Stalin and his henchmen will
not be permitted to ignore or forget their
prutal actions, which include imprison-
ment, exile and murder of revolutionary
Communists, Time will' yet give a
reckoning.—Hlu,. -

MOSCOW.—

At the isolation camp of Verchne-Ural-
sk, where 130 “Trotskyists” are kept, the
repression was so severe that the pris-
onets answered by a hunger strike. This
lasted eighteen days, after which the ad-
ministration restorted to forcible feed-
ing. The result wag resistance, the use
of brute force, shooting, with one com-
rade wounde, so far as we know. The
treatment to which the prisoners are
subjected is sufficiently described by the
fact that thirty comragdes are sick with
scurvy.

N. M.

THE CANADIAN TRIALS
AND THE LEFT
OPPOSITTY ON

See Page Two for Lett:er of Maurice
Spector to the Central Comamittee of the
Communist Party of Ca nada.

Additional reports on t he trial and its
ouccome, 3s well as an estimate of the
conduct of the defendants before {the court
will be given hy comrade, Spector in sub-
sequent issues of The M Jlitant.

At this writing the state of war be-
tween Japan and China on the fields of
Manchuria continues and the death toll
increases. All forms of “legal” and dip-
lomatic measures, threats of economic
boycott .and severance of diplomatic re-
lations, the demands of the League of
Nations, the invoking of the Kellogg
Pact, have failed to deter the Japanese
government from sharp military aggres-
sion and actions against the Chinese.
Japanese imperialism pillages and Kkills.
At Tienstin, U. §. infantry troops have
been called out, prepared to add their
bit of slaughtering.

From the start it has been clear that
the Chinese National Government, dir-
ected by the policies of the Kuo Min
Tang and Chiang Kai-Shek, is helpless
in a military sense before the Japanese
(even as are the Northern war-lords),
and is compelled to call for a cessation
of hostilities through the medium of
the League of Nations and for open or
secret support from the United States.
Chiang Kai-Shek, the militarist, the mur
derer of tens of thousands of the Chi
nese masses, is suddenly become an ad-
vocate of the policy of non-resistance
Such resistance as has been directed

* *
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against the Japanese aggression, has
been the result of pressure of protest
from the masses, as well as from sec-
tions .of the Chinese nationalist bourge-
oisie who see in Japan’s invasion a blow
at their economic and political suprem-
acy in Manchuria.

Behind the Smoke-screen of Japanese

Imperialism

Japan, to justify her invasion of Man-
churia, puts forward economic and poli-
tical considerations, legal excuses (vio-
lation of treaty agreements by China,
that is, the infamous 21 points enforce
upon them at the point of a pistol), his-
torical analogies with other nations, in-
cluding the United States. And, of course,
and not least, are not the Japanese keep-
ing the “Red enace” out of Manchuria!
The Nipponese maintain they are in
Manchuria merely to repair and protect
their railroads in which they have enor-
mous investments, and to protect their
treaty rights. At the same time Japan
is already directing her military opera-
tions to the south, as well as in Manch-
uria. Manchuria must be developed eco-
nomically, says Japan; it is Japan’'s
“manifest destiny”, its economic and soc-
ial necessity to do so. Their acts are
neither acts of war nor intended as such.
After all, the Japanese state, they are
merely following the “peaceful” proced-
ure of the United States in the latter’s
frequent interventions into Nicaragua,
Santa Domingo, Cuba, Mexico and other
South and Central American countries.
The Japs therefore plainly say: What's
sauce for the goose is sauce for the
gander.

The United States is still proceeding
discreetly, and in the main is giving its
support to the Chiang Kai-Shek govern-
ment from whom it is receiving and will
receive much more support for (Wall
Street in the future, if the Kuo Min
Tangists last. While the economic and
physical partition of China and of Man-
churia is uppermost in the minds of the
imperialist powers, there must be method
in the slicing. All of them are jockey-
1ng for political, d.lplomatlc, economic
and military positions for that time when
the economic difficulties, ambitions and
contradictions of each imperialist nation
compel an attempt at a solution on the
arena of capitalist war on a world scale,
In the present Manchurian fighting,
therefore, there are all the ingredients
for immediate war on a world-wide
scale, although present indications are

that these developments and war skirm-
ishes are only some of the preludes to

the impending world war crash.

Imperialist Provocations and Soviets’
Policy of Peace

The Japanese are now also iu the
Soviet sphere of influence. All imper-
ialist powers, and the Chinese govern-
ment included, are endeavoring to place
the Soviet Union into a bad and false
position, to put the onus of difficulties
upon the Workers’ Republic, and are in-
creasing their propaganda and prepara-
tions for an imperialistic war combina-
tion against the Soviet Republic. The
Soviets are using all efforts to maintain
a condition of peace, to demand the ces-
sation of hostilities between the Japan-
ese and Chinese governments. Everybody
knows that the policy of the Soviet Un-
ion is for peace; that the workers’ road
is the road of peace and collaboration be-
tween the workers of all nations. The
imperialists will not succeed in their
campaign to provoke the Soviets into
war,

Nevertheless, the Soviet Union and
the workers in every country are sup-
porters and friends of the Chinese mass-
es, and will do everything possible to
enforce the resistance of the Chinese
masses against the economic and mili-
tary aggression of the Japanese imper-
ialists, as well as to support the Chi-
nese people against the blood-brothers of
the Nipponese invaders, the Chinese
Chiang Kai-Shek government. Manch-
uria and China are the property neither
of the Japanese warlords nor the Chi-
nese militarists and bourgeoisie. The
American bourgeoisie, too, are sticking
their bands into the bloody affair, and
their paws drip with gold, coined from
blood. Sales of military supplies are
being made to Japan and no doubt to
China too. Every factory beocmes a
potential arsenal. The resources of
China and Mauchuria belong to its mass
‘oceupants, the workers and peasants,
whose main job it is to wring the necks
of both the foreign and native exploit-
ers and establish their own Soviet gov-
ernment.

The Dual Task of the Moment

On previous occasions The Militant
has examined the causes and objectives
of the Manchurian invasion by Japan;
the article in The Militant (11-7-31) by
comrade Niel-Sih of Shanghai has graph-
ically portrayed the political situation
in China, particularly the impotence of
the Communist Party of China and the
Comintern in the present situation. Thé
official Communist movement is today
paying the price of Stalinist policies,

What Laval

In the recent avalanche of diplomatic
visits are concealed many ominous signs
of our epoch being at the threshold of
new gigantic developments. Grim indeed
are the forebodings when these pillaging
marauders from the world’s highways
come together to discuss new schemes
qf division and redivision of spoils. It
is easily noticeable that the American im-
perialist highjacker ‘holds the very cen-
ter of the stage. Most of the traveling
diplomats are steering their course to-
ward the United iStates.

These visits are themselves, of course,
results of important developments al-
ready in the making. They are results
of the increasing pressure of the world
crisis upon the various capitalist powers
afd their attempt to find a way out by
establishing a new relationship of forces.
Each power is on the alert to endeavor
to maintain and strengthen its place in
the sun. Naturally this was also the
primary intent of Premier Laval’'s visit
to the United States. Unquestionably
his visit is a part of a definitely emerg-
ing new constellation of forces which
may have the most far reaching conse-
quences, not only for the two powers in-
volved, but for the whole of the imperial-
ist world.

What. are the S'peciﬁc Relations?

The question immediately arises what
is it all about? One can, of course ,eas-
ily  conclude that there are now many
pressing problems before the main im-
perialist powers which they find require
discussion. But discussion among rob-
bers can become nothing else but a man-
euvering for position. And so it is In
this case.

Nevertheless even among bands of rob-
bers a certain community of interests
can be found. In this respect we may
mention first of all the problem of in-
flation. These worthy diplomats still re-
member the dreaded spectre of the Ger-
man inflation of 1923. They remember
with a shudder the narrowly averted
proletarian pevolution. German capital-
ism is still financially very hard press-
ed. Lead by Great Britain, many less-
er.powers have gone off the gold standard
Even the American dollar showed a few
sickly symptoms. The United States and
France, the two largest creditor nations,
who hold between them about two thirds
of the world’s gold supply, have un-
doubtedly much at stake in such a sit-
uation.

Secondly, there is the problem ot war

Achieved

To the aristocracy of finance and to their
diplomatic marionettes, it is not at all
a problem of the point of view of the
staggering burden lodged upon the work-
ing class or upon the broad strata of the
population of the debtor countries. Not
at all. But they cannot ignore the plight
of German capitalism. They cannot even
ignore the difficulties of the British
bankers. And so; while these two of
the mest powerful creditor countries are
compelled to lend some assistance to
their fellow exploiters in Germany and
England to avert a complete breakdown
which would inevitably drag them all in
its wake, they are also, by virtue of
exactly the same self-interest, continual-
ly applying the pressure which leads in
that direction.

Let the workers have no illusions. Any
apparent solidarity or mutual assistance
of the capitalist powers is not for one

‘- minute intended in the interest of peace.

Nor is there any possibility of peaceful
golutions. An eventual modification of
reparations or war debt payments, any
assistance to prevent a too disastrous in-
flation will bring a further fintensi
fication of conflicts, not merely between
creditor and debtor nations but also
among the creditor nations themselves.
It will become only an instrument in the
hands of the strongest imperialist pow-
ers to further strengthen their position
for the inevitable war for redivision of
the world.
The Preparation for these Conflicts

This brings us to the essence of the
apparently friendly diplomatic visits of
the capitalist nations. American imper-
ialism is more definitely, assuming world
hegemony. The devasting crisis iy press-
ing it on toward a more aggressive posi-
tion. New developments are taking
place with lightening speed. Events of
former decades aré now being com-
pressed into a short span of time. Only
a few months ago American imperialism
held the revolver at the head of the
French bourgeoisie. Now there are clear-
ly the preparations for a powerful block
of the kings of capital of the United
States and France. The latter brings
along its little entente and thereby hopes
to succeed in obtaining for itself’ from
the hated uncle Shylock a greater ration
in world economy and greater degree of
hegemony in Europe., Representatives
of other powers are still to come here.
The Fascist foreign mimster, after a
hearty welcome in Berlin, is now on his
way also to put in claims fon a ratien

reparations and inter-allied war- debts.

in world economy. How many may sull

| Il Vl ] t
find a place within:this powerful block
cannot yet be foretold. After all, agree-
ments among robberg stretch only so
far, and last only until the victim is
fleeced ; then new victims have to be
found. But one thing is entirely cer-
tain. The aggressively growing hege-
mony of American imperialism in world
affairs is devoting itself diligently for
this bloek, tio first of gfll settle the
deadly eombat with its main competitor,
England.

Yet above all, the Ameriean bourge-
oisie is asserting its world hegemony
and taking charge to. strengthen the
whole imperialist front against the
working class, and with that against the
Soviet Union. It is fully apprehensive of
the tottering and decaying symptoms
recently so strongly manifested within
certain European capitalist countries.
It is fully conscious of the effects of
the crisis upon the workers and appre-
hensive of their rapidly growing dissat-
isfaction. It sees the signs of coming

(Continued on page 2)

Fap Warin Manchuria VMienaces
Soviet & World PProletariat

American Imperialists Join in FPreparations for World-wide Comnflagration

Stalinist “victories” and Soviets” in
China, by an inability to orgarnize the
Chinese workers and peasants in the
dual task of resistance against the Japan
invasion into Manchuria, and for the
overthrow of the Chiang Kai-Shek gov-
ernment and all other bourgeoisie and
war-lords in China. It is imperative,
moreover, that efforts in all countries
be organized to the maximum against
the imperialist bourgeoisie in every na-
fion, in order for each Communist move-
ment best to carry out its respective
tasks in defense of the Chinese revolu-
tion, against the Japanese aggression.
for support and defense of the Soviet
Union against any and all forms of at-
tack, and against the war danger.

Upon the Chinese Communists, parti-
cularly its most militant, resolute and
determined section, the Left Commun-
ists, devolves the task of mobilization
of the Chinese people against Japanese
imperialism, for resistance against the
invaders. The surest way to effect this
is a struggle to defeat the bourgeoisie of
(C'hina, to achieve the destruction of the
Kuo Min Tang movement, whether that
of the bloody militarists led by Chiang
Kai-Shek, or the “Left” Kuo Min Tang
headed by Wang Chin Wei. The inten-
sification of the CIVIL WAR IN CHINA
is the best weapon of defense against
Japan. It is fundamentally that correct
tactic proposed by the revolutionists in
1870 during the invasion of France by
Prussia, when, as the best defense of
P’aris against the Prussian invaders, it
was necessary and correct to work for
the overthrow of the bourgeois govern-
ment of Thiers and its replacement by a
people’s government. The Japanese
Sommunists need to increase their strug-
gle against the Japanese imperialists.
In the last analysis, the native Chinese
bourgeoisie” will divide the spoils with
foreign exploiters, rather than to give up
everything to the masses.

Defeat the Aims of the War Lords!

In the United States all forces must b
mobilized to demand that the imperial
istic paws of the United States be kept
off China; to demand that the Japanese
get out of Manchuria, War exists. It
can easily spread till it engulfs the en-
tire world. The propagation of the
ideals of the Soviet Union and of the
principles of Communism must be in-
creased manifold as measures of pre-

paration and defense of the proletariat.

against the objectives of the bourgeoisie.

Among the tasks and duties that fail
to the lot of entire working class, and
especially the American workers and
revolutionists, are the exposure of the
hypoeritical game of the American im-
perialists who are getting ready, when
the opportunity arises, for military ac-
tion in the Manchurian situation, with
the aim to advance their own interesis
in the guise of “protection” of China,
thereby accelerating a world war. We
must demand that the imperialist powers
end their pillage of China.

Full support, must be given to the
Chinese workers and peasants in their
struggle against the foreign Japanese
invaders and their enemies at home—
the Chinese bourgeoisie, militarists and
landlords, their Kuo Min Tang agents
and the Notrthern militarists. The Chi-
nese Communist Party must adopt the
policy by the unity of all Communist
forces, particularly with the Left Op-
position, and gird itself for a bitter fight
against foreign and internal aggression
and exploitation. The attempts to pro-
voke the Soviet Union into war must be
combatted, and workers everywhere must
be on guard at all times for the defense
of the Workers' fatheriand, the Soviet
Republic. All forces must be mobilized
against the world war which all the
imperialist forces are preparing.

—MARTIN ABERN.

The Militant Starts on Its Fourth Year

Three years ago to the day, on Nov-
ember 15, 1928, the first issue of The
Militant came off the'press. In their of-
ficial declaration to the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of the
United States, the three expelled mem-
bers of the Central Committee, stated
their intention to continue with the pub-
lictaion of The Militant until the Left
Opposition was restored to their Party
rights. For three years now, The Mili-
tant, as the chief instrument of the Am-
erican Left Opposition, has carried on
the struggle for the re-organization and
Megeneration of the Communist move-
ment on its original Leninist basis.

Shall we be able al‘ld permitted to
carry on this important work? This de-
pends now entirely on our supporters,
sympathizers and readers. We again re-
iterate our appeal for IMMEDIATE FIN-
ANCIAL ASSISTANCE.

Must we again retreat from a Weekly
Militant to a semi-weekly? We count
upon YOU who read this issue of The
Militant to render financial support to
prevent such an unfortunate step.

Give Assistance Today!

We aim TO EXPAND. The first issue

of the Opposition youth paper, Young

Spertacus, is about to appear. It is our

hope soon to issue a Jewish organ of
the Communist League, and perhaps also
a Greek paper. This is the way of the
Left Opposition: to build, to grow, to
increase and multiply, to gather ever
more cadres and instruments about the
Left Opposition. This is the way to
influence the ranks of the official Com-
munist movement, to win the Commun-
ists to the principles of the Left Opposi-
tion,

THIS WEEK we must know your ans-
wer. Make your donation TODAY for
the maintenance of the Weekly Militant.
Then, continue regular support through
weekly, or oftener, donations.

The responses to date to our ap-
pael are as follows:
N. Y. Branch membership 150.00

Carl Freda, New York 2.00
I. Dreyer, New York 3.00
L. J. Miller, Brooklyn 2.00
E. B., New York 5.00
Jean Allen, New York 4.00
Miscellaneous, Contributions
New York 6.05
Boston Branch 12.00
Chicago Branch 4.00
T, Boisnert, Los Angeles 10.00

Send funds to:
THE MILITANT
84 East 10th St., New York, N. Y.
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Maurice Spector Addresses the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Canada

Toronto, November 9, 1931.

Central Executive Committee,
Communist Party of Canada.
Dear Comrades:

In the issue of the Worker of Novem-
per Tth under the heading “The Spotlight
on the Trial” there appears the follow-
ing reference to the undersigned: “ . . .
During the trial he (Maurice Spector)
was in court but not in the prisoners’
dock. . . .” The implication is drawn,
tending to prejudice readers of our party
organ, that I somehow voluntarily re-
tired from the revolutionary party to
escape the prisoners’ dock. This is no
time for recrimination. I am prompted
to address you, however, not as a mat-
ter of mere self-justification but in the
interest of our common cause, an objec-
tive statement of the facts.

Inveluntary Exemption from Persecution

May 1 therefore be permitted to re-
call that my momentary exemption from
the list of the accused is not of my own
choosing? Had the capitaist authorities
precipitated their attack on the legality
of the party on any occasion prior to
the Sixth Congress, the personell of the
comrades in the prisoners’ dock would to
some extent have been different, and as
a member of the Central Committee, I
should inevitably have shared the honor
of indictment. I never withdrew from
the Communist Party in whose organi-
zation and development I am proud to
have participated. I was excluded,
against my protests, by the Central Com-
mittee for reasons well known to you
and to be found in the struggle over
questions of principle and strategy en-
suing in the Comintern after the death of
Lenin.

Since my exclusion I have never ceased
to be a member of a Communist com-
mittee and subject to its discipline. From
the fundamental program of Bolshevism
we have not, we believe, deviated a hair’s
breadth. We were never more convinced
than to-day that the working eclass can
conquer political power and reconstruct
society on socialist foundations only by
means of the proletarian dictatorship in
the form of Soviet Power, and under the
leadership of the Communist Party.
Never were we more convinced that the
world is in the throes of the epoch of
the collapse of capitalism and the devel-
opment of the social revolution. To the
OOctober Revolution as the prologue of
the World Revolution, to the Soviet Un-
jon as the first proletarian state in his-
tory, we have never ceased to give our
unwavering allegiance. Nor to the Com-
munist International which we have al-
ways regarded as the organization of the
revolutionary vanguard of the working
class.

Why Revolutionists Are Proscribed

The Communist Party of Canada is
under indictment not for any advocacy
of “force and violence” but for organ-
izing the resistance of the working class
to the burdens of the economic crisis,
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BOSTON LECTURE!

A lecture on the “Rise and Fall of the
British Labor Govermment” will be giv-
en by comrade Arne Swabeck, member
of the National Committee, Communist
League of America (Opposition) on
Friday, November 27, 1931, at 8 P. M,
at the Ambassador .Gardens, corher of
Berkeley and Warren Aves., under the
auspices of the Boston Branch of the
Communist League of America (Opposi-
tion). 'The admission is 25 cents.

CHICAGO YOUTH AFFAIR

A Dance and Entertainment will be
given by the Chicago Youth Group of the
Communist League of America (Opposi-
tion on Saturday, November 28, 1931 be-

ginning at 8 P. M. at 1435 No. Western
Avenme. All profits will go for the
benefit of Young Spartacus.

—

against unemployment and wage cuts,
That is not to say that we make a secret
of our program which flows from the
scientific analysis of the motive forces
of history. It is capitalism not Com-
munism which engenders revolutionary
crises. It is the unbearable contradic-
tion between a mode of producticn ripe
for gocialization and the fetters of capi-
talist private property relations. But
constitutional questions are primarily
questions of power and the workers’ con-
quest of political power demands as
pre-requisites a sufficient degree of the
demoralization of the ruling class in a
given country and a sufficient degree of
class consciousness in a majority of the
working class. In this sense there is no
immediate revolutionary crisis in Can-
ada. But the attempt of the authorities
to stem the tide of revolutionary organ-
ization by proscribing revolutionists will
prove as futile as the anti-socialist leg-
islation of Bismark or the corresponding
provisions of the Criminal Code of Czar-
ist Russia.

{What follows is a matter of course.
In an Open letter to the Militant (Aug-
ust 29, 1931) immediately on the arrest
of the comrades indlcted under section
98 of the Criminal Code, we publicly
declared on behalf of the Canadian group
of the Communist League of America
(Opposition) our complete solidarity
with the party in its struggle against the
capitalist attack on its legal existence.
In that connection we wrote that “there
can be no question of the position every

class-conscious worker must take up to-
wards this trial—absolute and militant
struggle against the forces of reaction,
The workers must organize in a broad
united front, whatever their political and
industrial affiliations, to protest against
the wave of terror which the capitalist
authorities have unleashed against the
militants of the working class”.

Reinstate the Left Opposition!

We are all aware that the Communists
of the Left Opposition entertain signi-
ficant internal differences with the official
leadership of the Comintern touching
principle and policy. We do not seek to
minimize the importance of these dif-
ferences for the correct Marxian devel-
opment of the party. But the hour of
common peril and crisis demands the
utmost concentration of revolutionary
forees. Confident that our differences
can be resolved by the processes of party
democracy and on the basis of the herit-
age of Marx and Lenin, we appeal for
re-instatement in our full membership
rights, prepared to submit to the require-
ments of party discipline.

In this spirit the members of our group
have taken an active part in the work
of defence of the arrested comrades, as
delegates to the Workers Rights and
Anti-Deportation Conference from vari-
ous labor organizations. We shall re-
main at the disposition of the party for
any tasks it may assign.

With Communist Greetings,

(Signed) Maurice Spector

STALINISTS SLANDER EXPELLED
GREEK ¥ ORKERS

On Thursday, November 5, the day be-
fore the expulsions of four supporters
of the Left Opposition,—comrades Petras,
Katsikis, Haidous and Marmauellis,—
from the Greek Spartacus Workers Club
Empros (issue of 11-7-31), rencwed its
campaign of slander in order to justity
the expulsions.

The substance of Empros’s maliciously
false attacks is as follows. First, com-
rade Koumeundoureas was denounced
as the devil who had poisoned the minds
of the other four comrades. Koumoun
doureas never had been a Party mem-
ber; he was rejected in the party unit
because of his expression of sympathy
for the Left Opposition. Of comrade
Petras, Empros told the tale that, among
other things, in order to avoid party
obligations, he went to sell ice cream in
the streets during the summer months;
further, that in a demonstration some
months - later before the Greek Consul-
ate, he had showed an attitude of cow-
ardice, that he was generally inactive,
and in the following summer again went
to selling icg cream, and justified his
inactivity on the ground of sympathy
with the Left Opposition. In addition,
that while he was a member of the dis-
trict Greek Bureau of the party, he
showed a contempt for the officials of
the Party among the Greeks.

As for comrade Katsikis, he was also
an egotist and even worse than Petras
in hig attitude toward the officials, and,
like Petras, incapable of learning. and
he also was a victim of the devil, Koum-
oundoureas.

Haidous who was active among the
proletarian artists’s group, was obsessed
with the idea that he is a great artist,

v

ST.LOUIS OPPOSITION ACTIVE IN
MOONEY MOVEMENT

ST. LOUIS.—
Following Tom Mooney's appeal for
the organization of ‘Pardon Mooney

Committees’ as united front bodies, the
I. L. D. in St. Louis made no attempt
to imitiate a movement along the lines
laid down in that appeal. The members
of the Left Opposilion persuaded the St.
Louig local of the Molders’ Union to is-
sue a call for a United Front Conference.

Through efforts - of Opposition com-
rades, it was a genuine united front.
Communists were not only not banned,
put invitations were sent to the Commun-
ist Party and its auxiliary organizations.
The Conference took place on September
16. There were some nineteen delegates
from local A. F. of L. unions, two dele-
gates from the Communist League of
America  (Opposition), and two dele-
gates each from the T. U. U. L, I. W.
0., the Unemployed Council, N. T. W. L
U., 1. L. D. and other party auxiliaries.
Although local party jeaders were pre-
sent, the Party was not officially repre-
sented.
“The credentials committee reported
for the seating of all delegates present.
There was no objection. The chairman
of the credentials commiftee, Charles
Bloom, president of the Metal Trades
Council of St. Louis, made a short speech
in which he welcomed all the delegates
to a genuine united front conference.

Stalinists Disrupt United Front
Conference

The conference then got down to busi-
ness. The party comrades distributed
leaflets to the delegates, calling on or-
ganizations and individuals to attend a
Mooney Conference called by the 1. L. D
to be held September 20. This distri-
bution caused objection to be taken from
the floor. A discussion follcwed. In
this discussion, a delegate from the T.
U. U. L. introduced a prepared resolu-
tion calling upon the conference to re-
cognize the pending I. L. D. conference,
by having all delegates present attend
the conference. In support of this re-
solution, the Stalinists launched into the
familiar Stalinist tactic of name-calling
and slander. Instead of greeting the
participation in the conference of A. F.
of L. locals together with Communists,
as an evidence of the unity of the work-
ers which it is the duty of the Commun-
ists everywhere to promote, they repelled
these workers by heaping general abuse
on the A. F. of L.

The delegates resented these methods
and a heated discussion took place. De-
legates took the floor and askd the Stal-
inists how they expected local unions to
participate in a conference with them
when all they could expect from the of-
ficial communists was slander. The
“third period” leaders had no answer.
Their stupid tactics had placed them in
the position of attempting to disrupt the
Conference.

Third Annual
MILITANT DANCE

To celebrate the third year of the appearance of THE MILITANT.
AT

Stuyvesant Casino
9th Street and Second Avenue

Saturday Nov. 21,

DANCING — GOOD TIME

1931 - at 8 P. M.

FOR ALL — BUFFET

Admission: 50 Cents
Auspices: New York Branch, (Communist League of America (Opp.)

(onfusion was the fruit of such a
discussion. In order to prevent its be-
coming worse, a Left Opposition delegate
introduced a motion to send a committee
of three to the I. L. D. conference with
instructions to report to the second
gathering of this conference. The dis-
cussion on the Stalinist resolution con-
sumed so much time that almost all the
business of organization had to be tabled
to the second meeting of the conference.

L L. I). Holds Sectarian Meet

As for the I. L. D. conference, it was
a narrow, sectarian affair, consisting
only of delegates from the Party and
Party augxiliaries. There was the usual
speech-making about unity, denunciation
of all non-communists and the Left Op-
position, as counter-revolutionists, enem-
ieg of the working class, ete, ad naus-
eam. The conference ran its appointed
course and accomplished nothing.

This, however, did net disturb the bur-
eaucratic complacency of the local Stal-
inist leaders. Nor did it teach them
anything. To the second meeting of the
United Front Conference, held after the
I. L. Ds “united front” affair, the
party auxiliaries again sent delegates.

Again they prevented any business from
being transacted.
Oppesition Calls For Mooney United
Front

The third meeting of the conference
is called for the 11th of November. will
the Stalinists again attempt to disrupt
the conference? What was their pur-
pose in launching another conference,
when they were welcome in the United
Front Conference? When a genuine un-
ited front conference is initiated and or-
ganized, which the I. L. D. and commun-
ists should welcome, why do the Stal-
inists persist in discrediting Communism
in the united front?

The Left Opposition will participate in
the third gathering of the United Front
Conference for Mooney. 1t will fight for,
and urge the party to fight for the unity
of the workers under the leadership of
Communists for the immediate and un-
conditional release of Tom Mooney, War-
ren Billings and all other class war
prisoners. The opposition calls upon all
party comrades and gympathizers, its
own . sympathizers, Left wing organiza-
tions, local unions and other working
class organizations to enter this confer-
ence and work to achieve its purpose,
and thereby genuinely increase the in-
fluence and prestige of the I. L. D. and
the Communists.

—H. L. GOLDBERG.

and since the Spartacus Club could not
recognize his talentst he had been out
of the party for a long period.

The fourth comrade, Marmarellis, had
dropped out from the party when the
struggle became sharp, and had cxcused
himself on the ground that his heart was
weak, but now this illness does not pre-
vent him from being active among the
“renegades”.

This is the story of Empres, typical of
all the Stalinist flinkeys and bureaucrats
of cither high or low order. What are
the facts?

Comrade Koumoundoureas was actu-
ally one of the few active workers in
the Spartacus Club. The appeinted lead-
ers were offended and disgruntled Dbe-
cause comrade Koumoundoureas in a
brief time succeeded in winning the re-
spect and esteem of the class conscious
workers because of his devotion to the
movement. Hence, the party bureaucrats
closed the door to him, and tried in
every way to antagonize him. Thanks
however to the comradely approach of
the present Opposition comrades, he
continued to remain active in the ranks
of the workers and disdained the un-
proletarian attitude of the bureaucrats
and their efforts to discourage any work-
er who shows capacities for leadership.

The Stalinist pen drips slander a¥-
ways against loyal comrades and revolu-
tionists. The case of comrade Petras
is @ case in point. The Greek comrades
know very well comrade Petras’s activ-
ities in the clasg struggle on behalf of
the workers., That he went to sell ice
cream in the streets (well, isn’t that
counter-revolutionary?) is true. Stalin-
ists find it necessary to do that too for
gsimple enough reasons. Both comrades
Petrag and Katsikis were courageous
enough to propose motions at meetings
aimed to improve the functioning of the
various organizations and to promote
the movement. Such an attitude of im-
itiative is contrary to the methods of
Stalinism. It is very interesting to note,
in regard to the Consulate demonstra-
tion, that Petras, after a motion by com-
rade Petras on the demonstration, in
the name of the Greek Bureau, publish-

.ed an article in Empros, which criticized

the failure of the Party to organize ade-
quately the preparations for the demon-
stration,

Comrade Haidous served for years in
the proletarian artists group, gave liber-
al financial support to the movoement
and supported every working class strug-

gle, such as demonstrations, antt-evic-
tions, etec.
Lastly, comrade Marmarellis is -stillf

suffering from heart trouble; and only
his devotion to the revolutionary move-
ment, causes him, in spite of everything,
to remain active and to carry out the
work of the Left Opposition among the
Greek workers who are still under the
malignant influence of Stalinism.

No attacks from the Greek organ of
the bureaucrats will stop the Greek Op-
position comrades from carrying out
their revolutionary duty. The Greek
workers will continue to hear again
soon from the Left Opposition.

Furriers Need Real Move for Unity

Since the failure of the Unity Confer-
ence between the Industrial Union and
the Fur Workers International, there has
been another United Front movement on
foot.

It has been known and become an
established fact that the conference held
during the month of September between
the Fur Department of the Industrial
Union, the International Fur Workers
Union, were only maneuvers. The pro-
posal for such conferences was only a
move on the part of the right wing clique
of the Fur Council to stave off the press-
ure of the fur workers against the in-
tolerable conditions in the shops. An-
other aspect was the fact that Stetzky
wanted to gain the upper hand in the
Council through the Unity maneuvers
and to give a blow to Kaufman. The
events following the break-up of the con-
ferences testify to that. Since then Stet-
zky and afterwards the whole Joint
Counecil resigned. Kaufman appointed a
temporary committee to take charge of
the New York Joint Council.

Meanwhile activities are going on
among those furriers who are follow-
ers of the United Rank and File Commit-
tee—an organization prompted by the
Needle Trades Workers Industrial Union.
The original program of the Rank and
File Committee was changed time and
again, until it is really impossible for
the fur worker to know $hat it stands
for or what it strives to achieve. But
the recent manifestations were to the
effect that-the rank and file committee
will try to carry out the united front
in the shops. It will also try to influence
the thousands of fur workers and to
rally the sympathizers of the Left wing
for a fight inside the International
against the class-collaboration policies of
Kaufman and against the breaking-up of
the shops under the Industrial Union con-
trol.

At present, this United Front Commit-
tee under the leadership and guidance of
the muddle-heads in the T. U. U. L. has
undertaken to execute a maneuver which
is unprecedented in the struggle of the
Left wing. When the offices in the joint
couficil became vacant due to the resi-
gnation of Stetsky and company, the
rank and file committee decided to ignore
Kaufman’s appointment of the temporary
officers. Instead of advancing a demand

Joint Council, these super-politicians
proceeded to hold “glections” for joint
council officers under their own auspices,
In this manner they expected to Heleet”
themselves into the leadership of the
New York furriers. :

Such a move might have been con-
ceivd of if at last a great majority of
the furriers, members of the Interna-
tional, were under their immediate influ-
ence. As the division of forces stands
at present, this policy is a policy of suic-
ide for the Left wing in 'the Inlterna-
tional. The giant minds who have con-
ceived this policy, are undoubtedly
wrong, but they are not fools encugh to
believe that upon the completion of these
elections, the Joint Council will Be
handed over to them on a silver platter.
This is why they will not be caught nap-
sing when the leadership is refused to
them. They already have their next
move on the chess-board, worked out:
First, to go through with these elections,
fully confident that their officers would
be elected, regardless of the number of
furriers participating in the elections.
And, secondly, after the offices of the
council are refused them, to call a un-
ity conference with the Industrial Union
and Dbring forth “One TUnited Union”,

Demand Elections with Participation
of All Registered Furriers

BEvery furrier in the trade knows that
the Rank and File Committee is the
Industrial Union, with the same leader-
ship and the same approach to the burn-
ing problems of the fur workers. The
policy of ignoring at this time the New
York Joint Council is a fatal mistake.
The results of this action will only re-
act against the Left wing in the imme-
diate sense and in the long run. Kauf-
man on the other hand will utilize this
mistake and consolidate his strength for
another crusade against the conditions
of the workers. It will give substance
to his cry that the Left wing is not in-
terested in real unity.

Our tactic at this moment should be:
To demand immediate elections of the
Joint Council with all registered work-
ers, having the right to vote and to run
for office. Workers behind in dues be-
cause of unemployment should not be
disqualified. The Left wing, the Oposi-
tion, in the International should have
its candidates on the ballot, running on

for regular -elections. of officers for the a Left wing pragram which would es-

pecially emphasize the need for unity of
all furriers in one union. We must urge
all workers to participate in the elec-
tions. The more workers who take part
in the elections through the influence of
the Left wing, the more of a showing
will the Left wing make in the elections.

The Left wing would have a good
chance now to score a victory in the
elections of the Joint Council. Our call
and particpation in the elections would
prove to the workers our sincerity in
the fight for sclidarity in the ranks of
the furriers; it would prove our readi-
ness to stand with the furriers and by
the furriers in their struggle against all
shades of Kaufmanism (Sorkin-Stetzky,
ete.). Through a consolidated Left wing
within the International we will herald
a fight for One United Union of the fur-
riers in New York and elsewhere, that
vill exterminate Kaufmanism from the
ranks of the furriers,

Left Wing Must Suppert Striking
Dress Furriers

Our second step must be to advance
a call for a united front to. help the
striking fur dressers in Brooklyn and
Newark against the 259% wage cut. The
loss of this strike would be a defeat for
the furriers generally. Even though
this strike is at present under the leader-
ship of the Right wing bureaucrats of
the International, our aid to the work-
ers in their fight to maintain conditions
would raise the prestige of the Left wing
in the eyes of the workers.

The time of the expiration of the ex-
isting agreements between each one of
the Unions and the bosses draws near.
Our forces are broken up; the sentiment
for unity among the furriers is grow-
ing stronger; the offensive of the boss-
es against our standards is gaining im-
petus. We must consolidate all
strength to repulse this offensive. By
united action to help the striking fur
dressers, by a United Conference to work
out demands at thé expiration of the
agreements, the fur workers will be
able to wield a united weapon against
the onslaught of the bosses.

We propose these demands to the rank
and file of the fur workers of the Indus-
trial as well as of the International Un-
ions and call upon them to discuss these
proposals and to work for their adop-
tion, —ROBERT BRILLIANT.
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Laval's Visit
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proletarian revolutions. It is taking all
measures to crush it if possible.
The French Bourgeoisie a Worthy Ally

France remained the strong European
capitalist power in face of the crisis.
Her internal market with its large pea-
sant economy proved itself a strong ab-

~orbent. By virtue of low wages her
production for the foreign market was
cheap. Her bourgeoisie succeeded in

strengthening the ties with, and continu-
ally Dolstering the little entente. The
present government is of the Bourgeois
Right section, though headed by Laval,
the former “socialist”. Its  cconomic
non-aggression puact with the Soviet Un-
ion is solely in the interest of more ef-
fective exploitation of the Russian mar-
ket. The French bourgeoisie in entering
into a marauders’ block with American
imperialism for the redivision of the
world is, of course, nursing its own hopes
of thereby attaining a larger ration in
world economy.

American imperialism can well use
this ally for the furtherance of its own
heinous designs. It was with this in
view that the American capitalist press
called Senator Borah tactless when, at
the time of the Laval visit, he advocated
changes of the Kuropean boundaries as
laid out by the Versailles Treaty. He
was otherwise willing to leave the ques-
tion of disarmament to France itself as
it sees fit~—and why should he not leave
that to the ally? While the latter pro-
position pleased the KFrench bourgeoisie,
the former, being advanced at tiais mo-
ment, was somewhat 1)ai11fdl. But then,
it may serve in good stead for Senator
Borah’s real masters as a warning to the
ally as to jusg how far it can go.

These definitely marked constellations
of imperialist forces prove again that
the kernel of .contemoprary international
relations is ‘still to be found in the fur-
iously growing contest of the powers for
redivision of the world market. More
precisely the contest between the United
States and England.

American imperialism has definitely
assumed its role of the main fortress of
world reaction. Under its direct tutel-
age there is a sweeping onmarch of re-
action throughout capitalist Europe. In
France the Right bourgeois block is more
firmly in the saddle; in England the con-
servatives are in power stronger than
before; in Germany a ccnstant stiffen-
ing of emergency decrees‘ More serious
yet, however, are the growing fascist
hordes in Germany. While American im-
perialism may not yet be ready to as-
sume the risk of giving support to an
open rule of these hordes, they are being
nourished as powerful reserves against
the proletarian revolution.

From these prospects the important
question inevitably arises: What is the
Communist International doing to pre-
pare the working masses to meet the
onslaught of reaction. Unquestionably
the immense pressure of the crisis, the
ceaseless capitalist offensive and the re-
actionary governmental decrees, will
bring the struggles of the workers more
into the political field. It will favor a
Leftward development of the masses.
There are already such evidences in Ger-
many, in its, embryo in Kngland and else-
where. But at the same time it is im-
possible to close one’s eyes to the weak-
ening of the parties due to cosily blun-
ders of leadership in practically every
capitalist country. In England -this
weakening became particularly outstand-
ing in the recent political crisis and the
elections. In France the strikes of last
Autumn brought victory to reformism
largely due to the party failure of ap-
plying the united front policy. In Ger-
many there can be no other results than
weakening from the dastardly adventure
of a reckless Communist leadership of
a united front with the fascists in the
Prussian referendum.

The “Third Period” estimates spread
its dangerous illusions of revolutionary
upsurges not yet at hand. It deliberate-
ly aided illusions of the movement, its
possibilities appearing stronger than
reality. Its results became the policy of
adventures. But worst of all, it pre-
pared a new “turn” to the Right which
has already found its classical expres-
sion in the united front pelicy with the
German fascists.

The Stalin leadership carries the
heavy burden of responsibility for de-
cimating and politically weakening the
Comintern forces, for reducing them to
a mere appendage of interest of state
of the Soviet Union. By the policies
of this leadership, the progress of the
world proletarian revolution has al-
ready been put in a position of being
contradiction to the economic progress of
the Soviet Union. This has become
mainly expressed in the fear of upset-
ting the present status quo of the pow-
ers, that is, the capitalist equilibrium
prior to the completion of the Five Year
Plan. But the capitalist equilibrium
does not remain constant. From ‘the
serious weakening caused by the econ-
omic crisgis, we now have the new con-
stallation of forces; the powerful block
under American imperialist regemony to
further strengthen the capitalist equili-
brium against the working class. It is
develeoping with breath-taking speed and
does not at all wait for the completion
of the Five Year Plan. It will aim to
take ruthless advanitage of the weak-
ened position of the Communist parties.

Thus the chief contradiction is that
of the task of the epoch and the matur-
ity of the Communist Party.”’

These imperialist preparations can
bring immediate revolutionary situa-
tions. To prepare—not to miss these

situatfons—is the pressing need. This
has become mandatory upon the Comin-
tern leadership.
—ARNE SWABECK.
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Agents and newstands throughout the
country that now handle The Militant
will also carry Young Spartacus.
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IN THE INTERNATIONAL OF LABOR

The Failure of the Anarchist Policy and the Revolutionary Strategy of the Communists

The last general strike in Barcelona
had a fundamental importance for the
unification of the working class of all
Spain, based not so much on the extent
of the movement in itself, as on the les-
sons which we can learn from it, for fu-
ture tactics and for the orientation of
Spanish trade unions. We face a Dpro-
found crisis in the Confederation, which
has been considerably deepened by the
last general strike. Logitnlly we draw
the natural consequences from il. The
Spanish Communist Opposition cannot
follow the method of criticism used by
the official party, consisting of venting
epithets against anarcho-syndicalism in
general. We must study the origins, the
causes and the results of the conflict, as
is done by our coemrade Andres Nin.)

* % L .

The general strike declared in the be-
ginning of September by the local Trade
Union Federation of Barcelona, and fol-
lowed up unanimously and with admir-
able (iscipline by the proletariat of that
c¢ity and of the most important indus-
trial centers of Catalonia, is ene of the
most important episodes of the work-
ing clags struggle In Spain between April
14 and the present time.

Militant revolutionists must analyse
carefully thisx movement, so rich in ex-
perience. Let us limit curselves today
to pointing out, briefly, some of the les-
sons which it teaches, and to noting
down the reflections which it suggests.

Strikes Under Present Conditions

The strike movement which had put
great masses of workers in motion on the
eve of the fall of the monarchy, has
taken on a truly gigantic increase since
the declaration of the republic. This
movement, in the majority of cases, has
had a purely spontaneous character, and
the trade union organizations in reality
have done nothing more than to sanc-
tion it, place themselves at its head,
often against their will, in order not
to lose the confidence of the working
masses. At times, apparently the most
insignificant oceasion was enough to mob-
ilize great masses of workers. There is
nothing surprising about this. Those
who are alarmed, or even indignant, at
the “chaotic¢”, “anarchic”, ,“irresponsi-
ble” character of these movements ap-
parently forget one essentidl point: that
Spain is in the midst of a revolution, and
that this situation does not fit in with
any plan carefully worked out before-
hand. At such times, spontaneous strikes,
“chaotic” actions, disconnected and iso-
lated, and ‘“excesses” of all kinds are a
purely normal phenomenon. To try to
oppose them is like trying to hold back
the cnrushing of a torrent, or to chain

a tempest.
All  revolutions, without exception,
have known such periods; more than

that, they are inconceivable without
them. A rtevolution is not the act of
one day, of that “Big Night” of which
the pre-war revolutionary syndicalists
used to dream. It is a prolonged and
painful process, during which the mass-
es go seeking a path, in a struggle sown
with difficulties, “choatic” actions, par-
tial offensive, victories and defeats. The
strike is one or the most characteristic
manifestations wof this struggle. The
working class learns most by its own
experience. The important thing is to
draw the necessary lessons from this ex-
perience, so that the sacrifice may not
be in vain and the proletariat may suc-
cessfully conquer the wobstacles over
which it may stumble on its way.

The Charaecter of the September Strike

The Barcelona general strike was, in
thig sense, a typical movement of a rev-
olutionary period. Its starting-point was
a perfectly correct protest against the
shameful Government imprisonments.
The movement bore the stamp of the
remarkable epoch which produced it.

These Government imprisonments, to
our shame, are nothing new. In this
respect, as in many others, the republic
only coentinues the inveterate tradition
of the defunct monarchy. Still it was
only in a clear-cut revolutionary situa-
tion that this procedure, which former-
ly aroused indignation in the most ad-
vanced minority only, should excite and
get in motion hundreds of thousands of
workers.

“Why”, clamored the vestal virgins
of republican “legality”, “why do these
workers, who under the monarchy toler-
ated passively the mass detentions, the
systematic application of the “fugitive
prisoners law”, the military dictator-
ship, why do these workers rise up now,
when the consolidation of the mnew re-
gime ought to be the chief consideration
of everybody, against the fact that a few
men here and there are kept in jail by
Government order? Why do the same
people, who showed such patience for
years, show such impatience now ?”

Because—the situnation is revolutionary
now, and was not before. Because the
military dictatorship and its bloody re-
pressions were not, as these gentlemen
think, the cause of the passivity of the
working class, but the result. Because
the energy, the aggressiveness, the fight-
ing spirit of the proletariat are not a
constant phenomenon of all periods, but
only of revolutionary periods. After
these periods of high tension, the work-
ing class, particularly if it has been
beaten, falls inevitably into a state of
depression, of passivity, which smooth

the road for reaction.
To understand the profound meaning
of the last general strike in Barcelons,
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eral picture of the revolutionary situa-
tion in Spain. Then we shall see clearly
the inconsistency of the opinion so wide-
ly spread, not only among the bourge-
oisie, but even, to our disgrace be it said.
among some working class circles, that
thig strike was entirely the work of a
group of irresponsible anarchists. We
shall not deny the importance of the
role played by the F. A. I. in declaring
the strike. Yet there can be no doubt
that if their action had been crowned by
success, if it had been followed by the
entire proletariat, it would have been
due, not to their boldness or their “dic-
tatorial’” methods, but to the fact that
the objective circumstances—the . rev-
olutionary situation, and the subjective—
the fighting spirit of the working class,
were completely favorable. In this sense
we can say without hesitation that the
elements of the ¥. A« I. interpreted the
state of mind of the proletariat and its
historial interests more faithfully than
Pestana, Peiro, Arin and other ‘'reason-
able” syndicalists who signed the famous
reformist manifesto which won them such
praises from bourgeois circles.

We have had anarchist groups before
this. The desire to declare general
strikes on any and all occasions did not
come with the republic; they would like
to call a general strike every Monday.
Still, how often have they cried out into
empty space! On the other hand, on
September 4 they found an ardent echo
in the working <class. -Why? Because
the soil had been ploughed, because cir-
cumstances drove the proletariat irres-
istibly to the struggle.

What Should Be Our Attitude to

“Chaotic” Movements?

We have tried to express one truth:
that in the present circumstances, “chao-
tic” movements are inevitable. Does
this mean that they are not a danger for
the revolution and that they ought to be
systematically encouraged? By no means.

In the face of such movements, there
are three fundamental positions that we
can adopt:

First: To condemn them as a whole,
on the ground that at the present time
the working class is incapable of making
a revolution and must limit itself to a
slow work of preparation, organization
and education, which is possible under

4" Fégime of bourgeois democracy. This

is the position of Pestana, Peiro & Co.,
wiheh puts off the emancipation of the
working class to the Greek Kalends.

Second: To encourage such movements
systematically, driven on by instinctive
revolutionary sentiment, but devoid of
revolutionary theory and tactics and still
lost in abstractions. We refer to the
elementys of the F. A, I.

Third: The position of -those who,

while rejecting as absurd the pretension

of holding back the isolated, “chaotic”
movements of the masses at a time like
this, understand the danger of such
movements when they lack objectives
and direction, and who try to take ad-
vantage of such movements to make the
working class understand the necessity
of a party, to forge it in the fire of
struggle, and swbordinate these move-
ments to the general revolutionary strug-
gle which is to lead the proletariat to
the seizure of power and the installation
of its dictatorship. This ought to be the
position of Communists.

The first of these positions is dictated
by absolute lack of faith in the revolu-
tionary ability of the working class, by
the ungovernable fear of revolution, con-
ditioned by the lack of a concrete pro-
gram, It leads inevitably to a policy
of strangling the fighting action of the
proletariat and to collaboration, direet
or indirect, with the republican bour-
geoisie. The policy of the reformist ele-
ments of the C. N. T. in trying to hold
back the strike movements by means of
a series of measures which lead back-
ward to the U. G. T. (remember the
leaflet- of the Confederal Committee), the
shameful break-up of the metal workers’
gonflict, the abandonment of the tele-
phone workers, engaged in a struggle of
enormous importance, the giving up of
the most profoundly significant political
demands, such as the recognition of fac-
tory councils, etc.,, and finally, the policy
of direct support of the Catalonian Gen-
eralidad, all prove our statement. This
tendency must be fought pitilessly, since
it constitutes a danger to the revolution
as serious as the reformist socialism of
Largo Caballero and Co., with which it
coincides fundamentally.

The second tendency is mo less dan-
gerous, since it:can, and inevitably will
lead the proletariat to a bloody defeat.
The elements of the F. A. I. are cap-
able of provoking only mass movements
without a future or isolated actions,
heroic but in the last analysis sterile.
The magnificent defense of the Building
Trades Union by a few dozen admirable
militants have clearly revealed the trea-
sures of aggressiveness and self-zacrifice
which the working class possesses, and
has demonstrated the miracles which it
can perform, given a consistent direction
and discipline. : :

Communists must bend every effort to
make the best revolutionary elements
of the C. N. T. understand the neces-
sity for a party, and try to form with
them at least a united front for action.
Only their active, energetic and prudemt
intervention can avert a defeat of the
proletariat and the installation of a
bloody regime of bourgeois dictatorship.

In July, 1917, the workers and soldiers1

of Petrograd launched an impetuous

we must see it in its place in the gen- movement in favor. of turning over the

power to the Soviets. This nwveient
was completely spontaneous, ‘“chaotic”.
The Bolsheviks considered it premature,
irrevocably condemned to failure.l Still,
seeing that it was impossible to hold it
back, instead of abandoning it #o its
elemental force, they put themselves at
its head and guided it along their chan-
nels. Thanks to this genuinely revolu-
tionary policy, this movement, which,
left to itself, would have been diverted
into a premature insurrection, was con-
verted into an armed manifestation, and
the working class was able to retreaf in
good order .with the minimum of losses.
Had there been no Party, the working
class would have been crushed, a period
of reaction would have begun, and the
proletariat would not have been able to
seize power, as it did, three months
later.
For Factory Councils

We have spoken of the mnecessity for
a revolutionary united ' front. But on
what base can it support itself?

Undoubtedly the history of the rev-
olutionary working class movement up
to now has offered us no organ of the
united front so perfect and eflicent as
the Soviet, an instrument of struggle
today, of power tomorrow, for the entire
working class, represented in the Sov-
iet by workers’ delegates from all fac-
tories and workshopsg without distinction,
let their political and trade union or-
ganizations be what they may. One of
the negative sides of the Barcelona gen-
eral strike, like that of Seville before,
was the failure of such an organ to make
its appearance during the struggle. Had
it been otherwise, how different would
have been the importance and the poli-
tical consequences of the movement!
Still, the fact is that Soviets have not
arisen in this or any other of the great
workers’ movements which have taken
place in this country during the last
few months, and that up to the present,
there is no sign of a tendency in this
direction among the Spanish working
class. Will it arise later on? We may
hope so, even though it is certain that
the working class of our country will
arrive at the creation of the Soviets by a
different road from that followed by the
Russian proletariat.

Yet we cannot adopt a passive attitude
until this moment is reached. We must
immediately lay the foundations for a
united front, we must create the neces-
sary prérequisites for the creation of
organizations destined to group the work-
ing class together and prepare it for
the struggle. This basis can be supplied
by the factory councils. .

Up to now, including the period 1917-
1929, the peak years of the revolutionary
movement, there have been in Spain no
factory counecils, properly sc-called. Still
the system wof delegates, of representa-
tives of the factory and the workshop,
has become widespread, and in recent
times ‘the idea of factory councils has
made much headway and has acquired
a certain popularity among the masses.

We must therefore start from this)
point and energetically encourage the
creation of such organizations, assign-
ing to them, as an immediate aim, the
contrel of production. The leaders of
the C. N. T. accept them, and favor-them,
while they still conceive of them as trade
union organisms, designated from the
top, by the trade union committees. The
socialists, for their part, through their
representative in the Provisional Gov-
ernment, Senor Largo Caballero, are pre-
paring a bill for workers’ control which
in reality does not pursue revolutionary
control as our aim, but class collabora-
tion.

Communists must fight both concep-
tions with equal energy. The factory
council must not be appeinted from the
top, but must be elected democratically
by all workers without exception. The
purpose of the control must not be col-
laboration with the bourgeisie, but tak-
ing posspssion of the means of produc-
tion.

There is not a single revolutionary
worker who will not be disposed to strug-
gle jointly with the Communists on the
basis of a struggle for the factory coun-
clls. And this struggle, correctly orien-
tated, correctly guided, will irresistibly
be converted into a powerful movement
which will lead to the creation, on the
base of the factory councils, of Soviets,
or other organisms similar to the Sov-
iets in structure and functions.

For all these reasons, we believe that
the creation of factory counmcils should
be the basic slogan at the present time.
Every important strike, every mass move-
ment, should be utilized in this direc-
tion.

The Experience of the Guerrilla Fight

One of the most interesting episodes of
the Barcelona general strike was the
armed defense of the Building Trades
Union. For more than six hours, a few
dozen workers, insufficiently armed but
fortified in the union local, kept at bay
a large force of police. Similarly, in
the neighboring streets, other groups of
workers, sheltered behind a barricade,
carried on a fight againgst the armed
force of the government, and after hours
of struggle, retreated strategically with-
out giving up a single prisoner into the
hands of the enemy.

This episode is rich in lessons for us.

During the insurrection of December,
1905 in Moscow, a few hundred poorly-
armed workers obstinately sustained a
fight, thanks to a correctly led guerrilla

struggle, against thousands of perfectly
armed and equipped soldiers. Finst Kaut-

sky and then Lenin, drew from this ex-
perience the conclusion that guerrilla
fighting played a much more important
role than revolutionists had imagined up
to then.

Still the insurrection was defeated.
With the arrival of new reinforcements,
the Moscow workers had to give up. For
the final victory, it is necessary that a
large part of the army place itself on
the side of the revolution.

The heroic fighters of the calle Mer-
caders, at the end, had to give up, and
the combatants of the calle Moncada had
to withdraw.

What lesson can we draw from this
experience?

That the tactics of the anarchist
groups can lead omnly to guerrilla fight-
ing; that this, combined with the gen-
eral strike and organized revolutionary
action, can constitute an auxiliary ele-
ment of the first rank as a means of
distracting the forces of the enemy which
will make it possible for us to strike
the decisive blow at the decisive points,
but is incapable, by itself alone, of giv-
ing us the victory; that to achieve vic-
tory, today even ‘more than in 1905, on
account of the enormous progress of
military technique, it is necessary to
win over to the revolution a good part
of the army.

The practical «conclusion which we
draw from all this is the urgent neces-
sity of intensifying the work of agita-
tion and propaganda among the treops.
and of undertaking without delay the
creation of soldiers’ Committees.

The Strike and Demecratic Illusions

Unquestionably the Barcelona general

rike has considerably weakened the de-
mocratic illusions among the working
class. Still it would be a profound mis-
take to think that these illusions have
been definitely liquidated. Maurin, for
instance, starts from this premise and
justifies the absurd position taken by
the Bloque Obrero y Campesino, (Work-
ers’ and Peasants’ Bloc), renouncing dem-
ocratic slogans and raising the slogan of
the taking of power by the proletariat.
The reality, which is the only thing that
ean serve as the foundation for a truly
Marxist policy, is unfortunately quite
different. Only a part, and that the
smallest, of our working class, has com-
pletely lost faith in the bourgeois repub-
lic; another part is beginning to be as-
sailed by doubts; the great majority
stil} believes in the republic. They pro-
test, they join the general strike, not
against the regime, but against the “bad
republicans”. The majority of the work-
ers still think that if they took the power
away from Maura, and the governorship
from Anguera de $ojo, and replaced
them by ‘“real republicans”, things would
be very much better.

Contributing to this illusion in the first
place was the policy of the anarcho-syn-
dicalists ef supporting the radical petty
bourgeoisie, with its praise for the “ven-
erable”, “most integral”, “honorable"
Macia, expressions which you will find
repeatedly in Solidaridad Obrera; like-
wise responsibfle is Maurin himself, who
at a lecture in Madrid favored ‘“the tak-
ing of power by the advanced elements
of the Atenso”. How can any one ex-
pect, under these conditions, that the
working class, which evolves slowly and
learns only with the help of its own ex-
perience, should abandon immediately
and at one blow its democratic illusions?

These last have suffered a severe blow,
but only a correct policy can contribute
to liquidating them definitively.

The Internal Crisis of the C. N. T.

Two words, in conclusion, on the inter-
nal crisis of the C. N. T.

The general strike, declared against
the wishes of the leaders of this rev-
olutionary organization, has undoubtedly
sharpened the crisis. The recent resig-
nation in : body of the cditorial staff of
Sclidaridad Obrera is a clear proof of
this. The fact that the organ of the
Confederation, for the first time in the
history of our movement, categorically
condemns the strike in the first number
which appeared after it took place, is
sufficiently eloquent on this point, and
reveals before the eyes of the entire
world the grave sickness from which
the C. N. T, is suffering.

But the crisis will go still deeper. In
more or less normal times, such crises
can be conjured away with relative ease.
Under revolutionary conditions iike the
present, it is a much more difficult mat-
ter. The divergencies do not have an
abstract character, but are a logical con-
sequence of the problem which the sit-
uation places before the C. N. T. inexor-
ably demanding from it a clear and pre-
cise answer—how shall we make the rev-
olution?

The Communist Party cannot remain
outside of this internal struggle of ten-
dencies, whose outcome may have enor-
mous consequences for the future of the
Spanish proletariat. Let ys not forget
that this will depend 90% on whether
or not the workers in the C. N. T., who
are the flower of the working class of
our country, continue to give their con-
fidence to the anarchists. To win over
these workers should be the principal
aim ‘of our party. This will be accom-
plished, not by the:stupid splitting tac-
tics followed up to now, but by an in-
telligent policy which will be able to
take advantage of the internal struggle
within the C. N. T.; not by heaping in-
vective on its leaders, and putting into
circulation such idiotic epithess as “an-
archo-fascists”, but by proving patiently
and persistently to the revolutionary
workers the sterility of anarcho-gyndical-
ism and the necessity of a powerful Com-
munist Party; to prevent the peasant
revolutionary situation, instead of lead-
ing to the victory of the proletariat, from
leading to the enthronemeht of a die-
tatorship without a mandate, of the fasc-
ist type. —ANDRES NIN.

Reviews and News of the Working Class and Revelutionary Movements

Trotsky on Opposition

and the Pa[ty in Spain

To Andres Nin:
Dear Friend:

First of all, I'should like to clear up
for myself the disputed question in the
Left Opposition: a narrow or broad fac-
tion? I have received your opinion and
that of comrade Lacroix on this subject.
Comrade M. has not yet submitted the
report that he promised.

L must admit that the basis for this
dispute is not clear to me. Yesterday,
with regard to Catalonia, as I can see
from your letter, the question was posed
in the following manner: Should we call
upon the worker to enter the official
Communist party or the Catalonian Fed-
eration? From your last letter, it ap-
pears that the Catalonian Federation ex-
pels the Left Opposition from its ranks,
that is to say, it proceeds in the same
manner as the party does. This fact by
itself is quite logical. The Right wing
and the Centrists manifest the self-same
hostility toward the Bolshevik-Leninists
in all countries, beginning with the U.
8. 8. R. It would be odd for Spain to
be an exception to this. On the contrary,
in view of the revolutionary situation in
Spain, all the political processes (in-
cluding all the mistakes) arrive at their
ultimate conclusion very swiftly., But
is it still possible to speak seriously of
the Left Opposition calling on the work-
ers to enter the Catalonian Federation?
I cannot understand it! We can, to be
sure, try to create our nuclei in the
Catalonian Federation with the aim of
recruiting a maximum of followers in the
event of the inevitable collapse of the
Maurin organization. We can send in-
dividual comrades into the Federation
with this aim. But can we openly call
upon the non-party workers to enter the
Federation? Never. It would be the
most monstrous mistake and would not
only weaken us but even disgrace the
Left Opposition.

Our Relation to the Party
In principle, the question of the official

party is posed differently, since we have
not renounced the idea of winning to our
side, the Comintern, and consequently,
each of its sections. It has always ap-
peared to me that many comrades have
underestimated the possibility of the de-
velopment of the official Communist
party in Spain. I have written you
about this more than once. To ignore
the official party as a fictitious guantity,
to turn our back to it, seems to me to
be a great mistake. On the contrary,
with regard to the official party we must
stick to the path of unitigg the ranks.
Still, this task is not so simple. As long
as we remain a feeble faction, this task
is in generable unachievable. We can
only produdce a tendency toward unity
inside the official party by becoming a
serious foree.

The opponents of the “broad faction”
reply to this: But if we group about us
a broad section of workers, we automa-
tically transform ourselves into a sec-
ond party. I must admit that this argu-
ment astonishes me. If we are to reason
in such a formal manner, then in order
to avoid the danger of a second party,
the Bolshevik-Leninists must altogether
disappear from the face of the earth.
That is just what the Stalinists want.
Political malthusianism is the most un-
natural of all the varieties of malthus-
ianism. Kvery political tendency that
grows in forces cannot help going in
the direction of uniting around it the

largest masses possible. It is possible
to come to the party by different roads.
If the Left Opposition becomes stronger
than the present official party, that will
furnish us the possibility of struggling
with a hundred times greater effective-
ness for the unity of the Communist
ranks than at present when the Opposi-
tion is still weak. Isn’t this clear?

But, the partisans of the “narrow fac-
tion” will answer, the Left Opposition
can only take into its ranks conscious
followers. Indeed! But does neot the
same thing held true for the party? It
all comes down to this: the Left Opposi-
tion .must not attract to itself new work-
ers; no, it is obliged to direct them to-
ward the ranks of the party, where they
will be taught that the Trotskyists are
“‘counter-revolutionists”. Then, and omly
then, the Opposition will have the right
to disillusion these workers, to reedue-
ate them, to cure them of the contagi-
ous Stalinist slanders. Really, I cannot
understand such a complicated mechan-
ism.

Growth and Scope of the Opposition

It seems to me that the Opposition
has not cnly the right, but the duty, to
group about itself all those that come
to it, who respond to its appeals and
whom it is able to reach. Naturally, at
first, they will be far from convinced
and conscious Bolshevik-Leninists. But
this only imposes the necessity of oc-
cupying ourselves seriously with the
education of our followers, Within the
scope of this education, there will also
enter the question, why we are for one
party and why the Stalinists are. for
two parties. If the flow toward us
proves to be too tempestuous (which is
hardly to be feared!) then we can form
a circle of sympathizers. A local ergan-
ization of the Opposition numbering 20
members can assemble abeut it 2 to 300
sympathizers. In this circle of ' sym-
pathizers, it will be necessary to clear
up the difference between Leninism and

Centrism. After the cirecle has reached
a certain level under our direction, it
can invite the representatives of the

official party to present its views before
it. On this basis a discussion will arise
between our followers and the Stalinists.
Only this will bring about a serious re-
conciliation between the Left Opposition
and the party, and create a far more
secure path toward a united party than
the malthusian measures against repro-
duction,

The Left Opposition would be transform-
ed into a sect if it were to come to the
conclusion that its task is only criticism
of the actions of the official party and
of the mass organizations of the prole-
tariat. The Spanish revolution ig a fact.
We have already, without all this, lost a
great deal of time, including the Left
Opposition, in Spain. We will not be
able to reproduce this revolutionary
situation, which we are passing up to-
day, at will next year. Precisely in
Spain the Opposition can within a brief
time grow into a great force. But the
first condition for this is: not to fear
to become a force, but to strive toward
that.

That is all I can say in the meantime
on the disputed question, on the basis
of incomplete information. I will be
very happy to veceive additional infor-
mation.

September 27, 1931
—L. TROTSKY.
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WHERE IS THE MOONEY
MOVEMENT?

It is nearly three months since Tom
Mooney issued his memorable
“To All Militant and Revolutionary La-
bor Organizations and Groups” for un-
ited action in his behalf. Thereby he
put the fifteen-year old case once more
on the agenda of the labor movement.
He aroused the enthusiasm of every con-
scientious militant for a .new struggle
for his liberation and for the cause of
the working class which he symbolizes
in his prison cell. Because of the pro-
found response whieh it called forth from
the depths of the movement, the call of
Tom Mooney sent the leaders of all the
factions scurrying to prepare their ans-
wer. The class war prisoner has a great
authority and nobody dared to ignore
his appeal. All the factions and groups
answered. KEach in its own way made
a gesture of compliance. And there the
matter rests at the present moment.
Where is the new “Mooney movement”
which the rank and file militants de-
sire with all their hearts. It is not yet
under way. Kven the campaign to set
the great movement in motion still waits
the initial steps of organization.

Angd this is not because there 1is no
basis for the issue. All the elements
for a truly gigantic movement, one that
can reach into the very depths of the
most conservative labor organizations
and set its members into action, are at
hand. It is the method that 1is ‘lack-
ing: it is understanding and the will
of the leaders of the factions and groups
to whom Mooney addressed his appea.l
It must be said plainly, because it is the
bitter and incontestable truth: they have
all diplomatized with the appeal; they
have played factional politics with it;
they have sabotaged it. The problem is
to break through this rotten game. And
the best weapon for this is the appeal
of Mooney himself. In that document the
means and methods for unfelding the
movement can be found.

Tom Mooney’s letter of August 18th is
a remarkable presentation of the ques-
tion in every respect. All the sabotagers
justify themselves on the ground that
“Mooney is in jail and doesn’t under-
stand the situation”. They are all wrong
The clagss war prisoner, immured in San
Quentin these fifteen years, understands
the question better than they do. It is
even possible that his superior wisdom
can be attributed to his imprisonment.
New turns and new periods percolate
through the prison walls only after a
certain delay. Mooney has assimilated
the idea of the united front as Lenin
taught it. Perhaps he has not yet learn-
ed about the new amendments. At any
rate he has not been converted to them.
That is his strength, and the strength of
his appeal That is why his appeal con-
stifutes the guiding line alone which
alone a real mass movement for his lib-
eration can proceed.

The open letter of Tom Mooney was
and yet remains a great opportunity for
the Communist Party and the Interna-
tional Labor Defense. On the one hand
it was a formal notice from Mooney
to the trade unions, to the socialists and
to the so-called progressives: no exclus-
ion of the Communists from the Mooney
movement. On the other hand-—rightly
understood—it was an intimation to the
Communists: I depend on you fo press
the issue and lead the way, to force the
veformists and the trade unions, includ-
ing the most conservative ones, to fight
with you in a common front. Mooney
meant to say, as he said personally to
the present writer three years ago: “The
reds are the dynamic element; they must
start the movement; they must set it
into motion.”

It is bad that the leaders of the Party
didn’t understand this, and still worse
that they do not understand it yet, They
are people to whom the obvious is al-
ways a mystery sealed with geven seals.
Any one who has as much as a causal
acquaintance with the linéup in the la-
bor movement ought to know that the
trade unions under their present lead-
ership, and the other groups addressed
in the letter, whether conservative, pse-
udo-radical or socialist, will not make
a genuine and militant fight for Mooney
At best they will only render lip-service
in deference to the sentiments of the
ranks, arrange a formal demonstration,
imake a mild, polite and orderly protest
—all of which means nothing, or next
to nothing, in such a bitterly-contested
class issue as the Mooney case.

But is it not equally clear that the
protests of the Communists and their
close sympathizers alone—a mere hand-
ful of the American working class—
scare nobody, and least of all the stiff-
necked and class-conscious persecutors
of Mooney? - They do not care a fig for
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the protests of the Communists so long
as these protests are not supported by
wider masses of the workers. This Iis
the crux of the question. Without the
initiative and driving force of the Com-
munists—*“the dynamic element”, the or-
ganizing force—there can be no militant
movement on a national scale.” But the
agitation of the Communists cannot be
effective until it penetrates the masses
and sweeps them along in a joint move-
ment. Tom Mooney understood this
as hig letter shows. His letter created
the most favorable ground to realize this
necessary union of forces. The Stalin-
ist leaders of the Party have bungled
the whole question. The next move is
up to the Communist worRers. 1t is for
them to force the issue and compel a
change of course.

What does this mean, concretely, now?
It means for the Communist Party and
the I. L. D. to make direct, formal pro-
posals to all the organizations and
groups mentioned in Tom Mooney’s letter
for joint acticn on the single issue of
the fight for Mooney. It means to give
up the horse-play of a united front em-
bracing only Communist organizations

THE ECONOMIC MONTH

L X X 2

The long-expected whve of wage-cuts
broke in the first week of October, in-

itiated by the Steel Corporation, and
quickly followed by Bethlehem the
Aluminum Co., Allied Chemical, etc.
Capitalism serves notice on the worker

that it can no longer maintain the “Am-
erican standard of living”. In previous
crises, too, wages have been cut, but
they have sooner or later recovered, as
American capitalism has increased its
productivity to new high levels. Unless
American capitalism can turn the trick
again, this time wages will not come
back.

American capitalism Reeds low wages,
first to meet the aggravated competition
of England and Germany, second, to en-
able it to create new fixed capital at low
costs based on low wages plus low raw
material costs. The fact that there is
already an excessive supply of fixed ocapi-
tal in the formn of industrial equipment,
railroads, houses, will not hinder capital-
ism from adding still more fixed capital
if it can be created on such a low cost
basig, due to low wages, that the newly-
created fixed capital will produce a pro-
fit. - Such a policy may not make sense,
but it makes money.

The recently-announced aecision of the
Interstate Commerce Commission deny-
ing the application of the railroads for
a 159% flat increase in freight rates,
and suggesting instead a 3 to 4% in-
crease, whose proceeds are to be pooled
among the weaker roads, shows again
how hard. is the way of the demagogue
and the social reformist in times of crisis
when a showdown is called for. The
maintenance of wages, “agreed to’> by
the railroads at Mr. Hoover’s 1929 con-
ferences, is a pleasant illusion shipwreck-
ed on the rocks of reality. The only
reason why the showdown was deferred
so long is that the railroads fear the
strong railroad unions, and partieularly
the militancy of the rank and file as
demonstrated in the 1922 strike of the
shopmen. How far this militancy has
been worn down by the growth of com-
pany unions, B, and O.-ism, and the clasg
collaboration policies of the leadership
will be demonstrated in the next few
weeks. In Canada, the question of vol-
untary acceptance of a wage cut has
been put up to the workers and definitely
rejected.

The flood of gold out of the country,
and the tendency to hoard bank notes,
have both subsided sharply, and Monday,
Nov.2, for the first time in six weeks,
there was an actual gain of some $25,-
000,000 of gold. These who expected a
spectacular breakdown of the banking
system are probably disappointed. The
American banking system-has a long way
to go yet, in concentration and the crea-
tion of still more gigantic banking mon-
opolies than have been known yet, be-
fore its internal contradictions, together
with those of capitalism in general, split
it into pieces. There are gtill some 25,-
000 separate banks in this country, com-
pared with in Canada, and four that
amount to anything in England.

* * %* *

The price of wheat has recovered from
48 cents a bushel early in October to
67 cents; cotton and petroleum have also
been strong. The bourgeois press, with
its indestructible optimism, sees the be-
ginning of an upswing. The basic faetor
appears to be the beginning of purely
artificial® inflation exprepsing iftiself in
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in which the Mooney case is tacked on
to a number of other issues, and in
which its special appeal is lost—the
other cases will not lose by this tem-
porary segretation of the Mooney issue;
the¢y will gain a hundred-fold by the
sweep of the broader Mooney movement
which can be created. To change the
course and correct it now while there-is
yet time means in New York and such
other places where separate conferences
have been organized—Communist and
reformist—to propose to the reformists
a merger of the conferences into one. It
goes without saying that every direet
proposal to the official leadership of the
reformist organizations and conferences
has to be accompanied and supplemented
by an intensive agitation in the ranks
of these organizations to compel an ac-
ceptance of the unity proposals.

This is the way to blow the breath of
life into the Mooney movement. This is
the tactic of the united front as Lenin
taught it, and as Mooney appealed for
in his letter. The reformists are doing
everything in their power to make this
letter remain a scrap of paper. But we
have no advice to offer them. Our sug-
cestions are directed to the Communists
as a means of forcing the reformists.
The Leninist tactic of the united front
is a powerful means to this end. That
is not the least of its merits.

—J. P. C.

the price of commodities; that is, credit
and paper values have been created at
a more rapid rate than physical goods.
The outstanding illustration is the faect
that the Federal Reserve banks, on Oct.
28, 1931, had outstanding in the form of
rediscounted paper and bills bought in
the open market, 1 1-2 billion dollars,
against less than a biilion six weeks ago
and less than 400 million a year agd—
a year during which businesg has eer-
tainly not improved. To be able to pump
these credjts into the money market,
the Federal Reserve had to create an
artificial money shortage, which sent up
interest rates quickly and commddity
prices more slowly. The immediate pur-
pose of the inflation was to be able to
meet the outflow of gold—mow that this
has been achieved, the inflation will in
all probability either be checked at once
or if it gets out of hand, will itself gen-
erate the forces which will before long
counteract it and cause renewed declines
in prices, interest rates, industrial ac-
tivity, profits—and, if the workers do
not offer adequate resistance, wages too.
* * * »*

Senator La Follette is sponsoring a bill
to create a national economic advisory
council. In this worthy effort -he is
seconded by the U. 8. Chamber of Com-
merce and the A, F. of L. After all,
why not? Why should not capitalism be
able %o plan as well as communism?
Production for use, for which planning
is necessary, is the same ag productios
for profit, which will certainly be inter-
fered with by planning; in the same way
as the worker’s interest in his wages is
the same as the capitalist’s interest in
his profits. The advice of the advisory
council need not be taken too seriously,
if it comes to a showdown; and after all,
it will help to amuse the working class,
particularly the most advanced workers,
in these gloomy times.

* * *

Capitalists are being kept busy these
days, when they have no business of
their own to attend to, by .taking the
place of nice young ladies from the -set-
tlements in doing social service for the
working classes. Unemployment relief

_relief activities for busted

‘spoke.

committees, money raising . activities,
help keep them in trim and bring that

rosy glow of self-satisfaction which is| Temple, 14th Street and Second Ave.

Very Significant Facts! —- by Alfa

as necessary ideologically to the capital-
its as his profits and kis power. The
same broad social vision is applied to
and mis-
guided bankers by the Hoover Banking
Plan. True, the bankers who need relief
have to come with hat in hand and three
different kinds of security before they
can get a loan, and there is no telling
but that some of the relievers will need
relief themselves before long, but a good
game of ring-around-a-rosy with banking
funds will give evidence of constructive
activity from the greatly misunderstood
engineer in the White House.

—B. J. F.

«YOUNG SPARTACUS »
OUT THIS ‘MONTH!

The National Youth Committee of the
Communist League of America (Oppost
tion) is speeding the work of pub-
lication of the first number of Young
Spartacus. The announcement of the
proposed publication of a youth paper
of the Left Opposition in the United
States met immediately with an enthus
fastic response. In New York a drive
for donations and subscriptions is now
being carried on by the comrades, and
a number of donations and subscriptions
have already been received, as well as
bundle orders. 100 subscriptions is the
immediate goal of the Youth Fraction
of New York.

The subscription price to Young Spar-
tacus is fifty ($0.50) centy per year;
for Canada and foreigm, $0.65. Older
comrades and workers are asked to sub-
scribe on behalf of young people whom
they know, or for their children and
friends, and also to aid in the general
subscription drive for Yqung Spartaous.

Bundle orders are at the rate of 8
cents per copy in bundles of five or
more.

The first issue of Young Spartacus,
will go to press in less than cone month.
The present editorial committee consists
of Joseph Carter, M. Abern and George
Ray. Send denations, Bundle orders and
subscriptions to Young Spartacus, 84
East 10th Street, New York, N. Y.

- The Opposition Forum -

On Friday, November 6, at the Open
Forum of the New York Branch of the
Communist TLeague of America (Opposi-
tion), comrade Arne Swabeck Spoke on
“Fourteen Years of the Russian Revolu-
tion.” The comrades felt that this forum
and anniversary celebration was worth-
while, for one of the best methods for
joining in solidarity with our Russian
comrades, is to understand the nature
and significance of the October revolu-
tlon, to appreciate its great achievements,
to know the dangers that threaten it
from without and within so that we can
be armed to fight against them. Equip-
ped with knowledge and insight, we are
prepared more realistically and enthus-
iastically to participate in the defense
of the Russian Revolution. It was in
this manner that comrade Swabeck
He made an analysis of the
economic processes developing in the
Soviet Union, and cited the tasks of the
Communists in the capitalist countries
in relation to the Soviet Union, and spoke
of the role of the Left Opposition.

At the next forum, the chairman an-
nounced, comrade James P. Cannon will
speak on ‘“The Haymarket Martyrs”.
The workers of today can learn many
valuable lessons from the great 8-hour
day movement that culminated in the
Haymarket events of the ’80s, particu-
larly now when the tremendous unem-
ployment puts on the order of the day—
the 6 hour day. The lecture promises
to be an interesting one, and takes place
on Friday, November 13 at the Labor

Even the bureaucratic shiftings can
be of great significance, When Orjonik-
idze was transferred to the All-Unijon]
Council of People’s Economy, Yaroslav-
sky" undoubtedly expected the appoint-
ment to the post of chairman of the
Central Control Commfssion; but the
appointee was Andreyev, one who s
much younger and who, it would seem,
“earned”’ it incomparably less. There
were even whispers in Moscow, half
earnest, half serious, that Yaroslavsky
was going over to the opposition.

As a matter of fact the leadership of
the G. P. U. has been concentrated in
recent years in the hands of Yagoda.
He seemed to be the natural successor
of Menzhinsky. Suddenly Yagoda is
demoted to the post of second assistant,
and the little known Akulov is advanced
to first place. .

What is the meaning of this? Yaroslav-
sky and Yagoda are two figures of the
same order, of a similar type, as if
created for similar commissions. Closely
tied to each other, they were carrying
out, through the two organs of appar-
atus repressions—the C. C. C. and the
G. P. U.—SWlin’s most. delicate com-
missions in the field of struggle with
his opponents, and even in matters of
personal revenge against all who at any
time, in any way, brushed against Stal-
in.

These people, Yaroslavsky and Yagoda,
could be assigned any sort of commis-
sion, without the risk of meeting with
their refusal. Who but Yaroslavsky
could be commissioned to bring about
the suicide of pure Glazman? Who but
Yagoda could have- been capable to
starve out the innocent . Boutov? And
what other pair could better carry out
“the soviet and party order’—the shoot-
ing of Blumkin? One could consider
quite probable that the alleged article
by Trotsky on the Five Year Plan- was
suggested third hand to the reactionary
press by Yagoda, after which Yaroslav-
gky, who 18 connected with him through
co-participation, revealed -in Pravda

against the Soviets. We do not affirm

“more ‘very gignificant facts’”.

that this is precisely how it happened,
but every informed apparatus man ad-
mits that it might have been so. In the
past, there were hundreds of similar
feats carried out under the direct in-
structions of Stalin, or in the hope of
his approval.

It would seem: exactly who should be
put at the hecad of the C. C. C. if not
the incomparable Yaroslavsky! And
who is more qualified than Yagoda at
the head of the G. P. U. to execute Stal-
in’s most “intimate” commissions?

The Apparatus Men Are Nervous

Nevertheless, why was this so pie-
turesque Yaroslavsky pushed aside by
the pale, though zealous, figure of And-
reyev? And why did Yagoda, who is
ready for everything, have to concede
his place to Akulov? This is an inter-
esting question. In the impossibility
for Stalin to appoint to the most respon-
gible posts the people most necessary to
him, is expressed the unvoiced, almost
nameless, but insurmountable resistance
of the apparatus against the latest re-
sults of the Stalinist system. In general
and in the main, the Stalinites will ae-
cept - Stalin and all that is not alien to
him. But here we find that even Yaro-
slavsky and Yagoda cannot swallow ev-
erything down. Stalin has to make ex-
traordinary efforts to retain the peo-
ple most needed by him even in second-
ary and tertiary roles. Here lies the
symptom, one of many symptoms, of the
fact that Stalin who was lifted up
through the apparatus, is in a constant,
voiceless struggle with the apparatus,
which somehow feels upon itself the
pressure of the Party, The passing by of
Yaroslavsky and the demotion of Yagoda
is a singular warning to Stalin on the
part of the apparatus, one could almost
say a secret vote of lack of confidence.

Such symptoms, and even more expres-!
sive ones, should be expected in the. tu-l
ture and even in greater numbers. A
growing alarm of the apparatus precedes
the inmevitable awakening of the Party.
In the future we should expect more and

The Meaning of the Elections

(Continued from page 1)
The Communist Party Vote

An interesting feature in this con-
nection is that appeal to the secondary
or cancer growths of capitalism,—cor-
ruption, gangsterism, etc.—had no effect
on the voters who overwhelmingly re-
turned Tammany politicians or their
blood-brother Republicans to office. Fun-
damental education on principle questions
of socialism, the class struggle, ete. was
naturally missing, with the exception
here and there of a socialist candidate
who spoke for “socialism” in the soc-
ialist manner.

And what was the case with the Com-
munist Party and its election campaign.
To cite one example, I. Amter, Commun
ist candidate for Borough President of
Manhattan, received the miserably, in-
eredibly low vote of 1,789. Add what
votes were stolen or uncounted, as the
*arty claims, and it is still far beyond
lgitimate expectations. The living is-
gucs were there: the economic crisis
and unemp)oyment, around which the
Communists have centered their agita-
tion for two years. Why the pitiful
showing in the elections?

The Communist Objective in Elections

We do not over-emphasize the count-
ing of noses at election time, but its
value as a partial barometer of work-
ing class development has been indicated.
For Communists, election time offers a
special opportunity to intensify the con-
tinuous, all-the-year-round campaign to
reach the workers with the message of
communism, to explain the class struggle
and the solution. Even actual election
to office, unlike with the socialists, is
for Communists essentially but a chance
to use the parliamentary tribunal for
Communist education, to point out why
the capitalist machinery of government
cannot be used to achieve fundamental
gains for the working class, and why
a complete class change of government
and social system is the only bona-ide
solution.

Did the official New York Communists
carry out the tasks of Communists dur-
ing election time? The answer is NO.
If it is true that the Communist Party
and movement has an influence greater
than its organizational expression, it
failed indeed to consolidate its strength
and influence at the ballot box. Actual-
ly, however, misleadership and false pol-
icies of the Party in the trade unions
and in strikes reflected themselves also
at the polls, in the failure of unionists
and strikers to vote Communist.

The N. Y. Party Program

The Militant has dealt before with the
erying weaknesses of the party program
in the New York elections, which found
similap mgnifestations in Philadelphia
and other points. There was first and
foremost a program of immediate de-
mands with no less than 75 «demands,
good and correct ones mixed, like chop-
ped herring or chopssuey, with demands
of the most reformistic and petit-bourge-
ois kind, a mish-mash that left everyone
bewildered as to what it all meant. These
demands concerned themselves with
cheaper milk, ex-service-men’s demands,
a limit of $3,000 salary for police cap-
tains (! Yes, it is sad, but true), the
return of money to mulcted bank depos-
itors, for unempoyed relief, agamnst the
war danger, defense of the Soviet Un-
ion, and, lastly, the 75th demand, for
a Workers’ and Farmers’ Government.
We are given to declare that no Social-
ist Party local in American history ever
pué @gether such an enormous list of
demands without real examination as to
meaning or purpose in regard to class
content or reality to the situation.

The ‘masses, it is true, again voted
overwhelmingly for the capitalist sys-
tem. But there were some thousands
who, thinking a little more clearly, voted
for the first time for what they regard-
ed as a “vote for socialism”. They
voted either for the Socialist Party or
the Socialist Labor Party. Why not for
the Communist Party, the official repre-
sentative of the future society commun-
ism?

Because the Communist Party cam-
paign was scarcely distinguishable from
a stupid, near-sighted campaign such as
one expects from reformists and social-
ists. Under the conditions of a volume
of reformist demands, why should any
worker choose particularly the Commun-
ist as against the milder-toned Socialist.
is just one way a worker could reflect
in’ making his decision. .
What Kind of Demands Should be Raised

We are for immediate demands. But
they cannot be 75, or 50, or 25 or even .15.
They must be a few clearly and definite-
ly selected and centralized demands
which fit a given situation. Immediate
demands are not permanent; nor are
the same ones always emphasized. These
gelected demands must appeal to and

ATTEND « MILITANT »
ANNIVERSARY DANCE

On Saturday, November 21, 1031, the
third annual Militant Ball will be held
in New York at the Stuyvesant Casiqo,
9th Street and Second Avenue. This will
be a grand get-together of all friends,
sympathizers and members of thel Qom-
munist League of America (Opposition).
Kach year the attendance at this annual
affair has measurably grown, and an
even larger turnout is expected at this
yeér's dance and entertainment. .

The .committee in charge is utilizing
every means to have the Militant Ball
a spirited and happy gathering of the

mrades.
Co";‘llliere will be good music for the
dancers and listeners, and at the tabl‘es
‘good food will be served. Comradeship,
good fellowship will abound. -

Keep this date open. Come to the Mili-
tant Ball on November 21, at Stuyvesant

‘Casino.

THE DATK:
NOVEMBER 21

meet the vital needs of the workers at
the moment; but, moreover, they must
be linked with and be capable of caus-
ing agitation against, difficulties for, and
exposure of the capitalist c¢lass and
capitalist government who will and ean
not carry out or concede to fundamental
doamands of the working class, Our ob-
ject in a class sense, in presenting imme-
diate demands in connection with our
ultimate program, is WORKING CLASS
EDUCATION AND ORGANIZATION for
the principles of Communism.

Under the conditions, where kiu}?-nun-
ger held dominion in New York City with
an approximate million unemployed, the
issue of IMMEDIATE RELIEF, came
first. Ag natural corrolaries to achieve
real immediate relief, there followed the
demand for unemployment insurance, at
the expense of the bosses and govern-
ment, agitation for a six hour day and
five day week, and, from a broader but
correct pgliticul class angle, the agita-
tion for the widest possible economie
collaboration between the capitalist Un-
ited States and the Soviet Republic
through the medium of the extension of
large and long-term credits to the Sov-
jet Union. These immediate demands,
in election campaigns and NQW, remain
the immediate demands and issues for
the Comunists to present. These de-
mands, alive and comprehensible, if in-
telligently presented, more than adequ-
ately cover the sum total of the actual
working class demands set forth in the
73 demands by the Party. But it is even
far more important to present clearly
in the election campaign that there is
no lasting way out for the working class
but the Scocial Revolution.

Win Workers to Comimunist Principles

The object of the Communists in elec-
tion times and at all times, is to teach,
to develop and to organize Communists.
This ix simple, but primary. Tf the
Communist Party had really had this
object in mind during the campaign, the
results, votes or no votes, would have
been better from a Communist viewpoint.

Far better to .go to the extreme of al-
leged revolutionists as the Socialists
Labor Party, and put forward only the
demand for the realization of the Social
Revolution, than like the Communist
Party to put forward 75 demands which
smother the main task of Communist
education. The Communists cannot com-
pete with the reformists or capitalists
on the matter of amelioration of condi-
tions of the workers; to do so means only
to sink into the quagmire in which soc-
ialist weeds flourish, or into the quick-
sands in which the revolutionary "out-
look is buried.

The Central Committee on the Elections

On the day before the elections, the
Central Committee of the Communist
Party (Daily Worker, (11-2-31) said, in
its appeal to the workers to vote the
Communist ticket: “Our party . . . is
the party of class war . . . It organizes
the proletariat on the basis of class
against class, working class against
capitalist class, for the struggle for
power.”

What a pity it is that the Communist
election campaign was not conducted on
the lines of this basic appeal. At least
then some workers would have undre-
stood the basic distinctions between the
Communists and the Socialists, not to
mention the capitalist parties. But it
is this same Stalinized Central Commit-
tee that formulated the election program
of 75 immediate demands. The ' result
is that the election campaign witnessed
another brand of “socialist cempetition”.
That is, the Communists ‘“competed”
with the socialists on the platform and
arena of the socialists and the socialists
naturally won this “competition” hands
down.

The Communist Party forgot the main
issues in thig campaign. In trying v,‘to
understand the workers, it fell to the
level of outlook of the, in the class
sense, undeducatéd worker. The Party
dealt too much with the manifestations
of eapitalism, and too little indeed with
the causes and cures for capitalism.

In brief, capitalism in America held
its ground, though getting ready to
switch the pensonnel of its political
committee, the government; it made no
concessions and holds the fort. The Soc-
ialist Party, weak too, nevertheless de-
veloped its main ideology of reform and
poultices for capitalism, and laid the
ground a little better for the period when
capitalism will need to seek them out
and use them as-their cover and protect-
ors,

The Party Pays the Price of Wrong
Theory

The working class as a class is still
capitalist-minded. It must yet take its
first steps as an independent political
force. The Communist Party had great
opportunities to make forward strides
for Communism, but failed almost tot-
ally. In a principle manner, there is
only one answer to the failure of the
official Communist Party. The Commun-
ist Party must once again set both feet
on solid theorefical ground,it must ex-
amine its past and present. If it will
look straight, it will find that, wittingly
or unwittingly, it has been under the
insidious and corrupting effects eof Stal-
inist theory and practices, sinking, even
as other Communist Parties, into nation-
al reformism and even local provincial-
ism, coupled as yet with a general out-
look and comprehension of communism.
The elections are but an outstandding ex-
ample. The Communist Party is paying
the heavy toll of being wrong in theory
and principles. Party ignorance receives
payment in kind from the workers.

If the Communist Party will then ex-
amine a little further, they will see the
Left Opposition standing by and offer-
ing the original Communist program of
Lenin. 'Will, the elections help the Party
to learn, and to redress and reform itself
before it is too late?

—MARTIN ABERN, -




